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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tom Harvey of Campbell County was the Big Buck score winner as well 
as the overall winner. 

Trophy Bucks turn out for local scoring

Virginia is known for its countless 
deer, especially the beautiful and big 
trophy bucks. 

On Saturday, September 25, 
Star City Whitetails, Buckmasters 
& Sportsmans Warehouse hosted a 
“Buck Scoring Event” at Sportsmans 
Warehouse in Roanoke. 

Doors opened at 9 a.m., and from 
then on, bucks were brought in to 
have their sheds scored in hopes of 
winning a prize. For some, they 
showed up just for the fun of it and to 
see everyone’s bucks. 

Jeff  Phillips, a hunter from youth, 
decided ten years ago, to start a small 
contest for hunters to submit their 
big buck pictures to be judged. From 
there he decided to also host a scoring 
contest this year. 

“I’m sure y’all have some that have 
never had tape put to them,” Phillips 
said with much excitement. 

Th e fee of $10 per head went to-
wards a drawing from Buckmasters 
and being entered into their record 
book if the following scoring require-
ments were met: 140 without spread 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Local Craig Valley VFW Post 4491 recently received the high status 
of All-American for the first time from the National Representative. 
Pictured from left to right, Dennis White (Senior Vice Commander), Ken 
Wiseman (National VFW Representative) and Billy Lee (Commander Craig 
Valley Post 4491).

All-American status awarded to local VFW

For our Veterans of Foreign 
War, one would think that their 
VFW Post would be a place 
where they relax, exchange sto-
ries, gain comrade support that 
no one else can give and play a 
few card games. 

Though they do all these 
things, many do not know that 
the members still have respon-
sibilities as an established VFW 
Post in the United States of 
America. 

Recently, the Craig Valley 
VFW Post 4491 received the high 
status of All-American. It is not 
an easy task, but Craig County 
Veterans have always been known 
to be ‘doers’ in the county. 

The District VFW shared, 
“Every year, a select group of 
VFW Posts are presented with All 
American post status. All Ameri-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See All-American, page 2

See Trophy Bucks, page 6

Fall brings cascades of colors to Craig’s roadways

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Craig County has always been known for its beautiful drives in the fall. Already, leaves are turning rich reds 
and golds, lining our roads with God's own handwork. Make a little time for yourself and take a drive. Any 
road from New Castle will give you beautiful views. These three trees near Carpers Quick Market always turn 
early, giving us a sign that "it's time to drive!" 

“Cakery Made 
from Scratch” 
now in town

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Dawn Perkey with her new hobby name, "Lemon & 
Vale Cakery," can create almost anything someone 
desires when it comes to cakes. Her Pooh cake was a 
creative art piece in itself, and everything was edible, 
"including the fondant decorations made by me!" 

Th e public is invited to 
participate in the Roanoke 
County 200 Plan, a 15-year 
update to the Comprehen-
sive Plan to mark the county’s 
bicentennial in 2038. 

A series of open house-
style public meetings in 10 
communities around Roa-
noke County will be held 
this fall. 

A Comprehensive Plan 
meeting is scheduled for 
Th ursday, September 30 at 
the Charles R. Hill Com-

munity Center. Meetings are 
coming up in the Vinton area 
in the next two weeks

Th e Roanoke County 200 
Plan will express an overarch-
ing community vision as well 
as unique goals for 11 com-
munity planning areas. It will 
provide guidance for public 
policies about land develop-
ment, public services and re-
source protection. 

It will also allow decision 
makers to study the long-
term consequences of current 
decisions and recognize how 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Cakery, page 7

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Mae was ecstatic when she saw her multi-colored 
unicorn cake with the edible unicorn. “I love it,” she 
exclaimed. Her first taste of the unicorn told everyone 
how good it was and when the raspberry lemon cake was 
cut, no one declined a piece and no leftovers remained. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Flat-topped hill
 5. Move upward
11. Admiration
14. It’s useful for serving 
food
15. Kidnap
18. One of the Greek Muses
19. A type of media
21. Sunscreen rating
23. Former Michigan coach 
Brady
24. German town devastated 
in WW2
28. Gasteyer and Ortiz are 
two
29. Leave
30. Forearm bone
32. Very fast airplane
33. Helps little fi rms
35. Defunct economic 
organization

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

36. Science-based stu-
dents organization (abbr.)
39. Feels ill
41. Indicates position
42. Beverage containers
44. Assists
46. Science accreditation 
organization (abbr.)
47. Purpose
49. Group of elected 
offi cials
52. Hebrew prophet
56. They help you drink
58. Lawmaker
60. Charitable
62. Doctrines
63. Footwear

CLUES DOWN
 1. Where wrestlers work
 2. Dueling sword
 3. Practice fi ght

 4. Genus of clams
 5. Fear of heights
 6. What some tell their dog
 7. The Golden State
 8. When you expect to get 
there
 9. Pointed ends
10. Extinct fl ightless bird
12. Feeds
13. Nape of neck
16. Descendant
17. Small boats found in 
Turkey
20. To avoid the risk of
22. Athlete with no contract 
(abbr.)
25. 13th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
26. Brew
27. Feeling of anxiety
29. Young girls group
31. Perform on stage

34. White clerical vestment
36. Popular musical awards 
show
37. Bumpkins
38. One who acts on an-
other’s behalf
40. Direction
43. Look at with fi xed eyes
45. One who helps profes-
sors (abbr.)
48. A large number of
50. Type of powder
51. Large jug
53. __ Christian  Anderson, 
children’s author
54. American state
55. Muslim inhabitant of the 
Philippines
57. Witness
58. Landscapers lay it
59. Type of bread
61. Of I

MONDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
- 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
The library is located 
at 303 Main St. in 
New Castle. For more 
information, call (540) 
864-8978 or visit  www.
craiglibrary.org.

EVERY 
TUESDAY

•Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 7 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 

Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

•New Castle Church of 
Christ will hold its Bible 
Study from 7 p.m. to 7:45 
p.m. at 118 Main Street in 
New Castle.

EVERY FRIDAY

Craig County 
Genealogy Library open 
every Friday 1 to 4 p.m.   
152 Main Street. 540-864-
7023

 
EVERY SATURDAY

Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meeting. 11 a.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 
located at 2011 Brandon 
Avenue in Roanoke. 
Contact 540-293-4065 for 
more information.

 
EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

•The New Castle 
Christian Church, located 
at 282 Salem Ave, is 
pastored by Sheldon 
Cosma is having services 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., 
with communion at each, 
and is on Facebook live at 
9 a.m.

•St. Johns Catholic 
Church, on Route 615, 
is having virtual masses 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
by Father Steve McNalley. 
They are also live on 
Facebook. For more 
information, contact 
(540) 864-8686 or send an 
email to stjohnnewcastle@
tds.net. 

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 

in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

THIRD 
WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/Craig/
Roanoke Farm Service 
Agency County Committee 
meets each month at 10 
a.m. at the Bonsack USDA 
Service Center. Please call 
one day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. The 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center is located at 36 
Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AND THURSDAY 

Everyone six months 
and up should receive a flu 
shot each year. A parent or 
guardian must accompany 
those under the age 18. 
Insurances will be billed. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their insurance card 
and not attend if they have 
COVID-19 like symptoms. 
The curbside clinic schedule 
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
by appointment only. For 
more information, contact 
540-864-5136.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Craig County students recently led a prayer on the See you at the Pole national 
event in front of their school. Their heartfelt prayers went out for fellow students 
and families, the community as well as the country. 

