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5th Annual Church Community 
Chili Cook-Off deemed a success 

Many say that home-
made chili creates a 
great atmosphere of fel-
lowship and good food. 

This year, the Fifth 
Annual Church Com-
munity Chili Cook-off 
was hosted by Grace 

Spring is definitely in 
the air with the warm 
weather days appearing 
so early and the Craig 
County High School 
football team is blooming 
with ideas to help fund its 
sports needs. 

On April 1, the team 
will be hosting the CCHS 
Varsity Football Spring 
Fling at the high school. 
Crafters and vendors are 
invited to register for an 
eventful day, from 9 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. 

Coach Jayke Dowdy 
shared that they have been 
working on this idea for a 
while and it seems to be 
coming together, just like 
a good football play does. 

They will also have 
Easter-themed crafts 
for the younger kids, 
including pin the tail on 
the Easter bunny. Candy 
and small prizes will be 

The Craig County Rockets football team is hosting 
a craft and vendor show on April 1 and encouraging 
community members to sign up and bring their goods to 
sell and to help the team raise funds for their upcoming 
season. 

The derby drivers in Craig County get an itching for more than just a few demolitions in Craig, so a few went 
out of town for a fun weekend of crashing and smashing. Baby Grant Oliver enjoyed his night, proving that it’s 
hard to keep a good man down, especially when he’s determined to win. More derby coverage can be found in 
an upcoming issue of The New Castle Record.

Derby drivers go out of town for demolitions 

PHOTO COURTESY OF METAL CARNAGE TV

CCHS Varsity Football 
Spring Fling set for April 1

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

Little Cindy Lou Who (Hunter Moore) showed up at 
McCleary Elementary School’s Dr. Seuss Day, looking 
as cute as ever as she joined many of her classmates 
in having a super Seuss day.

McCleary celebrates 
Dr. Seuss Day

Pam Dudding
Contributing writer

The winners of the 5th Annual Chili cook-off were elated. Andrew Durfee, of Saint John’s Catholic, took home 
the third-place trophy.  The second-place trophy went to Harper McKinley, of Craig Valley Baptist. The grand 
champion was Randy Stanley, of Grace Baptist. 

See Chili, page 2
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Baptist Church. The 
previous four were held 
at Craig Valley Bap-
tist Church, but they 
changed locations as 
they needed more space. 

All churches in Craig 
County were invited 
to enter as many chilis 
as they liked, and five 
churches took the plunge 

and the judging com-
menced among 14 dif-
ferent chili recipes. 

This year the at-
tendance multiplied, 
with almost 90 people 
attended the evening. 

There were free hot-
dogs and drinks for 
anyone who wished to 
eat.

Everyone was a 
judge. When partici-
pants came in, they 
were given ballots 
which were dropped in 
a cup where the chili 
the liked best was. 

Many people went 
back for a second try 
between their favorite 
two and three selec-
tions. 

There was home-
made cornbread and 
desserts to enjoy as 
well. 

All shared that this 
was the toughest chili 
cook-off yet to judge 
as they were all so de-
licious. Some shared 
that they were just 

wanting to get a little 
extra chili eating in, 
so they used that ex-
cuse, laughing. 

In all the votes, 
only three votes sepa-
rated the top three 
chilis. 

Andrew Durfee, of 
Saint John’s Catholic, 
took home the third-
place trophy.  The sec-
ond-place trophy went 
to Harper McKinley, 
of Craig Valley Bap-
tist. The grand cham-
pion was Randy Stan-
ley, of Grace Baptist.  

Rich Martindell, 
who has been one of 
the organizers since 
2019, said that he 
was glad Grace Bap-
tist Church offered 
to host the event this 
year.

He added, “The 
Grace Baptist mem-
bers were very gra-
cious and helpful 
hosting the event. 

COURTESY PHOTO

given to the kids. 
A fun photo booth will 

be available to take pictures 
in, which will have a 
backdrop and props. They 
have planned to have a 
“temporary” tattoo station 
as well. 

Crafters and vendors 
interested in this event, 
can sign up on their 
Facebook page: Craig 
County Rockets Football. 
Upon sign up, they will 
be contacted with specific 
information about the 
reserved space. 

The team is asking that 
each vendor and crafter 
donate one item to the 
team for their raffle. 

People coming in will be 
given a ticket and they can 
place it in the container of 
the drawing of their choice 
from the ones donated. 
Extra raffle tickets will be 
available for purchase also. 

The raffles will be drawn 

COURTESY PHOTO

See Spring Fling, page 2
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Carport Solicitation

Monroe Health Center is seeking to obtain sealed bids for the carports located 
at Forest Hill, Peterstown, and Craig County clinic locations. Your bid should 
include each carport that you wish to bid on. Each carport is made with 14 gauge 
metal, and measure 16’x20’ with 10’ legs. They each have one 36”x80” side 
door, one closed end, one open end, and four 24”x36” windows. Within each 
carport is an office that has insulation, wiring, framing and plywood that has been 
screwed together and is to be included in your bid. Monroe Health Center will 
remove electricity prior to removal. There is no reserve on any of the carports. 

Bids must include the following:
1. The following should be enclosed within a sealed envelope.
2. Your name, address and phone number.
3. Your maximum bid for each carport you wish to bid on. Please list a US dollar 
amount and location of the carport you are bidding on. 
4. Bids should be submitted to the following address:
Monroe Health Center 
Attn: Carport Sealed Bid
PO Box 590, Union, WV  24983

Failure to include the required information listed above will disqualify bids. Suc-
cessful bidder will be expected to pay by cash or certified check. Bids will be 
opened in public on March 31st, 2023 at the Union location in the large confer-
ence room at 2:00pm. Carports will go to the highest bidder. Bids must be re-
ceived by March 31st, 2023, or may be presented by 2:00pm if attending in per-
son. Successful bidders will be notified and it will be expected that all carports 
will be removed by June 1st, 2023. Bidder should have their own insurance, and 
will be expected to work on removal at times when the clinic is closed. Buildings 
must be removed entirely, and all screws and materials must be cleaned up leav-
ing no opportunity for punctured tires or trip hazards. Steel rods have been driven 
into the pavement and must be removed or ground off even with the pavement. A 
$500 deposit will also be submitted by the successful bidder and will be credited 
back to the bidder once the site is certified to have been cleared of all materials. 
To conduct a site visit and inspect a carport, please contact the office manager at 
any of the respective locations to schedule a visit. For any farther clarification, 
please contact Jim Nelson, CEO Monroe Health Center at 304-772-3064. 

Their fellowship hall and kitchen are 
large, and they couldn’t have done a 
better job as hosts.”  

“The competition was tight, and 
no chili was more than 10 votes be-
hind the winner,” Martindell shared. 
“Organizers, cooks, and tasters came 
together in an atmosphere of fun, 
competition and camaraderie. Long 
tables were covered with mountains 
of corn bread, deserts and all of the 
accruements needed to accompany 
the various chilis.”

The championship trophy will be 
engraved with the winning cook’s 
information and presented at Grace 

Baptist Church’s Sunday service. 
There it will remain until next year’s 
Church Community Chili Cook-Off 
when again, all churches in the Craig 
County/New Castle area are invited 
to participate. 

There was also uplifting musi-
cal entertainment provided by Mike 
King, Rev. Randy Spencer and Rick 
and Joe Francisco. 

“I had a great time picking at the 
chili cook-off,” Rick Francisco said. 
“I didn’t win but it was so much fun! 
Thanks to all who participated and 
to those who just came to eat some 
good chili.” 

