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Christmas
in the

County



Father Arthur Bufogle
Pocahontas County
Catholic Churches

Merry 

Christmas. 

Feliz 

navidad. 

Mayad nga

paskwa.

This greeting “Mayad
nga paskwa” is Merry
Christmas (literally

“good pasche”) in the Karay-
a dialect of Hiligaynon. Hili-
gaynon, or Illongo, is the
language spoken in the west-
ern Visayas (mostly the is-
land of Panay and the
western part of the island of
Negros), and each province
has a variation of the lan-
guage spoken in Iloilo.

The greetings of this sea-
son emphasize joy and festi-
val, birth and Christ.  

Families gather, share a
meal, exchange gifts, create
traditions.  

Some even take time to
celebrate and worship in
Church, giving thanks!  

Two thousand years ago, it
was a very different picture:

a young mother and her older
husband, finding nowhere to
rest except a stable, giving
birth, wrapping the baby in
rags and placing him on a
feeding trough.  

It didn’t seem like they
had much to eat themselves.  

Two thousand years later,
the picture is not much dif-
ferent for many families
today.  

It doesn’t have to be that
way.

That baby, we know his
name – Jesus. We know who
he is, the Christ.  

He taught us all how to
live, so that someday we
could live forever.  

He taught us how to love
each other and share the
blessings we have, so that no
one has to experience what
he did at his birth in Bethle-
hem.  

He showed us how to wel-
come others and accept
them.  

He gave us an example of
serving and total giving.  

He told us he didn’t come
to condemn us, but to save
us.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful
if this Christmas every
Christian shared what we
have… every Christian wel-
comed each person… every
Christian didn’t judge others,
but served others? 

Then Christmas will be
truly merry.
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A Christmas
Message

Christmas Eve Mass at 5 p.m. at
St. Mark’s in Bartow and at 9 p.m. at
St. Bernard’s Chapel at Snowshoe, with
Christmas Day Mass at St. John
Neumann in Marlinton at 10 a.m.



Missing you always
Especially at Christmastime

MAZIE BURGESS
1/1/1938 ~ 8/28/2017

When all the decoration are arranged upon the tree
That’s when Christmas memories 
come flooding back to me.
The countless celebrations you lovingly prepared
And all the happy Christmases you and I have shared.
I miss you every moment, Mom, since you went away
And how I wish that you were here 
to welcome Christmas Day.

Love and miss you so much, 
Connie

In Memory of
Leroy H. Sharp and 

Curt D. Sharp

Love, The Sharp Family

Time slips by and life goes on, 
But from our hearts you’re never gone.

We think about you always
We talk about you, too,

We have so many memories
But we wish we still had you
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In Loving Memory of

Thomas Brown

With Love, wife, Evelyn, and son, Thomas, Jr.

They are gone but not forgotten
By those who love them still,
A place is vacant in our home

That never can be filled.

In Memory of 
Roy and Mandy Cain
Steve and Junior Cain

Vince and Delores Trotta

Love, Ernie and Vicki

Life and home are not the same
Since you went away.

In Loving Memory of
Leslie Kay Goldizen

Love you, Sweetie
Mom, Dad and family

On Angel’s wings you were taken,
But in our hearts you’ll stay

And in God’s light you will rest
Until we meet again someday.

In Loving
Memory of

Mazie Burgess

Every day I
think of you.

We had a love
that was true.

Miss and Love You,
Always, Loy

In Loving Memory of
Will James Pennington

Born November 29, 1989 Passed away June 9, 2011
A face that is ever before us,

A voice we will never forget;

A smile that will last forever

In memory we see you yet.

In Memory of

Bobby Joe Long

Love, sister, Wanda Jean McMillion, 
son, Robert Joseph Long and family

We miss you and love you

They are gone but not forgotten
By those who love them still,

A place is vacant in our home
That never can be filled.

In Loving Memory of

Jonathan Lee Mallow

Born June 14, 1981 Passed away November 5, 2009
If we had all the world to give,

We’d give it, yes, and more,

To hear his voice and see his smile,

And greet him at the door.

In Loving Memory of

Keith Alderman

Love, Charlotte

Some say time heals our aching hearts,
But no, it isn’t true.

For many years have passed, dear
And our hearts still ache for you.

In Memory of 
Mike and Francis Pyne, 
Dewey and Crystal Burr 

and David Gainer

Loved and Remembered,
Kelly, Jacob, Kevin, Ellie and Phyllis Pyne

A face that is ever before us,
A voice we will never forget;
A smile that will last forever

In memory we see you yet.

ON THE COVER: A
light dusting of snow
makes a perfect back-
drop for  the decorated
windows at St. John Neu-
mann. Father Arthur
Bufogle said in the older
Catholic Tradition, the
Christmas season ended
on February 2, which is
the Feast of the Presenta-
tion of the Lord in the
Temple. In Pocahontas
County churches,  the de-
corations stay up as close
to February 2 as possible,
as long as they are in
good condition.

Always in 

Our Thoughts



Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

It’s Christmas all over the
world, and many coun-
tries have their own

unique way of spreading
goodwill during this season
that celebrates the birth of
the Christ Child. 

Families brought many of
those traditions with them
when they made their way to
their new homes in America
– and those traditions con-
tinue to this day. 

Immigrants from Italy,
Germany, Scotland and Ire-
land carried on their Christ-
mas traditions in West
Virginia, and turned them
into Appalachian traditions,
which have been passed
down from generation to
generation.

Often, those from an Ital-
ian background fast on
Christmas Eve and then, on
Christmas Day, have what is
called The Feast of the Seven
Fishes. As the name implies,
the meal consists of at least
seven different seafood
dishes.

Originating in southern
Italy, where the feast is
known as the Vigil, the cele-
bration commemorates the
wait for the midnight birth of
Christ. It was introduced to

America in the late 1800s in
New York City’s Little Italy.

While the types of seafood
vary from family to family, a
well-known dish is baccala
– salted cod fish. Other pop-
ular dishes include baked
cod, clams casino, cod fish
balls in tomato sauce, dol-
phinfish, deep fried cod, fish
or scallops, fried smelts,
seafood salad, marinated or
fried eel, octopus salad and
more.

Every country has its sta-
ple food for the holiday sea-
son and Scotland is to thank
– or to blame, depending on
your taste – for fruitcake.

Originally called the

Twelfth Night Cake, it be-
came known as the black
bun – due to overcooking or
burning of the cake.

Fruitcake has three essen-
tial ingredients – fruit, nuts
and whiskey. Unlike the
fruitcakes we see today, a
Scottish fruitcake is covered
with pastry and looks like a
loaf of bread with a cake in-
side.

The cake originated as a
Scottish King cake and was
introduced following the re-
turn of Mary, Queen of
Scots, from France. The tra-
dition was that a bean was
hidden in the cake and who-
ever found it became King

for the evening.
In America, fruitcake was

a traditional gift given to
friends and family. It was
first available through mail
order in 1913. The traditional

cake has been the subject of
ridicule for years, with many
turning up their nose at the
dense cake.

Your friends at
Huntersville Historical Traditions 

wish everyone a 

Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year!
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Sending our best
wishes for a merry
and bright Christmas.
Hope i t  delivers
everything on 
your wish list!

To Our Valued
Friends & 
Customers

Green Bank Pharmacy
Tim Robbins, owner; Gabrielle, Chad, Crystal and Kelley

in Community Care, Green Bank • 304-456-5115

From the Kisner Family

Please join us May 29, 2022 at the
Arbovale Cemetery where we will honor the
Kisner family at the Memorial Day event.

Happy Holidays!

TheLast Run Restaurant
and Blue Roof Caterers

304-456-9952 • blueroofcaterers@yahoo.com

Hope it brings an abundance of 
happiness and good fortune your way. 

We appreciate your helping us stay
on track this year.    
Merry Christmas!

Steeped in Tradition

THE FEAST OF the Seven Fishes is an Italian-American traditional meal served on
Christmas Day. The feast consists of at least seven types of seafood dishes. Photo cour-
tesy of Dreamstime.com

THE SCOTTISH CAKE known as Twelfth Night Cake, better known as fruitcake,
has been a traditional dessert and gift for centuries.

see Tradition pg 5



Moving from food to cele-
brations, caroling has been a
long held tradition –  going
from house to house to sing
Christmas carols to neigh-
bors and spread a little
Christmas cheer.  This tradi-
tion, sometimes with a twist,
came from many countries
– known as Wassailing in the

United Kingdom and Bel-
snickling in Germany.

