
we raised $910.26 worth of pennies!” 
he said happily. “Th e kids love it, and 
some actually save their pennies all 
year to bring them.”

Th is year, the boys won.
“As a pastor I love it! Th e kids get 

excited about helping and also this 
gets the Gospel out,” Looney shared. 
“Th e wells that will be providing wa-
ter at the churches will also provide 
water for the peoples in the village 
which in turn opens the door for the 
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VBS kids collect pennies for 
missionary work in Africa

CCHS earns National Beta 
School of Distinction recognition

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Lighthouse Baptist Church annually supports a ministry through 
their “penny wars” during VBS. This year they raised $910.26 to send to 
Uganda to dig new wells.

Who says small schools can’t 
perform like larger ones? I for one am 
one who believes you can do anything 
you set your mind and will to do. 

Thankfully, we have many teachers, 
staff and administration at Craig 
County Public Schools who believe 
this as well.

Last year, the teacher who had been 
the sponsor for the BETA Club for 
several years moved to another school. 
This left our Beta Club without a 
sponsor. 

Principal Susan Stimeling shared 
that she was able to encourage Alivia 
Garman to be the new sponsor this 
year. 

“She put in all of her effort and 
heart into this, being a former Beta 
Club member herself and now has 
made our school a National Beta 
School of Distinction,” Stimeling said. 

Stimeling read the letter from the 
National Beta Club: “Congratulations 
to the National Beta Sponsor and Beta 
students in your school for achieving 
National Beta School of Distinction 
status. This National Award speaks 
highly of your commitment to 
academic excellence and dedication to 
prepare your students for their future. 
National Beta is the nation’s largest 
independent non-profit educational 
youth organization. We are committed 
to recognizing and promoting high 
academic achievement, rewarding, 

Great Race winners - 
Stahl and Hull Take 
home “Big Birds” 

Racing has diff erent 
meanings to many. 

For Trevor Stahl and Josh 
Hull, it’s a cross country race 
in a 1932 Ford Speedster 
against 167 other beautiful 
older vehicles. 

Since 2015, Stahl and 
Hull have been running Th e 
Hemmings Motor News 
Great Race in their ‘Stars 
and Stripes’ car.

Stahl actually got hooked 
on the race in 2014, when 

he joined his parents who 
were racing in it. He hooked 
up with them from Maine 
to Florida, and in just seven 
years is now making history. 

Craig residents follow 
their race, as Hull used to 
be a part-time paramedic 
in Craig County. Many of 
the EMS providers still en-
joy following Hull and the 
American car on their an-
nual excursions throughout 
the week-long race. 

Jim Cady, a long time 
EMS member in Craig 
shared, “Josh has been a fi rst 

VFW shows 
honor on 
Independence Day

Our Craig Valley VFW 
Post 4491 led the parade, 
stopping in front of the 
courthouse, to retire the tat-
tered fl ag that was fl ying and 
replace it with a new one. 

At fi rst, people were un-
sure of what was happen-
ing, then it became obvious 
as veterans surrounded Old 
Glory and military attention 
was given. 

As the fl ag was raised, 
honorary salutes were given 
and then a prayer was spo-
ken, written by Ken Looney, 
Chaplain of Craig Valley 
VFW Post 4491. 

“Heavenly Father, as we 
gather here today, on this 
Independence Day, to pay 
Honor and Tribute on the 
retirement of this ‘OLD 
FLAG,’ may we who cherish 
our Freedom, and our sacred 
Liberties, to never forget the 
high price, self-sacrifi ce, and 

and nurturing worthy character, 
improving student leadership skills 
and encouraging students service 
to others. The students in your 
school understand the importance 
of these qualities and exemplify the 
Beta motto, ‘Let us lead by serving 
others.’ Thank you for all you do as 
an administrator in supporting the 
success of your staff and students. A 
National Beta Club in your school 
provides an experience that allows 

students to achieve lifelong goals. We 
appreciate your continued focus on 
fostering activities that ensure that all 
students can achieve success.”

Stimeling presented the new 
banner to Garman, sharing, “I take 
no credit for this award.”

Superintendent Jeanette Warwick 
added, “We very much appreciate 
your dedication and sponsorship, 
being your first year of teaching. 
Congratulations.”

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING 
Principal Susan Stimeling presents first-year teacher Alivia Garman with 
the newly earned National Beta School of Distinction status, which she 
pursued with her students this past year and achieved. An impressive 
feat for a first-year teacher to take her students to such high levels. 
Congrats!

See Independence Day, page 2

See Collecting Pennies, page 4

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Craig Valley VFW Post 4491 halted the July 4 
parade on Main Street, displaying their true patriotic 
way by replacing the tattered United States of America 
flag at the courthouse with a new one. A hush fell over 
everyone as the old flag was lowered and the new flag 
raised. A prayer was written and read by Chaplain Ken 
Looney.

Th e Bible states, “Bring a child up in 
the way they should go, and when they 
are older, they will not depart from it.” 

Lighthouse Baptist Church seems 
to bring that scripture to life, as dur-
ing their Vacation Bible School for the 
kids, they host an annual “penny war” 
to raise funds for missionaries. 

“We have done these penny wars 
for years,” Pastor Lee Looney shared. “I 
pick a missionary every year to send the 
money to for a special off ering.”

Th is year the monies went to James 
Ruckman in Uganda, Africa to drill a 
well for water in two villages. 

“Th ey haven’t had water there for 
almost a year,” Looney said. “Th is is a 
missionary that we support monthly, 
and he is a dear friend to me. He is also 
a Church Planter and before he went 
back to Africa, he and his wife planted 
a church in South Dakota.”

Looney noted that he had the privi-
lege to go out and help with that proj-
ect.  

Fun is added to the rules as the boys 
and girls try to outdo each other each 
night of VBS. 

To add to the fun, Looney said, 
“We also pick a couple of women and 
men that are willing to get a pie in the 
face and at the end of the week if the 
boys won more the man gets the pie 
in the face if the girls win the women 
does.”

He also said that the adults get pretty 
competitive with bringing their pennies 
as well. 

