
Men and women of 
our military have given 
so much of themselves, 
sacrifi ced their personal 
goals and their family 
time to protect our coun-
try, our communities. 
Because of this, the Craig 
County community is 
forever appreciative.  

Th e local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) 
wishes to bring all their 
members together on 
Saturday, September 11, 
at 2 p.m. for a comrade 
potluck picnic. 

Burgers have been 
donated by the Moose 
Lodge on Route 311 and 
drinks by the Gopher 
Market and IGA Express. 

Attendees can bring a 
side dish or a meat dish 

if they so choose. Deli-
cious dessert sides will be 
needed as well. 

Anyone wishing to 
donate to this event by 
providing a dish are also 
welcomed to do so. Vol-
unteers are needed to 
help cook the burgers, 
serve, park and clean up. 

"As the nation's old-
est major Veteran's orga-
nization, the Veterans of 
Foreign War, VFW, has 
an impeccable and long-
standing record of service 
and stewardship. More 
than four million patriot 
Americans, both mem-
bers and non-members, 
entrust the VFW with 
fi nancial contributions 
and millions of volunteer 
hours," the VFW website 
states.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer
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Starting at $3995
per
month
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig County Economic Development Authority recently announced that cryptocurrency mining repairer 
and reseller Manifold Mining would immediately invest roughly $420,000 into a Craig County-based center of 
operations. This investment is expected to create several jobs. Pictured from left to right are Lenny Macdonald, 
Darryl Humphreys, Jordan Labiosa, Ryan McDaniel (Manifold Mining), Jacob McDaniel (Manifold Mining), Jerry 
Groseclose and Dan Collins. Not pictured are Trace Bellassai, Kermit Daniel and Melissa Beaudoin.

Craig’s economic development 
partnership creating new jobs

Technology is growing by leaps 
and bounds and Craig County 
has people who are stepping into 

that unknown arena, learning its 
benefi ts, and bringing it into our 
county. 

A press release shared that the 
Craig County EDA reported a 
partnership with Manifold Min-

ing in New Castle on August 17. 
Th e Craig County Economic 

Development Authority an-
nounced that cryptocurrency 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA REYNOLDS CREWS
Kallie Fisher enjoyed reading the age-old poem written 
by the local Ruth Reynolds, which shed precious 
memories of the Old Salem Church.

Church memories 
within a poem

Some people can paint what they see beautifully, 
while others write with a passion to express their love for 
a person or thing. 

On Sunday, August 15, at the Annual Homecoming 
potluck, the “usual” afternoon was changed up a bit as 
Jean Bradley told stories and her granddaughter shared 
a poem which was once read at the homecoming at the 
same Old Salem Church, on August 31 in 1983, by her 
very own daughter, Stacey Bradley. 

As Kallie carefully unfolded the computer printout 
poem dated in 1983, Jean looked on with a look of fond 
remembrance as Kallie, now Stacey’s daughter, read the 
beautiful poem, written by Ruth Reynolds, a past mem-
ber of the church. 

Still stands our Little Brick Church, built in 1883,
Nestled here mid the trees,
Remote from the city’s stir and strife,
Its area fanned by each cooling breeze.

Passing years have left their mark,
On this early day house of God, 
It was built by earnest pioneers,
And now they sleep beneath the sod.

In the loft the swallows’ nest,
And rad their young ones there, 
While withing parents did their best, 
To guide theirs into the Saviors’ care, 
And worship His dear name. 

Th e pleasant summer sun shines in,
Th rough the windows slim and high, 
And from the nearby fi elds,
Comes the meadowlark call.

Each pastor wept over his fl ock,
As he strove to lead them on, 
And set their feet upon a rock, 
To be ready to meet their Savior. 

Many have had their sins forgiven, 
As they knelt at the altar here, 
‘Twas here with tears of penitent hearts, 
Saved by grace and answered prayers. 

In this old church, vanished faces, 
Of those dear ones we use to know, 
Th eir voices raised in prayer, 
To praise God still echo.

With sorrow we watch the change and decay, 
Th at comes to our little church, 
Where we often met to worship and pray, 
Memories linger on. 

Afterwards, the older generation chattered about 
the poem and their personal memories. Some became 
quiet as they expressed their sentimental thoughts. 

Th e day was fi lled with people coming together, who 
seemed to just be family, regardless of if they were re-
lated or not. 

“We hope to see you again next year,” was the senti-
ment shared by everyone, as long hugs, warm smiles 
and an atmosphere of love permeated the beautiful 
mountain lawn.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
On September 11 at 2 p.m., the Craig Valley VFW Post 
4491 will be hosting a potluck picnic for its members.

VFW hosting potluck picnic for members

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
At the Craig County Fall Festival this year, there will 
be flat-footing contests for both kids and adults. 
Attendees should make sure they have their dancing 
shoes and get ready to have a lot of fun.

Fall Festival registrations currently being taken

Th e Craig County His-
torical Society wants the 
community to know that 
the 38th Annual Craig 
County Fall Festival will 
be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 9, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Main and Court 
Streets in New Castle. 
Many county citizens have 
already expressed their ela-
tion.  

For a space, if you reg-
ister prior to September 1, 
you get the early bird rate 
of $45. After that, the cost 
will be $50. 

Booth spaces are 10 
feet x 10 feet of sidewalk/
street. If more than ten 
feet is needed, additional 

space may be rented. 
Electricity is limited. 

Th erefore, indicate that 
need on your application, 
including the size of your 
tent and what items you 
will be selling or showing. 

To reserve a space, con-
tact Foster for an applica-
tion at (540) 977-8395. 
Th e check or money order 
can be made to the Craig 
County Historical Society 
and payment to Robyn 
Foster, 193 Walnut Street 
New Castle, Va. 24127.  
Reservations will be ac-
cepted until September 
30.

Th e Fall Festival will 
be held regardless of the 
weather therefore no re-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Jobs, page 8

See Potluck, page 8

See Festival, page 8
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nature expedition
 7. Take the energy from
10. Bungled
12. Young salmon
13. Botanical gardens
14. Source of chocolate
15. Country singer LeAnn
16. Yokel
17. Unit of energy
18. Plant of the lily family
19. Tusked wild pig
21. Form of “to be”
22. Formerly
27. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet
28. Former First Lady
33. News organization
34. Shining brightly and 
intermittently
36. Brew

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

37. Teams’ best pitchers
38. Edible fruit
39. Pitching stat
40. __ or bust
41. Baby product manu-
facturer
44. Monetary unit of Finland
45. Small spherical struc-
tures in cells
48. Pouches
49. Reached
50. Investment account
51. Oft-repeated slogan

CLUES DOWN
 1. Nuclear undersea 
weapon
 2. Helps the skin
 3. Evergreen coniferous 
trees
 4. Relieve of employment

 5. A way to drench
 6. Journalist Tarbell
 7. __ and Venzetti
 8. Alcoholic liquor
 9. An athlete who plays 
for pay
10. Where to get drinks
11. Japanese art form
12. Baseball great 
Satchel
14. Winged angelic 
beings
17. One point south of 
due east
18. Group of islands in 
Polynesia
20. A place to play: __ 
center
23. Masses of gray mat-
ter in the brain
24. Belgian city (alt. sp.)

