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CCHS Booster Club asks for help

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Craig County High School Booster Club needs volunteers to help at its concession stand at the gymnasium. 
Those interested in volunteering can do so for a whole game, half or even just for a quarter. Games are 
Tuesday Jan. 17 – 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., Friday Feb. – 3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. and Saturday Feb. 4 – 3:30 p.m. 
Assistance from the community helps the club raise funds needed for the team. Those who want to help out 
but can’t volunteer can also donate items to be sold. Contact Dina Hutchison at (540) 525-1825 or Angie 
Spence at (540) 206-6968, or reach out on social media for more info. 

Th ough Craig County 
does not have all the ame-
nities for teens like the 
surrounding counties, one 
group is reaching out to 
off er fun, socialization and 
some good eating to local 
teens. 

Last year, Cornerstone 
Church in New Castle 
started a Sunday evening 
get-together at the Craig 
County School’s cafeteria. 
It is still going strong. 

In fact, several teens 
deem it their Sunday eve-
ning “place to be.”

Th e group’s mission is:
“Cornerstone Church 

desires to see our com-
munity youth have a place 
to belong, believe, and 
become. A place to BE-
LONG, calling them to 
something greater than 
themselves. A place to BE-
LIEVE and discover the 
truth and grace of Jesus 
Christ. A place that en-
courages them to discover 
their purpose and BE-
COME all they were cre-
ated to be.”

“We intend to foster an 
atmosphere where teens 
want to be, friends gather 
to have fun, and create a 
safe place to ask questions 
to grow in the truth and 
knowledge of who God is 
and who He says we are. 
We have seen much success 
gathering at the school on 
Sundays last semester,” Pas-
tor David Brown shared. “A 
special shout out to Brenda 
Bostic and her hospitality 
team! Th ey prepared in-
credible meals every week! 
We have a committed team 
of volunteer leaders invest-
ing in this ministry each 
week.”

However, due to the 
recreation leagues using 
the facility on Sundays 
for January and February, 
they are shifting to some-

thing diff erent. 
“Th e new schedule in-

cludes opportunities for 
teens to make friends, serve 
the community, learn new 
life skills, and grow spiritu-
ally,” Brown added. “One 
Sunday each month, our 
focus will be on equipping 
teens with life skills. Many 
professionals are willing to 
give of their time on a Sun-
day evening to hang out 
with our teens and teach a 
life skill.”

Some of these include 
fi nance budgeting, basic 
car mechanics and main-
tenance, electrical wiring, 
HVAC basics, cooking 
from scratch, agricultural 
tips and opportunities to 
learn a musical instrument.

Th erefore, due to not 
being able to continue to 
use the school cafeteria, 
these upcoming activi-
ties will be at Cornerstone 
Church, located on Route 
311, diagonally across the 
road from the Craig Fair-
grounds (next to where 
they are working on the 
bridge construction).

“Encourage your youth 
to join us!” Brown shared. 
“Times and details will be 
shared on social media.”

Th e upcoming schedule 
will be: 

Jan. 22 - Food, Games, 
& Life Skills

Jan. 29 - Community 
Serve Day

Feb. 5 - Superbowl Party 
Feb. 12 - Food, Games, 

& Life Skills
Feb. 19 - Food, Games, 

Youth Worship, & Small 
Groups

Feb. 26 - Community 
Serve Day

Follow them on Face-
book at Cornerstone-
ChurchNewCastle or 
Instagram at cornerstone-
church_newcastle for more 
information or contact Da-
vid Brown at (540) 765-
0262 or davidbrownof-
fi ce@gmail.com.

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Weekend activities 
open to teens in Craig

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Last year, Cornerstone Church - New Castle started an 
evening of fun and fellowship for teens in Craig County. 
They are continuing in 2023, with a slight change of 
schedule until they can get the school back, meeting at 
the church for January and February. 

ABOVE: Members of the Rockets 
football team recently read books to 
the McCleary Elementary students. 
They shared that it was a lot of fun, 
and they enjoyed their time with 
the younger kids. Coach Dowdy 
added, “I believe that our job is to 
not just win games but help turn 
the community’s boys into young 
men.” Pictured are: Nicholas All, 
Isaiah Nichols, Samuel Saunders, 
Isaiah Garey, Carter Calfee, C.J. 
Armes, Trevyn Francisco, Zachary 
Peters, Tyler Fitzpatrick, Coach 
Jayke Dowdy and Alex Drake. Bryce 
Drake was not pictured. 

Craig County residents help each other

LEFT: Seven dozen eggs were set 
out by the road on Route 311 last 
week, for those who were in need 
to take for free. The only request 
from the giving family was that 
each only take one dozen so that 
many could be fed that needed 
them. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Help for today’s teens in ob-
taining a job and in keeping it is 
now being off ered by the Greater 
Roanoke Workforce Develop-
ment Board.

Th ough Craig County High 

School teaches some of these 
topics in classes, for those who 
would like additional informa-
tion or do not have the class, 
these may be of great assistance. 

Ashley Pannell, the career 
pathways coordinator with 
the Greater Roanoke Workforce 
Development Board, shared that 

she is reaching out to ask for 
the community’s help to spread 
the word about their free work-
shops. 

Th ey are called “Work It” 
workshops.

“We are hosting a series of 
workshops for youth jobseekers 
16 years old and older to pre-

pare them for the workforce,” 
Pannell said. “We will teach the 
youth how to build resumes, ad-
vocate for themselves profession-
ally, money management and so 
much more.”

For many who have obtained 
jobs, they know that a good 
written resume, punctuality in 

appointments and good com-
munication skills can accelerate 
a person to a better paying job 
much quicker. 

Th ese workshops will be held 
at 5 p.m. each Tuesday at Virgin-
ia Career Works, 3601 Th irland 

Workshops open to job-seeking teens at Virginia Career Works
Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

See WORKSHOPS, page 2

Additional Photo on Page 2



As cold weather has 
us spending more time 
indoors, public health 
leaders have designated 
January as Radon Action 
Month. You can’t see, smell 
or taste radon, but it could 
be present at a dangerous 
level in your home. Radon 
is the leading cause of lung 
cancer deaths among non-
smokers, claiming the lives 
of about 21,000 Ameri-
cans each year. Residents 
can protect their health by 
testing the indoor air in 
their homes.

