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Craig County residents remember those lost to COVID 

COVID is a word which has 
haunted homes and minds for 
three years now. However, a group 
of people came together to help of-
fer healing in diff erent ways. 

On the evening of Nov. 29, the 
Department of Social Services - 
TAP, United Way, Virginia Tech, 
Craig County Public Schools and 
community members joined to-
gether to provide solace, together-

ness and assistance to those who 
had experienced the travesty of 
COVID in their lives. 

When people entered the 
school, an array of photographs 
caught their attention. 

Sophie Wenzel, with Virginia 
Tech Center for Public Health 
Practices and Research, off ered an 
opportunity for Craig citizen to tell 
their stories, through a Photo Voice 
Project and a Story Tree.

Th e Photo Voice Project invited 
students from Craig County High 

School in the 4-H Club and the 
photography class to take pictures, 
and title them of how COVID im-
pacted them. 

Wenzel noted that “especially 
teens are not asked how they feel 
or how COVID aff ected them and 
how they feel,” therefore this gave 
them that opportunity. 

She added, “In October at the 
Craig County Fall Festival we set 
up the Story Tree and asked people 
to share their story of how COVID 
has impacted them either person-

ally or in the community level and 
how they see how their community 
is starting to recover.”

Th ere were approximately 100 
varied stories on the tree thus far, 
written on note cards and tied 
tightly to the branches.  

Leslie Clark, a representative of 
Family Health Strategies for Unit-
ed Way, both shared with Channel 
7 News which was there to cover 
the story and with the audience. 

“We are providing an opportu-
nity for the community to come 

together and to take a breath, of 
this post pandemic, to take stock 
of what we have in this community 
and to acknowledge the loss of life 
that has impacted this commu-
nity,” she said. 

“We want to celebrate the re-
silience of this community and to 
look forward with hope and be-
yond this pandemic,” Clark added. 
“We know that especially in small 
communities that COVID has 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Craig County Public Schools, along with other groups, 
hosted a heartfelt evening Community Remembrance 
Event on Nov. 29 in which stories were shared, student 
projects were presented and avenues of assistance to 
the rural community were offered, all of which related 
to the impacted of COVID-19. Superintendent Jeanette 
Warwick shared her testimony and gave great kudos 
to the CCPS staff for working so closely together to 
provide for the students while they were in the midst 
of a new chapter of life with the pandemic.

A Story-Tree was designed by  Sophie Wenzel, with 
Virginia Tech Center for Public Health Practices and 
Research, which offered an opportunity for Craig 
citizen to tell their stories by writing on a card and 
placing it on the tree for others to read as well, 
sharing in their pain and their future hopes. 

COURTESY PHOTOS
The  Photo Voice Project invited students from Craig 
County High School in the 4-H Club and the Photography 
class to take pictures, and title them of how COVID 
impacted them, with their honest feelings in words 
as Makenzie Lucas caught the reality of most families 
who felt the “ups and downs” of the unknown pandemic 
journey. 

The McCleary Elementary young kids walked the 
entire distance waving and shouting cheer to people, 
celebrating their “Bucket Fillers” club at the school.

Library, Lasterday 

hosting day with 

Santa Clause Dec. 17
Santa visited Lasterday 

last Saturday and will re-
turn Saturday, Dec. 
17. Th e Craig County 
Library and Lasterday 
hosted a day with Santa, 
where kids (10 and un-
der) get free pancakes, 
a visit and picture with 
Santa and Mrs. Clause, 

plus get a free toy and 
candy. Preregister next 
week on Facebook at 
Lasterday or the library 
so kids can talk with 
Santa as Allycia got to 
do this Saturday. Kids 10 
and under are free spon-
sored by CHIP and Kids 
11 and up are $6 each. PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING

Upper Craig Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department brings Santa to kids 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Santa stopped at the doorsteps of many kids on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, giving out candy and many wanted 
to tell them what they were hoping for under their 
tree. 

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See COVID, page 3

As the sirens rang from 
the Upper Craig Creek 
Volunteer Fire Trucks on 

Route 311, kids ran out 
to meet Santa, who was 
taking a ride. 

One home at a time, 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Upper Craig Creek Volunteers of the Fire 
Department worked diligently in filling loads of candy 
into bags for Santa to give to the kids. 

“Baby” Grant Oliver chose the Grinch theme for his 
ride this year in the parade, on his last derby car.

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING
Clubs joined in and decorated their vehicles with 
lights, music and more and the spectators seemed to 
enjoy them all. 

Parade brings joy and 
smiles to community

Many floats joined in the parade this year, including 
the newest Lunachicks baseball team, with balloons 
decked out in their colors.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See Santa, page 5

See Parade, page 5
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82% of Craig County 
Middle School 

Students and 69% 
of High School 

Students protect 
their lungs and 
do not vape .*

Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW
Text “VapeFreeVa” to 873-373

Visit LiveVapeFreeVA.org

Kudos to Craig County!

