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CCHS elects new principal and assistant principal

When it comes to hav-
ing the the best principals 
around, Craig County 
Public Schools have been 
blessed in to employ such 
individuals for many years. 

Principal Appreciation 

Week was January 8 – 14. 
McCleary Principal Gerri 
VanDyke and newly elect-
ed high school principal, 
Susan Stimeling, were re-
cently presented with Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam’s 
proclamation.

Shared Superinten-
dent Jeanette Warwick, 

“Th is week provided an 
opportunity to recognize 
the hard work of Virginia 
school principals and to 
recognize the importance 
of principals in ensuring 
that every child has access 
to a quality education.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Superintendent Jeanette Warwick (center) recently announced Principal 
Appreciation Week. McCleary Principal Gerri VanDyke and Susan Stimeling, 
the newly elected high school principal,  were presented with Governor Ralph 
Northam’s proclamation declaring January 9 - 14 Principal Appreciation Week.

Th e Emporium 
honors George 
Washington’s birthday

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The Emporium on Main Street of New Castle is 
honoring our first President, George Washington, by 
flying his headquarter flag and giving away copies 
of Washington’s  Rules of Civility and  Washington’s 
Farewell Address  for the week of February 20 - 26. 
Everyone is invited to stop in and browse the huge 
bookstore as well as enjoy the fresh foods and other 
wonderful items they keep on hand.

George Washington Carv-
er served as a General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
colonial armies during the 
American Revolution, and 
later became the fi rst Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America, serving from 1789 
until 1797. 

He is noted for many fa-
mous quotes which regularly 
get repeated. One such exam-
ple: “Be Americans. Let there 
be no sectionalism, no North, 
South, East, or West. You are 
all dependent on one another 
and should be one in union. 

In one word, be a nation.” 
Th e owner of the Empo-

rium General Store located 
on Main Street in New Castle 
has a tremendous love for 
books and especially our 
American history. 

Phil Spence is celebrating 
Washington’s birthday the 
week of February 20 - 26 and 
has an open-door invitation 
to all, giving away free copies 
of Rules of Civility - a book 
of good manners that Wash-
ington practiced all his life as 
well as Washington’s Farewell 
Address. 

Spence shared that he feels 
his insight into the potential 

VDOT updates Meadow Creek bridge work

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The much-needed bridge going over Meadow Creek, going out of the town of 
New Castle will finally get its reconstruction as VDOT has already started its 
preliminary measures.

New cigarette tax to fund EMS in Craig

With much discussion and de-
bate at the January Board of Su-
pervisors meeting, the majority of 
the County Board of Supervisors 
voted to keep the 40¢ per pack tax 
that was imposed to start January 1, 
2022.

County Administrator, Dan 
Collins gave a summary on the 
Cigarette Tax Amendment. 

•August 5, 2021, meeting - con-
ducted a public hearing as appropri-
ately advertised

•Following the public hearing, 
the Board adopted the Cigarette 
Tax Ordinance at 40¢ per pack

•Ordinance became eff ective on 
January 1, 2022

Th e BOS approved the Cigarette 
Tax Ordinance to assist in funding 
Emergency Services with estimat-
ed revenues between $94,300 to 
$104,800. 

Th e Board votes were as fol-
lowed:  Rusty Zimmerman (yes), 
Jason Matyas (no), Carl Bailey (yes) 
and Jesse Spence (yes). 

“With increased demand for 

Emergency Services, the estimated 
revenues from the cigarette tax 
would off set the increased expens-
es for operational costs,” Collins 
shared. “Estimated new cost for 
emergency services is greater than 
$78,272, for three additional paid 
EMS staff .”

During the December 2 Board 
meeting, a request was made to re-
duce the tax rate from 40¢ to 30¢ 
per pack.  

Collins noted that the average 
per pack in the surrounding locali-
ties is $37.71 per pack, a 7.71 cents 
per pack diff erence. 

“As reported by the CDC, ap-
proximately 15 percent of all Virgin-
ians smoke,” he said. “Th at would 
be approximately 760 residents of 
Craig County (5,064 Population X 
15 percent = 759.6).”

Following discussions with both 
the Commissioner of the Revenue 
and the Treasurer, Collins deter-
mined that the tax rate should re-
main at 40¢.  

“Th e cost of reducing the rate 
would be approximately $7,000. In 
addition, I believe it would be wise 
to delay any adjustment to the rate 

until we have a 12-month history to 
refl ect actual revenues,” Collins said. 
“When cigarettes cost approximate-
ly $7.40 a pack, I have doubts that 
an additional 40¢ would discourage 
a smoker from purchasing a pack of 
cigarettes. 

It was added that additional cost 
to fund the additional three EMS 
positions would be greater than 
$78,272, including benefi ts. 

“Off setting funds are the pro-
posed cigarette tax revenues which 
could be designated for public safety 
use,” he said. “Th e estimated annual 
cigarette tax revenue is $94,000 and 
$104,000 at the current rate and the 
proposed 30¢ per pack rate would 
be $75,000 in tax revenue.

Collins said he asked the Com-
mission of Revenue, Elizabeth 
Huff man and the Treasurer, Jackie 
Parsons, how they would go about 
reducing the tax and refunding the 
money that had already been paid 
and the analysis came to approxi-
mately $7,000.

Huff man and Parsons submitted 
very detailed lists of costs from of-
fi ce supplies, Abatement mask set-
up, BAI abatement program devel-

opment, training, mailings, audits 
and travel/lodging/meals. Th is did 
not include any possible overtime. 
Huff man’s estimate was $6,129 
and Parson’s was $880. Th ey also 
explained in great detail what their 
jobs would entail for each. 

Collins continued, “My personal 
belief and two constitutional of-
fi cers, the commissions of revenue 
and the treasurer all agree that we re-
ally should have a 12-month histo-
ry, so we know how these taxes actu-
ally work. We barely have a month. 
Some of these stores and owners 
pick up the stamps and some are a 
little delayed. So, the physical im-
pact of the $100,000 would drop to 
$75,000, as it is per quarter at the 
tax rate and that doesn’t include the 
$7,000 impact.”

“My recommendation is that 
we should have at least a 12-month 
history before we adjust any ordi-
nance, not just the cigarette tax or-
dinance and see how it is working. 
It is another reason why we did it 
in January instead of making it ef-
fective immediately. We will have 
a half-years by July 1,” he said. “I 
don’t think that’s enough, so I rec-

ommend not to change the rates, 
however, the amendment does have 
two things: changing the rate from 
40¢ to 30¢ and then adding the tax 
stamp. Th e attorney said we would 
fi x that so that the Commissioner 
of Revenue would select approved 
stamps so no matter how it changes, 
she will be able to adopt that. I rec-
ommend approving the stamp por-
tion of the amendment but leaving 
the tax the same.” 

Th e public hearing was open for 
comments for or against. 

Richard Carper presented a peti-
tion to the Board with 492 signa-
tures of customers and citizens who 
requested that the tax be reduced. 

“I can tell you that we are only 
two weeks into this, this week’s ciga-
rette order was about $2,000 less 
than it typically is. Th at is just at one 
store, Th e Gopher Market,” Carper 
said. “We usually get about $10,000 
worth of cigarettes and this week we 
got $8,000. We have had multiple 
customers that since they go to Roa-
noke anyway, that is where they get 
them.” 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Cigarette Tax, page 5

See Washington, page 3

Recently, with the retire-
ment of Melissa Whiting, a 
new principal and assistant 
have been selected at the 
high school.

Mrs. Stimeling was 
named the CCHS Princi-
pal and Kellie Stevens was 
named the CCHS Assistant 
Principal.

Stimeling is a native of 
Craig County and was fi rst 
employed by the CCPS in 
1993. 

“I am blessed to have 
two sets of parents, Linda 
and Charlie Stull and Wes-
ley (Sonny) and Donna 
Stimeling,” Stimeling said. 
“I am a third-generation 
graduate of New Castle 
High School, the Class of 
1984. I did my undergradu-
ate work at VPI and SU and 
earned my graduate degree 
from Averett University.”

