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SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig County School Board was ready at the July meeting to jump-start the upcoming school year with many 
positive ideas. Samuel Foster, shown here, addressed many issues to the Board.

School Board jump starting 
upcoming school year

With all Board members present, 
the July School Board meeting covered 
many topics pertaining to the upcom-
ing school year.

Superintendent Jeanette Warwick 
reported that annually, Craig County 
schools get a special education perfor-
mance report.

“Th is year our report was based on 
data from the 2018-2019 school year. 
Th ere are 14 indicators, and we did 
not meet the state target for two,” she 
said.

•Students with disabilities grades 
7-12 who dropped out. Craig County 
was 1.69 and state target wants you to 
be under 1.40. Obviously if one child 
does not graduate, that is not ok with 
us, therefore we will be addressing that 
this upcoming year

•School age least restrictive environ-
ment for students served in separate 
public or private schools - children 
that need to go to a school due to a 
special nature of their disability. We 
have fi ve percent. We only have three 
children and we do not send kids out 
of town unless we absolutely cannot 
meet their needs here

Warwick continued, “Th e Coali-
tion of Small Rural Schools are spon-

soring a ‘Crumbling Schools Tour.’”
Th e notice stated that “Th is tour 

will allow decision makers to have a 
fi rst-hand account of the conditions 
our students and staff  endure on a 
daily basis. Unfortunately, rural, and 
high poverty areas have more than 
their fair share of school infrastructure 
needs. Th e goal of these tours is not 
to call out or cast blame, but to bring 
awareness to the diff erence in what is, 
compared to what could be. Th is issue 
cannot be solved by localities alone. 
Th is issue cannot be solved by the 
Commonwealth alone. Th e only real 
solution to this ever-growing problem 
is to combine federal, state and local 
resources to ensure that a student’s zip 
code is not a predictor of the quality of 
the education they receive.”

“In Region 6, we were asked to host 
this tour,” Warwick continued. “Th ere 
will be diff erent legislators coming 
and the Board of Supervisors and the 
School Board were invited to come. 
Th is is to give them an idea of the 
things we are still in need of.”

Craig County Public Schools 
(CCPS) were visited on July 22 at 
10:30 a.m.

Trace Bellassai is the Board repre-
sentative for Governor School and 
reported that they are still reviewing 
some of the guidance concerns for 

admissions and discussing a waiver. 
However, he reported that the good 
news is, CCPS is sending an additional 
student this year.

Warwick shared, “I have been so 
hoping to be able to give a defi nite an-
swer about masks when school starts. 
However, the current Governor’s order 
requires us to wear masks while chil-
dren are here and on school property 
and on school buses.”

Th is mandate expired July 28, 
therefore new mandates will be given, 
as school starts soon.

Warwick did add that tempera-
tures checks are no longer required at 
the door, however, they still monitor 
symptoms, “just as we do during fl u 
season.”

Grading scales in schools are a con-
sistent issue and Warwick shared that 
she has been approached several times 
over the last few years about the one at 
CCPS, requesting the ten-point grad-
ing scale.

Samuel Foster had conducted a sur-
vey with the teachers for their personal 
input, as Warwick wanted to hear the 
comments of every teacher, grades 
K-12.

Foster reported that the survey was 
conducted June 2021, asking teachers 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
There's nothing like eating every else's homemade cooking 
and baking. When it is added to a wonderful group of 
people, it doubles the enjoyment. On Sunday, August 15, 
the Old Salem Church will have its annual potluck at 1 p.m. 
All are invited to bring a dish, a chair and have fun. 

The Old Salem 
Church continues 
its annual picnic

As life begins again for the 
United States of America, so 
does annual events in our 
county.

Th e Old Salem Church 
has announced that it will 
be having its Annual Home-
coming Potluck Picnic this 
year on Sunday, August 15, 
at 1 p.m.

Said Jean Bradley, “Th is 
year will we not have a ser-
vice inside the church, but 
will have some things out-
side under the pavilion, so 
bring a comfortable chair.”

She did note though that 
the church will be open for 
anyone wishing to go inside, 
adding that there is no run-
ning water or electricity, but 
a porta-john is on the church 
property for use.

Th ough there are no Sun-
day or Wednesday services, 
and the lot is empty most 
of the time. Two events, 
however, still happen like 
clockwork at the Old Sa-
lem Church on Route 42 
in Craig County that create 
standing room-only events. 
Th is excludes last year due to 
the COVID-19 regulations.

Bradley and many friends 
and relatives have worked 
diligently to keep this won-
derful tradition alive.

Th e church was estab-
lished in 1883, and the fi rst 
Christmas Candlelight ser-
vice was held in December 
2001.

Since then, they have 
only missed Christmas due 
to bad weather one year and 
the pandemic of last year.

Th e little church has two 
functions annually: a Home-
coming picnic in the sum-
mer and the Christmas Can-
dlelight service in December.

“We continue this be-
cause it seems so many 
would be disappointed if we 
didn’t,” Bradley noted.

People attend every year 
from all corners of Craig 
County. Some even drive in 
from other states for the spe-
cial occasion.

Th is year’s summer fun 
Homecoming picnic will be 
on Sunday, August 15. Th e 
entire community is invited, 
and it is a potluck. “Th ere’s 
always so much food to 
choose from,” attendees al-
ways say when the event 
concludes. “But there is al-
ways plenty left over too.”

For more information, 
contact Enola C. Ross at 
(540)864-6175.

Bring your lawn chair, 
your favorite dish and enjoy 
a relaxing and fun afternoon, 
as Bradley always says, “Ev-
eryone is welcome.”

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig County Historical Society reopened its doors for their dinners 
and packed out both reservation times. The kitchen served everyone 
almost as soon as they sat down with a hot meal and homemade desserts. 

