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Some people think that a hound 
dog is only good for hunting, but 
many owners prove this philosophy 
wrong by showing how teachable 
and competitive these dogs really 
are. 

Th erefore, a Little World Quali-
fi er ACH&BGA competition and 
showcase will be held Feb. 11 with 
the Bench Show starting at 6 p.m. 
and the Hunts starting at 7:30 p.m. 
at 184 Hill Top Trail in New Castle 
by the Southwest Virginia Hills 
and Hounds Association. 

“We started our association 
about two years ago to give lo-
cal houndsmen an opportunity 
to compete and showcase their 
hounds outside of the local UKC 
club which is limited to seven 
events per year by that registry,” 
Jonathan Huff man shared. 

He added that the ACH&BGA 
recognizes the following breeds of 
sporting hounds, Black and Tan 
Coonhound, American Leopard 
Hound, Bluetick Coonhound, 
English Coonhound, Plott Coon-
hound, 

Redbone Coonhound, Treeing 
Cur and the Treeing Walker Coon-
hound. 

 “All of these dogs can compete 
and earn titles in a wide range of 
raccoon and bear challenges li-
censed by ACH&BGA including 
bench shows, fi eld trials, tree con-
tests, dash races, water races as well 
as competition hunts held by clubs 
like ours across the country,” Huff -
man said. “Hounds can compete 
from the age of six months and are 

placed in classes by their age from 
puppy class to senior class and by 
title class per each event.”

He noted that there are no 
weight limits however in bench 
shows, each hound is judged on 
its confi rmation to breed standards 
specifi c to that breed.

“Hound owners must join 
ACH&BGA which has a $25 per 
year membership fee to register 
their hounds and compete in sanc-
tioned competitions,” Huff man 
shared. “Hounds must be perma-
nently registered with ACH&BGA 
to compete which costs a one-time 
fee of $25.”

He also added, “As with any or-
ganized competition there are rules 

regarding sportsmanship, conduct 
and specifi c guidelines per each ac-
tivity which are set by ACH&BGA. 
No alcohol, drugs or fi rearms are 
allowed at any sanctioned event.”

All cast winners will qualify for 
Th e Little World Event in Georgia. 

Membership, hound registra-
tion, upcoming event calendar and 
a wide range of other information 
including rules can be found on the 
ACH&BGA website.

Also, their club has a Facebook 
page where they can be contacted, 
information on ACH&BGA can be 
obtained from their website which 
is worldhunt.org and Huff man 

COURTESY PHOTOS
The Hound competitions show the extreme measures owners take to train their dogs to pose and to stay 
healthy. From Champion to Best of Show, these hounds prove their worth, not only in heart but in awards.

Hound dog competition, 
showcase Feb. 11 in Craig

Art is a form of expres-
sion that can touch many 
souls, from only one per-
son. 

Craig County Public 
Schools has an art teacher 
who sees this in her stu-
dents and wishes to en-
courage them in their in-
dividuality. 

Sierra Frazier, a Craig 
County High School art 
teacher, has begun her 
new “Artist Spotlight” for 
her students. 

Eighth grader Elena 
Sizer is the fi rst student 
Frazier is recognizing for 
her artwork. 

“Elena has created 
many beautiful works of 
art during the school year 
using a variety of tech-
niques!” Frazier shared 

on the school’s Facebook 
page. “Keep up the good 
work!” 

Frazier decided to start 
her new “Artist Spotlight” 
in January.

“I pick a student who 
has exceptional artwork 
from art class and hang 
their artwork in the hall-
way to be highlighted,” 
she shared. 

When Elena heard of 
this, Frazier shared, “She 
was super excited, and I 
think students are excited 
to be featured in the fu-
ture.”

Frazier will be con-
tinuing her new “Artist 
Spotlight” throughout the 
remainder of the school 
year. 

She added, “I wish to 
thank our community for 
always being so support-
ive of the arts at school!”

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Art teacher ‘spotlights’ 
her students’ artwork

COURTESY IMAGE
Sierra Frazier, a Craig County Public Schools art 
teacher, has started a new “Art Spotlight” on her 
talented students. This month, eighth grader Elena 
Sizer was honored for her exceptional artwork she 
creates using different techniques.

Each year, the local 
VFW joins the National 
Veterans of the Foreign 
Wars in conducting con-
tests for students within 
the school systems, in 

writing their viewpoints 
on specifi c topics. 

Craig Valley VFW Post 
4491 hosted its annual 
honor ceremony to give 
appreciation to these stu-
dents for their writings; 

VFW recognizes 
local students for
their penmanship

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
Patriots Pen was Natalie Fisher pictured with 
Superintendent Jeanette Warwick. Both were also 
honored at the January meeting of the Craig County 
School Board. 

See VFW, page 2

See DOGS, page 2
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CRAIG COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FY 2023-2024 BUDGET SCHEDULE

Date Meeting Information Purpose

January 17, 2023 4:30 PM: Facilities Walk-Through
5:30 PM:  Regular School Board Meeting
Location:  CCHS Room 170

Preliminary Budget Presentation
Budget Public Hearing

February 21, 2023 5:30 PM:  Regular School Board Meeting
Location:  CCHS Room 170

Budget Work Session

March 14, 2023 5:30 PM:  Regular School Board Meeting
Location:  CCHS Auditorium

Budget Public Hearing

March 16, 2023 5:30 PM:  Board of Supervisors Meeting
Location:  Craig County Courthouse

Joint Budget Work Session with the
Board of Supervisors

April 6, 2023 6:30 PM:  Board of Supervisors Meeting
Location:  Craig County Courthouse

Joint Budget Work Session with the
Board of Supervisors (if needed)

April 11, 2023 5:30 PM:  Regular School Board Meeting
Location:  CCHS Auditorium

Adoption of FY 2023-2024 Budget

Etzler’s
Hams

5448 Blacksburg Road,
Troutville

540-992-2297

Fresh Hams &
Pork Bellies

This Friday, Jan. 27th

ADVERTISE!

the Voice of Democracy 
winner was Makenzie Lu-
cas and Patriots Pen was 
Natalie Fisher. 

For the Patriots Pen 
contest, Fisher wrote, 
“My Pledge to the Veter-
ans.”