Stimeling said she chose 
to work at CCPS because of 
the love for her home and 
the wonderful community 
in which we live.

“I fi rst taught at CCPS 
from 1993 through 1998 

See CCHS, page 2

Th e Meadow Creek 
bridge has been support-
ing Craig County traffi  c for 
many years. It has fi nally lost 
its strength as pieces have 

been found by neighbors 
along their creek banks.

When you look at the 
side of the bridge, it is no-
ticeable that areas are start-
ing to deteriorate. Neighbors 
shared this information with 
VDOT over a year ago when 

the fl ood came in that creek 
and moved the rocks and 
pounded out the sides of the 
road, almost fl owing into the 
road now.

At the January Board 
meeting, VDOT represen-
tatives Ray Varney (Salem 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Resident Engineer) and Ash-
ley Smith (Assistant Resident 
Engineer for Craig County) 
shared that this project is still 
on schedule to starting in 
March, stating, “Route 311 
(New Castle) Bridge Replace-
ment over Meadow Creek 
(UPC 110596) - Construc-
tion is scheduled to begin 
in full measure in March of 
2022.” 

Smith added they had a 
pre-construction meeting 
scheduled at the end of Janu-
ary and that “notifi cations will 
be put out before any con-
struction starts.” 

Collins asked if message 
boards would be put out and 
Smith assured them that they 

See VDOT, page 3



Page 2 • Wednesday, February 16, 2022 • The New Castle Record www.ourvalley.org

Precision Fabrics, manufacturer of high-performance fabrics for highly 
technical applications is currently seeking quality people for multiple 
positions at our weaving facility.

Openings:
Precision Fabrics Group is currently seeking experienced Weaver and 
Loom Technicians as well as other support positions for our facility located 
in Vinton VA.

About Us:
Precision Fabrics was founded in 1988 as a spin-off  of Burlington 
Industries. The Company has evolved from a traditional textile company 
into an engineered materials business, focused on highly technical, 
high-quality fabrics. The success of our business is built upon the loyalty 
and quality of our workforce.  The average seniority of a Vinton employee 
is 20 years! We are looking for employees who have a career in mind!

The Positions:
The successful candidate for any of the positons will have basic math skills 
and a mechanical aptitude.
 • Most positions are 7pm – 7am and a 3-2-2 schedule
 • Excellent attendance is a must.
 • Most support position/entry level positions start at $15.68/hr
 • Salary for Weavers is currently $19.50/hr
 • Salary for Maintienance Technicians $19.50/hr - $21.42/hr

The Facility:
Precision Fabrics facilities are non-smoking; Health and Safety are of 
utmost importance. To support the health and well-being of our 
employees we have a Nurse Practitioner on site. We also have an award 
winning safety program. The lunchroom contains market style vending, 
microwaves, icemaker, TV and free Wi-Fi access.  We also have indoor and 
outdoor areas for employees to enjoy on breaks.  The manufacturing areas 
are climate controlled.

Our Vinton VA plant is located at 323 West Virginia Avenue, Vinton VA 
24179. (From I581, take Elm Ave toward Vinton. (Elm turns into Bullitt Ave, 
then into Dale Ave and then fi nally West Virginia Ave –just stay straight) 
The “Welcome to Vinton” sign is in our front yard.

Why Should You Apply?
Precision Fabrics off ers employees a competitive benefi t package 
including:
 • Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance
 • Short Term Disability, Long Term Disability and Accident Insurance
 • 401K with employer match
 • Advancement Opportunities
 • Life Insurance
 • 80 hours of vacation after 90 days
 • Referral Bonus 
 • Retention Bonus - $300 after 120 days, $1200 after 1 year

Interested?
To apply, submit an application or send resume to sharon.pandolfi ni
@precisionfabrics.com.
Contact Human Resources at 540-343-4448 X1130 or 540-339-2337 if you 
have any questions.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Remain as is
 5. Functional
11. News magazine
12. Popular treat
16. Area units
17. Artifi cial intelligence
18. Marten valued for its fur
19. Forms of matter
24. Home of the Dodgers
25. Bordering
26. Part of the eye
27. It might be nervous
28. Visualizes
29. Crest of a hill
30. Measures engine speed 
(abbr.)
31. Tears in a garment (Br. 
Eng.)
33. Not easily explained
34 Song in short stanzas
38. Detonations
39. Intestinal

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

40. EU cofounder Paul-Henri _
43. Balmy
44. New Mexico mountain town
45. Gobblers
49. Insecticide
50. Golf scores
51. Has its own altar
53. “Pollock” actor Harris
54. Being livable
56. NHL play-by-play man
58. “The Great Lakes State” 
(abbr.)
59. Unpainted
60. Swam underwater
63. Native American people
64. Containing salt
65. Exam
CLUES DOWN
 1. Small bone in middle ear
 2. Long, angry speech
 3. Move out of
 4. Male organ
 5. Two-toed sloth

 6. Making dirty
 7. Article
 8. Oil company
 9. Emits coherent 
radiation
10. Amounts of time
13. Unit equal to one 
quintillion bytes (abbr.)
14. Forbidden by law
15. Drains away
20. Not out
21. Sea patrol (abbr.)
22. Bird genus
23. Gratuity
27. __ and feathers
29. Spiritual part of an 
individual (ancient Egypt)
30. Hot beverage
31. Pouch
32. It followed the cas-
sette
33. Large northern deer 
34. Ones who offer 

formally
35. Famed genie
36. Bequeathed
37. Skeletal muscle
38. Atomic #56
40. Silk garment
41. They deliver the mail
42. Equally
44. Check
45. Light-colored breed of 
hound
46. Drug that soothes
47. Railroads
48. Most slick
50. Jacket
51. A radio band
52. Hello
54. His and __
55. Supporter
57. Popular software suite 
(abbr.)
61. Railway
62. NY coastal region (abbr.)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
MONDAY 

THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
library is located at 303 
Main St. in New Castle. 

For more information, 
call (540) 864-8978 or 
visit www.craiglibrary.org.

EVERY SUNDAY

•Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting. 8 p.m. at New 
Castle Fire Hall.

SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 p.m. 

at the Paint Bank Fire 
Department. Call 897-
5346 for more information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 7 p.m. 
inside the New Castle 
Town Hall, located at 339 

Market Street.
 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

 

THIRD 
WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/
Craig/Roanoke Farm 
Service Agency County 
Committee meets each 
month at 10 a.m. at the 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. 

The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located at 
36 Executive Circle, Suite 
1, Roanoke, VA 24012. 
All County Committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

New Castle Church hosts annual Hearts Party

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The New Castle Church has hosted their annual Hearts Party for over 50 years. The 2022 winners were: Kammie Fisher, Tasha Hannah, Kallie Fisher, Tommy Zimmerman 
and Blake Hannah. All the children were given boxes of candies and enjoyed a table of great snacks after the ‘Hearts’ dice games were over. The adults who got to 
play greatly enjoyed themselves too. 

and returned in 2017 as 
a middle school teacher. I 
have also served here as the 
Middle School Coordina-
tor and Assistant Principal,” 
she said. 

“My greatest task here 
is to continue to work to 
provide all of our students 
with the skills necessary 
to be successful after high 
school. I am so very gra-
cious for this opportunity 

provided by Superinten-
dent Warwick to serve in 
this position of leadership,” 
Stimeling shared. “My love 
for our students, our work 
community, and Craig 
County as a whole is un-
bounded and unlimited.”

Stimeling is known for 
her positive outlook and in-
novative ideas she brings to 
the table. 

“I wish to bring my own 

positive personal energy 
and professional experience 
to strengthen and support 
the CCPS initiatives already 
in place as well as challenge 
our school community to 
imagine a future where all 
of our students grow to 
be successful adults,” she 
explained. “I am so very 
blessed by so many here in 
Craig County, but I want to 
especially thank my moth-

er, Linda Huff man Stull, 
for her unwavering support 
throughout my life and ca-
reer. She has been my stern-
est taskmaster as well as my 
greatest cheerleader. Th ank 
you, Mom!”

