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Rabies shots fundraiser helps 
provide funds for Rescue Squad

By 9 a.m. last Friday, the rabies shots 
were to start being administered at the 
Craig County Fairgrounds with over 
25 vehicles in line and volunteers in 
place at the gate to help guide people. 

Cats were in their cages and many 
dogs were looking out windows check-
ing out the event. Other dogs had 
their heads out windows. 

Veterinarian Dr. Marge Lewter, 
along with many volunteers, set up the 
station, though blistering winds con-
tinually blew their papers off the tables 
and out of their hands. 

Still, they pushed through until the 
very end. 

The volunteers assisting were, Dr. 
Marge Lewter (administering shots), 
Robert Wrzosek, Walter Marsden, 

Submitted photo S
Dr. Marge Lewter slowly approaches each animal with the assistance of a 
volunteer to give Kimla McDaniel’s dog, Ella, her rabies shot.

New Castle cigarette tax 
now lower than Roanoke

Submitted photo 
The New Castle Town Council approved a lower local cigarette tax than Roanoke to 
be effective by May 30.

The implementation of a ciga-
rette tax in Craig County has gener-
ated much discussion in the last few 
months.

At the February 21 meeting, the 
Town Council chose to implement a 

20 cents per pack cigarette tax, there-
fore canceling out the county tax for 
those businesses within the town lim-
its, including Gopher Market, Food 
Country and Family Dollar.

The county cannot charge their tax 
on these localities. However, with new 

Craig County at its finest

Submitted photo
Kammie Fisher recently captured the reflection of the sun off their pond as the 
evening sun set and the sky looked like molten fire. 

School Board has begun budget preps
One of the most difficult jobs 

of the Craig County School 
Board is to make their budget 
monies go as far as they can, 
covering the most needed areas.

The following members were 
present at the February month-
ly meeting: Superintendent 
Jeanette Warwick, Chair and 
Craig City District representa-
tive Trace Bellassai, Vice Chair 
- Potts Mountain Faye Powers, 
Craig Creek Rep. Kevin Altizer 
and Darren Gilreath – Sim-
monsville and Walter Marsden 
– New Castle.

Superintendent Warwick 
gave an overview of the budget 
process.

“Though it’s still very early 
and these are not solid numbers, 
we are beginning the process 

of developing our budget,” she 
said.

The presentation is also avail-
able on the schools’ website.

“At the very end, it is all about 
our kids. Every child a graduate, 
every child prepared for life,” 
she emphasized. “Whatever that 
means to that child, whether go-
ing onto a two-year or four-year 
institution, or workforce, we 
want to give them the skills they 
need to be prepared for life.”

Warwick added, “The budget 
has to drive what we do in the 
school system in order to make 
sure that we are able to support 
this mission and our goal.”

She shared the financial out-
line of the divisions educational 
program.

“Every year we want to be 
very intentional with our money 
and make sure any expenditures 
or any approvals that we make 

always end to affect our stu-
dents,” she said. 

Warwick explained the cur-
rent budget funds she has to 
work with is from Governor 
Northam, however it will change 
in the future.

Warwick gave an outline of 
the process:

• January through March – 
Stakeholder input

•March and April, the School 
Board will adopt a budget

•May the Board of Supervi-
sors will adopt their budget and 
the School Board may have to 
revisit the budget pending the 
decisions of the BOS (which de-
pends on local shares and contri-
butions from the BOS)

•June and July will continue 
with expenditures and audits

She went over the Governor’s 
proposal for pay increase.

Marsden asked about the 

Governors’ budget, as the in-
crease in inflation does not cover 
the five percent possible raise. 
Bellassai agreed wholeheartedly, 
adding that since Craig County 
is so small, they do not have the 
large tax base, nor did they re-
ceive the added funds that some 
schools received from the local-
ity.

“I would encourage you to 
reach out to the Board of Su-
pervisors for those funding op-
tions,” Bellassai added.

Warwick noted that she 
shared with the BOS that if they 
do not receive all the matching 
funds, the schools will lose ap-
proximately $800,000 in state 
funding.

She also shared the Com-
posite Index which determines 
a school divisions ability to pay 
education costs fundamental to 
the Commonwealth’s Standard 

of Quality.
The Department of Educa-

tion determines what the aver-
age daily membership of the 
schools will be. The historical 
data includes:

•2014 – 2016 = .3157
•2016 – 2018 = .3026
•2018 – 2020 = .3235
•2020 – 2022 = .336
•2022 – 2024 = .3362
“However, for many years 

now, Craig County Public 
Schools have suffered in that 
the student membership (at-
tendance) continues to decline 
annually and is currently at an 
all-time low,” Warwick added, 
“This is a trend we are seeing in 
many counties. However, just 
because our enrollments are de-
clining, it is not in just one grade 
level.”
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Individuals 100 years 
or older make up less 
than one percent of the 
United States popula-
tion. Pauline Armes, a 
beloved member of the 
Craig County communi-
ty, celebrated that mile-
stone earlier this month. 

“I knew that this was 
such a monumental mile-
stone and I wanted her to 
be able to celebrate this 
in the best way imagin-
able,” Pauline’s grand-
daughter Vanessa Rut-
ter said. “However, due 
to the circumstances of 
a pandemic and people 
not gathering together as 
they normally would, we 
had decided to postpone 
that until later in the 
spring so we could do an 
outside event.”

She added, “I still 
didn’t want her special 
day to go unnoticed so I 
knew I had to do some-
thing that she would 
never forget. So, I set 
out with a goal to do 
100 cards received from 
100 different people for 
her 100th birthday. I was 

very eager and excited to 
do this and as I started 
reaching out to people, 
it was an overwhelm-
ing response from indi-
viduals in Craig County, 
throughout the United 
Sates and even outside of 
the country.” 

Originally from Ce-
dar Bluff, Virginia, while 
Pauline didn’t grow up 
in Craig County, she is 
loved by an innumer-
able amount of locals 

of all ages. Most of her 
adult life was spent living 
on a farm with her late 
husband, Wade Armes. 
Together, they had four 
children: Larry, Jack, 
Nancy and Jim. 

In addition to her four 
children, Pauline also has 
five grandchildren – Rick 
Alsbrook, Vanessa Rutter 
and Misty, Tim and Dar-
lene Armes – and seven 

Beloved community resident 
becomes a centenarian

Be sure to 

‘Like’ the New 

Castle Record 

on Facebook.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bay Area Transit Auth. 
(abbr.)
  5. Pull apart  by force
  9. Ancient Egyptian King
 12. Missing soldiers
 13. Capital of Japan
 14. Diamond month (abbr.)
 15. Spheres
 16. Surpassing good
 17. British thermal unit
 18. Philippine island & 
seaport
 19. Legally argued
 20. Belonging to singer 
Fitzgerald
 22. Bowler hats
 24. Has a strong odor
 25. Doyens
 26. London Gallery
 27. Rural delivery

 28. Rods
 31. Stonhenge plain
 33. Withdraw from mem-
bership
 34. Execute or perform
 35. Central or Yellowstone
 36. Municipality in Norway
 39. Bay of NW Rep. of 
Ireland
 40. Skin designs
 42. Son of Jephunneh
 43. Baseball’s Ruth
 44. Clare Booth __, Am. 
writer
 46. Black tropical American 
cuckoo
 47. Filled with fear or ap-
prehension
 49. 6th Jewish month
 50. Wide metal vessel 
used in cooking

 51. Make by pouring into a cast
 52. Colombian city
 53. Heat unit
 54. Carpenter, red and army
 55. Adam and Eve’s garden
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Big man on campus
  2. Made public by radio or televi-
sion
  3. Labelled
  4. Inform positively
  5. Drinks habitually
  6. Supplemented with difficulty
  7. SW Scottish river & port
  8. American poet 1874-1963
  9. Pads
 10. Ingestion or intake
 11. Tie up a bird before cooking
 13. Bulrushes of the genus Scirpus
 16. Turned rod on a spinning wheel
 21. Having or covered with leaves

 23. The 44th U.S. President
 28. Midway between S 
and SE
 29. Tuberculosis (abbr.)
 30. Inspected accounting 
procedures
 31. A twilled woolen fabric
 32. Potato state
 33. The work of a sailor
 35. Involving 2 dimensions
 36. Fanatical or overzealous
 37. Consolation
 38. Wild sheep of northern 
Africa
 39. Erect leafless flower-
bearing stalk
 40. Afrikaans
 41. Weighing device
 43. Very dry champagne
 45. Emerald  Isle
 48. A resident of Benin
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Fenwick Mines still 
a thing a beauty

Submitted photo 
Lorna Bragg recently captured the special beauty of Fenwick Mines during its 
late February season.
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MONDAY 
THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Wednesday from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The library is 
located at 303 Main St. 
in New Castle. For more 
information, call (540) 
864-8978 or visit  www.

craiglibrary.org.
 

