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Craig County Child Care Center, Field of 
Dreams get new playground equipment 

Th ere is something 
about a playground that 
heightens kids’ excite-
ment. Combine that with 
the outdoors where they 
can get fresh air, run and 
play and even the parents’ 
level of contentment rises. 

Th e Craig County 
Child Care Center and 
the Field of Dreams re-
cently received some new 
playground equipment for 
the kids to enjoy. 

Teresa Oliver, direc-
tor of the center shared, 
“Th e Craig County Youth 
and Community Services 
Board (CCY&CS) and the 
Craig County Child Care 
Center’s governing board, 
voted to construct the 
structure as part of our 
community involvement 

to help strengthen fami-
lies and help build a stron-
ger sense of community. 
Th e grant funding was 
through funds the child-
care center received.”

Th e board helped se-
lect the equipment with a 
subcommittee of, Oliver, 
Debbie Snead and Shelby 
Crotts. 

Th e Field of Dreams 
received a play structure, 
swings, a bench and trash 
receptacle. 

Th e center received new 
belt swings and a beautiful 
new play structure for the 
school kids’ playground. 
Th eir old one was approx-
imately 20 years old. 

Th e installation sales 
representative was Eric 
White with All Recre-
ation, at 20609 Gordon 
Park Sq. Suite 190 in Ash-
burn.

Studio Refl ections celebrates fi rst year of business

There is a saying, “Beauty is 
only skin deep.” Most people know 
what that means, however when 
someone has their hair highlighted, 
or gets a new haircut, it not only 
makes them look great, but their 
perception within themselves also 
has a tendency to grow inside as 
well. 

Tracy Wilson, the owner of 
Studio Reflections shared, “My 
most favorite thing about hair is 
watching the colors come to life and 
changing the client’s perspective on 
how they view themselves! Basically, 
making them feel beautiful when 
they look in the mirror!”

On Saturday, Sept. 17, Wilson 
celebrated the one-year anniversary 

since the opening of her salon, 
Studio Reflections, by having a 
birthday bash.

She decorated it elaborately, had 
a smorgasbord of food and snacks 
and a “thank you” bag to give to 
customers which contained candies, 
a hair barrette or scrunchie, a facial 
gift and a freebie such as a free 
brow wax. 

She also invited a few small 
businesses to sell their wares during 
the event. 

Jasmine Brown with her business, 
Cowgirlaholic, had unique jewelry, 
cups, wristlets, nail covers and tote 
bags to name a few. Lindsay Hall 
was there with her business, Thrifty 
Mama. She buys clothes and resells 
them at a discounted price, meaning 
she has items that can’t be found in 
regular stores. Brittany LaTempa 
with South of the Mason Dixon 

was selling t-shirts for the season 
and flannel shirts with creative 
sayings on them.  

Teanna Sowers was there with 
her two businesses, Mary Kay and 
The Flowergirl Boutique, which is 
located in Fairlawn, both having 
items that ladies found difficult to 
pass up. 

“I love the Mary Kay products 
and how they can change your 
skin!” Sowers shared. She recently 
became a director. “My goal is to 
lead my people to be successful 
and to feel beautiful in their own 
skin. The Flowergirl tribe focuses 
on making everyone feel beautiful 
no matter their size, including sizes 
from small to 3XL, selling other 
items such as shoes and jewelry.” 

Sowers added, “Tracy and I have 

See Field of Dreams, page 3

Clothes Closet opens in Craig

Many people have been wanting a 
clothes closet in Craig County. Th e Cor-
nerstone Church – New Castle heard 
those requests and has responded. 

Th ey have taken the brick home 
beside of the church and fi lled it with 

clothing for all ages, shoes, jewelry and 
niceties to sell for a small amount. 

Each item is only $3, with a few 
exceptions of new items with tags on 
them. 

“Th ese funds are then donated to the 
Youth Department for equipment that 
will be used at the school for the new 
Adventure for teens, which starts on 

Sundays,” Rosemary Duncan shared. 
Th ey are open every Monday and 

Saturday, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
If anyone would like to donate items 

to support the cause, they may contact 
Duncan on Facebook. 

Th ey accept most all clothing of all 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The old playground equipment at the Craig County Child Care Center was 20 years old. They were happy to get 
new equipment for their kids. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Fall Home Improvement Inside This Issue!

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Tracy Kendall Wilson opened her new salon, Studio 
Reflections, one year ago, bringing creative hair 
care ideas to the county for ladies and gentlemen. 
Her clients seem to adore her work as they post their 
pictures on Facebook. She is happy to serve the Craig 
community and is now taking new clients. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Clothes Closet, page 5

See Studio Refl ections, page 2

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

The new Cornerstone Clothes Closet is open in Craig. 
Most everything is only $3, excluding a few new items 
with tags still attached. Monies are going to assist in 
a teen program. 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
There are clothes for every member of the family and all seasons. They also have a selection of shoes and coats. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. One of the four Vedas
 5. Part of (abbr.)
 8. At the peak
12. African antelope
14. Expression of satisfac-
tion
15. Yankees’ ace
16. Belittled
18. A baglike structure 
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder
20. Actress Tomei
21. Explosive
22. Formal for “on”
23. Cruelties
26. Country singer Brad
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of 
hydrogen with a metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39. 007’s creator

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

42. Emerging
44. Railroad fl are
46. Observed
47. Capable of 
reproduction
49. Indicates adjacent 
to
50. Legendary Notre 
Dame coach
51. Not wide
56. An embarrassing 
mistake
57. Pearl Jam’s debut 
album
58. Denotes passerine 
birds
59. Stumble
60. Midway between 
east and southeast
61. W. Indian trees
62. You
63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Crease
 2. “Honey” actress Jessica
 3. Broad volcanic crater
 4. Product safety watchdog
 5. Southern Colombian city
 6. Part of a church
 7. Perceptible by touch
 8. Pronounce not guilty of 
criminal charges
 9. Hairpiece
10. Variety acts
11. “Mystic River” actor 
Sean
13. Remove salt
17. Went out with
24. Type of bread
25. Popular Eagles song
26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote
28. Passports and licenses 
are two
29. No seats available

