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Craig County Public Schools announced 
Monday morning that all schools were closed Nov. 
10 due to continued snowfall and worsening road 
conditions across the county.

The school division initially announced a two-
hour delay early in the morning but later decided 
to close schools entirely after reassessing road 
conditions, particularly in the western part of the 
county.

“Due to continued snowfall and worsening 
road conditions, especially in the western part of 

the county, Craig County Public Schools will be 
closed today, November 10, 2025 (Employee Code 
3),” the division said in a statement.

Officials said the decision was made out of 
caution for student and staff safety as snow 
accumulation made travel difficult on rural and 
secondary roads.
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Craig County Public Schools closed Monday due to snowfall
Aila Boyd 
aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The Craig County School Board on 
Oct. 14 discussed a proposed policy 
designed to support students who 
volunteer as firefighters or emergency 
medical technicians, ensuring their 
community service does not negatively 
impact their school attendance or 

participation in extracurricular 
activities.

The proposal, submitted by 
Darren Gilreath, vice chairman of 
the Simmonsville School District 
Board, would allow registered 
student volunteers to be excused 
for absences if they are called for 
emergency duty before the start of 
the school day. Additionally, students 
who must leave after-school activities, 

including athletics, to respond to 
emergencies would not have these 
departures counted against their 
participation records. All absences 
or early departures would require 
documentation from the relevant 
emergency service department.

“This policy is intended to recognize 
and support the valuable service these 
students provide to our community,” 
Gilreath wrote in his Aug. 12 
submission. “They should not be 
penalized for fulfilling their volunteer 
emergency service commitments.”

During the meeting, Craig City 
District Chair Trace Bellassai said 
the policy would give students “some 
leeway” if their service with the fire 
department or rescue squad causes 
them to be late to school or miss part 
of extracurricular activities.

Superintendent Dr. Jason Wheeler 
said he will draft an official policy for 

the board to review. Board members 
discussed whether to set a limit on 
how many absences or early departures 
could be excused. Several suggested a 
cap of five instances per semester, 
while noting that most students would 
likely not reach this number.

“I don’t foresee it being an issue, but 
it makes sense to have a clear number 
in place so there’s no confusion or 
potential abuse,” Bellassai said. “This 
policy could be in place for years, 
and we want to ensure it functions 
smoothly if the need arises.”

Wheeler said he would incorporate 
the suggested limit into the draft 
policy and present it at a future 
meeting for first reading. If approved, 
the policy would allow students to 
continue contributing to emergency 
services without risking their academic 
standing or participation in school 
activities.
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Schools celebrate Halloween with Trunk or Treat Tailgate 
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Republican candidates sweep Craig County in Nov. 4 election

Craig County voters 
turned out in strong 
support of Republican 
candidates in the Nov. 4 
General Election even as 
Democrats prevailed in 
statewide races.

According to unofficial 
results from the Virginia 
Department of Elections, 
2,280 ballots were 
cast in Craig County, 
representing about 57% 
of the county’s 3,973 
registered voters.

In the race for 
governor, Republican 
Winsome Earle-Sears 
received 79.27% (1,801 

votes) in Craig County, 
while Democrat Abigail 
D. Spanberger earned 
20.47% (465 votes). 
Statewide, Spanberger 
won the election with 
57.32% (1,941,150 votes) 
to Earle-Sears’ 42.48% 
(1,438,721 votes).

Republican John 
J. Reid II carried 
Craig County in the 
lieutenant governor’s 
race with 80.08% 
(1,797 votes) compared 
to Democrat Ghazala 
F. Hashmi’s 19.56% 
(439 votes). Hashmi, 
however, secured the 
seat statewide, garnering 
55.40% (1,865,919 
votes) to Reid’s 44.34% 
(1,493,483 votes).

In the race for attorney 
general, Craig County 
voters gave Jason S. 
Miyares, the Republican 
incumbent, 82.69% 
(1,858 votes) over 
Democrat Jay C. Jones, 
who received 17.13% (385 
votes). Statewide results 
favored Jones, who won 
with 52.89% (1,772,026 
votes) to Miyares’ 46.71% 
(1,564,961 votes).

For the 37th District 
House of Delegates, 
incumbent Republican 
Terry L. Austin received 
80.21% (1,799 votes) 
in Craig County, while 
Democrat Andrew W. 
Hartless earned 19.17% 
(430 votes). Across the 
district, Austin won 

re-election with 69.81% 
(25,469 votes) to 
Hartless’ 29.75% (10,855 
votes).

Local races also 
appeared on the ballot. In 
the Board of Supervisors 
contests, Jesse P. Spence 
ran unopposed in the 
New Castle District, 
receiving 98.85% 
(344 votes). In the 
Simmonsville District, 
Brian D. Lipes defeated 
Shaun C. VanDyke with 
56.75% (286 votes) to 
42.86% (216 votes).

Uncontested School 
Board races included 
Shannon R. Whitlock in 
the New Castle District 
(98.53%, 334 votes), 
Heather D. Matheney in 

The policy was discussed during the Oct. 14 meeting. 
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Aila Boyd 
aboyd@mainstreetnews-
papers.com

Craig County School Board discusses policy 
to support student emergency service volunteers

Sample Ballot

the Craig Creek District (98.32%, 409 votes), 
and Darren R. Gilreath in the Simmonsville 
District (98.64%, 435 votes).

Election results will be certified by the 
state in the coming days.

Aila Boyd 
aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Families gathered at Craig County Public Schools late last month on Halloween for the Trunk or Treat Tailgate, enjoying an evening of fun and community. The school 
division thanked volunteers and community partners for helping make the event a success.
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Upcoming public meetings scheduled in Craig County

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Although winless, Rockets still playing hard

The Craig County Rockets will open 
their Pioneer District schedule at home 
Thursday night when Parry McCluer 
comes here for a boys’ basketball game. 
The Rockets are still winless after eight 
games, but they’ve played hard every 
game. 

“I’m proud of them,” said Craig 
coach Walt Raines. “They’ve really 
been battling every game.” 

Craig has been playing with just 
seven boys, and it’s a group of six 
sophomores and one freshman. The 
only senior on the team, Andy Beane, 
is still out with a dislocated knee cap 
suffered in Craig’s last scrimmage. He 
would have been the best player on 
the team. 

“He might be out a couple weeks 
yet, and maybe longer,” said Raines. 
“He’s going to the doctor this week, 
but we’re not going to put him back 
in there until I’m convinced, he’s 100 
percent. He’s a good baseball player 
and we don’t want to jeopardize his 

baseball season, and we want him to be 
okay just for everyday life. “ 

“This experience is going to make 
them that much better in the years 
ahead,” said Raines. “They continue to 
learn and they’re all tough kids. They 
won’t back down.”

The Rockets gave Eastern 
Montgomery a scare last Saturday. The 
Mustangs are one of the better Group 
A teams in the area, but Craig trailed 
by just four after three quarters in last 
week’s game in New Castle. 

“We’ve ben in every game,” said 
Raines. “We were only down eight 
against Eastern Montgomery with 
three and a half minutes to go, but 
then they got some steals and it starting 
getting out of hand. They’re a really 
good team.” 	

The final score was 66-47. Brock 
Jones had 14 points to lead the 
Rockets and Sean Looney and Nathan 
Fisher had 10 each. Jones also had 
eight rebounds and our assists, and 

Looney had a team-high six assists. 
The Rockets were at Montcalm a day 
prior and dropped a 55-47 decision. 
Jones and Fisher had 14 points each 
and Brandon Fisher had six. Jones had 
15 rebounds in this game. 

At one point against Montcalm we 
were up 10, but we took some bad 
shots and missed some layups,” said 

Raines.
	 After eight games Jones 

is leading the team in scoring with 
an average of 18.9 points per game. 
He’s also averaging 12 rebounds a 
game. The Rockets will play a district 
opponent Thursday when the Rockets 
play Parry McCluer.

