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Darrell Frango won the contest last year, with his entire driveway lined with blow 
up decorations, music and lively moving items.

Christmas parade set for Dec. 3

Craig County Rescue 
Squad hosting 2nd Annual 
‘Light Up Craig’ contest 

Alumni basketball game 
fundraiser held for Looney 

The Christmas season has arrived, 
and people have already started put-
ting up their Christmas lights and 
trees. 

Posts are flooding the Facebook 
pages as many exchange comments 
about them all, both funny and sen-

timental.
And, in Craig County, the 2nd An-

nual Christmas Decoration Contest 
is now underway, sponsored by the 
Craig County Rescue Squad. 

The deadline to enter is Dec. 16 
and there is a $25 entry fee.

The prize is $200 cash. The winner 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Nineteen guys eagerly gathered at the Craig County High School Auditorium to 
play in an alumni basketball fundraiser for Sean Looney, a graduate of Craig 
County Public Schools, as he has been going through cancer treatments. An 
article about the fundraiser will appear in next week’s issue. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

VFW Post 4491 clears 
overgrown cemetery

The Wagner – Walker – Yoder Cemetery is located right below the state shed, on 
the road parallel to Route 615 in Craig City. It was terribly grown over with briars 
and weeds, especially around the edges and fencing area.

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The New Castle Annual Christmas parade is set for Saturday, Dec. 3. It will begin 
at the Craig County Fairground and travel down Route 311 where it will take a right 
turn onto Main Street where kids will be able to enjoy a visit with Santa and get 
candy. Everyone is encouraged to enter with a float or vehicle, etc. or come and 
watch the parade go by. 

COURTESY PHOTOS
The briars and overgrown bushes were taken down by VFW Post 4491 and Wayne 
“Bigfoot” Belcher at the cemetery to give it a new facelift. The newly cleared 
cemetery has received its respect and now can be walked through without being 
scratched by briars, thanks to the local VFW and friend. 

To watch a child display such excite-
ment when they intently gaze at a parade 
pass by, is heartwarming and seems to 

bring out the youthful spirit in everyone. 
Craig County will be having its an-

nual Christmas parade on Saturday eve-
ning, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. this year. 

It will leave the Craig County Fair-

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING
Frango decorates his entire home with lights that make it a winter wonderland and 
every room of his home is decorated with a specific theme. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Parade, page 2

See Light Up Craig, page 2
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VDOT ROADWATCH
INTERSTATE 81 LANE WIDEN-

ING CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
EXIT 137 TO EXIT 141 – A $179 mil-
lion design-build project to widen both 
directions of I-81 between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from two to three lanes 
is set to begin. Starting in February and 
continuing into the early summer, work 
will be performed on the inside and outside 
shoulders along a fi ve-mile section of both 
northbound and southbound Interstate 81 
in Roanoke County and the city of Salem. 
Th e shoulders will be built up before barrier 
wall can be installed for road crews to work 
behind. Barrier wall will be installed along 
the shoulders in the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traffi  c in each direction 
will remain open during the project with 
periodic lane closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or outside of peak travel 
times as needed.  Drivers can expect the fol-
lowing lane closures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and southbound I-81:

WORK ZONE SPEED: With narrow 
spacing in lanes due to barrier walls, lack 
of shoulders and lane shifts in various lo-
cations, drivers should adhere to posted 60 
mph speed limits in the work zone and al-
low space when following a vehicle.

RAMP CLOSURES: Ramp closures are 
possible during nighttime hours, 12 a.m., 
to 5 a.m. Drivers should watch for mes-
sage boards dates and times the ramp will 
be closed.

LANE CLOSURES: Alternating left 
and right lane and shoulder closures dur-
ing nighttime hours between 8 p.m. and 
6 a.m., Sunday through Th ursday, are pos-

sible. Lane widths will be reduced to 11 
feet. Northbound lane closures from I-81 
mile marker 136 to 141. Southbound Lane 
closures from I-81 mile marker 141 to 136.

Nightly lane closures may be in place 
along the right lane with possible nightly 
ramp narrows as needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening. Northbound I-81 
lane closures from mile marker 138 to 142 
Northbound I-81 exit and entrance ramp 
narrows possible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes replacing six 
bridges, widening two bridges, installing 
approximately 2.6 miles of sound barrier 
walls along northbound I-81, improving 
the southbound exit 137 off -ramp intersec-
tion at Wildwood Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 137, 140 and 141 
are also included in the project. Expected 
completion in early 2026. 

 
I-81 TROUTVILLE REST AREA 

CLOSURE - Th e Troutville Rest Area lo-
cated on southbound Interstate 81 near 
mile marker 158 in Botetourt County is 
will remain closed until before Th anksgiv-
ing to support holiday travel. Th e opening 
scheduled for the end of September has 
been rescheduled due to the contractor en-
countering challenges with a slope on the 
project.

Signage indicating the closure is posted 
in the rest area. A temporary concrete bar-
rier wall will remain in place in front of the 
facility. Th e rest area facility, ramps and 
parking lot are closed to the public. Th is 
project will extend the ramp into the rest 

area by 500 feet and the ramp out of the rest 
area by 2,100 feet. It will also include ex-
panding the truck parking area at the facil-
ity by about 10-13 spaces. Work is expected 
to be completed before Th anksgiving to 
support holiday travel.

 REST AREA OPTIONS: While the 
Troutville Rest Area is closed, southbound 
I-81 drivers can use the Fairfi eld Rest Area 
at mile marker 195 in Rockbridge County 
or the Radford Rest Area at mile marker 
108 in Montgomery County. In addition, 
the Troutville Weigh Station, located on 
southbound I-81 at mile marker 149, will 
have portable toilets and parking will be 
temporarily available for commercial ve-
hicles.