35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an 
attack on
37. The lowest cardinal 
number
38. Popular Miller beer
40. Pokes holes in
41. Closest to
42. Folk singer DiFranco
43. Rivne’s former name
44. Flat ruler
45. Lacking the means to 
do something
47. Cockatoo
48. Dred Scott decision 
deliverer
49. Explosion exclamation
52. Canadian fl yers
53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark

been friends since high school and when 
she invited me to represent both of my 
small businesses, I was all for it! I wanted 
to help celebrate her business and all of 
her success!”  

To add to the fun of the day for 
kids, Olivia Slusher brought Elsa from 
“Frozen” (Taylor Cramer) and Spider-
Man (Brandon Slusher) to take pictures 
with. However, even a few adults took 
their pictures so they could send them 
to their kids or grandkids. She also had 
free face painting and a raffle basket 
with a $75 gift certificate, which Kim 
Wolfe won. 

“It was an honor to celebrate Tracy 
and Studio Reflections ‘first’ birthday!” 
shared Slusher. “I am so proud of Tracy 
for her dedication and the love she has 
for those she serves.”

Recently, Wilson shared a little about 
herself on Facebook to let others who 
hadn’t met her or been to her business 
yet know about her services.  

“My name is Tracy! I am 21 years old, 
and I have two younger siblings who 
are like children to me. I have recently 
gotten married to my husband in May 
whom you may know as Beefhead or 
Tracy’s man (aka: Dakota). I’m also 
a dog mama to a sweet chocolate lab 
named Bailey. I enjoy being outside 
and spending time with my family and 
interacting. Also, I’m a coffee/Starbucks 
and any cow/cow-print fanatic!” she 
said. 

“Studio Reflections was introduced to 

Craig County a year ago. The business 
started in September 2021 when Covid 
was finally starting to be normal,” Wilson 
added. “I came up with the name when 
I realized you are what you put out into 
this world and that’s a reflection.”

Studio Reflections is located inside 
the door of Food Country. 

Wilson enjoys her business of doing 
hair which includes, women’s, men’s 
and children’s cuts, color, highlights, 
Balayage/custom, colors, shampoo and 
style, special occasion style, updos, brow 
wax, brow tint, bridal hair, Brazilian 
blowout and Halo extension services. 

Business hours are Tuesdays 9 a.m.–
5 p.m., Wednesdays through Fridays 
2 p.m.–8 p.m. and Saturdays are by 
appointments. Appointments can be 
made by calling (540) 580-8396. She is 
closed Sundays and Mondays. 

After a full day of celebration, Wilson 
was a happy business owner. 

She not only shared her happiness 
with the community but allowed other 
young business owners to be a part and 
grow their business as well. 

Craig County has a number of young 
entrepreneurs and hopes are that they 
can continue their successful businesses 
in our county, with more and more 
doors opening for each of them. 

“My hopes are to GROW my business 
and establish a happy clientele within 
our hometown,” Wilson shared. “Thank 
you for all your love and continued 
support! And I’m taking NEW clients!”

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING
Teanna Sowers brought her two business ventures, The Flowergirl Boutique and 
Mary Kay, to the event. 

For her one-year celebration, Wilson invited 
some of her friends who also have small 
businesses to participate and make the day 
a fun one. Pictured are, Cowgirlaholic - 
Jasmine Brown, Liv Alive Photography - Olivia 
Slusher, Studio Reflections - Tracy Wilson, 
Thrifty Mama - Lindsay Hall, South of the 
Mason Dixon - Brittany LaTempa, Elsa - 
Taylor Cramer, Spider-Man - Brandon Slusher 
and Mary Kay and The Flowergirl Boutique- 
Teanna Sowers. 

Thrifty Mama’s Lindsay Hall and South of the Mason Dixon’s Brittany LaTempa both 
had the salon packed with clothes for people to purchase.

Jasmine Brown and Olivia Slusher 
were set up outside the building. 
Slusher was taking pictures of kids 
with Spiderman and Elsa and Brown 
was selling her unique jewelry, 
cups and many other items.

Studio Refl ections from page 1

VDOT ROADWATCH
INTERSTATE 81
           
INTERSTATE 81 LANE 

WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECT EXIT 137 
TO EXIT 141 – A $179 million 
design-build project to widen 
both directions of I-81 between 
mile markers 136.6 and 141.8 
from two to three lanes is set to 
begin. Starting in February and 
continuing into the early sum-
mer, work will be performed on 
the inside and outside shoulders 
along a fi ve-mile section of both 
northbound and southbound 
Interstate 81 in Roanoke Coun-
ty and the city of Salem. Th e 
shoulders will be built up before 
barrier wall can be installed for 
road crews to work behind. Bar-
rier wall will be installed along 
the shoulders in the spring and 
summer. Two lanes of I-81 traf-
fi c in each direction will remain 
open during the project with 
periodic lane closures sched-
uled during nighttime hours or 
outside of peak travel times as 
needed.  Drivers can expect the 
following lane closures and up-
coming impacts on northbound 
and southbound I-81:

·       Nighttime lane closures 
may be in place and lane widths 
will be reduced to 11 feet.

