
Being a servant means posi-
tively impacting a multitude 
of people in a variety of ways. 
Our local Veterans of Foreign 
War understand that statement 
as many did not enter the ser-
vice and go overseas to serve in 
vicious wars voluntarily. Th ey 
were drafted. Still, they served 
with honor and great distinc-
tion. 

One thing about the local 
Veterans of Foreign War in Craig 
County is they’ve continued to 
serve the county in many nu-
merous instances. 

Th eir zeal, not only for our 
country, but our county shows 
just how committed they are to 
making a diff erence. 

Craig Valley VFW Post 4491 
Commander Billy Lee recently 

explained that they “raised ap-
proximately $1,575 for God’s 
Pit Crew to help the victims as 
well as an additional $520 and 
two full carts of food for the 
Craig County Food Bank.” 

He added, “the people in 
Craig are so willing to give.” 

Th roughout 2021, they did 
many projects. Some were an-
nual projects and events while 
others consisted of things like 
helping their community and 
others in diff erent states in a 
time of need. 

Last year, VFW Post 4491 did 
the following:

•Participated in seven funer-
als

•Raised the fl ag at the Me-
morial Day Service and for the 
opening of the Fall Festival

•Paid for all Veterans to enjoy 
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Local Veterans of 4491 continue to 
serve their community and country

The mountains of Craig County always bring beauty during the winter season. 
Barbie Winstead captured this recent landscape of snow from her home.

Snow blankets all of Craig County

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
While people impacted by the tornado disaster figure out their next move, Craig Valley VFW Post 
4491 Commander Billy Lee explained that they raised approximately $1,575 for God’s Pit Crew to help 
the victims as well as an additional $520 and two full carts of food for the Craig County Food Bank.

See Veterans, page 2

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
Young Sophia’s laughter was contagious as she enjoyed the big snow.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Craig Valley VFW Post 4491 recently recognized 
Ethan Martin for earning first place locally and third 
place districtwide, respectively, for the Voice of 
Democracy Contest.

Strong military legacy encourages 
Martin to write powerful essay

Th ere are two annual Veterans of 
Foreign Wars writing contests. One of 
them, the Voice of Democracy, is for 
high school students. 

To participate, interested student’s 
assignment must be an audio-essay. 
Th is year’s theme posed the question, 
“America: Where Do We Go From 
Here?” More than 51,000 students 
participated in last year’s event. State 
winners compete for the top national 
$30,000 scholarship prize. 

Craig Valley’s VFW Post 4491 an-
nually receives submissions from Craig 
County High School students. 

Th is year, Ethan Martin placed fi rst 
locally and third districtwide, respec-
tively. 

Shared Martin, “I chose to write this 
year for two reasons. First, my family 

has a strong military legacy. I have rela-
tives who have been or are currently in 
the Army, Navy and Air Force. I had 
a desire to join the Marine Corps after 
graduation. Unfortunately, I was diag-
nosed with a couple of medical disqual-
ifi ers late last year, which has barred the 
military from ever being in my fu-
ture. Secondly, I wrote because of the 
recent turn of events over the course of 
the last year. I felt it best to write where 
I believe America is heading if certain 
circumstances don’t change. With all 
that has happened, I felt a stronger con-
nection to wanting to join the military 
and have been struggling with how best 
to do that since active duty won’t be the 
way I can serve. I felt it best, then, that 
if I couldn’t protect this country from 
its enemies as an active-duty military 
member, then I would certainly try and 
hope to steer it in the right direction.”

“America: Where Do We Go From 

Here?” was this year’s theme. 
Martin’s response was, “Th e aver-

age age of the world’s great civiliza-
tions has been 200 years. Th ese nations 
have progressed through the following 
sequence: From bondage to spiritual 
faith, from spiritual faith to great cour-
age, from courage to liberty, from lib-
erty to abundance, from abundance 
to selfi shness, from selfi shness to com-
placency, from complacency to apathy, 
from apathy to dependency, from de-
pendency back to bondage.” 

Scottish historian Alexander Tyler 
developed this sequencing as a result 
of his careful study of ancient civiliza-
tions and empires, specifi cally those 
of Greece and Rome. He shared this 
cycle of the rise and fall of the “Greats” 
right about the time a new country 
was born. Th at country? Th e United 

See Legacy, page 2
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Breathe noisily
 5. __ Nui, Easter Island
 9. Reddish browns
11. Simple shoes
13. Produce alcohol 
illegally
15. Home to famed golf 
tournament
16. Tax collector
17. Famous people
19. Urban area
21. Units of syllable weight
22. Pituitary hormone 
(abbr.)
23. Dismounted
25. Actor Damon
26. Vietnamese offensive
27. Retail term
29. Netted
31. Partner to carrots

