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Cold temperatures impact Craig County 

2022: A year in Craig County in review

Editor’s note: Th is is a compilation of 
some of the biggest stories Th e New Castle 
Record covered over the past year.

From Jan. 26: Carter 
Bank closing its doors 
in Craig 

Th e Carter Bank and Trust recently 
announced they will be closing their 
doors in Craig County. 

On December 27, 2021, a letter was 
sent to inform bank employees that 
they will be closing their Craig County 
location at the end of March, the 31st 
to be exact, according to Area Manager 
Lorinda Sigmon. 

Wrote Chief Retail Banking Offi  cer 
Tami Buttery of Martinsville:

“Dear Valued Customer, 
After careful consideration, our New 

Castle offi  ce, located at 181 Main Street 
in New Castle will be closing and con-
solidating with our Cave Spring offi  ce, 
located at 3132 Electric Road, SW, Ro-
anoke, Virginia. Th is closure will occur 
at 12 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30. 
Your accounts will be transferred auto-
matically to the consolidating branch. 
No action by you will be necessary. 
Please refer to the enclosure for refer-
ence on Carter Bank & Trust locations 
and the digital tools we off er to help 
meet your banking needs, whether in 
person or online.”

If you currently have a safe deposit 
box at the New Castle offi  ce, you will 
receive additional information in a sep-
arate mailing. 

Any person wishing to comment on 
this proposed branch closing may fi le 
comments with the FDIC, the bank’s 

primary regulator, at: Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, 10 Tenth Street 
NE, Suite 800, Atlanta, GA 30309-
3906. 

Comments should be received at the 
FDIC by the proposed closing date, but 
remember, the FDIC has no authority 
to approve or prevent this closing. 

Brooks Taylor, Marketing Offi  cer, 
shared their reasons for Carter Bank & 
Trust moving out of New Castle. 

“Th ere are a number of business fac-
tors included in any decision to make 
a change to our branch network. Th e 
decision to consolidate is in no way a 
refl ection on our associates or our cus-
tomers in the New Castle market,” he 
said. “When we consider the potential 
to make a change such as opening, clos-
ing, or consolidating branches, the bank 
does a review of potential impacts to 

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING 
Christmas week brought negative temperatures and wicked winds in Craig County. As the creeks start to thaw, 
and the people too, the community continues to look out for one another. The Craig County Emergency Services 
set up a warming shelter at the New Castle Volunteer Fire Department (540- 864-7079), at 443 Conrad Street 
for those who need a place. For more info, call (540) 864-5902.

PHOTOS BY PAM DUDDING
Darrell Frango won the Community Favorite vote and 
received a $100 gas card donated by The Gopher 
Market. His entrance started with a Happy Birthday 
Jesus and music playing, with blow ups decorating his 
75-yard driveway. At the top, his house, garage and 
bushes were brightly lit all in white lights. 

Decorating 
contest winners 
announced 

The Lee family, on Peacefull Valley Drive, decorated 
their entire yard and home and took first place this 
year in the Craig County Rescue Squad’s 2nd Annual 
“Light Up Craig” decorating contest, winning $200 and 
a $100 gas card donated by IGA Express Exxon. Their 
decorations included the birth of Jesus Christ, Santa 
and his reindeer, as well as many lights. 

RECORD FILE PHOTO
With saddened hearts, the citizens of Craig County have to say goodbye to their hometown Carter Bank & Trust 
at the end of March.

See Year In Review, page 2

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer
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the community. Th is includes, but 
is not limited to, availability of other 
Carter Bank and Trust branches in 
the area and the availability of other 
full service fi nancial services institu-
tions in the area to eff ectively serve 
the community.”

When asked why they chose the 
bank in Cave Spring to consolidate 
Craig residents accounts, he replied, 
“Customers have the choice to 
bank with any Carter Bank & Trust 
branch, and there are fi ve other 
branches in the Roanoke area. Cave 
Spring was chosen due to its prox-
imity to the New Castle branch. 
Th is was included in an insert with 
the letter. Th ey also have access 
to and can conduct their banking 
business through online and mobile 
banking.”

In reviewing the letter, some 
clients at the bank questioned this 
statement in the bank’s letter as it 
seemed like an avenue that is a waste 
of time for anyone to write to.

Taylor noted, “Th is is a require-
ment by the FDIC in order to en-
sure that feedback from the com-
munity is offi  cially received and 
shared with the bank.”

Th e client’s letters ended with, 
“At Carter Bank & Trust, we appre-
ciate your business! Our goal is to 
keep you informed of the changes 
that aff ect you, and to continue to 
provide quality customer service. If 
you have any questions, please feel 
free to call us at (833) 275-2228.”

Many community members 
commented on the closing, both 
those who bank there and those 
who do not. 

Many expressed they are sad-
dened by the closing and hope 
another bank comes in to have a 
choice (and competition) as well as 
another business to provide employ-
ment for local citizens. 

Sigmon, however, reiterated that 
they “encourage employees in Craig 
to apply for any open positions at 
the bank. Currently, we have several 
openings.”

Employees are appreciative of 
the off er, yet agree that for some, 
traveling with the expense of gaso-
line, wear and tear on their vehicles 
as well as adding almost two hours 
traveling time, adds to potential 
childcare issues and other concerns. 

Others have shared that they be-
lieve Craig should have two bank-
ing options and are hoping that the 
County works diligently in making 
that happen. 

From Feb. 16: New 
cigarette tax to fund 
EMS in Craig

With much discussion and de-
bate at the January Board of Su-
pervisors meeting, the majority of 
the County Board of Supervisors 
voted to keep the 40¢ per pack tax 
that was imposed to start January 1, 
2022.

County Administrator, Dan 
Collins gave a summary on the 
Cigarette Tax Amendment. 

August 5, 2021, meeting – con-
ducted a public hearing as appropri-
ately advertised

Following the public hearing, the 
Board adopted the Cigarette Tax 
Ordinance at 40¢ per pack

Ordinance became eff ective on 
January 1, 2022

Th e BOS approved the Cigarette 
Tax Ordinance to assist in funding 
Emergency Services with estimat-
ed revenues between $94,300 to 
$104,800. 

Th e Board votes were as fol-
lowed:  Rusty Zimmerman (yes), 
Jason Matyas (no), Carl Bailey (yes) 
and Jesse Spence (yes). 

“With increased demand for 
Emergency Services, the estimated 
revenues from the cigarette tax 
would off set the increased expens-
es for operational costs,” Collins 
shared. “Estimated new cost for 
emergency services is greater than 
$78,272, for three additional paid 
EMS staff .”

During the December 2 Board 
meeting, a request was made to re-
duce the tax rate from 40¢ to 30¢ 
per pack.  

Collins noted that the average 
per pack in the surrounding locali-
ties is $37.71 per pack, a 7.71 cents 
per pack diff erence. 

“As reported by the CDC, ap-
proximately 15 percent of all Virgin-
ians smoke,” he said. “Th at would 
be approximately 760 residents of 
Craig County (5,064 Population X 
15 percent = 759.6).”

Following discussions with both 
the Commissioner of the Revenue 
and the Treasurer, Collins deter-
mined that the tax rate should re-
main at 40¢.  

“Th e cost of reducing the rate 
would be approximately $7,000. In 
addition, I believe it would be wise 
to delay any adjustment to the rate 
until we have a 12-month history to 

refl ect actual revenues,” Collins said. 
“When cigarettes cost approximate-
ly $7.40 a pack, I have doubts that 
an additional 40¢ would discourage 
a smoker from purchasing a pack of 
cigarettes. 

It was added that additional cost 
to fund the additional three EMS 
positions would be greater than 
$78,272, including benefi ts. 

“Off setting funds are the pro-
posed cigarette tax revenues which 
could be designated for public safety 
use,” he said. “Th e estimated annual 
cigarette tax revenue is $94,000 and 
$104,000 at the current rate and the 
proposed 30¢ per pack rate would 
be $75,000 in tax revenue.

Collins said he asked the Com-
mission of Revenue, Elizabeth 
Huff man and the Treasurer, Jackie 
Parsons, how they would go about 
reducing the tax and refunding the 
money that had already been paid 
and the analysis came to approxi-
mately $7,000.

Huff man and Parsons submitted 
very detailed lists of costs from offi  ce 
supplies, Abatement mask setup, 
BAI abatement program develop-
ment, training, mailings, audits 
and travel/lodging/meals. Th is did 
not include any possible overtime. 
Huff man’s estimate was $6,129 
and Parson’s was $880. Th ey also 
explained in great detail what their 
jobs would entail for each. 

Collins continued, “My personal 
belief and two constitutional of-
fi cers, the commissions of revenue 
and the treasurer all agree that we re-
ally should have a 12-month histo-
ry, so we know how these taxes actu-
ally work. We barely have a month. 
Some of these stores and owners 
pick up the stamps and some are a 
little delayed. So, the physical im-
pact of the $100,000 would drop to 
$75,000, as it is per quarter at the 
tax rate and that doesn’t include the 
$7,000 impact.”

“My recommendation is that 
we should have at least a 12-month 
history before we adjust any ordi-
nance, not just the cigarette tax or-
dinance and see how it is working. 
It is another reason why we did it 
in January instead of making it ef-
fective immediately. We will have 
a half-years by July 1,” he said. “I 
don’t think that’s enough, so I rec-
ommend not to change the rates, 
however, the amendment does have 
two things: changing the rate from 
40¢ to 30¢ and then adding the tax 
stamp. Th e attorney said we would 
fi x that so that the Commissioner 
of Revenue would select approved 
stamps so no matter how it changes, 
she will be able to adopt that. I rec-
ommend approving the stamp por-
tion of the amendment but leaving 
the tax the same.” 

Th e public hearing was open for 
comments for or against. 

Richard Carper presented a peti-
tion to the Board with 492 signa-
tures of customers and citizens who 
requested that the tax be reduced. 

“I can tell you that we are only 
two weeks into this, this week’s ciga-
rette order was about $2,000 less 
than it typically is. Th at is just at one 
store, Th e Gopher Market,” Carper 
said. “We usually get about $10,000 
worth of cigarettes and this week we 
got $8,000. We have had multiple 
customers that since they go to Roa-
noke anyway, that is where they get 
them.” 

Jesse Spence shared that this was 
a process the Board started working 
on last year. 

“At that time, we considered 
adopting the ordinance as a way to 
help us fund our emergency services 
costs because those have continued 
to increase annually,” Chairman 
Spence said. “Many people may or 
may not realize that most of the calls 
are run by paid staff  now. Volunteer 
staff  do help some, but the majority 
of the calls are covered by paid staff . 
And there really isn’t a lot we can do 
about that because when people call 
up and someone needs to be there 
to help them.”

Spence explained that he viewed 
the last few budget years. 

“It cost the Emergency services 
ambulatory services $358,000 in 
2018-2019 and last year $524,000,” 
he said. “Th at is probably not going 
to drop and likely to continue to in-
crease gradually because we need a 
couple more people. Th erefore, we 
adopted the ordinance solely with 
the intent to use the revenue for 
the emergency services and no one 
on this board was in disagreement 
and no one showed up at the public 
hearing. In July of last year, no one 
said anything one way or another 
that I remember.”

