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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Volunteer Rescue Squad from left to right,  Sergeant 
Aaron Weiss, Chief Robert Wrzosek, Josh Mitchell, Bobby Huffman, 2nd 
Lieutenant Brent Montgomery, 1st Lieutenant Trace Bellassai, Duane 
Means and April Huffman. 

EMTs of Craig County needs you

What would it be like if you really 
needed immediate help, and no one 
was available to be there for you or 
your loved one having a heart attack, 
stroke or bleeding from a possible fa-
tal accident? 

Craig County has been immensely 
blessed to have the volunteers and 
workers who have diligently showed 
up to care for the community in the 

capacity of the Emergency Medical 
Care throughout many years. 

Volunteers also have a Board of 
Members who help support their vi-
sion for the squad. Th ey are Kermit 
Daniel, Tammy Crawford, Walter 
Marsden, Debbie Snead and Pat My-
ers.

At their monthly meeting on July 
15, Rescue Squad volunteers, along 
with their Board members, met to-
gether to discuss many current com-
munity concerns, updated policies 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Autumn Hutchison is the Craig 
County High School senior 
recipient of the 2021 Scruggs 
Foundation Scholarship. Her plans 
are to attend Virginia Western for 
two years to study nursing before 
transferring to Radford University. 

Hutchison earns a Bobby Scruggs Scholarship

As many graduating seniors prepare 
for their college adventures, most are 
grateful to receive scholarships to light-
en their fi nancial loads. 

Th is year, Autumn Hutchison, a 
graduating senior from Craig County, 
received a $1,000 scholarship from the 
Bobby Scruggs Memorial Foundation. 

Hutchison plans to attend Virginia 
Western Community College for two 
years to study nursing and then trans-
fer to Radford University. 

Hutchison was very active during 
her high school career. Among her 
accolades include: Class President in 
2019, 2020 and 2021; Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes from 2019 to pres-
ent day, Prom Committee from 2019 
to 2020, the school’s volleyball team 
from 2017 to 2020 (she was captain 
in 2019 and 2020), basketball from 
2017 to 2021 which last two years 

as captain and softball from 2017 to 
2021. 

She also was an active volunteer:
•Craig County Recreation and 

Conservation Association Sports - 
Volunteer Youth basketball Coach in 
2018 and 2019, Softball Umpire 2021 

•School Mascot in the fall of 2018 
•Botetourt Community Church, 

serving as Children’s Worship Assis-
tant from 2017 to 2019 and Power-
Point Operator from 2018 to present 
day

•Travel Softball volunteer from 
2015 to 2019 

•Craig County Recreation and 
Conservation Association Sports as 
a basketball scoreboard operator and 
scorekeeper in 2020 

•Organized Easter Egg Hunt for 
elementary school kids and read to 
them through outreach and com-
munity service; coordinated and held 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Lemon Hotel opening 
in Paint Bank

For months now, 
people have been anx-
iously awaiting the grand 
opening of the Lemon 
Hotel. On July 13, they 
announced their open-
ing day of July 20 and 
already they are getting 
requests on their website. 

Located in Paint Bank, 
Virginia, it is one build-
ing which is easy to lo-
cate with its lively yellow 
color. 

Th e Mulheren family 
are the owners and have 
brought the hotel “back 
to its original splendor,” 
they shared. “It is a slice 
of Heaven nestled in the 
mountains of Virginia.” 

As people drive up to 
the hotel, they are wel-
comed by the delightful 
lemon-yellow appear-
ance, and the rocking 
chairs on the porches 
seem to call out for their 
guests to “relax for a 
spell.” 

However, some may 
prefer to sit in an adiron-
dack chair by the creek or 
enjoy happy hour by the 
open fi repit. 

Th e Lemon Hotel has 
six unique bedrooms and 
suites, each “exquisitely 
decorated with curated 
antiques and collectibles 
and has a diff erent theme 
to refl ect various fruits 
grown on the property.” 

Every suite off ers its 
own fl air, decorated with 

“curated antiques and 
collectibles,” and most 
include king-size or 
queen beds, sitting rooms 
with queen-size sofa bed, 
fl atscreen TV, robes, slip-
pers, hairdryers and daily 
housekeeping. 

Th ey added that each 
suite has a diff erent 
theme to refl ect various 
fruits grown on the prop-
erty:

•Blueberry Suite: lo-
cated on the fi rst fl oor 
and is handicap accessi-
ble with views of the val-
ley, orchard and garden

•Pear Suite: located at 
the top of the stairs in the 
front of the hotel with 
views of Potts Creek and 
the picnic area

•Apple Suite: located 
in the back of the hotel 
with a desk in the sit-
ting room and a relaxing 
soaking tub with views 
of the orchard, vegetable 
garden and the valley

•Strawberry Suite: lo-
cated on the west side of 
the hotel and looks out 
on the banks of Potts 
Creek, Linton Pond and 
picnic area

•Peach Room: quietly 
tucked in the west side of 
the hotel and has access 
to the sitting porch and 
patio with views of Potts 
Creek, the fi repit and the 
beautiful mountains

•Grape Room: located 
in the back of the hotel 
with a comfortable sit-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Enjoy relaxing by the creek or rocking on the front 
porch, along with many other outside places they have 
that captivates the beauty of its surroundings.

Main Street Jam now 
open to the public

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Main Street Jam in New Castle has started again 
and players, singers and just good ole' toe tappin' 
community members recently brought a chair to enjoy. 
It is open to the public to play, sing or enjoy. Start time 
is "around 6ish" and ending time depends on the night. 
It's hometown fun at its best. Everyone is invited to 
“come on out and sit a spell." 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
It's almost time for school to start and CCPS is sponsoring the "Load the 
Bus" event for community to join in and fill it up with the school supplies 
that our kids need in Craig County to become the best students they can. 
The event will take place at Food Country on July 31 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The kids of Craig are greatly appreciative of everyone’s donations. 
Food Country and Family Dollars are stocking up on supplies to make it 
easier for locals to donate that day. School supplies lists can be found 
on the CCPS website and FC may have them in the store as well. 

Load the bus on July 31 for 
the kids in Craig County

It is diffi  cult to believe, but sum-
mer is halfway over, and school 
starts in less than a month. 

Some kids have all they need 
from their parents, family mem-
bers and friends to provide all their 
school supply needs. 

However, the Craig County Pub-
lic School staff  and administration 
want to alleviate the needs of chil-
dren who do not have the necessi-
ties by hosting another Load the 
Bus Day. 

On July 31, from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Food Country, a school bus 
will be parked in the lot. Th e goal is 
for people to load it up with school 
supplies for kids of Craig County. 

Some items needed for most all 
grades are regular and mechanical 
pencils, ink pens, crayons, tissues, 
black dry erase markers, 2-inch 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Hutchison, page 5

See Lemon, page 2See Bus, page 2

and procedures and added checklists. 
Along with all the important things, 
the squad still has to watch their 
budget to provide the little necessi-
ties such as toilet paper, paper towels, 
trash bags, water, cleaning supplies, 
etc. 

Also, they currently have a prob-
lem with the belt on their mower 
getting eaten up, as something is not 
exactly aligning any longer on the 
mower deck. 

To add to their list of chores is 
completing replacing the ceiling tiles 
throughout the building and paint-
ing the fl oors. It is just like having a 
home, plus taking care of community 
needs, so the building needs must get 
put on the back burner sometimes. 
Still, you walk in, and it looks clean, 
furnished and has a true feeling of 
“comm-UNITY.” 

More volunteers are needed. Th ey 
are looking for caring people who are 
willing to learn the "valuable tricks 
of the trade” so to speak and step out 
into a journey of heart-felt satisfac-
tion. 