Historical Society hosts their 
appetizing dinners once again

Craig County High 
graduates embrace for 
next chapter in their lives

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Graduating from high school is certainly an 
accomplishment. Not being able to see friends every 
day, however, is what most people say they miss about 
high school. Locally, several graduates vowed to keep 
in touch, regardless of where life takes them. From 
left to right, Nicole Austin, Dalton Henderson, Hunter 
Ashley, Autumn Hutchison, Clayton Owens and Bryson 
Taylor. 

If there is one thing people like to 
do, it is to eat. Even with the fl avorful 
meal recently served at the Old Hotel, 
laughter, smiles and a jovial atmo-
sphere took center stage.

Th e Craig County Historical Soci-
ety, once again, hosted their infamous 
dinners at the Old Hotel on Main 
Street, having packed reservations for 
both serving meals.

Th eir meal included a nice portion 
of ham, green beans, baked macaroni 
and cheese, a roll and drinks.

It was followed by a selection of 
homemade desserts including, straw-
berry cake with fresh strawberries, 
cherry cheesecake, chocolate cake, 
peanut butter cake, coconut cake and 
peach cobbler.

Th e kitchen staff  were more than 
ready to have everyone’s meal served 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Historical, page 5

See School, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ponds
 6. “Unbelievable” musicians
 9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater 
objects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” 
actress Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Unrefi ned
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell
49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by
61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the 
future
65. A very large body of 
water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. Sudden, very loud sound
 4. Type of chair
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Broad volcanic crater
 8. Some animals have it
 9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” director
14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs

32. Sings to
34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with 
diffi culty
37. Farewell
40. Senior offi cer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure
53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth 
fi nish
56. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate 
(abbr.)
65. Heavy metal

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 

to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. 
For more information, 
contact (540) 864-8686 
or send an email to 

stjohnnewcastle@tds.net. 
 

SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/

Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 1, 
Roanoke, VA 24012. All 
County Committee meetings 
are open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 

The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 

The Upper Craig 
Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department will have its 
First Annual Car/Truck/
Motorcycle/Tractor Show 
and fundraiser with hot 
dog dinner. 

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 14

•Old Salem Church 
Annual picnic on Route 
42 is expected to return. 
For more information, 
contact Enola Ross at 
540-864-6175 or 540-
309-4954. 

• The Craig County 
Fairgrounds Summer 
Derby is scheduled to 
take place. Open to small 
and large cars. Pre-derby 
events will be the Power 
Wheels derby for the tikes 
and the Lawnmower derby 
for the tweens. Come out 
and enjoy an evening of 

demolition, community 
and fun. Food vendors 
will be on site. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

The Catawba Valley 
Ruritan Club is hosting 
a Bluegrass Concert at 
3:30 p.m. at the Catawba 
Community Center. 
This is a free event, but 
donations would be greatly 
appreciated. Money raised 
will help fund projects 
in the Catawba Valley, 
surrounding areas and 
various organizations. The 
event will be cancelled if 
weather does not permit.  

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 9 

The Craig County 
Fall Festival Saturday is 
expected to last from 9 
am to 5 pm. Contact 
Robyn Foster at 540-977-
8395 for more info or to 
reserve a booth.  If you 
register by September 1, 
you get the early bird rate 
of $45.00. Afterwards it 
is $50. Registration ends 
September 30.
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New school mandates offi  cially announced
With school starting in less 

than a week, the Governor 
has released information for 
the schools to use as guide-
lines.  

Therefore, an announce-
ment was made by Superin-
tendent Jeanette Warwick: 
“The Virginia Department of 
Health (VDH) and the Vir-

ginia Department of Educa-
tion (VDOE) released a docu-
ment on Wednesday, July 21, 
‘Interim guidance for CO-
VID-19 prevention in Vir-
ginia Pre K-12 Schools.’ The 
document mirrors the current 
CDC recommendations that 
students and non-vaccinated 
staff should continue to wear 
masks in school. However, 
decision-making authority 
regarding masking has been 

granted to local school divi-
sions.   My recommendations 
are as follows, which are sup-
ported by the Craig County 
School Board.” 

•Masks will no longer be 
required for staff and students 
beginning July 26, 2021.   I 
believe the decision about 
masking should be a choice 
for families and staff mem-
bers. If families wish for their 
students to continue wearing 

a mask or if staff members 
wish to wear a mask, then, of 
course, they will be allowed 
to do so.

•There is still a Federal Ex-
ecutive Order in place that 
requires the wearing of masks 
while using public transporta-
tion, which applies to school 
buses. Therefore, our students 
and drivers must continue to 
wear masks if using CCPS 
transportation, unless there is 

a medical condition.
•We will continue to prac-

tice good hygiene and pre-
vention strategies such as 
handwashing, monitoring 
students/staff for signs of ill-
ness, etc., as we have always 
done. 

“I look forward to see-
ing all of you at the division 
Open House on Thursday, 
August 5, from 3:00 to 6:00 
p.m.,” Warwick concluded. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SCC off ers insurance tips for students heading to college
After anywhere from 

months to more than a year 
of virtual learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many 
students will soon be heading 
to college campuses for in-
person instruction during the 
fall semester. In addition to 
new courses, teachers, friends, 
surroundings and living ac-
commodations, it also can 
mean new insurance needs.

The State Corporation 
Commission’s Bureau of In-
surance encourages Virgin-
ians to make sure their back-
to-school checklist includes a 
thorough review of their own 
and their student’s insurance 
needs. “Know before they go 
what your student’s insurance 
needs will be and make sure 
they have the right coverage,” 
said Virginia Insurance Com-
missioner Scott A. White. 
“Protect yourself and your 

family by reviewing insurance 
coverage for your student’s 
health, auto, living space and 
belongings and make sure they 
understand the coverage.”

Th e Bureau off ers the follow-
ing insurance considerations 
for parents and students:

HEALTH
College students have sev-

eral options for getting health 
insurance. Under the federal 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
students may stay on their 
parents’ health insurance un-
til age 26. If your student 
remains on your health insur-
ance policy, make sure he or 
she has a copy of all insurance 
cards and understands what 
services are covered and how 
to obtain referrals, if neces-
sary, before seeking treatment. 
Under some health insurance 
policies, your student would 
need to find a physician or 

hospital within the carrier’s 
provider network – except for 
emergency care – or pay more 
out of pocket.