Unlike caroling, Belsnick-
eling is more of a game.
Families dress up in dis-
guises and go to their neigh-
bors houses, knock on the
door and shout “Are you
going to let the Belsnickel
in?” The neighbors have to
guess who the Belsnickels
are. If they don’t guess right,
the Belsnickels are invited
inside for hot cider or hot
chocolate and a Christmas

treat.
If the neighbors guess

right, the Belsnickels  will
still  be invited in, although
the neighbors are asked to

keep the secret as the Bel-
snickels travel to the next
house.

Decorating for Christmas
is another tradition that has

grown by leaps and bounds
over the years in America. 

The tradition of placing a
solitary candle in the win-
dow originated in Ireland.
The symbolism of the candle
varied from family to family.
It could be a beacon to visi-
tors or even a stranger pass-
ing by to let them know they
are welcome in the home. A
candle can also symbolize

the North Star, which led the
shepherds to the manger.

These and many other
Christmas traditions harken
back to the countries of our
ancestors. 

Whether you await the ar-
rival of Santa Claus, Father
Christmas, Papai Noel or
Babbo Natale, may your
Christmas be filled with
peace, joy and wonder.
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Having customers like you
fills us up ... with cheer!

We really appreciate your
stopping here.

Rt. 39 Stop
Huntersville

304-799-6420
Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year
from

Don, Ardel, Audrey,
Heather, and Tanya       

Tidings of 
Comfort & Joy

We hope your holiday
season is filled with your

favorite pleasures.
Thank you for making
our year so enjoyable

with your visits!

Ashli, Sheila and Derrick

Legacy 

Designs

Thanks to all of the
members and friends

who have kept us
going strong in 2021.

Merry Christmas!

Best Christmas Ever!
We wish you peace,
joy and good health!

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
PARKS & RECREATION

Community Wellness Center  • Ninth Street, 
Beside Marlinton Elementary School • 304-799-7386

150 Carl McCarty Drive
304-799-6803

We’d like to paws and
wish you a sweet
holiday season!

Dr. Stacy, Robin and Sydnee

WED. - SUN. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.
CLOSED MON./TUES.

FROST INTERSECTION

(RTS. 92 AND 84)
304-799-4765

We couldn’t do it
without you!

Tradition,
from page 4

LIGHTING A CANDLE in the window is an Irish tradition showing travelers and locals they are welcome to come
by for a Christmas visit. It can also symbolize the North Star, which shepherds followed on the night of the Christ
Child’s Birth. Photo courtesy of Dreamstime.com

We appreciate your
support, and we wish
you a happy holiday.

Marlinton 
Rotary

THANKS
to all of our       
friends who
have made our
year so special!
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free
water

analysis

1-800-985-2000
Water Treatment

that works…
guaranteed

awtecowater.com

Merry Christmas 
to all our customers!
We thank God for all our customers -

you feel like family to us.
If you are not a current customer and
need water treatment, give us a call.

You can depend on EcoWater,
and you can depend on us.

EcoWater Treatment Systems are a
Christmas Gift that keeps giving every

day for years and years.

CITY AND COUNTY WATER
WELLS, SPRINGS AND CISTERNS
Water Treatment Systems that work…

guaranteed! (we put it in writing)

All the “BEARY” Best…

to all the very best people we
know - our customers!

Merry Christmas and heartfelt
thanks for your business.

The Bear’s Den

10811 Potomac Highlands Trail (Rt. 28/92) 

Boyer   681-206-7973

We hope this Christmas season treats you to all
the best. Serving you has been our pleasure, and

we look forward to seeing you again soon.

Happy Holidays!

Bring On the Merry!

S&D Diner
828 Second Avenue • Marlinton • 304-799-4390

Merry 
Christmas
Greetings

Mayor Sam Felton,
Marlinton Town Council and

Town of Marlinton employees

BE WITH 
YOU

May the ever-present warmth of His love

fill your heart and soul with contentment

at Christmastime and always. 

Your trust and kindness

fill us wih gratitude. 

Merry Christmas and best wishes

to all of you!

Cathy, Clair and Cameron
Mosesso Agency
1100 10th Avenue, Marlinton 

304-799-6303

PEACE

We’d like to say thank you to all the
kind folks who have dropped in on us
this year. Your trust means so much

to us! We’re grateful to belong to such
a warm and friendly community, and

we look forward to serving your
needs in the new year!

150 Duncan road • Buckeye, WV 24924

304-799-7400 • www.pmhwv.org



Corn Pudding
Debbie Gale

3 eggs beaten 
8 oz. cream style corn
1 cup milk
2 Tbsps. butter
1 Tbsp. cornstarch mixed

in 1/4 cup water 
Salt and pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 350º.  
Put butter in 2-quart casse-

role dish and place in the
oven while it is pre-heating.
Remove from oven once the
butter has melted.

Combine beaten eggs and
cream style corn.

In a medium bowl beat
eggs and add the cream style
corn and milk.  

Add salt and pepper and
cornstarch mixture.  

Mix well and pour into the
casserole dish containing the
melted butter.

Bake uncovered for 45
minutes or until firm and
lightly golden on the top. 

Potato Delight
Debbie Gale

2 pounds frozen hash
browns 

16 oz. sour cream
1 stick butter, softened
2 cans cream of chicken

soup
1 cup finely chopped

onion 
8 oz. shredded cheddar

cheese
Potato chips, crushed 
Mix together first 6 ingre-

dients in a very large bowl,
spread into a 9 x 13” pan.
Add crushed potato chips
over the top.

Cover and bake for 1 hour
and 15 minutes at 350º.

Cranberry Salad
Debbie Gale

12 oz. package fresh cran-
berries

1 whole orange
2 cups sugar
1 cup celery, chopped fine
1 large package raspberry

Jell-O – mixed with 3 cups

hot water
1 cup chopped nuts
Preparation:
Grind cranberries and or-

ange (including orange rind)
in a food processor. Add
sugar over mixture and let sit
at least one hour.

Dice celery and chop nuts.

Prepare Jell-O, let cool,
then mix in cranberry/orange
mixture, celery and nuts. 

Place in refrigerator until
Jell-O is firm.

Chocolate Cherry
Pistachio Trifle

Debbie Gale
1 box brownie mix
2 x 3.4 ounce packages

pistachio instant pudding
4 cups whole milk
1/2 cup chopped pista-

chios (reserve 1/4 cup for
garnish)

Two 21 oz. cans cherry pie
filling

One 16 oz. container Cool
Whip

Chocolate bar for garnish
Prepare and bake brownie

mix in a 9 x 13” pan accord-
ing to package directions.
Cool and cut or tear into bite
size pieces. This can be done
weeks ahead and frozen. 

Prepare the 2 pudding
mixes with whole milk, ac-
cording to package direc-
tions. 

Mix 1/4 cup chopped pis-
tachios into pudding. 

In a 25-30 cup glass trifle
bowl or punch bowl, layer
the ingredients in this order:

1/2 brownie pieces, 1/2

pudding mixture, 1 can
cherry pie filling, 1/2 Cool
Whip.

Repeat the process in the
same order ending with
mounding, piping, spreading
or sculpting the Cool Whip
in a design on the top.

Garnish- grate chocolate
bar on top and sprinkle with
1/4 cup reserved chopped
pistachios. Refrigerate until
ready to serve.  Can be made
the day before.

Ham and Cheese Quiche
Jeremiah Gagnon

Yields - 2 deep dish pies 
For Two 8” to 9” Crusts: 
2 cups sifted all purpose

flour 
1 tsp. salt 
2/3 cup shortening
5 to 6 Tbsp. cold water 
For the Quiche 
18 eggs 
3 cups ham, chopped or

sliced 
1-1/2 cups each: shredded

Swiss, sharp cheddar, Mon-
terey Jack 

1 medium/large onion,
chopped 

4 cups fresh spinach,
chopped 

3 cloves garlic, crushed
and finely chopped

2 cups whole milk 
2 cups heavy cream 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. pepper 
1 Tbsp. dried dill
1 tsp. parsley
2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan 
Thoroughly mix all ingre-

dients by hand, and pour into
unbaked pie crusts. Cover
with foil and bake at 350º for
30 to 60 minutes, checking
occasionally, until fork in
center comes out clean.

Uncover, and bake ap-
proximately 15 more min-
utes or until top is browned. 

You may use readymade
crusts and you may leave out
the meat for vegetarians.
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Happy Holidays from
our home to yours

Peace, joy and thanks to all of
you this holiday season. We

couldn't have come this far
without the support of

good people like you.

YOUR LIFESTYLE, OUR AGENCY, YOUR DREAMS!
Serving Pocahontas County and the surrounding area!