EVERY SUNDAY

• A l c o h o l i c s 
Anonymous meeting. 8 
p.m. at New Castle Fire 
Hall.

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 
7 p.m. inside the New 
Castle Town Hall, located 
at 339 Market Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 
Board meets at 5:30 p.m. 

in the High School Media 
Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main St.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/
Craig/Roanoke Farm 
Service Agency County 
Committee meets each 
month at 10 a.m. at the 
Bonsack USDA Service 
Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting 

date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. 
The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located 
at 36 Executive Circle, 
Suite 1, Roanoke, VA 
24012. All County 
Committee meetings are 
open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

Submitted photoS 
From left to right, Easton Rutter, Pauline Armes, Vanessa Rutter and Sawyer Rutter.

On February 8, Pauline Armes celebrated becoming 
a centenarian with friends and family members with 
cake, birthday cards and nonstop laughter.

See Centenarian, page 4

Shawn Nowlin
shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org
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Craig County School Board

March 8, 2022
5:30 pm

Regular School Board Meeting
& Public Hearing

FY 2022 Budget I nput

Location
CCHS Auditorium

Forestry Mulching                  
Land Clearing/Excavating 

Pond & Stream Services                 
APX Services LLC                    

540-566-6920

Equipment Rental 
Excavators-Skidsteers 

Forestry Mulchers       
Bucket Trucks/Cranes                    

APX Services LLC                
540-566-6920

APX Services LLC 
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Forestry Mulching                  
Land Clearing/Excavating 

Pond & Stream Services                 
APX Services LLC                    

540-566-6920

Equipment Rental 
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Forestry Mulchers       
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•	Forestry	Mulching/Brush	Cutting	
•	Right	of	Way	&	Land	Clearing	
•	Stream	&	Pond	Services	
•	Light	Excavating/Grading
•	Pipe	&	Culvert	Cleaning
•	Rock	&	Stump	Removal
•	Crane	Services
•	Bucket	Truck	Services
•	Underground	Utilities
•	Storm	Water	Management
•	Site	Prep				•	Small	Job	Specialty
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information of neigh-
boring county cigarette 
taxes, the county may 
consider reducing their 
county tax too.

Present members at 
the Town Council were: 
Mayor John “Bucky” 
Johnson, Vice-Mayor 
Tommy Zimmerman, 
Clerk and treasurer 
Nina Davis, Town At-
torney Bruce Mayer and 
members Lenny Mc-
Donald, Karen Crush 
and Heather Duncan.

The main subject 
of the meeting was the 
adoption of an ordi-
nance of a town ciga-
rette tax.

Business owners Mike 
and Richard Carper of 
Gopher Market and 
IGA Express Exxon and 
David Stephens, Food 
Country store manager, 
attended.

“Our cigarette sales 
have dropped drasti-
cally,” Stephens said. 
“With the cigarette 
price increase, our retail 
sales are down around 
30 percent. So that 
means people are going 
out of our county to buy 
their cigarettes.”

Stephens reported 
that since January 1, 
their sales loss was great.

Mike Carper noted 
that he read in last 
weeks’ paper of how 
much revenue the coun-
ty was going to raise on 
the proposed cigarette 
tax.

“I know that our 
two stores sell 78 per-
cent of the cigarettes 
in this county. I picked 
three random weeks 
and last week, we were 
down with the tax in-
crease,” he explained, 
adding, “Last week, we 
received 116 cartons of 
cigarettes at Gopher and 
114 at IGA Exxon. Be-
fore January 1, our total 
cigarette sales were 150 
plus cartons every week, 
which is down 24 per-
cent overall.”

The American Lung 
Association did a survey 
and Virginia’s average 
cost of a pack of ciga-
rettes, before inflation 
hit, came to $5.25. If the 
Carpers lose 35 cartons 
per week in sales, which 
equals to approximately 
150 per month, that is 
$7,875 a month in lost 
revenue per store. That 
does not include the loss 
of what those citizens 
would have bought in 
gasoline, food, lottery 
tickets, drinks, and beer 
or wine purchases.

Carper said, “It has 
also hurt our bottom 
line.”

Mayor Bucky John-

son asked if it had af-
fected our overall store 
sales.

Carper quickly re-
sponded, “Absolutely!”

“I want to do what is 
right by the citizens of 
Craig,” Carper added. 
“If you guys are work-
ing for the citizens, we 
three have the most at 
stake,” referring to Go-
pher Market, IGA Ex-
press Exxon and Food 
Country.

“With 78 percent out 
of our two stores and an-
other almost 20 percent 
at Food Country, that is 
almost everything,” he 
said.

Carper proposed, 
“We would like to see no 
higher than say $2.00 
per carton. I know there 
is a provision request 
from the county to ride 
along with their ordi-
nance and I ask that you 
not do that. If you are 
going to allow the coun-
ty to do the other $2.00, 
then do the entire $4.00 
for the town.”

Carper agreed that 
it is a revenue genera-
tor but stood firm with 
his and Food Country’s 
decreasing figures that, 
“we are running people 
off!”

Carper reiterated the 
words spoken at the 
BOS meeting that the 
county wishes to wait 
a year to see what hap-
pens. “But we already 
know. We lose busi-
ness,” he said.

Tommy Zimmerman 
asked about the county’s 
tax and the town’s tax to 
see if then it would be a 
$6.00 per carton tax.

Mayer explained, 
“No, with our permis-
sion, we can allow them 
to also have their or-
dinance.” (Though he 
does not believe the to-
tal of both can go above 
the $4.00 per carton.)

“I’m begging you, 
don’t do that. Let’s start 
off small and let’s see 
what happens. Let’s give 
it six months and the 
cigarettes sales will be 
back up because they 
will be cheaper,” Carper 
shared. “It’s not a hard 
sale. It’s not hard to fig-
ure out. You guys are on 
the board because you 
are smart, not because 
you are just there.”

He added, “Give me 
six months and I will 
show you. If I’m wrong, 
it can be published in 
the paper that Mike 
Carper was wrong.”

Carper also informed 
them that stamps do not 
have to be purchased as 
a member had this con-
cern.

“You do not need 
stamps, it is only for 
enforcement,” Carper 
explained. “You don’t 
need to go through the 
hassle of stamps. The 
wholesaler will pay you 
quarterly for any ciga-
rettes that are bought. 
If you will have an en-
forcement officer, you 
can get the stamps. We 
are not going anywhere 
else to buy our ciga-
rettes. We do not have 
time to do that. We get 
our cigarettes from one 
place, and they will pay 
you for the cigarette 
cartons that we pur-
chase every quarter.”

Mayer then explained 
how the wholesaler buys 
the stamps and places 
them on the cigarette 
packs.

Carper noted the 
easiest was not to do 
the stamps, where the 
wholesaler pays for the 
stamps, but to get the 
quarterly payments 
from the local busi-
nesses buying from the 
wholesaler who in turn 
pay the town.

Explained Mayer, 
“My opinion is that we 
should have a stamp. 
There could be some 
kind of check-system, 
where we make sure they 
are not selling cigarettes 
without stamps. We can 
do some spot checking.

The county just got 
the authority to apply 
a cigarette tax, but cit-
ies have had it for some 
time.

