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Reimbursement resolution for capital

project approved by school board

Aila Boyd
aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The Craig County School Board
unanimouslyapprovedareimbursement
resolution Dec. 16 declaring its intent
to repay the school division for certain
capital improvement costs using future
state grant funds.

The resolution, identified as R2026-
01, allows Craig County Public Schools
to reimburse itself for expenditures
related to a capital project with proceeds

from one or more grants expected to
be awarded by the Commonwealth
of Virginia. The resolution applies to
qualifying expenses paid on or after
Oct. 17, 2025.

According to the resolution, the
school division has already advanced
funds to cover project-related costs and
expects those funds to be available only
temporarily. The board determined it
is necessary to reimburse the division
using grant proceeds once they are
received.

The capital project covered by the
resolution has a maximum expected
cost of $122,400. All expenditures
associated with the project are
considered properly chargeable to a
capital account under federal income
tax guidelines.

The resolution also establishes a
timeline for reimbursement, requiring
the school division to formally allocate
grant proceeds to reimburse eligible
expenses within 18 months after the
later of when the expense is paid

or when the project is placed into
service or abandoned. In no case may
reimbursement occur more than three
years after an expenditure is paid.

The measure took effect immediately
upon passage.

Vice Chair Darren Gilreath,
representing  the  Simmonsville
District, made the motion to approve
the resolution. It was seconded by
Heather Matheney of the Craig Creek
District and approved unanimously by

the board.

School board approves $503K budget

amendment for emergency shelter upgrades

Aila Boyd
aboyd@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The Craig County School Board
unanimously approved a budget
amendment at its Dec. 16 meeting
to incorporate $503,000 in state
and local funding awarded through
Virginia’s Emergency  Shelter
Upgrade Assistance Fund.

The funding will be used to secure
permanent standby generators
and retrofit emergency shelters to

comes from the commonwealth,
with a local match of $165,990
to be appropriated by the Craig
County Board of Supervisors.

The board amended the fiscal
year 2025-26 budget to reflect
the new revenue, allocating the
full $503,000 to capital outlay

within operations and maintenance

expenditures.
The motion was made by New
Castle District  representative

Walter Marsden and seconded by

within

- SCREENSHOT

Members of the Craig County School Board are pictured while discussing the
resolution.

improve emergency preparedness
Craig County Public
Schools.

Of the total award, $337,010

Simmonsville District representative
Darren Gilreath, vice chair. The
resolution took effect immediately
upon adoption.

Virginia Western’s CCAP
accepting applications

through February 1

ROANOKE - Thanks to the private-
public community partnership that funds the
Community College Access Program (CCAP),
484 students are attending Virginia Western
Community College tuition-free this fall.

Since 2008, public localities and private
donors have united in support of CCAP, which
is the largest “free college” program at a Virginia
community college. CCAP provides up to two
years of tuition for recent high school graduates
who meet program requirements, as funding
allows. More than 4,800 Roanoke Valley
students have participated in the program as
of fall 2025.

“We are so grateful to all of the CCAP
donors — municipal, corporate and private — for
helping thousands of students further their
education at Virginia Western over the past 17
years,” said Russell Ellett, Chair of the Virginia
Western Community College Educational
Foundation, a nonprofit affiliated with Virginia
Western Community College that administers

the program.

Roanoke region high school seniors may
apply for the fall 2026 CCAP scholarship now
through Feb. 1, 2026, at virginiawestern.edu/
ccap. Applicants must also apply to Virginia
Western and submit the Free Application for
Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) by the same
date.

Students who are ineligible to complete the
FAFSA can complete the Virginia Alternative
State Aid (VASA) application as an alternative,
also by the Feb. 1 deadline. The VASA provides
state aid only and is for Virginians who have
certain nonimmigrantvisas, are undocumented,
have Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) status or are otherwise ineligible to
file a FAFSA.

Those interested in learning more about
CCAP areinvited to attend a Zoom information
session on Jan. 15, 2026, from noon to 1 p.m.
To register, visit virginiawestern.edu/CCAP.

To stay up-to-date on important CCAP

COURTESY PHOTO

Virginia Western Gommunity College
application deadlines, financial aid workshops and more, sign up for text
alerts by texting “2026 ccap” to 877-235-2279. (Reply STOP to cancel,
HELDP for help; message and data rates apply.)

Recipients of the CCAP scholarship for 2025-26 are:

CRAIG COUNTY

First-year students:

Justin Boitnotte, Hayden Bradley, Emma Cole, Maggie Mays, Jamie
Ratliff, Talon Ritter and Erin Snider

Second-year students:

Matthew Lucas, Seth Parsons and Hayden Reynolds

Third-year students:

Ashton Early

For more information about CCAP, see virginiawestern.edu/ccap
or contact Annie Fentress, CCAP Coordinator, at (540) 857-6371 or
afentress@virginiawestern.edu

-The New Castle Record

Keep the holidays festive, fun and safe

RICHMOND—With holiday gatherings and
festivities in full swing, experts are urging caution to
keep celebrations safe for everyone.

Garlands, Christmas trees and twinkling lights are
hallmarks of the season. But for all the cheer they
bring, it's important to decorate responsibly. The
National Fire Protection Association reports that U.S.
fire departments respond to around 835 home fires per
year that begin with holiday decorations.

Safety experts advise using nonflammable decorations
when decking the halls, and keeping lit candles well
away from anything that can burn.

Before stringing lights, ensure they’re in good working
order. Replace strands with worn or broken cords
or loose bulb connections and follow manufacturer
guidelines for indoor or outdoor use. Use clips instead
of nails to hang lights to avoid damaging wires.

“Be careful with lighting,” cautioned Kim Price,
Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. farm field
underwriting manager. “Don’t overload circuits, check
light strands for frayed areas, and always turn them off
when you're away and at night when you're asleep.”

The centerpiece of holiday décor also deserves special
attention. Between 2018 and 2022, fire departments
responded to an annual average of 155 home fires
caused by Christmas trees. While uncommon, these
fires can grow fast and become serious.

“Keep those live Christmas trees watered and away
from vents,” Price advised.

According to NFPA, 35% of tree fires occur in
January when Christmas trees become more flammable
as they dry out. Trees should be kept well hydrated by
adding water daily. They should be placed at least 3 feet

from heat sources like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat

vents or lights, and don’t block any exits or doorways.
Properly dispose of the tree after Christmas or when
it’s dry.

Safety also extends to preparing a holiday feast.
NFPA reports that Christmas Day and Christmas Eve
rank second and third for home cooking fires, with
nearly double the daily average.

Unattended cooking is the leading cause of kitchen
fires and fire deaths, so always remain in the kitchen
while using the stovetop, and check on food frequently.

Items that can catch fire, like oven mitts, wooden
utensils, food packaging and towels, should be kept well
away from the stovetop. And always keep children a
safe distance from hot surfaces, liquids, electrical cords,
matches and lighters.

-Virginia Farm Bureau
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Charges certified in slaying case
Buchanan County man will likely waive grand jury

From the December 7, 1994 edition of
The New Castle Record

A judge has certified charges against a
Buchanan County man who is accused of
murdering his wife and leaving her body in
Craig County.

Dan Grigsby claims he did not murder his
wife, but his brother testified at a preliminary
hearing Friday that Grigsby admitted killing
Dolly Grigsby and asked for help disposing of
her body.

The testimony came in a preliminary hearing
in Craig County Juvenile and domestic Relations
court. Judge Dudley Emick certified the charges,
which ca now be sent to a grand jury, although
Commonwealth’s Attorney Thaddeus Cox said
the grand jury will likely be waived and a trial
date set.

Cox said he has not decided what sentence to
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Happy Holidays
& Best Wishes

Please know how much we apprec1ate
your patronage at Christmastime and

all year. We are truly grateful to have
customers like you!

# MarKket
Street
Pharmacy

317 Market St, New Castle, VA

(540) 864-8800
marketstpharmacy.com
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May Your Home
Be B[eaaeb!

To all our good friends Ear and
near, we wiag a Merry Chrigtmas
and a Happy New Year!

Shannon Hines, REALTOR®

shannonhinesrealtor@gmail.com

Wainwright
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540-520-8316
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TOP
REAL ESTATE

seek in court, although the charge of first-degree
murder carries up to a life sentence.

