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Annual Community Church Chili Cook-Off Feb. 24

Pam Duddin
Contributing writer

On cold winter days, there is
nothing more satisfying than a
bowl of steaming hot chili with
a side of homemade cornbread.

Craig Valley Baptist Church
and Grace Baptist are hosting
the 6th Annual Church Com-
munity Chili Cook-Off to en-
courage the people to get their
Crock-Pots out and start cook-
ing.

This year’s cookoff will be
held at Grace Baptist Church,
across the road from the Field
of Dreams at 159 Old Railroad
Avenue, on Saturday, Feb. 24
from 5-7 p.m.

This is a contest between
churches; however community
citizens are encouraged to at-
tend to be judges and enjoy a
free meal.

“Besides the competition,
there will be a great free meal
for people to enjoy,” organizer
Rich Martindell shared. “Any-

one can come and eat chili and

participate in the voting. The
only thing you need to bring is
your appetite!”

There will be free hotdogs
available, along with drinks and
desserts. Also, cornbread and
the usual chili sides will also be
there.

The Church Chili Cook-off
guidelines are:

Each church may enter up to
five chilis for the competition

Each chili will be presented
for tasting on tables in the com-
petition area

Upon entering the competi-
tion area, everyone will be given
a voting ticket

You will be able to taste the
chilis at your own pace

Place your ticket in the con-
tainer by the chili you judge as
the best

The chili with the most tick-
ets will be deemed the champi-
on, and the next two in second
and third place.

In the event of a tie, such as
they had last year, a mini re-
tasting will be held by those

present, with the chilis involved
in the tie (with new vote tickets
distributed).

The trophy will be presented
at the end of the cookoff.

“The Championship Trophy
Cup will go to the church of the
winning chili cook-off chef, to
be displayed until the next chili
cook-off in 2024,” Martindell
shared. “There will also be indi-
vidual trophies given to the top
three chili cook-off chefs.”

The church will have a new
engraved plate made to put on
the trophy and it will reside at
the winning church until next
years Church Community
Chili Cookoff.

Their hopes are to have many
participants to enter this year in
this fun and tasty event.

The competition will be held
at the church on 171 Salem
Avenue (on Route 311 across
from The Park), in New Cas-
tle. Participants may enter the
side door on the left side of the

church.

To enter the contest, or to

COURTESY PHOTO

Winners for 2023 Craig Valley Baptist/Grace Baptist Community
Church Chili Cookoff each received a trophy for the top three
places. The winning church will receive the heautiful large trophy
with an engraved plaque until next year’s cookoff.

ask questions, call the church
and leave a message at (540)
864-5667 or visit the website at
heep://www.craigvalleybaptist.
com.

“The real goal of the cook-off

is to encourage churches in the

area to do things together and
have a good, spirited competi-
tion and Christian camarade-
rie,” Martindell said. “As you
know, there are some really
good chili chefs in Craig Coun-
ty's churches.”
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Residents of New Castle Commons entertained with Valentine’s Tea

COURTESY PHOTOS

Craig Valley Chapter, NSDAR entertained residents at the New Castle Commons with a Valentine's Tea. Attendees first heard the 1860s love story of the couple known
professionally as Tom Thumb and Mrs. General Tom Thumb, then were served fresh-haked scones with clotted cream, cucumber sandwiches and a variety of fruit and
sweets. Pictured is a place setting with flowers and favors, chocolate covered strawherries, and the tea party in full swing. This event is one of the community service
projects done by the chapter. For information about DAR, please call Tina Crawford, Regent, 540-864-6216.

Virginia House of Delegates and Senate approve bills to
advance development of small modular nuclear reactors

Charlie Paullin
Virginia Mercury

Virginia’s House and Senate
have approved different versions
of legislation that could help
advance the deployment
of small modular nuclear
reactors in the state, despite
environmental and ratepayer
advocates’ concerns about the
costs utility customers could
bear for the yet-to-be-used
technology.

Legislation from Del. Israel
O’Quinn, R-Washington,
would allow Appalachian Power
Company to recover early
development costs for SMRs,
including expenses related to
“evaluation, design, engineering,
environmental analysis and
permitting, land option, and
early site permitting.” A similar
bill from Sen. Dave Marsden,
D-Fairfax, would apply to
both Appalachian Power and
Dominion Energy and allow
certain additional costs, such
as those related to federal
licensing, to be recouped.

“It’s all about getting to the
head of the line and putting
Virginia first in terms of the
supply chain for these when
they become reliable and a good
source of energy,” Marsden said
during a committee hearing.

O’Quinn too said
development needs to begin
“sooner rather than later so that
we can ... decide if it’s actually
feasible or not.”

But while both measures
gained enough support to clear
the chambers ahead of the
crossover deadline, not every
lawmaker was on board. Sen.
Travis Hackworth, R-Tazewell,
said Tuesday he couldn’t in
“good conscience” vote for
Marsden’s because of potential
rate increases it could produce.

Small modular reactors
are, as the name implies,
scaled-down  versions  of
nuclear reactors that can be
manufactured offsite and built
at lower cost than conventional
nuclear plants. Republican
Gov. Glenn Youngkin has been
particularly enthusiastic about
the technology, including it
in his four-year energy plan as
a way to provide around-the-
clock energy to the grid and
pushing for its development in
Southwest Virginia.

Currently, about 30% of
Virginias electricity comes
from nuclear power generated
at Dominion’s Lake Anna and
Surry facilities. Nuclear is also
a critical component of the
decarbonization plan laid out
in the 2020 Virginia Clean
Economy Act, which requires
the state’s utilities to transition
their non-nuclear energy use to
renewables by midcentury.

However, while the VCEA
allows the continued operation
of Dominion’s nuclear plants,
it removed language in Virginia
law that stated “planning and
development” activities for new

nuclear facilities were in the
public interest, a term used
to favor approvals. Last year,
Republicanlegislatorsattempted
to make nuclear qualify as a
renewable source under the law,
but Democrats in the Senate
rejected the proposal.

Both Appalachian Power and
Dominion have expressed
interest in using small modular
reactors.

In hearings this session on
O’Quinn and Marsden’s bills,
utility lobbyists have argued
the proposals would let the
companies conduct important
preliminary work.

“We're only looking for
the siting piece of it,” said
Larry Jackson, a lobbyist for
Appalachian Power, during a
committeehearingon O’Quinn’s
bill. “The reason were doing
that is the technologies with
small modular reactors aren’t
quite mature enough yet. We
wanted to go ahead and get this
first piece out of the way before
the technology has matured.”

Both Jackson and Dominion
lobbyist Bernard McNamee,
a former member of the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, said spreading
out costs over a longer period
of time would also prevent
customers from seeing a greater
rate increase at the time a
potential reactor is built.

“This is a reasonable process
in order to smooth out the cost
to customers,” said McNamee.

While both O’Quinn and
Marsden’s bills would give the
State Corporation Commission
the ability to review any
preliminary SMR  costs the
utilities ask to recover from
customers, there are some
differences between them.
Marsden’s would let the utilities
recover the costs of federal
approvals — expenses that can
cost millions — and equipment,
while O’Quinn’s would not.
Marsden’s bill would also limit
a utility to developing one SMR
site, although more than one
reactor could be located there.

The proposals are being
supported by groups including
the Virginia Manufacturers
Association, which has pointed
out Virginia companies like
Lynchburg’s BWXT are already
involved in SMR development.

“This is a homegrown
technology,” said Brett Vassey,
president and CEO of the
association. “This is entirely
a supply chain that we own,
including the fuel.”

But some environmental and
ratepayer groups have argued
any legislation should require
the utilities to prove there is a
need for an SMR and that it
a better option than alternative
technologies, rather than just
requiring the companies to
demonstrate to regulators that
their spending is “reasonable
and prudent”

“When hundreds of millions
of ratepayer money is at stake,

lawmakers should protect
Virginians from footing the
bill upfront for projects that
may never power their homes,”
said Laura Gonzalez Guerrero,
energy policy and regulatory
manager at Clean Virginia,
an organization started by
Charlottesville  millionaire
Michael Bills to counter
Dominion’s influence in the
General Assembly.

Critics also pointed to the
high-profile failure of plans
to expand the V.C. Summer
conventional nuclear plant
in South Carolina, which
was never completed but left
ratepayers on the hook for $2
billion in costs, and argued
the recent abandonment of
a $9.3 billion SMR project in
Idaho shows the technology
remains unproven.