Students who do not have 
health insurance through a 
parent's policy, or who have 
limited coverage due to pro-
vider networks or service 
areas, may opt to purchase 
a student health insurance 
plan through their college 
or university. Students also 
can apply for a private health 
insurance plan through the 
health insurance marketplace 
at  HealthCare.gov. Students 
may qualify for a Special En-
rollment Period for health 
insurance. To learn more, 
visit  healthcare.gov/coverage-
outside-open-enrollment/spe-
cial-enrollment-period/.

HOME
College students often 

take many valuable items 

with them to school includ-
ing computers, printers, tele-
visions, bicycles and mobile 
phones. Consider how much 
it would cost to replace every-
thing in your student’s dorm 
or apartment should a theft or 
disaster occur.

For students who live in 
on-campus student housing, 
their parents’ homeowners or 
renters policy may cover their 
belongings if they are stolen 
or damaged. However, there 
may be limits to the amount 
of coverage provided for such 
items. Some items such as 
jewelry or expensive electron-
ics may require special cov-
erage. In the event of a loss, 
policy deductibles may also 
apply.

Students living off-campus 
should consider renters insur-
ance, an inexpensive form of 
coverage that protects per-

sonal property and insures 
the tenant in case someone is 
injured while on their leased 
premises. Landlords’ poli-
cies generally only cover the 
structure, not the possessions 
of renters. Renters insurance 
premiums vary depending on 
the location and size of the 
rental unit and the value of 
your possessions.

Encourage your student 
that, no matter where he or she 
lives, it’s important to make a 
list of his or her belongings. 
An inventory will help you 
and your student determine 
how much insurance is needed 
and, if a loss occurs, the inven-
tory can be used to fi le a claim. 
Th e National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners of-
fers a free smartphone app that 
makes creating an inventory 

See Insurance, page 4
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Caption correction
Last week’s front-page article titled “CCHS Senior 

Class of 2021 graduates” mentioned that Claire Deplazes 
and Alexus Jones will be roommates at Oklahoma Uni-
versity in the fall. It should have said Oklahoma State 
University which is in Stillwater.

Roanoke Valley clean-up eff orts unite the community

Almost everyone knows 
people who are economically 
disadvantaged. Defined as the 
inability to compete in busi-
ness or pay their debts due to 
diminished credit or capital 
opportunities, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau statistics recently 
estimated that nearly one-
fourth of the total population 
falls under that category. 

Two years ago, through the 
vision and leadership of Aldri-
ca Anderson and her Veteran 
Affordable Senior Housing 
(VASH) team, the Roanoke 
Valley Beautification Day ini-
tiative was created. Beautifica-
tion Day, noted Anderson, is 
an opportunity for Southwest 
Virginia residents, families 
and visitors to come together 
to beautify homes, parks and 
neighborhoods.

“This day pays homage to 
my dad who was born and 
raised in Roanoke. At 85 years 

young, he asked if there was 
anything I could do to help 
fight the blight and other 
needs in the communities he 
has a wealth of memories in,” 
she said. 

Rain was a factor in last 
year’s inaugural event at Ken-
nedy Park, however, it wasn't 
a deterrent as dozens of vol-
unteers still showed up to 
beautify homes. This year’s 
theme was "Can't Stop the 
Feeling,” and over a 100 Roa-
noke County, Roanoke, Craig 
County and Salem volunteers 
as well as out of state visitors 
arrived at Eureka Park around 
9 a.m. on July 24 to plant 
flowers, pick up trash and 
rake mulch, among numerous 
other things. 

Constructed to unite the 
Roanoke Valley community 
through the concept of love, 
volunteer Keara Moore said 
she embraced the opportunity 
to speak with locals on their 
perceptions of the Watershed 
Academy Program. “It's im-

portant to see people flourish 
and succeed by loving, caring 
and supporting one another. 
Not only this, but tree plant-
ing and landscaping heav-
ily benefits one's mental and 
physical health in numerous 
ways,” Moore said. 

Rob Ward, Food Lion’s 
Regional Director of Opera-
tions, donated ice, water and 
an ice cream truck for the 
July 24 event. “We always 
look for community events 
that we can be a part of,” he 
said. “Our associates see these 
people in our stores daily and 
being there for them outside 
of a store setting helps build 
that relatedness and helps us 
get to know them better. It all 
starts with just trying to be a 
good human being and caring 
for others in any way that we 
can.” 

Free books, courtesy of Ro-
anoke City Public Libraries, 
were given out throughout the 
day. Roanoke Councilmember 
Joe Cobb served as the event’s 

emcee while Mayor Sherman 
Lea and entrepreneur JoJo 
Friday provided the welcomed 
and keynote address, respec-
tively. 

Several Roanoke Valley 
residents and companies were 
honored with an award rec-
ognizing them as community 
leaders. Recipients consisted 
of individuals, businesses 
and corporate partners who 
came together to support the 
day and who are community 
champions in their own ways. 

They included, Tiffany 
Jordan, Spirit of Excellence 
Community Leader Award; 
the Rev. Sean Burch, Cler-
gy Champion Community 
Leader Award; JoJo Friday, 
Community Innovator Com-
munity Leader Award; An-
drew Nackley, Small Busi-
ness Leadership Award; Myra 
Davis, owner "Ruby's Cakes 
and More" Emerging Busi-
ness Achievement Award; 
Allyson Davoll, owner "In-
spired to Enhance Beauty 

& Grooming Consultants" 
Woman Owned Business 
Achievement Award; Andrew 
Grider, owner "Southern Sun 
Landscaping Co" Sustainable 
Business Community Leader; 
and Joshua Elliott, owner "J's 
Lemonade Squeeze” Young 
Entrepreneur Award. 

Five major corporate spon-
sors dedicated to commu-
nity service initiatives were 
awarded the VASH Top Cor-
poration Community Leader-
ship Award: Lowes Home Im-
provement, Kroger Family of 
Companies, Food Lion, Sam's 
Club  and BJ's Warehouse 
Club. 

