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Annual homecoming brings 
generations together with history

People started arriving early for the 
Old Salem Church Annual Home-
coming Potluck. Th e elderly were 
seated close to the pavilion and assisted 
to while the younger ones ran around 
the open yard, enjoying their freedom 
in the green grass. 

On Sunday, August 15, generations 
came together to enjoy the fellowship 
of many whom they hadn’t seen in al-
most two years.   

Home-cooked dishes were con-
stantly placed on the tables as each 
family arrived. Th e smell of chicken 
and pork and beans arose everyone’s 
appetite when the lids fi nally came off . 

Desserts were delved into immedi-
ately, as many spoke of their favorites 
that they got to enjoy. 

One lady asked “Aunt Linda” if 
she was available for adoption, as she 
wanted to get her to make a huge dish 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
As one regular said, the Old Salem Church Annual Homecoming Potluck 
picnic always has "enough food for Custer's Army."

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Car no. 56 rammed in and sandwiched #69 into 716, 
but in a split second, #21 joined in, pushing #69 
further in and tapping on #94. 

Car no. 94 and #21 rammed head into each other. 
Driving up on the rear of his car, #94 decided to play a 
little monster-trucks. 

Big Car Derby lives 
up to its reputation 
of demolition

When people drive by 
the Craig County Fair-
grounds on a Demolition 
Derby Night, they know 
that it is a true derby. Th e 
intense sounds of crushed 
metal and spinning wheels 
can always be heard. 

Th e Big Car Heat this 
hot summer night, on 
August 14, did not disap-
point. 

Th e Craig County High 
School Cheerleaders spon-
sored a 50/50 drawing to 
raise funds for their squad. 
Chris Anderson was the 
winner and took home 
$372.50. 

Members of the Craig 
Valley VFW Post 4491 
were selling chances on a 
big screen TV to help sup-
port local Veterans. (Tick-
ets can still be purchased, 
as the drawing will be Oc-
tober 9 at the Fall Festival. 
For more information, 
contact Billy Lee or VFW 
Veterans.) 

Sammy Huff man, who 
served as the event emcee, 
shouted out, “It’s a one 
and done heat y’all! Th is 
should be a good show.” 

Th e four judges, BJ Oli-
ver, Jesse Bradford, Paul 
Welch and Mike Ashley, 
were positioned around 
the ring. 

As Huff man an-
nounced each driver, the 
fi lled bleachers and ring 
side areas cheered the par-
ticipants on. Big car driv-
ers spun into the ring, all 
wanting to take home the 
big win. 

Eight drivers participat-
ed in the event: Jeff  Crosby 
(#716), Braedon Morrison 
(#69), Joey Minter (#94), 
P.J Welch (#56), Nathan 
Lindsey (#97), Matt Flin-
chum (#36), Corie Trivett 
(#35) and Donnie Fisher 
(#21). 

Said Huff man as he led 

everyone in the count-
down, “Ok boys, let’s see 
what you can do tonight.” 

Here’s just a sample of 
the fun that was seen, per 
driver numbers. Th ere was 
too much demo’ing to re-
port on! 

Th e horn blew and cars 
crunched. Immediately, 
the derby was on. 

Car no. 69 hit both #94 
and #716 into the wall. 
Car no. 56 then went for 
#35. Mud slung high and 
covered a few people early 
in the heat. 

Within fi ve minutes, 
#35’s engine was popping 
like fi recrackers. Car no. 
69 drove backwards push-
ing #21 as #94 turned a 
circle as he pushed #35 
around. Car no. 716 and 
#56 came in and broke it 
up and on the other side 
of the ring, #69 and #94 
had a good time. Car no. 
94 went after #35 who re-
turned the favor, hitting 
#94.  

Th ere was a loud 
crunch when #21 and 
#716 both hit #69. Car 
no. 94 proceeded to ram 
#21 as #716 spun around 
in the middle. 

Full of action, the en-
tire ring was full of drivers 
hitting each other fast and 
hard.  

At this time, #21 came 
for #69 and missed but hit 
#35. Number 21 then goes 
for #94 and #35. Next, 
#716 and #56 rams #69. 
94 pushes 35 into #69 and 
#97 hits #56, and then 
#94 comes back and hits 
#716, goes forward and 
shoots for #21 and rams 
him right in the door. 

Car no. 97 gave #716 
a huge rear-end lift with 
a big hit. More hits con-
tinued as #94 rammed 
the front end of #35 and 
smoke billowed. Car no. 
24 rammed #94 into #69. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Derby, page 3

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Craig County's own Taylore Price 
will be opening the Fall Festival 
this year, singing songs by other 
artists as well as songs that she 
has written herself.

Music lineup announced for 2021 Fall Festival

It’s a new year and one of Craig 
County’s most enjoyable events, 
the Fall Festival, is scheduled for 
October 9. 

This year, David Givens has a 
full lineup of great entertainment 
for the community to enjoy.

•9 am: Opening ceremonies; 
Flag raising, Pledge of Allegiance, 
the National Anthem, welcome 
from the New Castle Town 
Council and the Craig County 
Historical Society, prayer

•9:30 am: Taylore Price, Craig 
County’s acoustic country singer-
songwriter, will be performing

10:30 am: Blue Connection 
known for their Hard driving tra-
ditional style bluegrass

•11:45 am: Michael and the 
Pentecost - The meeting place of 
all country, folk, rock ‘n roll and 
Americana

•1 pm: Catawba Creek Band 
- A mix of classic rock and pop, 
with a bit of folk, country and 
bluegrass thrown in

•2:15 pm: Forty years after - 

50s and 60s Old time rock ‘n roll
•3:30 pm: Virginia Magic 

Band – Classic Country and 
Southern Rock

•4:30 pm: Prize and drawing 
announcements for the winners  

•5 pm: Festival ends
• (All entertainment subject to 

change) 
There will also be a flat-foot-

ing contest for both adults and 
youth. 

The emcee will be Lenny Mac-
donald (Town Council Member), 
David Givens will serve as stage 
manager while sound will be 
handled by Boyd Clement. Stage 
will be provided by Zimmerman’s 
Equipment.

Local D.J. Tim Leftwich will 
be set up in the Town Pavilion 
playing classic car show tunes 
and relaying announcements all 
day. Interested individuals should 
pre-register with Jackie Scruggs 
by contacting 540-520-5555. 
Registration forms will also be at 
the Hotel and Food Country.

Individuals can still register 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

One of the treats that Craig County 
offers is the Lookout view on Route 42

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
As summer comes to an end, many are starting to make the drive to view the beauty of Craig County. At the 
Lookout on Route 42, the town of New Castle can be viewed in addition to many majestic mountain ranges 
that never seem to end. 

See Festival, page 5

See Homecoming, page 6
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Secret clique
 6. Earliest in and out
10. Ancient Egyptian 
symbol of life
14. Olfactory property
15. Kidnapping
17. Golf prize
19. Helps little fi rms
20. Cast a spell on
21. Panama is one
22. Dishonorable man
23. Sea eagle
24. Part of the healing 
process
26. Vin’s last name
29. Wings
31. Made older
32. Political device
34. Looks like a rabbit
35. Gurus
37. Philippine Island

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Not or
39. Hindu model of ideal man
40. Exam
41. Making less diffi cult
43. Without 
45. Dravidian ethnic group
46. A baglike structure
47. Buenos Aires capital 
La __
49. Dab
50. Singers who perform 
together
53. Pirates’ saying
57. OK to allude to
58. Somaliland diplomat
59. Has to pay back
60. Felix is one
61. Intestinal pouches
CLUES DOWN
 1. Harsh cries of a crow
 2. Type of horse
 3. __ fi de: authentic

 4. Doctors’ group
 5. Fugitives are on it
 6. Forged
 7. Wild goat
 8. Infl uential American 
president
 9. Calls for help
10. Repents
11. Palm tree with creeping 
roots
12. Black powder used in 
makeup
13. Happy New Year
16. Stretched out one’s neck
18. Whale ship captain
22. Atomic #20
23. Border
24. River that borders India 
and Nepal
25. After B
27. Fencing swords
28. Where researchers work

29. Expression of satisfaction
30. Broadway actor Nathan
31. Heavy, heat-retaining stove
33. A way to eliminate
35. Type of tree resin
36. Russian river
37. Children’s TV network
39. Troublemaker
42. Averts or delays
43. Self-immolation by fi re ritual
44. It cools your home
46. Satisfy to the fullest
47. Stinks!
48. Popular board game
49. Attack by hurling
50. A vale
51. Type of acid
52. Tasmania’s highest mountain
53. No seats available
54. Licensed for Wall Street
55. Family of genes
56. Constrictor snake

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County Public 
Library is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY 
TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County Genealogy 
Library open every Friday 1 
to 4 p.m.  152 Main Street. 
540-864-7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m., with 
communion at each, and is 
on Facebook live at 9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 

Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 
a.m. by Father Steve 
McNalley. They are 
also live on Facebook. 
For more information, 
contact (540) 864-8686 
or send an email to 
stjohnnewcastle@tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD 

MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND 
TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD 
WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
appointment only. For more 
information, contact 540-
864-5136.

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11 

The local VFW will 
host a VFW members 

potluck at the Craig 
Valley VFW Post 4491. 
Burgers and drinks will be 
provided. VFW members 
and their families invited

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 9 

The Craig County 
Fall Festival is expected 
to last from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in downtown New 
Castle. Contact Robyn 
Foster at 540-977-8395 
for more info or to reserve 
a booth.  For car show 
information, contact Jackie 
Taylor at 540-520-5555. If 
you register by September 
1, you get the early bird 
rate of $45.00. Afterwards 
it is $50. Registration ends 
September 30.  The event 
has been sponsored by the 
Craig County Historical 
Society for 38 years. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Visit us online at
newcastlerecord.com

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Left, children of all ages enjoyed themselves tremendously. Right, whenever a dance sequence was about to commence, event organizers got on stage to make the 
announcement. 

India Festival gives Roanoke Valley residents 
an opportunity to explore a new culture

After a one-year 
hiatus because of the 
pandemic, the Annual 
Roanoke Valley India 
Festival returned on Au-
gust 21. Presented by 
the India Heritage Soci-
ety, the event was held at 
Elmwood Park from 4 to 
8 p.m. Now in its 14th 
year, the festival featured 
a variety of vendors, 
food and live perfor-
mances from dancers of 
all ages. All 29 states of 
India were represented. 