- Prepared By Shelly Koon

From the January 7, 1994 edition of The New Castle Record 

CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New 
Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Worship 
10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem 
and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.  
Sunday Worship 10:30am (Children 
meet separately, Nursery provided).  
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens - 
Wednesday 6p.  Ministries: Men, Ladies, 
Young Adult, and Seniors.  Times vary, 
call for details.

CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

‘WELCOME HOME!’ 
Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW 
building in New Castle. Casual dress 
if you desire and contemporary praise 
and worship. If you don’t have a ‘home’ 
church, please join us at ours with 
Raymond Christian and Tim Creasy. 
Check us out on facebook or contact us 
at: craigcountycommunitychurch@gmail.
com.

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST 
Pastor Scott Gabrielson, church phone 
864-5667, 171 Salem Avenue, Food 
Pantry available (M,W,F) 9am-noon. 
Sunday School 10am, Worship 11am, 
Mondays 6:30pm Men and Ladies Bible 
Study, Wednesday: Bible Buddies 6:30pm, 
Bible Study 7pm. craigvalleybaptist@

gmail.com
CROSSROADS CHURCH

21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle. 
Pastor Kenny Davis. 864-7520. Sunday 
School - 9:30am, Sunday Worship - 
10:30am.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom,  
is a simple teaching that focuses on the 
Light and Sound of God to help people 
find more love in their life. We offer a 
Spiritual Event on the  2nd. Sunday of 
each month. The program may be a 
Light and Sound Service, a Spiritual 
video and discussion, or other topics and 
techniques to help Raise Your Spiritual 
IQ. The Roanoke ECK Center is located 
at 1420 3rd. St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016. 
For more information visit www.eck-va.
org  or call 540- 353-5365. People of all 
faiths are welcome.

FIRST BAPTIST
Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave., 
New Castle. Church phone 864-5919. 
Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday 
Worship 11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group 
7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction 
Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.

GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba, 
VA, (540) 384-7075, Rev. Dr. Loraine 
Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday 

Service @ 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Adult 
Bible Study @ 7:00 p.m. Youth (Ages 
13-18) & Super Church (Ages 4-12) 
7:00 p.m. Facebook Livestream each 
Sunday morning @ 10:30 a.m. www.
graceassemblycatawba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-
864-PRAY, Sunday School 9:00AM, Sun-
day Worship Service 10:00AM.
LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport, 
Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-7179. 
Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday 
Morning Worship 11:00am, Children’s 
Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-
weekly 7:00pm, Ladies meeting first 
Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New 
Castle, 540-5257662. Sunday: Sunday 
School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday 
Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle, 
Jonathan Lee, pastor, 864-6622. Sunday: 
Worship Service 9:00 a.m., Children’s 
Church 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL 

THE DIFFERENCE” 
282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212; 

Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday Service: 10 
A.M.; Wednesday night Bible study at 
6:00 P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to 
church, please contact Calvin Duncan by 
8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-
cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY 
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP

Pastor Zane “Sput” Jones, phone: 540-
309-3170, Rt. 621, Sunday Prayer 10:00-
10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 pm.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
118 Main Street, New Castle. Service 
Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m., 
Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6 
p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle, 
Va. Sunday School 10AM, Worship 11AM; 
UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and 
other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

99 2nd Street, New Castle. Tel: 540-473-
3691. Email: StJohnnewcastle@gmail.
com. Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

If your church is not listed and 
if you are interested, 

call Wendi Craig at 276-340-2445 
or  email advertise@

mainstreetnewspapers.com

Nov. 18
Touri sm Commission 
Meeting will be held at 5:30 
p.m at the Craig County 
Administration Building.

Nov. 19
Morgan Griff ith’s off ice 
monthly meeting in the 
break room of the Craig 
County Courthouse. Third 

Tuesday of each month from 
9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
Dec. 4
Board of Supervisors 
Monthly Meeting wil l 

meet at the Craig County 
Courthouse at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 17
Morgan Griff ith’s off ice 
monthly meeting in the 

break room of the Craig 
County Courthouse. Third 
Tuesday of each month from 
9:00 to 10:30 a.m.

-The New Castle Record
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Recipe of the Week 

Is there a recipe that immediately makes you 
think of the month of November? Pumpkin pie is 
certainly that recipe for me! One thing I like most 
about Thanksgiving is pumpkin pie. I grew up in 
a house of pumpkin pie lovers and absolutely no 
Thanksgiving was complete without a nap and a 
massive slice of pumpkin pie.  I usually eat cold 
pumpkin pie for breakfast on Black Friday. 

Was pumpkin pie served at the first Thanksgiving? 
If you know anything about food history, you 
may have already guessed that the answer to this 
question is no! The early European settlers used the 
native pumpkin to make pumpkin ale and stewed 
pumpkin as a vegetable. Pumpkins are native to 
North America and have been cultivated for over 
5,000 years. 

In the 1800’s pumpkin pie became a symbol of the 
abolition movement. Pumpkins might seem like an 
unassuming emblem of anti-slavery, but there was 
a deep-rooted reasoning as to why they represented 
the abolitionist cause. Because pumpkins were a 
crop that grew easily and required very little labor 
for cultivation and harvest, pumpkin farming 
operated as the opposite of the plantation economies 
of the South where cash crops like cotton, sugar, 
and tobacco were being mass-produced through 
exploitative slave labor.

Beyond boycotting plantation crops, supporting 
industries that had no slave labor in the economic 
equation was an even more overt means of 
supporting the anti-slavery movement. New 
England abolitionists popularized the pumpkin pie 
as edible propaganda, and this new favored dessert 
was specifically highlighted in anti-slavery literature 
of the period. Abolitionist writer Lydia Maria Child 
included an ode to pumpkin pie in her poem “Over 
the River and Through the Wood”, ended with the 
line, “Hurrah for the pumpkin-pie!” 

As the issue of slavery brought America’s North 
and South into the Civil War, the pumpkin pie 
and all it represented remained at the heart of this 
national conflict. When, in the midst of the war, 
President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving 
a national holiday in 1863, the decree sparked more 
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division between regions, rather 
than the unity the holiday was 
supposed to represent.

Northern Unionists embraced 
this new holiday and pumpkin 
pie took a center stage for 
the meal. Confederates in the 
South, however, were reluctant 
to celebrate something in the 
middle of the war that had 
such deep ties to New England 
tradition. Regarding this new 
national holiday as a means of 
imposing northern values, many 
southern households refused to 
acknowledge, let alone celebrate 
Thanksgiving.

After the Civil War, during the 
Reconstruction, Thanksgiving 
took its place as a national 
holiday. Still, some southern 
states boycotted pumpkin pie, 
serving sweet potato pie instead. 

The first recorded recipe for 
pumpkin pie was found in a 
1621 cookbook called “American 
Cookery” by Amelia Simmons. 
This early recipe called for a filling 
made with cooked pumpkin, 
sweetened with honey and spices, 
and baked in a pastry crust. Over 
time, the recipe for pumpkin pie 
continued to evolve, with the 
addition of new ingredients such 
as sweetened condensed milk and 
the development of new cooking 
techniques. 

The making of pumpkin pie 
was revolutionized with the 
invention of canned, pre-cooked 
pumpkin by Libby’s in 1929. 
This revolutionized pumpkin 
pie because it streamlined the 
baking process. While pumpkins 
may have been easy to grow, 
they were not easy to prepare. 
Prior to Libby’s canned pumpkin, 
to prepare a pumpkin for pie 
was time-consuming and labor-
intensive. First, a pumpkin had 
to be skinned and gutted, then 
cooked for 6-8 hours before it 
was in any way ready to become 
pie filling.

You can buy a good pumpkin 
pie in grocery stores. The Costco 
and Sam’s bakeries both have big 
pumpkin pies for about $6. Most 
frozen pumpkin pies are good 
too. But pumpkin pie is one of 
the easiest pies to make. 

Our recipes this week include 
the one my dad made every 
year. Dad made two pies every 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving, 
one for the holiday meal and one 
for the day after. 