Developing an SMR  “is
a risk,” said Peter Anderson,
director of state energy policy for
nonprofit Appalachian Voices.
“And we wonder why ratepayers
should be the insurance policy
for that process.”

Language in both bills would
allow state regulators to return
the proceeds of any sale of a site
acquired by a utility under the
law for an SMR to ratepayers.
Marsden’s bill would not require
a refund if the site was located
on an existing nuclear site.

Discussion on the bills will
now continue, as the Senate
takes up O’Quinn’s proposal
and the House Marsden’s.
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Library installs computer systems

New Castle Record Archives
from 1994.
A new computer research

program at the Craig County
High School library will allow
students to watch and hear the
being of the human heart.

The efforts of the School
Board and CCHS librarian,
Kimberly Hendrick, to update
the school’s electronic informa-
tion systems will bring state-of-
the-art computer software and
hardware to the library, mak-
ing hardback encyclopedias and
reader’s guide indices obsolete.

“This is the so-called software
of the year,” Hendrick said.
“We’re going to multi-media
with the rest of them.”

Rather than spending hours
searching through stacks of ref-
erence guides and periodicals
to find information they need,
students can pull up an article
on a computer and print it out
in minutes.

“That’s what they like-you
can just carry it out with you,”
Hendrick said. “If they’re going
to look up something, theyd

much rather use the computer

than fish through the books.”

The School Board allocated
a $5,000 stipend to Hendrick
for use in updating the library’s
computer research equipment
this year. After trying out a few
different systems, she settled on
the items at the top of her wish
list: NewsBank, a system which
stores newspaper and magazine
articles from 12 to 18 months
back; and the New Grolier Mul-
timedia Encyclopedia, a com-
pact disk which relays informa-
tion on everything from nuclear
fusion to the Beatles through
a combination of color anima-
tion, sound and motion.

“You're supposed to be able to
travel down the Amazon in it,”
said Hendrick.

By becoming familiar with
this new technology in high
school, Craig students who
continue their education after
graduation need not be over-
whelmed by the computerized
research systems they will find
in college libraries.

Students will be able to locate
atlases, histories, novels, poems,
articles and more through a

computerized index.

“You can print out a whole
map,” Hendrick said. “There’s
not much in here we can’t find.”

The librarian said the cost of
renting the compact disc hard-
ware and software will come to
$2,000 yearly, which provides
equipment and compact disc
subscription. Each disc con-
tains about 450 titles, and in-
formation is updated quarterly
to give students access to the

Library
installs

computer

systems

most recent topics in news, sci-
ence, literature and more.

Top priority will be giv-
en to funding the computer sys-
tem, with orders for most hard-
back reference books coming to

a halt.

narrated animation and sophis-
ticated graphics of the comput-

Hendrick predicts the

A new computer research program
at the Craig County High School li-
brary will allow students to watch and
_hear the beating of the human heart.
The efforts of the School Board and
CCHS librarian Kimberly Hendrick
to update the school’s electronic in-
formation systems will bring state-of-
the-art computer software and hard-
ware (o the library, making hardback

erized encyclopedias will attract
more student interest than the
plain text has in the past.

“It will be a really good
system,” Hendrick said. “Why
would you buy a hardback en-

cyclopedia when you can get |

this?”

-Prepared by Lisa King
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New census reveals a decrease in farms and farmland

WASHINGTON—According

to farm acres fell to 880 million, a loss

nation and in Virginia as well.

critical information for USDA in its

the recently released 2022 Census of
Agriculture data, Virginia is trending
with the nation in terms of fewer
farms and less farm acreage than in
2017, when the previous census was
conducted.

In 2022 there were 38,995 farms
in the commonwealth compared to
43,225 in 2017. Farm acreage was 7.3
million in 2022, down from almost 7.8
million in 2017.

In Virginia, the number of small and
medium farms—those under 1,000
acres—all decreased in numbers. But
farms from 1,000 to 5,000 or more
acres increased slightly—from 1,340 in
2017 to 1,367 five years later.

Nationally, the number of farms
and farm acreage also decreased from
2017 to 2022. According to the 2022
census, there were 141,733 fewer farms
in 2022 than in 2017. The number of

of more than 20 million acres in five
years.

“The latest census numbers put in
black and white the warnings our
members have been expressing for
years,” said AFBF President Zippy
Duvall. “Increased regulations, rising
supply costs, lack of available labor
and weather disasters have all squeezed
farmers to the point that many of
them find it impossible to remain
economically sustainable.

“Family farms not only help drive
the economy, they allow the rest of
the nation the freedom to pursue
their dreams without worrying about
whether there will be enough food in
their pantries.”

Average farm production expenses,
which include things like equipment,
crop inputs, livestock, animal feed,
labor and more, increased across the

The census also found that the
average age of farmers continues to
increase. In the commonwealth, the
average age of a farmer in the 2012
Census of Agriculture findings was
57.2. Ten years later, it had increased
to 59.2.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service conducts the Census
of Agriculture every five years. The data
collected provides valuable insights
into demographics, economics, land
use and activities on U.S. farms and
ranches.

In addition to tracking the number
of farms and amount of farmland, the
census tracks the value of agricultural
products, the use of renewable energy-
producing systems and characteristics
of farm operators themselves.

“The Census of Agriculture provides

work to ensure farms of all types and
sizes have the support that they need,”
said Tony Banks, senior assistant
director of agriculture, development
and innovation for Virginia Farm
Bureau Federation. “The data
provides a very important snapshot of
agriculture’s production and economic
health, and is useful in documenting
trends that can help direct state and
national public policy.”

The first Census of Agriculture was
conducted by the Census Bureau in
1840 in 26 states and the District of
Columbia. In 1997, the agriculture
census was transferred from the Census
Bureau to the National Agricultural
Statistics Service. The 2022 census is
the 30th in the series and the sixth
conducted by NASS.

-The New Castle Record

Upcoming public meetings scheduled in Craig County

Feb. 21

Chili Cook-Off will be held at Grace

50% off their fruits and vegetables.

A CPMT meeting at CPMT -

Department of Social Services on
Court Street in New Castle will be
at 1 p.m.

Feb. 22

The Department of Social Services
Board will meet from 6:30-7:30
p.m. on Court Street in New Castle.

Community event

The 6th Annual Church Community

Baptist church at 159 Old Railroad
Avenue on Saturday, Feb. 24 from

Feeding southwest Virgnia will
be offering food twice a month on
the second and third Wednesday of
the month from 3-5 p.m. and 4-5
p.m., respectively. All community
members are welcome to purchase
fresh produce and other canned and
boxed items. EBT recipients receive

Booster

month
6 p.m.
encouraged to attend and to join to
support the kids of Craig County as
they need the participation of more
people.

Club

in the school
Community members

-The New Castle Record

of Craig Schools
meet on the third Monday of each
cafeteria

at
are
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Recipe of the Week

Shelly

Koon
Contributing
Writer

Chocolate brownies are a classic
American treat. Chewy, fudgy, or cakey?
Dark or milk chocolate? Middle or edge?
Warm fresh from the oven or cool to
the touch? There are as many brownie
recipes as there are ways to enjoy them.

One of the theories about the origin
of the first brownies comes from
Chicago’s Palmer Hotel in 1893. The
World Columbian Exposition was held
in Chicago that year, and the socialite
and philanthropist Bertha Palmer was
head of the Board of Lady Managers
for the Exposition. She directed Palmer
House pastry chefs to come up with a
recipe for a dessert that would be easy
to transport in boxed lunches sold at the
Women’s Pavilion. More specifically, she
asked the hotel chefs to come up with
something small that could be picked
up and eaten without a fork. They were
a hit in 1893 but brownie recipes first
appeared in printed cookbooks in 1904.

Brownies often, but not always, have
a glossy "skin" on their upper crust
referred to as flint. You can add anything
to brownies to give them a distinct
flavor. Nuts, M&Ms, and dried fruit
with Walnuts being the most popular
add in. Frosting can also be used. A
brownie variation made with brown
sugar and vanilla rather than chocolate
in the batter is called a blond brownie
or blondie. Blondies have a much lighter
and softer taste than brownies. More of
a butterscotch flavor from the brown

brownies are easy to overindulge in
therefore they are slutty.

