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Several kids enjoyed making and coloring paper plates to make 
their jellyfish.

Old Salem Church 
annual picnic 
scheduled for Aug 21

Library partners with CCCCC to encourage art

Children can be very creative 
and when people open doors to 
their talent, kids can really shine. 
Th e Craig County Library and the 
Craig County Child Care Center 
are exemplifying this belief. 

Michaela Crawford from 
the Library reached out to the 
CCCCC to see if they would like 
to do a reading program with the 
library. From there stemmed the 
grand idea of having the kids to do 
art projects and display them in the 
library for all to see. 

“We have their artwork dis-
played that goes along with our 
summer reading program theme, 
“Reading: Oceans of Possibilities,” 
Crawford shared. 

“Th e library is supplying art 
projects for each class, infants 
through school kids so roughly 80 
kids,” Teresa Tolliver, Director of 
CCCC shared. “Th e library drops 
off  the projects and the teach-
ers here help the children do the 
project and read the accompany-
ing story etc.”

After the kids have complet-
ed their reading and art work, 
CCCCC contacts the library, and 
they pick them up.  

“Th e kids of course love the 
projects, and our staff  enjoy the ac-
tivities as well!” Tolliver added. 

Crawford shared that the art-
work is based on the library’s theme 
for the month. “Th is month our 
theme is in sync with our summer 
reading program and the artwork 
consists of newspaper sharks, paper 
plate jellyfi sh, ocean animal sun 

As summer quickly leaves 
us behind, the fall events start 
to arise. Th e Annual Pot-
luck Picnic at the Old Salem 
Church on Route 42 will be 
having its annual gathering 
on Sunday, August 21 at 1 
p.m. 

After the delicious meal 
and time of fellowship, there 
will be a service inside at 2:30 
p.m. presented by Billy Fra-
zier. Jean Bradley, with lots of 
help from her family, Kathy 
Jones, LeeAnn Mattox and 
many others, created an event 
that many look forward to at-
tending. Several even plan to 
travel from other states for 
what is almost a “family” re-
union of friends. 

Th ough there are no Sun-
day or Wednesday services, 
and the lot is empty most of 
the time, two events still hap-
pen like clockwork at the Old 
Salem Church on Route 42 in 
Craig County, which creates 
standing room only events 
(excluding the COVID pan-
demic which prevented the 
gatherings) It takes a lot of 
diligent work to help to keep 

this wonderful tradition alive.
Th e church was established 

in 1883, and the fi rst Christ-
mas Candlelight service was 
held in December of 2001. 
Since, they have only missed 
one Christmas since due to 
bad weather and the last to 
COVID. However, they have 
two functions annually at the 
little church: a Homecoming 
picnic in the summer and the 
Christmas Candlelight service 
in December.

“We continue this because 
it seems so many would be 
disappointed if we didn’t,” 
Bradley shared.

The entire community is 
invited, and it is a potluck. 

“There’s always so much 
food to choose from as 
people bring their favorite 
dishes to share!” many have 
said. “But there is always 
plenty left over too.”

And all remember there 
is no running water or elec-
tricity, but a porta-john is 
on the church property for 
use. Bring your lawn chair, 
your favorite dish and en-
joy a relaxing and fun af-
ternoon, as Bradley warmly 
shares, “Everyone is wel-
come!” 

The Library has partnered with the Craig County Child Care Center, encouraging artwork. The theme 
of July was “Oceans of Possibilities.”

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Old Salem Church, located on Route 42, will be alive with 
laughter, food and fellowship again this year as the Annual 
Potluck Picnic is planned for Sunday, August 21 at 1 p.m. 
Service will follow at 2:30. Last year Bradley and Lowrey read 
lots of history of the picnics, which all seemed to enjoy.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Journey of Hope rides through New Castle
~Cyclists raising awareness of issues in disabled communities 
came through Craig as part of a cross-country journey~

Last saturday, seventeen bicyclists 
pedaled through New Castle and Craig 
County on their way across the coun-
try. Stopping off at Camp Easterseals 
for the night, these bicyclists spent 
their time speaking with locals and 
working with disabled children at the 
camp to raise awareness of issues in 
those communities.

These are the men of Pi Kappa Phi’s 
Journey of Hope, a cross-country cy-
cling journey sponsored by nonprofit 
The Ability Experience. They signed 

up for the journey from PKP chapters 
across the country, beginning their 
two-month trek in Seattle, Washing-
ton on June 8 to arrive in Washington, 
D.C. on August 13.

“The mission is to spread awareness 
for people with disabilities and organi-
zations that support them as well,” said 
Fernando Cortes, the Journey of Hope’s 
public relations coordinator and one of 
six crew members that drives ahead of 
the cyclists. In describing the program, 
he explained, “We go to ‘friendship 
visits,’ where we meet with complex 

See Journey of Hope, page 2
PHOTO COURTESY OF FACEBOOK 

The Journey of Hope cyclists came through New Castle and now head to D.C. through 
Roanoke.

See Art Encouraged, page 2
PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING

A shark with lots of teeth is one animal in the ocean one student 
chose to make. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Alexander Shedd
alexander.shedd@ourvalley.org
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Breezed through
 5. Time units (abbr.)
 8. Pigeon’s murmur
11. Moves aside in fright
13. Partner to “ahh”
14. Taxis
15. Monetary units of Turkey
16. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
17. Prolific Italian opera 
composer
18. Restaurants
20. One’s grandmother
21. Ancient Greek City
22. Italian mountain ranges
25. Data
30. Acted in an obedient way
31. Autonomic nervous system
32. Not on the up-and-up
33. Mock lightly
38. Mimic
41. Built

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

43. A neighborhood
45. Inflammation of the 
kidneys
48. Semitic fertility god
49. Temporary name of 
Seaborgium
50. Wise people
55. Tear down
56. __-fi (slang)
57. Diamond weight
59. Frosted
60. Predecessor to EU
61. Makes changes to
62. Some are secret
63. Tooth caregiver
64. Old English poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Sign language
 2. In style
 3. Norwegian river
 4. People with impaired 
hearing

 5. Large stinging paper 
wasp
 6. Bucharest is its capital
 7. River in Ireland
 8. Type of TV
 9. Double-reed instru-
ments
10. Spanish motorcycle 
manufacturer
12. Midway between south 
and southeast
14. French commune
19. Alike
23. A bachelor’s apartment
24. Foot part between the 
ball and ankle
25. Belonging to a thing
26. Japanese classical 
theater
27. Supervises flying
28. Not even
29. Capital of Saudi Arabia
34. Electronic counter-

measure
35. Consumed
36. American politician 
(abbr.)
37. Sun up in New York
39. Casually looked through
40. Revealed the presence of
41. Peyton’s little brother
42. Diana __, singer
44. Study of moral values 
and rules
45. Civil Rights group
46. Makes less severe
47. Made an emotional 
appeal
48. Vivacity of style
51. One who is highly skilled
52. Gets around in pursuit of 
pleasure
53. Famed guitarist Clapton
54. Most common Japanese 
surname
58. Recipe abbreviation

individuals and we go to organizations 
that focus on helping those people, 
and we just hang out with them, spend 
time with them, eat dinner, lunch, have 
dance parties, draw, color with them, 
just kind of hang out.”