I-81 NORTHBOUND AT EXIT 
105 NEW RIVER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY – Traffi  c on northbound I-81 has been 
switched onto the newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at the Montgomery/
Pulaski County line. Th e old bridge is be-
ing demolished. Lane and shoulder closures 
may be in place near exit 105. Lane closure 
may be in eff ect during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures may be 
in eff ect at any time during the week. Slow 
rolls may be performed on I-81 in the north 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 98 
to 109. Speed limit is reduced to 60 miles 
per hour in the work zone. Shoulder clo-
sures will remain in place though the du-
ration of the project. Project completion is 
estimated by summer 2023.

 SLOW ROLLS SCHED-
ULED: On Monday, November 21, a slow 

roll operation is planned between mile 
marker 101-105 northbound and 109-105 
southbound between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

 SLOW ROLLS: A slow roll operation 
may be in place daily Monday through 
Friday, between mile marker 101 and 105 
northbound and between mile marker 109 
and 105 southbound, between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 12 p.m.

ROUTE 605: Intermittent fl agging op-
erations will be present on Route 605, lo-
cated under the New River Bridge, for work 
overhead on the bridge.

LANE CLOSURES: Nighttime alter-
nating lane closures will be in place on I-81 
northbound between mile markers 104-
106 from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls may be uti-
lized periodically on both the northbound 
and southbound lanes from mile marker 
98-109 for structural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

 
I-81 PAVING OPERATIONS – 

Weather permitting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK REPAIRS 
– Weather permitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 81. Between mile 
markers 138 to 152, right and left lane clo-

See VDOT, page5

Upcoming public meetings in Craig County
Dec. 1

Th e Craig County Board of 
Supervisors will meet Dec. 1 at 6 
p.m. at the Craig County Court-
house in New Castle. All citizens 

are welcome to attend. 

Dec. 13
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th will hold 

a comment period at the Craig 

County Courthouse in the break 
room from 9-10:30 a.m. Dec. 13.

Th e Craig County School 
Board will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Craig County High School audi-
torium. 

Dec. 19
Th e New Castle Town Council 

will meet Dec. 19 from 7-8 p.m. at 
the New Castle Town Hall at 339 
Market Street in New Castle.

Dec. 21
A CPMT meeting will be at 

First Baptist Church at 40 Boyd 
Avenue Dec. 21.

-The New Castle Record 

Registration open for 9th Annual GAUNTLET 
Registration for Th e Ad-

vancement Foundation’s 
9th Annual GAUNTLET 
is now open.

It is Virginia’s largest 
business program and com-
petition, off ering a formula 
to assist entrepreneurs de-
velop their business ideas, 
collaborate with other en-
trepreneurs from across the 
region and connection to 
business resources.

To date, Th e GAUNT-
LET has worked with more 
than 700 entrepreneurs 
and awarded over $7 mil-
lion in resources, including 
grants, cash and in-kind 
prizes. 

For more information 
about Th e GAUNTLET 
and to apply online, visit: 
www.TheAdvancement-
Foundation.org/Gauntlet. 
Virtual classes start Tues-
day, Feb. 7, 2023. 

-The New Castle Record COURTESY OF THE ADVANCEMENT FOUNDATION Virtual classes start Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023.

grounds at 6 p.m., follow Salem 
Avenue (Route 311) to Main 
Street where it turns and pro-
ceeds two blocks to the court-
house. 

Th e fairgrounds will open at 
4 p.m., if those who are partici-
pating wish to decorate their 
entries there. 

Entrees can include any ve-
hicles, tractors, motorcycles or 
four-wheelers, fl oats, groups, 
or clubs to walk, and any other 
creative safe means that brings 
life to a parade. 

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
will be at the courthouse to give 
out candy and to talk to fi nd 

out what the kids are asking for 
this Christmas. 

Packs of candy will be given 
to each child, compliments 
of the Craig Botetourt Elec-
tric Cooperative, which Angie 
Guthrie-Ponton of Guthrie 
Insurance packaged for each 
child. 

Th ey ask that all participants 
in the parade to be at the fair-
grounds by 5:30 p.m. to line 
up. No advance sign up is re-
quired. 

Floats and lights with music 
are encouraged and they ask 
that candy not be thrown from 
the vehicles this year, to pre-

vent kids from running in and 
around the vehicles passing by. 

For more information on 
being an entry, contact Kathy 
Jones at (540) 864-5010. 

Come early and grab a good 
spot to sit, either on Route 311 
or Main Street, and enjoy a fun 
evening in New Castle. 

Parade from page 1

will also receive a $100 gas gift 
card, donated from IGA Express 
Exxon or Gopher Market. 

To enter, go to craigrescue.
com/lightupcraig, email them at 
officers@craigrescue.com, check 
out the Facebook page or con-
nect with Robert Wrzosek or 
Trace Bellassai or call the vol-
unteer station at 540-864-5115 
to leave a message and someone 
will return the call. 

The judges will be coming 
around to the homes on Dec. 18 
and 19.

Contestants will be judged 
in three categories: Creativity 
(originality, unique design and 
creative use of lights and deco-
rations), Arrangement (display 
and placement of decorations) 
and Overall appearance (color 
coordination, balance, and over-
all attractiveness). 

Also, there will be a “commu-
nity favorite” chosen by mem-
bers of the community via on-
line voting which is sponsored 
by the local IGA Express Exxon. 

So, those who are interested may 
participate online! They will win 
a $100 gas gift card, donation 
from IGA Express Exxon or Go-
pher Market. 

Last year Darrell Frango took 
first place with a driveway filled 
with blow up decorations, his 
home and garage lined with 
lights and on the inside of his 
home, every room was filled 
with Christmas cheer, each hav-
ing a different theme. 

“It takes me several weeks 
to get this all done,” Frango 
shared. “I’ve done this for years 
and keep adding to my collec-
tion. I love it!

“We are excited about the 
contest again this year,” shared 
Trace Bellassai from the rescue 
squad. 

