
People were lining up early to 
view the live auction items which 
included many hunting gear ap-
paratuses of guns, camo seats and 

blinds, tree stands, knives, beau-
tifully designed turkey callers 
and a boatload of other very nice 
items, including a handmade 

quilt and a handmade cherry 
wormwood cabinet. Th ey even 
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Kids in schools all 
over the United States 
look forward to the an-
nual One School, One 
Book event. In fact, over 
3,000 schools participat-
ed in the recent “Read to 
Them” program. 

Students at McCleary 
Elementary School had 
smiles on their faces 
with laughter that rung 
throughout nearly every 
room during the celebra-
tion.

The program’s website 
states, “Our mission is 
to create a culture of lit-
eracy in every home by 
helping schools imple-
ment our One School, 
One Book® program 
which encourage and 
enables reading together 
at home by providing 
every school with tools, 
resources, guidance, and 
support.”

Though this event 
takes lots of hours of 
planning for all the 
teachers and staff mem-
bers, along with mon-
etary expenses and the 

McCleary celebrates One School, One Book

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Upon entering the library, the kids insisted that I drink 
the green frobscottle because that was the drink that 
BFG drank which made him whizzpop! My tongue and 
teeth were green for several hours, which gave the 
kids a laugh. I’m glad I didn’t whizzpop while there!

work of everyone to col-
lect great giveaways for 
the kids, McCleary has 
promoted this event for 
many years now. 

Missy Frazier, Title I 
Reading Teacher at Mc-
Cleary, reiterates the 
purpose of this wonder-
ful program is to educate 
families and schools on 
the benefits and impor-
tance of reading aloud at 

home.
“The whole program 

is asking parents to read 
aloud to their child be-
cause it is a worthwhile 
family activity and it 
better prepares children 
to be effective readers,” 
she said. 

Statistics show that 
the benefits of reading 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See McCleary, page 5

New DSS Director shooting for the stars

Wildgame Dinner donations send teens to camp

When summertime hits, the 
word “camp” is on many teens’ 
minds.

Th e Catawba Valley Baptist 
Church is very active in sup-
porting their teens and sending 
as many to camp as want to go, 
with all expenses paid.

Th is year, the Wild Game 
Dinner was able to fi nally open 
its doors and have their annual 
ever so popular in-person dinner 
and auctions. 

Th e event is sponsored by 
their teens, the CVBC Student 
Ministries. 

Th eir vision is, “CVBC Stu-
dent Ministries seeks to be a safe 
place for children and students of 
all ages, backgrounds and situa-
tions. We are here to make grow-
ing and reproducing disciples of 

Christ who are well-connected 
with their family, church and 
community. Supporting families 
in any way we can as they raise 
their children is our privilege.” 

Th ese teens were everywhere 
at the dinner, helping out in all 
capacities of the event. 

Pastor Stephen Vaughn 
shared, “We served over 300 
meals in person plus 40-plus 
takeout meals.”

Th ere was BBQ deer and bear 
and regular of both, with sides 
and a smorgasbord of home-
made desserts that people got to 
take seconds of, which was won-
derful. 

Th e event was held at the 
Moose Lodge on Route 311, so 
they would have enough room 
to feed everyone and to have 
their silent and live auctions. 

Th ere were approximately 
100 items available to bid on. 

Spring gobbler contest starts April 9

Many “Craig Countians” 
savor a fresh cooked wild tur-
key on their table at Th anks-
giving, and many more of us 
enjoy them anytime! 

I personally like mine 
cooked all day in a crockpot 
with Italian dressing. 

To hold onto tradition, 
Star City Whitetails and 
Virginia Public Land Hunt-
ers and Fisherman will be 
hosting their 9th Annual Va. 
Spring Gobbler Photo Con-
test in less than a month. 

Founder and organizer Jeff  
Phillips shared, “Th ere will 
be six diff erent divisions rep-
resented, Men’s, Women’s, 
Youth, Mobility Impaired, 
Doubles, and Public Land.”

He added that for this 

year’s contest, there will be 
some great prizes for each 
division, including a turkey 
mount for the mobility im-
paired division, and a Youth 
division drawing for an off -
shore fi shing trip to South 
Carolina for one youth and 
their parents. 

“A great added addition 
for the second year in a row is 
a donation from Craig coun-
ties own, Sam Catterton and 
Catterton & Sons Wildlife 
Nuisance Specialist,” Phil-
lips said. “Th ey are donating 
$100 cash to the best photo 
from Youth Weekend on 
April 2 and 3.”

Th e regular season contest 
runs from April 9 through 
May 14, and the voting for 
the contest will take place 
on Star City Whitetails Face-
book page once the season is 

over.
So, everyone get their “fan 

club” on alert for this contest!
“We look forward to see-

ing some great pictures this 
spring, and those pictures 
can be submitted to the Star 
City Whitetails and or Vir-
ginia Public Land Hunters 
and Fisherman page and you 
will be in the running,” Phil-
lips noted. 

He added, “Th is is a true 
‘No Hunter Left Behind 
Contest.’”

Feel free to reach Jeff  Phil-
lips with any questions at 
(540) 765-8255.

“Folks, make sure you get 
the young people out in our 
Virginia Spring woods, not 
a more beautiful time to be 
outdoors and it just helps our 
great tradition to carry on,” 
he added. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Pat Franklin, the new Department of Social Services 
director, is shooting for the stars, hoping to bring 
light to people who may be in need of services. The 
office opens for in-person appointments on March 
14. 

See Wildgame Dinner, page 3

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The tables were packed at the Annual Wildgame Dinner which was in-person this year. People 
mingled all around to look at the silent and live auction items, take a chance on the raffle and just 
talk to others they hadn’t seen in a long while. 

Change in administra-
tion always brings un-
known anticipation in 
staff . However, it seems 
the new director of the De-
partment of Social Services 
(DSS) in Craig has a new 
light in its corner. 

Th ere are many issues 
that can bring a person to 
the need of assistance with 
professionals at the DSS.

Th e new director, Pat 
Franklin, understands per-
sonal heartache and needs 
of families, understanding 
that for some, they just 
need that boost of assis-
tance to help them dur-
ing a downfall in personal 
events of life. 

“It’s been ten years since 
I started working with the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices here in Craig County 
and it has been a real plea-
sure,” Franklin said. “It’s 
such a great community.”