Radon is a naturally 
occurring radioactive gas 
that comes from rocks 
and dirt in the ground 
and escapes into the air 
everywhere. Radon expo-
sure doesn’t cause any im-
mediate symptoms, so it is 
very easy for people to be 
unaware that they are be-
ing exposed. Current and 
former smokers are much 
more vulnerable to radon 
exposure than people 
who have never smoked. 
Because radon is a col-
orless, odorless gas that 
cannot be detected with 
your senses, testing is the 
only way to know if you 
have high radon levels in 
your home.

Nearly half of all 
homes in Southwestern 
Virginia are vulnerable 
to high levels of radon, 
but the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (VDH) 
has found high levels of 
radon in homes in every 
Virginia county. Homes 
in the same neighbor-
hood can have diff ering 
levels of radon indoors, so 
the U.S. Surgeon General 
encourages every house-
hold to have their home 
tested regardless of geo-
graphic location or type of 
foundation of your home.

Your chances of getting 
lung cancer from radon 
depend mostly on:

How much radon is in 
your home

Th e amount of time 
you spend in your home

Whether you are a 

smoker or have ever 
smoked

Exposure to radon is a 
preventable health risk. 
Testing radon levels in 
your home can help pre-
vent unnecessary expo-
sure. If a high radon level 
is detected in your home, 
radon problems are almost 
always fi xable with correc-
tive steps to protect your 
household.

Th ings You Can Do 
During National Radon 
Action Month:

Testing is easy and inex-
pensive. Learn more about 
testing your home, includ-
ing how to obtain an easy-
to-use test kit from VDH 
for $3 per kit at vdhradon.
org. Kits are also for sale at 
most home improvement 
stores or online.

Already have a radon 
mitigation unit in your 
house? Units should be 
tested at least every two 
years, or more often if liv-
ing arrangements change, 
such as turning a base-
ment into livable space 
suitable for occupancy.

Spread the word about 
Radon Action Month by 
encouraging others to 
learn about radon and 
how to test their homes.

Plan an activity in 
your community to help 
raise awareness of the im-
portance of testing.

Building a home? 
Learn more about con-
struction techniques that 
help prevent radon from 
entering a home that are 
practical and straightfor-
ward for any builder. 

Because radon is a 
leading environmental 
cause of cancer mortality 
in the United States, it is 
imperative that residents 
are informed about the 
health risks of extended 
radon exposure. Protect 
yourself and your fam-
ily by getting your home 
tested!

-Christie Wills, 
Communications officer

Roanoke City & 
Alleghany Health Districts 
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Be sure to ‘Like’ the 
New Castle Record 

on Facebook.

Road, Suite 2, in Roanoke. 
Th e topics will be on 

Tuesdays, starting in Jan-
uary and running until 
May: 

· Resume Building - 
Jan. 10

· Successful Applica-
tion Completion - Jan 24

· Dress Code: How 
to Properly Present Self 
Th rough Wardrobe - Feb. 
7

· Property and Policies: 

Reinforcing your Compa-
ny’s Guidelines - Feb. 21

· Pushing P in Punctu-
ality - Mar. 7

· Professional Expres-
sion: How to Adequately 
Communicate in the 
Workplace - Mar. 21

· Tool Belt of Skills: 
Learning How to Identify 
Skills - April 4

· Ace that Interview! - 
April 18

· Building Relation-

ships: Networking vs. 
Inappropriate Workplace 
Relationships - May 2

· I’m Paid! Now What? 
Financial literacy - May 
16

Th ose with ques-
tions about attending 
or the workshops may 
reach Pannell at (540) 
520-5218 or ashley@
greaterroanokeworks .
com | www.greaterroa-
nokeworks.com.

WORKSHOPS from page 1

Radon awareness

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Correction: The Jan. 4 issue of The New Castle Record incorrectly stated Darrell Frango was recognized for 
20 years of service to Craig County Public Schools. It should have said 28 years of service instead. -The New 
Castle Record 

Frango recognized for 28 years of service 

Museum talk to discuss the restoration of the Warm Springs Pools

After years of sustained 
advocacy eff orts at the 
grassroots and state level, 
the historic Warm Springs 
Pools, also known as the 
Jeff erson Pools, reopened 
for public bathing in De-
cember.

On Jan. 19 at 7 p.m., 
Julie Langan, the direc-
tor of the Virginia De-
partment of Historic Re-
sources, will present a talk 
about the strategies and 
tools employed by various 
stakeholders who fought 
to save these iconic struc-

tures. She will describe 
how the bathhouses, a key 
component of the Bath 
County economy, transi-
tioned from a preservation 
emergency to a preserva-
tion success.

Th e talk is part of the 
Salem Museum Speaker 
Series and will be pre-
sented on Zoom only. 
Th e link will be posted on 
the museum’s website, sa-
lemmuseum.org, on the 
morning of the event. Th e 
talk will also be recorded 
and available via the mu-
seum’s website after the 
talk.

“Before our hometown 
hero Andrew Lewis was 

a general, he was a sur-
veyor and the fi rst to sur-
vey Bath County’s warm 
springs. He was also an 
early investor in the fi rst 
hotel on the site. Today, 
the Warm Springs Pools 
at the Omni Homestead 
Hotel are a favorite get-
away location for many 
in the Roanoke Valley, 
but preserving the iconic 
bathhouses that draw visi-
tors to “take the waters” is 
a real challenge,” Frances 
Ferguson, executive direc-
tor of the museum and his-
torical society, said.

Th e fi rst recorded survey 
of the area was done by An-
drew Lewis and his father 

who obtained 140 acres 
of land that included the 
warm springs. Lewis was an 
early partner in the venture 
to build the fi rst hotel on 
the site in 1766. Th e origi-
nal octagonal stone basin 
that held water for bathing 
was built in 1761, establish-
ing it as the fi rst spa struc-
ture in America.

Over time, the hotel built 
a reputation as a luxurious, 
secluded retreat. Many 
prominent Americans vis-

ited in order to experience 
both a physical and spiri-
tual rejuvenation. Th e most 
signifi cant of these guests 
included Th omas Jeff erson, 
who stayed at the hotel in 
1818.