Seeing so many people of 
different backgrounds come 
together for a great cause 
warmed Anderson’s heart. It’s 
incredible, she added, what 
the community can accom-
plish when people work to-
gether.

All signs point to the Third 
Annual Beautification Day 
happening in 2022.

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Local teenagers, from left to right, Kevin McNeil Jr., 15, Carrington McNeal, 13, Jamaal 
Crisp, 15, and Kenley Randall, 16, all said they enjoyed cleaning up the community. Former educator Sharon Hicks raking mulch at the park. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
For 13 years, between the ages of five and 18, Zachary Davidson studied at the 
Boles Piano Studio. 

Talented area teen graduates from Boles 
Piano Studio, embraces next life chapter

It’s been quite a year 
for Zachary Davidson. In 
early 2021, the Roanoke 
Valley teenager partici-
pated in various Virginia 
federation music festi-
vals and recitals. In June, 
he, along with his fellow 
Class of 2021 members, 
graduated from Salem 
High School. In the 
coming weeks, Davidson 
will be getting acclimat-
ed to Harrisonburg as a 

James Madison Univer-
sity freshman. 

Born in Roanoke and 
raised in the City of Sa-
lem, Zachary is the son 
of Allan and Angie Da-
vidson. Some of his earli-
est childhood memories 
include going on vaca-
tions with his family. 

At an early age, David-
son showed an aptitude 
for creativity. Around 
five was when he fell in 
love with the piano. It 
was family and friends 
who recommended that 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Davidson study under 
Mrs. Donna at the Boles 
Piano Studio in 2008. To 
date, he considers that 
one of the best decisions 
that he’s ever made. 

ing piano in a band with 
my best friends,” he said. 

During his senior year, 
Davidson won the RVM-
TA Scholarship Award 
and a cash award as a fi-
nalist in the Mary Smart 
Competition sponsored 
by the VFMC, among 
many other scholarship 
opportunities. He also 
was a proud recipient of 
the Duane Perdue Schol-
arship from the Salem 
Educational Founda-
tion. “I knew I would be 
a distinguished scholar 
because it requires a 
4.0 grade point average 
which I have maintained 

throughout high school. 
All distinguished schol-
ars were awarded a $500 
scholarship for their ac-
complishments,” he said. 

Davidson is the first 
to acknowledge that 
without family and 
friends, he would not 
be where he is today. “I 
am so thankful for my 
music abilities which 
partly come from my fa-
ther and the opportunity 
to study under Donna 
Boles who is a phenome-
nal pianist and teacher,” 
he said before adding, “I 
am excited for my next 
life chapter.”

“In December of 2008, 
I played in my first piano 
recital. I was only six, so I 
was scared, but perform-
ing at studio recitals and 
other festivals prepared 
me to be confident in 
my playing and my anxi-
ety went away,” he said. 
“The amount of lessons 
over 13 years was monu-
mental, but someone was 
always glad to take me.” 

Davidson was con-
tinually active with the 
marching, symphonic 
and jazz bands in high 
school. Being a member 
of various band teams 
afforded him countless 
memories that he says he 
will cherish for the rest of 
his life. “My most cher-
ished memories are play-

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Anita Burch, left, looks on as daughters Amari and Selena decide which books to select. Food Lion employees Mara Lowell, Rob Ward and Kathy Cassels, from left to right. 
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OPINION

Libraries, tourism and infrastructure

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

Dear Governor 
Ralph Northam, 

You are an educated 
man, and I can bet you 
have a favorite library 
in your past. I want to 
remind you that librar-
ies are infrastructure. 
Libraries today have be-
come centers for tech-
nology and free educa-
tion and access to such 
IT resources.

Infrastructure is de-
fined as “the general 
term for the basic physi-
cal systems of a business, 
region or nation. It is the 
systems and structure 
that allows a country 
or organization to work 
effectively.” A public li-
brary is found in virtu-
ally every community 
in America and is a re-
source for citizens, busi-
nesses and government 
to use for advancement 
of prosperity and educa-
tion for every citizen.

Our tiny public li-
brary in rural Craig 
County has been striv-
ing to meet these goals 
for two decades. Craig 

County is 75 percent 
Jefferson National For-
est and has a population 
density of 15 people per 
square mile. Compare 
that to the population of 
Goochland County with 
186 people per square 
mile. Getting broadband 
internet to the far reach-
es of our mountainous 
county has its chal-
lenges. There are many 
places where there is no 
phone signal or internet 
service in Craig County.

Public libraries are 
where people can go to 
access IT services and 
more importantly, where 
they can get help and in-
struction on how to use 
these critical infrastruc-
ture needs. Children 
need help with school 
projects, seniors need 
help with taxes, college 
students take online 
tests, and people access 
telemedicine at our li-
brary. The public library 
is the first-place visitors 
see in our town and the 
first place they go for in-
formation. Partnership 
with tourism has been a 
long-standing tradition 
of our library because 
people need access to in-
formation and directions 
to places where they have 
no phone or GPS access. 

Ev en where the locals 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

have access to internet 
and cellular phone ser-
vice, there is no guar-
antee that the family 
can afford these devices 
with their high month-
ly payments. Multiple 
children in a household 
might need to share 
mom’s smartphone to 
do an assignment, mul-
tiple work-from-home 
parents are unable to do 
Zoom meetings which 
fall at the same time. 

Our paid staff  work for 
minimum wage, and we 
have to beg citizens for 
donations to keep the li-
brary staff ed for the min-

imum hours required by 
Library of Virginia. Th e 
funding for staff  is way 
below standard in our 
fi scally stretched county. 
We have searched and 
found that there is little 
funding available for the 
physical expansion of li-
braries. Th ere is money 
for media and comput-
ers, but we have nowhere 
to place them in our tiny 
space.

The wonderful power 
of the internet is un-
evenly divided among 
residents because of fi-
nances, geography and 
marginal infrastructure. 