Chili from page 1

This year, with more room to maneuver, Mike King, Rev. Randy Spencer and Rick 
and Joe Francisco got out the instruments and played music for the crowd. Some 
tapped their feet, some sang while others moved a bit in their seats, enjoying the 
great comradery and atmosphere that seemed to bring joy and peace.   
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Almost 100 community members attended the Fifth Annual Church Community Chili 
Cook-off and enjoyed the feast, fellowship and music. 
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SALEM—The 1940s 
were tumultuous and 
life-changing, full of joys 
and sorrows, uncertainty 
and hope. Noted local 
historian Nelson Harris 
has collected stories 

of events from this 
fascinating decade in his 
most recent book,  “The 
Roanoke Valley in the 
1940s.”

On Thursday, March 9 
at 7 p.m., Harris will give 

Nelson Harris book talk and 
signing set for this Thursday

a book talk as part of 
the Salem Museum’s 
Speaker Series. Sign 
copies of his books 
will be available for 
purchase. The event is 
in-person at the Salem 
Museum and will also 
be on Zoom. The link 
will be posted on the 
museum’s website, 
salemmuseum.org, on 
the morning of the 
talk.

In a six-year effort, 
Harris has meticulously 
documented the history 
of the Roanoke Valley 
from 1940-1949. By 
searching every edition 
of  “The Roanoke 
Times” between Jan. 1, 
1940 and January 1, 
1950, Harris gleaned all 
things noteworthy for 
the decade—in sports, 
business, religion, 
entertainment, civil 
r ight s ,  pol it ic s , 
municipal projects, 
disasters, crime and 
medicine—plus an 
assortment of the odd 
and unusual. 

The 650-page book 

is thoroughly indexed 
and enhanced with 300 
archival photographs 
from the collections 
of local museums, 
colleges, municipalities, 
organizat ions and 
individuals. Proceeds 
from the sale of the book 
will benefit the Salem 
Museum.

Harris is a native and 
former mayor of Roanoke. 
He has been the pastor 
of Heights Community 
Church since 1999 and 
is an adjunct faculty 
member at Virginia 
Western Community 
College. He holds degrees 
from Radford University 
and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He is a past president of 
the Historical Society of 
Western Virginia and is 
the author of twelve books, 
including  “Downtown 
Roanoke,” “Roanoke 
Valley: Then and 
Now,” “A History of 
Back Creek,” “Aviation 
inoanoke,”  and  “Hidden 
History of Roanoke.”

-The New Castle Record

Spring Fling from page 1

at the end of the day. 
The football team will have concessions there as 

well, so those interested can bring their whole family 
to shop, the kids can play games and do crafts and the 
parents can enjoy a meal while supporting the local 
Rocket football team. 

Booth fees are $40 for a 10-by-10 space. 
If those interested cannot go online to sign up, they 

are welcome to contact the school.
Currently 30 crafters and vendors have signed up. 

“And we are adding more every day!” Coach Dowdy 
said. 

“We truly appreciate our local crafters and vendors 
as we try to raise funds for our CCHS Varsity Football 
Program,” Dowdy shared. “We hope to have a great 
day for our community to enjoy as well as have a great 
fundraiser for our team.” 

PHOTO BY PIXABAY
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. European Common 
Market
  4. Poetic go quickly
  7. Parts per thousand 
(abbr.)
 10. Pigeon pea
 12. Sao __, city in Brazil
 14. Longest division of 
geological time
 15. __ Alto, California city
 16. Small terrestrial viper
 17. Coming after all others
 18. Penetrate with a sharp 
fork
 20. Still-hunt
 22. Chinese frying pan
 23. Cave-dwelling sala-
mander
 24. Any thick messy 
substance
 26. About the moon
 29. AKA Tao
 30. Jet cabin requirement

 35. Prince Hirobumi, 1841-
1909
 36. An easy return in a high 
arc
 37. Italian commune
 38. L. Comfort’s illuminator
 44. Foot digit
 45. Minute tunicate genus
 46. Green regions of desert
 48. Direct a weapon
 49. ___ de Janeiro
 50. Equestrian animals
 53. Acress Tomei
 56. Head of the RCC
 57. Twines
 59. Scientific workplace
 61. Minerals
 62. Hypothetical original 
substances
 63. Hit with the open hand
 64. Political action committee
 65. Winged goddess of the 
dawn

 66. W. states time zone
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Electronic data processing
  2. Man or boy (Br.)
  3. W. African nation
  4. Fault’s incline from vertical
  5. Method of birth control
  6. City founded by Xeno-
phanes
  7. Legumes
  8. Beckham’s spice girl
  9. Explosive
 11. 1936 Nobel winner Otto
 12. Greenbay teammate
 13. Brass that looks like gold
 14. School graduates
 19. Lively,  merry play
 21. Make indistinct
 24. Egyptian mythological 
figure associated with floods
 25. Washing sponge
 27. Old name for nitrogen

 28. Impounds for lack of payment
 29. Radiotelegraphic signal
 31. MN 55731
 32. Sun in spanish
 33. Helps little firms
 34. Cease living
 39. Flames up
 40. Egyptian sacred bull
 41. To wit
 42. Mire
 43. Bring two objects together
 47. Filths
 50. Israeli dance
 51. Oil cartel
 52. A particular instance of selling
 53. Microelectromechanical 
system
 54. Var. of 45 across
 55. Goat & camel hair fabrics
 56. Soda
 58. A firm’s operational head
 60. Seaport (abbr.)
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VDOT ROADWATCH
INTERSTATE 81

           
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 TO 
EXIT 141 –  A  $179 mil-
lion design-build project 
to widen both directions of 
I-81 between mile mark-
ers 136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is set to 
begin. Starting in Febru-
ary and continuing into 
the early summer, work 
will be performed on the 
inside and outside shoul-
ders along a five mile sec-
tion of both northbound 
and southbound Interstate 
81 in Roanoke County 
and the city of Salem. The 
shoulders will be built up 
before barrier wall can be 
installed for road crews to 
work behind. Barrier wall 
will be installed along the 
shoulders in the spring and 
summer. Two lanes of I-81 
traffic in each direction 
will remain open during 
the project with periodic 
lane closures scheduled 
during nighttime hours or 
outside of peak travel times 
as needed.   Drivers can 
expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming im-
pacts on northbound and 
southbound I-81:

TRAFFIC SHIFT 
ON WILDWOOD 
ROAD:  Expect a traffic 
shift with narrow width on 
Wildwood road after exit-
ing I-81 southbound head-
ing towards Salem. South-
bound and northbound 
I-81 exit and entrance 
ramp narrows possible at 
Route 311.
WORK ZONE SPEED: 

With narrow spacing in 
lanes due to barrier walls, 
lack of shoulders and lane 
shifts in various locations, 
drivers should adhere to 
posted 60 mph speed lim-
its in the work zone and al-
low space when following a 
vehicle.

RAMP CLO-
SURES:  Ramp closures 
are possible during night-
time hours, 12 a.m., to 5 
a.m. Drivers should watch 
for message boards dates 
and times the ramp will be 
closed.

LANE CLO-
SURES:  Alternating left 
and right lane and shoul-
der closures during night-
time hours between 8 
p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Thursday, are pos-
sible.  Lane widths will be 
reduced to 11 feet.

Northbound lane clo-
sures from I-81 mile mark-
er 136 to 141.

Southbound Lane clo-
sures from I-81 mile mark-
er 141 to 136.

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 

right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

Northbound I-81 lane 
closures from mile marker 
138 to 142

The project also includes 
replacing six bridges, wid-
ening two bridges, install-
ing approximately 2.6 
miles of sound barrier walls 
along northbound I-81, 
improving the southbound 
exit 137 off-ramp intersec-
tion at Wildwood Road 
and adding interchange 
lighting at exits 137, 140 
and 141 are also included 
in the project.  Expected 
completion in early 2026. 