“We do it by weight and this year 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Their “Stars and Stripes” 1932 Ford Speedster 
traveled the easy roads and the really bad bumpy 
roads across several states in their push for the win.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Great Race, page 4
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Second annual Car Show Fund-
raiser hosted by the Upper Craigs 
Creek Volunteer Fire Dept - Held 
at Fairgrounds, July 17, 3-8 p.m. 
Trucks, tractors, bikes and cars wel-
come. $10 entry fee. First, second 

and third place awarded. SIgn up 
early or just show up. (540) 588-
7158 for more info. Hot dogs, chips 
and drinks will be available. Stop by 
and support your Fire Dept volun-
teers!

UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING 
The Upper Craig Creek Volunteer Fire Department has truly exploded in their youth 
squad. Even the littlest of ones are wanting to join, as this little fella, a little over 
three feet tall, grabbed a uniform at the recent Mud Run, showing others his outfit 
and genuine “wanting-ness” to join. Their Second Annual Fundraiser Car/truck/
tractor/bike Show this Saturday, July 16 at Fairgrounds, 3-8 p.m. 

Virginia Bear Hunters 
Association awards 
scholarship to CCHS grad

Submitted by the Virginia Bear Hunters 
Association

Mason Carter Huff man, a 2022 grad-
uate of Craig County High School, was 
awarded a $1,000 college scholarship by 
the Virginia Bear Hunters Association 
(VBHA). Mason is the son of Tim and 
Angie Huff man of Newport and mem-
bers of the VBHA. Mason plans to attend 
Virginia Western Community College 

and pursue a career in Physical Th erapy.
Th e Virginia Bear Hunters Associa-

tion is a statewide organization dedicated 
to the preservation of hunting bear with 
dogs and to sound wildlife management 
principles. Th e Association’s annual 
scholarship is open to members and their 
families and is awarded based on academ-
ic achievement, planned course of study, 
community and association participa-
tion, honors and awards, and an essay.

PBS Appalachia to 
begin broadcasting for 
Southwest Virginia

Submitted by Blue Ridge PBS

Blue Ridge PBS is creating a fi rst-
of-its-kind, all-digital television station 
dedicated to serving Southwest Virginia. 
PBS Appalachia|Va will serve 13 coun-
ties in one of the only areas of the coun-
try not currently served by a PBS station. 
We will tell the stories of our communi-
ties, celebrate our heritage, highlight our 
people, and look forward to our region’s 
growth; all through the lens of industry-
leading equipment and the eye of award 
winning producers. 

Over the next year, PBS Appalachia|Va 
will create a state-of-the-art studio, 
headquartered in the Southwest Virginia 
Cultural Heritage Center in Abingdon, 
VA. Th is partnership will allow the two 
non-profi t organizations to not only 
showcase the region through video but 
draw more visitors to the area to tour the 
station and see television production as 
it happens.

“Blue Ridge PBS covers a stagger-
ing 42% of the geographic Common-
wealth, including rural Appalachia, an 
often-overlooked region. Due to limited 
resources, those areas have been under-
served,” says William Anderson, presi-
dent and CEO, Blue Ridge PBS. “We 
know we must be where other media 
outlets are not and provide the content 
that they won’t or can’t.” 

PBS Appalachia|Va has key personnel 

in place. Julie Newman is vice president 
and general manager of the new station. 
She has earned four Regional Emmy 
Awards and has 23 years of broadcast and 
public television experience; most re-
cently as news anchor for News 5 WCYB 
in Bristol, VA. Jacob Dellinger is execu-
tive producer of PBS Appalachia|Va. He 
is a three-time Regional Emmy winning 
cinematographer, director and producer 
covering Southwest Virginia. 

“PBS Appalachia is the answer to 
a critical need! Producers at this new 
digital station will create educational 
and community content that is relevant 
and vital to our region, giving a posi-
tive voice to this underserved region like 
never before,” says M. E. Marty Hall, Jr., 
chairman of the Governing Board of Di-
rectors, Blue Ridge PBS. 

PBS Appalachia|Va is expected to 
launch June 10, 2023. Th e digital station 
will deliver the full PBS schedule and lo-
cal stories that matter on any smart TV 
connected to WiFi or Broadband and 
will also be off ered to local cable stations. 
It will also be on streaming services such 
as YouTube TV, Roku, DirectTVstream, 
Amazon Fire, and Apple TV, as well as 
on a new mobile app available in con-
junction with PBS. 

For information on the PBS 
Appalachia|Va, contact Julie Newman, 
Vice President and General Manager  
jnewman@blueridgepbs.org. 

The Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Center in Abingdon, where PBS Appalachia 
will be headquartered.

PBS Appalachia Vice President and 
General Manager Julie Newman

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
PBS Appalachia Executive Producer 
Jacob Dellinger

shed blood, paid to ensure us 
these Freedoms, because we 
know all too well that ‘Free-
dom is Not Free.’

“Th ough this ‘FLAG’ is 
tattered, frayed and battle 
weary, it still demands our 
highest Honor and Respect, 
as it brings back our remem-
brance of all our Nation and 
what this fl ag stands for, and 
also for the Blessings of our 
God to live in the Greatest 
Nation Ever created. 

“So, this ‘OLD FLAG’ 
has well-earned its time of 

rest, as we lower it in time-
honored respect, and raise 
up a NEW FLAG to stand 
in its place.

“May we, a people 
PROUD and FREE, pay 
our highest respect to our 
‘OLD GLORY,’ and may 
our God continue to Love 
and Bless our Nation, THE 
United States OF AMER-
ICA. May GOD BLESS 
AMERICA, in whose Na-
tion we stand, forevermore! 
Amen.”

A quiet respect fi lled the 

air, until the veterans gave 
their fi nal salute and walked 
back to their truck. 

A respectful applause fol-
lowed, as many who attend 
these events understand that 
many of our veterans share 
much more of a relationship 
with “Old Glory” than can 
ever be written on paper or 
spoken in words. 

A special “thank you” 
to our veterans and active 
military of Craig County, for 
your service and continued 
care for our community. 

Independence Day from page 1

responder in Botetourt County for over 20 
years. He is a great young man. He chose 
to be a Roanoke City fi refi ghter/paramedic 
for a career. When our Volunteer Rescue 
Squad was having diffi  culty covering our 
calls and the County had to hire some part 
time paramedics, I asked Josh if he would 
pull some duty days and he gladly did and 
worked for us for several years.”

