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“Pull!”
Clay Shooting at Snowshoe Mountain Resort, Page 19

Discover something

Wild and Wonderful 

in every direction in

Pocahontas County

At home in Nature’s Mountain Playground
The Carricos retire to a toursts’ paradise, Page 14

From the Andes to West Virginia
Orchard Hill Farm Alpacas, Page 8
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• Pocahontas County Libraries and Visitor Information Centers in Marlinton, Hillsboro, Green Bank, Durbin and Linwood

Explore Pocahontas County
after dark!

Visit the three newest West Virginia
DARK SKY* PARKS:  

Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park,
Watoga State Park and Calvin Price State
Forest.  Take in a Star Party at Green Bank
Observatory: August 27 or September 24.
You’ve never seen the night sky like this!

*Learn more at darksky.org

#AdventureAwaits  |  NaturesMountainPlayground.com  |  Call 800.336.7009 for a free Visitors Guide 

Starry, starry nights!
Tuck in under a blanket of stars this
summer in Nature’s Mountain Playground.
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The Rustic Mechanicals
Sunday, July 17

7 p.m. 

The Rustic Mechani-
cals return to Dis-
covery Junction

Sunday, July 17, to per-
form Shakespeare’s Love’s
Labour’s Lost. This will be
the kick-off event of the
2022-2023 Opera House
Season. The performance
will begin at 7 p.m. and a
suggested donation of $10
is encouraged. 

When the King of
Navarre and his three
courtiers forswear all
pleasure – particularly of
the female variety – in
favour of a life of study,
the arrival of the Princess
of France and her ladies
plays havoc with their in-
tentions. Using every kind
of verbal gymnastics to
poke fun, Love’s Labour’s
Lost proves to be Shake-
speare’s most intellectual
comedy. The Rustic Me-
chanicals production is
filled with music, ro-
mance, charm and a
healthy dose of laugh-out-
loud hilarity.

Founded by Celi Oliveto
in the summer of 2014,
The Rustic Mechanicals is
the only troupe of actors
in the state dedicated to
touring the works of
William Shakespeare and
other classical playwrights.

Chatham Rabbits
Saturday, July 23

7:30 p.m. 
$10

The Opera House wel-
comes North Carolina-
based Americana folk
duo, Chatham Rabbits to
its stage Saturday, July 23.
The show will begin at
7:30 p.m.

North Carolina is a
place so identifiable by its
separate regions – the
mountains, the piedmont,
the coast – that it has a
tendency to feel indescrib-
able, meaning one can
conceptualize the state as
a mash-up of places rather
than a single locale. The
art and artists born from
the state often embody
that same sense of
blended regions, borrow-
ing from broad cultural
traditions and plumbing
the histories of others’ sto-
ries on the way to telling
their own. Because of this,

many North Carolina
artists can call a particular
region home, but their
work belongs to the state,
because the entirety of the
state has opened itself to
them and they have
opened themselves to it.
Chatham Rabbits exem-
plify North Carolina’s tra-
dition of producing artists
who embrace the state’s
many cultural resources
and diverse musical tradi-
tions.

In their marriage and in
their music, Chatham
Rabbits’ Austin and Sarah

McCombie, also blend
their own histories into a
shared musical experi-
ence. Sarah first took the
stage as part of a trio
known as the South Car-
olina Broadcasters, a band
that harkened back to the

old days of the Grand Ole
Opry and AM radio coun-
try classics. Meanwhile,
Austin played keyboards

and guitar for an elec-
tronic band called DASH.
Given these histories, how
would Chatham Rabbits
describe their musical
marriage?  

“We’re not purists,”
Austin said.

“And we’re certainly not
the hippest,” Sarah
adds. “But we’ve been able
to belong nowhere and
everywhere at the same
time.” 

That’s how their music
feels: immediate, per-
sonal, available. With their
first album, 2018’s All I
Want from You, Chatham
Rabbits shared the many
stories they’d heard over
their years growing up in
North Carolina. With The
Yoke Is Easy, the Burden
Is Full, they’re sharing
their own stories. They’re

Pocahontas County Opera House ..................4

Orchard Hill Farm Alpacas ..............................8

The Summer with Tog ..................................11

The Ballad of Cass ........................................13

At Home in NMP ..........................................14

Dark Starry Parks ..........................................17

Clay Shooting................................................19

Missoula Theater Company ..........................24

Mountain Trail Challenge ..............................25

Cover: What can be said that hasn’t already been
said about the 173-mile long Greenbrier River? It
rises in northern Pocahontas County and flows
to the southern end into Greenbrier County. As
it makes its way south. Much of the area along
the river is protected by national forest, state
parks and recreational systems. Fish, swim,
kayak, float or just sit  and enjoy the peace and
beauty of this gift of nature. Photo by Carol Carrico
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See HOUSE, page 5

Open May - December
219 Ninth Street, Marlinton

alison-pottery               @alisonpottery

www.alisonpottery.com

Call for more information and to register: 

304-456-4600 or 304-997-2153
Upcoming activities are listed on Facebook:

facebook.com/groups/PocahontasCountyArtsCouncil

Pocahontas County
Arts Council      

MARLINTON ART STUDIO
503 Third Avenue, Marlinton
LITTLE YELLOW HOUSE
Rt. 28, Dunmore Intersection 

All Summer Long!
WEDNESDAY CLAY DAYS 

at Third Ave. Studio. Kids’ class 4:30 p.m. Adults 6:30 p.m.

Oil Painting, Durbin Art Center, Thursdays at 6 p.m.

Pioneer Days Art Show, June 24 - July 9
at McClintic Library, Marlinton

Durbin Days, July 15 and 16
Psankey wtih Cynthia Gurreri, Dot Painting with Peggy Owens

and Clay Sculptures with Cris Bartlett
Paint your own Pottery: Durbin Art Center, Aug. 9, 2 p.m.

and Little Yellow House, Aug. 16, 2 p.m.

IN THIS ISSUE

Sizzling shows this summer at the Opera House

The Rustic Mechanicals

Chatham Rabbits



not purists. They’re not
hip. They’re more than
that: they’re North Car-
olina musicians, meaning
they belong nowhere and
everywhere at the same
time. 

Black Mountain 
Bluegrass Boys

Saturday, July 30
7:30 p.m. 

$10
The Black Mountain

Bluegrass boys return to
the Opera House after a
few years’ hiatusfrom  its
stage. 

Mill Point local Richard
Hefner has been the
bandleader of West Vir-
ginia’s longest-running
bluegrass band for more
than half a century. This
year, he has curated one of
the most diverse lineups
to the group. Holding
down the low-end on bass
is Richard’s Mill Point
neighbor Joanna Burt- Kinderman. On fiddle

and guitar will be one of
West Virginia’s most no-
table music ambassadors,
Dave Bing. And on man-
dolin – master Dalton
Smith.

To learn more about
Richard Hefner and the
Black Mountain Bluegrass

Boys, check out the Opera
House Story Sessions.
There are videos and a
podcast that dives deep
into Richard’s early days,
and also showcases some
of his favorite songs. Dave
Bing will also be featured
on Season Two of The Story
Sessions, starting July 3. 

To learn more please
visit PocahontasOpera
House.org

All Under Heaven: 
One Woman 

Pearl S. Buck Play
Saturday, August 13

7:30 p.m. 
$10

The Opera House wel-

comes to its stage the one-
woman Pearl S. Buck play,
All Under Heaven. Tickets
are available at the door
for $10, or in advance at
the 4th Avenue Gallery or
at Pocahontas Opera-
House.org

All Under Heaven, by Va-
lerie Harper and Dyke
Garrison, is a one-woman
play about Nobel and
Pulitzer prize-winning au-
thor Pearl S. Buck which
takes place a year prior to
her death as she waits for
a visa to arrive that will
permit her to once again
visit her beloved China.
Her memories of her early
life in Chingkiang, where
her father was a mission-
ary, open the door to rec-

ollections of many people
and events in her extraor-
dinary life. 

A consummate story-
teller, she recreates an
array of some 14 male and
female characters from
her life. She details her
personal and professional
struggles including her
experiences in China dur-
ing the revolution and the
criticisms from the literary
world when she surpassed
other big name (and
mostly male) authors to
win the Nobel. She also
came under attack at the
McCarthy hearings for
her fervent anti-racist
views and her friendships
with noted civil rights
leaders.  She describes the
causes she championed
including her efforts to es-
tablish and fund an adop-
tion agency to rescue
Asian children fathered by
US GIs. Throughout it
all, Buck is candid about
her personal struggles
and finds humor where
she can. 
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See HOUSE, page 6

HOUSE from pg 4                    

Gourmet Grocery;
Upscale fast food:

starters, subs, salads,
entreés, pizza, more!

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/
DINNER

DINE IN/TAKE OUT

WED. - SUN. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.
CLOSED MON./TUES.

FROST INTERSECTION

(RTS. 92 AND 84)
304-799-4765

Weekly special
posted on
Facebook!

Eddie's 
Service Center

• 24-Hour Wrecker Service • Tires
Batteries • Lock-outs • Auto Repair

• State Inspections  
21217 Seneca Trail, Edray (Rt. 219 North)

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
After hours, call 304-799-4405 

Robbie Ramsey, Owner/Operator 304-799-6651

Born in Hillsboro, West Virginia, to missionary parents, Buck grew up
in China, but she never forgot her West Virginia roots. 
She received the Pulitzer Prize for her 1931 novel, The Good Earth –

the first American woman ever to be awarded the honor.
She was also a humanitarian and social activist who was

deeply concerned about the welfare of  children
worldwide.
Portrayed by Missy McCollam of Beverly, West
Virginia.

Book now for school performances and  venues
around West Virginia for the 2022 season. Email

for details: missy@theoldbrick.org

sponsored by

S. Buck

History Alive! presents

Free performance Saturday,
September 10, at 2 p.m.

Chairs available. Visitors are encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs.

Located on US 219 South, Hillsboro, WV
Open Thursday and Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

through late October.
To schedule a private “Anytime Tour,”

call 304-653-4430. 
For more info, visit us on Facebook.

Black Mountain Bluegrass Boys

Cathey Sawyer will portray Pearl S. Buck



John Ellison and The
Carpenter Ants

Saturday, August 20
7:30 p.m. 

$10
Pocahontas County

Opera House presents an
evening of music with
John “Some Kind of Won-
derful” Ellison and The
Carpenter Ants.   