The trial will also be in Craig County, with
Circuit Court Judge Duncan Byrd presiding.

Dolly Grigsby’s remains were found when
a tip was given to state police. Cox said the
evidence suggests she was killed in Craig, which
is why the trial is located here.

The police informant was Mickey Breeding,
who is charged with a misdemeanor offense of
being an accessory to a crime. Because he was
not part of the crime until after the murder was
committed, the charge is a misdemeanor.

Grigsby’s brother, Ken, who testified against
him, has been charged with being an accessory
to the crime before it was committed, a felony
charge.

Both Ken Grigsby and Breeding will have to
appear in court in Craig again. Breeding will go
straight to trial, although no date has been set.

- TMHC

Monroe Health Center

WISHING ALL OF OUR PATIENTS
HEALTH AND HAPPINESS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

CRAIG COUNTY HEALTH CENTER CRAIG COUNTY DENTAL CENTER

Grigsby will have to face a preliminary hearing,
which is also unscheduled at this point.

In October, Breeding led police to two areas
of Craig County where Dolly Grigsby’s remains
were found. She was last seen alive in July, then
her husband filed a missing persons report in
Mercer County, W. Va., telling police she had
entered a Mercer County mall and had never
returned.

*Update: On May 26, 1995 Grigsby was
found guilty of 1st Degree Homicide and the
use of a firearm in a felony. He was sentenced
up to life in prison. He was eligible for parole in
May of 2022 and it was denied. He was 71 years
old and had served 27 years of his sentence.
hteps://www.southernfriedtruecrime.com/dolly-
rose-grigsby https://vpb.virginia.gov/media/
vnalhp2h/vpb-decisions-may22.pdf

-Prepared by Shelly Koon
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The stockings are hung,

The tvee’s glowing brz'ﬁ/tt,
t’s going to be a
wwwlerﬁd night!

Merry Christmas everyone, and thanks for your
continued loyal patronage with us. We look
forward to serving you in the new year.

(JGR) EXPRESS |

From our home to yours, we wish you and your
loved ones the best Christmas season ever!
Thank you for your loyal support this year.

THE FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK
OF CRAIG COUNTY
P.O. Box 400, 189 Main Street
NEW CASTLE, VIRGINIA

CHRISTMAS HOURS:
Closed Dec. 24th (@noon) and Dec. 25th
Closed Jan. 1st

www.fmbankcraig.com

MEeMBER FDIC

Peace
& Goodwill to All

As we celebrate this holy season, let’s remember to treat
one another with kindness, love and understanding. We
hope you'll join us in the true spirit of the season with
prayers of peace and goodwill toward all mankind.

Best wishes for a blessed Christmas
and a happy New Year.

Paitsel Funeral Home

P.O. Box 326, Main Street, New Castle
(540)864-5142
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Our sincere wishes for a glorious
holiday that gladdens your heart
and leaves you with wonderful
memories to last a lifetime.
Members like you have given us so
much to be thankful for, and we
greatly appreciate your patronage.

 MANAGEMENT AND
EMPLOYEES OF
CRAIG BOTETOURT

ELECTRIC CO-OP
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Recipe ol the Week
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Shelly

Koon

Contributing
Writer

Christmas and a movie

There’s a lot to love about Christmas; food, family,
friends, and all kinds of other words that don’t
start with the letter E I think there’s no better way
to enjoy the holidays than by watching holiday
movies. The Holiday movie has long been a family
tradition; your nearest and dearest gathering together
to enjoy a seasonal classic is as much a part of the
festivities for many people as the opening of presents
or grandpa falling asleep on the sofa shortly after
finishing Christmas dinner. Americans rank watching
holiday movies as one of their favorite traditions,
above tree decorating and cookie baking. Hallmark’s
40 new holiday movies this season is a drop in a
bucket already filled with old holiday classics from A
Christmas Story and White Christmas to new ones
like Love Actually and the Christmas Chronicles. Yes,
holiday movies are formulaic, predictable, and often
cheesy. But they also offset the stress, family pressure,
and gloom from shorter days and less sunshine. An
evening spent watching a feel-good movie can be an
easy, low-cost, and rewarding form of self-care.

Since very few of us have “Hallmark Christmas”
lives, the movies provide a welcome escape from the
pressures and demands of the real world. The holiday
season can bring unwanted guests and annoying
family members and the burdens of gift-giving and
entertaining. Holidays can exacerbate financial strain
and emphasize our loneliness and isolation. Images
of Christmas can also make us aware when our lives,
families, jobs, or friends don’t live up to our hopeful
ideals and desires. It's no wonder that depression and
anxiety spike during the holidays. It also explains the
relief we feel when holiday movies wildly exaggerate
those holiday woes, like Christmas with the Cranks,
Bad Santa, or Bad Moms Christmas.

There are several benefits from a journey into
Christmas movie land.

There is comfort in predictability. It is the grown-
up version of your kid watching the exact same video,
or wanting the exact same book read every single
time. We want that familiarity, but with dashes of
novelty to keep us more engaged. No matter what
happens, we know the two main characters will end
up together. The world is messy but you know these
will always have a happy ending. (Unless you are the
jerk boyfriend).

People often turn to their favorite programs when
feeling lonely. Just thinking about a favorite movie
increases positive emotions, decreases stress, and

increases the sense of community.

Holiday movies tap into
tradition and ritual, triggering
nostalgia for “the good old days”
when things seemed simpler,
kinder, and slower. Nostalgia
increases perceptions of social
support and fosters mental health
by amplifying positive memories
and recalling when everything
seemed possible. Holiday movies
let us revisit that innocence,
increasing our confidence while
escaping our obligations, stressors,
and realities and helping us
reimagine our world as full of

possibilities.
Whether laughing, crying,
or going “awwww,” holiday

movies allow us to experience
positive emotions, putting more
psychological resources at our
disposal and making us more able
to combat negative emotions that
raise blood pressure and increase
the release of stress hormones.

Its an added benefit that
most holiday movies are family-
friendly, providing a way to create
new traditions. Watching together
creates traditions and strengthens
bonds.

Also, they are good for drinking
games or trope bingo. I don’t
drink alcohol but it works with
hot cider too! I will include the
rules later. Grab your beverage of
choice and settle in for a fun time.

It’s always fun to indulge in a
bit of cringe around the holidays.
It’s like eating junk food. Empty
but satisfying. There is enough
stress in the world and this is a
good escape. Even if we roll our
eyes while watching.

In the years before on-demand
services, Blu-Rays or DVDs,
watching a Christmas movie was
more of a shared experience, a
time when a whole nation was
beholden to the whims of the
programmers working at the
major broadcasters who decided
what we watched and when. Mom
would write notes on the calendar
so we wouldn’t forget to watch.
My mom told me my 2nd grade
school pageant was moved to an
earlier time so we all could get
home in time to watch Charlie

Brown’s Christmas.

With Christmas on a Thursday
the deadlines for all the papers are
moved up and the days leading
up to the holiday are very busy in
our office. On Christmas Day,
Betsy and I will stay in our pjs,
watch movies, work a puzzle, and
eat Christmassy foods. I started
a new tradition a few years ago
on Christmas of making myself
nachos for dinner and watching
The Holiday. I really look forward
to my Christmas nachos and
movie!

COURTESY PHOTOS

Loaded Sheet Pan Nachos

Ingredients

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 pound ground beef (or turkey)

1 (1.25-0z) package taco
seasoning

1 (16-0z) jar salsa

1 (12-0z) bag corn tortilla chips
(red and green ones, I get mine at
Food Lion)

1 (15-0z) can black beans
drained and rinsed

1 (8.5-0z) can corn drained

1 small can sliced black olives
drained

1.5 cups shredded Mexican
cheese blend (cheddar works too!)

1 Roma tomato diced

1 small red onion diced

1 jalapeno thinly sliced

1 avocado cubed

Chopped cilantro (if you like it)

sour cream for serving

1. Prep: Heat oven to 400°F. Line
a baking sheet with aluminum foil

and spray with nonstick cooking
spray. Brown beef: Add olive
oil to large skillet over medium-
high heat, then add ground beef
and cook until browned. Drain if
desired, then stir in taco seasoning
and salsa. Assemble: Place tortilla
chips in single layer on the
prepared baking sheet. Top with
ground beef mixture, black beans,
corn, olives and cheese. Bake:
Place into oven and bake until
heated through and the cheeses
have melted, about 5-6 minutes.
Top with tomato, onion, jalapefo,
avocado, cilantro and serve with
sour cream.