Cady also said that Hull was a great help-
er as their on-duty EMS personnel worked 
to convert the old high school agriculture 
building into a rescue squad building. 

“During that time I think he began 
competing in Th e Great Race and we have 
enjoyed following his success!” Cady added. 
“Each year he got closer, and I kept telling 
him he will get it and we will be cheering 
him on!”

“I wanted to be a fi refi ghter since I was a 
kid,” Hull shared. He started volunteering 
at age 17, went to college and was hired on 
to Roanoke City in 2007. 

Hull got hooked on Th e Great Race the 
moment he found out about it. Now, he 
and his best friend and navigator Stahl are 
celebrating their fi rst win. 

Stahl is still local as well and owns the 
Blacksburg & Roanoke Fit Body Boot 
Camp. 

Hull and Stahl seem to truly have the 
same passion for enjoying the many beau-
tiful states they drive through during the 
race, though they are limited as all eyes, 
ears and attention has to be focused on the 
car, their speed and the detailed time factors 
they are limited to, in order to win this race 
of over 2,300 miles.

“I don’t really look at the road because 
my eyes are locked on the speedometer,” 
Hull said. “I have to keep the speedometer 
at the exact speed to complete that leg of 
the race and my navigator is busy calculat-
ing our exact speeds as we look for markers 
to turn.”

Th is year, they started at Rocky Point 
State Park in Rhode Island; drove through 
Windsor Locks, Conn.; then Montgomery, 
N.Y.; Binghamton, N.Y.; Wellsville, N.Y.; 
Erie,Pa.; Medina, Ohio; Perrysburg, Ohio; 
South Bend, Ind.; Plainfi eld, Ill; then 
through Sun Prairie, Wis.; Chippewa Falls, 
Wis.; and through Duluth – Brainerd and 
Detroit Lakes, Minn.; and fi nally to the fi n-
ish line in Fargo, N.D.

167 participants were driving, from 

a 1916 Hudson Hill Climber to a 1974 
Plymouth Bluesmobile.

Th ey share that it is a grueling marathon 
for the drivers, navigators and the vehicles, 
and that is why Hemmings came up with 
the motto, “To Finish is to Win!”. 

Th e purse structure keeps the competi-
tion fi erce, vying for more than $150,000, 
among fi ve divisions, with $50,000 going 
to each overall Grand Champion winner 
as well as bumping them into the Grand 
Championship division. 

“Th is year, the team of Hull and Stahl 
stayed in the lead for the majority of the 
event,” Hemmings shared. “As part of the 
Stahls’ team, this car and this team has been 
improving year over year and have fi nally 
reached the pinnacle of Great Race compe-
tition.” 

Th ey added that their 1932 Speedster 
“wears our nation’s colors and it held to-
gether very well, despite the demanding 
conditions of quick stops, hard acceleration 
and challenging maneuvers.” 

“My favorite place we visited this year 
was before the race started,” Stahl said. “We 
went to Newport, RI for lunch and to see 
the Newport Car Museum which just hap-
pened to be the same day as the start of the 
Newport to Bermuda sailboat race. What 
a fun little town and spectacle of boats. If 
I had to pick a day during the race, driv-
ing on the historic road course at Watkins 
Glen, would be a highlight!”

On day one, they started off  with a 5 
second day and 2 aces as they shared, “We 
were beat out for the top score of the day 
by our good friends in a 41 Pickup Truck.” 

Stahl explained one shaky incident in 
New York: “Each morning we have a tire 
warm up and speedo calibration where we 
go 50mph for ‘x’ amount of miles. When 
we got off  the exit at the end, Josh men-
tioned he had no brakes. We pulled into the 
gas station and immediately went to work 
to see where we were leaking brake fl uid. 
Th ankfully we were able to spot the issue, 
pull a screw out of the exhaust and plug the 
hole. We bought all the brake fl uid the gas 
station had, fi lled up the reservoir and went 
on our way. At least we had breaks!”

Quickly adding with a laugh, “Our car 
did great overall, considering they try to 
fi nd the bumpiest back roads in America to 

Great Race from page 1

See Great Race, page 3
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Absence of diffi culty
 5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude
14. The act of coming 
together again
15. More cushy
18. Visionaries
19. Large, fi sh-eating 
bird
21. Indicates near
23. NY Mets legend 
Tommie
24. Icelandic books
28. Pop
29. Hammer is one
30. Sense of self-
importance
32. Thyrotrophic 
hormone
33. Can’t be found
35. Electronic data 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

processing
36. Passports and 
licenses are two
39. Snake-like fi shes
41. Air Force
42. Popular computers
44. Intermediate eco-
logical stage
46. Wings
47. Used in combination
49. Laid back
52. Jewelled headdress
56. Slow
58. Famous Falls
60. Reassertions
62. Periods of time
63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
 1. Body part
 2. Mimics
 3. Expel large quantities

 4. Sea eagle
 5. Genetically distinct 
varieties
 6. Dialect of Chinese
 7. Famous Mr. T 
character
 8. Consumed
 9. Chinese dynasty
10. Menace to yards
12. Ireland
13. Palm trees
16. Fungal disease
17. Willis and Robert 
are two
20. Affi rmative! (slang)
22. It shows who you 
are
25. The First State 
(abbr.)
26. Get older
27. Associations
29. Woman (French)

31. Sunscreen rating
34. Brew
36. Leader
37. Plants in the legume 
family
38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Junior’s father
43. Scads
45. Morning
48. Length of a line (abbr.)
50. Double curve
51. Small, thin person
53. Worn by exposure to 
the weather
54. Mars crater
55. Humanities
57. Word element meaning 
ear
58. To the __ degree
59. Residue of something 
burned
61. It cools your home

New members appointed to Roanoke College Board of Trustees

Submitted by Roanoke Col-
lege News

Four new members are join-
ing the Roanoke College Board 
of Trustees.