One of the first desserts I made
were brownies. I made them from a
boxed mix, and they were cooked in
the microwave. Microwaves were the
new kitchen appliance in the 80s and
a boxed mix included the pan to bake
them in. Ics easy to eat a whole pan of
brownies so I tend to make one at a time
in the microwave. This brownie comes
out a little more like cake but topped
with chocolate syrup and vanilla ice
cream. It satisfies the most demanding
sweet tooth. If a box mix doesnt suit
you, I have included a recipe for made
from scratch brownies. I am not picky,

so I like both.

MUG BROWNIE WITH

BROWNIE MIX

1/2 cup unprepared brownie mix

3 tablespoons water (can substitute
coffee or milk)

Spray a large mug with baking spray
(at least a 16 oz mug or a small bowl
will work).

Combine the brownie mix and water
in the mug and stir to combine, about
30 seconds with a fork.

Microwave on high 60 to 90 seconds.
Depends on wattage, to avoid a chewy
brownie start with 60 seconds and add
15 -30 seconds as needed.

Top with whipped cream, ice cream,
Nutella, or chocolate chips. Strawberry

FUDGY BROWNIES

Ingredients:

Y5 cup cocoa or 2 squares (2 oz.)
unsweetened baker's chocolate

1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalted butter

1 cup sugar

2 eggs

1/4 cup flour

1 teaspoon vanilla

Pinch of salt

1 cup roughly chopped walnuts or
pecans

chocolate together in a heavy saucepan
over medium low, whisking constantly
till blended. Remove from heat and
stir in the sugar. Whisk in the eggs and
vanilla. Stir in flour, salt, and walnuts.
Mix well. Pour into a well buttered
8-inch square baking pan. Bake at 325
degrees for about 40 minutes dll a
toothpick inserted in the center comes
out clean. Cool completely and cut into
squares. These brownies are very fudgy
and may be somewhat difficult to slice
cleanly; cool completely and use a sharp

sugar.  Slutty brownies have cookie
dough and Oreo cookie layers. These

ice cream is also good.

Directions:
Melt butter with

the cocoa or

knife and a spatula to help them loosen
from the baking dish.
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BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
11599 Cumberland Gap Road/Rt. 42, New Castle, 864-5242; church
phone:544-7040 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30
a.m., Choir Tuesday 7:30p.m., Youth Outreach and Missions Program.
Rev. San Kang.

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH

Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday:
Worship 10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem and Wagner, New Castle, 580-
3228. Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children meet separately, Nursery
provided). Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - Wednesday 6p. Min-
istries: Men, Ladies, Young Adult, and Seniors. Times vary, call for
details.

CRAIG HEALING SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

Pastor - Kenneth W. Davis, Jr., 6 Grannys Branch Road (Johns Creek),
New Castle, Phone: 864-6102. Sunday School at 10 am. Sunday Wor-
ship at 11 am every Sunday. Fellowship meal after Sunday Worship on
second Sundays. Everyone is welcome!

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
171 Salem Avenue, New Castle, 864-5667; Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday: Prayer Service and Bible
Study 7:00 p.m., Youth Group 6:30-8:00PM, Bible Buddies at 6:30-
8:00PM. Transportation provided - call the church. Hearing devices
also available. www.craigvalleybaptist.com

CRAIG VALLEY GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP

HWY 621, Pastor Roy Lee Law Jr., “Jay’, 864-8984. Sunday School
10:00am; Worship 11:00am., Wednesday night Bible study 7pm, from
HWY 311, up HWY 621, 8 miles on left.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. Pastor Gary Burch. 864-7520.
Sunday School- 10-10:45AM, Sunday Worship - 11AM-Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST

Pastor Kevin Altizer, Comner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., New Castle.
Church phone 864-5919. Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday Worship
11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group

7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction Recovery every Friday eve-
ning at 7PM.
GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, VA, 540-384-7075. Pastor Lo-
raine Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday service begins at 10:30
a.m.; Wednesday Evening service at 7:00 p.m.; Youth (ages 13-18) &
Super Church (ages 4-12) Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. You can also watch
on Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. www.graceassemblycatawaba.org
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-864-PRAY, Sunday School
9:30AM, Sunday Worship Service 10:00AM, Wednesday Night Ser-
vices 7:00PM.
HEBRON UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Chanmi Lee, 347-684-2607, Rt. 606, 1981 Caldwell Mt. Rd.,
New Castle, 540- 400-3419. Worship 11:15AM.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Rev. Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle. Sunday: Sunday School
10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-
7179. Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am,
Children’s Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-weekly 7:00pm, Ladies
meeting first Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New Castle, 540-525-7662. Sunday:
Sunday School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, Jonathan Lee, pastor, 864-6622.
Sunday: Worship Service 9:00 a.m., Children’s Church 9:15a.m., Sun-
day School 10:30 a.m.
NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL THE DIFFERENCE”

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday
Service: 10 A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00 P.M. for K-5; If
you need a ride to church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 8 P.M. on
Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-cc.org.
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NEW CANTERBURY PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor John D. Abbott, Hwy 621 (10 miles), phone: 540-580-5837, Sun-
day Prayer 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday
Service 6:00 pm.
PAXTON CHAPEL
Pastor Kenny Davis, 17 Sage Brush Lane, New Castle; “Presenting
God's Word Faithfully”; Sunday School 10:00 AM; Sunday Worship
Service 11:15 AM; visit us on the web at www.paxtonchapelchurch.
com; email at paxtonchapel@ yahoo.com.
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10
a.m., Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 p.m.; Wednesday, Bible
classes - 7 p.m.
NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, Va. Sunday School 10AM,
Worship 11AM; UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and other pro-
grams, Bible Studies.
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
99 2nd Street, New Castle. Tel: 540-473-3691. Email: StJohnnewcas-
tle@gmail.com. Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.
CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY CHURCH -
‘WELCOME HOME!'
Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW building in New Castle. Casual
dress if you desire and contemporary praise and worship. If you don't
have a ‘home’ church, please join us at ours with Pastor Gary Burch.
Check us out on facebook or contact us at: craigcountycommunity-
church@gmail.com.
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH
Located at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical
Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E on
Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

If your church is not listed and if you are interested,
call Wendi Craig at 276-340-2445 or
email advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Send community news and
communitynews@ourval

Fhotos to
ey.org
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News from the 9th: Zuckerbucks

Morgan
Griffith

Representative

Recently, the  House
Administration Committee, of
which I am a member, held a
hearing on the use of private
funding in our elections.
Specifically, we discussed the
use of “Zuckerbucks” (the
name commonly used for non-
government money spent on
administering elections) in
the 2020 presidential election,
which has been a source of

concern for many.

As the country prepared for
the 2020 election, state and local
election offices faced unique
challenges stemming from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Many
were worried that traditional
voting in person would lead
to negative public health
consequences.

Months before the election,
Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg  donated  $350
million to the Center for
Technology and Civic Life
(CTCL), started by former left-
leaning organizers. According
to Influencewatch.org, the
CTCL is a Chicago-based
center-left leaning organization.

Another $69.5 million was

given by Zuckerberg to a
related organization, the Center
for Election Innovation and
Research.

These organizations used
the “Zuckerbucks” to give out
grants to election officials in
hundreds of counties and cities
across 48 states. According to
Zuckerberg and the CTCL,
these funds were to be used
by election offices to help with
COVID-19 related challenges,
like hiring more staff, buying
more voting machinery, buying
personal protective equipment
to safely administer elections,
etc.

That was not the case.

Instead, much of the money
was used for “get out the vote”

efforts in areas that were more
likely to vote Democrat. In
fact, it’'s been shown now that
less than 1% of these funds
were used to purchase personal
protective equipment.

One example at the hearing
of where the money was spent
was on the use of mobile voting
trucks in Wisconsin. They were
purchased with “Zuckerbucks”
and driven around Democrat-
likely jurisdictions to help
people there register to vote
and/or vote absentee.

The data on the use of
“Zuckerbucks” is alarming.

Let’s first look at our home
state of Virginia.

As I pointed out during
the hearing, Capital Research

Center data showed Democrat-
likely counties in Virginia
received about 90%  of
the “Zuckerbucks,” while
Republican-likely jurisdictions
received only 10%.

