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Bethel United Methodist Church 
hosted bazaar on October 19

Cougar peewee team is undefeated 

High school students 
ask community to 
attend homecoming 
game on Oct. 21

COURTESY PHOTO
Craig County High School will be having its homecoming 
football game this Friday, Oct. 21 at 7 p.m. Students 
are encouraging the community to attend and support 
the team and students.

Halloween trick-or-
treat places in Craig

This Halloween, 
many people in Craig 
will try to provide a fun 
and safe event for local 
kids.

This year there are 
several who have already 
set the dates and times 
for their events. 

Oct. 29: 
Level Green Chris-

tian Church – 3-5 p.m. 
There will be fun, games 

and trunk or treat. 
Oct. 31:
Craig Valley Baptist 

Church – 6-8 p.m. The 
church will also be giv-
ing away free hot cocoa, 
cider and coffee and 
snacks as well as their 
trunk or treat. 

Cornerstone Church 
New Castle – Hallow 
Harvest – 5-8 p.m. Can-
dy treats, games, food, 
and fun activities will be 
at the picnic shelter. 

Lighthouse Baptist – 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Bethel United Methodist Church was rained out last week but had its bazaar on Saturday, with lots of 
handmade items for gifts or oneself, yard sale items and sweets. The library was also giving away books. 

COURTESY PHOTO
This year’s Cougar peewee team practiced hard and took the championship and became undefeated for their 
season. The last game was close, but they pulled it out like pros. Pictured: Coaches Derek Persinger, Matt 
Wilson, Jerod Deel, Michael Webb and Josh Ouellette, Brayden Slusher, Emmett Crawford, Landon Wilson, 
Brantley Wyrick, Lucas Klotter, Mason Ouellette, Andrew Webb, Connor Wolfe, Silas All, Ethan Cassell, 
Cooper and in the front row is Michael Tickle, Cooper Rose, Layden Taylor and Ryne Crowder. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Craig County students 
are encouraging the com-
munity to join them at 
their homecoming foot-
ball game this Friday, Oct. 
21 at 7 p.m. 

“Bring your bells, your 
pompoms and your shouts 
for our team!” they shared. 
“Dress in your Rocket 
blues and let’s make it a 

game to remember!” 
Th e homecoming game 

will be against the Bath 
County Chargers. 

Th e homecoming court 
will be presented at half-
time where the king and 
queen will be crowned. 

Also, Craig County 
High School will have 
spirit week activities every 
day, including class com-
petitions and a special pep 
rally on Friday: Monday 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING 
Halloween decorations are already all over Craig 
County yards. This decorated house was pictured in 
2019. The kids will have fun this year, at homes as 
well as many churches who are hosting their trunk 
or treats. 

See Homecoming Game, page 4See Cougars, page 3

See Halloween, page 5

With the game 19-18, Andrew Webb, #59, stopped Alleghany’s extra point attempt. Cougars went on to win 
19-18.

PHOTOS BY MIRANDA WEBBEthan Cassell recovers a fumble for the Cougars.
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INTERSTATE 81 LANE WIDEN-
ING CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
EXIT 137 TO EXIT 141 – A $179 mil-
lion design-build project to widen both 
directions of I-81 between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from two to three lanes 
is set to begin. Starting in February and 
continuing into the early summer, work 
will be performed on the inside and outside 
shoulders along a fi ve-mile section of both 
northbound and southbound Interstate 81 
in Roanoke County and the city of Salem. 
Th e shoulders will be built up before barrier 
wall can be installed for road crews to work 
behind. Barrier wall will be installed along 
the shoulders in the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traffi  c in each direction 
will remain open during the project with 
periodic lane closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or outside of peak travel 
times as needed.  Drivers can expect the fol-
lowing lane closures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and southbound I-81:

·  RAMP CLOSURES: Ramp closures 
at exit 137 are possible during nighttime 
hours, 12 a.m., to 5 a.m. Drivers should 
watch for message boards dates and times 
the ramp will be closed.

·  LANE CLOSURES: Alternating left 
and right lane and shoulder closures dur-
ing nighttime hours between 8 p.m. and 
6 a.m., Sunday through Th ursday, are pos-
sible. Lane widths will be reduced to 11 
feet. Northbound lane closures from I-81 
mile marker 136 to 141. Southbound Lane 
closures from I-81 mile marker 141 to 136.

Nightly lane closures may be in place 
along the right lane with possible nightly 
ramp narrows as needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

·  Northbound I-81 lane closures from 
mile marker 138 to 142

·  Northbound I-81 exit and entrance 
ramp narrows possible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes replacing six 
bridges, widening two bridges, installing 
approximately 2.6 miles of sound barrier 
walls along northbound I-81, improving 
the southbound exit 137 off -ramp intersec-
tion at Wildwood Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 137, 140 and 141 
are also included in the project. Expected 
completion in early 2026. 

(UPDATED 10-14-22) * 
I-81 TROUTVILLE REST AREA CLO-
SURE - Th e Troutville Rest Area located on 
southbound Interstate 81 near mile marker 
158 in Botetourt County is will remain 
closed until before Th anksgiving to support 
holiday travel. Th e opening scheduled for 
the end of September has been rescheduled 
due to the contractor encountering chal-
lenges with a slope on the project.

Signage indicating the closure is posted 
in the rest area. A temporary concrete bar-
rier wall will remain in place in front of the 
facility. Th e rest area facility, ramps and 
parking lot are closed to the public. Th is 
project will extend the ramp into the rest 
area by 500 feet and the ramp out of the rest 
area by 2,100 feet. It will also include ex-
panding the truck parking area at the facil-
ity by about 10-13 spaces. Work is expected 
to be completed in before Th anksgiving to 
support holiday travel.

·  REST AREA OPTIONS: While the 
Troutville Rest Area is closed, southbound 
I-81 drivers can use the Fairfi eld Rest Area 
at mile marker 195 in Rockbridge County 
or the Radford Rest Area at mile marker 
108 in Montgomery County. In addition, 
the Troutville Weigh Station, located on 
southbound I-81 at mile marker 149, will 
have portable toilets and parking will be 
temporarily available for commercial ve-
hicles.