“To our Veterans, I 
pledge to honor you and 
your service and sacrifi ce 
by doing all that I can 
to see that our country 
remains a strong and 
free nation and that we 
cherish and honor your 
sacrifi ces. As my token 
of appreciation, I wrote 
this pledge to show our 
duties and to show our 
Veterans that we still care 
and highly respect them. 
I give my word of honor 
that I will help the Vet-
erans in any way possible 
so that they may live a 
healthier, safe, and more 
respected life. We need 
to stop our tongues and 
lend our ears to Veterans 
in need so that they still 
feel loved, cared, and ap-
preciated. I promise, as 
I get older, that I will 
donate, volunteer, and 
help give out Veteran 
bonuses on paychecks, 
health care, and insur-
ance. Knowing that Vet-
erans are warriors and 
they made enormous 
sacrifi ces such as choos-
ing to serve in the wars, 
leaving their home and 
families, and serving no 
matter the cost even after 
the war was over. Th ey 
still help and obey our 
country, and they repre-
sent our country, so we 
need to honor them for 
all they have done and 
all they will do. We will 
always remember the 
ones who have fallen, 
they are always in our 
memory, because they 
are also Veterans. To help 
the homeless Veterans we 
can buy them a meal or 
drink, put a little money 
in their pocket, or go the 
extra mile and off er them 
a place to stay. I prom-
ise that I will encourage 

friends and family to 
pray, refl ect, and observe 
the Veterans and their 
actions as they fought 
for our freedom. We 
never need to forget the 
Veterans especially after 
serving us and giving 
us freedom. We need to 
give them the care that 
they need. I make that 
promise and a devotion.”

“Writing this made me 
feel really proud of my-
self,” Fisher added. “I feel 
our military is growing 
and developing rapidly, 
making me feel safe.”

Lucas responded to 
the Voice of Democracy 

question, “Why is the 
Veteran Important?” 

“According to Mer-
riam Webster dictionary, 
a Veteran is “a former 
member of the armed 
forces”. Realistically, it’s 
deeper than that. As they 
say, “Once a soldier, al-
ways a soldier”. Th ese 
valiant men and women 
put their lives on the 
line, risking everything 
for the freedom of our 
country. For that reason, 
it breaks my heart to see 
citizens of this very coun-
try talk down to Veterans 
and even villainize them. 
America would not be 

where it is today without 
Veterans. Without the 
soldiers from the Revolu-
tionary War, we may still 
be under English control 
period without the brave 
men who fought in the 
world wars. World Peace 
may never have been es-
tablished. Without the 
Civil War our country 
may still be divided. 
Veterans are unreserv-
edly crucial to the safety, 
freedom, and overall 
well-being of our coun-
try. Without Veterans we 
would not have the fasci-
nating stories of war that 
have been passed down. 

Th ese stories are from 
remarkable occurrences 
that Hollywood could 
never formulate. Th is 
adds tremendous cred-
ibility to the information 
of wars we know today, 
as Veterans experienced 
these events fi rst hand. 
It is crucial for children 
to hear these stories from 
a young age, so that they 
will forever remember 
the sacrifi ces of American 
soldiers and know how 
truly blessed they are to 
live in the greatest coun-
try this world has ever 
seen, America. Although 
not all Veterans are de-

ployed in their time of 
service, we should still 
acknowledge their work 
and willingness to serve 
our country and fi ght 
for freedom if needed. 
Th e years of training 
away from friends and 
family should not go 
unrecognized. Th ough 
many Americans never 
realized, Veterans give up 
aspects of their freedom 
to give us hours. Because 
the Veteran is so impor-
tant, organizations such 
as the Wounded Warrior 
Project, Homes for our 
Troops, Canines for War-
riors, the Fisher House 
Foundation, and many 
more need support and 
donations. Th ese organi-
zations work endlessly to 
help Veterans wounded 
physically or mentally in 
combat. When soldiers 
return home from de-
ployment, they are often 
haunted by the emotional 
trauma and tragedy expe-
rienced in the fi eld. Th at 
is what it is advised for 
American citizens to take 
civic responsibility and 
help these organizations 
thrive in any way possible 
for the benefi t of Veterans. 
Veterans keep America on 
its feet. Without the Vet-
eran, our country would 
no longer stand strong. 
Th at is why the Veteran is 
essential.  Th e veteran is 
brave, and the veteran is 
hard working. Th at is why 
the Veteran is important.”

“I enter this competi-
tion every year and feel that 
it helps me to have a better 
understanding of how im-
portant our Veterans are and 
how I can better myself as 
an American,” Lucas added. 
“I’ve always loved to write 
stories and essays and it is 
an honor to be a part of this 
competition so I plan on en-
tering for as long as I can!”

Each received a $75 gift 
from Craig Valley VFW 
Post 4491 and apprecia-
tion from many of the lo-
cal veterans who attended 
the ceremony. 

VFW from page 1

DOGS from page 1

can be reached by calling 
(540)864-5842 (please 
leave message with contact 
information).

He stated that mem-
bership and hound regis-
tration can be completed 
prior to the event online 
as well as at any sanctioned 
event or by contacting 
him. 

“During any sanctioned 
event each entry for each 
competition must be made 
prior to the posted start 
time for that competition,” 
Huff man shared. “For 
example, this particular 
event’s bench show starts 
at 6 p.m., entries must be 
made prior to 6 p.m. that 
day.”

Huff man was intro-
duced to coon hunting 
and coonhound competi-
tions as a child by a gentle-
man from Bristol, Virginia 
named Charlie Wright. 

“He was a diehard Tree-
ing Walker enthusiast and 
had a cabin about a mile 
from my house,” he shared. 
“I spent many nights hunt-
ing with him and we went 
to coonhound competi-
tions all around the area. 
After his passing I hunted 
with several other folks 
until I fi nally got my own 
hounds and hunted un-

til I was in my early 20s 
when work and life got 
in the way, and I sold my 
hounds.”

He added, “I hunted 
with friends periodically 
over the years but it wasn’t 
until a stray English Coon-
hound showed up at our 
house about four years ago 
that my passion for it got 
reignited.”

He now has close to 20 
fi ne bred, registered Tree-
ing Walker Coonhounds. 

“We have traveled 
across several states com-
peting with our hounds 
due to the lack of opportu-
nities locally which moti-
vated us to start this club,” 
Huff man shared. “I think 
Charlie would be proud.”

“Also, ACH&BGA 
does a lot to promote 
youth involvement in 
hound sports. Th ey off er 
free membership until the 
age of 18 and register the 
child’s hound for free,” He 
added. “All ACH&BGA 
clubs hold youth events as 
well and every year there 
is a ACH&BGA Youth 
World Championship.”

Th ey look forward to 
seeing all of Craig County 
and hounds from neigh-
boring counties at the 
show and hunts. 