Cheryl D. Dean, Associate Broker/Realtor
19028 Seneca Trail, Marlinton 304-940-0607
135 Bicycle Lane, Caldwell, WV 24925 • Alinda Perrine, Broker

304-667-3334 • lifestylerealtywv.com

With Our Thanks
and Best Wishes

Johnny’s Garage
and Unlock Service

Edray
Johnny, Brenda and Pepper

Christmas 
is in �e Air
Everywhere we go, it’s
beginning to look a lot like
Christmas. Your friendship
means so much to us.
We feel deeply blessed to be 
a part of this community so
we wish all of you a merry,
bright and blessed Christmas.

Johnny and Brenda

Recipes from the Pocahontas County Catholic Churches

Chocolate Cherry Pistachio Trifle
Photo source: tastingtable.com
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Lottie McKenney’s 
Light Rolls

Brenda McKenney
2 cups warm water
2 Tbsps. sugar
2 Tbsps. salt
1 pkg. yeast
3 Tbsps. shortening
7 cups flour
Add sugar and yeast to

warm water. Add to 1/2 of
flour and salt. Mix. Then add
the shortening and the rest of
the flour. Combine well.

Let rise in a warm place
until double in size, about
one hour. Make rolls and
place in pan. Let rise for
about one hour. Bake at 450º
for about 20 minutes.

Russian Teacakes
Brenda McKenney

1 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
2 1/4 cups flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup finely chopped

nuts
Mix together butter, pow-

dered sugar and vanilla.
Work in flour, salt and nuts
until dough holds together.
Shape dough into 1 inch
balls.

Place on ungreased baking
sheet. Bake at 400º for 10-12
minutes until set but not
brown. While warm, roll in
powdered sugar.

Cool. Roll in sugar again.
Makes about 4 dozen cookies.

Yellow Squash Bisque
Cajun-Creole Cooking by

Terry Thompson
Brenda McKenney

6 Tbsp. butter or mar-
garine

1 large onion, chopped
2 medium potatoes, peeled

and sliced
2 carrots, sliced
4 cups yellow crookneck

squash, sliced 
3 Tbsp. flour
1 1/2    quarts Louisiana

Brown Poultry stock or
canned chicken broth

Salt to taste

1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 cup whipping cream
1/4 tsp. freshly grated nut-

meg
Approx. 2 1/2  tsps. Hun-

garian paprika
In a heavy 4 quart

saucepan, melt butter or mar-
garine. Add onion and sauté
until transparent, about 5
minutes. Add potatoes, car-
rots and squash. Toss to coat
with butter or margarine.
Add flour all at once. Stir to
combine. 

Cook over medium heat
for 3-4 minutes, stirring.
Slowly stir in stock or broth.
Season to taste with salt and
cayenne. Cover; cook until
all vegetables are fork ten-
der, about 45 minutes. Puree
soup in batches in blender or
food processor fitted with
steel blade. When all soup
has been pureed, return to
soup pot. Stir in cream. (Also
very good without cream.)

Heat through; do not boil.
Stir in nutmeg; cook 3-4
minutes. Sprinkle 1/4 tea-
spoon paprika into each soup
bowl. Ladle hot soup over
paprika. Stir soup in bowls;
when soup is stirred, paprika
will create an attractive mar-
bled pattern. 

Makes 8-10 servings.

Brother Donald’s 
Dillweed Dip 

Father Arthur Bufogle
Blend together: 2/3 cup

mayonnaise (according to
Br. Donald, this must be
Hellman’s- he didn’t want
things to get too pious), and
2/3 cup sour cream.

Add to this: 1 Tbsp.  onion
flakes, 1 Tbsp. parsley
flakes, 1 tsp. dill weed, 1 tsp.
Lowry seasoned salt, 1/2 tsp.
MSG (Accent), 2-3 drops
Tabasco sauce. 

Blend everything together,
and let set at least 24 hours. 

Mrs. Janie Taylor’s 
Millionaire Pie

Father Arthur Bufogle
8 or 9 oz. Cool Whip or

whipped cream
1 can Eagle Brand sweet-

ened condensed milk  
10 oz. can crushed pineap-

ple 
1/3 cup lemon juice 
2 pie crusts, already baked

(check out Br. Boniface’s pie
crust below) 

1 cup chopped Louisiana
or Mississippi pecans 

Combine cool whip and
sweetened condensed milk. 

Blend in pineapple, lemon
juice, and pecans

Pour into pie crusts. Chill

thoroughly before serving. 
For a fuller pie, double the

recipe and make three pies. 

Father Gilbert’s 
Hot Broccoli Dip 

Father Arthur Bufogle
1 10 oz. box chopped

frozen broccoli  
1 can condensed cream of

celery soup  
8 oz. cream cheese  
Cook broccoli as directed

and drain 
Blend soup and cream

cheese 
Add broccoli and serve

warm. 
Especially good on crack-

ers. 

Brother Boniface’s 
Pie Crust 

Father Arthur Bufogle
3 cups flour 
1/4 tsp salt 
1/2 lb. Crisco vegetable

shortening 
1/2 cup cold water 
Combine the flour, salt

and Crisco by hand until the
size of small pebbles.

Add water, and continue
mixing until well blended. 

Flour your hands, take a
small handful of dough, form
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Dillweed Dip
Photo source: thesaltmarshmallow.com

AAll Is Calm.
All Is Bright.

May the Christmas
season bring peace,
joy and   contentment
to your heart. 

GILARDI TAX SERVICES

GILARDI PAYROLL SERVICES
1346 Thornwood Road, Bartow, WV 24920

304-456-4787
gilarditaxservices@live.com

With our thanks for your
patronage,

To all our

�iends both near and far,

may har�ony sur�ound

you wherever you are. 

We look for�ard to

ser�ing you in the 

New Year!

Back Mountain Service
Jason & Sheila Sharp 

304-799-4238

Wishing you
much Merry

Hope you have a
tree-rific holiday.

Thanks for showing
us so much support!

Ron’s Tree 
Service, LLC
Ron Kelley

304-799-2476

We’re delivering our best
wishes to the wonderful

friends and customers who
made our year so very merry.

We couldn’t ask for a
better gift than your loyal

support, and we thank you
for your patronage.

Varner Construction
Station 2 Restaurant

and Motel
A-1 Pumping • Varner Towing

Varner Auto Parts
Varner Outdoor

Power Equipment
304-456-4505

Recipes,
from page 7

see Recipes pg 9



into a ball, and roll out on a
floured board until desired
thickness.

Place in pie plate and trim
edges (the pie shell will
shrink 1/2 to 1 inch while
baking if there is no filling). 

Bake until browned.
Makes about 3 single pie

crusts. 
(Note: the dough will be

very wet, unlike ordinary pie
crust recipes.) 

Brother Joseph’s 
Potato Salad Secret

Father Arthur Bufogle
Use whatever potato salad

recipe you have, But, instead
of boiling the potatoes, cut
the potatoes into large slices
or chunks, and steam them.
That way, most of the flavor
will stay in the potato. 

Walnut Wheat Loaf
Father Arthur Bufogle

1 cup ground walnuts (not
just chopped) 

1 cup whole wheat bread
crumbs 

1 cup grated cheddar

cheese (finely grated is bet-
ter) 

3/4 cup tomato sauce 
3 eggs, beaten 
1 large onion, chopped

finely 
1 tsp. dried thyme leaves 
1/4 tsp. dried marjoram

leaves 
Mix all the ingredients

well. Put in a greased loaf
pan. Bake at 350º for about
45 minutes or until firm in
the middle. Serve with addi-
tional tomato sauce or cheese
sauce. Day old refrigerated
loaf can be sliced for a nice
cold cut.

Pumpkin Pie 
Merrily Taylor

16 oz. can of pumpkin
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. ground ginger
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
3 eggs, beaten
5 1/3 oz. can (2/3 cup)

evaporated milk
1/2 cup milk
Pastry for single 9” pie

(form and put in fridge until
ready to fill)

In large bowl combine
pumpkin, sugar and spices.
Add eggs and mix. Add

evaporated milk and regular
milk. Mix.

Place in pie shell. Bake on
bottom rack at 425º for 15
minutes. Turn heat to 350º to

finish baking (about 45 min-
utes). It’s done when knife
inserted near the center
comes out clean. You may
need to cover pie crust edges
with foil to prevent brown-
ing. I substitute cream or half
& half for the milk if I have
it. I also add a tsp. of vanilla.