25. Millilitre
26. Beloved Will Ferrell fi lm
29. Railway above ground
30. Satisfaction
31. Aggregate of molecules
32. Type of barometer
35. Type of college teacher 
(abbr.)
36. Long periods of time
38. Native people of Nebraska 
and S. Dakota
40. Deliver
41. Thin, narrow piece of wood
42. Modern Israel founder
43. Small NY college
44. Pounds per square inch
45. Veterans battleground
46. Hollywood talent agency 
(abbr.)
47. Popular kids’ channel

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY 
TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. 
For more information, 
contact (540) 864-8686 
or send an email to 
stjohnnewcastle@tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 

Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD 

MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND 
TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD 
WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 

one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive 
a flu shot each year. A 
parent or guardian must 
accompany those under 
the age 18. Insurances 
will be billed. People 
are encouraged to bring 
their insurance card 
and not attend if they 
have COVID-19 like 
symptoms. The curbside 
clinic schedule is from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For 
more information, 
contact 540-864-5136.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 

The Historical 
Society will be hosting 
a delicious dinner at 
the Old Hotel. There 
will be 5 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. settings. Featured 
on the menu will be 
country-style steak, 
sides and homemade 
desserts. Reservations 
are required. For more 
information, contact 
Mary Hutchison at 
(540) 747-2255. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 

Mt. View Baptist 
Church at 5714 Catawba 
Creek Road in Catawba 
will be celebrating their 
75th Homecoming, 
and the community 
is invited. Mt. View 
believes homecomings 
are not only for renewing 
old friendships, but for 
making new friends too. 
The 11 a.m. service will 
feature special music and 
a guest speaker, Pastor 
Darrell Naff. Around 
12:30 p.m., lunch will be 
served on the grounds. 
At 1:30 p.m., Carl Scott 
and Glory Bound will 

be giving a free concert. 
A love offering will be 
taken. Come receive a 
blessing and make new 
friends. 

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11 

The local VFW will 
host a VFW members 
potluck at the Craig 
Valley VFW Post 4491. 
Burgers and drinks 
will be provided. VFW 
members and their 
families invited

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 9 

The Craig County 
Fall Festival is expected 
to last from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in downtown New 
Castle. Contact Robyn 
Foster at 540-977-8395 
for more info or to reserve 
a booth.  For car show 
information, contact Jackie 
Taylor at 540-520-5555. If 
you register by September 
1, you get the early bird 
rate of $45.00. Afterwards 
it is $50. Registration ends 
September 30.  The event 
has been sponsored by the 
Craig County Historical 
Society for 38 years. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Roanoke Valley couples celebrate six decades of marriage

Congratulations are in 
store for Roanoke Valley resi-
dents Fredric and Carolyn 
Eichelman as well as Loren 
and Barbara Walker, as both 
couples are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary this 
month. 

When Loren and Barbara 
got married in 1961, it was 
in Roanoke City. For the last 
45 years, they have called Sa-
lem home. While Barbara is 
known for her homemade 
sweet pickles, unique quilts 
and sense of humor, Loren 
still enjoys home improve-

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
On August 26, 1961, Loren and Barbara Walker were married in Roanoke. Since 1976, 
the couple has resided in the Roanoke Valley. 

Salem residents and former educators Fredric and Carolyn Eichelman celebrated 
their 61st wedding anniversary on August 6

ment and outdoor activi-
ties such as biking. Active 
members of Salem Presby-
terian Church, the Walkers 
have three daughters, seven 
grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

“I live near Atlanta while 
my siblings live near Chicago 
and San Diego, respectively. 
Given COVID-19, their 
health, age and distance, we 
all collectively decided to not 
do a gathering this year,” said 
their daughter Linda. “Our 
entire family is forever grate-
ful   for Loren and Barbara’s 
legacy of love, stability and 
faithfulness.” 

After six decades to-
gether, Fred says that he 
and his wife are still making 
memories. “Both of us have 
had many shared interests 

covering a range of things, 
from education, working 
in projects to improve the 
media to be more faith and 
family friendly, community 
involvement to being active 
in our church and animal 
rescue. Above everything, 
we are friends and team-
mates and treat each other 
accordingly,” he said. 

Both Fred and Caro-
lyn, 86, worked as educa-
tors for over 40 years. After 
starting her career teaching 
pre-school at Total Action 
Against Poverty (TAP), Car-
olyn retired as an elementary 
school teacher. Fred taught 
in schools in Vinton, Sa-
lem, Cave Spring and North 
County. 

Occasionally, they will 
run into a former student. 

“It usually happens when we 
are getting into our car,” Car-
olyn said. “I’ve taught count-
less students over the years, 
and it does my heart well to 
see them all grown up with 
families of their own.” 

Life today is vastly diff er-
ent from what it was when 
Fred and Carolyn got mar-
ried. In 1960, the U.S. popu-
lation was approximately 180 
million. Today, that number 
is around 329 million. Sixty-
one years ago, gas was $0.31 
per gallon. Th at number 
today is roughly $2.97 per 
gallon. Th e average price of a 
home back then was $11,900 
compared to $325,000 in 
2021. 

Th e two understand how 
blessed they are to have sur-
vived the COVID-19 pan-
demic together. “We took 
various precautions to be 
extra safe,” Fred said. “Th ere 
were many couples who did 
the same. However, they 
were not as fortunate. We 
are incredibly grateful to live 
through the pandemic.” 

Th e Eichelmans have two 
children, fi ve grandchildren 
and just welcomed their 
fi rst great-grandchild. Carol 
Webster, their oldest child, is 
a drama teacher and director 
at William Byrd High and 
Burton Center for Perform-
ing Arts. 

Both have the same advice 
for a lasting and successful 
marriage. “It sounds cli-
ché, but remembering your 
commitment to each other, 
communicating respectfully, 
being willing to learn while 
keeping God fi rst are the in-
gredients to a fulfi lling mar-
riage,” Fred said with his wife 
right by his side. “It’s really 
that simple.”

It has been 60 years since Loren and Barbara Walker got 
married, but the two still enjoy making memories together.
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
On the first Tuesday of the month, 3rd Street Coffeehouse hosted a virtual session 
of the “Tuesday Tunes benefitting Southwest Virginia.” Since May, the event 
helped raise over $21,000. 

Dozens of attendees packed the venue to see the musicians perform.