Said member Trace Bellassai, "Th e 

See EMTs, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Fashion accessory
 5. Subatomic particle
10. Ethnic group of the Philippines
14. Popular cookie
15. Fabric
16. Alcoholic liquor
17. Peter __, Dutch portrait painter
18. Longtime Chicago mayor
19. A famous “Lady”
20. Islamic calendar month
22. Rocky peak
23. Polio vaccine developer
24. Songs sung in open air
27. Military movements
30. Male parent
31. Beloved hot beverage
32. Female sibling
35. Tackled the QB
37. Set a dog on someone
38. Long live! (Spanish)
39. Porticos
40. Pouch

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Smooth fabric
42. Enough (archaic)
43. Institute legal proceedings 
against
44. Scarred
45. Draw from
46. Brother or sister
47. Body part
48. Commercials
49. London soccer team
52. Satisfi ed
55. Surgical technique (abbr.)
56. Fencing sword
60. French industrial city
61. Intellectual property organiza-
tion (abbr.)
63. Helps to carry food
64. “Rule, Britannia” composer
65. One-time Empress of the 
Roman Empire
66. Intestinal pouches
67. None better
68. “WandaVision” actress

69. Comedic actress Kathryn
CLUES DOWN
 1. Fifth notes of major scales
 2. Region
 3. Your consciousness of your own 
identity
 4. Georgetown athletes
 5. They follow A
 6. Spoke
 7. Hairdressers’ domain
 8. Extravagantly theatric
 9. End-blown fl ute
10. Heroic tales
11. Member of a Semitic people
12. Members of a priestly caste
13. Southern Ghana people
21. Counsels
23. Body of water
25. Awesome!
26. Calendar month
27. Native of region in Caucasus
28. Indian city
29. Exclusive

32. Alaskan town
33. Covered with ivy
34. Loose granular substances
36. Native American tribe
37. Written American English
38. Holiday (informal)
40. Add up
41. Small brown and gray rails
43. Get off your feet
44. Express disgust
46. Surface of the ground
47. Put into a silo
49. Belief
50. British noblemen
51. Tennis game
52. Dry, protective crust
53. Swiss river
54. Large integers
57. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
58. Every one of two or more
59. “Deadpool” actor Reynolds
61. Earlier
62. Peter’s last name

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Craig County, Virginia

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

We are seeking a talented, pleasant, and energetic person to provide clerical and ad-
ministrative support to the County’s Administration Offi  ce which includes functions 
related to Administration, Finance, Budget Management, Planning, Zoning, Subdivi-
sion Plat Approval, Building Permits/Inspections, Erosion and Sediment Control, and 
Stormwater Regulation. 
 
General duties include receiving calls and callers to the Administration Offi  ce, 
processing incoming and outgoing mail, attending meetings of the Board of Supervi-
sors, Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals.  Preparing associated meet-
ing minutes for each, assisting with preparation and distribution of meeting agendas, 
preparing legal notices for publication, and mailing to aff ected property owners.  As-
sist with County Financial and Budget Management duties.  Providing procurement 
notices and bid openings as required by the Code of Virginia. Effi  cient management 
of all offi  ce equipment, and offi  ce supply inventory.
 
Requires thorough knowledge of standard offi  ce practices, procedures, and equip-
ment.  General knowledge of the organization and functions of county government.   
Knowledge  of fi nancial and budget management best practices. Must be profi cient 
with the English language, including spelling, have very strong written and verbal 
communication skills with the ability to listen, discern, comprehend, and record ac-
tivities at public meetings resulting in preparation of accurate and timely meeting 
minutes.  Requires attendance at night meetings.
 
The successful candidate must be able to work in a complex, fast-paced environment, 
and have the ability to function both independently and as a team player.   Must be 
able to establish and maintain eff ective working relationships with co-workers and 
the general public.   Should possess the equivalent of a High School Diploma, Associ-
ates Degree preferred, with at least fi ve years of progressively responsible experience.  
Salary is negotiable, depending on experience.  Excellent benefi ts package including 
Virginia Retirement System and a four day work week.
 

Submit; Completed  “Craig County Employment Application”  and Resume to:
 
County Administrator, P.O. Box 308, New Castle, VA 24127 or drop off  at the Admin-
istration Offi  ce, 108 Court Street, New Castle, VA.  There is a “Drop Box” on the front 
porch.  “Employment Applications”  and full “Job Descriptions” can be found on the 
County Website at craigcountyva.gov. 
 

Review of applications will begin July 27, 2021.     Position open until fi lled.

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 

meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
by Father Steve McNalley. 
They are also live on 
Facebook. For more 
information, contact (540) 
864-8686 or send an email 
to stjohnnewcastle@tds.
net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 

p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 1, 
Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Send community 
news and photos to 

shawn.nowlin@
ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
The newly opened Lemon Hotel has a "catch your eye" curb appeal. The new renovations 
have already brought many a reservation, awaiting their country charm stay.

Each suite is named after a fruit they have growing, and adjoining each bedroom is 
also a beautifully decorated sitting room. 

ting porch and overlooks 
the vegetable garden, the 
Chick Inn, with views of 
the valley

All reservations include 

a delicious breakfast from 
Chef Lynette’s daily selec-
tions, which are sourced 
from their own or local 
ingredients. You can en-

Lemon from page 1

joy their dining room or 
outside patio. 

“Breakfast starts with 
a glass of fresh-squeezed 
orange juice, accompa-
nied by French Press cof-
fee, followed by a plate of 
fresh seasonal fruits. You 
can then choose from 
our daily off erings such 
as: three farm fresh eggs 
your way with bacon or 
sausage links; thick cut 
French toast, pancakes 
with butter and warm 

maple syrup; the quiche 
or frittata of the day; 
eggs benedict and many 
more,” hotel manage-
ment said. 

Each room is supplied 
with a booklet of “Day 
Trips In and About the 
Paint Bank Area”, which 
contains detailed infor-
mation about things to 
do. Th e Hotel is a smoke-
free facility, and no pets 
are allowed.

US Cellular is the only 

cell service available in 
Paint Bank, however, 
Wi-Fi is available at the 
Lemon Hotel and the 
Swinging Bridge Restau-
rant for all guests.

Th e Lemon Hotel is 
located adjacent to the 
Depot Lodge and down 
the road from the infa-
mous Swinging Bridge 
Restaurant and is also 
available for Executive 
Retreats and meetings. 

“Our meeting rooms 

off er privacy, a fl at screen 
TV and Zoom Room for 
up to 12 participants at a 
long central table, as well 
as WiFi,” management 
added. 

For more information, 
call (540) 897- 5070, 
email info@thelemon-
hotel.com or visit thele-
monhotel.com. 

Th e Hotel notes that it 
is “the perfect escape to 
a bygone era with all the 
luxuries of today.”

3-ring binders, wipes and 
back packs. Many other 
items are needed as well. 

•pencil top erasers  and 
large pink erasers

•protractors 
•tab dividers 
•1, 2 and 5 pocket fold-

ers with holes for binders 
•hand sanitizer  or 

Germ-X
•gently used Legos, 

board games, toys/equip-

Bus from page 1

ment for recess 
•construction paper 
•graph paper 
•colored pencils  
•scissors  (some blunt 

ends and some sharper 
ends)

•glue sticks 
•loose-leaf paper, wide 

ruled 
•highlighters 
•red pens (for students 

to check work)
•Two-pocket folders 
•3x5 index cards (white 

and multicolored)
•earbuds (for Chrome-

book) 
•Baggies –gallon, and 

sandwich-sized
•pencil box, pouch or 

bag with zipper 
•primary journals (the 

book has lines with an 
area at the top to draw 
pictures) 

•marble composition 
books 

•spiral notebooks, 
wide-ruled 

•plain green pocket 
folders for graded work 

Th e school and kids 
are so very appreciative of 

anyone who makes a do-
nation.   

People can purchase 
items at Food Country or 
Family Dollar who will be 
stocked up on supplies or 
bring a bag from your pre-
vious purchases and enjoy 
fi lling up the bus with oth-
er community members. 

Craig County School 
teachers hope that this op-
portunity brings smiles, 
not only to the kids who 
will receive the supplies, 
but also to the people who 
enjoy doing the giving.
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Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Craig County Board of Supervisors will con-
duct a public hearing on August 5, 2021 at 6pm 
or soon therafter in the Craig County Courthouse 
- New Castle, Virginia to consider a Conditional 
Use permit to add structures to parcels located at 
16108 Paint Bank Rd., Paint Bank, VA.  The request 
seeks a permit to construct a Glamping campsite. 
Property owner seeks exception as described in 
Section 58-121 and 58-122.  Property reference 
Parcel A, containing 1.77 acres, and Parcel B, con-
taining 69.7 acres, for a total acreage of 71.47 
acres. 

The application is available for public review at 
the Craig County Administrator’s Office in New 
Castle.  Public comment on the application may 
be submitted by writing to P.O. Box 308, New Cas-
tle, Virginia  24127 or by calling (540)864-5010 or 
at the public hearing.

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED CIGARETTE TAX

ON CIGARETTES SOLD IN THE COUNTY

Pursuant to Virginia Code §§ 15.2-1427 and 58.1-
3007, the Craig County Board of Supervisors (the 
“Board”) will hold a public hearing at 6:00pm., or 
as soon thereafter as persons may be heard, on 
August 5, 2021 in the Circuit Courtroom, Craig 
County Courthouse, 303 Main Street, New Castle, 
Virginia.