·       From mid-March until 
mid-June, nighttime right lane 
and shoulder closures between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday

·       From mid-May to mid-
June, alternating left and right 
lane and shoulder closures dur-
ing nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 

through Th ursday

Nightly lane closures may 
be in place along the right lane 
with possible nightly ramp nar-
rows as needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

·       Northbound I-81 lane 
closures from mile marker 138 
to 142

·       Northbound I-81 exit 
and entrance ramp narrows pos-
sible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes re-
placing six bridges, widening 
two bridges, installing approxi-
mately 2.6 miles of sound barri-
er walls along northbound I-81, 
improving the southbound exit 
137 off -ramp intersection at 
Wildwood Road and adding in-
terchange lighting at exits 137, 
140 and 141 are also included in 
the project. Expected comple-
tion in early 2026. 

 
I-81 TROUTVILLE REST 

AREA CLOSURE - Th e 
Troutville Rest Area located on 
southbound Interstate 81 near 
mile marker 158 in Botetourt 
County is currently closed un-
til later in the month of Sep-
tember. Supply chain issues 
have delayed manufacture and 
delivery of metal bases for the 
new lighting poles that must 
be installed before the facility 
can be reopened. Th e Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s 
contractor Branch Civil Inc. will 
need additional time to install 
the lighting so reopening the fa-
cility needs to be postponed.

Signage indicating the closure 
is posted in the rest area. A tem-

porary concrete barrier wall will 
remain in place in front of the 
facility. Th e rest area facility, 
ramps and parking lot are closed 
to the public. Th is project will 
extend the ramp into the rest 
area by 500 feet and the ramp 
out of the rest area by 2,100 
feet. It will also include expand-
ing the truck parking area at the 
facility by about 10-13 spaces. 
Work is expected to be complet-
ed in early fall 2022.

·       REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the Troutville 
Rest Area is closed, southbound 
I-81 drivers can use the Fairfi eld 
Rest Area at mile marker 195 in 
Rockbridge County or the Rad-
ford Rest Area at mile marker 
108 in Montgomery County. In 
addition, the Troutville Weigh 
Station, located on southbound 
I-81 at mile marker 149, will 
have portable toilets and park-
ing will be temporarily available 
for commercial vehicles.

INTERSTATE 81 LANE 
WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the lanes 
on I-81 in Roanoke in both 
northbound and southbound 
directions between Exit 141 to 
Exit 143 has been underway. All 
lanes now open and will remain 
open through winter with pe-
riodic lane closures at night as 
needed. Th e fi nal surface paving 
and markings for northbound 
is underway this summer dur-
ing nighttime hours, 8 p.m. to 
6 a.m. Drivers can expect rough 
pavement. Estimated comple-
tion date of the project is sum-
mer 2022.

 
I-81 NORTHBOUND 

AT EXIT 105 NEW RIVER 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY – Traffi  c on northbound 
I-81 has been switched onto the 
newly constructed bridge over 
the New River at the Mont-
gomery/Pulaski County line. 
Th e old bridge is being demol-
ished. Lane and shoulder clo-
sures may be in place near exit 
105. Lane closure may be in 
eff ect during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures 
may be in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the north 
and southbound lanes from mile 
marker 98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per hour in 
the work zone. Shoulder closures 
will remain in place though the 
duration of the project. Project 
completion is estimated by sum-
mer 2023.

 
·       ROUTE 605: Intermit-

tent fl agging operations will be 
present on Route 605, located 
under the New River Bridge, for 
work overhead on the bridge.

·       LANE CLO-
SURES: Nighttime alternating 
lane closures will be in place on 
I-81 northbound between mile 
markers 104-106 from 7 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morning.

·       SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized periodi-
cally on both the northbound 
and southbound lanes from 
mile marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and setting 
beams.

 
I-81 PAVING OPERA-

TIONS – Weather permitting, 
crews will pave, patch and repair 
pavement on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in place 
during nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays.

·       Botetourt County: Alter-
nating lane closes on I-81 south-
bound between mile marker 
162 and 164.

·       Montgomery County: 
Lane closures in place for pav-
ing of I-81 northbound between 
mile marker 116 to 114.

·       Roanoke County: Al-
ternating lane closures on I-81 
northbound for milling and 
paving from mile marker 134.5 
to 132.4, 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS – Weather permitting, 
crews will repair bridge decks 
on Interstate 81. Between mile 
markers 138 to 152, right and 
left lane closures will be in place 
northbound and southbound 
during nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays.

 
I-81 POTHOLE PATCH-

ING OPERATIONS – Weath-
er permitting, crews will patch 
potholes along southbound and 
northbound Interstate 81. Mo-
bile right and left lane closures 
will be in place and moving 

See VDOT, page 5
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COURTESY OF CRAIG COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A new metal roof has been installed on the old Clifton’s Cash Store building on Main 
Street. It is the first phase of restoration work by Craig County Historical Society.  
The large two-story building is estimated to be 90 years old and once housed 
general stores operated by William Wagener and Clifton Elmore.  The work in this 
phase was done by contractor Robert Welch.

Upcoming public meetings in Craig County
Sept. 21

A CPMT meeting will 
be at First Baptist Church 
at 40 Boyd Avenue Sept. 
21 at 1 p.m.

Oct. 6
Th e Craig County 

Board of Supervisors will 
meet Oct. 6 at 6 p.m. at 
the Craig County Court-
house in New Castle. All 
citizens are welcome to at-
tend. 

Oct. 11
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th 

will hold a comment pe-
riod at the Craig County 

Courthouse in the break 
room from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 11.

Th e Craig County 
School Board will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Craig 
County High School au-
ditorium. 

Oct. 17
Th e New Castle Town 

Council will meet Oct. 
17 from 7-8 p.m. at the 
New Castle Town Hall at 
339 Market Street in New 
Castle.