Volunteers are needed at
upcoming basketball games

PHOTO BY PAM DUDDING
The Craig County Rocket Basketball team needs volunteers to help the Craig County Booster Club with the snack 
booth at the games for Friday, Feb. 3 at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday Feb. 4 at 3:30 p.m. The group can be reached 
on the Craig County Booster Club Facebook page for donations or to be a volunteer. 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Craig Valley VFW Post 4491 recognized the winners of the annual penmanship contest. The Voice of 
Democracy was Makenzie Lucas pictured with Commander Billy Lee. 



Roanoke College an-
nounced last week that it’s 
now off ering a concentra-
tion in disability studies. 
Th e curriculum, the college 
said, is designed to blend 
interdisciplinary course-
work and experiential 
learning to give students 
a deeper understanding of 
the growing population of 
people with disabilities.

 According to the col-
lege’s announcement, the 
creation of a dedicated 
concentration puts Roa-
noke College at the fore-
front of the disability stud-
ies movement. Students in 

the concentration include 
future health and human 
services professionals, re-
search students, education 
majors and others.

 “Th e rates at which 
people are being diagnosed 
with a disability increases 
every year; especially au-
tism and dementia,” said 
Andréa Burchfi eld, assis-
tant professor of psychol-
ogy. “As numbers rise, stu-
dents entering many career 
fi elds are more likely to 
encounter clients, patients 
and employees who live 
with a disability. Under-
standing the wide-ranging 

nature of disabilities will 
enable future professionals 
to provide better services.”

 Th e concentration 
requires fi ve courses, in-
cluding two foundational 
courses focusing on dis-
ability theory and lived 
experience. It culminates 
in a fi nal capstone proj-
ect. Th e opportunities for 
disability-related classes 
and real-world internships 
span departments and dis-
ciplines across campus. 
Th e initiative was led by a 
multi-department faculty 
team, including Burchfi eld 
(psychology), Frances Mc-
Cutcheon (biology) and 
Teresa Milbrodt (English 
and communication Stud-
ies).

 “Interdisciplinary is the 

most rational approach to 
disability studies,” said Mc-
Cutcheon, a biology lec-
turer and co-coordinator of 
the concentration. “A dis-
ability can impact multiple 
aspects of a person’s life 
and consequently multiple 
aspects of society, includ-
ing employment, income, 
health behaviors and legal 
needs.”

 Teresa Milbrodt, an 
assistant professor and co-
coordinator of the con-
centration, added, “Th is 
curriculum focuses on the 
wide range of concerns 
held by people with dis-
abilities. Our goal is to 
introduce students to the 
variety of diff erences in 
human form, abilities, and 
expressions of personhood, 

so they can integrate that 
perspective into their life 
and work.”

 Th e disability stud-
ies concentration was ap-
proved by Roanoke Col-
lege’s Curriculum 
Committee in fall 2022. 
Th e addition, the college 
said, refl ects its deep com-
mitment to ensuring that 
its programs serve emerg-
ing workforce demands 
and student needs. 

“Th e new concentration 
meets a growing demand 
from students who want 
to be better prepared to be 
advocates for people with 
disabilities, both in their 
future careers and in their 
personal lives,” the college 
said.

Hope Keller is a health 

and exercise science ma-
jor at the college who is 
studying in the disability 
concentration. “It’s been 
incredible to work with the 
professors in the disabil-
ity studies concentration. 
Th ey’ve given me so many 
new perspectives about life 
and advocating for people 
with disabilities,” she said. 
“Th ey’ve also given me a lot 
of opportunities for fi eld 
experience.” 

Other additions in re-
cent years include the 
establishment of an en-
gineering science major, 
a comprehensive depart-
ment for education ma-
jors and a health studies 
partnership with Carilion 
Clinic.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Tax collector
4. Fishes without the 
line touching water
8. Brooklyn hoopsters
10. Actress Lathan
11. A metric for athletes
12. Food storage loca-
tion
13. Colossus
15. Desolations
16. Accustom to some-
thing unpleasant
17. __ Kubrick, fi lm-
maker
18. You might ask this 
at Thanksgiving
21. Arkansas city
22. Gave food to
23. Request

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

24. V-shaped open 
trough
25. Make lively
26. It accompanies 
feather
27. Blonde bombshell
34. One who revolves
35. Bluish greens
36. Charity
37. Having the shape of 
a cube
38. Unwind
39. Believed by some to 
be the supreme being
40. Checks or guides
41. Leak slowly through
42. Top-quality
43. Midway between 
south and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Part of your foot
2. It’s at the back of the 
eyeball
3. Where things stand
4. Offered
5. Contains pollen
6. Boisterous get-
together
7. Asserts out loud
9. They’re in the sky
10. Canonized
12. A politician’s offi cial 
stances
14. It can catch fi sh
15. British thermal unit
17. Helps little fi rms
19. Where patients go 
for treatment
20. Large red deer

23. Pokes holes in
24. “Star Wars” hero 
Solo
25. One in a hospital
26. Scandinavian god 
of battle
27. Famous cat
28. __ Angeles: City of 
Angels
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini ingredients
33. Get away
34. Rare species of 
rodent
36. Suppress
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COURTESY PHOTO
Barn Cat Buddies adoption is hoping someone will take 2-year-old Tink home. She 
is spayed and her shots are up to date. “She is a sweet-sweet girl,” the group 
shared. Their website is www.barncatbuddies.org or check them out on Facebook. 
The president is Judy Zeimer who can be reached at (540) 238-5549. Their mailing 
address is PO Box 111, Salem, VA 24153. Jean Bradley may also be contacted at 
(540) 330-9828. 

Barn Cat Buddies 
cat of the month 

Disability studies concentration now offered at Roanoke College

Th e new year presents a 
new opportunity to attend 
to those routines that help 
to keep us healthy. Just as 
adequate exercise and nu-
tritious food contribute to 
healthful daily routines, 
staying up-to-date on rec-
ommended preventive 
screenings is an important 
way to protect your health! 

Th roughout the year, 
we will highlight some of 
the recommended screen-
ings for routine preven-
tive health care. Regular 
check-ups with your pri-
mary healthcare profes-
sional can give you confi -
dence that you are taking 
care of yourself and can 
prompt you to ask about 
any changes in your body. 
Th is month, we’ll focus on 
glaucoma and cervical can-
cer awareness. 

Glaucoma, a group of 
diseases that can damage 
the eye’s optic nerve, is a 
leading cause of vision loss 
and blindness, aff ecting al-
most three million Ameri-
cans. It is sometimes called 
“the sneak thief of sight” 
because it is common and 
can go unnoticed for a 
long time.  