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Witnesses
34. Caulked
36. Satisfy
38. R&B performer __ Lo
39. Monetary units of 
Macao
41. Give advice, explain
43. Possesses
44. Turn back
46. Gentlemen
48. One who fertilizes
52. Italian monk title (prefi x)
53. Parties
54. Type of horse
56. Cuts in half
57. Raises
58. Expresses contempt or 
disgust
59. Ancient Italian-Greek 
colony

CLUES DOWN
 1. Illinois city
 2. One of the original dis-
ciples chosen by Christ
 3. Young form of a louse
 4. Type of powder
 5. Finger millet
 6. Share a common bound-
ary
 7. Assumed as a fact
 8. Provide clear evidence of
 9. Invests in little enterprises
10. A way to be
11. Monies given in support
12. Fashion accessory
14. Steal
15. Becomes less intense
18. Geological times
20. Hooray!
24. Monetary unit
26. Male reproductive organs

28. Earnings
30. Close by
32. Small integers
34. Fixed in place
35. Used to treat Parkin-
son’s disease
37. Large, imposing 
building
38. A roofl ike shelter
40. Stiff, hairlike 
structure
42. Print errors
43. To show disapproval
45. Body of traditions
47. Without 
49. __ Clapton, musician
50. Dangerous illegal 
drug
51. Infrequent
55. Sound unit
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Be sure to 

‘Like’ the New 

Castle Record 
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Winter storm delivers much-needed moisture to Va. farmland
Dropping over a foot of snow 

in some Virginia localities, an 
early-January storm stole nation-
al headlines and wreaked havoc 
throughout the mid-Atlantic.

Th ough the storm left many 
travelers stranded and hundreds 
of thousands without power in 
Virginia, the plentiful precipita-
tion came at a crucial time for 
the state’s grain farmers.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service December crop report, 
Virginia entered 2022 with “ab-
normally dry to severe drought 
conditions” across the state.

NASS statistics also indicated 

the Lynchburg and Norfolk re-
gions each ended 2021 with pre-
cipitation defi cits of 8.8 inches 
compared to normal annual pre-
cipitation totals. Th e Roanoke 
area recorded a 4.4-inch defi cit, 
and Northern Virginia ended the 
year with a 7.9-inch shortage.

Only parts of Virginia region 
saw above-average precipitation 
last year, with a 2.5-inch surplus.

As small-grain crops begin to 
emerge in some areas of Virginia, 
farmers said the infl ux of mois-
ture came at a pivotal time.

“We’ve been really dry. It was 
one of the driest falls I can re-
member,” said grain producer 
Glenn Dye, who farms in Ap-

pomattox, Fauquier and Staff ord 
counties. “We defi nitely needed 
more moisture for the fall crops 
and some subsoil moisture for 
the spring crops, and the snow 
we got defi nitely helped the 
crops that are in the fi eld.”

Dye, who also serves on 
the Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration Soybean and Feed Grains 
Advisory Committee, skipped 
planting winter wheat this year, 
opting instead to plant rye as a 
cover crop.

Before the Jan. 3 storm, Dye 
said the crop was “hanging on,” 
but he wasn’t sure it would re-
main healthy enough to ben-
efi t the soil for spring planting. 

However, the storm brought be-
tween 8 and 9 inches of snow to 
his Appomattox property and 13 
inches to Staff ord, which allowed 
the crop to rebound.

“(Th e snow and rain) we’ve 
had has been benefi cial,” Dye 
added, noting he and other Vir-
ginia grain farmers saw addition-
al rain and snow on Jan. 6 and 7. 
“Any moisture is a good thing at 
this point.”

Bedford County grain farmer 
W.P. Johnson said he and other 
nearby farmers struggled to plant 
small grains in the fall due to soil 
aridity.

Johnson planted oats and 
wheat, and said he only managed 

to get his seeds deep enough in 
the ground because he recently 
rebuilt his planters’ drill. With 
the benefi t of moisture from the 
Jan. 3 storm - he received four 
inches of wintry mix on his farm 
- each crop is progressing well.

“Th e moisture from the snow 
really pulled out our small grain 
crops and let them emerge, and 
I can actually see what kind of 
stand I have,” he said. “Without 
the snow, I don’t know my emer-
gence would have been what it 
is. We got lucky.”

Submitted by Glenn Dye

MONDAY 
THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 
For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 

visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 
Market Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 

Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/
Craig/Roanoke Farm 
Service Agency County 
Committee meets each 
month at 10 a.m. at the 
Bonsack USDA Service 

Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. 
The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located at 
36 Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 

of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

States of America. If his as-
sertion of time and the order 
in which great civilizations 
rise and fall proves correct, 
America is beyond the 200-
year mark. But where does 
she currently fi nd herself in 
the sequence? Journey with 
me for a few moments as we 
fi nd out and do our best to 
determine where America 
goes from here.

When we look back over 
the course of our nation’s 
building, it seems easy to 
identify moments in time 
associated with the early se-
quences. Pilgrims in Scroo-
by, England, united with 
one another to leave for the 
New World in the hopes 
of worshipping God freely, 
leaving bondage behind and 
exercising spiritual faith. 