The purpose of the public hearing will be to re-
ceive public comment on the proposed imple-
mentation of a cigarette tax of forty ($0.40) per 
pack of cigarettes on cigarettes sold in the county.  
Any person interested in the proposed tax may 
appear at the hearing and present their views.  

A copy of the full text of the Ordinance is on file 
in the office of the County Administrator of Craig 
County, 108 Court Street, New Castle, VA 24127, 
and is available for review during normal business 
hours.  If you should need auxiliary aids, please 
contact the office of the County Administrator at 
least five days in advance of the public hearing.

Virginia’s largest free gate fair remains a favorite attraction

The Salem Fair closed out 
its 33rd year at the Taliaferro 
Complex on July 11 and fair 
officials say that attendance 
and revenue were once again 
very steady. The 2021 edi-
tion of America’s Largest Free 
Gate Fair produced 12 days of 
entertainment despite some 
post-pandemic uncertainly, a 
few bouts of rain and an un-
expected act of violence on 
opening night.

“Our fair fans are very loyal, 
and their loyalty was tested 
this year more than ever,” said 

Wendy Delano, Salem Direc-
tor of Civic Facilities. “We ap-
preciate everyone working with 
us on the necessary updates to 
our admission policy and secu-
rity measures, after the fair was 
already underway, and for not 
letting a senseless incident de-
fi ne the region’s most popular 
summer attraction.”

While attendance is not 
tracked through direct admis-
sion, the fair again welcomed 
several hundred thousand visi-
tors from the many diff erent 
hometowns in Virginia’s Blue 

Ridge region between June 30 
and July 11. In fact, July 4 was 
the second busiest day in Salem 
Fair’s history and July 3 was the 
fi fth busiest day all-time.

“It was obvious that peo-
ple were glad to get back on 
the midway after missing the 
cancelled fair in 2020,” Car-
ey Harveycutter, Salem Fair 
Manager, said. “Some of our 
concessionaires ran out of 
food because demand was so 
great. When you are running 
out of popcorn and pork chops 
on a stick you know people 

are spending significant funds 
and enjoying themselves.”

Local non-profits once 
again benefitted from the 
Salem Fair’s promotions in 
2021. The Roanoke Rescue 
Mission received over 1,000 
pairs of socks from patrons 
and nearly 4,000 pounds of 
non-perishable food was do-
nated to the Salem-Roanoke 
County Food Pantry. In ad-
dition, the Roanoke Valley 
chapter of Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace will receive a generous 
donation from Northwest Ace 

Hardware stores thanks to ad-
vance sales of the Megapass 
unlimited ride ticket.

The Blue-Ribbon exhibits, 
under the direction of Melissa 
de Pineda, were restricted to 
just first place displays this 
year, due to COVID, but the 
winners received increased ex-
posure by having their entries 
displayed in the Salem Civic 
Center’s main arena. 

-Submitted by Mike 
Stevens, City of Salem 

Communications Director

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Numerous food booths offered a variety of options for attendees. The Cowboy Circus garnered a lot of attention from fairgoers. 

Custom necklaces were just one of many things offered by jewelry vendors. The Salem Fair is the largest free gate fair in America. 

Area woman who ran to become 
‘Greatest Baker’ placed third nationally

For most of her life, Roa-
noke Valley resident Shana 
Brown has relished baking 
and cooking various food 
combinations in the kitch-
en. As a child she was once 
asked to describe her lifelong 
dream. Her response, not 
surprising to anyone who 
knows her, was to open her 
own bakery. Th rough hard 
work and a strong support 
system, Brown’s dream be-
came a reality in 2016 when 
she opened Corbin’s Confec-

tions, a dedicated gluten-free 
bakery at 18 E Main Street.

“It has always been my 
dream to own my own bak-
ery. When my son Corbin 
was two, he was diagnosed 
with severe food allergies. 
My mission became to own 
a bakery that helped people 
with food allergies similar to 
his,” Brown said. “My moth-
er, Kathy, was instrumental 
to my dream. She has celiac 
disease. We combined forces 
and created the business al-
most fi ve years ago.”

Nothing in Corbin's 
Confections contains glu-

ten, peanuts, or treenuts, 
said Brown who added, the 
same goes for products that 
are "made in a facility that 
processes."

In May, approximately 
11,000 bakers from across 
the nation entered the 
Greatest Baker Competition 
which was hosted by Sophie 
Faldo and Alice Fervonia.

 Voting was based on an 
exhibition of participant’s 
baking skills via photo-
graphs in addition to a bio 
and what they would do 
if they won the $20,000 
grand prize.  

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY SHAWN NOWLIN Shana Brown answering a customer’s question about pricing.

Baker Competition placing 
without my family always 
encouraging me to chase my 
dreams,” she said.

Corbin’s Confections is 
open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Regularly, Brown posts up-
dates to the bakery’s public 

Facebook page.
“We are blessed to be here 

in Salem. As most people 
will agree, the last year has 
been hard. However, I have 
found our customers are as 
dedicated to us as we are to 
them. We are truly customer 
propelled,” Brown said.

“Th e experience was 
amazing. I made it to the 
semi-fi nals, which was the 
fi nal 32, and placed third. 
More than anything, I was 
reminded that I have amaz-
ing support from my cus-
tomers, my family and my 
friends. Th at, in and of itself, 
is a beautiful thing,” she said.

Brown is the fi rst to 
admit that she has a ma-
jor sweet tooth.  “I’ve 
been known to eat over a 
dozen cookies in one sit-
ting. Cookies are my ev-
erything. I make danishes, 
donuts, cakes, cinnamon 
rolls, scones and pies just 
to name a few, but I will 
always, always go back to 
a chocolate chip cookie. 
It’s my weakness,” noted 
Brown with a smile.

Over the years with 
countless hours of repeti-
tion, Brown has honed her 
skills in the kitchen. Aside 
from something she is 
naturally good at, there is 
another reason why Brown 
enjoys baking – it is an op-
portunity to bond and make 
memories with her family. 
“Th ere would be no Corbin’s 
Confections or Greatest 
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OPINION
Th e Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, 
and the Future of the Human Race by Walter Isaacson

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

The bestselling author 
of Leonardo da Vinci and 
Steve Jobs returns with a 
gripping account of how 
the pioneering scientist 
Jennifer Doudna, along 
with her colleagues and 
rivals, launched a revo-
lution that will allow us 
to cure diseases, fend off 
viruses, and enhance our 
children. 

In the spring of 2012, 
the Berkeley biochem-
ist Jennifer Doudna and 
her collaborators turned 
a curiosity of nature into 
an invention that will 
transform the future of 
the human race: an easy-
to-use tool that can edit 
DNA. Known as CRIS-
PR, it opened a brave 
new world of medical 
miracles and moral ques-
tions. 

It has already been 
deployed to cure deadly 
diseases, fight the coro-
navirus pandemic of 
2020, and make inherit-
able changes in the genes 
of babies. The develop-

ment of CRISPR and the 
war against coronavirus 
will hasten our transition 
to the next great innova-
tion revolution. The past 
half-century has been an 
information-technology 
era, based on the micro-
chip, the computer and 
the internet. Now we are 
entering an even more 
momentous era, a life-
science revolution. Chil-
dren who study digital 
coding will be surpassed 
by those who study the 
code of life. 

Should we use our 
new evolution-hacking 
powers to make us less 
susceptible to viruses 
and eliminate dreaded 
disorders? What a won-
derful boon that would 
be right? And what about 
preventing congenital 
deafness or blindness? 
Or being very short? 
Or being depressed? 
Hmmm...How should 
we think about that? 
Should we allow parents, 
if they can afford it, to 
enhance the IQ or height 
or memory or muscles of 
their kids? After help-
ing to discover CRISPR, 
Doudna became a leader 
in wrestling with these 
moral and policy issues. 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Her life story illustrates 
that the key to innova-
tion is connecting basic 
science to our everyday 
lives - moving discover-
ies from our labs to our 
bedsides - in ways that 
respect our moral values. 
It’s a thrilling detective 
tale that involves the 

most profound wonders 
of nature, from the ori-
gins of life to the future 
of our species.

Library News:
Th e swap day was a 

huge success! Th ank you 
to all who participated! We 
are now looking forward 
to our next event which 

will be at the Fall Festival 
on October 9, 2021.