Grammy award-winning artist plays benefi t 
concert for Feeding Southwest Virginia

On August 3, Feed-
ing Southwest Virginia 
was in attendance at the 
fi nal virtual session of 
the “Tuesday Tunes ben-
efi tting Feeding South-
west Virginia” at local 
venue, 3rd Street Cof-
feehouse. Tuesday was 
the culminating event of 
a fundraising campaign 
that helped to raise over 
$21,000 for Feeding 
Southwest Virginia since 
May of 2020. 

The event featured lo-
cal artist Greg Trafidlo 
and Friends, and includ-
ed a headline surprise 
performance by Gram-
my Award-winning folk 
artist, Tom Paxton, who 
made the trip to Roa-

noke for the occasion. 
The concert was broad-
cast live on Facebook, 
but also in attendance 
were many of the over 
60 artists who donated 
their talents to the Tues-
day Tunes concert series 
over the past 16 months. 

“Tuesday Tunes is the 
amazing response of the 
Southwest Virginia mu-
sic community and fans 
to the unprecedented 
hunger crisis precipitated 
by COVID-19, which re-
sulted in plant closings, 
work force reductions, 
limited job opportuni-
ties and constraints to 
job re-training opportu-
nities,” Bob Schmucker, 
3rd Street Coff eehouse 

spokesperson, said. 
“It takes a community 

to feed a community, 
said Pamela Irvine, CEO 
and President of Feeding 
Southwest Virginia. The 
Food Bank is so thank-
ful for the support from 
3rd Street Coffeehouse 
and all of their amaz-
ing artists - and we are 
so excited to help them 
celebrate their success in 
helping us provide over 
100,000 meals to our 
neighbors through the 
Tuesday Tunes virtual 
concert series.”

-Submitted by Lisa 
Uhl, Marketing and 

Communications 
Coordinator

Appalachian Telemental Health Network 
Do You or Someone You Know Need Mental/Behavioral Health Help?

Appalachian Telemental 
Health Network (ATHN) is a 
state-funded resource for peo-
ple in Virginia who are seeking 
mental and behavioral health 
help. Sessions are held over a 

HIPAA secure video session 
with a professional. Th e prior 
eliminates barriers of time, dis-
tance, and provider scarcities. 
Th e process is streamlined, 
making it easy to use the plat-

form as a provider and patient.
Appalachian Telemental 

Health Network was designed 
to create better access for the 
underserved Appalachian 
counties of Virginia. ATHN 

welcomes providers, referral 
streams, and people seeking 
help. If you or someone you 
know needs help, do not hesi-
tate. Appalachian Telemental 
Health Network is an avail-

able resource. For more infor-
mation, visit www.athn.us.

-Submitted by Appalachian 
Telemental Health 
Network (ATHN)

Prevent snake bites by leaving snakes alone
Th ere are 32 species of 

snakes in Virginia, but 
only three are venomous, 
and death from snake 
bites is extremely rare.

About 8,000 people 
in the U.S. are bitten by 
venomous snakes each 
year, and up to 10 of 
them die as a result, ac-
cording to the Virginia 
Herpetological Society. 
According to the Vir-
ginia Department of 
Health, only about one 
death from snake bites 
occurs every 10-15 years 
in the state.

The state’s herpetolo-
gist, John “J.D.” Kleop-
fer, said 99 percent of 
all encounters between 
humans and snakes can 
be resolved safely if peo-
ple heed his four words 
of advice: “Just. Leave. 

Them. Alone.
“Bad things often hap-

pen when people take 
matters into their own 
hands,” added Kleopfer, 
who has served as the 
state herpetologist with 
the Virginia Department 
of Wildlife Resources 
for 15 years.  “If people 
leave snakes alone, then 
they don’t need to worry 
whether they’re venom-
ous or not.”

Of Virginia’s three 
venomous snakes, only 
the eastern copperhead 
is found statewide. The 
other two - the north-
ern cottonmouth and 
the timber rattlesnake—
have limited geographi-
cal distribution.

Venomous snake bites 
are considered medical 
emergencies, and need 

to be treated quickly. 
However, the chances of 
being envenomated are 
extremely low.

“Although venom-
ous snakes occasionally 
may pose a risk to one’s 
personal health and 
safety, the vast majority 
of species do not pres-
ent an imminent dan-
ger or threat to us,” said 
Dr. James Parkhurst, an 
associate professor in 
Virginia Tech’s Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Department.

Most snakes are even 
beneficial. Larger snake 
species help manage ro-
dent populations by eat-
ing eat mice, rats and 
voles, Parkhurst said. 

Many smaller snakes 
feed on insects and 
other invertebrate pests 
common in gardens and 
landscaped areas. Black 
racers and eastern king-
snakes will often prey on 
other snakes, including 
venomous species.

Some snakes serve 
as a food resource for 
other predators, such 
as raccoons, opossums, 
skunks and birds of 
prey. “Thus, snakes are 
important players in the 
food web and are a key 
component of healthy 
ecosystems,” Parkhurst 
noted.

As people are spend-
ing time outside during 
the summer months, 

they should take certain 
precautions, Kleopfer 
said. Snakes are most 
active at night and in 
warm weather, so watch 
where you step, and use 
a flashlight when walk-
ing at night. Protective 
clothing also is impor-
tant when spending time 
in places where snakes 
may be hiding, like 
brush or debris.

Never handle a snake, 
even if you think it is 
dead. Recently killed 
snakes can bite by reflex 
- even detached snake 
heads.

One of the best ways 
to prevent venomous 
snake bites is to “get to 
know which snakes live 

in your area,” Kleopfer 
recommended. He said 
the Virginia Herpeto-
logical Society provides 
statewide identification 
charts and even has a 
feature where residents 
can upload images of 
snakes and get them 
identified. 

Visit  virginiaherpe-
tologicalsociety.com  for 
more information.

“Remember, snakes 
are not out to get you 
and will not chase you,” 
Kleopfer emphasized. 
“If you leave them 
alone, they will leave 
you alone.”

-Submitted by John 
“J.D.” Kleopfer

Send community news and photos to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.
• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

OPINION

A brief history of summer 
reading part 2 by Jennifer Harlan

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

Publishers saw an op-
portunity in this new 
wave of summer travel 
to bolster what had tra-
ditionally been a lack-
luster season for book 
sales, and to promote 
novels, which up until 
that point had largely 
been seen as an inferior 
literary subgenre and a 
dangerous corrupting 
influence, particularly 
for young women.

“Reading novels was 
something that was 
highly suspect,” said 
Dr. Harrington-Lueker. 
“But slowly, from the 
1870s into the 1880s 
and ’90s, they manage to 
reposition it as a genteel, 
middle-class pleasure. 
Light novels, paperback 
novels, novels that were 
easily portable or could 
be read while lying un-
der a tree: All of these 
became embraced by the 
tastemakers of the in-
dustry.”