Colonists soon realized that 
if they were to maintain 
their religious freedoms, 
they would have to employ 
great courage by fi ghting for 
their God-given, unalien-
able rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
Th ey did this by declaring 
independence from King 
George III and entering into 
a Revolutionary War. 

With their victory se-
cured from Great Britain 
at the close of the war, the 
colonists advanced from 
courage to liberty with the 
creation of a Constitutional 
republic – the fi rst of its kind 
– which held fast that these 
new United States would in-
stitute a government by the 
people and for the people. 
Th is liberty ushered in an 

era of abundance with the 
free exchange of ideas, pro-
motion of creativity and an 
Industrial Revolution. 

Th e United States of 
America was quickly be-
coming the world’s richest 
nation. Regrettably, often 
when a person or nation 
becomes wealthy, selfi sh-
ness follows. For the fi rst 
time since its inception, the 
United States was fi ercely di-
vided, brother pitted against 
brother, in an ugly Civil War 
fought primarily because of 
greed. 

In my mind, the years 
between the Civil War and 
World War II seem to fl uc-
tuate between abundance 
and selfi shness on Tyler’s se-
quencing grid. Th e United 
States has experienced peri-

ods of moral decline, disin-
tegration of family values, 
extreme poverty during the 
Great Depression, but then 
rebounds after stepping in 
to assist allies in two world 
wars. 

Following World War II, 
however, the selfi shness se-
quence appears to run ram-
pant, with entire generations 
of people dubbed as “Me 
Generations.” Th at level of 
arrogance has moved scores 
of people, then, from selfi sh-
ness to complacency. Mer-
riam Webster defi nes com-
placency as “self-satisfaction, 
especially when accompa-
nied by unawareness of ac-
tual dangers or defi ciencies 
when it comes to safety.” 

Tyler asserts that once 
complacency is complete, 

we fall into apathy – a total 
lack of caring or concern. 
“It is what it is.” Th is lack of 
interest ultimately leads to 
dependency. Dependency 
is characterized by needing 
someone or something else 
to provide support or help 
for us. When dependency 
has completed its course, ac-
cording to Tyler, we go back 
to bondage. 

As a student of history, 
I truly believe we currently 
fall somewhere between 
complacency and depen-
dency on Tyler’s sequencing 
scale. And, if that is the case, 
America, where do we go 
from here? United States cit-
izens and patriots are wak-
ing up to where they per-
ceive the country is heading. 
Th ose who were complacent 

or apathetic are rising and 
encouraging others to do 
the same. If we do not alter 
our course and return to the 
Christian principles upon 
which this Constitutional 
republic was founded, our 
end will be just like that of 
other “great” civilizations...
we go back to bondage. 

Martin was awarded a 
gift card and a commenda-
tion certifi cate from VFW 
4491 as well as an award 
from district.

VFW members shared 
that they were honored to 
be able to share this paper 
for district competition. 
“It’s good to still see our kids 
honoring our country,” they 
shared.

Legacy from page 1

a night at a CCHS football game 
•Assisted the Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution in honoring a revolution-
ary war hero

•Hosted Humana Healthcare at their 
Post so people could get answers about 
Social Security

•Hosted the Veterans Center truck at 
their Post for Veterans

•Honored and presented Fireman of 
the Year, Policeman of the Year and EMT 
of the Year

•Honored and presented Teachers 

of the Year in Craig for the elementary, 
middle and high school 

•Allowed Craig County Community 
Church to meet free of charge weekly

•Allowed the Shooting Stars to use the 
Post for free

•Assisted Feeding America and the 
LOA in boxing and loading food for 
Craig residents

•Organized the fi rst Annual Veterans 
picnic for Craig Veterans and their fami-
lies with food, door prizes and games

•Organized a donation drive for recent 

tornado victims
•Organized a donation drive for the 

food bank, including funds and food
•Conducted an honorable fl ag burn-

ing ceremony for the old fl ags of Craig 
County 

•Participated in the New Castle Pa-
rade, leading the occasion with the honor 
guard carrying the fl ags

•Donated $300 to Craig County High 
School sports program

•Donated fi ve handmade quilts to fi ve 
local Veterans

•Gave funds to the VA hospital to pur-
chase presents for patients 

Th ough they are not ones that care 
about having these glorifi ed in any way, it 
just shows that their heartfelt service nev-
er ends. Th e proof of a true people “serv-
ing their country” with heart and soul. 

Th e community of Craig County 
would like to add a special thank-you to 
our Veterans, for your past and present 
service. We honor you as you exemplify 
the defi nition of what a true “citizen” is to 
our community and our country. 

Veterans from page 1
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PHOTOS BY SHAWN NOWLIN 
Throughout each year, every Roanoke Valley American Legion Post gives back to 
the community in a multitude of ways, including free catered dinners for Veterans.
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Serving Craig County
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Last month, the Legion held a coat giveaway for individuals in need.