So, whether you make your 
pie or buy it, then share it with 
friends and family, or eat it cold 
in your pj’s on the day after 
Thanksgiving, enjoy it!

J.W.’s Pumpkin Pie
Ingredients
1 (9 inch) unbaked pie crust
1 (16 ounce) can pumpkin 

puree
1 (14 ounce) can sweetened 

condensed milk
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
Directions
Gather all ingredients. Preheat 

the oven to 425 degrees F. Fit 
pie crust into a 9-inch pie dish 
and place it on a baking sheet. 
Combine pumpkin puree, 
condensed milk, eggs, and 
pumpkin pie spice in a large 
bowl; mix until combined. Pour 
mixture into the pie crust. Bake 
in the preheated oven for 15 
minutes. Reduce heat to 350 
degrees F and continue to bake 
until filling is set, 35 to 40 
minutes. Remove from the oven, 
set on a wire rack, and cool 
completely before serving. 

No Bake Marshmallow 
Pumpkin Pie

Servings8
Ingredients
1 bag (10 oz) large 

marshmallows

1 cup pure pumpkin
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
½ teaspoon salt
1 carton (8 oz) Cool Whip 

(thawed)
1 (6 oz) store-bought graham 

cracker crust
Instructions
In a sauce pan, over low or 

medium-low heat, combine 
the large marshmallows, pure 
pumpkin, cinnamon, pumpkin 
pie spice, and salt. Stirring very 
frequently, let it melt and mix 
together until it’s smooth and 
combined. Transfer the hot 
pumpkin mixture into a mixing 
bowl and let it cool down to 
room temperature. About 30 
minutes or more if needed. Once 
cooled, add the carton of thawed 
Cool Whip and stir together 
until completely combined and 
much lighter in color. Pour the 
pumpkin pie filling inside the 
graham cracker crust and spread 
it out evenly. Cover the pie with 
the enclosed lid from the crust 
and put it in the fridge for at 
least 8 hours to thicken up and 
come together. Or refrigerate 
overnight (preferred). Serve the 
marshmallow pie topped with 
whipped cream (spray can, Cool 
Whip or homemade) and slice! 
You can also dollop whipped 
cream on top of each slice when 
serving, rather than the entire 
pie.

Homemade Whipped Cream: 
To replace the Cool Whip, add 
1.5 cups heavy whipping cream 
+ 1/3 cup powdered sugar into a 
mixing bowl. Beat on low speed, 
increasing the speed as needed, 
until stiff peaks form. This takes 
about 4-5 minutes. Use all of 
this in place of the Cool Whip 
in the recipe. No Bake Pie Tip: 
As with any no bake pie, you can 
make this pie several days ahead 
of time. This pie actually gets 
better with more fridge time and 
several readers have commented 
that they prefer it on day 2! So, 
you can easily make the pie 1-2 
days ahead of time and get that 
prep work out of the way. I don’t 
recommend storing the pie with 
the whipped cream on top of it. 
It will loosen and get runny. Pure 
Pumpkin: Make sure you are 
using 100% pure pumpkin and 
not pumpkin pie filling.  

COURTESY PHOTOS
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LEXINGTON—Traffic accidents 
are already stressful, but when livestock 
are involved, they can quickly become 
chaotic and dangerous situations.

With hundreds of thousands of farm 
animals transported on U.S. roadways 
every day, crashes involving livestock 
trailers are inevitable. And not only do 
these incidents pose a host of unique 
challenges, many responding personnel 
may have limited experience handling 
farm animals.

That’s why Virginia Farm Bureau 

Federation hosted a series of 
Bovine Emergency Response Plan 
training events for law enforcement, 
veterinarians, firefighters, EMS 
personnel and animal control officers. 
Partnering with the Virginia Cattle 
Industry Board and Beef Checkoff, 
VFBF held three one-day events across 
Virginia in October.

“Our goal is to give first responders 
the knowledge and resources they 
need for these situations,” said Matt 
Nuckols, Virginia Farm Bureau Farm 

Safety Advisory Committee chair. 
“Having the training and a plan in 
place ahead of time helps protect both 
the people and animals involved.”

During the trainings, a team of 
animal science experts, livestock 
veterinarians and Virginia Cooperative 
Extension specialists led participants 
through a comprehensive, 
standardized framework for managing 
animal incidents. A range of topics 
were covered, including livestock 
transportation hazards, securing 

scenes, animal handling and welfare, 
and biosecurity concerns.

“We take everyone through how 
to build a team that will allow them 
to handle the different aspects of a 
wreck—the response, the livestock, 
animal containment, extraction 
and unfortunately, when necessary, 
euthanasia, and then debriefing,” 
explained Jerry Yates of West 
Virginia University’s Davis College of 

Trainings prepare first responders for livestock transport accidents

See First Responders, page 5

PHOTO BY FERDINAND BERNHARD VIETZ.
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OPINION

As residents of Virginia, we have 
the privilege of voting in elections 
every year.

This tradition differs from most 
other states, who usually vote every 
two years for federal, state and local 
offices.

Because of this tradition, voters 
have to consistently pay attention to 
the news to stay engaged on election 
information.

For many people, daily needs tend 
to dominate our immediate focus. 
Job outlooks and family matters 
occupy our minds more than political 
matters.

Some may lose sight of 
responsibilities that do not seem as 
important, such as our civic duty 
to participate in our constitutional 
republic’s elections.

As President Abraham Lincoln said, 
it is a government “of,” “by” and “for” 
the people.

Participation in the election process 
is embodied in Lincoln’s “of ” and 
“by” the people. “For” the people is 
what your elected officials strive to do 
at the local, state and federal levels.

There are many opportunities for 
involvement in the election process.

Registering people to vote, knocking 
on doors and organizing community 
events are just some of the activities 
used by local grassroots groups.

Realistically, these activities 
consume a lot more time and effort 
than most folks can afford.

The simplest of civic duties, and 
the one that I believe is the most 
important, is to actually show up to 
vote!

A founding principle of our great 
United States was to give the people 
a say in governing. And over time, 
we have seen great success in the 
expansion of voting rights and 
suffrage.

As I have said before, I firmly believe 
that one of the core foundations 
of our constitutional republic is to 
vote in our elections. Adopting this 
mindset by the public would help 
influence public discourse, inform 
policymaking and drive government 
action!

Therefore, a more politically engaged 
and active public means healthier and 
more robust representation.

Unfortunately, many Americans do 
not feel this way and choose not to 
vote. They grow disillusioned with 
our system and feel like their voices 
are ignored.

This belief prevails in many parts 
of the country, including our region.

I often hear from people that we do 

not get a fair shake in representation.
In their eyes, government only 

works for certain parts of the state, 
like Northern Virginia, and leaves the 
rest of us in the dust.

Therefore, they reason, what is the 
point in voting?

While I can sympathize with 
their frustrations, this thinking is 
counterproductive.

We can compare Virginia’s Ninth 
District to Virginia’s Eighth District, 
which is located just outside DC.

The Eighth is the polar opposite 
from the Ninth both geographically 
and ideologically. The Eighth votes 
overwhelmingly progressive, while 
the Ninth votes overwhelmingly 
conservative.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau via the 2024 American 
Community Survey, Virginia’s Ninth 
District is home to 782,270 people.

In Virginia’s Eighth District, the 
population totals 788,825 people.

The 2025 voter registration 
numbers paint similar pictures.

In fact, the Virginia Department of 
Elections says the Ninth District has 
approximately 20,000 more registered 
voters than the Eighth in 2025!

But in the 2025 election, the Ninth 
had a lower turnout overall. For 
example, the City of Norton had 
40% turnout, while Falls Church in 
the Eighth had a 63% turnout!

Although roughly similar in 
population size and voter registration, 

the Eighth consistently shows a 
greater propensity to vote.

Analysis by the U.S. Census 
Bureau confirms this. The 2018 
Congressional elections saw Virginia’s 
Eighth District turn out at a 17.4% 
higher rate than Virginia’s Ninth 
District!

Because of this reality, it leads to 
a sense that Northern Virginia runs 
the show!