Harry Griffith will be the 
new Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America Represen-
tative, replacing Richard Go-
eres. Greg Terrill ‘94 and Ni-
cole (Brewer) Terrill ‘95 have 
been named as co-chairs of the 
Parent Leadership Council, 
making them ex-officio mem-
bers of the Board of Trust-
ees. Cara Kenney ‘98 is the 
new president of the Roanoke 
College Alumni Association, 
which is an ex-officio member 
of the Board. She replaces Joe 

Carpenter ‘99 in the Alumni 
Association leadership role. 
Carpenter will remain as a 
member of the Board of Trust-
ees.

Pastor Harry W. Griffith is 
the retired pastor at Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Church in Vir-
ginia Beach. Griffith is a 1974 
graduate of California Luther-
an College, where he majored 
in religion and was the first 
Black American senior class 
president. Griffith also served 
with the U.S. Marines Corps 
and the U.S. Navy and has re-
ceived many military commen-
dations. His daughter, Karen 
Griffith, is a Roanoke College 
graduate from 2019 and is 
now a coordinator of manage-

ment services for the homeless 
at The Planning Council of 
Hampton Roads.

The Terrills are the new co-
chairs of the Parent Leadership 
Council. Greg Terrill majored 
in English at Roanoke College 
and received an M.B.A. from 
Seton Hall University. He 
worked as a research analyst at 
CIBC Oppenheimer and is the 
president of Chervan, Inc. and 
of TXTUR, furniture manu-
facturing companies based in 
Roanoke, Virginia. The Ter-
rill’s’ daughter, Nora Terrill 
‘24, is an environmental stud-
ies major at Roanoke College.

Nicole Terrill holds a B.A. 
in English and sociology from 
Roanoke and a Master of Pub-

lic Health (MPH) from Co-
lombia University. She has a 
well-known working back-
ground in healthcare admin-
istration, project management 
and education, and is a com-
munity volunteer.

Cara Kenney is a 1998 grad-
uate with a major in education. 
While working with Arling-
ton Public Schools, Kenney 
earned her Masters of Educa-
tion (M.Ed.) from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Kenny has 
been a teacher since 1999. She 
received a gifted education en-
dorsement, a National Board 
Certification, was an adjunct 
professor at the UVA Higher 
Education Center, was on the 
Literacy committee chair, and 

led professional development 
at Oakland Elementary School. 
From 2013 to today, Kenney 
was a part of the Valley Youth 
Hockey Association Board and 
was a volunteer coach for the 
Learn to Play Hockey organi-
zation. She has also served as 
a Roanoke College Friendship 
Family Host. Most recently, 
she has served as the Roanoke 
College Alumni Association 
Executive Council Secretary 
and Communications Direc-
tor. Kenney and her husband, 
Patrick Kenney ’99, have three 
sons. Patrick Kenney was a po-
litical science major and a U.S. 
history minor receiving his 
Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of Vermont.

SUBMITTED PHOTOSCara Kenney Greg Terrill Harry Griffith Nicole Terrill

~Harry Griffi  th, Greg Terrill ‘94, Nicole (Brewer) Terrill ‘95, and Cara Kenney ‘98 
have been appointed as new members of the Roanoke College Board of Trustees.~

see how well they hold up!” 
Th ey also had rain around 

lunchtime during the Satur-
day championship leg. 

Stahl shared, “But un-
like previous years, we are 
now prepared for when it 
rains. As long as it is not a 
torrential downpour, we can 
handle the rain.”

He added, “Since the 
fi rst Stage (day), we held a 
slim lead in expert and after 
day two, we were in the lead 
overall for the entire race un-
til the last day. We lost the 
lead to our friends in a 1916 
Hudson by three one hun-
dredths of a second.”

Still, the end was their 
victory as they won the 
Great Race this year, taking 
home the big birds! Stars 
and Stripes won with a score 
of 46.98 seconds.

“Th e Big Bird is what us 
racers call the grand champi-
on trophy,” they shared. “It 
is a big eagle and before the 
race, we competitors like to 
say we are going bird hunt-
ing.”

Total awards were 
$40,000 for winning the 
event, $10,000 for winning 
the expert divisions and 
$750 for winning the day 
and/or being top in their 

division during a Stage. 
Also, next year they will 

be placed in the Grand 
Championship Division as 
Stahl explained, “We will 
have one less leg to use as a 
throw out so we will have to 
be on our game even more 
so. Th ese teams are getting 
more and more competi-
tive each year between the 
Grand Champion and Ex-
pert Divisions, so no room 
for error!” 

Stahl and Hull extended 
their heartfelt thanks to all 
those who followed along 
with them on social media 
and supported the team. 

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING
Over 160 other older model vehicles joined The Great Race, including “The Hornet,” 
a throwback from the history of yesteryear and also from the movie “Cars”. 

Trevor Stahl and Josh Hull took 1st place in their class in the annual Great Race. 
Family and friends were elated as their seven years of driving paid off this year, 
taking the big win and the ‘birds’ home!

Great Race from page 2

“We wish to especially 
thank my parents and Th e 
Stahl’s Automotive Foun-
dation (www.stahlsauto.
com). We would not be 
able to compete without 
their support,” they added. 

Th eir “Stars and Stripes” 
car is decorated with our 
nation’s colors on the car. 
“It is to remind us how 
blessed and grateful we are 
to live in the best Country 
in the World,” Stahl and 

Hull said. 
You can learn more about 

the Great Race at www.
greatrace.com and follow 
them next year as they trav-
el from St Augustine, Fl. to 
Colorado Springs, Co. 
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Animals in the Sky by 
Sara Gillingham

This simple, daz-
zling board book will 
help young readers learn 
to identify six of the 
most recognizable ani-
mal constellations from 
The Great Bear to The 
Southern Fish. Ages 2–4

The Little Mermaid 
by Jerry Pinkney

A vivid reimagining of 
the Hans Christian An-
dersen classic fairy tale 
from a celebrated au-
thor/illustrator. In this 
version, the mermaid 
befriends a human girl 
instead of falling for a 
prince. Ages 4–7

Sugar in Milk by 
Thrity Umrigar

“When I first came 
to this country, I felt 
so alone.” A young im-
migrant girl struggles to 
adjust to her new coun-
try in this story about 
the power of diversity, 
acceptance, and resil-
ience. Ages 4–8

I Talk Like a River by 
Jordan Scott

“I wake up each morn-
ing with the sounds of 
words all around me. 
And I can’t say them 
all...” A boy who stutters 
learns to find his voice 
in this immersive picture 

book. Ages 4–8
Black is a Rainbow 

Color by Angela Joy
“My color is black . 