Members of the American Legion Post usually meet at least once a month.

Holding strong: American Legion Post 
committed to expanding its overall mission

Th e local American Le-
gion Post is doing its best 
to continue its mission of 
enhancing the well-being 
of America’s Veterans, 
their families, the mili-
tary and communities by 
the devotion to mutual 
helpfulness. Th e organiza-
tion is currently looking 
to expand its membership 
and encourages interested 
individuals to give them a 
call. 

Steve Fleming, a former 
US Marine, has been as-
signed the Athletic Direc-
tor for the Legion’s youth 
sports. New blood, he 
said, is always needed for 
any organization to grow.

“I have learned so 
much about the commu-
nity. Had I not joined the 
Legion, there is no way I 
would have understood 
the value of {the area]. I 
love giving back to the 
community and making 

a diff erence. Something as 
simple as a free coat could 
make all the diff erence in 
the world for somebody,” 
Fleming added. 

Formed on March 15, 
1919, the Legion is made 
up of state, U.S. territory 
and overseas departments. 
Historically speaking, the 
American Legion played 
a vital role in the draft-
ing and passing of the 
G.I. Bill, or the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944, which was a law 
that provided a range of 
benefi ts for some of the re-
turning World War II Vet-
erans.  

By lobbying on behalf 
of the interest of Veter-
ans and service members, 
the Legion has been able 
to signifi cantly improve 
pensions and the Veterans 
Health Administration, 
among other things over 
the years. Th e Legion pro-
motes Americanism which 
is an attachment or alle-
giance to the traditions, 

institutions and ideals of 
the United States.

During a gathering last 
December, the Salem Le-
gion hosted a coat give-
away and catered dinner 
for all Veterans.

“Th e coat drive came up 
during our monthly meet-
ing several months ago. As 
a Post, we want to serve 
the community. We have 
never had a coat drive, so 
we tossed the idea around 
and most of the members 
loved it,” Fleming said. “It 
went from a small idea to 
a bomb! Th e Salem VA got 
behind the concept and 
that made a huge diff er-
ence.” 

Long before he ever vol-
unteered for any Roanoke 
Valley Legion, Charles 
Smith says he encouraged 
those around him to give 
back to the less fortunate. 
“Th is is how I see it. Ev-
eryone goes through ad-
versity in life, but every-
one’s adversity is not the 
same. One person think-

ing, ‘I have to budget gro-
ceries to make ends meet’ 
is entirely diff erent from 
someone else saying, ‘I 
hope when I sleep in my 
car tonight, I don’t get at-
tacked.’ Life is about per-
spective. You don’t have to 

have a lot of money to be 
nice to a stranger,” Smith 
explained. 

“We have some amaz-
ing ideas that we’d love 
to bring to the area. I’ve 
personally been working 
behind the scenes to make 

some things happen,” 
Fleming said. “Without 
support from the com-
munity though, it’s almost 
impossible to things done. 
I’m hopeful that more 
people will choose to get 
involved.” 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

DMV makes Virginia’s highways safer with 
new commercial vehicle tire technology
-More than 13,000 unsafe tires removed from I-81 in fi rst year of operation-

Using innovative in-
road sensors, the Vir-
ginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
removed 13,000 unsafe 
tires from commercial 
vehicles traveling on In-
terstate 81 in just one 
year. The technology, 

called Tire Anomaly 
and Classification Sys-
tem (TACS), enables 
weigh station techni-
cians to identify com-
mercial vehicles travel-
ing with flat, missing, 
mismatched or under-
inflated tires and call 

the driver into the sta-
tion to arrange for a re-
pair. 

TACS was installed 
at the Stephens City 
Motor Carrier Service 
Center along Interstate 
81 near Winchester in 
June 2020. An average 
of nearly 1,200 unsafe 
tires are detected each 

month. This year, DMV 
will install the TACS 
technology, produced 
by International Road 
Dynamics Inc., to the 
Troutville Motor Car-
rier Service Center on 
I-81 near Roanoke and 
the Alberta Motor Car-
rier Service Center on 
I-85.

“DMV’s motor car-
rier service centers put 
the most innovative 
technology to work to 
keep truck drivers - and 
all motorists - safe,” said 
Secretary of Transporta-
tion Shannon Valen-
tine. “Bringing TACS 
on board is yet another 
commitment toward 
innovative solutions to 
make the Common-
wealth’s roads safer.”

“Tire blowouts can 
cause serious crashes. By 
detecting unsafe tires, 
most times before a 
truck driver even knows 
there is a problem, we 
can prevent crashes 
from occurring and 
save lives,” said DMV 
Commissioner Richard 
D. Holcomb, the Gov-
ernor’s Highway Safety 

Representative. “The 
hard-working folks at 
DMV’s motor carrier 
service centers take very 
seriously the role they 
play in keeping our 
highways safe; TACS 
gives them another tool 
with which to work.”