Approximately 4,000 

people, according to 
festival organizer Sunny 
Shah, attended the free 
event. Vendors and par-
ticipants were encour-
aged to wear a facemask. 

 Present at the event 
was Roanoke County 
native James Beal. “One 
thing that COVID-19 
has taught me is there 
is so much more to life 
than just our surround-
ings. I think it’s impor-
tant to educate ourselves 
when opportunities like 
this are presented,” he 
said. 

When the first India 
Festival took place in 

2004, Roanoke Valley 
resident Ashley Clark, 
29, says she remembers 
going and taking pic-
tures with her parents. 
“I can recall everything 
like it was yesterday. My 
mom and dad gave me 
the option of attending 
the festival or going to 
the theatres to see a Will 
Smith movie,” Clark 
said. “Because it was 
an event that only hap-
pened once a year, I de-
cided to go to the festi-
val. We ended up having 
a great time and learning 
a lot about India.” 

Chris Edwards 

Approximately 4,000 people attended this year’s India Festival. All signs point to 
the event returning next year. 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

thought the best India 
dish was aloo gobi which 
is cauliflower and crisp 
golden potatoes. That 
opinion changed on 
Aug. 21 when he tried 

butter-brushed naan, 
a popular India baked 
flatbread. “I wanted to 
try every dish available 
to expose my taste buds 
to something new. Ev-
erything that I tried was 
top notch,” he said. 

Carilion President 
and CEO Nancy Agee 
served as the guest of 
honor and was recog-
nized for her leadership 
during the height of the 
pandemic.

“Carilion Clinic has 
led our region’s health 
care throughout the 
pandemic, from caring 

for COVID-19 patients 
to organizing vaccina-
tion clinics for the pub-
lic,” Shah said. “We are 
proud to have some of 
the best medical care in 
the country right here 
in Virginia's Blue Ridge 
and we appreciate Ms. 
Agee's leadership of this 
exceptional health care 
organization."

August 15 marked 
the 74th anniversary of 
India’s independence 
from British rule. In 
an official statement, 
President Joe Biden 
said, “On this day, India 
achieved its long jour-
ney toward indepen-
dence, guided by Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s message 
of truth and non-vio-
lence. Today, that foun-

dational commitment 
to respecting the will 
of the people through 
democracy continues to 
inspire the world and is 
the basis of the special 
bond between our two 
nations. Over the de-
cades, the ties between 
our people, including a 
vibrant community of 
more than four million 
Indian Americans, have 
sustained and strength-
ened our partnership.”

Edwards had such a 
great time that the next 
year he says he will in-
vite his family from out 
of town to attend the 
event. “Learning about 
the India culture has 
been fascinating and I 
plan on continuing to 
educate myself,” he said.

Send community 
news and photos to 

shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
As #56 and #94 simultaneously rammed #69 and #21 into the wall, neither stayed, as both dug their tires in, put 
the pedal to the metal and pushed them right back out into the ring.

Car numbers 56 and 21 rode aggressively all throughout the night. Here, #21 circles around and rams #56 head 
on with speed causing the radiator to spew.  

The final hits were made by #56 who got some serious hits on #21, pushing his car up on two wheels, with flames 
flying. Car no. 56 backed up, hit 21 again and again until the horn blew. Car no. 56 took the Big Car heat, with 
21 winning Mad Dog. 

Car no. 716 then came 
in and played with several 
hits. Both #69 and #35 
did a little hitting on each 
other. Th en #97 pushed 
#56 and #94 before pro-
cessing to push #35 and 
#94 around. 

Car no. 21 and #94 
hooked up as #97 came 
in for a hit. Mud slung ev-
erywhere as cars tried dili-
gently to get unhooked. 
Car no. 69 went in for a 
hard hit on #94 as #56 
backed up for a hit on 
#94. 

Car no. 716 spun in the 
mud, getting stuck. 

Everyone started spin-
ning a little more as tires 
began to wear down. 

Car no. 21 revved his 
engine high and rammed 
#69 into #716. After this, 
#69 came back out and hit 
#21 again. Taking advan-
tage of the hits and smacks 
was #56 who smacked 
#716 and took a little of 
the rear of his car. Car no. 
69 then pushed #56 who 
proceeded to swipe #21. 

Several car pieces were 
falling off  and being 
jammed into the cars. “It’s 
a good thing these guys 
know how to build a der-
by car,” someone shouted 
from the stands. 

Car no. 94 was pushed 
in on every side and while 
the tires were all-fl at, he 
still kept going.   

Car no. 94 pushed 
#716 into the mud hole 
causing a little damage to 
the tires.

Car no. 21 came around 
and rammed #69, driving 
back and hit 56. 

Engines started to 
slightly sputter, and it 
became more diffi  cult for 
drivers to hit, as the ve-
hicles became more diffi  -
cult to steer with radiators 
spewing, smoke billowing 
and tires fl attened, cocked 
the wrong way or metal 
pushed against them. 

Car no. 69 backed into 
both #21 and #56. It’s a 
free for all! 

Car no. 21 backs up 
and hits #69 before #56 
backs up and tries to go 
forward and hits 21. 

A few bumpers are now 
laying around the ring. 

Car no. 56 and #69 col-
lide as #21 hit the rear of 
#69. After this, #56 came 
in for a hard hit and they 
started facing off .  

Th en #56 and #69 start 
again and the radiator 
busted. Number 69 was 
pushed up on the wall by 
#21.

Even as the crowd was 
calling out their favs, 
you could still hear loud 
“Ooohs” as big hits were 
made.

Number 56 comes in 
from behind and pushes 
#21 up against #69 then 
#21 decides to push back. 
Number 56 pushes back 
too. Th is is certainly derby 
fun. 

Th en they hit hard. 
Number 21 pushed #56 

and goes up for a hard hit 
but got stuck. Number 56 
got out and aimed straight 
for #21 though his right 
rear tire was sideways. 
Number 21 then went for-
ward with #56 on his tail. 
Number 21 then pushed 
back. Number 56 turns, 
backs up and sneaks up, 
hitting 21 from the side, 
backs up again and went 
in for another hit. 

Number 56 went back 
again for yet another hit, 
but not hard. Number 21 
was stuck and 56 tapped 
him and #21 got out. It 
seemed like #56 was look-
ing for a fair win. Both 
#21 and #56 had spewing 
radiators before the event 
concluded. 

Number 56 backs up 
and goes in for a hit on 
#21. He then backs up 
and hits #21 again and 
again, this time raising 
#21 up off  the ground. 
Number 56 then backs up 
all the way across the ring 
for another hit but the 
horn blew. 

Th e judges called the 
heat as #56 took the win! 

When it was all over, 
it looked like a bunch of 
ugly metal looking crea-
tures were in the ring. 

Th e overall winners 
were as followed: PJ 
Welch (fi rst), Donnie 
Wayne (second), Braedon 
Morrison (third). Donnie 
Wayne Fisher took home 
the infamous Mad Dog 
Award. 

Th e next derby for all 
will be the day of Craig 
County’s Fall Festival, 
October 9. Drivers are 
encouraged to get their ve-
hicles ready as it’s always a 
“hard hitting” demolition 
time at the fall derby as 
well.

Derby from page 1

No driver held any-
thing back. Not one! 

Continuing the action, 
#97 pushes #69 into the 
wall but #69 comes right 

back out with no hesita-
tion into the rear of #21. 
Car no. 716 gets pushed 
up on his side by #56 and 
#35 hits #94 in the side 

crunching it in badly. So, 
#94 comes back at #35. 
Car no. 716 rammed into 
both #94 and #69. Th en 
#56 and #94 hit #69 and 

#21 on the wall. 
“It’s a true demolition 

derby y’all,” Huff man 
shouted out as the crowd 
cheered louder and louder.

SUBMITTED PHOTOLast month, the Commonwealth saw over-the-year gains of 3.8 percent. 

Virginia’s unemployment rate dropped to 4.2 percent in July
Rate outpaces the country—Virginia added 144,000 jobs over 12 months across nearly every economic sector

Governor Ralph 
Northam recently an-
nounced that Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate fell to 
4.2 percent in July, which 
is 3.7 percentage points 
below the rate from one 
year ago. Th e labor force 
expanded by 7,818 to 
4,241,686, as the number 
of unemployed residents 
decreased by 7,595. Th e 
number of employed resi-
dents rose to 4,065,473, 
an increase of 15,413. In 
July 2021, Virginia saw 
over-the-year job gains 
of 3.8 percent. Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate contin-
ues to be below the na-
tional rate of 5.4 percent.

“Our administration 
is focused on creating 
an economic climate 
that will help Virginia’s 
workers and businesses 

thrive,”  said Governor 
Northam. “The im-
pressive gains in pay-
roll employment and 
the downward trend of 
unemployment rates 
continue to show the 
strength and resiliency 
of our economy and our 
workforce as we recover 
from the pandemic. Vir-
ginians have shown great 
resolve over the last year 
and a half, and it is evi-
dent in the numbers we 
are seeing in this report.”

Virginia has once 
again been named Amer-
ica’s “Top State for Busi-
ness” by CNBC. This 
achievement, paired 
with the data in this re-
port, shows how Virginia 
has created a strong busi-
ness environment.

“The continued de-
cline in Virginia’s unem-
ployment rate and the 

increase in payroll em-
ployment are all signs of 
a strong job market,” said 
Secretary of Labor Me-
gan Healy.  “We believe 
that workers will contin-
ue to re-enter the labor 
force and that the strong 

job market will continue 
in the coming months. 
Governor Northam 
and his administration 
remain committed to 
working with businesses 
and workforce develop-
ment partners to ensure 

that every Virginian has 
the help and resources 
they need to find work.”

“It is exciting to see 
the unemployment rate 
in the Commonwealth 
significantly lower than 
it was at this time last 
year,”  said Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade 
Brian Ball. “As our la-
bor force keeps growing 
month-over-month, we 
are very optimistic about 
what the future holds for 
Virginia’s businesses.”