The public library is a 
critical resource to meet 
these needs. Small com-
munities with a low tax 
base struggle to keep 
their libraries afloat 
and take advantage of 
the potential resources 
a library can offer. In 
Craig County, we have 
a space limitation with 
only 700-square-feet 
and we had to send pa-
trons outside during 
COVID-19 restrictions 
to use the computer 
and internet services. 
We have eight computer 
stations crammed into a 
tiny space and not one 

private room for tele-
medicine, except the re-
stroom. 

In short, I would urge 
you to include help for 
rural libraries in your 
infrastructure spending. 
We are critical to the 
prosperity of our com-
munities. I thank you in 
advance for any funding 
you can send our way, 
earmarked for rural pub-
lic libraries.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Lewter, DVM 
Former president, Craig 

County Public Library 
Board of trustees. 

easy. Parents may also want to use 
this opportunity to update their 
own home inventory as well.

AUTO
For students planning to take a 

car to school, parents should ask 
their insurance agent or company 
about coverage availability and 
rates for the city and state where 
the college is located before de-
ciding whether to keep the stu-
dent’s car on the family policy. 
Also, make sure you know that 
state’s minimum requirements for 
auto insurance coverage. Students 
who maintain good grades may 

be eligible for a good student dis-
count on the vehicle’s insurance 
premium.

Students whose names are on 
the title for a car must purchase 
their own policy. However, they 
may be able to stay on their par-
ents' policy if their parents own 
the vehicle they will use at school. 
Let your insurance agent know 
where the vehicle will be stored if 
the address is different from what 
is on the policy.

The Bureau of Insurance en-
courages parents and students to 
shop around and compare policy 

provisions and premiums. Read 
any insurance policy carefully and 
make sure you understand exactly 
what is covered, exclusions, de-
ductibles and limits. If you have 
questions or concerns, contact 
your insurance agent or company.

For more information, contact 
the Bureau of Insurance toll-free 
at 1-877-310-6560 or in Rich-
mond at 804-371-9741 or visit its 
website at  scc.virginia.gov/pages/
Insurance.

 
-Submitted by Katha Treanor, 

Communications Director

Insurance from page 2

Email letters to the editor to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OBITUARY
Rhea, Evelyn Bradley

July 9, 1931 - July 31, 2021

Evelyn Bradley Rhea, 90, of Roanoke 
passed away on Saturday, July 31, at her 
home, while in the care of her children. 
She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, James Rhea, Sr.; son, James Rhea, 
Jr.; grandson, Stephen Smith; parents, 
Dewey and Mabel Bradley; and broth-
ers, Robert Bradley, Ashby Bradley, and 
James Bradley. 

Surviving are sons, Roger Smith (Sha-
ron) and Gary Rhea (Th eresa); daughters, 
Christine Crain (Cliff ) and Molly Whit-
ley (Rick); six grandchildren; eleven great 
grandchildren; brother, Dwight Bradley 
(Shirlene); sisters, Opal Caldwell, Helen 
Stapleton, and Carrie Crawford (Jerry); 

sister-in-law, Norma Konieczny; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

Th e family will hold a Visitation at 
11:00 a.m. on Th ursday, August 5, at 
Troutville Church of the Brethren. A Me-
morial Service will follow at 11:30 a.m., 
with Rev. Terry Johnson offi  ciating.

Th e family wishes to express their 
sincere gratitude to Evelyn’s caregivers, 
Laura, Barbara, and Missy, and also to 
Amedisys Hospice. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to American 
Parkinson’s Disease Association, P.O. 
Box 61420 Staten Island, NY 10306. Ar-
rangements by Simpson Funeral Home, 
540-366-0707.

Many who attended the Historical Society Dinner “don’t miss a dinner at the Old 
Hotel.” Here, Connie and Jack Shelor joined their family members, Louise and 
Frankie Garman, for a great evening of “catching up” and delicious meals.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Society team had everything running smoothly, from registration, seating and 
serving, and they all did it with huge smiles. 

and staff  about which grad-
ing system they preferred. 
Th ey were asked to choose a 
grading scale, grades 3-5, 6-8 
and 9-12. Th ere were three 
possibilities given:

•seven-point scale (CCPS 
current scale) 100-94 = A

•ten-point scale 100-90 
= A

•ten-point plus or minus 
scale (for grades 9-12) which 
is what most colleges use to-
day

Forty-one responded. 
It was approximately 50 
percent were high school, 
20 percent middle school 
and 30 percent elementary 
school, which is the break-
down of their staff , therefore 
we have a good response 
across the division.

Foster then explained 
that one concern on the ten-
point scale that has risen is, 
that students who have an 
80 average receives the same 
grade as a student who has 
an 89-average grade.

“Th e plus and minus scale 
does break this down a little 
bit more and are similar to 
college grade scales,” he said.

His reporting found the 
following:

•Grades 3-5: 77 percent 
of all respondents would 
like a ten-point scale (most 
all elementary teachers and 
middle school teachers chose 
ten-point whereas the high 

school suggested to remain 
on the seven-point scale.)

•Grades 6-8: 91 percent 
of respondents ten-point 
scale

•Grades 9-12: 97 percent 
ten-point scale 68 percent 
prefer the plus or minus scale

Based on the results, Fos-
ter recommends the follow-
ing for the 2021-2022 school 
year: grades 3-8 straight ten-
point scale and grades 9-12 
to do a ten-point plus or 
minus scale. Th e advantage 
here is it prepares them for 
college.

As you know, our mission 
statement is “Every Child a 
Graduate; Every Child Pre-
pared for Life.” So, we are 
preparing them.

Bellassai inquired of the 
survey information Foster 
had sent to the Board since 
the survey did not show a 
change in grades for stu-
dents. He shared informa-
tion which gave a profi le 
of another local school that 
moved from seven to ten-
point scale. Th ere seemed to 
be no diff erence, and sadly, 
the number of F students 
remained the same.

At the time, only CCPS 
and Salem were on the 
seven-point scale, all others 
schools have changed to the 
ten or ten-plus/minus scales.