Guests are once again 
able to “take the waters” 
at the historic Warm 
Springs Pools, now part 
of Th e Omni Homestead 
Resort. Th e bathhouses 
reopened in December, 
following the completion 

of a 14-month, $4 million 
rehabilitation.

Langan is also the state 
historic preservation of-
fi cer for the Common-
wealth of Virginia. First 
appointed as acting di-
rector by Gov. Bob Mc-
Donnell, she has been 
reappointed by governors 
McAuliff e, Northam and 
Youngkin. In this posi-
tion, Langan manages one 
of the largest state preser-
vation offi  ces in the coun-
try and oversees a dozen 
state and federal preserva-
tion programs.

Langan has twice been 
on the staff  of the depart-
ment for a combined to-
tal 25 years. Immediately 
prior to her appointment, 
Langan served as the de-
partment’s deputy director 
for preservation programs. 

Langan has a gradu-
ate degree in architectural 
history from the Univer-
sity of Virginia and an 
undergraduate degree in 
art history from Wheaton 
College in Massachusetts.

COURTESY OF SALEM MUSEUM
The talk will focus on how the bathhouses, a key 
component of the Bath County economy, transitioned 
from a preservation emergency to a preservation 
success.

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Last year, Cornerstone Church - New Castle started an evening of fun and fellowship for teens in Craig County. 
They are continuing in 2023, with a slight change of schedule until they can get the school back, meeting at 
the church for January and February. 

Cornerstone Church

Aila Boyd
aboyd@mainstreetnewspa-
pers.com
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Correct code
  6. Foundation
  9. A pulpy condition
 13. Venezuelan river
 14. Orange-red  chal-
cedony
 15. The shallowest Great
 16. Floating ice mountain
 17. Japanese cervids
 18. Special Interest Groups
 19. Divertimentos
 21. Indian wet nurses
 22. Flatfishes
 23. Haitian currency (abbr.)
 24. Southeast
 25. One point N of due W
 28. 10 decibels
 29. Wild oxes of SE Asia
 31. Ancient Greek City of 
SW Italy
 33. A passing glancing 
blow 
 36. Marriage announce-

ment
 38. Tandoor bread
 39. Mag_____: Time
 41. Portended
 44. Alicante’s 7th city
 45. Gulf of, in the Aegean
 46. Strike
 48. Hill (Celtic)
 49. Stuart Little’s author 
White
 51. Male sheep
 52. Indian dresses
 54. Pears
 56. Tardy arriver
 60. Smudge of ink
 61. Youngsters
 62. About aviation
 63. Small ornamental 
ladies’ bag
 64. Unreturnable serves
 65. Fante and Twi peoples
 66. Round shape
 67. Of she

 68. Beard lichen genus
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Strikes lightly
  2. Fencing sword
  3. Hooked pericarp
  4. Entreats
  5. Edison’s Corp.
  6. Cooks in an oven
  7. Amounts of time
  8. Tooth caregiver
  9. Spellbind
 10. Solo opera piece
 11. Audible exhales
 12. Siddhartha author
 14. Coach’s game area
 17. Gross revenue
 20. Toff
 21. 1896 Italian defeat (alt. sp.)
 23. Auto fuel
 25. A woven structure
 26. Reveal a secret
 27. Hawaiian geese

 29. Brings into being
 30. Displaced liquid
 32. Frigid Zone
 34. Newsman Rather
 35. Prefix for inside
 37. Short-billed rails
 40. Sensory receptor
 42. Egyptian temple ___-
Ombo
 43. Challenges
 47. Photograph (slang)
 49. Declined gradually
 50. Tilapia nilotica
 52. One-edge sword
 53. Wets
 55. Small coins (French)
 56. Twine together
 57. The middle point
 58. Sea eagle
 59. Activist Parks
 61. Humbug
 65. Atomic #79
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Craig Valley Chapter 
of the National Society 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution held its 
annual Christmas lun-
cheon and awards cer-
emony Dec. 10 at the Old 
Brick Hotel in New Cas-
tle.  Bountiful food and 
seasonal decorations by 
New Castle Garden Club 
made for a festive event.

Th e highlight of the 
event was the recognition 
of two deserving Craig 
County High School se-
niors. Th e DAR Good Cit-
izen award was presented 
to Hannah Ratliff , an ath-
lete in multiple sports, past 
district champion in cross 
country and demonstrated 
leader and volunteer. Ratliff  
plans to attend Virginia 
Western Community Col-
lege through the CCAP 
program and then transfer 
to Radford University to 
pursue degrees in nursing 
and child psychology. She 
was accompanied by her 
parents, Brandon and Chris 
Ratliff , her sister Tiff any, 
and grandparents, Jerry and 
Rhonda Lipes and Eugene 
and Terry Ratliff .

Th is award is given an-
nually by chapters across 
the country to high school 
seniors who exhibit traits 
of dependability, service, 
leadership and patrio-
tism. Th e selection was 
made by school faculty 
led by Meagan Dowdy, a 
guidance counselor. Sta-
cey Crowder, who taught 
Ratliff  in both middle and 
high school, represented 
the faculty and Dowdy at 
the luncheon.

For the fi rst time, Craig 
Valley Chapter presented 

the DAR Youth Citizen-
ship Medal, which recog-
nizes high school students 
who display characteristics 
of honor, service, courage, 
leadership and patriotism. 
Th e recipient was Skyler 
Rodrigues, who has had 
an exemplary high school 
career while volunteer-
ing in multiple organiza-
tions. He plans to attend 

Virginia Western Com-
munity College in the fall. 
Rodrigues’s grandmother 
is Mary Page Cosby, also 
in attendance. She is a 
charter member of Craig 
Valley Chapter and past 
chair of the Good Citizen 
Committee. 

Th e luncheon conclud-
ed with a celebration of 
the chapter’s 15 anniversa-

ry. While slices of birthday 
cake were enjoyed, guests 
and members read from 
25 birthday cards each 
listing the service projects 
of a particular year. With 
current membership at 
31, the chapter continues 
to grow with Craig Valley 
Daughters who wish to 
honor and preserve their 
family history.

DAR is a women’s ser-
vice organization dedicat-
ed to promoting historic 
preservation, education, 
and patriotism.  Mem-
bership is open to any 
woman, 18 years of age or 
older, who can document 
her lineage to an ancestor 
who aided the cause of 
American independence 
in the 1770’s. Resourc-

es are available to help 
prospective members 
through the application 
process.   