Pumpkin Bars
Anne Workman

4 Eggs
1 1/2  cups sugar
1 cup cooking oil
16 oz. can pumpkin
2 cups all purpose flour
2 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
In mixing bowl, beat to-

gether eggs, sugar, oil and
pumpkin until fluffy.   Add
baking powder, cinnamon,
salt and soda and mix well.
Add in flour a little at a time
until well mixed.   Spread
batter in ungreased 15x10
jelly roll pan.  Bake at 350º
for 25 to 30 minutes.  Cool
completely.   Frost with
cream cheese icing.
Cream Cheese Icing

3 oz. package cream
cheese, softened

1/2 cup butter, softened
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups powdered sugar
Mix cream cheese and but-

ter in mixer until creamy.
Add vanilla.  Add powdered
sugar a little at a time until
well mixed.   Spread on
cooled cake.  Keep refriger-
ated until served.

Chocolate Zucchini Bread
Anne Workman

3 eggs
1 cup vegetable oil
2 cups sugar
1 Tbsp. vanilla

2 cups shredded zucchini
2 1/2 cups all-purpose

flour
1/2 cup baking cocoa
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1 cup chopped nuts
Beat eggs, oil, sugar and

vanilla together in a large
mixing bowl. Stir in grated
zucchini. Add in all dry in-
gredients and blend well
with mixer.  Stir in chopped
nuts.

Pour into 2 greased loaf
pans.   Bake at 350º for 1
hour.

Crockpot Mac and Cheese
Marita Dragan

8 ounces cooked elbow
macaroni (but still firm)

12 ounce can evaporated
milk

1 1/2 cups milk
2 cups shredded sharp

cheddar cheese
2 cups shredded medium

cheddar cheese
2 eggs, beaten
1/2 teaspoon salt
Dash of pepper
Place all in the crockpot

and cook three to four hours
on low heat. Stir midway
through cooking.

Cranberry Orange 
Nut Bread

Marita Dragan
1 cup regular flour
1 cup whole wheat flour
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup chopped fresh cran-

berries
3/4 cup coarsely chopped

walnuts
3/4 cup orange juice
3/4 cup light brown sugar

or turbinado sugar
2 tablespoons melted but-

ter
2 tablespoons canola oil
1 egg, beaten
Zest of one orange
Preheat oven to 350º.
Combine dry ingredients.

Whisk together the flour,
baking powder, baking soda
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Season’s
Greetings

Merry Christmas to you and yours.
We wish you all the best, and we

look forward to seeing you
in the New Year! 

Jerico 
Pre-Civil War Cabins

749 Jerico Road, Marlinton
304-799-6241 • 888-499-6241

www.jericobb.com

May the blessings of the
holiday season bring

peace and joy to you and
your family!

LAURA M. FINCH, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

820 Tenth Avenue • Marlinton, WV 24954
304-799-7388

Pocahontas
County

Catholic Churches

Christmas
Mass     

Schedule
CHRISTMAS EVE

Fri., Dec.24 
St. Mark, Bartow

5 p.m.
St. Bernard,

Snowshoe
9 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS DAY
Sun., Dec. 25 

10 a.m. • St. John
Neumann,
Marlinton

Recipes,
from page 8

Pumpkin Bars
Photo source: cookingclassy.com

see Recipes pg 10



and salt in a large bowl. Stir
in the chopped cranberries

and walnuts to coat with the
flour mixture. Coating with
flour will help suspend the
nuts and cranberries in the
dough and keep them from
sinking.

Combine wet ingredients.
In a separate bowl, combine
orange juice, sugar, melted
butter, oil, egg and orange
zest.

Add wet ingredients into
dry. Pour the orange juice
and sugar mixture into the
flower nut cranberry mixture
and fold until just blended.
Don’t over mix.

Pour dough into a well
buttered 8x4 or 9x5 loaf pan.
Bake at 350º for 50 to 55
minutes or until done. A
toothpick inserted into the
center should come out
clean. 

Cool in pan for 10 min-
utes. Remove from pan and
cool on a wire rack.

Christmas Soup – 
Sauerkraut-Mushroom 

Marita Dragan
2 ounces dry Shitake

mushrooms
1 quart sauerkraut juice
1-3 quarts water
1 cup small noodles such

as orzo
1 tablespoon butter

1 small onion, finely
chopped

1 tablespoon flour
Salt and pepper
Rinse mushrooms and

soak overnight.
Mix kraut juice and water.

Use less water for a more
sour taste. Bring to a boil and
add chopped mushrooms.
Simmer covered 1 hour.

Cook and rinse noodles,
add to soup. Simmer for 30
minutes.

Put onion, butter and flour
in a skillet. Stir frequently at
low heat until lightly
browned. Add some soup to
this and then add to soup pot.

Mix well. Season with salt
and pepper, and serve.

If you cannot find sauer-
kraut juice, just press the
juice from a large jar of
sauerkraut. Add water to the
kraut in the jar and press this,
as well. I also like to add
some chopped kraut to the
soup.

Marita Dragan adds this
note:

Dave’s family always had
a beautiful traditional Christ-
mas Eve dinner. It had sev-
eral courses and the first one
was to dip a clove of garlic in
salt and eat it. This repre-
sents the bitterness in life.

Then they shared bread
and toasted with wine, sym-
bolic of our Savior coming. 

The next course was
Sauerkraut Mushroom soup. 

After the garlic, the soup
actually tastes good. Tasting
this soup has become a rite
of passage for anyone marry-
ing into the family.

It seems to be an acquired
taste as the grands actually
ask for it every year.

The meal ends with cook-
ies and desserts, completing
the cycle and what began
with symbols of bitterness
ends with the reminders of
the sweetness in life.
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Merry &
Bright
Wishes

Wishing our customers
and friends all the best

this season!

Michael C. Doss
Attorney-At-Law

and
Marvina, Jamie, Emily,
Andi, Cindy and Tina

Recipes,
from page 9

Sauerkraut-Mushroom Soup
Photo source: theppk.com

Merry Christmas!

Many thanks for your business and friendship!
You’ve made our year so successful.

ALDERMAN’S
EXCAVATING, LLC

Charlotte, Jason and Ryan
304-799-6572
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120 Jackson River Road
Monterey, VA

540-468-6400

From our staff to your family, Merry Christmas and

Best Wishes for a happy, healthy New Year!

At the holidays and all year, we’re here to help with quality
medical care, behavioral health, dental care, physical therapy,

and a pharmacy for the whole family! 
To schedule an appointment, please give us a call.

‘’Tis the 
Season

of Caring

Deer Creek Supply
Moore's Ready Mix Inc.

15550 Cass Road, Cass • 304-456-4777 

Tidings of

Comfort

From all of us at Moore's Ready Mix - Deer Creek
Supply, thank you for your continued patronage
throughout this difficult year! Merry Christmas,
and may 2021 be better for ALL! God Bless You!

A Most Merry
Christmas! 

Wishing you and the ones you
love, blessings of peace, love

and contentment at this
special time of year. We

appreciate your trust and
patronage for the last 11

years, and look forward to
serving you in
the new year!

FRANKFORD
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Julie Gibson, DVM • Payton Mann, DVM
Office Hours by Appointment • Two locations:
304-799-6181

410 Second Avenue 

MARLINTON
Monday and Wednesday

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

304-497-3409
21287 Seneca Trail North 

FRANKFORD
Mon. - Fri . 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Tues. and Thurs. until 7:30 p.m.

Gift Certificates Available!

Over the river and through the woods, we hope our
best wishes reach you wherever you celebrate this season.
Wishing you safe travels and a very Merry Christmas!

Warmest
Wishes

MMerry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

Buckeye Country Mart • 304-799-6880
Buckeye Home, Farm, Lawn & Garden • 304-799-0860

We’re dashing through the snow to say, “have a happy holiday!” May all of your wishes
come true this season. We appreciate your patronage and look forward to seeing you soon! OUTPOST • CASS

Across from Cass Scenic Railroad
State Park 304-456-4288

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays!

We are so appreciative of your
business and friendship 

all through the year!

We’re so Grateful!
It has been a pleasure to 
serve our community this
year. We wouldn’t be here 
without your support!

May your Christmas be merry and bright! 
We look forward to serving you in the new year.
BURNS SERVICE CENTER, LLC

7575 Seneca Trail (Rt 219) • Hillsboro 304-653-4213
A Certified WV Inspection Center

The spirit is building and we want to say,

“have a happy holiday!”

We’re really grateful for your business and

friendship too. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Bryant Construction, LLC
304-799-4399 License # WV026274

Make 

it

MERRY!

Please accept this load of good cheer, along with 
our thanks for your business this year!

Have a great holiday!