The journey takes the cyclists 
through a total of thirteen states on 
their way to D.C. Beginning in Wash-
ington state, the cyclists ride east to 
southeast for 12,000 miles through 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colora-
do, Texas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, and 
finally Virginia. Though the trip is in-
credibly long and difficult, the PKP cy-
clists are not professional athletes.

“We’re just ordinary college stu-
dents that wanted to do more during 
the summer,” said Cortes. “These guys 
train ever since they hear about the 
trip, ever since they get accepted. We 
have guys who train a month before the 
trip, and a lot more months before the 
trip… These are just regular guys that 

know how to ride a bike, then they re-
ally push themselves when they get on 
the trip.”

This year, the Journey of Hope cel-
ebrates its 35th anniversary. Cortes 
noted some of the difficulties in mov-
ing through back roads (and sometimes 
highways) that may be different now 
than in years past, running into issues 
such as construction and road blockag-
es that the crew members must figure 
out quickly to get the cyclists through 
on time. However, they always hit their 
August mark on time.

“We’re all the same people, even 
if we may look different or not be as 
physical as everyone, we’re all still one 
together,” Cortes explained the jour-
ney’s message. “So there’s no reason to 
treat other people differently.”

Those interested in joining the 
Journey of Hope must be enrolled in 
a chapter of Pi Kappa Phi and apply 
online through TheAbilityExperience.
org. 

Journey of Hope from page 1

catchers, coral reef sponge 
painting, and hand print 
crabs,” Crawford said. “Our 
theme for August is back to 
school and our August dec-
orations will be on display 
after our summer reading 
program ends on August 6.”

Crawford started the 
summer reading program 
and is currently providing 
programs for the library. 

Th eir summer reading pro-
gram comes to a close on 
August 6. Th en, they will be 
giving a grand prize draw-
ing on August 8 which will 
be a $25 gift card to Barnes 
& Noble. A winner will be 
drawn separately for each 
age group (kids, teens, and 
adults). Th is is the fi rst year 
the library has had an adult 
summer reading program.

To view the artwork, the 
library hours are Monday, 
Tuesday, Th ursday, and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Wednesday 10 a.m. - 7 
p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. 

“Several children have 
come into the library and 
are very excited when they 
fi nd their artwork,” Craw-
ford noted. 

Art Encouraged from page 1

Reading is still a favorite 
pastime that brings com-
fort, joy, and knowledge 
for many people. Th e Em-
porium’s owner, Phil Spen-
ce is a true connoisseur of 
books, especially history. 
His love for learning is 
appreciated by many who 
frequent his business, and 
he encourages authors to 
speak in our community. 

On August 21, at 4 p.m. 
at the New Castle Volun-
teer Fire Station, award-
winning Southern writer 
Sharyn McCrumb will 
give a presentation on her 
new books. 

Th e Washington Post 
wrote, “In an earlier life, 
McCrumb must have been 
a balladeer, singing of rest-
less spirits, star-crossed 
lovers, and the consoling 
beauty of nature. Here that 
older folk material acts as a 
refrain to the more realistic 
narrative... Th e overall ef-
fect is spellbinding.”

Sharyn McCrumb is an 
award-winning Southern 
writer, best known for her 
Appalachian “Ballad” nov-
els, which include the New 
York Times best sellers She 
Walks Th ese Hills, Th e 
Rosewood Casket, Th e 
Ballad of Tom Dooley, Th e 
Ballad of Frankie Silver 
and Th e Songcatcher.

She also wrote Ghost 
Riders, which won the 
Wilma Dykeman Award 
for Literature from the 
East Tennessee Historical 
Society and the Nation-
al Audie Award for Best 
Recorded Book. 

Her intriguing book 
Th e Unquiet Grave is the 
story of West Virginia’s 
Greenbrier Ghost and was 
selected by the Georgia Li-
brary System as the 2017 
selection for North Geor-
gia Reads; the All Confer-
ence Read for the West 
Virginia State Library 
Conference; the West Vir-
ginia Featured Book at the 
West Virginia Book Festi-
val; and a featured alter-

nate by the Literary Guild.
King’s Mountain is the 

story of the 1780 Revo-
lutionary War battle and 
the Overmountain Men. 
It received a DAR Award 
from the Edward Bun-
combe Chapter in North 
Carolina and in June 2015 
the Patricia Winn Award 
for Southern Fiction from 
the Montgomery County 
Arts & Heritage Council 
of Clarksville, Tennessee. 
King’s Mountain is taught 
in schools and featured at 
historical museums in four 
states. 

Another interesting 
book, St. Dale, Th e Can-
terbury Tales, is in a NAS-
CAR setting, “in which 
ordinary people on a pil-
grimage in honor of rac-
ing legend Dale Earnhardt 
fi nd a miracle.” It won a 
2006 Library of Virginia 
Award and received the 
AWA Book of the Year 
Award. 

Also, her books 
have been named New 
York Times and Los Ange-

les Times Notable Books. 
Sharyn McCrumb was 

named a Virginia Woman 
of History by the Library 
of Virginia and a Woman 
of the Arts by the National 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. She was 
awarded the Merit Award 
for Contributions to Ap-
palachian Literature by 
the West Virginia Library 
Association in 2017, and 
the Mary Hobson Prize for 
Arts & Letters in 2014. 

Her novels are studied 
in universities throughout 
the world and have been 
translated into eleven lan-
guages, including French, 
German, Dutch, Japanese, 
Arabic and Italian.