Holiday Drinking Game

Google Christmas drinking
games and several lists will show
up.

The Rules:

Drink When...

Character’s name related to
Christmas

Reference to a dead relative

Hot cocoa, cider, or eggnog

Candy canes!

Snowball fight or ice skating

Adult bonds with an unrelated
child

Ugly Sweater or tie

Baking, Caroling,
Trimming

Big City Person in Small Town

Widow/er or Single Parent

Scenic Snow Vista

Precocious child/pet

Gratuitous dramatic exterior

Take 2 Drinks When...

Outsider partakes in an old
tradition

Near-miss/almost kiss

“Magical” Christmas item

Snowing on Christmas

Mistletoe!

Santa/Angel in disguise

Snowed-in or Flight Canceled

“Big Event” saves the day!

Montage

Someone
Christmas”

Finish Your Drink When...

The cynic is filled with the
Christmas Spirit

The protagonist leaves town,
only to return at the end

Community Tree
Ceremony!

The movie ends with “The Kiss”

Tree

says, “But, it’s

Lighting

Grant will expand milk dispenser program in Virginia schools

BRIDGEWATER—The Virginia State Dairymen’s
Association has received a $115,000 grant to expand
the use of bulk milk dispensers in school cafeterias
across the commonwealth.

The grant was made possible by the Van der Lely
Foundation, an independent initiative contributing
to a better world through entrepreneurship and
innovation.

This investment marks a major step in helping
more Virginia schools transition from single-use milk
cartons to a more student-friendly way of serving
milk, said Eric Paulson, VSDA executive director.

To date, the milk dispenser grant program has
supported 54 schools across 19 districts, totaling
77 dispensers statewide. Starting in 2026, VSDA
will expand the project to 18 additional cities and
counties through July 2027.

“This support accelerates a project that’s already
proving its value in Virginia schools,” Paulson
continued. “We're seeing less waste, higher milk
consumption, and an overwhelmingly positive
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response from school staff and students. It’s a simple
change with a big impact.”

Roughly three-quarters of children ages 2 to 18 do
not consume the daily recommended amount of real
dairy, according to the National Institutes of Health.

Switching to milk dispensers eliminates cartons,
which lowers packaging waste. Meanwhile, access
to dispensers significantly increases student milk
consumption. At one of the pilot schools, milk
packaging waste dropped by nearly 90%, while
overall consumption rose more than 50%.

Homestead Creamery in Franklin County delivers
milk directly to 30 schools and universities utilizing
the dispensers.

“Kids love the independence milk dispensers give
them to pick their flavor of ice-cold milk,” said Erin
Saacke, sales manager. “The dispensers keep it much
colder than refrigerated cartons, which can be a
challenge to open.”

And some students don’t like the taste of the
carton, she added, which results in waste of unopened

containers.

“When serving themselves from the dispensers, we
are finding that the kids actually are drinking it all
and receiving the nutrients they need,” Saacke said.
“We look forward to expanding into more school
systems and appreciate that the milk dispensers
preserve our product quality.”

Homestead Creamery’s fall Farm Day connects
families to the region’s farming traditions and dairy
sector.

“And they want to support local agriculture by
drinking local milk,” Saacke said.

Strengthening that connection between Virginia
students and the local dairy farms feeding their
communities is at the heart of this effort, Paulson
added.

“We're grateful to the Van der Lely Foundation for
believing in this work,” he said. “They’re helping us
scale something that benefits kids, farmers and the
environment.”

-Virginia Farm Bureau
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An iconic Christmas story that
continues to resonate with my family
and many others is Charles Dickens’
Christmas classic A Christmas Carol.

While the book was first published
in 1843 in London, Dickens’ writings
captivated audiences on both sides of
the Adantic.

Because of his popularity in the
United States, Dickens visited
numerous American communities for
reading tours.

During his 1842 travels, most of
which were spent in the Northeast,

Dickens even visited Richmond,
Virginia!
More than two decades later,

Dickens would return to the United
States.

In an 1868 performance, President
Andrew Johnson watched a Dickens
performance at Carroll Hall in
Washington, DC. Days later, Dickens
and Johnson would meet at the White
House.

American audiences were eager
to watch the magnificent Charles
Dickens in action! While plenty was
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the 9th: A Dickens Christmas

desired during these performances,
perhaps nothing was desired more
than a rendition of A Christmas Carol.

But that is not the only Dickens
Christmastime story.

Another Dickens Christmastime
piece that drew acclaim was The
Cricket on the Hearth.

Under less-than-ideal circumstances,
the characters in the story seek to find
peace in the world. Many people felt
like they could connect to the story’s
key message.

Although the story does not have
any connection to Christmas, The
Cricket on the Hearth became a
popular Dickens Christmas tale!

This is not totally uncommon in
American pop culture.

The hit 1934 song “Winter
Wonderland” is written by Felix
Bernard and Richard Smith. The song
continues to play in public squares,
malls and stores.

Yet, the song does not actually
celebrate Christmas, just the winter
season and snow!

Likewise, while not focused on the
theme of Christmas, The Cricket
on the Hearth is an uplifting story
that gained widespread appeal in the
19th century. However, it received
much more attention in the United
Kingdom than in the United States.

Accordingly, Dickens described The
Cricket on the Hearth as a “quiet and
domestic” novel. The story resonated

more with UK audiences seemingly
because of its parallels with UK life.

Therefore, American audiences
were more likely to catch a Dickens
performance of A Christmas Carol.

The many iterations of the Christmas
classic’s main character, Ebenezer
Scrooge, is displayed in American
literature, cinema and theater.

Scrooge is a contemptible, bitter
and divisive figure who lacks feeling
and empathy for others.

Throughout the story, Dickens
employs different spirits to visit
Scrooge. Each spirit tries to compel
Scrooge to reflect on his wrongs and
change his ways for good.

As we know it, Scrooge undergoes a
personal transformation. He becomes
a more respectful, humane, and
compassionate figure. It is evident
to see his generosity at the end of
A Christmas Carol as he delivers
wonderful gifts to those who are less
fortunate!

Scrooge’s personal growth is a story
that compels the heart, body and
soul. To some, his transformation is
a miracle!

A Christmas Carol challenges us all
to strive to be better human beings
in our homes, our communities and
our lives.

The teachings from this Dickens
story strike a similar tune with other
cultural and religious readings at this
time of year.

For me and my family, we also
join Christians around the world to
celebrate the joyous story documenting
the birth of Jesus Christ!

His birth is a miraculous moment.
It serves as a gift from God to save
His children from sin and remodel our
lives in His image and name.

Jesus teaches us we can be
transformed through faith in Him.
Further, Jesus inspired our

communities to deliver gifts, such as
kindness, charity and humanity.

His miracles and teachings also
continue to draw large audiences
around the world! This season, many
churches will be full of joy, inspired
to pray and spread His gifts to others.

This time of year is not just a
special time for Christians, but it
presents opportunity for people of
all backgrounds to come together
with their families and celebrate their
blessings.

That is why I show appreciation
and respect for people of all faiths,
religions and beliefs.

As is the case every year, I look
forward to reflecting on these impactful
and spirited Christmas stories.

We have many blessings to celebrate,
especially those that come from the
birth of Jesus Christ.

And in the words of Dickens’
beloved character from A Christmas
Carol, Tiny Tim, “God bless us,

everyone!”

Guest religion column: Four views on
Christmas: Part 2 of 2
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Last week we began to look at
the four Gospels, and the story
each tells us to introduce us to the
birth of the Savior Jesus Christ.
(if you missed it, be sure to look
for last week’s paper!)

We pick up today with Luke’s
message.

The Gospel of Luke was written
by Dr. Luke, a physician and a
companion of the Apostle Paul.
As a doctor, he was very detail
oriented in his writing! The book
was likely written between 60 and
80 AD, and it is considered by
many to be a two-volume work
with the Acts of the Apostles.

His Message? Jesus is the Savior
for All Peoples (Luke 1-2). Jesus
is the perfect man!