You can still become 
a Friend of the Library 
by coming by the library 
or by going to our web-
site craigcountypublicli-
brary.org

Of course, library 
cards are free to every-

one. To check out items, 
you must have a library 
card. Let’s keep up our 
fabulous rate of 30 per-
cent of the population 
having a library card! 
If you are new in town, 
please come by, check 
out the library, and get 
your free library card.

Delta variant and case increases

I look forward to the day 
when the message of these 
community updates will 
not be COVID-centered, 
but unfortunately, today is 
not that day. We have seen 
an uptick in COVID-19 
cases in the Roanoke City 
and Alleghany Health Dis-
tricts (RCAHD) in the fi rst 
half of July with a concern-
ing increase in the number 
of cases just in the past few 
days. 

Th anks to COVID-19 
vaccines, we saw a con-
sistent decrease in the 
number of cases, hospi-

talizations and deaths 
since RCAHD’s peak dis-
ease activity in January 
through the beginning 
of May. Since early May, 
we reached a fairly steady 
average of 75 new cases 
of COVID-19 per week; 
however in just three days 
this past week, almost 90 
cases of COVID-19 were 
reported in RCAHD. 
Th ese numbers prove that 
this nasty virus is present 
and spreading, especially 
among our unvaccinated 
residents.

Th e Commonwealth 
of Virginia and the nation 
are seeing similar trends of 
increasing cases. What pri-
mary drivers are likely be-
hind these trends?  Across 
the country, the Delta vari-
ant accounts for a growing 
proportion of new corona-

virus cases.  By July 3, ap-
proximately 60 percent of 
new cases nationally were 
associated with the Delta 
variant. Th is much more 
contagious strain of the 
virus is also the expected 
culprit in the increase of 
local cases.  Holiday week-
end gatherings also likely 
contributed to the increase. 

Some additional ques-
tions I have recently re-
ceived about the Delta 
variant include:

Are the COVID-19 
vaccines eff ective against 
the delta variant?

A: Yes, the COVID-19 
vaccines are extremely ef-
fective in protecting fully 
vaccinated people from 
getting severe disease (in-
cluding hospitalizations 
and deaths) from the virus, 
including infections from 

the Delta variant.  Vacci-
nation remains the most 
important tool to protect 
individuals from COV-
ID-19. 

I’m fully vaccinated. 
Should I continue to 
wear a mask?

A: It is possible for fully 
vaccinated people to catch 
COVID, but overwhelm-
ingly the cases are occurring 
in unvaccinated individuals. 
If a vaccinated person does 
have breakthrough disease, 
they are extremely unlikely 
to become seriously ill from 
the virus. It is important 
to know that some people 
who have weakened im-
mune systems may have a 
suboptimal response to the 
vaccine, making them more 
likely to have breakthrough 

Dr. Cynthia 
Morrow

Roanoke City and Alleghany 
Health Districts Health Director

See Morrow, page 5
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

disease.  People who have 
weakened immune systems, 
people who are taking care 
of the ill or elderly loved 
ones, or people who simply 
want to be more cautious 
may choose to continue to 
wear masks, especially in in-
door settings.

Th e reality is that 

chances are good that local 
hotspots of COVID-19 
disease activity will con-
tinue to emerge, especially 
in areas with dangerously 
low vaccination rates. If 
you live in a jurisdiction or 
small cluster of zip codes 
with a  rate of only 40-50 
percent or less of fully vac-

cinated adults, you are at a 
greater risk of illness. Con-
sider masking and main-
taining social distance, 
and of course, consider 
getting vaccinated as soon 
as possible. You can see the 
data for your zip code at: 
https://www.vdh.virginia.
gov/coronavirus/covid-

19-case-and-testing-data-
by-zip-code/

COVID-19 has es-
sentially become a pre-
ventable disease. We at 
the health department 
will continue working to 
prevent any unnecessary 
deaths or hospitalizations 
by encouraging everyone 

who has not yet been vac-
cinated to do so as soon as 
possible. Don’t hesitate to 
call us at 540-613-6597 or 
your healthcare provider 
if you have any remaining 
questions about the vac-
cine.  And please do not 
become yet another CO-
VID-19 statistic. 

Morrow from page 4

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Ethan Ellis, who graduated from Franklin County 
High School, also received a Scruggs Foundation 
Scholarship. He plans on attending Penn State to study 
engineering in the fall. 

nursing home Christmas Party, partici-
pated in numerous food drives and as-
sembled and provided care packages for 
local cancer patients

Additionally, Hutchison worked for 
Deskins, Inc - (April 2020 to August 
2020), was a Nanny/Babysitter from 
September 2020 to present and Laster-
day Market – (August 2020 to present). 

Her other awards include: Induct-
ed into BETA Club (2018), District 
Champions in Volleyball (2019), Sec-
ond Team All-District in Volleyball 
(two years), Second Team All-District 
in basketball (one year), First Team 
All-District in basketball (one year), 
Second Team All-Region in basketball 
(one year), Honorable Mention All-
District in softball (two years), Travel 
Softball with the Virginia Scrappers 
16U, fi rst-place in the Virginia State 
Games of America (Lynchburg), Au-
gust 2019 (Gold Medal winners in 
18U bracket and undefeated team for 

the entire tournament. 
“It was a huge blessing to me,” said 

Hutchison. “I was honored to have 
been chosen. It meant a lot to receive 
a scholarship with so much meaning 
behind it.” 

Bobby Scruggs was a NASCAR Of-
fi cial for almost 40 years. Shared his 
wife Jackie of all those years, “Sadly, 
he lost his 13-year battle with cancer 
much too soon on January 22, 2005. 
His motto was, “Never give up, go over, 
go under, go around or go through, but 
never give up.” 

His legacy continues through fund-
raising to off er scholarships to students 
seeking a career in areas of the Motor-
sports or other Industries, as well as to 
interns for Motor Racing Outreach 
(MRO) and the Wake Forest Univer-
sity Research Center. 

Taylor noted, “Over 115 scholar-
ships have been awarded to students 
in 26 high schools in Southwest Vir-

ginia and there have been 15 interns for 
MRO Children’s Ministry. 

A scholarship was also presented 
to Ethan Ellis of Franklin County 
High. His plans are to attend Penn 
State’s engineering fi eld. Ellis was a 
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety for two years, and Skills USA for 
one year. For four years, he ran cross 
country as well as indoor and outdoor 
track. He was also in Boy Scouts for 
seven years, ending as a Patrol Leader 
Eagle Scout. 

Taylor added, “Th e Scruggs’ Legacy 
continues through these students as 
they receive assistance to go into the 
world of education and motorsports. 
Th e NASCAR Family has been very 
supportive, and we are working to con-
tinue assisting students in the future.”

Bobby, noted Taylor, always told 
drivers and offi  cials, ‘If today had not 
gone well, tomorrow would be a better 
day.’ Never-ever give up.” 

Hutchison from page 1

EMTs from page 1

volunteer rescue squad is in se-
rious need of volunteers. Our 
membership is at an all-time low, 
so it's important to the survival of 
the volunteer rescue squad that 
we're able to get more EMTs.”

More members added, “Th is 
line of work is not easy, but has 
so many benefi ts to it. Th is line 
of work brings you closer to your 
community, allowing you to see 
through the eyes of others, in a 
way you cannot any other way.” 

Th e Rescue Squad is off ering 
an EMT class that will be Mon-
day and Wednesday nights from 
Aug. 2 through Aug. 16 from 
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

“Classes are free if people be-
come members and agree to run 
with us for a year after they fi n-
ish the class,” Bellassai explained. 
“We don't have an exact start date 
yet, but it will be the end of Au-

gust and want to go ahead and get 
something out soon for anyone 
interested.”

Classes cover the many aspects 
that will help one to become a 
knowledgeable EMT:

•Hospital emergency medical 
care and transportation for critical 
and emergent patients who access 
the emergency medical services 
(EMS) system

•Basic knowledge and skills 
necessary to stabilize and safely 
transport patients ranging from 
non-emergency and routine med-
ical transports to life-threatening 
emergencies

•How to function as part of 
a comprehensive EMS response 
system under medical oversight

•Perform interventions with 
the basic equipment typically 
found on an ambulance

•How to become the critical 

link between the scene of an emer-
gency and the health care system

Th e Virginia EMT program 
is based upon the Virginia EMS 
Education Standards. Virginia 
certifi cation requires success-
ful completion of a standardized 
cognitive and psychomotor skills 
examination.  Th is course is de-
signed to train individuals to serve 
as a vital link in the chain of the 
health care team which includes 
all skills necessary to provide 
emergency medical care as an 
attendant-in-charge with a basic 
life support ambulance service or 
other specialized rescue service.