McCrumb shared, “My 
books are like Appalachian 
quilts. I take brightly col-
ored scraps of legends, 
ballads, fragments of rural 
life, and local tragedy, and 
I piece them together into 
a complex whole that tells 
not only a story, but also 
a deeper truth about the 
culture of the mountain 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Award winning and nationally known author Sharyn 
McCrumb will be speaking at the New Castle Volunteer 
Fire Department on August 21 at 4 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Books will be available for purchase.

Nationally acclaimed author to speak in Craig

South.”
Interested readers can 

fi nd more information on 
facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/SharynMc-

CrumbAuthor or at www.
SharynMcCrumb.com. 
Th e public is encouraged 
to attend. Books will be 
available for purchase.

Craig County Health Center celebrates National Health Center Week
Submitted by Craig County 

Health Center

National Health Center 
Week (August 7 – 13) is an an-
nual celebration with the goal 
of raising awareness about the 
mission and accomplishments 
of America’s health centers 
over the past fi ve decades.

Community Health Centers 
provide comprehensive care to 
30 million patients at 11,000 
service delivery sites in every 
state and territory in the Unit-
ed States. Health centers save 

the health care system more 
than $24 billion annually in 
reduced emergency, hospi-
tal, and specialty care costs. 
Health centers are open to ev-
eryone, regardless of insurance 
status or ability to pay.  Com-
munity Health Centers are pa-
tient led. More than 50% of 
every health center’s governing 
board must be patients of that 
health center. 

In addition to honoring pa-
tients and staff , this National 
Health Center Week honors 
those front line providers, 

staff , and patients who lost 
their lives during the (ongo-
ing) COVID-19 pandemic. 
From the very beginning of 
the crisis, Community Health 
Centers began fi nding innova-
tive ways to provide preventa-
tive and primary care to their 
patients.

Craig County Health Center 
is a satellite offi  ce of Monroe 
Health Center based in Union, 
WV.  Monroe Health Center 
has served the community for 
over 50 years, employs nearly 
100 employees, and serves 

over 9,000 patients. Monroe 
Health Center has locations in 
Union, Peterstown, and Forest 
Hill, WV, and Craig County 
Health Center in New Castle, 
VA; the Craig County Dental 
Center in New Castle, VA; 
and school wellness centers 
in Craig County schools and 
all Monroe County schools.  
Craig County Health Center 
provides a full range of medi-
cal services including routine 
check-ups, well child visits, 
immunizations, hearing/vi-
sion screening, acute care for 

injury or illness, behavioral 
health, school sports physicals, 
specialist referrals and follow-
up, as well as appointments 
via Tele-Health. Th e Craig 
County Dental Center off ers 
preventative and restorative 
dental care to improve oral 
health, speech, chewing abil-
ity, and cosmetic appearance 
to enhance nutrition, confi -
dence, and quality of life. For 
more information about Craig 
County Health Center or to 
schedule an appointment, call 
540-864-6390.   

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Submitted by Book No 
Further

Book No Further will 
present the local launch 
of Beth Macy’s new book 
Raising Lazarus, Monday, 
August 22, at 7 p.m. at 
Charter Hall in the Roa-
noke City Market Build-
ing. Subtitled “Hope 
Justice and the Future of 
American’s Overdose Cri-
sis,” Raising Lazarus tells 
the story of the everyday 
heroes fi ghting to stem the 
tide of addiction in com-
munities across the coun-
try and of the individuals 
struggling for accountabil-
ity in  America’s courts.  

After detailing the ori-
gins of the opioid epidem-
ic in the New York Times 
bestseller Dopesick, Macy  
uses emotionally stirring 
portraits in her new book 
Raising Lazarus to explore 
potential solutions to the  

problem. Lazarus is set in 
the last two years and tells 
the story of the people on 
the ground who are  help-
ing the addicted.  

Esquire magazine says 
Macy “turns the lens … 
the reformers pioneering 
innovative treatments for  
the affl  icted. Enlightening 
and exhaustive, it’s at once 
a damning exposé about 
greed and a moving  paean 
to the power of commu-
nity activism.” 

Macy, an award-win-
ning journalist, worked for 
Th e Roanoke Times and 
has published two other  
books in addition to Rais-
ing Lazarus and Dopesick. 
Truevine tells the story of 
Franklin County natives  
George and Willie Muse, 
two albino African Ameri-
cans who, in the early 
20th Century, were taken 
and  placed in a circus as 
sideshow freaks and their 

Bookstore to host Roanoke Launch for bestselling author 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Bestselling author Beth Macy will launch her new book, Raising Lazarus, at Roanoke’s Book No Further on 
Monday, Aug. 22.

mother’s search for them. 
In Factory Man, Macy 
tells  the story of John 
Bassett who sued Chinese 

manufacturers for dump-
ing furniture in U.S. mar-
kets. 

Th e event will be fol-

lowed by an author sign-
ing. Admission is free 
with purchase of the 
book, which  includes 

reserved seating, or $5 
general public. Purchase 
details online at https://
bit.ly/3xNIWog.
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Abbott, Eric Jonas
Eric Jonas Abbott, 56, 

of New Castle, VA, went 
to be with the Lord on 
Friday, July 8, 2022. He 
was born on Monday, 
July 26, 1965, to Anita 
Abbott McCormick and 
the late Jerry L. Abbott. 
Eric was an avid music 
lover! His favorite pas-
times were hunting and 
fi shing. He was also a true 
Boston Red Sox fan! Er-
ic’s greatest joy in life was 
his family. 

In addition to his father, he is preced-
ed in death by his paternal grandparents, 
E.M. “Roe” and Letha Abbott; maternal 
grandparents, Luther and Ruby Abbott; 
nephew, Kerwin Vincent Abbott, Jr; as 
well as several aunts and uncles. 

Left to cherish his memory include 
his wife, Juliana Walker Abbott; daugh-
ter, Desirae Abbott Childers (Timothy); 
mother, Anita Abbott McCormick, and 
husband, John; grandchildren, Ayla G. 
Old, Cole E. Childers, and Charlee M. 

Childers; sister, Karen 
A. Huff man (Richard); 
brother, Vince Abbott; 
niece, Adrienne B. Rock 
(Brandon); great-neph-
ews, Noah LaPrad and 
Cayden Zysk; numerous 
cousins and friends.

A funeral service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
July 15, 2022, at the John 
M. Oakey & Son Funeral 
Home in Salem, VA, with 
Jim Looney offi  ciating. 

Burial was followed at the Brickey Cem-
etery in New Castle, VA.