Luke gives the most detailed
historical and personal account:
Angelic  announcements  to
Zechariah and Mary (Luke 1),
Mary’s genealogy to prove again
who Jesus descended from, and
Mary’s beautiful song (Luke 1:46—
55) — called The Magnificat.

Luke captures Mary’s initial

fear, her thoughtful questions, and
ultimately her beautiful surrender:
‘I am the Lord’s servant. May
everything you have said about
me come true” (Luke 1:38, NLT).

He also details John the Baptist’s
birth, the census under Quirinius
(Luke 2:1-2) and the shepherds
in the field (Luke 2:8-20). Luke
introduces two very old people
Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25-
38) elderly saints who had waited
their entire lives, finally see God’s
salvation with their own eyes.

Luke’s audience was a Greek
audience. Greeks valued human
excellence and philosophical
inquiry, (they invented the
Olympics and gave birth to western
philosophy - Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle).  Luke presents Jesus
as the perfect human being - the
ideal man who represents all
humanity before God.

Luke’s nativity account is rich
with human emotion and divine
wonder. He begins with the angel
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary:
“Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you

(Luke 1:30-31, NLT).

Then, Luke expanded his
text to include ordinary folks,
responding to God’s extraordinary
grace. Elizabeth, (the mother of
John the Baptist) was filled with
the Holy Spirit, and recognized
Jesus even while He’s still in
Mary’s womb. The shepherds,
society’s outcasts, became the first
evangelists.

So, Luke tells us, “She gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped
him snugly in strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because
there was no lodging available for
them” (Luke 2:7, NLT).

The Creator of the universe
entered His creation not in a
palace, but in a stable. He was not
announced by trumpets, but by
angels appearing to the shepherds.

Why do we need Luke’s
perspective? Because it shows
us that God’s plan included
becoming one of us completely.
Jesus knows what it’s like to be a

See Guest Religion Column
page 5
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Jesus knows what its like to be a baby, a child, a
teenager, and an adult.

He experienced human growth, human
relationships, and human emotions. When we
face struggles, we can know that our Savior truly
understands because He walked the same path of
human experience.

Luke’s Christmas message is that Jesus is the Savior
for all kinds of people, from shepherds to kings.

John’s Message

The Book of John (the Gospel) was written by
John the Apostle, one of Jesus' twelve disciples, and
the youngest one. He was probably just a young teen
when he walked with Jesus. John wrote five of the
New Testament books, about 20% in total. He was
also a son of Zebedee who refers to himself as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved” but never by name. John’s
gospel was the last written, around 90 AD.

The Gospel of John message is this - Jesus is the
Eternal Word of God - Made Flesh (John 1:1-18).

If Matthew shows us Jesus as King, Mark as
Servant, and Luke as perfect Man, John reveals Jesus
as the eternal God. And like Mark, John includes
no traditional Christmas story. Instead, he takes us
back before time began. John has a totally different
approach. John gives no shepherds, no manger,
no genealogy— but he opens the heavens: “In the
beginning was the Word... and the Word was God.”
(John 1:1)

“In the beginning the Word already existed. The
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
existed in the beginning with God. God created
everything through him, and nothing was created
except through him” (John 1:1-3, NLT). John
doesn’t start with Jesus’ human birth - he starts with
His eternal existence. Before Bethlehem, before
Mary, before time itself, Jesus was.

But then comes the most stunning verse in all of

Scripture: “So the Word became human and made
his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of
the Father’s one and only Son” (John 1:14, NLT).

Why do we need John’s perspective? Because it
reminds us that Christmas isn’t just about a baby
being born — it's about God becoming flesh. The
infinite became finite, the eternal entered time,
the invisible became visible. This is the mystery
of the incarnation that no human mind can fully
comprehend,

yet by faith we embrace it as the cornerstone of
our salvation.

John’s Christmas Message is that Jesus is the
incarnation—fully God, fully man, dwelling among
us to bring grace and truth.

God’s Perfect Plan Was Revealed in Christmas.

The four gospels together paint a complete picture
of our Savior and Lord. It’s like assembling a jigsaw
puzzle - each piece is essential, and only when all
pieces are in place do we see the full image.

Matthew shows us that Jesus is the promised King
- the fulfillment of every Old Testament prophecy

Mark presents Jesus as the perfect Servant - the
One who came not to be served but to serve.

Luke reveals Jesus as the ideal human being - the
Second Adam who succeeded where the first Adam
failed.

John unveils Jesus as eternal God - the Word who
became flesh.

Together, these four perspectives give us a complete
understanding of Jesus.

*  Jesus is Prophet (revealing God’s truth),

. Priest (mediating between God
humanity),

J and King (ruling over God’s kingdom).

. He is fully God and fully man, the bridge

between heaven and earth, the answer to humanity’s

and

VDOT Roadwatch

deepest need.

But here’s the beautiful thing about God’s plan -
it’s not just about who Jesus is, but what He came to
do. Each gospel writer shows us different aspects of
Jesus’ mission.

e  Matthew emphasizes His role as Messiah
bringing God’s kingdom.

. Mark focuses on His works of power and
service.

e Luke highlights His compassion for the
marginalized and lost.

e  John reveals His Divinity and His purpose
to give eternal life to all who believe.

God’s plan, unfolding through these four distinct
yet harmonious accounts, shows us that salvation is
available to all people - Jews and Gentiles, rich and
poor, powerful and powerless, young and old. The
wise men and the shepherds, Mary and Elizabeth,
Simeon and Anna - all represent different segments
of humanity finding hope in the Christ child.

Every Gospel draws us to worship Christ, and
Christmas reveals the Savior we all need. Lets all
remember this year that Christmas is about the
Christ child, who came to save us from our sins.

If you don’t know Jesus as your savior, and would
like to speak with someone, feel free to call us or
come to worship with us on Sunday morning. We
would love to tell you more about Jesus!

Merry Christmas!

Craig Valley Baptist Church, ar 171 Salem Ave in
New Castle, welcomes you to visit and share in the
love of God we have experienced. We meet Sundays at
11AM, with an upbeat service of music, sharing and
preaching.  You dont need to dress up, and you won’t
be asked to speak, so just come and hang out and meet
new and old friends! Questions?  Call 540-864-5667
or email pastor@cv-be.com.

- Pastor Scott Gabrielson

INTERSTATE 81

Exit 162 Acceleration
Ramp Extension,
Botetourt County
(Updated Dec. 12,
2025) — Work continues
to extend the on-ramp
from Route 11 to
northbound I-81 about
1,000 feet. The ramp
is open. The project
includes installing
drainage structures and
constructing a retaining
wall alongside the slope.
Barrier wall is installed
along the right shoulder
of northbound I-81 at
exit 162. Additional

ramp and lane closures
may occur during
nighttime hours.
Electronic ~ message

boards will alert drivers
to closures or schedule
changes. Expected
completion: late 2026.

. Lane closures:
Nighttime right and left
lane closures possible on
[-81.

Exit 156  Bridge
Work, Botetourt
County (Updated Dec.
12, 2025) — Milling and
paving of the bridge
deck on northbound
and southbound I-81 at
exit 156 is underway.
Work  begins  on
northbound lanes, then
moves to southbound.

Temporary traffic
barriers are in place on
westbound Route 640
under 1-81 bridges with
lanes narrowed to 11
feet.

. Lane closures:
Nighttime outside and
inside lane closures 9
p-m. to 6 a.m. on I-81
mile markers 155-157.

. Slow roll
operations and flagging
may occur during

barrier wall placement
on Route 640. Expected
completion: fall 2026.

Acceleration  Ramp
Extensions, Mile Marker
94 Pulaski County
& Mile Marker 105
Montgomery County
(Updated Dec. 12,
2025) — Southbound
entrance ramp at MM
94 and northbound
entrance ramp at MM
105 are being extended.
Work begins at MM 94,
then moves to MM 105.

. Lane closures:
Nighttime lane closures
7 pm. to 6 am.,
Sunday—Thursday.

J Shoulder
closures  throughout
work zone.

. Ramp closures:
Possible.

. R a m p
narrowing or shifts:

Possible during

nighttime hours.
Expected completion:
summer 2026.

Exit 89 Bridge

Rehabilitation, Pulaski
County (Updated Dec.
12, 2025) — Bridge work
at exit 89 underway.
Shoulder closure in
place; ramp and lane
closures possible.
Drivers should monitor
message boards for
updates.