Th ey will also be off ering a 
CPR class that will be open to the 
public, beginning on August 8 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Interested individuals can con-
tact Trace Bellassai, who is an 
EMT with the Craig County Res-

cue Squad, at (540) 384-0752 or 
tbellassai@craigrescue.com. 

In the meetings, it’s abundant-
ly clear that every volunteer cares 
about serving their community. 

Each of the current volunteers 
has served diff erent years. When 
asked why they joined the squad, 
they replied: 

•Sergeant Aaron Weiss (four 
years): “I do this to help out our 
community and I wanted to make 
sure somebody shows up, just as if 
I needed help as well.”

•Chief Robert Wrzosek (nine 
years): “I joined CCVRS after I 
joined Paint Bank to get my expe-
rience and also to help the com-
munity.”

•Josh Mitchell (ten years): “I 
joined because Johns Creek didn’t 
have any EMS up there and it 
takes 30 minutes to get up there 
sometimes and they needed the 

help in my area.”
•Bobby Huff man, Jr. (12 

years): “I joined to help out our 
community.”

•2nd Lieutenant Brent Mont-
gomery (almost three years): “I 
joined to help the community.”

•1st Lieutenant Trace Bellassai 
(three years): “I started off  in dis-
patching and realized we needed 
more EMTs so I joined to help.

•Duane Means (nine years): 
“I joined to help out the Sinking 
Creek area of the county.”

•April Huff man (12 years): “I 
joined because my mom was an 
EMT.” 

“We need people that care 
about their community and are 
willing to help those in the com-
munity in need of medical assis-
tance,” Bellassai shared. “It's very 
rewarding to know you're helping 
your neighbors.”

Th e early morning chorus of 
chirps and tweets has taken on 
a morose note as a mysterious 
illness is harming Virginia song-
birds.

Since late May, people have 
been reporting sick and dy-
ing birds affl  icted with swollen, 
crusty eyes and neurological 
symptoms—such as balancing 
issues and tremors. What began 
in a handful of states has now ex-
panded to include Washington 
D.C., Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana.

According to a statement re-
leased by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Wildlife Resources, 
cases in Virginia so far have been 

confi ned to the state’s northern 
and northwestern regions. Dis-
eases can spread where birds 
congregate, such as bird feeders 
and birdbaths, and wildlife ex-
perts are asking residents in this 
area to remove their feeders and 
keep birdbaths clean as a precau-
tion.

“Experts are still trying to de-
termine what’s causing the bird 
deaths,” said Stefanie Taillon, as-
sistant director of governmental 
relations for  Virginia Farm Bu-
reau Federation. “As with any 
unusual human-wildlife encoun-
ter, it’s important to report sight-
ings to the appropriate offi  cials.”

Th e DWR says between May 
23 and June 30, it received more 

than 1,400 reports of sick or dy-
ing birds in the northern and 
northwest areas, 450 of which 
involved birds with eye issues 
and/or neurological signs. Many 
species of birds have been af-
fected, but most instances are 
among fl edgling common grack-
les, blue jays, European starlings 
and American robins.

Offi  cials say there are no re-
ports of the mysterious illness 
causing health issues in poultry, 
livestock or humans.

Th e specifi c illness is still un-
known, and “multiple bacterial, 
viral and parasitic agents have 
not been detected in the bird 
samples tested,” said Sergio Har-
ding, bird conservation biologist 

for the DWR. “We continue to 
work with diagnostic laborato-
ries to investigate the cause of 
this event.”

Among the potential causes 
that have been ruled out are: sal-
monella, chlamydia, and viruses 
including avian infl uenza, West 
Nile, other fl aviviruses, Newcas-
tle disease virus and other para-
myxoviruses, herpesviruses and 
poxviruses; and Trichomonas 
parasites.

Homeowners and property 
owners in the aff ected geograph-
ic areas are encouraged to take 
the following steps for mitiga-
tion:

•Stop feeding birds until the 
deaths have subsided.

•Clean bird feeders and baths 
with a 10 percent bleach solu-
tion, rinse with water, and allow 
to air dry.

•Avoid handling birds. If han-
dling birds is necessary, wear dis-
posable gloves.

•If picking up a dead bird, 
avoid direct contact, and place it 
in a sealed plastic bag to dispose 
with household trash.

•Keep pets away from sick or 
dead birds as a precaution.

•Report sick or dying birds 
using the DWR’s bird mortality 
reporting form.

-Submitted by 
Megan Kirchgessner, 

DWR Wildlife Veterinarian

Homeowners urged to stop feeding 
backyard birds in wake of mysterious illness
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Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Huge Garage Sale 
Friday 7.23 
8am-4pm 

Saturday 7.24 
8am-4pm 

1100 Forest Ave 
Radford VA 

Clothes (some new), 
Kitchen, Christmas, and 

misc. items 
Rain or Shine 

Auctions

STORAGE 
AUCTION 

Salem Storage 
736 Roanoke Street 
Salem, Va.  24153 
July 29, 2021 at 11:30 am 
Salem Storage 
will conduct 
a public sale of 
merchandise to 
collect liens from the  
following delinquent 
building.  Owner 
Wanda Baier-Bordeaux 
Unit 73 
Cash Only 
We reserve the right to 
refuse bids. 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

accepting applications. 
Short waiting list, HUD 
subsidized, W/D hookups, 
private patio, water & 
trash incl. Fairfax Village 
Apts. 332 Fairfax St., 
Radford Cambridge 
Square 1805 Whipple Dr. 
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120  

  

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 
Mixed Hardwood. 
Call 540-529-2745 

Delivery in Botetourt only 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  
Unprinted end rolls of  
newsprint. Great for  
packing & shipping, moving 
& storage and  for art 
projects.  Various sizes  
available. Stop by the  
Salem Times-Register  1633 
West Main St.  or call 
(540)389-9355  for details. 

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use the patented 
Flea Beacon  

to control fleas in the 
home without toxic 
aerosols or expensive 
exterminators.  Results 
overnight!  H&H Outdoors 
254-2420. 
(www.fleabeacon.com) 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Administrative 
Assistant 

Botetourt Resource 
Center, Inc.  
Opportunity to help serve 
the community in busy 
non-profit agency 
Downtown Buchanan 
Qualified candidates must 
be reliable, organized, 
personable, enjoy working 
with the general public, 
especially senior citizens.  
Work collaboratively with 
local churches, civic 
organizations, businesses 
and other non-profits.  
Ability to responsively and 
efficiently manage 
priorities and maintain 
confidentiality and have 
MS Word, Excel and 
QuickBooks experience. 
Clerical duties include 
answering the telephone, 
filing, records 
management, assisting 
with activities and local 
errands. 
10-15 hours/week; flexible 
schedule. 
Mail or e-mail resume and 
references to BRC, Inc., 
P.O. Box 153, Buchanan, 
VA  24066 
mlucasbrc@yahoo.com 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 
The Salem TimesRegister 
has openings for 
afternoon/evening shift 
work inserting, labeling 
and bundling newspapers 
for delivery. No 
experience necessary. 
Hours may vary. Will train. 
$7.50 per hour. Contact 
Lynn Hurst, General 
Manager, Salem-Times 
Register (540)389-9355  
or email 
lhurst@ourvalley.org 

Quality Inn Radford 
Hiring Full-Part Time  
Front Desk Clerk and 

Housekeeping. 
Apply in Person. 
Ph-540-639-3000 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 
Home Based 
Coordinator 
 
Responsible for the 
supervision of all Home 
Based staff.  Provide 
direction, support and 
reinforcement to the 
Home Visitors.  Ensure 
the Home Base Program 
exemplifies the Head Start 
philosophy of supporting 
and encouraging family 
goals and objectives, 
involving parents in the 
development and 
education of their children, 
and strengthening the 
capacity of parents and 
families to become self-
sufficient and to support 
the general development 
of their own children.  
Serve as a resource 
person to Home Visitors 
and as the liaison 
between the Home 
Visitors and the Head 
Start Services Area staff.  
 

Through experience 
and/or training with 
established organizational 
skills which will ensure the 
proper operation of the 
program. 

Models respect and 
acceptance with staff and 
holds self just as 
responsible for the 
outcome of the program 
as anyone else.   