They are hoping more will en-
ter this year, creating a great list 
of homes for everyone to drive 
by and admire. 

The list of decorated homes 
will be at https://craigrescue.
com/lightlist.

Light Up Craig from page 1

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
A friendly waving snowman welcomes everyone to Frango’s home to enjoy the many 
decorations. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Single Lens Refl ex
 4. People of southern Benin
 7. One who is learned 
(abbr.)
10. Neckwear
11. Solid water
12. A way to work the soil
13. Inspiring
15. Pick up
16. It wakes you up
19. Parcel
21. Popular dog breed
23. Lets out a sigh
24. Embedded into the 
surface
25. Hard liquors
26. One from Scotland
27. Satisfy
30. Used to introduce a 
contrasting statement
34. Antidepressant drug 
type (abbr.)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

35. Similar
36. Winged horse
41. Soft drink maker
45. One who doesn’t live 
up to expectations
46. Nursemaid
47. Inheritor
50. Hot, often dusty wind
54. Serves as an introduc-
tion
55. Earned top billing
56. Mansion
57. A partner to a carrot
59. War-horse
60. Midway between 
northeast and east
61. It checks the heartbeat
62. Aquatic salamander
63. CNN’s founder
64. Being precisely suitable 
and right
65. Strongly alkaline 
solution

CLUES DOWN
 1. Pinochle trick
 2. A system of connections
 3. Emblems of royalty
 4. Work with a soft hand
 5. Plant cultivated in Peru
 6. A timid man
 7. Lacking intellectual 
depth
 8. A way to order
 9. Intoxicating
13. Mimic
14. Surfers use it
17. Small Eurasian deer
18. Popular Miller beer
20. Finds out about
22. Unusual
27. Small European viper
28. Indicates before
29. Birth swine
31. 7
32. Useful keyboard key
33. Letter of the Greek 

alphabet
37. Edible mollusk
38. Stitched up
39. Utilized
40. __ in tradition
41. A way to get through
42. Let off
43. Fashionable source 
of shade
44. In due time
47. Printing speed
48. A major division of 
geological time
49. Nocturnal, cat-like 
mammal
51. __ de la __
52. After B
53. Unusual
58. Former money of 
the EU
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Poindexter named Roanoke 
County chief of police

Roanoke County an-
nounced earlier this month 
that Michael Poindexter 
will assume the position of 
chief of police on Jan. 1, 
2023. 

“I am honored and 
humbled to be selected 
as the next Police Chief 
of the Roanoke County 
Police Department,” said 
Poindexter. “I look for-
ward to further serving the 
citizens of Roanoke Coun-
ty as well as working with 
the men and women who 
serve our community.”

Roanoke County said 
it conducted a nationwide 
search to fi ll the chief of 
police position. Poindex-
ter received the approval 

of an interview committee 
led by the county admin-
istrator. 

“We are extremely 
pleased to make this an-
nouncement,” said Roa-
noke County Administra-
tor Richard L. Caywood, 
adding, “Mike’s dedication 
and years of experience in 
the Roanoke Valley cou-
pled with his education, 
leadership, and growth 
within the department 
were impressive. We are 
confi dent he will provide a 
smooth transition into the 
important role and fulfi ll 
the duties well.” 

Poindexter has been 
acting as assistant chief 
of police for the depart-

ment since April of this 
year, as well as supervising 
the professional standards 
unit, the Roanoke County 
Criminal Justice Acad-
emy, Services Division and 
Crime Prevention. 

Before this role, he 
dedicated 28 years as po-
lice commander, police 
sergeant and police offi  -
cer gaining experience in 
criminal investigations, 
administration, mentor-
ship and human resources 
within numerous divisions 
and platoons in the county. 

Poindexter earned an 
undergraduate degree in 
criminal justice from Blue-
fi eld College in 2011.

Poindexter is the fourth 

person to lead the Roa-
noke County Police De-
partment since it formed 
in 1990. As chief of the 
department, Poindexter 
will direct the activities of 
the department, which is 
an agency of 140 sworn 
employees and 16 civilian 
personnel.  

Poindexter and his wife 
have been married for 25 
years and are natives of the 
Roanoke Valley.  

Poindexter will follow 
Chief Howard Hall who 
announced his retirement 
in September, after serv-
ing nearly 40 years in law 
enforcement. 

-The New Castle Record COURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTYPoindexter

Poe named assistant director 
of economic development

Roanoke County an-
nounced last week that 
Danielle Poe, a Roanoke 
Valley native, has been 
appointed assistant di-
rector of economic de-
velopment. She assumed 
her new position Mon-
day.

“We are fortunate to 
gain a leader within the 
Roanoke Valley who 
has expertise not just 
on the Valley and in-
novative strategies for 
economic development, 

but is respected for her 
leadership,” said Richard 
L. Caywood, county ad-
ministrator. “I know she 
will complement the de-
partment well.” 

Poe previously man-
aged the day-to-day op-
erations within the Roa-
noke Regional Airport 
Commission for three 
years and oversaw risk 
management strategies 
for various projects as the 
business manager. She 
has over 15 years of ex-

perience in various other 
roles, including as the 
economic development 
specialist for Downtown 
Roanoke, Inc. 

She holds an under-
graduate degree in ex-
ercise, sport and health 
education from Radford 
University. She is affili-
ated with a number of 
organizations, includ-
ing chair of Leadership 
Roanoke Valley, the 
Roanoke Boosters Club 
and Wasena Elementary 

PTA. 
“I am excited for the 

opportunity to work 
with the Roanoke Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment team,” said Poe. 
“Roanoke County has a 
vision, momentum, and 
support by leadership 
making it an exciting 
time to make this transi-
tion. I think the best is 
yet to come, and I can’t 
wait to get to work!”