Arlington County (ina D+26
Congressional District) alone
received $238,643 in funding,
while the entire 9th District
(R+23), encompassing 28
jurisdictions, received just
$78,053. This means 3 times as
much money went to Arlington
County.

What’s also interesting is the
percentage of “Zuckerbucks”
that went to urban areas vs.
rural areas in Virginia. As

SeeThe Ninth, page 5

Sen. Chris Head offers legislative update from Richmond

‘. .7 Chris
- Head
r‘ District 3

Dear Friends,

The General Assembly has
now passed the annual milestone
known as Crossover. This is the
date when all bills (except the
budget) proposed by members

of the Senate must be passed
or killed by the Senate. Those
bills that pass then “cross over”
to the House for that chamber’s
consideration.

LOTS OF BAD BILLS
WENT OVER TO THE
HOUSE

With Democrats in control
of the Senate, a number of
bills that I opposed were
passed and sent to the House
in the hours before Crossover
that I opposed. These bills,
if they become law, will limit
Virginians’ constitutional

freedoms, undermine justice for
murderers and rapists, and hurt
small, family-owned businesses.
Here are some of the bills that
I opposed, but that still passed
on party-line votes due to the
Democratic majority.
Democrats pushed through
a bill (SB 1) in the Senate to
raise the minimum wage by a
whopping 25%. With inflation
still high, this is going to make
it even harder to bring rising
prices under control. Worse,
many small family businesses
may not be able to afford such

a dramatic increase in payroll
costs and the related increased
employment taxes.

I spoke out against SB 1 on
the Senate floor. You can watch
my full remarks here:

Democrats repeatedly
attacked the rights and freedoms
of law-abiding Virginians,
especially the right to own and
bear firearms for personal safety,
sporting activities, and hunting.
While they passed many bills
attacking your constitutional
rights, one of the most egregious
was a bill (SB 2) that would

have banned so many different
guns that it would make most
semi-automatic pistols illegal.
Democrats also are working
to reduce penalties for
murderers, rapists, and other
violent felons. They proposed
(SB 427) allowing these “worst
of the worst” criminals to apply
to have a court review their
sentence for early release after
serving at least 15 years. Victims
(or their families in the case of
deceased victims) would have to

See Head, page 5

Del. Terry Austin offers legislative update from

Terry L.
Austin

District 37

*To the Constituents of the
37th House District:*

Tre NEwW CASTL

The General Assembly has
passed the halfway mark known
as “Crossover,”

the point on the legislative
calendar where each chamber
completes work on

its own bills except the state
budget. In the House 1,547
bills were

introduced and 734 passed.
In the Senate 737 bills were

introduced and 452 passed.
On Monday, the day before
Crossover, the House
considered more than 275 bills.
This is possible because of the
committee process. Out of
fourteen House committees I
serve on four: Appropriations,

Transportation,
General Laws, and Rules.
Most members have a

similar number of committee
assignments,  which  my

Republican colleagues and I rely

on each other to discuss the

merits of bills that report out of
our respective committees.
Though not perfect, it

is an efficient operation that
allows us to do the work of the
Commonwealth in 60 days.
Unfortunately, bills
would have addressed
fentanyl crisis and
protected our children from
predators joined the list of good

that
the

Richmond

legislation that died this Session.
On average, five Virginians die
every day in this
Commonwealth from
fentanyl overdose. Bills to
increase penalties for those
who distribute fentanyl, or
manufacture counterfeit pills
that contain the drug, did not
even receive a hearing. Another
bill would have banned anyone

See 37th, page 5
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A common cause minute: Not all men were created equal

Imagine yourself living in the
1770s.  Virginia colonists around
you whisper their dissatisfaction
with King George III due to
the treatment of the colonists in
Massachusetts.  If it can happen
to them — it could happen to us.
Soon you hear there is a Declaration
of Independence which has been
signed and delivered to the King!
You are told it states “all men are
created equal and are endowed by
their Creator certain inalienable
rights...” However, you know you
are excluded, as is every person who
looks like you. You are one of the
more than 500,000 enslaved African
Americans living in the American
colonies. Such was their cruel reality
of life during Colonial times.

As the Revolutionary War
against the British raged on, George
Washington, Commander of the
Continental Army pleaded for
more men to serve, demanding
the colonies produce men to serve,

including the enslaved. The British

Army was no less in need for able-
bodied soldiers and promised any
enslaved African American freedom
if they joined their side. By
1777, a draft was initiated by the
Continental Army to fill its quotas,
including free Black men. Some
owners of the enslaved also provided
men as their substitute. While
many of the enslaved were promised
their freedom by their owners for
their service, owners often failed to
fulfill that promise.

Nonetheless, it is estimated more
than 7,000 African Americans served
in the Continental Army. The
majority of those who served were
denied the military pension and
land grants given to white soldiers.
Because no pension or land warrant
documents exist for those soldiers,
evidence of their service is difficult
to obtain.

One individual born in Virginia
defied the odds — James Armistead
Lafayette. James was born to an
enslaved mother either in Virginia

or North Carolina. He became the
property of Colonel John Armistead
of New Kent County, Virginia and
later became the manservant of
Armistead’s son, William. He was
one of very few enslaved whose
owner taught him to read and write.
In spite of Royal Governor Lord
Dunmore’s promise of freedom
to slaves who joined his British
forces, James volunteered for the
Continental Army under General
Marquis de Lafayette. He worked
for Lafayette in a number of roles,
but his most important was as a
double agent against the British.
James posed as a runaway slave and
guided British troops through local
roads. He would travel between
camps and overheard officers
speak openly of their battle plans
and troop movement. His work
was instrumental in helping the
Continental and French armies
defeat the British at Yorktown.

See Common, page 5
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the witness selected by the Democrats
testified, administering elections in rural
areas costs more per voter, as there is
more ground to cover to ensure voters
have reasonable access.

And yet, urban areas received more
“Zuckerbucks” per voter than rural
areas did.

Perhaps it is because urban areas tend
to vote more Democratic than rural
areas do?

According to one of our hearing’s
witnesses, Mr. Scott Walter, nationwide
the average number of Zuckerbucks
spent in 2020 Trump jurisdictions was
just 55 cents per capita. As opposed to
2020 Biden districts, where a whopping

$3.75 was spent per capita.

Additionally, Democrat-likely
jurisdictions in many of the 2020
battleground states received the lion’s
share of grants given out by CTCL.

For example, Democrat-likely
jurisdictions in Arizona received 75%
of the Zuckerbucks awarded in that
state; 83% in Pennsylvania; 86% in
Michigan; 90% in Wisconsin; 94% in
Georgia, and; 100% in Nevada.

While CTCLs grants may not have
been intended to benefit Democrats,
it certainly did benefit them. As Mr.
Walter said during the hearing, IRS
policy states charities cannot have the
effect, whether or not they had the

intention, of helping one party over
another in an election.

The CTCL privately donated funds
helped significantly more Democrat
voters participate in the 2020 election
than Republican voters.

This is just one reason why private
funding should not be wused to
administer elections. Private entities
should not have the power to affect our
elections like this — using resources to
assist certain voters over others.

Elections should only be funded
using public funds, administered by
governments who have strict guidelines
for how they run elections, have
oversight mechanisms in place, and are

beholden to the American people, not
private interests.

Further, as I said in a subsequent
hearing, if the government is going to
give more money to run elections, we
need to assure the formula is fair to
rural jurisdictions.

Americans need to have faith that our
elections are being administered in a fair
and unpartisan way.

Thankfully, since the 2020 election,
27 states have banned or restricted
election offices from using private
funds, “Zuckerbucks,” to administer
elections.

That’s why I am supporting a federal
bill to stop “Zuckerbucks.”

Head page 4

relive the trauma of their initial
crime as they faced the reality
that the justice they assumed
they received could be undone.

SOME GOOD BILLS GOT
THROUGH ALSO

Fortunately, it was not all
bad news. Some good bills did
get through the Senate and are
going over to the House.

The Senate passed a bill (SB
28) to give school boards greater
authority to set policies to
control student cell phone use.
Cell phones in the classroom
are often huge distractions from
learning. Virginia children need
to be paying attention to what
is going on in class, not looking
at their phones. Now school
boards can do more about it.