The publishers’ goals 
were helped along by 
two other important 
developments, Wendy 
Griswold, a professor 
of sociology at North-
western University, ex-
plained in a phone inter-
view. The invention in 
the mid-1800s of wood 
pulp paper, which was 
much cheaper to pro-
duce than paper made 
from linen rags, signifi-
cantly reduced the price 
of books. And literacy 
rates among American 
women — who were 
more likely to spend 
long chunks of the sum-
mer at resorts than their 
husbands, who often had 
to commute back and 
forth from their city jobs 
— skyrocketed.

Summer resorts pro-
vided women with an es-
cape from the strictures 
of everyday Victorian 
life, free from the pry-
ing eyes of husbands or 
chaperones. And they 
also provided the setting 
for a new genre of novel, 
one specifically crafted 
about and for this season 
of escape.

The American sum-

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

mer novel, which began 
popping up in the 1860s, 
was easily identifiable by 
a few key characteristics 
— many of which may 
sound familiar to today’s 
readers. It took place 
over the course of a sum-
mer, at a resort or grand 
hotel. Its plot was “de-
voted to lovers … their 
thrills, their perturba-
tions, their mishaps, and 
their triumphs,” as the 
Book Review wrote in 
the introduction to its 
1898 summer reading 
issue. And it ended with 
an engagement or mar-
riage, as the characters 
prepared to return to 
society.

Such a novel was easy 
to spot without ever 
cracking its spine. It was 
set apart by its cover, 
usually made of paper 
and featuring a romantic 
summertime scene. “A 
catching title, the col-
ors, and a photographic 
reproduction of a come-
ly soubrette face are 
considered the correct 
adornment of the cover 
of a summer novel,” the 
Book Review reported in 
1900. “The public does 
the rest.”

Summer leisure 

evolved and expanded 
dramatically in the early 
20th century, thanks in 
large part to the inven-
tion of the automobile 
and the introduction 
of paid vacation time. 
And summer reading 
became so established 
as an American pastime 
that it continued to 
grow even during peri-
ods when vacations were 
put on hold. “In curious 
and unexpected ways, 
the war affects and al-
ters many a thing,” The 
Times reported in 1915, 
one year into the first 
World War. “The latest 
of its byproducts is the 
appearance of manifold 
signs that there is to be 
a boom in summer read-
ing. Not wholly in books 
about the war, either; in 
every kind of books.”

The introduction of 
the mass market paper-
back in the late 1930s 
further democratized 
things. “The novelty of 
paperbacks is not only 
their physical form, but 
also that they were sold 
in drugstores and news-
stands,” Leah Price, a 
professor of English at 
Rutgers University and 
the author of “What 

We Talk About When 
We Talk About Books: 
The History and Fu-
ture of Reading,” said 
in a phone interview. 
“You could buy them 
anywhere at the spur 
of the moment rather 
than planning to go to 
this specialized store, of 
which there might be 
only one in the town 
where you lived. So, in 
that sense, you could 
see the paperback as an 
ancestor to the ebook. 
It’s like that old Amazon 
Kindle ad, where you 
can think of a book and 
in a minute, you’ve got 
it. Same thing with pa-
perbacks.”

The physical book 
isn’t the only thing that 
has evolved. The kinds of 
books that readers reach 
for in the summertime 
have changed over time 
as well. In 1968, James 
Baldwin, writing in the 
Book Review, urged 
readers to engage with 
books grappling with the 
question of race, such as 
the works of Ralph El-
lison or “The Autobiog-
raphy of Malcolm X.” In 
1999, as Y2K loomed, 
The Times’s recommen-
dations included books 

on string theory and 
memes along with select 
science fiction. Sum-
mer reading today has 
expanded well beyond 
the summer novel, from 
romance to mystery to 
fantasy to thrillers. The 
Book Review did not 
offer selections of “Fic-
tion by Famous Hands” 
or “Noteworthy Long 
Stories” on its 2021 
summer list, but sports 
books, Hollywood tell-
alls and true crime did 
make the cut.

So, what is it that 
makes something a sum-
mer book? “Summer, 
like every other time, 
is a good time for good 
books and an especially 
good time for long ones 
in which neither the au-
thor nor the reader feels 
hurried,” Joseph Wood 
Krutch wrote in the 
Book Review in 1950. 
“It is a good time, and 
an especially good time, 
for reading what one 
wants to read for no rea-
son except that one does 
want to read it.”

Up until the 1800s, 
novels were largely seen 
as an inferior literary 

See Library, page 8
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The family of 
Lala Alls would like 
to thank everyone 

for the flowers, visits, 
phone calls, cards 
and especially the 
prayers during her 
hospital stay and 
then her passing. 

The staff at Snyders 
Nursing Home 
will always be 

remembered for 
their loving care and 

patience with her. 

Wayne, William, 
Tommy & Bobby 

Sowers,
Lisa Gusler

OBITUARY
Helems, Anna Fay

Anna Fay Helems, 91 
of New Castle, departed 
this life to be with her 
Heavenly Father on Sat-
urday, August 7, in her 
home. Born in Johns 
Creek on October 17, 
1929, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Harry 
Gleason Stebar and Mar-
gie Jane Bell Stebar. 

Anna Fay was a central 
part of her community 
and was very head strong 
and independent, but to know her was 
to love her. Anna Fay had served in her 
life in the textile mill, and later in life 
with the National Forestry Service. She 
is also a lifetime member of the Forks 
of Johns Creek Christian Church. 

Anna Fay was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Arnold Helems; 
sons, Melvin Arnold Helems, Robert 
Roscoe Helems, and Lloyd Vincent 

Helems; a daughter, 
Shelia Fisher; grandson, 
Matthew Funari; sisters, 
Frances Detamore and 
Maude Elizabeth Jane 
Stebar. 

Left to cherish her 
memory to their hearts 
are her daughters Mary 
Funari (Anthony) of 
Kentucky, and Shorty 
Sowers (Tommy) of 
Simmonsville, and a 
son in law Ralph Fisher 

of Newport; grandchildren, Jessica 
Funari, Robert Funari, Chris Heath 
and wife Jerri, Zachary Sowers, Te-
anna Sowers, McKinley Heath, Dylan 
Heath, Evan Heath; a very special 
great-granddaughter, Everleigh Sow-
ers; special friends, Bertie Ann Mills, 
Sue and Sammy Reynolds and a whole 
community of persons whose lives she 
touched.

Infrastructure package makes 
its way through Congress

American farmers and agribusinesses 
are positioned to be more competitive 
in the global economy with the U.S. 
Senate’s Aug. 10 passage of President Joe 
Biden’s bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act.

Th e nearly $1 trillion plan is intend-
ed to rebuild roads and bridges, mod-
ernize public works systems and expand 
broadband internet, among other im-
provements. Th e Senate also is consider-
ing a second $3.5 trillion package that 
would pay for new family, health and 
education programs. Th e White House 
anticipates the investments will add, on 
average, about 2 million jobs per year 
within the coming decade.

Th e House will eventually con-
sider both packages simultaneously. 
While  American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion supports the fi rst part of the plan, it 
does not endorse the second one.