. . And there’s no black 
in rainbows.” A child 
reflects on the meaning 
of being Black in this 
moving and powerful 
anthem about a people, 
a culture, a history, and 
a legacy. Ages 4–8

¡Vamos! Let’s Go Eat 
by Raúl the Third

Peppered with Spanish 
vocabulary, this glorious 
celebration of food, like 
quesadillas with red pep-
pers and Mexican-Kore-
an tacos, will leave read-
ers hungry. Ages 4–8

All Because You Mat-
ter by Tami Charles

A lyrical, heartfelt 
love letter to black and 
brown children every-
where: reminding them 
that they have always 
mattered and assuring 
them that they always 
will. Ages 4–8

The Arabic Quilt by 
Aya Khalil 

Kanzi’s family has 
moved from Egypt to 
America, and on her 
first day in a new school, 
what she wants more 
than anything is to fit 
in. But after her mom 
shows up at school, she’s 
not sure if she ever will. 
Ages 6–8

Exquisite: The Poetry 
and Life of Gwendolyn 
Brooks by Suzanne Slade 

A picture-book biog-
raphy of the first Black 

person to win the Pulit-
zer Prize. Poet Gwendo-
lyn Brooks wrote about 
“real life” subjects, like 
love, loneliness, family, 
and poverty. Ages 6–9

Honeybee: The Busy 
Life of Apis Mellifera by 
Candace Fleming 

Get up close and per-
sonal with a honeybee, 
as she embarks on her 
journey through life, 
complete with exquisite-
ly detailed illustrations. 
Ages 6–9

Chapter Books:
Loretta Little Looks 

Back by Andrea Davis 
Pinkney 

Through an evocative 
mix of fictional first-
person narratives, spo-
ken-word poems, folk 
myths, gospel rhythms, 
and blues influences, 
this novel illuminates 
the history of sharecrop-
pers in the rural South. 
Ages 8–12

A Whale of the Wild 
by Rosanne Parry

A young orca whale 
leads her brother on a 
tumultuous journey to 
be reunited with their 
pod. This gorgeously il-
lustrated animal adven-
ture novel explores fami-
ly bonds, survival, global 
warming, and a chang-
ing seascape. Ages 8–12

Class Act by Jerry 
Craft

This moving and fun-
ny graphic novel tells 
the story of Drew, an 

eighth-grade boy from 
the Bronx who faces the 
distinct challenges of be-
ing one of the few kids 
of color in a prestigious 
private school. Ages 
8–12

Mañanaland by Pam 
Muñoz Ryan

Eleven-year-old Max 
longs to know more 
about his mother who 
disappeared when he was 
a baby. So he sets out 
on a perilous quest for 
answers. This powerful 
fantasy rings with reso-
nant truths about com-
passion and our shared 
humanity. Ages 8–12

Prairie Lotus by Linda 
Sue Park

A powerful, touching, 
multilayered book about 
a young half-Korean girl 
living in a small town 
in America’s heartland, 
in 1880. Determined 
to fit in and realize her 
dreams, Hanna’s wry, 
observant voice reso-
nates with readers. Ages 
10–13

We Dream of Space 
by Erin Entrada Kelly

Cash, Fitch, and 
Bird Thomas are three 
siblings living in Park, 
Delaware in 1986. As 
the three wait expec-
tantly for the launch of 
the Space Shuttle Chal-
lenger, they exist in their 
own orbits, circling a 
tense and unpredictable 
household. Ages 8–12

When Stars Are Scat-
tered by Omar Mo-

COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTORY

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

HOME~AUTO~BUSINESS~FARM~LIFE~HEALTH

WWW.GUTHRIEINSURANCEVA.COM
GUTHRIEINSURANCE@YAHOO.COM
LICENSED IN VA, WV, TN & NC 

ANGIE GUTHRIE-PONTON
OWNER/AGENT
ANGIE@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

LEANN CROY
OFFICE MANAGER/CSR

LEANN@GUTHRIEINSURANCE.NET

GUTHRIE INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

Need a quote or policy information?
TEXT to our NEW NUMBER
(540-468-2970 (text only)

207 Main Street, New Castle • (540) 864-6688

Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home

SIGN IN AT THE GUEST BOOK 
AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

CRAWFORD OIL CO., INC.
• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

254 Salem Ave. New Castle, VA 24127
Coverage provided by Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company® and affiliates · Life 
insurance products provided by Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS254David Brown, Agent

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Good Reads for Children: Picture Books

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

The New Castle Record (USPS 378-080) is published weekly for $45 a year 
in Craig County, $49 elsewhere in Virginia, and $53 out of state by Virginia 
Media Inc., 1633 W Main St., Salem, VA 24153. Periodical postage paid at 
New Castle, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE NEW CAS-
TLE RECORD 1633 W. Main St., Salem, Va. 24153

The New Castle Record encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the community and responses to our 
articles and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone 
number where you can be reached to be considered for publica-
tion. All letters will be verified before publication. The Record re-
serves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style. News of public interest is solicited from 
all sections of the county.

Give us your view: alexander.shedd@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: 540-389-9355

Michael Showell, Publisher 

Alexander Shedd, Editor  alexander.shedd@ourvalley.org 
Brian Hoffman, Sports Editor bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Debbie Nixon, Graphic Designer dnixon@ourvalley.com
Toni Smith, Graphic Designer toni.smith@ourvalley.com
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USPS 378-080

(540) 389-9355
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Salem, VA 24153

www.ourvalley.org

hamed and Victoria Ja-
mieson

Heartbreak and hope 
exist together in this 
graphic novel about 
finding home in the 
most difficult of set-
tings. Omar and his 
younger brother, Has-
san, have spent most of 
their lives in Dadaab, a 
refugee camp in Kenya. 
Ages 9–12

King and the Dragon-
flies by Kacen Callender

In a small but tur-
bulent Louisiana town, 
twelve-year-old King 
struggles with the grief 
of his older brother’s 
death. He wishes he 
could talk with his best 
friend, Sandy, about it, 
but a rumor that Sandy 
is gay has come between 
them. Ages 8–12

This is Your Time by 
Ruby Bridges

Inspired by the recent 
wave of activism for ra-
cial justice, civil rights 
icon Ruby Bridges—
who, at the age of six, 
was the first black child 
to integrate an all-white 
elementary school in 
New Orleans—shares 
her story. Ages 10 and 
up

From the Desk of Zoe 
Washington by Janae 
Marks

What does a girl say 
to the father she’s never 
met, hadn’t heard from 
until his letter arrives 
on her twelfth birthday? 
He’s in prison for a ter-
rible crime—a crime 
he says he never com-
mitted. Zoe decides to 
launch her own investi-
gation. Ages 8–12.