Marlinton



Laura Dean Bennett
Staff Writer

Father Arthur Bufogle, the
priest for the three Catholic
churches in Pocahontas

County, explains how the congre-
gations celebrate the Christmas
season.

“In the Catholic Church, we cel-
ebrate Advent the four weeks – the
four Sundays – before Christmas,”
he began. 

“This is a time of waiting and
expectation for the coming of
Christ, and is reminiscent of the 40
years the Jews wandered in the
desert and the 40 days Christ
fasted.  

“We do not decorate for Christ-

mas inside the church during Ad-
vent, although in Marlinton we
have been decorating outside only,
to coincide with the town’s Christ-
mas parade.  

“Decorations during Advent are
minimal and the color of the altar
linens and the priest’s vestments is
purple – which is different from
the violet colors used during Lent.  

“The Advent candles are lit –
purple for the first two weeks, then
rose for the third week, which is
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is Latin
for rejoice, from Philippians 4:4:
‘Rejoice in the Lord always.’ 

“Parishioners stay after Mass on
the fourth Sunday of Advent to
decorate, and we share food during
and after decorating as we enjoy

each other’s company. 
“The Epiphany (January 6th or

the Sunday closest to January 6th)
is the Feast of the Magi, which in
most Eastern Rite Catholic
Churches as well as Orthodox
Churches is their Christmas cele-
bration.  

“Epiphany is also the beginning
of Mardi Gras season. In Louisiana
and southern Alabama and Missis-
sippi, Mardi Gras is a season, not
just one day.   

“For the past few years, at St.
John Neumann, we’ve shared a
king cake following Mass each
Sunday beginning at Epiphany, and
whoever gets the piece of cake
with the ‘baby’ (which symbolizes
the Baby Jesus) in it makes the

king cake for the next Sunday.
People have really taken to this.

“Our Christmas season begins
on Christmas Eve, and ends on the
Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord
– the Sunday after Epiphany –
when the Christmas decorations
are taken down. 

“In the older Catholic Tradition,
the Christmas season ended on
February 2nd, which is the Feast of
the Presentation of the Lord in the
Temple. 

“In our churches in Pocahontas
County, we keep the decorations
up as close to February 2nd as pos-
sible, as long as they are in good
condition. 

“Our parishioners are and have
always been active in the commu-

nity.  Currently, our members are
part of: Cass Fire and Rescue, BFD
Fire and Rescue, Marlinton
Woman’s Club, Pocahontas Com-
munity Club, Durbin Lions Club,
Knights of Columbus, as well as
with the International Students at
Snowshoe. 

“Our three churches – St. John
Neumann, St. Mark the Evangelist
and St. Bernard of Clairvaux  –
contribute to the community and
community organizations through:
support of the FRN food pantry
and other FRN programs, provid-
ing direct support to the needy for
rent, transportation, food, utilities,
health care, etc., the “Weekend
Backpack Program” for which we
bag food for food insecure students

in all grades and at all schools
in Pocahontas County (parish-
ioners do the work, and the parish
pays for delivery/ transportation
and the cost of food not covered by
grant money), participation  in the
Free Community Dinners at
Marlinton Presbyterian Church
sponsored by area churches,
and participation in community
Advent, Christmas, Lent and
Thanksgiving services when they
occur.

“Our Parish activities include:
a parish garden at the church
where parishioners are free
to harvest produce as they
wish, coffee and donuts after
Mass every Sunday at St. John

Thanks for putting
the Happy in our
Holiday!

At Christmastime and all year, we’re overjoyed to do
business with friendly folks like you! Thanks for
making our year so enjoyable.  We wouldn’t be here
without the kind support of our customers and
friends, and we wish you a very Merry Christmas!

Delores
Flower Garden
212 Eighth Street Marlinton
304-799-4012

Mike, Lynette, Tiffany, Heather, Courtney, Stacy, Shyenne,
Penny, Tiffany, Katrina, Chasten, Jared, Hope, Sherri,

Olivia, Justin, Brady, Chase and Lorie

Here Comes Christmas!
Oh what fun it is to string the lights, trim the tree

and send our best wishes to all of thee!
Merry Christmas and many thanks for

your business this past year.

Celebrating the 
Miracle of His Birth

State Farm Insurance
Darren, Kenny, Kelley, Julie and Jerdina

As we celebrate the Miracle that took place in a simple manger
so many Christmases ago, we are filled with a sense of peace, joy,
contentment and love that we want to share with all of our good
friends and neighbors in the community. 

Here’s hoping your season
is filled with all the delights,
both big and small, that make
Christmastime so special.

We really appreciate everything
this community has done to help
us through the challenges of this
past year, so we can be here to
celebrate the season with all of
you. Merry Christmas!

The 
Cackling Hens 

304-799-6699
812 Third Avenue, Marlinton 
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Pocahontas County Catholic Churches 
approach the Christmas season with reverence

FATHER ARTHUR BUFOGLE leads Mass at St. John Neumann Catholic Church in Marlinton. Decorations during the season of Advent are minimal.
Following Mass on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the congregants join together to decorate the church for the Christmas season which begins Christmas
Eve, and ends the Sunday after Epiphany – Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord. see Catholic pg 14

Home Is Where the Heart Is

Thanks for warming our hearts with your

friendship and kind support this year. 

Neighbors like you make us especially 

proud to call this fine community home. 

MMerry Christmas 
from the Ramseys!
Eddie’s Service Center

304-799-6651



Neumann, and on the first
Sunday of the month there is
a breakfast and brunch pot
luck after Mass. Every Sun-
day at St. Mark the Evangel-
ist, we share food  – what-
ever people bring randomly
on a given Sunday. Every
Saturday during ski season at
St. Bernard of Clairvaux,
free coffee, tea, hot chocolate
are offered after Mass, al-

though this has been sus-
pended for the time being be-
cause of COVID. Every
summer there is a combined
parish gathering at Seneca
State Forest – beginning with
Mass then a big cookout and
pot luck dinner, as well as
other parish gatherings and
meals.”

The Kairos International
Ecumenical Prison Ministry
works with prisoners at Mt.
Olive Correctional Center. It
involves a four-day weekend
twice a year, a weekly prayer
and share group every Thurs-

day with inmates and outside
volunteers. Many churches
are involved in this ecumeni-
cal ministry – from Catholic
to Pentecostal and all sorts of
churches in between.

The Pocahontas County
Catholic churches support
the four-day weekend min-
istry with donations, baking
a hundred dozen cookies and
there is a prayer chain for the
duration. Father Arthur par-
ticipates in this ministry in
person.

Catholic,
from page 13
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ST. BERNARD OF Clairvaux at Snowshoe. Marita Dragan shared that Father Bu-
fogle announces when the church will be decorated and invites anyone who wishes to,
to come and help. Families and Snowshoe workers from around the world join in.
It’s become a tradition that a large family from New Zealand lends a hand every year.
Attendance varies thoughout the year, but it is not uncommon to have 200 people at
Christmas Eve Mass. Photo
courtesy of Marita Dragan

Here
Comes
Santa
Claus!
Another Christmas
is rolling in, and
we hope it delivers
everything on your
wish list!

Thanks for being an important part of our year.
Your friendship and support made 2021 a great

ride for us, and we wish you all the best this holi-
day season and in the coming year. 

Merry Christmas to You and Yours!
from Justin, Jimmy, Alice, Frank, Joe,

Vincent, James, Mike, Karen and Susie

Come see Mike for a great deal!

Murphy’s Used Auto Sales
Rt. 28/92, Durbin • 304-456-4858

murphysusedautos.com

304-653-4689
8905 Seneca Trail
(Rt. 219) Hillsboro

Open seven days a week

#blessed
Thanks for 
being such 
wonderful

customers and
friends all

through
the year!

ABOVE, AN EARLIER photo of St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Bartow, decorated
for Christmas and Christmas Eve Mass. Nancy Egan shared that, leading up to
Christmas,  a large natural fir tree is placed in the church and decorated with “Jesse
Tree” ornaments which retell the history and heritage of Jesus Christ though the
prophets, the patriarchs and the faithful Jewish men and women who looked forward
to the coming Messiah. Photo courtesy of Nancy Egan

see Catholic pg 15



“At both St. John Neu-
mann and St. Mark the Evan-
gelist, after any disaster or
flood, the churches are pre-
pared to offer endless show-
ers, a warm place to gather,
and food/meals for about 100
people.”

At St. Mark’s, in Bartow,
like their sister churches, the
congregation’s focus is truly
on service to their fellow-

man.
Nancy Egan speaks for

many of her fellow congre-
gants when she says that
there’s is a distinct aware-
ness and welcoming of
strangers at St. Mark’s.