The Senate sent a bill (SB
39) to the House that would
make it easier for next of kin
and other family members to
take in a minor who would
otherwise be in the foster
system. The bill would allow
family members who step in
to care for the child to receive
the payments a foster family
would. This will allow a child
in crisis to live in more familiar
surroundings and remain with
family, rather than being housed
by strangers. I'm proud to be
one of the co-patrons of this

important legislation.

Other bills that passed the
Senate cracked down on human
trafficking (SB 384), established
a task force to find ways to help
law enforcement crack down on
heroin and fentanyl (SB 367),
and restored an annual sales tax
holiday on the first weekend
in August for school supplies,
clothing, and other items (SB
116).

LEGISLATION

My bills that passed the
Senate are now making their
way through the process on the
House side. This week 5 of my
bills saw notable action.

SB 132 will help expedite
assessments of the Health
Insurance Reform Commission
(HIRC), by requiring that
whenever the Chairman of the
House Committee on Labor
and Commerce or the Senate
Committee on Commerce
and Labor requests that the
Commission assess a legislative
measure containing a mandated
health  insurance  benefit
or provider, the HIRC is to
complete its assessment and
submit a report for each such
request within 24 months. SB
132 reported from the House
Committee on Labor and
Commerce unanimously (19-

0) and now heads to the House
floor.

SB 133 will help physician
assistants across the
Commonwealth by allowing
PAs who are employed by a
hospital or employed in
certain facilities operated by
the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental
Services or in Federally Qualified
Health Centers designated by
the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services to practice
without a separate practice
agreement if the credentialing
and privileging requirements of
the applicable facility include
a practice arrangement. SB
133 successfully reported from
the House Health Professions
Subcommittee (8-0) and will
next be heard by the full House
Committee on Health and
Human Services.

SB 134 will help the Craig
County Economic Development
Authority continue to operate
at full capacity by allowing
the Craig County Board of
Supervisors to appoint one of
its members to its EDA. SB
134 reported from the House
Committee on Counties, Cities,
and Towns (21-0) and heads to
the House floor.

SB 413 is the result of the

Code Commission’s workgroup
to address changes in local
government public notices
that help provide clarity and
establish uniformity regarding
the timing and frequency of their
publication. SB 413 reported
from the House Committee on
Counties, Cities, and Towns
(20-1) and moves on to the
House floor for consideration.
SB 679 will help continue
economic development
opportunities in localities
across the Commonwealth by
providing that any enterprise
zone in existence as of June
30, 2024, shall be extended
for a period of four years in
addition to any renewal periods
currently authorized by law. SB
679 reported from the House
Committee on Counties, Cities,
and Towns (21-0) and heads to
the House floor.
CONSTITUENT VISITS
Even in the days before
and after Crossover, our office
saw its share of visitors. I
enjoyed speaking with those
who came by on issues facing
local government, the equine
industry, and parental rights—
to name only a few! If you are
in Richmond during session,
please come by and see us.

UP NEXT: THE BUDGET

The one bill that does
not have to be acted on by
Crossover is the Senate’s version
of the proposed budget. Work
on the budget is underway
in the Senate Finance and
Appropriations Committee to
finalize the chamber’s budget
proposal. Per rules, the Senate
version of the budget is
scheduled for completion on
Sunday, February 18, and will
be voted on later that week.
After that, there will be some
procedural steps that need to
be taken that will allow the
House and the Senate to enter
negotiations to finalize the
budget that will be sent to the
Governor.

KEEP AN EYE ON THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

As always, 1 want to
encourage you to watch the
General Assembly session. Of
course, you are always welcome
to visitus in person in Richmond
and view the proceedings from
the gallery.

Week 7 of Session gets
underway on Monday. Please
let me know where you stand
on legislation  impacting
you. You can email my office
at senatorhead@senate.virginia.
gov or call us at (804) 698-
7503.
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convicted of offenses involving children,
including kidnapping, trafficking,
and physical abuse, from working or
volunteering at schools.

It suffered a similar fate.

One of the biggest tasks undertaken
cach Session is passing the biennial
budget. The legislacure will use
Governor Youngkin’s introduced budget
from December as a starting point and
will now begin the process of finalizing
amendments. The Governor’s budget
included $1 billion in tax reform, and
the largest K-12 budget in state history.
The reality of the

General Assembly’s makeup means
that the new document will likely look
much different than the original. As
a member of Appropriations, I will
work to ensure that revenues are being
appropriated responsibly and benefit
our region. Improving Interstate 81
remains a top priority.

As for my bills, I am happy to report
that all have passed out of the House
and are now being considered in the
Senate. These bills promote Virginia’s
leadership role in the founding of
our nation, increase the efficiency of
GO Virginia, expand transportation
options for K-12 students, conform
Commercial Driver’s Licenses (CDL) to
federal regulations, enhance

Virginia’s ability to expand rail

Common page 4

capacity, and streamline processes
forauto franchise dealers and the
abandoned vehicle industry. Below is a
summary of each, and I look forward to
representing them in the Senate overthe
next two weeks.

The VA250 Commission was
established to represent Virginia’s
leadership role in the founding of our
nation and the celebration of its 250th
birthday in 2026. As Chairman I carried
three bills related to theseefforts. HB839
makes technical changes in line with
previous statewide commemorations;
HB840 creates a revenue sharing license
plate celebrating

the 250th anniversary of the American
Revolution; HJ84 is a Joint Resolution
encouraging public institutions of
higher education to display the VA250
logo on men’s and women’s athletic
uniforms.

HB191 streamlines the sale process
for auto franchise operations, creating
objective measures for manufacturer
approval and establishing a 60-day
timeline for which approval can be
granted. Many franchises are family-
owned entities, and this bill creates
objective measures that make the sale
process easier for those that choose to
sell their operations. HB237 adds the
Secretary of Labor, a position created
after the establishment of GO Virginia,

to the state board and reduces the local
match so that funds to support these
efforts can be more quickly deployed.
GO Virginia identifies and supports
regional  economic  development
opportunities.  Successful  projects
include establishment of the Blue
Ridge regional health sciences talent
pipeline, the Alleghany Drone Zone,
andnumerous CTE workforce and
continuing education training programs.
HB842 expands the availability of
alternative public school transportation
options for localities that choose to
do so, creating efficiencies, expanding
options for parents, decreasing barriers
for students, and addressing the chronic
bus driver shortage we continue to
experience. This will be a great tool for
parents and for rural school systems to
save money should it become law.
HB844 places into State Code federal
regulations related to drug violations
and CDL training. Failure to conform
to State Code would result in lostfederal
funding for the Motor Carrier Safety
Assistance Program. This federal
program provides financial assistance to
states to reduce the number and severity
of crashes and hazardous materials
incidents involving commercial motor
vehicles. HB845 creates efficiencies
for the abandoned vehicle purchase
process. Currently, DMV must contact

other jurisdictions to obtain lienholder
and owner information for abandoned
vehicles. This process often takes up to
six months. This bill allows for third-
party databases to be used, significantly
reducing purchase times and costs for
the salvage industry.

HB1452 provides an exemption to
the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority
inthe Uniform Statewide Building Code
(USBCQ) related to the construction and

maintenance of bridges and tunnels.
This exemption is currently granted to

VDOT and acknowledges that the
USBC is not the most efficient tool by
which to determine safety of these assets
as they are constructed and maintained.

The upshot is shorter construction
timelines without sacrificing safety
protocols. Rail is crucial to taking
vehicular traffic off our roads andthis
bill will help enable this efforc. HB1505
seecks to level the playing field by
preventing athleticorganizations from
limiting how Virginia’s institutions
can choose tosupport their athletic
programs and brings Virginia to parity
with otherstates for recruitment and
the use of Name Image and Likeness.As
always, if I can be of assistance to you,
or you would like toshare your position
on legislation, please do not hesitate
to contact me at DelTAustin@House.
Virginia.gov or 804-698-1037.

James petitioned for
emancipation in 1783.
Although initially denied,
James persisted and with
the support of his owner,
reapplied in 1786. This
time General Lafayette’s
personal testimonial as
to James’s service earned
him emancipation. James

added “Lafayette” as his
surname to honor the
French general. He never
used the name Armistead.
James acquired 40 acres
in New Kent County
and became a relatively
wealthy farmer in the area.
Once again, with Marquis
de Lafayette’s assistance,

he applied for a pension
for his war service and was
awarded $60 for present
relief and a $40 annual
pension.