And it is why some politicians in 
Richmond give less attention to the 
Ninth.

But if more of our communities 
had greater participation in elections, 
policy would more accurately reflect 
the will of our region!

As the son of a civics teacher, my 
mother instilled in me the strong 
belief that no matter your political 
persuasion, everybody ought to vote 
and participate in our elections.

Additionally, as your Congressman, 
I will always highlight the importance 
of registering to vote and participating 
in Southwest Virginia, Southside 
Virginia and Central Virginia 
elections.

Moreover, I will continue to listen 
to your opinions. While we may 
not agree on everything, I am a 
firm believer in civil discourse and 
discussion.

We hold the keys to determining 
our future.

So in the future, let’s all get out 
and vote!

Morgan 
Griffith
Representative

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Expression of surprise
  4. Keyboard key
  7. One who works on 
lights
 12. Notable children’s 
story
 15. Fall back into a bad 
pattern
 16. Eye parts
 18. Atomic #18
 19. Of she
 20. Farm state
 21. One point south of 
southeast
 24. British media entity
 27. Asian garment
 30. Drench
 31. Expressions of 
pleasure
 33. Turf
 34. UK trade union 
(abbr.)
 35. Bleated

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 37. Fifth note of a major 
scale
 39. Paddle 
 41. Monetary unit of Italy
 42. American classical 
pianist
 44. Shuts down for the 
day
 47. Seize
 48. Soluble ribonucleic 
acid
 49. Greeting
 50. Some cars still need it
 52. Atomic #22
 53. Let go
 56. Marched in public
 61. U.S. residents, 
Mexicans and Canadians
 63. Hostilities
 64. Speak aloud
 65. River in NE Scotland
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Razorbill genus
  2. Longtime Baltimore 

tight end
  3. Performs on stage
  4. Supports a sentiment
  5. Rugged mountain 
ranges
  6. Broadway songwriter 
Sammy
  7. Snakelike fish
  8. Men’s fashion 
accessory
  9. Hospital worker
 10. Something to 
scratch
 11. No (Scottish)
 12. Volcanic ash
 13. Of this
 14. American jazz 
drummer Watts
 17. Drop down
 22. English dialect
 23. Predatory seabirds
 24. Imams’ deputies
 25. Fertility god
 26. Fence material

 28. Parks and DeLauro are 
two
 29. Distinctive smell (Brit.)
 32. Protein-rich liquids
 36. Touch lightly
 38. Season for Catholics
 40. Boat race
 43. Police actions
 44. Chinese river
 45. Waterfall (Scottish)
 46. Walk ostentatiously
 51. Type of carpet
 54. Mauna __, Hawaiian 
volcano
 55. Sea eagles
 56. An enclosure for 
confining livestock
 57. Dry
 58. An increase in price or 
value
 59. The highest point of 
something
 60. Government lawyers
 62. Larry and Curly’s pal
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 The scriptures teach us these 
verses which you may have already 
memorized, from Proverbs 3:5-6...

5) Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart,  And lean not on your 
own understanding;

 6) In all your ways acknowledge 
Him,  And He shall direct your 
paths.                 (NKJV)

Learning to depend on God can 
be quite difficult, especially for 
those of us who have been taught 
to depend on ourselves.  But God 
calls for us to do so.

Worry carries a great weight.  
How many of you woke this 
morning with something heavy on 
your heart?

•	 Maybe it was that stack of 
bills on your kitchen counter that 
seems to grow every month. 

•	 Perhaps it was a phone call 
you’re dreading from the doctor’s 
office. 

•	 Or maybe it’s that 
gnawing anxiety about what 
tomorrow might bring for your 
family, your job, or our world. 

You’re not alone.  In our 
community we’re facing real 
financial pressures.  We see rising 
costs, job uncertainties, retirement 
worries, health concerns and 
more.  We have friends and 
family battling health concerns 
that keep them and us awake at 
night.  And if we’re honest, many 
of us are anxious about the future, 
a future that seems increasingly 
unpredictable.

The war in Ukraine continues 
with Putin running out of options, 
except nuclear ones.  The cease 
fire in Gaza is on again then off 
again, grocery prices are through 
the roof, insurance is sky high, 
the government is shut down 
and SNAP not available, and 
health care subsidies are going 
away meaning many will either 
go without health care or it will 
become more difficult to get.  

Today however, I want to 
share with you some of the most 
counter-cultural words ever 
spoken.  Two thousand years ago, 
Jesus looked at a crowd of people 
facing their own financial stress, 
health concerns, and anxiety about 

the future, and He said something 
to them that must have sounded 
almost impossible:

Don’t worry.
You see, God guards every aspect 

of a believer’s life.  He knows 
exactly what you can handle and 
what you can’t.  He understands 
that you have a limit, and he won’t 
put more on you that you can 
bear.  When we go through trials 
and difficulties, it is not unlike a 
recruit going through boot camp 
– God is developing you into the 
person He wants you to be.   God’s 
goal is never to defeat you, His 
goal is to develop you into Christ’s 
likeness.  

Jesus is saying, don’t waste 
your sorrows, your heartaches, 
your pain, your suffering, your 
disciplines.

Don’t waste them by 
complaining.  Don’t give a wrong 
response by blaming God.  Just tell 
Him, “Lord, I don’t understand 
it, I don’t like it. It hurts!”   Then 
say, “this is not my choice but 

Guest religion column: Depending on God 

See Guest Religion Column 
page 5

In the future, voteNews from the 9th:

– Part 1  
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First Responders from page 3

VDOT Roadwatch
INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

A C C E L E R AT I O N 
RAMP EXTENSION 
AT EXIT 162 IN 
B O T E T O U R T 
COUNTY – Beginning 
November 9, a ramp 
extension project will 
be underway and as part 
of the project, the on 
ramp from Route 11 
onto northbound 81 
will need to be closed. 
The temporary closure 
is needed for a road 
improvement project to 
extend the on ramp onto 
northbound I-81 about 
1,000 feet. The project 
also includes installing 
drainage structures 
and constructing a 
retaining wall alongside 
the slope. As work 
progresses, additional 
ramp and lane closures 
may be in place during 
nighttime hours. During 
construction, barrier 
wall will be installed 
along the right shoulder 
of northbound I-81 
at exit 162. Electronic 
message boards will be 
in place to alert drivers 
to the upcoming ramp 
closure and announce 
any schedule changes. 
Work is expected to be 
completed in late 2026. 

•	 A t 
approximately 9 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 
9, the entrance ramp 
from Route 11 onto 
northbound Interstate 81 
at exit 162 (Buchanan) 
in Botetourt County will 
be closed for two weeks. 
A signed detour will be 
in place directing traffic 
to use Route 11 to get 
onto northbound I-81 at 
exit 168.

 INTERSTATE 81 
BRIDGE WORK 
AT EXIT 156 IN 
B O T E T O U R T 
COUNTY – Bridge 
work is underway 
on northbound and 
southbound I-81 at Exit 
156.  Milling and paving 
the bridge deck will take 
place in both directions 
beginning with the 
northbound side first 
and then southbound 
once northbound is 
completed.  Drivers can 
expect lane closures on 

I-81 during nighttime 
hours. Slow roll 
operations are expected 
periodically and flagging 
operations will be used 
during barrier wall 
placement on Route 
640 (Brughs Mill Road). 
Expected completion is 
fall 2026.

•	 T e m p o r a r y 
traffic barrier in place 
on westbound side of 
Route 640 under the 
I-81 bridges off exit 156 
with lanes narrowed to 
11 feet. 

•	 N i g h t t i m e , 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning,  
outside and inside lane 
closures may be in 
place on I-81 from mile 
marker 155 to 157. 