He noted it takes up 
to five weeks to get the 
stamps, which would be 
different from the coun-
ty stamp. They have to 
pay a discount to the 
wholesaler for putting a 
stamp on the individual 
packs.

Mayer stated $920 
per week in tax to Town, 
$874 after discount 
paid, which equals 
$45,000 per year. Stamp 
costs are about $125 per 
month.

Davis shared they 
could call and set an ap-
pointment to purchase 
the stamps from her.

Carper reminded 
them that normally 
15,000 stamps come on 
a roll for wholesalers.

Mayer expressed pos-
sibility of having an au-
ditor.

Addressing Jesse 
Spence who was in at-
tendance at the BOS 
meeting, McDonald 
shared, “The reason this 
happened in the first 
place is our EMS are 
slowly having to step 
away from volunteer 
services and pay EMS 
personnel. Also, this 
allows us to have them 
to have the correct cer-
tifications to take care 
of everybody and you 
needed $100,000.”

“Yes, there have been 
steady increases in the 
cost of EMS,” Spence 
said.

McDonald contin-
ued, “That is not go-
ing to go away with the 
cigarette tax. If we do a 
smaller cigarette tax in 
the town, they still need 
$100,000 and we have 
taken that source of 
revenue away from the 
county.”

Zimmerman also 
asked of how much of 
that $100,000 is raised 
by insurance costs of 
billing the insurance 
companies and Medi-
care for services ren-
dered.

Spence shared that 
the EMS does bill, but 
is currently unaware of 
the exact amounts.

McDonald’s concern 
is that there is no infra-
structure to implement 
and the county ending 
up looking for revenue 
through property taxes.

It was explained that 
would be all of Craig 
residents instead of just 
the few that smoke and 
the small businesses that 
take the revenue loss.

McDonald contin-
ued, “Inflation is up 
over seven percent and 
cigarette costs will go 
up significantly more 
from inflation than 
the tax the county has 
proposed. The sales of 
cigarettes since 2002 
have dropped 12 per-
cent. This is a piece of 
the business that is go-
ing away slowly. It is 
not something the con-
venience stores can rely 
on year after year, as it 
is going to drop. So, 
I am struggling to see 
where we would step 
into this as a town in 
that we would not have 
a mechanism in place 
to enforce, manage or 
audit it. My concern 
is that we are stepping 
into a potential storm 
that we really aren’t 
prepared for. I realize 
there is a competitive 
nature between Roa-
noke and Craig County 
on the tax that has been 
implemented. Just as 
our county has given a 
good faith saying, ‘we 
will look at it again as 
soon as we run out of 
these stamps.’ Roanoke 
County is also will-
ing to reconsider where 
they are placing their 
taxes. I am empathetic 
to our business owners. 
You need the business. 
I also know you gain 
businesses by putting in 
those skill machines.”

Carper said, “To your 
point, cigarettes were 
down. It is the number 
two sales in convenience 
stores. Over 27 percent 
of our business comes 
from cigarettes. If you 
take that away, we won’t 

be here.”
Pam Dudding feels 

like one of the main 
points was that we have 
small businesses in 
Craig County.

“We don’t have what 
they have in Roanoke. 
They depend on the 
people to buy their 
cigarettes, who also at 
the same time purchase 
fast-food items, lottery 
tickets, gas and beer,” 
she said. “I set there one 
evening and watched 
people buy cigarettes. 
They aren’t just buying 
cigarettes when they 
come in. I know you are 
concentrating on the 
cigarette sales, but the 
cigarette sales that they 
are losing doesn’t in-
clude the gasoline sales 
lost, the small conve-
nience items lost, the 
beer, wine or lottery 
tickets lost.”

McDonald did note 
that gas was cheaper in 
Craig County.

Speaking up, Carper 
said, “And why do you 
think? (As the Carpers 
have done this inten-
tionally to keep business 
in Craig.) In Roanoke, 
they have multiple gas 
stations they drive by. 
Why do they come to 
us?”

McDonald answered, 
“Because it is three 
cents cheaper.”

Then McDonald 
added, “Ok, I get your 
point on the cigarettes.”

Dudding explained 
that if Craig businesses 
are losing 37 percent of 
their revenue, the coun-
ty won’t be receiving 
“all that tax” that they 
were expecting, just like 
other counties that have 
done this exact thing 
in previous years and it 
boomeranged on them 
as well.

Zimmerman stated, 
“I don’t care what you 
are dealing with, if you 
keep the price down, 
sales go up.”

“I have my concerns 
that I don’t think we 
are in position to imple-
ment it,” McDonald 
said. “I feel the county 
says that they will in 
time reconsider.”

Several attendees 
chimed in quoting the 
BOS previous state-
ment, “They may recon-
sider after seeing a years 
of tax implementation.”

Crush emphasized, 
“But if they hire these 
two EMS employees, 
they are then respon-
sible, so how then 
would the county lower 
the cigarette tax? They 
aren’t going to lower it.”

Zimmerman made 
the motion to, “Enact 
at 20 cents per pack. 
Let the county have the 
entire revenue and take 
care of the implementa-
tion, etc. and it would 
be theirs.”

Mayer shared that he 
believes the town must 
collect the tax.

Carper shared that he 
feels like they are get-
ting too deep into the 
implementation.

“The stamps come 
and get the huge roll, 
and you don’t see the 
wholesaler again until 
he is almost running 
out,” he said. “There 
are only three stores 
and you’re looking at 98 

percent of the cigarette 
sales here.”

Stephens said, “This 
is only three stores that 
we are talking about in 
New Castle.”

Carper repeated the 
option of using no 
stamps and have the 
wholesalers to pay quar-
terly.

Mayer asked how 
they would know. If the 
stamps are there, then 
we can check.

Carper expressed, 
“Our inventory is close-
ly the same all the time. 
As far as enforcement 
– two years from now, 
no one is going to come 
look and see if there is 
any kind of stamp on a 
cigarette and you know 
how that goes.”

McDonald said, “No, 
because we have never 
done it before.”

Carper said, “I have, 
and I know how it goes. 
I’m throwing it out 
there that you don’t 
have to do the stamps if 
you feel it is that big of 
a deal.”

Dudding reiterated, 
“Again, you are talk-
ing about a small town. 
Trust. We are talking 
about initially consider-
ing a trust factor.”

“We are just saying to 
give us a fighting chance 
as we have lost a lot in 
this new 40 cents per 
carton tax and not just 
cigarettes, it is across 
the board,” Carper 
added. “Our sales are 
down.”

Carper shared that 
he actually had a cus-
tomer message him ask-
ing which store in town 
she should buy her ciga-
rettes. He explained 
they were the same. She 
said, “Well, I’m going to 
Roanoke tomorrow.”

“Now that is just one 
customer that reached 
out to me, but how 
many others have not?” 
he said.

McDonald said, “Ap-
parently another 26 per-
cent.”

“Let us prove it to 
you,” Carper suggested.

Mayer suggested to 
hold off.

Zimmerman said he 
believed the longer they 
hold off, the more sales 
will be lost.

Mayer reiterated that 
the county said they 
would look at it again.

It was noted that 
the county had stated 
at their meeting that 
they wanted to have a 
12-month period before 
making any changes 
though Spence said he 
was sure that this would 
be a topic of discussion 
at future Board of Su-
pervisors meetings.

“I can tell you we will 
reconsider the rate for 
sure,” he said. “If we 
had the knowledge of 
what Roanoke County’s 
rate would be when we 
adopted our ordinance, 
I don’t think we would 
have made our rate 40 
cents.”

Spence explained, 
“It is a way to increase 
our revenue without 
increasing real estate 
taxes, which all of our 
neighbors are currently 
taking, so it is a route 
the county chose to use 
as well. The rate is not 
set in stone, and I think 

Cigarette Tax from page 1

See Cigarette Tax, page 4
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Swap Days 2022

Green things are 
emerging! Spring will 
soon be here. Do you 
like plants? Do you like 
free plants? If so, then 
come to the library on 
Saturday, April 16, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for our 
Plant Swap Day. There 
will be house and garden 
plants. Bring some 
yourself and trade out for 
new ones. This is a good 
time to start cuttings of 
your indoor plants to 
bring to Swap Day. By 
April, they should have 

roots to bring to the 
event. 