Board member Rusty Zimmer-
man said, “I know the Carpers are 
concerned of loss of revenue and 
loss of tax base and so on and so 
forth. But I know as the board, one 
of the things we are burdened with 
is how to pay for stuff  and how to 
fund emergency services and other 
projects throughout the county. As 
much as we hate to raise taxes, it is 

a necessary evil. We come up with 
this idea as this became recently 
available due to some other legisla-
tion. Dan brought it to us, and we 
thought it would be a good way to 
generate some revenue without rais-
ing tax base for everything.”

He added, “It is unfortunate and 
for us as a board determined it was 
the lesser of two evils. Th is $100,000 
that 40¢ per pack will raise will save 
us approximately two cents on the 
dollar on tax base. Yes, it will be 
an inconvenience and a burden to 
some, but they have the option not 
to buy them. But the rest of us that 
live in the county that pay taxes, it 
will relieve some burden from that. 
I personally feel we should keep the 
40¢ and revisit at the 12-month.”

Collins did note that he had con-
versations with the county attorney 
who represents several towns and 
counties.    

“He said that he knew of two 
jurisdictions, when they adopted 
theirs that the convenience store 
owners were concerned about sales 
loss,” Collins stated. “He said the 
managers of those two locations 
went back one year later and sales 
were virtually the same. No scien-
tifi c data, but that is what he said.”

 “I think personally a lot of it 
is education, as Roanoke County 
just went to 25¢. We are talking a 
15¢ diff erence and Roanoke City 
and Salem is higher than us. I feel 
if we educate the public, I person-
ally think it was kind of handled a 
little bit wrong. We are talking 15¢ 
and if the public knows this is go-
ing to emergency services and to 
provide for the county, as well as an 
eff ort to keep taxes to a manageable 
base, I think more people would be 
a little less upset about it,” Zimmer-
man added. “For the 492 names 
on there, I think if we could ex-
plain to them a little diff erent way, 
maybe they would be a little less apt 
to sign that. It’s very disheartening 
to see things on Facebook bashing 
these fi ve people when we are try-
ing to make the best educated that 
we can. Not that I am concerned 
about Facebook, but people should 
be educated more before they have 
a reaction.”   

“We did advertise this ordinance 
last year with our regular budget 
session,” Spence said. “It was a little 
bit surprising to see so much reac-
tion after the ordinance has been 
adopted. I would expect this kind of 
reaction when we fi rst proposed the 
ordinance.” 

Discussion was made on the ave-
nues the BOS took to advertise: the 
BOS website, the courthouse, and 
the newspaper, noting that out of 
the 492 signatures of Craig County 
citizens, only a handful frequented 
the courthouse, unless necessary, or 
visited the website or read the no-
tices in the paper. 

It was suggested that they use 
more direct avenues such as post-
ers on the Food Country bulletin 
board, at the convenience stores, 
etc.; places where Craig County 
residents who this would aff ect 
would actually frequent, stressing 
that Craig County residents wish to 
work together on decisions and not 
create dissension. 

It was also noted at the meeting 
that the merchants have contacted 
the town to see if it would like to 
have a tax as the code of Virginia al-
lows them to have a tax, just like the 
county. 

Th e code states, “Any county 
cigarette tax imposed shall not ap-
ply within the limits of any town 
located in such county, now or here-
after imposes a town cigarette tax. 
However, if the governing body of 
any such town shall provide that a 
county a cigarette tax, as well as a 
town cigarette tax, shall apply with-
in the limits of such town, then such 
cigarette tax may be imposed by the 
county within such town.”

“So, I would request by the 
Board by motion for the town to 
consider putting that provision in 
their ordinance should the town 
adopt the cigarette ordinance,” Col-
lins stated. “Without that provision, 
we cannot have ordinance.”  

Th e Board then made a motion 
to make a request to the Town of 
New Castle, that if they adopt the 
cigarette ordinance that they will 
allow the county to leave theirs in 
place. 

Collins added, “Th e administra-
tive cost to run this thing is about 
$10,000 to $12,000 for the county, 
but would be less for the town. It is 
not cost-eff ective for the town.”

Another issue was the merchants 
having to individually put a new 
audit stamp on each cigarette pack 
which took a long time per pack, 
for cigarettes already in merchants’ 
inventory. Carper shared he had 
9,634 packs as of December 31 that 
had to be individually stamped with 
a special gun. 

“Th e way they are positioned, 
you can’t even put one on a pack-
age easily. You have to manipulate 

this sheet carefully, so you don’t acci-
dently get two stamps,” he said. “It’s 
not about paying the money; you 
can take a check tomorrow for the 
whole thing for $3,900 for the tax.”

His concern was having to take 
days to stamp all cigarettes imme-
diately. Also, at the time that many 
stamps were not available at the 
courthouse, but Parsons explained 
that the actual distributors were 
supposed to buy those and apply 
them to the packs, which they did 
not, therefore making our county 
merchants responsible for having 
to do this individually which was a 
much more diffi  cult task with their 
types of stamps they were provided. 

Parsons shared that this informa-
tion was sent out in October and 
the stamps were in her offi  ce in 
November so that the distributors 
could have purchased and placed 
them on the packs by January 1. 

“Th is distributor did not come 
to my offi  ce and buy stamps, so this 
is the reason why a couple of these 
stores have all this inventory with no 
stamps, because the distributor did 
not come to us and now the burden 
is on our local businesses,” Parsons 
added. 

She is also working with the mer-
chants in trying to make their man-
datory stamping as easy as possible. 

Collins reiterated that there was 
no grace period to put the stamps 
on and Spence added that it would 
take two months to change the rul-
ings to add one. 

Huff man took the podium 
quickly explaining that she thinks 
there is a way to solve the issue, read-
ing an article in Section 38-349. 

She and Parsons will be working 
closely with the merchants to help 
make the transition as smooth as 
possible. 

However, moving forward, they 
shared, “Th e stamps have to be on 
the packs. It is the only audit trail 
without going back and making a 
huge inconvenience for both the 
merchants and our offi  ces. To my 
knowledge, all the distributors that 
do business in our county have now 
purchased stamps.” 

As of February 10, 2022, the 
Carpers have noticed a 20 per-
cent reduction in their sales. Food 
Country added that they also have 
seen a drastic decrease in sales by an 
extreme and disappointing 35 per-
cent. 

From March 16: New 
DSS director shooting 
for the stars

Change in administration al-
ways brings unknown anticipation 
in staff . However, it seems the new 
director of the Department of Social 
Services (DSS) in Craig has a new 
light in its corner. 

Th ere are many issues that can 
bring a person to the need of assis-
tance with professionals at the DSS.

Th e new director, Pat Franklin, 
understands personal heartache and 
needs of families, understanding 
that for some, they just need that 
boost of assistance to help them 
during a downfall in personal events 
of life. 

“It’s been ten years since I started 
working with the Department of 
Social Services here in Craig Coun-
ty and it has been a real pleasure,” 
Franklin said. “It’s such a great com-
munity.”

She shared that when she fi rst 
came to Craig, she often heard the 
expression, “Craig County takes 
care of its own” and has been seeing 
it fi rst-hand. 

“I heard that phrase from the be-
ginning from Millie, Harrison and 
Bernie Tripp and many others. It 
has certainly proven to be true,” she 
said. “Th e number of people in the 
county who have stepped up to be 
foster parents, the donations we get 
from all over, and people who pitch 
in whenever we need, has been such 
a real joy.”

She added, “I worked in Roa-
noke City before I came here and 

I am certain that per capita, Craig 
County DSS has received more in 
the way of fi nancial and other dona-
tions than Roanoke City did. Th at 
has been a real blessing and this staff  
has been great to work with.” 

Franklin currently lives in Roa-
noke County. 

“I have been married for 30 years 
and my husband and I have two 
grown children, two dogs and three 
cats,” she shared. “I love spending 
time with my family. My husband 
and I like to take short weekend 
trips in and around Virginia to take 
in plays, museums and spend time 
together.”

Prior to that, she was a home-
maker for nine years. When her 
daughter started kindergarten, she 
went to Hollins University and 
earned her bachelor’s degree.  

Pat worked 18 years at Roanoke 
County DSS as a self-suffi  ciency 
specialist and worked up to becom-
ing supervisor to both Benefi t and 
Service programs. 

Her own experience had been 
exclusively in services, foster care 
and child protective services. 

Jim Weber, the previous direc-
tor, explained, “She is very well re-
spected and over the years employ-
ees, both former and current, have 
called Pat for advice on how to do 
certain things and I have always 
heard back that she was so friendly, 
nice and helpful. I know that An-
gie Huff man from the Board was 
very pleased with the interview and 
blown away by Ms. Franklin and we 
are in good hands and are fortunate 
to have someone of her caliber.” 

“A couple of years ago, I heard 
that Jim was thinking about retiring 
and that is when I started looking at 
Craig County as a career goal. Craig 
is only a 35-minute commute down 
311 with its beautiful scenic views,” 
Franklin shared. “Craig County 
Social Service is just the right size, 
and it is still within my social capital 
footprint. Meaning I have 18 years 
of cultivating community partner-
ships that I bring with me to this 
job. Being a small agency allows me 
to continue doing what I love best, 
and that is working with commu-
nity.”

When Franklin was asked what 
she felt like her top priorities in CC-
DSS would be, she responded, “I 
would like to improve the reputa-
tion of DSS in Craig. Since I started 
on February 1, I have been out in 
the community talking to people 
and to be quite honest, the DSS 
reputation seems to be less than 
pleasing and for that I apologize. 
DSS should be a place the people of 
Craig can feel comfortable coming 
to when they need a helping hand.”

Th e good news is that DSS plans 
to open its doors to the public on 
March 14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

“DSS is here to help the citizens 
of Craig. Our phone lines are up 
and running correctly so you will be 
able to reach your worker or leave a 
message,” she added. 

It seems there was a glitch in their 
system which was not directing the 
calls effi  ciently. 

Her goal is that she and all staff  
will return phone calls no later than 
5 p.m. the next business day during 
the normal workweek.

“If you have a CPS or APS com-
plaint, I want you call us,” she said. 
“We will take the complaint.  If you 
need SNAP (food stamps), Medic-
aid, TANF (Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families), Energy or 
Child Care assistance you can apply 
in person or online at www.com-
monhelp.virginia.gov.”

DSS has a Facebook page (Craig 
County VA DSS) and their offi  ce 
number is (540)-864-5117.

Franklin wishes for anyone who 
is questionable about receiving any 
services to please contact their offi  ce 
and just ask. 