James Lafayette’s
experience is much
different from that of
most African Americans
of that time. It would

VDOT Roadwatch

take almost 90 years and
another war — this one
between the states — to
secure freedom for the

enslaved and another Revolutionary War.
century before their civil you have a Revolutionary
rights were restored. War Patriot in your family
Today DAR chapters history?
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INTERSTATE 81 LANE
WIDENING CONSTRUCTION
PROJECT EXIT 137 TO EXIT
141 —

nighttime hours or outside of
peak travel times as needed.
Drivers can expect the following
lane closures and upcoming traf-
fic impacts in this area on north-

after exiting [-81 southbound on
exit 137 heading towards Salem.
Southbound and northbound
[-81 exit and entrance ramp nar-
rows are possible at Route 311.
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determine if their family
has a link to service in the
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The $179 million design-build
project to widen both directions
of I-81 between mile markers
136.6 and 141.8 from two to
three lanes is underway. Work
is being performed along a five-
mile section of both northbound
and southbound Interstate 81 in
Roanoke County and the city of
Salem. Barrier wall is in place
along the shoulders. Two lanes
of I-81 traffic in each direction
are expected to remain open
during the project with periodic
lane closures scheduled during

bound and southbound I-81:
ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC
IMPACTS:

WORK ZONE SPEED: Drivers
should adhere to posted 60 mph
speed limits in the work zone
and allow space when follow-
ing a vehicle. Narrow spacing in
lanes due to barrier walls, lack
of shoulders and lane shifts in
various locations, are present.

TRAFFIC  SHIFTS ON
WILDWOOD ROAD: Expect a
work zone with traffic shifts and
narrow width on Wildwood Road

TRAFFIC SHIFT ON EXIT
140: Drivers may experience a
periodic quick merge into traffic
onto Thompson Memorial Drive
from the southbound exit ramp
of exit 140. Work zone located
at bottom of the ramp for work
on the 1-81 bridge at the under-
pass.

RAMP CLOSURES: Ramp
closures are possible during
nighttime hours, 12 a.m., to 5
a.m. Drivers should watch for
message boards dates and times
the ramp will be closed.

Serving Craig County
Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

o

We accept all major credit cards.
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Konulex
Clion
Troutville Estate
Liquidation
Online Only
Auction

Bid on Over 400 Lots of
Woodworking
Equipment, Tools, Model
Railroad, Furniture,

Collectibles and MUCH
MORE!

Visit
wwwCircleCAuction.com
to register and bid!

Auction Location:
163 Dale Road,
Troutville, Va 24175

Bidding Begins to Close
Wednesday,
February 21 st @ 7:30pm

Preview will be Tuesday,
February 20 th from 4-6pm

Pick-up will be Thursday,
February 22 nd from 3-6 pm

Contact
Cody Manspile, Auctioner
@ (540) 784-9254
with any questions!
VA AF#2908001046

PUBLIC NOTICE
The contents of the
listed unit will be
sold
at Public Auction

February 23, 2024
at 11am at

1st Security
Self Storage 5
Midway Plaza Dr.
Christiansburg, VA.
D020 D025
1st Security reserves
the right to refuse
any bid. Terms:
CASH OR CREDIT
CARD AT SALE.

Help Wanted -
General

Vice President for
Planning &
Resource
Development

Nonprofit seeks an
individual with experience in
directing the activities of a
planning department. Must
have a minimum of seven
years successful grant
writing and supervisory
experience. Thorough
knowledge of state and
federal anti-poverty
programs; ability to
understand and interpret
RFPs, regulations and
guidelines. Preferred
knowledge of Human
Service, Economic
Development, Community
Development programs at
the local, Commonwealth,
and federal levels.
Performs complex
professional and
administrative work in
directing the activities of the
planning department,
providing strategic planning,
resource development and
program development for
the antipoverty programs,
economic development,
community development
and partnership activities of
the agency. Assists in
gathering and collating
pertinent data and program
outcomes; identifies and
qualifies resources; writes
clear and compelling
narratives, effective and
accurate budgets; and
prepares grant applications
in response to request for
proposals. Leads and trains
a team of planners who
support the agency’s
programs. Directs the
communications and
marketing efforts of the
agency.

Disseminates information to
program components,CEQO,
Board of Directors, and
other management
staff on issues affecting the
work of agency.

Recruits, trains, supervises,
and evaluates planning
staff, marketing &
communications staff, and
Whole Family Intake staff;
organizes department
responsibilities and
workflow.

Coordinates the preparation
of grant applications and
proposal writing for all new
and renewing agency

proposals.

Writes proposals for funding
of specific projects as
assigned.

Training, education and
experience: Any
combination of education
and experience equivalent
to graduation from an
accredited college or
university with major work in
planning, public
administration, journalism or
a related field and extensive
experience in community,
economic development
planning.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website

www.tapintohope.org

Salary: $60,000-$75,000/yr.
Submit cover letter and
resume to: TAP, Human

Resources, Job Code
VPPRD-PL, PO Box 2868,
302 2nd St SW Roanoke
VA 24011
or fax to 540-345-1944TTY:
540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace
Bilingual ability is a plus

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-784-3436 or 540-
581-4183. Delivery in
Botetourt only.

For Sale - Antiques

CORNERSTONE
ANTIQUES

Going out
of Business
SALE

Everything on Sale!
Open Tues-Sat
11am-3pm

123 W. Lee Street
Vinton VA
Across from the Farmer’s
Market downtown

Legals - Botetourt

County

BWW# VA-208643-6
TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 17
KNOLLWOOD
DRIVE,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated August
1, 2003, in the original
principal amount of
$111,000.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia, in Book 0000 at
Page 0167 as
Instrument No. 0307051 .
The undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090,
or any such temporary
alternative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on March 29, 2024, at 2:15
PM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN TRACT OR
PARCEL OF LAND
SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE COUNTY
OF BOTETOURT, STATE
OF VIRGINIA, AND
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: LOT
1, BLOCK 1, ACCORDING
TO THE MAP OF SECTION
1, KNOLLWOOD, MADE
BY T.P. PARKER AND
SON, ENGINEERS
AND SURVEYORS,
DATED FEBRUARY 2,
1973, OF RECORD IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, IN PLAT BOOK
7, PAGE 76.

TERMS OF SALE: ALL
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of
ten percent (10%) of the
sale price or ten percent
(10%) of the original
principal balance of the
subject Deed of Trust,
whichever is lower, in the
form of cash or certified
funds payable to the
Substitute Trustee must be
present at the time of the
sale.

The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser

Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from
the Substitute Trustee, but
shall have no further
recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee
or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
A form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation.

Substitute Trustee: Equity
Trustees,

LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact:
BWWLaw Group, LLC,
attorneys for Equity
Trustees, LLC, 6003
Executive Blvd, Suite 101,
Rockville, MD
20852, 301-961-6555,
website:
www.bwwsales.com. VA-
208643-6.

Legals - City of

Radford

Trustee's Sale

133 Monroe Street,
Radford, Virginia
24141

(Parcel ID: 6-(9)-50)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated April
13, 2016, in the original
principal amount of
$126,678.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the City of
Radford, Virginia in
Instrument No. 201600345,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on March 11, 2024
at 1:45pm in front of the
building housing the City of
Radford Circuit Court, 619
Second Street, Radford, VA
24141, the property
designated as Lot 50 in
Monroe Terrace
Subdivision, as shown on a
plat of Monroe Terrace
Subdivision, which plat is of
record in the aforesaid
Clerk's Office in Deed Book
40, Page 1. Sale is subject
to all prior liens, easements,
restrictions, covenants, and
conditions, if any, of record,
or other matters which
would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or
inspection of the premises.
TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $13,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s
Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attorney at high bidder’s
expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., and/or M. Brennan
Hutt d/b/a H&H Abstracting,
and/or NFPDS-VA LLC,
Substitute Trustees, Crown
Center Building, Suite 600,
580 East Main Street,
Norfolk, VA 23510, File No.
233421-01, Tel: (757) 321-
6465, between 10:00 a.m. &
12:00 noon only.