*According to the 2021 YRBS data.

Donations to fire departments are encouraged 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Craig County Fire Departments were glowing in lights and sirens at the parade. May Craig residents use this time to donate to them for support. Whether financial from 
$10 to $1000, it is all appreciated, or cleaning supplies, paper products or even some snacks or a pot of soup, as many work 24 hours or longer in our small community. 

CAT OF THE MONTH

COURTESY PHOTO
This little fella is Benny.  He is seven months old and is neutered. He has 
distinctive Bengal markings, loves back rubs and being brushed. Currently, he is 
not a lap kitty but as he grows, he could grow to like that too. Contact Barn Cat 
Buddies at 540-238-5549 to inquire about adopting Benny. 

INTERSTATE 81
           
INTERSTATE 81 LANE WIDENING 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT EXIT 
137 TO EXIT 141 – A $179 million design-
build project to widen both directions of I-81 
between mile markers 136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is set to begin. Starting in 
February and continuing into the early sum-
mer, work will be performed on the inside 
and outside shoulders along a fi ve mile sec-
tion of both northbound and southbound 
Interstate 81 in Roanoke County and the 
city of Salem. Th e shoulders will be built up 
before barrier wall can be installed for road 
crews to work behind. Barrier wall will be in-
stalled along the shoulders in the spring and 
summer. Two lanes of I-81 traffi  c in each di-
rection will remain open during the project 
with periodic lane closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or outside of peak travel 
times as needed.  Drivers can expect the fol-
lowing lane closures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and southbound I-81:

 
LANE CLOSURE WITH SIGNIGI-

CANT TRAFFIC DELAYS - Tentatively 
scheduled to start on Monday, Dec. 5 at 7 
p.m., a right lane closure will be in place on 
southbound I-81 at mile marker 138.4 in 
Roanoke County near Salem for major re-

pairs to the bridge over Route 635 (Goodwin 
Avenue). Th e lane will remain closed around 
the clock and is expected to reopen prior to 
the morning commute on Th ursday, Dec. 
8. Drivers between Roanoke and Christians-
burg will be signifi cantly impacted during 
this closure. Th is bridge is located within the 
work zone for the I-81 widening project be-
tween exits 137 and 141 and was damaged 
when hit by a tractor-trailer. Th e repairs in-
volve removing a section of damaged con-
crete, replacing reinforcing steel and pouring 
new concrete.

WORK ZONE SPEED: With narrow 
spacing in lanes due to barrier walls, lack of 
shoulders and lane shifts in various locations, 
drivers should adhere to posted 60 mph 
speed limits in the work zone and allow space 
when following a vehicle.

 RAMP CLOSURES: Ramp closures are 
possible during nighttime hours, 12 a.m., to 5 
a.m. Drivers should watch for message boards 
dates and times the ramp will be closed.

LANE CLOSURES: Alternating left 
and right lane and shoulder closures during 
nighttime hours between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday, are possible. Lane 
widths will be reduced to 11 feet.  North-
bound lane closures from I-81 mile marker 
136 to 141. Southbound Lane closures from 
I-81 mile marker 141 to 136.

VDOT ROADWATCH
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. A people of Eastern 
Afghanistan
 5. Supervises interstate 
commerce
 8. Touch lightly
11. Relating to bees
13. Mauna __, Hawaiian 
volcano
14. Mosuo culture religion
15. Italian village
16. Stiff bristle
17. Wealthy enclave in Rio
18. Cause to lose courage
20. Examines animals
21. Ethnic group of Laos 
and Thailand
22. Gets rid of
25. Having easily perceived 
thoughts
30. Removed surgically
31. Principle underlying the 
universe

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

32. Popular airline
33. Antelopes
38. Peacock network
41. Utter repeatedly
43. One from the Golden 
State
45. Photographers
48. Father
49. Popular BBQ dish
50. Cavalry sword
55. Ancient Greek sophist
56. Atomic mass unit
57. Affl icted in mind or 
body
59. Indian mythological 
fi gure
60. Mild expression of 
surprise
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Brew
63. Doctor of Education
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
 1. State attorneys
 2. Imitated
 3. Latvian capital
 4. Irish goddess
 5. Taste
 6. Dried
 7. Spanish saloon
 8. Mother of Perseus
 9. Evergreen coniferous 
trees
10. Refuse to comply
12. Negative
14. Hyphen
19. A way to record
23. Not good
24. One who tends the 
furnace
25. Small amount
26. Relative biological ef-
fectiveness (abbr.)
27. The whole quantity
28. __ King Cole, musician

29. One’s opinion
34. Holds ashes
35. Stablecoin crypto-
currency
36. Side-blotched lizards 
genus
37. Legislator (abbr.)
39. Concentrated bom-
bardment
40. Took for oneself
41. Nigerian City
42. Thousands of pounds
44. Inspired
45. Secret clique
46. Expression
47. Dough made from 
corn fl our
48. Comedian Carvey
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Resistance fi ghters
58. Criticize
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greatly impacted these folks. Loss of 
life here means so much more in a 
town of 5000 as opposed to a town 
of 100,000. We know that loss 
of jobs has a greater impact here. 
Th erefore, we just want to take a 
moment to celebrate small commu-
nities and what they have to off er in 
their togetherness and closeness.”