Th e fi rst phase of the bill would invest 
$110 billion in U.S. roads and bridges, 
$65 billion for broadband and $17.3 
billion for ports and inland waterways. 
Section 23018 of the bill includes an 
exemption for livestock and insect haul-
ers from Hours of Service Regulations 
within a 150 air-mile radius from their 
fi nal destination—a small but particu-
larly helpful change for Virginia live-
stock producers, said Ben Rowe,  Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation’s national 

aff airs coordinator.
“We were pleased to see the Senate 

develop a comprehensive infrastructure 
package while preserving important 
tax provisions that make it possible 
for farmers to pass the family business 
to the next generation,” he said. “We 
urge leaders in the House to follow the 
Senate’s lead by leaving tax rates and 
stepped-up basis unchanged.”

AFBF President Zippy Duvall ex-
pressed gratitude to the Senate for 
working toward solutions while preserv-
ing those tax provisions.

He said the pressing infrastructure is-
sues facing the nation are too important 
to ignore, particularly in rural commu-
nities where modernization is desper-
ately needed.

“Farmers and ranchers depend on mil-
lions of miles of roadways and waterways 
to get their products to America’s din-
ner tables, and they rely on ports to ship 
food, fi ber and fuel to countries around 
the world,” Duvall said. “And increased 
funding to bring broadband to hundreds 
of thousands of farms that currently have 
no access to the internet will help farm-
ers meet the demands of a growing world 
while using emerging technologies to 
build on climate-smart practices.”

-Submitted by Nicole Zema, 
VFBF communications

SCC reminds Virginians to review 
their property insurance before a 
hurricane or other disaster strikes

Th e 2021 hurricane season already has 
had a busy start with eight named storms 
and one reaching hurricane strength. Th e 
State Corporation Commission’s (SCC) 
Bureau of Insurance (Bureau) reminds Vir-
ginians that late August to early October is 
often the most dangerous and active time 
for tropical storm activity – and the poten-
tial property damage those storms can cause.

If you have not already reviewed your 
property insurance, the Bureau urges Vir-
ginians to do so now as the hurricane season 
is underway. Whether you’re a homeowner, 
renter or business, protect yourself fi nancial-
ly by making sure you have the coverage you 
need before disaster strikes.

Hurricane season offi  cially runs from 
June 1 to November 30. Even areas hun-
dreds of miles from the coast can be im-
pacted by the high winds, heavy rains and 
fl ooding that accompany hurricanes and 
tropical storms. You may have a diffi  cult 
time increasing your insurance coverage 
once a hurricane develops and until the 
threat has passed, so review your coverage 
now and make any necessary changes.

“Disasters can happen anywhere and any-
time. Don’t wait until it’s too late to protect 
yourself and your property from a hurricane 
or other disaster,” said Virginia Insurance 
Commissioner Scott A. White. “Assess your 
risk now and make sure you have the cover-
age you need before a storm begins to brew.”

Th e Bureau encourages Virginians to talk 
to their insurance agent or company if they 
have questions about what is and is not cov-
ered, how to reduce property damage and 
what to do if damage does occur.

Most homeowners, renters and com-
mercial insurance policies do not cover 
losses due to fl ooding. Talk to your insur-
ance agent about fl ood insurance or visit the 
National Flood Insurance Program’s web-
site at  www.fl oodsmart.gov  to learn more 
about protecting your home or business 
from damage due to fl oods, surface water 
or storm surge. Th ere is typically a 30-day 
waiting period for a new fl ood insurance 
policy to take eff ect.

Th e Bureau also encourages Virginians 
to create a detailed home inventory with 
photos, videos and serial numbers of your 
belongings. Th e National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners’ (NAIC)  free 
smartphone app can facilitate this process. 
Place your insurance policies and home in-

ventory in a safe place and take them with 
you if you must evacuate. Th ese records will 
contain your policy numbers and the phone 
numbers of your insurance companies in 
case you have questions or need to fi le a 
claim.

If your property is damaged by a hur-
ricane, contact your insurance agent or 
company as soon as possible. To protect 
your property from further damage, make 
necessary emergency repairs. Document all 
damage to your property and include pho-
tographs, notes and repair-related receipts.

Policyholders should consider the follow-
ing questions related to potential hurricane 
damage when reviewing their policies:

Does your homeowners policy contain 
a special deductible for wind or hurricane 
losses?  Th ese deductibles are applied sepa-
rately from any other deductible on a hom-
eowners policy and may be written as a fl at 
amount, such as $1,000, or applied to a loss 
as a percentage of the insurance coverage on 
the dwelling.

Does your homeowners policy provide 
coverage for such things as sewer back-
up? Most homeowners policies do not pro-
vide coverage for sewer backup, but policy-
holders may purchase additional coverage 
for this.

Are vehicles covered in the event of a 
hurricane or windstorm? If you have other-
than-collision (or comprehensive) coverage 
for your vehicle under your automobile pol-
icy, your vehicles generally will be covered 
for fl ood and wind damage.

To learn more, contact the Bureau of In-
surance Property and Casualty Division toll-
free at 1-877-310-6560 or in Richmond 
at 804-371-9185. Th e Bureau’s specially 
trained staff  can assist consumers with their 
insurance-related questions and concerns. 
Th e Bureau also off ers free consumer guides 
for homeowners and commercial property 
owners with information about what to 
do when a disaster strikes. Th ese are avail-
able on the disaster readiness section of its 
website at  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Disaster-
Readiness.

For additional emergency preparedness 
information relating to hurricanes and other 
types of disasters, visit the Virginia Depart-
ment of Emergency Management website 
at www.vaemergency.gov.

-Submitted by Katha Treanor

Virginia off ers one-time relief funding 
opportunity to intercity bus providers
~ American Rescue Plan Act allocates $2.3 million to the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation for distribution ~

Th e Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public 
Transportation  (DRPT) 
was apportioned $2.3 mil-
lion in  American Rescue 
Plan Act  (ARPA) fund-
ing to allocate to Federal 
Motor Carrier-Certifi ed 
intercity bus operators 
throughout the Com-
monwealth. Th is one-time 
grant opportunity will 
help intercity bus com-
panies recover operating 
expenses incurred during 
the pandemic. Th e appli-
cation period is open now 
through October 1, 2021. 
Eligible intercity bus pro-
viders are encouraged to 
apply.  

“Healthy and competi-
tive multi-modal trans-
portation is the key to 
connecting people to bet-
ter jobs, education, and 
healthcare. Each transpor-
tation provider across the 
Commonwealth serves as 
an essential piece of the 
mobility puzzle,” said Sec-
retary of Transportation 
Shannon Valentine. “Th e 
American Rescue Plan 
Act funding will ease the 
burden placed on intercity 
bus providers and help 
maintain these critical 
services that keep Virginia 
moving.”  