Stevens is originally from 
Bedford County, where she 
returned to teach for 11 
years. 

“My family and I have 
lived in Botetourt County 
for about 11 years now. My 
husband Brian and I have 
been married for almost 24 
years and have three chil-
dren: daughter Taylor (22), 
daughter Morgan (21), and 
son Brady (9),” she shared. 

Stevens explained that 
CCPS was recommended 
to her by a friend who 
was once employed by the 
school system. 

“I have heard so many 
wonderful things about the 
people and students in the 
county and I am looking 
forward to being a part of 
the community,” she added. 

Stevens earned her bach-
elor’s degree in Elementary 
Education from Radford 
University and a master’s 
degree in Educational Lead-

ership from Virginia Tech. 
She then taught for 11 years 
in Bedford County and 
joined Roanoke City in Au-
gust 2021.

With her contagious 
upbeat spirit, she shared, 
“I hope to bring a friendly 
face, a positive attitude, and 
hard work to the school. I 
have core values that I hope 
can be shared with the fac-
ulty and staff  that focus on 
putting the needs of our stu-
dents fi rst and making deci-
sions based on what is best 
for them.”

She noted that she is 
most excited about meeting 
the students and faculty at 
CCHS. 

“I look forward to watch-
ing the students grow. From 
the time I fi rst meet them, 
to the time they walk across 
the stage at graduation,” she 
added. “As an avid sports 
fan, I also look forward to 
being on the sidelines cheer-
ing for our teams!”

When asked what she 
feels can be the most chal-
lenging things she and the 
administration will face in 
the upcoming year, she re-
plied, “First and foremost, 

everything related to CO-
VID. Whether it’s contin-
ued absences and missed 
work that are creating new 
educational defi cits, or the 
need to fi ll in the gaps that 
formed during the past two 
years because of the incon-
sistency in attendance and 
educational opportunities, 
we must fi nd a way to help 
our students get back on 
track after these two years, 
while also continuing to 
give them what they need 
to keep moving forward.”

She added, “We also 
have to fi nd a way to fully 
support our teachers and 
staff  as they work tirelessly, 
in and out of their class-
rooms, to help make sure 
our students succeed.”

Th ese two ladies have 
visions and goals that align 
with the CCPS motto, 
“Every child a graduate, 
Every child prepared for 
life.” 

Warwick was happy to 
announce their new posi-
tions and looks forward 
to working with them, 
continuing to make the 
school’s motto a reality for 
our kids in Craig.

CCHS from page 1
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PART TIME JOB 

The Craig County Solid Waste Office is 
seeking applications for a part time position 
at the Craig County Convenience Stations.  
Selected candidate must be dependable, 
possess basic understanding of mechanics, 
good communication and problem-solving 
skills and available to work: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday   8:00 AM – 5:30 PM

Friday   8:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday  8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Be in good general health including ability 
to lift heavy objects and have current valid 
driver’s license. The candidate will be 
trained to operate compactors and 
backhoe.  Apply by requesting application:
abryson@craigcountyva.gov email or at the 
County Administrator’s office, 108 Court 
Street, New Castle, VA  24127.  Applications will 
be received until the position is filled.  Craig 
County is an equal opportunity employer.  

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

problems of the developing 
new nation are remarkable. 
“We have many of the prob-
lems he warned about con-
fronting our government in 
this day,” he said. 

As you look around the 
Emporium you will see many 
books and pictures of the First 
President and others. 

“From the age of 16, when 
he fi rst started surveying the 
frontier lands, his life became 
entwined with the emerging 
Virginia colony and the strug-
gle for independence,” Spence 
shared. “Th e founding of the 
United States was unlike any 
seen before in history and 
Washington would become 
its fi rst President.”

Noting that today, the 
most powerful city in this 
country, Washington D.C., 
is named after him, George 
Washington. Also, the Na-
tional Cemetery is linked to 
him, which was a gift from 
George Washington to Rob-
ert E. Lee’s wife. 

Spence added that he be-
lieves the country needs more 
people like Washington, ex-
plaining, “His values and self-
sacrifi ce for what he believed 
should be a model for all 
Americans. At one time in our 
history, he was the role model 
that all aspired to.”

Washington himself said, 
“Observe good faith and jus-
tice toward all nations. Culti-
vate peace and harmony with 
all.”

“When we think that one 
person does not matter and 
one person’s contribution is 
insignifi cant, just ask – what 
if there had been no George 
Washington?” Spence asked. 
“His accomplishments and 
failures are too many to re-
count in a small article.”

You will fi nd a treasure 
chest of books to read and 
learn about this President in 
the Emporium’s book room, 
from Farmer and Soldier to 
Virginian and American. “All 
these things encompass the 
George Washington that we 
remember,” Spence added. 

“Th ey are still relevant to-
day and we would do well to 
teach them to the next genera-
tion,” Spence said. 

In fact, Washington said, 
“Th e future of this nation de-
pends on the Christian train-
ing of our youth.”

Here’s another powerful 
George Washington quote: 
“It is impossible to govern 
the world without God. It is 
the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the Providence of 
Almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his ben-
efi ts and humbly implore his 
protection and favor.”

Washington was known 
for his faith. He shared, “Let 
me live according to those 
holy rules which Th ou hast 
this day prescribed in Th y 
Holy Word...direct me to the 
true object, Jesus Christ, the 
way, the truth, and the life. 
Bless, O Lord, all the people 
of this land.”

Washington was home-
schooled as his father died 
when he was just 11-years-
old. 

“His mother was very 
possessive of him,” Spence 
continued. “He was a head 
taller than most people he was 
around and was obvious in a 
crowd so they say for him to 
overcome that, he became ex-
tremely mannerly, quiet and 
reserved as that was a way, he 
could deal with it. He por-
trayed this image of being a 
gentle giant, but he was really 
a tough guy that lived out-
doors, having some fantastic 
adventures in his life, includ-
ing close escapes.”

Th us, Washington got the 
name “bullet-proof.” 

“He was one of the few 
people in American his-
tory that was never touched 
by a bullet,” Spence shared. 
“In one battle with General 
Braddock the British General 
where he led an expedition 
against the Indians, Wash-
ington had six bullet holes 
through his clothing and two 
horses shot from underneath 
him, but he was not touched 
by the bullets. So, the Indians 
started this legend about him 
that he was ‘bullet-proof’ and 
he had big power and they 
would not attempt to kill him 
after that because they called 
him ‘big medicine.’”

Continuing, Spence 

added, “Everything he did, 
he addressed God. He lived 
it, but did not preach it. He 
wasn’t a good public speaker 
as he did not like to do that, 
though he was in the House 
of Burgesses. People of high 
society back then were ex-
pected to serve without pay. 
Th ey were trained to do that. 
Most plantation owners were 
highly intelligent, running 
a small community of their 
own, making all the decisions 
for them there.”

“Also, he was a big mili-
tary guy. When it came to 
the Revolutionary War, he 
was asked to command the 
Continental Army and he 
stated that he was not sure he 
was up to this, but agreed to 
do his best and he served the 
entire war,” Spence explained. 
“All the other founders went 
home to their families and 
businesses, but he stayed with 
the Army for eight years and 
never went home. His wife 
came to visit him a few times. 
He was always in the fi eld. He 
did all of that at no pay. He 
said he would keep a track of 
his expenses and ‘when you 
can at some point in the fu-
ture, you can reimburse me,’ 
even when he was President 
(though he did not want to 
be).”

When the war was over, he 
went back to Congress and 
presented his sword as, “the 
war was over, the country was 
safe, and his job was done and 
he’s going home.” 

Spence shared, “When 
King George of England 
heard of this, he said, ‘Th is one 
act will make George Wash-
ington the greatest man who 
ever lived.’ Washington was 
off ered to be King twice and 
turned it down, stating, ‘that 
is not why we fought the revo-
lution.’ Th is is a person who 
had become world famous at 
22 years of age. If he associ-
ated with something, it was 
a good thing. Th e guys who 
were trying to make things 
better, that if you couldn’t 
get Washington to be a part 
of it, no one else would go 
along with it. So, they had to 
get him to the Constitutional 
Convention and elected him 

President of the Convention. 
Again, he went home.”