CCHS commemorates See you at the Pole event

Students still have cer-
tain rights as individuals 
and one of them is the 
right to prayer. 

On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22, the global 
event, “See You at the 
Pole,” was honored at 
countless schools all 
around the world. 

At Craig County 
High, twenty-three stu-
dents and citizens par-
ticipated at the flagpole. 

They led prayer 
around the pole which 
is located in front of the 
school. 

Students invited a 
local pastor, Kevin Al-
tizer of the First Baptist 
Church, to be their spe-
cial speaker. Altizer was 
also recently voted in as 
the fifth member of the 
Craig County School 
Board. 

The scripture magni-
fied at this year’s event 
was James 4:10 which 
states, “Humble your-
selves in the sight of the 

Lord, and He shall lift 
you up.”

Altizer emphasized the 
scripture in II Chroni-
cles 7:14, which states, 
“If My people, who are 
called by My name, shall 
humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I 
hear from Heaven, and 
will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.” 

“I talked about how it 
was up to God’s people 
to change things,” Al-
tizer said before adding, 
“And how important it is 
to go to the one who can 
do the impossible.”

He also quoted James 
5:16, “Confess your 
faults one to another, 
and pray for another, 
that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.”

Altizer encouraged 
them to pray with an-
ticipation and to always 
be humble and compas-
sionate. 

“I also expressed how 

proud I was, that they 
were there and how 
very important it was to 
pray for America, their 
community and their 
school,” he added. 

Everyone who wanted 
to pray was given the op-
tion as they went around 
the prayer circle.

“Many prayers were 
lifted up for our schools, 
nation, and our world 
praying  for many to 
turn their hearts towards 
Christ,” said attendee 
and teacher Jeannie 
Guthrie. 

“There were several 
heartfelt prayers that 
went up to the throne 
room of God from the 
young people and teach-
ers,” Altizer said. “I was 
personally encouraged 
by just being there.”

Sara Jones from 
CCHS shared, "It is 
such a blessing that we 
are able to resume prayer 
at the pole this year. I 
think it is very good for 
the kids to have an op-
portunity to hear the 
Word, especially in to-

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The logo of the Veterans of Foreign War today looks 
very nice. For those who know, its meaning is so 
much deeper. Craig's Post 4491 honors it's story, still 
continuing to serve.

All-American from page 1

can status is meant to 
recognize outstanding 
VFW posts and is based 
on participation in Pro-
grams as well as mem-
bership gains by Posts, 
Districts and Depart-
ments.”

The All-American 
post checklist must meet 
the following program 
participation criteria: 

•Voice of Democracy 
– minimum of one en-
try advanced to District 

judging
•Patriots Pen – mini-

mum of one entry ad-
vanced to District judg-
ing

•Hold a fundraiser 
with the proceeds going 
to Veterans and Military 
Support Program Ser-
vices, with a $100 mini-
mum

•Partner twice with 
two separate organiza-
tion like Team RWB, 
Operation Ramp It up, 

Operation Gratitude, 
Team Rubicon, Merg-
ing Vets and Players and 
other VSOs to include 
our friends at Sport Clip 
and Burger King 

•Create Post social 
media site or actively 
maintain existing site 

•Have five new Action 
Corps sign-ups

•Have a 20 percent 
increase in total impact 
in community service 

In addition, Post 4491 

must establish an offi-
cial VFW Post Facebook 
page and consistently 
share VFW national con-
tent for All-American 
program consideration. 
It must include, admin-
istrator access held by 
two trusted individuals, 
entire profile must be 
completed with a prop-
er name, VFW-themed 
profile picture and post 
contact information, 
content displayed must 
be appropriate, relevant, 
adhere to organizational 
bylaws, with our mission, 
vision and values, it must 
consistently share VFW 
National posts, content 
and articles about VFW-
led initiated programs 
and events, and it must 
have been active for at 
least six months.

Beforehand, the Post 
had to complete these 
tasks as well as make All-
State before they could 
vie for the status of All-
American. Post must: 

•Meet 100 percent 
membership quota by 
June 30

•Have Quartermaster 
bonded

•Have been inspected 
and the Inspection Re-
ports must be received 
by State Headquarters 
by December 16 with 
all documented discrep-
ancies corrected by May 
13, to complete this re-
quirement

•Have Commander, 
Senior Vice Commander 
or Jr Vice Commander 
attend each District 
meeting and the School 
of Instruction

•Turn in all audit re-
ports to State Headquar-
ters as required, not hav-
ing more than one late 
report out of the four 
required

•Purchase 500 Buddy 
Poppies per 100 mem-
bers or fraction thereof

•Donate to the De-
partment Virginia Vet-
erans Foundation and 
$10 to help with Honor 
Guard

•Submit reports at 
least once during first 
half of year (Hospital, 
Americanism, Commu-

nity activities, Safety and 
Youth Activities)

•Participate in at least 
two programs (Voice of 
Democracy, Patriots’ Pen 
or Teacher of the Year)

Posts that meet the 
qualifying percentage and 
the program participa-
tion criteria will receive 
the All-American Post 
Citation, Post Streamer 
and be recognized in the 
VFW Magazine.

The top 25 posts in 
each Division will re-
ceive: acknowledgment 
in the VFW magazine, 
acknowledgment dur-
ing the All-American 
Awards Ceremony at the 
National Convention, 
All-American Post Cita-
tion, All-American Post 
Streamer, All-American 
Citation, name badge 
cap and lapel pin – Com-
mander and All-Ameri-
can Team Post member 
lapel pins. 

Lee noted that they 
qualified for it the last 
two years but did not 
have enough members to 
make the top 25 in their 
class. 

“As far as anyone 
knows this is the first 
time Post 4491 has ever 
made All-American 
Post,” said Commander 
Lee. “We have made All-
State Post many times, 
including this time. 
There are around 6,000 
Posts and less than five 
percent make All-Amer-
ican Post each year.”

He added, “We would 
like to thank Craig 
County because without 
their support we could 
not have made it. We 
need more members. 
Anyone who thinks they 
qualify, please call.”

 They also encourage 
women to join their Post 
as well, holding strong to 
the motto, “We will nev-
er leave anyone behind.” 

day's world."
Craig County stu-

dents continue to meet 
around the flagpole 

every Wednesday at 8 
a.m. in front of the high 
school and invite other 
students and communi-

ty members to join them 
in their earnest prayers 
for the students, staff, 
community and country.
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

Men’s Health Fair
Monday October 18, 2021 

Craig County Health Center
(540) 864-6390

226 Market Street, New Castle, VA

Call to schedule an appointment today! 

Free PSA, Cholesterol Screen, 
Blood Sugar Blood Pressure Checks, 

Weight, BMI

Enter Drawing to Win A Prize!  

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Hollins President Mary Dana Hinton with Roanoke College President Michael Maxey. 

Roanoke College and Hollins University 
announce the 2021 Kendig Awards

Several arts organizations and 
individuals were honored with 
the Kendig Awards for 2020 and 
2021.  

Co-sponsored by Roanoke 
College and Hollins University, 
the Kendig Awards recognize 
exemplary individuals,  business-
es and organizations in Virginia’s 
Blue Ridge  (counties of Roa-
noke, Botetourt and Franklin, as 
well as the cities of Roanoke and 
Salem, and the town of Vinton) 
that support excellence in the 
arts.  