She shared that when 
she fi rst came to Craig, she 
often heard the expression, 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Hunter Ponton is no stranger to the hunting woods. He started at a very 
young age, and continues to hunt and fish, loving every minute. He 
also enjoys participating in the Star City Whitetail Youth Contests and 
encourages others to join this April. 

See DSS Director, page 5



Page 2 • Wednesday, March 16, 2022 • The New Castle Record www.ourvalley.org

Send community 
news and photos to 

shawn.nowlin@ourvalley.org

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEW CASTLE RECORD, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEW CASTLE RECORD

THE NEW CASTLE RECORD
PRINT ONLY

         Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$45.00 In County   $49.00 Out of County

$53.00 Out of State

YOUR LOCAL NEWSYOUR LOCAL NEWS
JUST THE WAY JUST THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT!YOU LIKE IT!

DIGITAL ONLY DIGITAL

& PRINT

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$67.00

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Type of footwear
 5. Studies a lot all at once
10. Adventure story
14. Hundred thousand
15. Former U.S. Vice 
President
16. Ruler
17. Indian city
18. Similar
19. Ship as cargo
20. Volcanic craters
22. Boxing’s “GOAT”
23. Bullfi ghting maneuvers
24. London soccer team
27. Score perfectly
30. No (Scottish)
31. SoCal hoops team 
(abbr.)
32. Woman (French)
35. Unwanted attic “decor”
37. Peter Griffi n’s daughter
38. Broad, shallow crater
39. Large instruments
40. Low bank or reef

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. __ and Venzetti
42. Oil group
43. Father
44. Aggressive men
45. Pairs well with green
46. Travelers need it
47. Digital audiotape
48. Midway between northeast 
and east
49. Chemistry descriptor
52. S. China seaport
55. Sound unit
56. Heavy cavalry sword
60. Thick piece of something
61. Spa town in Austria
63. Boyfriend
64. Norse personifi cation of 
old age
65. Type of box
66. Tie together
67. Fiber from the coconut
68. Chicago mayor
69. Old English letters
CLUES DOWN
 1. Type of sauce

 2. Pattern of notes
 3. Plant with long 
seedpods
 4. Map out
 5. Numbers cruncher
 6. Make a mental con-
nection
 7. Italian tenor
 8. N. America’s highest 
mountain peak
 9. Witness
10. Arabic given name
11. Music awards
12. “ The Immoralist” 
author
13. Area units
21. Units of loudness
23. Political action com-
mittee
25. Bar bill
26. Witch
27. A theatrical performer
28. 2-door car
29. __ and fl owed
32. Papier-__, art 

medium
33. City in Georgia
34. Irregular
36. College sports conference
37. Angry
38. Partner to cheese
40. S. American mammal
41. Self-immolation by fi re 
rituals
43. Split pulses
44. Disfi gure
46. Cow noise
47. Erase
49. Chadic language
50. Reward for doing well
51. Paid TV
52. Millisecond
53. Other
54. Colombian city
57. Necklace part
58. Every one of two or more 
people
59. Regrets
61. They come after “A”
62. Horse noise

Be sure to 

‘Like’ the New 

Castle Record 

on Facebook.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Craig County to be featured on Real Virginia program

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Marine Veteran, Frankie Garman, Sr., is a 52-year chartered member of the Ruritan 
Club.

MONDAY 
THROUGH 
SATURDAY

The Craig County 
Public Library is open 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The library is located 
at 303 Main St. in 
New Castle. For more 
information, call (540) 
864-8978 or visit www.

craiglibrary.org.
 

EVERY SUNDAY

• A l c o h o l i c s 
Anonymous meeting. 8 
p.m. at New Castle Fire 
Hall.

 
SECOND MONDAY

•Paint Bank Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting, 7 
p.m. at the Paint Bank 
Fire Department. Call 
897-5346 for more 
information. 

•Craig County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
library.

 
THIRD MONDAY

Town of New Castle 
Council Meeting at 
7 p.m. inside the New 
Castle Town Hall, 
located at 339 Market 
Street.

 
SECOND TUESDAY

•Craig County School 

Board meets at 5:30 
p.m. in the High School 
Media Center.

•Mountain Lodge 140 
AF&AM, 7:30 p.m. at 
Lodge Hall, 255 Main 
St.

 
THIRD 

WEDNESDAY

The Botetourt/
Craig/Roanoke Farm 
Service Agency County 
Committee meets each 
month at 10 a.m. at the 
Bonsack USDA Service 

Center. Please call one 
day before the meeting 
date regarding possible 
cancellation information 
540-977-2698, Ext. 2. 
The Bonsack USDA 
Service Center is located 
at 36 Executive Circle, 
Suite 1, Roanoke, VA 
24012. All County 
Committee meetings are 
open to the public.

FIRST THURSDAY 

Craig County Board 
of Supervisors meets at 6 

p.m. at the Craig County 
Courthouse.

This April, Virginia Farm 
Bureau’s Real Virginia tele-
vision program will high-
light Craig County as part of 
its County Close-up segment.

Each month, the feature 
highlights a different Virginia 
county and provides an in-
depth look at the area from 
an agricultural perspective. 
Burke Moeller, video produc-
er for Farm Bureau, will inter-
view local farmers and others 
to explore the role agriculture 

plays in the county, which 
sectors are most prevalent and 
how the industry is changing.

The most recent Census 
of Agriculture, conducted in 
2017, found Craig had a to-
tal of 179 farms on 43,431 
acres, and the market value of 
all agricultural products sold 
that year was more than $4.6 
million. Commodities like 
livestock, poultry and other 
animal products account for 
82 percent of all farm income. 

Crops make up the remaining 
18 percent, with the major 
plantings in hay and forage, 
corn, soybeans and wheat. 
Other commodities produced 
in the county include fruits, 
berries, vegetables, melons 
and potatoes.

Real Virginia focuses on 
Virginia agriculture with a 
consumer audience in mind. 
The program airs nationwide 
at 3:30 p.m. on the first Sat-
urday of each month on RFD-

TV on Dish Network and Di-
recTV, and on selected cable 
outlets around the state. It 
airs weekly on WBRA digital 
channel 15.2, WHRO Nor-
folk, WVVA Bluefield, and 
WTKR Norfolk, and on the 
first and third weekends of 
each month on WVIR Char-
lottesville, WHSV Harrison-
burg and WRLH Richmond.

Watch Real Virginia any-
time online at youtube.com/
user/VirginiaFarmBureau.