For more information, 
visit www.dar.org or con-
tact Craig Valley offi  cers 
Tina Crawford at 540-
864-6216 or Margaret 
Hines at 540-864-8447.

-Submitted by Craig 
Valley, NSDAR

COURTESY PHOTO
Pictured from left to right are Diane Givens, Youth Citizenship Medal presenter, Skyler Rodrigues, recipient of the DAR Youth Citizenship 
Medal, Tina Crawford, chapter regent, Hannah Ratliff, the 2022 DAR Good Citizen recipient, and Jackie Taylor, chair of the Good Citizen 
Committee.

DAR recognizes deserving students

Th e Rev. Father Ste-
phen J. McNally, 69, of 
Fincastle and pastor of 
Church of the Transfi gu-
ration (Fincastle) and 
St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church (New 
Castle) passed away unex-
pectedly Wednesday, Jan. 
4, according to a tribute 
released last week by the 
Church of the Transfi gu-
ration.

Father McNally was 
born April 10, 1953 in 
Bronx, New York and was 
the son of the late Joseph 
L. and Ida Callegari Mc-
Nally. He enjoyed a good 
bargain, good food and 
especially good company.

After being ordained a 
deacon on May 19, 1984, 
Father McNally was as-
signed to the Campus 
Ministry at the Catholic 
University of American 
in Washington, D.C. He 

then served as deacon at 
Our Lady of Nazareth 
Catholic Church in Roa-
noke from 1985 to 1986. 
Following ordination to 
the Priesthood May 17, 
1986, he served as associ-
ate pastor of Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church in Vir-
ginia Beach and St. Bede 
Catholic Church in Wil-
liamsburg.

His fi rst assignment as 
pastor was from 1991-
1995 at St. Paschal Cath-
olic Church in South 
Boston and St. Elizabeth 
of Hungary Catholic 
Church in Brookneal. 
From 1995-2001, Father 
McNally was stationed at 
Th e United States Embas-
sy in Bonn, Germany as 
the chaplain to Th e Unit-
ed States Mission while 
serving the St. Th omas 
More Catholic Commu-
nity.

After fi nishing his 
overseas tour in 2001, Fa-
ther McNally was named 
pastor of Holy Name of 

Mary Catholic Church 
in Bedford where he 
stayed until June 2009 
when became pastor of 
the Church of the Trans-
fi guration in Fincastle 
and St. John the Evange-
list Catholic Church in 
New Castle. In February 
2011, he was given pas-
toral oversight of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in 
Clifton Forge and Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
in Covington.

Father McNally served 
as national chaplain of 
Th e Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks; 
chaplain of the Father 
Lynch Division of the 
Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians, chaplain of Fin-
castle Fire Department 
and chaplain of Roanoke 
Police Department, and 
formerly as one of the 
public safety chaplains of 

Bedford County.
In addition to his par-

ents, Father McNally was 
preceded in death by his 
brother, Terry McNally, 
on December 4, 2022. He 
is survived by his sister, 
Jean (Sal) Macedonio of 
Stony Brook, New York; 
brothers: Tim (Donna) 
McNally of Patchogue, 
New York, and Mat-
thew (Lynn) McNally of 
Massapequa, New York; 
nephews and nieces: 
Joe (Michelle) McNally, 
Christina McNally, Cara 
Macedonio, Anna Mace-
donio, Daniela McNally,

Timothy McNally, 
Kate McNally, and Emily 
McNally; and his sister-
in-law, Mey McNally 
of Queens Village, New 
York.

Mass of Christian 
Burial was held Tuesday, 
Jan. 17 at Our Lady of 

Nazareth Roman Catho-
lic Church, 2505 Elec-
tric Road, Roanoke with 
Th e Most Rev, Barry C. 
Knestout offi  ciating with 
brother priests of the Di-
ocese of Richmond con-
celebrating. Burial will be 
in Godwin Cemetery in 
Fincastle. 

In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions 
may be made to Church 
of the Transfi guration 
Capital Building Fund, 
7624 Roanoke Road, 
Fincastle, 24090, or to 
St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church, 99 Sec-
ond Street, New Castle, 
24127.

Online condolences 
may be made to Father 
McNally’s family at www.
rader-funeralhome.com/
tributes/Stephen-McNal-
ly.

-The New Castle Record

Pastor of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church passed earlier this month

COURTESY PHOTO
The Rev. Fr. Stephen 
McNally served as 
pastor of the Church of 
the Transfiguration in 
Fincastle since 2009 and 
was also the chaplain 
of the Fincastle Fire 
Department and Roanoke 
Police Department.
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Th is winter, heating 
bills across the country 
are expected to increase 
by 17% – the highest cost 
in more than a decade. 
According to the Energy 
Information Administra-
tion, those who use natu-
ral gas to heat their home 
this winter will see a cost 
increase of 28%.

As readers know, unfor-

tunately, southwest Vir-
ginia has also experienced 
these rising energy costs. 
In November of last year, 
folks in my district saw 
their utility bills increase, 
due to a petition fi led by 
American Electric Power 
(AEP), which operates 
Appalachian Power Com-
pany (APCo).

 In September, AEP/
APCo petitioned the Vir-
ginia State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) to in-
crease its fuel factor – the 
money necessary to recoup 
their costs for fuel, etc. 
Th e company said they 
would need to raise rates 
to recover approximately 

$279 million in revenue 
over a two-year period. 
According to AEP/APCo, 
the proposed rate change 
would result in a Virginia 
residential customer, who 
uses 1,000 kWh/month, 
to experience an average 
of $20.17 increase to their 
bill. Th at’s a whopping 
15.8%.

 Th e SCC granted 
AEP/APCo a temporary 
rate increase on Novem-
ber 1, 2022, stating they 
would review the increase 
and make a fi nal decision 
in early 2023.

 Common-sense tells 
us that for the winter 
months, when bills tend 
to be higher due to more 
energy usage, southwest 
Virginia residents will see 
increases way above $20. 
And that’s exactly what 
happened. In December, 
the SCC heard from AEP/
APCo customers, who 
voiced concerns about 
their higher electricity 
bills through public com-
ment. One customer stat-
ed, “We cannot aff ord to 
heat our home this winter 
because our bill is over 
$250, and we keep our 
heat at 58 degrees in the 
winter.”