I-81 NORTHBOUND AT EXIT 
105 NEW RIVER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY – Traffi  c on northbound I-81 has been 
switched onto the newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at the Montgomery/
Pulaski County line. Th e old bridge is be-
ing demolished. Lane and shoulder closures 
may be in place near exit 105. Lane closure 
may be in eff ect during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures may be 
in eff ect at any time during the week. Slow 
rolls may be performed on I-81 in the north 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 98 
to 109. Speed limit is reduced to 60 miles 
per hour in the work zone. Shoulder clo-
sures will remain in place though the du-
ration of the project. Project completion is 
estimated by summer 2023.

·  SLOW ROLLS SCHEDULED: A 
slow roll operation will be in place daily be-
ginning on Monday, October 17 through 
Friday, October 21, between mile marker 
101 and 105 northbound and between 
mile marker 109 and 105 southbound, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 12 p.m.

·  ROUTE 605: Intermittent fl agging 
operations will be present on Route 605, 
located under the New River Bridge, for 
work overhead on the bridge.

·  LANE CLOSURES: Nighttime al-
ternating lane closures will be in place on 
I-81 northbound between mile markers 
104-106 from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

·  SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls may be uti-
lized periodically on both the northbound 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 
98-109 for structural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

I-81 PAVING OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays.

·  Botetourt County: Left lane closes on 
I-81 northbound between mile marker 147 
and 149.

·  Montgomery County: Right lane 
closures in place for paving of I-81 south-
bound between mile marker 130 to 128.

·  Pulaski County: Right lane closures 
in place for paving of I-81 northbound be-
tween mile marker 102 to 104.

·  Roanoke County: Alternating lane clo-
sures on I-81 northbound for milling and 
paving from mile marker 134.5 to 132.4, 
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following morning. 
Periodically, exit 132 northbound may be 
closed. Message boards will notify drivers.

·  Roanoke County: Th e exit 141 on-
ramp on southbound I-81 may periodically 
be closed. Message boards will notify driv-
ers.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK REPAIRS 
– Weather permitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 81. Between 
mile markers 138 to 152, right and left 
lane closures will be in place northbound 
and southbound during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE PATCHING OP-
ERATIONS – Weather permitting, crews 
will patch potholes along southbound and 
northbound Interstate 81. Mobile right and 
left lane closures will be in place and mov-
ing along northbound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles and equipment. 
Expect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581

ROUTE 581 BRIDGE WORK OVER 
WILLIAMSON ROAD –On Route 11 
(Williamson Road) drivers can expect in-
termittent and alternating lane closures 
between the intersections with Ruther-
ford Avenue and Wells Avenue. Intermit-
tent daytime and nighttime lane closures 
between the intersections above might be 
required, and will be in place utilizing fl ag-
ging operations. Any impacts to I-581 will 
be minimal. Th e project is expected to be 
complete at the December 2022.

·  LANE CLOSURES:
o   A left lane closure will be in place 

on northbound and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, Monday at 7 a.m. 
through Wednesday at 7 p.m.

o   A right lane closure will be in place 
on northbound and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 p.m.

o   A left and center lane closure will be 
in place on northbound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 0-1, Saturday at 5 
p.m. through Sunday at 2 p.m.   

·  A right lane closure may be in place 
on Route 11 northbound between the in-
tersections of Rutherford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

·  Nighttime left lane closures for both 
the northbound and southbound directions 
of Route 11 are possible between the inter-
sections referenced above.

I-581/220 EXPRESSWAY PAVING 
OPERATIONS – Weather permitting, 
crews will pave, patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect possible delays.

I-581/220 LANE & RAMP CLO-
SURES FOR PAVING AND MAINTE-
NANCE OPERATIONS IN ROANOKE 
COUNTY– Weather permitting, crews 
will be milling and paving along Interstate 
81. Right and left lane closures will be in 
place along northbound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime hours. Drivers 
should expect possible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE REPAIRS – Weather 
permitting, crews will repair bridge decks 
on Interstate 581. Right, center and left 
lane closures will be in place northbound 
and southbound during nighttime hours, 
10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for signs and expect 
possible delays. Scheduled traffi  c impacts 
include:

·  Left or right lane closures may be in 
place on I-581 northbound from Orange 
Avenue to Valley View Boulevard from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·  Left or right lane closures may be in 
place on I-581 from Valley View Boulevard 
to Orange Avenue from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·  Flagging operations may be in place on 
Liberty Road NW from Lukens Street NE 
to Hunt Avenue NW from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

I-581 PAVING OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays.

ROANOKE COUNTY
ROUTE  AND ROUTE  

ROUNDABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project to replace the 
signalized intersection of Route 311 and 
Route 419 in Roanoke County at Hang-
ing Rock with a roundabout is set to be-
gin. Th e new roundabout is currently open 
to traffi  c. During the remaining construc-
tion, lane closures may be in place. Drivers 
should expect the following:

·  PAVING: Paving is underway until 
complete. Drivers should expect lane clo-
sures and fl agging operations during night-
time hours, 7:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

·  July through November: Th e new 
roundabout is now open to traffi  c. Driv-
ers should still expect nighttime lane clo-
sures with fl aggers between 9 p.m. and 6 
a.m., Sunday through Th ursday around 
the roundabout for fi nal paving, pavement 
marking and sign installation.

ROUTE 628 CULVERT REPLACE-
MENT – Beginning April 11, 2022, Route 
628 (Greenridge Road) will undergo a cul-
vert replacement located .25 miles east of 
the road’s entrance from Route 780 (Cove 
Road). Both lanes are open to traffi  c with 
fl agging operations in place through the 
end of the project. Expected completion 
is October 2022.  

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY CLOSURE 
– Th e Blue Ridge Parkway will be repair-
ing slope failures and a culvert failure at 
mile marker 127.9. A 15-mile stretch of the 
Parkway, mile marker 121.4 to 136, will be 
closed to all uses including cyclists, pedes-
trians and drivers. Detour signs to detour 
traffi  c around the Bent Mountain section of 
the Parkway will be in place. Traffi  c will be 
rerouted to Route 220 south to Route 419 
north to Route 221 south. Traffi  c traveling 
north on the Parkway would be reversed. 
Th e detour is expected to be in place un-
til 2023.

PAVING OPERATIONS – Weather 
permitting, crews will pave, patch and re-
pair pavement on various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place and fl aggers may con-
trol traffi  c at times during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

SURFACE TREATMENT OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permitting, crews will 
begin surface treatment operations on vari-
ous routes.  Lane closures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control traffi  c at times 
during daylight hours.  Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect possible de-
lays. Th e road surface may be rough for a 
several weeks after surface treatment is ap-
plied. Once it packs down, the road sur-
face will be brushed and return to a more 
smooth surface.