Th e awards were presented 
during a ceremony at  Roa-
noke College’s Olin Hall on Oc-
tober  5. Th e awards ceremony 
was hosted by Roanoke College 
President Michael  C. Maxey 
and Hollins University Presi-
dent Mary Dana Hinton.  

“Th e Kendig Awards highlight 
the vital and important role that 
the arts play in the economic de-
velopment, education and cul-
tural identity of Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge,” Maxey said.  

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this year’s awards ceremo-
ny combined nominees for 2020 
and 2021, and two winners were 
awarded in each category. 

Individual Artist Award 
Th e Individual Artist 

Award  winners are  Todd Ristau 
and Pat Wilhelms. 

Todd  Ristau  designed and 
launched the Playwright’s Lab 
at Hollins University and has 

served as program director since 
its launch in 2007. His work has 
been performed in theatres across 
the U.S. and England, including 
London’s West End.  He  found-
ed No Shame Th eatre in 1986 
and  led  its evolution into a na-
tional network of venues for new 
works in dozens of cities. He has 
an extensive theatre background, 
with expertise in acting, directing 
and design.  He’s known for  his 
incredible mentorship of emerg-
ing playwrights, and his courage 
in advocating for the spaces and 
resources for this new work to 
enter the world. 

Pat  Wilhelms  founded Roa-
noke Children’s Th eatre in 
2008 and carried the organi-
zation from 2008-2020. In 
2020,  Wilhelms  founded PB 
& J Th eatre Company.  PB & 
J strives to bring new theatre 
opportunities for young and 
not so young, that educate, chal-
lenge and inspire.  Wilhelms  is 
quick to point out that her act-
ing workshops and productions 
aren’t just for kids. Th ey are for 
everyone.    She  is a true vision-
ary with a keen eye for producing 
top-notch stage direction for the-
atre for young audiences. Before 
establishing Roanoke Children’s 
Th eatre in 2008, she was  direc-
tor of education and outreach at 
Mill Mountain Th eatre for many 
years. She loves the Roanoke Val-
ley and has a true endless love for 
the young people in the commu-

nity. 
Arts and Cultural Organiza-

tion Awards 
Th e  Arts and Cultural Orga-

nization Award winners are Roa-
noke College’s Olin Hall Galler-
ies and the Smith Mountain Arts 
Council.   

Th e vision, programming, 
breadth of shows, and interaction 
with the community that are all 
central to the work and mission 
of Olin Hall Galleries. Olin Gal-
leries exhibits have ranged from 
on-site installations and residen-
cies, to shows geared toward high-
lighting collaboration  among 
the  disciplines  on  the Roanoke 
College campus. Some shows 
were  multi-year projects involv-
ing workshops and program-
ming to create community-gen-
erated exhibits, such as the Coral 
Reef Project or Paper Blooms. 
Olin Hall Galleries have  cre-
atively pushed to reinvent itself 
with each season, providing 
high-quality shows, generous art-
ists, immersive experiences and 
community engagement through 
workshops, lectures and open-
ings. Th is innovation in exhibits 
and outreach in programming 
year to year makes Olin Hall 
Galleries a leader in the arts com-
munity in Roanoke Valley.  

Th e Smith Mountain Arts 
Council  is the main commu-
nity arts organization for the 
three-county Smith Mountain 
Lake area  and has taken the 

leadership in this area for over 
30 years. Th e 20-member board 
convenes once a month to plan 
events and determine network-
ing and scholarship opportuni-
ties in the community. Past an-
nual events have included an art 
show, photo shows, productions 
by Lake Players (a community 
theatre group),  pop concerts  by 
the community chorus Lakeside 
Singers, and an annual Christ-
mas concert. Th e Smith Moun-
tain  Arts Council also sponsors 
the Franklin County chapter of 
Junior Appalachian Musicians, 
teaching 30 to 40 children a year 
in their choice of fi ddle, guitar or 
banjo. Th e Smith Mountain Arts 
Council uplifts all aspects of the 
arts community not only in the 
Smith Mountain Lake area but 
all throughout Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge. 

Individual or Business Arts 
Supporter Award 

Th e Individual or Business 
Arts Supporter Award  winners 
are  Shelby and Jason Bingham. 
Th e award was presented  post-
humously to Don and Barbara 
Smith  with their  family accept-
ing the award on their behalf.  

Shelby and Jason Bing-
ham made their mark on the arts 
in Virginia’s Blue Ridge. Upon 
moving to Roanoke, their chil-
dren became involved in various 
organizations, and  the  Bing-
hams  brought their keen lead-
ership, generous  spirits, and 

innovative thinking to  these or-
ganizations. For the Southwest 
Virginia Ballet, Shelby created a 
“Backstage Committee,” which 
has become a signifi cant fundrais-
ing component of the ballet. She 
served on the company’s Board 
of Directors and  received its 
Volunteer of the Year award.  Ja-
son’s  tenure in Roanoke has in-
cluded service on Mill Mountain 
Th eatre’s Board of Directors. 
He was part of a small core of 
board members who labored for 
four years to take the nonprofi t 
theatre from overburdened by 
operating debt to a sustainable 
new business model.  Th e  Bing-
hams did whatever it took to put 
the theatre back on track. Th e 
investment in their children’s fu-
tures was the motivation for their 
incredible gifts of energy and re-
sources to the arts in our region.  

During their lives,  Don and 
Barbara Smith  worked tirelessly 
and generously to support the 
arts and culture in Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge. Th eir support was legend-
ary, both fi nancially and through 
their hands-on leadership. Don 
served on more than 25 local, 
regional and national boards, in-
cluding Center in the Square, the 
Jeff erson Center, Mill Mountain 
Th eatre, the Roanoke Sympho-
ny, and the Virginia Foundation 
for Arts and Sciences. He was 
awarded the Key to the City of 

All of the Kendig Awards winners. 

President Maxey, Laxey Leonard and Talia Logan of Olin Galleries. Karen DeBord of Smith Mountain Arts Council.

Virginia growers are putting mushrooms on the map
Virginia might not be 

known for its mushrooms, 
but they’re becoming in-
creasingly popular as more 
growers and consumers 
venture into the world of 
fungi.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s 2017 Census of 
Agriculture, 41 Virginia 
farms grow mushrooms, 
accounting for about 
$761,000 in sales. While 
that’s a tiny portion of 
Virginia’s overall agri-
cultural portfolio, farm-
ers like Matthew Reiss of 
Gnomestead Hollow Farm 
and Forage are working to 
encourage more interest.

“It’s gained a lot of trac-

tion,” Reiss said. “A lot 
more people are growing. 
A lot more people are for-
aging, especially since the 
pandemic. Mushroom cul-
ture is thriving.”

Depending on the sea-
son, Reiss grows anywhere 
from fi ve to 15 mush-
room varieties that he sells 
at farmers markets and to 
retail stores in Floyd, Roa-
noke, Blacksburg and Win-
ston-Salem, N.C. He also 
has a solid restaurant clien-
tele, and noted that people 
enjoy mushrooms’ variety 
of unique, earthy fl avors.

“People think ‘earthy’ 
tastes like dirt, but it 
doesn’t,” he said. “Some 
have this really nice, deep 

umami fl avor like the shii-
take. Oysters have a deli-
cate, nutty fl avor that in-
tensifi es when you sauté or 
roast them.”

Lion’s mane, with their 
slight seafood essence, 
work well for faux crab 
cakes. Reishi mushrooms, 
Reiss said, are bitter and 
are sometimes made into 
teas with ginger and honey.