Th e electoral college was 
set up and he still stands as the 
only President in American 
history where 100 percent of 
the votes went to him - twice. 

Spence also added that 
when Washington was Presi-
dent, there was no White 
House or “place” set up for 
the President and all expendi-
tures came out of his pocket 
to host anything at this home.

“Washington had been an 
outdoorsman all his life and 
it was said he was the most 
accomplished horseman of 
his generation and extremely 
athletic, having great physi-
cal strength of what he could 
do and stand,” Spence added. 
“When Washington was in 
the Virginia Militia, there was 
a string of forts approximately 
every 20 miles, that went all 
the way up what we know as 
Route 460, including one in 
Salem, where Andrew Lewis 
built a fort, Ft. Lewis. Every-
thing west of 460 was Indian 
territory. He spent time in this 
area and riding those forts to 
keep them ready in Indian at-
tack. Washington did that for 
over three years.” 

Th e Washington Head-
quarter fl ag would be posted 
at the place he was at the time, 
with its deep blue background 
and 13 brilliant white stars. 

Neither he nor Martha 
were poor from the begin-

ning. He also inherited Mt. 
Vernon from his half-brother 
and that is where he made his 
home. 

Spence added, “One story 
was when he had over 2,900 
men at Valley Forge Camp at 
Christmas. Washington sent a 
letter to Congress saying they 
were ‘unfi t for service as they 
had no shoes or otherwise 
naked.’ Congress gave him 
nothing, but Washington re-
fused to pillage from the sur-
rounding peoples, instead he 
gave them letters of credit. 
Th at is why people loved him 
so as he had the right to just 
take from them, but he would 
not.” 

Another very interesting 
fact was about Chinese Chair-
man Mao. 

“When he took over Chi-
nese Communist, he had 
a library full of books on 
Washington and his tactics 
and studied every battle and 
emulated Washington dealing 
with the peasants. He would 
not take their stuff  as he saw 
that actually worked and 
wanted to turn public opin-
ion to him,” Spence shared. 

While you are in the 
Emporium, you may wish 
to check out some of their 
items including, high-qual-
ity supplements to fi ght off  
the viruses that has plagued 
our nation, Big Spring Mill 
products, Watkins, cheeses of 
champagne, smoked gouda 

with bacon or bacon ranch, 
Maple-fl avored bacon, Amish 
butter and even Lebanon bo-
logna. He also has a huge vari-
ety of unique beers and wines 
and other food items. Th ey 
carry many cooking utensils, 
lanterns, knives and axes. And 
when you leave you can grab 
an original glass bottle of Dr. 
Pepper, Ginger beer, or a va-
riety of other drinks and an 
old-fashioned Moon-pie or 
Zero bar! 

Th eir mission statement 
mirrors their heart to serve: 
“We endeavor to honor our 
customers with the highest 
quality products, excellent 
customer service along with a 
fun and delightful experience. 
We are honored that you have 
chosen us, the Emporium 
General Store, for your qual-
ity purchases. We welcome 
you not only as a customer, 
but also as a new member of 
the ever-growing Emporium 
Family.”

Phil and Debbie welcome 
all to the Emporium General 
Store where you will fi nd al-
most anything you need and 
much of what you want. Join 
them for a free cup of coff ee, 
hot chocolate or tea and me-
ander throughout the store 
or sit for a spell in the book 
room. Hours are Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sunday from 12 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
With a huge variety of books about President Washington and other great 
Americans, Spence added that he believes the country needs more people like our 
first Commander-in-Chief, explaining, “His values and self-sacrifice for what he 
believed should be a model for all Americans. At one time in our history, he was 
the role model that all aspired to.”

Washington from page 1

would be. 
Neighbors have shared that 

they have seen various repre-
sentatives visiting the site. 

Craig County will have 
to conduct some preliminary 
work on the power lines go-
ing over the creek as they 
hang down very low and will 
be in the area of construction. 
Th ese measures are already be-
ing reviewed and electric pow-
er lines and poles will have to 
be moved before construction 
can begin. New poles are al-
ready being placed so power-
lines can be moved by AEP.

Communications manager 
Jason Bond was available to 
answer some questions about 

the upcoming Meadow Creek 
Bridge replacement project. 

He noted that the work is 
being completed under a $1.9 
million contract. A.R. Cof-
fey and Sons from Buchanan 
is the contractor and VDOT 
will administer the project.

A small breakdown of the 
project will include the two-
lane bridge being replaced one 
side at a time. 

“A temporary signal will be 
installed to control traffi  c with 
two-way traffi  c alternating us-
ing the southbound side of the 
bridge while the northbound 
side is demolished and re-
placed fi rst,” Bond explained. 
“Two-way traffi  c will then 

be switched onto the new 
northbound side of the bridge 
sometime in late summer 
while the old southbound side 
is demolished and replaced.” 

He added that the inten-
tion is to activate the signal 
and reduce traffi  c across the 
bridge to one lane beginning 
in early March and suggesting 
that drivers should allow extra 
travel time. 

Bond shared that the initial 
work on the bridge will in-
clude widening the pavement 
a bit at the bridge to accom-
modate the one-lane traffi  c 
pattern across the bridge. 

“Th e survey work, install-
ing the signage and temporary 
signal will be completed fi rst,” 
he added. “Next, the signal 

will be activated to reduce the 
bridge to one lane.”

Th ey shared that in addi-
tion, Route 646 (Allen Street) 
will be closed at the intersec-
tion with Route 311 traffi  c 
needing to access Allen Street 
turning on to Route 665 
(Kanawha Street) and driv-
ing around the Craig County 
Fairgrounds to Route 650 
(Marshall Drive) onto Hol-
comb Avenue to reach Allen 
Street.

Th e summary of the proj-
ect includes:  

•Work to replace the bridge 
which will begin in February 
with traffi  c across the bridge 
reduced to one lane starting 
in March

•Two-way traffi  c expected 

to be switched onto the new 
northbound side of the bridge 
- late summer (August)

•Th e new structure should 
be completed with the signal 
and detour removed - mid-
December 

•Th ere will be incidental 
work and seeding to take place 
- early 2023

•Final completion date - 
spring 2023 

When asked if the creek 
will be adjusted back to its 
original fl ow after they fi n-
ish the bridge, Bond replied, 
“Relocating or modifying the 
stream is not a part of this 
project.”

Th e citizens may note also, 
that when the lane closure is in 
place, there will be a nine-foot 
width restriction on Route 
311 over the bridge and the 
speed limit will be reduced to 
35 mph in the work zone.

At the Board meeting, 
VDOT also reported on 
other projects, land develop-
ment projects, and land use 
permits:

•Middle and Main Drain-
age Project - we have been 
notifi ed that the federal fund-
ing has been committed to 
this project. Based on our 
current estimate, we have suf-
fi cient funds to proceed with 
this advertisement and are 
completing the design docu-

ments for advertisement
•Land Development Proj-

ects - no reviews
•Permits issued between 

11/17/2021 - 12/20/2021 
None issued

•Area Headquarter Up-
coming Projects

Mowing/Trimming and 
Mow Trimming on Route 
621

Grading gravel roads and 
adding stone, working on 
roads throughout the county 
adding stone as needed, ap-
plying dust control as needed

Upcoming pipe replace-
ments: Route 673, Maple 
Avenue, Route 632, Johns 
Creek Road (2 pipes)

•Completed projects:
Cleaned and opened pipes 

on Routes 604, 605, 611, 
617, 623, 624, 625, and 626 
and spot ditching on Route 
18

Shoulder work on Route 
311 - the north side of Potts 
Mountain

•Bridge Projects
Route 311 (Paint Bank, 

VA) Superstructure Replace-
ment Structure over Potts 
Creek (UPC 110619). Con-
struction complete 

Craig residents are pleased 
that these important bridges 
are being replaced before 
detrimental damage created 
non-traffi  c issues.