With 132,000 members 
in 88 county Farm Bureaus, 
VFBF is Virginia’s largest 
farmers’ advocacy group. 
Farm Bureau is a non-govern-
mental, nonpartisan, volun-
tary organization committed 
to protecting Virginia’s farms 
and ensuring a safe, fresh and 
locally grown food supply.

Submitted by Alice Kemp, 
Communications Coordinator

Five decades strong, Catawba 
Valley Ruritan Club shows 
no signs of slowing down

The Catawba Valley 
Ruritan Club has been 
a name around the Ca-
tawba Valley since July 
1970. It was chartered 
by a group of men – 
farmers, business own-
ers, insurance agents, 
factory workers, auto 
mechanics, mail carrier, 
retirees and others. The 
mission of the Club is 
to provide needed ser-
vices to those in the 
Valley, foster fellowship 
and socialization in the 
community. The Club 
remembers Veterans by 
placing American flags 
at the Catawba Valley 
cemeteries each year. 

Back in the day, the 
Club could be seen 

painting metal roofs on 
houses, mending fence 
and doing clean-up 
around homes. Today, 
the Club still tries to 
help wherever a need 
may be. 

The main fundrais-
ers for the Ruritans are 
making apple butter 
two-times a year and 
the Chicken BBQ that 
is held in May. These 
fundraisers help support 
the following organi-
zations and activities: 
Hunters for the Hun-
gry, D-Day Memorial, 
Catawba Hospital Op-
eration Santa Claus, 
College Scholarships 
for local Youth, the 
Catawba Valley Farm-

ers Market and other 
community needs. The 
Club has hosted Blue-
grass concerts just to get 
the community out and 
about.

A new fundraiser this 
year is a Community 
Flea Market on Satur-
day, April 23, at Cataw-
ba Community Center 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Individuals interested 
in being either a seller 
or buyer are encouraged 
to contact Pam Garman 
at either 540-384-5009 
or frgarman@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Submitted by 
Pam Garman

Article correction
Last week’s “Craig Val-

ley Baptist chili-cookout 
turns into massive success” 

article had a few minor er-
rors. Th e overall winners 
were actually Julie Welch 

(2nd place), Ricky Fran-
cisco (1st place) and Karen 
Walker (3rd place)
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In Memory
The family of Kenneth S. “Sparky” Stull wishes to 
thank everyone for their prayers, flowers, visits, 
food and support during the time of his illness and 
death.
A special thank you  to VFW Post 4491 for rights 
given to “Sparky”. Your grace to the family was 
appreciated.  
I want to give praise to my Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ for his grace and love who will be at my side 
through it all.  Also, a special thank you to Gary 
Burch and Raymond Christian for a service well done.  
                                                    Hope and faith,
                                                    Wanda Stull and family

Roanoke College explores monuments and memorials, 
our encounters with history in new speaker series

Roanoke College will 
launch a speaker series this 
month that examines the 
function and future of mon-
uments, and our personal 
connections to and encoun-
ters with history. 

Th e speaker series, pre-
sented by the College’s Cen-
ter for Studying Structures of 
Race, brings to campus art-
ists and scholars whose work 
addresses the role of monu-
ments in society and how 
we address, and think deeply 
about, our history.  

Scheduled March 
17-April 19, the series in-
vites the public to examine 
the intersection of art, public 
memory and history.  

Featured speakers include 
Dr. Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
American literary critic, pro-
fessor, historian, and fi lm-
maker who serves as the Al-
phonse Fletcher University 
Professor and Director of the 
Hutchins Center for African 
and African American Re-
search at Harvard University. 
On April 19, Gates will pres-

ent “Th e Rise and Fall of Re-
construction. Th e lecture is 
co-sponsored by Roanoke 
College’s Henry H. Fowler 
Lecture Series and the Cen-
ter for Studying Structures of 
Race.  

“Dr. Gates is a preeminent 
scholar of African American 
studies whose work lends in-
spiration to the projects we 
are undertaking at Roanoke 
College,” said Jesse Bucher, 
associate professor of history 
at Roanoke College and who 
serves as director of the Cen-

ter for Studying Structures 
of Race. “His dedication to 
uncovering hidden stories, 
making personal connec-
tions to the past, and un-
packing historical truths have 
had a major infl uence on our 
examination of the history 
and legacies of slavery at and 
around Roanoke College.” 

Th at examination has 
resulted in several tangible 
initiatives at the College. In 
April 2021, bronze plaques 
that pay tribute to the en-
slaved laborers who had 
an integral, historically sig-
nifi cant role in building the 
College more than 175 years 
ago, were installed on the 
front pillars of the College’s 
Administration Building. 
Initiatives also include the 
ongoing and extensive stu-
dent research into the Col-
lege’s historical connection to 
slavery, and the renovation of 
slave quarters that adjoin the 
Roanoke College campus — 
quarters that now house the 
Center for Studying Struc-
tures of Race. 

Featured speakers also in-
clude: 

•Charles Gaines, a Los 
Angeles-based artist who is 
a pivotal fi gure in the fi eld 
of conceptual art. His March 
17 talk is part of the “Me-

morials, Monuments, and 
Memory Lecture Series,” 
sponsored by Roanoke Col-
lege Center for Studying 
Structures of Race. 

•Mabel O. Wilson, 
Ph.D., professor of architec-
ture at Columbia University 
who co-designed the Memo-
rial to Enslaved Laborers at 
the University of Virginia. 
Her March 31 talk is part 
of the “Memorials, Monu-
ments, and Memory Lecture 
Series.” 

•Dr. Whitney Battle-Bap-
tiste, director, the W.E.B. Du 
Bois Center, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst and 
professor of anthropology. 
Her April 6 Emancipation 
Week Lecture is sponsored 
by the Center for Studying 
Structures of Race. 

•Nicholas Galanin, a 
multi-disciplinary artist and 
musician from Alaska. His 
April 12 talk is part of the 
“Memorials, Monuments, 
and Memory Lecture Series.” 

Th e four “Memorials, 
Monuments, and Memory 
Lecture Series” speakers were 
selected through Roanoke 
College’s partnership with 
Creative Time, an interna-
tional nonprofi t arts orga-
nization that is guiding the 
College’s development of a 

comprehensive plan to hon-
or and recognize, on campus, 
the role of enslaved people in 
the history of the College and 
greater Southwest Virginia. 
Th e lecture series precedes 
planning for the College’s 
commission of a new memo-
rial commemorating the en-
slaved people who built the 
College and contributed to 
the wider region. 