. Ramp closures:
Exit  89B on-ramp
from Draper Valley
Road to northbound
I-81 and  off-ramp
from northbound I-81
to Draper Valley Road
closed. Detour via Exit
94 (Pulaski) and Route
11 recommended.

Lane Widening
Project, Exit 137 to Exit
141, Roanoke County
& Salem (Updated Dec.
12,2025)—$179 million
design-build  project
widening I-81 from two
to three lanes in both
directions between mile
markers 136.6-141.8.
Work includes bridge
replacements, sound
barrierwalls, interchange
lighting, and ramp
improvements.

. Ramp closures:
Exit 137 northbound
off-ramp closed Dec.

15-19, nightly. Exit
140 southbound on/off
ramps may close.

o Lane closures:
Nighttime left/right lane
and shoulder closures 8
p-m.—6 a.m., Sunday-
Thursday; lane widths
reduced to 11 feet.

o Traffic  shifts:
Possible on I-81 at exit
140 and on Wildwood
Road.

o Flagging
operations: Route 635
and Route 619.

o Uneven
pavement possible.

o Work zone
speed: 60 mph posted.
Expected completion:
early 2026.

I-81 Widening,
Mile Marker 143-150
(Updated Dec. 12,
2025) - Survey and

preparation work
underway.  Shoulder
strengthening may

require lane closures.
Barrier walls planned.

o Traffic  shift:
Southbound traffic

shifted to right shoulder
from exit 150 to 146.

. Lane closures:
Nighttime right and left
lane closures 9 p.m.—6
a.m.

J Shoulder
closures: In  place;
additional barrier walls
to be installed.

. Traffic impacts:
Ramps may be narrowed
at exits 143, 146, 150.
Flagging on Belle Haven

Tickle Oil & Propane

Serving Craig County
Call today for prices!
540-626-6000
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CHESTNUT GROVE CHURCH
Duane Wente, Minister, Rt. 42, New
Castle, 540-864-5692. Sunday: Worship
10:00 a.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Pastor Don Brown, Corner of Salem
and Wagner, New Castle, 580-3228.

Sunday Worship 10:30am  (Children
meet separately, Nursery provided).
Bible Study - Wednesday 6p Teens -
Wednesday 6p. Ministries: Men, Ladies,
Young Adult, and Seniors. Times vary,
call for details.
CRAIG COUNTY COMMUNITY
CHURCH
‘WELCOME HOME!'

Sunday service 9-10:15am at the VFW
building in New Castle. Casual dress
if you desire and contemporary praise
and worship. If you don’t have a ‘home’
church, please join us at ours with
Raymond Christian and Tim Creasy.
Check us out on facebook or contact us
at: craigcountycommunitychurch@gmail.
com.

CRAIG VALLEY BAPTIST
Pastor Scott Gabrielson, church phone
864-5667, 171 Salem Avenue, Food
Pantry available (M,W,F) 9am-noon.
Sunday School 10am, Worship 11am,
Mondays 6:30pm Men and Ladies Bible
Study, Wednesday: Bible Buddies 6:30pm,
Bible Study 7pm. craigvalleybaptist@

gmail.com
CROSSROADS CHURCH
21892 Craigs Creek Road, New Castle.
Pastor Kenny Davis. 540-765-9418.
Sunday School - 9:30am, Sunday
Worship - 10:30am.
ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom,
is a simple teaching that focuses on the
Light and Sound of God to help people
find more love in their life. We offer a
Spiritual Event on the 2nd. Sunday of
each month. The program may be a
Light and Sound Service, a Spiritual
video and discussion, or other topics and
techniques to help Raise Your Spiritual
IQ. The Roanoke ECK Center is located
at 1420 3rd. St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.
For more information visit www.eck-va.
org or call 540- 353-5365. People of all
faiths are welcome.
FIRST BAPTIST
Corner of Main Street & Boyd Ave.,
New Castle. Church phone 864-5919.
Sunday School 10:00AM, Sunday
Worship 11:00AM and 6PM. Wednesday
Evening Bible Study 7PM, Youth Group
7:00PM, Reformers Unanimous Addiction
Recovery every Friday evening at 7PM.
GRACE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
5530 Catawba Valley Drive, Catawba,
VA, (540) 384-7075, Rev. Dr. Loraine
Taylor, agladypastor@msn.com. Sunday

Service @ 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Adult
Bible Study @ 7:00 p.m. Youth (Ages
13-18) & Super Church (Ages 4-12)
7:00 p.m. Facebook Livestream each
Sunday morning @ 10:30 a.m. www.
graceassemblycatawba.org

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
159 Old Railroad Ave, New Castle, 540-
864-PRAY, Sunday School 9:00AM, Sun-
day Worship Service 10:00AM.
LEVEL GREEN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3388 Cumberland Gap Rd. Newport,
Duane Wente, Minister, 540-544-7179.
Sunday School 10:00am, Sunday
Morning Worship 11:00am, Children’s
Church 11:00am. Choir Practice, bi-
weekly 7:00pm, Ladies meeting first
Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST

Pastor Lee Looney, Rt. 311 N., New
Castle, 540-5257662. Sunday: Sunday
School 10AM, 11AM, & 6PM. Wednesday
Bible Study 7PM.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN
4199 Craig Valley Drive, New Castle,
Jonathan Lee, pastor, 864-6622. Sunday:
Worship Service 9:00 a.m., Children’s
Church 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:30
a.m.

NEW CASTLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“WHERE YOUR HEART CAN FEEL
THE DIFFERENCE”

282 Salem Ave., New Castle; 864-5212;

Pastor Bill Frazier. Sunday Service: 10
AM.; Wednesday night Bible study at
6:00 P.M. for K-5; If you need a ride to
church, please contact Calvin Duncan by
8 P.M. on Saturday at 864-5321; www.nc-
cc.org.

NEW CANTERBURY
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Zane “Sput” Jones, phone: 540-
309-3170, Rt. 621, Sunday Prayer 10:00-
10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.;

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 pm.
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

118 Main Street, New Castle. Service
Times: Sunday, Bible classes-10 a.m.,
Worship-11:00 a.m., Evening Worship-6
p.m.; Wednesday, Bible classes - 7 p.m.

NEW CASTLE UNITED METHODIST
Rev. San Kang, 364 Main St., New Castle,
Va. Sunday School 10AM, Worship 11AM;
UMW 3rd Wednesday@1PM, Youth and
other programs, Bible Studies.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CATHOLIC CHURCH

99 2nd Street, New Castle. Tel: 540-473-
3691. Email: StJohnnewcastle@gmail.
com. Mass is on Sunday at 11:15 AM.

If your church is not listed and
if you are interested,
call Wendi Craig at 276-340-2445
or email advertise@
mainstreetnewspapers.com
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Handyman

Services

Handyman

Services
Any and all deck building
and repair, staining, ramps
and pressure washing.
Any and all other home
repair needs.
Call James at
540.583.2468

Cemetery Plots

For Sale

Burial Plot for Sale
Sunrise Burial Park,
Fairlawn, VA.
Section: Garden of The
Good Shepherd, near
statue of Christ.
$950.00. Contact N.J.
Burke, 540-639-6966.
Leave your contact
information.

For Sale
2 Burial Plots
located in
Roselawn
Cemetery in
Christiansburg, Va.
located in Garden of
Devotions.
Price is $1,500.00 per plot.
This price is several
hundred dollars UNDER
market value.

Contact Philip or Shirey
Gilley at
gilley1325@msn.com or at
540 -320-4755

Legals -

City of Salem

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
Council of the City of
Salem, at its regular
meeting on Monday,
January 12, 2026, at 6:30
p.m., in Council Chambers,
City Hall, 114. N. Broad
Street, in the City of Salem,
Virginia, will hold a public
hearing, pursuant to
Sections 15.2-2204 and
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as amended, to
consider the following
requests relative to the
CODE OF THE CITY OF
SALEM, VIRGINIA:

1. Consider the request of
Khalili LLC, property
owners, and Jay Patel or
Assigns, contract
purchaser, to rezone the
property located at 1000
Electric Road (Tax Map
#221-2-1) from RB
Residential Business
District to HBD Highway
Business District to allow
the installation of

fuel tanks and a canopy for
operation of a gasoline
station.