Th ere is no cure for 
glaucoma, but if it is 
caught early, treatment 
can prevent further vision 
loss. While anyone can get 
glaucoma, certain people 
are at higher risk including 
African Americans over 
40 years of age, as well as 
anyone who is older than 
60 years of age, who has 
a family history of glau-
coma, or who has diabetes. 

If you are in a high-
risk group, a comprehen-
sive dilated eye exam can 
help you fi nd glaucoma 
early and start treatment. 
Prescription eye drops 

can stop glaucoma from 
progressing. Th e number 
of blind and visually im-
paired people is expected 
to double by 2030 and 
triple by 2050 given the 
aging population, but 
routine screenings could 
signifi cantly reduce that 
number, improving the 
quality of life for those 
who are at risk of the dis-
ease. 

Th is month, we are also 
spotlighting cervical can-
cer, which aff ects 13,000 
women in the United 
States every year. Anyone 
with a cervix is at risk for 
cervical cancer although it 
is most frequently detected 
in people over age 30. 

Most cases of cervi-
cal cancers are caused by 
certain types of human 
papillomavirus (HPV), 
the most common sexu-
ally transmitted infection. 
HPV also cause other can-
cers in both women and 
men. 

Fortunately, we have a 
vaccine that the HPV vac-
cine can help prevent cer-
vical cancer. In addition, 
we can screen for cervi-
cal cancer. When cervical 
cancer is found early, it is 
highly treatable and associ-
ated with long survival and 
good quality of life. 

To reduce the risk of 
cervical cancer: 

Ask your doctor about 
the HPV vaccine. Receiv-
ing a vaccination to pre-
vent HPV infection can 
reduce your risk of cervical 
cancer and other HPV-
related cancers if you are 
younger than 26 years. 
HPV vaccine is recom-
mended for all children to 
reduce their risk of cancers 
related to HPV.  

Ask your doctor about 

a Pap test.  Routine Pap 
tests are recommended for 
women, starting at age 21.   

Practice safe sex. Re-
duce your risk of cervical 
cancer by taking measures 
to prevent sexually trans-
mitted infections, such as 
using a condom every time 
you have sex and limiting 
the number of sexual part-
ners you have. 

Don’t smoke. If you 
don’t smoke, don’t start. If 
you do smoke, talk to your 
doctor about strategies to 
help you quit.  

Th e Roanoke City and 
Alleghany Health Districts 
local offi  ces off er HPV 
vaccinations, on a sliding 
scale, and can provide cer-
vical cancer screenings. We 
accept most insurances, 
but these life-saving tests 
are available for free to 
individuals who qualify. 
Call to make an appoint-
ment. People can also 
call the American Cancer 
Society at 866-951-9355 
for help fi nding a clinic 
that off ers free or low-cost 
cancer screenings as part 
of the Women’s Wellness 
Connection program near 
them. 

As we start the New 
Year, we encourage all Ro-
anoke City and Alleghany 
Health District residents to 
take charge of their health.  
Staying up-to-date with 
all recommended vaccines 
and recommended pre-
ventive health screenings 
is a great way to do so. 
Prevention, screening and 
early detection of diseases 
such as cervical cancer im-
prove treatment options, 
improve quality of life, and 
reduce death. 

-Christie Willis
Roanoke City and Al-

leghany Health Districts

Program seeks to expand student 
understanding, career possibilities

Column: Glaucoma and 
cervical cancer awareness 



News from 
the 9th

On January 18th, the 
Federal Register official-
ly published the Biden 
Administration’s final 
Waters of the United 
States, or WOTUS, rule. 
The rule was immedi-
ately met with heavy 
pushback from Republi-
cans, like me. States and 
industry groups every-
where who saw the harm 
this new policy will have 
on Americans wasted no 

time filing lawsuits to 
stop the implementation 
of the rule. Texas filed a 
lawsuit on the same day 
the rule was published.

A variety of agricul-
ture groups, such as the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation, the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation, and the U.S. 
Poultry and Egg Asso-
ciation have also filed 
lawsuits attempting to 
overturn the rule.

I know this issue is 
a top priority for con-
stituents in agriculture 
and related industries. 
Everyone from the newly 
added to the 9th Bedford 
County, to Washington 
County has brought con-
cerns to my attention. 
One of the first meetings 
I had in Bedford was 
about agricultural issues, 
including WOTUS. As 
soon as the Cattlemen 

announced their law-
suit, I heard from Gene 
Copenhaver of Washing-
ton County, who serves 
as their Policy Division 
Vice Chair.

With the passage of 
the Clean Water Act of 
1972, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (the 
Army Corps) were given 
authority to define what 
constitutes the “waters of 
the United States.” Due 
to the 2006 U.S. Supreme 
Court case Rapanos v. 
United States, which 
challenged federal juris-
diction to regulate iso-
lated wetlands under 
the Clean Water Act, 
the “significant nexus” 
test was created. The 
test used vague and 
expansive language that 
encouraged regulators to 
interpret the definition of 
WOTUS as increasingly 
broad.

In 2015, under the 
Obama Administration, 
the EPA and Army Corps 
issued their Clean Water 
Rule, incorporating the 
“significant nexus” test 
from Rapanos. The two 
agencies took a sweep-
ing approach to deter-
mine which waters fell 

within the definition. I 
criticized the rule at the 
time because it created 
regulatory uncertainty 
for too many folks – 
farmers, ranchers, small 
businesses, landowners, 
including homeown-
ers, etc. – whose private 
land was unnecessarily 
burdened by this federal 
overreach.

Criticism of the Clean 
Water Rule was biparti-
san. In May 2015, just 
after the Obama Admin-
istration announced their 
WOTUS rule, I joined 
230 Members of Con-
gress, from both sides of 
the aisle, in urging the 
EPA and the Army Corps 
to withdraw their rule. I 
also supported the Regu-
latory Integrity Protec-
tion Act, as did 24 House 
Democrats, requiring 
the EPA to withdraw the 
rule.

In 2020, the Trump 
Administration thank-
fully replaced the 2015 
rule, issuing the Navi-
gable Waters Protection 
Rule (NWPR), removing 
unneeded red tape for 
millions of Americans 
across the country. The 
rule did away with the 
“significant nexus” test 
and provided more clar-

ity for property owners.
Unfortunately, this 

victory was short lived. 
With the new Biden 
Administration, came 
new regulations.