BOTETOURT COUNTY
ROUTE 11 BUCHANAN BRIDGE 

PROJECT - A construction project on the 
Route 11 Bridge in the Town of Buchanan 
is underway. Water Street is closed for the 
duration of the project and drivers should 
expect lane closures with fl agging opera-
tions to begin in about two weeks. Message 
boards are present to alert and update driv-
ers.

ROUTE 1095 (HIGHLAND DRIVE) 
PIPE FAILURE CLOSURE – Route 1095 
(Highland Drive) near its intersection with 
Sanderson Road is closed until further no-
tice due to a pipe failure. Th e road is cur-
rently impassable and drivers will need to 
seek alternate routes to avoid the area such 
as Murray Court to Richardson. Please ad-
here to closure signs. Th e road is expected 
to be closed approximately or at least 
through mid-December 2022.

ROUTE 622 CLOSURE - A road clo-
sure will be in place on Route 622 (Prices 
Bluff  Road) beginning Sept. 19 at 8 a.m. to 
install a concrete slab span located 0.23 
miles from Route 696 (Locust Bottom 
Road) and 0.40 miles from Route 622 
(Bridge Street.) Th e road is scheduled to 
reopen the end of October 2022.

ROUTE 611 (GREYLEDGE 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. A way to communicate
 5. Historic city
 9. Not the same
11. Hitting a horse to 
clear a jump
13. One hurt the Titanic
15. Fine dense cloth
16. Architectural struc-
ture
17. Where Serena works
19. Stringed instrument
21. Estimate
22. Where sailors work
23. Popular Terry Pratch-
ett novel
25. Popular slow cooked 
dish
26. Twisted Sister’s 
Snider
27. “Offi ce Space” actor 
Stephen

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

29. Put the ball in the 
net
31. Ancient Greek city 
in Thrace
33. High school math 
subject
34. Looked into
36. Rhode Island 
rebellion
38. A pea is one type
39. You can put it on 
something
41. Where golfers begin
43. Make a mistake
44. Semitic Sun god
46. Ancient Greek City
48. Beheaded
52. A place to stay
53. Inanely foolish
54. Most unnatural
56. “Dennis” is one
57. Soothes

58. Exam
59. Leaked blood
CLUES DOWN
 1. Triangular bone in lower 
back
 2. Building toy
 3. Pointed end of a pen
 4. Insect repellent
 5. College army
 6. Highly spiced stew
 7. Exploited
 8. Main course
 9. A bottle that contains 
a drug
10. The most worthless 
part
11. Everyone needs one 
nowadays
12. Japanese wooden shoe
14. Antelopes
15. A way to cut
18. Brooklyn hoopsters

20. Gradually receded
24. Ripped open
26. College grads get one
28. Amino acid
30. Unruly gathering
32. Legislative body
34. Resembling pigs
35. Russian assembly
37. Take over for
38. Put in advance
40. Satisfy
42. Felt
43. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese
45. Witnesses
47. Some build hills
49. de Armas and Gasteyer 
are two
50. Ancient people of 
Scotland
51. Cheerless
55. Unwell
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We love you,
The Congregation of Cornerstone Church

Cougars offensive line ready to run their play against Alleghany. 

The Cougars may be considered the “peewee” team, but none were hesitant about making contact to win their 
games.

Cougar cheerleaders gave their halftime dance. 

Cougars from page 1

PHOTOS BY MIRANDA WEBB
No championship team can go without dousing their coaches with the huge water containers at the end of the 
game.

Upcoming 
public meetings 
in Craig County

Oct. 19
A CPMT meeting 

will be at First Baptist 
Church at 40 Boyd Av-
enue Oct. 19. 

Oct. 27
Craig County Public 

Schools will be hold-
ing a town hall meeting 
Oct. 27 from 5:30-7 
p.m.  During this meet-
ing, school division ad-
ministration will share 
an update on safety ini-
tiatives in the division. 
Parents will also have 
the opportunity to pro-
vide input. 

Nov. 3
The Craig County 

Board of Supervi-
sors will meet Nov. 3 
at 6 p.m. at the Craig 
County Courthouse in 
New Castle. All citizens 
are welcome to attend. 

Nov. 8
Rep. Morgan Griffith 

will hold a comment 
period at the Craig 
County Courthouse in 
the break room from 
9-10:30 a.m. Nov. 8.

The Craig County 
School Board will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Craig County High 
School auditorium. 

Nov. 16
A CPMT meeting 

will be at First Baptist 
Church at 40 Boyd Av-
enue Nov. 16.

Nov. 21

The New Castle 
Town Council will 
meet Nov. 21 from 7-8 
p.m. at the New Cas-
tle Town Hall at 339 
Market Street in New 
Castle.

Dec. 1
The Craig County 

Board of Supervi-
sors will meet Dec. 1 
at 6 p.m. at the Craig 
County Courthouse in 
New Castle. All citizens 
are welcome to attend. 

Dec. 13
Rep. Morgan Griffith 

will hold a comment 
period at the Craig 
County Courthouse in 
the break room from 
9-10:30 a.m. Dec. 13.

The Craig County 
School Board will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Craig County High 
School auditorium. 

Dec. 19
The New Castle 

Town Council will 
meet Dec. 19 from 7-8 
p.m. at the New Cas-
tle Town Hall at 339 
Market Street in New 
Castle.

Dec. 21
A CPMT meeting 

will be at First Baptist 
Church at 40 Boyd Av-
enue Dec. 21.

-The New 
Castle Record 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Week
Today, childhood lead poi-

soning is considered one of 
the most preventable environ-
mental diseases among young 
children, yet an estimated 
500,000 children under the 
age of 6 have elevated blood-
lead levels, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 

As we observe Lead Poi-
soning Prevention Week in 
late October, Roanoke City 
and Alleghany Health Dis-
tricts (RCAHD) staff has 
joined with local government 
and non-profit partners to 
remind residents to take ac-
tion to prevent and address 
lead poisoning. While lead 
poisoning can affect a person 
at any age, we’re particularly 
concerned about the effects 
of lead in children. A simple 
blood test for your child can 
prevent permanent damage 
that will last a lifetime. 