Oct. 19
A CPMT meeting will 

be at First Baptist Church 
at 40 Boyd Avenue Oct. 
19. 

Nov. 3
Th e Craig County 

Board of Supervisors will 
meet Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. at 
the Craig County Court-
house in New Castle. All 
citizens are welcome to at-
tend. 

Nov. 8
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th 

will hold a comment pe-
riod at the Craig County 
Courthouse in the break 
room from 9-10:30 a.m. 

Nov. 8.
Th e Craig County 

School Board will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Craig 
County High School au-
ditorium. 

Nov. 16
A CPMT meeting will 

be at First Baptist Church 
at 40 Boyd Avenue Nov. 
16.

Nov. 21
Th e New Castle Town 

Council will meet Nov. 
21 from 7-8 p.m. at the 
New Castle Town Hall at 
339 Market Street in New 

Castle.

Dec. 1
Th e Craig County 

Board of Supervisors will 
meet Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. at 
the Craig County Court-
house in New Castle. All 
citizens are welcome to at-
tend. 

Dec. 13
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th 

will hold a comment pe-
riod at the Craig County 
Courthouse in the break 
room from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Dec. 13.

Th e Craig County 

School Board will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Craig 
County High School au-
ditorium. 

Dec. 19
Th e New Castle Town 

Council will meet Dec. 
19 from 7-8 p.m. at the 
New Castle Town Hall at 
339 Market Street in New 
Castle.

Dec. 21
A CPMT meeting will 

be at First Baptist Church 
at 40 Boyd Avenue Dec. 
21.

-The New Castle Record 

Virginia’s August unemployment rate decreased to 2.6%
RICHMOND — Accord-

ing to a release from the Vir-
ginia Employment Commis-
sion from last week, Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate decreased in August 
to 2.6%, which is 1 percentage 
point below the rate from a 
year ago.

According to household 
survey data in August, the la-
bor force decreased by 7,142 
to 4,346,858 as the number 
of unemployed residents de-
creased by 1,956 to 114,103. 
Th e number of employed resi-

dents dropped by 5,186 to 
4,232,755. Virginia’s seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployment rate 
continues to be below the na-
tional rate, which rose to 3.7%.

Th e commonwealth’s labor 
force participation rate edged 
lower to 63.7% in August. Th e 
labor force participation rate 
measures the proportion of the 
civilian population age 16 and 
older that is employed or ac-
tively looking for work.

Virginia’s nonagricultural 
employment, from the month-
ly establishment survey, rose 

by 16,700 jobs in August to 
4,085,300. July’s preliminary 
estimate was revised down by 
2,200, subtracting from that 
month’s job gain. In August, 
private sector employment 
increased by 7,400 jobs to 
3,361,900 while public sector 
employment climbed by 9,300 
to 723,400. Increases within 
that sector occurred in local 
government (+8,700 jobs), fed-
eral government (+300 jobs) 
and state government employ-
ment (+300 jobs).

Employment rose in eight 

of 12 major industry sectors, 
was unchanged in one, and de-
clined in two. Th e largest job 
gain during August occurred 
in government employment, 
with an increase of 9,300 jobs 
to 723,400. Th e second largest 
increase occurred in miscella-
neous (+2,400 jobs) to 188,000. 
Education and health services 
was third, with a gain of 2,100 
jobs, rising to 568,600. Other 
increases included professional 
and business services (+1,900 
jobs) to 795,100, manufactur-
ing (+1,600 jobs) to 239,400, 

trade, transportation, and utili-
ties (+1,600 jobs) to 670,900, 
construction (+700 jobs) to 
205,800, and information 
(+400 jobs) to 70,400. Mining 
and Logging was unchanged at 
7,500. Th e largest job loss dur-
ing August occurred in leisure 
and hospitality (-2,400 jobs) 
to 410,300. Th e second largest 
decrease occurred in fi nance, 
with a decrease of 900 jobs to 
205,900.

-The New Castle Record  

“Th e staff  and children 
are all super excited to have 
a new place to take the 
kids to play this year,” Oli-
ver shared. “As well school 
kids are super hyped about 
their new playground at 
the center.” 

Having the playground 
area at the Field of Dreams 
will also allow parents that 
go to watch older children 
play ball while younger 
children are able to safely 
play.

Oliver added that since 
COVID-19, they have all 
learned the importance of 
being able to get outside 
and play. 

“Th is will allow another 
great opportunity for our 
community to have an ex-
ceptional play area,” Oli-
ver said. “With more and 
more children using more 
electronics and gaming de-
vices, our hope is that this 
will encourage them to get 
active and outside.”  PHOTO BY PAM DUDDINGThe Field of Dreams now has a nice play area for younger kids to play while their older siblings are playing ball. 

Field of Dreams from page 1

New roof installed
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When asked recently by NBC 
News whether the border is se-
cure, Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, the Biden Administration’s 
“border czar,” said, “We have a 
secure border in that that is a pri-
ority for any nation.”

Th e Vice President’s confus-
ing syntax aside, the only answer 
to the question “Is the border se-
cure?” right now must be “No.”

A secure border would not 
be setting records for daily en-
counters of illegal immigrants, 
but the Washington Free Bea-
con reported on September 15 
that internal U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) docu-
ments indicate about 8,000 illegal 
immigrant encounters are taking 
place at the border each day, the 
highest daily number in our his-
tory.

If the border were secure, we 
would not hear howling when 
governors on the southern border 
send a few busloads of illegal im-
migrants to areas that commonly 
vote for the politicians that op-

pose fully securing the border.
Sustained high daily num-

bers of encounters, just the latest 
negative record set at the border 
under the Biden Administration, 
mock the idea that the border is 
anything close to secure. Border 
Patrol agents cannot adequately 
respond to the situation. Th e as-
tounding numbers of illegal im-
migrants at the border, many of 
whom are eventually released into 
our country, also signal to others 
contemplating unlawful entry 
that they can make the attempt 
without having to worry about 
legal consequences.