“We usually have a gather-
ing after Mass to enjoy a
meal or snack and talk with
each other,” Nancy said.

“Leading up to Christmas,
the congregation places a
large natural fir tree in the
church and decorates it with
“Jesse Tree” ornaments
which retell the history and
heritage of Jesus Christ
though the prophets, the pa-
triarchs and the faithful Jew-
ish men and women who
looked forward to the com-
ing Messiah.

“There are several mem-
bers who are firefighters and
emergency service volun-
teers so the interruption of a
scanner or radio receiver
during Mass is not unusual.

“Being small, we often
work with the other Christian
church members in the com-
munity to follow Jesus’
teachings,” Nancy explained.

St. Mark’s holds weddings
and funerals for members of
the community as well as in
response to the needs of their
own members.

“We enjoy singing,
whether accompanied by
music or not, and we al-
ways enjoy getting together

to decorate the church for
Advent,” Nancy said.  

“Many of St. Mark’s
members have lived in other
parts of the country so our
past Catholic experiences are
diverse, yet we strive to fol-
low our faith together in
communion,” Nancy added.

Dave and Marita Dragan
have been residents of Snow-
shoe and faithful congre-
gants for several years at St.
Bernard’s Chapel. The
chapel was built as an ac-
commodation for visitors
who come to Snowshoe.

“Father Arthur explains to
everyone that since there are
only four registered parish-
ioners at the Chapel, the vis-
itors are, therefore, both the
congregation and the choir,”
Marita said. “Attendance
varies wildly, from four on a
spring weekend to more than
200 at Christmas.

“At Christmas, Father an-
nounces when we will be
decorating the church and in-
vites anyone who wishes to,
to come and help. Families
and Snowshoe workers from
around the world join in. It’s
become a tradition that a
large family from New
Zealand helps us every year.

“Father Arthur does an
amazing job of making
everyone feel welcome,” she
continued. “He takes time to
chat with everyone either be-
fore or after Mass, engaging

them in conversation and
showing a genuine interest in
their stories and where they
are from.” 

The Mitchell and Mosesso
families have been long-time
members at St. John Neu-
mann’s in Marlinton.

Debbie Gale is a relatively
new member of the congre-
gation at St. John.

“The first time I attended
services at St. John Neu-
mann’s, I was impressed
with how reverent the serv-
ice was,” Debbie said. “Be-
fore the service, it was quiet
in the sanctuary, with people
meditating and on their
knees in prayer.

“I was made to feel so
welcome.

“Father Arthur is so
friendly. He always makes a
point of recognizing visitors.
It felt like the whole congre-
gation wrapped their arms
around me.

“And this is a big potluck
place – we all seem to really
enjoy bonding over food,”
she added.

Sollie and Anne Workman,
of Hillsboro, have been
members since the 1990s.

“Our congregation is just
great,” Anne said. “We have
an eclectic mix of people.” 

Brenda McKenney and her
husband, Mike, moved to the
area from Cincinnati. 

“Father Arthur really prac-
tices what he preaches,”
Brenda said. “He’s a good
example to us. He’s out there

serving the community all
the time.

“And you don’t have to be
Catholic to attend services
here – everyone is wel-
come.”

Everyone is welcome, and
everyone is invited to attend
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day Mass.

Christmas Eve Mass at St.
Mark’s in Bartow, will be at
5 p.m. and at St. Bernard’s
Chapel at Snowshoe at 9
p.m. Friday, December 24.

Christmas Day Mass at St.
John Neumann in Marlinton
will be at 10 a.m.
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Merry        

 Chri�mas!
from all of us at

EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING

Hillsboro
304-653-4357

Your support and
patronage mean
the world to us!
Best wishes for the
New Year.

Harry and
Jerri Sipe,
Owners

Rock Bldg.
Bartow 

304-456-4221

Catholic,
from page 14

EVERYONE, YOUNG AND old, gets involved in the
services and activities within the Catholic churches as
well as in the communities that surround them. Above:
brothers, Victor, left, and Silas Dean, have a little fun
with the huge wreath before it is put in place at St. John
Neumann. L.D. Bennett photo

Pocahontas County Arts Council
www.pocahontasarts.org
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Good Life Financial, LLC
4954 Potomac Highlands Trail • Green Bank

304-456-4828

Pocahontas Chapter

“Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son,

and they shall call  His name
Immanuel,” which is

translated, “God with us.” 
–Matthew 1:23 NKJV

         What if abortion had
         been an option for the
       Virgin Mother of Jesus?

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people

from their sins.” –Matthew 1:21 NKJV

Celebrate the reason for the season!
Merry Christmas!

Tax-deductible donations can be sent to 
1465 Pine Grove Road, Arbovale, WV 24915

May this holiday season deliver everything you’ve
been wishing for and more.

Thank you for shopping locally!

Trent’s General Store
Arbovale 304-456-9906 | Bartow 304-456-3228

God’s Child
is our 

Greatest Gift.
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

Main Street, Durbin

Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.       
Wednesday Prayer Service

at 6 p.m.      

L. Jay Kniceley Insurance 818A Tenth Avenue, Marlinton • 304-799-6243

Simply Wishing You a Wonderful Christmastime
Wishing you as much happiness as your heart can hold this Christmas season and all year!
We sincerely thank you for supporting our business.

Greenbrier 
Veterinary Hospital

Thursdays 10 a.m. - 4 pm
104 Eighth Street, Marlinton

304-799-4004 • greenbriervet.com

Hope your 
holiday season is

paws-itively wonderful
in every way! Thanks for

trusting your pets to          
our care!

IIn This 
Blessed Season

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we recount our
many blessings, and your kind friendship is at the top of the
list! Merry Christmas to all and many thanks for helping to
make this past year a blessed one for us.

Lantz Funeral Home
Douglas “Doug” Lantz L.I.C.

304-799-4171
Locally owned and operated

Our family serving your family



Laura Dean Bennett
Staff Writer

“A is for Appalachia
The Alphabet Book of 

Appalachian Heritage”
By Linda Hager Pack 

Illustrated by Pat Banks
This beautifully illustrated

look at the traditions and his-
tory of Appalachia is sure to
entrance young readers as it
tells the story of everyday
life in the unique Ap-
palachian culture. 

A is for Appalachia will
introduce young children to
the venerable heritage of the
Appalachian Mountains and
the Scots, Irish, English and
Germans who settled here.

What a lovely way for lit-
tle ones to learn the alpha-
bet.   For preschool-aged
children.

“The Princess and the
Pickup Truck”

By Bil Lepp
Illustrations by 
Lottie Looney

One of West Virginia’s
most treasured authors,
South Charleston’s own hu-
morist Bil Lepp has many
children’s books to his credit,
and those who appreciate his
genius will have already
gifted their children with
some of his work. 

His children’s books have
garnered much praise and
many awards, and rightfully
so. 

It’s always laugh-out-loud
funny – and as much fun for
parents as for the kids.  

The Princess and the
Pickup Truck is a retelling of
an old story, The Princess
and the Pea.

It will regale young
princesses who wear hiking
boots and don’t mind their
hair being a mess, and young
princes who drive pickup
trucks. 

Note to moms and dads
who’ll be doing the bedtime
reading – this book begs to

be read in a local West Vir-
ginia dialect. 

The quirky illustrations
are the perfect pairing with
this zany look at tomboys
who like the rough and tum-
ble life. For ages 5 to 10.

“Golden Delicious
A Cinderella Apple Story”

By Anna Egan Smucker
Illustrated by 

Kathleen Kemly
In this fanciful depiction

of real life events, we learn
how the famous Golden De-
licious apple came to be

West Virginia’s own contri-
bution to the apple kingdom
in 1914. 

This juvenile non-fictional
book would be perfect for el-
ementary school students,
especially those with an in-
terest in gardening or agri-
culture.

“The Miner’s Daughter”
By Gretchen Moran Laskas 

Growing up in a coal camp
during the Depression means
hard work and hard times for
Willa and her family.  Willa’s
grit and determination to
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CHRISTMAS...

Hope It’s Uplifting!
May your spirits be lifted at
this special time of year, and
may you enjoy much good
fortune in the year ahead.

Thank you for your
continued support.

F&F Service Center
Bill, Danny, Chase, 

Justin and Rosa
Huntersville
304-799-6431

F&F 
Service Center LLC

Rt. 39 Huntersville
Bill,  Chase, Justin, Rosa, Katrina, Kailey and Blake

304-799-6431

As another holiday
season takes shape,
we hope it brings an

abundance of  joy and
good health to you

and yours.