-The New Castle RecordCOURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTYPoe

Candlelight Remembrance Service set for Dec. 6
Th e holiday season is full of trees and 

trimmings, caroling and gifts, wonder 
and joy; but for families who have re-
cently lost a loved one, it can also be a 
diffi  cult time of grief and heartache.  For 
this reason, John M. Oakey and Son 
Funeral Home will host their Annual 
Candlelight Remembrance Service on 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. in their cha-
pel.

“We understand the grief journey 
that many families go through after 
losing someone they love,” said Cathie 
Th omas, president of John M. Oakey 
and Son. “Perhaps there is no time of 
the year when we are more aware of the 
empty space our dear one has left behind 
than during the holiday season.” 

Pastor Mike Lauridsen, of Parkway 
Church on the Mountain, will share 
an inspirational message of healing and 
hope to help families prepare their hearts 
for a holiday season following a loss. 
“Walking through grief can be a diffi  cult 
and uncertain trek,” explained manager, 

Dave Vanderpool, “especially for fami-
lies who are experiencing the fi rst holi-
day season absent of someone they love.”

Th e decorated historic home is all set 
to warmly welcome families inside to 
share memories and to light candles of 
remembrance in honor and memory of 
loved ones lost. “We want to emphasize 
that this is a special service for the com-
munity and not just for families that we 
have served this past year,” said Th om-
as. “All are welcome.”  

Th e reading of the poem, “Th e Four 
Candles” is always a meaningful part of 
the service after which guests are invited 
to light a candle of remembrance for 
their dear ones.  

“We have orchestrated a meaningful 
service which we hope will be of comfort 
to families,” said Th omas. Th e John M. 
Oakey and Son family has a special gift 
for each guest as a memento of gratitude 
for allowing them the privilege of caring 
for their family during a most diffi  cult 
time. “Each family we serve is special to 

us and becomes part of our family,” ex-
plained Th omas. “We are so grateful for 
the faith and trust bestowed upon our 
funeral home by our community.”

Immediately following the service, 
families are invited to stay for a time of 
fellowship and light hors d’oeuvres. 

Holiday traditions are special at John 
M. Oakey and Son and the staff  would 
like to invite the community to partici-
pate in one of their own by honoring the 
memory of a loved one on the Lights of 
Love Memorial Tree.  Th is too is not just 
for families who have called upon John 
M. Oakey and Son this past year, but all 
are welcome to place a “light of hope, joy 
and peace”, on the tree to shine through-
out the holiday season.  

For more information about the 
candlelight service or to add your loved 
one’s name to the Lights of Love Memo-
rial Tree, at no charge, call 389-5441 or 
email info@johnmoakey.com 

-Candy Long COURTESY OF CATHIE THOMAS 
John M. Oakey and Son Funeral Home
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Previous columns this 
month from the Craig Coun-
ty Public Library focused on 
the first 50 reasons why you 
should read from natural-
beachliving.com. This week, 
we have an additional set of 
25 reasons:

Variety of options
Keeps your brain busy
Can be great bonding time
Helps you speak better
Improves critical thinking
Helps you feel smarter
Learn something new
Great for all ages

Easily portable
Helps you sleep at bedtime
Find inspiration
Helps your grammar
Improves your brain
Builds self confidence
Inspires you to try some-

thing new
Brightens your day
Shows you more than the 

movie
Learn about your country’s 

history

Gives you something to 
think about

Makes you wonder
Experience another culture
Keeps you busy
Builds self esteem
Entertainment
Stimulate your brain
The Craig County Public 

Library thanks you for your 
support! We look forward to 
serving you during the new 
year!

part to the conservation 
efforts of the Pittman-
Robertson Act spon-
sored by U.S. Senator 
A. Willis Robertson of 
Lexington.

A popular myth holds 
that Benjamin Franklin 
suggested the turkey as 
our national symbol in-
stead of the bald eagle. 
Although he did not in 
fact offer that proposal, 
he did make favorable 
comparisons of the tur-
key to the bald eagle. In 
a letter to his daughter, 
he mused about a medal 
for the Society of the 
Cincinnati, an organi-
zation made up of Con-
tinental Army officers. 
The eagle on the medal 
looked similar to a tur-
key, prompting Franklin 
to observe:

“For my own part I 
wish the Bald Eagle had 
not been chosen as the 
Representative of our 
Country. He is a Bird 
of bad moral Character. 
He does not get his Liv-
ing honestly. You may 
have seen him perch’d 

on some dead Tree near 
the River, where, too 
lazy to fish for himself, 
he watches the Labour 
of the Fishing Hawk [os-
prey]; and when that dil-
igent Bird has at length 
taken a Fish, and is bear-
ing it to his Nest for the 
Support of his Mate and 
young Ones, the Bald 
Eagle pursues him and 
takes it from him.”

For the record, I do 
not share Franklin’s 
low opinion of the bald 
eagle. As for the turkey, 
Franklin continued:

“For in Truth the Tur-
key is in Comparison 
a much more respect-
able Bird, and withal a 
true original Native of 
America. Eagles have 
been found in all Coun-
tries, but the Turkey was 
peculiar to ours . . . He 
is besides, tho’ a little 
vain and silly, a Bird 
of Courage, and would 
not hesitate to attack a 
Grenadier of the British 
Guards who should pre-
sume to invade his Farm 
Yard with a red Coat 

on.”
We can wonder 

whether Franklin ever 
expressed his thoughts 
on the matter to George 
Washington. Perhaps he 
did not share Franklin’s 
affection for the bird, 
because while the first 
president, and as Henry 
Lee said, “First in war, 
first in peace, and first 
in the hearts of his coun-
trymen,” Washington 
was not the first presi-
dent to pardon a turkey.

The precedent for 
the White House tur-
key pardon was set by 
Abraham Lincoln, who 
spared the life of a tur-
key at the behest of his 
son. Later presidents 
such as John F. Kennedy 
and Ronald Reagan held 
their own events pardon-
ing turkeys, and George 
H.W. Bush made it an 
annual occasion starting 
in 1989. Several of the 
turkeys participating in 
the ceremony in recent 
years retired afterward 
to Virginia Tech.