DMV operates 13 
permanent motor carri-
er service centers and 12 
mobile crews through-
out the Commonwealth. 
A typical motor carrier 
service center is staffed 
with size and weight 
compliance agents who 
weigh vehicles, collect 
truck data and partner 
with the Virginia State 
Police to issue citations 
for non-compliance.

Submitted by Jessica 
Cowardin 

OBITUARY
Caldwell, 

Phyllis Crowder
Phyllis Crowder 

Caldwell, 94 of New 
Castle, went to be with 
the Lord on Thursday, 
January 13. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents, Rush and Mable 
Crowder; husband, 
James Edward Caldwell; 
and sisters, Gladys 
Trivette and Cordelia Al-
money.

She is survived by 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Paula and Steve Devin-
ney; son, James Caldwell 

(Debbie); and grandson, 
Kyle Caldwell (Lacy).

A Memorial Service 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
on0 Friday, January 21, 
at Paitsel Funeral Home 
with Pastor Danny Kes-
ler offi ciating. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations may 
be made to the New 
Castle United Method-
ist Church, PO Box 13, 
New Castle, VA 24127

Arrangements by Pait-
sel Funeral Home. www.
paitselfh.com
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Books that shaped 2021 by Alice Vincent and Stephen Carlick

From conversation-
starting non-fi ction to 
novels that changed the 
game, here’s a list of books 
that defi ned the past 12 
months.

Every year, a handful of 
books tend to dominate 
the cultural conversation, 
either by capturing the 
world around us or of-
fering the perfect escape 
from it. 

Here we round up ten 
of those very titles, from 
issue-led non-fi ction to 
innovative novels to poet-
ry collections that defi ned 
a moment and helped il-
luminate the future.

Th e Man Who Died 
Twice by Richard Osman

Nobody could have 
predicted the heights that 
Richard Osman’s debut 
novel Th e Th ursday Mys-
tery Club would hit last 
year, but in retrospect, 
it’s hardly a surprise: the 
story, centered on four 
geriatric friends with a 
penchant for unsolved 
murders who are suddenly 
faced with a murder at 
their very own care home, 
sparkled with wit, warmth 
and whimsy. So, it came 
as little surprise when its 
sequel, Th e Man Who 
Died Twice, was released 
this year to immediate 

acclaim and skyrocket-
ing sales. Th is is the book 
that basically invented the 
‘cozy crime’ genre, and its 
accolades are as deserved 
as they are abundant.

Th e Promise by Damon 
Galgut

Th e winner of the year’s 
Booker Prize is always a 
conversation-starter, but 
Damon Galgut’s captivat-
ing 2021 winner makes 
for particularly heady dis-
cussion. In Th e Promise, a 
white South African fam-
ily gathers for the funeral 
of their matriarch, who 
has asked her husband for 
the titular promise: that he 
will vow to hand over part 
of the family property to 
their Black housekeeper, 
Salome. As decades pass 
and it goes unfulfi lled, 
the slowly disintegrates, 
as Galgut unearths ques-
tions of identity, inher-
ited trauma and family, 
all in his tender, attentive 
style. Th is was one of the 
year’s best books before it 
won anything; the Booker 
Prize merely certifi ed it.

Jane’s Patisserie by Jane 
Dunn

Th is year saw the 
emergence of a new bak-
ing star: Jane Dunn. Th e 
28-year-old trained pas-
try chef from Hampshire 
amassed a devoted social 
media audience thanks 
to her deceptively simple 
recipes for mouth-wa-
tering and professional-
looking bakes. Th e re-
lease of Jane’s Patisserie 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Craig County Public Library is at 303 Main Street. 
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in August saw Dunn’s 
compendium of fun and 
Instagram-worthy bakes 
take on a massive new au-
dience; the book became 
an instant bestseller and 
turned Dunn into a TV 
regular. 

Beautiful World, 
Where Are You? by Sally 
Rooney

Was Sally Rooney’s 
third novel perhaps the 
most anticipated of the 
year? With a marketing 
campaign that spread 
from tiny proofs to entire 
buildings painted with 
the cover and blanket re-
view coverage, it was dif-
fi cult not to suspect that 
Rooney’s character – a 
novelist hiding out in 
coastal Ireland from sud-
den fame – was somewhat 
drawn from experience. 
Beautiful World, Where 
Are You? examines how 
relationships can exist in 
an increasingly fractured 
world, a theme that is 
all the more pertinent in 
light of the pandemic.

Th e Transgender Issue 
by Shon Faye

Somehow, debate still 
rages on in the media 
about trans people, as 
though their very exis-
tence is controversial and 
worthy of handwringing. 
Here, activist, journal-
ist and author Shon Faye 
cuts through the rubbish, 
playing on media hysteria 
with her book’s title, Th e 
Transgender Issue, and 
discussing the realities of 

trans life, giving urgent 
voice to the real issues 
standing in the way of 
trans liberation – and by 
extension, liberation for 
all marginalized people. 
Faye’s book is a landmark 
work, one that ignited 
important conversations 
in 2021.