Another customer’s 
public comment indicated 
they were going to have to 
turn to batteries and lan-
terns in order to cut their 
energy bill because it was 
so unaff ordable.

For many families on 
tight budgets, including 
those who live in my dis-
trict, these higher prices 
inevitably mean having 
to choose between what 
bills they can aff ord to 
pay. Some families won’t 
be able to pay them all 
and will have to choose 
between feeding their 
children, buying needed 
medicine, or keeping their 
house warm at night.

 In a letter sent by the 
National Energy Assis-
tance Directors’ Associa-
tion to Senate and House 
leadership in September, 
the association stated, 
“About 29% of Americans 
who were surveyed had to 
reduce or forego expenses 
for basic household neces-
sities to pay an energy bill 
in the last year, according 
to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s Pulse Survey.”

Th is is unacceptable.
Why have we seen 

heating bills increase an 
exorbitant amount this 

winter? Th e reason is clear: 
bad energy and economic 
policies have caused en-
ergy prices to rise.

Two years into the 
Biden Administration 
and the eff ects of their 
energy policies are on full 
display. On his very fi rst 
day in offi  ce, President 
Biden signed an execu-
tive order revoking the 
presidential permit for 
the Keystone XL pipe-
line, which would have 
transported fuel from 
Canada into the United 
States. Not long after, he 
signed an executive order 
suspending all new oil 
and gas leases on federal 
lands and waters. Both 
actions were designed to 
be anti-fossil fuel, ham-
pering domestic oil and 
gas production from the 
start.

And it’s not just Biden. 
During the last two years, 
we saw a $10 trillion in-
crease in spending thanks 
to legislation passed by 
the Democratic-con-
trolled House and Senate. 
Th is astronomical increase 
in spending led to the 
highest infl ation the U.S. 
has seen in 40 years, peak-
ing at 9.1% in June 2022. 

American families faced 
increasing costs across 
the board, everything 
from food to fertilizer to 
fuel. In December, year-
over-year, fuel oil was up 
41.5%, while electricity 
was up 14.3%.

Here in Washington, 
Republicans are focused 
on bringing down costs 
for Americans. During our 
second week back, I par-
ticipated in a Republican 
House Energy and Com-
merce Committee round-
table, where we discussed 
these high energy prices, 
the burden it is putting on 
families and small business 
owners across the country, 
and what we can do here in 
Washington to help.

It’s time to bring down 
the cost of energy for 
Americans by enacting 
common-sense energy 
policies that encourage 
domestic energy devel-
opment and incentivize 
increased production. In 
Congress, it’s up to us – 
the new Republican ma-
jority in the House – to 
rein in spending and put 
forth responsible eco-
nomic policies that work 
toward tapering infla-
tion.

Did you have a spot 
where you spent countless 
hours reading when you 
were a child? I found sol-
ace in my bathroom closet 
atop all the extra linens 
and towels. It was and still 
is an awesome space. Th e 
area I loved was directly 
under our attic stairs, leav-

ing the ceiling sloped and 
one corner of the closet at 
a much lower height than 
the rest of the closet. I 
loved (and I’m sure I still 
would to this day) to pile 
up in that corner atop all 
the extra linens and read 
a book. More times than 
I could count, my mama 
would fi nd me in the said 
closet taking a book nap. 

You may be familiar 
with some of the age-old 
methods utilized since 
the dawn of the writ-
ten word to encourage 
readers. Th ese methods 

such as being a good role 
model, introducing them 
to libraries, reading with 
and to your child, etc., are 
tried and true. However, a 
method I believe is often 
overlooked, is creating a 
space conducive to read-
ing. 

Recently, I cleaned out 
a large cabinet that I had 
repurposed into a book-
shelf. Th e large bottom 
cabinet was left empty. 
My youngest son took 
some toys and hopped 
right in that bottom cabi-
net. He played quietly for 
well over an hour. Racing 
his hot wheels, reading 
books, and playing with 
legos. Extremely basic, 
an empty cabinet with 

leftover Christmas lights, 
a blanket, and a pillow 
to sit on, but to my fi ve 
and seven-year-old it was 
a bat cave, a spaceship, 
and a fort. 

Th at very same night 
I gently broke the news 
to my husband, I had of-
fi cially farmed out more 
space for our children. 
Th at’s right, my mama 
heart could not fi ll that 
cabinet back up with 
books when my sweet 
babies had found a 
space they love. And to 
be quite honest, I love 
their space too. I love 
the giggles, and how 
their eyes lit up when 
they saw their newly 
completed space, and 

how they can create a 
fantastical world inside 
of a cabinet in our living 
room. 

My whole point is to 
step outside of the lines 
and get creative when 
encouraging your child 
to read. Instead, take a 
moment and get creative! 
Make a blanket fort, put 
up a small tent, keep that 
refrigerator box and grab 
some crayons, let them lay 
in your extra large suit-
case with a blanket and 
their teddy bear. Wher-
ever and whatever it is, 
encourage them to fi nd 
their space and help cre-
ate it. In the words of per-
haps the most well-known 
children’s book author, 

Dr. Seuss, “You can fi nd 
magic wherever you look. 
Sit back and relax, all you 
need is a book!” 

***
Like and follow our 

Facebook page to stay 
up to date on all of the 

library news and events. 
Look for our new monthly 

early literacy calendars 
and check out one of 

our book kits! Book kits 
contain children’s books 
with a common theme 

and fun activities related 
to the books.  Join us at 

the Andrew Lewis Middle 
School craft and vendor 
show on Feb. 18 from 9 

a.m.-3 p.m. where we will 
have free books and dip 
sales. Admission is free.
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OPINION

Morgan 
Griffi th
Representative

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

By Michaela Crawford

Encourage reading: 
Create a reading nook

News from the 9th

Jan. 18
A CPMT meeting at 

CPMT – Department of 
Social Services will be at 
1 p.m.

Feb. 15 
A CPMT meeting at 

CPMT – Department of 
Social Services will be at 
1 p.m.

Feb. 20
Th e New Castle Town 

Council will meet from 
7-8 p.m. at the New 
Castle Town Hall at 339 
Market Street in New 
Castle.