Paul and Katie Scho-
fi eld’s Schofi eld Farm is 
one of the largest mush-
room-growing operations 
in Virginia. Th e couple 
raises and harvests around 
600 pounds of mush-

rooms each week - oysters, 
shiitake, lion’s mane and 
maitake - that they sell to 
farmers markets, Commu-
nity Supported Agricul-
ture farms and restaurants 
around Richmond and 
Colonial Heights.

Paul explained that 
when growing mush-
rooms, “you need the right 
humidity and temperature 
range. Blue oysters like 
it cooler. Shiitake like it 
a little bit warmer. Lion’s 
mane likes it kind of cool, 
but not cold.”

Both Reiss and Scho-
fi eld mix their own sub-

strate - typically consist-
ing of sawdust and wheat 
bran - that acts as growing 
media for fungi. Once the 
substrate is inoculated 
with spores, the mycelium 
- the vegetative part of 
fungi - establishes and the 
fruiting begins. 

“Th e lion’s mane grows 
slowly,” Schofi eld ex-
plained. “Once it starts 
fruiting, it’ll be seven days 
before they can be har-
vested.”

Bright yellow oysters, 

on the other hand, take 
about three days to grow, 
he added.

In addition to unique 
fl avors, mushrooms are 
packed with health ben-
efi ts. From antibacterial 
and antiviral properties to 
boosts for immune, heart 
and brain health, they’re 
also “full of vitamin D, 
full of protein and seleni-
um,” Katie Schofi eld said.

-Submitted by 
Katie Schofield 

See Kendig, page 6
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OPINION

What I learned working in a 
public library by Sam Parker

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 

It would start with a 
distant rumble, just as 
the clocks struck three, 
then rise to a thun-
der of footsteps as the 
doors burst open and the 
whirlwind of small bod-
ies blew in.

Colour-in sheets 
thrown into the air like 
confetti. Computer 
chairs ridden like bum-
per cars. The quiet of 
lunchtime replaced by 
the afterschool din, as at 
the far end of the library, 
the elders glancing up 
wearily from their news-
papers half-annoyed and 
half-amused at their 
shattered peace. 

It didn’t look like 
much from the outside. 
But Newbiggin Hall 
Library in Newcastle, 
where I worked for four 
years, had a certain 
charm once you stepped 
in. Long and low, it had 
a glass atrium in the 

centre that on a good 
day bathed the shelves 
in dusty light. Karen, 
Debbie and Janice, the 
three senior librarians I 
worked under, created 
wall and table displays to 
keep the place interest-
ing: Catherine Cookson 
for Valentine’s Day, Ste-
phen King at Halloween, 
books about the wartime 
on Remembrance Day. 

Crucially, it was warm 
and safe and open dur-
ing the evenings and 
weekends. One of the 
things I learned during 
my time as a librarian 
(or Information Assis-
tant, to give my proper 
title) was the importance 
of having public places 
people can access out-
side ‘office hours’. For 
the kids, we were free 
afterschool childcare un-
til their parents finished 
work; for the elderly, 
often already queuing 
behind the shutters at 
9am on Saturday, a re-
liable source of human 
contact.

How often do you see 
both groups in the same 
place at once, not oc-

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

cupying separate reali-
ties but actually talking 
to one another, perhaps 
next to a wall display 
about rationing and 
spitfires? How often do 
you hear an old person 
saying to a passing, cu-
rious child they’ve never 
met before her name was 
Anne Frank?

One afternoon, a 
young mum walked in 
who was very distressed. 
Debbie took her to a qui-
et corner and listened. 
I don’t know what was 
said between them, but 
half an hour later Debbie 
had her sat a computer 
smiling and printing off 
pictures from Facebook. 
I’m certain neither of 
them glanced at a book 
the whole time. What-
ever temporary role we 
were asked to play – 
counsellor, childminder, 
family tree researcher – 
Debbie would shrug and 
smile and say “it’s their 
library” as though that 
explained everything, 
and it did.

My favourite custom-
er would walk in every 
Saturday morning slow-
ly dragging a shopping 
trolley full of audiobook 
cassettes, which back 

then were inexplicably 
the size of shoeboxes. 
She had a voracious ap-
petite for what we po-
litely referred to as ‘ro-
mance’, and being deep 
into her eighties, was – 
in her own words – blind 
as a bat. Our ritual was 
to walk arm-in-arm over 
to the Mills and Boons 
section, where I would 
systematically shout out 
the saucy synopsis on an 
eternal quest to find a 
title she hadn’t borrowed 
before or, more realisti-
cally, had forgotten. 

“‘Liberty has every-
thing: the mansion, 
the sports car, the dia-
mond rings. But when 
smouldering stable-hand 
Marcus shows up at her 
estate, a roll in the hay 
turns into–’”

“HAD THAT ONE, 
SON!” 

And on we’d go.
Another older visitor 

found out I was study-
ing literature at univer-
sity and, because she had 
been an English teacher 
herself before retiring, 
started coming in each 
week with a poem or a 
book review or a literary 
essay she’d printed off 
on her home computer. 

We’d spend half an hour 
or so debating the mer-
its of various writers as I 
stamped late books and 
repaired old spines (an-
other lesson from my 
time in libraries: the 
awesome, multifaceted 
power of masking tape). 

None of these people 
- the kids with nowhere 
to go, the mums in need 
of relief, the older peo-
ple who wanted to be 
listened to - would have 
made much of a dent on 
the official record of na-
tionwide book lending, 
which like much else 
analogue declined with 
the onset of the internet 
age. This singular statis-
tic was one of the main 
justifications for put-
ting public libraries on 
the chopping block in 
the early days of David 
Cameron’s ‘new auster-
ity’ – briefly rebranded 
‘The Big Society’ – in 
2010. Between that year 
and 2019, more than 
800 local libraries closed 
down, 17 percent of all 
the ones we had.

I suppose the point 
I’m making – the thing 
I learned – about librar-
ies is that they’re not re-
ally bricks, mortar and 

books at all, but spaces 
created for people who 
want to learn something: 
whether that’s the plot 
of the latest Jilly Cooper 
or just how other people 
in their community are 
thinking and feeling. 
Perhaps most impor-
tantly, they’re one of the 
only places left people 
can congregate without 
feeling pressured to buy 
something. Communal 
spaces that aren’t trans-
actional by nature create 
a different atmosphere, 
engender a different 
kind of conversation. 
Libraries are our secu-
lar churches, our indoor 
parks, where people can 
find something useful 
regardless of class, age or 
how much money is in 
their bank account.

When I left Newbig-
gin Hall in 2010, plans 
to close its doors and re-
place the building with 
a much smaller lending 
space, staffed by super-
market-style self-service 
machines, was taking 
shape. This marked the 
residents out as among 
the lucky ones: for thou-
sands of other people 

See Library, page 5
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 a.m., 
Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. Rev. 
Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Wor-
ship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, 
Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Worship 
at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on second 
Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-8:00PM. 
Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices also available. 
www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. Church 
phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 11:00AM and 
6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 7:00PM, Reform-
ers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

Sheldon Cosma, Senior Minister, 282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-
5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 10:45 A.M. 
Traditional Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Sunday night adult 
Bible study at 7 P.M.; Sunday Night Youth Bible study (6-12) at 6:30 
P.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 5:30 P.M. for K-5; If you need a 
ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 
864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Contact person: Panco Cantley, 864-5035, 118 Main Street, New Cas-
tle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., 
Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN
Jay and Joy Ezelle offer a variety of services through their fitness facility and non-
profit initiative.