Take home plants for 
free. Pull your truck or 
car onto the lot and give 
out free plants. It’s time 
to enjoy the outdoors 
and share a day with your 
neighbors. And there will 
be books. Lots of free 
books. We welcome book 
donations in advance or 
on Swap Day. 

Start your spring 
cleaning by sharing your 
extra books and plants 
with others. Any overflow 
will be distributed to 
other plant and book 
lovers in the area.

Future Swap Days at 
the library will be on 
Saturday, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Household Goods 
Swap Day - June 25 

Holiday Décor & 

Winter Clothing Swap 
Day - November 12

Swap Days were great 
fun last year. A lot of 
amazing things were 
re-homed, all for free. We 
look forward to seeing 
you there this year!

Library News:
Volunteers are always 

welcome. We need 
trained desk volunteers, 
program and event 
volunteers, committee 
members and more. 
Attend a board meeting 
on the second Monday 
of the month to learn 
more. Volunteer for a 
day, or every day - we 
can use you!

Thank you to 
everyone for your 
continued support 
through the pandemic 
and onward to the 
future!

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community
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Cigarette Tax from page 3

it can be changed. We were down 
a member when the vote hap-
pened. When it was proposed to 
make an adjustment, it was 3-2 
then and we lost one of the posi-
tive votes.”

McDonald asked Spence about 
Roanoke rates and Spence said 
that Dan Collins had more infor-
mation, though when Roanoke 
County was asked about chang-
ing their rates, they were unde-
cided.

“With that said, you do know 
the rates,” Carper added. “Right? 
You know Roanoke County is 
$2.50. There is a lot of moving 
parts to this, but you now have 
the knowledge that maybe some 
of the other counties that didn’t 
look into it. We need to be com-
petitive and now we are not, not 
at all.”

Duncan asked if the county 
had talked of what they would 
do if the town adopted this tax.

“No, but I can only speak for 
myself as one member of the 
Board,” Spence said. “I would do 
what you feel is the best for the 
town of New Castle. We were us-
ing it as a way to raise revenue, 
but we have other methods, so it’s 
nothing personal. It is just a way 
to fill in some gaps, especially in 
areas we see a lot of increases and 
EMS is one of them.”

Mayer shared that they did 
get an official request from the 
county not to disallow their 40 
cents per pack.

Zimmerman shared that that 
would not help the businesses.

“This would help our busi-
nesses out, as that is what they 
are asking us for,” Zimmerman 
said. “This council represents the 
town and its people and its busi-

nesses. That is all I have heard for 
the last several years from people 
to take care of our businesses. So, 
let’s take care of our businesses.”

Zimmerman made a motion to 
enact a town cigarette tax of 20 
cents per pack as soon as possible 
and reiterated that he did not 
want to keep the funds from the 
cigarette tax.

“We have a good working re-
lationship with the county, and 
it has improved over the years, 
and I don’t want to see some-
thing driving a wedge between us 
now,” he addressed Spence, “We 
are not doing this to take money 
away from you, we are doing this 
to help our businesses.”

McDonald shared, “Now is the 
time to vote on a date so we can 
publish it so their customers will 
come back.”

The ordinance was adopted to 
have a town cigarette tax of 20 
cents per pack, with an imple-
mentation date of at least May 
30, 2022. All members voted yes 
except for McDonald.

The ordinance passed.
The Carpers and Stephens 

thanked the Board for their con-
sideration and caring for their 
small businesses.

Later, Carper shared, “I’m very 
gracious for the decision of the 
New Castle Town Council on 
adopting a 20 cents per pack ciga-
rette tax at the February meeting. 
As I said, my cigarette sales were 
down almost 20 percent in just six 
weeks into the County’s 40 cents 
per pack cigarette tax that took 
effect on January 1. Businesses in 
Craig County were put at a huge 
disadvantage with the county tax. 
This not only affected our ciga-
rette sales, but overall sales in our 

stores.”
He added, “New Castle busi-

nesses will now be in-line with 
surrounding counties issuing 
cig taxes. This was not only the 
right thing to do for Town busi-
nesses, but for all of Craig Coun-
ty citizens that depend on our 
small businesses on a daily basis. 
Hopefully. we can work with the 
County to have a more reasonable 
cig tax that will not shut small 
businesses doors. Cigarette sales 
are a huge part of the retail busi-
nesses in Craig County. In a con-
venience store they are #2 behind 
fuel. For us to send that business 
out of the county really made no 
sense. Again, I want to thank the 
NC Town Council on listening to 
all the information and making 
an informed and the right deci-
sion for Town businesses and all 
of Craig County citizens.”

“I believe 20 cents per pack is 
fair and competitive, but the 40 
cents per pack was out of line in 
our market. The county chose to 
charge the maximum they could 
and put us out of the competitive 
market and took many customers 
out of Craig, out of our business-
es,” Stephens said. “That is all we 
were asking for, was a fair shake, 
to be competitive with Roanoke 
(or surrounding counties). We 
already have enough going out of 
our county now. Even our bank 
is closing; we don’t need more.”

Stephens noted that the most 
competitive prices on commodi-
ties are cigarettes and gasoline.

“The town stepped up, lis-
tened to us, and helped us as a 
business,” Stephens said. “We 
weren’t asking the county for zero 
tax, but to lower it. The town did 
and we all appreciate that.”

great-children, Logan 
and Hayden Reynolds, 
Sawyer and Easton 
Rutter, Page and Leah 
Armes and Tiersten 
Spencer. 

One of Vanessa’s fa-
vorite memories with 
her grandmother was 
being taught about cro-
chet as a child. “I have 
so many fond memories 
with my grandmother. 
I always enjoyed her 
teaching me to crochet 
and cook her delicious 
oatmeal cookies. I think 
I really understood her 
more once I became 
a mother myself. She 
taught me a lot about 

being a parent. It is al-
ways a good thing to 
look to Psalms and 
Proverbs with all my 
problems and worries,” 
Vanessa said.

Early on, Pauline re-
alized that life was an 
adventure. While she 
never had a driver’s li-
cense, that has never 
held her back from hav-
ing a positive impact on 
friends and family and 
making countless mem-
ories with loved ones. 

The New Castle Re-
cord wishes this re-
markable woman a very 
happy belated 100th 
birthday!

Centenarian from page 1
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. 
Contemporary Service and 11:00 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday 
School at 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Annette Hackner, Brent 
Montgomery, Ruth Wr-
zosek, Regina Wrzosek, 
Ryan McCormick, Ron-
nie Alan, Trace Bellassai, 
Amber Charette, Andy 
Charette and Greg May. 

They had a great sys-
tem set up of getting the 
information ahead of 
time and volunteers pre-
paring and recording the 
necessary information, 
while Dr. Lewter admin-
istered the shot with the 
assistance of other vol-
unteers helping with the 
pets. 

Lewter noted, “Ra-
bies is the only vaccine 
required by law for your 
pets.” 

Though they only ran 
the clinic for three hours, 

they administered over 
160 vaccinations, accord-
ing to Deputy Robert 
Wrzosek, who is also a 
member of the Volunteer 
Rescue Squad. 

Lewter has been help-
ing to host the rabies 
vaccines for about seven 
years with the exception 
of the two pandemic 
years. 

“I like to switch the 
fundraiser between the 
fire department and the 
rescue squad, to support 
both of those groups,” 
she said. “We have in 
previous years done this 
twice a year, in winter 
and again in the fall at the 
fire department.” 

Lewter added, “I want 
to thank all the volunteers 

who came out to help and 
also to all the families 
who waited patiently, as 
it was a long line.” 

Lewter shared that 
she got the idea of the 
drive-thru from the Giles 
Animal Society Rescue 
as that is how they did it 
and it was so much easier 
to go from car to car. 