Singer/songwriter/gui-
tarist John Ellison was
born on the banks of the
Kanawha River in a drift-
wood shack built by his fa-
ther, a coal miner. When
the house washed away in
a flood, his family moved
to McDowell County. 

At 18, inspired by
Chuck Berry and the de-
sire to leave the coalfields,
he quit his job at the
Carter Hotel in Welch and
boarded a bus for
Rochester, New York. In
1966, he joined the Soul
Brothers Six, signed with
Atlantic Records and, on
the way to their first
recording session, wrote
“Some Kind of Wonder-
ful.” 

To date, more than 60
artists have recorded the
song. An astute business-
man, Ellison retained the
rights to his signature

song and started his suc-
cessful Some Kind of
Wonderful Foods. 

Ellison continues to
write and record and reg-
ularly performs in the
U.S. and Europe with
West Virginia’s premier
rhythm and blues group,
The Carpenter Ants – gui-
tarist Michael Lipton,

drummer Jupiter Little,
bassist Ted Harrison and
vocalist/saxophonist Char-
lie Tee – have quietly
amassed a résumé that ri-
vals many national
groups. 

The group’s trademark
country-soul sound – rich,
soulful harmonies, sting-
ing solos and a rock-solid

rhythm section – captures
that rare, loose-but-tight
feel, and has won the

band international as well
as regional fans. 

Vivian Leva and 
Riley Calcagno

Saturday, September 17
7:30 p.m. 

$10
Indie folk duo, Vivian

Leva and Riley Calcagno
will take the stage Satur-
day, September 17.

Vivian Leva and Riley
Calcagno’s self-titled re-
cord is old-soul roots
music to its core. Though
both are just out of col-
lege, the duo’s musical tal-
ents extend far beyond
their years. Produced by
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See HOUSE, page 7

HOUSE from pg 5                    

sponsored by 

Burner-Blackhurst Reunion and Pocahontas County Drama, Fairs and Festivals.

Written and directed by Missy McCollum, of the Old Brick Play-
house, Elkins, WV. Based on an original play by Nicolette

Maleckar, from the writings of Tweard Blackhurst about the
people who lived in turn-of-the-century Cass.

Saturday, July 16 and 23
2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Sunday, July 17 and 24 • 6 p.m.
The play is presented as a “promenade” – The audience

moves in small groups to different locations in Cass for each
scene, beginning in front of the Cass Company Store and

ending at the Cass Community Center; followed by a
lemonade social. 

Tickets $10 each.
Limited advance tickets available online at celebratepocahontas200.com

Tickets also available at the door.

A Pocahontas County           Bicentennial Event

The

Burner Homeplace
Est. 1885

John Ellison and The Carpenter Ants

Vivian Leva and Riley Calcagno



GRAMMY-winning Cajun
roots heavyweight Joel
Savoy at his Louisiana stu-
dio, Vivian Leva and Riley
Calcagno (released March
12, 2021 on Free Dirt
Records) is not some soul-
less collection of songs im-
itating previous masters of
American music. Rather,
the pair has responded to
one of the darkest eras in
American history with an
album of stunning bread-
th and originality.

With mass protests, fires
raging near their current
home in the Pacific North-
west, and no prospect of
touring anytime soon, it’s

an aptly biting, bittersweet
group of songs for an un-
certain time. Yet, Leva and
Calcagno balance this with
a sense of optimism—a
notion that at our most
vulnerable we might
emerge better humans be-
cause of it all, perhaps be-
ginning with our own
intimate relationships…
It’s an artistic statement
made from this moment
but built to last.

Vivian Leva and Riley
Calcagno follows Leva’s
critically acclaimed 2018
debut, Time Is Everything,
which garnered rave re-
views from publications
like Rolling Stone who said
the album shone “a light

on the past without giving
up its place in the pres-
ent.” 

Both Leva and Calcag-
no grew up in the Ap-
palachian stringband tra-
dition, have noted parents
in the old-time scene, and
spent formative years run-
ning wild around festival
campgrounds. They are
steeped in an instrumen-
tal culture of hard-picking
and virtuosic musician-
ship… Great pickers don’t
necessarily make great
songwriters; it’s an en-
tirely different art to be
able to translate the world
of rural Appalachia into a
country song that can still
make a personal point. As
young artists stepping into
the spotlight during one
of the most brutal periods
in our history it’s clear
they’ve built something
that can last, something
that speaks to our present
time while reminding us
of the best parts of where
we came from.

The Hammons Family
Musical Heritage 

Celebration
Saturday, September 24

7:30 p.m. 
$10

The Hammons Family
Musical Heritage Celebra-
tion returns to the Opera
House in September.

This is an event dedi-
cated to highlighting the
Hammons’ legacy within
Pocahontas County and
the American Traditional
Music canon. Community
members and old-time
musicians who carry on
this legacy are invited to
sign up to perform or tell
stories during the eve-
ning. The Hammons
Family carried on long-
standing traditions of fid-
dling, banjo playing,
ballad singing, and story-
telling at their remote
mountain home in Poca-
hontas County.  In recent
years, musicians from
West Virginia, Pennsylva-
nia, Virginia, and North

Carolina have taken to the
Opera House stage to pay

tribute to the Hammons
family, celebrating their
own diverse range of mu-
sical styles and talents. 

Master of Ceremonies
Mike Burns was a long-
time friend of the Ham-
mons and carries on their
music and history through
anecdotal stories and
songs.

Tickets for the Opera
House performance are
$10 for adults and free for
anyone 17 years old and
younger. Tickets are avail-
able at pocahontasopera
house.org, the 4th Avenue
Gallery in Marlinton, and
at the door the evening of
the performance.  

The Opera House Per-
formance Series is pre-
sented with financial
assistance through a grant
from the West Virginia Di-
vision of Culture and His-
tory with approval from
the West Virginia Com-
mission on the Arts. Sup-
port is also provided by
Pocahontas County Dra-
mas, Fairs and Festivals,
and the Pocahontas
County Convention and
Visitors Bureau.
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VACATION
RETREAT &
SEASONAL
RENTALS

Visit our website for 
details and rates

FARM
Experience wild and

wonderful, serene and
peaceful Pocahontas County! 
Ride the Cass trains, hike our
miles of trails, birdwatch, star

gaze –– we can even accommodate
your horse! Enjoy private and

scenic accommodations. 
Now accepting reservations

for May - November.
Reservations Limited.

Call now to reserve:

304-456-4852

shalimarfarm.com

Come visit the eight, six-foot tall

trout sculptures, named for each river

which originates in Pocahontas

County. They’re installed in

eight communities around the

county as permanent

outdoor exhibits. 

Rendered by local artists and

sponsored by local businesses –

and just one of the many

reasons to visit 

Nature’s Mountain Playground.

Come to Pocahontas County, 

West Virginia this summer for our

Bicentennial celebration! Events are

scheduled throughout the year.

RRivers…
Trout…
Artists…

Communities

Learn more at

celebratepocahontas200.com

pocahontascountywv.com

Call 304.799.4636 or email

info@pocahontascountywv.com 

…One County!



Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

ust a few miles off of
the Elkins 5-Lane –
where the hustle
and bustle of a large

shopping center gives way
to pastoral and peaceful
scenes – you will find Or-
chard Hill Farm and 45 al-
pacas.

Owned and operated by
Becky Hammer and her
husband, Dan, the farm
has been home to the cu-
rious creatures since 2002
when Becky decided to
branch out from her ca-
reer of showing horses.

“I’ve had horses, and I
still have two, but I wanted
something else that I
could raise on the farm
that didn’t take a lot of
room, and alpacas don’t
take a lot of room,” she
said. “Also, I wanted
something I didn’t have to
eat because I do not eat
the things on my farm.”

After seeing an ad in
Country Living magazine
about raising alpacas,
Hammer began doing re-

search and was soon on
her way to California for
an alpaca seminar.

“I ended up buying a
girl that was pregnant,
and then I bought one
from Oregon that had just
delivered,” she said. “So
that’s where I started.
They just multiplied from
there. I’ve been all over
the United States with al-
pacas, including West Vir-

ginia. One of the largest
breeders of alpacas at the
time was in Shinnston,
outside of Clarksburg. He
had four hundred al-
pacas.”

At one time, Hammer
had 54  on her farm. Car-
rying on her love of show-
ing animals, she started
showing her alpacas all
along the east coast.

“At the time, they were

basically fifty percent con-
firmation, fifty percent on
the fleece,” she explained.
“With alpacas, they are
raised for their fleece and
that’s primarily what the

shows were. Now, they’ve
migrated to where the
fleece is the main charac-
teristic and not the confir-
mation.

“I was always a big pro-
ponent of confirmation,”
she continued. “Confir-
mation is the bone struc-
ture and what they look
like – their teeth and
whether they’re straight
and whether a breeding
female can produce ba-
bies. Those are the things
that you look for.”

Hammer has had a suc-
cessful career in showing
her alpacas and has come

home with several master
awards through the years.

The alpaca farming
business is a large network
that spans the country and
Hammer soon became a
member of the West Vir-
ginia Alpaca Organiza-
tion, of which she is
treasurer. She has also
amassed quite a bit of
knowledge about the
South American natives.

Alpacas are members of
the camelid family, which
includes llamas, guanacos,
vicuñas, alpacas and ca-
mels.

“There are two breeds
of alpacas,” Hammer said.
“There are Suris, which
have a long drapey lock,
which is a little bit differ-
ent characteristic than the
Huacayas. The Huacaya
has the teddy bear look.
Probably ninety-three per-

C
O

M
PA

SS
 •

 T
ou

ri
sm

  S
up

pl
em

en
t 

to
 T

he
 P

oc
ah

on
ta

s 
T

im
es

 •
 S

um
m

er
 2

02
2 

   
   

P
ag

e 
8

See FARM, page 9

Alpacas live the good life at Orchard Hill Farm
Photo by Suzanne Stewart

Becky Hammer holds a
bowl of feed for the fe-
males in her herd of al-
pacas at Orchard Hill
Farm in Elkins. Some of
the girls fought for a turn
at the bowl while others
waited patiently for their
turn.

Welcome back, Mercedes-
Benz UCI World Cup
racers and visitors!

July 29 - 31 marks Snowshoe
Resort’s third appearance on the
World Cup downhill, cross coun-
try and short track racing cicuit.

Join us for the Biketown
documentary premiere,

July 23 in the Village
at Snowshoe.