But if George Wash-

ington had little to say 
on turkeys, he had plen-
ty to say on Thanksgiv-
ing. During his first year 
in office, 1789, he called 
for Thursday, November 
26 to be set aside as “a 
day of public thanksgiv-
ing and prayer to be ob-
served by acknowledging 
with grateful hearts the 
many signal favors of 
Almighty God especially 
by affording them an op-
portunity peaceably to 
establish a form of gov-
ernment for their safety 
and happiness.”

His proclamation 
went on to list the bless-
ings the young country 
enjoyed, from its new 
Constitution to its civil 
and religious liberty, and 
called on Americans to 
offer thanks and suppli-
cation for the country’s 
future.

Editor’s note: Due 
to early press deadlines 
because of Thanksgiv-
ing, this column did not 
make it into last week’s 
issue.
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Marge Lewter

A Thanksgiving tribute to the turkey

Thanksgiving is a 
time when many guests 
gather around the dinner 
table and feast as part of 
the day’s activities. An-
other regular Thanks-
giving guest, however, is 
not around the table but 
atop it, and not at his 
own choice: the turkey.

The turkey is as much 
a part of the Thanksgiv-
ing story as we know it 
today as Berkeley Plan-
tation and the Pilgrims 

of Massachusetts, and 
indeed it is part of the 
American story.

Although accounts of 
the 1621 Thanksgiving 
at Plymouth colony in-
dicate only that “fowl” 
was eaten, not turkeys 
specifically, they eventu-
ally became a frequent 
presence on dinner ta-
bles. The reason is not 
surprising: the birds 
were quite plentiful. An 
article on Britannica.
com notes that at least 
10 million turkeys are 
estimated to have lived 
on the continent when 
Europeans arrived. By 
the 20th century, their 
numbers had shrunk to 
a mere 200,000, but to-
day millions of wild tur-
keys once again roam the 
United States, thanks in 
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OBITUARY

McPherson, Jennifer Gail Carper
Jennifer Gail Carper McPher-

son, 70, of New Castle, passed 
away at her home on Sunday, 
Nov. 27, 2022, with her beloved 
husband, B.B. McPherson, and 
her family by her side.  She was 

born on Aug. 11, 1952, daughter 
of the late William R. Carper, Jr. 
and Barbara Ann Caldwell Carp-
er. 

 Family and friends will be re-
ceived at Paitsel Funeral Home, 

286 Main St., New Castle, 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022 from 6-8 
p.m., and Friday, Dec, 2, 2022 
for funeral services at 2 p.m. In-
terment will follow at Huffman 
Cemetery.



THE NEW CASTLE RECORD • NOVEMBER 30, 2022 • PAGE 5WWW.OURVALLEY.ORG

JOB OPENING

The Craig New Castle PSA has a Full Time job 
opening for an operator or operator trainee. An 
Operator Trainee needs no experience but will be 
expected to attend training sessions and will be 
required to become certified in wastewater and/
or water treatment. Job duties will include but 
will not be limited to operation of the wastewa-
ter and water treatment facilities, maintenance 
of equipment, supply lines and vehicles and any 
other aspect of running the daily operations of 
the Craig New Castle PSA. Benefits include health 
and dental insurance, life insurance, retirement, 
vacation and sick leave and paid holidays. 

Operator Trainees will be offered $15 per hour- 
Employee candidates with experience i.e. op-
erators license, backhoe operators, pipeline con-
struction experience or other qualities that the 
board may find pertinent may negotiate wages.

Applications can be picked up at the Craig New 
Castle PSA Office or a resume can be mailed to

Craig New Castle PSA 
P.O. Box 128

New Castle, VA 24127

The Craig New Castle PSA is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!
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sures will be in place north-
bound and southbound 
during nighttime hours, 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will patch pot-
holes along southbound and 
northbound Interstate 81. 
Mobile right and left lane 
closures will be in place and 
moving along northbound 
and southbound lanes dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect pos-
sible delays.

 
INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WILLIAM-
SON ROAD –On Route 
11 (Williamson Road) driv-
ers can expect intermittent 
and alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue and 
Wells Avenue. Intermittent 
daytime and nighttime lane 
closures between the inter-
sections above might be re-
quired, and will be in place 
utilizing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Expected comple-
tion end of 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: A 
left lane closure will be in 
place on northbound and 
southbound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Monday at 7 
a.m. through Wednesday at 
7 p.m.  A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 0-1, 
Th ursday at 7 a.m. through 
Saturday at 7 p.m.  A left 
and center lane closure will 
be in place on northbound 
and southbound I-581 from 
mile marker 0-1, Saturday 
at 5 p.m. through Sunday at 
2 p.m.  A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between the 
intersections of Rutherford 
Avenue and Wells Avenue 
periodically. Nighttime left 
lane closures for both the 
northbound and south-
bound directions of Route 
11 are possible between 
the intersections referenced 
above.

 
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

 
I-581/220 LANE & 

RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAINTE-
NANCE OPERATIONS 
IN ROANOKE COUN-
TY– Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling and 
paving along Interstate 81. 
Right and left lane closures 
will be in place along north-

be posted to designate the 
detour route. Northbound 
13th Street will remain 
open to traffi  c. Flaggers may 
be possible and the speed 
limit through the work zone 
is 25 mph. Th e project is 
expected to be completed 
in summer 2023.

14th STREET 
CLOSED: 14th Street clo-
sures may be in place for 
drainage installation.

TRAFFIC PATTERN 
CHANGE: Northbound 
traffi  c will be switched to 
the northbound lane of 
13th Street. Southbound 
traffi  c will still be detoured 
around the work zone.