In July, the private 
sector recorded an over-
the-year gain of 134,100 
jobs, while employ-
ment in the public sec-
tor gained 9,700 jobs. 
Total nonfarm payroll 
employment increased 
by 2,300 jobs over-the-
month. Compared to a 
year ago, on a seasonally 
adjusted basis, ten of the 

eleven major industry 
divisions experienced 
employment gains. The 
largest over-the-year job 
increase occurred in lei-
sure and hospitality with 
46,000 new jobs, a 15.5 
percent increase. The 
next largest over-the-year 
job increase occurred in 
professional and busi-
ness services with 30,000 
new jobs, a 4.0 percent 
increase. Trade, trans-
portation and utilities 
experienced the third 
largest over-the-year job 
increase of 27,300 jobs, 
a 4.3 percent increase.

For a greater statisti-
cal breakdown  visit the 
Virginia Employment 
Commission’s website 
at vec.virginia.gov.

-Submitted by 
Alena Yarmosky, 

Office of the Governor



Page 4 • Wednesday, September 1, 2021 • The New Castle Record www.ourvalley.org

The New Castle Record (USPS 378-080) is published weekly for $44 a year 
in Craig County, $48 elsewhere in Virginia, and $52 out of state by Virginia 
Media Inc., 1633 W Main St., Salem, VA 24153. Periodical postage paid at 
New Castle, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE NEW CAS-
TLE RECORD 1633 W. Main St., Salem, Va. 24153

The New Castle Record encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the community and responses to our 
articles and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone 
number where you can be reached to be considered for publica-
tion. All letters will be verified before publication. The Record re-
serves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style. News of public interest is solicited from 
all sections of the county.

Give us your view: newcastle@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: 540-389-9355

Michael Showell, Publisher ........................................................................
Shawn Nowlin, Editor ...................................shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
Brian Hoffman, Sports Editor ...............................bhoffman@ourvalley.org
Lynn Hurst, General Manager .................................... lhurst@ourvalley.org
Randy Thompson Advertising Consultant ...............advertise@ourvalley.org

USPS 378-080

(540) 389-9355

1633 W. Main St. 

Salem, VA 24153

www.ourvalley.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTORY

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

WWW.GUTHRIEINSURANCEVA.COM
GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
LICENSED IN VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON
OWNER/AGENT
ANGIE@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

LEANN CROY
OFFICE MANAGER/CSR

LEANN@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

GUTHRIE INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

Need a quote or policy information?
TEXT to our NEW NUMBER
(540-468-2970 (text only)

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

207 Main Street, New Castle • (540) 864-6688

Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home

SIGN IN AT THE GUEST BOOK 
AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.
• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

OPINION

TAP Tax Clinic in need of 
volunteers to continue program

Each year, TAP fi les over 
1,000 free tax returns for low-
income residents of Roanoke. 
Th is work relies on the help of 
volunteers and this year we may 
not be able to off er this service 
if we do not have enough vol-
unteers by September 30. 

We often hear the same rea-
sons why people do not sign 
up. Here are the two biggest 
myths about volunteering at 
the Tax Clinic—and why they 
shouldn’t stop anyone from 
helping out.

Myth #1: I don’t know 
enough about tax return 
preparation

Most people don’t - at first. 
Many of our volunteers begin 
with no prior experience in 
tax return preparation. As a 
result, volunteers are trained 
through Link & Learn Taxes, 
an online program used by the 
IRS. In addition, our tax site 
coordinator provides personal 
training to ensure you’re con-
fident in your knowledge.

Sherman Witcher, a Vir-
ginia Western student and 

2019 Tax Clinic volunteer, 
said “knowing almost nothing 
about tax return preparation, 
it was somewhat intimidating 
to dive in headfirst, but the 
IRS training modules are tai-
lored to people who have little 
to no background.”

Likewise, Sofiia Melnyk 
also began volunteering with 
no experience. Melnyk moved 
from Ukraine in 2016, and 
did not know how the US 
filing process worked. She 
decided to volunteer to get 
accounting experience. After 
her training, she helped over 
100 families file tax returns.

Each year, volunteers get 
the training they need to help 
our clients. All together, we 
help over 1,000 people file 
their tax returns without a 
single rejection.

Myth #2: I don’t have 
enough time

Schedules today are packed 
with work, making dinner, or 
soccer practice. Due to this, 
the TAP Tax Clinic offers an 
online training program. Link 

& Learn Taxes  is self-paced, 
meaning you can complete it 
as you find time in your day.

“With the online modules,” 
Witcher said, “I could eas-
ily study the material without 
having to drive 40 minutes 
from Franklin County.”

Once the training is com-
plete, you can off er as much 
time as you want to the Tax 
Clinic. “I was able to build my 
own schedule that worked with 
my college classes,” said Mel-
nyk. Every bit helps. Th e Tax 
Clinic is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
every weekday, and runs from 
February 1 to April 15. We wel-
come any hours you can help.

Facts about being a tax-
clinic volunteer

Research shows that vol-

unteering has many benefits. 
Here are a few that volunteer-
ing at the Tax Clinic offers:

Fact #1: Help your com-
munity

This one’s obvious. The 
TAP Tax Clinic offers free tax 
preparation for low-income 
Virginians. Without the tax 
clinic, these clients may miss 
out on important credits or 
spend a majority of their re-
fund on a paid service. While 
volunteering, Melnyk assisted 
a client who was overjoyed af-
ter discovering that she didn’t 
owe thousands in taxes, but 
in fact would be receiving a 
refund.  “There were so many 
people who made me feel that 
my volunteering time truly 
mattered,”  Melnyk said. “It 
was a rewarding experience.”

Fact #2: Connect with 
people and feel better

Volunteering is proven to 
lower feelings of loneliness. 
Beyond that, a study by In-
diana University’s School of 
Philanthropy found that vol-
unteering lowered stress, re-

duced feelings of depression, 
and elevated mood. In fact, 
the study found that volun-
teers spend 38 percent fewer 
nights in the hospital.

Fact #3: Build your re-
sume, or put your skills to 
work

Volunteering at the TAP Tax 
Clinic will give you new skills 
and hone your knowledge of 
tax law. Professionals can earn 
licensing credits to boost their 
careers. Students like Melnyk 
and Witcher can get résumé-
building experience. Specifi-
cally, those studying business, 
accounting, or finance can 
get out of the classroom and 
learn in a hands-on fashion. 
Depending on their program, 
students can even earn course 
credit from volunteering.

Further, Witcher found 
that his volunteer time at the 
Tax Clinic made his résumé 
stand out. “I think that stu-
dents should seek to distin-
guish themselves from their 
peers, and TAP is a great out-
let for doing so,” he said.

Teffany 
Henderson

Certifi ed Financial 
Health Counselor

Email letters to the editor to 
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

McAuliffe leads Youngkin in race for Virginia 
Governor; Lead extends to downticket races with 
economy and COVID-19 as the most important issues 

Former Democrat 
Governor Terry McAu-
liff e holds an 8-percentage 
point lead over Republican 
Glenn Youngkin (46 per-
cent – 38 percent) with 13 
percent undecided in race 
for Virginia governor, ac-
cording to Th e Roanoke 
College Poll. Democrats 
also lead the  downtick-
et  races, with Del. Hala 
Ayala (D) leading former 
Del. Winsome Sears (R) 
42 percent – 36 percent for 
lieutenant governor and 
Attorney General Mark 
Herring (D) leading Del. 
Jason Miyares (R) 45 per-
cent – 37 percent in the 
race for attorney general. 
Th e Institute for Policy and 

Opinion Research inter-
viewed 558 likely Virginia 
voters between Aug. 3 and 
Aug. 17 and has a margin 
of error of +4.2 percent.  

Likely voters see the 
economy (26 percent) and 
COVID (nine percent) 
as the most important is-
sues in the election ahead 
of race relations (seven 
percent), education (seven 
percent) and health  care 
(six percent).  

McAuliff e’s favorable 
rating is 44 percent while 
his unfavorable is 32 per-
cent with 21 percent un-
sure or don’t know enough 
to have an opinion. Young-
kin is at 27 percent/21 per-
cent favorable/unfavorable, 
but half (50 percent) of 
likely voters still don’t have 
an opinion about him. 

Voters prefer a candi-
date with governmental 
experience (48 percent) 
over one with business ex-
perience (38 percent), and 

they are much more likely 
to think that policy in the 
Commonwealth has been 
moving too far in the lib-
eral direction (41 percent) 
than in the conservative di-
rection (six percent).  

Biden, Northam, the 
Nation, and the Com-
monwealth; Critical Race 
Th eory 

A plurality of likely vot-
ers (48 percent) approves 
of the way President Biden 
is handling his job, while 
43 percent disapprove. 
Biden’s approval rating 
has remained steady, but 
disapproval has been ris-
ing from 30 percent in 
February to 39 percent 
in May and 43 percent in 
August. Biden’s  favorable/
unfavorable rating is 48 
percent/43 percent. Job 
approval for Congress is 
17 percent, and 71 percent 
disapprove.  One-third (33 
percent) of respondents 
think the country is head-

ed in the right direction 
while 58 percent think it is 
on the wrong track.  

Job approval for Virgin-
ia Gov. Ralph Northam sits 
at 52 percent, up slightly 
from May, while 38 per-
cent disapprove of his per-
formance, also increased 
since May. Just over half 
(52 percent) of respon-
dents think that Virginia is 
headed in the right direc-
tion, but 43 percent think 
it is on the wrong track. 
Less than half (41 percent) 
approve of the job being 
done by Virginia’s General 
Assembly, while 35 per-
cent disapprove. Northam 
is viewed favorably by 48 
percent of likely voters (a 
Roanoke College  Poll re-
cord high for him) and 
seen unfavorably by 37 
percent (one percent shy of 
that record). 