Warwick added that she 
had been asked several times 

and Gina Smith noted, 
“Surrounding counties are 
also on a ten-point scale and 
also college is at that scale.

Explained Warwick, “I 
prefer the ten-plus or minus 
scale as the students who re-
ceive a higher grade need to 
be rewarded for that. If a stu-
dent gets a 90.2, they receive 
the same A for the student 
who carries a 100 average. 
For the students who want 
to work and excel, I think it 
is a reward for them.”

Bellassai added, “Th ere 
are areas I think our stan-
dards could be better and 
the seven-point scale helps 
off set the fact, that it sets our 
standards a little big higher.”

Warwick replied, “Since 
2016, we have worked dili-
gently to expand many pro-
grams, including AP and 
dual-enrollment. We now 
have two math teachers who 
can teach dual-enrollment 
and have added additional 
AP classes, including AP 
Computer-Science class 
that Mr. Boyer started. He 
was one of the fi rst teachers 
to start it in the nation. He 
has a great program for those 
students. We have AP Eng-
lish. We need to empower 
our teachers to move beyond 
multiple choice and go to 
more higher-level processes 
and then we will see what 
you are looking for.”

Historical from page 1

hot and ready as closely to being 
seated as possible. CFA had noth-
ing on them in serve time!

Th e hosts and hostesses greeted, 
seated and served everyone with 
warmth.

Lively chatter continued 
throughout the meals and people 
left with smiles and what appeared 

to be satisfi ed appetites.
Th e hard-working Historical 

Society workers were Society presi-
dent Gerlene Sizer, organizer and 
kitchen manager, Jennifer Lovejoy, 
as well as Carol King, Jane Hen-
derson, Glenn Paxton, Clara Left-
wich, JoAnn All, Robyn Foster and 
Th omas Hicks.

Diane Givens, Ann Smith and 
Jane Johnston were the smiling 
hostesses and Hutchison greeted 
everyone entering, confi rming 
their reservations.

Seventy-fi ve meals were served, 
and several more were ordered as 
takeout.

At the upcoming Fall Festival on 

October 9, a country breakfast will 
be served in the Old Hotel starting 
at 7:30 a.m. Th e lunch menu will 
consist of delicious beans and corn-
bread with homemade desserts.

Hopes are to be able to have 
another dinner before that, on 
Friday, August 27, serving two 
dinners, 5 and 6:30 p.m. Details 

will be on the Historical Society 
Facebook page and fl yers will be 
out soon.

“Many compliments on the 
food were received and the fellow-
ship was enjoyed by all,” Givens 
said. “Th e society appreciates the 
support of our wonderful com-
munity.”

School from page 1

Smith added that for 
VHSL, grades impact some 
of the cutoff s for sports par-
ticipation.

Foster said that students 
must pass three out of four 
grades which would put our 
players on more of a level 
playing fi eld with surround-
ing counties. “I think this 
grading scale gives our stu-
dents a little more hope and 
they need that little bit more 
hope right now,” he said.

Th e Board approved 
the recommendations. Th e 
Board also approved for 
CCPS to continue to not 
schedule practice and games 
on Sundays.

Warwick shared that fam-
ilies and staff  had previously 
stressed that Sunday was to 
be a family day and students 
should not be forced to 
choose between religious ser-
vices in order to participate 
in sports.

Smith inquired of what 
“emergency situations” 
would warrant a Sunday 
game and Foster explained 
that it is typically playoff  
games that could be weath-
er-related in District and 
Regional tournaments with 
specifi c deadlines. “I feel like 
we have been doing good all 
these years, why do we need 
to change it?” he said.

High school principal 
Melissa Whiting said, “Parry 
McCluer was just in a situa-
tion in soccer with rain and 
they had to cancel a game 
and make up a game prior to 
deadline for the tournaments 
and had to contemplate a 
Sunday game.”

Ultimately, the Board 
unanimously approved to 
not have Sunday games.

Warwick reported that 
there was an excess of fund 
for the 2020 – 2021 school 
year of $454,000. Due to 
the amount of COVID-19 
Response Funds CCPS re-
ceived, many of the items 
normally paid for out of 
the operating budget, were 
purchased with these funds. 
Th ere was also an excess in 
transportation because they 
went from transporting stu-
dents fi ve days a week to four 
days a week.

“We have to turn this over 
to CC Board of Supervisors 
and it is placed in a capitol 
fund which have to be ap-
plied to specifi c areas,” War-
wick said.

Chairman Susan Cren-
shaw added that these funds 
had been earmarked for 
possible specifi c purchases, 
which Warwick said that 
the needed resurfacing of 
the parking lots was one of 
the areas the funds would be 
used.

Upon the meeting end-
ing, Crenshaw addressed the 
many citizens that attended, 
“For everyone who came 
out tonight with concerned 
business, talk to your school 
personnel with any of your 
concerns.”

Bellaisai inquired about 
using some of the funds for 
the athletic areas that needed 
some serious attention.

Whiting said, “We have 
a ‘parent posse’ who has vol-
unteered just what you have 
indicated and working with 
our newly appointed football 
coach. Great minds think 
alike.”

Warwick added they 
would be sending the back-
to-school schedules and she 
praised the summer staff . 
“Our kids have been loving 
coming to school. Th ey are 
just happy, they are bounc-
ing in. It is really nice seeing 
the children loving being 
here. A big shout-out to the 
staff , Mrs. VanDyke and 
Mrs. Whiting as well and 
Mrs. Stimeling.”

Warwick assured the 
community that their con-
cern for the students at 
CCPS was of top priority.

She stated, “Th ere has 
been a lot of news media 
about the transgender pol-
icy that the Department of 
Education was mandated 
by the General Assembly to 
put out this policy. How-
ever, we already have poli-
cies in place that protect all 
children from any discrimi-
nation. So CCPS will not 
be adopting anything sepa-
rate from the policies we 
have that will protect our 
children against discrimi-
nation. I wanted to make 

that statement publicly be-
cause it is a lot to see in the 
media. It is a local school 
decision and the School 
Board in Craig do not see 
a need to adopt the model 
policy as we already have 
those policies.”