 
SURFACE TREAT-

MENT OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will begin surface treat-
ment operations on various 
routes.  Lane closures may 
be in place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times dur-
ing daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays. Th e 
road surface may be rough 
for a several weeks after sur-
face treatment is applied. 
Once it packs down, the 
road surface will be brushed 
and return to a more 
smooth surface.

 
ROANOKE COUNTY
 
ROUTE 311 AND 

ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 
and Route 419 in Roanoke 
County at Hanging Rock 
with a roundabout is set to 
begin. Th e new roundabout 
is currently open to traf-
fi c. During the remaining 
construction, lane closures 
may be in place. Expect-
ed completion is end of 
2022.  Drivers should ex-
pect the following:

LANE CLO-
SURES: Single lane closure 
with a fl agging operation 
will be in place on Wise Av-
enue between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m.

PAVING: Paving is un-
derway until complete. 
Drivers should expect lane 
closures and fl agging op-
erations during nighttime 
hours, 7:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning.

July through Novem-
ber: Th e new roundabout is 

now open to traffi  c. Drivers 
should still expect nighttime 
lane closures with fl aggers 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday 
around the roundabout 
for fi nal paving, pavement 
marking and sign installa-
tion.

 
BLUE RIDGE PARK-

WAY CLOSURE – Th e 
Blue Ridge Parkway will be 
repairing slope failures and a 
culvert failure at mile mark-
er 127.9. A 15-mile stretch 
of the Parkway, mile marker 
121.4 to 136, will be closed 
to all uses including cyclists, 
pedestrians and drivers. De-
tour signs to detour traffi  c 
around the Bent Moun-
tain section of the Parkway 
will be in place. Traffi  c will 
be rerouted to Route 220 
south to Route 419 north 
to Route 221 south. Traffi  c 
traveling north on the Park-
way would be reversed. Th e 
detour is expected to be in 
place until 2023.

 
PAVING OPERA-

TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on var-
ious routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place and fl aggers 
may control traffi  c at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

 
SURFACE TREAT-

MENT OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will begin surface treat-
ment operations on various 
routes.  Lane closures may 
be in place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times dur-
ing daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays. Th e 
road surface may be rough 
for a several weeks after sur-
face treatment is applied. 
Once it packs down, the 
road surface will be brushed 
and return to a more 
smooth surface.

 
B O T E T O U R T 

COUNTY
 
ROUTE 11 BUCHAN-

AN BRIDGE PROJECT 
- A construction project 
on the Route 11 Bridge 
in the Town of Buchanan 
is underway. Water Street 
is closed for the duration 
of the project and drivers 

should expect periodic lane 
closures with fl agging op-
erations to be in place dur-
ing daytime hours. Message 
boards are present to alert 
and update drivers. Expect-
ed completion in summer 
2023.

 
ROUTE 1095 (HIGH-

LAND DRIVE) PIPE 
FAILURE CLOSURE 
– Route 1095 (Highland 
Drive) near its intersection 
with Sanderson Road is 
closed until further notice 
due to a pipe failure. Th e 
road is currently impass-
able, and drivers will need 
to seek alternate routes to 
avoid the area such as Mur-
ray Court to Richardson. 
Please adhere to closure 
signs. Th e road is expected 
to be closed approximately 
or at least through Mid-De-
cember 2022.

 
ROUTE 611 (GREY-

LEDGE ROAD) – A 1.5-
mile section of Route 611 
(Greyledge Road) is closed 
due to fl ooding that dam-
aged the roadway. Extensive 
repairs will be needed and 
a detour will be in place. 
Th ere is no estimated time 
for the road to reopen.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on var-
ious routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place and fl ag-
gers may control traffi  c at 
times during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

 
CRAIG COUNTY

ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK – 
Temporary signals control 
traffi  c across the bridge and 
will be in place throughout 
the project. Construction 
will begin on the north-
bound side of the bridge 

and once completed, work 
will switch to the south-
bound side. In addition, a 
section of Route 646 (Al-
len Street) between Route 
650 and Route 311 will be 
closed during construction 
and a signed detour will be 
in place. All traffi  c will be 
detoured to Marshall Street 
and Kanawha Street to access 
either 311 or the homes lo-
cated off  Allen Street. Speed 
limit will be reduced to 35 
mph in the work zone with 
a width restriction of 9 
feet. Drivers should expect 
delays and allow extra trav-
el time through the work 
zone. Weather permitting, 
the bridge is expected to be 
open to traffi  c by the end of 
2022.

T R A F F I C 
SWITCH: Traffi  c has been 
switched from using the 
southbound lane to the 
northbound lane while work 
continues. Southbound 
lanes are closed. Temporary 
traffi  c signals will continue 
to direct traffi  c and message 
boards will notify drivers.

 
M O N T G O M E R Y 

COUNTY
ROUTE 114 TURN 

LANE CONSTRUC-
TION - Construction is 
underway on road im-
provements on Route 114 
(Peppers Ferry Road) for 
a new entrance to Belview 
Elementary School.  Mo-
torists should expect daily 
lane closures controlled by 
fl agging.  Work is expected 
to be completed by the end 
of November 2022.

 
PAVING OPERA-

TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on var-
ious routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place and fl ag-
gers may control traffi  c at 
times during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays. 

bound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime 
hours. Drivers should ex-
pect possible delays.