Her goal is for Craig County 
residents to know that their DSS 
is there for them, and they wish to 
take care of their needs if possible, 
keeping the Craig County motto of 
“we take care of our own,” shooting 

See Year In Review, page 3

Pat Franklin, the new Department of Social Services director, is 
shooting for the stars, hoping to bring light to people who may be 
in need of services. The office opens for in-person appointments 
on March 14.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Product or __ (abbr.)
 4. Zodiac sign
 9. S. China seaport
14. Former OSS
15. Early English printer
16. Aphid genus
17. General’s assistant 
(abbr.)
18. Aussies
20. Dissuades
22. Make law
23. Drench
24. Soak in a liquid
28. Male child
29. It cools your home
30. Small constellation
31. To call (archaic)
33. Explores beneath the 
Earth
37. Commercial
38. W. hemisphere orga-
nization

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

39. You can fi nd it in a can
41. “Land of the free”
42 36 inches
43. Footwear
44. Challenges
46. They hold things 
together
49. Of I
50. Partner to fl ow
51. Not connected by 
kinship
55. Worries
58. Garlic mayonnaise
59. A way to take by force
60. Legendary English 
rockers
64. Your consciousness of 
your own identity
65. Fencing swords
66. Silly
67. Actor DiCaprio
68. Encircles with a belt
69. Mails a message

70. Longing
CLUES DOWN
 1. Horse mackerels
 2. It can be viral
 3. Prickly plants
 4. Consciousness
 5. Type of sarcoma
 6. Tax collector
 7. Sun up in New York
 8. One who scorches
 9. Infl uential psychotherapist
10. Situated at an apex
11. Communicative
12. Forearm nerve
13. Former CIA
19. Folk singer DiFranco
21. Employee stock owner-
ship plan
24. Large-scale
25. School environment
26. Remove
27. Male parents
31. Large rodent

32. Weighed down
34. Held tightly
35. __ route: going there
36. Explains again
40. Exclamation of 
surprise
41. Courteously
45. Lying down
47. Judge
48. Forcefully took
52. Loosely compacted 
sediment
53. High mountain
54. Portable conical 
tents
56. Cereal grass
57. Dining utensil
59. Thoughtful
60. Helps you walk
61. Indicates near
62. Midway between 
northeast and east
63. Local area network
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for the stars of making sure 
everyone possible is enlight-
ened by the system that was 
initially set up to help com-
munity citizens. 

“Sometimes we can help 
and other times the persons 
may not qualify but we want 
them to ask. Most of the time 
we can,” she shared. “We 
want everyone to know we 
are here for them.” 

Franklin also added, that 
if anyone is in need of food 
to please visit the offi  ce, “We 
will be glad to put a bag of 
food together for you take 
home from our food pantry.”

From April 6: 
Scholastic Book 
Fair returns 
to McCleary 
Elementary after 
hiatus

Students of McCleary El-
ementary School are excited 
about the upcoming Scholas-
tic Book Fair returning to the 
school this year. After a two-
and-a-half-year absence due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the Scholastic Book Fair will 
be returning to McCleary El-
ementary School this Spring. 
McCleary will host the fair 
on April 11-14. Th e funds 
raised from this event will be 
used to purchase new books 
for the McCleary library. 

“When we look back on 
our childhood, many of us 
have fond memories of be-
ing read to, of snuggling up 
and enjoying a favorite story 
with the people who love us,” 
said Karen Jones, a librarian 
and gifted resource teacher at 
McCleary. “Study after study 
shows that early reading with 
children helps them learn to 
bond with their parents and 
read early themselves. Th ose 
early readers are more likely 
to fi nd success later in life.”

Jones also noted that evi-
dence suggests that children 
who read for enjoyment ev-
ery day develop a broader 
vocabulary, increased general 
knowledge and a better un-
derstanding of other cultures. 

Jones added, “Connect-
ing kids with stories they 
love, in whatever format 
they prefer—from fi ction to 
nonfi ction, chapter books 
to graphic novels, physical 
books to digital books—has 
been Scholastic’s mission for 
nearly 100 years.” 

Th e book fair will off er 
specially priced books, in-
cluding popular series like 
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” and 
“Minecraft” books, award-
winning titles, new releases, 
adult bestsellers and other 
great reads from dozens of 
publishers.

Th e fair will also be open 
on Wednesday April 13 from 

4-7 pm so that parents can 
come and shop with their 
children. Th ere will be books 
for all ages, from preschool 
to adult, picture books, easy-
readers, popular series, cook-
books, as well as other fun 
school supplies like pencils, 
erasers, highlighters and oth-
er small gadgets

Book fair customers may 
help the school build class-
room libraries by purchasing 
books through the Class-
room Wish List program, 
which students and teachers 
will have created for their in-
dividual classes. 

Jones explained that there 
is an “e-wallet” option avail-
able where parents can put 
money on an online account 
for their child to spend at the 
book fair. More information 
about this can be found on 
the fair webpage at https://
www.scholastic.com/bf/mc-
clearyelementaryschool.

In addition, the book fair 
will feature the All for Books 
program, where students 
can share the thrill of read-
ing with others by donating 
loose change to purchase 
books from the Book Fair for 
the school library. Scholas-
tic Book Fairs then matches 
those monetary donations 
with a donation of up to one 
million dollars in books from 
Th e Scholastic Possible Fund.

“Th e book fair is one of 
the most important events 
in the school calendar. It cel-
ebrates and encourages read-
ing, which is vital to every 
child’s success in school, and 
in life,” Jones shared. “Th e 
fair also gives kids access to 
good books, which will moti-
vate them to read more.”

She added, “Th e book 
fair provides an opportunity 
for the community to get 
involved in a universal mis-
sion: encourage kids to read 
every day so they can lead 
better lives.”

Children’s author Bali Rai 
has said, “Reading for plea-
sure is the single biggest fac-
tor in success later in life, out-
side of an education. Study 
after study has shown that 
those children who read for 
pleasure are the ones who are 
most likely to fulfi ll their am-
bitions. If your child reads, 
they will succeed – it’s that 
simple.”

 

From May 18: 
Field of Dreams 
continues to 
expand their 
vision

Spring is here and the 
fi eld of dreams is alive with 
children excitedly playing the 
all-American sport, baseball 
(or softball). Recently their 
newest building, a concession 
stand, was completed.

“Because of the dedicated 
work of many in the past 
couple years, there have been 
more projects completed and 
woven together at the Craig 
Field of Dreams that I can 
remember,” shared Debbie 
Snead. “Beginning with the 
2500-foot ditch dug by BJ 
and Grant Oliver to connect 
the PSA water to the center 
of the complex to the com-
mercial single phase service 
installed by Craig Botetourt 
Electric Cooperative to pro-
vide electricity to the com-
plex; to the creation of a new 
Learning Lab/Concession 
stand by Bevins’ construc-
tion company; to get kids 
outside learning and earning 
to professional preparation 
of the infi elds by Rob Coul-
ter and expert mowing and 
fi eld maintenance by Zach-
ary Taylor and a potential 
conservation plan for erosion 
control and fi eld beautifi ca-
tion by the Mountain Castle 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District and Valley Landscap-
ing.”

She added that they are 
just beginning to construct 
a commercial septic system 
to connect to the new build-
ing and restrooms enabling 
a safe and healthy outdoor 
environment. Th e work is 
being provided by Craig’s 
D&C Excavating with fund-
ing from the Craig Economic 
Development Authority and 
the Virginia Outdoor Foun-
dation’s Get Outdoors fund.

“Th e foundation is estab-
lished to promote the pres-
ervation of open space lands 
and to encourage private gifts 
of money, securities, land or 
other property to preserve 
the natural, scenic, historic, 
scientifi c, open space and rec-
reational areas of the Com-
monwealth,” Snead added. 
“We are indeed grateful for 
their funding and support of 
this critical component of the 
Field of Dreams making the 
complex more self-suffi  cient 
and sustainable.”

She also emphasized that 
all of these skill professionals 
cannot be matched except 
by their volunteer team of 
sports experts. “Craig Rec-
reation and Conservation 
Association Sports Director 
Sheri Sloss guides the coaches 
and arranges schedules, ref-
erees, equipment and uni-
forms, works with the kids, 
volunteers, and parents and 
handles fi nances,” Snead said. 
“Th e rest of our team who 
support this work are also 
CCR & CA board mem-
bers: Teresa Oliver, president; 
Joyce Ashley, secretary; and 
Debbie Boitnott, treasurer.”

If you are interested in 
working with the board serv-
ing as a coach or volunteering 
for fundraising the CCR & 
CA welcomes your participa-
tion.

You may contact any of 
the offi  cers to volunteer or for 

Year In Review from page 2

RECORD FILE PHOTOS
McCleary Elemtnary is happy to announce the return of their Annual Book Fair 
which will be held April 11-14. Family night, scheduled for 4 to 7 p.m. on April 13, 
is for anyone to attend. Books for all ages and other items will be available for 
purchase.

The Field of Dreams continues to build as they just finished their new concession 
stand.

An aerial shot was taken of the Field of Dreams by Abbey Pierson as her husband, 
Brand, flew over the field. 

membership. All donations 
can be sent to treasurer Deb-
bie Boitnott at PO Box 371, 
New Castle Virginia 24127.

All donations and volun-
teers are greatly appreciated as 
we all work together to build 
a better place for our kids to 
enjoy.

From June 22: 
Town businesses 
grateful to Town 
Council

Months ago, the discus-
sion of adding a cigarette tax 
brought some businesses to 
the forefront of the Board of 
Supervisors and the Town 
Council with their concerns. 

Th e Craig County Board 
of Supervisors chose to im-
pose a tax of $4.00 per carton 
of cigarettes, hoping to off set 
the cost of providing two 
more EMS workers to the 
force in Craig. 

Going from a zero tax to 

$4 did not settle with Craig 
County citizens or businesses, 
as that is one staple that draws 
customers to the businesses. 

Th ree businesses reported 
their sales reduced drastically, 
not only in cigarette/vaping/
chewing tobacco sales but in 
the other staples those cus-
tomers purchase when stop-
ping in for those items, such 
as gasoline, drinks, and other 
fast pickup things. 

Mike and Richard Carper, 
representing Th e Gopher 

See Year In Review, page 5
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Southwestern Virginia’s location 
in the mid-Atlantic typically favors us 
with the variety of four seasons bal-
anced with generally mild winters and 
warm summers. Still, the onset of win-
ter can bring special safety concerns, 
and simple precautions can increase the 
safety of everyone during the winter 
season.

Before the coldest weather sets in, 
have all home heating systems checked. 
Clean your wood stove or fi replace 
chimney yearly and replace any loose 
bricks and mortar promptly. Know 
where all the shutoff  valves and switch-
es are.

Before you use a portable heater, 
check for frayed cords and never by-
pass the grounding feature of a three-
pronged plug. Heaters should have 
an automatic shutoff  if they overturn. 
Avoid using a portable heater near cur-
tains, furniture and other combustibles.

Carbon monoxide is an odor-
less, colorless gas that is poisonous 
to breathe. Winter is a peak time for 
carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning as 

fuel-burning devices can release the gas 
if not operated properly. Deadly levels 
of CO can quickly build up as the gas 
emitted by these sources can linger for 
hours, even after the generator or grill 
has been shut off . Operate all gasoline-
powered devices such as generators out-
doors and never bring them indoors.

Your fi rst line of defense against a 
CO emergency is early detection. Make 
sure to install CO alarms on every level 
of the home and in every bedroom.