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T RU C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 
TO EXIT 141 – The 
$179 million design-
build project to widen 
both directions of I-81 
between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is 
underway. Work is 
being performed along 
a five-mile section of 
both northbound and 
southbound Interstate 81 
in Roanoke County and 
the city of Salem. Barrier 
wall is in place along 
the shoulders. Two lanes 
of I-81 traffic in each 
direction are expected 
to remain open during 
the project with periodic 
lane closures scheduled 
during nighttime hours 
or outside of peak 
travel times as needed. 
Drivers can expect the 
following lane closures 
and upcoming traffic 
impacts in this area 
on northbound and 
southbound I-81:

•	 L A N E 
C L O S U R E S : 
Alternating left and 
right lane and shoulder 
closures during nighttime 
hours between 8 p.m. 
and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Thursday, are 
possible. Lane widths 
will be reduced to 11 
feet. Nightly lane 
closures may be in place 
along the right lane with 
possible nightly ramp 

narrows as needed for 
guardrail and shoulder 
strengthening.

•	 R A M P 
CLOSURES: Ramp 
closure of exit 140 on 
and off ramps onto 
southbound I-81 in 
Salem may be closed. 
Watch message boards 
for updates.

•	 F L A G G I N G 
O P E R A T I O N S : 
Flagging operations 
possible on Route 635 
and Route 619.

•	 U N E V E N 
PAVEMENT: Drivers 
may experience some 
uneven pavement 
and/or rough surface 
throughout the project.

•	 T R A F F I C 
SHIFTS: Drivers may 
experience periodic lane 
closures, narrow ramps 
or quick merges into 
traffic onto Thompson 
Memorial Drive from 
the southbound or 
northbound exit ramps 
of exit 140 off of I-81. 
Work zone located at 
bottom of the ramp for 
work on the I-81 bridge 
at the underpass.

•	 T R A F F I C 
SHIFTS ON 
WILDWOOD ROAD: 
Expect a work zone with 
traffic shifts and narrow 
width on Wildwood 
Road after exiting I-81 
southbound on exit 
137 heading towards 
Salem. Southbound 
and northbound I-81 
exit and entrance ramp 
narrows are possible at 
Route 311.

•	 WORK ZONE 
SPEED: Drivers should 
adhere to posted 60 
mph speed limits in the 
work zone and allow 
space when following a 
vehicle. Narrow spacing 
in lanes due to barrier 
walls, lack of shoulders 
and lane shifts in various 
locations, are present.

 The project also 
includes replacing 
six bridges, widening 
two bridges, installing 
approximately 2.6 miles 
of sound barrier walls 
along northbound 
I-81, improving the 
southbound exit 137 
off-ramp intersection 
at Wildwood Road and 

adding interchange 
lighting at exits 137, 
140 and 141. Expected 
completion in early 
2026. 

 I-81 WIDENING 
FROM MILE 
MARKER 143 TO 150` 
– The I-81 widening 
project is underway with 
survey and preparation 
work. Shoulder 
strengthening work will 
require northbound and 
southbound lane closures 
during nighttime hours. 
Barrier wall installation 
is possible in late fall 
or early winter. The 
expected completion for 
this project is summer 
2031.

•	 L A N E 
CLOSURES: Periodic 
right and left lane and 
shoulder closures in 
place during nighttime 
hours 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
on northbound and 
southbound I-81.

o	 N i g h t t i m e 
right lane and shoulder 
closures are being 
scheduled.

•	 WORK ZONE 
SPEED: Drivers should 
adhere to posted 60 
mph speed limits in the 
work zone and allow 
space when following a 
vehicle. Speed reminders 
are posted for drivers.

•	 Belle Haven 
Road – Drivers may 
see periodic daytime 
flagging operations in 
place.

•	 RAMPS - Ramps 
on I-81, northbound 
and southbound, may 
be narrowed at exit 150. 
146 and 143.

•	 D E T O U R 
SIGNS: While detour 
signs are in place on I-81 
and routes around the 
project such as Route 
11 and Plantation Road, 
these do not designate a 

permanent or scheduled 
detour. The signed 
detour route is suitable 
for all traffic during 
incidents including 
tractor-trailers and other 
large vehicles. These 
signs are used for traffic 
incident detours only.

•	 I - 8 1 
B O T E T O U R T 
COUNTY: Deck 
patching repairs are 
underway on I-81 
northbound and 
southbound with right 
and left lane closures. 
From mile marker 160 
to 164 during nighttime 
hours, 8 p.m. to 7 a.m.

B O T E T O U R T 
COUNTY

ROUTE 621 
(ROARING RUN 
ROAD) REDUCED 
TO ONE LANE 
FOR CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT - 
Work is underway on 
Route 621 (Roaring 
Run Road) for a culvert 
replacement in the 
vicinity of 618 Roaring 
Run Road. As of 
Tuesday, July 15, Route 
621 (Roaring Run Road) 
is reduced to one lane 
of traffic controlled by 
a temporary signal that 
will alternate traffic 
through the work zone 
until completion of 
the project. Delays 
are possible. Expected 
completion is fall 2025.

C R A I G 
B O T E T O U R T 
SCENIC TRAIL 
BRUSH CUTTING 
AND STABILIZATION 
WORK - Residents along 
the former Chesapeake 
and Ohio (C&O) Craig 
Valley Branch railbed 

in Botetourt and Craig 
counties may notice 
maintenance work 
continuing on the old 
railbed. These activities 
are intended to prevent 
additional deterioration 
and to help designers 
who are developing plans 
for the Craig Botetourt 
Scenic Trail. VDOT 
continues to collect 
d23ta and conduct site 
visits and field reviews 
on the railbed. The 
design plans for Craig 
Botetourt Scenic Trail 
are still being refined and 
a specific schedule for 
construction has yet to 
be determined.

CRAIG COUNTY
C R A I G 

B O T E T O U R T 
SCENIC TRAIL 
BRUSH CUTTING 
AND STABILIZATIO 
WORK - Residents 
along the former 
Chesapeake and Ohio 
(C&O) Craig Valley 
Branch railbed in 
Botetourt and Craig 
counties may notice 
maintenance work 
continuing on the 
old railbed. These 
activities are intended 
to prevent additional 
deterioration and to 
help designers who are 
developing plans for 
the Craig Botetourt 
Scenic Trail. VDOT 
continues to collect 
data and conduct site 
visits and field reviews 
on the railbed. The 
design plans for Craig 
Botetourt Scenic Trail 
are still being refined 
and a specific schedule 
for construction has yet 
to be determined.

Tickle Oil & Propane

Call today for prices!

540-626-6000

We accept all major credit cards.

Serving Craig County

Now deliveringpropane!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Guest Religion Column from page 4

Father I’m going to trust you to see 
me through this situation. I’m going 
to trust you, because you are the 
trustworthy one!” 

Look at our Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 
6.  Jesus taught us to say, “Father, give 
us this day our daily bread.”

We are so used to being able to run 
to the store nearby and get bread, milk, 
dog chow or anything else we want.  
There is no great burden other than a 
short trip and the dollars we have to 
spend. 

The stores have big baskets to push 
around and load our items.  There 
is fresh produce from every corner 
of the globe right here in our little 
town.  Fresh veggies from Florida, 
California, Mexico and beyond.   
There is meat, coffee, medicine, and 
foods already frozen which we just 
have to microwave.  

And 87% of us use a piece of plastic 
to pay for it all, hiding the real cost 
until the bills come in. 

Truly we are a blessed people, or 
maybe a spoiled people.  It hasn’t 
always been this way.  It certainly 
wasn’t that way for the people who first 
founded our country.  They had a few 

provisions but not much, and what 
they had was difficult to get. 

In the time of Jesus, bread was 
baked daily.  It would spoil after a short 
while. There were no preservatives 
(probably a good thing).  There was no 
Walmart, no Amazon.com to get your 
supplies.  Life was simpler, but life was 
also harder. And to those folks, and to 
us, Jesus says this.  Don’t Worry.  Ask 
God. Father, give us today our daily 
bread.

Why does He say this?  It’s simple, 
He wants us to rely on God.  In 
Matthew 6 verse 25 He gives us a 
direct command: “That is why I tell 
you not to worry about everyday life—
whether you have enough food and 
drink, or enough clothes to wear.   Isn’t 
life more than food, and your body 
more than clothing?” 