Each of these four speak-
ers “use their art and design 
work to expand the ways in 
which we think about me-
morials and monuments,” 
Bucher said. “Individually, 
they have created projects 
that challenge us to think 
more expansively about how 
we encounter history, mem-
ory, and the role of public 
art.” 

Dr. Battle-Baptiste, a his-
torical archaeologist who 
will deliver the Emancipa-
tion Week keynote lecture 
on April 6, “has completed 
transformative archaeological 
research that deepens our un-
derstanding about the lives of 
enslaved persons, including 
enslaved persons in Virginia,” 
Bucher said. 

Submitted by Roanoke 
College News

Applications now accepted for Fralin Futures STEM-H Scholarship at Virginia Western
-Merit-based program provides tuition, coaching and living expense stipend for students nearing graduation-

Applications are now being 
accepted for the Fralin Futures 
Scholarship, providing eligible 
Virginia Western Community 
College students enrolled in any 
STEM-H (science, technology, 
engineering, math and health) 
program with the opportunity 
to receive full tuition and living 
expenses funding. Th e merit-based 
scholarship program was established 
in 2019 with a $5 million gift from 
the Horace G. Fralin Charitable 
Trust. 

Over the past three years, the 
competitive scholarship program 
has supported 74 students, called 
Fralin Futures Scholars. Th irty-
fi ve students, or 92 percent, have 
successfully completed the program 
and graduated on time from Virginia 
Western. Th e scholarship uniquely 
focuses on the student’s two last 
semesters prior to graduation, 
providing supplemental income and 
career coaching that aims to reduce 

barriers to completion.
“Th e pandemic and resulting 

economic instability certainly 
amplifi ed the needs of our 
students,” said Amanda Mansfi eld, 
Philanthropy Director of the 
Virginia Western Community 
College Educational Foundation. 
“Being able to provide this type 
of funding and support has a real 
impact on keeping our students 
in their educational track and 
preparing for jobs in fi elds that are 
in high demand.” 

Students may apply for the Fralin 
scholarship if they are enrolled 
in a STEM-H program, within 
two semesters of graduating from 
Virginia Western and maintain at 
least a 3.0 GPA. Deadline to submit 
an application is May 1, 2022. To 
apply, visit www.virginiawestern.
edu/scholarships.

In addition to the scholarship, 
Fralin Futures Scholars are guided 
by a success coach and participate in 

cohort activities through partnerships 
with the Fralin Biomedical Research 
Institute at VTC and STEM-H 
related employers that expose them 
to hands-on learning opportunities 
and career exploration. 

For more information about the 
Fralin Futures Scholarship Program, 
contact Success Coach Schuyler van 
Montfrans, at SVanMontfrans@
virginiawestern.edu or (540) 857-
6272.

Fralin Futures is one of 91 
scholarships worth more than 
$366,000 off ered by the Virginia 
Western Educational Foundation 
this fall. A new online application 
off ers students the opportunity 
to receive funding from the 
Educational Foundation as well as 
regional and national funders. Apply 
through May 1, 2022, at www.
virginiawestern.edu/scholarships.  

Submitted by Carole Tarrant, 
Coordinator of Development SUBMITTED PHOTO Success Coach Schuyler van Montfrans

had a one-of-a-kind replica 
of Th e Homeplace with 
one of their cooking pans. 

At the silent auction, 
there were homemade 
items, as well as purchased 

and donated items. (I 
wrote my bids on many!) 

Everyone received a 
ticket when they arrived 
and signed in for the free 
giveaways they announced 

while dinner was being 
served. 

Th e atmosphere was 
joyful, and people were so 
pleasant. 

A heartfelt message was 
given by Mark Harvey. 

It was obvious that the 
in-person meal was going 
to be a success in funds and 
in spirit. 

When the live auction 
started and the auction-
eer began, yellow cards 
fi lled the air, bidding on 
the items. Some enjoyed 
the competitive bidding, 
laughing in friendship as 
they would outbid some-
one for an item. 

Th e goal was to raise as 
much as possible with each 

item, and the majority of 
attendees were interested 
in participating. 

“Our goal was to raise 
$15,000 and we ended 
up raising over $17,000,” 
Vaughn shared. “Kids go 
to camp in the summer for 
free because of this event 
and our kids get scholar-
ships for various other trips 
due as well.”

Th e businesses that do-
nated were, Trader Jerry’s, 
Investors Financial Advi-
sors, Chick-fi l-A/Salem, 
Pine Top Restaurant, Mac 
& Bobs Restaurant, Th ree 
Little Pigs, Which Wich/
Salem, Lasterday Market, 
Specialized Saw & Mower, 
Big Spring Mill, A Little 
Off  the Top Salon, Bel-
lacinos Restaurant, Ash-
ley Furniture, Greenridge 
Rec Center, Towncenter 
Tap House Restaurant, 
Ikenberry Orchards, M & 
M Creations and Krispy 
Kreme Donuts. 

“Th ank you everyone 
who made this possible,” 

Pastor Vaughn shared. “To 
the local companies and 
individuals who donated, 
thank you! To the Moose 
Lodge for allowing us to 
have our event there, thank 
you! To our community for 
attending and supporting 
this event, thank you! And 
to the 65 plus volunteers 
who make this event pos-
sible, thanks you!” 

Th e church can be 
reached by phone, 540-
380-8448, email, admin@
catawbavalleybc.org, or 
through their website, 
www.catawbavalleybc.org. 

“Th is event is special 
because it gives our church 
a chance to connect with 
people in our community,” 
he added. “A church ought 
to be in the community 
and among the commu-
nity and this event gives 
more opportunities for 
this. Ultimately, whatever 
this event provides gives 
opportunities in another 
year for kids to hear the 
gospel.”

Wildgame Dinner from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTODr. Henry Louis Gates Jr.
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Ukraine’s libraries are off ering bomb shelters, 
camoufl age classes and, yes, books

Libraries are playing 
vital roles in supporting 
Ukraine’s war effort 
from giving families 
shelters during Russian 
bombing raids to making 
camouflage nets for the 
military and countering 
disinformation. 

“It’s really scary 
when schools, libraries, 
universities, hospitals, 
maternity hospitals, 
residential neighborhoods 
are bombed,” Oksana 
Brui, who is the president 
of the Ukrainian Library 
Association, told NPR. 

Citing civilian deaths 
and the Russian military’s 
drive to take over nuclear 
power plants, Brui added, 
“This is very dangerous for 
the whole world.” 