 
I-81 NORTHBOUND 

AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY  –  Traffic 
on northbound I-81 has 
been switched onto  the 
newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at 
the Montgomery/Pu-
laski County line. The 
old bridge is being demol-
ished.  Lane and shoulder 
closures may be in place 
near exit 105. Lane closure 
may be in effect during the 
week from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Shoulder closures may be 
in effect at any time during 
the week. Slow rolls may 
be performed on I-81 in 
the north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 98 
to 109. Speed limit is re-
duced to 60 miles per hour 
in the work zone. Shoul-
der closures will remain 
in place though the dura-
tion of the project. Project 
completion is estimated 
by summer 2023.

SLOW ROLLS:  A 
slow roll operation may 
be in place daily, Monday 
through Friday,  between 
mile marker 101 and 105 
northbound and between 
mile marker 109 and 105 
southbound, between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

LANE CLO-
SURES:  Nighttime alter-
nating lane closures will 
be in place on I-81 north-
bound between mile mark-
ers 104-106 from 7 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing.

ROUTE 605:  Alter-
nating lane closures and 
flagging operations will be 
present on Route 605, lo-
cated under the New River 
Bridge, for work overhead 
on the bridge.

SLOW ROLLS:  Slow 
rolls may be utilized peri-
odically on both the north-
bound and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 98-
109 for structural steel de-
liveries and setting beams.

 
I-81 BRIDGE DECK 

REPAIRS –  Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile mark-
ers 170 to 95, right and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

INTERSTATE 581

ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 
WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –
Bridge work is underway 
on Route 11 (Williamson 
Road). Intermittent and 
alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue are still 
possible. Intermittent day-
time and nighttime lane 
closures between the inter-
sections above may still be 
required utilizing flagging 
operations. Any impacts to 
I-581 will be minimal. Ex-
pected completion  Spring 
2023.

 
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS  – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.   Lane 
closures may be in place 
during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

 
I-581/220 LANE & 

RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN ROANOKE 
COUNTY–  Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
milling and paving along 
Interstate 81. Right and 
left lane closures will be 
in place along northbound 
and southbound lanes dur-
ing nighttime hours. Driv-
ers should expect possible 
delays.

 
ROANOKE CITY

 
13th  STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR  – A project 
to improve a portion of 
13th Street SE in Roanoke 
is underway.  Located in a 
residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown Roa-
noke, this project will im-
prove traffic flow and con-
nectivity along 13th Street 
SE from Tazewell Avenue 
to Norfolk Avenue. The 
project entails recon-
structing about 0.2-mile 
of 13th  Street as an im-
proved, two-lane roadway 
with 10.5-foot-wide travel 
lane and a raised median. 

A new roadway will extend 
13th Street to Norfolk Av-
enue and the intersection at 
13th  Street and Wise Av-
enue will be reconfigured to 
include a roundabout. Bike 
lanes, sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will 
also be added. Southbound 
13th Street traffic has a de-
tour in place using Norfolk 
Avenue onto 12th  Street 
to Tazewell Avenue. This 
detour will be in place 
throughout the duration 
of this project. Signs will 
be posted to designate the 
detour route. Northbound 
13th  Street will remain 
open to traffic. Flaggers may 
be possible and the speed 
limit through the work zone 
is 25 mph. Drivers should 
expect intermittent flagging 
operations on Wise Avenue 
when necessary. The project 
is expected to be completed 
in summer 2023.

TRAFFIC PATTERN 
CHANGE:  Northbound 
traffic is switched to 
the northbound lane of 
13th  Street. Southbound 
traffic will still be detoured 
around the work zone.

 
ROANOKE COUNTY
 
STARKEY ROAD 

AND BUCK MOUN-
TAIN ROAD ROUND-
ABOUT –  On  Mon-
day, March 13, a road project 
to construct a single-lane 
roundabout at the intersec-
tion of Route 904 (Starkey 
Road) and Route 679 (Buck 
Mountain Road) will begin. 
Drivers should be aware of 
a new three-way stop to be 
implemented in the work 
zone at the intersection. The 
new roundabout is expected 
to be open to traffic some-
time this summer. Once the 
roundabout is open, drivers 
should still expect lane clo-
sures with flaggers control-
ling traffic for final paving, 
additional concrete pour-
ing and pavement marking 
until the project is finished. 
Final completion expected 
in late spring 2024.

THREE WAY 
STOP:  Stop signs will be 
in place on each road ap-
proaching the intersection. 
This means drivers on Buck 
Mountain Road who do 
not stop currently will be 
required to stop while the 
intersection is under con-
struction.

FLAGGING OPERA-
TIONS:  Throughout the 
life of the project, flaggers 
may control traffic between 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily so 
motorists should expect de-
lays.

TRAFFIC SHIFTS:  In 
addition, drivers should also 
be alert to traffic shifts and 
changing traffic patterns 
while the roundabout is un-
der construction.

 
BLUE RIDGE PARK-

WAY CLOSURE –  The 
Blue Ridge Parkway will be 
repairing slope failures and a 
culvert failure at mile mark-
er 127.9. A 15-mile stretch 
of the Parkway, mile marker 
121.4 to 136, will be closed 
to all uses including cyclists, 
pedestrians and drivers. De-
tour signs to detour traffic 
around the Bent Moun-

tain section of the Parkway 
will be in place. Traffic will 
be rerouted to Route 220 
south to Route 419 north 
to Route 221 south. Traffic 
traveling north on the Park-
way would be reversed. The 
detour is expected to be in 
place until 2023.

  
BOTETOURT 

COUNTY
 
ROUTE 43 CLOSURE 

DUE TO ROCKSLIDE 
- Route 43 in Eagle Rock is 
closed due to a rockslide lo-
cated on Route 43 to left of 
bridge from Route 220 to-
wards Clifton Forge. Route 
43 is open heading towards 
the town of Eagle Rock 
and Buchanan. The area 
has been assessed and due 
to activity and upcoming 
weather impacts, the road 
will remain closed until 
next week. Work has been 
scheduled to begin on Mon-
day, March 6, weather and 
activity pending.

 
DALEVILLE INTER-

SECTION PROJECT 
FOR FIELDSTONE DE-
VELOPMENT ACCESS 
– Lane closures northbound 
and southbound on Route 
220 in Daleville will be in 
place for construction of a 
median with crossover, a 
right turn lane and a new 
traffic signal. This work is 
associated with construc-
tion of the Fieldstone De-
velopment. Lane closures 
will be set up on various 
days in early 2023.

 
ROUTE 11 BUCHAN-

AN BRIDGE PROJECT 
-  A construction project 
on the Route 11 Bridge in 
the Town of Buchanan is 
underway. Water Street 
is closed for the duration 
of the project and drivers 
should expect periodic lane 
closures with flagging op-
erations to be in place dur-
ing daytime hours. Message 
boards are present to alert 
and update drivers. Expect-
ed completion in  summer 
2023.

 
ROUTE 611 (GREY-

LEDGE ROAD) –  A. 1.5 
mile section of Route 611 
(Greyledge  Road)  is closed 
due to flooding that dam-
aged the roadway. Extensive 
repairs will be needed and 
a detour will be in place. 
There is no estimated time 
for the road to reopen.

 
CARROLL COUNTY

ROUTE 645  CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT  – Partial  removal 
and demolition of the exist-
ing culvert on Route 645 
(Stone Mountain Road) is 
underway. The road will be 
closed for removal of exist-
ing culvert and installation 
of a new box culvert. A de-
tour will be in place at the 
intersections of Route 645 
and Route 618 and Route 
645 and Route 638. Esti-
mated completion is  April 
2023.

 
ROUTE 52 UTILITY 

WORK -  APCO will be 
upgrading overhead power 
lines adjacent to Route 52 

from the Town of Hillsville 
traveling northbound along 
Route 52. Shoulder and 
lane closures are possible.