Both major political 

Roanoke 
College Poll
Conducted by The Institute for 
Policy and Opinion Research

See Poll, page 6
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Legacy Auction Of Virginia LLC
ABSOLUTE AUCTION

Date:  Saturday, September 11, 2021   10:00 AM     
Rain Date; September 18

Location: Craig County Fairground
Registration begins at 8:30 AM         Sales Starts at 10:00 AM

Directions:  From Salem Rt. 311 North to New Castle 
From Blacksburg Rt. 42 East to New Castle then Right on 311

Antiques & Collectables: 1936 Maywood Fair schedule; “BUFFCO” Forge Blower; Churn; Cross-
cut Saws; Corn Cutters; Butter Mold; Fro ; Broad Axe; Cherry Pitter; Wheat Cradle; Chain Driven 
Corn Planter; 2 & 3 Prong Hay Pitch Fork(s); Tripod; Surveyor’s Transit(in box); Post Drill; Clover, 
Augusta & other Milk Bottles; Milk Box(s); Blue jars w/ zinc lids; Brass Torch; Pop Bottles; Horse Col-
lar, Hanes, Blinders; Apple Peeler; Coffee Grinder; Sad Irons, Corn Planter; Scales; Bench Mount 
Hand Crank Drill; Block Planes; Corn Sheller; Philco Radio; Southern Dairy Milk Can; Stone Whis-
key Jug; Shaving Mug & Brush; Can Sealer; Roller Skates; Various trim colors Enamelware; #801 
Washboard; #3 Galvanized Tub; Primitive in Stove Pipe Owen; Cast Iron; Oil Lamps; Vintage Tools; 
Simplex RR Jack;  Radio Flyer Wagon; Lye Kettle; Ox Yoke; Corner Drill; Ice Saw; Metal Cabinets; 
Sinclair Oil Memorabilia ; Layoff Plow

Coins:  5 uncirculated 1921 Morgan Dollars (Gate Award); 1885 Morgan; 23,25,35 Peace Dollars;             
V Nickel; 1894 forward Foreign Coins; WWII  Commemorative One Troy oz. Coin; WWII Silver Nick-
els; 50 Anniversary Pearl Harbor Commemorative Coin

Knives & Sporting Equipment:  Case XX Fixed Blade; Old Timer, Kershaw, Big Chief; Gun Sleeves; 
22 MAG & 20 Gauge Shells; Handheld Skeet Launcher;  Snake Guards; Shakespeare Bow W/ 
Broadhead & Blunt Arrows; #8 Dietz Lantern; Adult Trike; 20x50 Binoculars; Vintage Fishing Rods, 
Reels, and  Equipment;  

Tools and Equipment:  Anvil; Miller Stick Arc Welder; B & D Deluxe Table Saw;  CM 16 Speed 
Heavy Duty Drill Press; CM Metal Band Saw; 6” Grinder;  Masons Tools; Air Compressor; 19V Crafts-
man Drill; Wet/Dry Bucket Vac; B&D Drill; Skil Saw;  Gasket Hole Punch set; Multi Meters; Exten-
sion Cords; Several Wrench, & Socket sets; Electric Concrete Mixer; 3 Drawer Tool Boxes; 12 piece 
Punch & Chisel; Tap N Dye; Drill Bits; Allen Wrenches; Assorted Clamps including C , Pipe, Wood, 
Machinist; Saw Sets; One Ton Chain Hoist;  Detail Sander; Machinist Vice; 5” Vice; Air Tools; Stack-
On Tool Lockers; Dial Indicators & Mics; Auto Tuning Equipment; Alpha / Numeric Metal Stamping 
Sets; Kennedy Tool Chest w/ side table; Logging Chain & Rope; Hammers; Pipe Wrenches; Tin 
Snips; Files; Chain Dawgs; Crowbars; Welding Shields; Bolt Cutters; Miller Falls Hand Saw; Belt/
Disk Sander; Electric Chainsaw Sharpener; Back Saw & Miter Box; Framing Square; Level; Power 
Punch; Vunder Vice; Laser Level; Barrel Cart; Skill Saw; Carpenter Box; Assorted Nuts, Screws, 
Bolts, Nails; Revolving Parts Bins; 

Yard & Garden: DR Power Wagon w/ Surrey; Brush Axe; Fireman’s Axe; Homelite Blower/ Vac; 
Galvanized Buckets; Grass Seeder; Bird Feeders; Flower Bed Tools; Tarps; Pruners;  Lawn Mower 
Cart; Wheel Barrow; Brush Mower; Pitch Fork; Toro Riding Mower; Push Mower; Yard Roller; 8 HP 
Tomahawk Chipper;  Mantis Tiller; Electric Chainsaws; Homelite Chain Saw; 26 Ton Wood Splitter; 
Pole Pruner;

Household Items:  2 Twin Beds; 2 Cedar Wardrobes; Porch Swing; Limited Edition Wildlife Plates; 
Electric Radiator Heater; Several Fans; Gun Cabinet; 3 Barrister style book shelves; Retro Phono-
graph; Rocker; Stool; Small Bookshelf; Bug Zapper; 36’ Ceiling Fan; Refrigerator; Electric Range; 
Kitchen Items

Horse Drawn Equipment:  Hillside Plow; 40XX Oliver Plow; Dump Rake; #9 International Mowing 
Machine; Disk; Hoe Drill; American Seed Co. 2 Row Planter; Dirt Scrape; Cultivator; Drag Harrow; 
John Deere Dain Mower;  2 & 3 horse Single Trees; 2’ Cultivator

Miscellaneous Items:  NIB 6000 lb Winch; Black Walnuts;  Fisher Wood Stove; 2 44 Caliber Black 
Powder kit guns; Starter Pistol; Steer Horns; Exercise Bike; Hornet’s Nest; Buggy Seat; Buggy Steps; 
Cowboy Coffee Pot; Louis L’Amour leather bound Western Books; National Lap Steel with Amp; 
Conrad Dobra w/ Case; Banjo; Fiddle;  Vintage Stamps; Camp Wood Stove;  2 Wheel Dolly; Appli-
ance Dolly;  Hav-a-Hart Box Trap; Chicken Waterier; Flashing; Machinist Stock; Tongue n Groove 
 ooring and other assorted lumber; Master Locks; Brass Bell; 3 Tree Faces; Western Shirts; Leather 
and Denim Jackets; Wrangler Jeans; Fisher Wood Stove; Metal Lockers; Camping Stove, Oven, 
Lantern and other supplies

Auctioneers:  Alvin Hodge, VAAL #3944; Darrell Fisher, VAL #3954; 
Wanda Looney # 2544; Sonny Huffman VAAL #3363

(Licensed, bonded and insured)         Phone 540-765-7181
Terms of Sale:  NO Buyers Premium – ID required.

 Cash or good checks only           VA sales tax collected 
Refreshments available by Sherry Crowder             Facilities provided

Bring a chair, bring a friend and come spend the day. 
 Previews provided on day of sale

  For pictures look us up on Facebook or Auction Zip # 26986
Announcements made day of sale take priority over any written or advertised material 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Said Governor Northam, “Increasing school readiness 
is more important than ever as we recover from the 
pandemic, and this historic commitment puts us one step 
closer to offering a great start for all Virginia children.”

Historic enrollment announced in 
early childhood education programs
- New early childhood investments are spurring greater enrollment in preschool programs -

It was recently an-
nounced that increased 
investment in  Virginia’s 
two largest state-fund-
ed preschool programs 
is expected to result in 
historic enrollment for 
the upcoming school 
year.  The Common-
wealth has authorized 
$151.6 million to Vir-
ginia Preschool Initia-
tive and Mixed Delivery 
in fiscal year 2022, a 
$60.9 million increase 
from the previous school 
year and more than 
twice the investment 
made in fiscal year 2018. 
As a result, the Virginia 
Department of Educa-
tion’s Virginia Preschool 
Initiative  and the Vir-
ginia Early Childhood 
Foundation’s Mixed De-
livery Preschool Grant 
Program anticipate serv-
ing more than 25,000 
three and four-year-olds 
this fall, as employers re-
open and students safely 
return to in-person in-
struction.

Federally funded early 
childhood programs are 
also now open to more 
families in Virginia 
than ever before. Fami-
lies earning up to 85 
percent of the state me-
dian income with young 
children are temporar-
ily eligible for Virginia’s 
Child Care Subsidy 
Program thanks to  HB 
2206  sponsored by 
Speaker of the House Ei-
leen Filler-Corn, which 
Governor Northam ex-
tended  last month. The 
program is serving more 
than 20,000 children, 
which is 94 percent of its 
pre-pandemic total. Fed-
eral Head Start and Early 
Head Start Programs are 
funded to serve 14,463 
children this school year 
and all sites are working 
towards full in-person 
enrollment by January 1, 
2022.

“Access to high qual-
ity early learning is 
critical for children’s 

development, and the 
Commonwealth’s invest-
ment in early childhood 
education is a major rea-
son Virginia was named 
the best state to do busi-
ness for the second year 
in a row,” said Governor 
Northam. 

Since 2018, First 
Lady Pamela Northam 
has traveled over 10,000 
miles to nearly 200 
schools and early child-
hood programs along 
with staff from the Vir-
ginia Department of 
Education, Virginia De-
partment of Social Ser-
vices, and members of 
the General Assembly. 
Her engagement with 
parents, educators, busi-
ness leaders, and other 
stakeholders led to  leg-
islation  and investments 
in early childhood edu-
cation from the General 
Assembly in fiscal years 
2021 and 2022. Mrs. 
Northam’s 2021 Back 
to School Tour kicks off 
August 18 and 19 with 
eight stops in Southwest 
Virginia.

“We’re excited to get 
back on the road to meet 
children and families 
who now have access to 
quality in-person early 
learning programs for 
the first time thanks to 
these transformative in-
vestments,”  said First 
Lady Pamela Northam. 
“This is also a chance to 
thank the superhero ed-
ucators who have adapt-
ed to provide safe and 
supportive environments 
for our littlest learners to 
thrive.”

Th e Virginia Depart-
ment of Education be-
came the single point 
of accountability and 
oversight for all publicly 
funded early childhood 
programs in Virginia 
thanks to new laws that 
took eff ect July 1, 2021. 
Its new Division of Early 
Childhood Care and Ed-
ucation brings together 
120 full time employees, 

many of whom transi-
tioned from the Virginia 
Department of Social Ser-
vices, to focus on increas-
ing access to high-quality, 
publicly-funded early 
childhood care and edu-
cation programs. Recent 
data from the  Virginia 
Kindergarten Readiness 
Program  showed that 52 
percent of Virginia’s kin-
dergarteners ended the 
school year still needing 
support to build foun-
dational skills in literacy, 
math, self-regulation, 
and/or social skills.

“We know that 90 per-
cent of a child’s brain de-
velopment occurs before 
the age of five, so high-
quality early childhood 
education programs are 
a key strategy to increas-
ing student achievement 
from kindergarten to 
after graduation,”  said 
Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction James 
Lane.  “A unified ap-
proach across all early 
learning settings is more 
important than ever as 
we emerge from the pan-
demic and equip the next 
generation of students to 
succeed in the 21st cen-
tury workforce.”