New E3 Fitness Center off ers group 
class, personal training and more

Jay Ezelle met his best friend 
Joy in August 2007 when he 
was studying at Columbia In-
ternational University. In ad-
dition to a love of Christ, the 
two also quickly bonded over 
other shared interests such as 
fi tness and helping the less for-
tunate.

If a time traveler had told 
Jay in 2007 that in 14 years, 
not only would he be happily 
married to Joy, but they would 
share four children, he certain-
ly would not have been sur-
prised. “It was pretty obvious 
early on that there was some-
thing special about her. I could 
not have asked for a better life 
partner,” he said.

While Jay is originally from 

South Carolina, Joy is from 
Troutville, Virginia. After 
graduating from Columbia 
International University, Jay 
furthered his education by 
studying Christian Leadership 
at Liberty University. After 
college, he accepted a youth 
pastor position in the Roanoke 
Valley before starting a career 
in law enforcement. Shortly 
thereafter, Joy was hired as a 
Special Education Coordina-
tor at the Blue Ridge Autism 
and Achievement Center.

Although he had a deep 
passion and greatly enjoyed 
working as a full-time law en-
forcement offi  cer, Jay always 
dreamed of owning a gym and 
starting a non-profi t. Th at as-
piration became a reality on 
October 2 when E3 Fitness at 
2646 West Main Street had its 

grand opening. Among those 
present were Jay’s parents who 
said they couldn’t be prouder 
of what their son has accom-
plished. 

Open to all Roanoke Val-
ley residents, inside the fi t-
ness center are jump ropes, 
dumbbells, stationary bikes 
and much more. If not quite at 
the rope-climbing level, move-
ment modifi cations are avail-
able to everyone. “We  fi rmly 
believe that as a society that 
if we take better care of our 
health, our health will lead to 
better mental health,  because 
they are directly connected,” 
Jay said. 

Added Joy, “As we see it, if 
we can help one adult or par-
ent to better health and fi tness, 
that may lead to more fam-
ily dinners around the table, 

which has a plethora of bene-
fi ts, but at the core, a more con-
nected family unit, and that is 
what  changes the community 
and the world.” 

Th e Ezelle’s, both 32, say 
their previous places of em-
ployment prepared them for 
this endeavor. “Embracing 
people for their past, encour-
aging them in their today and 
equipping them for a better 
tomorrow is what propels us 
forward,” they said.

Community based fi tness  is 
only part of E3 Fitness’ mis-
sion. “Th e family of E3 Fitness 
knows that there will be  op-
portunities often to actively 
serve the needy and homeless. 
As part of this family, though 
never mandated, we expect 
people to show up and be the 
hands and feet of Jesus along-

side of us,” said Jay.
Explaining further, Joy 

continued, “Another way in-
terested individuals can make 
a diff erence is to give a one-
time gift or become a monthly 
contributor to our 501C3, the 
E3 Initiative, where funds are 
used to help further the vision 
and mission of the Initiative, 
serving both the needy and 
homeless.” 

Jay and Joy, who moved to 
Salem in 2017, are the proud 
parents of Cohen, fi ve, Hadley, 
four, and Tryce, one. In April, 
they are expecting their fourth 
child. 

More information, includ-
ing costs of classes and ad-
ditional resources, can be 
found  on their social media 
pages and  at  e3fi tnesssalem.
com. 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Jay and Joy surrounded by family and friends who have supported their vision since 
day one.

Radford student Anita Budhathoki working out. Jay says he’s in awe of just how talented his children are.

across the UK, local libraries 
have gone the ways of pubs 
and social clubs, bingo halls 
and youth centres; communi-
ty hubs that never quite made 
enough money, replaced by… 

what exactly? There’s an ac-
count I follow on TikTok, run 
by an elderly man who shares 
videos of his lunch every day. 
Each new clip fills up with 
kind and encouraging com-

ments from younger users. I 
find this inter-generational 
warmth heartening, but also 
sad:  we had places for this, 
and we’ve let so many of them 
fall away.

But all is not lost. Many li-
braries not only survive, but 
thrive. Libraries Week started in 
1958 and, like the institutions 
it celebrates, has seen off  plenty 
of threats in that time – most 

recently Covid. Over the past 
18 months library staff , like 
many public sector and small 
business workers, have adapted 
brilliantly to help keep their lo-
cal communities together.

Library from page 4
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Roanoke. Barbara  wrote 
poetry and loved music and 
theatre. In honor of their 
charitable  spirits, the  Don 

Kendig from page 3

Trophy Bucks from page 1

and Barbara Smith Kids 
Square Museum in Center 
in the Square  was dedi-
cated to them. Th eir fi ve 
children have followed in 
their parents’ footsteps and 
are givers to the commu-
nity themselves. Grand-
children are now becoming 
involved in giving back to 
the community as well. 
Some of them have chosen 
or are studying for careers 
in the fi ne arts or perform-
ing arts.

Named for the late Perry 
F. Kendig, who served as 
president of Roanoke Col-

lege and was an avid sup-
porter and patron of the 
arts, the Kendig Awards 
program was established 
in 1985 and presented an-
nually by the Arts Council 
of the Blue Ridge through 
2012. Hollins and Roa-
noke College fi rst part-
nered the following year to 
bestow the honors. Ken-
dig’s sons Bill and John at-
tended  the event to repre-
sent the Kendig family.  

- Submitted by Roanoke 
College Marketing 

Department

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The Big Buck archery score winner from Blacksburg was Austin Dowdy.  Gabby Smelser from Bedford County was the Women’s Big Buck score winner. 

The Youth score winner was Dalton Coffey who is from Amherst County. 

Big Buck scorer Wayne Cox enjoyed his task of scoring all the buckhorns that were 
brought to him for the contest. Others enjoyed admiring them as he did his job with 
accuracy and care. 

(Firearms), 105 without 
spread (Archery) and 75 
(shed antler). 

A $100 gift certifi cate 
was given to the overall top-
scoring buck.

“Th e Buckmasters scor-
ing system truly focuses on 
giving credit to the buck for 
every inch it grows,” Phillips 

said. 
Th e offi  cial scorers - An-

ders Blixt from Eastern Vir-
ginia and Wayne Cox from 
North Carolina – enjoyed 
the day’s event as much as 
the hunters entering. 

“It was a fantastic turn-
out,” Phillips noted. “Some 
of the greatest bucks Virgin-

ia has every seen and a lot of 
the public showed up to see 
those bucks.” 

Th e top place winners 
from Star City Whitetails/
Buckmaster scoring event 
were: 

•Tom Harvey – men’s 
and was the overall cham-
pion with a score of 230 3/8 

from Campbell County
•Gabby Smelser – wom-

en’s top honors with a score 
of 171 6/8 from Bedford 
County

•Dalton Coff ey – youth 
division with a score of 137 
2/8 from Amherst County

•Austin Dowdy – ar-
chery division with a score 
of 176 4/8 from Blacks-
burg

“We had over 100 hunt-
ers and plenty of hunting 

patrons showed up as well,” 
Phillips said. “Many of 
the bucks qualifi ed for the 
Buckmasters trophy record 
book.” 

Matt Volk and Sports-
mans Warehouse donated 
gift certifi cates to the men’s, 
women’s youth and archery 
as well as an overall cham-
pion to the highest-scoring 
buck.