In March, President 
Biden signed the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act of 
2021, which provided 
$30.46 billion to support 
the transit industry in re-
sponse to COVID-19. 
ARPA allocated $100 mil-

lion to intercity bus opera-
tors throughout the country. 
Of that, $2,307,909 was ap-
portioned for intercity bus 
operators in Virginia. Fund-
ing is provided at a 100 per-
cent federal share, with no 
local match required. Th e 
funds can be used to reim-
burse certain operating ex-
penses incurred to maintain 
transit services as well as pay 
for administrative leave for 
transit personnel due to re-
duced operations during the 
emergency.

Th e Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA) and 
DRPT have established  eli-
gibility criteria  to appropri-
ately allocate this funding. 
Criteria should be thorough-
ly reviewed before complet-
ing the application.

“DRPT remains commit-
ted to enhancing intercity 
bus service in Virginia,” stat-
ed Jennifer Mitchell, Direc-
tor of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public 
Transportation.  “In addi-
tion to our ongoing support 
for the Virginia Breeze Bus 
Lines, we also welcome this 

unique, one-time opportu-
nity to help other intercity 
bus providers recover from 
the pandemic.”  

Intercity Bus service oper-
ates with a limited schedule, 
has fi xed routes, and con-
nects to two or more urban 
areas that are not in close 
proximity. Th ese services 
may have the capacity for 
transporting passenger bag-
gage and service that makes 
specifi c, planned connec-
tions with established inter-
city bus service where such 
service is available.

-Submitted by Haley 
Glynn, Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

ADVERTISE!

Auctions

 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

General 
Information

Notice 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Immediate 
Counselor 

openings with the 
Life Center of 

Galax.  

Mill Creek 
Childcare Center 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

becky.france@deq.virginia.
gov

https://www.deq.virginia.gov
/permits-regulations/public-
notices/water/virginia-
pollution-discharge-
elimination-system-vpdes 

Legals - City of 
Radford

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE CITY OF 
RADFORD  

Case No. CL21-6456 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-888 

Pursuant to the 
Single Family 

Mortgage 
Foreclosure Act  

Help Wanted - 
General

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - City of 
Salem

To place your ad, call 389-9355

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
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Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEW CASTLE RECORD, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEW CASTLE RECORD

THE NEW CASTLE RECORD
PRINT ONLY

         Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County   $48.00 Out of County

$52.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
One Year 

Digital Subscription 
$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

mining repairer and reseller 
Manifold Mining would im-
mediately invest roughly 
$420,000 into a Craig Coun-
ty-based center of operations. 
Additional good news is that 
this investment will create a 
minimum of fi fteen jobs with-
in the fi rst fi ve years of opera-
tion and a signifi cant related 
tax base.

“Craig County’s low taxes 
and inexpensive cost to operate 
continues to set businesses up 
for success,” said EDA Chair-
man C. Jordan Labiosa. “Man-
ifold Mining’s commitment 
to creating high tech jobs for 
Craig County residents also 

speaks to the diverse skillset of 
our labor force. I look forward 
to seeing Manifold Mining 
continue to expand and create 
jobs in our community.”

Software development was 
originally the primary focus 
of Manifold Mining, but over 
time the business expanded 
to include in-house crypto-
currency mining operations, 
ASIC miner repair and ASIC 
miner resell.

"Manifold Mining is 
thrilled with the opportunity 
to grow our business here in 
Craig County. Current mar-
ket conditions present signifi -
cant opportunities and Craig 

County is an ideal location 
for our business needs,” Jacob 
McDaniel, owner of Manifold 
Mining, said. “We look for-
ward to working with the com-
munity and local talent as we 
renovate the Crown Building 
and grow our operations."

Manifold Mining will ex-
pand into the 40,000-square-
foot former furniture manufac-
turing plant known locally as 
the “Crown Building,” located 
on Marshall Drive in New 
Castle. Th e company will have 
open job postings for manage-
ment, technicians, bookkeep-
ers, electricians, receiving, 
and in eCommerce. Interested 

individuals are encouraged to 
go to manifoldmining.com for 
more information.

“Th is is an astonishing eco-
nomic development announce-
ment. Th e Crown Building has 
been silent for over 25 years. 
Th e EDA members have been 
working diligently for several 
months negotiating an agree-
ment with Manifold Min-
ing that will benefi t both the 
county and the new company,” 
said EDA Director and Coun-
ty Administrator Dan Collins. 
“With this announcement, we 
look forward to new jobs in 
Craig County. Welcome Mani-
fold Mining!”

Added Craig County Board 
of Supervisors Chairman Jesse 
Spence, “I want to sincerely 
thank the EDA and Dan Col-
lins for working hard to bring 
new business to Craig County. 
Mining is a great company 
that has a lot of potential and 
will be a benefi t to the com-
munity.”

For more information about 
the Craig County Economic 
Development Authority and 
this partnership, contact the 
Craig County Administra-
tor's Offi  ce at (540) 864-5010. 
Manifold Mining can also be 
reached at 303-807-7551 or 
online at manifoldmining.com

funds will be granted.
Th is year, David Givens has 

lined up an entire day of great 
entertainment. “Taylore Price 
will be opening the stage music 
at 9:30 a.m. and Mike Carter 
and his Virginia Magic Band will 
bring the fi nale at 3:30 p.m.,” he 
shared. Th e complete music en-
tertainment will be confi rmed 
and posted after September 1.

Dr. Jackie Scruggs Taylor is 
sponsoring the Annual Reyn-
olds Memorial Car Show for ev-
eryone to display their antique 
cars, trucks, motorcycles, mud 
boggers, tractors and unique 
vehicles. Plaques will be given 
out to the fi rst 50 entries, and 
you do not have to be present to 
receive them. Taylor also shared 
they give a nice goodie bag to 

every entry. 
Pre-registration is appreciated 

so they can get an idea of how 
many will be entering. To have 
one mailed to you or pick one 
up at the Hotel or Food Coun-
try, contact 540-520-5555. Mail 
back to Jackie Scruggs Taylor at 
340 Cumberland Ave., New 
Castle Va. 24127. Festival or-
ganizer Robyn Foster has an-

nounced that there will be a fun 
fl at-footing contest this year. 
Th ere will be an adult contest 
and a kids contest, so everyone 
get their dancing feet ready. 

For setup, a Society member 
will be on Main Street by 6 a.m. 
festival morning to direct every-
one to their space. Exhibitors 
must furnish all materials need-
ed. Organizers ask that table 

fronts be draped to the sidewalk.
Th e Fall Demolition Derby 

has also been scheduled for that 
evening, along with the little 
tikes Power Wheels Derby and 
the younger teens and tweens 
Lawnmower Derby. 

Everyone is invited for an en-
tire day of fun-fi lled entertain-
ment, vendors and food in New 
Castle and invite a friend. 

Th e Veterans of For-
eign War holds a sa-
cred place in the hearts 
of many service people 
within the USA and it 
holds the same heartfelt 
commitment with the 
Veterans in Craig Coun-
ty. 