2. Consider amending
Chapter 66, Article I, In
General, Section 66-11,
Application of chapter

to certain types of signs,
Article IV, Permitted signs
by use and district, Sections
66-105, Permitted signs and
66-107 Prohibited signs,
and Article V, Definitions,
Section 66-151 Definitions,
of the CODE OF THE CITY
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
pertaining to signs.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office of
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the

said requests.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
BY:

H. Robert Light

Clerk of Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSAL TO
CLEANUP AN
UNDERGROUND
STORAGE TANK
(UST) SITE

There has been a release
from an underground
storage tank system at:
Former Speedway #4635
1000 Electric Road

Salem, Virginia 24153

The Department of
Environmental Quality
(DEQ) is requiring
Speedway, Inc. (Speedway)
to develop a

Corrective Action Plan to
address cleanup of the
petroleum release at this
site. If you have any
questions regarding the
cleanup, please contact
Speedway’s environmental
consultant, AECOM:
AECOM

Travis McKee
Travis.McKee1@aecom.co
m

The Corrective Action Plan
is currently in development
and will be submitted to the
Blue Ridge Regional

Office of DEQ by December
15, 2025. If you would like
to review or discuss the
proposed Corrective
Action Plan with the staff of
DEQ, please feel free to
contact Mr. Jonathan
Newbill (DEQ) at 540-562-
6700. DEQ Blue Ridge
Regional Office will consider

City of Salem

written comments submitted

no later than January

15, 2026, regarding the
proposed Corrective Action
Plan and may decide to
hold a public meeting if
there is significant public
interest. Written comments
should be sent to DEQ at
the address listed below.

DEQ request that all written

comments reference the
tracking number for this
case, PC#2019-2038.
Department of
Environmental Quality
Blue Ridge Regional Office
Petroleum Remediation
Team

901 Russell Drive

Salem, VA 24153

Legals -

Botetourt County

Trustee's Sale
187 SPRING
HOLLOW RD,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175
(Parcel ID: 11123)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
1/5/2024, in the original
principal amount of
$264,926.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the
Botetourt County, Virginia
on 1/8/2024, as Instrument
No. 240000041, the
undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on 3/4/2026 at 2:00
PM, Front of building of the
Circuit Court Building For
Botetourt County, 1 West
Main Street, Fincastle,
Virginia 24090, the property
designated as 187 SPRING
HOLLOW RD,
TROUTVILLE, VA 24175.

Located in the County of
Botetourt, Commonwealth
of Virginia:

Lot 15, Block 2, according
to Map No. 2 Subdivision,
Portion of Property of S. E.
Wilkinson and G. W. Wills,
made by C. B. Malcolm &
Son, S.C.E., dated
November 21, 1951,
recorded in the Clerk's
Office of the Circuit Court of
Botetourt County, Virginia,
in Plat Book 3, page 184,
and being further described
as follows:

BEGINNING at the
intersection of Lot 14 and
Lot 15 at an iron pipe in the
edge of Spring Hollow
Road; thence along the
property line of Lots 14 and
15, N.30°22'W. 203.14
feet to an iron stake in the
property line of Lots 2 and
3; thence N. 58° 44'E.
100.01 feet to an iron stake
in the property line of Lots
15 and 16; thence S. 30°
22'E. 204.71 feet along the
property line of Lots 15 and
16 to an iron stake in Spring
Hollow Road; thence S. 59°
38" W. 100 feet along
Spring Hollow Road to the
point of Beginning; and
BEING the same property
conveyed to the Grantor
herein by Deed dated
January 4, 2024, recorded
contemporaneously with
this Deed of Trust.

TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $26,492.60 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder's deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
retumed to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 days. The
successful bidder will be
responsible for obtaining
possession of the property,
and for all costs and fees
related to recording the
Trustee's Deed, including
the grantors tax. The
successful bidder will be
required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review
upon request before the
sale, outlining additional
terms of sale and
settlement. A Trustee's
Deed will be prepared by
Trustee's attorney at high
bidder's expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector. Vylla Solutions -
Virginia, LLC,

283 Constitution Drive,
Suite 102, Office B,

Virginia Beach, VA 23462,
File No. 25-37622,

Tel: 888-313-1969

The best place
to find it,
sell it, buy it,
and announce it.

389-9355

Legals -

City of Radford

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 904 17th Street,
Radford, VA 24141

In execution of a Deed of
Trust in the maximum
principal amount of
$107,500.00 dated
February 14, 2008 recorded
among the land records of
the Circuit Court for City of
Radford on February 20,
2008 as Instrument
Number: 200800177, the
undersigned appointed
Substitute Trustee will offer
for sale at public auction, at
the Main entrance of the
courthouse for the Circuit
Court of City of Radford,
619 Second Street, West
Radford, VA 24141 on
January 30, 2026 at 02:30
PM the property described
in said deed of trust, located
at the above address and
briefly described as: All that
tract or parcel of real estate
located, lying and being in
the West Ward of the City of
Redford, Virginia, and more
particularly described as
follows, to-wit: Beginning at
a point which is located N.
51 deg. 11' E. a distance of
72.00 feet from the
intersection of the westerly
boundary of Taylor Street
with the northerly boundary
of Seventeenth Street,
thence S. 43 deg. 03'E. a
distance of 209.90 feet to a
point thence S. 63 deg. 23'
W. a distance of 68.50 feet
to a point; thence N. 41 deg.
27" W. a distance of 224.00
feet to a point; thence along
the northerly boundary of
Seventeenth Street, S. 51
deg. 11' W. a distance of
72.10 feet to the point of
Beginning, and being all of
Lot 17-B, of the Re -
Subdivision of a portion of
P.L. Carter's Lots” as shown
on a plat prepared by E.
Staley Clements. Jr., C.L.S.,
dated September 3, 1962.
Tax ID: 16-(2)-17B. TERMS
OF SALE: A bidder’s
deposit of $10,000.00 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower, will be
required in the form of a
certified or cashier’s check.
Cash will not be accepted
as a deposit. Settlement
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Trustee may
forfeit deposit. Additional
terms to be announced at
sale. This is a
communication from a debt
collector. This notice is an
attempt to collect on a debt
and any information
obtained will be used for
that purpose. (Trustee # 25-
012428) Substitute Trustee:
ALG Trustee, LLC C/O
Orlans Law Group PLLC
PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777-7101
website: www.Orlans.com

LEGAL NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

The Christiansburg Town
Council will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
January 13, 2026 at
7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
conceming:

Street vacation request by
Zack Bracket to vacate an
approximately 206-foot
portion
unimproved right-of-way on
the west side and an
approximately 82-foot
unimproved rightof-way on
the north side of property
located at 301 Radford
Street NW, identified as Tax
Parcel 526 - ((23 BK 2)) - 1;
Parcel ID 009163.
Information on the
preceding ordinance, the
Town’s Zoning Map, Zoning
Ordinance, and Future
Land Use Map may be
viewed in the Planning
Department, 100 E. Main
Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073-3029 during
normal office hours of 8:00

Tie New CasTLE?

CORD

a.m. —5:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
Contact the Planning
Department by phone at
(540) 382-6120 ext. 1902 or
by email at
planning@christiansburg.or
g with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.
Written comments may be
sent to the preceding
address; please allow
adequate mailing time.

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN, By
the Board of
Supervisors of the
County of
Montgomery,
Virginia
that the Board of
Supervisors intent to
consider a proposed
Ordinance to Delay the
Assessment of Penalty and
Interest on the 2025 Real
Estate B Taxes and the
2025 Personal Property
Taxes Due on December 5,
2025 to December 8, 2025
to be considered by the
Board of Supervisors at
their regularly scheduled
meeting on Monday
January 12, 2026, at 7:15
p.m., or as soon thereafter
at the Montgomery County
Government Center, 2nd
floor Board Room, 755
Roanoke Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia.

A copy of the full text of the
Ordinance is on file in the
Office of the County
Administrator and is
available on line on the
County Website
Montva.com for public
inspection or copying.