Friends may visit with the family 
from 1 p.m. until the service hour at the 
funeral home. Flowers are encouraged, 
or you may make a memorial contri-
bution to either organization that Eric 
was fond of: 5 Points Music Sanctuary, 
www.5pointsmusic.com/donate/ or to 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion. https://www.jdrf.org/donate/

Online condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.johnmoakey.com.

OBITUARY

New budget gives Virginia’s farmers record 
funding for soil and water conservation
Submitted by the Virgin-

ia Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation

Never-before-seen lev-
els of conservation fund-
ing for Virginia’s farmers 
are included in the new 
state budget. Producers 
throughout the common-
wealth will benefi t from 
expanded cost-share and 
tax credit opportunities. 

Changes to the appli-
cation for much of this 
support will also stream-
line the process for many 
farmers.

“We are very excited 
about the historic level 
of cost-share funding for 
farmers in the new bud-
get, and grateful to the 
General Assembly for pro-
viding it. Th e governor has 
prioritized meeting Vir-
ginia’s Bay water quality 
goals, and with this mon-
ey comes the responsibil-
ity to provide meaningful 
results,” said Matt Wells, 
director of the Virginia 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation. 

“We also know that 
we cannot meet our goals 
without true partnerships 
with our Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts 
and the agricultural com-
munity. Th is includes 
engagement, open lines 
of communication and 

mutual trust. We look for-
ward to working with all 
of our partners to support 
agricultural best manage-
ment practices across the 
commonwealth.” 

Increased cost-share 
and tax credits: Th e Vir-
ginia Agricultural Best 
Management Practices 
Cost-Share Program, or 
VACS, is funded at a re-
cord high for the 2022-
2023 program year with 
$123 million. 

VACS is the state pro-
gram that helps farms 
implement a range of con-
servation practices that 
protect water quality. By 
improving animal and soil 
health and reducing nutri-
ent waste, these practices 
also help increase farm 
profi tability — a key issue 
for producers as infl ation 
rises. 

DCR administers the 
state cost-share program 
in partnership with Vir-
ginia’s 47 soil and water 
conservation districts. 

“Virginia’s soil and wa-
ter conservation districts 
are the one-stop shops for 
state cost-share signup and 
practice implementation,” 
said Dr. Kendall Tyree, ex-
ecutive director of the Vir-
ginia Association of Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Districts. “We applaud the 
governor and the General 

Assembly for this record 
show of support for volun-
tary conservation eff orts 
and look forward to serv-
ing Virginia’s agricultural 
community in our district 
offi  ces.”

Farmers may receive up 
to $300,000 in state cost-
share reimbursement for 
more than 70 best man-
agement practices includ-
ing:

Cover crops 
Nutrient management 

plans 
Forested or herbaceous 

buff ers 
Animal waste systems
Livestock stream-exclu-

sion systems 
Many of these prac-

tices can often be funded 
through a combination 
of state and federal funds, 
reducing the farmer’s ex-
pense to less than 25% of 
the total cost. 

Also available to Virgin-
ia’s farmers this year are:

Up to $25,000 in state 
tax credits for fully imple-
mented agricultural best 
management practices. 

Up to $50,000 in tax 
credits for best manage-
ment practices on lands 
with an approved resource 
management plan.

To apply for funding or 
tax credits, farmers should 
contact their local soil and 
water conservation dis-

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 
A farmer plants crops using a no-till drill. No-till farming is one of many practices 
for which producers can receive cost-share funding.

tricts.
Streamlined paper-

work for many producers: 
Farmers in many localities 
will now fi nd it simpler 
to apply for funding to 
support multiple nutrient 
management and/or cover 
crop best practices. 

Under what is some-
times called a “whole farm 
approach,” a producer 
only has to submit one 
cost-share application to 

cover all of the nutrient 
management practices, or 
all the cover crop practic-
es, established on as much 
acreage as desired. 

Previously, this pro-
gram was only available to 
farmers in Essex, King and 
Queen and King William 
counties, and in the Ches-
apeake Bay watershed of 
the Eastern Shore. 

Th is year, howev-
er, farmers in Carroll, 

Gloucester, Grayson, Hal-
ifax, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Page, Rockingham, Wash-
ington counties — and all 
of the Eastern Shore — 
may also participate. 

More information on 
Virginia’s soil and water 
conservation programs 
can be found at https://
www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil-
and-water/. 

Th e program year ends 
June 30, 2023.

HHS invests over $5.5 million to strengthen health care workforce 
and improve access to care in rural communities in Virginia

Submitted by the Department 
of Health and Human Services

On August 8, the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), through 
the Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration (HRSA), 
announced investments of 
over $5.5 million in American 
Rescue Plan funding to grow 
the health workforce and in-
crease access to quality health 
care in rural communities in 
Virginia. The Biden-Harris 
Administration is committed 
to improving health outcomes 
and promoting health equity 
in rural America. In 2021, 

thanks to President Biden’s 
American Rescue Plan, the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services invested over 
$16 billion to strengthen ru-
ral health.

“The Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration is committed to 
ensuring all Americans have 
access to high-quality, afford-
able health care – no mat-
ter where anyone lives,” said 
HHS Secretary Xavier Becer-
ra. “Thanks to the American 
Rescue Plan, we have sig-
nificantly improved access to 
health care for the millions 
of families who live in rural 
America. Our work doesn’t 

stop here with these funds, we 
can continue working to en-
sure rural communities have 
the support they need.”

The Rural Public Health 
Workforce Training Network 
Program will support four 
awardees to expand health 
care capacity in rural and 
tribal communities through 
health care job development, 
training, and placement. This 
funding includes support 
for critical health workforce 
needs in rural areas such as 
dental hygienists, medical or 
dental assistants, community-
based doulas, and other front-
line health care workers. Ad-

ditionally, a national technical 
assistance provider was award-
ed $500,000 to strengthen the 
ability for these networks to 
develop formal training and 
certification programs. 

“Among the most impor-
tant steps we can take to im-
prove access to health care 
in rural communities, in-
cluding access to behavioral 
health care, is to invest in 
growing the rural health care 
workforce,” said HRSA Ad-
ministrator Carole Johnson. 
“Today’s announcements are 
another important part of the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s strategy to 

advance health equity for the 
nearly 65 million people who 
call rural areas home.”

Nearly one in five Ameri-
cans lives in a rural area, and 
rural communities are be-
coming even more diverse. 
However, health disparities 
between rural and urban ar-
eas tripled between 1999 and 
2019, with rural residents 
experiencing higher rates of 
heart disease, respiratory dis-
ease, cancer, stroke, uninten-
tional injury, and suicide; and 
higher risk of maternal mor-
bidity and mortality. Access 
to quality health care is at the 
heart of these issues.