Biketown is a story of four
mountain biking destinations, in-
cluding Pocahontas County; the
partnerships they develop and
the communities they create.
Free and open to the public.

#NMP
NaturesMountainPlayground.com 

Call 800.336.7009 for a free Visitors Guide

When you want to get away. 
YEAGER 
HOUSE

A charming house located
on a Civil War battlefield. 

Fully furnished with all amenities: Wi-Fi,
Smart TV with Netflix, fully equipped kitchen,

air conditioning, washer/dryer, linens,
patio with table, chairs and grill. Book now at airbnb.com

(Two night minimum)
yeagerhousewv.com  

Phone: 312-636-8188
or 312-636-8189
49 Old Pike Road,  
Bartow, WV 24920 

YeagerHousespt@gmail.com

THE PERFECT PLACE
TO STAY…

ENJOY
Hiking, biking, birding, fishing, scenic train
rides, Civil War battlefields, the Green Bank

Observatory, Snowshoe Resort and just
relaxing in our beautiful national forest.

MOUNTAIN BIKERS  WELCOME!

J



cent of all the alpacas in
the world are Huacayas.”

Alpacas come from
three countries in South
America – Peru, Bolivia
and Chile. They are a
herd animal and have
been around for centuries.
Their numbers dwindled
drastically when the Span-
ish Conquistadors in-
vaded the Andes Mount-
ains. The herders contin-
ued to breed alpacas and
their numbers rose again
until the 1950s, when they
were once again taken out
– this time, by drug lords.

Thanks to importation,
alpacas were sent around
the world and farmers in
the United States, Aus-
tralia and Europe began
to raise their own herds. 

“The United States got
into the alpaca business
around ’84, and they
started importing some to
the United States,” Ham-
mer said. “In fact, I had a
full Chilean import. She
was the gal I bought in
Oregon.”

By 1998, the United
States closed down the im-
portation of alpacas, lead-
ing to the loss of their

South American roots.
In addition to showing

alpacas, Hammer got in
the fiber business and has
been sending her fleece
away to be made into yarn
and textiles which she sells
online and at the Tattered
Rose Boutique in Marlin-
ton.

Alpaca fleece is very fine
and soft, making it a cov-
eted product for clothing
and accessories. The
fleece is graded one
through six – with the very
fine and softest of the
fleece being used for finer
materials while the coar-
ser fleece is made into rug
yarn.

“If you think anything
about cashmere, a cash-
mere may have a micron
count of twelve, which is
very low,” Hammer ex-
plained. “A human hair is
seventy. So if you touch
your hair – it’s pretty soft.
Think about twelve. The

lowest one I ever had was
a fifteen or fourteen. Now,
as alpacas grow and get
older, their fleece becomes

coarser. Then it can’t be
used for some of those
very nice extravagant, lux-
urious sweaters or the
silky type things that are
so very nice.”

Although she is in the
textile business with items
made from fleece from
her alpacas, Hammer is
the first to admit, she is
not crafty and does not
use the yarn herself.

“I can’t make one
thing,” she said. “I told
the West Virginia Alpaca
Organization I couldn’t
weave; I couldn’t crochet.
I couldn’t do any of those
things. My thing was
showing, breeding and
now retail.”

The alpacas are sheared
once a year at the farm,
and the fleece “blankets”
are sent away to be graded
and made into products.

Alpacas have fleece in
22 different shades – from
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Year-round guided trail rides
and more at Snowshoe Mountain

Western-style trail riding for ages six
and older - all skill levels. Choose from
30-minute lake rides for the youngsters
to three-hour trails, sunset rides and

even overnight options!

Visit our website for more information
wvtrailrides.com

304-572-2262 (Stables) or 800-759-7238

Autumn BreezeSSTABLES

Boyer Station

Campground
Nestled within the beatiful mountains of the Monongahela
National Forest, our complex is close to many of Pocahontas
County’s favorite attractions and recreational opportunities.
We’re pet-friendly and offer two campgrounds with hookups,
primitive camping and these amenities:

•80 full hook-up sites with 50, 30, and 20 
  amp service
•Picnic tables on each site
•Hot showers with private dressing rooms
•Flush toilets (with privacy) •Dump station
•Playground • Pavillion •Fire pits/firewood
•Hiking/biking trails • Summer events

Make your reservation today!
boyerstation.com or 304-456-4667

Build your mountain
dream home at the…

• Private, gated community at
the base of Snowshoe Mountain.
• Complete infrastructure with
water, approved septic and
underground power.
• Your choice of builder
• Affordable HOA with road and
common area maintenance.
• Neighborhood pavilion with
outdoor kitchen, fireplace and
hot tub.
• Seller financing available
• Brokers welcome

Where every home has
a beautiful view

Lots starting at $24,500
Home/land packages

from $225,000

www.hideawayatsnowshoe.com

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
A selection of fashionable
ponchos, hats, socks,
scarves and blankets
made with Orchard Hill
Farm alpaca fleece are
available for purchase at
the Tattered Rose Bou-
tique in Marlinton.



white to tan to dark brown
to black – and the lighter
colors are dyed to add to
the variety of products.

Being on the 13-acre
farm with Hammer and
her alpacas, it is clear to
see she has a passion for
what she does, and the an-
imals have a fondness for
her.

In one field, the females
relax near a pond until
Hammer yells out, “Hey
girls,” and they come run-
ning to the barn to get a
treat. 

They gather around
and inquisitively sniff
their owner and nibble at
the feed.

In another field, the
boys hang out and have a
tendency to be a little
rough with one another,
each yearning to be the
alpha of the herd. A third
herd of the youngest al-

pacas is kept separate and
near their own barn.

When Hammer and the
occasional visitor walk
among the alpacas, it’s
hard to miss the con-
tented “hum” they make
which is a sign they are
happy with their life on
Orchard Hill.
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Pocahontas County Bicentennial Events 
celebrating the life of

Pearl S. Buck 
All Under Heaven: Life of Pearl
This one-woman live theater event performed by Cathey
Sawyer, past Artistic Director at the Greenbrier Valley
Theatre, Lewisburg, highlights the amazing life of Pearl.
Written by Valerie Harper of “Rhoda” fame. 
Free to the public.

August 5 • 7:30 p.m. at the Lewis Theatre,
as part of the Lewisburg Literary Festival
August 13 • 7:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas County 

Opera House, Marlinton
August 28 • 2 p.m. at the Ames-Claire Hall in Union,

hosted by Monroe County Historical Society
Pocahontas County High School • TBA

Funded by Pocahontas County Dramas, Fairs and Festivals and the Literacy Fund
through the Greater Greenbrier Valley Foundation

History Alive! presents Pearl S. Buck
Missy McCollam of the Old Brick Theatre in Elkins portrays
Miss Buck in this living history presentation.

Perfomances are free to the public. 
Saturday June 25 • Little Levels Heritage
Fair at the Pearl Buck Birthplace,  2 p.m.

Saturday, September 10 
Pearl S. Buck Birthplace, 2 p.m.

Funded by the West Virginia Humanities Council
with local support from the Levels Depot.

History Alive! Pearl Buck presentations are
available to communities around West Virginia.

Email Missy@theoldbrick.org

Visit us online at:
pocahontastimes.com

PRACTICE ON SATURDAY
RACE ON SUNDAY

CASH PURSE 
& PRIZES

For more info visit pocahontastrails.com

The Enduro Race will be held on National Forest System lands.

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
Alpacas are inquisitive members of the camelid family. When they are content,
they “hum” and can – at times  – have bad table manners, as shown above.



By Susan Higginbotham
Contributing Writer

It started as a typical
summer at Watoga
State Park. But it

ended as the summer with
Tog.

There were seven of us
hired for the summer
jobs. Several of us had
been there the earlier
summer or two, and we
knew each other. The oth-
ers were new. We were all
about the same age –
some were college stu-
dents and others were
local – just a typical be-

ginning to the summer.
We usually had wild an-

imal babies to raise. Well-
intentioned tourists would
“rescue” a baby animal,
not realizing the mother
was probably just gone for
a short while. Fawns were
the most common as we
usually ended up with at
least one every summer.
One summer, we had
Mamie, the groundhog,
and Phoebe, the raccoon.
But that’s another story.

This particular summer
we had two fox pups –
Ruff and Ready. One day

they disappeared along
with Mr. Park, the park su-
perintendent. When he
reappeared, he was ac-
companied by a small
black bear cub. We named
him Watoga — Tog for
short. Mr. Park had taken
the fox pups to the game
farm and exchanged them
for a bear cub.

A “Park” Loves a Bear
and Tog Loves a “Park” 

Tog quickly became the
darling of the park. He
had a very large dog ken-
nel cage in a shaded cor-
ner of the staff parking
lot. In the daytime, we

hooked his leash to the
clothesline between the
supply house and the ad-

ministration building, and
he had a wheelbarrow
filled with water that he
could play in.

Mr. Park loved that
bear. Not only would he
take Tog in his truck as he
made his rounds through
the park but it was not un-
usual to see a bear sitting
in the passenger seat as he
drove around. The two of
them usually ended up at
the swimming pool where
Tog would swim in the
kiddie pool.

In the afternoon, Tog
liked to nap in the lounge
chair in Mr. Park’s office.
Unsuspecting park guests
would think he was a dog
when they came in. Fre-
quently, they would ask
about wild animals in the
park. Mr. Park would
name the various animals
they might see and then
casually wave his hand at
the chair and say “and we
have a bear.” Many a park
guest did a doubletake at
their first meeting of Tog!

We hand-fed Tog warm
milk from a 2-liter bottle.
Sometimes, we would be
feeding Tog from a bottle
in one hand and Flag, the

“rescued” fawn that sum-
mer, from a bottle in the
other hand. They didn’t
know they were supposed
to be enemies.

Popsicles, Soda Pop and
a Water Hose

Tog developed a fond-
ness for popsicles and
soda pop — both of which
were sold in the commis-
sary. We would warn
guests not to get too close
to Tog with either of those
items because Tog would
just reach out and take
them. We tried to be out-
side when guests were
around because they did-
n’t believe how quickly
that paw could reach out
or how long the claws
were.

Tog also loved to play
with the hose. In the af-
ternoon, we would play
“keep away” with him. We
usually ended up soaked
as Tog would grab the
hose and chase us with it.