BY ORDER OF THE
BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
Angela M. Hill
County Administrator

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

TOWN COUNCIL

The Town of Christiansburg
Town Council will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday,
January 13, 2026, at 7:00
PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
conceming:

A. Conditional Use Permit
request by Clayco, LLC,
Property Owner and
Applicant, to allow a
Planned Housing
Development of 28 muilti-
family residential dwelling
units on approximately
2.031 acres located
northwest of the intersection
of Chrisman Street SW and
First Street SW, between
101 Chrisman Street SW
and 400 W Main Street;
consisting of all of Tax
Parcel 526-((A))-138 (Parcel
ID 013446); zoned
Multifamily Residential
District (R-3). The property
is designated as Residential
on the Future Land Use
Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

A copy of the applications,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact the
Planning Department, at
(540) 382-6128, ext. 1902
or by email at
planning@christiansburg.or

g,
with any questions or if you
require reasonable
accommodations.

A GREAT DEAL IN
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355
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RADFORD Nexsloure!

STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote  your  upcoming

auctions statewide! Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audience.
Call this paper or Landon
Clark at Commonwealth Media
Solutions 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-844-
746-2332

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed!  LeafFilter s
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime  transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
614-6667 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer details.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty  with  qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-947-1479
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In  Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime  warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality
materials &  professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts ~ Available.  Call
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$475+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with

flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.

For more information, call
1-855-262-5564

For your FREE information

Transform Your Bathroom
and Change Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF
e 1-811-591-9950
Ry safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
‘may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

Stop cleaning-out £

your gutters
this season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025

LeafFilter

15% OFF +10%

Leaf@Filter

- PROTECTION

AN ADDITIONAL

Discount For
Seniors + Military

Be prepared before the next power outage.
: ' Lm

It’s not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*

-valued at $535.
Call 844-947-1479

to schedule your free quote!

“Terms and Conditions apply:

WHAT
BROKE

GENERAC
e

WHAT
THEY CLAIMED

Their lies come out of your wallet. Insurance fraud
costs everyone in Virginia $1,000 per year. Learn
how to spot it and report it at TheCostOfFraud.com.

STAMP

RGINIA §

v
INSURANCE FRAUD PROGRAM

THE CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVER!

It’s easy to sell your stuff!
Just call 540-389-9355

GHT. SOLD. SAVED.

CALL NOW TO
ADVERTISE!

)
/4
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CARPET

RE-STRETCHING!
STEVEN W. DURRANCE

Craig County Health Center

226 Market Street - New Castle, VA : FLOORS
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs » New Sales * Expert
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services 540-776-9591
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care Cell: 540-353-7908 540 404-95908
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks Licensed & Insured 1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS carpetroanoke.com
* % .
xx * x . . EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
¥ adl X Residential and Ifyou Eeh.eve 5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 ©pgs
Commercial 1N your busIness P.O. Box 21483 Eb
. and want to Roanoke, VA 24018 B
. Construction build it
SOUTHERN TRACE - SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
BUILDING e 540-966-0688 A DVE RT I S E | INSURANCE AGENT 0
*** 5 PO Box 630 = | | ceil (540)819-9179 - Office (540)981-1124 |
*x X Daleville, VA 24083 Place your ad here, Fax (540) 981-1266
herri@eadesandlower. AUTO | HOME
www.southerntracellc.com call 540-389-9355 Wﬂgﬁzsgﬁgrowiﬂf:m BUSINE|SS | LIFE
NOW TAKING CU§;‘I' OMERS Sunflooring Inc. Shopping Starts
 aaii i a

\ | : ) Newspaper
‘2 GRABERS| ||, srEvesvrma [G@& ) Here) i

CABINETS & FURNITURE LLC With over 40 years of experience | | Works!
g —— g Specializing in Hardwood Floors, < .
ca""“ fOI' your Woodworkmg needs Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring, &/ 1 To place
New Showroom 00m|ng Soon! B Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
10869 Cumberland Gap Road, New Castle Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank your ad here,

540-790-9893 (no text messages) 540-556-3100 ; call 540-389-9355

mgraber@emailprint.net

ft
fnsr’|| ADVERTISE!

Tuesday Friday 10 - 5

F\’;‘L ﬁHOUI’S Saturday 10 - 4 |

Closed Sunday & Monday

Want to keep up with local news, sports and events?
B8 Located on Rt. 220

755rt Rd < Fincastle, VA Quahtf‘ = |- : SUB S CRI B E TO DAY Call (540) 3 8 9'93 5 5

Phone (540) 473-0147 AmishiCrat
Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years VVCEOBl H Y
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains o .
Premier, REALTORS COLLECTIONS Colonial Title
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com . and-gsett[emnt
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101 Top money pa|d
i Daleville, VA 24083 FREE t t
- BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY estimates ,
@ R HomeServices — Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
N REALTOR m EE @ A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate

Rory “Tater” Benson,

- REALTOR® Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!
g, | 540.353.7173 cell . y
€ L7 | Sicosasss offic Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi

tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Cntactus at for your next move!

sty geo MY || 540-988-2420 540-966-1260
e G s (R vintoncoin.com 1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

APARTMENTS BUSINESS
FOR RENT OPPORTUNITIES

LASSIFIEDS- —
Where the Deals Are! SALES

SITUATIONS

WANTED

AUTOMOBILES HOMES

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

The best place to find it, To place your ad,
sell it, buy it, & announce it. call 389-9355
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www.ourvalley.org

SPORTS

Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Brian

Merry Christmas everyone!!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. That is if
you don’t mind being cold, slipping on ice, shoveling
snow or worrying about how you’re going to get your
car up that hill to go to work. Or, sometimes, if you
work for the newspaper.

You may notice I don’t have our usual sports cov-
erage in the paper this week. There’s a reason for that,
and it’s called Christmas.

I have early deadlines this week so my colleagues
at the paper don’t have to work Christmas Eve. [ was
given a deadline of Monday morning to have all my
sports finished when I usually get until Tuesday night
or Wednesday noon, depending on the paper.

Same thing happens at Thanksgiving, and I was in
the office for most of the day Saturday and Sunday to
get the games in. | even managed to get home in time
to watch the Eagles blow a 21-0 lead against Dallas
in the late game that Sunday.

For Christmas, it’s a little different. Same dead-
lines, but last weekend I took my wife and two
grandsons to Pennsylvania to celebrate Christmas.
We left Friday, visited that night, went to the Sixers
game against Dallas on Saturday night and returned
Sunday. So, a Monday morning deadline left little
time to catch up on the many games played over
the weekend. Rest assured I'll catch you up in next
week’s paper.

It’s always a chore juggling the work schedule
around the holidays, as I’m the only guy in the sports
department for four papers. I just wouldn’t feel right
not visiting the relatives for Christmas, so it takes
some planning.

When I was a kid it was easy. Get up Christmas
morning and enjoy the most Wonderful Time of the
Year. When I went to college, 400 miles away, it got
a little tougher.

I was at Roanoke College back when Charlie Moir
was the basketball coach for the Maroons. It doesn’t
seem like that long ago but, in reality, it was over 50
years ago. Time flies, especially when you get older.

When I was in school I did the statistics at Roanoke
College basketball games and also worked for the
Sports Information Department. Roanoke always
hosted a Christmas Tournament at the Salem Civic
Center so it was important that I was there. I would
drive home to Pennsylvania after exams, celebrate
Christmas, drive back to RC for the basketball tourna-
ment, then back to PA until second semester began.

To make things more complicated the dorms were
closed over Christmas and the heat was turned down.
I had to sleep somewhere, and one year I snuck into
the fraternity house for the days I was in Salem for
the basketball tournament. One night I was awakened

by Harold McCann, who some of you may remember,
who was head of security at the time. He told me I
couldn’t sleep there, but luckily Harold was a big
basketball fan so he said I could stay as long as no one
else was in there with me.

Once I started working for the paper, in 1974, 1
never failed once to get home to Pennsylvania for
Christmas. When I was single it was no problem,
because Pennsylvania WAS Christmas. However,
once I got married I had Christmas at two places, and
every year I had to juggle it around sporting events to
cover like high school and college winter sports. So,
forgive me if the Friday night results aren’t in this
week’s paper. Like I said, I’ll catch you up next week.

Christmas brings back lots of memories. I still
remember getting my first bicycle, and that was a big
deal in the ‘60s because that was my mode of trans-
portation for many years. I can still see in my mind
those two red bicycles, one for me and one for my
sister, on Christmas morning.