 
CRAIG COUNTY

ROUTE 626 CLO-
SURE  - On  March 13 at 
8 a.m., Route 626 (Bethel 
Church Road) will be 
closed to traffic for a bridge 
replacement with a concrete 
slab. The bridge is located 
between Route 624 Little 
Mountain Road) and Route 
42 (Cumberland Gap 
Road). A detour will be in 
place. The bridge is sched-
uled to reopen by the end of 
the day on March 16, 2023. 

 
ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK  – 
Temporary signals control 
traffic across the bridge and 
will be in place throughout 
the project. Construction 
will begin on  the north-
bound side of the bridge 
and once completed, work 
will switch to the south-
bound side.  In addition, a 
section of Route 646 (Al-
len Street) between Route 
650 and Route 311 will be 
closed during construction 
and a signed detour will 
be in place. All traffic will 
be detoured to Marshall 
Street and Kanawha Street 
to access either 311 or the 
homes located off Allen 
Street.  Speed limit will be 
reduced to 35 mph in the 
work zone with a width 
restriction of 9 feet.  Driv-
ers should expect delays 
and allow extra travel time 
through the work zone. 
Weather permitting, the 
bridge is expected to be 
open to traffic by the  late 
spring 2023.

T R A F F I C 
SWITCH:  Traffic is us-
ing the southbound lane to 
the northbound lane while 
work continues. South-
bound lanes are closed. 
Temporary traffic signals 
will continue to direct traf-
fic and message boards will 
notify drivers.

  
MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY

ROUTE 8 PEDESTRI-
AN IMPROVEMENTS 
– On March 10,  work 
will begin to construct 
pedestrian improvements 
on Route 8 in Riner. The 
work zone will begin at 
the intersection with Route 
669 (Union Valley Road) 
and will end at the current 
site of the Atlantic Union 
Bank. Drivers should ex-
pect shoulder closures to be 
in place and flagging op-
erations between the hours 
of 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
through the start of the 
project until May 24, end 
of the school year. Once 
the school year is complete, 
lane closures will expand in 
hours to 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Ex-
pected completion is  sum-
mer 2023.

A single lane closure is 
planned for  Wednesday, 
March 8 through Friday, 
March 10  between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Upcoming public 
meetings in Craig

Upcoming public meetings in Craig 
County:

March 15
A CPMT meeting at CPMT – 

Department of Social Services will be at 1 
p.m.

March 20
The New Castle Town Council will 

meet from 7-8 p.m. at the New Castle Town 
Hall at 339 Market Street in New Castle.

March. 21
Rep. Morgan Griffith will hold a citizen 

comment period from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
courthouse breakroom. 

April 17
The New Castle Town Council will 

meet from 7-8 p.m. at the New Castle Town 
Hall at 339 Market Street in New Castle.

April 18
Rep. Morgan Griffith will hold a citizen 

comment period from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
courthouse breakroom. 

April 19
A CPMT meeting at CPMT – 

Department of Social Services will be 
at 1 p.m.

May 15
The New Castle Town Council will 

meet from 7-8 p.m. at the New Castle 
Town Hall at 339 Market Street in New 
Castle.

May 16
Rep. Morgan Griffith will hold a 

citizen comment period from 9-10:30 
a.m. in the courthouse breakroom. 

May 17
A CPMT meeting at CPMT – 

Department of Social Services will be 
at 1 p.m.

-The New Castle Record 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTORY

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

home~auto~business~farm~life~health

www.guthrieinsuranceva.com
guthrieinsurance@yahoo.com
licensed in va, wv, tn & nc 

angie guthrie-Ponton
owner/agent
angie@guthrieinsurance.net

leann croy
office manager/csr

leann@guthrieinsurance.net

guthrie insurance agency inc.

Need a quote or policy information?
PH: 540-864-6688

Text: 540-486-2970

207 Main Street, New Castle • (540) 864-6688

Guthrie Insurance Agency

Angela Guthrie-Ponton, Owner/Agent
We Insure Farms

Paitsel Funeral Home
VISIT OUR WEBSITE ONLINE AT WWW.PAITSELFH.COM

ONLINE OBITS,  CONDOLENCES, DIRECTIONS,
COMMUNITY SERVICES,  ON-LINE PRE-ARRANGEMENTS.

SIGN IN AT THE GUEST BOOK 
AND GIVE US YOUR THOUGHTS

PO Box 326, 286 Main Street  •  New Castle, Virginia
540-864-5142

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

Phone: (540) 864-6390     Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams  * X-ray Services 
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care

*Mental Health Services  * Well Baby Checks 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Classified Advertising
Really Works!

Call (540) 389-9355

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

To advertise in this space,
call Randy Thompson

at 540-230-1129
advertising@mainstreetnewspapers.com

OPINION

Morgan 
Griffith
Representative

Library Corner
Raven 

Meadowbrook

It is said that one 
of the reasons human 
civilization has progressed 
so rapidly is because 
of the development 
of the written word. 
Documents could then 
be easily passed over long 

The issue of banning books

News from the 9th

Several federal issues I 
am passionate about have 
been in the news lately.

First, in regards to the 
safety of unaccompanied 
minors who have crossed 
the border. Second, is 
the debate over whether 
COVID-19 originated 
from a bat or from a lab 
incident.

On the first matter, I 
visited Fort Bliss, Texas, 
in May of 2021. Part of 
my trip included visiting 
the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) 
facility there. ORR is the 
agency within the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) 
tasked with placing 
unaccompanied minors 

distances and through 
the generations. In 
today’s rapidly exploding 
information technology, 
the changes in our 
civilization are spiraling 
upward exponentially. 

The idea of banning 
books puts a lid on 
the information in 
those books. How do 
you suppose it can be 
determined by one entity 
that someone else’s 
information should be put 
in the dark? Who would 
be the entity? Parents of 
children? Schools? The 
government? Librarians? 

We face this dilemma 
not just with books, 
but with other types 
of media such as the 
internet where battle 
lines are being drawn 
with social media giants, 
with religious entities, 
and political entities. 

Should parents shield 
their children from 
damaging input from 
any source? I think we 
can all agree that yes, it 
is part of being a parent. 

But should we create 
an artificial world for the 
children where they think 
everyone is blank. Plug in 
the blank with any word: 
white, black, Christian, 

Muslim, heterosexual, 
racist, Democrat or 
Republican?

I think we can agree 
that a realistic world is 
a more honest approach. 
That is why we take 
children to museums, 
to travel on vacation, to 
school trips, to summer 
camp. There they can 
see and experience a little 
more of this big world. 

Here is another point 
that I think we can all 
agree on. There are age-
appropriate books that 
we entrust our teachers 
and librarians to select 
for their libraries. 

In a public library 
that serves everyone of 
all ages equally, there 
must be books and 
media for all ages. People 
who are old enough to 
have a library card are 
allowed to choose their 
own materials. It is 
fair to say that input 
and book requests are 
considered by librarians 
in every library. Making 
wise choices is a skill 
learned from parents and 
it is practiced buy our 
children every day.

Giving so much 
attention to banned 
books fosters that 
curiosity about, “what 
could possibly be in 

with a sponsor in the 
United States.

During my visit, I 
asked questions using my 
perspective as a lawyer 
who used to do custody 
cases and it became clear 
that ORR was not doing 
proper background checks 
on these sponsors. I also 
determined there was not 
significant collaboration 
with law enforcement 
when vetting sponsors and 
the “public records check” 
they were using was a 
type of widely available 
internet search engine. 
Unacceptable!

When HHS Secretary 
Xavier Becerra came before 
the Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Health 
in April 2022, I again 
expressed my concern over 
ORR’s vetting process. As 
I said to the Secretary, if 
this was a typical custody 
case involving American 
citizens, someone would 
be in trouble for this level 
of disregard for the child’s 

safety. Either the attorneys, 
the department of social 
services, or the judge 
would be in hot water 
for not requiring a more 
complete background and 
home check.