More than 23,600 stu-
dents across 126 school 
divisions are projected 
to be served by Virgin-
ia Preschool Initiative 
classrooms in the 2021-
2022 school year. This 
compares with approxi-

mately 18,000 total chil-
dren served by Virginia 
Preschool Initiative pro-
grams in 124 divisions 
before the pandemic. 
Thirty-seven school di-
visions will serve a com-
bined total of about 
1,600 three-year-olds in 
their Virginia Preschool 
Initiative classrooms. 
This is the second year 
of a pilot program to 
provide young learners 
with multiple years of 
preschool experience to 
prepare them for success 
in kindergarten and be-
yond.

Nearly 1,500 three- 
and four-year-olds will 
be served by the Virginia 
Early Childhood Foun-
dation’s Mixed Delivery 
Grant Program across 45 
localities. This compares 
to 239 children in 9 lo-
calities from 2020-2021.

$151.6 million has 
been authorized to Vir-
ginia Preschool Initia-
tive and Mixed Delivery 
for the fiscal year 2022. 
This is a $60.9 million 
increase from the pre-
vious school year, and 
more than twice the in-
vestment made in fiscal 
year 2018.

Head Start and Early 
Head Start funding will 
serve more than 14,400 
children in Virginia this 
school year.

More than 20,000 
children were participat-
ing in Virginia’s Child 

Care Subsidy Program 
as of August 16, 2021. 
This is a 51 percent 
increase from March 
2021, meaning an addi-
tional 7,325 children are 
served through expand-
ed eligibility. $316.3 
million from the 2020 
federal relief dollars were 
invested in Virginia’s 
early childhood system. 
As a result, 95 percent 
of licensed and regulated 
childcare and early edu-

cation programs are now 
open and serving chil-
dren in person.

The Child Care and 
Development Block 
Grant received $793 
million of additional 
American Rescue Plan 
dollars approved by the 
General Assembly in Au-
gust 2021.

-Submitted by 
Alena Yarmosky, 

Office of the Governor

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Another band, Virginia  Magic Band, will fill the 
atmosphere with their classic country and Southern 
Rock style.

for a space. If they regis-
ter by September 1, they 
will get the early bird rate 
of $45.00. After that, the 
cost will be $50.00. 

The Fall Festival will 
be held regardless of the 
weather; therefore no re-
funds will be granted.

To reserve a space, con-
tact Foster for an applica-
tion at (540) 977-8395. 
The check or money or-
der can be made to the 
Craig County Historical 
Society and payment to 
Robyn Foster, 193 Wal-
nut Street New Castle, 
Va. 24127. Reservations 
will be accepted until 
Thursday, September 30.

Festival from page 1

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Hopes are that Craig 
County citizens and 
many others will be able 
to enjoy a day of music, 
fun, food, crafts, vehicle 
show and fellowship. 
“Come one, come all!”

Be sure to 
‘Like’ the 

New Castle 
Record on 
Facebook.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Many people caught up on old times and shared memories of the past. Several ladies enjoyed their day of 
remembering. Jenny Reynolds Veasey, Mary Ann Reynolds Blevins and Gerlene Caldwell Sizer kept the chatter 
and laughter at their table. 

Homecoming from page 1

of her delicious pretzel salad 
which she brings annually. 
(Needless to say, none was 
left, but a tiny bit in the cor-
ner as no one wanted to take 
the last bite.)

Laughter, jokes and sto-
ries fi lled the church grounds 
as more and more arrived 
during the afternoon.  

Families set up their chairs 
under the trees as everything 
was held outside the church 
this year. 

Friends sat together to 
catch up from not seeing 
each another for so long. 

Jenny Reynolds Veasey, 
Mary Ann Reynolds Blevins 
and Gerlene Caldwell Sizer 
kept the chatter and laughter 
going at their table. 

Ann “Annie” Reynolds 
shared that nearly everyone 
at the table was out of the 
Reynolds clan. 

After the special poem, 
which was written by Ruth 
Reynolds was read, Ann said, 
“Aunt Ruth did a lot with the 
church. We had Christmas 
programs where she made 
everyone sing. I can’t sing 
and she would get upset if 
you didn’t sing. I know that 
must’ve been horrible, but 
she wanted to keep it going.” 
Everyone chuckled as each 
lady shared their memories 
too. 

Event organizer Jean 
Bradley thanked everyone 
for coming and gave a short 
treasury report, stating they 
still had about $4,000 in the 
account, as little could be 
done during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“Th e only thing we have 
had to do is mow this year 
but there are still some proj-
ects we need to do, and we 
will let you know,” Bradley 
said. 

She also shared that the 
Old Salem Church as it’s 
known today has had at 
least three other names – 
Meadow Creek Church, 
Salem Methodist Episcopal 
Church South and Salem 
United Methodist Church. 

Bradley read information 
that had been gathered by 
Ruth L. Reynolds, who was a 
member of the church until 
she passed in August 1988. 
”Th ere are seven people who 
still hold their membership 
with the church here; Fran-
cis Reynolds, Craig Elmore, 
Bonnie Fisher, Lance Hut-
ton, Roberta Carper, Ellen 
Craft and Ira (Eddie) Reyn-
olds,” she said before adding, 
“Th e earliest information on 
the now Old Salem Church 
was 1861 when the meetings 
were held in a school build-
ing called ‘Frog Pond Acad-
emy.’ Th e minister’s name 
was J. F. Bean.”

She noted that the next 
minister mentioned was the 
Reverend Smith who served 
in 1888 and would have been 
one of the fi rst to serve in the 
new brick church named 
Salem Methodist Episcopal 
Church South (SMEC), 
since work on the building 
began 1883 fi nished two 
years later. She shared, “Th e 
bricks for the church were 
made locally. Th e story goes 
that the adults made the 
brick, and the children car-
ried them to the church site.”

Bradley also noted that 
Early Caldwell sawed lum-
ber for the original shelter 
and Ersie Brizendine and 
Earl Huff man built it in the 
1960s. 

History notes that on 
May 25, 1885, a deed was 
made between William and 
Harriet Mann (husband 

parties are viewed unfavorably, 
Republicans (29 percent favor-
able; 50 percent unfavorable) 
more so than Democrats (41 
percent favorable; 47 percent 
unfavorable). Th e National Rifl e 
Association is also viewed unfa-
vorably (33 percent favorable; 
43 percent unfavorable), while 
Black Lives Matter is seen more 
positively (45 percent favor-
able; 36 percent unfavorable), 
but BLM numbers have slipped 
in the year since we previously 
asked about the group. 

Nearly three in four (72 per-
cent) likely voters have heard at 
least a little about Critical Race 
Th eory (CRT), and almost three-
fourths of that group (73 per-
cent) say they have a good idea 
of what it is. Among those who 
have a good idea what CRT is, 
40 percent view it favorably, but 
more (47 percent) see it unfavor-
ably. More see its teaching as bad 
for America (47 percent) than 
good for America (44 percent).  

Political anxiety 
IPOR continues to track po-

litical anxiety in the Common-
wealth. Four-in-fi ve (80 per-
cent) Virginians trust the federal 
government to do what is right 
only some of the time or never. 
A majority (55 percent) thinks 

that ordinary citizens can do a 
lot to infl uence the federal gov-
ernment, and just under half (49 
percent) think their side is losing 
more than winning in politics to-
day, while 30 percent think they 
are winning more than losing.  

Most respondents (54 percent) 
think the country’s best years are 
ahead of it, while 40 percent (a 
record-high in the Roanoke Col-
lege Poll) think its best years have 
passed. Overall, a large majority 
of Virginians (89 percent) con-
tinues to see the nation divided 
regarding the important issues 
facing the country.   

A plurality of respondents 
(45 percent) is dissatisfi ed with 
how the federal government is 
(or isn’t) working. Another 21 
percent are angry, while only 
28 percent are satisfi ed, and two 
percent are enthusiastic. In the 
aggregate, each of these measures 
has remained relatively stable 
over time, but the responses of 
subgroups have varied, particu-
larly those of Democrats and 
Republicans, depending upon 
which party is in power. Repub-
licans are currently much more 
pessimistic than Democrats. 

Analysis 
“While one would always pre-

fer to be ahead than behind, the 

news is not all rosy for McAu-
liff e,” said Dr. Harry Wilson, se-
nior political analyst  for  the 
Roanoke College Poll. “Both 
candidates are above water in 
terms of favorable ratings, and 
each can improve on those num-
bers, or they may decline due 
to the percentage of voters who 
are at least somewhat unfamiliar 
with them. Th is election is not 
2020, nor is it 2017. 

Republicans are very unhappy 
with the state of the nation and 
the Commonwealth, much as 
Democrats were in 2017. While 
the 2017 exit poll is the best and 
only verifi able standard to use 
for statistical weighting to esti-
mate the 2021 electorate, it is at 
least  possible  that Republicans 
can use their collective angst to 
increase turnout. We will mea-
sure voter enthusiasm in future 
polls to try to determine if that 
is the case.” 

Regarding the diff erent par-
tisan views of just about every-
thing, there is little left to say. 
Th e only thing they seem to 
agree on is their dislike of the 
other side and the fact that the 
nation is divided. Absent a cata-
clysmic event, that is unlikely to 
change soon.” 

Methodology 

Interviewing for Th e Roa-
noke College Poll was conduct-
ed by Th e Institute for Policy 
and Opinion Research at Roa-
noke College between Aug.  3 
and Aug.  17, 2021. A total of 
558 likely voters in Virginia 
were interviewed. Telephone 
interviews were conducted in 
English.  Th e landline sample 
consisted of random-digit 
numbers generated in propor-
tion to the Virginia population 
so that all residential telephone 
numbers, including unlisted 
numbers, had a known chance 
of inclusion. Cellphone sam-
ples were purchased from Mar-
keting Systems Group.  Cell-
phones comprised 45 percent 
of the completed interviews.  

Likely voters were defi ned as 
respondents who said they are 
registered to vote in Virginia and 
who are very likely or somewhat 
likely to vote in the November 
elections.  

Questions answered by the 
entire sample of 558 likely vot-
ers are subject to a sampling error 
of plus or minus approximately 
4.2 percent at the 95 percent 
level of confi dence. Th is means 
that in 95 out of 100 samples 
like the one used here, the re-
sults obtained should be no more 

than 4.2 percentage points above 
or below the fi gure that would 
be obtained by interviewing all 
Virginia likely voters who have a 
home telephone or a cellphone. 
Where the results of subgroups 
are reported, the sampling error 
is higher. 