Shows loyalty to staff 
for their dedicated work 
and acknowledges their 
success to the agency. 

Demonstrated 
knowledge of preschool 
development, community 
resources and agencies 
that work with families. 

Seeks opportunities to 
provide training for 
professional development 
within the agency, the 
state and the region.  
Capable of working 
independently with staff or 
in tandem with other 
agencies/institutions. 

Represents the Home 
Based program to the 
community, volunteers 
and patrons in a 
professional manner. 

A Bachelor’s Degree 
with concentration in early 
childhood development or 
related field.  

Four years’ experience 
working with families and 
young children. 

Three years’ experience 
in a supervisory capacity. 
 
For a full job description 
please visit Indeed.com or 
at our website 
www.tapintohope.org 
 
Must be able to adjust 
work schedule as needed. 
Complete background 
h k i d FT

check required.  FT, 
w/competitive benefits.  
Salary:  $17.10- $23.56 
Per Hour.  Submit cover 
letter and resume to:  
TAP, Human Resources, 
Job Code:  HBC-EHS/HS, 
PO Box 2868, 302 2nd 
St., Roanoke, VA  24001-
2868 or fax to 540-345-
1944 
 
Applicant email address is 
required for response 
concerning this job.     
For more information 
about this job and to apply 
online:    
See our website:  
www.tapintohope.org 
TTY:  540-345-4096 
AA/EOE/Drug Free 
Workplace 
Bilinguals encouraged to 
apply. 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 
 
This person will perform 
task on dwellings to 
enhance the fuel 
conservation and reduce 
heating cost in 
accordance with the 
DHCD Weatherization 
Installation Standards 
 
Must be knowledgeable 

in Heating and Cooling 
Systems, Construction 
and Carpentry 
Must have experience 

using various tools and 
diagnostic equipment, 
read a tape measure, 
have basic mathematical 
skills 
Must possess the ability 

to understand and follow 
directions 
Must be able to read and 

speak English 
High school graduate or 

equivalent required 
Must have completed all 

Crew Technician classes 
and have a minimum of 6 
months Field Experience 
 
Must be able to adjust 
work schedule as needed. 
Complete background 
check required.  FT, 
w/competitive benefits.  
Salary:  $15.00- $17.00 
per hour.  Submit cover 
letter and resume to:  
TAP, Human Resources, 
Job Code:  CT2-ECHR  
Box 2868, 302 2nd St., 
Roanoke, VA  24001-2868
or fax to 540-345-1944 
 
Applicant email address is 
required for response 
concerning this job.     
For more information 
about this job and to apply 
online:    
See our website:  
www.tapintohope.org 
TTY:  540-345-4096 
AA/EOE/Drug Free 
Workplace 
Bilinguals encouraged to 
apply. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

PUBLIC NOTICE  
is hereby given that 
pursuant to VA State Code 
15.2-1719, Radford City 
Police Department is 
advertising a list of found 
and unclaimed property 
which is currently being 
stored in our evidence 
room.  If you have lost 
property and it matches the 
description below, please 
call (540) 267-3214 to 
identify and claim your 
property. 
Bicycles, Wallets, US 
Currency, Cell Phones, 
Firearms, Medical 
Equipment, Tobacco 
Products, Documents & 
Paperwork, Machetes, 
Knives, Personal Defense 
Devices, Keys, Purses, 
Jewelry, Coins, Clothes, 
Radios, Ammunition, Credit 
Cards, Tools and 
Electronics. 
You must show proof of 
ownership or provide a 
detailed description of your 
property.  All unclaimed 
property will be disposed of 
after August 1, 2021. 
Dated this July 12, 2021 – 
Radford City Police 
Department, 20 Robertson 
Street Radford, VA 24141 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Public Notice 
Environmental 

Permit 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To 
seek public comment and 
announce an informational 
briefing and public hearing 
on a draft permit from the 
Department of 
Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) for the Radford Army 
Ammunition Plant Facility to 
manage hazardous waste in 
in Radford, Virginia. 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD: July 21, 2021 to 
September 20, 2021. 
INFORMATIONAL 
BREIFING: 30 W. Main 
Street, Radford, VA 24141, 
Radford Public Library, 
Community Meeting Room, 
on August 12, 2021 from 
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
PUBLIC HEARING: 30 W. 
Main Street, Radford, VA 
24141, Radford Public 
Library,  Community 
Meeting Room, on August 
25, 2021 at 7:00 pm 
PERMIT NAME AND 
NUMBER: Hazardous 
Waste Treatment Permit, 
EPA ID No. VA1210020730 
APPLICANT NAME: 
Radford Army Ammunition 
Plant 
FACILITY NAME AND 
LOCATION: Radford Army 
Ammunition Plant, 4050 
Peppers Ferry Road, 
Radford, VA  24143.  
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Radford Army Ammunition 
Plant applied for a reissued 
permit on March 20, 2012, 
for treatment of waste 
explosives by incineration. 
The facility is in Radford, 
Virginia. The draft permit 
will allow the facility to treat 
waste pyrotechnics, 
explosives, and propellants 
by incineration and store 
hazardous waste in tanks. 
HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ 
accepts comments by hand-
delivery, e-mail, fax or 
postal mail. All comments 
must include the name, 
address and telephone 
number of the person 
commenting and be 
received by DEQ within the 
comment period. The public 
may also write to the 
contact person at the 
address below to be added 
to the facility mailing list. 
The public may review the 
draft permit, fact sheet, and 
application at the DEQ, Blue 
Ridge Regional Office at 
901 Russell Drive, Salem, 
Virginia 24153, every 
workday by appointment.  
Copies of the permit 
documents are also 
available at the DEQ, Office 
of Financial Responsibility 
and Waste Programs, 1111 
East Main Street, Suite 
1400, Richmond, Virginia 
23219, Radford Public 
Library, 30 W. Main Street, 
Radford, VA 24141, and the 
DEQ website 
www.deq.virginia.gov.  
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC 
COMMENTS, DOCUMENT 
REQUESTS AND 
ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION: Ashby 
Scott; DEQ, Office of 
Financial Responsibility and 
Waste Programs,  
P.O. Box 1105,  
Richmond, Virginia, 23218; 
Phone: 804 698-4467;  
Fax (804) 698-4178;  
E-mail: 
Ashby.Scott@deq.virginia. 
gov. 

Request for 
Proposals 

City of Radford 
East Main Street Business 

District Pedestrian 
Improvements 

The City of Radford is 
seeking expressions of 
interest from consulting 
engineering firms who wish 
to be considered to provide 
professional engineering 
services for: The City of 
Radford East Main 
Business District Pedestrian 
Improvements.  The 
selected firm(s) will partner 
with a downtown planning 
committee to develop 
shovel ready concepts that 
are aimed at expanding and 
improving the existing 
pedestrian-built 
environments. 
The objective of this project 
is to create outdoor spaces 
for outdoor dining, retail 
displays, green spaces, 
seating, and other uses.  In 
addition, the selected firm(s) 
will also evaluate concepts 
to improve the existing 
pedestrian system and 
introduce traffic calming 
measures to reduce 
vehicular speed.  Services 
may include, but not be 
limited to: planning 
perspectives, design, 
developing construction 
estimates, and other 
professional services as 
required to increase 
preparedness for the 
purpose of pursuing 
implementation funding. 
 
The full RFP may be 
obtained from the City of 
Radford Website 
www.radfordva.gov or on 

the eVA website 
https://www.eva.virginia.gov 
 
Submit a searchable PDF 
file to Kim Repass at 
kim.repass@radfordva.gov.  
The proposal must be 
received at the City office 
no later than 4:00 PM on 
August 2, 2021. 
 
The City is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
Minority and/or female 
owned business firms are 
encouraged to apply. 

Request for 
Proposals 

City of Radford 
East Main Street 

Downtown Business 
District Building 

Revitalization Project 
The City of Radford is 
seeking expressions of 
interest from consulting 
engineering firms who wish 
to be considered to provide 
professional architectural 
and/or engineering services 
for: The City of Radford 
East Main Street Downtown 
Business District Building 
Revitalization Project.  The 
selected firm(s) will partner 
with a downtown planning 
committee to develop 
exterior and interior building 
design concepts that are 
aimed at improving the 
downtown streetscape and 
quality of building stock. 
The objective of this project 
is to eliminate blighting 
conditions, increase building 
occupancy, and grow the 
downtown mixed-use 
environment.  Services may 
include, but not be limited 
to: planning perspectives, 
design, developing 
construction estimates, and 
other professional services 
as required to increase 
preparedness for the 
purpose of pursuing 
implementation funding. 
 