She noted that according to 
VDH there have been 24 fatali-
ties since the COVID pandemic 
started.

“As United Way, we are convey-
ers and connectors,” Clark said. 
“We know that there is strength in 
community and so to see a com-
munity come together and honor 
people from their past and to honor 
those who are still here fi ghting it 
just means the world to us.”

Superintendent Jeanette War-
wick said when she was asked if 
their school would be willing to 
participate in this event, she said 
that she was a bit surprised but un-
derstood, as the impact in Craig was 
very traumatic to many, in various 
ways. 

“I vividly remember when I re-
ceived the news on Friday March 
the 13th that the governor had 
ordered a school closure, starting 
Monday March 16 through Friday 
the 27 at a minimum. However, on 
March 23 he ordered all schools to 
close for the remainder of the 2019 - 
2020 school year,” Warwick shared. 
“In my 32 years of serving in public 
education I never thought I would 
ever hear those words.”

She shared how the Craig Coun-
ty school system then jumped into 
action to begin a new chapter and 
making sure their students were 
taught through a new “virtual” 
system unknown to CCPS teach-
ers and also fed as the cafeteria staff  
daily fi xed meals for students and 
the school delivered them. 

“It truly took a whole village to 
navigate this process and none of us 
could have gotten through that clo-
sure without each other,” Warwick 
added as she thanked the CCPS 
staff  for their perseverance and dedi-
cation that began on Friday, March 
13 and “has yet to truly end.”

Warwick became superintendent 
in 2016 and shared that each year 
she has chosen a theme and this year 
was the “Wizard of Oz,” “because 
the pandemic changed so much of 
how we do business that we truly 
are not in Kansas anymore; it has 
changed everything.”

Warwick described how in the 
classic movie, the lion was searching 
for courage the tin man was search-
ing for a heart and the scarecrow 
was searching for knowledge and 
wisdom. 

“Th ose are the characteristics 
that we have all had to hold on to 
in order to continue to navigate this 
pandemic as we had to be coura-
geous, we had to have a heart and 
love each other and continually 
search for knowledge and wisdom,” 
she said. “Dorothy was trying to get 
back to Kansas because there was 
just no place like home.”

Warwick continued, “So tonight 
I’m glad we are gathered here in our 
hometown of Newcastle to honor 
those who have lost loved ones to 
COVID, share the impact that CO-
VID has had on our community 
and to celebrate the resilience of our 
residents, and yes, fi nally to set our 
sights on our future.”

Clark shared that they were 

awarded a COVID equity grant 
through the Virginia Department 
of Health that allowed them to 
create a multimedia campaign that 
provided outreach to rural areas. 

“We wanted to provide some-
thing that could create healing to 
communities, and we knew that 
with 24 deaths and 34 hospitaliza-
tions in your small community of 
5000 was a great impact,” she add-
ed. “And, since working here I have 
discovered that you are the most 
welcoming beautiful people.”

She spoke of the COVID im-
pact to families in loss of life, loss 
of health, loss of job or income, 
increased depression, anxiety, sub-
stance abuse and vaccination opin-
ions. 

“Many of these things have di-
vided people over the last few years,” 
Clark stated.

She reported that according to 
VDH, approximately 50% of Craig 
County has been fully vaccinated.

“Where community is working 
together there is always hope and 
we want this year to be one of heal-
ing and of hope,” she said. “We’re 
taking this opportunity tonight to 
take a breath, to honor our loved 
ones and to honor all that everyone 
has been through and to feel good 
about where we are headed as a 
community.”

TAP representative Jo Nelson 
shared her viewpoint on COVID in 
the rural areas, being a rural resident 
herself. 

“We did not take and accept 
all the rules and guidelines easily,” 
she shared. “Th erefore, when we 
looked at the pandemic to see how 
we could be helpful, we seen a need 
how we could help the rural com-
munities and the number one aid 
was the ability to access emergency 
money.”

Th ey have been able to fi nd 
funding specifi cally for Craig and 
Allegheny counties to assist in some 
areas, such as mortgage, rent, child-
care, paying for medications, to give 
a few examples. 

“We just need to know how to 
help you the best way we can,” Nel-
son said. 

She also noted that there was the 
potential of helping families in non-
COVID crisis as well, including the 
possibility of tuition being paid at 
Mountain Empire for specifi c areas 
of study.

Nelson added with care, “Th is 
community always comes together. 
Even when there are no family 
members, their neighbors seem to 
step in. I appreciate you all for sup-
porting each other through this cri-
sis and beyond.”