Quotas were used to ensure 
that diff erent regions of the 
Commonwealth were propor-
tionately represented. Th e data 
were statistically weighted for 
region, gender, race, education, 
and political party. Weighting 
was done to match the 2017 
Virginia statewide election exit 
poll. Th e margin of error was not 
adjusted for design eff ects due to 
weighting. Th e design eff ect was 
1.568 which would increase the 
margin of error to plus or mi-
nus 5.2 percent. 

Th e Institute follows the 
American Association for Public 
Opinion Research’s Code of Pro-
fessional Ethics and Practices and 
is a charter member of that asso-
ciation’s Transparency Initiative. 

More information about the 
Poll may be obtained by con-
tacting Dr. Harry Wilson at wil-
son@roanoke.edu or (540) 375-
2282. Th e Roanoke College Poll 
is funded by Roanoke College as 
a public service.

Poll from page 4

and wife) to the trustees of 
SMEC. Th ose fi rst trust-
ees were: James Huff man, 
Samuel M. Lipes, James C. 
Mann, John W. Lipes, Wil-
liam C. Mann, Newton A. 
Caldwell and William L. 
Carper.

“From 1861 until 1900, 
the following ministers 
served the church: J.F. Bean, 
Rev. Smith, Maurice C. 
Mehrling, C. M. Sarver, G. 
T. D. Collins, John W. Can-
ter, Phillips S.E. Sixes, S.M. 
Bowman and C.W. Lusby,” 
Bradley said. “Th ere were 
approximately 38 ministers 
who administered to Sa-
lem Church from 1888 to 
1967.” 

Bradley continued, 
“Additional land was pur-
chased on December 6, 
1919, from J.O. Mann for 
$30. Th e trustees for Salem 
United Methodist Episcopal 
Church South were Mason 
H. Caldwell, S.P. Mann, 
B.W. Jones and James S. 
Reynolds. Th e last trustees 
were in 1950 - C.R. Reyn-

olds, Hoyt McCartney and 
James Mann.”

Somewhere between 
1963 and 1967 the Meth-
odist churches decided the 
building was no longer safe 
for services. Th e following 
are words that Ruth Reyn-
olds wrote at the time, “Af-
ter a short time there, (Hoyt 
McCartney’s store building) 
we were asked again which 
church we were moving our 
membership. Th en is when 
our little church was split 
up. Some went this way and 
some that way, some stayed. 
Th ere were two of us with 
the help of others that never 
gave up. I for one and Pearl 
the other. With the help of 
Ralph Ruble. He would 
bring a lay leader from 
Roanoke for one sermon a 
year. At one time we had 67 
members. As of now (date 
unknow, but after 1967), 13 
members still remain.” 

Continuing, “In Sep-
tember of 1989, the little 
brick church was dealt a 
heavy hand when Hurricane 

Hugo struck and one of the 
big trees in the church yard 
crashed through the roof. 
Gertrude Lowery lead the 
small band of members and 
supporters to raise approxi-
mately $4400 to repair the 
roof. And, between 1989 
and 1999, the little church 
suff ered due to lack of funds 
and workers to keep it re-
paired. Meetings were being 
held on the grounds instead 
of inside the church build-
ing. Th e drop ceiling that 
had been put in after Hugo 
had fallen due to the roof 
leaking and the bats that had 
made their home in the ceil-
ing.” 

In 1989, Trudy Lowery 
made the following state-
ment to the New Castle Re-
cord: “We had a choice. We 
had to fi x it or tear it down. 
Everyone was in favor of the 
repairs, that’s why I don’t 
think we’ll have trouble rais-
ing the funds. In 1999, we 
had a choice. We had to fi x it 
or tear it down. Since 1999, 
the roof has been replaced, 

a new ceiling installed, new 
windows installed and the 
fl oor repaired, sanded, and 
refi nished. Generous dona-
tions, raffl  es, yard sales and 
numerous projects have 
raised the money and all re-
pairs have been paid in full. 
Th e most signifi cant dona-
tion has been people giving 
their time to work and keep 
the ‘little brick church’ a 
standing memorial to all of 
those who came before us 
and created from hard work 
a unique place of worship.”

Today, services are held 
twice a year; the third Sun-
day in August and the fi rst 
Sunday in December. 

Th ough no one seemed 
to care to leave, many assist-
ed in packing everything up 
and hugs and sweet good-
byes were countless. 

Bradley will keep all up-
dated as to whether they will 
be able to host the Decem-
ber Candlelight Service. Un-
til then, “God bless everyone 
and keep traditions of family 
alive.”
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

If you are or will be serving as the Personal 
Representative of an estate, we have the experience 

and knowledge to help you in this process.

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

accepting applications. 
Short waiting list, HUD 
subsidized, W/D hookups, 
private patio, water & 
trash incl. Fairfax Village 
Apts. 332 Fairfax St., 
Radford Cambridge 
Square 1805 Whipple Dr. 
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120  

  

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 
Mixed Hardwood. 
Call 540-529-2745 

Delivery in Botetourt only 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  
Unprinted end rolls of  
newsprint. Great for  
packing & shipping, moving 
& storage and  for art 
projects.  Various sizes  
available. Stop by the  
Salem Times-Register  1633 
West Main St.  or call 
(540)389-9355  for details. 

General 
Information

Notice 
563 Bobbletts Gap Rd., 

Botetourt County is 
Posted. Owner. 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 
Temporary 
Administrative Assistant 
 
The Administrative 
Assistant is responsible 
for performing a variety of 
secretarial and 
administrative duties in 
support of the efficient and 
effective operation of the 
TAP Early Head Start 
Program.  This person 
staffs the front office and 
serves as one of the first 
contacts for clients and 
visitors that seek program 
services. 
 
This position requires 
multi-tasking, working 
the front desk 
receptionist duties as      
well as assisting the 
Program Director. Also 
requires being proficient 
in Microsoft Office 
Programs. ** This 
position will end 
2/25/2022** 

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 
CORRECTION TO PUBLIC 
NOTICE: Public notice was 
published on August 26, 
2021, seeking public 
comment and announcing 
two public hearings on (1) a 
draft permit (VWPP No. 21-
0416) from the State Water 
Control Board that would 
allow Mountain Valley 
Pipeline, LLC to fill wetlands 
and streams in Giles, Craig, 
Montgomery, Roanoke, 
Franklin, and Pittsylvania 
Counties, Virginia and (2) 
the Board’s intent to provide 
Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification for activities 
authorized by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. That 
notice erroneously stated 
the public comment period 
would end October 13, 
2021. The correct public 
comment period is from 
August 28, 2021 to October 
27, 2021.  
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC 
COMMENTS, DOCUMENT 
REQUESTS AND 
ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION: Steve 
Hardwick; Central Office, 
P.O. Box 1105, Richmond, 
Virginia 23218; Phone: 804-
698-4168; E-mail: 
MVP@deq.virginia.gov; 
Fax: (804) 698-4032. The 
public may review the draft 
permit and application on 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Working knowledge of 
computer program 
required for development 
of database, and data 
management; as well as 
other keyboard devices. 

Ability to operate in self-
directed manner, seeking 
information and 
assistance as needed to 
complete assigned tasks. 

Ability to plan and 
prioritize tasks in order to 
meet deadlines. 

Demonstrated skill in 
oral and written 
communication given in 
the English Language. 

Learn job related 
materials primarily through 
oral instruction and 
observation.  This learning 
takes place mainly in an 
on the job training setting. 

Must be a good team 
player. 

Two years of college 
coursework or business 
related curriculum 

Three years’ experience 
in secretarial or 
administrative assistant 
position 

Ability to type 
accurately at a rate of 65 
WPM 

Knowledge of proper 
business English, spelling 
and grammar 
 
For a full job description 
please visit Indeed.com or 
at our website 
www.tapintohope.org 
 
Must be able to adjust 
work schedule as needed. 
Complete background 
required.  Salary:  $15.00- 
$21.68 per Hour.  Submit 
cover letter and resume 

to:  TAP, Human 
Resources, Job Code:   
TAA-EHS/HS, PO Box 
2868, 302 2nd St., 
Roanoke, VA  24001-2868
or fax to 540-345-1944 
 
Applicant email address is 
required for response 
concerning this job.     
For more information 
about this job and to apply 
online:    
See our website:  
www.tapintohope.org 
TTY:  540-345-4096 
AA/EOE/Drug Free 
Workplace 
Bilinguals encouraged to 
apply. 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 
The Salem TimesRegister 
has openings for 
afternoon/evening shift 
work inserting, labeling 
and bundling newspapers 
for delivery. No 
experience necessary. 
Hours may vary. Will train. 
$7.50 per hour. Contact 
Lynn Hurst, General 
Manager, Salem-Times 
Register (540)389-9355  
or email 
lhurst@ourvalley.org 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Quality Inn Radford 
Hiring Full-Part Time  
Front Desk Clerk and 

Housekeeping. 
Apply in Person. 
Ph-540-639-3000 

Hardware Engineer 
(HE-AS) in 

Blacksburg, VA. 
Design, develop, & 
document board level 
hardware design from 
proof-of-concept through 
to production. MS+2 yrs 
exp req’d. Mail resumes to 
Intuitive Surgical 
Operations, Attn: Hien 
Nguyen, 1020 Kifer Rd, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086. 
Must reference job title & 
job code. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
ON APPLICATION 

TO VACATE A 
PORTION OF 
UNIMPROVED  

HARVEY STREET 
IN THE CITY OF 

RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Pursuant to Virginia Code § 
15.2-2006, the Radford City 
Council will hold a public 
hearing on September 13, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers located 
at 10 Robertson Street, 
Radford, Virginia.  
 
The purpose of the public 
hearing will be to receive 
public comment regarding 
an application filed by 
Michael “Kevin” and Molly 
Entrekin to vacate a portion 
of the unimproved Harvey 
Street right-of-way located 
at the intersection of Ninth 
Street. The vacation request 
concerns a total area of 
approximately .204 acres. 
 
Any person affected by the 
proposed vacation may 
appear and be heard at the 
public hearing.  Copies of 
the application, together 
with the plat of the proposed 
vacation, are available for 
review in the City Manager’s 
Office located at 10 
Robertson Street, Radford, 
Virginia. 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE CITY OF 
RADFORD  

THE CITY OF RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA, a political 
subdivision of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Case No. CL21-6456 
Plaintiff, 
V.  
COLE-PHILLIPS BUILDING 
CO.,  
and  
MICHAEL H. COLE  
and  
PARTIES UNKNOWN, any 
heirs, devisees, and 
successors in title, including 
Successors in interest of 
Cole Phillips Building Co., A 
General Partnership 
collectively made 
Defendants,  
Defendant(s). 
  