A good read takes you 
on adventure so pick up 
a book and dive in!

Pastor and others at the Church to 
share the gospel.”

“We never know the impact that 
we can have!” he added. “I believe 

when we get to Heaven we will see just 
how much.”

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The boys won this year during Lighthouse Baptist “penny wars,” therefore the ladies got the pie in the face. 
However, one lady got two...what fun!

Collect Pennies from page 1
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Mornings: 9 A.M. Contemporary Service and 11:00 A.M. Traditional 
Service with Sunday School at 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study 
at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin 
Duncan by 8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the New Castle Record on Facebook.

Two easy fl owers from seed
By Erica Jones, Newport Resident

Starting fl owers from seed might seem 
like a diffi  cult thing to do, but there are 
some that are pretty easy. Th ey fi ll in that 
awkward season between the spring bulbs 
and shrubs, and annuals like zinnia, mari-
gold, petunia, etc. Th e catch is, it is easier 
to start in the fall for these.

Poppies got a bad name from the opi-
um poppy (Papaver sonniferum) which 
is technically illegal to grow, but only if 
you are growing them to make opium. 
Beside that species there are two other 
species that also grow as annuals but do 
quite well in our area and are planted 
by seed, outside, in the fall. Th ese three 
species produce fl owers about 24 inches 
tall which come in bright shades of pink, 
white, burgundy and purple. 

Since you are “direct sowing,” i.e. put-
ting the seeds on the ground, you need to 
start with a weed-free area that has been 
well watered and gets full (all day or at 
least 8 hours of ) sun. You do not need 
to till the area, but the ground should 
be fairly loose. If the soil does not have 
any texture – tiny lumps – the seeds will 
just wash off  when it rains. Dragging a 
garden rake over the weeded area should 
be suffi  cient soil preparation. When you 
rake, do the fi nal rake across the slope of 

the ground so the seeds will accumulate 
in the furrows. Starting with very damp 
soil will keep you from washing the seeds 
away with the hose. 

In theory you can plant the seeds in 
very early spring, but I like the fall ap-
proach. Some form of marking the area 
(sticks, rocks or boards) can help delin-
eate the area. 

After they bloom you can either let the 
interesting seed pods mature (the seeds 
are black when ripe) or simply pull up the 
plants. Th ey will not re-bloom. If you  let 
the pods mature and scatter the seeds you 
should get another crop, although they 
may not be the same colors, and may re-
vert to a single form. Papaver sonniferum 
are good for cooking.   

Another very easy to grow from seed 
fl ower is forget-me-not, or Myosotis syl-
vatica ( my-oh-SOH-tiss sil-VAT-ih-kah). 
Th ese are true biennials in that they need 
to be planted at least by early summer for 
blooms the following year. Again, they are 
easiest to plant in a place out in the gar-
den where you hope they will bloom the 
following year. Th ey bloom mid-spring, 
combining well with spring bulbs.

Some gardeners will fi nd that they re-
seed too enthusiastically while the let-live 
gardeners like their ability to show up in 
sunny nooks and crannies.  

These (double) poppies were blooming in June at the Maywood Garden Triangle.      PHOTOS BY ERICA JONES

The biennial forget-me-not.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

The best place to find it, 
sell it, buy it, & announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 

and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job list-
ings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reach-
ing potential candidates. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-

ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPER-

LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-
4974

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this summer.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Yard Sales - Vinton

Huge indoor yard 
sale 

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Quality Inn Radford 

Help Wanted  

For Sale

1986 Monte Carlo     
Super Sport 
 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Home 
Improvements

Double C 
Contracting & 

Excavation 

Wanted to Buy

Wanted to Buy 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Order of 
Publication 

Case No. 22-7 

James Daniel Hull 
Amy Diane Hammond, 
Stephen Holloway 
Hammond v. James 
Brandon Hull 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Order of 
Publication 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Notification is 
given  

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Craig County High 
School welcomed a 
new athletic director 
this week as Stephanie 
Blevins takes over the 
reins of the Rocket pro-
gram. Stephanie’s first 
day at Craig County 
High was Monday of 
this week.

Blevins will replace 
former acting athletic 
director Carrie Hutton, 
who did a terrific job 
filling in as athletic co-
ordinator before being 
named athletic director. 
Carrie will remain with 
the school and continue 
her role as a secretary.

Blevins comes from 
Floyd County with 24 
years of teaching expe-
rience. She was a cheer 
coach for five years and 
serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Floyd 
County Boosters Club. 
A native of Front Royal, 
VA, she’s seen all sides of 
a sports program. 

“In high school, I was 
the wrestling manager 
and soccer manager,” 
she said. “I also filled in 
as our mascot, Willy 

the Wildcat, at different 
sporting events. I didn’t 
really become involved 
in sports until I started 
teaching and had my 
own children.”

Stephanie is a 1992 
graduate of Warren 
County High School 
and a 1997 Radford 
University grad with a 
BA in Interdisciplinary 
Studies and a minor in 
English and Psychology.  
She has a husband of 19 
years and they have three 
daughters who have 
played sports since they 
were five years years old, 
twin girls who will be 
going into their junior 
year at Floyd County 
High and a third daugh-
ter who will be a sopho-
more for the Buffaloes.