There is no safe level of 
lead in blood. Lead exposure 
is particularly harmful to 
young children because the 
developing nervous system is 
vulnerable to the toxic effects 
of lead, even at levels that do 
not cause obvious signs and 
symptoms. Exposure to lead 
may cause a range of negative 
health effects, from behav-
ioral problems and learning 
disabilities, to seizures and 
death. Adults who are or have 
been exposed to lead can also 
pass lead to their babies when 
breastfeeding. 

What can you do?
Get the facts. Learn how to 

prevent lead poisoning. 

Get your home tested if it 
was built before 1978. Ask 
for a lead inspection before 
you buy a home. 

Talk to your doctor about 
testing for lead if you have 
children under the age of 
six, even if your child seems 
healthy. 

Which children should be 
tested for lead exposure?

The CDC especially rec-
ommends testing for young 
children if they:

• live or spend time in a 
house or building built be-
fore 1978

• are from low-income 
households

• are immigrants, refugees, 
or recently adopted from 
less-developed countries

live or spend time with 
someone who works with 
lead (such as those who work 
in construction) or whose 
hobbies expose them to lead

Children may not exhibit 
any signs of lead poisoning, 
yet without treatment, the 
damage could be permanent. 
The only way to know if a 
child has elevated levels of 
lead is to have them tested by 
a physician.

What services does 
RCAHD provide for lead ex-
posure?

When a physician reports 
a child (normally age 6 or 
younger) with a high lead 
level to RCAHD, an envi-
ronmental health specialist 
and public health nurse case 
management team will joint-
ly make visits to the child’s 
home (and other places the 

child may spend time, such 
as day care centers or babysit-
ters) to learn how the expo-
sure may have occurred. 

Because lead-based paint 
wasn’t banned until 1978, 
more than 80 percent of 
homes have lead-based paint. 
For example, in Roanoke 
City, 87 percent of homes 
were built before 1978 and 
are at risk of having lead-
based paint. Typically, dust 
wipes and samples from 
chipping paint, water and/
or soil are collected and sent 
to a laboratory for analysis 
to learn the source of lead in 
the child’s environment. The 
case management team also 
advises the parents of proper 
diet and cleaning practices to 
reduce the child’s lead levels.

The goal of the RCAHD’s 
joint effort with local govern-
ments and nonprofits is to 
prevent childhood lead expo-
sure before any harm occurs. 
Protecting children from ex-
posure to lead is important 
to lifelong good health. No 
safe blood lead level in chil-
dren has been identified, 
but if caught early, there are 
things parents can do to pre-
vent further exposure and re-
duce damage to their child’s 
health. For more informa-
tion, visit RCAHD’s Lead 
Poisoning website (vdh.vir-
ginia.gov/roanoke/lead-poi-
soning-prevention/).

-Dr. Cynthia Morrow, 
health director for Roanoke 
City and Alleghany Health 

Districts 

Book signing held for 
‘Revised Paint Bank 
Travel Guide & History’

PHOTO BY JOHN LINTON.
Opal Bradley Caldwell, from left, and Mary Kay Williams at the 
recent book signing at the Emporium in New Castle.  

Th e Emporium on Main 
Street in New Castle hosted a 
book signing of the “Revised 
Paint Bank Travel Guide & 
History” by Mary Kay Wil-
liams on Oct. 15. Opal Bradley 
Caldwell, a past director of the 
Craig County Historical Society, 
was present to cosign the book, 
which is dedicated to her for 
preserving Paint Bank’s histori-
cal past. 

Th e book is also dedicated to 
Nancy Mulheren and the late 
John Mulheren, of New Jersey, 
for providing for Paint Bank’s 
future. Th e next book signing 
in Craig County with Caldwell 
and Williams will be held at 
the Paint Bank General Store 
in Paint Bank on Saturday, Oct. 
29, from 11-2 p.m.  

-Submitted by Mary Kay 
Williams 
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Economic development in Vir-
ginia’s Ninth Congressional District 
is a priority for me as its congress-
man.

Th e votes we take in the House 
often impact the economy broadly. 
When I consider how to vote on 
taxes or regulation, for example, I 
prioritize their impacts on Ninth 
District businesses, but they are usu-
ally being set at the national level.

One program I have been able 
to bring to Southwest Virginia dur-
ing my time in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, however, uniquely 
addresses the challenges faced by the 
areas of our region that previously 
mined coal.

Th e Abandoned Mine Land 
Economic Revitalization (AMLER) 
Program, previously known as the 
AML Pilot Program, is a federal 
program that provides funding for 
reclaiming and repurposing old 
mine sites for economic develop-
ment purposes.

In its original form, the pro-
gram applied to sites in Kentucky, 
West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 
Th rough the legislative process in 

the House, I successfully expanded 
it to Virginia as well as to Ohio and 
Alabama, two other states with a sig-
nifi cant coal mining legacy.

Since fi scal year 2017, Virginia 
has received $10 million annually in 
AMLER funding. In the Common-
wealth, the program is administered 
by Virginia Energy, formerly known 
as the Department of Mines, Min-
erals, and Energy.

Each year, projects are welcome 
to apply for funding. Applicants 
must indicate how they would 
qualify for a grant, how they would 
spend it, and how their project 
would serve the needs of our region.

Th ae projects that have been 
funded through AMLER since it 
came to Southwest Virginia have 
varied in their size and aim, but all 
have promoted economic growth 
and opportunity for our residents.

Project Reclaim in Russell Coun-
ty shows one way. Th is grant recipi-
ent is a 160-acre industrial site with 
access to rail lines, electricity, water, 
and natural gas. AMLER supported 
the removal of old structures from 
earlier coal mine-related operations 

as well as the removal of a coal fi nes 
pond, which was an environmental 
hazard. Th ese actions made way 
for possible future development. 
Progress on Project Reclaim can 
lead to new employers locating in 
the region and boosting the local 
economy.

Similarly, Project Intersection in 
Norton received AMLER money 
to remove a mining highwall where 
two major highways meet in an ef-
fort to make a 200-acre site ready 
for industrial development. Project 
Intersection will produce a great as-
set not only for the City of Norton 
but the Counties of Lee, Wise, and 
Scott as well.

As we seek to redevelop sites that 
once provided energy resources, it 
is appropriate that some AMLER 

projects support new energy devel-
opment. Project Junction in Wise 
County, which was recommended 
for funding this year, aims to bring 
innovative energy assets to the site. It 
could lead to groundbreaking work 
that will someday power our future. 
Southwest Virginia’s extensive as-
sociation with energy looks to con-
tinue in the years to come.