ORDER OF PUBLICATION 
The object of this suit is to 
order abatement of 
nuisance or allow for razing 

Legals - City of 
Radford

of a structure owned by 
Cole Phillips Building Co., 
and located at 103 Polk 
Street in the City of 
Radford, Virginia, and 
enforce a lien for the costs 
of the same. An Affidavit 
having been filed stating 
that due diligence has been 
used, without effect, to 
ascertain the location of the 
named Defendant(s),  
that the Defendant(s) may 
be non-residents of Virginia 
and maintain no domicile 
within the borders of the 
Commonwealth, or are 
deceased, or that there may 
be parties who have an 
interest in the property but 
are unknown, namely, the 
heirs, devisees, and 
successors in title of the 
named partnership, made 
Defendants by the general 
description of Parties 
Unknown, it is hereby  
ORDERED that the named 
Defendant(s) and all Parties 
Unknown appear on or 
before September 24, 2021, 
and do what may be 
necessary to protect their 
interests in this cause. 
  
Entered: 7/22/2021  
Melissa White  
Circuit Court Clerk/Judge 
City of Radford, Virginia 
  
I Ask For This:  
Michael R. Bedsaul, Esq. 
(WSB # 41273)  
Mary Foil Russell  
(VSB No. 46440)  
Sands Anderson PC  
P.O. Box 2009 
Christiansburg, Virginia 
24068-2009  
540-260-9011 (phone)  
540-260-0022 (facsimile)  
 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Pursuant to the 
Single Family 

Mortgage 
Foreclosure Act  

of 1994, 12 U.S.C. Chapter 
38A and the Secretary’s 
Foreclosure Commissioner 
designation, a 
COMMISSIONER’S SALE 
of 1407 Longview Avenue, 
Salem, VA  24153  (Short 
Legal Description: LT 6 BLK 
3 SEC 1 MIDDLETON 
GARDENS) will occur at 
public auction outside the 
main entrance to the 
building of the Circuit Court 
of Salem, VA located at 2 
East Calhoun Street, 
Salem, VA 24153-7933 on 
September 9, 2021 at 11:00 
AM, pursuant to a default of 
a note secured by a deed of 
trust executed by Calvin C. 
Overstreet by Nellie C. 
Overstreet, his attorney in 
fact, and Nellie C. 
Overstreet recorded 
2/10/2012, in the Circuit 
Court for Salem, VA, as 
Instrument No. 120000317, 
and the Assignment in favor 
of the Secretary of HUD 
recorded 1/18/2018, in the 
Circuit Court for Salem, VA 
as Instrument No. 
180000119. TERMS OF 
SALE can be reviewed by 
the recorded notice of 
default on file with the 
Salem Circuit Court for 
which all terms are 
incorporated herein into this 
notice. A 10% deposit is 
immediately required for 
winning bidder in certified 
funds.   Anderson Law, 
2492 N. Landing Rd, #104, 
Va Beach, VA 23456, 
http://www.virginialawoffice.
com/hud Run date 
8/19/2021, 8/26/2021, and 
9/2/2021 

Legals - City of 
Salem

the DEQ website at 
https://www.deq.virginia.gov
/get-involved/topics-of-
interest/mountain-valley-
pipeline/-fsiteid-1. The 
public may request copies 
of the documents from the 
contact person listed above. 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Pursuant to Section 22.1-
29.1 of the Code of Virginia, 
as amended to date, notice 
is hereby given that the 
Council of the City of Salem 
will hold a public hearing at 
6:30 p.m., September 13, 
2021, in Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 114 North Broad 
Street, Salem, Virginia, to 
receive views of citizens 
within the Salem School 
District regarding 
appointments to fill the 
expiring terms ending 
12/31/2021 of two members 
on the City of Salem School 
Board.  All candidates 
seeking appointment must 
submit a letter of interest 
and résumé to the Deputy 
Clerk of Council.  
Submissions are requested 
by noon on Friday, 
September 10, 2021, 
however in all cases must 
be submitted prior to the 
closing of this public 
hearing.  Candidates may 
be interviewed individually 
by City Council. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA 
H. Robert Light 
Clerk of Salem City Council 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Christiansburg Town 
Council will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 at 7:00 
PM in the Council 
Chambers of the 
Christiansburg Town Hall, 
100 E. Main Street, 
Christiansburg, Virginia 
24073. The purpose of the 
public hearing is to receive 
public comments 
concerning: 
 
A. Rezoning request by 
Deerfield Home Estates 
LLC to rezone Tax Parcel 
Nos. 496-A 68 & 496-A 73 
(4.711 acres) from 
Agricultural (A) and Two-
Family Residential (R-2) to 
Single Family Residential 
(R-1) with conditions. The 
proposal was revised to 
construct 26 single-family 
detached dwellings. The 
property is designated as 
Residential on the Future 
Land Use Map of the 2013 
Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
B. Conditional Use Permit 
request by Deerfield Home 
Estates LLC for a Planned 
Housing Development to 
consist of 26 Single-Family 
Residential dwellings on 
property located adjacent to 
Wades Lane and Agee 
Street, Tax Parcel Nos. 
496-A 68 & 496-A 73. 
 
C. Conditional Use Permit 
for R-3 Multifamily Dwelling 
District uses in the B-3 
General Business District by 
Bruce A. Moses(owner) on 
behalf of Bryan A. Rice 
(Applicant) at 975 Radford 
Street (Tax Map No. 525-A-
19). The proposal is to 
construct five (5) 
Townhome units. The 
property is designated as 
Business/Commercial on 
the Future Land Use Map of 
the 2013 Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 
Town Hall will be open and 
available to receive public 
comment in-person at the 
time of this Public Hearing. 
Additionally, the meeting will 
be streamed live on the 
Town of Christiansburg’s 
YouTube channel at 
www.christiansburg.org/yout
ube and will remain on the 
Town’s YouTube page once 
the meeting concludes. For 
information on contactless 
methods for submitting 
public comment, please visit 
www.christiansburg.org/publ
ichearings. 
 
A copy of the applications, 
the Town’s Zoning Map, 
Zoning Ordinance, and 
Future Land Use Map may 
be viewed in the Planning 
Department Office, 100 E. 
Main Street, Christiansburg, 
VA 24073 during normal 
office hours of 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Contact Andrew 
Warren, Assistant Town 
Manager, at (540) 382-6128 
ext. 1130 or by email at 
awarren@christiansburg. 
org with any questions or if 
you require reasonable 
accommodations. 

Notice is hereby 
given to 

all interested persons that 
the City of Salem Planning 
Commission, at its regular 
meeting on September 15, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 114 N. Broad Street, in 
the City of Salem, Virginia, 
will hold a public hearing, 
pursuant to Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2285 of the 
Code of Virginia, as 
amended, to consider 
approval of the following 
requests relative to the 
CODE OF THE CITY OF 
SALEM, VIRGINIA: 
 
1. Hold public hearing to 
consider the request of 
Salem Building Supply, Inc., 
contract purchaser, and 
PHC of Virginia, Inc., 
property owner, for rezoning 
the property located at 405 
Kimball Avenue (Tax Map # 
235-1-2) from RMF 
Residential Multi-Family 
District with proffered 
condition to RMF 
Residential Multi-Family 
District without conditions. 
 
2. Hold public hearing to 
consider the request of 
Salem Ministers Conference 
Community Food Pantry, 
contract purchaser, and 
Trustees God's Church of 
Deliverance and Power, 
property owner, for the 
issuance of a Use Not 
Provided For Permit to allow 
the relocation of the Salem 
Food Pantry to the property 
located at 829 Indiana 
Street (Tax Map # 186-1-5). 
 
Copies of the proposed 
plans, ordinances or 
amendments may be 
examined in the Office of 
the City Planner, 
Community Development, 
21 South Bruffey Street, 
Salem, Virginia.  
 
At said hearing, parties in 
interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be 
heard relative to the said 
requests.  
 
THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE  
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA 
BY  
James E. Taliaferro, II  
Executive Secretary 

Legals - Craig 
County

Notice of Public 
Sale  

Notice is hereby given that 
Storage Kind USA 201 
Berkley Rd.NE. Roanoke 
VA 24012 will sell the 
contents of the storage units
listed below at a public 
auction to satisfy a lien 
placed on the contents 
(Virginia Statute 55). The 
sell will take place at the 
website Storage 
Treasures.com on 
09/14/2021 at 9:00 am. The 
sale will be conducted on 
Storage Treasures.com, 
under the guidance of 
Christopher Rosa 
(2907004316) on the behalf 
of the facility’s 
management. Units will be 
available for viewing prior to 
the sale on Storage 
Treasures.com. Contents 
will be sold for cash only to 
the highest bidder. A 15% 
buyer’s premium will be 
charged as well as a $ 100 

Legals - Craig 
County

cleaning deposit per unit. All 
sales are final. Seller 
reserves the right to 
withdraw the property at any 
time before the sale or to 
refuse any bids. The 
property to be sold is 
described as “general 
household items” unless 
otherwise noted.  308-
Robert Newman-Household 
goods: 068-Enchante 
Cruse-household goods: 
253-Ashley Wright-
household goods: 240-
Stephanie Carner-
household good: 239-
Carlisha Eloi-household 
goods: 069,029-Katheryn 
Ferrell-household goods: 
081-Cara Thomas-
household goods: 251-
Jeremy Hayes-household 
goods: 222-RobertAmes-
household goods: 261-
Dorothy Wimmer-household 
goods: 185-Jeremy Meador-
household goods: 011-Amy 
Gear-household goods: 
223-Christen Tuckwiller-
household goods. 

ADVERTISE!

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto
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1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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H

E NATION
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U

T T E R  G U AR
D
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 

On-Site Estate Auction! Sat-
urday, September 11th 9am. 
Antiques, Furniture, Col-
lectibles, Tools. 8867 Hwy 
92 Chase City, VA 23924. 
(804)347-4963 www.tilman-
sauctions.com #348/3751

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* In-
stalled w/Free Trim Wrap 
Call 804-739-8207 for 
MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

For Sale By Owner! 4 bed-
room, 2 bathroom, vinyl 
ranch, 1,248 sqft, 2 car de-
tached garage on 3 town 
lot in Grottoes, VA. Shown 
by appointment only. 540-
421-3330.