Th e CCPS music teacher Alyssa 
Shulke and many of her pre-K, kin-
dergarten and 1st grade class sang 
“Th is Little Light of Mine.” Th eir 
zeal in acting out the song and their 
smiles, seemed to soften the “COV-
ID-loss” theme. 

Craig County native Sheila 
Hypes spoke about the untimely 
loss of her husband, Perry, the “love 
of her life of 42 wonderful years of 
marriage,” to COVID-19.

She began, “It was November of 
2021 that Perry was in the hospital 
fi ghting for his life and I will never 
forget it. Th is was not a good experi-
ence for me and my family.”

Sheila shared that when Perry 
fi rst had symptoms, he thought it 
was a minor cold and just took over 
the counter medications and actu-

ally continued to work at his job.
Later, she tested him for CO-

VID, and though it was positive. 
Perry told her everything was going 
to be OK. However, he then started 
sleeping a lot. 

Sheila continued her heartbreak-
ing story about Perry having to go to 
the hospital, her inability to be with 
or even see her husband during this 
time due to COVID hospital regu-
lations. Th en they put him on the 
infamous vent and sadly later died 
after almost a month in the hospital.

When Perry was at his last hours, 
they called her in. 

“Th e shape my husband was 
in, will never leave my mind,” she 
shared with tears. “We had to say 
our goodbyes and leave.” 

A few days later, she had to go 
to Paitsel Funeral Home where she 
started making arrangements, and a 
gentleman was assisting her. 

“Th is is why I love a small town,” 
Sheila said. “Julie and I had gone to 
school together and I lost it. I need-
ed help as I couldn’t answer all the 
questions the man was asking me.”

Julie then helped Sheila through 
the heartbreaking process, including 
planning his fi nal ride to his resting 
place in the back of a pickup truck. 

Sheila then shared that the most 
tragic and diffi  cult part of COVID 
was the separation.

“Th ere was no communication 
from the hospital to me and my 
family,” she stated with the under-
standing of heart that she knew 
that they were swamped and short 
staff ed. 

“But there is no loss like losing 
the love of my life,” she said with 
tears. “I know others had more than 
one loss in their family due to CO-
VID and I can’t imagine what that 
would be like because just losing 
my husband has changed my life 
forever.” 

Sheila also shared that she is 
grateful for her children and grand-
children who have been her rock 
and helped her during this time of 
grief.

Perry and Sheila’s granddaughter, 
Peyton, wanted to speak, but her 
heart broke after just a few words. 
Sheila said she wanted to let them 
know how much she missed her 
“Pawpaw Perry” and that she was 
sad that she couldn’t be there when 
he left this world. 

Pastor Lorraine Taylor of Grace 
Assembly Church encouraged ev-
eryone to continue to support one 
another and to lean on and trust 
God. 

“Smiles are free, and kindness 
is contagious,” she shared. “Th at’s 
what I heard during the Th anksgiv-
ing holiday from one of my neph-
ews.”

She stated that studies have 
shown that people who are thankful 
and show gratitude are happier.

“Together we are stronger, hap-
pier, and wiser,” Taylor added and 
quoted many Bible scriptures of en-
couragement. 

“A better world starts with you. 
Of all the attributes, love is the 
greatest and by this people will 
know that we belong to God.”

She spoke of caring for one an-
other, showing love in action while 
dealing with the unknown paths of 
the COVID pandemic side eff ects. 

A special song was beautifully 
sung by Amy Horton and Ashlyn 
Arthurs. One line said, “Th e sky 
is fi nally open and there’s always 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Music teacher Alyssa Shulke led some of her students in singing 
and acting out the words to, “This Little Light of Mine.”

Lexxy Brookman lost her grandfather to COVID, understanding 
the other 23 families’ losses. 

During this pandemic, many people have wanted an “escape 
route,” which Claire Morris depicted.

COURTESY PHOTOS
For many students, the school’s closure was a hard hit for them. 
Cheyenne Combs was able to capture this in her photo. 

COVID from page 1

been a rainbow hanging over your 
head.”

Warwick concluded the eve-
ning with a special thanks to 
everyone, with hopes that the 
togetherness helped the hurt and 
loss that people have endured.

She gave special thanks and 

gift cards to several who assisted 
in making the evening a blessing; 
Alyssa “Ms. Music” Schulke, Sier-
ra Frazier, Pastor Lorraine Taylor, 
Jessica Belcher, Access Marketing 
and Roanoke and Craig County 
Health Departments and Jo Nel-
son with TAP. 
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When asked why he 
robbed banks, Willie Sut-
ton, the notorious 1930s 
fugitive, famously retort-
ed, “Because that’s where 
the money is.” Democrats 
in Congress took this ad-
vice and ran with it.

A key priority of Presi-
dent Biden’s agenda has 
been empowering the In-
ternal Revenue Service 
(IRS). Befi tting his party’s 
addiction to taxing and 
spending at enormous 

levels, he has repeatedly 
sought to expand the size 
and reach of the IRS.