VDOT from page 1
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COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTORY

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

WWW.GUTHRIEINSURANCEVA.COM
GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
LICENSED IN VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON
OWNER/AGENT
ANGIE@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

LEANN CROY
OFFICE MANAGER/CSR

LEANN@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

GUTHRIE INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

Need a quote or policy information?
TEXT to our NEW NUMBER
(540-468-2970 (text only)

Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home

SIGN IN AT THE GUEST BOOK 
AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.

New Castle  
864-5601

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Coverage provided by Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company® and a liates  i e insurance  products provided by out ern Farm 
Bureau® i e Insurance Co  ac son  M

254 Salem Ave. New Castle, VA 24127

Email letters to the editor to 
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

New Murder Mysteries at your Library by Diablo Mesa

J .D.  Robb- 
Abandoned in Death
James Patterson- Steal
J.A. Jance-Nothing to Lose
Jonathan Kellerman- 
City of the Dead
Gregg Hurwitz- Dark Horse
Preston & Child- Diablo 
Mesa

#1 New York Times 
bestselling authors Preston 
& Child continue with 
the wildly popular series 
featuring archaeologist 
Nora Kelly and FBI Agent 
Corrie Swanson. 

Lucas Tappan, a 
wealthy and eccentric 
billionaire and founder 
of Icarus Space Systems, 
approaches the Santa Fe 
Archaeological Institute 
with an outlandish 
proposal—to finance 
a careful, scientific 
excavation of the Roswell 
Incident site, where a UFO 
is alleged to have crashed 
in 1947. A skeptical 
Nora Kelly, to her great 
annoyance, is tasked with 
the job. 

Nora’s excavation 
immediately uncovers two 
murder victims buried at 
the site, faces and hands 
obliterated with acid to 
erase their identities. 
Special Agent Corrie 

Swanson is assigned to the 
case. As Nora’s excavation 
proceeds, uncovering 
things both bizarre and 
seemingly inexplicable, 
Corrie’s homicide 
investigation throws 
open a Pandora’s box of 
espionage and violence, 
uncovering bloody traces 
of a powerful force that 
will stop at nothing to 
protect its secrets—
and that threatens to 
engulf them all in an 
unimaginable fate.

City of the Dead by 
Jonathan Kellerman 

The past comes back 
to haunt psychologist Alex 
Delaware and Detective 
Milo Sturgis when they 
investigate a grisly double 
homicide and uncover an 
even more unspeakable 
motive in this riveting 
thriller from the #1 New 
York Times bestselling 
master of suspense.

Los Angeles is a city 
of sunlight, celebrity, and 
possibility. The L.A. often 
experienced by Homicide 
Lt. Detective Milo Sturgis 
and psychologist Alex 
Delaware, is a city of the 
dead.

Early one morning, the 
two of them find themselves 
in a neighborhood of 
pretty houses, pretty cars, 
and pretty people. The 
scene they encounter is 
anything but. A naked 
young man lies dead in 
the street, the apparent 
victim of a collision with 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community
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a moving van hurtling 
through suburbia in the 
darkness. But any thoughts 
of accidental death vanish 
when a blood trail leads to 
a nearby home.

Inside, a young woman 
lies butchered. The 
identity of the male victim 
and his role in the horror 
remain elusive, but that 
of the woman creates 
additional questions. And 
adding to the shock, Alex 
has met her while working 
a convoluted child custody 
case. Cordelia Gannett 
was a self-styled internet 
influencer who’d gotten 
into legal troubles by 
palming herself off as a 
psychologist. Even after 
promising to desist, 
she’s found a loophole 
and has continued her 
online career, aiming to 
amass clicks and ads by 
cyber-coaching and cyber-
counseling people plagued 
with relationship issues.

But upon closer 
examination, Alex and 
Milo discover that her 
own relationships are 
troublesome, including 
a tortured family history 
and a dubious personal 
past. Has that come back 
to haunt her in the worst 
way? Is the mystery man 
out in the street collateral 
damage or will he turn out 
to be the key to solving 
a grisly double homicide? 
As the psychologist and 
the detective explore L.A.’s 
meanest streets, they peel 
back layer after layer of 
secrets and encounter a 
savage, psychologically 
twisted,  a lmost 
unthinkable motive for 
violence and bloodshed.

This is classic Delaware: 
Alex, a man Milo has come 
to see as irreplaceable, at 
his most insightful and 
brilliant.

Abandoned in Death by 
New York Times bestselling 
author J. D. Robb.

Homicide detective 
Eve Dallas must untangle 
a twisted family history 
while a hostage’s life hangs 
in the balance. 

The woman’s body was 

found in the early morning, 
on a bench in a New York 
City playground. She 
was clean, her hair neatly 
arranged, her makeup 
carefully applied. But 
other things were very 
wrong—like the tattoo 
and piercings, clearly new. 
The clothes, decades out 
of date. The fatal wound 
hidden beneath a ribbon 
around her neck. And 
the note: Bad Mommy, 
written in crayon as if by 
a child.

Eve Dallas turns to the 
department’s top profiler, 
who confirms what seems 
obvious to Eve: They’re 
dealing with a killer whose 
childhood involved some 
sort of trauma—a situation 
Eve is all too familiar 
with herself. Yet the clues 

suggest a perpetrator 
who’d be roughly sixty 
years old, and there are no 
records of old crimes with 
a similar MO. What was 
the trigger that apparently 
reopened such an old 
wound and sent someone 
over the edge?

When Eve discovers 
that other young 
women—who physically 
resemble the first victim—
have vanished, the clock 
starts ticking louder. But 
to solve this case she will 
need to find her way into 
a hidden place of dim light 
and concrete, into the 
distant past, and into the 
cold depths of a shattered 
mind.

Library News:
Library Board meetings 

are on the second Monday 

of each month at 6 pm, 
and when the weather 
is nice, the meetings are 
on the library patio. The 
public is invited. If you 
ever considered joining 
the Library Board of 
Trustees, come to some 
meetings and see how 
board members manage 
the functions of your 
community library. New 
programs and volunteers 
are always welcome! High 
schoolers, it looks good on 
your resume to be a public 
library volunteer!

Stay tuned for the next 
Swap Day focusing on 
plants!

Book sales are always 
going on. Just ask a desk 
volunteer for the key to 
the book barn and browse 
away!

SUBMITTED PHOTO J.D. Robb’s book Abandoned in Death. 
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Zimmerman said, “I know 
the Carpers are concerned of 
loss of revenue and loss of tax 
base and so on and so forth. 
But I know as the board, one 
of the things we are burdened 
with is how to pay for stuff  
and how to fund emergency 
services and other projects 
throughout the county. As 
much as we hate to raise 
taxes, it is a necessary evil. 
We come up with this idea as 
this became recently available 
due to some other legislation. 
Dan brought it to us, and we 
thought it would be a good 
way to generate some revenue 
without raising tax base for 
everything.”

He added, “It is unfor-
tunate and for us as a board 
determined it was the lesser 
of two evils. Th is $100,000 
that 40¢ per pack will raise 
will save us approximately 
two cents on the dollar on 
tax base. Yes, it will be an 
inconvenience and a burden 
to some, but they have the 
option not to buy them. But 
the rest of us that live in the 
county that pay taxes, it will 
relieve some burden from 
that. I personally feel we 
should keep the 40¢ and re-
visit at the 12-month.”

Collins did note that he 
had conversations with the 
county attorney who repre-
sents several towns and coun-
ties.    

“He said that he knew of 
two jurisdictions, when they 
adopted theirs that the con-
venience store owners were 
concerned about sales loss,” 
Collins stated. “He said the 
managers of those two loca-
tions went back one year later 
and sales were virtually the 
same. No scientifi c data, but 
that is what he said.”