In December of 2021, 
the EPA and the Army 
Corps issued their pro-
posed WOTUS rule, 
repealing the NWPR, and 
replacing it with what 
they characterized as a 
“pre-2015 rule defini-
tion”. Many immediately 
voiced their criticism of 
the Administration’s new 
proposal – it stripped 
provisions of the NWPR, 
removing needed cer-
tainty for many individu-
als and businesses.

It also established sig-
nificant criminal and civil 
penalties for violations 
to the Clean Water Act, 
which were extremely 
concerning. These new 
penalties meant jail time 
and thousands of dollars 
in fines a day, once again 
placing an undue burden 
on Americans who have 
had to keep up with ever-
changing rules.

Further, just after 
the proposed rule was 
released, the Supreme 
Court agreed to take 
up Sackett v. EPA, a case 
challenging the “signifi-

cant nexus” test used in 
WOTUS.

I, along with 200 other 
Members of the House of 
Representatives, urged 
the EPA and Army Corps 
to wait until the Supreme 
Court issued their opin-
ion before releasing 
another final WOTUS 
rule.

Unfortunately, the 
EPA and Army Corps 
ignored this common-
sense request, issu-
ing their final rule on 
December 30th.

By doing so, the EPA 
and Army Corps dis-
counted the Supreme 
Court’s pending deci-
sion, which will likely 
impact their action.

Throughout this pro-
cess, I’ve listened close-
ly to the concerns of con-
stituents and I am look-
ing for opportunities in 
Congress to oppose this 
flawed policy.

Also, before writing 
this column, I agreed to 
join a letter with other 
Members of Congress to 
urge the EPA and Army 
Corps to rescind the rule 
and postpone any sub-
sequent agency action 
until the Sackett deci-
sion is announced by the 
Supreme Court.

Participation in 
clubs, scholarships, 
and academic programs 
often require volunteer 
hours.  Community Col-
lege Access Program 
(CCAP) requires stu-

dents to complete hours 
with a community ser-
vice project each semes-
ter. Participation in 
academic clubs such as 
BETA,  National Junior 
Honor Society and FFA 
often require volunteer 
hours. Colleges com-
monly look at commu-
nity service projects and 
volunteer hours to assist 
in acceptance determi-
nation as well.

Finding opportunities 
to volunteer locally can 

be a challenge, espe-
cially out here in Craig. 
Your local library is a 
great place to start your 
search. There are sev-
eral ways to volunteer 
with Craig County Pub-
lic Library. Volunteering 
at the library does not 
have to be a long-term 
commitment. Volun-
teers complete a range 
of tasks from simple 
packet creation when 
needed to spending the 
day helping your neigh-

bors at a seasonal event 
or at the library for a set 
schedule. Any time that 
you can volunteer is a 
win for you and your 
favorite little library.

Volunteering for a 
local community proj-
ect is also a great way 
to enhance your resume. 
For job seekers just 
starting out, hoping to 
try a new career, or re-
entering the employ-
ment scene, volunteer-
ing can help you net-

work by meeting people 
you may not normally 
interact with and giving 
you an opportunity to 
learn new skills.

If you are a Craig 
County group or busi-
ness looking for volun-
teers, please let us know 
and we may be able to 
help you make a con-
nection.

We hope you will 
consider Craig County 
Public Library for your 
next volunteer service 

project or as a place to 
spend some time engag-
ing your community. We 
are currently seeking 
volunteers for the next 
SWAP Day which will 
be in the spring, more 
information to come. 
To find out how you 
can earn your volunteer 
hours locally, stop in or 
call the Craig County 
Public Library at 303 
Main Street in New 
Castle or call (540) 864-
8978.
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OPINION

Morgan 
Griffi th
Representative

Library Corner
Empowering individuals to 
build a stronger community

By Marge Lewter

Craig County Public Library offers numerous volunteer opportunities

Feb. 11
Little World Qualifier 

ACH&BGA Hound Com-
petition and Showcase will be 
held Feb. 11 with the Bench 
Show starting at 6 p.m. and 
the Hunts starting at 7:30 p.m. 
at 184 Hill Top Trail in New 
Castle by the Southwest Vir-
ginia Hills and Hounds Asso-
ciation. Those interested must 
register before event at world-
hunt.org or contact Jonathan 
Huffman at (540)864-5842.

Feb. 15 
A CPMT meeting at 

CPMT – Department of So-
cial Services will be at 1 p.m.

Feb. 18
A rabies drive-through 

clinic will be on Feb. 18 from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Craig 
County Fairgrounds. The 
cost will be $15 per dog or 
cat. It will be administered by 
Dr. Marge Lewter and hosted 
by the Craig County Rescue 
Squad. Call 540-864-5115 for 

more info. 

Feb. 20
The New Castle Town 

Council will meet from 7-8 
p.m. at the New Castle Town 
Hall at 339 Market Street in 
New Castle.

Feb. 21
Rep. Morgan Griffith will 

hold a citizen comment pe-
riod from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
courthouse breakroom. 

Feb. 25

A wild game dinner will 
be Feb. 25 at 5:30 p.m. at 
Roanoke Moose Lodge #284. 
It will be hosted by Catawba 
Valley Baptist Church for their 
youth. The evening includes a 
dinner, giveaways, raffles, a si-
lent auction and the infamous 
live auction. Purchase tickets 
at CATAWBAVALLEYBC.
ORG. 

March 15
A CPMT meeting at 

CPMT – Department of So-
cial Services will be at 1 p.m.

Upcoming public meetings in Craig County



After fi ghting a hard 
battle with cancer, Rich-
ard Lee Huff man, Jr. sur-
rendered his life to the 
Lord on Jan. 15, 2023. 
He was born Jan. 25, 
1954, to the late Lucille 
and Richard Huff man. 
His paternal grandpar-
ents were the late Minor 
and Maude Huff man and 
his maternal grandparents 
were the late Ed and Alva 
Paitsel.

 He is leaving behind, 
but for a short time, his 
wife and beloved soul-
mate Karen A. Huff man; 
his loving daughter, Adri-
enne (Brandy) Rock and 
husband, Brandon; his 
devoted grandsons, Noah 
LaPrad and Cayden Zysk; 

his special extended fam-
ily of step-grandchildren, 
Kristin Greene, Dakota 
Rock, and Jadyn Rock; 
including four great-grand-
children, Adeline, Bentley, 
Brycen, and Bransyn.

 He is also survived 
by three precious sisters, 
Patsy VanDyke, Louella 
Patton, & Barbara Ross; 
and a wonderful brother, 
Gary Huff man; several 
aunts, uncles, numerous 
nieces & nephews, and a 
multitude of cousins and 
friends, all of which were 
very special to him in so 
many ways.