Feb. 21
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th 

will hold a citizen com-
ment period from 

9-10:30 a.m. in the 
courthouse breakroom. 

March 15
A CPMT meeting at 

CPMT – Department of 
Social Services will be at 
1 p.m.

March 20
Th e New Castle Town 

Council will meet from 
7-8 p.m. at the New 

Castle Town Hall at 339 
Market Street in New 
Castle.

Feb. 21
Rep. Morgan Griffi  th 

will hold a citizen com-
ment period from 
9-10:30 a.m. in the 
courthouse breakroom. 

-The New Castle 
Record 

Upcoming public meetings in Craig County



INTERSTATE 81
           
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 
TO EXIT 141 – A $179 
million design-build 
project to widen both di-
rections of I-81 between 
mile markers 136.6 and 
141.8 from two to three 
lanes is set to begin. 
Starting in February and 
continuing into the early 
summer, work will be 
performed on the inside 
and outside shoulders 
along a fi ve-mile section 
of both northbound and 
southbound Interstate 81 
in Roanoke County and 
the city of Salem. Th e 
shoulders will be built up 
before barrier wall can be 
installed for road crews 
to work behind. Bar-
rier wall will be installed 
along the shoulders in 
the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traf-
fi c in each direction will 
remain open during the 
project with periodic lane 
closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or out-
side of peak travel times 
as needed.  Drivers can 
expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming 
impacts on northbound 
and southbound I-81:

 
UPCOMING LANE 

CLOSURES: 24-hour 
lane closures northbound 
are being scheduled for 
upcoming bridge repairs. 

WORK ZONE 
SPEED: With narrow 
spacing in lanes due to 
barrier walls, lack of 
shoulders and lane shifts 
in various locations, driv-
ers should adhere to post-
ed 60 mph speed limits 
in the work zone and al-
low space when following 
a vehicle.

RAMP CLO-
SURES: Ramp closures 
are possible during night-
time hours, 12 a.m., to 
5 a.m. Drivers should 
watch for message boards 
dates and times the ramp 
will be closed.

LANE CLO-
SURES: Alternating 
left and right lane and 
shoulder closures during 
nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sun-
day through Th ursday, 
are possible. Lane widths 
will be reduced to 11 feet.

Northbound lane 
closures from I-81 mile 
marker 136 to 141.

Southbound Lane 
closures from I-81 mile 
marker 141 to 136.

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 
right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

Northbound I-81 lane 
closures from mile mark-
er 138 to 142

Northbound I-81 exit 
and entrance ramp nar-
rows possible at Route 
311.

Th e project also in-
cludes replacing six 
bridges, widening two 
bridges, installing ap-
proximately 2.6 miles of 
sound barrier walls along 
northbound I-81, im-
proving the southbound 
exit 137 off -ramp in-
tersection at Wildwood 
Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 
137, 140 and 141 are 
also included in the proj-
ect. Expected completion 
in early 2026. 

 I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Traffi  c on 
northbound I-81 has 
been switched onto the 
newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at 
the Montgomery/Pulas-
ki County line. Th e old 
bridge is being demol-
ished. Lane and shoul-
der closures may be in 
place near exit 105. Lane 
closure may be in eff ect 
during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder 
closures may be in eff ect 
at any time during the 
week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 
98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though 
the duration of the proj-
ect. Project completion 
is estimated by summer 
2023.

 
SLOW ROLLS: A 

slow roll operation may 
be in place daily, Monday 
through Friday, between 
mile marker 101 and 105 
northbound and between 
mile marker 109 and 105 
southbound, between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. Slow rolls scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 10 
and Wednesday, January 

11.
 ROUTE 605: Inter-

mittent fl agging opera-
tions will be present on 
Route 605, located under 
the New River Bridge, 
for work overhead on the 
bridge.

LANE CLO-
SURES: Nighttime alter-
nating lane closures will 
be in place on I-81 north-
bound between mile 
markers 104-106 from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized pe-
riodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

 
I-81 BRIDGE DECK 

REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Inter-
state 81. Between mile 
markers 138 to 152, right 
and left lane closures will 
be in place northbound 
and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –
Bridge work is underway 
on Route 11 (Williamson 
Road). Intermittent and 
alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue are still 
possible. Intermittent 
daytime and nighttime 
lane closures between the 
intersections above may 
still be required utilizing 
fl agging operations. Any 
impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Expected com-
pletion spring 2023.

 
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

 
I-581/220 LANE & 

RAMP CLOSURES 
FOR PAVING AND 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
OPERATIONS IN 

ROANOKE COUN-
TY– Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling and 
paving along Interstate 
81. Right and left lane 
closures will be in place 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours. Drivers 
should expect possible 
delays.

 ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project 
to improve a portion of 
13th Street SE in Roa-
noke is underway. Lo-
cated in a residential 
neighborhood just east 
of downtown Roanoke, 
this project will improve 
traffi  c fl ow and connec-
tivity along 13th Street 
SE from Tazewell Avenue 
to Norfolk Avenue. Th e 
project entails recon-
structing about 0.2-mile 
of 13th Street as an im-
proved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide 
travel lane and a raised 
median. A new roadway 
will extend 13th Street 
to Norfolk Avenue 
and the intersection at 
13th Street and Wise Av-
enue will be reconfi gured 
to include a roundabout. 
Bike lanes, sidewalks, 
crosswalks and curb and 
gutter will also be added. 
Southbound 13th Street 
traffi  c has a detour in 
place using Norfolk Av-
enue onto 12th Street to 
Tazewell Avenue. Th is 
detour will be in place 
throughout the duration 
of this project. Signs 
will be posted to desig-
nate the detour route. 
Northbound 13th Street 
will remain open to traf-
fi c. Flaggers may be pos-
sible and the speed limit 
through the work zone is 
25 mph. Th e project is 
expected to be complet-
ed in summer 2023.

TRAFFIC PATTERN 
CHANGE: Northbound 
traffi  c will be switched to 
the northbound lane of 
13th Street. Southbound 
traffi  c will still be de-
toured around the work 
zone.