“Congratulations to 
each of you as well as all 

the others that showed up,” 
Phillips shared. “We had 
a great time hanging out, 
talking hunting, making 
new friends and seeing the 
greatest bucks that Virginia 
has to off er.”

He added, “Maybe this 
is something that we will 
continue to do annually be-
cause of the great turnout. 
If we do so next year, we 
hope to see even more great 
bucks for the scoring.”

Governor Northam breaks ground on 
$300 million project to widen Route 58

~ Investments in infra-
structure continue to make 
the Commonwealth safer ~

Governor Ralph 
Northam recently broke 
ground on a $300 mil-
lion project to widen 
7.4 miles of Route 58. 
Th e groundbreaking is 
the next phase of a larger 
project to create a contin-
uous four-lane highway 
between Virginia Beach 
and Interstate 77.

Th e groundbreak-
ing ceremony was held 
at Fred Clifton Park in 

Meadows of Dan at an 
overlook near Route 58.

“Route 58 is a vital 
road for locals, tourists, 
and commercial traf-
fi c, connecting southern 
Virginia from the beach 
to the mountains,”  said 
Governor Northam. “By 
widening this key section, 
the project will open up 
this part of Southwest 
Virginia to faster, safer 
travel and more econom-
ic investment.”

Th is project is a part 
of the U.S. Route 58 
Corridor Development 

Program. It was enacted 
by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 1989 to en-
hance economic growth 
potential and provide an 
adequate, modern, safe, 
and effi  cient highway 
system along Virginia’s 
southern boundary. 

“Every year, thousands 
of commuters, travelers, 
and truckers take Route 
58 as they travel along our 
Commonwealth’s south-
ern border,”  said  Secre-
tary of Transportation 
Shannon Valentine. “Th is 
project represents a con-

tinuation of a multi-de-
cade investment in the 
people and communities 
of Rural and Southwest 
Virginia.”

Th e project will ad-
dress the safety challenges 
caused by the steep angles 
and winding curves that 
drivers encounter on Lov-
ers Leap Mountain.  Th is 
two-lane section of Route 
58 currently is restricted 
to tractor trailers. Th is re-
striction will be removed 
once the improvements 
are completed. 

Th e widening of Route 
58 is being completed 
under an agreement be-
tween the Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion and Branch Civil 
Inc. Th e agreement is in 
accordance with the Pub-
lic Private Transportation 
Act, which allows pri-
vate entities to propose 
innovative solutions for 
designing, constructing, 
and fi nancing transporta-
tion projects.

“Once the General As-
sembly prioritized fund-
ing for the project, the 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation and our 
partner Branch Civil used 
an innovative progressive 
design-build approach 
to refi ne the design and 
advance the project to 

construction,” said Com-
missioner of Highways 
Stephen Brich. “Th is was 
the fi rst time this con-
tracting style was used in 
Virginia and supported a 
new level of engagement 
between the Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion and our contracting 
partner.”

Th e project starts a 
quarter mile west of the 
Poor Farmers Farm store 
in Vesta and continues 
7.4 miles eastward. Th e 
work on the expansion 
will end when it connects 
to the existing four-lane 
section of the Route 58 
Stuart Bypass.

Th e construction on 
Route 58 will include 
widening the road to 
four lanes, improving 
alignments and grades, 
expanding the shoulders, 
adding turn lanes at all 
secondary road connec-
tions, and enhancing the 
Lovers Leap Overlook. In 
addition, brake check ar-
eas and escape ramps for 
trucks will be added.

Th e mountainous ter-
rain and amount of ex-
cavation required make 
this project a signifi cant 
amount of work.  More 
than 10 million cubic 
yards of soil and rock on 
Lovers Leap Mountain 

will need to be excavated 
at elevations that range 
between 1,300 and 3,000 
feet.

“Since representing 
Patrick County in the 
House of Delegates, I 
have fought hard for 
the widening of Route 
58 from Stuart to In-
terstate 77, prioritizing 
through Lovers Leap, by 
successfully introduc-
ing legislation to widen 
Route 58,”  said Dele-
gate Charles Poindexter. 
“Since all the construc-
tion and environmental 
studies have now con-
cluded, construction for 
this much needed project 
can now begin. I am ex-
cited for Patrick County, 
our region, and the ex-
panded opportunities for 
the enhanced movement 
of imports and exports 
through the Port of Vir-
ginia.”

Th ere are two addi-
tional projects to widen 
Route 58 between Virgin-
ia Beach and I-77. Th ese 
include projects at Vesta 
(four miles) and Crooked 
Oak (7.2 miles). 

Submitted by 
Alena Yarmosky, 

Office of the Governor
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Legacy Auction Of Virginia LLC
Estate Auction of Richard and Connie Watson

Date: Saturday October 16, 2021
Rain Date: October 23

Location: 5561 Craig Valley Dr. New Castle VA. 24127
Registration begins at 8:30 AM         Sales Starts at 10:00 AM
Directions:  From Salem Rt. 311 North towards New Castle

From Blacksburg Rt. 42 East to New Castle then Right on 311        
Watch for signs

Antiques & Collectables:   59”x31” SUPER HATCHER With Trays & 
Hatching Thermometer; Series 125(1955) Cigarette Stamps 10 Sheets 
@100 per sheet; “Gone With The Wind” style Electric Lamps;  Letter Balance 
With Weights;  Ruby Red Glass; Oil Lamps; Shawnee; Kitchen Stool; Anchor 
Hocking Egg Dish; Pyrex; Handheld Kitchen Appliances; Brass Ducks, Sea 
Shells, Bookends, Bed Warmer, Candle Holders; Door Knockers  & Other 
Items; Pink Phone; Pink & Green Glass; “Sea” Shells; Pink Depression 
Glass; Soup Tureen; Eye Glasses; Wooden Thread Spools; Mini Wood Cook 
Stove; Cast Iron Bull Dog Bank; Post Cards; Pocket Knife “RCA Tubes”; 
Indiana Glass Crystal; Miniature Items; Pink Franciscan Crystal Cabaret 
Goblets; Cigar Boxes; English Bone China; Ledgers from 1869 Forward; 
Floating Dairy Thermometer; Incolay Stone Boxes; Buck Saw; Vintage Childs 
Tricycle; 2qt. Oil Can; Lunch Box; Metal Dollhouse With Shed; Humpback 
Trunk; Secretary/Bookshelf; 2 Feed Dolly(s); Horse Drawn Superior P42 
Planter/Cultivator, Plow; Push Plow & Cultivator; Corn Planter; 10 Lots of 
Postcards Including Military & Virginia; 78 Records;  Wagnerware Magnalite; 
Jade Juicer; 2 Lefton Mustache Cups; JFK Life & Look Magazines; Grinding 
Stones; Esso 120lb. Grease Can; Metal 4 Dozen Egg Crate With Inserts; 
Chick Crate; Sad Irons; Metal Quart Milk Crate; Ice Tongs; Early Car or 
Buggy Steps; Horse Hanes
Yard & Garden:  Heavy Duty Water Hose; Posthole Diggers & Bar; Metal 
Water Cans; Craftsman Yard Vac/Chipper/Shredder; Vintage Front-tine Tiller; 
(2) Wrought Iron Lounge Chairs & Settee; Hammock; Cane Hook; Tomato 
Cages;  Home & Boat Fuel Cans; Concrete Planters; Planter Stands;  Several 
Trash Cans; 2’x6’ Work Bench; Dozer Grease Pump; Craftsman Bench 
Grinder; Patio Umbrella; Electric Hedge Trimmer; McCulloch Chain Saw
Household Items:  Buffet With Matching Sidebar; Dining Room Table with 
4 levees; King Size Brass Bed; Twin Beds; Full and King Beds; Bunk Beds;  
Sofa; End Table(s);  Several Dressers & Chest Of Drawers;  Small Kitchen 
Appliances; Assorted Bookends; Floor & Table Lamps; Danburry Clock; 
Picture Frames;  Stoneware Bowls; Covered Cake Dish; Pineapple Corer; 
Decanters; Berry Bowles; Corning Ware w/ Lids; Drop Leaf Table; Magazine 
Rack; Footstool; Crystal Lamp; Pictures, Wall Art & Frames; Coffee Table 
With Matching End Tables; Jewelry Armoire & Boxes; Coasters; Trivets; 
Placemats; 8 Plates With Desert Cups; 16 Goblets; Small Footstools; Metal 
TV Trays; Marble Top Table; Night Stands; 8 Commemorative Plates; Singer 
“Slant O Matic Sewing Machine With Attachments; Card Table; Afghans; 
Sewing Machine Chair w/ Compartment; Platters; Serving Trays; Marble Lazy 
Suzan; 40x20 Metal Wardrobe; (3) Blue Enamel Canners; (2) Entertainment 
Centers; Floor Speakers; File Cabinet(s); Night Stand; Electric Range; 
Microwave; Records; 15+ Cases of Books; Prints & Paintings
Miscellaneous Items:  2 Western Saddles; 50 “The White House” Christmas 
Ornaments 1982 - 2015; Crochet, Sewing & Crafting Supplies; Buttons;  
Assorted Stationary & Of  ce Supplies; Handicap Equipment; Camera 
Tripod; Projection Screen; Cast Iron Boot Jack;  Vintage Evening Gloves, 
Hankies & Ladies Hats; Framed Magna Carta, Declaration Of Independence; 
Several Wood Stoves & Fireplace Insert;  Block Wire; (4) 15” Chrome Ford 
Rims; Weight Bench & 3 Sets Weights; 11 Bags Ground Limestone; Car 
Roof Mounts; 2 Retractable Clothes Lines; (2) Snow Skis & Poles; Guttering 
& Assorted Hardware; Gutter Netting;  Ammo Can; Bee Smokers; Vintage 
Tennis Rackets; Roller Skates; 2 Extra Large Mail Boxes