VDOT ROAD WATCH
CRAIG COUNTY
(UPDATED 6-24-22) 

* ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK 
– On March 17, tem-
porary signals began to 
control traffi  c across the 
bridge and will be in place 
throughout the project. 
Construction will begin 
on the northbound side of 
the bridge and once com-
pleted, work will switch 
to the southbound side. 
In addition, a section of 
Route 646 (Allen Street) 

between Route 650 and 
Route 311 will be closed 
during construction and 
a signed detour will be 
in place. All traffi  c will 
be detoured to Marshall 
Street and Kanawha Street 
to access either 311 or the 
homes located off  Allen 
Street. Speed limit will be 
reduced to 35 mph in the 
work zone with a width 
restriction of 9 feet. Driv-
ers should expect delays 
and allow extra travel time 
through the work zone. 
Weather permitting, the 

bridge is expected to be 
open to traffi  c by the end 
of 2022.

INTERSTATE 81
(UPDATED 8-5-22) * 

INTERSTATE 81 LANE 
WIDENING CON-
STRUCTION PROJ-
ECT EXIT 137 TO EXIT 
141 – A $179 million de-
sign-build project to wid-
en both directions of I-81 
between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from two 
to three lanes is set to be-
gin. Starting in February 

and continuing into the 
early summer, work will 
be performed on the in-
side and outside shoulders 
along a fi ve mile section 
of both northbound and 

southbound Interstate 81 
in Roanoke County and 
the city of Salem. Th e 
shoulders will be built up 
before barrier wall can be 
installed for road crews to 

work behind. Barrier wall 
will be installed along the 
shoulders in the spring 
and summer. Two lanes 

See VDOT, page 5
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Part 1
“…All cultures—the 

dominant and marginal-
ized—have always used 
stories to validate their 
existences, make sense of 
their worlds, and pass on 
to future generations what 
they regard as their cul-
ture’s collective wisdom.”1 

Story is at the heart of 
people’s lives and at the 
heart of the library. Th e 
ongoing pandemic has re-
inforced this idea in many 
ways. In the early days of 
the crisis, as people were 
urged to stay home and 
many libraries closed their 
buildings for a period of 
time, libraries saw an in-
creased demand for digital 

collections that could eas-
ily, and safely, be down-
loaded at home to read, 
view, or listen to. Libraries 
then quickly pivoted to 
off ering curbside pickup 
of materials to satisfy the 
desire for stories, and they 
saw those services heavily 
used. As libraries began to 
reopen, they saw people 
coming back to the build-
ing hungry not only for 
interaction with others but 
also seeking the stories that 
would help them through 
hard times that could not 
have been anticipated. Th e 
past two years have seen li-
braries responding to the 
community need for story 
and a recognition from 
those communities of the 
important role that the 
library plays in satisfying 
that need.

We engage with the 
world through story. It 
helps us understand other 

people and cultures. It 
comforts us when we are 
burdened or gives us in-
sight into the problems 
that face us. It places our 
lives in context—his-
torical, geographical, and 
cultural. For all of these 
reasons, libraries build 
collections of materials to 
read, to listen to, and to 
watch that support and 
validate the diverse and 
complex stories of their 
users. What is being read, 
viewed, or listened to is 
much less important than 
the simple act of reading, 
listening, or viewing. And 
these acts happen every 
day both in the physical li-
brary and through its digi-
tal collections. It may be a 
librarian helping a reader 
track down a much-loved 
but less-well-remembered 
title or author. Or perhaps 
a library book display that 
presents a browser with 
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materials that refl ect their 
own life in an unexpected 
way. Maybe a storytime 
that sparks a child’s love 
of reading or that encour-
ages a parent to read to 
their child at home. Or 
someone alone in their 
home fi nding an ebook to 
read or a movie to watch. 
In each case the library is 
providing the opportunity 
for a user to engage with 
a story.

Th e library is not only 
about discovering some-
thing new, or fi nding 
an old favorite to read, 
though this is an impor-
tant part of its role. Th e 
social components of 
reading are equally im-
portant to readers and 
to their communities—
book displays and reading 
lists to browse and share, 
book discussion groups 
where members can share 

thoughts about what they 
are reading, interactions 
with other readers and 
librarians while brows-
ing for materials, author 
talks and storytimes that 
build a love for books and 
reading. All of these read-
ing-related programs and 
services build a commu-
nity of readers who sustain 
each other and the library.

Stay tuned next week 
for Part Two!

News from the 9th: So-Called Inflation Reduction Act Taxes and Spends, Won’t Reduce Inflation

From the desk of Rep. H. 
Morgan Griffi  th

Like a horror movie 
monster seemingly fi nished 
off  at the end returning for 
a sequel, the Democrat tax-

and-spend reconciliation 
bill that once appeared 
dead has returned in the 
summer of 2022.

Originally dubbed 
“Build Back Better,” this 
monster bill now goes by 
the “Infl ation Reduction 
Act.” Th e text, however, 
shows that it does no such 
thing.

Instead, it seeks to im-
plement provisions of the 
Green New Deal, impose 
socialist price controls, 

raise taxes, and empower 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

Analysts have already 
dispensed with the idea 
that the so-called Infl a-
tion Reduction Act would 
meaningfully reduce in-
fl ation. According to the 
Penn Wharton Budget 
Model, “Th e impact on in-
fl ation is statistically indis-
tinguishable from zero.” In 
fact, the model fi nds that 
the bill would continue to 
push infl ation upward un-
til 2024.

So the bill does not do 
what its title says it does, 
rendering it an example of 
George Orwell’s Double-
speak. But what do its au-
thors and supporters say it 
will do?

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
tweeted: “Th e Infl ation 
Reduction Act of 2022 will 
be the largest package on 
climate change ever passed 
by Congress.”

Th e text of the bill sup-
ports this contention of 
Senator Schumer more 
than it supports the idea 
of infl ation reduction. But 
the provisions he has in 
mind will hurt Americans 
already struggling to cope 
with soaring costs and un-
reliable energy while pro-
viding negligible benefi ts 
to the environment.