Brui is among the 
Ukrainians who were 
taken by surprise when 
sirens rang out on Feb. 
24 announcing Russia’s 
invasion. While some of 
Ukraine’s libraries have 
been destroyed by the 
fighting, she says that all 
over the country, libraries 
are “buzzing like hives,” 

full of librarians, readers, 
refugees and volunteers. 

“Refugee reception 
points, hostels and logistics 
points are organized here,” 
she said. “Camouflage 
nets for the military are 
also woven here. Home 
care courses are held here. 
Books are collected here to 
be transferred to libraries 
in neighboring countries 
that receive Ukrainian 
refugees.” 

One bundle of netting 
was packaged with a note: 
“Death to enemies.” 

With their country 
thrust into war, libraries 
are also bringing in 
specialists to provide 
psychological help to 
residents struggling to 
cope with an unwelcome 
new reality. 

“There are bomb 
shelters in libraries,” 
Brui added, pointing 
out a children’s library in 
Mykolaiv where kids, their 
families and a few dogs 
were being kept safe. As a 
video posted by the library 
shows, children are using 
their time in the shelter 
to select books, filling 
the hours before they can 
emerge again. 

Brui and the Ukrainian 
Library Association 
received hundreds of 
positive and encouraging 

messages after the group 
issued a notice postponing 
— not canceling — an 
international conference it 
was slated to host in early 
March. The confident tone 
struck Nicholas Poole, the 
CEO of CILIP, the U.K.’s 
library and information 
association. 

In a tweet that drew 
more than 200,000 likes, 
Poole said of the notice, 
“it basically says ‘We 
will reschedule just as 
soon as we have finished 
vanquishing our invaders.’ 
Ukrainian Librarians, I 
salute you.” 

Brui, who is the 
library director of the 
Igor Sikorsky Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute, and 
the ULA also wrote to the 
International Federation 
of Library Associations, 
academic publishers and 
other institutions, asking 
them to exclude the Russia 
Library Association from 
all activities, citing the 
need to stand in the face 
of aggression and embrace 
values based on truth and 
the sharing of information. 

Their request won 
the support of many 
peer organizations across 
Europe. In response, the 
IFLA issued a statement 
expressing “solidarity with 
our colleagues in Ukraine” 

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Children and their families have taken refuge in bomb shelters like this one at the 
Central City Library for Children in Mykolaiv, in southern Ukraine.

and condemning “all 
violent actions,” but it 
did not mention Russia 
or take any sort of action 
against the RLA. 

Libraries are famous for 
their quiet and calm. But 
in some parts of Ukraine, 
Brui says, libraries are 
now marked not by the 
usual hush but by “dead 
silence.” 

“These are the libraries 
destroyed by the Russian 
bombing in Kharkiv, Sumy, 
Chernihiv, [Starobilsk], 
Severodonetsk,” she said, 
singling out damage 
suffered by the Karazin 

University Library in 
Kharkiv, the famed 
university city. 

Even in peacetime, 
Ukraine’s libraries try to 
counteract the influence 
of disinformation, 
training people in media 
and information literacy. 
But this is war, and 
everything about life in 
Ukraine is now different. 
The country’s librarians 
are hard at work trying 
to keep their collections 
safe — and making sure 
people can access books 
and other materials. 

“Today Ukraine is 

fighting not only for its 
own independence and 
the future of its children,” 
Brui said. 

She stressed that 
Ukrainians are fighting 
— and dying — for 
European values. She 
urged everyone to support 
Ukraine, to establish a 
no-fly zone, and unite 
to stop the war started 
by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

“Today it is destroying 
Ukraine, and tomorrow 
it could be any other 
country,” Brui said. 

~ Bill Chappell 

OBITUARY
Looney, Ronald Wilson

Ronald Wilson Looney, 
82, of Catawba, passed 
away at his home on March 
3, 2022, after a courageous 
battle with C.O.P.D. 

Ronnie was born on 
October 29, 1939, and 
lived most of his life in 
Craig County, growing up 
in the community of his 

family’s namesake, Looney, 
near Meadow Creek. After 
serving in the U.S. Army, 
Ronnie worked in several 
industries, eventually retir-
ing as a Transformer Repair 
Technician from Appa-
lachian Power Company 
(AEP).

Ronnie was preceded 
in death by his wife of 
56 years, Helen Abbott 
Looney. He is survived by 
brother Richard Honts; 
sons and wives Jim and 
Kim Looney, David and 
Karen Looney, Mike and 
Rebecca Looney; grand-
children Emily, Jonathan, 
Sara, Meaghan, great 
grandchildren Liam and 
Reece; step grand and great 
grandchildren Amy, Tori, 
Eric, Levi, Jacob and Kai; 

many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and special friends 
Eddie Martin and Steve 
Carper.

Ronnie was an absolute 
joy to be around. He greet-
ed everyone with a smile 
and pleasant demeanor and 
any stranger would quickly 
become a friend. However, 
when it came to racing, he 
was extremely competi-
tive, driving at the Pulaski 
Speedway and Roanoke 
Drag Strip in the ‘60s. Al-
though the dirt track racing 
was fun, his successes came 
on the drag racing, win-
ning numerous trophies. 
His passion for racing car-
ried over to a lifelong ap-
preciation of NASCAR 
races and his son, Mike’s 
successful racing career. 

A memorial service will 
be held on Sunday, March 
20, at the Paitsel Funeral 
Home in New Castle. Visi-
tation will be from 3:00 
to 4:00 p.m. with service 
starting at 4:00 p.m.

Th e family would like to 
thank the many VA health-
care professionals, Kindred 
Hospice staff , family, and 
special friends, Melissa 
Wrenn and Matt Peters, 
for their loving care during 
Ronnie’s illness.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family asks for donations 
to be made to the Upper 
Craigs Creek Volunteer 
Fire Department at 4296 
Upper Craigs Creek Rd. 
Catawba, VA 24070.

More info at https://
www.paitselfh.com/
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Sunday Mornings: 9 A.M. 
Contemporary Service and 11:00 A.M. Traditional Service with Sunday 
School at 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

“Craig County takes care 
of its own” and has been 
seeing it fi rst-hand. 

“I heard that phrase 
from the beginning from 
Millie, Harrison and Ber-
nie Tripp and many oth-
ers. It has certainly proven 
to be true,” she said. “Th e 
number of people in the 
county who have stepped 
up to be foster parents, the 
donations we get from all 
over, and people who pitch 
in whenever we need, has 
been such a real joy.”