 Junior as he was 
known to most, never met 
a stranger. He enjoyed 
meeting and getting to 

know people and he had 
friends of all ages, young 
and old. He would do 
anything to help a friend 
and worked jobs alongside 
many who soon became 
special friends. He enjoyed 
many unforgettable hunt-
ing, fi shing, and trapping 
adventures with his friends 
and family members.

 Junior was a unique 
kind of man with deep 
family values, hard work 
ethics, and was loyal and 
true to both. He will be 
greatly missed by all who 
knew him but let us take 
solace and rejoice in the 
knowing that he is now in 
the Kingdom of Heaven.

 Graveside Services were 
held 2 p.m. Wednesday, 

Jan. 18, 2023, at Brickey 
Cemetery with Jim Looney 
offi  ciating.

In lieu of fl owers, do-
nations may be made in 
Junior’s memory to the 
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 

38105.
Arrangements by Pait-

sel Funeral Home: www.
paitselfh.com

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT 
EXIT 137 TO EXIT 141 
– A $179 million design-
build project to widen both 
directions of I-81 between 
mile markers 136.6 and 
141.8 from two to three 
lanes is set to begin. Starting 
in February and continu-
ing into the early summer, 
work will be performed on 
the inside and outside shoul-
ders along a fi ve mile section 
of both northbound and 
southbound Interstate 81 in 
Roanoke County and the 
city of Salem. Th e shoulders 
will be built up before barrier 
wall can be installed for road 
crews to work behind. Barrier 
wall will be installed along the 
shoulders in the spring and 
summer. Two lanes of I-81 
traffi  c in each direction will 
remain open during the proj-
ect with periodic lane closures 
scheduled during nighttime 
hours or outside of peak travel 
times as needed.  Drivers can 
expect the following lane clo-
sures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and south-
bound I-81:

 
UPCOMING LANE 

CLOSURES: 24-hour lane 
closures northbound are be-
ing scheduled for upcoming 
bridge repairs. Dates and 
times are still being deter-
mined. 

WORK ZONE 
SPEED: With narrow spac-
ing in lanes due to barrier 
walls, lack of shoulders and 
lane shifts in various loca-
tions, drivers should adhere to 
posted 60 mph speed limits 
in the work zone and allow 
space when following a ve-
hicle.

RAMP CLO-
SURES: Ramp closures are 
possible during nighttime 
hours, 12 a.m., to 5 a.m. 
Drivers should watch for 
message boards dates and 
times the ramp will be closed.

LANE CLOSURES: Al-
ternating left and right lane 

and shoulder closures dur-
ing nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday, are pos-
sible. Lane widths will be 
reduced to 11 feet. North-
bound lane closures from 
I-81 mile marker 136 to 141. 
Southbound Lane closures 
from I-81 mile marker 141 
to 136.

Nightly lane closures may 
be in place along the right 
lane with possible nightly 
ramp narrows as needed 
for guardrail and shoulder 
strengthening.

Northbound I-81 lane 
closures from mile marker 
138 to 142

Northbound I-81 exit and 
entrance ramp narrows pos-
sible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes 
replacing six bridges, widen-
ing two bridges, installing 
approximately 2.6 miles of 
sound barrier walls along 
northbound I-81, improving 
the southbound exit 137 off -
ramp intersection at Wild-
wood Road and adding inter-
change lighting at exits 137, 
140 and 141 are also included 
in the project. Expected com-
pletion in early 2026. 

 
I-81 NORTHBOUND 

AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY – Traffi  c on 
northbound I-81 has been 
switched onto the newly con-
structed bridge over the New 
River at the Montgomery/
Pulaski County line. Th e 
old bridge is being demol-
ished. Lane and shoulder clo-
sures may be in place near exit 
105. Lane closure may be in 
eff ect during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder clo-
sures may be in eff ect at any 
time during the week. Slow 
rolls may be performed on 
I-81 in the north and south-
bound lanes from mile mark-
er 98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per hour 
in the work zone. Shoulder 
closures will remain in place 
though the duration of the 

project. Project completion is 
estimated by summer 2023.

SLOW ROLLS: A slow 
roll operation may be in 
place daily, Monday through 
Friday, between mile marker 
101 and 105 northbound 
and between mile marker 
109 and 105 southbound, 
between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

ROUTE 605: Intermit-
tent fl agging operations will 
be present on Route 605, 
located under the New River 
Bridge, for work overhead on 
the bridge.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Nighttime alternating lane 
closures will be in place on 
I-81 northbound between 
mile markers 104-106 from 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized periodi-
cally on both the northbound 
and southbound lanes from 
mile marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and set-
ting beams.

 
I-81 BRIDGE DECK 

REPAIRS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will repair bridge 
decks on Interstate 81. Be-
tween mile markers 138 to 
152, right and left lane clo-
sures will be in place north-
bound and southbound dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WILLIAM-
SON ROAD –Bridge work is 
underway on Route 11 (Wil-
liamson Road). Intermittent 
and alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue and 
Wells Avenue are still pos-
sible. Intermittent daytime 
and nighttime lane closures 
between the intersections 
above may still be required 
utilizing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Expected comple-

tion Spring 2023.
 
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

 
I-581/220 LANE & 

RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAINTE-
NANCE OPERATIONS 
IN ROANOKE COUN-
TY– Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling and pav-
ing along Interstate 81. Right 
and left lane closures will be 
in place along northbound 
and southbound lanes dur-
ing nighttime hours. Drivers 
should expect possible delays.

 
ROANOKE CITY
 
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project to im-
prove a portion of 13th Street 
SE in Roanoke is under-
way. Located in a residential 
neighborhood just east of 
downtown Roanoke, this 
project will improve traffi  c 
fl ow and connectivity along 
13th Street SE from Tazewell 
Avenue to Norfolk Avenue. 
Th e project entails recon-
structing about 0.2-mile of 
13th Street as an improved, 
two-lane roadway with 
10.5-foot-wide travel lane and 
a raised median. A new road-
way will extend 13th Street to 
Norfolk Avenue and the in-
tersection at 13th Street and 
Wise Avenue will be recon-
fi gured to include a round-
about. Bike lanes, sidewalks, 
crosswalks and curb and gut-
ter will also be added. South-
bound 13th Street traffi  c has 
a detour in place using Nor-
folk Avenue onto 12th Street 
to Tazewell Avenue. Th is de-
tour will be in place through-
out the duration of this proj-
ect. Signs will be posted to 

designate the detour route. 
Northbound 13th Street will 
remain open to traffi  c. Flag-
gers may be possible and the 
speed limit through the work 
zone is 25 mph. Th e project 
is expected to be completed 
in summer 2023.