At night, whenever we
returned from a movie or
the rec center or wherever
we had been, we would try
to tiptoe past Tog’s kennel
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See TOG, page 12

Greenbrier Suites
A bed and breakfast in historic Durbin, West Virginia.
Comfortable suites with kitchenette, private bath, dining room and
parlor. Bedrooms are furnished with queen-sized or full-sized antique
beds and ceiling fans.  A non-smoking, no pets facility.  COVID-19
precautions used in cleaning. Complimentary breakfast is available
down the street at Station 2 Restaurant.

Book online at www.gbsuitesdurbin.com
For information call 304-456-3298 • gbsuites@yahoo.com

We specialize in Residential
and Commercial Construction

•New Homes •Additions 
•Porches & Decks •Vinyl Siding

•Garages & Buildings
             •Window Replacement
                •All Types Roofing

BRYANT CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Alex E. Bryant Jr., Owner

82 Angus Irvine Road, Marlinton

304-799-4399 License # WV026274

Let's get started on your project!

The Summer With Tog

YOUR PET IS OUR 
#1 PRIORITY!

Full Service For
Large & Small Animals

• Dentistry • Blood Tests

• X-Rays • Vaccinations

• Surgery • Boarding

• Spaying & Neutering

• Farm Calls

FRANKFORD
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Julie Gibson, DVM •  Payton Mann, DVM
Office Hours by Appointment • Two locations:

304-799-6181
410 Second Avenue 

MARLINTON
Monday and Wednesday 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

304-497-3409
21287 Seneca Trail North 

FRANKFORD
Monday through Friday

8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Park
Tog, a shining star at
Watoga for one unforget-
table summer, relaxes in
park superintendent Jim
Park’s office chair. 



without waking him. It
never worked. He would
wake up and cry like the
baby he was. So we would
have to go to the kitchen
and heat a bottle for him,
and then he would go
back to sleep – so we
could sleep.

The End of That 
Summer With Tog

But the end of the sum-
mer had come.

Flag was not a problem.
The park took “rescued”
fawns to their home on
the other side of the
mountain where they
could keep them safe or at
least try to keep them safe
from hunters. But Tog was
a different story. He had
to go back to the game
farm. This was in 1959 – a
different time in the care
of animals. Of course, it’s
also a good lesson on why
wild animals should be
raised as wild animals, not
as pets. Tog, who had
been a pet with all kinds
of freedom all summer
long, suddenly was con-
fined to a pen with all his
freedoms gone.

Eventually, Tog became

a mean and dangerous
bear. Mr. Park visited
whenever he could and

Tog always remembered
him. In spite of the
rangers’ warnings that it

wasn’t safe, Mr. Park
would go into the cage
and he and Tog would

greet each other like the
old friends that they were.

I visited Tog several
times. It was hard to be-
lieve that that big prowl-
ing bear was the adorable
little cub we had hand-fed
and played with for one
memorable summer —
the summer with Tog.

About the Author
Susan Higginbotham

worked at Watoga the
summers of 1957-1960.
She lived upstairs over the
kitchen and office with
the other girls who all
worked in the restaurant
and also in the commis-
sary.

Of her experiences with
Tog and Watoga, Susan
says “I loved Tog. I’ve al-
ways loved animals and
Tog was just special to me.
I had two pictures Mr.
Park sent me. They were
of me with Tog. I carried
them in my billfold for
years. When my billfold
was stolen, I was devas-
tated over the loss of those
two pictures. All these
years later, I can’t remem-
ber anything else that was
lost. Just those pictures.

“I lived at home and

went to college. Those
summers at Watoga were
my growing-up time.
They were a great experi-
ence. As I look back on it
now, I realize that I should
have been a forester or a
naturalist in some way, but
those weren’t considered
“women’s work” at the
time. I loved every minute
of my time at Watoga. Mr.
and Mrs. Park were like
surrogate parents. Watoga
was a great place, and Tog
was part of it.”

Tog died in 1979.
From time to time,

Susan retells stories from
those memorable sum-
mers at Watoga. After col-
lege, she became a
schoolteacher and now
lives about 30 minutes
from Chicago.
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We're right on the river!
• Great food and daily specials

• Clean, affordable lodging 
with Wi-Fi and cable TV. 

Just minutes away from canoeing,
kayaking, fishing, mountain biking

and hiking. Buses welcome!

Open Daily 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
At the bridge in Marlinton   304.799.7233   greenbriergrille.com

Daily specials and more on Facebook

Welcome to our 

Summer
Playground

“THINGS YOU
NEED,

CLOSE TO
HOME”

TRENT’S
GENERAL
STORES
Gas • Diesel,

Groceries,
Snacks,

USDA Fresh
Meats,

Hardware, 
Plumbing
Supplies,

Hunting/Fishing
Licenses and

Supplies

Two locations:
ARBOVALE       

in the Loop

304-456-9906
BARTOW
Rts. 92/250

304-456-3228

Photo courtesy of Patrick Park
Watoga Superintendent Jim Park and his beloved Tog reunited once again at
French Creek Game Farm, now the West Virginia State Wildlife Center. Circa
1975. 
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Written and directed
by Missy McCollum, 
of the Old Brick 
Playhouse in Elkins

This presentation is
about the people
who lived in turn-

of-the-century Cass, and is
based on an original play
by Nicolette Maleckar
from the writings of

Tweard Blackhurst.
The play is presented as

a “promenade.”  
The audience will move

in small groups to differ-
ent locations in Cass for
each scene, beginning in
front of the Cass Com-
pany Store and ending at
the Cass Community Cen-
ter.

Each performance will
be followed by a lemonade
social. 

Please make plans to
join us for this special Bi-
centennial Event.

Saturday, July 16 and 23
•  2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Sunday, July 17 and 24
• 6 p.m.

Tickets $10 each. 
Limited advance tickets

available online at cele-
bratepocahontas200.com

Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Events start late afternoon

• Living History Frontier Camp
• Civil War Officers and Cadets Encampment

•Hunter’s Feast - A rustic frontier supper
•Historical Play: The Life and Times of
John Bradshaw, founder of  Huntersville

• Entertainment by The Bing Brothers and Jake Krack

Huntersville
Traditions Days

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 
SEPT. 30 AND OCT. 1, 2022
Rt. 39, in Historic Huntersville

Celebrating
Pocahontas County’s Bicentennial 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Pioneer skills, crafts and provisions • History tours 

• Horse-drawn wagon rides • Visit with the re-enactors at their camps
• Muzzleloader lessons • Quilts, Blacksmithing, Wool-spinning

• Live Mountain Music and Campfire Cooking all day
• Cornbread and Salt-risin’ Bread Contest      

BOUNTY PAID TO THOSE DRESSED IN
18TH OR 19TH CENTURY ATTIRE!

The Ballad of Cass ~
A Bicentennial Event
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July 2 - Ann Bailey Trail - Workman Cabin guided day hike -
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Learn about this historic restoration and pio-
neer families of the area. Pack a lunch.
July 7 - 10 - Pioneer Days in Marlinton. Free, nightly musical
entertainment, parades, carnival, contests, arts, crafts and more.
July 10, August 7 and Sept. 25 - Marlinton Historical Town
Tour, 2 p.m. Meet at McClintic Library, across from Episcopal
Church at Ninth Street and Fifth Avenue.
July 13 - 16 - Durbin Days Heritage Festival. Parades, carni-
val, games and competitions for all ages; live music nightly and
fieworks finalé!  
July 15 - Durbin Jail Tour, 5 - 7 p.m.
July 16 - History of Durbin - 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the library.
July 16, 17, 23, 24 – Ballad of Cass. Promenade-style histori-
cal play about the town of Cass. Saturdays at 2 and 6 p.m.; 
Sundays at 6 p.m.
July 29 - 31 - Burner-Blackhurst Reunion. Cass.
Sept. 10 -  History Alive! presents Pearl S. Buck - 2 p.m.,
at the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace, Hillsboro.
Sept. 24 - Autumn Harvest Festival and Roadkill Cook-off,
Marlinton. A one-day festival with arts and crafts, county fair
exhibits and contests, live music and a world-renowned wild
game cook-off.
Sept. 24 - Hammons Music Festival, Pocahontas County
Opera House, Marlinton. Today’s musicians pay tribute to this
Old-Time musical family’s legacy.
Sept. 25 - Cranberry Shindig - Cranberry Mountain Nature
Center. Rt. 39 on Kennison Mountain. A one-day celebration
of Appalachian culture. Live traditional music, artisans,
demonstrations and more.
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 - Huntersville Tradition Days Bicentennial
Birthday Celebration. Live music, pioneer skills, crafts and
demonstrations. Living history and tours, baking contest and
hunter’s feast. 
Through October 31 - Cass Historical Town Walking Tours.
Daily at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Led by park staff.

For additional events, visit
celebratepocahontas200.com

Be a part of the 
Bicentennial! 

Upcoming events:

Carol Carrico
Contributing Writer

After decades of visit-
ing Pocahontas
County, staying at

friends’ cabins and enjoying
the scenery, the husband
and I made the dramatic
decision to change our lives
and move to nature’s play-
ground. 

It was time for retirement,
and we wanted something
different. Our daughters
were adults and on their
own, meaning they visited
us when it was convenient
for them! 

Chatting about what was
in store for our future, we
came upon the novel idea of
packing up and leaving the
Huntington area for good.
And that was exactly what
we did.

Building a house was not
an easy task. Let’s just say it
was extremely difficult for
this recovering perfection-
ist.  With the help of friends
and excellent builders, our
dream home was completed
and life in the county be-
came real.

Not only were we experi-
encing a first time 24/7 to-
gether experience (you
know what I mean by that!),
we were able to enjoy all the
wonderful facets of life in a
tourist’s paradise. How
strange to be at peace with
no sounds except for birds,
wind and an occasional air-
plane (or fighter jet) over-
head. Peace.  

My husband was a mili-
tary guy for 42 years. He
loved being outdoors doing
anything. I bought him a
kayak for his birthday. Lov-
ing this new toy, he bought
me one for his birthday, too,
and we were off, paddling
down the Greenbrier River.  

It became my new favorite
thing to do. The water is
beautiful, the scenery mag-
nificent and if you’ve never
experienced this excursion,

you have missed out on so
much.  

Millions of beautiful West
Virginia trees greet you
throughout the trip. An oc-
casional eagle is a treat and
sometimes you’ll see wildlife
along the river or trail.  It’s
easy to enjoy a day on the
river with the sights to see.
Take a picnic lunch, stop
along the way and spend
the whole day meandering
down the water.  