An uncontrolled border also 
off ers plenty of opportunities for 
criminals or other unscrupulous 
actors to gain. Cartels traffi  c peo-
ple across the border with little re-
gard for the illegal immigrants in 
their charge and smuggle drugs 
that make their way to communi-
ties across the country, including 
some in Virginia’s Ninth Congres-
sional District.

Utter incompetence and mis-

management allow some of these 
unscrupulous actors to cash in 
with American taxpayer dollars.

Illegal immigrant minors who 
are caught crossing the border are 
detained and housed while the 
Federal Government seeks spon-
sors in our country to take them 
into custody. Th e government 
often contracts with nongovern-
mental organizations to provide 
these services, but recent arrests 
and indictments suggest the gov-
ernment cannot always fi nd trust-
worthy partners.

At the beginning of September, 
the CEO of International Educa-
tion Services, a contractor provid-
ing temporary shelter and other 
services for unaccompanied alien 
minors, was indicted by a federal 

grand jury on embezzlement and 
theft charges.

News reports on the indict-
ment report that International 
Education Services received al-
most all its funding through fed-
eral grants. Th e indictment alleges 
that the CEO, Ruben Gallegos 
Jr., used grant money to pay to 
himself and other individuals 
salaries hundreds of thousands 
of dollars above a cap imposed 
by federal regulations. While the 
cap was $187,000, Mr. Gallegos 
in four separate years paid himself 
salaries ranging from $435,417 
to $492,002. He also used grant 
money to lease properties from 
himself at excessive rates.

While the Biden Administra-
tion’s chosen leaders for DHS 
have created many of the prob-
lems along the border, responsi-
bility for unaccompanied alien 
minors falls under the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Offi  ce of Refu-
gee Resettlement (ORR). Th is 
agency comes under the congres-
sional oversight jurisdiction of the 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, on which I serve.

From trips to the border and 
oversight work, I have noticed 

problems myself with how ORR 
vets the people it gives the minors 
to for care. To match these minors 
with family members already in 
the country, I found that ORR 
relies on common background 
search websites that often turn up 
incorrect or incomplete informa-
tion, instead of a full-blown crim-
inal background check.

To be clear, these minors 
should not come here illegally, 
but if we are going to allow them 
here and claim to be looking out 
for them, ORR should not com-
pound the damage by potentially 
matching them with people who 
have not been properly vetted.

If in the future I were hon-
ored to serve as the Chairman of 
the Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee of Energy and 
Commerce, I would strive to hold 
HHS leadership accountable on 
how it performs its duties at the 
border.

Of course, the best way to avoid 
problems with placing illegal im-
migrants is securing the border. 
As long as the Biden Adminis-
tration avoids taking this action, 
it is responsible for the legal and 
humanitarian disaster that results.
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Border problems continue
Morgan 
Griffi th
Representative

Health districts encourage fl u vaccines
age of 6 months. This 
is especially important 
for women who will be 
pregnant during the flu 
season, persons with 
chronic diseases or im-
munosuppressive dis-
orders, and residents of 
assisted living or long-
term care facilities.

How is influenza 
spread?

The primary mode 
of influenza transmis-
sion is through large, 
virus-laden respiratory 
particles called droplets. 
When an infected per-
son coughs or sneezes, 
they generate droplets 
that can travel up to 
6 feet or more. When 
someone near the in-
fected person breathes 
the droplets in, they can 
settle on the mucous 
surfaces of the upper 
respiratory tract, which 
can lead to infection. 

What are some of the 
complications of the 
flu?

Most people who de-
velop influenza recover 
without any complica-
tions. However, the el-
derly, young children, 
and individuals with 
underlying medical con-
ditions such as chronic 
heart or lung disease or 
diabetes are more sus-
ceptible to more serious 
complications. These 
complications can in-
clude pneumonia and 
the worsening of un-
derlying medical condi-
tions.

What are the best 
ways to prevent the flu?

Seasonal influenza 
infection is prevent-
able. Annual vaccina-
tion against influenza is 
the best way to protect 
against serious illness. 

We are often asked, 
“Can I get influenza 
from getting a flu shot?” 
The answer is “No,” the 
flu shot does not cause 
the flu. The influenza 
viruses contained in a 

flu shot are inactivated 
(killed), which means 
they cannot cause in-
fection. Flu vaccine 
manufacturers kill the 
viruses used in the vac-
cine-making process, 
and batches of flu vac-
cine are tested to make 
sure they are safe.

Some additional 
steps you can take to 
prevent the flu include:

Wash hands often 
with soap and water or 
an alcohol-based hand 
rub.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, or mouth. 
Germs and viruses that 
cause illness can be 
spread this way.

Cover your nose 
and mouth with a tis-
sue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw the tissue 
in the trash afterwards, 
and wash your hands. 

If you are sick with 
a flu-like illness, stay 
home for at least 48 
hours after your last 

fever without the use 
of fever-reducing medi-
cine. 

Find more tips at cdc.
gov/flu/ consumer/pre-
vention.htm. 

Influenza vaccines 
are very safe. Each year 
tens of millions of doses 
of vaccine are used in 
the United States and 
extensive surveillance 
confirms vaccine safety. 
In the U.S., because flu 
activity typically peaks 
between December and 
February, September 
and October are the 
best times to get vacci-
nated. Ideally, everyone 
should be vaccinated 
by the end of October, 
however; even after Oc-
tober, vaccination is still 
recommended because 
significant flu activity 
can continue into the 
late spring.