Auctioneers:  Alvin Hodge, VAAL #3944; Wanda Looney # 2544; 
Sonny Huffman VAAL #3363

(Licensed, bonded and insured)         Phone 540-765-7181
Terms of Sale:  NO Buyers Premium – ID required.

 Cash or good checks only           VA sales tax collected 
Refreshments available by Sherry Crowder             Facilities provided

Bring a chair, bring a  friend and come spend the day. 
 Previews provided on day of sale

  For pictures look us up on Facebook or Auction Zip # 26896
Announcements made day of sale take priority over any written 

or advertised material

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

6243_A

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call: 

1-833-657-1636
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/vapress

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.  
I understand I have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. 
(MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a 
complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your 
insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, 
L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; L030VA, L035VA, 
L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall sur-
round. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other re-
strictions may apply. This offer expires Dec  31, 2021. Each dealership is inde-

customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Treasury’s Unclaimed Property 
Program returns millions to 
rightful owners every year!

Virginia Department of the Treasury

What is unclaimed property?
Inactive or dormant accounts from stocks, dividends, 

customer refunds or credits, uncashed checks, 
safe deposit box contents, bank accounts, 

insurance policy proceeds, etc.

Go to our free website today to search 
and start the claim process for your 

unclaimed property.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

RECRUITMENT

Orange County Public 
Schools Employment Op-
portunities: Nurse, Food 
Service Worker, Bus Driv-
er, Elementary Teacher, 
Gifted & Talented Teacher, 
Substitute Teacher. Please 
apply @ www.ocss-va.org.

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-

one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974.

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please 
review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21

From beautiful wedding cake flowers that cascade all 
the way down to a John Deere field complete with a 
fence, cows, calves, a hay baler, hay bales and even 
a man on a tractor, creator Dawn Perkey can come up 
with whatever you want, as she enjoys her hobby. 

today’s actions will impact 
the county for many years to 
come. 

Participants can comment 
on issues and trends in their 
communities. 

Th e meetings will include 
input exercises for land use, 
housing, natural and cultural 
resources, transportation, and 
community facilities. Staff  
will share information about 
current conditions and local 
projects. 

Anyone who prefers a 
virtual option is invited to 
give input via the website at 
www.RoanokeCountyVA.
gov/200Plan. 

Th e community meetings 
will be held from 4 to 8 p.m., 
with two additional meet-
ings held in north and south 
county to address countywide 
topics. CORTRAN service is 
available for these meetings. 

Th e meeting exercises and 
a survey will be available on-
line starting on the meeting 
date and through the end of 
November.

Information about each 
community planning area will 
be available online two weeks 

Cakery from page 1 Be sure to ‘Like’ the New 
Castle Record on Facebook.

before the meeting is held. In 
addition, staff  are available to 
speak or make presentations 
to groups about the 200 Plan 
upon request. 

More information about 
the Roanoke County 200 

Plan and upcoming meet-
ings can be found online at 
https://www.roanokecoun-
tyva.gov/200plan . Sign up 
for the email list to stay in the 
loop about meeting updates 
and input opportunities.

Roanoke College’s Calendar 
of Events for the fall

Roanoke College continues to off er com-
munity events through virtual and in-per-
son participation. Th e Fall 2021 event top-
ics include political and economic analysis, 
exploration of science and race; as well as 
leadership, art and more. Th ese events are 
free, unless otherwise noted, and are open 
to the public. Events with an asterisk (*) re-
quire advanced registration and/or tickets. 
Interested individuals who would like to 
receive event-related emails from the college 
can contact rcevents@roanoke.edu and put 
“Event Mailing List” in the subject line.

Based upon recommendations from 
the  CDC  and because of  COVID-19 
surges in our region and across the coun-
try, Roanoke College will require everyone 
on campus to wear a mask in indoor set-
tings through September. Please note that 
the College continues to closely monitor 
COVID-19 cases in our region  and may 
need to adjust, postpone, change to virtual 
events when possible,  or cancel in-person 
and on-campus events to ensure the health 
and safety of our Maroon community. Full 
event details, including virtual access and 
ticket requirements, are available at  www.
roanoke.edu/events.

NOVEMBER 
Fowler Public Aff airs Lecture Series Pres-

ents: Writer, Leonard Pitts, Jr.
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 7:30 p.m.
Roanoke College, Bast Center* and Vir-

tual*
Award-winning author and columnist 

Leonard Pitts has seen change in his 43-year 
career. He has written about it as a colum-

nist and author. He has spoken about it 
as a college professor, radio producer and 
lecturer. Travis Smiley refers to Pitts as “the 
most insightful and inspiring columnist 
of his generation.” Pitts is the recipient of 
numerous awards including: Pulitzer Prize, 
three-time National Association of Black 
Journalists Award of Excellence and 2008 
Journalist of the Year, as well as the National 
Society of Newspaper Columnists Award 
Columnist of the Year, Distinguished Ser-
vice to Journalism Award and many more. 
Pitts has taught at numerous institutions 
of higher education, including Princeton 
where he taught a course about race.