A few swimming  holes
provide a refreshing dip in
the river, but from Marlin-
ton to Buckeye to Seebert,
they are few and far be-
tween. Much of the river is
quite shallow and easily nav-
igated by those who may be
afraid of its depth.  Just
relax, paddle at ease and
enjoy the time away from it
all.

While the river is a great
way to spend some time in
nature, so many other
amenities are available and
we enjoy them all.  Walking
is fairly easy for us in our
senior years and we take ad-
vantage of all the options –
especially the ones on flat-
ter ground! 

The Greenbrier River
Trail provides 77 miles of
walking, biking, horseback
riding enjoyment. Between
the two of us, we have been
able to experience all three.  

Our ladies’ group took
several autumn adventures
biking on the trail and after
a few years, completed the
whole trail in different seg-
ments. We were not in a
hurry. We chatted, laughed,
ate, rested, McGuyver-ed
broken bikes and wore our-
selves out.  They were great
times.  

Never in a million years
would the guys even think
about a years-long excur-
sion on just 77 miles. No sir!
Even in their 70s, they com-
pleted the trail in only two
days and said they could
have done it in one! Ha.  

We walk the trail several
times a week savoring dif-
ferent sections.  The scenery
is lovely. You’ll see farm-
land, pastures, every imagi-
nable wildflower all through
the spring, summer and
fall.  Cute cabins, nice
homes, fishing or hunting
camps dot the land along
the trail, and the river is al-
ways right by your side or
nearby.  

Miles and miles of noth-
ingness or a little here and
there. If you haven’t been
on the trail, please make it a
number one event on your
bucket list.

Just a few steps down the
Scenic Highway from the
Cranberry Glades Nature
Center is a small road which
takes you down into the
woods leading to a very
unique spot. 

Someone told us about
the jail situated in the area
near the Glades and we had
to see it for ourselves. No
building, not really much of
a foundation is even visible,
but informative signs lead
you to the area and explain
the amazing history of the
place where fellows were in-
carcerated with no fences,
no walls, no real means of
keeping the “criminals”
under lock and key.  

Take your time and check
out why only a couple of
guys managed to escape,
but the rest stayed. Clearly,
it was too cold and snowy in
the winter to be able to
leave and too beautiful in
the summer to want to.

Several interesting trails
are available even for some
of the older generation
along the Scenic Highway.
Of course, High Rocks Trail
is a favorite and fairly easy
two-mile hike to an amazing
view overlooking the Hills-
boro area. Take a camera,
binoculars and a little lunch
and experience impressive
views that surely won’t be
enjoyed by those living in

town.
One of the trails we were

able to enjoy (and by that I
mean were able to com-
plete!), was a five-mile trek
from the Williams River

Overlook to Big Spruce
Overlook and back just off
both sides of the Scenic
Highway.

The scenery is spectacular
on these trails, and we were

especially mesmerized by
the remains of the logging
railroad. We couldn’t imag-
ine how a railroad could be
built and used on the side of
that mountain.  Several log-

ging camp accessories,
rusted and very old were
right on the trail. Many
photos were taken as we
hiked and many unan-
swered questions still linger.

Spectacular scenery
abounds in Pocahontas
County. Maybe it’s because
of my age, or maybe it’s just
that good, but I feel so very
blessed to have chosen this
part of the state to make my
home.  So many opportuni-

ties to enjoy.  I certainly
haven’t named them all, but
just the few that have made
our time here easy to appre-
ciate and easy for our aging
souls!

What’s best?  All for free.
Borrow the kayak, use the
neighbor’s bicycle, any kind
of tennis shoe will work on
the trails I’ve mentioned.
Take your time. Breathe in
this unpolluted air. 

A very kind man wel-

comed me to the county
after just a few weeks of liv-
ing here.  He said it’s a
great place to live if you can
stand the inconvenience.
Well, it’s a little inconven-
ient, but planning well has
avoided the dilemma. Lov-
ing the environment and
the people has made it
much better than tolerable.

Are we happy we took this
unprecedented move? 

Certainly. 

At home in Nature’s Mountain Playground 

Photos courtesy of Carol Carrico

The Carricos accepted Watoga State Park’s invitation to check out the Arrowhead Trail
by the Riverside Campground, and hike to the Ann Bailey Lookout Tower. The place of-
fers a spectacular view of the Greenbrier River, and the quiet  that surrounds you is a
balm for the soul. Pictured: Carol Carrico at the lookout tower.

Larry Carrico loves to hike a good trail, or the graveled path at the Falls of Hills Creek.
The  U. S. Forest Service refers to the falls as the glittering jewel in the crown of the
Monongahela National Forest. The 114-acre area sits just south of Rt. 39, five miles
west of the Cranberry Mountain Nature Center. The handicapped accessible board-
walk is 1,700 feet long and allows everyone to view the first waterfall which drops 25
feet, crashing to the rocks below. Access to the small parking lot is via a graveled
road, where restrooms are also available.
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July 2 - Ann Bailey Trail - Workman Cabin guided day hike -
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Learn about this historic restoration and pio-
neer families of the area. Pack a lunch.
July 7 - 10 - Pioneer Days in Marlinton. Free, nightly musical
entertainment, parades, carnival, contests, arts, crafts and more.
July 10, August 7 and Sept. 25 - Marlinton Historical Town
Tour, 2 p.m. Meet at McClintic Library, across from Episcopal
Church at Ninth Street and Fifth Avenue.
July 13 - 16 - Durbin Days Heritage Festival. Parades, carni-
val, games and competitions for all ages; live music nightly and
fieworks finalé!  
July 15 - Durbin Jail Tour, 5 - 7 p.m.
July 16 - History of Durbin - 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the library.
July 16, 17, 23, 24 – Ballad of Cass. Promenade-style histori-
cal play about the town of Cass. Saturdays at 2 and 6 p.m.; 
Sundays at 6 p.m.
July 29 - 31 - Burner-Blackhurst Reunion. Cass.
Sept. 10 -  History Alive! presents Pearl S. Buck - 2 p.m.,
at the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace, Hillsboro.
Sept. 24 - Autumn Harvest Festival and Roadkill Cook-off,
Marlinton. A one-day festival with arts and crafts, county fair
exhibits and contests, live music and a world-renowned wild
game cook-off.
Sept. 24 - Hammons Music Festival, Pocahontas County
Opera House, Marlinton. Today’s musicians pay tribute to this
Old-Time musical family’s legacy.
Sept. 25 - Cranberry Shindig - Cranberry Mountain Nature
Center. Rt. 39 on Kennison Mountain. A one-day celebration
of Appalachian culture. Live traditional music, artisans,
demonstrations and more.
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 - Huntersville Tradition Days Bicentennial
Birthday Celebration. Live music, pioneer skills, crafts and
demonstrations. Living history and tours, baking contest and
hunter’s feast. 
Through October 31 - Cass Historical Town Walking Tours.
Daily at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Led by park staff.

For additional events, visit
celebratepocahontas200.com

Be a part of the 
Bicentennial! 

Upcoming events:

Carol Carrico
Contributing Writer

After decades of visit-
ing Pocahontas
County, staying at

friends’ cabins and enjoying
the scenery, the husband
and I made the dramatic
decision to change our lives
and move to nature’s play-
ground. 

It was time for retirement,
and we wanted something
different. Our daughters
were adults and on their
own, meaning they visited
us when it was convenient
for them! 

Chatting about what was
in store for our future, we
came upon the novel idea of
packing up and leaving the
Huntington area for good.
And that was exactly what
we did.

Building a house was not
an easy task. Let’s just say it
was extremely difficult for
this recovering perfection-
ist.  With the help of friends
and excellent builders, our
dream home was completed
and life in the county be-
came real.

Not only were we experi-
encing a first time 24/7 to-
gether experience (you
know what I mean by that!),
we were able to enjoy all the
wonderful facets of life in a
tourist’s paradise. How
strange to be at peace with
no sounds except for birds,
wind and an occasional air-
plane (or fighter jet) over-
head. Peace.  

My husband was a mili-
tary guy for 42 years. He
loved being outdoors doing
anything. I bought him a
kayak for his birthday. Lov-
ing this new toy, he bought
me one for his birthday, too,
and we were off, paddling
down the Greenbrier River.  

It became my new favorite
thing to do. The water is
beautiful, the scenery mag-
nificent and if you’ve never
experienced this excursion,

you have missed out on so
much.  

Millions of beautiful West
Virginia trees greet you
throughout the trip. An oc-
casional eagle is a treat and
sometimes you’ll see wildlife
along the river or trail.  It’s
easy to enjoy a day on the
river with the sights to see.
Take a picnic lunch, stop
along the way and spend
the whole day meandering
down the water.  

A few swimming  holes
provide a refreshing dip in
the river, but from Marlin-
ton to Buckeye to Seebert,
they are few and far be-
tween. Much of the river is
quite shallow and easily nav-
igated by those who may be
afraid of its depth.  Just
relax, paddle at ease and
enjoy the time away from it
all.

While the river is a great
way to spend some time in
nature, so many other
amenities are available and
we enjoy them all.  Walking
is fairly easy for us in our
senior years and we take ad-
vantage of all the options –
especially the ones on flat-
ter ground! 

The Greenbrier River
Trail provides 77 miles of
walking, biking, horseback
riding enjoyment. Between
the two of us, we have been
able to experience all three.  

Our ladies’ group took
several autumn adventures
biking on the trail and after
a few years, completed the
whole trail in different seg-
ments. We were not in a
hurry. We chatted, laughed,
ate, rested, McGuyver-ed
broken bikes and wore our-
selves out.  They were great
times.  

Never in a million years
would the guys even think
about a years-long excur-
sion on just 77 miles. No sir!
Even in their 70s, they com-
pleted the trail in only two
days and said they could
have done it in one! Ha.  

We walk the trail several
times a week savoring dif-
ferent sections.  The scenery
is lovely. You’ll see farm-
land, pastures, every imagi-
nable wildflower all through
the spring, summer and
fall.  Cute cabins, nice
homes, fishing or hunting
camps dot the land along
the trail, and the river is al-
ways right by your side or
nearby.  

Miles and miles of noth-
ingness or a little here and
there. If you haven’t been
on the trail, please make it a
number one event on your
bucket list.