-Roanoke City & 
Alleghany Health Districts

Influenza (the “flu”) 
is a common, often mis-
erable, and sometimes 
very serious illness. 
The symptoms of clas-
sic influenza include the 
abrupt onset of fever, 
sore throat, headache, 
cough, muscle aches, 
and fatigue. Every year, 
influenza kills between 

12,000 and 50,000 peo-
ple in the United States.

Influenza viruses are 
constantly changing, 
but what doesn’t change 
is that flu shots are the 
best tool we have to 
combat influenza. An-
nual flu vaccination is 
recommended for ev-
eryone older than the 
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Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Five ways to support your library
Read….Share….Join….En-

ter….Shop
Read everything! Books, 

magazines, articles online, 
newspapers. Become a biblio-
phile! Enjoy the smell of old 
books and appreciate the feel 
of a book in your hands. Flying 
somewhere? Th e perfect way to 
social distance is to “stick your 
nose in a book” as they say. Go-
ing to the beach? Take a paper-
back which won’t be damaged 
(much) by the sand and the 
wind and water. Read to your 
babies! Th is has been shown 
time and time again to boost 
language skills, imagination 
and learning. 

Share a book by passing a 
favorite on to a friend. When 
you browse the book barn and 

see a book on a subject that a 
friend would surely like, buy 
it for them! Even if they never 
get around to reading it, they 
know you were thinking of 
them. Share your favorite reads 
by writing a review for the li-
brary corner with your honest 
opinion. Share used books with 
libraries. A large donation was 
just given to fl ooded library 
facilities in Kentucky. Did you 
know that the Western VA Cor-
rectional Facility has a library? 
Th ey appreciate our donations 
of paperbacks for the inmates 
to read. 

Join the library as an offi  cial 
Friend of the Library. It shows 
us that you care and want to 
help. Our membership num-
bers tell our county offi  cials 

that the library is an integral 
part of the community. It’s 
only $5 for individuals. If you 
have a local business, you can 
get a business membership for 
only $20. Th ank you for those 
memberships. Join a committee 
and help in the programs of the 
library. You can join the library 
board of trustees by being a 
Friend and being elected to the 
board at the annual meeting in 
May. Join the book club and 

make some new friends with 
whom you can discuss your 
bibliophilic tendencies. Books 
are a great way to get connected 
with others the old-fashioned 
way.

Enter the raffl  es and draw-
ings and contests the library of-
fers. You help the library with 
your tickets and could win a 
prize. Th ere are business raffl  es 
for certifi cates locally, there 
is a lovely outdoor bench be-
ing currently raffl  ed and also a 
weekend at our local Country 
Campground.  

Shop and get free money for 
the library. It costs you noth-
ing at all. Every little bit helps. 
Shop at Amazon? Shop via Am-
azon Smile and list CCPL as 
your charity. It’s the same Ama-

zon and we get a small percent-
age of every purchase. Shop at 
Kroger? Sign up with CCPL as 
your community charity with 
Kroger Community rewards. 
Every time you use that Kroger 
card, a small percentage of your 
purchase goes to the library. 
Th e library depends on these 
small trickles of funds to keep 
our operations going. If every 
reader today signed up for these 
two programs, we would have 
a river of funds and could do 
more for the community.

Th e Craig County Public Li-
brary strives to empower indi-
viduals to build a stronger com-
munity. Our tag line is “Get 
Connected.” Your help and 
participation mean so much. 
Th ank you!

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

By Marge Lewter

ages, and all seasons. 
One lady shared that she found a lined jean 

jacket for her nephew and a pair of camoufl age 
thinsolated boots for her husband. “Th ey were 
both very happy with the super nice clothes 
and I loved the great deals!” she said. “I would 
have paid almost $100 for the boots at a store 
and probably $25 for the jacket.”

Th eir goal is to serve the community in 
two ways – help people by providing clothes 

at a discounted price while supporting a new 
teen program at the school. 

People often post questions on Facebook, 
asking where they can donate their clothes lo-
cally. Now they have a place to do so. 

“We are greatly appreciative of all the 
people who have donated so far to help us 
get started,” Duncan said. “We already have 
almost three rooms fi lled with selections for 
families to shop in.” 

Clothes Closet from page 1

along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

 
INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –On 
Route 11 (Williamson 
Road) drivers can expect 
intermittent and alternat-
ing lane closures between 
the intersections with 
Rutherford Avenue and 
Wells Avenue. Intermit-
tent daytime and night-
time lane closures between 
the intersections above 
might be required, and 
will be in place utilizing 
fl agging operations. Any 
impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Th e project is 
expected to be complete at 
the fall 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
A left lane closure will 

be in place on northbound 
and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, 
Monday at 7 a.m. through 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 
p.m.

A left and center lane 
closure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Saturday at 5 
p.m. through Sunday at 2 
p.m.   

A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between 
the intersections of Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

Nighttime left lane clo-
sures for both the north-
bound and southbound 
directions of Route 11 are 
possible between the inter-
sections referenced above.

 
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

 
I-581/220 LANE & 

RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN ROANOKE 
COUNTY– Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
milling and paving along 
Interstate 81. Right and 
left lane closures will be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours. 
Drivers should expect pos-
sible delays.