The full RFP may be 
obtained from the City of 
Radford Website 
www.radfordva.gov or on 
the eVA website 
https://www.eva.virginia.gov 
 
Submit a searchable PDF 
file to Kim Repass at 
kim.repass@radfordva.gov.  
The proposal must be 
received at the City office 
no later than 4:00 PM on 
August 2, 2021. 
 
The City is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
Minority and/or female 
owned business firms are 
encouraged to apply. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given to all 
interested persons that the 
Board of Appeals (Building) 
of the City of Salem, 
Virginia will hold public 
hearings, in accordance 
with the provisions of 
Section 18-38 Code of City 
of Salem, Virginia, on 
August 4, 2021, at 3:00pm 
in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 114 North Broad 
Street, in the City of Salem, 
Virginia.  The purpose of the 
meeting and hearings shall 
be to determine if a certain 
structure is dangerous to 
the inhabitants of the City 
and whether such structure 
should be ordered to be 
repaired or demolished.  
The structure is located as 
follows:  
 
(1) A dilapidated structure 
located at 17 7th Street 
Street, Salem, Virginia  
(Tax Map # 184 – 2 – 2). 
 
All parties in interest at the 
public hearings will be given 
an opportunity to be heard, 
present evidence, and show 
cause why action by the 
City and Board to remedy a 
potential dangerous 
situation should or should 
not be granted.  For 
additional information, 
contact the Building 
Official’s Office, 21 South 
Bruffey Street, Salem, 
Virginia (Phone 375-3036). 
 
THE BOARD OF BUILDING 
APPEALS OF THE CITY 
OF SALEM 
 
BY Troy D. Loving 
Troy D. Loving,  
Building Official 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 
 
SANDROCO, LLC, trading 
as Sandro’s Pizzeria & 
Italian Restaurant,  
2775 Market St. NE, 
Christiansburg, Montgomery 
County, Virginia 24073. 
 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) 
AUTHORITY for a Beer and 
Wine On Premises + Mixed 
Beverages license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic 
beverages.  
 
Alessandro Pugliese, 
Owner 
 
NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC 
no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the 
first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be 
registered at  
www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200. 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316 
Case No. JJ019381-01-00 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
J & DR – JUV (CHRISTB)  
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court  
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
in re ELSAYED, LAURA 
The object of this suit is to: 
CUSTODY 
It is ORDERED that the 
defendant ELSAYED, 
AHMED HASSAN appear at 
the above-named Court and 
protect his or her interests 
on or before 09/01/2021 
08:30 AM 
07/12/2021  
Amie Blankenship 
CLERK 

AT&T Mobility, LLC 
is proposing to construct a 
30 foot metal pole 
telecommunications tower 
facility located near Patrick 
Henry Drive, Blacksburg, 
Montgomery Co., VA 24060 
(37 14 45.28 N, 80 24 51.36 
W). Any interested party 
wishing to submit comments 
regarding the potential 
effects the proposed facility 
may have on any historic 
property may do so by 
sending comments to: 
Project 6121004806 –  
JLD EBI Consulting, 6876 
Susquehanna Trail South, 
York, PA 17403, or  
via telephone at  
(203) 231-6643. 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA VA. CODE  
§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 
20-104  
Case No. CL21-888 
ROANOKE COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT   
305 E. MAIN ST SALEM, 
VA 24153    
ALTIZER, ZANDER LEE 
v. 
MCGUIRE, CONNER LEE 
The object of this suit is to:  
NAME CHANGE OF 
MINOR  
It is ORDERED that Ashley 
Altizer appear at the above-
named court and protect 
his/her interests on 8/27/21 
@ 11:00 AM 
 
Enter 7/16/21 
Judge Dorsey 

CAUSE NO.  
2021-07472 

RECEIPT NO. 1010158, 
$8.00, VBF 
06/03/2021  
TR # 82976137, EML 
PLAINTIFF:  
SULLIVAN, AMBER DAWN 
In The 311TH Judicial 
District Court 
vs. 
DEFENDANT:  
SULLIVAN, JERAMIE 
WARD of Harris County, 
Texas 
 
CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HARRIS 
 
TO: SULLIVAN, JERAMIE 
WARD, AND TO ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 
WHOSE RESIDENCE 
AND WHEREABOUTS ARE 
UNKNOWN, 
RESPONDENT(S): 
 
You have been sued. You 
may employ an attorney. If 
you or your attorney do not 
file a written answer with the 
Clerk who issued this 
citation by 10:00 a.m. on the 
Monday next following the 
expiration of 20 days after 
you were served this 
citation and ORIGINAL 
PETITION FOR DIVORCE 
Petition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you. 
The Petition of SULLIVAN, 
AMBER DAWN Petitioner, 
was filed in the 311TH 
Court of Harris 
County, Texas, on the 5TH 
day of FEBRUARY, 2021, 
against SULLIVAN, 
JERAMIE WARD, 
Respondent(s), 
and the said suit being 
numbered 2021-07472 on 
the docket of said Court, 
and entitled “In the Matter of 
the Marriage” of SULLIVAN, 
AMBER DAWN and 

TRUSTEE'S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 
In execution of a Deed of 
Trust in the original principal 
amount of $107,100.00, 
with an annual interest rate 
of 4.250000% dated April 
30, 2014, recorded among 
the land records of the 
Circuit Court for the County 
of Craig as Deed Book 192, 
Page 584, the undersigned 
appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction all that 
property located in the 
County of Craig, on the 
courthouse steps at the 
front of the Circuit Court 
building for the County of 
Craig located at182 Main 
Street, New Castle, Virginia 
on August 17, 2021 at 2:00 
PM, the property with 
improvements to wit: 
 
Tax Map No. 66-1-3 
 
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR. 
 
TERMS OF SALE:  ALL 
CASH.  A bidder's deposit 
of 10% of the sale price, will 
be required in cash, certified
or cashier's check.  
Settlement within fifteen 
(15) days of sale, otherwise 
Trustees may forfeit 
deposit.  Additional terms to 
be announced at sale.  
Loan type: USDA.  
Reference Number  
21-288873. 
PROFESSIONAL 
FORECLOSURE 
CORPORATION OF 
VIRGINIA, Substitute 
Trustees, C/O LOGS 
LEGAL GROUP LLP,  
10021 Balls Ford Road, 
Suite 200, Manassas, 
Virginia 20109  
(703) 449-5800. 
 
Publication Dates: 
July 14 and July 21, 2021 

Legals - Town of 
New Castle

Legals - Roanoke 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County
SULLIVAN, JERAMIE 
WARD and in the interest of 
the child(ren): NAME: 
CULIN ALEXANDER 
SULLIVAN, DOB: 04/01/13, 
PLACE OF BIRTH: 
HOUSTON, 
STATE WHERE CHILD 
LIVES NOW: TEXAS; the 
nature of which suit is a 
request to ORIGINAL 
PETITION FOR DIVORCE. 
“The Court has authority in 
this suit to enter any 
judgment or decree 
dissolving the marriage and 
providing for the division of 
property and custody and 
support of the children, 
which will be binding on 
you.” 
ISSUED AND GIVEN 
UNDER MY HAND AND 
SEAL OF SAID COURT AT 
HOUSTON TEXAS ON 
THIS 
THE 15TH day of JUNE, 
2021. 
 
Lonya Porter  
Deputy 
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states.  Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" landonc@
vpa.net

FARM EQUIPMENT 

OWN LAND IN VIRGINIA? 
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to 
lease your land. Call now for free info 
packet 1-866-309-1507  HYPERLINK 
"http://www.BaseCampLeasing.com" 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting 
at $235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap 
Call 804-739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 
FREE Months! 1-855-677-4975

HELP WANTED 

Insurance Premium Auditor: Local 
Independent Field Trainee, Part-Time 
in VA, excellent Fees. Auditing, Ac-
counting or Insurance Background 
and Computer Skills Required. Info/
apply www.rtsltd.net 980-222-7400.

HIRING? We can help you  ll your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-

tions reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK "https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com" https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 

Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
"http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress" 

www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 

Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-

tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974
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Craig County names new Athletic Director, coaches     
Jimmy Fisher is the new football coach, CCHS grad Suzanne Gans-Crawford 
is the volleyball coach and Brock Jones returns to take over girls’ basketball

You won’t know the Craig 
County sports coaches without 
a program this year. Unless, that 
is, you’ve been following Rocket 
sports for the past 20 years or so.