Later, she added, “I 
would like to explain Craig 
County Public Schools’ 
stance on these topics.” 

1. Virginia Code Sec-
tion 22.1-23.3 

Th e intent of the law 
is to prevent discrimina-
tion of transgender stu-
dents. Th e school divi-
sion already has approved 
policies in place to ensure 
non-discrimination of all 
students. Th ose policies 
meet the requirements of 
the Code. Th erefore, it is 
not necessary to change ex-
isting policies or adopt the 
VDOE’s Model Policy for 
the Treatment of Transgen-
der Students. Th e division 
will continue to work with 
individual students, as we 
always have, to keep all 
students emotionally and 
physically safe at school. 

2. Critical Race Th eory
Th is term is not men-

tioned in the current Vir-
ginia Standards of Learn-
ing, nor in the curriculum. 
Th is includes the current 
standards and those stan-
dards that will be taught 
beginning in the 2022-
2023 school year. We will 
continue, as always, to 
teach the standards pre-
scribed by the Virginia De-
partment of Education. 

Warwick thanked every-
one for attending the meet-
ing, encouraging them to 
return for the August 10 
meeting at 5:30 p.m.
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Multifamily  
Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-888 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ019381-01-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Enrollment Specialist 

Help Wanted - 
General

Immediate 
Counselor 

openings with the 
Life Center of 

Galax.  

Caretaker Needed  

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Catholic Church in 
Salem is seeking a 
full-time Business 

Manager

(richmonddiocese.org/offic
e/office-of-human-
resources/?tab=3&sub=2)

dcogut@richmonddiocese
.org

Mill Creek 
Childcare Center 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF PROPERTY 
400 Quail Ridge 

Road, Fincastle, VA 
24090 

Tax Map No. 
72(8)28, Parcel No. 

23467 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset.

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 

Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 

solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home War-
ranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 

FREE Months! 1-855-677-
4975

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching job seek-
ers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 

or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Football, volleyball practice 
starts at Craig County this week

The Craig County football 
and volleyball teams begin prac-
tice this week under new head 
coaches. Jimmy Fisher takes over 
the football team while Suzanne 
Gans-Crawford takes over as head 
volleyball coach.

As of the weekend Fisher had 34 
players from grades nine through 
12, a big upgrade from recent 
years. He also expects about 20 
kids to come out for the middle 

school team when they start up, 
which would make over 50 ath-
letes in the program.

The Rockets started prac-
tice Monday of this week. They 
planned to go from 4 to 8 pm 
Monday through Wednesday, 
4-5:30 pm on Thursday and 
4-6:30 pm on Friday. 

Craig has one scrimmage sched-
uled, at Patrick County on August 
14. The Rockets will open the 

season at Bland on August 27 and 
the home opener is a week later, 
on September 3, against Auburn.

The volleyball team also 
opened practice Monday. Coach 
Gans-Crawford will have the 
team in the gym from 3:30 to 
5:30 pm. The Rockets will play 
in the Rockbridge County Jambo-
ree on Saturday, August 21. They 
open the season at Christiansburg 
on August 24.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Jimmy Fisher has high hopes for the Craig County 
football program.    

Buriak retires after 40 years at RC

Roanoke College athletes com-
peting in fall sports will be report-
ing to school in August, and for the 
fi rst time in 40 years Jim Buriak 
won’t be there to greet them. 

Buriak retired after the 2020-21 
school year after serving the college 
as a trainer, professor and adminis-
trator since the fall of 1981. Before 
departing he was honored with a 
surprise reception at Mama Maria’s 
restaurant in Salem and informed 
that the college’s Athletic Training 
Clinic, located in the Cregger Cen-
ter, will now be called the “James 
Buriak Athletic Training Clinic.”

“I had no idea,” said Buriak of 
the honor. “I really enjoyed my time 
here, teaching and working with 
students. It’s been really rewarding.”

A native of Johnstown, PA, Jim 
was a catcher for the Westmont 
Hilltop High School baseball 
team. He started dating his wife, 
Carol, in high school and they 
stayed together when he went to 
college at Lock Haven State Col-
lege, which is now University. He 
was a Physical Education Major 
with a concentration in athletic 
training, graduating in 1978.

Buriak attended graduate school 
at the University of Illinois, where 
he also served as a teaching assis-
tant.  Upon graduation he took 
a job at Lycoming University in 
Williamsport, PA as the head ath-
letic trainer. After one year there he 
saw a position vacancy notice for a 
position at a Division III school in 
southwest Virginia and decided to 
check it out. Th is included a facul-

ty position, which was not the case 
at Lycoming, and Buriak accepted 
the job as Health & Physical Edu-
cation professor and head athletic 
trainer at Roanoke College.

At the time Buriak’s offi  ce was 
located in a small room in ancient 
Alumni Gym and the training fa-
cility consisted of part of the bas-
ketball locker room. To say Jim left 
the school in a better place than 
when he arrived is very much an 
understatement.

“At that time I knew Bast was 
coming,” he said, referring to the 
C. Homer Bast Center that served 
as RC’s main athletic facility from 
1982 until 2016, when the cur-
rent Cregger Center opened. At 
the time the Bast Center was a top 
notch facility for Division III ath-
letics.

“It was one of the best facili-
ties in the ODAC(Old Dominion 
Athletic Conference),” said Buriak. 
“When I got here we started with 
nothing, but we were able to get 
rehabilitation equipment. It was a 
huge step up.”

As the fi rst professional athletic 
trainer at Roanoke College Jim was 
a one-man staff  for his fi rst 15 years 
in Salem, with some help from stu-
dents. Many of his students went 
on to become trainers in the Roa-
noke Valley and elsewhere as high 
schools started to understand the 
importance of having a full-time 
trainer at the school.