 
I-581 BRIDGE RE-

PAIRS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will repair bridge 
decks on Interstate 581. 
Right, center and left lane 
closures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays. 
Scheduled traffi  c impacts 
include: Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 northbound from 
Orange Avenue to Valley 
View Boulevard from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Left or right 
lane closures may be in 
place on I-581 from Valley 
View Boulevard to Orange 
Avenue from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Flagging operations 
may be in place on Liberty 
Road NW from Lukens 
Street NE to Hunt Avenue 
NW from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

I-581 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

 
ROANOKE CITY
 
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project 
to improve a portion of 
13th Street SE in Roanoke is 
underway. Located in a resi-
dential neighborhood just 
east of downtown Roanoke, 
this project will improve 
traffi  c fl ow and connectivity 
along 13th Street SE from 
Tazewell Avenue to Norfolk 
Avenue. Th e project entails 
reconstructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as an im-
proved, two-lane roadway 
with 10.5-foot-wide travel 
lane and a raised median. 
A new roadway will extend 
13th Street to Norfolk Av-
enue and the intersection 
at 13th Street and Wise Av-
enue will be reconfi gured to 
include a roundabout. Bike 
lanes, sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will 
also be added. Southbound 
13th Street traffi  c has a de-
tour in place using Norfolk 
Avenue onto 12th Street 
to Tazewell Avenue. Th is 
detour will be in place 
throughout the duration 
of this project. Signs will 
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/22. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for 
those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.22

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

EXPERIENCE YOU
CAN TRUST
Only American Standard has OVER 
150 years of experience and off ers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub

SUPERIOR DESIGN
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar & 
textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 
experience

PATENTED QUICK DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY

LIFETIME WARRANTY
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS
More than any other tub we’ve seen

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500

Lifetime Warranty | Finance Options Available*

Walk-In Tubs

FREE
Savings include 

our own
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

($500 VALUE)

M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P

A
R

T
S

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. Buy from 
a brand you trust. Patented Quick-Drain® 
technology. 44 hydrotherapy jets. Lifetime 
warranty on tub and installation! FREE in-
home consultation at your convenience. 
Limited time offer - $1,500 in savings in-
cludes a FREE right-height toilet. Call 1-855-
864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-1631 
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
LIVESTOCK SALE 
BCIA CULPEPER SENIOR BULL SALE, 
Saturday, December 10, Noon, Culpeper 
Agricultural Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. Selling 
77 Angus, Braunvieh, Charolais, Gelbvieh, 
Gelbvieh Balancer, Hereford, Red Angus, 
Simmental and SimAngus bulls.  Catalog 
540-231-9159. Sale information available at 
www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu. Sale available online 
at  HYPERLINK “https://www.liveauctions.
tv/” https://www.liveauctions.tv/
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral and other  -
nal expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia #6258

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Privately Listed 
Estate Sale for 
Long time 
Buchanan Resident

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Positions Wanted

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Rent

  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

1171 COYNER 
SPRINGS RD, 
ROANOKE, VA 

24012 

ABC NOTICE 

OF 12790 LEE 
HIGHWAY, 

BUCHANAN, VA 
24066 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Will File 
#210000224 

 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF 
SALEM 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF 405 WADES LN, 
CHRISTIANSBURG, 

VA 24073.  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First ApplicationCaring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

King’s Hauling & 
Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

John King, PresidentSpecialized Saw 
& Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem
(540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN
The Craig County Middle School basketball teams will host a doubleheader on Thursday against Covington. Action begins at 5 pm. Here Emily Smith(left) brings the ball 
up the floor in a recent game and Brayden Dunbar(right) handles the ball for the boys’ team.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ROCKETS HAVE DOUBLEHEADER THURSDAY

Senior Zachary Peters is a talented point guard for 
Craig.

Senior Annabelle Gregory is Craig’s point guard.

ROCKETS OPEN BASKETBALL SEASON THIS WEEK,
QUADRUPLE-HEADER IN NEW CASTLE SATURDAY   

Hannah Ratliff is a captain for the Rockets.Senior Lexxy Brookman returns to play the post.

NCR FILE PHOTOS
Matthew Lucas was first team all-district as a freshman.

Th e Craig County High 
School basketball teams open 
the season this week and the 
highlight will be a “quadru-
ple-header” on Saturday at 
the high school gym.

All four games will be 
against Bland County, be-
ginning with a noon game 
between the jayvee girls. Th e 
varsity girls will follow at ap-
proximately 1:30 pm.

Th e jayvee boys will take 
the fl oor next at approxi-
mately 3:15 pm, then the 
varsity boys will wrap up a big 
day with a game at around 
5 pm. One admission price 
is good for all four games 
and the teams will warm up 
in the auxiliary gym so there 
will be minimal time between 
games.

Th e Bland game will be the 
season opener for the Rocket 
boys, who were scheduled to 
scrimmage Smith Mountain 
Lake Academy on Tuesday. 
Th e girls will have a game 
under their belts as they were 
scheduled to open at home 
with James River on Mon-
day. Results were too late for 
publication, but the Rockets 
are looking forward to a good 
season under second year 
head coach Brock Jones.

Craig returns four starters 
from last year’s varsity team, 
senior center Lexxy Brook-
man, senior point guard 
Annabelle Gregory, senior 
guard Hannah Ratliff  and 
sophomore swing player 
Maggie Mays. Brookman was 
a second Team All-District 
selection last year, averaging 
10.3 points per game and 
9.7 rebounds per game. Of-
fense will mainly roll through 
Lexxy this year. 

“She is arguably the best 
post player in the Pioneer 
District and not many teams 
last year had answers for her 
when she caught the ball on 
the block,” said coach Jones. 
“We’re expecting a big season 
from Lexxy. She’s working 
one-on-one with me during 
post- perimeter drills and 
getting her foot work down 
and learning diff erent moves 
this year on the block. High 
expectations for Lexxy this 
year and so glad I get to coach 
her.”

Gregory averaged 4.6 as-
sists per game and 2.4 steals 

per game last year.  
“She’s like the energizer 

bunny and just keeps going,” 
said Jones. “She handles the 
ball well, is quick, and plays 
tremendous defense. We are 
looking forward to Annie 
looking for her shot more this 
year.”

Gregory will give oppo-
nents fi ts with her ball-hawk-
ing defense.

“We have worked on her 
on ball defense and learning 
to stay in front of the player 
and not reach,” said Jones. 
“Annie will have the tough-
est assignment game in and 
game out guarding the other 
team’s best defensive player. 
She brings the grit to the team 
with the tough attitude and 
not backing down and giving 
it her all. Annie may only be 
5’2 but she thinks she’s 6’5.”