She added, “And, there 
were no dog fight or cats 
jumped out of their own-
ers’ arms.”

They positioned be-
side the bathroom so they 
could administer the vac-
cinations to the cats in 
there, so they could not 
run away. 

Money collected will 
pay for the cost of the 
vaccine, and the remain-

der will be donated to the 
Rescue Squad. 

“Craig County Volun-
teer Rescue Squad would 
like to send out their ap-
preciation for the ones 
who supported and as-
sisted with the Rabies 
Clinic that was held at 
the fairgrounds,” Wr-
zosek shared. “We had a 
successful day, despite the 
wind.” 

“We are always look-
ing for people that may 
be interested in applying 
to our agency.  We have 
a new Education Coor-
dinator in the county 
that is planning to teach 
a hybrid EMT class this 
fall,” he added. “It’s in the 
works, so if you’re want-
ing to help and serve by 

volunteering and obtain 
your EMT certification, 
keep an eye out for this 
class.” 

One may click on this 
link for a membership 
application. http://crai-
grescue.com/membership 
or call (540) 864-5115 
for more information. 

Lewter and Wrzosek 
both added, “We always 
welcome new volunteers 
to the squads!”

If anyone is looking 
to help though they can-
not be a volunteer, the 
Rescue Squad can always 
use things such as toi-
let paper, paper towels 
and cleaning products. 
(A homemade dessert 
or dinner always makes 
them feel good too, for 

those who are great in the 
kitchen.) 

Also, any monetary 
donations can be sent to 
the Craig Volunteer Res-
cue Squad at P.O. Box 81, 
New Castle, VA 24127 or 
deposited into their ac-
count at the Farmers & 
Merchants Bank in town.

Rabies from page 1

She explained that this will be 
included in the budget decisions 
and will depend on the local 
match of funds being received in 
order to determine salaries.

She detailed much informa-
tion, (which is available on the 
website). 

“As we continue through this 
pandemic, many of our stu-
dents are struggling in many 
way,” Warwick explained. “Last 
month we heard from Blue 
Ridge Behavioral Healthcare, 
who presented to us the results 
of the survey, that our youth 
are struggling and continue to 
struggle with health issues, aca-
demically, absenteeism, etc. The 
state put this money in there to 
help support students at risk.”

However, Warwick reported 
that requires a local match of 
$156,805 in order for the school 
to receive funds to support ap-
proved programs for students 
who are educationally at risk, or 
they lose the entire amount.

There is also a need for a lo-
cal match of $28,895 to expand 
Early Reading Intervention 
from grades K – 3 to grades K – 

5 in FY23 and FY24.
Warwick noted that due to 

the pandemic, fundings were 
decreased.

With the current Governor’s 
Proposed Budget:

•Re-Benchmarking hold 
harmless of $372,538. The state 
gives $247,291 and a required 
local match will be $125,247. 
(This restores funding for cer-
tain re-benchmarking data in-
puts (i.e. support costs, pupil 
transportation and special edu-
cation child counts significant 
the pandemic, causing funding 
to decrease.”

•School Construction - 
$1,174,326. Non-recurring 
construction, renovation, tech-
nology and debt service. These 
funds will also help to replace 
the HVAC systems and other 
bigger projects desperately need-
ed at the schools.)

•Revenue: State = $6,444,755, 
Local = $2,037,497, Federal 
= $467,961, Other = $38,400 
which totals $8,988,613 (in-
cludes school construction grant 
of $1,174,326 in non-recurring 
infrastructure expenditures.

Taking last years’ projec-
tions, Warwick shared that the 
salaries and benefits make up 
86.1 percent of their budget of 
$6,057,354, operating expen-
ditures - $959,914 and contin-
gency - $20,000 which equals 
$7,037,268.

Warwick reviewed the many 
avenues where the monies 
would be used, from salaries and 
benefits to vehicle use, repairs, 
technology, a myriad of school 
learning needs, drug testings, 
which is only a few lines of ex-
penditures. (The complete list is 
included in the video.)

She also reviewed the Fed-
eral Pandemic Funding and how 
those funds could be used with-
in the school system.

•Coronavirus Aid, Recov-
ery and Economic Security - 
$148,503.79 which will be used 
for at-risk students, supplies 
to sanitize school, educational 
technology, passenger van, etc.

•CARES Act - $100,000 
which will supplement payment 
to staff

•ESSRII: $575,452.95 – 
Ident-a-Kid check out system, 

PowerSchool, HVAC systems, 
Truck

•ESSRIII - $1,292,395.59 – 
reserved for “learning loss” such 
as Summer Boost teacher, K-12 
Too Good curriculum which 
addresses mental health and 
HVAC upgrades

Warwick added that the pri-
orities of the board will be the 
operating budget and capital 
improvements.

Warwick also asked the 
principals to pole their staff, 
asking specifically what their 
needs were.

Bellassai inquired about 
purchasing laptops for the 
teachers.

Samuel Foster shared that 
last year they did have difficul-
ty securing needed equipment, 
as “it was not available.”

“We have had some re-
quests to purchase different 
technologies from the teachers 
so I am looking at what they 
want and will use,” he said. 
“All the teachers currently have 
chromebooks so they can use 
those to do what they need to, 
but some have expressed inter-

est in a Windows Laptop.”
Foster is searching into the 

versions to make sure he ob-
tains what can be best ben-
eficial as the estimated cost is 
between $50,000 - $100,000.

He noted that the monies 
for technology in the funds are 
for students.

“Teachers who have been 
here for years knows that when 
we refresh a lab, the teachers 
receive a hand-me-down com-
puter from the lab, as we didn’t 
have funds for teachers, as I do 
not have it specifically in my 
budget,” he added.

Warwick noted they hope 
for a device to work with their 
interactive boards.

Gilreath noted that the 
amount of $20,000 seemed 
small for a contingency.

Warwick agreed, and added 
that if there was a large ex-
penditure, they can go to the 
county as they have approxi-
mately $600,000 in the capitol 
funds in the county.

“These figures will be updat-
ed as we go along with the real 
budget figures,” she added.

Budget Preps from page 1

Price, Michael R.
On February 7, 2022, one of the 

greatest men alive, Michael R. Price, 
has gone on to be by his dad’s side, 
Willard R. Price, and his favorite 
dog, Barney. Mike would often say, 
“The greatest creature God ever drew 
breath in was a dog, because they nev-
er see you in a negative light and they 
are always loving and loyal no matter 
what.”

Mike was an amazing man, hus-
band, father, brother, but no words 
are good enough to describe a per-
son like him. I have never in my life 
been so blessed, thankful, and grate-
ful to have been married to a man like 
him, even if it was for a brief period 
of time. I am also thankful that I was 
able to remind him of that EVERY 
single day, multiple times a day, how 
much of a blessing he was in my life, 
and so many others.

Mike was a legend all his own, he 
affected so many lives during his time 

here on earth, he will always be re-
membered and never forgotten. He 
was the kind of man that loved dogs, 
kids and seniors, he always thought 
of others and never himself, so much 
so he paid a bill for strangers so their 
child would not be cold. Mike always 
gave the shirt off his back for anyone, 
even strangers.

Mike’s literal best friend for life 
is Randy Dudding, they were like 
two hound dogs with their noses to 
the ground and getting into every-
thing. They always liked aggravat-
ing his brothers, Ronnie Price and 
Wade Dudding. The Duddings and 
Prices were merged into one big fam-
ily, always looking out for each other, 
they would drop what they doing to 
be there for each other in a time of 
need or just to have fun and blow off 
steam.

Mike was a selfless man, he loved 
hard and was a fierce protector of 

family and friends, always quick to 
put you in your place, if necessary. 
He was also reliable, funny, charming, 
loving, attentive, quick-witted, stub-
born, and definitely always a jokester. 
He loved to make people laugh. Mike 
wants all his friends and family to 
know that you meant the world to 
him, and although he can’t be here to 
make you laugh, he would definitely 
want you all to live a full and happy 
life.