I was talking about bikes with my wife the other
day. You don’t see kids riding them like you did when
I was growing up. Most of the people I see on bikes
these days are adults wearing leotard pants, shirts
with all kinds of advertisements and helmets. Where
are the kids?

We rode our bikes everywhere. It wasn’t unusual
in the summer for me to take off on my bike at 10
o’clock in the morning and not come home until sup-
per time at 5 pm. Then I’d eat and be off again, usu-
ally to the pool or the baseball field.

And I never wore a helmet. I'm not saying that’s
good, 'm just saying it’s a fact. And I never knew
anyone who got a head injury from falling off their
bike. Were we just tougher, luckier or what?

Another clear memory is receiving my electric
football game. I wanted one SO BAD and on
Christmas morning it was not under the tree. I was
certainly disappointed, but didn’t want to sound
ungrateful because my parents always made sure my
sister and I had a nice Christmas.

Then my grandparents, God bless their souls, came
over for Christmas dinner. I could see “Gramps” car-
rying a package wrapped in holiday paper about the
size an electric football game might be. It was a top-
of-the-line model, with three dimensional players and
a cool scoreboard. It had magnetic balls, not the felt
ones like the cheaper models. You felt special if you
had magnetic balls.

As 1 mentioned, my parents always made sure
we had a nice Christmas. They weren’t rich, but
they weren’t poor, either. They were hard-working
Pennsylvania German folks who earned everything
they had.

My dad came from a family of 14 kids, although
four of them had died before he was born, three in the
flu epidemic of 1918 and one of a heart defect. My
dad was born in 1926, the 13th of 14, and he would
have been 99 Thanksgiving week if he was still with
us.

When you’re one of many and growing up on a
farm in the depression, Christmas could be tough. He
never talked about it but I know he didn’t get a lot of
Christmas presents as a child. In fact, I still have one
of his presents in my corner cupboard at our house.
It’s a small wrought-iron tractor that was his favorite
Christmas present when he was a kid. It was the only
thing Santa brought on Christmas morning, but it was

Above is my dad’s favorite Christmas present when he
was a kid. Actual size is about five inches long. Below
is one of the many Hess Trucks | found under the tree.

special.

My dad joined the Navy during World War II,
came home and got a good union factory job and
married the love of his life, who I called mom. He
made a good life for our family and that tractor
always reminded me of how lucky we were.

Have you ever seen those “Hess Trucks” the oil
company puts out every year? Well, my dad would
buy one of those trucks for me, and himself, every
Christmas. He was too old to play with it, but he still
got excited when he’d stop for gas and the new Hess
Trucks, in the green and white boxes, were neatly
stacked by the register. He’d buy two, but I’d never
get mine until Christmas morning.

That tradition lasted until he passed away in the
summer of 2018. I was 65 years old and still finding
a gift-wrapped Hess Truck under the tree when we
went to visit at Christmas.

I have several of those big plastic tubs you can get
at Wal-Mart filled with Hess Trucks, still in the box.
I kept getting them a few years after my dad died,
because it had been such a tradition at our house.
As I grew older I realized he loved those trucks so
much because his dad couldn’t afford stuff like that
when he was a kid. Obviously they didn’t have Hess
Trucks back then, but they did have toy trucks and
fire engines and the like. As an adult, he was making
up for lost time.

And you know what? 1 have a bunch of grand-
children and even great-grandchildren and among
the group are three little boys age five and under.
My wife and I decided we would start a new tradi-
tion this year and buy them Hess Trucks. And really,
they’re pretty cool. This year’s edition is a two-car
stock car set that would make Michael Jordan stand
up and take notice.

Merry Christmas to all, and keep on truckin’.

Salem-Roanoke Basehall Hall of Fame announces Glass of ‘26

Four area baseball greats will be inducted into the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall
of Fame at the 34th hot stove banquet and induction ceremony. The banquet will be
held at the Salem Civic Center on Sunday, February 1st, 2026.

This year’s inductees include Drew Bailey, Allen Lawrence, Wes McMillan and
Donald Minnick. In addition, Roy Lower has been selected to receive the Wayne

LaPierre, Sr. Community Service Award.

Drew Bailey was a three-sport athlete at Christiansburg High School where he

All-Star game.

Minnick was chosen by the Cincinnati Reds in the 19th round of the 1977
Amateur Draft but opted to play at ETSU, where he helped the Buccaneers to
the Ohio Valley Conference title. He was taken in the second round of the 1979
January Draft by the Seattle Mariners. He played for three seasons for affiliates

of the Mariners and Baltimore Orioles, helping the Hagerstown Suns to the 1981

threw two no-hitters as a senior pitcher. He was a two-time all-WVIAC selection
from 2008-10 at Concord University where he was inducted into the school’s Hall
of Fame in 2017.

Drew became the first Concord pitcher selected in the MLB Amateur Draft when
he was taken in the 35th round in 2010 by the Oakland Athletics. He played two
seasons in the Athletics’ organization and reached the Class A level for the Vermont
Lake Monsters in 2011, finishing with a 5-0 record and a 2.34 ERA.

Bailey began a colle-
giate head coaching career at
Averett University before lead-
ing Bluefield State to a pair of
HBCU National Championships
and compiling a 95-79 won-lost
record from 2021-24. He is cur-
rently the head baseball coach at
his alma mater, Concord.

Allen Lawrence has built a
distinguished career in profes-
sional baseball operations in the
Roanoke Valley where he current-
ly is the general manager of the
Carolina League’s Salem RidgeYaks. A 1996 graduate of North Cross School and
a 2004 graduate of Elon University, he began his career as a game-day employee of
the Colorado Rockies’ Class A affiliate, the Salem Avalanche, advancing through
roles including food and beverage director, director of stadium operations, vice
president of sales, and assistant general manager.

Allen served as interim general manager of the Salem Red Sox before being
named general manager in 2019. Recognized for his leadership and impact, he
has been named one of the “Ten Most Outstanding Young Professionals in the
Community,” reflecting his dedication to Salem and the Roanoke Valley.

Wes McMillan built a legacy of excellence and consistency over nearly four
decades of coaching baseball and softball in the Roanoke Valley. Beginning with
the North Roanoke Rec Club (1984-1999), he guided countless young players
before leading a 1992 softball team to a Dixie League state championship and
national tournament appearance.

After baseball assistant coaching roles at Northside and Salem High, Wes became
Salem’s head baseball coach in 2011. As Salem’s head coach for 12 years, he never
posted a losing season. During his tenure Salem made six regional appearances and
four Class 4 state tournaments, winning the VHSL championship in 2018 with a 2-1
walk-off victory over Jamestown. He was a two-time River Ridge District Coach of
the Year and Timesland baseball Coach of the Year in 2018.

Donald Minnick starred as a left-handed pitcher at Liberty High School and at
East Tennessee State before playing three seasons of Minor League baseball. At
Liberty from 1974-77, he compiled a 34-5 career pitching record, was a first-team
Seminole District selection and led the Minutemen to the 1977 VHSL Group AA
state championship. He also was the winning pitcher in the VHSCA East-West

Carolina League championship.

Roy Lower has made his mark in baseball as a player, coach, administrator
and school booster for more than 50 years. He was a two-sport athlete at Cave

Spring High School,
graduating in 1976. He
played baseball at East
Tennessee State, gradu-
ating in 1980.

Lower coached base-
ball for nine years at
the Little League level,
four years in AAU,
seven years in American
Legion baseball and two
years of Cave Spring
High baseball and bas-
ketball. He served on
the Cave Spring Little
League board of direc-
tors and served on the
booster boards at Cave
Spring and Hidden
Valley high schools.

The Salem-Roanoke
Baseball Hall of Fame
was founded in 1991
and honors players and
contributors from the
counties of Alleghany,
Roanoke, Bedford,
Botetourt, Craig,
Floyd, Franklin and
Montgomery and the
independent cities locat-
ed within the boundaries
of those counties. The
Hall of Fame building is
located on the grounds of
the James E. Taliaferro
Complex, next to the
Salem RidgeYaks
administrative  office
behind the third base
seating area of Salem
Memorial Ballpark. It is
open to the public on
selected nights.

Allen Lawrence, here announcing the Carolina League
baseball team’s new name as “RidgeYaks,” has heen
selected to he a member of the Salem-Roanoke
Baseball Hall of Fame Class of 2026.