He’s talking about worry - that 
anxious, consuming concern that robs 
us of peace and paralyzes us with fear.   
Why do we worry? Because we’ve been 
trained to depend on ourselves. 

Our culture tells us that security 
comes from our bank account, our 
insurance policies, our five-year plans.   
We worry because we believe the lie 

that we’re in control, and when that 
control is threatened, anxiety floods 
in.   But Jesus is about to challenge this 
entire worldview.  He’s going to show 
us that our worry reveals something 
deeper – worry  reveals where we’re 
placing our trust. 

And friends, if we’re honest, too 
often we’re trusting in our own ability 
to provide rather than trusting in our 
heavenly Father’s promise to provide.  
What is worry really?  WORRY IS 
FAITH ---- IN FAILURE!

In verse 26, Jesus gives us our first 
lesson in dependence: “Look at the 
birds. They don’t plant or harvest or 
store food in barns, for your heavenly 
Father feeds them.  “And aren’t you far 
more valuable to him than they are?” 

Jesus is saying, “Look at God’s track 
record!”  Every morning, millions of 
birds wake up with no savings account, 
no retirement plan, no grocery store, 
and yet they sing. Why? Because 
the Creator has built a system of 
provision.   But notice what Jesus 
doesn’t say. He doesn’t say birds are lazy 
or irresponsible. 

Birds work incredibly hard - they 
search for food, build nests, care 

for their young.  But they don’t 
worry about tomorrow’s meal while 
they’re eating today’s worm. The 
point isn’t that we shouldn’t work or 
plan. The point is that we shouldn’t 
worry.  There’s a difference between 
responsible planning and anxious 
worrying. Planning says, “I’ll do my 
part and trust God with the outcome.”

Worrying says, “It all depends on 
me.”  So, Jesus asks the penetrating 
question: “Aren’t you far more valuable 
to him than they are?” If God feeds 
the birds, how much more will He 
care for His children? You are not just 
another creature to God - you are His 
beloved child, created in His image, 
and purchased by the blood of His 
Son.

 Craig Valley Baptist Church, at  171 
Salem Ave in New Castle, welcomes you 
to visit and share in the love of God  we 
have experienced. We meet Sundays at 
11AM, with an upbeat service of music, 
sharing and preaching.  You don’t need to 
dress us, and you won’t be asked to speak, 
so just come and hang out and meet new 
and old friends!  Questions?  Call 540-
864-5667 or email pastor@cv-bc.com. 

- Pastor Scott Gabrielson        

Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Instructors emphasized having a list of personnel 

who can assist during an accident prepared ahead of 
time, and include law enforcement officers, livestock 
veterinarians, livestock transporters, local Extension 
agents and local livestock producers.

Participants also learned how to approach stressed 
and scared animals, and to ensure proper containment 
before releasing livestock from trailers. A hands-on 
practicum involved observing cattle behavior and 
touring the interior of a double-decker livestock 
trailer to understand how animals are transported.

This kind of “specialized training allows first 
responders to more adeptly respond to livestock 

transportation accidents and ensure public and 
human safety while minimizing additional livestock 
injury,” explained Lisa Pederson, North Dakota State 
Extension livestock and beef quality specialist.

“The training is designed for all sorts of scenarios,” 
she said—whether it’s a single cow or horse loose on 
the road, or a major accident involving hundreds of 
animals.

“It’s a great program,” said Nelson County Sheriff 
Mark Embrey, who participated in the Lexington 
training. “It’s absolutely critical that we have this 
knowledge and education so we’re able to work these 
accidents.”

Ashley Nelson, a veterinarian who also attended 

the Lexington training, said it was helpful to learn 
how to “integrate law enforcement with veterinarians 
and other professionals.

“These aren’t groups who are often brought 
together,” she said. “Integrating these different 
professions will be helpful in making these awful 
situations run as smoothly as possible.”

Representatives from Virginia Farm Bureau, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, the Virginia 
Cattlemen’s Association and the Virginia State 
Veterinarian’s Office participated in all three BERP 
trainings to prepare for leading future trainings across 
different areas of Virginia.

-Virginia Farm Bureau 
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Cemetery Plots
For Sale

BAG 
A GREAT 

DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Handyman
Services

Help
Wanted

Cemetery Plots  
For Sale 

Two burial plots for sale 
In lovely location in Blue 

Ridge Memorial Garden of 
Resurrection. Lot 11 Block 

A Unit 1 & 2 section 5. 
$2300 each 

540-525-0947 

WHAT 
THEY CLAIMED

WHAT 
BROKE

Their lies come out of your wallet. Insurance fraud 
costs everyone in Virginia $1,000 per year. Learn 
how to spot it and report it at TheCostOfFraud.com.

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and 
estimate: 1-877-614-6667

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. No obligation estimate 
valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, 
LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 
50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 
2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/2025. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is 
available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

$1000
  OFF* OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Promote 
your upcoming auctions statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audience. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

FARMS/FISH

Live Fish for stocking ponds! Many 
varieties available. Low to Free 
Delivery to your pond. Call Zetts Fish 
Farm & Hatchery for information & 
free catalogue. 304-995-9202, Cell 
304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-844-746-2332

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-877-614-6667 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your entire 
order. Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty and offer 
details.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-947-
1479 today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 

1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $475+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. 
For more information, call 1-855-
262-5564

STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

Legals  -
Botetourt County

Legals  -
Montgomery County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
OF THE TOWN OF 
CHRISTIANSBURG 

PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

The Town of Christiansburg 
Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, December 1, 
2025, at 7:00 PM in the 

Council Chambers of the 
Christiansburg Town Hall, 

100 E. Main Street, 
Christiansburg, Virginia 

24073, pursuant to Sections 
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of 

the Code of Virginia, as 
amended. The purpose of 

the public hearing is to 
receive public comments 

concerning: 
A. Conditional Use Permit 
request by Clayco, LLC, 

Property Owner and 
Applicant ,to allow a 

Planned Housing 
Development of 28 multi-
family residential dwelling 

units on approximately 
2.031 acres located 

northwest of the intersection 
of Chrisman Street SW and 
First Street SW, between 
101 Chrisman Street SW 
and 400 W Main Street; 
consisting of all of Tax 

Parcel 526-((A))-138 (Parcel 
ID 013446); 

zoned Multifamily 
Residential District (R-3). 

The property is designated 
as Residential on the Future 
Land Use Map of the 2013 

Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Town Hall will be open and 
available to receive public 
comment in-person at the 

time of this Public Hearing. 
A copy of the application, 
the Town’s Zoning Map, 
Zoning Ordinance, and 

Future Land Use Map may 
be viewed in the Planning 

Department Office, 
100 E. Main Street, 

Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
during normal office hours 
of 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Monday through 
Friday. Contact the 

Planning Department, by 
phone at (540) 382-6128, 

Ext. 1902 or by email 
at 

planning@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if 
you require reasonable 

accommodations. 

Legals  -
Montgomery County

Handyman 
Services 

Any and all deck building 
and repair, staining, ramps 

and pressure washing. 
Any and all other home 

repair needs. 
Call James at 
 540.583.2468 

ABC NOTICE 
 

Team Botetourt Wrestling 
Club 1, trading as Team 

Botetourt Wrestling Club 1, 
2708 Lee Highway, unit B, 
Troutville Botetourt County, 

VA 24175 
 

The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) 
AUTHORITY for a Retail 
Private Club Application-
Private Club, Wine, Beer, 

consumed On and Off 
Premises license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. 

 
Robert A Stewart, Jr. 

Executive Director 
 

NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license 

must be submitted to ABC 
no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the 

first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200. 

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316, -317,20-104 
Case No. CL25-98 
VIRGINIA: IN THE 

CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
CITY OF SALEM 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA 

v. 
CL25-98 

JOSE A. GARCIA 
MARTINEZ 

NOTICE: ELVIRE 
MARTINEZ GARCIA, 

SURETY 
3957 HERSHBERGER RD. 