“They have partici-
pated in softball, vol-
leyball, track and basket-
ball,” said Blevins. “One 
twin has cheered for the 
past four years, and the 
other had played basket-
ball until this year and 
has now fallen in love 
with running.  This year 
she will be on the cross 

country team, indoor 
track team and outdoor 
track team.  

“My youngest cur-
rently plays basketball 
on a travel team and 
will continue on the 
varsity basketball team 
for Floyd County.  She 
will also throw discus 
and shot for the outdoor 
track team. They keep us 
pretty busy.”

Stephanie is excited 
about joining the Craig 
County family and has 
been studying up on the 
area.

“When I was first 
hired, I asked for a year-
book,” she said. “It is 
important to me to learn 
about the culture of the 
school.  I know that it 
is a close community of 
students and staff.  Many 
students are involved 
in different activities in 
the school and the com-
munity.  I am excited 
to learn more about the 
school and about becom-
ing a Rocket.”

Blevins feels she has 
a lot to offer the school 
and being a part of the 

NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR AT 
CRAIG COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

SUBMITTED PHOTO
New Craig County Athletic Director Stephanie Blevins, left, with daughter Sabrie 
at the Run for the Roses travel basketball tournament in Louisville, KY.

Th e Roanoke Valley Sports 
Club will meet on Th ursday 
next week instead of their usual 
Monday night meeting, and fi ve 
local high school football coach-
es will be featured. Salem High’s 

Don Holter, Glenvar’s Kevin 
Cliff ord, Hidden Valley’s Scott 
Weaver, William Fleming’s La-
mar Lovelace and Alan Fiddler 
of Patrick Henry will each make 
brief presentations and fi eld 

questions at the dinner meeting 
at the Salem Civic Center.

Social time begins at 5:45 pm 
with dinner at 6:15 pm and the 
program is scheduled to begin at 
7 pm. Cost is $22.50 for mem-

bers and $28 for non-members.
Reservations are required, 

and due to meal guarantees all 
reservations must be made on-
line or received by mail prior to 
4 pm on Monday, July 18. No 

walk-ups or pay-at-the-door will 
be accepted.

To sign up online go to the 
Roanoke Valley Sports Club 
website at https://roanokeval-
leysportsclub.com/.

ROANOKE VALLEY SPORTS CLUB WILL FEATURE HIGH SCHOOL COACHES

sports program is right 
down her alley.  

“What led me to ap-
ply was the opportunity 
to step into a new lead-
ership role,” she said. “I 
initially was interested 
in the assistant princi-
pal role. However, get-
ting to step into the role 
of AD is exciting.  High 
school athletics have 

been a major part of my 
life over the past few 
years.  I did not miss 
a basketball, football, 
cross county or track 
meet last school year.  

“I am excited about 
learning more, partici-
pating in and planning 
the different events for 
Craig County. I see 
the chance to encour-

age more students to 
be involved and to take 
part in the different op-
portunities provided for 
them. I believe that be-
ing part of a team is so 
much more than win-
ning or losing. It teach-
es teamwork and time 
management and builds 
confidence.” 

It seems like sooner or later 
we’re going to have just one le-
gitimate conference of 40 or 50 
schools in the NCAA, and then 
we’ll basically have no confer-
ences at all.

When the “Big 10” added the 
University of Southern Califor-
nia and UCLA to their confer-
ence a couple weeks ago it will 
give them 16 schools when the 
two California teams offi  cially 
start play in 2024. Obviously 
that’s more than 10, and has 
been, so what problem would it 
be to change the name? Maybe 
of the 16 schools only 10 are 
considered “BIG.” Is Rutgers a 
big school?

Th e Southeastern 
Conference(SEC) currently 
has 14 schools and word has it 
they’d like to add a few more to 
keep up. Raiding our local At-
lantic Coast Conference seems 
like a possibility, although “lo-
cal” is a stretch since schools like 
Pittsburgh and Boston College 
joined. Do you remember when 
all the teams were somewhat 
in proximity to the “Atlantic 
Coast?”

Virginia Tech fans have to 
be sweatin’ this one out. When 
the Hokies joined the ACC 
Tech was assured a great sched-
ule of football and basketball 
games every year, but what if 
the “Big 10ish” and SEC start 
enticing the likes of Clemson, 
North Carolina, Florida State 
and others. Th e Hokies could 
be left with a football schedule 
of Akrons and Old Dominions 
instead of Notre Dames and 
Clemsons. Unless, of course, the 
Hokies can hitch their wagon to 
one of the two ever increasing 
mule trains that threaten to ruin 
college sports as we know it.

Of course, Stevie Wonder 
can see this is all about football. 
My question is, will USC and 
UCLA be playing the other Big 
10 schools in ALL the sports? 
No other sport makes as much 
money for the school as football. 
Basketball is next, but sports like 
cross country and fi eld hockey 
most likely don’t bring in any-
thing at all. And, with Title 9 
that could be a problem.

With that in mind I googled 
Penn State’s fi eld hockey sched-
ule. Th e Nittany Lionesses 
have non-conference trips to 

Virginia, William & Mary, La-
fayette and Princeton, with the 
longest trip being about a fi ve or 
six hour bus ride to Williams-
burg. However, they have eight 
games against Big 10 oppo-
nents, including games at Iowa 
and Michigan State and home 
games against Northwestern 
and Michigan. Th ose are pretty 
long trips for teams that don’t 
bring in any money.

Enter two teams from Cali-
fornia. According to my “Google 
Maps” the distance from State 
College, PA to Los Angeles is 
2,570 miles. Th at’s a 38 hour 
drive by car with no traffi  c, 
and add some hours by bus. Of 
course you wouldn’t be taking a 
bus, so if Penn State plays USC 
or UCLA in one of several non-
revenue sports it would entail a 
plane fl ight and hotel expenses. 

I imagine the Big 10 could 
split the conference into two 
eight team divisions, but are you 
really in the same “conference” 
if you never play teams in the 
other division? And you have to 
be very careful with the Title 9 
stuff . Why would the Penn State 
football team fl y to games in LA 
and the women’s volleyball team 
would not get to make those 
trips?

I really don’t like the way 
these two conferences are suck-
ing the others dry. Soon all the 
teams capable of winning the 
football championship will be 
stacked in just two conferences, 
if it’s not like that already.