TRAFFIC PATTERN 
CHANGE: Northbound 
traffi  c will be switched to 
the northbound lane of 
13th Street. Southbound 
traffi  c will still be detoured 
around the work zone.

 
ROANOKE COUNTY
 
BLUE RIDGE PARK-

WAY CLOSURE – Th e 
Blue Ridge Parkway will be 
repairing slope failures and a 
culvert failure at mile marker 
127.9. A 15-mile stretch of 
the Parkway, mile marker 
121.4 to 136, will be closed to 
all uses including cyclists, pe-
destrians and drivers. Detour 
signs to detour traffi  c around 
the Bent Mountain section of 
the Parkway will be in place. 
Traffi  c will be rerouted to 
Route 220 south to Route 
419 north to Route 221 
south. Traffi  c traveling north 
on the Parkway would be re-
versed. Th e detour is expected 
to be in place until 2023.

 
 BOTETOURT COUN-

TY
 
DALEVILLE INTER-

SECTION PROJECT 
FOR FIELDSTONE DE-
VELOPMENT ACCESS 
– Lane closures northbound 
and southbound on Route 
220 in Daleville will be in 
place for construction of a 
median with crossover, a 
right turn lane and a new 
traffi  c signal. Th is work is as-
sociated with construction of 
the Fieldstone Development. 
Lane closures will be set up on 
various days in early 2023.

 
ROUTE 11 BUCHAN-

AN BRIDGE PROJECT 
- A construction project on 
the Route 11 Bridge in the 
Town of Buchanan is under-

way. Water Street is closed for 
the duration of the project 
and drivers should expect pe-
riodic lane closures with fl ag-
ging operations to be in place 
during daytime hours. Mes-
sage boards are present to alert 
and update drivers. Expected 
completion in summer 2023.

 
ROUTE 611 (GREY-

LEDGE ROAD) – A 1.5 
mile section of Route 611 
(Greyledge Road) is closed 
due to fl ooding that damaged 
the roadway. Extensive repairs 
will be needed and a detour 
will be in place. Th ere is no 
estimated time for the road to 
reopen. 

CRAIG COUNTY

ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK – 
Temporary signals control 
traffi  c across the bridge and 
will be in place throughout 
the project. Construction will 
begin on the northbound side 
of the bridge and once com-
pleted, work will switch to the 
southbound side. In addition, 
a section of Route 646 (Allen 
Street) between Route 650 
and Route 311 will be closed 
during construction and a 
signed detour will be in place. 
All traffi  c will be detoured to 
Marshall Street and Kanawha 
Street to access either 311 or 
the homes located off  Allen 
Street. Speed limit will be re-
duced to 35 mph in the work 
zone with a width restriction 
of 9 feet. Drivers should ex-
pect delays and allow extra 
travel time through the work 
zone. Weather permitting, 
the bridge is expected to be 
open to traffi  c by the late 
spring 2023.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: 
Traffi  c is using the south-
bound lane to the north-
bound lane while work con-
tinues. Southbound lanes 
are closed. Temporary traffi  c 
signals will continue to direct 
traffi  c and message boards 
will notify drivers.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 864-6622. Sunday: Worship Ser-
vice 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Rev. Stephen McNally. 540-473-3691. 
Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

VDOT ROADWATCH

OBITUARY
Huff man, Jr., Richard Lee 
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STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/2023. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2023 I crylic Inc.

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2023

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

STATEWIDE  ADS

Now’s the Right Time
Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) with PWRcell, 
Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system. PWRcell will help 
you save money on your electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages.  
Plus it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 688-1378

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
THE DIGNITY GROUP

Highland Memory Gardens is looking for a 
Full Time cemetery ground maintenance 
person. A Great Place to Work. Chance for 
advancement. Great Benefit package, Health, 
Dental, Vision, uniforms, and 401-K. Retire-
ment program pay commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be able to pass a background 
check and drug test. For confidential inter-
view call Paul at 540-674-5231.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting 
at $299* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap 
Call 804-739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, Roofi ng, Gut-
ters and More!
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time Off er 
- $500 Discount + Additional 10% off  
install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and serv-
ice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
The bathroom of your dreams for as 
little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Show-
er. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Off er - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-1631
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $450+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com” https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258” www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258
FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus off er: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Tel-
ecom today! 1-855-970-1995
Caring for an aging loved one? Won-
dering about options like senior-living 
communities and in-home care? Car-
ing.com’s Family Advisors are here to 
help take the guesswork out of senior 
care for you and your family. Call for 
your FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-844-494-0682

Positions Wanted

Employment

Pianist/Organist 
needed

General 
Information

Liquict 2x®

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

CASE 
No.CWF210000261

, in re 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Order of 
Publication  

Case no. CL22-
6839 Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re Estate of 
Charles Preston Hall, 
DECEASED

Legals - Craig 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002185-16-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002184-18-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
Mason Gray 

 

 

 ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No JJ002184-19-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia  EVANS, Mason 
Gray 

Legals - Craig 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
1st Security Self 
Storage 5 Midway Plaza 
Dr. Christiansburg, VA.

The City of Radford 

General Information

 Health Resources 
and Services 

Administration 
 

NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC OF 

FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT 

IMPACT 

General Information

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Y0040_GHHHXDHEN23_SMAD_M

WHITNEY HOSEY
540-355-0894
(TTY: 711)
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Whosey@humana.com

Are you turning
65? Or new to
Medicare?

Call your local
licensed 
Humana sales
agent.

PHOTOS BY AILA BOYD
Roanoke College held a number of simulated Civil Rights marches on Friday as part of its Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebrations.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration



PAGE 8 • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023 • THE NEW CASTLE RECORD

Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Th e Craig County boys 
will play host to East-
ern Montgomery Friday 
night at Craig County 
High School in a big Pio-
neer District basketball 
game. Th e Rockets beat 
the Mustangs in the fi rst 
meeting and look to make 
a clean sweep of the sea-
son series.

Craig comes into the 
week at 2-11 overall and 
2-5 in the district after 
dropping three games last 
week, starting with a 77-
41 loss to Parry McCluer. 
Matthew Lucas led the 
Rockets with 16 points 
and Zach Peters had 10. 

“Drew Duncan did a 
good job defending the 
post and rebounding 
against them,” said Craig 
coach Ryan Frazier. “ Par-
ry McCluer’s hot shooting 
was too much for us down 
the stretch.”