 
I-581 BRIDGE RE-

PAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
581. Right, center and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 10 p.m. to 6 

a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays. Scheduled 
traffi  c impacts include:

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 northbound 
from Orange Avenue to 
Valley View Boulevard 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 from Valley View 
Boulevard to Orange Ave-
nue from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Flagging opera-
tions may be in place on 
Liberty Road NW from 
Lukens Street NE to Hunt 
Avenue NW from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

 
ROANOKE CITY
 
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project 
to improve a portion of 
13th Street SE in Roanoke 
is underway. Located in a 
residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown Ro-
anoke, this project will im-
prove traffi  c fl ow and con-
nectivity along 13th Street 
SE from Tazewell Avenue 
to Norfolk Avenue. Th e 
project entails recon-
structing about 0.2-mile 
of 13th Street as an im-
proved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide 
travel lane and a raised 
median. A new roadway 
will extend 13th Street to 
Norfolk Avenue and the 
intersection at 13th Street 
and Wise Avenue will be 
reconfi gured to include a 
roundabout. Bike lanes, 

sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will 
also be added. South-
bound 13th Street traffi  c 
has a detour in place us-
ing Norfolk Avenue onto 
12th Street to Tazewell 
Avenue. Th is detour will 
be in place throughout 
the duration of this proj-
ect. Signs will be posted to 
designate the detour route. 
Northbound 13th Street 
will remain open to traf-
fi c. Flaggers may be pos-
sible and the speed limit 
through the work zone 
is 25 mph. Th e project is 
expected to be completed 
in summer 2023.

 
SURFACE TREAT-

MENT OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will begin 
surface treatment opera-
tions on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays. Th e road surface 
may be rough for a several 
weeks after surface treat-
ment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road sur-
face will be brushed and 
return to a more smooth 
surface.

 
ROANOKE COUN-

TY

ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 

and Route 419 in Roa-
noke County at Hanging 
Rock with a roundabout 
is set to begin. Th e new 
roundabout opened to 
traffi  c on July 15. During 
the remaining construc-
tion, lane closures may be 
in place. Drivers should 
expect the following:

·       PAVING: Paving is 
underway until complete. 
Drivers should expect lane 
closures and fl agging op-
erations during nighttime 
hours, 7:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning.

·       July through No-
vember: Th e new round-
about is now open to 
traffi  c. Drivers should 
still expect nighttime lane 
closures with fl aggers be-
tween 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday 
around the roundabout 
for fi nal paving, pavement 
marking and sign installa-
tion.

ROUTE 628 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Beginning April 11, 
2022, Route 628 (Green-
ridge Road) will undergo 
a culvert replacement 
located .25 miles east of 
the road’s entrance from 
Route 780 (Cove Road). 
Both lanes are open to 
traffi  c with fl agging op-
erations in place through 
the end of the project. Ex-
pected completion is Oc-
tober 2022.  

ROUTE 760 (DIU-

GUIDS LANE) BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT & 
DETOUR – A project 
to replace the Route 760 
(Diuguids Lane) bridge 
over the Roanoke River 
is underway. Th e bridge 
is located at the Salem 
city limits near Route 
760’s intersection with 
Route 639 (West River-
side Drive). Th e detour 
has been removed and 
the bridge is now open 
to traffi  c. Typical work 
hours are expected to be 
Monday through Satur-
day during daytime hours 
with occasional work on 
Sunday. Flagging opera-
tions may be in place pe-
riodically and occasional 
night work is possible. 
Drivers can expect short-
term lane closures with 
fl aggers controlling traffi  c 
on West Riverside Drive 
periodically. Access to 
Green Hill Park, private 
entrances and businesses 
will be maintained at all 
times. Completion is ex-
pected winter 2022.

·       Flagging opera-
tions in place through the 
end of September, Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., on southbound 
Diuguids lane as well as 
the intersection of Har-
borwood Road/W River-
side Drive. A right lane 
closure northbound may 
also be in place, Monday 
through Friday. 

VDOT from page 2
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STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P
A

R
T

S

STATEWIDE  ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

American Standard Walk-In 
Tubs. Buy from a brand you 
trust. Patented Quick-Drain® 
technology. 44 hydrotherapy 
jets. Lifetime warranty on 
tub and installation! FREE 
in-home consultation at your 
convenience. Limited time of-
fer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 
1-855-864-5500

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power dur-
ing utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Sen-
ior & Military Discounts Availa-
ble. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job list-
ings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reach-
ing potential candidates. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

STATEWIDE  ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Help Wanted

Newspaper 
Delivery Driver 

 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

 
Job Opening: 
The Craig New 
Castle Public 

Service Authority

 
COMBINATION 
TECHNICIAN 
PEMBROKE 
TELEPHONE  

COOPERATIVE 

Auction

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

ABC NOTICE 

 Public Auction 

Help Wanted

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

General 
Information

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-610

Wilmington 
Savings Fund FSB, et al v. 
Andrew L. Lawson, et al. 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF 
NANCY LEE LlPES 

NICELY, 
DECEASED 

NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Salem

 
 

 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL  

EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES WITH 

OPERATOR  
SIGNUP 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ONLINE ONLY 
AUCTION 

�n�in�
Auction SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.

Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

BOTETOURT 
MULCH AND 

LANDSCAPING
Mon. to Fri. 9am - 4pm Sat. 9am - 2pm

540-473-1229  

Corner of Route 220S and 
Herndon Street, Fincastle

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Jenna Boitnotte sets the ball.

ROCKETS WILL PICK UP 
FORFEIT WIN THIS WEEK        

Th e Craig County football team will 
pick up a forfeit win this week against 
Twin Valley as the Panthers have can-
celled the rest of their season due to 
lack of numbers.

Th is was supposed to be Craig’s sec-
ond home game of the season. Th ey 
opened with a win over Bland County, 
but since then Bland has also cancelled 
the rest of its season. On the second 
scheduled week Craig could not play 
at Auburn due to lack of numbers and 
the following week was the Rockets’ bye 
week. So, this will be the fi fth week of 
high school football and Craig County 
will have played just two games.