Depending on the level of exposure, 
initial symptoms of CO poisoning such 
as headache and weakness may resem-
ble viral illness. If you suspect that you 
are experiencing CO poisoning, get 
fresh air immediately. Leave the home 
and seek medical attention. 

Severe winter weather can cause 
power outages, so keep extra energy 
supplies in an easily accessible place. 
Emergency supplies should include 
candles or a lantern, a battery-pow-
ered radio, a fl ashlight with fresh bat-
teries and a supply of unexpired food 
that needs no cooking or refrigeration. 

(Don’t forget your pets!) If the power 
fails for an extended period, turn off  
all electrical appliances, keep your re-
frigerator and freezer door closed, draw 
curtains to preserve heat and turn water 
on to a trickle so pipes won’t freeze.

When snow arrives, watch for slip-
pery patches when walking outside. 
Do not overload your arms because it 
can make it diffi  cult to keep your bal-
ance. Remove snow with caution and 
avoid doing too much physical work at 
one time. Work slowly and rest often 
to avoid sore muscles, falls and heart 
attacks. Use a sturdy snow shovel and 
when shoveling, lift with your leg mus-
cles rather than your back. Complete 
heavy work before eating a meal. Don’t 
smoke or drink alcohol while working 
because smoking decreases the fl ow of 
blood through your body and alcohol 
increases the chances of overexertion.

Th e safety of our residents and their 
loved ones is very important to us. If 
you haven’t already prepared for severe 
winter weather, the best time to do so 
is now.

-Cynthia Morrow
Roanoke City & Alleghany Health 

Districts 

Christmas is a time of tra-
dition and ritual, both reli-
gious and secular.

For Christians like myself, 
it is a time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. We do so 
with church services, hymns, 
readings, and other religious 
observances.

But Christmas also has 
developed traditions outside 
its religious aspect, or which 
may have once been con-
nected with Christianity but 
no longer possess a religious 

character.
Th e fi gure of Santa Claus 

is perhaps the most obvious 
example. Christmas is a season 
of miracles – the virgin birth, 
the Star of Bethlehem, and so 
forth – and how a Mediter-
ranean holy man of late an-
tiquity became the red-suited 
gift-giver of modern Western 
culture surely fi ts in the sea-
son’s theme of the unlikely 
taking place.

Th ere is little defi nitive 
record of Saint Nicholas, the 
historical fi gure who provided 
the basis for Santa Claus, Ac-
cording to History.com, he 
is believed to have been born 
around 280 A.D. in modern-
day Turkey. Th e stories that 
surround him praise his gen-
erosity and kindness toward 
the poor, the sick, and chil-
dren. Th e day he is believed 
to have died, December 6, is 

Th e legend of Jólabókafl óð is a 
slightly romanticized Christmas tra-
dition translated to mean “Christ-
mas Book Flood”. Icelanders give 
and receive books every Christmas 
Eve, and then spend much of the 
day reading as a Christmas ritual. 
Publishers purposefully release new 
titles before the holidays, and the 
four months around Christmas ac-
count for half of the country’s book 
sales each year.

Storytelling is a winter tradition 

everywhere, but especially in the 
north where darkness prevails. Long 
ago, telling stories and reading aloud 
during the cold winter months was 
common while some family mem-
bers worked the wool into clothing 
and prepared the dried food and 
grain for storage. Iceland is not the 
only place that has reading rituals 
around Christmas time.

In Norway, public libraries called 
Bibliotek have scheduled programs 
such as fi lm viewing. Litteraturhu-
set, Th e House of Literature, is also 
a popular place for people who 
wants to read. Inside it is a cafe, a 

restaurant and a bookshop, all in 
one place! It´s often crowded be-
cause it has a bookshop and a café 
which are open until midnight and 
weekends.

In today’s Iceland, the coming of 
winter starts a series of book events, 

authors book signings and new ma-
terial being introduced in anticipa-
tion for the large amount of book 
sales that occur around Christmas. 
According to Smithsonian maga-
zine, Icelanders read an average 
of 2.4 books per month. Iceland 
is consistently ranked among the 
most literate countries in the world, 
based on metrics like achievement 
tests as well as characteristics like 
average total years of schooling and 
publications and libraries per capita.

In Alaska, winter programs are 
very popular in public libraries be-
cause outdoor activities for every-

one are limited. A public library is 
a perfect place to have events and to 
provide a social outlet for kids and 
grown-ups alike. 

Snuggle up with a good book 
this holiday and enjoy the dark cold 
days of winter!

-Raven Meadowbrook
Library news: 
Th ank you for your end of year 

donations to the Craig County 
Public Library! We depend in our 
people for support of such an es-
sential part of our county infra-
structure. Every little bit helps us to 
provide more for our community.

celebrated as a feast day by the 
Catholic and Eastern Ortho-
dox Churches.

Saint Nicholas became the 
patron saint of children and 
sailors, among others, and 
was adopted as a patron saint 
by countries and cities as well. 
His relics were venerated, and 
he garnered popularity across 
Europe, including the Neth-
erlands, which proved to be a 
key stop on his journey into 
American popular culture.

In the Netherlands, Sint 
Nikolaas, as he is known in 
Dutch, or Sinter Klaas for 
short, was said to leave gifts 
for children on his feast day. 
Not yet the portly presence 
we recognize, Sinter Klaas was 
portrayed as a white-bearded 
man dressed in red clerical 
garb.

Th is version of the Saint 
Nicholas legend came to 
North America with the 
seventeenth-century Dutch 
settlers of New Amsterdam, 

renamed New York when 
acquired by the English, and 
was celebrated for centuries 
before it gained a wider foot-
hold in our country’s imagi-
nation.

In the early nineteenth 
century, one of the young 
country’s leading authors in-
troduced a version of Sinter 
Klaas to a larger audience. 
Some of the products of 
Washington Irving’s pen, such 
as Rip Van Winkle and the 
Headless Horseman of “Th e 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” re-
main well-known to us today. 
Irving was a New Yorker fa-
miliar with the region’s Dutch 
culture. He helped shape the 
image of Sinter Klaas, describ-
ing a version of the saint who 
fl ew in a wagon from house 
to house, dropping presents 
for good children down their 
chimneys.

In 1823, “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas” was published. 
Better known by its opening 

line, “Twas the night before 
Christmas,” the poem was 
written by Clement Clarke 
Moore for his children. 
Moore did not take credit for 
its authorship at fi rst, but his 
creation introduced still more 
details we recognize today, 
including a sleigh pulled by 
eight reindeer as his vehicle 
instead of Irving’s wagon.

As the modern portrait 
of Santa Claus took shape in 
words during the nineteenth 
century, it was matched by 
illustrations. Th omas Nast 
was a cartoonist famed for 
his political work. His legacy 
includes the identifi cation 
of the Republican Party 
with the elephant, matched 
against the Democratic don-
key. And it includes a Santa 
Claus that largely fi ts how we 
think of him. Nast’s cartoons 
for Harper’s Weekly portray 
Santa as large and white-
bearded, cheerfully distribut-
ing presents.

If Nast helped to settle 
the image of Santa Claus, 
the Coca-Cola company 
propagated it. Its colorful ads, 
drawn by Haddon Sundb-
lom, from the 1920s onward, 
portrayed a jolly, rotund, 
red-cheeked Saint Nicholas 
inspired by Moore’s poem.  
Th ese ads were in magazines 
such as Th e Saturday Evening 
Post and National Geograph-
ic. Th ey always featured Santa 
and a bottle of Coca-Cola.  
Th rough the years they pro-
duced many advertising items 
with the Sundblom Santa 
from metal trays to dolls.

Th e popular conception of 
Santa Claus has evolved over 
the years, but the consistent 
association of Saint Nicholas 
and kindness speak to the 
lasting meaning of the Christ-
mas season. I will let Santa, as 
portrayed in “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas,” have the last word:

“Happy Christmas to all, 
and to all a good-night.”
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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The Monroe County Health Center is seeking 
bid proposals for snow removal for the Craig
County Health Center and Craig County 
Dental Center in New Castle, VA. Proposals 
should include snow plowing, salt or liquid 
de-icing to parking lots and walkways, and
shoveling of entrances and ramps. All 
interested parties are required to be Licensed
and Insured. For more details, and to arrange 
for site inspection, please contact Chris Terry, 
Facility Manager, at 304-772-3065 x144.

Market and IGA Express Exx-
onMobil, along with David 
Stephens from Food Country 
expressed their concerns to 
the Board of Supervisors and 
later to the Town Council. 

Th e Town chose to impose 
a $2 per carton tax from the 
$4 per carton tax, which was 
either equal to or less than 
most surrounding counties. 
Th is forfeited the $4 per car-
ton tax within the town limits. 

Since, businesses have seen 
their sales increase again, as 
they could not aff ord to lose 
the sales of these items as it 
helped them aff ord to pay 
employees. 

“Concerning the Town 
Cig Tax which went into ef-
fect May 30, 2022, I want to 
thank the New Castle Town 
Council for taking the time 
to listen and understand the 
impacts of a cigarette tax on 
a town and county,” Mike 
Carper shared. “Since May 
30th, we at Gopher Market 
have seen an increase in cig 
sales due to the diff erence be-
tween the $4/carton County 
Tax and the now $2/carton 
Town Cig Tax.”

Gopher Market is in the 
town of New Castle and IGA 
Express is in the county.

“We were down 30% be-
tween IGA Express and Go-
pher Market in cigarette sales 
(our#2 sales product, only 
behind fuel) after the County 
cig tax took eff ect on Jan 1, 
2022,” Carper added. “Th e 
impact the County $4/car-
ton cig tax had on our busi-
nesses was huge. We were 
out of line with surrounding 
counties, driving not only our 
cigarette sales out of county, 
but other purchases these cus-
tomers were buying.”

Th e Food Country store 
manager added, “I would also 
like to thank the council for 
listening and helping to pro-
tect our businesses.” 

“Th ey, the Town Council 
understood what we (IGA 
Express & Gopher Market) 
were saying since October 
2021 and did the right thing 
for their businesses in town,” 
they all shared. “So again, a 
“HUGE THANK YOU” 
to the New Castle Town 
Council for listening to their 
businesses and maintaining a 
competitive tax that will not 
drive business from the town!”

From July 6: 
CCPS continues 
to review safety 
measures

At the June School Board 
meeting, citizen Brett Stamper 
spoke on his views on the im-
portance of having a School 
Resource Offi  cer on campus. 

He spoke of the fatal shoot-
ing in other schools, killing 
and injuring students. He also 
spoke of students in Roanoke 
and Salem who had drawn a 
map of the school and posted 
on social media. 

“We have to remember 
that Roanoke and Salem are 
only 35 minutes away. Just be-
cause we are a small town, we 
are not immune to extreme 
violence,” he said. 

He spoke of the recent 
school shooting dominating 
the news in Uvalde, Texas, 
where the doors were propped 
open, giving easy access to 
anyone who wished to enter. 
He questioned if “history will 
repeat itself or get worse if the 
security of our school doesn’t 
change.” 