Peter 2.0 by Peter 
Scott-Morgan

AI is no longer the stuff  
of sci-fi : every time our 
phone unlocks through 
facial recognition, or we 
ask Alexa to put the radio 
on, we’re using it. But that 
doesn’t mean Peter Scott-
Morgan’s searingly human 
desire to use cutting-edge 
technology to survive a 
Motor Neuron Disease 
diagnosis is any less than 
remarkable. Scientist 
Scott-Morgan details the 
brave and untrodden path 
to a new, cyborg-like life 
thanks to robotics and ar-
tifi cial intelligence in this 
incredible memoir, which 
proves that the future is 
closer than we think.

Empireland: How Im-
perialism Has Shaped 
Modern Britain by Sath-
nam Sanghera

No book forced readers 
to re-examine the coun-
try’s colonial history like 
Sathnam Sanghera’s mas-
terful Empireland: How 
Imperialism Has Shaped 
Modern Britain. Th is in-
cisive book off ers a fas-
cinating and astute look 
at the way Empire has 
shaped Britain’s cultural 

identity, from the ways 
we think and speak to the 
foundation of the NHS, 
Brexit and much, much 
more. Th e British Empire 
is a divisive topic, alter-
nately glorifi ed and de-
spised, but Sanghera’s bal-
anced, deeply researched 
take on the subject made 
it an absolute must-read 
this year.

Call Us What We Car-
ry by Amanda Gorman

In an increasingly di-
vided society, there were 
few moments this year 
that caught the whole 
world’s attention, but 
high among them was 
Amanda Gorman’s stir-
ring delivery of her poem 
‘Th e Hill We Climb’ 
from the podium at the 
inauguration of the 46th 
President of the United 
States, Joe Biden. At just 
22 years old, the young 
Black poet and activist 
captured imaginations 
all over the planet with 
her message of hope and 
unity; here, in her break-
out poetry collection Call 
Us What We Carry, Gor-
man delves into themes of 
“history, language, iden-
tity, and erasure”, shining 
a light on the present and 
pointing it forwards on a 
possible future.

Keisha the Sket by Jade 
LB

Technically, Keisha the 
Sket existed long before 
2021: the fi rst appearance 
of Jade LB’s captivating 
teenager was 2005, on 

a now-defunct blogging 
platform called Piczo. Th e 
resulting, rollercoaster 
story that appeared in 
chapters printed out on 
school computers and on 
early mobile phones made 
a generation feel like their 
lives were represented 
in literature for the fi rst 
time. Th is year, Keisha 
the Sket was fi nally grant-
ed her deserved place in 
the literary canon after 
LB published her story, 
along with a contempo-
rary revising and essays 
on the watershed that it 
caused. Finally, Keisha ar-
rived on the bookshelves 
she always belonged on.

Th e Sanatorium by 
Sarah Pearse

It’s not every day 
that a debut author gets 
picked up by Reese With-
erspoon, but that’s ex-
actly what happened to 
Sarah Pearse, author of 
the bone-chilling thriller 
Th e Sanatorium. In the 
depths of a chilly Febru-
ary, Pearse’s novel brought 
suspense, Switzerland and 
snow to locked-down 
readers with her story of 
a murder mystery in a 
cut-off  hotel. At a time 
of isolation, Th e Sanato-
rium struck a chord with 
aplomb, becoming an 
instant New York Times 
and Sunday Times best-
seller. And there’s good 
news for those who read it 
and loved it, Pearse’s sec-
ond eerie thriller, Th e Re-
treat, will be here in July.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. 
Contemporary Service and 11:00 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday 
School at 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS A Glass of Revenge actors preparing for a scene. Filming was done at various locations inside the Inn at Burrell Place in Salem.

Makeup and hair artists getting the actors ready before they return to set. One of the areas used in the film was the formal living room.

Movie production takes over the 
Inn at Burwell Place for two days

The Inn at Burwell Place 
is a 7,800-square-foot facil-
ity at 601 W Main Street in 
Salem. On most occasions, 
the building serves as a bed 
and breakfast. While no hot 
food service is available for 
overnight guests, each morn-
ing, a European continental 
breakfast in a picnic basket is 
placed outside of every guest’s 
room. 

Weddings, receptions, 
business meetings and more 
also occur at the Salem build-
ing throughout each year. 

When people Google the Inn 
at Burwell Place, one of the 
first things that comes up are 
the amenities offered. Owner 
Cindy Lou says there is much 
more to Burwell Place than 
what meets the eye.  