She added, “I worked 
in Roanoke City before I 
came here and I am cer-
tain that per capita, Craig 
County DSS has received 
more in the way of fi nan-
cial and other donations 
than Roanoke City did. 
Th at has been a real bless-
ing and this staff  has been 
great to work with.” 

Franklin currently lives 
in Roanoke County. 

“I have been mar-
ried for 30 years and 
my husband and I have 
two grown children, two 
dogs and three cats,” she 

shared. “I love spending 
time with my family. My 
husband and I like to take 
short weekend trips in and 
around Virginia to take in 
plays, museums and spend 
time together.”

Prior to that, she was 
a homemaker for nine 
years. When her daughter 
started kindergarten, she 
went to Hollins University 
and earned her bachelor’s 
degree.  

Pat worked 18 years at 
Roanoke County DSS as 
a self-suffi  ciency special-
ist and worked up to be-
coming supervisor to both 
Benefi t and Service pro-
grams. 

Her own experience 
had been exclusively in 
services, foster care and 
child protective services. 

Jim Weber, the previous 
director, explained, “She 
is very well respected and 
over the years employees, 
both former and current, 
have called Pat for ad-
vice on how to do certain 
things and I have always 
heard back that she was so 

friendly, nice and helpful. 
I know that Angie Huff -
man from the Board was 
very pleased with the in-
terview and blown away 
by Ms. Franklin and we 
are in good hands and are 
fortunate to have someone 
of her caliber.” 

“A couple of years ago, I 
heard that Jim was think-
ing about retiring and that 
is when I started look-
ing at Craig County as a 
career goal. Craig is only 
a 35-minute commute 
down 311 with its beauti-
ful scenic views,” Franklin 
shared. “Craig County So-
cial Service is just the right 
size, and it is still within 
my social capital foot-
print. Meaning I have 18 
years of cultivating com-
munity partnerships that 
I bring with me to this 
job. Being a small agency 
allows me to continue do-
ing what I love best, and 
that is working with com-
munity.”

When Franklin was 
asked what she felt like her 
top priorities in CC-DSS 

would be, she responded, 
“I would like to improve 
the reputation of DSS in 
Craig. Since I started on 
February 1, I have been 
out in the community 
talking to people and to 
be quite honest, the DSS 
reputation seems to be less 
than pleasing and for that 
I apologize. DSS should 
be a place the people of 
Craig can feel comfortable 
coming to when they need 
a helping hand.”

Th e good news is that 
DSS plans to open its 
doors to the public on 
March 14, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  

“DSS is here to help 
the citizens of Craig. Our 
phone lines are up and 
running correctly so you 
will be able to reach your 
worker or leave a mes-
sage,” she added. 

It seems there was a 
glitch in their system 
which was not directing 
the calls effi  ciently. 

Her goal is that she and 
all staff  will return phone 
calls no later than 5 p.m. 

the next business day dur-
ing the normal workweek.

“If you have a CPS or 
APS complaint, I want 
you call us,” she said. “We 
will take the complaint.  
If you need SNAP (food 
stamps), Medicaid, TANF 
(Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families), Energy 
or Child Care assistance 
you can apply in person or 
online at www.common-
help.virginia.gov.”

DSS has a Facebook 
page (Craig County VA 
DSS) and their offi  ce 
number is (540)-864-
5117.

Franklin wishes for 
anyone who is question-
able about receiving any 
services to please contact 
their offi  ce and just ask. 

Her goal is for Craig 
County residents to know 
that their DSS is there for 
them, and they wish to 
take care of their needs 
if possible, keeping the 
Craig County motto of 
“we take care of our own,” 
shooting for the stars of 
making sure everyone pos-

sible is enlightened by the 
system that was initially 
set up to help community 
citizens. 

“Sometimes we can 
help and other times the 
persons may not qualify 
but we want them to ask. 
Most of the time we can,” 
she shared. “We want ev-
eryone to know we are 
here for them.” 

Franklin also added, 
that if anyone is in need 
of food to please visit the 
offi  ce, “We will be glad to 
put a bag of food together 
for you take home from 
our food pantry.”

DSS Director from page 1

aloud are remarkable. 
“Studies have shown that 

reading to children helps 
them to listen better and lon-
ger, to build bigger vocabu-
laries, to understand concepts 
better, to feel positive about 
both books and learning,” 
the website states, adding, 
“Reading a book together 
brings the added joy of build-
ing and expanding a sense of 
community among students, 
parents, teachers, and staff – 
and beyond. In some schools, 
bus drivers and custodial and 
cafeteria staff clamor to be 
included. And when a library 
or church or community 
group or commercial donor 
becomes involved, that sense 
of fostered community is ex-
ponential.”

This year, their book was 
The BFG by Roald Dahl.  

“The BFG tells the story 
of a young girl, Sophie, who 
is kidnapped by a giant she 
sees lurking around children’s 
rooms at night,” Librarian 
Karen Jones shared. “Sophie 
is certain the giant is plan-
ning to eat her, but soon finds 
out she has already met the 
BFG - the big friendly giant. 
A very kind and loving giant 
who feeds only on disgusting 
snozzcumbers.”

“Sophie learns that there 
are other giants who gobble 
up children around the world 
every night,” she added. “So-
phie and the BFG come up 
with a plan to capture the 
giants and so preventing any 
more children from being 
harmed.”

“Each family is given a 
book and the students are 
assigned certain chapters 
each night to be read aloud 
to them. Then, each morn-
ing when the students return 
to school, they are asked a 
trivia question and there is a 
winner from each classroom 
every day,” Frazier explained. 

On Friday’s all-day fun 
event, students got to watch 
the movie of the BFG, make 
crafts, enjoy a snack related 
to the book, and jump in 
the bouncy houses and slide 
down its slide, among other 
activities.

As I personally walked 
through the school and tak-
ing pictures in various areas, 
there wasn’t a frown in sight. 
How uplifting!

Explained School Coun-
selor Dustin Persinger, “As 
the kids read a little bit every 
night, and answer a question 
every day, it encourages them 
to read and to be active in 
their readings. They can read 
alongside their families and at 
the end of the week, they look 
forward to the many prizes 
that are awarded.”

“I think the students en-
joy the celebration day the 
most, but they also enjoy the 
time with their parents and 
sharing the book,” Fra-
zier added. “Teachers enjoy 
watching the children come 
alive with excitement over the 
reading and answering the 
questions. They can certainly 
tell who is participating at 
home.”