Shelling out billions of 
dollars to subsidize solar 
and wind power will not 

make those power sources 
more reliable. At the same 
time, the bill targets reli-
able and aff ordable fos-
sil fuels with more taxes. 
More power plants using 
fossil fuels will close, but 
wind and solar will not be 
able to meet the resulting 
demand. Handing out bil-
lions of dollars in “envi-
ronmental justice” grants 
will be little comfort to 
Americans who cannot be 
sure their power will stay 
on.

Senator Joe Manchin 
(D-WV), one of the bill’s 
negotiators, argues that 
these provisions are bal-
anced out by a com-
mitment from Senator 
Schumer, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, and Presi-
dent Biden to pass per-
mitting reform separately, 
apparently including accel-
erating completion of the 
Mountain Valley Pipeline 
(MVP). Th ere is reason to 
doubt, however, that these 
reforms will get enough 
support from his side of 
the aisle to become law. 
Further, many Virginians I 
know who live in the path 
of the MVP are opposed 
to its completion. Progres-
sives may be happy to take 
what Senator Manchin of-
fers them now and object 
to his permitting reforms 
later.

Another major Demo-
crat priority included in 
this bill is price controls on 

prescription drugs. I agree 
that drug prices are too 
high and have worked on 
legislation with Democrats 
and Republicans to address 
the problem. Th e approach 
to drug prices taken in this 
bill, however, threatens to 
harm medical innovation 
without actually solving 
the price problem.

Th e bill’s authors call 
the price controls “nego-
tiations,” but the nego-
tiations take the form of 
telling drug companies 
that they have to come to 
terms or else be subject to 
punitive tax rates. When 
Democrats pushed similar 
legislation in the House of 
Representatives, I noted 
that this provision would 
run afoul of the Con-
stitution’s takings clause 
prohibiting the taking of 
private property for public 
use without just compen-
sation. After I made that 
point, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Research 
Service agreed with my 
analysis that this provision 
was unconstitutional.

In addition to their 
unconstitutionality, these 
price controls would lead 
to less investment in med-
ical innovation, reducing 
the number of treatments 
and cures available to 
patients. Th at outcome 
counts as a signifi cant cost 
to taxpayers.

To pay for these 
schemes, Democrats opt-

ed to raise taxes and ex-
pand the Internal Revenue 
Service. Th e bill would 
spend $80 billion for the 
IRS to hire 87,000 new 
agents to go through the 
returns of ordinary Ameri-
cans. A corporate mini-
mum tax would fall heavi-
est on manufacturing and 
producing industries such 
as coal.

President Biden 
pledged not to raise taxes 
on Americans making un-
der $400,000, but citizens 
of all income levels would 
feel the hand of govern-
ment falling heavier upon 
them.

Reducing infl ation 
should be a priority of the 
Biden Administration and 
congressional Democrats. 
After all, they did so much 
to cause the problem. But 
bringing back the same 
old agenda and calling it 
infl ation reduction is an 
insult to the Americans 
now pressured by surging 
costs and shrinking real 
wages.

If you have questions, 
concerns, or comments, 
feel free to contact my 
offi  ce. You can call my 
Abingdon offi  ce at 276-
525-1405, my Christians-
burg offi  ce at 540-381-
5671, or my Washington 
offi  ce at 202-225-3861. 
To reach my offi  ce via 
email, please visit my 
website at www.morgang-
riffi  th.house.gov.

F th d k f R p H A

Morgan 
Griffi th
Representative
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Charles Stacy, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. 864-5242; Sunday 
School 10AM, Worship 11AM; Monday Adult Choir 7PM, UMW 3rd 
Wednesday 7PM, Youth and other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

Dr Pepper Park brings folk, rock and blues
Submitted by Dr Pepper 

Park 

A lot of talent is headed 
to Dr Pepper Park in Au-
gust. Th ree fun and diverse 
shows will be headlining 
the stage at Roanoke’s fa-
vorite live music venue 
on August 12th, 13th, & 
17th. Each show will fea-
ture performers who have 
perfected their own genre 
and travel the world play-
ing wonderfully exciting 
and memorable shows.  
President of Dr Pepper 
Park, Waynette Anderson, 
stated “Th ese shows are 
going to be a great addi-
tion to the season. We are 
starting off  with a Flash-
back Fridays tribute show 
and follow up with two 
amazing artists in genres 
that have been requested 
by our community!”   

First up, Face 2 Face 
will be coming to Roanoke 
on August 12th. Th is act is 
the premier tribute to El-
ton John and Billy Joel. 

Th e piano pair play a wild 
and fun show perfect for 
a Friday night. New York 
native Mike Santoro’s fi n-
gers fl ash up and down the 
keys before he jumps up 
to grab the mic to belt out 
such high-energy Billy Joel 
classics as “Uptown Girl” 
and “Only the Good Die 
Young.” For the second 
half of the roughly three-
hour show, Kenny Metcalf 
dons the iconic sunglasses 
and bedazzled suits of El-
ton John as he charts his 
style from the ‘70s to the 
present. Don’t forget kids 
12 and under are FREE 
for Friday night’s perfor-
mance.

On Saturday, August 
13th Dr Pepper Park will 
host JJ Grey and Mofro. 
Th e band has carved out 
a place in blues history 
with their unique combi-
nation of southern soul 
and rock. JJ Grey remains 
an unfettered, blissful 
performer, singing with a 
blue-collared spirit over 

the bone-deep grooves 
of his compositions. On-
stage, Grey delivers his 
songs with compassion 
and a relentless honesty. 
Th e support for the show 
is a perfect match and of-
fers just as much character. 
Nat Myers is a young tal-
ent quickly recognizable as 
one of the best to play the 
folk blues in this genera-
tion of music.  