“We are a small Inn that has 
been in existence for over 100 
years. Twenty-six years ago, I 
came down from Washington 
D.C. and purchased the prop-
erty. As the owner and keeper, 
I basically do everything. I do 
though have some assistance 
with certain tasks around the 
house,” Lou said. “We take 
tremendous pride in our au-
thenticity. We offer a variety 

of services and love to serve 
the people who walk through 
the doors.”

Recently, the Inn hosted a 
movie production set, some-
thing Lou says was an enjoy-
able experience. Explaining 
what it was like to host the cast 
and crew, Lou said, “I’ve done 
this on a much smaller scale 
before when we had just three 
or four person productions 
use our facilities. These young 
folks with this particular film 
started at 9 a.m. and worked 
their tails off for hours. They 
were complete professionals, 
and you could feel how pas-
sionate they were.” 

Director Dylan Vox is a 
film, television and stage actor 
born and raised in the South. 
He relocated to Denver, Col-
orado, after graduating with 
two bachelor’s degrees in 
Journalism and Political Sci-
ence from Georgia Southern 
University. Years later, when 
he moved to California, he 
earned a Juris Doctrine degree 
from Pepperdine University.   

Movies Vox has directed to 
date include Triassic World, A 
Beauty and the Beast Christ-
mas, My Nightmare Land-
lord, The Christmas Sitters, 
Secrets on Sorority Row and 
Trapped Daughter. When 

the cameras showed up at the 
Burrell Place, it was to shoot 
footage for the upcoming 
movie, A Glass of a Revenge. 

A murder mystery, the film 
is scheduled to appear on 
the Lifetime Movie Channel 
within the next six months. 
About 35 people were present 
to work on the film, said Lou 
who added, Dylan has family 
in Salem and went to school 
here too.  

“I can’t wait to see the film 
on the big screen. It’s going to 
be really neat to see our facil-
ity in the background shown 
to a national audience,” she 
added. 

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Send community news and photos 

to shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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ADS

Lost & Found

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Kevin.Harlow@deq.virginia.
gov

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Help Wanted - 
General

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Catawba Hospital has full time positions available 
in our Dietary and Environmental Services 
department for Aides, Cook, and Floor Care Tech-
nicians. Some roles are entry level and no expe-
rience is required, training is provided. Positions  
come with a sign on bonus. Come join a dynamic 
team with competitive wages and great benefits! 

You can apply on our website 
Please reach out if you have any questions 

540-375-4368 or 540-375-4211

Here when you need us...
Serving our Community for over 100 years!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off En-
tire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 
backup power during 
utility power outages, 
so your home and fam-
ily stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages 
and power your home. 
Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

STATEWIDE 
ADS

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candi-
dates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mai l to: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://

hi l tonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.L i fe55p lus . i n fo /
vapress

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

STATEWIDE 
ADS

ADVERTISE!
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To place a
 classi  ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
House-hunting 

couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
Annabelle Gregory brings the ball up the court for 
Craig. Sara Jones drives to the hoop in a recent game.

The Craig County girls got 
three basketball games in last 
week before the big snowstorm, 
winning one and losing two.

Last Monday the girls played 
host to an improved James River 
team and dropped a 44-31 deci-
sion.

“Not awful for no practice 
in over a week,” said Craig 
coach Brock Jones. “The first 
time we played them they had 
a girl(Caitlin Canada) score 25 
on us. I installed a box-and-one 
defense 20 minutes before the 
game and it wasn’t too shabby. 
She ended up with 12.”

Craig got in early foul trouble 
as three girls had two fouls in the 
first quarter, and that had an ef-
fect on the game.

“We were in foul trouble the 
whole game from there on out,” 
said Jones. “Subbing and rotat-
ing offense for defense and vice 
versa. I felt like that was a game 
we could have gotten.” 

Lexxy Brookman once again 
proved her presence in the paint, 
finishing with 13 points and 10 
rebounds. 

“Ryan (River Coach Fire-
baugh) approached me after the 
game and said, ‘I was nervous 
at half time, the box-and-one 
was working and your girls were 
playing hard on defense. I don’t 
have an answer for your post 
player- she’s playing hard there, 
and thankfully she got in some 
foul trouble”. 

Maggie Mays finished with 
six points and Hannah Caldwell 
and Sara Jones had four apiece. 

“Ball security and fundamen-
tals still seem to get the best 
of us,” said coach Jones. “We 
have some work to do in order 

to be fundamentally sound. We 
aren’t quite there yet, but we’re 
knocking on that door.”

A night later the Rockets trav-
eled to Highland and took a 50-
26 win over the Rams. It was 
Craig’s highest scoring game of 
the season to date. Brookman 
finished with 14 points and 15 
rebounds while Sara Jones had 
14 points, seven rebounds and 
four blocks. 

Caldwell had 12 points, four 
rebounds, four blocks and four 
steals while knocking down a 
pair of threes. Annabelle Greg-
ory chipped in four points along 
with Mays. 