Just a few steps down the
Scenic Highway from the
Cranberry Glades Nature
Center is a small road which
takes you down into the
woods leading to a very
unique spot. 

Someone told us about
the jail situated in the area
near the Glades and we had
to see it for ourselves. No
building, not really much of
a foundation is even visible,
but informative signs lead
you to the area and explain
the amazing history of the
place where fellows were in-
carcerated with no fences,
no walls, no real means of
keeping the “criminals”
under lock and key.  

Take your time and check
out why only a couple of
guys managed to escape,
but the rest stayed. Clearly,
it was too cold and snowy in
the winter to be able to
leave and too beautiful in
the summer to want to.

Several interesting trails
are available even for some
of the older generation
along the Scenic Highway.
Of course, High Rocks Trail
is a favorite and fairly easy
two-mile hike to an amazing
view overlooking the Hills-
boro area. Take a camera,
binoculars and a little lunch
and experience impressive
views that surely won’t be
enjoyed by those living in

town.
One of the trails we were

able to enjoy (and by that I
mean were able to com-
plete!), was a five-mile trek
from the Williams River

Overlook to Big Spruce
Overlook and back just off
both sides of the Scenic
Highway.

The scenery is spectacular
on these trails, and we were

especially mesmerized by
the remains of the logging
railroad. We couldn’t imag-
ine how a railroad could be
built and used on the side of
that mountain.  Several log-

ging camp accessories,
rusted and very old were
right on the trail. Many
photos were taken as we
hiked and many unan-
swered questions still linger.

Spectacular scenery
abounds in Pocahontas
County. Maybe it’s because
of my age, or maybe it’s just
that good, but I feel so very
blessed to have chosen this
part of the state to make my
home.  So many opportuni-

ties to enjoy.  I certainly
haven’t named them all, but
just the few that have made
our time here easy to appre-
ciate and easy for our aging
souls!

What’s best?  All for free.
Borrow the kayak, use the
neighbor’s bicycle, any kind
of tennis shoe will work on
the trails I’ve mentioned.
Take your time. Breathe in
this unpolluted air. 

A very kind man wel-

comed me to the county
after just a few weeks of liv-
ing here.  He said it’s a
great place to live if you can
stand the inconvenience.
Well, it’s a little inconven-
ient, but planning well has
avoided the dilemma. Lov-
ing the environment and
the people has made it
much better than tolerable.

Are we happy we took this
unprecedented move? 

Certainly. 

At home in Nature’s Mountain Playground 

Photos courtesy of Carol Carrico

The Carricos accepted Watoga State Park’s invitation to check out the Arrowhead Trail
by the Riverside Campground, and hike to the Ann Bailey Lookout Tower. The place of-
fers a spectacular view of the Greenbrier River, and the quiet  that surrounds you is a
balm for the soul. Pictured: Carol Carrico at the lookout tower.

Larry Carrico loves to hike a good trail, or the graveled path at the Falls of Hills Creek.
The  U. S. Forest Service refers to the falls as the glittering jewel in the crown of the
Monongahela National Forest. The 114-acre area sits just south of Rt. 39, five miles
west of the Cranberry Mountain Nature Center. The handicapped accessible board-
walk is 1,700 feet long and allows everyone to view the first waterfall which drops 25
feet, crashing to the rocks below. Access to the small parking lot is via a graveled
road, where restrooms are also available.
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• YARN (100% alpaca or blended

with wool, silk, bamboo or cotton)
- sold directly from Orchard Hill 

- please contact me. 

In operation since 2002 on Chenoweth Creek Road in Elkins.
Owned and operated by Becky Hammer and Dan Tice.

Orchard Hill Alpacas has a herd of  40+ animals, about
equally divided between the two breeds: Suri and Huacaya.

Our business travels have taken us around the US. We’ve been
truly blessed with great stock, winning championships at

major shows in Harrisburg, PA, and Columbus, OH. Orchard
Hill offers all types of  fleece and yarn; for spinners we have a
variety of  batts and rovings. Finished products include blan-

kets, caps, shawls, ruanas, socks, sweaters and rugs.

It’s not just for cold weather anymore! Enjoy silky, hypoallergenic and
water-resisitant alpaca wool products year-round:

Available locally at  Tattered Rose Boutiquue, Rt. 219 • Marlinton

Don’t see your size? Need more information?
CALL OR EMAIL ME:

hammerr@cebridge.net  • 304-621-3399

Enjoy luxurious, beautifully crafted,
locally sourced Alpaca products!

FOUR-SEASON COMFORT

RUGS • T-SHIRTS

• MEN’S/WOMEN’S GOLF

AND HIKING SOCKS • INSOLES

• PLUSH ANIMALS

• BLANKET BOOKS AND MORE!



Earth Observatory

Amid the network of
artificial lights,
lights that span our

planet like a game of con-
nect-the-dots, darkness is
a precious commodity.
(Top photo) There are
places, however, where the
terrain and distance from
cities help keep light pol-
lution to a minimum. 

Watoga State Park in
eastern West Virginia is
one such place.

Watoga and the nearby
Calvin Price State Forest
and Droop Mountain Bat-
tlefield State Park com-
bine to span a total of 31
square miles (80 square
kilometers) of Pocahontas
County. 

The second image (bot-
tom photo), acquired on
October 18, 2021, with
the Operational Land Im-
ager (OLI) on Landsat 8,
shows a natural-color view
of the parks during the
daytime.

Located in the high-
lands of the Allegheny

Mountains, the parks are
relatively remote – far
from the glow of major

cities that light up much
of the eastern United
States. Only a handful of
small towns and farms dot
the otherwise heavily
forested landscape.

The remoteness of the
area is evident in the
nighttime image, which
shows the pattern of
human settlement across
West Virginia. The image
was acquired on April 24,
2022, with the Visible In-
frared Imaging Radiome-
ter Suite (VIIRS) on the
Suomi NPP satellite. The

image comes from the
VIIRS “day-night band,”
which detects light in a
range of wavelengths from
green to near-infrared
and uses filtering tech-
niques to observe signals
such as auroras, city lights,
and reflected moonlight.

Recent changes have
made the parks even
darker than just a few
years ago. Mary Dawson
and Louanne Fatora,
board members of the
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West Virginia’s Dark, Starry Parks

John Eilers, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED

                                                                 

Family         Practice

Please call for      an appointment

BIG SPRING CLINIC

304-572-4410
Monday & Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - Noon 

DEER CREEK CLINIC

304-456-5050
Tues & Thurs. 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Farm ~ Home
Auto

L. Jay Kniceley    
Insurance
SStop by our office!
818A Tenth Avenue

Marlinton

304-799-6243
For all your insurance

needs



Watoga State Park Foun-
dation, obtained funding
that allowed them to re-
place existing lights
throughout the park with
new fixtures that aim
downward and use bulbs

that cause less light pollu-
tion.

In addition, volunteer
astronomers tracked the
quality of nighttime dark-

ness over the span of a
year, and the park held
several events to educate
the public about dark
skies. The efforts culmi-

nated in all three parks re-
ceiving official status as
“dark sky parks” in Octo-
ber 2021. They were the
state’s first parks to re-
ceive the designation from
the International Dark-
Sky Association.

Even designated dark
sky parks are not com-

pletely dark. Instead, they
are lit by natural sources
such as starlight and
moonlight. The celestial
light show draws amateur
astronomers, stargazers,
and photographers. The
photograph, left, shot by
Jeff Ball, shows the Milky

C
O

M
PA

SS
 •

 T
ou

ri
sm

  S
up

pl
em

en
t 

to
 T

he
 P

oc
ah

on
ta

s 
T

im
es

 •
 S

um
m

er
 2

02
2 

   
   

P
ag

e 
1
8
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STARRY from pg 17                    

MR. PAINTER
Residential and Commercial  Painting

Billy Dunz, Owner/Operator  WV048559
Over 25 Years’ Experience

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power Washing • Epoxy Garage Flooring

Phone 304-799-7152
Cell 304-618-9420
mrpainter25@frontier.com

Michael Murphy, Owner

12745 Potomac Highlands Trail 
Durbin, WV 26264

Murphy's AUTO 
quality used vehicles

BOdy & repair shop 
wrecker & rollback

service

304-456-4858

Country River Cabins,  LLC     

Call 304-799-6948 for information and reservations

view online at countryrivercabins.com • countryrivercabins/facebook

STATION 2
RESTAURANT AND LODGING

Mon. - Tues. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wed. - Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Business opportunity available!
Restaurant/Lodging/Car Wash for sale.

Call for details!

Main Street, Durbin • 304-456-4506 • station2restaurant.com

FAMILY DINING
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER

Appetizers • Burgers • Subs • Pizza • Steak
• Chops • Desserts • Soft Serve Ice Cream

ACCOMMODATIONS
Four  rooms  featuring queen

size beds, separate baths,
Wi-Fi, cable, big screen TV

and a common lounge.
LODGING INCLUDES

BREAKFAST
Call for pricing and

availability.

After hours: 304-456-4509

•Bike, canoe and

tube rentals

•Pizza, Subs and more

• Soft-serve Ice Cream

•Provisions •Newspapers   

Seebert  • 304-653-4515
adjacent to the Greenbrier River Trail across from Watoga State Park

Open seven days a week. 

dirtbean
Coffee Shop,

Café &
Bike Shop

Open Monday -
Saturday at

7a.m. Check
Facebook or
our website

for current
closing

time. 

Good eats, specialty
coffee, tea, beer

and wine. 

304-799-4038
818 Second Avenue

Marlinton
dirtbean.com



Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

Hidden among the
trees near Silver
Creek Resort and

Shavers Lake is a small log
cabin with a sign outside
that reads “Clay Shoot-
ing.” It may not seem like
much, but behind that
cabin is a clay-shooting
course where visitors can
take aim and get an
adrenaline rush “hunting”
those elusive orange and
black disks.

The course is part of the
Outdoor Adventures of-
fered at Snowshoe Moun-
tain Resort. As someone

who is always willing to try
new things – even those
that scare me – I sched-
uled a visit and headed
out to try my hand at the
popular gun sport.