ROANOKE, VA 24017 
ORDER 

The object of this suit is 
to forfeit to the 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, a $600.00 surety 
bond which was posted 
by ELVIRE MARTINEZ 
GARCIA to ensure the 
appearance of JOSE A. 
GARCIA MARTINEZ in 
this Court as JOSE A. 

GARCIA MARTINEZ failed 
to appear in accordance 

with the terms and 
conditions of said bond. 
Service of process was 
attempted on ELVIRE 

MARTINEZ GARCIA at her 
last known address as 
listed herein, with the 

return of service being 
marked as "not found" at 

said address. 
ELVIRE MARTINEZ 

GARCIA is directed to 
appear before this Court 
on January 15, 2026 at 

9:00 A.M. to show cause 
why said bond should not 

be forfeited. 
Therefore, it is ORDERED 
that the Clerk of this court 

mail a copy of this 
ORDER to ELVIRE 

MARTINEZ GARCIA at her 
address listed herein and 
that a copy of this ORDER 

be posted at the Salem 
City Courthouse as 

required by law along with 
a copy of the 

accompanying affidavit. It 
is further ORDERED that 
this ORDER be published 
once each week for four 
successive weeks in the 
Salem Times Register or 
equivalent newspaper. 

ENTER This 16th day of 
October, 2025. 

G. CHANCE CRAWFORD, 
CITY OF SALEM CIRCUIT 

COURT CLERK 

Legals -
City of Salem

ABC NOTICE 
 

EL BRONCO MEXICAN 
BAR & GRILL, LLC., trading 
as EL BRONCO MEXICAN 

BAR & GRILL, 
6 RADFORD STREET, 
CHRISTIANSBURG, 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
VA, 24073. 

 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) 
AUTHORITY for a mixed 

beverage restaurant license 
to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. 

 
Roy E Perkins, Jr. 

Owner. 
 

NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license 

must be submitted to ABC 
no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the 

first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200. 

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN, 

By the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of 

Montgomery, Virginia that 
the Board of Supervisors 

hereby gives notice for the 
consideration at their 
November 24, 2025, 

meeting at 7:15 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter at the 
Montgomery County 

Government Center, 2nd 
Floor Board Room,  

755 Roanoke Street, 
Christiansburg, Virginia, 
 a proposed Ordinance 

Integrating County 
Stormwater Requirements 
with County Erosion and 

Sediment Control 
Requirements into a 

Consolidates Erosion and 
Stormwater Management 

Program By Amending 
Chapter 8 Planning and 

Development of the Code of 
the County of Montgomery, 

Virginia By Deleting 
Sections 8-61 through 8-69 
and By Amending Sections 
8-70 Through 8-85 and By 

Adopting Sections 8-86 
Through 8-88 

A Copy of the Ordinance 
shall be available for 

copying or inspection in the 
County Administrator’s 
office Monday through 
Friday 8:30-5:00 pm 
BY ORDER OF THE 

BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS 
Angela M. Hill 

County Administrator 
 

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-947-1479  
to schedule your free quote!

SENIOR TEST 
ENGINEER 

TORC Robotics, Inc. seeks 
a Senior Test Engineer 
based out of our U.S. 
headquarters in Blacksburg, 
VA. However, this is a 
purely telecommuting/work-
from-home position 
whereby the employee may 
reside anywhere within the 
U.S. Note, this position 
requires domestic travel, as 
needed, up to 50%/yr. 
Responsibilities include 
validate truck autonomy w/ 
real-life traffics scenarios, 
analyzing vehicle 
performance and data 
acquisition and analysis, 
and reporting to 
stakeholders across 3 
different sites in VA, TX, 
and MI; support real- world 
testing of TORC’s 
automated vehicles and 
provide feedback to 
development team; execute 
test plans to uncover 
limitations of TORC’s 
systems, collecting relevant 
data in order to drive 
improvements, among other 
duties. To apply, email 
resume to careers@torc.ai. 
Reference job number 789. 

SYSTEMS 
ENGINEER, II 

TORC Robotics, Inc. seeks 
a Systems Engineer, II 
based out of our U.S. 
headquarters in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. However, this is a 
purely telecommuting/work-
from-home position 
whereby the employee may 
reside anywhere within the 
U.S. Responsibilities 
include support integration 
of components and 
subsystems to enable the 
deployment of self-driving 
software onto test benches 
and vehicles; lead 
development of new test 
capabilities and support 
day-to-day test activities on 
HIL bench and debug 
issues as required, among 
other duties. To apply, email 
resume to careers@torc.ai. 
Reference job number 790. 

NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE 
4427 Lee Highway 
Troutville, Virginia 

24175 
Tax Map/Parcel ID No. 

101D-111 
BOTETOURT COUNTY, 

VIRGINIA 
 

In execution of a credit line 
deed of trust dated July 13, 
2015 (the “Deed of Trust”), 
recorded in the Office of the 

Circuit Court of Botetourt 
County, Virginia, as 

Instrument No. 15002481, 
the undersigned Substitute 

Trustees, any or all of whom 
may act, will offer for sale at 

the front steps of the 
Botetourt County Circuit 

Court Clerk’s Office, 5 West 
Main Street, Fincastle, 

Virginia 24090-0219, on 
November 21, 2025, 

 at 12 o’clock p.m., property 
located at or near 4427 Lee 
Highway, Troutville, Virginia 

24175, which property is 
more particularly described 

as follows: 
LOCATED IN THE 

COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, STATE OF 

VIRGINIA 
 

Beginning at an iron pipe on 
the western side of U.S. 

Highway No. 11, a corner to 
the John H. Martin land; 
thence with said highway 
No. 31 22’ E. 100 feet to a 

stake; thence, thence, 
leaving said highway and 
with a new line, N. 58 38’ 
W. 322.34 feet to a stake 
which bears S. 53 W. 4.5 
feet from a mulberry tree; 

thence S. 53 W. 107.57 feet 
to a steel pin in the line of 

the lands of John H. Martin; 
thence with the latter S. 58 
38’ E. 362 feet to the place 

of beginning on U.S. 
Highway No. 11, and 

containing 0.786 of an acre, 
more or less. 

 
LESS, AND EXCEPT, 

HOWEVER, all that certain 
tract or parcel of land being 
0.4692 acres, more or less, 
as shown on plat of survey 
prepared by Reid McMurry, 
LS, dated March 13, 2000, 
and being New Botetourt 
County Tax Map #101D-

111A, and a copy of which 
plat is recorded in Deed 
Book 583, at Page 1090. 

 
AND BEING a the same 

property conveyed to Jimmy 
Wayne Huffman, by deed 
dated March 5, 2002, and 

recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
as Instrument # 0203137 

 
This sale is subject to all 

liens, easements, 
restrictions, conditions, and 

reservations of record 
affecting the title to the 
property hereinabove 

described, to the extent any 
of them have priority over 

the lien of the 
 Deed of Trust. 

TERMS OF SALE:  A 
bidder’s deposit of up to ten 

percent (10%) of the 
successful bid in certified 
funds required (certified or 

cashier's check made 
payable to Spilman, 

Thomas & Battle, PLLC or 
cash).  Settlement within 

thirty (30) days of sale with 
balance of purchase price 
paid in cash.  Additional 

terms may be announced at 
the time of sale.  The 

successful bidder will be 
required to execute a 

Memorandum of Trustee’s 
Sale outlining additional 

terms of sale and settlement 
that will be available for 

review prior to the 
announcement of sale. 