Public Notice is
hereby given that
pursuant to VA
State
Code 15.2-1719
Radford City Police

property which is currently
being stored in our evidence
room. If you have lost
property and it matches the
descriptions below, please
call (540)731-3624 to
identify and claim your
property.
Bicycles, Wallets,
Backpacks, U.S. Currency,
Cell Phones, Computers,
Firearms, Flashlights,
Chainsaws, Medical
Equipment, Baby Strollers
and Carriers, Tobacco
Products, Hygienic
products, Documents and
Paperwork, Machetes,
Knives, Personal Defense
Devices, Keys, Purses,
Jewelry, Coins, Cameras,
Clothes, Radios,
Electronics, Fishing
Equipment, Construction
Materials/ Equipment. You
must show proof of
ownership or provide a
detailed description of your
property. All unclaimed
property will be disposed of
after March 16th, 2024.

Legals - Craig

County

Trustee's Sale

530 Ellett Road,
Christiansburg,
Virginia 24073

(Parcel ID: 005695;
Tax Map No.: 467-
A 42)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
December 4, 2008, in the
original principal amount of
$135,327.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia in
Instrument No.2008012070,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on March 29, 2024,
at 01:00 PM in front of the
building housing the
Montgomery County Circuit
Court, 55 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073,
the property designated as
Lot 4 of the Brown Ridinger
& Gilliam Subdivision, more
particularly described as
follows:BEGINNING at the
southeast corner at a stake
in line with Forest Avenue
and running with said
Avenue, S. 83 deg. W 90
feet to the corner of now or
formerly S.E. Basham's lot;
thence N. 8 deg. W 160 feet
with the Basham line to the
line of now or formerly
Frank Ridinger, thence with
Ridinger line N. 83 deg. E.
90 feet to a stake; thence a
new line running with the
land of now or formerly
Maud D. Ridinger, S. 8 deg.
E 160 feet to the point of
beginning. Sale is subject to
all prior liens, easements,
restrictions, covenants, and
conditions, if any, of record,
or other matters which
would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or
inspection of the premises.
TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $13,500.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s
Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attorney at high bidder’s
expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., Auction.com-VA,
LLC, Substitute Trustees,
Crown Center Building,
Suite 600, 580 East Main
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510,
File No. 233142-02, Tel:
(757) 321-6465, between
10:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
only.

VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-
316,20-104
Case No.JJ002260-06-00
CRAIG COMBINED
COURT-JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court District
Court

Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re MANNING, EMILEE
ROSE
The object of this suit is to:
terminate the residual
parental rights of the
parents, including the right
of visitation, right to consent
to adoption, the
responsibility of support and
all other rights and
responsibilities remaining
with the natural parents of
the aforesaid child and to
obtain the right to place said
child for adoption.
And, based on an affidavit
filed herein, the court finds
that there exists sufficient
grounds for causing service
of process by publication.

It is ORDERED that the
unknown father and any or
all others who may be
related to Emily Rose
Manning, whose actual
whereabouts are unknown,
appear at the above-named
Court on or before the 5™
day of April, 2024, at 9:30
a.m. to do whatever is
necessary to protect their
interests.

We ask for this
CRAIG COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
177 Court Street,

New Castle, Virginia 24127

February 8, 2024,
Patty Taylor, CLERK

Legals -

Montgomery County

Order of
Publication

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-
316,20-104

Case No.CL23002018-00
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Circuit Court, 55 EAST
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re MELISSA
JANE MCPHERSON v.
JACOB ANDRE
MCPHERSON

A/K/A KOBI MAZUR

The object of this suit is to:
DIVORCE. It is ORDERED
that JACOB ANDRE
MCPHERSON

A/K/A KOBI MAZUR
appear at the above-
namedcourt and protect
his/her

interests on or before
MARCH 8, 2024.
JANUARY 5, 2024

K. MIKE FLEENOR, JR.
JUDGE

TIFFANY M. COUCH,
CLERK

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY
28, 2024, AT 10:00 A.M.,
THE REAL ESTATE WITH

The bhest place
to find it,

IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON KNOWN AND sell it,
DESCRIBED AS .
FOLLOWS: buy it, &

All that certain tracts or
parcels of land, with the
improvements thereon and
the appurtenances
thereunto belonging,
situate, lying and being in
the Riner Magisterial
District of Montgomery
County, Virginia, and
described as follows:

All of the 1.586 acres as
shown on plat of survey
entitled; Plat of Boundary
Line Adjustment Between
Tax Parcels 90-(A)-34A
&amp; 90-(A)-34E situated
along Radford Road, U.S.
Route 11 Near Plum Creek
Riner Magisterial District
Montgomery County,
Virginia; dated June 28,
2016 prepared by Ralph 0.
Clements, L.S. for Gay and
Neel, Inc. recorded in the

announce it.

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

GARAGE
SALES

Circuit Court Clerks Office

of Montgomery County, SITUATIONS
Virginia as WANTED
Instrument Number

2016004742.

HOMES
FOR SALE

Tax Map No: 090-A 34A;
Parcel No: 024574

More commonly known as:
3395 Radford Road,
Christiansburg, VA 24073

To place your ad,
call 389-9355

SALE WILL BE MADE
SUBJECT TO ALL
EXISTING EASEMENTS
AND RESTRICTIVE ‘ ‘
COVENANTS AS THE

SAME MAY LAWFULLY
AFFECT THE REAL
ESTATE.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH,
SETTLEMENT WITHIN
FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF
SALE. A BIDDERS
DEPOSIT OF TEN
PERCENT (10%) MAY BE '
REQUIRED. \
PLACE OF SALE: FRONT

OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
AT 55 EAST MAIN
STREET,
CHRISTIANSBURG,
VIRGINIA

DATE OF SALE:
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY
28,2024

TIME OF SALE: 10:00 A.M.

Daniel D. Hamrick, PC
Substitute Trustee

By: Daniel D. Hamrick,
Agent

FOR INFORMATION '
CONTACT:

Daniel D. Hamrick, P.C.

104 South Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073

(540) 382-0131

TRUSTEES SALE

PARCEL OF LAND
LOCATED IN:

The Riner Magisterial
District of Montgomery
County, Virginia
Containing 1.586 acres,
more or less

Commonly Known as: 3395
Radford Road,
Christiansburg, Virginia

IN EXECUTION OF A
CERTAIN DEED OF
TRUST OF RECORD IN
THE CLERKS

OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, AS
INSTRUMENT NO.
2008000295, DATED
FEBRUARY 1, 2008, SAID
DEED OF TRUST

WAS MODIFIED BY
MODIFICATION OF DEED
OF TRUST DATED
FEBRUARY 6,

2020, RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK'S
OFFICE AS INSTRUMENT
NO: 2020002980, AND BY
SUBSTITUTION OF
COLLATERAL AND
RELEASE DATED
MARCH 10, 2020,
RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK'S
OFFICE AS
INSTRUMENT NO:
2020002979. DEFAULT

Legals - Roanoke

Roanoke County, Catawba,

The above establishment is

ABC NOTICE

W P RISING INC,,
trading as Spicity,

210 Prices Fork Rd STE E,
Montgomery County,
Blacksburg, VA
24060-3300.

icinG

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a
Restaurant, Wine, Beer,
and Mixed Beverages On
and Off Premises license to
sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

k

ver

Shu Yuan Lin
President/Owner.

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

ualliilv.