Th e Rockets lost to Twin Valley last 
year in Oakwood, 40-16. Th e Panthers 
played just one game this year before 
bowing out of the remainder of the 
season. Th e opened with a 44-14 loss 
to Montcalm, a team Craig played last 
week. Th e Generals scratched out a 
12-6 win over Craig in Montcalm last 
Friday to improve to 4-0.

“A tough loss,” said Craig coach Jim-
my Fisher. “Montcalm has their best 
team ever but we still should have won 
the game. We could not match their 
energy level in the fi rst half and they 
jumped on us pretty quick. I know the 
crowd was upset at the offi  ciating(Craig 
had 150 yards in penalties), and it 
could have been better, but it was a lack 
of execution by our team and a lack 

of preparation by me that cost us the 
game.”

Th e Rockets have a very young team 
this year and that showed up against the 
more experienced Generals.

“We are young and inexperienced at 
most positions,” said Fisher. “We have 
had to make so many position changes 
and scheme changes that we are behind 
where we should be at this point in the 
season. We had an off ensive starter quit 
and then a defensive starter suff ered 
a broken ankle in practice last week. 
We are down those two more kids for 
the rest of the season. We currently 
have two two-way starters banged up 
from Friday and are uncertain of their 
availability for next week’s road trip to 
Mountain View High School.”

At Montcalm Zachary Peters leading 
the way with 92 rushing yards. Peters 
also threw for 121 yards. Bryce Drake 
had 59 yards receiving and Craig un-
covered a new weapon in Jaycob Wolfe, 
who made several contested receptions 
for 62 yards and the Rockets’ lone TD.

“Defensively, we struggled early but 
got some things fi gured out the second 
half and were able to keep Montcalm 
scoreless the second half,” said Fisher. 
“We have to put four quarters together.”

With the forfeit this week the Rock-
ets’ record will be 2-1. Th e next sched-
uled game is September 30 at Mont-
calm.

The Craig County defense shut out Montcalm in the second half last Friday.

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN
The Rockets huddle up with coach Jim Fisher during a timeout at a recent game.

ROCKETS LOOKING FOR 
FIRST VOLLEYBALL WIN     

The Craig County 
volleyball team will be 
home tonight look-
ing for their first win. 
The jayvees and varsity 
will host North Cross, 
with the jayvees kicking 

things off at 5:30 pm.
The Rockets lost a 

close match to North 
Cross the first time they 
played, in Roanoke, 
with two sets going to 
25-23. Craig was home 

to Narrows on Tuesday 
but results were too late 
for publication.

The Rockets dropped 
two more matches last 
week to fall to 0-9 on 
the season. 

Motor Mile Speedway crowns track champions in four divisions 
After a rainout the previ-

ous Saturday, Motor Mile 
Speedway hosted its Weekly 
Racing Series last Friday eve-
ning, September 16th. 

It was championship 
night for the Late Model 
Stock Cars, Mod-4’s, U-
Cars and Pure 4’s. And, 
because it was Friday night, 
Motor Mile had a few extra 
Late Model drivers on hand 
including two who are the 
fi nalists for NATIONAL 
champion in Late Model, 
Peyton Sellers and Layne 
Riggs.

Sellers came to “collect 
trophies” as he said after 
winning both 50 lap late 
model races. Riggs dropped 
back to 8th in the fi rst race 
so that he would start the 
second race in fi rst place, 
following the inversion of 
the top 8 fi nishers in race 
one. Th en in the second 
race, the car count dropped 
below the minimum for the 
winner to get bonus points, 
so Riggs just dropped out to 

save his car for Champion-
ship Night on Saturday at 
Dominion Speedway. 

Sellers chose to stay out 
and win the second race. 
Sellers had switched to his 
teammate’s car, number 0, 
which seemed to be han-
dling the track better. Sellers 
and Riggs would move on 
to the fi nal race at Domin-
ion Speedway on Saturday, 
where Sellers would win the 
fi rst race. 

Th e spotlight was on the 
local drivers competing to 
be track champion for Late 
Model, and it was Kyle 
Dudley who would prevail. 
Dudley and Craig County’s 
Mike Looney had come into 
the night only fi ve points 
apart. Th ey battled, as they 
have all season, for many 
laps until they got together 
in race one, resulting in Loo-
ney having a tire go down 
causing body damage to the 
car. He would not even run 
the second race after going 
out on the fi rst few laps. 

Dudley celebrated with 
a couple donuts in turn one 
concluding the races. It was 
a cap on a season for Late 
Model that saw Dudley and 
Looney dominating the sea-
son in Victory Lane.

Kevin Canter was 
crowned champion after 
winning both Mod-4 races, 
Jamie Lafon is the champ 
for U-Cars in spite of Kirby 
Shipman winning both rac-
es, and William Hale won 
the championship for the 
Pure 4 division.

While their champion-
ship night is still to come, 
the Sportsman and Super 
Streets both had a single race 
on Friday. South Boston 
Speedway Limited Sports-
man champion Kyle Barnes 
returned to Motor Mile and 
was the winner in Sports-
man, and Brent Bell held 
off  a hard charge from Hank 
Turman to win for Super 
Streets.

On October 1st Mo-
tor Mile will welcome the 

Smart Modifi ed Tour for 
“Smartoberfest Champion-
ship Night.” Th e fastest cars 
that have ever run at Motor 

Mile, the Smart Modifi ed 
Tour, will have a 99-lap race, 
plus twin 30 lap races for 
sportsman, and twin 25 lap 

features for Super Streets. 
Both local divisions will fi nd 
out their track champion 
that night. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kyle Dudley edged Craig County’s Mike Looney for the Shelor Motor Mile Late 
Model championship after Mike blew a tire.

Randalyn Taylor (#13) puts up a block at the net.

Erin Snider serves one up against East 
Mont.

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
Maggie Mays digs one out against the 
Mustangs.
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