For Information Contact: 
Timothy J. Lovett, Esquire 
tlovett@spilmanlaw.com 

Spilman Thomas & Battle, 
PLLC 

P.O. Box 90 
Roanoke, Virginia  24002 
540-512-1800 Telephone 

 
Peter M. Pearl, 

 Bryson J. Hunter, and 
Timothy J. Lovett, 

Substitute Trustees 
 
 

NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE 
4427 Lee Highway 
Troutville, Virginia 

24175 
Tax Map/Parcel ID No. 

101D-111 
BOTETOURT COUNTY, 

VIRGINIA 
 

In execution of a credit line 
deed of trust dated July 13, 
2015 (the “Deed of Trust”), 
recorded in the Office of the 

Circuit Court of Botetourt 
County, Virginia, as 

Instrument No. 15002481, 
the undersigned Substitute 

Trustees, any or all of whom 
may act, will offer for sale at 

the front steps of the 
Botetourt County Circuit 

Court Clerk’s Office, 5 West 
Main Street, Fincastle, 

Virginia 24090-0219, on 
November 21, 2025, 

 at 12 o’clock p.m., property 
located at or near 4427 Lee 
Highway, Troutville, Virginia 

24175, which property is 
more particularly described 

as follows: 
LOCATED IN THE 

COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, STATE OF 

VIRGINIA 
 

Beginning at an iron pipe on 
the western side of U.S. 

Highway No. 11, a corner to 
the John H. Martin land; 
thence with said highway 
No. 31 22’ E. 100 feet to a 

stake; thence, thence, 
leaving said highway and 
with a new line, N. 58 38’ 
W. 322.34 feet to a stake 
which bears S. 53 W. 4.5 
feet from a mulberry tree; 

thence S. 53 W. 107.57 feet 
to a steel pin in the line of 

the lands of John H. Martin; 
thence with the latter S. 58 
38’ E. 362 feet to the place 

of beginning on U.S. 
Highway No. 11, and 

containing 0.786 of an acre, 
more or less. 

 
LESS, AND EXCEPT, 

HOWEVER, all that certain 
tract or parcel of land being 
0.4692 acres, more or less, 
as shown on plat of survey 
prepared by Reid McMurry, 
LS, dated March 13, 2000, 
and being New Botetourt 
County Tax Map #101D-

111A, and a copy of which 
plat is recorded in Deed 
Book 583, at Page 1090. 

 
AND BEING a the same 

property conveyed to Jimmy 
Wayne Huffman, by deed 
dated March 5, 2002, and 

recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of 
Botetourt County, Virginia, 
as Instrument # 0203137 

 
This sale is subject to all 

liens, easements, 
restrictions, conditions, and 

reservations of record 
affecting the title to the 
property hereinabove 

described, to the extent any 
of them have priority over 

the lien of the 
 Deed of Trust. 

TERMS OF SALE:  A 
bidder’s deposit of up to ten 

percent (10%) of the 
successful bid in certified 
funds required (certified or 

cashier's check made 
payable to Spilman, 

Thomas & Battle, PLLC or 
cash).  Settlement within 

thirty (30) days of sale with 
balance of purchase price 
paid in cash.  Additional 

terms may be announced at 
the time of sale.  The 

successful bidder will be 
required to execute a 

Memorandum of Trustee’s 
Sale outlining additional 

terms of sale and settlement 
that will be available for 

review prior to the 
announcement of sale. 

For Information Contact: 
Timothy J. Lovett, Esquire 
tlovett@spilmanlaw.com 

Spilman Thomas & Battle, 
PLLC 

P.O. Box 90 
Roanoke, Virginia  24002 
540-512-1800 Telephone 

 
Peter M. Pearl, 

 Bryson J. Hunter, and 
Timothy J. Lovett, 

Substitute Trustees 
 
 

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316, -317,20-104 
Case No. CL25-98 
VIRGINIA: IN THE 

CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
CITY OF SALEM 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA 

v. 
CL25-98 

JOSE A. GARCIA 
MARTINEZ 

NOTICE: ELVIRE 
MARTINEZ GARCIA, 

SURETY 
3957 HERSHBERGER RD. 

ROANOKE, VA 24017 
ORDER 

The object of this suit is 
to forfeit to the 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, a $600.00 surety 
bond which was posted 
by ELVIRE MARTINEZ 
GARCIA to ensure the 
appearance of JOSE A. 
GARCIA MARTINEZ in 
this Court as JOSE A. 

GARCIA MARTINEZ failed 
to appear in accordance 

with the terms and 
conditions of said bond. 
Service of process was 
attempted on ELVIRE 

MARTINEZ GARCIA at her 
last known address as 
listed herein, with the 

return of service being 
marked as "not found" at 

said address. 
ELVIRE MARTINEZ 

GARCIA is directed to 
appear before this Court 
on January 15, 2026 at 

9:00 A.M. to show cause 
why said bond should not 

be forfeited. 
Therefore, it is ORDERED 
that the Clerk of this court 

mail a copy of this 
ORDER to ELVIRE 

MARTINEZ GARCIA at her 
address listed herein and 
that a copy of this ORDER 

be posted at the Salem 
City Courthouse as 

required by law along with 
a copy of the 

accompanying affidavit. It 
is further ORDERED that 
this ORDER be published 
once each week for four 
successive weeks in the 
Salem Times Register or 
equivalent newspaper. 

ENTER This 16th day of 
October, 2025. 

G. CHANCE CRAWFORD, 
CITY OF SALEM CIRCUIT 

COURT CLERK 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The City of Salem School 
Board will hold a public 
hearing for comment on 
the FY 2026-27 budget on 
Tuesday, December 9th 
The hearing will begin at 
7:00 PM at the School 
Administrative Office, 510 
South College Avenue, 
Salem. 
Any citizen of Salem who 
wishes to address the 
Board should contact 
Susan E. Young, Clerk of 
the Board, at 540-389-0130 
by Friday, December 5, in 
order to be placed on the 
agenda. Individuals who 
plan to address the Board 
are requested to bring a 
copy of their remarks for the 
record. 
In accordance with Board 
Policy KD, Public 
Participation in Board 
Meetings, individuals who 
plan to address the Board 
are requested to: 
  provide their name and 
address, 
  address their remarks to 
the Board, 
  be brief, 
  provide a copy of their 
remarks for the record, and 
  be prepared to answer 
questions from the Board, 
  In unusual cases or 
cases of emergency, the 
Board, by consensus, may 
allow an individual or 
organization to speak if not 
on the agenda. 

Legals  -
Montgomery County

Legals  -
Botetourt County

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,-317,20-104 
Case No.CL25-2185 

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 

COUNTY OF 
MONTGOMERY 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LAWRENCE C. TABOR 
SHOW CAUSE ORDER 

AGAINST DISTRIBUTION 
It appearing that a report of 
the accounts of ATLANTIC 
UNION BANK, Executor of 
the Estate of Lawrence C. 
Tabor, deceased, of the 

debts and demands against 
his Estate has been filed 

in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of the 

County of Montgomery, and 
that six (6) months have 

elapsed since the 
qualification of the Executor, 

on motion of ATLANTIC 
UNION BANK, Executor. 

 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 
that the creditors of, and all 

others interested in, the 
Estate of Lawrence C. 

Tabor, do show cause, if 
any they can, at 9:00 am on 
the 4th day of December, 

2025, before this Court at its 
courtroom located at 55 E. 

Main Street, 1 st Floor, 
Christiansburg, Virginia 

24073, against the  
payment and delivery of the 

Estate of Lawrence C. 
Tabor, deceased, to the 

beneficiaries of the Estate 
without requiring refunding 

bonds. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the foregoing portion of 

this Order be published 
once a week for two  

successive weeks in News 
Messenger, a publication in 
the County of Montgomery, 

Virginia, and of general 
circulation in this 

jurisdiction. 
Entered this 3rd day of 

November, 2025. 
Honorable Judge 
 Robert M.D. Turk 

 
We request entry of this 

Order:  
Neil V. Birkhoff 

 (VSB No. 20091) 
Tyler S. Butt  

(VSB No. 99278) 
Neil.Birkhoff@woodsrogers.
com 
Tyler.Butt@woodsrogers.co
m 
Woods Rogers Vandeventer 

Black PLC 
10 South Jefferson Street, 

Suite 1800 
Roanoke VA 24011 

Telephone: (540) 983-7600 
Facsimile: (540)983-7711 

Legals -
City of Salem