“I spoke with students and 
faculty about the recent shoot-
ing at the Craig Botetourt Co-
op in 2018, asking about the 
events that happened in the 
school while on lockdown 
during the morning hours in 
which the active shooter was 
on the loose,” Stamper shared. 

Stamper said that in De-
cember 2021, he requested 
information on the school’s 
contingency plan. 

“Too many times I have 
heard it is not the school’s job 
of hiring. I, along with other 
parents, do not accept this an-
swer anymore,” he declared. 
“Th e school must work with 
the local Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment.  Th ere is nothing that 
you can talk about or spend 
money on that is more im-
portant than this.” 

He also suggested the 
school supplement this posi-
tion so that there would al-

ways be an incentive to keep 
the job secure. 

“We as a community 
should make sure that this 
happens at all costs,” he 
added. “If someone is going 
to risk their life for the safety 
of our children and faculty 
in our school system, they 
should be well compensated 
for it.”

He also suggested contin-
uous training for the teachers 
and staff  for a Crisis Response 
Plan, quoting the Virginia 
School system’s mandatory 
drills. Trace Bellassai shared 
that the Board does speak 
quite often with Sheriff  Trev-
or Craddock regarding the 
situation. 

He explained that “It is less 
of a funding situation, as the 
sheriff  does not have a pool of 
applicants and is having a dif-
fi cult time fi lling his needed 
positions.”

Bellassai added that they 
have also talked about form-
ing a Safety Committee in 
the school, including the 
sheriff  and S.W.A.T. team 
members in the near future. 
Bellassai noted that the state 
of Virginia does not allow 
anyone else other than law 
enforcement offi  cers to fi ll 
that position, however the 
Board has considered pen-
ning a letter or a resolution. 
“We are requesting our leg-
islators look at that,” he said.  

Superintendent Jeanette 
Warwick added, “We are 
working on a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
Sheriff ’s department, includ-
ing the responsibilities of the 
sheriff ’s department and the 
school division. We are hop-
ing to have someone from the 
offi  cers during lunch times to 
be in the cafeteria with the 
students, to have a presence 
and they are in support of 
that.” 

She noted that none of the 
sheriff ’s current staff  have the 
training to be a Resource Of-
fi cer. Th ey are also organizing 
an internal committee which 
would include mental health 
assistance. Bellassai added, 
“We have talked about work-
ing with Emergency Services 
to do drills over the summer 
when the kids are not here, 
which would be a really good 
training.”

Stamper added that he 
and others in the community 
would be willing to help. 

“As we continue to plan 
with the Safety Committee, 
we will reach out to the com-
munity to see who would 
want to help,” Warwick 
added.

From Aug. 31: 
Old Salem Church 
potluck brings 
heritage to life

For many people, old-
fashioned potluck dinners 
have always been a favorite. 

Th e Annual Old Salem 
Church Homecoming Pot-
luck is one of those. Th is year 
over 60 people attended, as 
some thought the weather 
would rain it out, but it 
didn’t. 

Gleeful chatter was heard 
from beginning to end and 
smiles and hugs were of 
abundance. 

Th e afternoon started with 
a warm welcome from orga-
nizer, Jean Bradley. 

Th e tables were ladened 
with a smorgasbord of deli-
cious homemade foods and 
desserts, as everyone seemed 
to get all they could eat and 
take some to the elderly who 
weren’t able to make it. 

Many years it has been hot 
or rainy but this year there 
was a cool breeze which made 
the day very comfortable for 
most. 

It has never seemed to 
bother anyone that there is 
no water or electricity at the 

old church, so only a one-
seater outhouse is available. 

People sat under the trees 
at tables, while others brought 
their own chairs to enjoy the 
outdoors. Some were able to 
get a seat on the picnic tables 
under the pavilion.

After dinner, there was a 
service in the church which 
was decorated in Black-eyed 
Susan’s and Queen Anne’s 
lace was placed in quart can-
ning jars by LeeAnn Mattox. 

Jean Bradley’s grand-
daughters, Kallie and Kam-
mie Fisher, read special devo-
tions. 

Bradley reported that they 
are still working on some 
things in the church, as dona-
tions had come in for more 
repairs to be able to be done. 
Also, to pull a tree out and 
put in a Christmas tree. 

She also announced that 
her project this year was to 
get pictures of any couples 
who had been married in the 
little church. Th ere were two 
present, Ann Looney and 
Virginia Veasey who were 
great friends and seated to-
gether at the service. 

Th e ladies tried to remem-
ber their dates. Looney was 
married Sept. 2, 1955 and 
Veasey got married June 29, 
1951. 

“I would like to have a 5x7 
print of everyone married in 
this church to put up on the 
wall,” Bradley said. 

Bill Frazier, current pastor 
of the New Castle Christian 
Church, delivered a special 
message.

First, he shared a story 
about a man who called a 
church, asking to speak to 
the head hog at the trough. 
Th e secretary responded, 
“Excuse me?” He repeated 
himself that he wanted to 
speak to the head hog at the 
trough. Th e secretary wasn’t 
sure she heard correctly, but 
said to him, that if he wanted 
to speak to our preaching 
minister, you will have to 
show a little respect and dig-
nity and call him Mr. Frazier 
or Preacher Bill. Th e man 
said again that he wanted to 
speak to the head hog at the 
trough. Th e secretary told the 
man he couldn’t speak about 
him like that. Th e man re-
sponded that he had a dona-
tion of $10,000 to give to the 
church. Th e secretary imme-
diately responded, “Hold on 
just a second, I think the big 
fat pig just walked through 
the door.” 

He read in Matthew 13: 
44, “Th e kingdom of Heav-
en is like a treasure that a man 
discovers hidden in a fi eld. 
In his excitement, he hid it 
and went and sold everything 
that he had to buy the land. 
Again, the kingdom of Heav-
en is like a merchant who is 
on the lookout for a choice 
pearl. When he discovered a 
pearl of great value, he sold 
everything that he had and 
bought it.” 

He added that the King-
dom of Heaven is “that valu-
able”. 

“We search for so many 
things in life, but some things 
are in our own back yard,” 
Frazier added with another 
story. 

He talked about the 
Sinking Creek valley and its 
beauty. 

And, he talked about how 
many churches have now 
closed their doors in Craig. 
Churches that were once 
alive and serving people in 
the community. 

“We sometimes forget 
about what is most impor-
tant, souls. All people are pre-
cious in God’s sight,” Frazier 
said. “I remember when I was 

Year In Review from page 3

The manager and staff at The Gopher Market are very 
happy to see sales continue to rise again.

The Gopher Market is advertising their strong point 
in sales today, “They have the cheapest prices of 
cigarettes in the county now.”

RECORD FILE PHOTOS
Brett Stamper addressed the School Board concerning 
continues safety measures at CCPS.

a part of the rough bunch, but 
God can do something with 
any of us.” 

He read Matthew 19, 
which said that Jesus trav-
eled through towns to an-
nounce the good news of the 
Kingdom of God, healing 
all illnesses. When Jesus saw 
crowds, He had compassion 
on them. 

“Jesus has compassion on 
us,” Frazier said. “Th e most 
important thing is the rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ; 
therefore, we have to pray 
to the Lord of the Harvest 
to send more workers into 
the fi eld to share the Good 
News.” 

He continued, “Th at is 
what our job is, to be a wit-
ness. To be human as Jesus 
became when He came to us.”

Frazier quoted the scrip-
ture in the Bible that he said 
he doesn’t like that Jesus said, 
“When I come back to earth, 
will I fi nd faith?” 

He concluded that all be 
a part of spreading the Good 
News so that no more church-
es close and all will have the 
opportunity to be saved. 

Upon dismissal, people 
continued to enjoy socializing 
for quite a while. 

Bradley announced that 
pending the COVID-19 vi-
rus in Craig, they will decide 
in a couple months if they 
will have the annual Candle-
light Christmas Service at the 
church in December. 

From Sept. 14: 
Speakers share 
bushels of 
knowledge with 
local farmers

Craig County is known 
for its agriculture. Th e county 
strives to maintain its agricul-
tural legacy and to train oth-
ers to become self-suffi  cient 
as well as learn the possible 
availabilities of assistance and 
better technology. 

Th e Mountain Castles 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District hosted a meeting, 
with a lineup of speakers who 
gave community members a 
wealth of knowledge.

A number of board mem-
bers, Emily Nolen, the ag-
riculture teacher of Craig 
County High School, and 
some of Nolen’s students and 
Future Farmers of America 
members were present.  

Th e FFA members led the 
meeting with a prayer, Th e 
Pledge of Allegiance and in-
formation of what they are 
doing at the school and the 
new Land Lab. 

Th e catered meal was pro-
vided by the conservation dis-
trict team. 

Each speaker emphasized 
that they will be the liaisons 
to help each person work 
through all the steps. 

Abbey Pierson, district co-
ordinator at Mountain Cas-
tles, studied at Virginia Tech 
and settled in New Castle 
with her husband about three 
years ago. He is also a pilot 
who learned to fl y at the glider 
port in Craig. She has worked 
with Mountain Castles for a 
year. 

“Th ey started serving Craig 
County in 1945, as Natural 
Bridge Soil and Water and 
then in the 80s it split off  and 
was named Mountain Castles 
named after New Castle and 
Fincastle and the mountains 
that surround them both,” 
Pierson shared.  

She noted that they have 
received a lot of funding from 
the Virginia Department of 

See Year In Review, page 6

As many arrived early, the little kids had fun. Piper 
put on gloves and went around as Elsa from the movie 
“Frozen” and was freezing people. 

Ann Looney and Virginia Veasey were both married in 
the Old Salem Church back in the 1950s.
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Conservation Integration to 
support crop sharing pro-
grams. 

“One of our biggest 
strengths is that we are lo-
cal,” Pierson said. “We are 
governed by a local volunteer 
board of directors.” 

She explained that mem-
bers of the public can sign up 
for conservation plans fi eld-
by-fi eld and not all at once 
if needed, adding stream 
exclusion with fl exible buf-
fers, including crop sharing, 
drilling new wells, putting 
troughs in, stream crossings, 
nutrient management plans, 
cover crops, as well as manure 
pack barn or composting (a 
convenient way to store the 
manure) and they can help 
to put up a pad with an at-
tached manure storage or a 
pack barn so that it can be 
spread when needed. 

Many other services are 
available. Th e district’s offi  ce 
is in Bonsack. 

Derek Hancock, district 
conservationist for Roanoke, 
Craig and Botetourt coun-
ties, shared how he helps with 
natural resources conserva-
tion services that are paid for 
by the Department of Agri-
culture. 

He is married to his wife, 
Amanda, and has three boys. 

“I am pro-ag and pro-
forestry,” he said. “I am all 
invested and am here to help 
anyone anyway I can.”

Hancock graduated 
from Ferrum College with a 
bachelor’s in agriculture and 
has been with the conserva-
tion district for 13 years. He 
discussed the importance 
of “getting your toolbox to-
gether.”

“When you start some-
thing on your farm you need 
a toolbox full of these part-
ners here who are present,” 
he said. “When you are run-
ning your errands, include a 
visit to the offi  ces and know 
the partners that are available 
to help each farmer, who can 
help bring economic devel-
opment to you and your 
farm. Our programs have 
some serious supplements.” 