One of Jim’s goals was to start 
an athletic training major at RC, 
and in 1997 that came to be. Th at 

was a popular major at Roanoke 
until just last year when it was 
dissolved because of a then-new 
Commission on Accreditation of 
Athletic Training Education man-
date that requires an institution to 
off er graduate level courses to con-
tinue certifying athletic trainers. 
Roanoke does not off er graduate 
level courses.

“We are pretty sure he is the 
only faculty member, ever, at Roa-
noke College to propose, start, 
develop, implement and then dis-
solve  their own academic major,” 
noted the resolution read at Jim’s 
retirement dinner. 

During his time at Roanoke 
Buriak was inducted into the 
Roanoke College Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1992 and the Virginia 
Athletic Trainers Association Hall 
of Fame in 2010. He was rec-
ognized by the national Athletic 
Trainers Association(ATA) in 1997 
and, in 1994, he received the col-
lege’s “Dean’s Council Award”  for 
exemplary service to the college. 

Buriak served under four Roa-
noke College presidents and was 
a valued colleague of countless 
coaches, sitting on the bench or 
standing on the sideline ready to 

assist an injured player at a second’s 
notice. He’s assisted in NCAA 
championships in Salem, admin-
istering drug tests when required 
and providing expertise and staff  
for the “City of Champions.” 
He also worked with the Special 
Olympics, Soccer Development 
Programs, the Virginia Common-
wealth Games and many other 
organizations in the area that ben-
efi ted from his expertise. He devel-
oped a close personal relationship 
with area doctors and health care 
personnel.

Jim and Carol lived about a 
mile from campus and raised two 
children here. Laura now lives in 
Savannah, GA and Jimmy is an 
Aviation Rescue Swimmer sta-
tioned in California. Jimmy re-
ceived national attention when, 
on an off  day, he saved the life of 
a man who was in distress who 
had drifted too far off  a beach in 
Guam. Mostly, however, he jumps 
out of helicopters in rescue eff orts.

Jim and Carol now live at Smith 
Mountain Lake, where he spends 
time on his boat and enjoys the 
retired life. He plans to continue 
to attend Roanoke College sports 
events, only now he won’t be at the 
school all day getting ready.

Buriak is proud of the number 
of students he has trained who 
have gone on to success in the fi eld 
of athletic training. Many come 
back and visit.

“I hear from a lot of them,” he 
said. “We have a group of four or 
fi ve who have zoom meetings to 

stay in touch. I’ve been very lucky 
and have really enjoyed my time 
here.”

Buriak is leaving the program 
in great shape, much better than 
when he crammed his stuff  into 
Alumni Gym 40 years ago. Gab-
by Deucher, a Roanoke College 
graduate, is the new head athletic 
trainer and there are fi ve licensed 
trainers on the staff . While Jim’s 
training room at the Bast Center 
was a great facility when it opened 
in 1982, it pales in comparison to 
the facilities at the Cregger Center.

“If it’s not the best in all of 
Division III, it’s certainly compa-
rable,” said Buriak of the training 
room that overlooks Kerr Stadium. 
“Th ere’s more space and it’s all 
state-of-the-art equipment, with in 
ground hot tubs and anything you 
might need.”

And, it will be a lasting testimo-
ny to Buriak’s contributions to Ro-
anoke College, the city of Salem, 
the NCAA and the many lives he 
has touched. A plaque recognizing 
his contributions will be mounted 
inside the James Buriak Athletic 
Training Clinic for all to see.

“I really enjoyed mentoring and 
establishing close relationships with 
students in our athletic training 
program and am extremely proud 
of our graduates who are enjoy-
ing successful professional careers,” 
he said. “It gives me such pride to 
think that I may have had a small 
impact on their lives. Roanoke Col-
lege has a special place in my heart 
that I will cherish forever.”

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Jim Buriak in the state-of-the-art RC training room that bears his name.

Jim Buriak(left) at the Stagg Bowl with, left to right, Dr. Delmas Bolin, Dr. James 
Farmer and RC trainer Mike Buurman.

Maroon bass fishing teammates 
qualify for national championship

For the fi rst time ever, 
Roanoke College bass fi sh-
ers are going to the national 
championship.

Th anks to  a fi fth-place 
fi nish in the Abu Garcia Col-
lege Fishing event on the Po-
tomac River on June 4, Will 

Hamilton ‘22 and Branen 
McKeon ‘24 qualifi ed for 
the Abu Garcia College Fish-
ing National Champion-
ship, which will be held next 
spring. Th e 2022 champion-
ship hasn’t been scheduled 
yet, but it usually takes place 

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

RC PHOTO
Branen McKeon, class of  ‘24, left, and Will Hamilton, 
class of  '22, pose with their catch after the Abu Garcia 
College Fishing event on the Potomac River on June 4.

in March.
“It’s super exciting to be 

able to do it for Roanoke 
College,” Hamilton said.

Th e team has grown in 
recent years. When Hamil-
ton arrived at Roanoke, he 
said, there were only three 
or four people who wanted 
to fi sh in tournaments. Now 
there are seven people inter-
ested in competing.

Th e fi shing team has its 
own boat, thanks to a dona-
tion, and can use that boat 
in competitions. Hamilton 
said not all schools that have 
a boat allow their fi shers to 
use the boat for competi-
tions, but at Roanoke, they 
are permitted to use the 
boat.

Hamilton and team advi-
sor Bob Shupe both said the 
team has become increasing-

ly competitive and dedicated 
in recent years, and the prog-
ress has been impressive. 
Hamilton said if the team 
continues to compete this 
well against tough national 
competition, the team could 
be a feather in Roanoke Col-
lege’s cap for years to come.

“If we keep doing like we 
are and stay on the track that 
we are and keep growing, 
I see it staying at Roanoke 
College,” Hamilton said. “I 
see it hanging around for a 
long time.”

Th e Abu Garcia College 
Fishing circuit is under the 
umbrella of Major League 
Fishing, and MLF promotes 
and airs the collegiate events. 
When the championship 
takes place in March, it will 
likely be livestreamed at ma-
jorleaguefi shing.com.
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