Secretary Becerra 
disagreed with my 
characterization of ORR’s 
vetting process.

Notwithstanding the 
Secretary’s opinion, a 
September 2022 Inspector 
General study related to 
the operation at Fort Bliss 
solidified my concerns. 
They too raised issues of 
negligence.

At the E&C 
Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigations field 
hearing I conducted 
in McAllen, Texas, on 
February 8th, I once again 
raised these issues.

Further, on February 
25th, the New York 
Times published their 
investigation into a series 
of troubling examples 
of exploitation of 
unaccompanied minors.

It included many 
stories of middle and high 
schoolers placed with 

sponsors looking to profit 
from their labor, forced to 
work long hours in poor 
and dangerous conditions.

The findings of the New 
York Times investigation 
is evidence of the results 
from ORR’s negligent 
vetting process. This is 
what I feared when I first 
raised my concerns.

Unfortunately, until 
we slow or stop the flow 
of illegal unaccompanied 
minors, their exploitation 
will continue to be an 
issue.

It is critical we provide 
oversight to ensure 
the safety of children 
for which, rightly or 
wrongly, we have accepted 
responsibly.

As Chairman of the 
Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee on E&C, I 
will be pushing Secretary 
Becerra for more 
information and hope to 
have additional hearings 
on this subject.

The second matter is 
COVID-19 origins.

Since the onset of the 
pandemic and the search 
for its origins, I’ve stated 

As part of its role in community health, your 
local health department is committed to ensuring 
that all Virginians have access to reproductive health 
services. The Roanoke City and Alleghany Health 
Districts (RCAHD) offices employ a clinical team 
with doctors, physician assistants, nurses and skilled 
support staff who work together to provide a range 
of services to keep both adults and teens healthy.

The RCAHD Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(STIs) program aims to prevent the spread of sexually 
transmitted infections through education, outreach, 
and clinical services. STI clinics offer counseling, 
testing, treatment, and partner referral services for 
patients at risk of or currently experiencing STIs.

The RCAHD Family Planning program offers 
clinic services to provide individuals with the ability 
to decide if they want to have children and if so, how 
many and how far apart they want to space them. 

A broad range of effective medical and educational 
services are available including:

Access to many types of birth control methods
Yearly sexual health exams, including breast 

exams and Pap smears
Counseling
Education about family planning and infertility
All services are confidential. We accept many 

insurance plans, and for those individuals who do 
not have insurance, costs for services are based on 
a sliding scale.

In addition to clinic services, RCAHD staff also 
work with the local Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Collaborative to raise awareness about the 
importance of reducing teen pregnancies in the 
community. Teen pregnancies are a public health 
matter because adolescent mothers are more likely 
to drop out of school, have post-partum depression, 

Overview of RCAHD 
reproductive health

that we cannot rule out 
a lab incident. As time 
passed, in late 2020 or 
early 2021 I came to 
the conclusion there is 
substantial circumstantial 
evidence favoring a lab 
source.

In early February 2023, 
I held a hearing examining 
the federal response to 
COVID-19. National 
Institute of Health 
(NIH) Director Dr. 
Lawrence Tabak testified 
during the hearing 
that the coronavirus 
studied at the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology in 
Wuhan, China, bore 
no resemblance to that 
of COVID-19 and 
therefore, could not have 
been the source of the 
pandemic.

But how could they 
know? As I pointed out 
in the hearing, the NIH 
has years of missing 
coronavirus data from 
their grantee EcoHealth 
Alliance and EcoHealth’s 
sub-award grantee, the 
Wuhan Institute.

While standing with 
the minority opinion for 

years that a lab incident 
was the likely culprit, a 
few days prior to writing 
this column, multiple 
outlets reported the U.S. 
Energy Department had 
determined that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
most likely arose from 
a laboratory leak. This 
follows a May 2020 
report by the Department 
of Energy’s Lawrence 
Livermore National 
Laboratory that a lab 
incident hypothesis was 
plausible and should be 
investigated further.

While we are 
still waiting on the 
decla ssi f icat ion of 
Energ y ’s  repor t s , 
news reports cite new 
intelligence and analysis 
led the Department to 
switch their position 
from undecided to a lab 
incident.

Energy is now the 
second government 
agency, along with the 
FBI, to adopt this theory.

Over the next two 
years, I will do everything 
I can to get to the truth 
on COVID-19.

See Books, page 5 See RCAHD, page 5
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church 
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program. 
Rev. Charles Stacy.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: 
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228.  Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery 
provided).  Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p.  Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, call for 
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek), 
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on 
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices 
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay”, 864-8984. Sunday School 
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from 
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520. 
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST
Pastor Kevin Altizer, Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle. 
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship 
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) & 
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch 
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School 
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.

HEBRON UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Rodney Longmire, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd., New Castle, 
540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School 
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am, 
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies 
meeting  rst Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday: 
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, Jonathan Lee, pastor, 864-6622. 
Sunday: Worship Service 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15 a.m.,  Sun-
day School 10:30 a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE” 

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday 
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If 
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on 
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 864-8242, Sunday 
Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm.

PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting 
God’s Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship 
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM, 
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Tel: 540-473-3691. Email: StJohnnewcas-
tle@gmail.com. Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!’

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual 
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don’t 
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.

ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical 
Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit 
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on 
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

or email at advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

there?” The Library of VA 
celebrates Banned Books 
Week in October 2023 
with readings from the 
most challenged books 
of the year. Banned 
books are becoming 
a celebrated thing. So 
maybe its wisest just to 
be a good parent or a 
good librarian and pick 
our battles elsewhere.

Many previously 
banned books like 
George Orwell’s “1984” 
turn out to be required 
reading in some schools. 
You have heard the 
saying that “one mans 
trash is another man’s 
treasure.” That might 
apply to banned books! 

Through reading we 
can experience infinite 
parts of the world we live 
in.  With books, there are 
stories, based on truth 
or fantasy. Reading gives 
one a unique viewpoint 
to consider in these 
stories. A simple book 
like” A Walk across 

Books from page 4

and give birth to infants 
of low birth weight 
compared to women 
who have children later 
in life.

The goal of the Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention 
Collaborative is to 
support and empower 
teens to make the best 
choices for their own 
reproductive health. We 
work with partners who 
serve youth throughout 
the Roanoke Valley 
and A l leghany 
Highlands to improve 
communication and 
create systems to expand 
access to reproductive 
health services.

We need your input! 
To better understand 
the reproductive health 
needs and experiences 
of youth and their 
caregivers, this spring 
health department 
staff are conducting 
community listening 
sessions. We want to 
hear directly from teens 
and caregivers of teens 
on what is challenging, 
and what resources 
would be helpful.

Evening and 
weekend listening 

RCAHD from page 4

OBITUARIES

Born on April 1, 1958, 
Wesley “Bud” Whiting 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family 
on Feb. 28, 2023.

Bud lived his entire 
life as a proud resident 
of Craig County, Virginia 
where he roamed the 
mountain sides and 
creek banks hunting and 
fishing throughout the 
majority of his life. He 
was a feisty and outspoken 
character who lived life to 
the fullest and loved his 
friends and family with 
all of his heart.

Bud met his beloved 
wife Melissa in 1985 
and they married exactly 
one year from the day 
they met, on December 
13, 1986, and started 
their family in Craig 
County where they 
proudly raised their two 
daughters, Rachel Leigh 
and Carly Austin. Bud 
was an amazing girl dad 
and took pride in the 
years he spent watching 
them grow up, play 
volleyball, and eventually 
get married and start 
families of their own. 
Bud was extremely proud 
that Melissa retired early 
from her position as 
the principal of Craig 
County High School to 
take care of him in the 
final years of his life.