One of the earliest projects in the 
Commonwealth to receive funding 
was recently completed, and I en-
joyed the chance to visit earlier this 
year and see the diff erence made by 
AMLER funding. Th e Pocahontas 
Exhibition Mine in Tazewell Coun-
ty is a unique tourist location show-
casing our area’s heritage. AMLER 
funding added features to the site 
and helped make it more accessible 
to visitors, increasing its draw and 
expanding its economic impact. In 
fact, Virginia Attorney General Ja-
son Miyares and former Governor 
George Allen recently numbered 
among its visitors.

Th e Pocahontas Exhibition 
Mine represents another way AM-
LER funding can be used. Bringing 

visitors to our region capitalizes on 
our heritage and natural beauty to 
support jobs and businesses. Other 
tourism and recreation projects re-
ceiving AMLER money include the 
Devil’s Bathtub in Scott County, 
where grants improved trails and 
parking, and Ecotourism in Nature’s 
Wonderland in Buchanan County, 
where improving mine land allows 
for the reintroduction of elk and 
other game species for viewing and 
hunting.

AMLER is already producing re-
sults in our region, and more money 
is slated for projects. You can learn 
more about the program and what 
it does at energy.virginia.gov. Cre-
ative ideas that draw on Southwest 
Virginia’s mining heritage to create 
new economic opportunities are 
welcome.

I am proud of what the AMLER 
Program has accomplished so far 
and excited about its possibilities for 
the future. Working with the state, 
local offi  cials, and the private and 
nonprofi t sectors, we are investing 
in innovation, renewal, and oppor-
tunity.
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November Swap Day 

OPINION

Temperatures are dropping remind-
ing us of the holiday season ahead. Is it 
time to sort out decorating items and 
make room for new ones? Set them aside 
and bring them to Swap Day on Satur-
day, Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the library. Pull up on the lot and give 
away holiday décor and warm weather 
clothing. Others may have treasures you 
may want. All exchanges are free! It is a 
fun way to rehome your things within 
the community. You never know what 
you will fi nd to bring home.

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

By Marge Lewter

COURTESY OF CRAIG COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

– ‘Merica day, Tuesday 
– twin day, Wednesday 
–white lie day, Th ursday 
– pajama day and Friday – 
blue and white day. 

At the homecoming 
pep rally, there will be a 
“Pie in the Face” for the 
favorite cheerleader. Th e 
students are voting .01 per 
1 vote. 

Following the game, 
Cornerstone Youth will 
be hosting a “5th quar-
ter” in the cafeteria for 
the students. Th ere will 
be free food (some being 
from Bojangles, Subs Plus, 
Mac & Bobs and Krispy 
Kreme), games, music and 
giveaways. 

Th en on Saturday, they 

will have their homecom-
ing dance at the school 
gym from 6–9 p.m. Dave’s 
Live Sounds will be bring-
ing the music. 

Th e Booster Club will 
have lots of food at the 
concession stands for sale. 
However, they still need 
help.

“We did not have a 
Booster Club during 
COVID, and the ones 

that were in Booster had 
quit,” shared Angela Spen-
ce. “However, Rebekah 
Crawford stepped up to be 
president, even though she 
doesn’t have any kids but 
is a CCHS graduate.” 

Since, a few others 
have gladly stepped up 
to the plate, but they are 
still in need. Th e sad part 
is that Spence doesn’t get 
to watch her son play ball 

when she has no help. 
Th is is his senior year, and 
her desires are to see him 
play. 

“In order for us to help 
out with purchasing sports 
equipment, etc., we have 
to have the concessions, 
being the only money-
maker, we have,” Spence 
added. “We need the help 
and support of our com-
munity, even if you don’t 

want to work the entire 
game, just part.”

She noted that anyone 
who does work the booth 
doesn’t pay admission into 
the game. 

One thing she really 
needs help in is selling 
tickets for the 50/50.

Th ey still need people 
to help them work the 
concession on Oct. 25 and 
Nov. 4 games. 

Homecoming Game from page 1
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Morning Lesson 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Night Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

VDOT from page 2

5-7 p.m., tract or treat
Grace Baptist – 6-8 

p.m., drive through 
trunk or treat

People are encour-
aged to take a flashlight 
if they are walking and 

to go in groups. 
Many community 

members have already 
decorated their homes 
for the special night of 
fun for the kids, young 
and old. There are gob-

lins, spiders and skel-
etons everywhere, while 
others have filled their 
yards with hay bales, 
decorated corn stalks, 
pumpkins and cute 
scarecrows. 

Halloween from page 1

ROAD) – A 1.5 mile sec-
tion of Route 611 (Grey-
ledge Road) is closed due to 
fl ooding that damaged the 
roadway. Extensive repairs 
will be needed and a detour 
will be in place. Th ere is no 
estimated time for the road 
to reopen.

(ROUTE 817 (OLD 
RAIL ROAD) BRIDGE 
WORK – Old Rail Road 
in Oriskany is closed for 
repairs to the bridge over 
Craig’s Creek, the historic 
McCallister Truss Bridge. 
Th e bridge is located 0.60 
miles from Route 704 
(Branchwater Road) and 
0.20 miles from Route 770 
(Edlo Lane). Th e bridge 
will be closed during day-
time hours, 8 a.m. through 
5 p.m., Monday through 
Th ursday, when the water 
is level is low. Work on this 
bridge is restricted when 
waters in the creek is high. 
All traffi  c between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. will use the Edlo 
Ford. Signs have been post-
ed to alert drivers. Estimated 
time for completion Fall 
2022.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on var-
ious routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place and fl ag-
gers may control traffi  c at 
times during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

CRAIG COUNTY
ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK – 
Temporary signals control 
traffi  c across the bridge and 
will be in place throughout 
the project. Construction 
will begin on the north-
bound side of the bridge 
and once completed, work 
will switch to the south-
bound side. In addition, a 
section of Route 646 (Al-
len Street) between Route 
650 and Route 311 will be 
closed during construction 
and a signed detour will be 
in place. All traffi  c will be 
detoured to Marshall Street 
and Kanawha Street to access 
either 311 or the homes lo-
cated off  Allen Street. Speed 
limit will be reduced to 35 
mph in the work zone with 
a width restriction of 9 
feet. Drivers should expect 
delays and allow extra trav-
el time through the work 
zone. Weather permitting, 
the bridge is expected to be 
open to traffi  c by the end of 
2022.