Last year a change giv-
ing the IRS sweeping new 
power was enacted by one-
party Democrat rule and is 
set to infl ict damage in the 
coming year unless altered. 
Th e so-called American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
which kicked off  the infl a-
tion-driven cost increases 
hampering our economy, 
also included a tax pro-
vision targeting regular 
Americans engaged in the 
digital economy. Demo-
crats have essentially given 
the IRS and Big Tech a 
mandate to scrutinize in-
dividuals, small business 
owners, and just about 
anyone who uses money 
transfer apps.

“Books may well be the only 
true magic.”- Alice Hoff man, New 
York Times bestselling author whose 
works include “Th e Dovekeepers.”

“A book is a dream you hold in 
your hand”- Neal Gaiman, award-
winning writer whose work includes 
“Sandman,” currently an TV series.

“A writer only begins a book, a 
reader fi nishes it”- Samuel Johnson, 
18th century English writer

“Once you have read a book you 
care about, some part of it is always 
with you”- Louis L’Amour, novelist 
famous for his stories set in the great 
American west.

“If you don’t like to read, you 
haven’t found the right book” -J.K. 
Rowling, author of “Harry Potter” 
series

“Th e more that you read, the 
more things you will know. Th e 

more you learn, the more places 
you’ll go.” – Dr. Seuss, famous chil-
dren’s author.

“From your parents, you learn 
love and laughter and how to put 
one foot before the other. But when 
books are opened, you discover you 

have wings.” – Helen Hayes, Ameri-
can actress.

“Not all readers are leaders, but all 
leaders are readers.” – Harry S. Tru-
man, 33rd president of the United 
States

Th is season, bring out those 
magical Christmas stories for bed-
time stories. Th ere is no better way 
to forge cherished memories than 
reading with your child. Our family 
tradition of reading the Christmas 
story from the Bible on Christmas 
Eve, carries on today. If you don’t 
celebrate Christmas, you can fi nd 
many other magical children’s books 

and the short days of winter are per-
fect for reading. 

Books make a wonderful gift for 
everyone on your list. You can order 
from many websites such as Amazon 
and Th riftbooks or fi nd treasures ga-
lore in the Craig Library’s book barns 
for a very small price. I love buying 
fi x-it books for my favorite handy-
man or horse books for a child who 
is obsessed with horses. I love bargain 
prices and re-using of materials that 
are perfectly good. 

Snuggle up by the fi re with a 
good book and enjoy the magic of 
the season!

Th e provision centers 
on the 1099-K tax form. 
Th e form is used to re-
port transactions made on 
“third-party settlement or-
ganizations,” online mar-
ketplaces such as PayPal 
and Venmo that allow for 
money to change hands. 
Th ese marketplaces allow 
people to transfer money 
online. Prior to the chang-
es made by Democrats, the 
minimum threshold for 
reporting money transfers 
made on third-party set-
tlement organizations was 
$20,000 on 200 or more 
transactions.

Now, it is $600 on any 
number of transactions. 
It could even be a single 
$600 transaction dur-
ing the year. Accordingly, 
PayPal, Venmo, etc. will 
be required to tell the IRS 
about transactions that cu-
mulatively reach $600.

I believe that such a low 
threshold will lead to mil-
lions more people being 
subject to fi ling additional 
paperwork with the IRS.

Venmo payments be-
tween roommates to re-
imburse each other for a 
cable television bill or a 

similar expense, while not 
counted as income, could 
still raise questions, and 
trigger a 1099-K form 
landing in your mailbox.

How will the IRS ex-
amine all these electronic 
payments?

Perhaps with the 
87,000 new IRS agents 
provided for under this 
year’s preposterously 
named Infl ation Reduc-
tion Act? Congressional 
De m o c r a t - s u p p o r t e d 
changes will result in tens 
of thousands of IRS in-
quires to average Ameri-
can taxpayers. Th at could 
be you.

By lowering the thresh-
old, Democrats have en-
sured that far more people 
will be inadvertently en-
snared in the IRS’ net. 
While claiming they are 
only targeting wealthy tax-
payers, sharply lowering 
the threshold will mean 
that in the coming tax 
season, many individu-
als, small business owners, 
independent contractors, 
and casual buyers and sell-
ers of goods and services 
online will be receiving a 
1099-K form for the fi rst 
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• Heating Oil   
• Furnace Supplies

• Oil Filters  
• Gasoline and Oil

New Castle  
864-5601

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The New Castle Record (USPS 378-080) is published weekly for $45 a year 
in Craig County, $49 elsewhere in Virginia, and $53 out of state by Virginia 
Media Inc., 1633 W Main St., Salem, VA 24153. Periodical postage paid at 
New Castle, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE NEW CAS-
TLE RECORD 1633 W. Main St., Salem, Va. 24153

The New Castle Record encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the community and responses to our 
articles and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone 
number where you can be reached to be considered for publica-
tion. All letters will be verified before publication. The Record re-
serves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style. News of public interest is solicited from 
all sections of the county.