On Th ursday the 
Rockets played host to 
Staunton River, a Class 3 
team from the tough Blue 
Ridge District. Th e Rock-
ets hung tough before fall-
ing, 57-37.

 “I was really proud of 
our performance against 
Staunton River,” said 
Frazier. “We handled the 
press well and had a good 
team performance.” 

Lucas fi nished with 27 
points and was able to 
fi nd gaps in the middle of 
the zone. Peters was able 
to fi nd Lucas and other 
teammates and fi nished 
with 10 assists. Duncan, 
who has been playing very 
well lately, played great in-
terior defense and fi nished 
with 10 rebounds for the 
game. 

“It was a game that 
we were competitive 
throughout, being down 
fi ve at the half and about 
an eight point game with 
fi ve minutes remaining,” 

said Frazier. “Th ey had 
a stretch where they hit 
three three-pointers in a 
minute and a half and we 
had a couple costly turn-
overs in the span that put 
it out of reach for us.”

Th e Rockets fi nished a 
busy week with a home 
game with Covington on 
Friday and dropped a 65-
46 decision to the Cou-
gars on the second night 
of a back-to-back.

“Th is again was another 
game that we played well 
enough to win, but could 
not pull it out,” said Fra-
zier.

Lucas led the team 
again with 23 points 
while Peters fi nished with 
14 points with four threes. 
Duncan again played well 
in the post and chipped in 
with seven rebounds. 

Th is was a game of two 
halves. Craig was up 26-

24 at halftime but was 
outscored by 14 in the 
third quarter. 

“We hit a wall in the 
third quarter and ran 
out of gas,” said Frazier. 
“We’ve struggled in back 
to back games all year. All 
three games this week had 
several positives for us to 
build on. We have played 
well in stretches, but really 
need to put it together for 
a full game. We are work-
ing on that daily and we 
can still achieve goals we 
set out for this season. 
Th is week is a huge week 
for us with Bath County 
away on Tuesday followed 
by East Mont on Friday. 
Th ese are two games we 
need to win the keep the 
pace in the district for the 
tournament.”

After this week’s games 
the Rockets are back home 
Monday to host Giles.

Th e young Craig 
County girls will have 
their work cut out for 
them when they visit El-
liston Friday to take on 
host Eastern Montgom-
ery in a Pioneer District  
basketball game. Th e 
Mustangs are the second 
ranked team in Region 
1C and 15-2 overall.

Craig County comes 
into the week at 1-11 
and they’re still looking 
for their fi rst district win 
after dropping two games 
last week. On Tuesday at 
home they fell to Parry 
McCluer, 60-29. Th e 
Blues improved to 13-2 
with the win.

“Our youth contin-
ues to hurt us on the of-
fensive end,” said coach 
Brock Jones. “We got off  
to a slow start.”

Parry McCluer led 
20-4 after the fi rst quar-
ter and 37-9 at the half. 
Annabelle Gregory led 
the Rockets with 13 
points and six steals 
while Kallie and Kam-
mie Fisher had four 
points each. Anna Clay-

tor, Parry McCluer’s 6’1” 
center, was high for the 
game with 24 points.

“She’s a bad match-
up for us,” said Jones. 
“She’s a tough matchup 
for anyone in our region 
and probably makes a 
strong case for Pioneer 
District Player of the 
Year this year.”

On Friday the Rockets 
dropped a 50-37 deci-
sion in Covington. Th e 
Rockets lost it at the foul 
line, hitting just eight 
of 18 while the Cougars 
nailed 16 of their 24 free 
throw attempts. 

“A team I think we 
should have beaten,” 
said Jones. “We missed 
over 11 fast break layups 
during this game. Off en-
sively we have struggled 
all season, but we usually 
do a fair job at open la-
yups, but luck just wasn’t 
for us today. We shot 17 
percent from the fi eld.” 

Gregory led Craig with 
11 points and nine steals. 
Kallie Fisher added seven 
points, three assists, fi ve 
rebounds and four steals 

while Kammie Fisher 
scored eight points and 
had 13 rebounds. Han-
nah Ratliff  added six 
points, six rebounds, 
seven steals and two as-

sists and sophomore 
Brooklyn Cayton, pulled 
up from the jayvee team, 
added fi ve points and 
eight rebounds. 

“We are such a young 

team, and these things 
should work them-
selves out as we move 
forward in the years to 
come,” said Jones. “ All 
the off  season workouts 

and camps to get the 
fundamentals down will 
be our key. Th e group 
of girls from eighth 
through 10th grade are 
a group of workers and 
I’m excited for the future 
of this team. If the group 
pans out as is and no one 
else decides to come out 
for basketball next year 
we will have one fresh-
man, Kailyn Jones, and 
one senior, Ashely Cay-
ton, for next year. Really 
young and that’s what we 
need for rebuilding. Th is 
off  season will be loaded 
with camps and gym 
time for us.”

Th e Rocket jayvees 
were scheduled to host 
Bath County on Tues-
day of this week and it 
was “jayvee only” as the 
Chargers do not have a 
varsity team this winter. 
Friday will be jayvee and 
varsity at East Mont and 
Saturday the Rockets are 
home at 2 pm for a var-
sity only game with Al-
leghany. Next Monday, 
January 30, the girls are 
at Giles. 

Th e Roanoke College 
men’s volleyball team 
faced off  against Penn 
State-Altoona in their 
fi rst-ever home match and 
came away with a thrilling 
fi ve-set win over the Lions 
in front of over 500 fans at 
the C. Homer Bast Center 

last Saturday evening. Th is 
is the inaugural year for 
men’s volleyball at RC. 

After dropping the fi rst 
set, 24-26, the Maroons 
won the next two, 25-22 
and 25-16. Th e Lions tied 
things up with a 25-23 
win in the fourth set but 

RC put it was in the fi fth 
and deciding set to 15, 
15-10. Th ree Maroons 
reached double-digit kills, 
led by Michael Cum-
mins with 17.

Roanoke is at Mary-
mount College this Friday.

ROCKET BOYS HOST EAST MONT FRIDAY

ROCKET GIRLS ARE AT EAST MONT FRIDAY

MAROONS WIN FIRST EVER 
VARSITY VOLLEYBALL GAME

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Jackson Rutkowski(#1) goes up for a spike for the Maroons.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Kallie Fisher(#12) and Annabelle Gregory bring the ball up the floor.

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA LOUTHEN
Talon Ritter (#10) grabs a rebound against the Eagles.

Seth Parsons(#3) handles the ball.

Matthew Lucas drives to the hoop for the Rockets.