"It connects you with 
comrades that are closer 
than some family," ex-
plained Billy Lee, Post 
Commander of Craig 
Valley Post 4491. "When 
you go through war to-
gether, it connects you 
in a way that others have 
a diffi  cult time under-

standing sometimes."
At the potluck picnic, 

the VFW will have tables 
and chairs set up inside 
so no one will have to 
be concerned about the 
weather. 

VFW members and 
their families are encour-
aged to attend this af-
ternoon of comrade fel-
lowship, some optional 
fun-time games for any-
one to enjoy, an after-
noon of relaxation and a 
great meal. 

Post 4491 is located on 
the road behind Camp 
Mitchell at 295 Hunters 

Drive in New Castle. 
To volunteer, contact 

Ken Looney at (540) 
864-6262.

To donate any items or 
food, contact Robert Fal-
sone at (540) 864-5510. 

For information about 
becoming a Craig Valley 
VFW Post 4491 member, 
contact Post 

Commander Billy Lee 
on messenger or at (540) 
864-6169.

“Your presence is im-
portant to us,” VFW 
members shared. “We 
look forward to seeing 
everyone.”

Jobs from page 1

Potluck from page 1

Festival from page 1

www.newcastlerecord.com

subgenre — and a dan-
gerous corrupting influ-
ence, particularly for 
young women. Credit: 
Lee Romero/The New 
York Times

Today’s summer read-
ing often shares sev-
eral hallmarks of the 
19th-century works 
of Howard or Alcott. 
The books are engross-
ing. They transport the 
reader away from their 
everyday life. And yes, 

many of them continue 
to feature romantically 
driven plots that take 
place at an American 
summer locale — think 
the Nantucket novels of 
Elin Hilderbrand or any 
of the coastal romances 
by Nicholas Sparks.

Most important, they 
entice the reader with 
the possibility of long 
sunlit days spent un-
moored from everyday 
restraints and immersed 

in a literary world, what-
ever shape it may take. 
As the writer Hildegarde 
Hawthorne explained 
in the Book Review in 
1907, the true pleasure 
of summer reading lies 
not so much in the novel 
itself but in the choice to 
devote oneself to it.

“A deep peace fills 
your soul,” she wrote. 
“Here is this delicious 
book and the whole day, 
both yours.”

Library from page 4

Send community news and photos 
to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

Dont let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  
1-888-510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 

Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hi l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 

help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.L i f e55p lus . i n f o /

vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-

dependence and mobility
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974
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GO ROCKETS!GO  ROCKETS!

CRAIG COUNTY
Treasurer’s Offi ce

Jackie Parsons

Commissioner of the Revenue
Elizabeth Huffman

Clerk’s Offi ce
Sharon Oliver

Let’s  
Go 

Rockets!
THE FARMERS &  

MERCHANTS BANK 
OF CRAIG COUNTY

(540) 864-5156

Owner/Agentguthrieinsurance@yahoo.com

Guthrie 
Insurance Agency

207 Main Street, 
New Castle

Go Rockets

Home, Auto, Farm, 
Commercial, Health and Life

Rocket volleyball team opens this week

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The  Craig County girls will open their season this week under new coach Suzanne Crawford. The Rockets have two road games to start the season. They were scheduled 
to play at Christiansburg on Tuesday, and on Thursday of this week they have a 6:30 pm game at North Cross School in Roanoke. The home opener is next Thursday, 
September 2, when Christiansburg comes to New Castle. This year’s varsity team consists of, front row left to right; Maggie Mays, Kylee Clifton, Annabelle Gregory, 
Britney Brookman, Jennifer Fitzpatrick and mascot Emmett Crawford. Back row, assistant coach Tyler VanDyke, middle school coach and jayvee assistant Haleigh Smith, 
Randalyn Taylor, Ashlyn Keen, Hannah Caldwell, Kaylee Stroop and coach Suzanne Crawford. Gabriella Hypes was not present when the photo was taken.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
New Craig County football coach Jim Fisher puts players through warmup exercises 
on the practice field in preparation for Friday night’s opening game.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Rocket football players go through drills on the practice field.

ball on traps and dives.
“He’s a real spark plug,” 

said Fisher
Th e “C” back will be 

either sophomore Trevyn 
Francisco or senior Cam-
eron Shell. Others who 
could see time in the back-
fi eld include Bryce Drake, 
Lucas Taylor, Mason Huff -
man and Alex Drake.

Craig won’t throw the 
ball often, but if they do 
the A or C back will move 
to a slot position. Craig 
will use two tight ends, 
mostly for blocking, and 
Nathan Fisher will play 
one spot with Lucas or 
Chris Hanes at the other.

Johnny Hutchinson, a 
6’1”, 300 pound senior, 
will be the center for the 
Rockets. Th e guards will 
be Logan Reynolds on the 
left side and Layton Huff -
man on the right. Both are 

seniors.
Samuel Saunders, a 

junior, will start at left 
tackle with sophomore 
Tyler Fitzgerald on the 
right. Backups include 
sophomore Marcus Keen 
at center, senior Trapper 
Vest at guard and two 
sophomores will back up 
the tackles, Isaac Caldwell 
and C.J. Armes. Freshman 
Jaycob Wolfe could also 
see some time on the line.

On defense Fisher plans 
to run the traditional 
5-3, switching to a 4-4 
against teams who run a 
spread off ense. On the 
line Hutchinson will be 
the nose guard, Reynolds 
and Fitzgerald will be the 
tackles and Dylan Craw-
ford and Fisher are the 
ends. All fi ve also start on 
off ense, but Fisher is hop-
ing that won’t be the case 

as the program progresses.
“We don’t want kids to 

go both ways if they don’t 
have to,” said Fisher. “We 
only had three guys go-
ing both ways on the ’84 
team that went 8-2, and in 
2005 I think we had six go 
both ways.”

Shell, Taylor and Pe-
ters will be the linebackers 
while the cornerbacks will 
come from a trio of Lu-
cas, Francisco and Bryce 
Drake. Frango will double 
as the safety.

Fisher is hoping the 
defense sets the tone for 
the team. He’s a defense 
oriented guy and the old 
saying goes, “if the other 
team doesn’t score the 
worst you can do is tie.”

“Th e average high 
school drive is eight plays,” 
noted Fisher. “If we can get 
to the ninth play the odds 

Football from page 10

football program.
“We’re not stressing 

winning right now,” he 
said. “We’re looking to 
make better people. . . 
.better students, better 
sons, better future hus-
bands and fathers. If you 
can do that the winning 
will take care of itself.”

Fisher has been jug-
gling his teaching and 
real estate jobs with get-
ting the football program 
on the right path. Equip-
ment was a problem, and 
he’s borrowed helmets 
from Alleghany, Staunton 
River and James River to 
get a better-than-normal 
turnout of Craig players 
equipped. He has new blue 

jerseys ordered for home 
games and the Rockets 
have white jerseys for road 
games. Th ey’ll wear blue 
pants with white and silver 
stripes home and away.