“When a whole school 
reads a book, there’s a lot to 
talk about it and our goal is 
to build a community of read-
ers at McCleary Elementary 
School,” she noted. 

Their crafts and activities 
paralleled with the book and 
the kids smiled so big, show-
ing everyone their finished 
craft. 

They made a dreamcatcher 
as the story had to do with 
dreams. They ate dream cake 
(mini muffins) and drank 
green frobscottle (punch with 
pop rocks) because that was 
the drink the BFG drank 
which made him whizzpop! 
(break wind). Some class-
es chose to make a special 

mixture of dyes in a bottle 
which turned colors to rep-
resent BFG’s good dream po-
tions. And some classes made 
giant ears to replicate the 
BFG. 

All students’ names were 
included in the drawing for 
prizes: 

•Pearl Dudding, Cora 
Crowder, Sawyer Rutter, 
Elsa Elmore, Lacie Nance, 
Raelynn Stamper all won a 
stuffed animal and book that 
went together

•Lane Smith, Silas Temple-
ton, Braxton Hibbitts won a 
family book of tickets to the 
June Derby

•Kaelyn French won a BFG 
movie 

•Emmett Crawford and 
Lily Richardson won the Big 
Ears

•Kayla Storey, Maddy 
Hutchison and Emily Hash 
won books

•Jayce Huffman and Aa-
liyah Lane won the two nice 
bicycles

In addition, every student 
got a ticket to Sea Quest in 
Lynchburg for themselves and 
one adult. 

“We would like to thank 
Sea Quest, Craig County Fair-
grounds and Market Street 
Pharmacy for their donations 
for prizes,” Frazier shred. 

This program provides the 
“literacy skills which are the 
basis for a lifetime of learning 
and productivity,” the website 
states. 

It was also obvious at Mc-
Cleary Elementary that it 
made the whole school lively 
and filled with contagious 
smiles and laughter. 

A “huge kudos” goes out 
to all the teachers, staff and 
community members who 
made this such a fantastic 
event for our kids in Craig! 
Learning mixed with fun, 
how wonderful!

McCleary from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The kids literally came alive when they entered the gym with the 
bouncy slide and house. Squeals and laughter filled the room as 
they exhausted themselves playing.

The kindergarten class was excited to create their colored water 
which represented BFG’s good dream potions, as they watched the 
colors mingle in their bottles.
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STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-

vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium Assured 
Heifer/Cow Sale. March 26th, 2022 

12:00 noon. G&E Test Center Gret-
na, VA. Call George Winn at 434-
489-4458.

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you  ll your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Indoor Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Moving/Estate Sale 

Estate Sale  

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 
1564 Alleghany 
Spring Road, 

Shawsville, VA  
20158 

 

II. NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO 
PURCHASE 

GOODS, SERVICES 
OR EQUIPMENT    

FOR THE CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000168-00 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 March 
31, 2022,  3:30pm  
Community Room at the 
Salem Civic Center, 1001 
Roanoke Boulevard

(1)A dilapidated structure 
located at 17 7th Street 
Street, Salem, Virginia 
(Tax Map # 184  2  2). 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Located on Rt.60 in Amherst County, this beautiful property borders the Nat’l 
Forest and boasts 1.5 miles of trout stream running thru it!  Bid live or online.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

200 Acres200 Acres  on the on the Pedlar RiverPedlar River

Fri, Mar.18, 12:30pm at Hilton Garden Inn,
4025 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

1.5Mi of River Front in Amherst Co.

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

OF PROPOSED 
BOND ISSUE 

BY THE TOWN OF 
VINTON, VIRGINIA 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

STATEWIDE ADS
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To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated
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After winning the Pioneer District 
tournament and qualifying for the Re-
gion 1 C soccer tournament last year, 
the Craig County soccer team is hop-
ing to take another step upward this 
year.

Craig finished 7-2-1 last year, tak-
ing home a trophy and advancing to 
the region before falling to Galax, the 
Region 1C champ. Coach Robin No-
bles stepped down after the season and 
turned the reigns over to assistant Jeff 
Hickson.

Returning seniors for the Rock-
ets include Alex McDowell, Hannah 
Caldwell, Mason Huffman and Colton 
Moore. Huffman was the all-district 
first team goalie last spring.

Juniors include Austin Hickson, 
Alex Drake, Bryce Drake, Savannah 
Cady and Skyler Rodriques. Quinn 
Caldwell, Ava Greenway and Chris 
Matheney are sophomores and five 
freshmen are on the team, Sean Cady, 
Sarah Hickson, Jordyn Price, Colby 
Wolfe and Shaun VanDyke.

“We have five players from last year 
and four players who have never played 
soccer before and eight who have 
played before, just not for our varsity 
team,” said coach Hickson. “It should 
be an interesting season.”

The Rockets were scheduled to open 
Monday at home against Auburn, a 
formidable opponent. Next Tuesday, 
March 22nd, Craig is at Bath County.

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sara Jones(left) and Lexxy Brookman were named to All-Pioneer District second 
team in basketball while Annabelle Gregory(on top) was Honorable Mention.

NCR FILE PHOTO
Dylan Crawford, here pitching during the 2019 season, is the only Rocket with 
varsity baseball experience.

THREE ROCKETS ARE NAMED TO 
ALL-PIONEER BASKETBALL TEAM

Th ree Craig County girls have been 
named to the All-Pioneer District bas-
ketball team, which was released after all 
district teams were eliminated from post-
season play. Parry McCluer, who lost to 
Honaker in the state semifi nals last week, 
was the last team standing in the district. 

Sara Jones and Lexxy Brookman were 
named to the All-Pioneer second team 
while Annabelle Gregory was named 
Honorable Mention. All three are juniors 
and returning to the fl oor for the Rockets 
next year.

“Th at’s very promising going into next 
year,” said Craig coach Brock Jones. Th e 
top eight make fi rst team and Sara and 
Lexxy were, I believe, 10 and 11, almost 
making fi rst team.  I am extremely excit-
ed and blessed to have coached them this 
year, and in my fi rst year as coach.”

Th is was Brookman’s fi rst year playing 
school basketball since the eighth grade. 
She averaged 9.8 points and 10 rebounds 
per game in district play.

“She worked hard this year on learning 
post moves and put the work in to get 
his accomplishment,” said Jones. “All the 
other district coaches praised her physi-
cality and said she was hard to handle and 
game plan for this year.” 

Sara almost didn’t play basketball this 
year.