His agency serves in two 
ways, with technical assis-
tance to answer questions or 
guide people in the right di-
rection. 

“You may have a problem 
on the farm such as evasive 
species, the pastures aren’t 
performing, guidance on 
how to take a soil sample, 
crop rotation, how to deal 
with animal waste or nutrient 
management,” he said. 

He added that some may 
need fi nancial assistance, 
giving two programs, the 
EQUIP and CSP, the Con-
servation Stewardship Pro-
gram which is a 5-year pro-
gram.  

“Th is is like a thank you 
payment for doing it on your 
farm and the better that you 
are the more money that you 
can make in the program,” 
Hancock explained. “Other 
things can help to accentu-
ate this program such as ro-
tational grazing or fertilizing 
soil samples.”

He emphasized the fi rst 
and most important thing 
is for landowners to get him 
on their land to look at it 
and evaluate what programs 
could be of benefi t.  

He added, “Th ere is noth-
ing that I will be seeing or 
doing or working with you 
on that I will report on to 
anyone, as we are here to help 
you. We can help design sys-
tems and work with you and 
cater to your operation. It will 
all be up to you in your deci-
sion.”

“You can take the paper-
work and just use it in your 
fi replace if you choose,” he 
added with a smile. “To go 
forward and learn about re-
sources that are available to 
get this done, we start work-
ing on your prescription. 
Th ere is some yearly paper-
work that is required, but it 
always seems to defi nitely be 
worth the time for everyone, 
for the exchange in benefi ts 
and assistance.”

Hancock added, “I will 
show you the one that pays 
you the best with the least 
amount of money out of 
your pocket possible.” 

Matt Bumgardner, a Farm 
Service Agency farm loan 
specialist, shared that his or-
ganization loans money at a 
low interest to help in work-

ing with these programs, 
when needed. 

“I partner with all the 
banks in the area and back 
their money up. We have a 
guarantee program. We also 
have a youth loan program 
designed to off er kids from 
ages 10 to 20 in an agricul-
tural type of project,” he said. 

WP Johnson, FSA rep-
resentative, personally farms 
900 acres in Bedford County, 
including wheat, soybeans, 
corn, barley, oats, hay and 
cows. 

“You name it, and I will 
try it,” he said. “My job in 
economic development is to 
invest in your community. I 
am here to try to make your 
farm more profi table as 90% 
of my business is to give you 
money. My methodology is 
to help you pay the banks 
off , by increasing your profi t-
ability.”

He emphasized that if 
farmers want to do a project 
on their property or are strug-
gling with cash fl ow, they 
should call, as there are many 
options available.

He spoke of a few includ-
ing, disaster assistance. 

“We do a lot with crop 
insurance (fl oods, lightning 
strikes, avian attacks from 
animals that you cannot con-
trol legally), those things that 
attack your animals and your 
operation we can reimburse 
you for,” he said. 

He gave an example where 
a farmer put his hay up along 
the side of a fi eld and the 
river got up and destroyed it 
and another example where 
a barn burned with their hay. 
Th eir program can help re-
imburse that value loss and 
help in the of natural disaster.

“Hay is a value to your 
farm. If you have animals 
and no hay to feed them, you 
don’t have the income,” John-
son said. “We can help you 
through all the steps needed 
to qualify.”

He covered many options 
including pastures, corn, si-
lage, hemp and fi nancing 
diff erent equipment with an 
easier payoff  option. Th ere 
is also a program that helps 
people who raise Christmas 
trees, grapevines or fruit trees 
to replace them when they 
die. 

Denny McCarthy, of the 
Virginia Department of For-
estry, shared that the agency 
is the state entity in Virginia 
that serves private landown-
ers.

“Seventy-fi ve percent of all 
the forest land in Virginia is 
private land.” he said. “And 
this forest land contributes 
about $30 billion a year to 
the economy in Virginia pri-
marily through timber sales.”

“Our agency was born 
and bred in 1914 with two 
primary mandates. Th e fi rst 
is to suppress wild land fi res, 
as we respond to fi res where 
the local fi re departments 
hoses cannot reach not reach 
and the second mandate is to 
plant trees on lands,” he said. 

Th e agency has several 
nurseries to support this ef-
fort, growing about 48 diff er-
ent species. 

“I spend the majority of 
my time working with indi-
vidual landowners, visiting 
their properties, giving them 
advice and guidance on how 
to manage their properties 
to meet their specifi c goals,” 
McCarthy shared.

He added that he spends 
most of his time writing man-
agement plans for landown-
ers who have more interest 
in wildlife management like 
raising bigger deer, attracting 
more turkeys, etc. and still 
brings the Smoky the Bear 
program to many counties. 

He went over the hard-
wood management program 
and suggested a fundraiser to 
the FFA, where they can buy 
1,000 trees for .12 each and 
resell to landowners in small 
bundles. 

He can also provide lists 
of forest consultants who 
help landowners to sell their 
timber.  

Scott Stevens, with Bank 
of Botetourt, shared that 
they have always been into 
ag lending, including real es-
tate, equipment or livestock. 
He added, “My offi  ce is my 
truck and I come to see you!”

It was noted that when 
people say “agriculture,” 
they think farming but there 

were so many diff erent career 
speakers that aren’t farmers. 

Farm Bureau shared many 
ways that the organization 
can help communities.  

“Th ere is the federation 
side and then there is the in-
surance side,” shared Jeannie 
Dudding. “Th e federation 
includes the $40 per year 
dues that are paid, which 
much of it is reinvested back 
into the county through 
scholarships, ag in the class-
room, ag promotion, 4-H 
and FFA programs.” 

Mark Campbell, district 
fi eld services director, en-
couraged all in attendance 
to become a Farm Bureau 
member to help continue 
representation in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

He discussed some of the 
bills that were proposed in 
Virginia in 20220. One of 
the proposed bills mandated 
stream fencing. Farm Bureau 
representatives opposed that 
with other organizations. 

“We had members to 
come as far away as Bristol to 
speak enrichment against this 
mandate and it was because 
of that that it did not pass,” 
he shared. “I do not believe 
that there has been a louder 
voice than the Farm Bureau 
in promoting funding for soil 
and water conservation.”

He noted many other 
grassroots eff orts that Farm 
Bureau is active in, includes 
legislation in D.C. and Rich-
mond.  

Dudding added that 
members were encouraged to 
attend the annual producers 
meeting, where they will have 
a veterinarian to speak on the 
tick issue. 

She also discussed the 
Farm Bureau discount app 
button which will pull up 
discounts in whatever area 
individuals live in or are vaca-
tioning in.  

Leeann Mattox, Young 
Farm committee chair, 
shared that they had joined 
up with a small group from 
Montgomery County. Th ey 
are doing projects with them. 
She said that she is looking 
forward to learning the ropes 
of her new position and help-
ing teens to grow in agricul-
ture. 

Teens from 18 to 35 are 
welcome to join the group. 

Mary Hunter shared that 
their goal is to promote the 
importance of agriculture by 
helping with fundraisers to 
help the agriculture depart-
ment grow and improve. 

She added that she was 
very excited about seeing the 
new Land Lab up and run-
ning and continuing to grow. 

“We are now working on 
some grants to develop the 
left-hand side of the proper-
ty,” Hunter added. “We’ll be 
pleased to have your expertise 
as well as your time and any 
donations that you would 
like to give to help with fenc-
ing, additional laughs stock 
and building up the pro-
gram.”

Th ey currently have a 
handmade quilt they are 
selling raffl  e tickets to raise 
funds. 

Th e new Farm Bureau 
agent, David Brown, intro-
duced himself. He shared 
that he would welcome a visit 
to anyone’s home to discuss 
how he may assist.  

Door prizes that were 
given out. 

From Oct. 12: 
Fall Festival 
brings a colorful 
day of events

With vendors aligning 
Main Street and vintage cars 
and trucks along the side 
streets, the Annual Fall Festi-
val in Craig County off ered a 
day of fun on Saturday. 

Th e event was organized 
by the Craig County Histori-
cal Society.

Participants could start 
their day off  at the Old Hotel 
with breakfast and a tour of 
the building, as relics were in 
every room as well as mem-
bers making rugs and spin-
ning. 

Th roughout the day, a dif-
ferent music group took the 
stage at almost every hour 
and on the other end of the 
festival, Tim Leftwich pro-
vided music with his equip-

ment. 
Laughter seemed to per-

meate the air as people shook 
hands and hugged. Some 
were so happy to see high 
school classmates after over 
30 years. 

Big smiles seemed to be a 
natural response from most 
everyone. 

Vendors were happy to 
serve the ones who visited 
their booths. 

Some served food, while 
other had raffl  e tickets and 
their items to sell. 

A newcomer this year 
was Nathan Menefee, with 
his Grinnin’ Possum Fishing 
Lures. 

Menefee shared that he 
drove a tractor trailer for years 
and when people asked how 
he was doing, he would re-
spond, “I’m grinnin’ like a 
possum!” 

“Th ey were always won-
dering what I was up to,” he 
said with a possum grin.  

However, Menefee hurt 
his arm a while back and had 
to go on disability. 

He had been making lures 
for himself and his sons to use 
to fi sh and decided to start 
making more and sell them. 

“Th at is how I ended up 
doing this as I got time to do 
stuff  now,” he said. “I have 
fi ve grandkids, four boys and 
another boy I helped to raise. 
He keeps me on the creek all 
the time now.” 

Th ere were many vendors 
who had lots of sweets to eat, 
and other foods including 
homemade jellies and breads. 
Th ere were even free back 
massages given. 

Th is year, the little league 
Cougar football team had a 
booth to raise funds to help 
buy the needed uniform 
equipment to protect the 
players. Th ey sold barbeque 
with sides, cupcakes and hot 
cocoa. Th ey sold out, which 
pleased the parents and play-
ers. 

Raffl  e tickets to win a 
kayak, guns, fl owers, jewelry, 
TVs, food and more were 
sold. Many of the local fi rst 
responders depend on this 
opportunity to raise funds 
to be able to purchase their 
needed equipment to serve 
our community. 

Midday, there were two 
dancing contests, a fl at-foot-
ing and jitterbug. 

As people danced, the 
judges looked upon everyone 
to see how they were doing. 
Again, smiles and laughter 
were of abundance. 

Winners of the fl atfoot-
ing were, Charles Swain who 
took fi rst, second was Teresa 
Fisher and third was Tammy 
Alls. Everyone who danced 
seemed to enjoy their time. 

It was the fi rst year for the 
jitterbug contest. No adults 
got up to dance. However, 
the toddlers and small kids 
decided not to waste good 
music and danced the entire 
dance. 

Th e society decided to 
make them winners and 
gave them a medallion. Th eir 
grins were priceless. 

Th e Future Farmers of 
America group had many 
options for the kids to enjoy 
including animals to feed and 
pet, bull roping, a sac race 
and a raffl  e. 

Th ey also had face paint-
ing and Jullian Dooley had 
his face painted like a skel-
eton.