· TRAFFIC 
SWITCH: On Sept. 22, 
traffi  c was switched from us-

ing the southbound lane to 
the northbound lane while 
work continues. South-
bound lanes are  closed. 
Temporary traffi  c signals 
will continue to direct traf-
fi c and message boards will 
notify drivers.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT – 
As of April 11, 2022, Route 
615 (Pilot Road) will un-
dergo a culvert replacement 
located at the intersection 
of Pilot Road and Old Pike 
Road, across from the Pilot 
Post Offi  ce. Road is now 
open. Flagging operations 
may continue to be in place. 
Route 615 will be limited to 
one 10-foot lane.  Expect-
ed completion is October 
2022.

ROUTE 11/460 MAIN-
TENANCE WORK – Be-
ginning on October 11, the 
right lane will be closed on 
Route 11/460 (Roanoke 
Road) towards Christians-
burg Mountain from Route 
641 (Den Hill) to just east 
of Route 639 (Mt. Pleasant) 
for shoulder and ditching. 
Th is lane closure will be in 
place throughout the week 
and is scheduled to reopen 
on October 14, weather 
permitting.

ROUTE 622 BRIDGE 
WORK CLOSURE 
- Route 622 (Bradshaw 
Road) will be closed for a 
bridge maintenance project 
over Bradshaw Creek begin-
ning on Oct. 17. Th e loca-
tion of the bridge is 0.10 
mile from the Roanoke 
County line and 2.0 miles 
from Route 623. Drivers 
will need to seek alternate 
routes and residents on the 
road will have access to their 
homes during the closure. 
Th e road is expected to be 
open on Oct. 20. 

ROUTE 8 EVENT 
TRAFFIC CONGES-
TION - Route 8 may ex-
perience heavy traffi  c on fall 
weekends due to congestion 
related to tourist events at 
local farms in the area.  If 
possible, motorists should 
utilize detours to avoid trav-
eling on Route 8 between 
Christiansburg and Riner 
during the peak hours of 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on var-
ious routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place and fl ag-
gers may control traffi  c at 
times during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

Roanoke College, Hollins University 
present 2022 Kendig Awards 

his language,” said one of the 
nominators. 

Th rough his work at Mill 
Mountain, Davis has chal-
lenged and encouraged chil-
dren through conservatory 
classes and stage productions. 
“I really love what music can 
do to increase a child’s confi -
dence,” Davis has said. “Stu-
dents come to us not sure 
where they even fi t in life. 
Teaching is an opportunity to 
provide that sense of belong-
ing through music.”  

At the ceremony, Davis said 
he was pleasantly surprised by 
the recognition. 

“I’m grateful for the chance 
to work with kids and folks 
of all ages on something that 
brings them so much joy,” he 
said, “and it is mutual, because 
it also brings me joy.” 

Arts and Cultural Organi-
zation Award 

Th e Arts and Cultural 
Organization Award was pre-
sented to Th e Roanoke Valley 
Children’s Choir. For 35 years, 
RVCC has met the needs 
of young people across the 
Roanoke Valley, providing an 
artistic and in-depth study of 
voice in a choral setting. Th e 
choir currently has 130 singers 
aged seven to 18. It is divided 
into a “Little Singers” group 
for children ages 4-6, three 
training choirs and a concert 
choir, and children move up 
through the groups as their 
development and aptitude 
deepens.  

Weekly rehearsals culmi-
nate in community perfor-
mances that help students 
develop vocal techniques, 
confi dence, leadership and 
teamwork. Each choir par-
ticipates in an annual regional, 
state, national or international 
honor performance, giving 

the students an opportunity 
to travel. Th e choir also col-
laborates on performances 
with professional organiza-
tions such as the Roanoke 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Opera Roanoke. Susan 
Smith, chairwoman of the 
RVCC Board of Directors, 
accepted the award on behalf 
of the choir. 

“We are proud to have 
served the Roanoke Valley as 
a world-class choral program 
for 36 years,” Smith said. “If 
you know, you know: Th ere 
is no sound quite like the 
choral sound of children’s 
voices.” 

Individual or Business 
Arts Supporter Award 

Th e Individual or Business 
Arts Supporter Award was 
presented to Douglas Jack-
son, arts and culture coordi-
nator for the city of Roanoke 
and capacity development 
specialist for the Virginia 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 
Jackson is a long-serving 
and faithful ally of the arts 
in Virginia’s Blue Ridge who 
is invested in fi nding ways to 
make the arts compelling and 
accessible to all. He has done 
that through community ini-
tiatives such as BOOK CITY 
and Roanoke’s Year of the 
Artist.  

“Doug’s belief in the pow-
er of the arts to strengthen 
community in all its diversity, 
and to build trusting relation-
ships, is contagious,” a nomi-
nator said.  

Roanoke’s Year of the 

Artist, Jackson’s recent ef-
fort to secure and distribute 
funding for the arts, has em-
powered and validated the 
existing creative community 
and has helped to bridge the 
gap between working artists, 
arts organizations and city 
government. Beginning in 
2013, Jackson helped create 
the Parks and the Arts pro-
gram, which brought the best 
of Roanoke’s arts and culture 
experiences to neighborhood 
parks and community cen-
ters.  

“Th e arts are how I was 
able to get involved in Roa-
noke and feel a part of the 
community,” Jackson said. 
“Th e arts can give us agency.”  

Named for the late Perry F. 
Kendig, who served as presi-
dent of Roanoke College and 
was an avid supporter and 
patron of the arts, the Kendig 
Awards program was estab-
lished in 1985 and presented 
annually by the Arts Council 
of the Blue Ridge through 
2012. Hollins and Roanoke 
College have now partnered 
for 10 years to bestow the 
honors. Kendig’s sons, Bill 
Kendig, a 1980 graduate of 
Roanoke College, and John 
Kendig, attended the event to 
represent their family. 

“We so appreciate the fact 
that Roanoke College and 
Hollins University honor dad 
with that award,” John Ken-
dig said. “He would love to 
be here. He would be in his 
element.”  

-The New Castle Record 

Th e Perry F. Kendig 
Awards, which celebrate 
the people and organiza-
tions that support excel-
lence in the arts in Virginia’s 
Blue Ridge, were presented 
during a ceremony at Hol-
lins University on Oct. 11.