Later in August the 
world-renowned Indigo 
Girls will be headlining 
Dr Pepper Park. Geor-
gia natives Amy Ray and 
Emily Saliers spent their 
careers defi ning folk rock. 
Th e Grammy-winning 
duo has recorded sixteen 
studio albums (seven gold, 
four platinum, one double 
platinum), sold over 15 
million records, and built 
a dedicated, enduring fol-
lowing. With an opening 
act by Lucy Roche, this 
night at Dr Pepper Park 
will feature two major tal-
ents in folk music. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12 
– FACE 2 FACE: ELTON 
JOHN AND BILLY 
JOEL TRIBUTE

SATURDAY, AU-
GUST 13 – JJ GREY & 
MOFRO WITH SUP-
PORT FROM NAT MY-

ERS
WEDNESDAY, AU-

GUST 17 – INDIGO 
GIRLS WITH SUP-
PORT FROM LUCY 
ROCHE

Th e gates open at 
6:00PM. Dr Pepper Park 

would like to welcome 
guests to bring their furry 
friends for a great night 
with the whole fam-
ily. Tickets, a full season 
schedule, and policies can 
be found at www.drpep-
perpark.com

of I-81 traffi  c in each di-
rection will remain open 
during the project with 
periodic lane closures 
scheduled during night-
time hours or outside of 
peak travel times as need-
ed.  Drivers can expect 
the following lane closures 
and upcoming impacts on 
northbound and south-
bound I-81:

·       ROUTE 635 
(GOODWIN AVENUE) 
CLOSURE – As part of 
the ongoing I-81 proj-
ect from exit 137 to 141, 
Route 635 (Goodwin Av-
enue) will be closed begin-
ning July 11 where it runs 
underneath I-81. It will be 
closed for approximately 
30 days for reconstruc-
tion to accommodate the 
widening of the interstate. 
Drivers will need to seek 
alternate routes as traffi  c 
will not be able to pass 
underneath the interstate 
during this time. Estimat-
ed to reopen August 11.

·       BARRIER WALLS: 
Barrier wall installation is 
in process. Nighttime lane 
closures will be in place 
and lane widths will be re-
duced to 11 feet.

·       From mid-March 
until mid-June, night-
time right lane and shoul-
der closures between 8 
p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday

·       From mid-May 
to mid-June, alternating 
left and right lane and 
shoulder closures during 
nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 
right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

·       Northbound I-81 
lane closures from mile 
marker 138 to 142

·       Northbound I-81 
exit and entrance ramp 
narrows possible at Route 
311.

Th e project also in-
cludes replacing six bridg-
es, widening two bridges, 
installing approximately 
2.6 miles of sound barrier 
walls along northbound 
I-81, improving the south-
bound exit 137 off -ramp 
intersection at Wildwood 
Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 
137, 140 and 141 are also 
included in the project. 
Expected completion in 
early 2026. 

(UPDATED 8-5-22) 
* I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLOSURE 
- Th e Troutville Rest Area 
located on southbound In-
terstate 81 near mile mark-
er 158 in Botetourt Coun-
ty is currently closed from 
late May 31, 2022 until 
September 2, 2022. Sig-
nage indicating the closure 
has been posted in the rest 
area. During the closure, 
a temporary concrete bar-
rier wall will be installed 
in front of the facility. Th e 
rest area facility, ramps and 
parking lot will be closed 
to the public. Th is project 
will extend the ramp into 
the rest area by 500 feet 
and the ramp out of the 
rest area by 2,100 feet. It 
will also include expand-
ing the truck parking area 
at the facility by about 10-
13 spaces. Work is expect-
ed to be completed in early 
fall 2022.

·       REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the Trout-
ville Rest Area is closed, 
southbound I-81 drivers 
can use the Fairfi eld Rest 
Area at mile marker 195 

in Rockbridge County or 
the Radford Rest Area at 
mile marker 108 in Mont-
gomery County. In addi-
tion, the Troutville Weigh 
Station, located on south-
bound I-81 at mile marker 
149, will have portable 
toilets and parking will be 
temporarily available for 
commercial vehicles.

(UPDATED 8-5-22) * 
INTERSTATE 81 LANE 
WIDENING CON-
STRUCTION EXIT 141 
TO EXIT 143 – A project 
to widen the lanes on I-81 
in Roanoke in both north-
bound and southbound 
directions between Exit 
141 to Exit 143 has been 
underway. All lanes now 
open and will remain open 
through winter with peri-
odic lane closures at night 
as needed. Th e fi nal sur-
face paving and markings 
for northbound is under-
way this summer during 
nighttime hours, 8 p.m. to 
6 a.m. Drivers can expect 
rough pavement. Estimat-
ed completion date of the 
project is summer 2022.

  ( U P D A T E D 
8-5-22) * I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Traffi  c on 
northbound I-81 has been 
switched onto the newly 
constructed bridge over the 
New River at the Mont-
gomery/Pulaski County 
line. Th e old bridge is be-
ing demolished. Lane and 
shoulder closures may be 
in place near exit 105. 
Lane closure may be in ef-
fect during the week from 
8 p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder 
closures may be in eff ect 
at any time during the 
week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the 

north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 
98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will re-
main in place though the 
duration of the project. 
Project completion is esti-
mated by summer 2023.

 
·       LANE CLO-

SURES: Nighttime al-
ternating lane closures 
will be in place on I-81 
northbound between mile 
markers 104-106 from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

·       SLOW ROLLS: 
Slow rolls may be utilized 
periodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

  ( U P D A T E D 
7-29-22) * I-81 PAV-
ING OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will pave, patch and re-
pair pavement on various 
routes.  Lane closures may 
be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

(UPDATED 8-5-22) 
* I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-

mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile mark-
ers 138 to 152, right and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound 
and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

(UPDATED 8-5-
22) * I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will patch 
potholes along south-
bound and northbound 
Interstate 81. Mobile 
right and left lane closures 
will be in place and mov-
ing along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Drivers 
should watch for moving 
vehicles and equipment. 
Expect possible delays.

ROANOKE COUN-
TY

(UPDATED 8-5-22) 
* ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 

ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 
and Route 419 in Roa-
noke County at Hanging 
Rock with a roundabout 
is set to begin. Th e new 
roundabout opened to 
traffi  c on July 15. During 
the remaining construc-
tion, lane closures may be 
in place. Drivers should 
expect the following:

·       TRAFFIC IM-
PACT AUGUST 8: On 
Tuesday, August 9, traffi  c 
headed north on Route 
419 coming from exit 
141 area will need to 
make a full circle around 
the roundabout to access 
north Route 311 toward 
New Castle. Th is switch is 
only planned for one day.

·       July through No-
vember: Th e new round-
about is now open to 
traffi  c. Drivers should 
still expect nighttime lane 
closures with fl aggers be-
tween 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday 
around the roundabout 
for fi nal paving, pave-
ment marking and sign 
installation.

VDOT from page 3
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HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. 
Buy from a brand you trust. Patented 
Quick-Drain® technology. 44 hydro-
therapy jets. Lifetime warranty on tub 
and installation! FREE in-home con-
sultation at your convenience. Limited 
time offer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 1-855-
864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611
The bathroom of your dreams for as 

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P
A

R
T

S

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Human Trafficking?