Th e Marshall Reynolds 
Memorial Car Show seemed 
to be a big hit as there were 
so many entries that they ran 
out of room. “We love seeing 
all these people bring their 
vehicles!” Jackie Reynolds 
Taylor shared. 

Th ere were vintage ve-
hicles that had more clearcoat 
than could be imagined, an-
tique sports cars that brought 
back memories for many 
who enjoyed sharing their 
personal stories with the 
owners and the huge mud 
trucks that the kids wanted 
their pictures taken with. 

To end the day at 4 p.m., 
the vendors lined up to the 
winners of the many draw-
ings and raffl  es. 

Th ough the day ended, 
there were people gathered 
in little groups chatting and 
smiling. 

As all ended, the street was 
quickly cleaned up. 

From Nov. 9: 

Year In Review from page 5

Derek Hancock, district conservationist for Roanoke, 
Craig and Botetourt counties, shared how he helps 
with natural resources conservation services that are 
paid for by the Department of Agriculture.

WP Johnson, FSA representative, works in economic 
development by investing in the communities to make 
farms more profitable. 

Denny McCarthy, of the Virginia Department of 
Forestry, shared that the agency is the state entity in 
Virginia that serves private landowners.

Fairgrounds 
dedicates 
announcer stand 
in memory of 
Sammy Huffman

When people said the 
name Sammy Huff man in 
Craig, most everyone knew 
the man.  

He was bigger than life, 
with a smile and a heart that 
matched. 

He had been the emcee 
at the Craig County Fair-
grounds derbies for many 
years until his untimely death 
two months ago. Many felt 
the heartbreak of losing him 
so early in life and were sad-
dened. Facebook was fl ooded 
with posts of pictures and 

memories.
At the annual Fall De-

molition Derby on Oct. 8, 
the Fairgrounds Association 
dedicated the announcer 
stand, (or “tower” as Huff -
man called it), in memory of 
Sammy Huff man.

Th ey redid the roof and 
added a huge 8-foot-long 
metal sign that said, “BIG 
SAM’S STAND” in mem-
ory of Sammy Huff man. 
Th e picture on the sign is of 
Huff man leaning against one 
of his crashed-up derby cars 
with the saying, “Play Times 
OVER!” 

Randy Dillon designed 
and made the sign. 

“He had such a great pas-
sion for the demo derby,” BJ 
Oliver shared. “We felt that 
we wanted to do this.” 

At the derby, the associa-

See Year In Review, page 5

Clay Bowman and Magnolia Beaudoin happily danced 
their hearts out during the first Jitterbug Contest at 
the Fall Festival and took home the awards as no 
adults entered. Their grins were priceless, and their 
dance moves were well received. 

RECORD FILE PHOTOS
The Marshall Reynolds Memorial Car Show brought in 
a number of notable vehicles, including what the kids 
were calling the “Monster truck,” the Hillbilly Deluxe 
all decked out for Halloween. 
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tion had these words read: 
“Today Oct. 8 we gather 

together as family, classmates, 
friends, and neighbors to not 
only have fun and compete 
in a demolition derby, but 
to celebrate the memory and 
life of our dear friend Sammy 
Huff man.

Big Sam, as he was aff ec-
tionately known, was a friend 
to us all.

Some things you could 
always count on for big Sam 
was: ready for a road trip 
whether it was in the woods 
or hunting for derby cars, a 
cold beverage, a good story, to 
paint a #3 on everything you 
owned, to speak to you when 
he saw you no other matter 
where you were or who you 
were, to treat you like family, 
to tell you how he really felt as 
he didn’t hold back and most 
importantly the love he had 
for his family. 

Today, the Craig County 
Fairground Association 
would like to dedicate the 
announcer stand in his hon-
or and have aff ectionately 
named it ‘Big Sam’s Stand’ 
to forever honor his love, not 
only for the sport of demoli-
tion derby but for the love he 
showed everyone he knew. 

Now as he watches over 
all of us from up above in his 
new heavenly perch, let’s all 
rise for a toast to big Sam!”

Also, Huff man was an 
artist. He had designed the 
trophies for the Oct. 8 derby 
before he passed. Th ey are a 
metal sign with a pumpkin 
with a determined look on its 
face, which had bat wings un-
der it, and cut out letters that 
said “Fall Brawl 2022.”

Th e winners were happy 
they not only had won the 
derby but had a special tro-
phy in memory of Huff man 
as well. 

As Facebook was fl ooded 
with thoughts of “Big Sam,” 
many shared their heartfelt 
memories as well. 

Some of his derby buddies 
chose to share their memories 
for this article. 

“He was a great friend! We 
actually grew up together and 
had been friends from child-
hood. He was one year ahead 
of me, but he lived beside of 
my granny, and we spent a 
lot of time together,” Oliver 
said. “We ran a lot of derby 
together…I really miss him.”

“Big Sam was a great 
friend. He might as well have 
been a brother to me,” shared 
Donnie Wayne Fisher, a big-
time derby man himself. 

“We had a lot of great 
times running derbies all over 
the place,” he added. 

He recalled when “Big 
Sam” had his fi rst win in 
West Virginia driving a 1967 
Dodge Monaco Station Wag-
on. 

“He loved the sport of 
derby,” Fisher continued. 
“We took many road trips to 
get cars together and talked 
about everything and would 
laugh the whole trip.” 

Fisher added that Huff -
man loved his wife and kids. 

“I still have the last un-
opened text he sent me be-

cause I won’t get another 
one,” he emotionally added. 
“He was a big inspiration to 
me.” 

Fisher said he remembered 
riding his bicycle down to 
watch Huff man build cars. 

“He was such a true friend 
and I will miss him as all of 
his friends and family will 
because he did not know a 
stranger,” Fisher shared. 

Justin Dudding recalled 
that his favorite night was at 
Richard and Jasmine Brown’s 
wedding derby reception. 

“Sammy was the emcee, 
and I was the D.J.,” Dud-
ding shared. “Well, BJ Oliver 
left his cooler full of beer at 
the stage, so Sammy and I 
emptied it for him. We then 
tossed the empty cans into 
a derby car parked close to 
the stage. LOL, as we talked 
about derbies of the past and 
Tom T Hall songs all night as 
we drank BJ’s beer.” 

He added, “I sure do miss 
the long talks about junk 
yards we had come across 
and the phone calls telling me 
where every Cadillac setting 
in the weeds he had found 
were at.” 

As one of the younger der-
by drivers, “Baby Grant” (as 
Huff man called him), Oli-
ver shared, “Yes, I did know 
Sammy pretty well!” 

“Every time I’d see Sam-
my he’d talk about his derby 
days,” he said. “He would 
tell me about all the 60s and 
70s Plymouth and Dodge 
cars he derbied that are now 
obsolete. One thing I’ll never 
forget is him talking about all 
the friends and family that he 
made in the derbies.”

Oliver added, “He talked 
about my grandpa all the 
time, that I never got to meet, 
and how he could be the nic-
est or the most hateful person 
ever. In fact, I will never for-
get about the man himself as 
Sammy Huff man, and me 
were riding around in my 
grandad’s Nova and it was the 
fi rst time it had been taken 
out in 10 years and he seen us 
on the road and didn’t say a 
word, he just shook his fi nger 
and smiled!”

Will Huff man, his neph-
ew, used to stay in the stand 
with Huff man during the 
derbies and they would chat 
back and forth. 

“It’s just not the same with-
out him here,” Will Huff man 
shared. “I’ll still come up here 
in his honor but it’s really 
tough because I miss him a 
lot.”  

Huff man’s daughter, Han-
nah, said she had so many 
memories to share, especially 
of going to the derbies every-
where. 

“Since I was little, he 
used to sit in the living room 
and make derby cars out of 
whooper and raisin boxes 
and make car noises while he 
played with them,” Hannah 
shared with a smile. “He was 
a character for sure!”

“He still had the same 
friends he had in high school,” 
she added. “He taught me to 
always take the long way or 
the “scenic route”. We used 
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Lenny McDonald was elected the new mayor of New Castle. “I 
have been on the town council for three and a half years and 
during that time, I realized what a treasure our little town 
is,” he said.

Eddie Lee follows in his families’ footsteps as a Town 
Council member, wishing to contribute something 
positive to his community as well. 

RECORD FILE PHOTOS
Raised in Craig County, Robyn Foster shares that 
she looks forward to serving her community. She is 
pictured with her faithful companion, “the boss,” Ellie. 

There was no place he would rather be than at a derby, 
many agreed about the late Sammy Huffman. His 
passion was derby, second to his family. 

to go on family vacations 
to OBX and he and his dad 
would use walkie talkies and 
an atlas map to get us there. It 
would take eight hours but if 
defi nitely made an impact on 
my memories.”

His oldest daughter, Sa-
mantha, holds Huff man’s 
name. 

“Derbies were almost ev-
erything to dad. It he wasn’t 
there in person; you better 
believe he was watching it 
on TV!” Samantha shared. 
“He even had a derby video 
games and we would play it 
together.” 

Samantha added that she 
and the family really loved the 
dedication of the announc-
ers stand and the permanent 
metal plaque that it now on 
it. 

“I know that dad would 
have loved it too, especially 
with it being his favorite 
pictures and all. It defi nitely 
made us all emotional,” she 
shared. “It was very strange 
for us not seeing him up there 
or hearing his voice through-
out the fairgrounds, but he 
was defi nitely with us all that 
night.” 

Th e memorial announcers 
stand gives honor to a man 
who had great passion for 
life and people, as well as the 
sport. It also seems to create a 
deep smile within the hearts 
of many as they gaze upon 
the art of the memorial sign.  

From Dec. 7: 
Town Council 
members ready 
for 2023

Th e votes were tallied, and 
the New Castle Town Coun-
cil has a new mayor and two 
new board members. 

Th e new mayor is J.L. 
(Lenny) McDonald who will 
be replacing Bucky Johnson.  

New Castle Town Coun-
cil members are Th urman 
(Tommy) Zimmerman, 
Robert E. (Eddie) Lee, Robyn 
Foster and Karen Crush. 

“I have been on the town 
council for three and a half 
years,” shared McDonald. 
“During that time, I realized 
what a treasure our little town 
is.”

McDonald noted that 
when the previous mayor, 
Johnson, announced his 
intentions of retiring, he as-
sumed that Zimmerman 
would be the obvious choice 
for mayor since he was the 
vice mayor. 

“However, Tommy came 
to me and asked that I con-
sider running as he would not 
be, and I was shocked and 
honored that he would feel I 
could do the job,” McDon-
ald shred. “Before putting 
my name forward though 
I wanted to talk to Bucky 
Johnson to see if he was will-
ing to reconsider his decision 
and stay on.”

McDonald said that in 
their conversation, Johnson 
said that he had served and 
felt it was time to step away, 

but he also felt that McDon-
ald would be a good choice 
for taking the mayoral role.  

“Finally, I sought out our 
secretary, Nina Davis, as I 
wanted her opinion and I 
wanted to know if I did run 
would she be willing to stay 
on,” he added. “She stated 
that she would stay on and at 
that point, I knew that with 
their support that I would 
run.”