It must be noted that
prior to this I had never
shot a gun in my life.
Needless to say, I was
nervous. But, I was paired
with two skillful and
knowledgeable guides
who put my mind at ease.
Billy McKinney, a Poca-
hontas County native, and
Jack Moore, a Roanoke,
Virginia, import gave me
the rundown before we
headed for the course.
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4th Avenue  Gallery
in the historic
Marlinton Depot on the
Greenbrier River Trail
Tuesday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
304-799-2550

Shops at Leatherbark Ford
at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

Open 10 a.m. - 5: 30 p.m during train season 
304-456-5440

Join us at pocahontasartistry.com
Special events on Facebook at Pocahontas County Artisans Co-op

Handcrafted home décor, gifts and more!

Local, handmade
fine arts and crafts

EVERY DAY:
R&D Amusements Carnival, Food, Vendors, Rabbit Pong

and Bingo in addition to special events.

WEDNESDAY
5 p.m.           Opening Ceremony, Carnival 
                     Grounds Stage
6 pm.            Pet Show -sign up at 5:30 p.m. Free; 
                     donations for Humane Society  
                     appreciated
7 - 10 p.m.    Karaoke with Brandon Kerr
8 p.m.           Greased Pig Contest -sign up at 
                     7 p.m.  $5 Fee

                     THURSDAY:
6 - 10 p.m.    Live Music: Soda Pop Gypsies
6 p.m.           Cakewalk -Station2 parking lot

                     FRIDAY:
5 - 7 p.m.      Durbin Jail Tours with Jason 
                     Bauserman
7 p.m.           Fireman’s Parade

7 - 11 p.m.    Live Music: Wild Fire Honey

Durbin Days Heritage Festival
July 13 - 16 Durbin, WV

durbindaysheritagefestival@gmail.com or check us out on facebook

SATURDAY:
9 a.m. - Noon     Car Show, below carnival grounds. 
                          Entry fee $15
9:30 a.m.           5k Run/Walk, Starting at Rinehart Rd.,
                          Bartow. Register at 9 a.m. Entry fee $20.
10 a.m. - Noon   Old-Time Music Jam with Cheat Mtn. 
                          Express, large tent, carnival grounds
10 a.m.              BFD VFD Barbecued Chicken, Main Street
10 a.m.              Cornhole Tournament. Sign up 9 a.m; 
                          $20 per team
11 a.m.                Craft Show, Main Street
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. History of Durbin with Jason Bauserman, 
                          Durbin Library, Main Street
Noon - 4 p.m.     Farmers Market
1 p.m.                Antique Car Parade
2 p.m.                Grand Feature Parade
2:30 p.m.           Sundance Studio Cloggers, 
                          with Dorothy Stephenson
3 p.m.                Parade Awards, Carnival Grounds Stage
4 p.m.                Lumberjack Competition
5 p.m.                Tug of War
6 p.m.                Excavator Challenge
6 - 11 p.m.         Live Music with Nite Phix
10 p.m.              FIREWORKS!

NO PETS ALLOWED ON CARNIVAL GROUNDS 
EXCEPT FOR PET SHOW

Photo courtesy of Kurtis Schachner
No, that’s not the author taking aim at the Snowshoe Mountain Resort Clay Shooting course. To be honest,
Suzanne didn’t want to have pictures taken just in case she had terrible aim and missed all the clays.

‘Pull!’
A lesson in
clay-shooting



The clay shooting facil-
ity opened in the summer
of 1999 and welcomes
shooters of all skill levels
and most ages.

“There is an age range,”
Moore said. “It’s twelve
years old and older. We’ve
had little kids show up be-
fore – maybe ten years old
– that bring their own
shotgun. We’ll definitely
take them out to the
course.”

The facility has a collec-
tion of Beretta shotguns in
28 gauge, 20 gauge and
12 gauge. The smaller the
number, the bigger the
shell and the heavier the
shotgun.

“I actually prefer a
twenty gauge over a twelve
gauge,” Moore said.
“Whenever you’re dealing
with the twelve gauge, the
barrel is going to be big-
ger. The two different
shotguns – the semi-auto-
matics are typically lighter
than the over-unders.
That’s just the way they’re
built.”

The over-under – which
I later decided was my
preferred shotgun – is the
style of gun which you
“crack open” to load. A
lever is pushed and the
barrel comes away from
the stock to allow for two
shells to be loaded. The
barrel is then lifted back
into place and ready to
shoot.

After showing me the
types of shotguns, McKin-
ney brought over a shell
that was dissected down
the middle to show me the
inside and the process a
shell goes through.

“Here’s your primer,
right here, this is full of
gunpowder,” he said,
pointing to parts of the
shell. “The fire pin hits it
and ignites the powder,
then there’s the wad and
these are your BBs.
They’ll go flying out of
there. The BBs will outrun
the wad. So you’ll see the

wad drop, but your BBs
are still going.”

I thought to myself, ‘I
doubt I’ll see anything be-
cause my eyes will be
closed,’ but I didn’t want
to let my fear show. I was
determined to give this a
try.

As we sat in the cabin, I
asked about the six clays
mounted on the wall be-
hind Moore’s head.

He explained that there
are different shapes and
sizes for the different lev-
els of the course.

Like a golf course, the
clay shooting course starts
off rather easy with sta-
tionary clays and progres-
sively gets harder, with the
clays getting faster, or two
being thrown in the air at
the same time, or they get
smaller and faster.

“The white one on the
left is the rabbit,” Moore
said. “It runs on the
ground and is a little bit
thicker. The black one is a
battue. Typically a battue
is thrown straight up in
the air. The stander is the
most regular clay that weC
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PULL from pg 19                   

Photo courtesy of Kurtis Schachner
With the over-under shotgun – 28 gauge and 20 gauge – the barrel is pulled away from the stock in order
to load the shells. After the shooter is done, he or she “cracks open” the shotgun to eject the spent shells.
As they eject, the shells
take flight and smoke
rises from the barrels,
adding a little drama to
the sport.

View our weekly specials, download coupons, recipes and more online.

Call ahead for to-go  

and  special  orders!

Happy 
Campers

shop here!

• Quality meats 
• Deli/Bakery 
• Groceries 

• Specialty Trays 
• Pizzas, Hot Subs 

• Frozen Treats

POCAHONTAS IGA
Rt. 219 • Marlinton 

304-799-6667 pocahontas.iga.com
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.



throw. Then it just gets
smaller from there. So we
have a midi which is going
to come out a little bit
faster and then the mini
– hard to see, comes out
super, super quick.

“We’ll only usually
throw the midi and the
mini for somebody who’s
a little more advanced,”
he added.

The clays are literally
made out of clay and are

biodegradable which is a
good thing because there
is a lot of rubble in the
woods after a run through
the course.

Visitors to the course are
allowed 25 shots at the
course and are also al-
lowed to bring their own
shotguns and ammo if
they so desire.

The facility has seen a
lot of repeat customers,
and  newbies – like me
– who were curious about
this sports shooting thing.

Finally, before outfitting
me with a shell bag that
clipped around my waist,
the guys gave me a final
safety lesson.

First and foremost, the
shotguns are not loaded
until the shooter is in the
window at the range on
the course. When carrying
an over-under, it is re-
quired to have the gun
“cracked open,” and with
the other shotguns, the
barrel must point to the
sky, perpendicular to the
ground.

“If it’s an over-under, we
like to see the gun broken
down,” Moore said. “Rea-
son being, whenever I’m
looking at that gun and
it’s broken open, that’s
how I know it’s safe. We
don’t ask people to load
their guns until we’re in-
side the box, and that’s
when they’re also allowed
to take the safety off to
shoot. The barrel always
stays down range. We
don’t want them swaying

outside the box.”
It was time to head for

the course. I carried the
broken down over-under,
and we headed for the
first box. The boxes are
wood frames with a “win-
dow” where the shooter
stands and aims for the
clays. I put in my earplugs
and was ready to go.

McKinney helped me
with my first shell, ad-
justed my stance and told
me how to sight up the
clay before I shot. I aimed,

took a deep breath and
shot. I hit a clay! Granted,
it wasn’t the clay I was
aiming at, but I got it
nonetheless. It was a rush. 

That was the first time I
shot a gun and it wasn’t a

disaster. I wasn’t nervous
to have two pros watching
me. In fact, it was com-
forting to have them
there, knowing they
weren’t going to let me get
hurt.

McKinney held on to
the ejected shell for me to
keep as a souvenir, and we
continued down the
course.
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Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps Housed in Green Bank Art Center,
we offer locally handmade
Art • Jewelry • Pottery
Quilts and much more.

5382 Pocahontas Highland Trail • Green Bank, WV

304-456-4747
artingreenbank.org      

Inquire about our
current class offerings! 

Call 304-456-4747 or stop
by Green Bank Art Center.

Art in Green Bank
INC.

A non-profit cooperative organized to pro-
mote the arts and artisans in Pocahontas

County

"This program is presented with financial assistance from the West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture, and History
and the National Endowment for the Arts, with approval from the West Virginia Commission of the Arts."

• ATM •  Groceries,
local and regional meats

and farm eggs
• Beer, wine, snacks,

organics and
gluten-free options

•Gas, diesel, off-road and
non-ethanol fuels

• Tinctures and High
Quality CBD products
•Souvenirs • Live Bait

304-653-4689
8905 Seneca Trail     

(Rt. 219) Hillsboro
Open seven days a week

Photos by Suzanne Stewart
The prey (above) – a va-
riety of clays, from left,
rabbit, battue, standard,
midi and two minis. The
ammo (at right) – 28, 20
and 12 gauge shells.



It was exhilarating to go
from box to box, and see
how the course was set up.
There are launching ma-
chines where Moore
would load the clays, He
said when I was ready to
yell “Pull!” He would
shoot a clay out to give me
an idea of where to aim
and then I would get to
give it a try.

The clays are stored in
boxes along the course.

There were boxes where
he shot two clays at once –
impossible for me to hit
either one. And others
where the clays came out
fast and high in the air
– again impossible for me
to shoot. Overall though,
I managed to hit six or
seven clays that day.

Yes, my shoulder ached
halfway through, but I
didn’t want to stop. I was
honestly surprised that I
enjoyed shooting a gun.
I’ve been around them in
the past, but never had
the inclination to shoot
before, due to a fear of ac-
cidents.

After my experience at
the clay shooting range, I
realized that it’s natural to

fear accidents, but it is also
possible to have a fun and
a safe day of shooting. All
it takes is respect for the
weapon and it’s capabili-
ties.

There were even a few
times where I uttered a
few, rather loud “woo-
hoos” as I saw the clays
shatter from my not so ex-

pertly aimed shot.
As the three of us re-

turned to the cabin, I
knew I would return to
shoot more clays. Maybe
next time, I’ll bring a few
friends.