“I told the girls all year, 50 
points is the goal every game for 
us to score,” said Brock. “We fi-
nally hit it this game. We have 
been averaging around 32 points 
per game and that isn’t going to 
cut it moving forward. We play 
decent on defense and get a few 
stops, but we have to be able to 
score.” 

The Rockets put up 18 points 
in the third quarter. 

“I’m usually hollering  at them 
nonstop on the offense end and 
they actually had me quiet in the 
third quarter because we were 
actually doing the correct things 
they were coached to do from 
the start of the season. Having 
our top three scorers hit over 
10 points apiece felt good. We 
shared the ball as a team pretty 
well and the girls are finally buy-
ing in that Lexxy is a presence in 
the paint. 

Last Thursday the girls were 
at Parry McCluer and lost 69-26 
to a Blues team that improved to 
11-1 with the win.

“We knew this was going to be 

a tough out,” said Jones. “(Blues 
head coach)Adam Gilbert, who I 
am fairly good friends with and 
played against my whole high 
school career, is a great coach.”

The Blues have eight seniors 
and a winning tradition, win-
ning the state in 2017, ’18 and 
’19 and reaching the final eight 
last year.

“They have the weapons to 
make a run again this year,” said 
Jones. “They are the best team 
we have faced all year.”

Craig came out playing well 
in the first quarter, well prepared 
for their press after a rare day of 
practice Wednesday. 

“We actually got them out of 
the press early and didn’t have 
to deal with it much the rest of 
the game,” said Jones. “Parry 
McCluer is just really good this 
year. You leave a shooter open, 
they will knock it down.”

Brookman led Craig again 
with 10 points and 7 rebounds. 
Sara Jones added six points and 
five rebounds. 

Craig is now 2-9 and the 
Rockets were scheduled to host 
Bath on Tuesday, although that 
game was likely to be postponed 
after the weekend snowstorm. 
The Rockets are scheduled to 
host Narrows on Thursday, then 
travel to Eastern Montgomery 
on Friday night.

“We are halfway through the 
season,” said Jones. “We have 
gotten better on a lot of things 
but we have gotten worse on a 
few things. We must continue 
to work in practice. There’s a lot 
of season left and I am proud 
to work and get to coach these 
girls. They are a great group of 
kids.”

Craig girls are home Thursday,
at Eastern Montgomery Friday

Rocket boys 
win two of three

The Craig County boys 
are 5-3 on the basketball 
season after taking two 
of three games last week. 
The Rockets beat High-
land County and Mont-
calm around a loss to 8-1 
Parry McCluer.

Last Tuesday in Hot 
Springs the Rockets took 
a 59-46 win over High-
land in a Pioneer District 
game. Then Craig was 
back home Thursday to 
take on Parry McCluer 
and their 6’11” center, 
Spencer Hamilton. The 
senior standout made his 
presence known early 
with several blocks as the 
Blues scored 19 of the 
fi rst 21 points to jump out 
to a 19-2 lead.

“They jumped out on 
us quickly,” said Craig 
coach Ryan Frazier. “He 
caused us a lot of prob-
lems inside.”

The Rockets were able 
to adjust and cut the lead 
to 21-7 by the end of the 
fi rst quarter. They had the 
lead down to nine at one 
point in the second quar-
ter before Parry McCluer 
fi nished with a run to lead 
38-25 at the half.

Hamilton came out af-
ter halftime on a mission, 
scoring twice on dunks 
in the fi rst minute of the 
second half. The Blues 
increased the lead to 24, 
55-31, by the end of the 
third quarter and Hamil-
ton ended up scoring 41 
points in the game.

“He’s a very good 
player,” said Frazier. “It’s 
really hard to do much 
with him, he’s not only 
tall but he’s talented. 
He’s destined to become 
a good college player.”

Matthew Lucas led the 
Rockets with 22 points, 
including four three point 
goals. Nathan Fisher had 
seven points and did an 
admirable job battling 
Hamilton in the paint. 
Zachary Peters had fi ve 
points and Dylan Craw-
ford and Colton Moore 
had three each.

The Rockets were back 
on the bus Saturday for a 
game at Montcalm and 
took a 53-42 win. Moore 
and Fisher had 17 points 
each to lead Craig while 
Peters chipped in a dozen 
and Lucas had seven. 
Layton Huffman did not 
score but played well.

“Layton really stepped 
up,” said Frazier. “He 
gave us some good min-
utes on a day when we 
really needed them, as we 
were a little short on the 
bench.”

The Rockets were 
scheduled to travel to 
Bath County on Tuesday, 
but that game was cer-
tain to be postponed after 
the weekend storm. The 
Rockets are scheduled to 
play at Narrows Tuesday, 
then host Eastern Mont-
gomery on Friday night 
in New Castle.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Dylan Crawford’s shot is contested by 6’11” Spencer 
Hamilton of Parry McCluer.

Nathan Fisher drives to the basket against the Blues.