Give us your view: aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

To subscribe: 540-389-9355

Michael Showell, Publisher 
Aila Boyd, Executive Editor aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Brian Hoffman, Sports Editor bhoffman@ourvalley.org
Debbie Nixon, Graphic Designer dnixon@ourvalley.com
Toni Smith, Graphic Designer toni.smith@ourvalley.com

Lynn Hurst, General Manager lhurst@ourvalley.org
Randy Thompson Advertising Consultant advertise@ourvalley.org

USPS 378-080

(540) 389-9355

1633 W. Main St. 

Salem, VA 24153

www.ourvalley.org

Be sure to ‘Like’ the 
New Castle Record on Facebook.

Magic of Reading
OPINION

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

Michaela Crawford

The IRS and Big Tech are watching you

Morgan 
Griffi th
Representative

time.
Th is could even include 

the swim coach who al-
lows parents to pay for 
their kids’ swimsuits by re-
imbursing the coach using 
Venmo or PayPal. While 
she would not owe any 
taxes because she is only 
a pass-through, she could 
have additional IRS paper-
work to fi ll out for merely 
being helpful.

It is easy to see that IRS 
scrutiny would extend to 
middle-income individu-
als, who are likely less able 
to aff ord tax lawyers and 
accountants to deal with 
IRS demands.

Compounding the 
problem is the uncer-
tainty about what the new 
requirement entails and 
what transactions will be 
subject to taxation. Indi-
viduals who use an app on 
their phone to simply pay 
their neighbor for baby-
sitting, purchase an auto 
part, or buy a Christmas 
wreath from their local 
Boy Scout troop, will have 
a new headache. Small 
businesses already strug-
gling, will now have their 
tax season stress com-
pounded by an additional 
layer of bureaucracy and 
paperwork when working 
on tax preparation.

Another concern is 
“third-party settlement or-
ganizations” are required 
to collect taxpayer infor-
mation and share it with 
the IRS.

Th e Treasury Depart-
ment’s Inspector General 
for Tax Administration 
has identifi ed weaknesses 
in the IRS’ cybersecurity 
defenses for protecting 
taxpayer data. Handing 
over more of it without 
shoring up the agency’s 
protections could lead to 
disaster.

I have cosponsored a 
bill, the Stop the Nosy 
Obsession with Online 
Payments (SNOOP) Act 
of 2022, to reverse these 
harmful tax provisions, 
and I have also signed a 
letter to the acting com-
missioner of the IRS urg-
ing it to delay implemen-
tation and demanding 
more information about 
how the agency will carry 
out the 1099-K require-
ments.

One of the new Repub-
lican-led House’s priori-
ties will be reining in the 
IRS. As Americans feel the 
impact of decades-high in-
fl ation and a stifl ed econo-
my, they should not have 
to worry about more visits 
from the tax collector.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Email letters 
to the editor to 

aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

  

If you think you can’t afford service, think again. You could qualify for  
a discount on your service through a low-income telephone assistance 
program called Lifeline Assistance. Lifeline Assistance credits reduce  
monthly service charges.

Who’s Eligible?
If you have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines or if you participate in one of the following programs, 
 call us today to discuss your options:
 • Food Stamps (Supplemental Nutrition  
  Assistance Program (SNAP))
 • Medicaid
 • Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)
 • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
 • Veteran’s Pension and Survivor’s Pension Benefits

To apply for Lifeline, you must apply to the Lifeline National Verifier at  
www.checklifeline.org. You may also print an application from that  
website. If you have questions about applying, to check eligibility or to  
request an application, visit www.checklifeline.org or call the National  
Verifier at 1-800-234-9473.

If you qualify for Lifeline, you may also be eligible for the FCC’s new low-
income internet assistance program called Affordable Connectivity Program 
(ACP). The ACP is a government program that helps qualifying consumers 
 pay for internet service. If you qualify for ACP, you may receive up to a  
$30/month discount on your internet service. For more information about 
ACP, visit https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/.

Lifeline and the Affordable Connectivity Program are government assistance 
programs. The programs are non-transferable. Only eligible consumers may 
enroll in either program. There is a limit of one discount per household, per 
program. Lifeline credits on internet service are only available where minimum 
supported broadband service is available. If the household becomes ineligible 
for Lifeline and/or ACP, the household will be subject to TDS’ regular rates, 
terms, and conditions.

For more information from TDS about these programs,  
visit https://tdstelecom.com/lifeline.html or tdstelecom.com/acp,  
or call 1-888-CALL-TDS.

Get a Discount on Your TDS Service

208056VA/11-22/12202

the fi re trucks meandered 
into tight driveways, 
pulled over on the side 
of the road, just to make 
sure they got a visit from 
Santa. 