Mike was preceded in death by 
his father, Willard R. Price; mater-
nal grandparents, Roscoe and Annie 
Bowman; aunts and uncles, James 
Walton, Connie Price, John Price, 
Roy Price, Edith Price, Nancy Price, 
Lillian Price, Carl Bowman, Nelson 
Bowman, Claude Bowman and Anna 
Lee Secreist.

Mike is survived by his wife, Chris-
tine Price; son, Danny (Jessica ) Price; 
daughter, Ericka (Jimmy) Hallis; 

grandchildren, Taylore Price, Abby 
Price, Jordyn Price, James Michael 
Price and Nick and Alex; mother, De-
loris Price; siblings, Ronnie (Becky) 
Price, Joe Price, Sissy (Tom) Hicks; 
nieces and nephews, John Price, Jona-
than (Erin) Hicks, Wes (Mallory) 
Hicks, Carrie (James) Willoughby, 
Christy Price, Meaghan Price, Zac and 
Bayli Price; brothers and sister, Randy 
(Tammy) Dudding, Wade (Sandra) 
Dudding and Janet Dudding; cous-
ins, Tawanna Farris and Becky Albert; 
great-nephew, Will Huffman; great-
niece, Keiley Dudding; aunts, Lima 
Leader and Sylvia Jefferies, and any 
special family members not listed.

A Memorial Service will be held at 
2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 5, at 
Paitsel Funeral Home. The family will 
receive friends from 1 to 2 p.m. be-
fore the service.

 Arrangements by Paitsel Funeral 
Home. www.paitselfh.com

OBITUARY
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK 

Happy Jack® LiquiVict® is recognized safe 
& effective against hook & round worms in
dogs by the USCVM. At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Mar 31, 2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE 
ADS

STATEWIDE 
ADS

Located on Rt.60 in Amherst County, this beautiful property borders the Nat’l 
Forest and boasts 1.5 miles of trout stream running thru it!  Bid live or online.
Details at  TRFAuctions.com | 434.847.7741 |  VAAF501

ABSOLUTE LAND

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA

228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

200 Acres on the Pedlar River

Fri, Mar.18, 12:30pm at Hilton Garden Inn,
4025 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

1.5Mi of River Front in Amherst Co.

Wanted - To Buy

For Sale - Firewood

Mixed Hardwood. 
Call 540-529-2745 

Delivery in Botetourt only 

For Sale - Misc

Unprinted end rolls of  
newsprint. Great for  
packing & shipping, moving 
& storage and  for art 
projects.  Various sizes  
available. Stop by the  
Salem Times-Register  1633 
West Main St.  or call 
(540)389-9355  for details. 

Help Wanted - 
Drivers

Our construction company 
located in Buchanan is 
seeking individuals 
for CDL CLASS A or B 
driver positions. Must be 
available for all 
shifts including out of town 
work if needed. MUST 
HAVE A VALID DRIVERS 
LICENSE. Pay starting at 
$18.00 for Class A with no 
construction experience 
and higher with 
experience!!! Many 
benefits available. 
Please submit resumes by 
fax to 540-254-2659. An 
application can also 
be submitted on our 
website at 
www.sandrasmarking.com
<http://www.sandrasmarki
ng.com>. 
If there are any 
questions, we can be 
reached at 540-254-2140. 
We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Help Wanted - 
General

Hiring Full-Part Time  
Front Desk Clerk/Night 

Auditor and 
Housekeeping. 

Apply in Person. 
Ph-540-639-3000 

The Salem TimesRegister 
has openings for 
afternoon/evening shift 
work inserting, labeling 
and bundling newspapers 
for delivery. No 
experience necessary. 
Hours may vary. Will train. 
$7.50 per hour. Contact 
Lynn Hurst, General 
Manager, Salem-Times 
Register (540)389-9355  
or email 
lhurst@ourvalley.org 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

TO WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN: 

Pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 15.2-2204 of the 
1950 Code of Virginia, as 
amended, the 

 of the Town of 
Vinton, Virginia hereby 
gives notice of a public 
hearing to be held on 

 or as soon 
thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, in the Council 
Chambers of the Vinton 
Municipal Building, 311 
South Pollard Street, 
Vinton, Virginia.  
 
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive 
comments concerning:  
 
An ordinance repealing in 
its entirety the Vinton Town 
Code, Appendix B - Zoning 
Ordinance as adopted by 
Ordinance 634, enacted 
December 19, 1995, with 
amendments, and adopting 
by reference the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Town of 
Vinton, Vinton, Virginia. 
 
Further information 
concerning this public 
hearing may be obtained in 
the Planning and Zoning 
Department located at 311 
South Pollard Street, 
Vinton, VA 24179, (540) 
983-0605, between 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Interested 
persons may be heard at 
the above public hearing. 
 
Given under my hand this 
3rd day of February, 2022. 
 
Richard W. Peters, Jr. 
Town Manager 
 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
COMPLY WITH THE 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT. 
Reasonable efforts will be 
made to provide assistance 
or special arrangements to 
qualified individuals with 
disabilities in order to 
participate in or attend the 
meetings. Please call (540) 
983-0605 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting so that 
proper arrangements may 
be made. 

TOWN OF VINTON, 
VIRGINIA 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

Please be advised that the 
Vinton Town Council will 
hold a public hearing at its 
meeting on Tuesday, April 
5, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter may be heard, in the 
Council Chambers of the 
Vinton Municipal Building, 
located at 311 South Pollard
Street, Vinton, Virginia, on 
the following, to-wit: 
 
TO SET A PERSONAL 
PROPERTY TAX RATE OF 
NOT MORE THAN $1.00 
PER $100 ASSESSED 
VALUATION IN THE TOWN 
OF VINTON. 
 
TO SET A MACHINERY 
AND TOOLS TAX RATE 
OF NOT MORE THAN 
$1.00 PER $100 
ASSESSED VALUATION 
IN THE TOWN OF 
VINTON. 
 
Persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and 
participate at this public 
hearing should contact the 
Town Manager’s office at 
(540) 983-0607.  
 
Susan N. Johnson 
Town Clerk 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

TRUSTEE’S SALE 

In execution of a certain 
Deed of Trust dated 
October 28, 2005, in the 
original principal amount of 
$53,200.00 recorded in the 
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court 
for Botetourt County, 
Virginia as Instrument No. 
050006912. The 
undersigned Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction in the front of 
the Circuit Court building for 
Botetourt County, Main 
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090 
on April 4, 2022, at 5:00 
PM, the property described 
in said Deed of Trust, 
located at the above 
address, and more 
particularly described as 
follows: A CERTAIN STRIP 
OF LAND SITUATE ON 
THE NORTH SIDE OF 
STATE HIGHWAY ROUTE 
#615 ABOUT ONE AND 
ONE-HALF MILES WEST 
OF THE HOME OF R. E. 
ROBINSON AND FLORA S. 
ROBINSON, AND BEING 
LOCATED BETWEEN 
STATE ROUTE NO. 615 
AS NOW LOCATED AND 
OLD COUNTRY ROAD NO. 
615; THENCE IN AN 
EASTERLY DIRECTION 
WITH THE MEANDERS OF 
OLD COUNTRY ROAD TO 
A STAKE ON SOUTH SIDE 
OF SAID OLD COUNTRY 
ROAD; THENCE IN A 
SOUTHERLY DIRECTION, 
PASSING ONE FOOT 
WEST OF A LARGE 
LOCUST TREE, IN A 
STRAIGHT LINE STATE 
ROUTE NO. 615; THENCE 
IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION WITH THE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