Whether you’ve been
shooting since you were a
teen or have never
touched a shotgun before,

the clay shooting crew will
be there to help you have
the best time possible. All
you need to do is listen to

the safety tips, take a deep
breath and don’t forget to
yell “Pull!” when you’re

ready.
The clay shooting facil-

ity is open Thursday
through Sunday and re-
quires reservations.

To make a reservation,
call  877-441-4386 or visit
http://www.snowshoemtn.
com/todo/sum-activities/
sporting-clays/ index.htm
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To find the Clay Shooting
cabin, turn off at the Sil-
ver Creek Resort en-
trance and follow Sha-
vers Lake Road. The
cabin will be on the left
before reaching the lake.



Way over Watoga Lake.
The name Watoga is the
Cherokee word for “starry
waters,” according to the
park’s website.

While dark skies are fa-
vored by stargazers, they
are also important for the
local ecology. 

“Watoga’s dark sky des-

ignation is just as much
about the preservation of
habitat for many unique
species of animals, plants,
and insects, as it is about
the clarity of the night
sky,” Fatora said.

For example, the park is
home to the rare “syn-
chronous” firefly. It’s the
timing of their flashes –

made in rhythmic, syn-
chronized intervals – that
sets their mating display
apart from other fireflies.
Watoga State Park is one
of a handful of public lo-
cations in the United
States where people can
view the display. The
park’s protection from
light pollution should also
benefit the fireflies, which
are sensitive to light.

Visitors should be aware
that firefly displays last
just a few weeks of the
summer, and celestial
views are occasionally ob-
scured by clouds. But as
West Virginia’s largest
state park, Watoga offers
plenty of activities, such as
hiking, paddling, and
swimming, to keep visitors
busy until the natural light
shows return.

NASA Earth Observa-
tory images by Joshua
Stevens, using VIIRS day-
night band data from the
Suomi National Polar-or-
biting Partnership and
Landsat data from the
U.S. Geological Survey.
Photograph by Jeff Ball.
Story by Kathryn Hansen.

About the 
Earth Observatory

The Earth Observa-
tory’s mission is to share
with the public the
images, stories, and dis-
coveries about the envi-
ronment, Earth systems,
and climate that emerge
from NASA research,
including its satellite
missions, in-the-field re-
search, and models. 
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Find Compass online at pocahontastimes.com
STARRY from pg 18                    

The

Burner Homeplace
Est. 1885Museum & 

Art Gallery

The oldest house in Cass, built by
Allen C. Burner in 1885. Located on

Rt. 66, within walking distance of
the Greenbrier River and Cass Sce-

nic Railroad State Park!

Open May - December
Our mission is to preserve history and 

promote the arts through educational experiences. 
GALLERY: pottery, clay jewelry, photographs, woodwork,
paintings and stained glass. MUSEUM: tours of the house,
photos, letters and artifacts from pre- and early Cass years.

Pottery Center is open!

Find us on Facebook
and Instagram for
hours, events, and
art class schedule.

8075 Wesley Chapel Road  
Green Bank

(next to the Post Office) 304-413-6335

Don’t miss us!
Shop our great

selection of home
décor, local food
items and more!

THE MTN.

SHOP

Green Bank, 

WV

• Gifts • Candles • Coal River Coffee
• Fresh baked goods daily 

• Local honey and maple syrup
• WV-Made jams and preserves

• Locally handmade items
• Quality Knives 

Stop in for free fresh coffee and tea!

Wednesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

         Providing vehicle shuttle services
        for Greenbrier River Trail and
               Greenbrier River users.

•CASS • MARLINTON 
• SEEBERT • CALDWELL

• CUSTOM TRAILHEAD POINTS
Complete info and online booking:
greenbrierrivershuttles.com

Find us on Facebook

Like and
Follow 
us on 

Facebook
The 

Pocahontas
Times



The Pocahontas
Opera House is ex-
cited to announce

that the Missoula Theater
Company will return to
Pocahontas County Au-
gust 1  through August 6.
At the end of the one-
week theater camp, chil-
dren will mount a full
performance of Hansel
and Gretel, complete with
music, dance, costumes,
scenery and makeup.  

Children entering first
through eighth grades are

encouraged to apply. 
The cost is $25 for the

first child and $15 for
each sibling. Applications
are available at the Well-
ness  Center and on the
Opera House website
www.pocahontasopera-
house.org Scholarships
are available. 

“We are thrilled to wel-
come the Missoula The-
ater Company back to
Pocahontas County this
summer,” camp director
Charlie MaGhee Hughes

said. “We had two great
years of summer theater
camps before COVID hit,
and I know there are a lot
of kids out there who
can’t wait to take to the
stage again.”  

Hansel and Gretel offers a
wide range of parts for
children of all ages. In ad-
dition to Hansel and Gre-
tel, Granny and the
Wildwood Witch, there is
an assortment of
crafty cooks, lost campers,
rascals, denizens of the

deep and a flock of cuddly
“wallybirds.” For those
who prefer not to per-
form, assistant directors
will help with rehearsals
and work  backstage. 

The camp will be full of
activities for everyone.
When not rehearsing for

the big show, there will be
workshops in props, cos-
tumes, set design and
movement. 

The camp will run from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
August 1,  through Friday,
August 5. 

Lunch and snacks will

be provided each day. 
Performances will be

Friday, August 5, at 4 p.m.
and Saturday August 6, at
2 p.m. Campers are ex-
pected to attend the full
six hours each day and
participate in both per-
formances.
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Company to present
‘Hansel and Gretel’
at Opera House



Maureen Conley

Are you up for the
challenge of run-
ning vigorously, en-

joying breathtaking vistas
and then celebrating like
never before? Do you
want to test your en-
durance? 

Then come to the Chal-
lenge—the 7th Annual
Mountain Trail Challenge
half-marathon or 5k at
Watoga State Park on Au-
gust 13. 

Yes, the races are chal-
lenging, but they are also
a testament to Wild, Won-
derful West Virginia, its
canopied forests and
mountain streams, its gra-
cious people and its un-
paralleled beauty. 

The 13.1-mile half-
marathon includes two
hills, one with 640 feet in
elevation gain, the other
420 feet. The 3.1-mile 5k
has about 325 feet of ele-
vation gain. Both races
start and finish at the
Beaver Creek Camp-
ground. 

Jerico

749 Jerico Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954

304-799-6241 • 888-499-6241
www.jericobb.com • airbnb.com

Offering private hot
tubs, heart-shaped
jacuzzi, fireplaces,

A/C, wi-fi,
handicapped
access.
Motorcycle
friendly!

Bed & Breakfast
and Pre-Civil War Cabins
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See TRAIL, page 26

The Bear’s Den
10811  Potomac Highlands Trail 

(Rt. 28/92) Boyer

Call for restaurant reservations and take-out

681-206-7973
Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Sunday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Store and gas pumps open seven days a week

CONVENIENCE STORE • GAS
LOTTERY • KENO • GAME ROOM • COLD BEER

FAMILY-STYLE RESTAURANT

24-Hour Wrecker &
Rollback Service

Night 304- 799-6079
or 304-799-7148

All major
credit cards

accepted

F&F 
Service CenterLLC 

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners 
Rt. 39 at Beaver Creek Road, Huntersville

ARI Certified • Complete Auto Repair• New Tires • State and Modified Inspections
Transmissions • Brakes • Exhausts • 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments

304-799-6431

T-N-T
Carports for
Sale - Call
for prices
and sizes

Hunting for a place to stay?

Bear Creek Lodge
On the river at Cass - across from
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park!

•Eight non-smoking rooms with 
two double or one king bed 
and full bath • Free Wi-Fi 

•Free Parking • Pets Allowed
•Restaurant on premises

Prices start as low as      
$69/day

Call 304-456-4288
OUTPOST • CASS

Eat in or Carry-out
Fri. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m - 10 p.m.

Sunday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

And check out the
Why Not Shop 

Clothing • Shoes • Furniture
route66snowshoe.com  304-572-1200

WELCOME,
RIDERS, FAMILIES AND SPECTATORS!

We’ve got great
breakfasts, daily

specials, cold beer
and more!

Restaurant
Slaty Fork

304-572-2200

Seventh Annual Mountain Trail ChallengePioneer Days
July 7-10



Visit watogafoundation.
org/races to register and
for additional informa-
tion, course maps, aid sta-
tion locations and driving

directions. 
Cost for the 5k is $30

until July 1, $35 from July
2 to August 7, and $40
from August 8 to August
13. Cost for the half-

marathon is $40 until July
1, $45 from July 2 to Au-
gust 7, and $50 from Au-
gust 8 to August 13. 

Come to Watoga for the
7th Annual Mountain

Trail Challenge and expe-
rience the natural won-
ders of Watoga State Park. 

This event is sponsored
by the Watoga State Park

Foundation, a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization. 

All race proceeds bene-
fit the park.
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COUNTRY

Marty Giddings, Broker
570 Cass Rd. Slatyfork, WV 26291

304-572-2100
SnowshoeResort.net Marty Giddings

OWNER/BROKER
Michael Hughes

OWNER/REALTOR
John Snyder

REALTOR
Heather Pace

REALTOR

Your local agents

Nobody in the world sells more 
real estate than RE/MAX!

Our agents are part of  

The World’s Largest Real 
Estate Network

Why  
RE/MAX?
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877.441.4386 | snowshoemtn.com

snowshoe SUMMER EVENTs
June 3-5 Downhill Southeast Race Downhill Southeast

June 10 Snowshoe Foundation Golf Tournament

June 12  Community Appreciation Day

July 1-4 Independence Day Celebration
 & Fireworks Display 

July 7- 10  4848 Festival 

July 15-17  Yoga Power Retreat at Snowshoe 

July 29-31 Mercedes-Benz UCI Mountain Bike World Cup 

Aug 6 Treasure On The Mountain The Snowshoe 

Aug 14 Community Appreciation Day

Aug 20 Taste of the Mountain 

Aug 21 Footing In The Hills

Sept 2-4  Labor Day Celebration & Fireworks Display 

Sept 9-11  Women’s Mountain Bike Camp

Sept 25  Community Appreciation Day 

Oct 1-2 WV Enduro Series Finals

Oct 16 Closing Days

SNOWSHOE SUMMER EVENTS

877.441.4386 | snowshoemtn.com
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