In being on the council 
in previous years, McDonald 
stated that what he learned 
most about New Castle was 
its history through the voices 
of the people who live there. 

“I also learned a lot about 
how municipalities work and 
how their budgeting works in 
its own unique way,” he said. 

McDonald said that the 
most important things on 
the future agenda to address 
as the new mayor would be 
to continue the progress that 
Johnson initiated. 

“Our town’s park is set for 
some great upgrades over the 
coming year,” he said. “Also, 
the town and county have 
partnered in bringing a Farm-
ers Market to Main Street. I 
want to be sure that we see 
that project through to its 
best possible outcome given 
the budgetary challenges.”

Going forward, McDon-
ald did share that he would 
like to see a greater participa-
tion at the meetings from the 
community. 

He added that he would 
like to see a greater transpar-
ency as well.

“We have the technology 
available to get the word out 
when our meetings are being 
held,” McDonald said. “I also 
believe that we should stream 
our meetings on the inter-
net for those who are home 
bound or unable to attend so 
that they can be aware of our 
eff orts to improve our town.”

Eddie Lee was newly 
elected this year as a council 
member. 

“I returned to New Castle 
in November of 2014,” he 
shared. “I always wanted to 
be here in my retirement 
years.”

Lee was raised in the town 
of New Castle where his pa-
ternal grandfather, father and 
mother all served as Town 
Council members. 

“My roots go much deeper 
than that as my great-great 
grandfather Elisha B. Wagen-
er was the fi rst county survey-
or and helped map out Craig 
County when it was formed 
in 1851,” Lee added. “I hope 
that I can contribute some-
thing positive to our town.”

“I am slow to ac-
cept change and like things 
the ‘Old Fashioned Way,’” 
Lee said. “I hope this position 
isn’t a hinderance in serving 
on council.”

He also noted that he is 
not affi  liated with any politi-
cal party. 

“I have great pride in my 
town, county, state and coun-
try,” Lee said. “I also have a 
strong love for history and 
am very proud of my 12 
Craig County ancestors who 

served in the Army of North-
ern Virginia during our Sec-
ond War for Independence 
(1861-65).”

Lee shared that his “only 
goal at present as a town 
council member is to keep 
the town of New Castle as 
much like it is as possible.”

“I thank all who showed 
faith in me and voted for me,” 
he said. “In addition, I would 
like to say, I am pleased to see 
the preservation of the older 
buildings downtown. My 
mindset might be stuck in 
the past, but I admit that 
progress can bring about pos-
itive changes and still preserve 
history.” 

Foster shared, “As a newly 
elected New Castle Town 

Council member, I realize I 
am part of a team. Th anks to 
the voters for instilling their 
confi dence in me. I look for-
ward to serving starting in 
January 2023.”

Th e monthly meetings 
are held on the third Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. 
in the Town Hall building. 
Th ose interested in getting 
involved may leave a mes-
sage at (540) 864-2200 with 
any questions or connect 
with a council member via 
Facebook. 

Th e community is en-
couraged to attend the meet-
ings and support the council 
as well as give suggestions to 
the needs one sees or to off er 
volunteer support. 
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Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power out-
ages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and long-
est lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Off er - $500 Dis-
count + Additional 10% off  
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Off er 
- FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-
945-1631 

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No 
court appearance. Esti-
mated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-
ber.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fi nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258” www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Infl ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and fi nd out how to pay off  
your debt for signifi cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-855-
614-7493

STATEWIDE  ADSPositions Wanted

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Wanted to Buy

BUYING 
COLLECTIBLES  

Legals - City of 
Radford

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

508 17TH ST, 
RADFORD, VA 

24141 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Salem

COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF 
SALEM 

Order of 
Publication  

Case No. CL22-2363 

Notice 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE COUNTY 
OF CRAIG  

 Case No. 
CL22-234 

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

STATEWIDE  ADS

ADVERTISE!

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
Highland Memory Gardens is looking for 2 Full 
Time cemetery ground maintenance people.

Great Benefit package, Health, Dental, Vision, 
uniforms, and 401-K Retirement program pay 
commensurate with experience. Must be able 
to pass a background check and drug test.

For confidential interview, call Paul at 
540-674-5231.

MAKE AN 
“A”

IN ADVERTISING!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355
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If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355
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When the new “Salem 
Mayhem” box lacrosse team 
debuts this Friday night at the 
Salem Civic Center at least 
three of the players will be fa-
miliar to local lax fans. Former 
Old Dominion Athletic Con-
ference players Joey Dishaw, 
Chad Fisher and Josh Davis 
are all on the roster for Salem’s 
newest professional team, 
which will open at 7 pm at the 
Salem Civic Center against 
the Hampton Hammerheads.

Th e Mayhem is one of nine 
teams in the Professional Box 
Lacrosse Association(PBLA) 
debut season. Also in the 
league are three teams located 
in New York state, the Elmira 

Renegades, Syracuse Spark 
and Binghampton Bombers. 
Th e Jim Th orpe All-Ameri-
cans are in Pennsylvania, the 
Trenton Terror are in New Jer-
sey, Hampton, VA is home to 
the Hammerheads, Charlotte, 
NC  has the Bootleggers and 
the New England Chowder-
heads will split time between 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
and Springfi eld, Massachu-
setts.

“As an organization, we 
are absolutely thrilled about 
having a team in Salem,” said 
PBLA commissioner Steve 
Donner. “Both the city and 
the community itself have a 
long history with the sport of 
lacrosse, and we know that the 
PBLA will help add to that 
illustrious tradition by bring-
ing America’s fastest growing, 
and most exciting professional 
sport to the city of Salem”

Box Lacrosse is a mix be-
tween regular lacrosse and 
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Kudos to Craig County!

*According to the 2021 YRBS data.

ROCKET HOOP BOYS IN “STINGER SHOOTOUT” THIS WEEK, GIRLS RETURN TO HARDWOOD WITH HOME GAME TUESDAY
Th e Craig County boys’ basket-

ball team will be competing in the 
“Stinger Shootout” at Brookville 
High School this week. Th e two 
day tournament will be held on 
Wednesday and Th ursday, De-
cember 28 and 29, in Lynchburg.

Craig will open play tonight, 
Wednesday, against the host 
Brookville Bees at 7 pm. Th e fi rst 

game of the night will tip off  at 
5:30 pm when Appomattox takes 
on Staunton River. Th e fi rst night 
losers will play for third place 
on Th ursday at 5:30 pm, and 
Wednesday’s winners will meet 
for the Stinger Championship at 
7 pm Th ursday.

“I’m excited to take part in a 
Christmas Tournament this year,” 

said Craig County coach Ryan 
Frazier. “It will be the fi rst Christ-
mas Tournament we have been in 
since I started coaching here. I’m 
looking forward to the boys get-
ting to experience the atmosphere 
and team building going to a 
Christmas Tourney.”

Cameron Shepherd, who 
had previously coached at Craig 

County, is the Brookville head 
coach so that adds an extra ele-
ment of excitement to the Rock-
ets’ opening night matchup.

“Cameron is a friend of mine 
so it will be nice to see him and 
compete against him,” said Fra-
zier. “We’re looking forward to 
the opportunity.”

Th e Craig boys will open the 

new year next week with back-
to-back games at Eastern Mont-
gomery on Tuesday and home 
with Bath County on Wednesday, 
January 4.

Th e girls will return from a 
break of close to three weeks when 
they host Eastern Montgomery 
next Tuesday, January 3rd, at 7 
pm. 

The Craig County girls return the court next Tuesday at 
home under coach Brock Jones.

Cameron Shepherd is a former head coach at Craig 
County who is now leading the Brookville program.

Ryan Frazier has the Craig boys in a Christmas 
Tournament in Brookville this week.

PROFESSIONAL BOX LACROSSE ASSOCIATION BRINGS THE SALEM MAYHEM TO THE SALEM CIVIC CENTER        
ice hockey. Th e dimensions 
of the playing surface are the 
same as hockey but the game 
is played on artifi cial turf. 
Th ere are boards surrounding 
the playing surface, like hock-
ey, and each team will fi eld six 
players at a time, a goalie with 
two defensemen and three 
forwards.

“Every seat is going to be 
a good seat for this fast-paced 
action!” said Wendy Delano, 
Salem’s Director of Civic Fa-
cilities. “Th e Indoor lacrosse 
set-up will be a perfect fi t in 
our facility and it will be ex-
citing to see the Salem Civic 
Center look somewhat like it 
did in the old pro hockey days 
with the dasher boards, pro-
tective panels, and fast-paced 
action.”

Th e Salem Mayhem ros-
ter features elite athletes un-
der the guidance of Coach 
Lindsay Sanderson. He is 
the former general manager 

and head coach of the Phila-
delphia Wings, and he is a 
member of both the Ontario 
and Canadian Lacrosse Halls 
of Fame.

A player draft was held 
to stock the team and Kyle 
Leeming, a goalie from Vir-
ginia Wesleyan, was the May-
hem’s fi rst round pick. Th ere 
was also a tryout camp in 
Raleigh to fi ll out a roster of 
about 20 players and three 
men with local ties were se-
lected from about 60 who 
tried out. Dishaw and Fisher 
both played for Roanoke Col-
lege while Davis played for 
Virginia Wesleyan. All three 
were teammates at Salem 
High for three years.

“I was on line one day and 
saw this advertisement about 
a new league,” said Davis. 
“Th en I saw there was going 
to be a team in Salem so I 
decided to try out. I got a call 
from coach Sanderson and he 

asked me if I knew of anyone 
else in the area and I told him 
I knew some guys for sure.”

Fisher had just moved back 
to the area after spending four 
years in Montana. Chad has 
been an ice hockey player 
since he was a kid and he feels 
that will be a big benefi t with 
the Mayhem.

“I’ve played ice hockey 
all my life and the size of the 
playing surface and the boards 
are the same,” he said. “Box 
lacrosse originated in Canada, 
and it’s a lot like hockey.”

Th e game is more physical 
than lacrosse played outside, 
and Dishaw found that out in 
a hurry at the tryouts.

“Cross checking is legal,” 
he said. “I wasn’t expecting 
that and I got hit pretty good, 
but you also have more pad-
ding in box lacrosse. You have 
pads to protect your kidneys 
and ribs and I never wore pads 
like that in high school or col-

lege.”
Th e Mayhem will play sev-

en home games through April 
1 as well as seven road games. 
Th e local players will receive 
$500 per game along with 
travel and equipment expens-
es. Dishaw, Fisher and Davis 
will wear the same numbers 
they had in college. Dishaw 
will be number fi ve, Davis is 
19 and Fisher will be 20.

“Th ey asked us what num-
ber we wanted and we all 
picked our same numbers,” 
said Fisher. “I never played 
box lacrosse before but I think 
it’s going to be a lot of fun.”

Tickets for Salem Mayhem 
games are now on sale. Single 
Game Tickets are $15, $20, 
and $25. Season Tickets are 
$99 and $149. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Salem Civic 
Center Box Offi  ce Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. and online at www.
ticketmaster.com.