Ratliff  is the team’s cap-
tain. She’ll be counted on for 
heavy minutes.

“She worked hard in the 
off  season a lot to earn this 
title,” said Jones. “She’s a cross 
country runner and she can 
go pretty much the whole 
game if need be. She can run 
the point if needed and has 
tremendous on ball defense, 
sliding her feet really well. 
She has worked on her shot 
during the off season and has 
improved.”

Mays was a solid player for 
the Rockets as a freshman last 
year, leading the team in scor-
ing in seven diff erent games.

“Maggie brings great abil-
ity to the team for us,” said 
Jones. “She can handle the 
ball, rebound and score inside 
or out. I have been coaching 
Maggie for about four years 
now with AAU and her game 
has improved so much. Th e 
future is bright for Maggie 
the next three years and she 
will be leaned on a lot going 
forward the rest of her career. 

Junior Ashley Cayton will 
move up to the varsity after 
playing jayvee last year. A ju-
nior guard, she was pulled up 
for the Pioneer District tour-
nament last year. 

“Ashley can knock the 
deep ball down well and has 
a wonderful follow through 
shot,” said Jones. “She brings 
some length to the table and a 
smile to every practice regard-
less of the situations.”

Sophomore Madison Un-
derwood brings size to the 
team and strength around the 
basket.

“Madison is a strong girl 
who rebounds well and clears 
out space under the basket,” 
said Jones. “She will see heavy 
minutes in the post this year 
and can also score around 
the basket. She was Lexxy’s 
primary sub last season as a 
freshman and gave us great 
minutes.” 

Two freshman will join the 
varsity this year and will make 
immediate contributions. 
Daileigh Donithan is a swing 
player while Kallie Fisher is a 
guard.

“Daileigh has the best shot 
on the team and we have high 
expectations for her this year,” 
said Jones. “She’s another kid 
I have coached in the AAU 
program. She shoots the ball 
really well and understands 
the game. She will see plenty 
of minutes on the fl oor with 
designed plays for her.”

Fisher brings solid ball 
handling ability to the team 
and on-ball defense  She’s a 
fi rst cousin of Gregory. 

“Another kid I have 
coached for four years during 
AAU and such,” said Jones.  
“Kallie was a member of the 
Virginia Bandits AAU pro-
gram along with two other 
Craig County basketball 
members who won the Com-
monwealth Games at Liberty 

University this past summer. 
She’ll be leaned on heavily in 
the back court as a freshman. 
We’re super excited to she’s 
fi nally old enough for the 
varsity.”

Jones sees Eastern Mont-
gomery as the best team in 
the Pioneer District coming 
into the season. 

“East Mont will be the 
team to beat this year in the 
Pioneer, followed by Parry 
McCuler,” he said. “Th en it’s 
open. We have a shot to be 
top three in district this year 
if the girls work and put the 
time in.”

Both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams have struggled to fi nd 
practice time with school 
closed for sickness and bad 
weather. 

“We had to push back our 
fi rst practice due to illness at 
the school, and then doing 
school wide cleaning,” said 
Craig County boys’ coach 
Ryan Frazier. “Unfortunately 
that sickness crept into the 
team and we have yet to have 
a practice with our full squad. 
Given that, we are still look-
ing forward to what we can 
achieve this year.”

Th e boys return two start-
ers from last year, senior guard 
Zachary Peters and sopho-
more guard Matthew Lucas. 
Th e Rockets lost seven seniors 
from last year’s team. 

Peters is returning after be-
ing an honorable mention all-

district player last year. He’s a 
true point guard with great 
vision and range of passing.

“If you’re open Zach will 
fi nd you,” said Frazier. “We’re 
looking for him to make a big 
impact in the district this year 
as one of the best true point 
guards in the area.”

Lucas was a fi rst team all-
district selection as a fresh-
man and Frazier is looking for 
big things out of him. 

“Matthew has worked 
hard in the off -season on 
his game and his strength 
training,” he said  “We are 
expecting another good year 
from Matthew with a year of 
varsity experience under his 
belt. He’ll be one of the bet-
ter all-around players in the 
district and will have to adjust 
to being the focal point of the 
opposition’s defense.”

Craig will have several ju-
niors moving up to the varsity 
after graduating seven seniors 
from last year’s team. Hayden 
Reynolds, Drew Duncan, 
Will Johnson, Seth Parsons 
and Chris Matheney are all 
juniors who Frazier is count-
ing on. 

“Th ey will all have big 
minutes or big roles to play 
on the team this year,” he 
said. “We feel like they are all 
capable of making an impact 
on the team.”

Two sophomores, Talon 
Ritter and Jaycob Wolfe, will 
also be on the varsity. 

“Th ese two will have a 
sizable role in the team as 
sophomores,” said Frazier. 
“Th ey’re young but both 
show a lot of promise and 
this year will help them gain 
experience. We’re looking 
forward to working with all 
the newcomers to the varsity 
program.

“As you can see we have 
low numbers with nine play-
ers on the varsity team. With-
in that nine we have enough 
talent to make an impact in 
the district this year. We’re re-
placing a lot of production in 
points and rebounds, but we 
feel like we have a group that 
can do it.”

Th e boys made the Re-
gion 1C tournament last year 
and are hoping to get that far 
again this season.

“Our goal is to play in a 
regional game for the sec-
ond year in a row,” said Fra-
zier. “It will take a lot of work 
but the boys are more than 
able to get there. 

“Our team will look a lot 
diff erent, which may mean 
we adjust and play a little 
diff erently. We will be much 
smaller across the board but 
I feel we have some very 
skilled players, and players 
that compliment each other 
really well and enjoy being 
together. If we work hard and 
work together toward our 
common goal we can have a 
very successful season.”