Craig County has hired three 
new coaches and all three are fa-
miliar names to Rocket sports 
fans. Craig native Jimmy Fisher 
has been hired to coach the foot-
ball team, Suzanne Gans-Craw-
ford is the new volleyball coach 
and Brock Jones will be taking 
over the girls’ basketball program 
in the winter.

All this and Craig has a new 
athletic director as well! Carrie 
Hutton has resigned from her ath-
letic coordinator position and will 
be replaced by Susan Stimeling, 
who assumes the position of 
athletic director. Susan is also an 
assistant principal and will take 
over athletic duties that have been 
shared by principal Melissa Whit-
ing and Hutton. Carrie will retain 
her duties as secretary at Craig 
County High.

Fisher will replace Mark Harri-
son, who went 4-26 in three years 
as head coach. Th e Rockets did 
not fi eld a team due to the corona-
virus pandemic last fall and opted 
out of the spring schedule. Har-
rison resigned so he can watch his 
son play for Lord Botetourt this 
fall, leaving the program without 
a coach with the fi rst scheduled 

practice just weeks away.
Fisher stepped up to save a pro-

gram he’s been a big part of over 
the years. Jimmy brings a wealth 
of experience to the football pro-
gram, and a love of Craig County. 
A 1985 graduate of then New 
Castle High School, Fisher played 
for coach Charlie Darling on the 
1984 team that fi nished 8-2. 

Jimmy ran the sandlot football 
program for 11 years, often pick-
ing up kids who didn’t have a ride 
to practice and recruiting young 
players. He also coached sandlot 
teams for fi ve years and won the 
valley-wide Sandlot Super Bowl 
in 2000 at Salem Stadium. He 
then assisted with the high school 
team for four years with many of 
the same players who were on that 
sandlot team. He assisted Rod 
Tenney for two years and Mark 
McPherson for two more, coach-
ing the defense on the ’05 team 
that won the Pioneer District 
championship under McPherson.

Fisher next took a position on 
the North Cross School coaching 
staff , where he helped Lee John-
son for three years, including a 
state private school championship 
in 2007. He moved to William 
Fleming when Johnson became 
the head coach there was served 
as associate head coach along with 
current Salem High coach Don 
Holter, who guided the Spartans 

to a Class 4 state championship in 
the spring.

With football in mind Jimmy 
went back to school to earn his 
teaching degree, hoping to some-
day be a high school head coach. 
While going to school he assisted 
former Rockets’ head coach Philip 
King, who had taken a position at 
James River. Fisher was at River 
for four years, three under King 
and one under Jacob Phillips.

Th e next stop for Fisher was 
Roanoke County, where he 
coached at Glenvar for two years. 
He was part of a district champi-
onship team at Glenvar as well. 
Fisher has been out of coaching 
for the past three years, selling real 
estate and teaching in the Cave 
Spring system.

“I’ve been at fi ve schools and 
won a championship in four of 
them,” said Fisher, who hopes to 
bring that magic back to the land 
he loves. He’ll be teaching at Craig 
County as well and will continue 
to sell real estate on the side.

Fisher has already assembled a 
staff  that reads like a “who’s who” 
of Craig County football. Craig 
County graduate Jamie Simp-
kins will be the middle school 
coach and a varsity assistant and 
four other former Rocket greats 
have joined the staff , Brock Jones, 
Casey Hancock, Jeremy How-
ell and Robert “Cooter” Hypes. 

John Th omas and Danny Owens 
round out a staff  of seven assis-
tants, and they’re ready to roll up 
their sleeves and get to work.

“Community support has been 
good and I expect a high turnout 
for the team,” said Fisher. “Th ere’s 
no secret sauce. Th e secret sauce 
is hard work, and we have to all 
be in this together. I have a saying, 
‘you can’t push and go anywhere, 
everyone has to pull.”

Fisher is looking for commu-
nity support in the form of mon-
etary donations. Th e fi elds at the 
high school are not in good shape 
and it’s going to take some work 
to get them up to speed.

“We want to address all the 
fi elds,” said Fisher. “I’m not just 
here for football, I’m here for 
Craig County, and I want every-
thing to be fi rst class.”

In the gym, Gans-Crawford 
will replace retiring Geoff  Boyer 
as the new varsity volleyball coach. 
A 2002 Craig County graduate 
and outstanding athlete, Suzanne 
played on the team that went to 
the state quarterfi nal under coach 
Stacy Jones. Gans-Crawford said a 
lot of what she’ll do comes from 
Stacy.

“I learned a lot from her,” she 
said. “Stacy not only had a great 
program, but she molded me as 
an athlete. I’ll also use some things 
I learned from Carrie(Hutton) 

and Geoff . I’ve been lucky to be 
around some great coaches.”

Debbie Boitnotte will assistant 
Suzanne and coach the jayvee and 
middle school teams and Haley 
Smith is a volunteer coach on the 
staff . 

When the winter sports come 
around Brock Jones will replace 
Randy Hale as head basketball 
coach for the Rocket girls’ team. 
Jones is a 2006 graduate of Craig 
who scored over 1,500 points as a 
student and is the school’s all-time 
scoring leader. He’s been coaching 
a travel team with Craig girls so he’s 
quite familiar with what’s coming 
up, and he expects to have 11 or 12 
girls from the 10th through 12th 
grades on the varsity.

“I know there are three girls 
who weren’t going to play who 
have decided to play,” he said. 
“We’ve been having open gym, 
but this has all happened in the 
past week so there’s still a lot to be 
done.”

Leeann Mattox, a former 
Rocket player, will be the varsity 
assistant and Tommy Fisher will 
coach the middle school and jay-
vee teams and also help with the 
varsity.

“I’m excited,” said Jones. “I’ve 
been talking to Ryan(boys’ coach 
Frazier) about times for open gym 
in the fall so we can all have plenty 
of gym time.”

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMANSuzanne Gans-Crawford is the new head volleyball coach.

Jimmy Fisher(left with baseball cap) talks to his sandlot Craig County Cougars 
during his successful run in the youth program.

Brock Jones, the new girls’ basketball coach, is the all-time leading scorer for Craig 
County with over 1,500 points.

USA Softball in Virginia's Blue Ridge Th is Week
USA Softball is back 

in Virginia’s Champi-
onship City this week. 
Salem will host teams, 
coaches, umpires and 
fans for the 2021 USA 
Softball GOLD National 
Championships through 
Saturday July 24.Th e 
tournaments feature 64 
teams from across the na-
tion who will be compet-
ing in the 16-Under and 
18-Under age divisions.

Participating teams 
earned a berth to the 
GOLD National Cham-
pionship through a net-
work of qualifying tourna-
ments and through berths 
awarded by USA Softball’s 
Chief Executive Offi  cer. 
Th is elite event for USA 
Softball will see 28 teams 
participate in the 16-Un-
der division while 36 
teams will fi ght their way 

through the 18-Under di-
vision. Both divisions will 
participate in pool play 
Monday and Tuesday be-
fore competing in double-
elimination bracket play, 
which is scheduled to be-
gin on Wednesday, July 
21. Th e Championship 
contests will take place on 
Saturday, July 24, at 3 pm 
for both divisions with the 
“if-necessary” games slated 
for 5 p.m. that same day.

Th e week-long com-
petition will be played 
across three locations, 
including the Arnold 
Burton Softball Complex 
and Th e James I. Moyer 
Sports Complex in Salem 
as well as the Botetourt 
Sports Complex. Games 
for the 16-Under division 
will be played primarily 
at Botetourt Sports Com-
plex, while additional 

games will take place at 
Arnold Burton Softball 
Complex before capping 
the tournament at James 
Moyer Sports Complex. 
Th e 18-Under division 
will be played at Arnold 
Burton Softball Complex 
and James Moyer Sports 
Complex. Championship 
games for both divisions 
will take place at James 
Moyer Sports Complex 
on Saturday, July 24. Live 
stats and video coverage 
will be available all week 
long at USASoftball.com.

Created in 1994, the 
USA Softball GOLD 
National Championships 
garner a rich history with 
27 18-Under Champi-
ons having been crowned 
over the years while seven 
16-Under teams have 
walked away with a tro-
phy since the division’s 

addition to the tourna-
ment in 2014. Making its 
fi rst-ever appearance in 

Salem, Virginia, the 2021 
USA Softball GOLD Na-
tionals will bring together 

the nation’s top talent for 
an exciting week of soft-
ball and competition.
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