Bud was a hard worker 
with an incredible work 
ethic and loved his 
co-workers at the U.S. 
Forest Service, Coca-Cola, 
and Norfolk Southern. 
The day he received his 
locomotive engineer 
license was one of the 
proudest moments of his 
life and he could reminisce 
about train stories “all 
the live-long day.” More 
recently, he grew to love 
his National Pools family 
and their “work hard/play 
hard” way of life.

Bud was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Joe Parker Whiting, his 
brother-in-law Butch 
Harnack, and a multitude 
of close friends. He is 
survived by his mother, 
Patsy Whiting; wife, 
Melissa Whiting; 
daughter, Rachel Lower 
(Brandon); daughter, 
Carly Teller (Wyatt); 
grandchildren Charlotte, 

Austin, and Brooks; sisters 
Diane Lugar (Alan), 
Loretta Keffer (Greg), Lisa 
Harnack, and baby brother 
Billy Joe Whiting (Cindy). 
He is also survived by 
many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends.

Grandaddy Bud loved 
his three grandbabies 
immensely and was 
happiest when he was 
spending time with them. 
One of his most cherished 
pastimes was playing 
music to accompany 
his sweet Charlotte 
while she danced and 
frolicked around the 
house. The family trip 
to The Greenbrier in 
January to spend time 
with his first grandson, 
Brooks, and his youngest 
granddaughter, Austin 
Kate, made memories 
that his family will 
cherish for lifetimes.

Bud’s family will 
forever be grateful for 
Nurse Sara and the staff 
at Lewis Gale’s Medical 
Intensive Care Unit 
for the excellent care 
provided and the support 
offered.

Bud’s memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 4, 2023 at 7 p.m. 
at Paitsel Funeral Home. 
The family will receive 
friends from 5- 7 p.m. 
prior to the service.

Whiting, Wesley ‘Bud’

The body of John 
Krippendorf was 
discovered on the 
afternoon of Thursday, 
March 2 by the Salem 
Police Department, 
according to a city news 
release. He was found in 
the southern quadrant 
of the city, just off 
Braeburn Drive. 

The 57-year-old 
Salem resident was 
reported missing 

Aila Boyd
aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Krippendorf

Body of John Krippendorf 
discovered by Salem police
Salem man had been missing since Feb. 9

COURTESY PHOTO

by family members 
last month after he left 
LewisGale Medical Center 
in the early morning hours 
of Feb. 9.

Reports of his 
disappearance surfaced 
in mid-February and a 
variety of law enforcement 
agencies and citizen  groups 
used various methods to 
locate him, according to 
the release.

On Thursday, the 

Salem Police Department 
was again searching the 
area where  Krippendorf 
was last seen when his 
remains were discovered at 
approximately 1:50 p.m. 

The medical examiner’s 
office positively identified 
the person in question as 
Krippendorf on Thursday, 
but an  official cause of 
death has not been 
determined.  

Currently, the Salem 
Police Department does 
not believe there is any 
evidence of foul play. 

America” had a profound 
impact on my life. Books 
can validate views, open 
new worlds, and teach 
life lessons. 

With social media 
we have a much, much 
bigger problem, for this is 
where young minds can 
really be indoctrinated 
for good or for bad. 
Because it is not obvious 
to loved ones when some 
folks are “on their phones 
all the time”, it is an 
insidious threat. The 
written word that appeals 
to some is enhanced with 
visual images and verbal 
information that is 
unfiltered. Wise choices 
ya’ll. You have heard 
the saying: Garbage in- 
garbage out? Choose 
wisely what information 
goes into the brain and 
wisdom will follow. 
Personal choice is a 
freedom that most of us 
would rather not give up.

What do you think 
about book bans? Should 

others regulate what 
librarians can put on 
the shelf? What do you 
think about books in 
public libraries vs books 
in a school library? 
Should a library board of 
trustees oversee the book 
and media collection in 
a public library or is a 
trained librarian a better 
choice? 

The Craig Library’s 
motto is “Empowering 
Individuals to build a 
stronger community. “ 
CCPL empowers you to 
make wise choices and to 
use your knowledge for 
the good of all. 

Library news:
There are over 300 

DVDs available in the 
library to purchase for 
just a couple of dollars 
each. Come get a bag 
full for these wet spring 
nights!

Sign up for the Route 
42 trash pickup with the 
library on March 25. 
Keep Craig Beautiful!

sessions in small groups 
will be held through May 
in both the Roanoke and 
Alleghany Highlands 
areas. In exchange for 
about 90 minutes of 
your time, participants 
will be provided with a 
complimentary dinner 
and $25 gift card. If you 
are a teen or caregiver of a 
teen (parent, grandparent, 
foster parent, or a 
coach, teacher, guidance 
counselor, etc) and would 
be willing to provide 
your input, please contact 
our Maternal and Child 
Health Coordinator at 
540-759-2578.

The Vi rg in ia 
Department of Health’s 
mission is to serve the 
community. Visit the 
VDH website (vdh.
virginia.gov) for a variety 

of health information, 
from general advice for 
parents on how to have 
The Talk with your teen, 
to specifics such as how to 
contact your local health 
department office for an 
appointment. 

-Christ ie Will s , 
Communications officer 
Roanoke City & Alleghany 
Health Districts

Be sure to ‘Like’ the New Castle Record on 
Facebook.
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STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

PLUS $1600 OFF
*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL? 

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/23. Each dealership is inde-
pendently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those 
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.(844) 945-1631CALL 

NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 3.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

FARMS/LIVESTOCK/FISH 

Live Fish for restocking 
ponds. Over 25 species avail-
able. We deliver. Colorful cat-
alogue upon request. Zetts 
Fish Farm P.O. Box 5 Inwood, 
W.V. 25428. Call 304-821-
4496, Cell 304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now Offering Financing!  
Ronnie Jenkins II Windows, 
Siding, Roofing and Gutters!  
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and 
power your home. Full in-
stallation services available. 
$0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE 
virtual in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$450+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Mem-

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

MAKE AN 
“A”

IN 
ADVERTISING!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

Positions Wanted

Quality Inn 
Hiring Full/Part Time 
Housekeeping and Front 
Desk. Apply in Person. 
Ph-540-639-3000 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 

pursuant to VA State 
Code 15.2-1719  

Radford City Police 
Department is advertising a 
list of found and unclaimed 
property which is currently 
being stored in our evidence 
room. If you have lost 
property and it matches the 
descriptions below, please 
call (540)731-3624 to 
identify and claim your 
property. 
Bicycles, Wallets, 
Backpacks, U.S. Currency, 
Cell Phones, Computers, 
Firearms, Flashlights, 
Chainsaws, Medical 
Equipment, Baby Strollers 
and Carriers, Tobacco 
Products, Hygienic 
products, Documents and 
Paperwork, Machetes, 
Knives, Personal Defense 
Devices, Keys, Purses, 
Jewelry, Coins, Cameras, 
Clothes, Radios, 
Electronics, Fishing 
Equipment, Construction 
Materials/ Equipment. You 
must show proof of 
ownership or provide a 
detailed description of your 
property.  All unclaimed 
property will be disposed of 
after April 1, 2023. 

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Notice is hereby given to all 
interested persons that the 
Board of Zoning Appeals of 
the City of Salem, Virginia 
will hold a public hearing, in 
accordance with the 
provisions of Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2309 of the 
1950 Code of Virginia, as 
amended, on March 23, 
2023, at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 114 North Broad 
Street, in the City of Salem, 
Virginia, to consider the 
following applications. 
 