Our heartfelt thanks for 
your trust in us.

Dr. Eilers and Staff
BIG SPRING CLINIC

304-572-4410
DEER CREEK CLINIC

304-456-5050

Merry 
Christmas

Christmas Books for children of all ages

‘Golden Delicious – A Cinderella Apple Story’
By Anna Egan Smucker, Illustrated by Kathleen Kemly

‘A is for Appalachia – The Alphabet Book of 
Appalachian Heritage’

By Linda Hager Pack, Illustrated by Pat Banks

see Books pg 18For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   –Isaiah 9:6

Behold the Miracle

May the miracle of His birth fill your heart
with light at Christmastime and all year. Rejoice!

Mr. Painter
and the Dunz family



help her family brings her
into contact with Mrs.
Eleanor Roosevelt and the
First Lady’s project – the
building of the community of
Arthurdale. 

This inspirational book
speaks volumes about the re-
silience and pride of the
mountain people who raised
families during one of the
toughest eras in American
history. For middle schoolers
and older.

“Appalachia” 
By Cynthia Rylant 1991

Illustrated by watercolors
made for the

Royal Watercolor Society 
by J. Barcham Greene with

calligraphy by 
Reasurance Wunder

This famous author’s lyri-
cal prose is accompanied by
amazing watercolor illustra-
tions which will bring a “cer-
tain part of the country called
Appalachia” alive for young
and old alike.

Rylant has created a por-
trait of life in the magical
mountains of this timeless
place. 

This book will be sure to
find its way to a permanent
place in the heart and the li-
brary of its young readers.
For elementary and middle
school students.

“Passing the 
Music Down” 

By Sarah Sullivan
Illustrated by Barry Root
When a young boy travels

to the hills of Appalachia to
study with a fiddle player
whose music he admires,
their friendship forges a
bond between generations,
which leads to great things.

The budding musician
goes from playing on the
front porch to performing at
folk festivals, and, with his
mentor, carries on the tradi-
tion of old-time fiddle music. 

This retelling of the true
story inspired by the lives of
renowned fiddler Melvin
Wine and his protégé, Poca-
hontas County’s own award-

winning fiddle player Jake
Krack, includes suggested
resources for learning about
the musicians and the music
they love. For young readers
and budding musicians.

“Don’t Blow Yourself Up:
The Further Adventures

and Travails of the 
Rocket Boy of 
October Sky”

By Homer Hickam
This celebrated West Vir-

ginian’s famous memoir,
Rocket Boys was adapted
into the film, October Sky.

Hickam’s life took him
from a small mining town to
working for NASA and
being seated on the National
Space Council.

Of his latest book, Hickam
says: “I decided to sit down
and write about some of the
things that happened in those
years after I was a Rocket
Boy in West Virginia. This
memoir is the result.”

“Don’t blow yourself up”
refers to a quote from
Hickam’s mother, Elsie
Hickam. 

The book covers a lifetime
of fascinating experiences,
beginning with Hickam’s
college years, his Vietnam
experiences, time training
the first Japanese astronauts,
anecdotes from training
David Letterman to scuba
dive and even a bit about
Hickam helping fix the Hub-
ble Space Telescope.

As for his space adven-
tures, the nicknamed,
“NASA Man,” admits that
his learning curve at NASA
was steep. 

Hickam poignantly writes
about his reaction to the loss
of Challenger, a consequence
of “launch fever” that cre-
ated an American disaster.

He talks about turning his
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BBooks that Matter
What we really want to know, understand and teach our children about 

life, dignity, self respect, respecting others, family and faithfulness.

GREAT GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS! 
Written by Jeremiah Gagnon, Pocahontas County resident

“Lifestyle Management - An Ever-Changing
and Evolving Process”

Learn more about yourself than you ever cared to.
(Self help and personal development)

“Seeking to be Loved”
A real family's struggle to survive, escaping the horror of
WWI and the loss of parents during the 1918 epidemic. A
true love story of faith, devotion and an unwillingness to
compromise one's own character. (Historical Fiction)

“Remember When! Christmas Memories”
A look at Christmas of days gone by. A family of limited
means in the 1950s made their way, established traditions
and experienced the magic and miracles of the season.
(Nonfiction)

“The Dove Story” 
A love story of two very different individuals destined
to find each other. Both trusted a dream and followed
destiny. (Inspirational)

Available on Amazon. 
Search: Books>Jeremiah Gagnon

Books, from
page 17

Don’t Blow Yourself Up: The Further Adventures and
Travails of the Rocket Boy of October Sky

By Homer Hickam

‘Appalachia’ 
By Cynthia Rylant 1991

Illustrated by watercolors made for the Royal Watercolor
Society by J. Barcham Greene with calligraphy by 

Reasurance Wunder

see Books pg 19

…and to all a
good season!
We’re sowing our best

wishes with the hope that
they grow into joy and
prosperity for the folks

that we know!

WADE FARM & FEED
304-799-6468

Corporation Curve, Marlinton



bestseller into a critically ac-
claimed film.

A retired NASA engineer,
Hickam serves on the boards
of the United States Space
and Rocket Center (Space
Camp) and the Museum of
the Rockies, and was ap-
pointed in 2019 as an advisor
to the National Space Coun-
cil.

The author’s sense of
humor, humility and talent
with the written word makes
reading this memoir a very
special treat.

It’s an intimate look at one
of West Virginia’s heroes,
from his own, honest per-
spective. 

“The Golden Horseshoe
and 

The Golden Horseshoe II”
By Frances B. Gunter

Ever since 1931, West Vir-
ginia’s eighth grade students
have been awarded “The
Golden Horseshoe” for out-
standing knowledge of West
Virginia history.

Award-winning teacher
and author Frances B. Gun-
ter makes our state’s history
come alive for students, par-
ents and history buffs in
these novels. 

Written as mysteries, these
novels feature three teenage
students who take a danger-
ous journey back through
time, first landing in the
caves of the ancient mound

builders and then moving on
to Blennerhassett Island, on
the eve of the Burr conspir-
acy, where they narrowly es-
cape with their lives. 

When the teens arrive in
Harpers Ferry, they witness
the rowdy crowd at the hang-
ing of John Brown. 

They get caught in the
crossfire between the Hat-
fields and the McCoys on the
Tug River, and even get a
glimpse of the mine wars at
Blair Mountain.

The Golden Horseshoe re-
ceived the Citation of Merit
Award in 1992 from the West
Virginia State Reading
Council. 

The Golden Horseshoe
II was written to fulfill the
many requests by students,
parents and teachers to pro-

vide a sequel to the first
novel. 

These modern mysteries
are a fun and exciting way to
learn about the history of the
Mountain State. For middle
schoolers and older.

“Travels with George
In Search of 

Washington and
His Legacy”

By Nathaniel Philbrick
This bestselling author’s

brilliant personal account of
George Washington’s first
tour of the country as presi-
dent is a fascinating look at
what America was and what
we are now.

In 1789, when George
Washington became presi-
dent, the United States of
America was still a loose and
quarrelsome confederation –
more of a political experi-
ment than a settled nation. 

Washington undertook a
tour of the ex-colonies to talk
to ordinary citizens about his
new government, and to con-
vince them of the benefit of
all of us being Americans.

In the fall of 2018, Nath-
aniel Philbrick embarked on
his own journey into what
Washington called “the in-
fant woody country” to see
for himself what America

had become in the 229 years
since Washington’s tour. 

Philbrick shared the trip
with his wife, Melissa, and
their dog, Dora.

The tour takes the
Philbrick family from Mount
Vernon to the new capital in
New York, touring New

England, Long Island and
eventually across Georgia
and North and South Car-
olina.

The story’s narrative
moves easily between the
18th and 21st centuries, giv-
ing readers a bird’s eye view
of America through both
Washington’s and Philbrick’s
eyes.
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When they saw the star,they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy. And when they were come into the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and fell
down, and worshiped him…
–Matthew 2:10-11

At Christmas and always, may your heart and
faith in God lead you down the road to peace,
joy and contentment. We feel blessed to be a part
of this community, and we thank you for your
friendship and support.

WEST VIRGINIA
INSURANCE COMPANY

Hillsboro • 304-653-4667
Timothy W., Thomas and Linda VanReenan, Agents

Merry Christmas
from

Marlinton Fire and Rescue

Books, from page 18

‘Travels with George – In Search of  Washington
and His Legacy’

By Nathaniel Philbrick

May Your Days Be 
Shiny & Bright

With best wishes from our entire team.