 “I think personally a lot 
of it is education, as Roanoke 
County just went to 25¢. We 
are talking a 15¢ diff erence 
and Roanoke City and Salem 
is higher than us. I feel if we 
educate the public, I person-
ally think it was kind of han-
dled a little bit wrong. We are 
talking 15¢ and if the public 
knows this is going to emer-
gency services and to provide 
for the county, as well as an 
eff ort to keep taxes to a man-
ageable base, I think more 
people would be a little less 
upset about it,” Zimmerman 
added. “For the 492 names 
on there, I think if we could 
explain to them a little diff er-
ent way, maybe they would 
be a little less apt to sign that. 
It’s very disheartening to see 
things on Facebook bashing 
these fi ve people when we 
are trying to make the best 
educated that we can. Not 
that I am concerned about 
Facebook, but people should 
be educated more before they 
have a reaction.”   

“We did advertise this 
ordinance last year with 
our regular budget session,” 
Spence said. “It was a little bit 
surprising to see so much re-
action after the ordinance has 
been adopted. I would expect 
this kind of reaction when we 
fi rst proposed the ordinance.” 

Discussion was made on 
the avenues the BOS took 
to advertise: the BOS web-

site, the courthouse, and 
the newspaper, noting that 
out of the 492 signatures of 
Craig County citizens, only 
a handful frequented the 
courthouse, unless necessary, 
or visited the website or read 
the notices in the paper. 

It was suggested that they 
use more direct avenues 
such as posters on the Food 
Country bulletin board, at 
the convenience stores, etc.; 
places where Craig County 
residents who this would af-
fect would actually frequent, 
stressing that Craig County 
residents wish to work to-
gether on decisions and not 
create dissension. 

It was also noted at the 
meeting that the merchants 
have contacted the town to 
see if it would like to have a 
tax as the code of Virginia al-
lows them to have a tax, just 
like the county. 

Th e code states, “Any 
county cigarette tax imposed 
shall not apply within the 
limits of any town located in 
such county, now or hereafter 
imposes a town cigarette tax. 
However, if the governing 
body of any such town shall 
provide that a county a ciga-
rette tax, as well as a town cig-
arette tax, shall apply within 
the limits of such town, then 
such cigarette tax may be im-
posed by the county within 
such town.”

“So, I would request by 
the Board by motion for the 
town to consider putting that 
provision in their ordinance 
should the town adopt the 
cigarette ordinance,” Collins 
stated. “Without that provi-
sion, we cannot have ordi-
nance.”  

Th e Board then made a 
motion to make a request to 
the Town of New Castle, that 
if they adopt the cigarette or-
dinance that they will allow 
the county to leave theirs in 
place. 

Collins added, “Th e ad-
ministrative cost to run this 
thing is about $10,000 to 
$12,000 for the county, but 
would be less for the town. 
It is not cost-eff ective for the 
town.”

Another issue was the 
merchants having to indi-
vidually put a new audit 
stamp on each cigarette pack 
which took a long time per 
pack, for cigarettes already in 
merchants’ inventory. Carper 
shared he had 9,634 packs as 
of December 31 that had to 
be individually stamped with 
a special gun. 

“Th e way they are posi-
tioned, you can’t even put one 
on a package easily. You have 
to manipulate this sheet care-
fully, so you don’t accidently 
get two stamps,” he said. “It’s 

not about paying the money; 
you can take a check tomor-
row for the whole thing for 
$3,900 for the tax.”

His concern was hav-
ing to take days to stamp 
all cigarettes immediately. 
Also, at the time that many 
stamps were not available at 
the courthouse, but Parsons 
explained that the actual dis-
tributors were supposed to 
buy those and apply them to 
the packs, which they did not, 
therefore making our county 
merchants responsible for 
having to do this individually 
which was a much more dif-
fi cult task with their types of 
stamps they were provided. 

Parsons shared that this 
information was sent out in 
October and the stamps were 
in her offi  ce in November so 
that the distributors could 
have purchased and placed 
them on the packs by Janu-
ary 1. 

“Th is distributor did not 
come to my offi  ce and buy 
stamps, so this is the reason 
why a couple of these stores 
have all this inventory with 
no stamps, because the dis-
tributor did not come to us 
and now the burden is on 
our local businesses,” Parsons 
added. 

She is also working with 
the merchants in trying 
to make their mandatory 
stamping as easy as possible. 

Collins reiterated that 
there was no grace period to 
put the stamps on and Spen-
ce added that it would take 
two months to change the 
rulings to add one. 

Huff man took the po-
dium quickly explaining that 
she thinks there is a way to 
solve the issue, reading an ar-
ticle in Section 38-349. 

She and Parsons will be 
working closely with the mer-
chants to help make the tran-
sition as smooth as possible. 

However, moving for-
ward, they shared, “Th e 
stamps have to be on the 
packs. It is the only audit trail 
without going back and mak-
ing a huge inconvenience for 
both the merchants and our 
offi  ces. To my knowledge, all 
the distributors that do busi-
ness in our county have now 
purchased stamps.” 

As of February 10, 2022, 
the Carpers have noticed a 
20 percent reduction in their 
sales. Food Country added 
that they also have seen a 
drastic decrease in sales by an 
extreme and disappointing 
35 percent. 

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. 
Contemporary Service and 11:00 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday 
School at 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

OBITUARIES
Wolfe Jr., Homer Lee

Homer Lee Wolfe, Jr., 
55 of New Castle, went to 
be with the Lord on Sun-
day, February 6. He was 
preceded in death by par-
ents, Homer Lee Wolfe, 
Sr. and Eva Joyce Wolfe; 
daughter, Heather Elaine 
Wolfe; and father-in-law, 
Jay Wolfe. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 31 years, 
Susan Elaine Wolfe; son, 
Anthony Lee Wolfe and 
fi ancé Marissa; daughter, Jayda Wolfe; 
grandkids, Adie Wolfe, Tylor, Emma, and 
Mya Quarles; sisters, Joyce Medley and 
Gary and Michelle Phoenix and Ricky; 
brother, Kevin Wolfe; mother-in-law, Jan-
ice Wolfe; and numerous nieces, nephews, 

aunts, uncles, brother-in-
laws, sister-in-laws, family 
and friends.

Family was the most im-
portant thing to Homer. He 
was a dedicated husband, 
father, and grandfather. He 
worked for over 30 years 
with the Forestry Service 
and loved to be outdoors 
hunting and fi shing.

A Memorial Service will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 16, 

at Paitsel Funeral Home with Raymond 
Christian offi  ciating. Th e family will re-
ceive friends from 1 to 2 p.m. before the 
service.

Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral Home. 
www.paitselfh.com

Sarver, Susan Walker
Susan Walker Sarver, 

72, of Catawba, Virginia, 
went to be with her Lord 
and Savior on Saturday 
night, January 22, 2022.

 She was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Frank and Juanita Walker 
and brother, Douglas 
Walker.

She leaves behind a hus-
band of 51 years, Sheldon 
Ned Sarver Sr.; two sons, 
Sheldon (April) Sarver and 
Matthew (Kimberly) Sarver; six grandchil-
dren, Jacob, Tanner, Landon, Addyson, Sa-
die, and Zachary; four siblings, Ann (Carl) 
Easter, David (Karen) Walker, Brenda (Da-
vid) Craft, and Norma Walker; her nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews; 
and many friends.

Susan was vibrant, full of life and made 
a positive impact on every person she met. 
She loved and served the Lord with her 
many talents and whatever she did, was de-
termined to do it 100 percent. She loved her 
family deeply, especially her grandchildren. 

Her favorite pastime with 
them was playing games, 
playing guitar, singing songs 
and talking to them about 
Jesus. Her greatest desire was 
for them to grow up loving 
and serving the Lord with all 
their hearts.

Th e family would like to 
thank each one who came to 
spend time with Susan in her 
last days as well as the doctors 
and nurses who took such 
great care of her at Lewis 

Gale Hospital.
Due to extenuating circumstances sur-

rounding her husband, the family will have 
a Celebration of Life Service at Christian 
Life International Church at a later date.

Susan dedicated much of her time in the 
Music Ministry and Operation Christmas 
Child Ministry at CLI Church. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations may be made to Chris-
tian Life International Church, 1 CLI Way, 
Salem, VA 24153, earmarked “Music Min-
istry” or “Operation Christmas Child.”