Request of the City of 
Salem, property owner, and 
Roanoke County, project 
administrator, for a variance 
from Section 106-226.7 of 
the Code of the City 
of Salem, to allow 
construction of the 
greenway trail, extending 
from the existing trail on 
Salem City owned property 
(Tax Map # 178-4-1) near 
Kingsmill Drive to the 
Roanoke County owned 
property (Parcel ID # 
056.01-01-17.00-0000) near 
Riverside Nursery. Section 
106—226.7(A) 
states that no new 
construction shall be 
permitted, except where the 
effect of such development 
on flood heights is fully 
offset.  
 
 Request of the City of 
Salem, property owner, for 
a variance from Section 
106-226.7 of the Code of 
the City of Salem, to allow 
the bridge widening of 
Apperson Drive Bridge 
along with incidental 
greenway trail work on and 
near the 1600 block East 
Riverside Drive (Tax Map # 
259-2-1).  Section 
106—226.7(A) states that 
no new construction shall 
be permitted, except 
where the effect of such 
development on flood 
heights is fully offset.  
 
At this hearing, all parties in 
interest will be given an 
opportunity to be heard, 
present evidence, and show 
cause why such requests 
should or should not be 
granted. For additional 
information, contact the 
Office of the Zoning 
Administrator, 
21 South Bruffey Street, 
Salem, Virginia (Phone 
3753032). 
 
THE BOARD OF ZONING 
APPEALS OF THE CITY 
OF SALEM 
 
BY: Mary Ellen H. Wines, 
CZA, CFM 
 
Zoning Administrator 

Notice is hereby 
given to all 

interested persons 
that the City of 

Salem 
Planning Commission, at its 
regular meeting on March 
15, 2023, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 114 
N. Broad Street, in the City 
of Salem, Virginia, will hold 
a public hearing, pursuant 
to Sections 15.2-2204 
and 15.2-2285 of the Code 
of Virginia, as amended, to 
consider approval of 
the following requests 
relative to the CODE OF 
THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA: 
1. Consider the request of 
Michael O. Garst and Alan 
L. Garst, property owners, 
for rezoning the property 
located at 907 Florida Street 
(Tax Map # 185-5-9) from 
HBD Highway 
Business District to RSF 
Residential Single Family. 
2. Consider the request of 
Daniel N Suggs Excavating 
& Grading, Inc., property 
owner, and AM 
Transportation of 
Roanoke, LLC, contract 
purchaser, for the issuance 
of a Special Exception 
Permit to allow a truck 
parking facility on 
the property located at 2730 
West Main Street, (Tax Map 
# 174-5-1). 
 
Copies of the proposed 
plans, ordinances or 
amendments may be 
examined in the Office of 
Community Development, 
21 South Bruffey Street, 
Salem, Virginia. 
At said hearing, parties in 
interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to 
be heard relative to the said 
requests. 
 
THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA 
BY: 
James E. Taliaferro, II 
Executive Secretary 

Notice 
 is hereby given to all 
interested persons that the 
Council of the City 
of Salem, at its regular 
meeting on Monday, March 
27, 2023, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 114 N. Broad 
Street, in the City of Salem, 
Virginia, will hold a public 
hearing, pursuant to 
Sections 15.2-2204 and 
15.2-2285 of the Code of 
Virginia, as amended, to 
consider approval of the 
following requests relative 
to the CODE OF THE CITY 
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA: 
1. Consider the request of 
Michael O. Garst and Alan 
L. Garst, property owners, 
for rezoning the property 
located at 
907 Florida Street (Tax Map 
# 185-5-9) from HBD 
Highway Business District 
to RSF Residential Single 
Family. 
2. Consider the request of 
Daniel N Suggs Excavating 
& Grading, Inc., property 
owner, and AM 
Transportation of 
Roanoke, LLC, contract 
purchaser, for the issuance 
of a Special Exception 
Permit to allow a truck 
parking facility on 
the property located at 2730 
West Main Street, (Tax Map 
# 174-5-1). 
 
Copies of the proposed 
plans, ordinances or 
amendments may be 
examined 
in the Office of Community 
Development, 21 South 
Bruffey Street, Salem, 
Virginia. 
At said hearing, parties in 
interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to 
be heard relative to the said 
requests. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 
BY: 
H. Robert Light 
Clerk of Council 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

 The Virginia Department of 
Transportation and the 
Board of Supervisors of 
 Montgomery County, in 
accordance with Section 
33.1-70.01 of the Code of 
 Virginia, will conduct a joint 
public hearing in the 
Montgomery County 
 Government Center, 755 
Roanoke Street, 
Christiansburg, Virginia at 
7:15 p.m.  on Monday, 
March 13, 2023.  The 
purpose of this public 
hearing is to receive 
 public comment on the 
proposed Secondary Six-
Year Plan for Fiscal Years 
 2023/2024 through 2028/29 
in Montgomery County and 
on the Secondary 
System Construction 
Budget for Fiscal Year 
2023/24.  Copies of the 
proposed Plan and Budget 
may be reviewed at the 
Christiansburg Residency 
Office of the Virginia 
Department of 
Transportation, located at 
105 Cambria Street, 
 Christiansburg, Virginia or 
at the Montgomery County 
Government Center 
 located at 755 Roanoke 
Street, Christiansburg, 
Virginia. All projects in the 
 Secondary Six-Year Plan 
that are eligible for federal 
funds will be included 
 in the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP), which 
documents how Virginia will 
obligate federal 
transportation funds. 
Persons requiring 
 special assistance to attend 
and participate in this 
hearing should contact 
 the Virginia Department of 
Transportation at (540) 381-
7201.  Persons 
 wishing to speak at this 
public hearing should 
contact the Montgomery 
County 
 Government Center at 
(540) 382-6954. 

Legals - City of 
Salem

The best place to find it, sell 
it, buy it, & announce it.

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

ber. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258

FREE high speed inter-

net for those that qualify. 
Government program for 
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved 
one? Wondering about op-
tions like senior-living com-
munities and in-home care? 
Caring.com’s Family Advi-
sors are here to help take 
the guesswork out of senior 
care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obli-
gation consultation: 1-844-
494-0682

Legals 
Town of Vinton

INVITATION FOR 
BIDS 

 
The Town of Vinton 
 is accepting SEALED BIDS 
from interested landscaping 
contractors to perform 
mowing, general 
landscaping and snow 
removal services for the 
Vinton War Memorial.  The 
term of the mowing contract 
shall be for one year, with 
the option to renew for 
an additional four (4) one-
year term.  Sealed bids 
must be submitted to the 
Vinton War Memorial, C/O 
Chasity Barbour, 814 E. 
Washington Ave, Vinton, VA 
24179, on or before 
Monday, April 3, 2023, at 3 
p.m.  Bids must contain the 
Bidder’s company name 
and address, and be signed 
by the appropriate company 
representative.  No bids will 
be accepted after said 
time and date.  Bid opening 
will occur after 3 p.m. at the 
Vinton War Memorial, 814 
East Washington Ave, 
Vinton, VA.  Bid information 
can be acquired by 
contacting the Town 
Manager at (540) 343-
1508. The Town of Vinton 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.  The Town 
also reserves the right to 
award an individual or 
company who is not the low 
bidder if in its judgment, it 
would be in the best interest 
of the Town to do so. 
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BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

BONNIE JOYCE
REALTOR®

CELL: 540-309-5181
BonnieJoyceRealtor@gmail.com

BonnieJoyce.C21.com

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

Phone: (540) 864-6390     Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams  * X-ray Services 
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care

*Mental Health Services  * Well Baby Checks 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Warren Martin
Sales Manager

540-966-0688
PO Box 630

Daleville, VA 24083

warrenmartin@southerntracellc.com
www.southerntracellc.com

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com • www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience
Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 

Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring, 
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile, 
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Sunflooring Inc.