 
R O A N O K E

COUNTY
 
BLUE RIDGE PARK-

WAY CLOSURE – Th e 
Blue Ridge Parkway will 
be repairing slope fail-
ures and a culvert failure 
at mile marker 127.9. A 
15-mile stretch of the 

Parkway, mile marker 
121.4 to 136, will be 
closed to all uses includ-
ing cyclists, pedestrians 
and drivers. Detour signs 
to detour traffi  c around 
the Bent Mountain sec-
tion of the Parkway will 
be in place. Traffi  c will 
be rerouted to Route 220 
south to Route 419 north 
to Route 221 south. Traf-
fi c traveling north on 
the Parkway would be 
reversed. Th e detour is 
expected to be in place 
until 2023.

 
B O T E T O U R T 

COUNTY
 
DALEVILLE INTER-

SECTION PROJECT 
FOR FIELDSTONE 
DEVELOPMENT AC-
CESS – Lane closures 
northbound and south-
bound on Route 220 in 
Daleville will be in place 
for construction of a me-
dian with crossover, a 
right turn lane and a new 
traffi  c signal. Th is work is 
associated with construc-
tion of the Fieldstone 
Development. Lane clo-
sures will be set up on 
various days into early 
next year, 2023.  

 
ROUTE 11 BU-

CHANAN BRIDGE 
PROJECT - A construc-
tion project on the Route 
11 Bridge in the Town of 
Buchanan is underway. 
Water Street is closed for 
the duration of the proj-
ect and drivers should 
expect periodic lane clo-
sures with fl agging op-
erations to be in place 
during daytime hours. 
Message boards are pres-
ent to alert and update 
drivers. Expected com-
pletion in summer 2023.

 
ROUTE 1095 

(HIGHLAND DRIVE) 
PIPE FAILURE CLO-
SURE – As of December 
29, Route 1095 (High-
land Drive) near its in-
tersection with Sanderson 
Road has reopened to traf-
fi c. It has been closed due 
to a pipe failure. Over the 
next few weeks, the road 
will need to be closed pe-
riodically during daytime 

hours, after 8 a.m., to con-
tinue work.  Th e previous 
detour route using Mur-
ray Court to Richardson 
will need to be used dur-
ing these times. Paving 
will take place in spring 
when temperatures allow. 
Completion date expected 
in winter/spring 2023.

 
ROUTE 611 (GREY-

LEDGE ROAD) – A 
1.5-mile section of Route 
611 (Greyledge Road) is 
closed due to fl ooding 
that damaged the road-
way. Extensive repairs will 
be needed and a detour 
will be in place. Th ere is 
no estimated time for the 
road to reopen.

 CRAIG COUNTY

ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK – 
Temporary signals con-
trol traffi  c across the 
bridge and will be in place 
throughout the project. 
Construction will begin 
on the northbound side of 
the bridge and once com-
pleted, work will switch to 
the southbound side. In 
addition, a section of 
Route 646 (Allen Street) 
between Route 650 and 
Route 311 will be closed 
during construction and 
a signed detour will be 
in place. All traffi  c will 
be detoured to Marshall 
Street and Kanawha 
Street to access either 
311 or the homes locat-
ed off  Allen Street. Speed 
limit will be reduced to 
35 mph in the work zone 
with a width restriction 
of 9 feet. Drivers should 
expect delays and allow 
extra travel time through 
the work zone. Weather 
permitting, the bridge is 
expected to be open to 
traffi  c by the late spring 
2023.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: 
Traffi  c is using the 
southbound lane to the 
northbound lane while 
work continues. South-
bound lanes are closed. 
Temporary traffic sig-
nals will continue to 
direct traffic and mes-
sage boards will notify 
drivers.

WWW.OURVALLEY.ORG THE NEW CASTLE RECORD • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 • PAGE 5

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

VDOT ROADWATCH

M A N C H E S T E R , 
N.H. – Southern New 
Hampshire University re-
cently announced that 
two New Castle students 
have been named to its 
President’s List for the 
fall 2022 semester, which 
ran from September to 
December.

Jeremiah Lamb, of New 

Castle, and Kristen Lowe, 
of New Castle, were both 
named to the list.

Full-time undergradu-
ate students who have 
earned a minimum grade-
point average of 3.700 
and above for the report-
ing term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time 
status is achieved by earn-

ing 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in 
fall, winter/spring, and 
summer.

Th e university is a 
private, nonprofi t insti-
tution with more than 
170,000 learners world-
wide. 

-The New Castle Record 

New Castle residents on SNHU President’s List
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Positions Wanted

Employment

Pianist/Organist 
needed

General 
Information

Historical Society 
Owes Cabin Man  

Legals - City of 
Radford

Order of 
Publication  

Case no. CL22-
6839 Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re Estate of 
Charles Preston Hall, 
DECEASED

STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/2023. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2023 I crylic Inc.

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2023

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility 
power outages, so your 
home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADS

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
THE DIGNITY GROUP

Highland Memory Gardens is looking for a 
Full Time cemetery ground maintenance 
person. A Great Place to Work. Chance for 
advancement. Great Benefit package, Health, 
Dental, Vision, uniforms, and 401-K. Retire-
ment program pay commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be able to pass a background 
check and drug test. For confidential inter-
view call Paul at 540-674-5231.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 
longest lasting mate-
rial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Off er 
- $500 Discount + Addi-
tional 10% off  install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149/month! BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materi-
als & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Limited 
Time Off er - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$450+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-
4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258” www.den-
tal50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify. 
Government program 
for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assist-
ance, WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB in-
ternet service. Bonus of-
fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved 
one? Wondering about 
options like senior-living 
communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s 
Family Advisors are here 
to help take the guess-
work out of senior care 
for you and your fam-
ily. Call for your FREE, no-
obligation consultation: 
1-844-494-0682

Legals - City of 
Salem

Order of 
Publication  

Case No. CL22-2363 

Notice 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002185-16-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
1st Security Self 
Storage 5 Midway Plaza 
Dr. Christiansburg, VA.

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002184-18-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
Mason Gray 

 

 

 ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No JJ002184-19-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia  EVANS, Mason 
Gray 
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If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Th e Craig County girls’ 
basketball team will be at 
Covington on Friday for 
a Pioneer District game. 
Th e girls are looking for 
their fi rst varsity win after 
dropping two games last 
week.

On January 10 the 
Rockets played host to 
Narrows in a district 
game and lost, 41-27. Th e 
young Rockets trailed just 
16-13 at the break against 
a solid Green Wave team 
but couldn’t hang with the 
visitors after intermission.