County

ABC NOTICE

SAV ON SHOP LLC,,
trading as
CATAWBA GROCERY,
5944 Catawba Valley Dr.,

Ao

VA 24070-2214.

als)

applying to the VIRGINIA

HAVING BEEN MADE IN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
THE PAYMENT OF THE AUTHORITY 1 '
DEBT THEREIN SECURED ence G or asr
AND BEING REQUIRED onvenience rpcery ore
Beer and Wine Off-

TO DO SO BY THE

NOTEHOLDER, THE Premises license to sell or

manufacture alcoholic

UNDERSIGNED beverages
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, ges.
AFTER GIVING Pabitra Dahal, Member
OWNERS OF THE REAL issuance of t!’]IS license
ESTATE OF THE DATE, must be submitted to ABC

no later than 30 days from

the publishing date of the
first of two required

newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be

registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

TIME, PLACE AND TERMS
OF SALE, WILL OFFER
FOR SALE AT PUBLIC
AUCTION, IN FRONT OF
THE MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 55 EAST

clace
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1002 APPERSON DR -

540 404-9598

SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

r /" IIAIIIII

Roanoke

and 104.3 FM

CBS SPORTS
RADIO

ROANOKE’S #2 NI::WS
TALK AND SPORTS

RADIO STATION

(Nielsen Fall 2022 book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com

(540) 343-7109

(540) 597-0480

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS

Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
[E @. A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

“YMHC

ooooo Healrth Cenrter

Craig County Health Center

226 Market Street -

Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

New Castle, VA

CARPET

RE-STRETCHING!
STEVEN W. DURRANCE

FLOORS

Repairs » New Sales ¢ Expert

540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty

64 Wendover Road

Daleville, Va 24083

£5 41 ¥ Cell: 540-312-7792

AN Office: 540-992-2500

sfleshmansells@hotmail.com
REALTOR®

SHERRYE

B
FLESHMAN |l

{ Each office is independently
owned and operated

+_BUILDING
gl T L

SOUTHERN TRACE';-

Residential and
* Commercial
€ *  Construction
540-966-0688

gk PO Box 630
Daleville, VA 24083

www.southerntracellc.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at

540-988-2420

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE

P.O. Box 21483

5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 \ED

[

Roanoke, VA 24018

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 + Office (540)981-1124 |7
Fax (540) 981-1266

sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

S Je
Go >
% >
KNI
i

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

Windy Ridge Tree
& Mulching Service

Contact us today for a free quote!

540-473-5176

fincastletreedr@gmail.com
windyridgetreedr.com

Colonial Title

and Settlement

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

/

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &

RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE,

Gell:
540-293-4271

Selling Your Business?

Call: The Hopkins Group
Business & Real Estate Brokers
*Planning *Valuations *Marketing *Closings

m Lewis W. Hopkins, ABI Principal Broker

C: 540-354-2791 - O: 540-567-2242

=| Email: Lewis@TheHopkinsGroup.biz

d Website: TheHopkinsGroup.biz

VA Real Estate Firm Lic. #: 0226018756
VA Principal Broker Lic. #: 0225056411

HARDWOOD
FLOORS g

o Cleaning
« Waxing
« Beautification

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

Huge
gale!

« John King, President

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Want to keep up with local news, sports and events?

+ Housing Foundations
+Land Clearing

« Stump Removal

+ Road Building

+ Pond Building

+ Shelley Buchannan, Mgr.
« Jo Maitland, Office Mgr.

STIHL PARTS & SERVICE
New and Used Equipment & Parts Available on All Brands
Husqvarna « CubCadet « Toro « MTD « Murray « Echo
Poulan « Honda « Mulch « Top Soil « Fill Dirt « Firewood « Sand
Gravel « Brick Chips « (Tandem Truck Hauling « Excavating « Grading)

Specialized Saw & Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem

(540) 380-3901

(Sales and Service)

King's Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

John King, President

B

3954 West Main Street, Salem 4,_' avel/Mulch™

(540) 380-3901

+ Pick Up & Delivery Available

« Credit Available
« Equipment Rental

« Septic Tanks

+Yard Grading

+ Demolition Work
«Tandem &Tri-Axle

+ Dump Truck Hauling

| |

AUCTIONS

Claytor Lake Virginia Real
Estate Auction: 68+/- Acres
with  improvements in
Pulaski County, VA. Boy
Scouts of America Aquat-
ic Center. 14,000+/- SF
Event Center with Com-
mercial Kitchen, +/-1,757
Lake Frontage, 16 single

BCi BATH &
SHOWER

Now (844) 945-1631

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

room cabins, 4,300+/- SF
three story bathhouse with
counselor housing. Auction
March 27 at 2:00 PM held
on-site at 4100 Adventure
Base Road, Radford, VA
24141. Online bidding
available. 5% Buyer’s
Premium. For details visit
woltz.com or call Woltz
& Associates, Inc. Real

1000 OFF

AND

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/24

ncudes produc andlabor; athub, hower or walkin fob and wallsuround.
This promoton cann b combine with any other offe, e resticions may
apply. Ths offr expirs 3/31 /4. ach dealerhip i independenly owned and
aperted. ™Third porty fnancin i ovoble for those cstomers who quolfy.
See yourdeler for defal, ©2024 Bl Ayl .

Estate Brokers & Auction-
eers 800-551-3588. (VA
#321)

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at
$350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.

Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power
move.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call

1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631

Safe Step. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,

$475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. https:/hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with
the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/vir-

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS ADS ADS ADS ADS

ginia #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
plus dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649
per person (double occu-
pancy req'd.) YMT Vaca-
tions plans everything,
leaving you to relax and
enjoy. Call 1-855-743-
0491 for more details. Use
promo code YMT2024 for
$250 off. Limited time only.

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance

Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript  submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-366-7596 or
visit  dorranceinfo.com/
vapress
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Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Craig girls are in the Region 1C tournament

The Craig County girls are in the region basketball tournament for the first time
since 2017. The Rockets qualified for the tournament with a third place finish in last
week’s Pioneer District tournament, their best since 2006 according to Craig coach
Brock Jones.

“We finished third in the Pioneer and that appears to be the best finish in the
district, tied multiple times, since the 2006 season,” said Jones. “Huge win for our
program when we start four sophomores and a freshman, and we'll have six juniors
returning as well.”

The Rockets were scheduled to play at Fort Chiswell on Tuesday night in the
first round of the Region 1C tournament. Other first round games have Eastern
Montgomery at George Wythe, Galax at Narrows and Bland at Parry McCluer, who
is the top seed from the Pioneer District.

“Super Proud that we managed what we have so far,” said Jones prior to the
tournament. “Fort Chiswell is a really tough team, hopefully we can steal a win.”

The Rockets were at Narrows in the Pioneer District tournament semifinals last
week and the Green Wave was too much for the visiting Rockets as the home team

rolled to a 74-23 win.

“Not a good game art all,” said Jones.

“We had 36 turnovers at halftime and we

couldn't string anything together. Pressure hurt us and it looked like we hadn't
practiced or played basketball for a year. Tough loss, as we played them tough at
home early in the season.”

Kailyn Jones led Craig with 15 points and 12 rebounds. Jenna Boitnette, Morgan
Underwood, Daileigh Donithatn and Hayleigh Flowers all chipped in two points
each.

That put Craig in the consolation game in Buena Vista against Eastern
Montgomery and the Rockets pulled out a 44-36 win, avenging a prior two point
loss to the Mustangs. Craig trailed 12-7 after the first quarter but bounced back by
winning the second, 17-7, to take a 24-19 halftime lead.

“We played solid zone press most of the game and they just didn't have an answer
for Kailyn inside,” said coach Jones. “As we scouted and watched film we knew they
were weak inside and that the game plan was to pound it inside.”

Kailyn Jones finished with 27 points, 18 rebounds, six blocks and three steals.
Donithan and Kallie Fisher chipped in six points each. Brooklyn Cayton had another
big night defensively with nine steals.

Craig improved to 8-12 with the win. The Rockets would have to reach the region
final to make the Class 1 state tournament.

Jenna Boitnotte passes the hall for Craig.

Kammie Fisher brings the ball up the court.

Kallie Fisher sets up plav. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Rocket boys finish one win away from trip to reglon

The Craig County boys’
basketball team was one
win away from a spot in the
Region 1C tournament af-
ter losing a heart-breaker to
Eastern Montgomery last
week. The Rockets lost 50-
48 in Elliston in the quar-
terfinal round of the Pio-
neer District tournament.

This game was about as
close as you can get. The
Rockets led 13-7 after the
first quarter but were out-
scored 17-11 in the second
as the Mustangs tied the
game at 24-24 at intermis-
sion. East Mont led 35-34
after three quarters and had
a three point lead late in the
game when Craig’s Hayden
Reynolds nailed a three

to tie the score at 48-48.
The Mustangs then won
the game when a foul was
called with about a second
on the clock and theycon-
verted both shots for the
win, ending Craig’s season
just short of making the re-
gional for the third year in
a row.

Parry McCluer ended up
winning the tournament,
defeating Narrows in the
final, 74-61. Bath County
beat East Mont in the con-
solation game, 63-57, and
all four advanced to this
week’s Region 1C tourna-
ment.

The loss left the Rockets
with a 5-15 record on the
season.

Matthew Lucas passes the hall against East Mont
last week.

Talon Ritter looks for an open teammate.

Tristan Dooley drives against the Mustangs.

Jaycoh Wolfe pulls down a rehound for Craig.