Th is has become an an-
nual tradition of the new-
ly established volunteer 
fi re department of Upper 
Craig Creek. 

Th ey announced on 
Facebook, days before, 
that Santa’s helpers were 
busy fi lling candy bags to 
give to each child. 

Shawn Matheney, fi re 
chief, shared, “We look 
forward to seeing every-
one!”

Th e squad and volun-
teers met at the Upper 
Craig Creek Fire Station, 
and “fueled up” on eggs, 
sausage and pancakes be-
fore starting their trek 
with Santa. 

On Saturday, Dec. 10, 
the fi re trucks started at 9 
a.m. at the Craig County 
line and drove Route 311 
to Carpers Quick Mart.  

Parents joined together 
at some stops, so that San-
ta could see many kids. 

Squeals of excitement 
and kids jumping for joy 
were the experience Santa 
looked forward to as he 
spoke to each child. 

As he handed candy 
bags to the kids, eyes were 
gleeful, and the atmo-
sphere around seemed to 
be fi lled with hope and 

excitement. 
Th e UCCVFD traveled 

for a few hours to make 
sure all the kids got to 
see Santa in person, me-
andering onto side roads 
and also down Route 621, 
after traveling Route 311. 

Th e squad shared that 
they were happy to be a 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
It has become an annual event for the Upper Craig Creek Volunteer Fire Department 
to give Santa a ride down Route 311 and side roads to give the kids of Craig, an 
early visit. 

Santa from page 1

part of making little kids 
smile. 

Also, they send out a 
big “thank you” to all the 

people who gave dona-
tions to make this possi-
ble, adding “Have a HO-
HOHO Christmas!” 

Parade from page 1

Hannah Harless and her two little ones, Sophia and 
Sawyer, enjoyed the parade festivities. 

The line to see Santa was very long after the parade, 
however some little ones still seem to be in awe at the 
sight of the bearded man dressed in red. 

This little fella danced and enjoyed the holiday music 
that emcee Tim Leftwich was playing while people 
waited on the parade to arrive. 

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDINGSome of the older folks enjoyed this vintage carriage lit up beautifully. 
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ADVERTISE!

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355
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STATEWIDE  ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assisting estate & 
account settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

American Standard Walk-
In Tubs. Buy from a brand 
you trust. Patented Quick-
Drain® technology. 44 hy-
drotherapy jets. Lifetime 
warranty on tub and instal-
lation! FREE in-home con-
sultation at your conven-
ience. Limited time off er 
- $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. 
Call 1-855-864-5500

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power out-
ages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Off er - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off  install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Of-
fer - FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631 

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  ADS

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
Highland Memory Gardens is looking for 2 Full 
Time cemetery ground maintenance people.

Great Benefit package, Health, Dental, Vision, 
uniforms, and 401-K Retirement program pay 
commensurate with experience. Must be able 
to pass a background check and drug test.

For confidential interview, call Paul at 
540-674-5231.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Positions Wanted

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Autos - Cars

For sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

General 
Information

Historical Society 
debt still owed  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 3465 WEBSTER 
ROAD, BLUE 
RIDGE, VA 24064. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Cellco Partnership

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fi nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

STATEWIDE  ADS
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To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
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Talon Ritter plays defense for the Rockets.

ROCKETS HAVE DISTRICT HOOP GAMES THIS WEEK

Will Johnson brings the ball up the floor.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Craig was missing Zach Peters last week due to a 
sprained ankle.

Th e Craig County boys will 
open Pioneer District play this 
week with two Pioneer games. 
Th ey were scheduled to host Par-
ry McCluer on Tuesday, and on 
Th ursday they travel to Coving-
ton. Th e Rockets are still look-
ing for a win after dropping two 
games last week.

Craig was at Staunton River 
last Th ursday and dropped a 78-
41 decision to the Class 3 Golden 
Eagles from the tough Blue Ridge 
District. Th e Rockets started the 
game strong but quickly ran out 
of steam as the game went on. 

“Th ey pressed full court and 
that gave us some trouble,” said 
Craig coach Ryan Frazier. “When 

we were able to break the press 
we couldn’t capitalize on our ad-
vantage breaks.”

 Matthew Lucas led the team 
with 26 points.  Drew Duncan 
played a great game and fi n-
ished with a double-double of 12 
points and 10 rebounds. 

“Th is was Drew’s best game I 
have seen him play, and against 
good competition,” said Frazier. 
“Th is will do wonders for Drew’s 
confi dence, and we hope to have 
performances like this more of-
ten.”

Th e Rockets played without 
starting point guard Zach Pe-
ters, who was out with a sprained 
ankle.

On Saturday the Rockets trav-
eled to Montcalm and lost 72-
54. Once again the team started 
off  strong by scoring 17 points in 
the fi rst quarter, giving the Rock-
ets a slight advantage after eight 
minutes.