“It was a game we could 
have stolen at home,” said 
coach Brock Jones. “We 
were playing great team 
defense and that’s what 
kept us in the game.”

Freshman Daileigh 
Donithan led Craig in 
scoring with eight points. 
Annabelle Gregory 
chipped in with seven 
points and sophomore 
Madison Underwood fi n-
ished with a career high 
12 rebounds. 

“We rebounded well 
and played solid defense 
for two and a half quar-
ters,” said Jones. “We 
did a good job contain-
ing their best player, Mya 
Robertson, holding her to 
only nine points.”

Th e diff erence in this 
game was at the foul line. 
Craig fi nished fi ve of 19 
for 26 percent while Nar-
rows fi nished 15 of 32 for 
47 percent. 

“With only seven play-
ers on the varsity we have 
to stay out of foul trou-

ble,” said Jones. “We fi n-
ished the game with four 
players on the court after 
three fouled out.  

“Narrows is defi nitely a 
team that we can play 
with and I’m hoping for 
a diff erent outcome when 
we go there to play. Our 
youth is still our struggle, 
but that’s expected with 
three freshmen and a 
sophomore on the team. 
I’m proud of the girls step-
ping up to the Big League 
and giving their all in ev-
ery game.”

A night later the Rock-
ets traveled to Wytheville 
to take on the Maroons of 
George Wythe High and 
fell 58-16. Th e Maroons 
have a strong team and 

they dominated the young 
Rockets. 

“Not a favorable 
matchup,” said Jones. 
“Maybe in two or three 
years we will be ready to 
compete, but multiple 
years of off -season work is 
needed for us to compete 
with a team of this caliber 
while we try to rebuild our 
program.  But not right 
now with, theoretically, 
a jayvee team suiting up 
to play varsity ball for us 
this year.”

George Wythe is 
ranked fi rst in Region 1C 
and second in the state 
in Class A behind only 
defending state champ 
Honaker. 

“Th ey are the best 

team that we have played 
to date,” said Jones. 
“Very well coached, dis-
ciplined, and they don’t 
make many mistakes 
on the court. Doug 
Campbell(Wythe coach) 
has done a great job 
with their program there 
and they should make 
a long run at states this 
year. Th ey have size, can 
shoot, pass, get after you 
on defense and move the 
ball extremely well on 
the off ense end.” 

Wythe jumped all 
over the Rockets, leading 
25-0 after the fi rst quar-
ter and 29-3 at the half. 

“I knew once I saw 
them on the schedule 
that it was going to be a 

tough matchup for us,” 
said Jones. “I usually do a 
lot of scouting through-
out the year on single A 
teams in the state and 
this is one, along with 
East Mont, that is senior 
driven and expected to 
make deep runs in the 
state.”    

Th ree girls scored for 
the Rockets. Freshman 
Kallie Fisher led the 
team with eight points 
while Donithan chipped 
in fi ve points Gregory 
scored the other three. 

“We were up for the 
challenge and didn’t quit 
in the game,” said Jones. 
“We were pushing hard 

and trying diff erent things 
to see what we could make 
work, but they just had 
too much fi repower for 
our youth.”

Th e jayvee team played 
Highland last week and 
won 46-16. Highland 
does not have a varsity.

Also, Saturday’s games 
with Bland were canceled 
due to inclement weather 
in Bland County. Th e 
Rockets were scheduled 
to host Parry McCluer 
on Tuesday and next 
Tuesday, January 24, 
Bath will be here for a 
jayvee only game. Bath 
also does not have a var-
sity team.

Th e Craig County 
boys lost a heartbreaker 
to Highland County last 
Friday, dropping a 62-60 
decision in a Pioneer Dis-
trict game.

“We played well enough 
to win,” said Craig coach 
Ryan Frazier. “We showed 
great character after the 
loss on Tuesday.”

Th e Rockets played 
at Narrows earlier in the 
week and got hammered 
by a strong Green Wave 
team, 106-38. Frazier was 
anxious to see how the 
team responded after that 
loss and was pleased with 
the eff ort the team showed 
against Highland.

“Narrows jumped on 
us early and shot the ball 
great from the fi eld,” said 
Frazier. “I thought we had 
a good response at home 
against Highland.”

Second chance points 
and Highland free throws 
hurt the Rockets on Fri-
day night.  Zach Peters re-
turned after missing time 
with an illness and he had 
23 points and 10 assists. 
Matthew Lucas had 22 
points and 10 rebounds 

for the Rockets. 
“We played well 

enough to win and we fol-
lowed the game plan well 
and got them to miss their 
fi rst shots, we just couldn’t 
keep them off  the off en-
sive glass as a team and 

that cost us the game,” said 
Frazier.

With the loss Craig fell 
to 2-8 on the season but 
the Rockets are 2-3 in Pio-
neer District games. Th ey 
were scheduled to play at 
Bland County last Satur-

day but that was canceled 
due to bad weather in 
Bland. 

Th is week Craig was 
scheduled to visit Parry 
McCluer on Tuesday. On 
Th ursday the Rockets 
have a non-district game 

at home against Staunton 
River and on Friday Cov-
ington is here. Next Tues-
day, January 24, the boys 
are at Bath County for a 
big Pioneer District game.

“Our goals are still in 

reach but we need to focus 
on fi nishing the regular 
season strong and getting 
the highest seed possible 
for the tournament to try 
and make it to regionals,” 
said Frazier.

BOOTLEGGERS EDGE MAYHEM

HIGHLAND EDGES ROCKETS IN BOYS’ BASKETBALL

GIRLS ARE AT COVINGTON FRIDAY

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Zach Peters drives in for a basket for the Rockets.

Jaycob Wolfe brings the ball up the floor.

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN & BRIAN HOFFMAN
Kallie Fisher shoots a foul shot for the Rockets.

Ashley Cayton(#2) plays defense for Craig in a recent game.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The Salem Mayhem box lacrosse team played their second game of the season at the Salem Civic Center last Saturday night and dropped hard-fought 19-17 decision to 
the Charlotte Bootleggers. Here Chad Fisher of the Mayhem fires a shot on goal and Salem goalie Lukas Coote guards the cage. The Mayhem are back home February 
10 to host the Syracuse Spark.