DIRECTION WITH THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF STATE ROUTE 
NO. 615, TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING ONE ACRE, 
MORE OR LESS. ALSO 
KNOWN AS TAX MAP 
NUMBER 27B(1)SEC 9-14-
19.  TERMS OF SALE: ALL 
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the 
sale price or ten percent 
(10%) of the original 
principal balance of the 
subject Deed of Trust, 
whichever is lower, in the 
form of cash or certified 
funds payable to the 
Substitute Trustee must be 
present at the time of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price will be due 
within fifteen (15) days of 
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s 
deposit may be forfeited to 
Trustee. Time is of the 
essence.  If the sale is set 
aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall 
be entitled to a return of the 
deposit paid. The Purchaser 
may, if provided by the 
terms of the Trustee’s 
Memorandum of 
Foreclosure Sale, be 
entitled to a $50 
cancellation fee from the 
Substitute Trustee, but shall 
have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the 
Mortgagee’s attorney. A 
form copy of the Trustee’s 
memorandum of foreclosure 
sale and contract to 
purchase real property is 
available for viewing at 
www.bwwsales.com. 
BIDDERS ARE STRONGLY 
ENCOURAGED TO WEAR 
A COVER OVER BOTH 
NOSE AND MOUTH AND 
PRACTICE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING AT THE 
AUCTION. Additional terms, 
if any, to be announced at 
the sale and the Purchaser 
may be given the option to 
execute the contract of sale 
electronically.  This is a 
communication from a debt 
collector and any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. The 
sale is subject to seller 
confirmation. Substitute 
Trustee: Equity Trustees, 
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt 
Road, Suite 240, Richmond, 
VA 23229.  
For more information 
contact: BWW Law Group, 
LLC, attorneys for Equity 
Trustees, LLC, 6003 
Executive Blvd, Suite 101, 
Rockville, MD 20852,  
301-961-6555, website: 
www.bwwsales.com.  
VA-333688-2. 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 

In execution of a certain 
Deed of Trust dated 
January 24, 2006, in the 
original principal amount of 
$149,377.15 recorded in the 
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court 
for Botetourt County, 
Virginia, in Book 0000 at 
Page 0026 as Instrument 
No. 060000515. The 
undersigned Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction in the front of 
the Circuit Court building for 
Botetourt County, Main 
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090 
on April 4, 2022, at 5:00 
PM, the property described 
in said Deed of Trust, 
located at the above 
address, and more 
particularly described as 
follows: THAT CERTAIN 
LOT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, WITH ALL THE 
APPURTENANCES 
THEREUNTO 
BELONGING, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT, STATE 
OF VIRGINIA, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 
BEING LOT 26, BLOCK F, 
SECTION NO. 4, 
ACCORDING TO THE MAP 
OF BLUE RIDGE 
HEIGHTS, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 146, 
IN THE CLERK`S OFFICE 
OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, VIRGINIA.  
TERMS OF SALE: ALL 
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the 
sale price or ten percent 
(10%) of the original 
principal balance of the 
subject Deed of Trust, 
whichever is lower, in the 
form of cash or certified 
funds payable to the 
Substitute Trustee must be 
present at the time of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price will be due 
within fifteen (15) days of 
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s 
deposit may be forfeited to 
Trustee. Time is of the 
essence.  If the sale is set 
aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall 
be entitled to a return of the 
deposit paid. The Purchaser 
may, if provided by the 
terms of the Trustee’s 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Memorandum of 
Foreclosure Sale, be 
entitled to a $50 
cancellation fee from the 
Substitute Trustee, but shall 
have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the 
Mortgagee’s attorney. A 
form copy of the Trustee’s 
memorandum of foreclosure 
sale and contract to 
purchase real property is 
available for viewing at 
www.bwwsales.com. 
BIDDERS ARE STRONGLY 
ENCOURAGED TO WEAR 
A COVER OVER BOTH 
NOSE AND MOUTH AND 
PRACTICE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING AT THE 
AUCTION. Additional terms, 
if any, to be announced at 
the sale and the Purchaser 
may be given the option to 
execute the contract of sale 
electronically.  This is a 
communication from a debt 
collector and any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. The 
sale is subject to seller 
confirmation. Substitute 
Trustee: Equity Trustees, 
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt 
Road, Suite 240, Richmond, 
VA 23229. For more 
information contact: BWW 
Law Group, LLC, attorneys 
for Equity Trustees, LLC, 
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 
101, Rockville, MD 20852, 
301-961-6555, website: 
www.bwwsales.com.  
VA-350877-1. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA 

VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 
8.01-316,-317, 20-104 

Radford Circuit Court  
619 SECOND STREET, 
24141  
KESSINGER, JOSEPH L.  
v.  
KESSINGER, PATRICIA G. 
The object of this suit is to: 
TO OBTAIN A DICORCE 
FROM THE BOND OF 
MATRIMONY  
It is ORDERED that 
PATRICIA G. KESSINGER  
appear at the above-named 
court and protect his/her 
interests on or before  
APRIL 5, 2022. 
 
February 8, 2022 
Angel Turpin 
Deputy Clerk 

Legals - City of 
Salem

The City of Salem School 
Board will hold a public 
hearing for comment on 
the FY 2022-2023 budget 
on 

. The hearing will begin 
at 7:00 PM at the School 
Administrative Office, 510 
South College Avenue, 
Salem. 
Any citizen of Salem who 
wishes to address the 
Board should contact 
Kathy A. Jordan, Clerk of 
the Board, at 389-0130 by 
Monday, March 7, in order 
to be placed on the agenda. 
Individuals who plan to 
address the Board are 
requested to bring a copy of 
their remarks for the record. 
In accordance with Board 
Policy KD, Public 
Participation in Board 
Meetings, individuals who 
plan to address the Board 
are requested to: 

e and 
address, 

the Board, 
 

remarks for the record, and 

questions from the Board, 

of emergency, the Board, by
consensus, may allow an 
individual or organization to 
speak if not on the agenda. 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA VA. CODE  
§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 
20-104 

ROANOKE COUNTY 
Circuit Court  
305 East Main Street, 
Salem, Virginia  
VICK, BROOKLYN RAYNE 
v.  
VAUGHT, BROOKLYN 
RAYNE 
The object of this suit is to:  
NAME CHANGE OF 
MINOR 
It is ORDERED that CECIL 
DURAN VICK appear at the 
above-named court and 
protect his/her interests on 
or before 04-01-2022  
@ 11:30 AM  
 
FEB 18 2022 
Benjamin Guerrant  
Deputy Clerk 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby given that 
Storage King USA  
201 Berkley Rd.NE. 
Roanoke VA 24012 will sell 
the contents of the storage 
units listed below at a public 
auction to satisfy a lien 
placed on the contents 
(Virginia Statute 55).  
The sell will take place  
at the website Storage 
Treasures.com on 
03/15/2022 at 9:00 am. The 
sale will be conducted on 
Storage Treasures.com, 
under the guidance of 
Christopher Rosa 
(2907004316) on the behalf 
of the facility's 
management. Units will be 
available for viewing prior to 
the sale on Storage 
Treasures.com. Contents 
will be sold for cash only to 
the highest bidder. A 15% 
buyer's premium will be 
charged as well as a $100 
cleaning deposit per unit. All 
sales are final. Seller 
reserves the right to 
withdraw the property at any 
time before the sale or to 
refuse any bids. The 
property to be sold is 
described as "general 
household items" unless 
otherwise noted.  
292-Annie Saunders-
household goods. 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA CODE § 8.01-316 

Montgomery County 
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
MCDSS  
/v. 
Charles E. Barkley, Jr.  
The object of this suit is to:  
Terminate the residual 
parental rights of Charles E. 
Barkley, Jr.  legal parent of 
James Barkley a minor, in 
that said parent has, without 
good cause, failed to correct 
the conditions which 
resulted in the child entering 
foster care and it is not 
reasonably likely that they 
will be able to do so in a 
reasonable amount of time, 
failed to maintain continuing 
contact with the child and 
substantially plan for the 
child’s future. Residual 
parental rights include, but 
are not limited to the right to 
visitation, consent to 
adoption, the right to 
determine religious 
affiliation, and the 
responsibility for support. 
The termination of your 
residual parental rights will 
permanently end all of your 
rights and responsibilities to 
the child named in the 
petition.  
It is ORDERED that Charles 
E. Barkley, Jr.  appear at 
the above-named Court and 
protect her interests on or 
before March 14, 2022.  
 