Doug’s Body Shop
402 Curry Avenue, Marlinton

304-799-6220

We hope this holiday 
season delivers everything 

you’ve been wishing
for, right down to   

the last detail.

see Books pg 20
WVMR 1370 AM

WNMP 88.5 FM 

WVMR-FM 91.9 FM 

WDMT 106.3 FM

WCHG 107.1 FM

WVLS 89.7 FM

W278AL 103.5 FM 

Streaming online at
alleghenymountain  

radio.org

Thank you for your
support this year!

Merry 
Christmas 

and 
Happy 

New Year!

A Round of

Thanks
We’re so grateful to
be a part of this
close-knit community.
Thank you for your
kindness, friendship
and support.

Merry Christmas!
4th Avenue

Mason Jar
Trading Post

Est. 2013

304-799-2520



“100 Christmas Wishes:
Vintage Holiday Cards

from The New York 
Public Library”
By The New York 
Public Library
Foreword by 

Rosanne Cash
This delightful edition – a

gorgeous collection of vin-
tage holiday cards, garnered
from the archives of the New
York Public Library – would
be a treasured keepsake on
anyone’s coffee table,
whether at Christmas or any-
time of the year.

Selected from one of the
greatest collections of early
Christmas postcards from
around the world, the images
of these cards represent
every imaginable, elegant
and fanciful holiday scene
from centuries past.

The book also includes six
perforated postcards with re-

productions of the designs
for readers to share with
friends and family on their
Christmas list. 

“The Course of History:
Ten Meals That 

Changed the World”
By Struan Stevenson 
with Celebrity Chef, 

Tony Singh
Throughout history, many

decisions, which had signifi-
cant historical consequences,
have been made over the din-
ner table – accompanied and,
perhaps, influenced by copi-
ous amounts of food and
wine. 

In  The Course of His-
tory, Stevenson brings to life
10 such moments, exploring
the personalities, the issues
and, of course, the fare
which helped shape the

course of human events.
From the claret consumed

on the eve of the Battle of
Culloden, through dinners
which decided the fates of
George Washington, Arch-
duke Ferdinand and Adolf
Hitler, each vignette gives
the reader a seat at the table
of history.

The book details the diplo-
matic feasts that decided fu-
ture relations with Russia,
China and the Middle East
and includes menus, in case
readers would like to recre-
ate some of the world’s most
momentous dining experi-
ences.  

Search for and purchase
these books online from
amazon.com and many other
outlets.
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This year more than ever, we’re so grateful to gather together with
friends and customers like you in celebrating the holidays. We

really appreciate the support and patience this community has
shown us through the unique challenges of the pandemic, and

seeing all of you back in the restaurant fills us with joy.

We hope your season is festive, fun and filled with the 
love and friendship that make life special. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, everyone!

Rayetta and Anna   •   Rayetta’s Lunchbox

From Your Friends at Fast Break,
Roberta, Dave, Gracie, Trevor, Leslie, Olivia, Jessica and Carter

Rt. 219 N. Marlinton, WV • 304-799-6121

Thanks for 
Filling Our 
Year With 
So Much Cheer
We can’t think of a 
better place to celebrate 
the holidays than right 
here with all of you. 
Thank you for believing 
in us and supporting 
our business. To our 
friends, customers and 
neighbors all around 
town, warmest wishes 
for a very 
Merry Christmas 
and a healthy, 
happy year 
ahead.

Wishing you

Christmas
Blessings 

and a

Prosperous 
New Year.

Dove’s Fur
304-257-4491

Books, from
page 19

100 Christmas Wishes: Vintage Holiday Cards from The New York Public Library
By The New York Public Library, Foreword by Rosanne Cash

Here’s hoping your holiday is beautiful in every way.

www.mountainhospice.com
Pocahontas County - Marlinton

304-799-2673 • 888-763-7789

Wishing You  Love & Light 
at Christmas
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Thank you for making us feel so welcome and
supported at the holidays and all year, and we wish
you a blessed and beautiful Christmas season.

Michael, Bill, Jaynell, Cindy, Sunny, Suzanne and Laura Dean
The Pocahontas Times

Wishing You Pure Joy

From the Pocahontas County CVB Staff and Board of Directors
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Hope the Holidays Fill
Your Home With Joy
From Floor to Rafter!

It’s been a joy for us to help this
community through the years, and we

thank you for your continued trust in us.

To all of our customers, 
neighbors and friends, 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for a 
happy, healthy year ahead.

Glades 
Building Supply
8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Sautrday

19456 Seneca Trail | Marlinton, WV 24954 |
304-799-4912

Thank you, and best wishes!

WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

Marlinton Co-op
719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523

44th Avenue Gallery
IN THEMARLINTON

DEPOT

304-799-2550

Shops at
Leatherbark Ford
CASS SCENIC RAILROAD

304-456-5440

Shop here
at home. 

Support our
County and

our Local
Artists.

Unique gifts,
designed to delight.

pocahontasartistry.com
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In the air, there’s a 
feeling of Christmas…

and we hope that feeling lifts your spirit and fills
your heart and soul with enough peace, joy and

hope to last the whole year through!

We thank our visitors and supporters who
help us maintain and promote
Pocahontas County history!

Pocahontas County
Historical Museum

Rt. 219, just south of Marlinton
www.pocahontashistorical.org

For your goodwill and patronage,
we are eternally grateful.

18942 Seneca Trail North, Marlinton
304-799-2500 • kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE, L.I.C. 

Kimble
Funeral Home and Cremation Service

At this time of great joy
and  celebration, we hope

the blessings of family,
friendship and fellowship

surround you.

195 Thompson Road
Hillsboro, WV 24946 • 304-653-4891

Wishing you and yours a magical
holiday season full of love, warmth

and gratitude!

May joy and contentment light up your Christmas
and stay with you the whole year through!

EDUCATE • EMPOWER • INSPIRE

From our family to yours,
we wish our friends and

customers a very bright and
merry holiday season!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

304-651-6369 (C)
304-799-3963 (H)

faulknier.ent.inc@icloud.com WV010094

304-799-2240 •  Jerico Road, Marlinton 
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

Thank you for all your
support this year!

We wish you a very Merry Christmas
and good health for the new year!

God bless you,
Mim, Bill 
and Kane

Merry Christmas!
From all of us, our heartfelt thanks for your

business this year.

Buckeye
304-799-2339

WV058103 

Merry Christmas and
Best Wishes for a Happy,

Healthy New Year!
Seneca Trail

Physical Therapy
Rts. 219 and 39, Marlinton • 304-799-4500

Benjamin Rittenhouse, DPT
William Gibson, MPT • Sara Jonese, PTA 

Laurie Adkins and Bev Bolyard

Open Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

May your holiday season be filled with all
of the things that spark joy in your heart.
Thank you for making our year so special! 

Johnna, Kay, Sandy, Missy and Deb

Rt. 219 North, Marlinton • 304-799-6423

TheMen’s Shop

Tues. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

37 Hill Street, Hillsboro • 304-653-4150

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

Thanks for helping
us through our

first year!

Merry Christmas!
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from all of us at Pocahontas IGA. A very special thank you to our customers for their patience while we switched from MDI

to AWG and back to MDI! Thanks for your understanding as we dealt with shortages, out-of-stocks and mistakes that

happened due to the pandemic. Our management thanks all our employees who work every day for us; and those

who work behind the scenes. Our business couldn’t succeed without you.

Merry Christmas and thanks for shopping locally!
AMBER ABELE

TRAVIS ARBOGAST

ARLENE ARMSTRONG

TANYA ARMSTRONG

RANDY ATKINS

TIFFANY ATKINS

DAVID BARB

JASON BENNETT

JEFF BENNETT

JESSICA BENNETT

JOSH BENNETT

DEBRA BURGESS

NATASHIA CARR

SPENCER COMBS

CARRIE DEAN

RYAN DILLEY

TAMMY DUNNIVAN

ROBERT FLEMING-THOMAS

LENA FRANCISCO

MARTINA GIBSON

HAYLEY HARRELL

DAPHNE HILLEARY

ROB HILLEARY

RANDY IRVINE

AARON JACKSON

ALEXANDRA LANE

ANITA MALLOW

TYLER MALLOW

RANDY McPATERS

ANNA PARKER

RUSTY PARKS

SYDNEY PUFFENBARGER

RALPH SHARP

CHARLES SIMMONS

PRISCILLA SLAVEN

RHONDA SMITH

HOLLY STRADER

SCOUT TANKERSLEY

JOHN TOTTEN

MARK WAGNER

AMANDA WHITING

MATTHEW WYATT

NICOLAS WYATT
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