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-

pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEW CASTLE RECORD, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEW CASTLE RECORD

THE NEW CASTLE RECORD
PRINT ONLY

         Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 In County   $48.00 Out of County

$52.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
One Year 

Digital Subscription 
$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Roanoke County Administrator 
retiring after two decades of service

Roanoke County 
Administrator Dan 
O’Donnell recently an-
nounced that he will 
be retiring after more 
than 21 years of service 
in Roanoke County. 
O’Donnell notified the 
Board of Supervisors of 
his intent to retire, effec-
tive February 1, 2022.

“Working alongside 
our dedicated employees 
has been rewarding and 
we have accomplished 
so much, together, 
for the betterment of 
our community,” said 
O’Donnell. “I am hon-
ored to have had the sup-
port of the Board of Su-
pervisors and privileged 

to serve the citizens as 
their administrator. I’m 
now looking forward 
to the next phase of my 
life.” 

O’Donnell has 
worked in public man-
agement for 35 years, 
serving over 21 years in 
Roanoke County. He 
began as an Assistant 
County Administrator 
in 2000 and then was 
appointed County Ad-
ministrator in January 
2019. Prior to coming 
to Roanoke County, he 
served as the administra-
tor for counties in New 
York and West Virginia.

O’Donnell oversaw 
development of the 

County’s first-ever Com-
munity Strategic Plan 
to guide policy, budget 
decisions, and service 
delivery choices. He 
served as the project 
manager for the $30 
million Green Ridge 
Recreation Center and 
the $28 million Public 
Safety Center construc-
tion projects. O’Donnell 
has overseen the passage 
of the first compensation 
study and step pay plan 
for public safety person-
nel, to recruit and retain 
talented employees. He 
has also led the County’s 
response to the COV-
ID-19 crisis.

“Dan has been a tre-

mendous asset for Roa-
noke County,” said 
Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Jason Peters. 
“He has helped shape the 
strategic direction of the 
County and led through 
some very challenging 
times. His leadership 
and guidance are greatly 
appreciated and we hope 
he enjoys a well-deserved 
retirement.”

The Board of Super-
visors will determine 
the next steps in hiring 
a new County Adminis-
trator.

-Submitted by Amy 
Whittaker, Public 

Information Officer SUBMITTED PHOTO Dan O’Connell

Inside the Salem Library, a small care of 
dedicated volunteers recently spent hours 
preparing for Olde Salem Days. 

For the past year, they, like everyone, have 
waited for life to return to normal. One sign 
of improvement is the return of Olde Salem 
Days and with it the Salem Library Book 
Sale. 

Th e sale this year will be more visible than 
in the past, as it will be held in two large tents 
in front of the library. One tent will be dedi-
cated to the children and young adults, while 
the other will contain the other topics, such 
as mysteries, novels, histories and the ever-
popular cookbooks.

Th e Friends of the Salem Library (FOSL) 
is a group of people who love books and ap-
preciate the importance of a library to the 
vitality of a city or town. Th ey accept dona-
tions of books all year. In August, the real 
work begins. With the help of Boy Scout 
Troop 352, the donations are brought out 
of storage. FOSL members check each book, 
and the best are set aside for this annual sale. 

Th e funds raised are used to support li-

brary activities, which may range from the 
viewing of the solar eclipse to teen game 
nights to the restocking of the seed lending 
library. Support of the children’s library ac-
tivities is always a major project.

Th e sale will be held at from 1:00 to 8:00 
p.m. on September 10. Th e sale will con-
tinue on Olde Salem Days until 4:00. Even 
during the best sales, there are always lots of 
books left after Saturday. Th ese go on sale on 
Sunday afternoon from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Bagful of Books Sale. For $3.00, attend-
ees will receive a shopping bag to fi ll with as 
many books as they can. Th is sale will con-
tinue through September 17 during normal 
library hours.

Since the COVID-19 virus caused the 
cancellation of almost everything last year, 
more books were read and more were do-
nated. Th e selection of donated books is 
twice the usual size. Th is is the time to re-
populate the bookshelves at prices that can’t 
be matched.

Submitted by Ken Sosnowski

2021 Olde Salem Days Book 
Sale scheduled for Sept. 11

SUBMITTED PHOTO Dozens of books will be available for sale. 
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHENZach Peters get a sack against Bland. Brayden Frango finds room to run.

Dylan Crawford(#22) and Bryce Drake(#1) combine for a stop. Trevyn Francisco turns the corner against the Bears.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Annabelle Gregory spikes one against North Cross. Brittany Brookman digs one out.

Rockets host Auburn in home opener Friday

New Craig County football 
coach Jimmy Fisher is hoping to 
see a lot of blue on the home side 
when the Rocket football team 
plays its fi rst home game since 
2019 this Friday night. Th e Rock-
ets will play host to Auburn on 
Mitchell Field at 7 pm.

“Support has been great thus 
far,” said Fisher. “Our adminis-
trative support, from the school 
board offi  ce on down, has been 
outstanding. Community support 
has also been great for our fund-
raisers and work days. We would 
like to see everyone at Mitchell 
Field this Friday for our fi rst home 
game. A huge crowd would be 
awesome.”

Th e Rockets opened the season 
at Bland last week and took an 8-6 
loss. Despite the defeat it was an 
encouraging night for the Rockets 

and it was good to have football 
again after missing the season due 
to COVID in the fall and spring.

“We had a huge crowd on our 
side with over 170 fans making 
the two-plus hour trip and we 
appreciate them very much,” said 
Fisher. “We competed and fought 
hard every play. We got some dog 
in us and I like that. Bland is a 
great setting for a game and they 
were fantastic hosts. Both teams 
represented their respective com-
munities well and there wasn't 
a bunch of trash talking or extra 
‘stuff ’ after the play was over.”

Th e Rockets got the season off  
to a great start. Trevyn Francisco 
returned the opening kickoff  to 
the Bland 27 and Dylan Crawford 
scored on the very fi rst play from 
scrimmage. 

Unfortunately, that was only 

points of the night for Rockets. 
Bland scored on a three yard run 
by Jackson Johnson to tie the 
game in the second quarter, and 
a successful two point conversion 
turned out to be the diff erence as 
neither team scored after intermis-
sion. 

“Our off ense looked really good 
when we weren't self-destructing,” 
said Fisher. “We had eight false 
starts and fi ve or six fumbles...all 
unforced. We only lost one or two 
fumbles but they cost us yards and 
wasted downs.”

Th e Rockets ran the ball 34 
times for 215 yards and eight 
fi rst downs. Francisco led the way 
with eight carries for 81 yards and 
Crawford had nine carries for 61 
yards. Craig attempted just one 
pass that was batted down by a 
defender.

“Defensively, we made too 
many mistakes and did not ex-
ecute our techniques and respon-
sibilities very consistently,” said 
Fisher. “However, we still played 
pretty darn good. We gave up less 
than 100 yards for the game (95 
total) and Bland had minus fi ve 
yards in the second half. 

“Th e heat index was brutal 
during the fi rst half and we were 
not handling it very well,” added 
Fisher. “We had multiple players 
with cramping issues throughout 
the game and Bland only had it 
happen to them once. Th ey were 
the better conditioned team.”

While Craig missed an entire 
season Bland played in the spring, 
and Fisher felt that gave the home-
standing Bears an edge.

“Th ey had football in the 
spring and have worked hard since 

the season ended,” he said. “Our 
young men did not have the op-
portunity to do either of those. 
Not making excuses, we just made 
too many mental mistakes to win 
Friday. We have to clean up some 
things on both sides of the ball and 
I have to get the team into better 
shape.”

Th is Friday’s game with Au-
burn should be a good one. Th e 
Eagles opened with a 26-0 loss to 
Narrows last Friday.

“Th ey have a new head coach 
and will give us a new challenge 
this week,” said Fisher. “Th ey like 
to throw the football and we have 
not had to face a passing team yet. 
In our only scrimmage, Patrick 
threw the ball only a couple of 
times and Bland never attempted 
a pass. We will need to work hard 
this week to prepare for Auburn.”

Volleyball team falls to North Cross in close match
Th e Craig County volleyball 

team lost at North Cross last Fri-
day in a match where both teams 
scored 20 or more points in every 
set. Th e host Raiders were able to 
win three of those sets and take the 
victory in Roanoke County.

“Th is was a great match up for 
the Lady Rockets,” said fi rst year 
head coach Suzanne Crawford. 
“We started off  a little slow and 
a little fl at and we missed a lot 
of serves, but once we found our 

tempo we picked it up.”
North Cross won the fi rst set, 

25-20. Th e Rockets led for most of 
the second set, but the Raiders put 
on a run and scored the last seven 
points to edge Craig, 25-23. Craig 
bounced back to win the third set, 
26-24, but the Raiders took the 
fourth, and the match, by a 25-20 
count.

“Th is is an excellent group of 
girls, who are only going to get bet-
ter as the season progresses,” said 

Crawford. “I was very proud of 
these girls. Th ey gave it everything 
they had and they did not stop un-
til they had to.”

Kylee Clifton and Annabelle 
Gregory had four kills each to lead 
the Rockets. Kylee also had three 
digs and two aces while Annabelle 
had six digs and three aces. Han-
nah Caldwell had three kills, two 
blocks and two aces.

“Caldwell was right on at the 
net and held strong, while Kayley 

Stroop led our team with focus, 
calling plays and setting the ball 
for attacks,” said Crawford. “Our 
passing game was much improved 
with Brittany Brookman, Anna-
belle Gregory, Kylee Clifton and 
Jennifer Fitzpatrick, who did great 
in the back row. 

We’ve put in a lot of eff ort in 
practice, which  has defi nitely re-
fl ected on the court.”

Stoop had 11 assists, six aces and 
three digs. Fitzpatrick had three 

aces and four digs while Brookman 
had fi ve aces and fi ve digs.

Th e Rockets also lost at Chris-
tiansburg in three sets last week, 
and they’ll get a rematch with the 
Demons on Th ursday in New 
Castle.

“We’ll focus on serving, block-
ing and faster transitioning off  the 
net,” said Crawford. “If the Ladies 
play with the mentality they did 
against North Cross they will do 
great.”
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