“Th is was a very tough game,” 
said Frazier. “We had 27 turn-
overs as a team, which will make 
getting a win very diffi  cult no 
matter who you play. Having 
said that, we played well enough 
to win the game. We got in foul 
trouble early and with nine avail-
able players it made it diffi  cult.”

Peters was sidelined again with 
the sprained ankle and the Rock-
ets were out-shot at the foul line, 

36 to 12. 
“Th e ‘stop-start’ nature of the 

game made it diffi  cult to get in 
much of a rhythm,” said Frazier. 
“Again, in a game where we had 
27 turnovers we could have done 
more to be in the game at the 
end.”

Lucas had 26 points and 10 
rebounds, Hayden Reynolds fi n-
ished with 16 points and 10 re-
bounds and Duncan chipped in 
with seven points. Will Johnson 
had fi ve rebounds.

“Last week was a tough week 
for us,” said Frazier. “Positives 
from the week were I think we 
have improved in each game we 
have played this year. Th at is ob-

viously the goal, to keep improv-
ing as the year goes on so by the 
time we get into the important 
district games we will be ready 
to go. 

“Th is has been valuable experi-
ence for a lot of our guys. Hav-
ing Zach out has increased some 
minutes for other guys to get 
valuable experience. Every single 
person on the team will come 
up big for us at some point this 
year, and the more comfortable 
they get the better we will be as 
a team.”

After this week’s games the 
Rockets will be off  until De-
cember 28 when they go to 
Brookville.

GIRLS PLAY COVINGTON AT HOME FRIDAY NIGHT
Kallie Fisher drives to the basket for the Rockets.

Daileigh Donithan(#11) defends a shot against James 
River.

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH GARRETT
Lexxy Brookman lines up a free throw in last week’s 
game in Buchanan.

The Craig County girls’ 
basketball team will close 
out the 2022 portion of their 
schedule with two games 
this week. The Rockets were 
scheduled to play at Parry 
McCluer Tuesday, and Friday 
they host Covington in the 
last game before New Year’s.

The girls picked up their 
first win last Saturday when 
they won at Montcalm, 55-
44, to improve to 1-4 on the 
season.

“We fought through the 
tough environment that 
Montcalm offers,” said coach 
Brock Jones. “I think we end-
ed with 31 team fouls to their 
13. It was a tough battle to 
win but we came out on top 
from tough nosed defense. 
We matched up well with 
them and were able to play 

our man-to-man defense and 
press and we pressured them 
well.”

Lexxy Brookman led the 
Rockets with 15 points, 12 
rebounds, and seven blocks. 
Freshman Daileigh Donithan 
had her best game to date 
with 12 points, knocking 
down two three balls. Sopho-
more Maggie Mays added 10 
points and seven rebounds 
and four assists and Annabelle 
Gregory added eight points 
and 11 steals. 

“We played really good de-
fense,” said Jones. “We were 
aggressive and that got us in 
some foul trouble but I liked 
the approach that we took to 
them. 

The Rockets were able to 
pull three JV players up to 
play since Montcalm didn’t 

have a JV girls’ team and 
they all played well. Brooklyn 
Cayton added six points and 
five steals off the bench with 
senior guard Hannah Ratliff 
unable to make the trip. 

“I was pleased with how 
we played at Montcalm,” said 
Jones. “We were up 25 with 
five minutes to go in the game 
and the fouls started to really 
add up, so we had to call some 
pressure off and eat the clock. 
Good first win to build confi-
dence for us moving forward.”

The Rockets had two games 
last week prior to the win. At 
James River on December 5th 
Craig lost to a strong Knights’ 
team, 45-14. 

Lexxy Brookman led Craig 
with six points and 10 re-
bounds. 

“We had a ton of missed 

easy shots that didn’t fall 
around the basket,” said 
Jones. “We gave up probably 
20 points in the paint on la-
yups contested that didn’t fall 
for us, shots that we would 
typically make. Their press 
killed us in the first half 
but we started to beat the 
press in the second half but 
couldn’t finish around the 
basket when we did. Tough 
matchup for us.”

Last Wednesday at Allegha-
ny the Rockets fell to the host 
Mountaineers, 45-19. Allegh-
any took a 24-0 lead at the 
outset, paced by six straight 
threes, and never looked back.

“Everything they shot from 
deep was falling,” said Jones. 
“We were playing well and 
contesting the shots at the 
start, they were just better 

shots that went in. Taking 
away the six straight threes 
to start the game we finished 
the game losing 21-19, which 
was manageable. We have got 
to start the game quicker and 
can’t get behind so soon. Al-
leghany I think is a team that 
we can play with if we stop 
the open three ball.

Brookman had four points 
and eight rebounds while 
Gregory had four points and 
five steals for Craig County. 

 “I’m hoping for the match 
up at home we come out bet-
ter and stop that early run 
and can compete with them 
moving forward,” said Jones. 
“They’re a good shooting 
team for sure, but we can im-
prove by closing out on de-
fense and boxing out.”

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the New Castle Record on Facebook.