Hollins, Lillian Irene
Lillian Irene Hollins, age 82, of New Cas-

tle passed away peacefully on Feb. 12, 2022.
She was the devoted wife of 48 years of 

the late Don Hollins; beloved mother of 
Donna Jacobus (Jamie) of Johnstown, OH, 
and Ray Hollins (Ann) of New Castle; lov-
ing grandmother of Stacy (Ryan), Rowan 
(Grace) and Seth (Aislinn).

Born on May 5, 1939, Irene lived in 
Mercer County, WV, until meeting Don 
and moving to Alexandria, VA. Th ey raised 
their children in Lorton, VA, and eventually 
settled in New Castle. 

Irene was a devout Christian who loved 
the Lord fi rst and was tirelessly dedicated to 
bible study.

Th roughout her life, Irene was a beacon 
of service in each community she was a part 

of, notably at Silverbrook United Method-
ist Church in Lorton where she was a pil-
lar for many years. Many people benefi tted 
from her boundless support and hospital-
ity, as she and Don took those in need into 
their home and hearts. Her home in New 
Castle was a favorite gathering place for her 
grandchildren and many of their friends. She 
had countless friends and maintained special 
connections with many of her aunts and 
cousins. Her door was always open and it 
would be impossible to describe the number 
of lives she touched. 

A memorial celebration will be held on 
Saturday, February 19, at New Castle Chris-
tian Church, 282 Salem Ave, New Castle. 
Family will be available for visitors at 12 
p.m., with a service following at 1 p.m.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

I would like to 
thank everyone for 

their prayers, phone 
calls, visits, food 

and flowers before 
and after Mary 

Jane’s passing. She 
was very blessed 

with all her family 
and friends.

Thank you and 
God bless all,

Gene Kendall & family

Jesse Spence shared that 
this was a process the Board 
started working on last year. 

“At that time, we consid-
ered adopting the ordinance 
as a way to help us fund our 
emergency services costs be-
cause those have continued to 
increase annually,” Chairman 
Spence said. “Many people 
may or may not realize that 
most of the calls are run by 
paid staff  now. Volunteer staff  
do help some, but the major-

ity of the calls are covered by 
paid staff . And there really 
isn’t a lot we can do about 
that because when people call 
up and someone needs to be 
there to help them.”

Spence explained that he 
viewed the last few budget 
years. 

“It cost the Emergency 
services ambulatory services 
$358,000 in 2018-2019 and 
last year $524,000,” he said. 
“Th at is probably not going 

to drop and likely to contin-
ue to increase gradually be-
cause we need a couple more 
people. Th erefore, we adopt-
ed the ordinance solely with 
the intent to use the revenue 
for the emergency services 
and no one on this board was 
in disagreement and no one 
showed up at the public hear-
ing. In July of last year, no 
one said anything one way or 
another that I remember.”

Board member Rusty 

Cigarette Tax from page 1
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STATEWIDE ADS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Mar 31, 2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378

STATEWIDE ADS

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sales - Salem

For Sale - Firewood

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

www.nbbank.com/job-
t iti

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

To place 
your 

ad, call 
389-9355

MAKE 
AN 

“A”
IN 

ADVERTISING!

ADVERTISE!

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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ADVERTISE!

To place a
 classi  ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
House-hunting 

couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

ADVERTISE!
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Rockets needed win Tuesday to qualify for region hoops

Cook will speak 
at Roanoke Valley 
Sports Club Monday

Th e Craig County boys were home 
to Highland Tuesday, needing a win to 
qualify for the Region 1C basketball 
tournament. Th e top four teams from 
the seven member Pioneer District ad-
vance to the regional.

Craig is the fourth seed in the district 
tournament, drawing fi fth seeded High-
land in the fi rst round. If the Rockets 
won Tuesday they advance to the dis-
trict semifi nals tonight and clinch a spot 
in the regional. Th e Rockets would play 
top seeded Parry McCluer tonight in 
Buena Vista, as the 2021 Class 1 state 
champs had a fi rst round bye. Th e Pio-
neer District championship game is Fri-
day at the highest remaining seed and 
there’s also a third place game.

Th e Rockets fi nished the regular 
season at 8-9 after going 1-2 last week. 
Th ey opened with a 59-38 win over 
Bath County last Monday, February 7.  

“I was pleased with the team eff ort 
at Bath,” said coach Ryan Frazier. “We 
played hard, with solid defense and 
pushed out to a 33-8 halftime lead. 
When the fi rst group comes out and 
sets the tone it allows us to get guys 
minutes in these games, which I think 
is important.”

Colton Moore led the Rockets with 
15 points, followed by Matthew Lucas 
with 14. Zachary Peters had nine, Ma-
son Huff man had eight, Nathan Fisher 
had seven and Dylan Crawford had half 
a dozen. 

A night later the Rockets were at 
Parry McCluer and dropped a 68-35 
decision to a very tough Fightin’ Blues 
squad. Parry McCluer is undefeated in 
district play.

“We started off  very sluggish and on 
the back foot,” said Frazier. “We dug 
ourselves into a hole early, but we got a 
little confi dence and played some better 
basketball in the second half. At the end 
of the day they were just too strong.”

Th e Blues’ 6’11” center, Spencer 
Hamilton, was hard to match up with 
and scored a game high 27 points.

“Hamilton is really some player for 
them, and we just couldn’t match up 
well,” said Frazier. “Th e only consola-
tion is that just about every team in 
the region has the same problem when 
playing them.”

Lucas led Craig with 14 points and 
Moore had nine. 

On Th ursday of last week the boys 
were at Covington for a key game 

against the Cougars. Th e Rockets were 
looking to take the third seed in the dis-
trict with a win but instead came out on 
the short end of a 48-47 score.

“Th at was a heartbreaker,” said Fra-
zier. “As frustrating a loss as it was, we 
had some positives in the game. We 
were down 11 points down the stretch 
in the fourth quarter and battled back 
to tie the game, and had a few oppor-
tunities to take the lead and possibly 
clinch the game.”

With the loss Craig dropped the 
home-and-home series with Coving-
ton despite being outscored by a total 
of three points, having lost by two at 
home, in overtime, and by one point in 
Covington.

“Th ey were both great games, and 
ones you want to be a part of,” said Fra-
zier. “We just wish the outcome would 
have went our way. We will use it to get 
better, and I hope to see them in the 
tournament for another shot at them.”

Lucas had 15 in this one, Fisher had 
13 and Crawford scored 11 points. 

“We still have a chance to qualify for 
a region birth, but we have to take care 
of business this week to make that hap-
pen.” 

Craig girls are fifth seed in the district

Th e Craig County girls were in Cov-
ington Tuesday hoping to make the 
Region 1C basketball tournament. Th e 
girls needed a win over the Cougars to 
keep their season alive.

Th e top four teams in the district ad-
vance to the region, and Craig is the fi fth 
seed for the Pioneer tournament. Cov-
ington is the fourth seed, and the winner 
of that game advances to tonight’s semi-
fi nal against top-seeded Parry McCluer 
and is assured a spot in the regional.

While Covington is a higher seed 
than the Rockets, this was expected to be 
a tossup game. Last Th ursday at home 
the Rockets dropped a 49-46 decision to 
the Cougars that cost the girls a district 
tournament opening home game. 

“We played hard Th ursday,” said 
Craig coach Brock Jones. “I thought 
we really would have had that game. It 
hurt when Lexxy Brookman fouled out. 
She had six points, 10 blocks and 10 re-
bounds and was owning the paint most 
all the game.”

Annabelle Gregory played great de-
fense and fi nished with 12 points and 
four steals. Sara Jones had 10 points, fi ve 
rebounds and four blocks and Maggie 
Mays added nine points. 

“Hannah Caldwell had a tough as-
signment, guarding Covington’s best 
player, Persinger,” said Jones. “She held 
her to four points at the half. Th e last 
time we played she had 24. I think she 
fi nished with 16 for the game but Han-
nah did an outstanding job and we were 
on top of our game. Hannah had six 

steals.”
Th e game was tied with 25 seconds 

left when Covington hit a three from 
the corner. Craig’s Annabelle Gregory 
almost tied the game with a three but it 
wouldn’t drop and the Cougars got the 
ball back and fouled. 