“She was going to primarily focus 
on softball and give up basketball,” said 
Brock. “I talked with her before the year 
and she came to a couple open gyms and 
it was all over from there. I knew I had 
to sell her, she was needed for this team 
and it paid off  tremendously. She was a 
key asset for us all year, our best overall 
jump shooter on the team and with her 
six foot frame was the best rim protector 
in the district.”

Jones averaged 10.4 points, 7.8 re-
bounds and 6.7 blocks per game in dis-
trict play. She also fi nished with 97 blocks 
for the year. 

“Sara was praised by the other dis-
trict coaches for her length and ability to 
change shots around the rim,” said coach 
Jones. 

Gregory was Craig’s leader and point 
guard. She averaged four points a game, 
5.9 steals per game, and 4.4 assists per 

game in district play. 
“Annie was a complete nightmare for 

other teams on the defensive end,” said 
Jones. “She has a non-stop motor and 
goes from tip off  to fi nal horn. Annie is 
the heart and soul to our team. She beat 
the press single handedly most of the time 
for us. Th ere were three games this year 
Annie had over 10 steals. Other district 
coaches praised her ability to slide her 
feet and play aggressive defense all game.”

Adam Gilbert of Parry McCluer was 
the district Coach of the Year after going 
undefeated in a dozen district game. Th e 
loss to Honaker was disappointing, but 
it was a little salve in the wound when 
Honaker went on to win the state Class 
1 championship, beating Buff alo Gap by 
34 points in the championship game.

Katie Claytor of Parry McCluer was 
the Pioneer District Player of the Year 
and the Blues had three members on the 
fi rst team.

“I was really hoping to get senior Han-
nah Caldwell somewhere as I believed 
she should have made it, but it just didn’t 
plan out,” said Jones.

With three all-district girls returning 
the future is bright for Craig County 
girls’ basketball. 

“With PM losing eight seniors this 
year and most everyone else losing a lot 
of key players we should have a great shot 
to be at the top of the district next year,” 
said Jones. “My girls are committed and 
want to work and improve, which is out-
standing. We will begin open gyms start-
ing toward the end of April and then hit 
some individual camps this summer and 
a few team camps.”

Th e Rockets will need some money for 
these summer trips and Jones is hoping 
the community will be generous when 
they encounter them.

“We have to do some Major Fundrais-
ing and car washes coming up for these 
things,” he said. “New jerseys, warm-ups, 
and team shoes are wanted from the girls 
so we have to raise some money or get 
some generous donations between now 
and the winter. But I couldn’t be more 
proud of these girls and I look forward 
to going all in with them and having our 
fi rst off  season together to get better.” 

Baseball is back at Craig County High     

Baseball is back at Craig 
County High School after 
a two year absence. Th e 
Rockets missed the 2020 
season when COVID 
struck and didn’t have 
enough boys come out to 
fi eld a team in 2021.

Th is spring Craig has 
a new coach in Zach Pe-
ters and a cast of play-
ers anxious to revive the 
longstanding tradition of 
quality baseball in Craig 
County. With the two 
year hiatus senior Dylan 
Crawford is the only play-
er on the team with var-
sity experience.

“We are looking to 
Dylan to be a leader for 
the rest of the team,” said 
coach Peters. 

Crawford will be shar-
ing pitching duties with 
junior Zachary Peters, 
freshman Matthew Lucas 

and freshman lefthander 
Jaycob Wolfe. Peters will 
be a leader on the fi eld 
and the primary catcher, 
with Wolfe catching some 
when Peters is pitching. 

Lucas will be at third, 
Crawford is the short-
stop with junior Malachi 
Shrader covering both 
positions when needed. 
Sophomore Hayden 
Reynolds will be at sec-
ond, sharing some play-
ing time with freshman 
Isaiah Wente. Sophomore 
Drew Duncan will be at 
fi rst. 

In the outfi eld there is 
a group of talent that will 
be seeing playing time. 
Seniors Brayden Frango, 
Nathaniel Sarver, junior 
Nicholas All, sophomore 
Tyler Huff man and fresh-
man Cameron Huff man 
should all see time along 

with Wolfe and Shrader. 
“Th is team is eager to 

play and have a great at-
titude going forward into 
the season,” said coach 
Peters.

Helping with coach-
ing duties this year will be 
Jason Lucas and Ashleigh 
Peters. 

“Th e team and coaches 
want to thank the lo-
cal businesses who have 
donated to getting the 
team back going along 
with the school system,” 
said Peters. “Th e coaches 
want to thank all family 
members and friends who 
get the team members to 
and from practice. With-
out their support a team 
would not be possible.”

Th e Rockets will open 
with a home game against 
Bath County on March 
22nd.

Softball team opens this week       
Th e Craig County softball team opens 

this week with high hopes. Th e Rockets 
were scheduled to play at Christiansburg 
Tuesday, then travel to Altavista on Fri-
day.

Th e Rockets have a strong group re-
turning from last year’s team. Th ey only 
lost one senior from a team that beat 
Narrows in the district tournament and 
advanced to the semifi nals. Craig has a 
quality pitcher in junior Sara Jones, who 
struck out 93 while only walking eight 
last season.

Th is year’s seniors included Kylee 
Clifton, Jennifer Fitzpatrick, Gabri-
ella Hypes, Kaitlyn Radford and Chas-

ity Wolfe. Juniors are Jones, Annabelle 
Gregory and Hannah Ratliff . Sopho-
mores are Emily Fowler, Lily Hutchison, 
Karly Potter and Randalyn Taylor and 
Britney Brookman and Madison Under-
wood are freshmen who made the var-
sity.

“We had a lot of eighth and ninth 
graders come out and are back to hav-
ing both a jayvee and varsity team,” said 
coach Elaina WolfeCarper. “We’ve got 
most of last year’s varsity team returning 
and have added quite a few strong play-
ers as well. I’m looking forward to this 
season and seeing the girls continue to 
grow.” 

Rocket soccer team has new coach, looks to defend district championship

 NCR FILE PHOTO
Mason Huffman was first team All-Pioneer District goalkeeper last spring.

 NCR FILE PHOTO
Sara Jones struck out 93 batters in last year’s pandemic abbreviated season.


	NCR 3.16_p1color
	NCR 3.16_p2
	NCR 3.16_p3
	NCR 3.16_p4
	NCR 3.16_p5
	NCR 3.16_p6
	NCR 3.16_p7
	NCR 3.16_p8color