2-1-22 
Amie Blankenship 
Clerk 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 

Tax Map No. 097-A113A, 
Parcel ID 150126 

In execution of a Deed of 
Trust dated March 3, 2008, 
in the principal amount of 
$104,607.92, recorded in 
the Clerk's Office of the 
Circuit Court of Montgomery 
County, Virginia, of record 
as Instrument Number 
08002073, Woods Rogers 
PLC, Trustee, will offer for 
sale at public auction 
outside the main entrance 
of the Montgomery County 
Circuit Court, 55 East Main 
Street, Christiansburg, VA  
24073, on March 22, 2022 
at 12:00 noon, the property 
described in said Deed of 
Trust lying in Montgomery 
County, Virginia, and further 
described as follows: 
 
All of Lot 1, containing 
1.695 acres, as shown on a 
plat of survey entitled,  
PLAT Showing 
Relocation/Vacation of Lot 
lines, for Timothy L. 
Wimmer and James L. 
Wimmer & Grace Kelley-
Wimmer, Plan No. P-6912, 
dated August 16, 2007, 
revised December 10, 2007, 
prepared by Marvi D. Stine, 
L.S., of Highland Surveys 
P.C., which plat of survey is 
recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Montgomery County, 
Virginia, as PB 28, pg 67. 
 
TERMS:  Cash - Bidder's 
deposit of ten percent (10%) 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

of the sales price by 
cashier's or certified check 
may be required. Balance of 
purchase price shall be due 
and payable not later than 
ten (10) days after sale. 
 
WOODS ROGERS PLC, 
Trustee 
 
For Information Contact: 
Woods Rogers PLC, P.O. 
Box 14125, Roanoke, VA 
24038-4125, Telephone: 
540-983-7729 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you  ll your open 
positions! Promote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching potential can-

didates. Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE 
ADS
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To place a classi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

CIRCLE R 
ROOFING OF 

VIRGINIA

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW RADIATORS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated
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The Craig County boys saw 
their basketball season come to an 
end with a loss to Fort Chiswell last 
week. The Pioneers took a 65-31 
win in the first round of the Re-
gion 1C tournament.

“Fort Chiswell was a very good 
team,” said Craig coach Ryan Fra-
zier. “They were long and athletic, 
and played a unique zone defense 
that was tough for us to crack.” 

It took nearly three minutes 
for either team to score before the 
Pioneers ended up getting into a 
rhythm, aided by a great environ-

ment in their gym. With the win 
Fort Chiswell advanced to the 
second round where they upset 
defending state champion Parry 
McCluer, 54-45. That put Fort 
Chiswell in the region champi-
onship game on Tuesday against 
Auburn and clinched a spot in the 
state while ending Parry McCluer’s 
season.

Leading scorers for the Rock-
ets in the game at Fort Chiswell 
were Nathan Fisher with 14 and 
Dylan Crawford with eight, and 
they both chipped in with eight 

rebounds while Fisher added 6 
blocks.

“I was proud of the fight our 
team had, and that we never quit,” 
said Frazier. “That mindset was a 
major reason we were playing in 
that game in the first place. Fort 
Chiswell showed just how good 
they are as they went to Parry Mc-
Cluer in the next round and got a 
win against the Blues.”

The Rockets finished their sea-
son at 10-11.

“I was really excited for the team 
to experience a regional game, and 

they are the ones that earned that 
spot,” said Frazier. “It was a good 
year for Craig County Basketball. 
Although we feel as a group we 
could have had a few more wins, 
we are pleased with our progress, 
especially after not having a season 
last year. I think another year of de-
velopment would have gone a long 
way for these seniors, who a major-
ity of which was their first varsity 
experience.”

The 10 wins were the most for 
the Rockets in a few years, and the 
boys played hard every night. 

“This season was a really enjoy-
able one for the coaching staff,” 
said Frazier. “Everybody we had 
took in the information we gave 
them and they really tried to apply 
it to the games. Every single person 
on our team this year contributed. 
We would not have had the success 
we had if it were not for everyone 
pushing each other in practice and 
making each other better.

“This was my most enjoyable 
year coaching yet and I am proud 
of the progress we have made here 
at Craig County.”

Rocket basketball season ends with loss to Fort Chiswell

Nathan Fisher Zachary Peters

TIME OUT FOR DAVE
The recent incident between 

the Michigan and Wisconsin 
basketball teams brought back 
memories of a time when I 
called a late timeout with the 
game in hand.

If you’ve been out of the 
country for the past two weeks, 
Michigan basketball coach 
Juwan Howard became irate 
when Wisconsin coach Greg 
Gard called a timeout with a 15 
point lead and 15 seconds left. 
It resulted in a near brawl when 
tempers flared during the hand-
shake line and Howard was sus-
pended for the remainder of the 
regular season.

Certainly, there’s a matter of 
etiquette involved here. It was 
unsportsmanlike of Gard to call 
that timeout with the game de-
cided, but others might argue 
that Michigan was still pressing 
at that point and they might 
have better served to back off 
as well. They weren’t going to 
catch the Badgers, down 15 

with 15 seconds to go.
Whatever, there was no ex-

cuse for punches being thrown 
after the game, and I’ve yet to 
hear either coach offer an apol-
ogy. Cooler heads should have 
prevailed.

With that said, I coached 
recreation basketball teams 
when my step-sons played and 
recall a game when I called a 
timeout in a similar situation. 
My team had the game well in 
hand with time running out 
when I signaled for a timeout 
with just seconds on the clock. 
With that, the obviously ag-
gravated coach from the other 
team charged over to our bench 
and wondered just what the 
heck I was doing?

I explained to him that we 
had a boy on the team, Dave, 
who had never scored a point. 
He was a bright young man 
and a wonderful child but he 
had some motor skill challenges 
and, when he was on the floor, 

we were virtually playing four 
against their five. I always had 
him on my team because he 
was a friend of my son’s and his 
dad helped me coach and, hey, 
it’s recreation basketball. 

When I told the opposing 
coach I called the timeout to 
try and get Dave a basket in his 
last chance he not only settled 
down, but offered to have his 
team back off when Dave got 
the ball. With that I drew up 
the play to have the ball in-
bounded to Dave under the 
basket. There was no guarantee 
he would put it in.

The teams took the floor, the 
whistle blew, and my player 
inbounded the ball to Dave. 

He looked round, concluded 
he was open, and put a two-
handed shot high off the board. 
It bounced on the rim a couple 
times and dropped through the 
net just as the horn sounded.

Dave watched the ball go 
through the basket in half dis-
belief. He threw his arms in the 
air, the crowd roared and play-
ers from both benches rushed 
the floor, congratulating Dave 
on his first ever basket. At that 
point no cared who won the 
game, it was a win-win for ev-
eryone.

Nic Schmitt, who punted 
and kicked for the Virginia 
Tech football team, was on my 
14 year old team that season. 
Years later, when he was a senior 
for the Hokies, I did a story on 
Schmitt for the paper. One of 
the questions I asked him was 
‘what are some of the most 
memorable moments you’ve 
had in your sports career?’”

Nic was a member of state 

championship high school 
football teams at Salem, kick-
ing the game-winning point 
one season. He was an all-state 
kicker and also a standout re-
ceiver, defensive back and kick 
returner, so he had many mem-
orable moments.

At Tech, he was the first 
string punter and backup 
placekicker. He played in some 
huge ACC games and won all 
kinds of honors at Tech. You’d 
think his favorite sports mo-
ment would have been pin-
ning Miami inside the 10 or 
punting against Auburn in 
the Sugar Bowl, or even kick-
ing the winning point to win 
that high school state champi-
onship. But no, do you know 
what Nic said?

He said his favorite all-time 
moment in sports was when 
Dave scored that basket. 

I did my best to hold back 
tears, and that was one timeout 
I’ll never regret.

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor


	IMNCR Pg. 1 Color
	NCR Pg. 2 BW
	NCR Pg. 3 BW
	NCR Pg. 4 BW
	NCR Pg. 5 BW
	NCR Pg. 6 BW
	NCR Pg. 7 BW
	IMNCR Pg. 8 Color