Jimmy has made a “two 
to four year” commitment 
to coach the team and he’s 
hoping to fi nd a capable 
replacement during that 
time. Until then, he’ll be 
working as long as it takes 
to get the program he loves 
back on sound footing.

“People have no idea 
what I walked into,” he 
said. “I’m going to show 
them how to do it and 
hopefully someone will be 
able to take over in a few 
years.” 

are in our favor. It’s the old 
‘bend but don’t break,’ but 
I don’t like bending either.”

Crawford will do the 
placekicking and punting 
for the Rockets. Taylor can 
also kick and Brayden Fish-
er is the backup punter.

Jimmy has a solid 
group of assistants, most 
of whom played for the 
Rockets. As mentioned, 
Hancock will be coach-
ing the runningbacks and 
Casey also works with the 
defensive backs. Brock 
Jones, a former standout 
quarterback for Craig, is 
coaching quarterbacks 
and the secondary. Former 
Rocket Jeremy Howell has 
linebackers and the off en-
sive line and Danny Ow-
ens also works with the 
linebackers. Fisher works 
with both lines himself 
and is “hands on” in every 
phase of the program.

Craig graduate Jamie 
Simpkins will be the mid-
dle school coach and he’ll 
be assisted by John Th omas 
and Roland Donithan. Ro-
land is also the trainer and 
he’s the school nurse so 
he’s a handy man to have 
around. 

Fisher knows this is go-
ing to take some time. In 
addition to missing last 
season the Rockets haven’t 
won more than two games 
in a season since 2012, and 
that includes winless cam-
paigns in 2016 and ’17. 
Fisher isn’t one to take los-
ing in stride, but he knows 
Rome wasn’t built in a day, 
and neither is a winning 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The 2021 Craig County Football team. FRONT ROW: (Left to Right) Colby Wolfe, Jaycob Wolfe, Chris Hunter, CJ Armes, Bryce Drake, Josh Craft, Malachi Paitsel and Chris 
Hanes. MIDDLE ROW: (Left to Right) Trevyn Francisco, Lucas Taylor, Dillon Crowder, Nick All, Skyler Rodrigues, Tyler Fitzpatrick, Matthew Lucas, Zachary Peters and Kira 
Sherrod. BACK ROW: (Left to Right) Coach Danny Owens, Coach Jimmy Fisher, Trapper Vest, Johnny Hutchinson, Brayden Frango, Cameron Shell, Nathan Fisher, Logan 
Reynolds, Samuel Saunders, Dylan Crawford, Layton Huffman and Coach John Thomas. PLAYERS NOT PICTURED: Justin Boitnotte, Isaac Caldwell, Alex Drake, Austin 
Hickson, Mason Huffman, Marcus Keen, Colton Mabes, Blake Wright and Xander Cantrell. COACHES NOT PICTURED: Roland Donithan, Casey Hancock, Jeremy Howell, 
Brock Jones and Jamie Simpkins.

Rockets open football season at Bland Friday

For the fi rst time since 
November 8 of 2019 
the Craig County High 
School Rockets will have 
a football game Friday 
night, and you can thank 
Jimmy Fisher for that.

Fisher, a Craig County 
native and New Castle 
High School graduate, 
stepped in to save the pro-
gram when former coach 
Mark Harrison resigned 
just a few weeks before 
summer practice was 
scheduled to begin. Fisher 
has added head football 
coach to his other jobs as 
real estate agent and teach-
er at Craig County High 
and he’s been scrambling 

to install a new off ense 
and get the new uniforms 
here on time. He’s also 
trying to coach around an-
other bout with COVID, 
which caused the Rockets 
to cancel their scrimmage 
with Alleghany last week.

COVID is why it’s 
been 22 months since 
the Rockets suited up for 
a game. Th e fall season 
was postponed due to the 
pandemic last year and re-
scheduled for the spring. 
By that time some of the 
Craig boys had either lost 
interest or lost eligibility 
due to having classes on-
line. Harrison, who was 
coach at the time, decided 

to can the season and con-
centrate on getting ready 
for this fall.

When Mark resigned 
over the summer, a quick 
search was held to fi nd a 
new coach on short no-
tice. Fisher, who bleeds 
Rocket blue, helped in the 
search but a suitable coach 
could not be found so he 
decided to take the job 
himself. He’s been work-
ing 24-seven ever since to 
get a respectable team on 
the fi eld, and it looks like 
he’s going to do it.

“Missing the season last 
year hurt, but there’s noth-
ing we can do about that,” 
said Fisher. “We just have 

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The 2021 Craig County cheerleaders, left to right: Chasity Wolfe, Jordyn Price and Eliza Muncey. Back; coach Jessie Gills. Hayleigh Flowers 
is not pictured.

to move forward. Th ere’s a 
light at the end of the tun-
nel and we need to keep 
moving toward it.”

Fisher has already done 
a good job getting play-
ers out for the team. Th e 
Rockets have 35 players on 
the varsity roster and that’s 
more than some Class 2 
schools have.

Jimmy has put in a 
whole new off ensive sys-
tem since the team started 
practicing three weeks ago. 
He’s made it simple and 
he’s drawing on some past 
experience.

“Its Rocket football, 
not Rocket science,” said 
Fisher. “We’re going to 
run a double wing off ense 
and run over people, simi-
lar to what Riverheads and 
Stuarts Draft have been so 
successful doing. It’s the 
off ense we ran when we 
won the Sandlot Super 
Bowl.”

Fisher coached the 
Craig County Cougars 
Junior League team to the 
valley-wide youth title in 
the year 2000. Many of 
those same boys played on 
the 2005 high school team 
that won the Pioneer Dis-
trict.

“Basically, we run a 
balanced formation and 
try to outnumber you at 
the point of attack,” said 
Fisher. 

Th e off ense features 
a quarterback and three 
backs. Th e “A” is the 
power back, the “B” is the 
blocking back and the “C” 
is the speed back. Craig’s 
all-time leading rusher, 
Casey Hancock, was the 
“C” on the sandlot team 
and played on the 2005 
high school team and he’s 
now an assistant coach for 
Fisher, so he has fi rst hand 
experience running the of-
fense.

Senior Brayden Frango 
will be the quarterback, 
and he’ll line up under 
center. Sophomore Mat-
thew Lucas is the backup.

“Brayden is a natural 
leader and one of the best 
athletes on the team,” said 
Fisher. “He could also play 
runningback.”

Senior Dylan Craw-
ford will start at A-Back. 
He was an outstanding 
player for the Rockets as 
a sophomore would likely 
have some impressive ca-
reer stats if not for missing 
last season. He’s a tough 
kid who will be diffi  cult to 
bring down.

Zachary Peters was the 
quarterback when the 
Rockets last played a game, 
but he’ll be the B-Back in 
this system. He’ll do a lot 
of blocking and carry the 
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