Maybe it’s the conservative 
side of me, but I liked things 
the way they were with a bunch 
of conferences, geographically 
compatible with traditional ri-
vals and a sense of stability. Th at 
scenario may soon be gone for-
ever.

GRINER’S IN A TOUGH 
SPOT

I feel bad for Brittney Gri-
ner and would love to see her 
back home, but I wonder what 
she was thinking when she took 
cannabis oil to Russia?  Did she 
ever see the movie “Midnight 
Express?”

Midnight Express is a 1970 
movie about the true experi-
ence of Billy Hayes, who wrote 
a book about his arrest and in-

carceration after being caught 
with hashish in Turkey. Just 
watching the movie made my 
heart beat fast as the Turkish 
police searched his bags. Hayes 
was sent to a hellish prison for 
a long sentence, but eventu-
ally escaped. After watching that 
movie I vowed to never smuggle 
hash into Turkey. Maybe IN a 
turkey, but only in this country 
and with a medical waiver. 

I know kids make mistakes, 
but Brittney Griner is 31 years 
old and should have known bet-
ter. You don’t take that kind of 
chance in foreign countries, es-
pecially a place like Russia. Does 
she watch the news? 

Also, why was she going there 
in the fi rst place? Th e Russians 
had already invaded Ukraine, so 
she had to know that Americans 
were going to be especially scru-
tinized. Apparently she made a 
lot of money playing basketball 
in Russia, but what good is that 
money doing her now?

I fi nd it strange that these 
golfers who have signed up for 
the LIV tour are being criticized 
for taking money from Saudia 
Arabia, but I haven’t heard any-
one question why Griner was 
making money in Russia while 
the Russians were wiping out 
entire cities of innocent Ukra-
nian people.

Now she’s written a letter 
to President Biden begging for 
help to be released from prison. 
Maybe she should have written 
a letter to Biden asking him if it 
was a good idea to take cannabis 
oil into Russia while we’re send-
ing military aide to a country 
they’re destroying.

Don’t get me wrong, I feel 
bad for Griner and would love 
to see her back home safe and 
sound playing in the WNBA. 
However, when you go through 
the gate that says “Beware of 
Dog,” don’t act surprised when 
you get bit.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

I was listening to sports talk 
radio shortly after the 4th of July 
and they were debating whether 
or not Joey Chestnut should be 
considered an “athlete.”  My 
question is, is this even reason 
for debate?

Chestnut, as you likely know, 
is the legendary “competitive 
eater” that is featured every 
4th of July in the Nathan’s Hot 
Dog Eating Contest in Brook-
lyn. Th is year he won the con-
test for the seventh consecutive 
year, eating 63 hot dogs in 10 
minutes. Th at was 15 and a half 
hot dogs better than the second 
place eater! 

Seven consecutive Nathan’s 
titles is impressive indeed, you 
can’t argue with that. Tom 
Brady has won seven Super 
Bowls, but not seven in a row. 
I don’t think the New York Yan-
kees, in all their glory, ever won 
the World Series seven straight 
times. UCLA won seven straight 
NCAA basketball champion-
ships from 1967 to ’73, and 
they’re often mentioned in the 
same sentence as Joey Chestnut. 
People say, “Joey Chesnut, he’s 
no Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.”

But is Chesnut an athlete? 
Th e argument for him being one 
is that he has to train to be able 
to down all those hot dogs, and 
he’s a competitor. No denying 
that, but does that make him an 
athlete? Chris Farley trained to 
be an actor. Minnesota Fats was 
a competitor in billiards. I’m 
sure John Daly has practiced a 
lot of golf , but I don’t consider 
any of the three to be athletes.

What Chestnut is, to me, is a 
fascination. Why would anyone 
even want to eat 63 hot dogs in 
10 minutes? Is it for the money?

Well, I did a little research 
on that. Th e hot dog eating 
winner gets $10,000, and Joey 
has won it 14 times. So, his 14 
championships have earned him 
$140,000, not a lot for 14 years 
of consumption. Ken Jennings 
made more than that in a week 
playing Jeopardy, and he’s not 
an athlete either. 

Chesnut also won a pump-
kin pie eating contest in 2021, 
downing almost 17 pounds of 
pie in 11 and a half minutes. 
He’s made some money from 

endorsements, mostly from food 
companies and even one from 
Pepto Bismol, which makes 
more sense. Do you remember, 
“I can’t believe I ate the whole 
thing!!” Th at was for AlkaSelt-
zer, but you get the idea.

Blue ribbons and upset 
stomachs aside, the question 
of whether he’s an athlete is no 
question at all. Lebron James 
is an athlete, Joey Chesnut is a 
sideshow that has captured the 
imagination of folks not much 
diff erent than the sword swal-
lower at the traveling carnival.

“I can’t believe he swallowed 
the whole thing!!”

STILL FUN

As I just espoused, you don’t 
have to be an athlete to be a 
competitor.

Th e fi rst week of July my wife 
and two of my grandsons accom-
panied me on a trip to Pennsyl-
vania to watch the Phillies play 
baseball against the Cardinals. 
We stayed at a hotel and the TV 
in the room “only” had about 
40 channels instead of the hun-
dreds I get here in Virginia with 
DirecTV. And don’t laugh if you 
remember when there were two 
channels here in the valley and a 
snowy Channel 13  from Lynch-
burg, if you could get it.

As we were scrolling through 
the options we came across a 
professional “corn hole” tourna-
ment. After watching for a min-
ute or so I became engrossed in 
the game. While these weren’t 
athletes, there was certainly a 
skill involved and the competi-
tion was keen.

At one point a woman com-
petitor put 27 of 28 throws in the 
hole, and I know that’s not easy 
no matter how much you prac-
tice. We ended up watching the 
tournament for almost an hour 
and, I must say, I enjoyed it.

Do you remember when the 
pandemic hit a couple years ago 
and “corn hole” was a regular 
event on ESPN with most of the 
normal sports shut down? I never 
considered watching it at the 
time, but last week I realized I can 
enjoy just about anything when 
people who really care about what 
they’re doing are competing.

I think I just described most 
of the Winter Olympics.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN SCHOOL IS OUT
Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor
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