Th e awards are co-
sponsored by Hollins Uni-
versity and Roanoke Col-
lege, and they are awarded 
annually in three catego-
ries: Individual Artist, Arts 
and Cultural Organization 
and Individual or Busi-
ness Arts supporter. Re-
cipients are selected from 
a group of nominees who 
live or work in the coun-
ties of Roanoke, Botetourt 
and Franklin, the cities of 
Roanoke and Salem or 
the town of Vinton. Th e 
awards are named for the 
late Perry F. Kendig, who 
served as president of Roa-
noke College and was an 
avid supporter and patron 
of the arts. 

“Roanoke College is 
happy to again join with 
Hollins University to pres-
ent these Kendig Awards, 
and it is our privilege to 
carry on the tradition of 
this event in President 
Kendig’s name,” Roanoke 
College President Frank 
Shushok Jr., said. 

Th is year’s nominees 
were Seth Davis, resident 
musical director at Mill 
Mountain Th eatre; Mi-
chael Hemphill, founder 
and host of the inspira-
tional Blue Ridge PBS 
and YouTube show “Buzz-
4Good”; Michael Mans-
fi eld, an actor and direc-
tor who has worked with 
multiple local arts organi-
zations; Douglas Jackson, 
arts and culture coordina-
tor for the city of Roanoke; 
Sandra Meythaler, execu-
tive director of Roanoke 
Ballet Th eatre; and the 
Roanoke Valley Children’s 
Choir. 

Th e 2022 Kendig 
Award winners are: 

Individual Artist Award 
Th e recipient of the 

Individual Artist Award 
for 2022 was Seth Davis, 
Mill Mountain Th eatre’s 
resident music director. 
For nearly a decade, Da-
vis has helped more than 
4,000 children and teenag-
ers fi nd joy and fulfi llment 
through music. His stu-
dents develop leadership 
and talents they can apply 
to their studies and future 
careers. “Teaching is Seth 
Davis’ passion; music is 

COURTESY OF ROANOKE COLLEGE
Pictured from left to right are Roanoke College President Frank Shushok Jr.; 
nominee Michael Mansfield; nominee Sandra Meythaler; award winner Seth 
Davis; Susan Smith, representing award winner Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir; 
award winner Douglas Jackson; nominee Michael Hemphill; and Hollins University 
President Mary Dana Hinton.
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ADVERTISE!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P
A

R
T

S

Beautiful Central VA farm with Cape Cod home & 7-stall barn. Event venue, 
commercial, or development potential. 7mi from Lynchburg Regional Airport.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

Absolute Real Estate

AUCTION

20 Acre Central VA Showcase20 Acre Central VA Showcase

Wed, Nov.9, 12:30pm at Homewood Suites 
by Hilton, 4021 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts AvailableAUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. 
Buy from a brand you trust. Patented 
Quick-Drain® technology. 44 hydro-
therapy jets. Lifetime warranty on 
tub and installation! FREE in-home 
consultation at your convenience. 
Limited time offer - $1,500 in savings 
includes a FREE right-height toilet. 
Call 1-855-864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611
The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950
RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First ApplicationCaring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217

STATEWIDE  ADS

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Services - Elderly 
Care

Help Wanted  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Fincastle 
Presbyterian 
Church is seeking 
to fill a part time 
position for church 
secretary.

Newspaper 
Delivery Driver 

 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Roommate Wanted

Pet Supplies

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF 
SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION 

LORA S. BUTCHER
STEVEN BUTCHER

TAKE NOTICE 

ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. 

MCNAMARA, LYCANS & 
MYERS, P.C. 

Legals - Craig 
County

12TH ANNUAL 
Ridgewood Baptist Church 

SATURDAY, NOV. 5TH
9AM-3PM

703 Hemlock Rd., NW, Roanoke

FREE admission, breakfast, lunch, 
and baked goods available

For more information, 
call MJ Kanode 
(540) 355-5521

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 146 HANNAH 

CIR AKA RR 2 BOX 
1482, NEW 

CASTLE, VA 24127 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Storage Unit Sale 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Craig 
County

TOWN OF 
CHRISTIANSBURG, 

VIRGINIA THE 
CONSOLIDATED 

ANNUAL 
PERFORMANCE 

AND EVALUATION 
REPORT (CAPER) 

.  
PUBLIC HEARING

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF VIVIAN 
W. WILLIAIVIS, 

DECEASED SHOW 
CAUSE AGAINST 

DISTRIBUTION 
ORDER 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 

Warm Hearth, INC
as Huckleberry Café 2387 
Warm Hearth Dr. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Montgomery County

ON/OFF

William Lester, President 
and CEO. 

Legals - Other Area

Live Onsite 
Auction  

����� � T��� �� 
������

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

����� � T��� �� 
������

Thursday, November 3, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m

Tuesday, November 15, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
COMPLY WITH THE
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT

www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-

cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258

Legal - Town of 
Vinton

Legal - Town of 
Vinton
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

BROWN’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
For Those Who Demand More
Morris Brown, Supervisor
Tree and Stump Removal
Hazardous Removal
Multiple Tree Discount
Proper Pruning and Trimming
Bucket Truck Service
(540) 521-8469
LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED
treemanbrown1995@gmail.com

BOTETOURT 
MULCH AND 

LANDSCAPING
Mon. to Fri. 9am - 4pm Sat. 9am - 2pm

540-473-1229  

Corner of Route 220S and 
Herndon Street, Fincastle

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Annabelle Gregory goes low for a dig.

ROCKETS HOST BATH 
COUNTY FOR HOMECOMING

It will be Homecoming time on 
Friday night at Mitchell Field as the 
Craig County football team plays host 
to Bath County.

It will be just the second home 
game of the year for the Rockets, 
who have had three games forfeited 
or postponed this season for a variety 
of reasons. The Rockets are officially 
2-4 while Bath County is 3-4. The 
Chargers have wins over Covington, 
Mountain View and East Mont and 
losses against Alleghany, Buffalo Gap, 
Page County and East Hardy, West 
Virginia.

“Coach Jacob Phillips has ev-
ery single kid at Bath County High 
School, that could help, out for the 
team,” said Craig coach Jim Fisher. 
“They are vastly improved from last 
year. Jake is a very good coach and the 
Chargers are playing some inspired 
football. They are solid up front and 
have several good, fast receivers.”