“Th ey missed and we got the re-
bound and came up court,” said Jones. 
“Calling a timeout we set up a play with 
2.5 seconds left. Sara Jones received the 
ball and was about eight feet behind the 
three point line when she released the 
ball, right in front of me. I said ‘holy cow 
it’s on target to go to overtime,’ but the 
ball came up short and missed the rim 
by about six inches. It was the best game 
we played all year.”

Gregory fi nished with 12 points, Sara 
Jones had 10 and Caldwell and Maggie 
Mays had nine each.

“Th e score changed left and right and 
the girls kept fi ghting and pushing,” said 
Jones. “We have gotten so much better 
in the last few weeks of the season. I hate 
that it’s coming to an end.”

Th e game was the third of the week 
for the Rockets, who opened with a 
47-27 win over Bath County at home. 
Sara had 12 points, 10 boards and four 
blocks for Craig while Caldwell had 
eight points, 11 rebounds eight steals 
and four blocks.

“We looked decent on the off en-
sive end and were pushing and moving 
the ball up the court well,” said Jones. 
“Sara shot really well this game and she’s 
been playing great the last few weeks. 

Defi nitely needed this for a confi dence 
booster. She has been huge for us this 
year. 

“Hannah has had multiple games 
with great stat lines outside of just scor-
ing. She’s our most athletic player every-
where on the court. She played a really 
great all around game.”

A night later the girls played host to 
Parry McCluer and dropped a 62-24 
game to the top team in the district. 
Th e Blues were 18-1 coming in with 
their only loss to Northside early in the 
season. 

“Th ey won state in 2017, 18 and 19 
and lost in the elite 8 in 2020 and will 
most likely be back in the fi nal 8 this 
year,” said coach Jones. “Th ey are tough. 
Th ey are long, fast, can shoot and really 
get after you on defense. Luckily they 
are graduating eight seniors. Th ey are by 
far the best team we have faced all year.”

Sara Jones led Craig with seven 
points and sophomore Randalyn Tay-
lor had her best game to date with six 
points. 

If Craig won at Covington Tuesday 
they will be playing Parry McCluer 
again tonight, but with a Region 1C 
tournament in hand. If the Rockets lost 
Tuesday their season is over. 

Th e district championship game is 
Friday at the highest remaining seed, 
and there is also a third place game for 
regional seeding.

“It looks like the fourth seed from 
the Pioneer would travel to Auburn,” 
said Jones.

Murray Cook, who built 
the “Field of Dreams” base-
ball diamond in Iowa used 
for the White Sox and Yan-
kees game last summer, will 
be the guest speaker at the 
February meeting of the Roa-
noke Valley Sports Club next 
Monday, February 21.

Cook turned the site 
in Dyersville, Iowa from a 
tourist attraction into a big 
league ballpark. Th e original 
fi eld was the setting for the 
movie “Field of Dreams,” 
starring Kevin Costner. Th e 
big league game was a big hit 
last August, drawing interna-
tional attention.

Cook, who grew up in 
Salem, is the offi  cial fi eld 
consultant for Major League 
Baseball and is the president 
of BrightView Sports Turf 
Division. It’s a far cry from his 
days in Salem, when he lived 
just off  the Boulevard, which 
runs parallel to the stadium 
now known as Salem Mu-
nicipal Field.

“My granddad took me to 
the games there when I was 
nine, 10, 11 years old,” he 
said. “I started working there 
when I was 13.”

He worked on the grounds 
crew and was among the fi rst 
responders in the summer of 
1974, when Salem outfi elder 
Alfredo Edmead was killed 
in an on-fi eld collision with 
teammate Pablo Cruz. It’s 
hard not to be sentimental 
when he drives past the old 
ballpark.

“I just love it,” he said. “I’ve 
been to so many fi elds that 
they’ve torn down. You know 
the Olympics that we’ve 
worked on in Beijing, Athens 
… those baseball fi elds have 
all been torn down.”

He did not play baseball at 
Andrew Lewis High School. 
From there, he went to North 
Carolina Wesleyan.

“I pitched there for a 
couple of years,” he said. “It’s 
funny because I walked on. 
All I had done before that was 
pitch batting practice to the 
guys in Salem. I could throw 
strikes.”

By Cook’s count, he has 
been to 62 countries. In 
2014, he was at the season-
opening game between the 
Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Arizona Diamondbacks in 
Sydney, Australia.

“It meant fl ipping a crick-
et fi eld into a baseball fi eld,” 
Cook said. “Th at was prob-
ably the big develop that kind 
of said. ‘Th is was kind of cool. 
What else can we do?’ 

“Th e next thing you knew, 
the powers that be in the 
commissioner’s offi  ce and 
players union got together 
and said, ‘Let’s pick some 
more sites.”

A game between the At-
lanta Braves and Florida Mar-
lins in 2016 at Fort Bragg was 
the next choice. Cook and 
his associates turned an old 

golf course into a 12,500-seat 
baseball stadium in 120 days. 

“We also had to do the 
locker rooms, clubhouses, 
media tent and all the broad-
cast compound areas,” Cook 
said. “Moving along, we said, 
‘OK, we haven’t played in Eu-
rope yet. We’ve been looking 
at London for a while.’ “

Th at turned into a series 
featuring the New York Yan-
kees and Boston Red Sox in 
2019.

“Th ey turned Queen Eliz-
abeth Stadium into a baseball 
park in 22 days,” Cook said. 
“Th e fi rst 16 days it rained. 
Th at was a tough one.”

Th e Cardinals and Cubs 
are scheduled to play in Lon-
don next year.

In recent years, he has 
been involved in the MLB 
Little League World Series 
that had Pittsburgh and the 
Chicago Cubs play in Wil-
liamsport, Pa., on the same 
day as the Little Leagues.

“We took a minor-league 
ballpark and turned it into 
a major-league ballpark for 
2,500 people,” Cook said. 
“Th at’s for all the players, 
coaches and families of the 
Little League World Series.

It’s at Bowman Field, the 
second oldest minor-league 
fi eld in the country and home 
to the Williamsport Cross 
Cutters, the Philadelphia 
Phillies’ Double A affi  liate.

“We had to build tent 
structures to support batting 
tunnels and all of the other 
things that a major-league 
ballpark would need to put a 
game,” Cook said. 

It’s hard to say exactly 
where Cook acquired his ex-
pertise.

“I worked at a lot of mi-
nor-league parks,” he said. 
“When I moved to Florida 
in 1989 and took over the 
job at the Braves-Expos com-
plex, that’s when things really 
kicked off .

“Th ere were hard times. 
Th ere were glory times, too. 
Th at was the fi rst dual-use 
spring training complex. 
From that point on, when-
ever they build a new spring 
training facilities, it’s for two 
teams. It’s cheaper.”

Sometimes he’s accom-
panied by his wife, Donna. 
Th ey have three children all 
between 33 and 30. Th ey 
also have taken part in foster 
care.

“I enjoy what I do,” said 
Cook, who occasionally 
stops by Salem Memorial 
Stadium and off ers feedback 
when asked. “What we do is 
create a lot of good times for 
a lot of people and it’s fun.”

Cook is a member of the 
Salem-Roanoke Baseball 
Hall of Fame, and an ac-
complished banquet speaker. 
Anyone who would like to 
hear him speak on Monday 
and is not a member of the 
Roanoke Valley Sports Club 
can go to the club’s website 
to sign up at roanokeval-
leysportsclub.com.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Murray Cook spoke at the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall 
of Fame banquet in 2020. He’ll be the guest speaker at 
the Roanoke Valley Sports Club meeting next Monday.

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
Mason Huffman handles the ball for the Rockets. Matthew Lucas looks for a teammate.

 PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Hannah Ratliff drives around a Bath County defender Maggie Mays shoots a jumper against the Chargers.

Doug Doughty
Contributing writer
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