Specializing in Hardwood Floors, 
Ceramic Tile, Carpet, 

Complete Kit and Bath Remodels, 
& Wood Refinishing

STEVE SMITH

540-556-3100

With over 30 years of experience

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(Nielsen Fall 2022 book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS
To place a 

classified ad, call 
540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

 

Y0040_GHHHXDHEN23_SMAD_M

WHITNEY HOSEY
540-355-0894
(TTY: 711)
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Whosey@humana.com

Are you turning
65? Or new to
Medicare?

Call your local
licensed 
Humana sales
agent.

ATTENTION ATTENTION 
CRAIG CREEK SUPPORTERS

Your right of public access to Craig Creek is being 
threatened! A court case coming soon could make it a 
crime to float or paddle down Craig Creek.  If you are 
concerned, please call or email Bill Tanger at 
riverdancer1943@gmail.com or 540-266-0237. Join with 
others who have formed Friends of Craig Creek to stop this 
lawsuit.

King’s Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem

(540) 380-3901

• Housing Foundations
• Land Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Road Building
• Pond Building

• Septic Tanks
• Yard Grading

• Demolition Work
• Tandem & Tri-Axle

• Dump Truck Hauling

John King, President

Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured • Satisfaction Guaranteed

Specialized Saw & Mower, Inc.
3954 West Main Street, Salem

      (540) 380-3901

STIHL EQUIPMENT
New and Used Equipment & 
Parts Available on All Brands

Husqvarna • CubCadet • Toro • MTD • Murray • Echo
Poulan • Honda • Mulch • Top Soil • Fill Dirt • Firewood • Sand

Gravel • Brick Chips • (Tandem Truck Hauling • Excavating • Grading)

• John King, President
• Shelley Buchannan, Mgr.
• Rob Hogge, Service Mgr.
• Jo Maitland, Office Mgr.

• Credit Available
• Equipment Rental

• Pick Up & 
Delivery Available

Huge
Sale!

Beat the
Spring
Rush!

Beat the
Spring Rush!

Topsoil/Sand
Gravel/Mulch

Asphalt Milling

LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

(Sales and Service)

The Institute for Policy and Opin-
ion Research (IPOR) at Roanoke Col-
lege interviewed 680 adult residents of 
Virginia between Feb. 12 and Feb. 21 
in a survey addressing topics such as ap-
proval and favorability ratings for Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin and other political fig-
ures and the most important issues fac-
ing the commonwealth. The survey has 
a margin of error of 4.23%. 

 
Approval/favorability of political 

figures and direction of Virginia and 
country 

 
Youngkin’s approval rating is up 

five points from November with 57% 
of Virginians reporting that they ap-
prove of the way he is handling his job 
as governor (from 52% in November). 
His disapproval is also down six points 
from November (41% in November, 
35% now). While Youngkin’s favorabil-
ity rating is statistically unchanged, his 
unfavorable rating dropped five points 
to 35% (from 40% in November). These 
numbers mark Youngkin’s highest ap-
proval rating and lowest unfavorable 
rating recorded by the Roanoke College 
Poll during his time in office. Addition-
ally, significant partisan gaps are evi-
dent in Youngkin’s approval and favor-
ability ratings, including a 54-point gap 
in approval (35% of Democrats, 87% of 
Republicans) and 56-point gap in favor-

ability (29% of Democrats and 85% of 
Republicans). Virginians’ approval of 
the General Assembly is up four points 
from a year ago with 48% approving of 
the way the General Assembly is han-
dling its job (from 44% last February). 
There is also an 11-point partisan gap in 
approval of the General Assembly (57% 
Democrats, 46% Republicans).  

 
At the national level, President Joe 

Biden’s approval rating is down slight-
ly to 38% (from 41% in November), 
though that is within the survey’s statis-
tical margin of error. Similarly, Biden’s 
favorability rating is down four points 
to 40% and his unfavorable rating is 
up four points to 55% from 44% and 
51% in November, respectively. Former 
President Donald Trump’s favorability 
and unfavorable ratings are statistically 
unchanged from Roanoke College’s No-
vember 2022 poll. There are substantial 
partisan gaps in favorability ratings for 
both Biden and Trump, including a 
75-point gap for Biden (79% of Demo-
crats, 4% of Republicans) and 60-point 
gap for Trump (10% of Democrats, 
70% of Republicans). As for the U.S. 
Congress, Virginians’ approval rating is 
down four points to 23% (from 27% in 
November). 

 
When respondents were asked about 

whether things in the commonwealth 

are going in the right direction or have 
gotten off on the wrong track, there has 
been an 8-point increase to 55% who 
think things are going in the right di-
rection and 9-point decrease to 39% 
who think things have gotten off on 
the wrong track (from 47% and 48% 
in November, respectively). There is a 
modest partisan gap with 48% of Dem-
ocrats and 63% of Republicans think-
ing things in Virginia are going in the 
right direction. At the national level, 
27% think things are going in the right 
direction in the country and 69% think 
things have gotten off on the wrong 
track, which is statistically unchanged 
from the last poll (28% and 68% in 
November, respectively). There is a 
44-point gap in attitudes about whether 
things are going in the right direction in 
the country (50% of Democrats and 6% 
of Republicans). 

Most important issues in Virginia 
 
The Roanoke College Poll again 

asked Virginians what they feel is the 
most important issue facing Virginia 
today. A plurality (46%) of Virginians 
cited the economy, jobs or inflation as 
the most important issue in the com-
monwealth, though the percentage cit-
ing inflation has dropped five points 
to 22% (from 27% in November). (See 
full report on Virginia Consumer Senti-

ment here.) We found additional drops 
in concern about issues related to abor-
tion (9% in November, 5% now) and 
climate change (8% in November, 4% 
now). The percentage of Virginians who 
feel that crime is the most important 
issue in the commonwealth increased 
five points to 13% (from 8% in Novem-
ber). The percentage of Virginians who 
think other issues are most important 
remained relatively constant at 10% for 
gun policy, 4% for immigration, 5% for 
voting/elections, 4% for race issues and 
1% for COVID-19. 

 
Analysis  
 
“The story from this poll is that Vir-

ginians are more optimistic about the 
direction things are going in Virginia, 
though that sentiment does not trans-
late to their feelings about the direction 
of the country,” said Bryan Parsons, se-
nior political analyst at IPOR and the 
Roanoke College Poll. “While we see 
an eight-point increase in the percent-
age of Virginians who believe things are 
going in the right direction in Virginia, 
the poll also shows that Virginians re-
main pessimistic about the direction of 
the country with nearly seven in 10 say-
ing they think things are on the wrong 
track.” 

-The New Castle Record 

New Roanoke College poll from Feb. 12-21 released
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The Craig County recreation bas-
ketball leagues had their championship 
games last weekend at Craig County 
High School and big crowds showed up 
to watch the kids play.

On Saturday champions were crowned 
in the 10-12 year old leagues. In the boys 
final the Hornets beat the Bricklayers, 
37-31, and the Basket Chicks downed 
the Girl Trotters, 27-5, in the girls’ 10-
12 championship. 

There were also three semifinal games 
on Saturday in three divisions. The Spar-
kling Unicorns beat the Bobcats in 6-7 
girls, the Rockettes beat the Cyclones in 

8-9 girls and the Outlaws downed the 
Wildcats in 6-9 boys’ action.

On Sunday the three teams that won 
semifinal games went up against the top 
seeds in their divisions and there were 
some exciting finals. It started off with 
the Sparkling Unicorns defeating the 
Hotshots, 14-12, in 6-7 action, followed 
by the LadyBallerz topping the Rock-
ettes, 13-9, in the 8-9 girls’ champion-
ship game.

The day concluded with a thriller be-
tween the top-seeded Warriors and Out-
laws. When the dust settled the Warriors 
came out on top, 33-32.

RECREATION CHAMPIONS ARE CROWNED

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Hotshots versus Sparkling Unicorns

Lady Ballerz vs Rockettes

Warriors vs Outlaws