Phillips was a standout quarterback 
for Bath during his high school days 
before going on to play at William & 
Mary. He was the head coach at James 
River, then moved on to coach at 
Staunton High before returning to his 
roots at Bath. He’s doing a lot of the 
same things that were successful when 
he played for Bath.

“They try to gain an advantage with 
formations and motion,” said Fisher. 
“They do a good job of putting the 
defense in conflict on it’s heels just 
with alignment. 

“Offensively, we have not started 
the same offensive line in a game due 
to injuries. Kids are having to move 
around and it is hard to remember re-
sponsibilities. We also have to stay on 

our blocks longer and create a push. 
We did that the first game but we 
have not been able to maintain any 
consistency.”

The Rockets were in Buena Vista 
last Friday to play Parry McCluer and 
Craig dropped the Pioneer District 
contest by a score of 41-7. 

“Parry McCluer is a solid Pio-
neer District team that has not had 
the success they had last season but 
they were big up front,” said Fisher. 
“Still had the big running back, 235 
pounds, and a couple of really quick 
backs. We couldn’t stop them. We 
were outmanned up front and got 
pushed around a little bit. We have to 
do a better job of coaching the kids to 
defeat blocks before they try and find 
the football.”

 Craig  down two more starters and 
had to move Alex Drake(fullback) to 
center for the game. 

“We started four freshmen and four 
sophomores last Friday,” said Fisher. 
“We are fast running out of bodies 
and are hoping for a couple of kids to 
get healthy.”

The Rockets were led offensively by 
Zach Peters,who had 96 yards rush-
ing on 20 carries. He also threw a TD 
pass to Jaycob Wolfe on a fake FG for 
Craig’s only score. Peters and fresh-
man Carter Calfee led the Rockets on 
defense. 

“Playing so many young guys looks 
good for the future,” said Fisher. “We 
are short-handed due to injuries and 
some kids quitting but it is what it is. 
Excuses in football, and life, serve no 
purpose. Suck it up and work harder. 
We just need to keep growing indi-
vidually and as a team.”

VOLLEYBALL TEAM HAS 
SENIOR NIGHT THURSDAY

Th e Craig County vol-
leyball seniors will be rec-
ognized on Th ursday of 
this week when the girls 
host Highland County in 
a doubleheader.

Th e Rocket varsity will 
play two games around 
a jayvee game. Th e fi rst 
varsity game will begin 
at 4:30 pm, followed by 
a jayvee game. After the 

jayvee game the seniors 
will be recognized, and 
then Craig will play an-
other varsity game. All 
games on this night are 
best-of-three.

Th e Rockets are still 
looking for a win after 
falling to 0-15 with a loss 
to Eastern Montgomery 
in Elliston last week. Th e 
host Mustangs took a 25-

10, 25-7 and 25-20 vic-
tory last week.

“We’ve had some 
tough losses and have 
been trying to make it up 
with three hour practic-
es,” said coach Suzanne 
Crawford.

Th e Rockets were 
scheduled to host Nar-
rows on Tuesday of this 
week. 

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEYRandalyn Taylor receives a serve.

RAIL YARD DAWGS OPEN FRIDAY
Th e Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs ice 

hockey team has announced that Sam-
my Bernard and Adam Vannelli have 
been released from their training camp 
agreements, while Hunter Bersani and 
Jarrad Vroman have joined training 
camp for the team as they prepare for 
their season opener against Fayetteville. 
Opening Night is slated for this Friday 
and is sponsored by Haley Toyota of 
Roanoke. 

Bersani enjoyed his fi rst full rookie 
season last year with the Columbus 
River Dragons after tallying one goal 
and one assist in a brief two-game stint 
with Columbus in the 2020-2021 
campaign. Last season the Buff alo, 
New York native notched 16 goals and 
37 assists in 53 regular season games 
for the River Dragons, then added fi ve 
additional points in fi ve postseason 
games for Columbus. 

Bersani started this season in train-
ing camp with the ECHL’s Allen 
Americans before he was released last 
Th ursday. Prior to his professional ca-

reer, Bersani played in the NA3HL and 
EHL primarily, recording 44 goals and 
73 assists over 92 games in the NA3HL 
with the Texas Junior Brahmas from 
2016-2018. 

Vroman initially joined the Dawgs 
from the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire (NCAA-DIII) on March 9 last 
season. Th e six-foot-four blue-liner 
played in 11 regular season games and 
all nine playoff  games for Roanoke, tal-
lying one assist. 

Vroman started this season in train-
ing camp with the ECHL’s Kalama-
zoo Wings before he was released last 
Wednesday. Th e Lincoln Park, Michi-
gan native had played his last three col-
legiate seasons at Eau-Claire, tallying 
six goals and nine assists in 63 games 
played. 

Puck drop on Friday is set for 7:05 
pm. Season tickets, fl ex packages, and 
group tickets are now on sale. Single 
game tickets and single game parking 
passes are on sale now online and at the 
box offi  ce.

Th e Salem Red Sox, Class-A affi  liate 
of the Boston Red Sox, are excited to re-
lease the 2023 regular season schedule. 
Th e team will begin the upcoming minor 
league season on its home turf.

Opening Day in Salem begins with 
a three-game series against the Delmar-
va Shorebirds, starting Friday, April 7. 
Home games include 10 six-game series 
and two weekend series for a total of 66 
contests to be played at Carilion Clinic 
Field.

“2022 was a great year for us as we 
achieved a sellout crowd and had several 
fans travel to the ballpark last season,” 
General Manager Allen Lawrence said. 
“I am really excited to see the fans come 
out again this year and what our staff  can 
build on from last year.”

Th e Red Sox 132-game schedule is 
evenly split with 66 home games. Salem 
is a member of the Northern Division 
in the Carolina League, featuring a total 
of 12 teams. Teams include the Carolina 
Mudcats (MIL), Delmarva Shorebirds 
(BAL), Down East Wood Ducks (TEX), 

Fredericksburg Nationals (WSH) and 
Lynchburg Hillcats (CLE). Th e South 
Division is comprised of the Augusta 
Green Jackets (ATL), Charleston River-
Dogs (TB), Columbia Firefl ies (KC), 
Fayetteville Woodpeckers (HOU) and 
Kannapolis Cannon Ballers (CWS) and 
Myrtle Beach Pelicans (CHC).

RED SOX WILL OPEN 
2023 SEASON APRIL 7             

PHOTO BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN
The Rocket offense is ready to move in the game at Eastern Montgomery on 
October 7.
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