Pitts’ latest novel,  Th e Last Th ing You 
Surrender about race, faith and World War 
II, will be available for purchase and auto-
graph at the event.

*Complimentary tickets are required 
and available online or at the Colket Cen-
ter information desk beginning October 1. 
Virtual participants are required to register 
at www.roanoke.edu/events.

Art Exhibit & Opening Reception fea-
turing Dorothy Gillespie

Friday, November 5, 2021 6:00-8:00 
p.m.

Olin Hall, Smoyer Gallery*
Dorothy Gillespie (1920-2012), born in 

Roanoke, Virginia, was an American artist 
and sculptor who became known for her 
large and colorful abstract metal sculptures. 
Th e exhibition celebrates the 100th  anni-
versary of the artist, by featuring works from 
her private collection. Th e works represent 
ove
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To place 
your ad,

call 
389-9355

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

ADVERTISE!

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355
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Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Yard Sale 

Garage Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use Happy Jack® 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Looking for  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

PUBLIC ONLINE 
AUCTION 

lockerfox.com.

www.lockerfox.com/storage-
auctions/us/

Legals - Craig 
County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE 
Walnut Avenue Bicycle 

and Pedestrian 
Accommodations Project 

From: W. Lee Avenue 
To: 1st Street 

Willingness to Hold a 
Public Hearing 

Find out about a proposal

www.vintonva.gov/walnut2

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

Case No. CL21-566 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ003213-14-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ003213-15-00 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 
389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

Honest 

Evaluations
!

Free Tree 
Inspections!

SATISFACTION TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Rockets will host Parry McCluer this Friday

Th e Craig County foot-
ball team will play host to 
Parry McCluer this Friday 
in a big Pioneer District 
football game in New Cas-
tle. Game time is 7 pm at 
Mitchell Field.

Both teams come in at 
2-3 after diff erent results in 
intra-Pioneer District games 
last Friday. Th e Rockets 
dropped a 26-0 decision to 
Eastern Montgomery while 
the Fightin’ Blues beat Nar-
rows, 47-18.

Th is is a big game for the 
Rockets, as the fi rst Virginia 
High School League rank-
ings came out this week 
and the Rockets are ranked 
ninth. Th e top eight teams 
make the playoff s so Craig 
needs some wins to crack 
that elite group. Parry Mc-
Cluer is fi fth ranked and 

East Mont is third after beat-
ing Craig last week. Galax 
and Giles occupy the top 
two spots.

Two Pioneer District 
rivals, Covington and Nar-
rows, are seventh and eighth. 
Craig ends the regular season 
with a home game against 
Narrows and a trip to Cov-
ington so every game will be 
important down the stretch. 
Th e Rockets have also added 
a makeup game for Tuesday, 
October 26, at home against 
Montcalm.

Th is week is also Home-
coming, which can be a dis-
traction for the team if they 
let it. Th e Rockets need to 
have all their attention fo-
cused on Parry McCluer be-
ginning at 7 pm Friday.

“Th ey started out slowly 
but are fi ring on all cylinders 

at the moment,” said Craig 
coach Jim Fisher. “Th ey 
started out in the spread but 
have since changed to a dou-
ble tight I formation. Th ey 
have a big line and play very 
physical. We have to match 
that aggressiveness and play 
physical this week. Th ey 
have a dynamic receiver that 
was WDBJ7's Player of the 
Week last week. Th ey are the 
best team we will have seen 
so far."

Last Friday in New Castle 
the Rockets were without 
two of their better defenders. 
Dylan Crawford was miss-
ing after he was suspended 
for one game due to an  inci-
dent in the Roanoke Catho-
lic game and Bryce Drake 
was out with a knee injury.

“It was a winnable game 
if we played our best and had 

everyone available, but we 
didn't play our best and two 
of our best defenders were 
out,” said Fisher. “Dylan is 
our Alpha and he is critical 
to what we do on both sides 
of the ball. We have some 
guys that can do some of the 
things he does on off ense, 
but we really have not found 
that guy who can take on his 
role defensively. 

“Bryce is our best cover 
corner and a great tackler 
on defense. He also does a 
great job on off ense. Bryce 
and Trevyn Francisco are our 
most elusive runners. Th ey 
are the two with the most 
wiggle. We have power guys 
and faster guys but they are 
the two most likely to make 
someone miss.”

Craig received the open-
ing kickoff  and had a good 

Craig girls are on the road for two volleyball games

The Pioneer District volleyball 
tournament is only two weeks 
away and the Craig County team 
is jockeying for position in the 
standings. The Rockets will play 
two games on the road this week, 
at Narrows on Tuesday and at 
Covington on Thursday.

Craig only had one match last 
week, a three-set loss to Eastern 

Montgomery. The host Mustangs 
took a 25-8, 25-8 and 25-21 win.

Kaylee Stroop led the Rockets 
with 12 assists, three kills, two 
blocks, three aces and four digs as 
she filled up the stat sheet. Han-
nah Caldwell had a team high 
nine kills to go with four digs and 
a block and Annabelle Gregory 
had three kills and 10 digs.

“Th e last game we played aggres-
sively,” said coach Suzanne Craw-
ford. “If we would have played like 
that the entire three games it might 
have been a diff erent outcome. 
East Mont is number one team in 
the district and they are very ag-
gressive when it comes to attack-
ing the ball. Hopefully we will do 
better on the road this week.” 

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Annabelle Gregory makes a save along the back line 
against Mustangs.

Craig County’s Erin Snider receives a serve during a 
match against Eastern Montgomery.

Craig County’s Hannah Caldwell goes up for a spike 
against Eastern Montgomery.

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN
Nathan Fisher(#27) brings down an East Mont ballcarrier. Matthew Lucas(#9) battles on the line.

Sandlot Football teams play at Mitchell Field

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The Craig County sandlot football teams both played at home last Saturday against Alleghany West opponents. The Craig “C” team took a 19-0 win while Alleghany won 
the “B” game. Both teams are scheduled to wrap up the regular season this week. Here Easton Rutter (left) coasts in for a Cougar touchdown for the C team and Braydon 
Jones has the ball and two blockers in the B team game.

Jennifer Fitzpatrick (center) celebrates a Craig County 
score with her teammates on the road against Eastern 
Montgomery.

Cameron Shell picks up yards for the Rockets.

Lucas Taylor(#12) battles for extra yards.
drive going until the Rock-
ets fumbled in East Mont 
territory.

“We played decent on 
defense the fi rst half, only 
giving up seven points, but 
couldn't muster much of-
fense,” said Fisher. “We real-
ly only threatened one other 
time but turned the ball over 
on downs.”

Th e second half was all 
East Mont. Th e Mustangs 
made some good halftime 
adjustments and found 
Craig’s weak spot. 

“Th ey basically ran right 

where Dylan wasn't,” said 
Fisher. “We tried some dif-
ferent kids there but they 
were a bit out of their ele-
ment. We were trying kids 
at defensive end that have 
never played there before...it 
was a lot to ask.”

Fisher is hoping for a bet-
ter result this week against 
a tough Parry McCluer 
bunch.

“We’re looking forward 
to the challenges they pres-
ent,” he said. “We want to 
play our best and see how 
we measure up."


	IMNCR 10.13_p1color
	NCR 10.13_p2
	NCR 10.13_p3
	NCR 10.13_p4
	NCR 10.13_p5
	NCR 10.13_p6
	NCR 10.13_p7
	NCR 10.13_p8
	NCR 10.13_p9
	IMNCR 10.13_p10color