NOT IF I SEE IT
If we work together to report abuse, we 
can help every single victim in Virginia. 
Be a human-traffic hero by calling #77.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS

little as $149/month! BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 

court appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.Life55p-
lus.info/vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-550-
3083 www.dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258

Garage Sale

Long Term Garage 
Sale 

Wanted to Buy

I buy all boats, 
RVs, and vehicles 

5409158757 
 CASH 

Home 
Improvements

Need a handyman?

Licensed and insured 
contractor. 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

miscellaneous

Quality Inn Radford 

KENNEL 
ASSISTANT  

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE POSTIONS
DUE TO PROMOTIONS, 

2 POSTIONS AVAILABLE
   
   

   

CALL PAUL SURRETT FOR CONFIDENTAL INTERVIEW 
540-674-5231 Office, Cell 540-818-0837

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF JOYCE 
ANN RILEY, 
DECEASED 

NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 2238 HOUSTON 
MINES ROAD, 

TROUTVILLE, VA 
24175 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Notice 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

HOUSEKEEPING 
WORKERS $1,000 

Sign on Bonus 
FLOOR CARE 
TECHNICIAN 

$1,500.00 Sign on 
Bonus 

 

Yard Sale

Huge Church Yard 
Sale

�el� Wa��ed

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 
 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Forever 
Young

Forever Young
7770 Peppers Ferry 

Boulevard
Call today at 

540-639-1986 or 
540-831-8111

RESEARCH 
YOUR OPTIONS

* Private Care
* Private Pay
* All Levels of Care  
 including Hospice
* Personal References
 Available Upon 
 Request

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY – 
ACT NOW!!

Providing 
Compassionate Care

In a Home Environment
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Craig County coaches Tommy Fisher and Brock Jones 
with, left to right, Kammie Fisher, Kallie Fisher and 
Kailyn Jones after winning the Gold Medal at the 
Commonwealth Games.

Left to right; Kailyn Jones, Kammie Fisher, Daileigh 
Donithan, Jenna Boitnotte and Kallie Fisher attended 
the Radford University camp.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
The Craig girls will have new home white and road blue 
Nike Uniforms this winter. 

Th e Craig County girls’ 
basketball players have 
had a busy and fruitful 
summer, attending several 
camps and continuing to 
improve.

Kaiylin Jones, Kammie 
Fisher, Kallie Fisher, Jenna 
Boitnotte, Maggie Mays, 
Natalie Fisher and Em-
ily Smith attended a skills 
camp at Emory & Henry. 
Th ese girls play on Craig 
teams from the middle 
school to varsity school 
levels. 

“It was a good camp for 
the girls that attended,” 
said Craig County coach 
Brock Jones. “Th ey worked 
on individual skills of ball 
handling, rebounding, de-
fense, passing and strength 
and conditioning.”

Kaylin Jones, Daileigh 
Donithan, Boitnottte and 
Kammie and Kallie Fisher 
also went to a camp at 
Radford University.

“Th at was a great camp 
for the girls that attend-
ed,” said coach Jones. 
“Mike(RU coach Mc-

Guire) is a great coach 
for Radford University 
and does such a great job 
with the program. Th e 
girls were pushed harder 
than the Emory camp. 
Th ey worked on pick and 
rolls, setting screens, ball 
handling, two-on-one fast 
breaks, rebounding, de-
fense, positioning, passing 
and learning the lifestyle 
of a Division 1 basketball 
player. I was really im-
pressed with how detailed 
and well run the camp was 
at Radford. Great experi-
ence for the kids.”

Craig girls played for 
the Gold Medal at the 
Virginia Commonwealth 
games at Liberty Univer-
sity in Lynchburg. Jones 
and Kallie and Kammie 
Fisher joined the Virginia 
Bandits 14U AAU team, 
a USSSA Sanctioned 
Group, that practices 
out of the Old Natural 
Bridge High School. Th e 
Virginia Bandits coach, 
Chad Bouchard, reached 
out to Craig coach Jones 

in May and asked if Kai-
lyn, Brock’s daughter, was 
interested in playing for 
their team.

“He saw some videos 
on Facebook and saw 
how serious we push and 
work the girls at Craig 
County with basketball,” 
said Brock. “I also invited 
Kammie and Kallie Fisher, 
my JV & Middle School 
basketball Coach Tommy 
Fisher’s oldest girls. I have 
worked with this age group 
for about three years now, 
when we started our own 
small AAU group that was 
nothing but Craig County 
girls traveling to Tennessee 
to compete. I told Tommy 
I would like for him to 
bring Kallie and Kammie 
alongside Kailyn, who is 
such a physical girl to be 
going into the 8th grade. 
Kailyn is 5’9” now and we 
have worked together on 
being physical and on post 
moves.

 “Kailyn played Co-
ed Rec. basketball this 
year and I think all the 

boys her age are scared to 
challenge her in the paint 
,” said Jones. “I am a su-
per proud dad. Watching 
her do what I loved to do 
is amazing. She has the 
same grit and grind that 
I did when I played. No 
better feeling than watch-
ing her play and being able 
to coach her.”

Th e competition at the 
Commonwealth Games 
was strong, but the Craig 
girls held their own.   

“Th e competition level 
was a little stronger, but I 
am always looking ahead 
to the future and game 
planning, scouting and 
preparing,” said Jones. 
“And Tommy may not 
know it yet, but based on 
my plans and ideas I want 
to do this year on varsity 
Kallie is going to be a huge 
asset to our team, giving 
me another strong ball 
handler. So, I was really 
looking forward to them 
going and competing 
against stronger competi-
tion.” 

FOOTBALL SCRIMMAGE SATURDAY        

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The Craig County football team opened practice last week in preparation for the coming season. Craig will have a home scrimmage against Patrick County this Saturday 
at 11 am, free to the public. 

CRAIG COUNTY GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM
USING THE SUMMER TO WORK ON SKILLS

Brock has purchased 
new Nike uniforms for 
the varsity girls, the fi rst 
time in seven years the 
girls have had new uni-
forms. Th e Rockets will 
be young, but he expects 
them to compete with 
second team all-district 
players Sara Jones and 
Lexxy Brookman return-
ing along with seniors An-
nabelle Gregory and Han-

nah Ratliff .
“We have a lot of fresh-

men moving up that could 
make varsity,” he said. 
“Th is freshman group is 
the group I started with 
two years ago coaching 
AAU, so there should be 
a great season coming up 
for girls’ basketball. I’m 
hoping that the program is 
making a shift and headed 
in the right direction.”

These Craig girls went to the Emory & Henry basketball camp.
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