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Christmas

“See, the virgin will be-
come pregnant and give
birth to a son, and they will
name him Immanuel, which
is translated “God is with
us.” Matthew 1:23 quoting
Isaiah 7:14

Pastor David Moore
Trinity Baptist Church

towns are the backbone

of our world. My opinion
is in the minority of my
friends as I am a member of
that often mocked “mil-
lenial” generation that fled
our small towns for the

Ifirmly believe that small

larger cities. When my fam-
ily goes to visit our friends
abroad, we can’t help but be
amazed by

the constant

AMemory of
o Judi

F ommons

I miss you more
and more each day.
Perhaps the Lord
needed a great
florist in heaven.
He now has one.

With Love,
John Simmons

building and changes that
happen in more populated
areas. Entire shopping plazas
will spring up in the few
months between visits. The
property values are continu-
ally skyrocketing forcing
people to move further and
further out from the city cen-
ters.

My favorite part is coming
back to a community that
seemingly never changes.
Often the news going around
town is, “Did you see the
size of that buck that was
killed?” or “Did you hear
this business is changing
buildings?” I often find my-
self chuckling at the stark
contrast between our small
town and “the rest of the
country.”
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Wissing you a/ways, especia//y at Chuistmastime
MAZIF BURGESS 1/1/1938 ~ 8/28/2017

Christmas with you in Heaven will never be the same.

I watch for signs you're with me each and every day.

I remember holidays past with both joy and sorrow in my heart
Until we meet again I can feel we’re never far apart.

I %ﬂﬁ/ﬂy/ o .
Richard DB. Shiner

If we had all the world to give,
Wed give it, yes, and more,
To hear his voice and see his smile,
And greet him at the door.

» With love, Patty and Michelle

It’s that stark contrast with
other ~communities that
makes our own community
unique. It’s why so many
visitors to our community
want to find a way to live
here and become a part of
our pace-of-life. That stark
contrast can also be very

7 ﬁ/}yg /ﬁc/}w{y//p/f
Thelina M. ?/Zo#%ww& /
SHoward N. %0//7%@0#/ and >
Fendall M. %{)ﬂ%@ﬁ/&

Those we love and lose are always
connected by heartstrings into infinity.

In Loving
Memory of
Mazie Burgess

b Some say time heals
our aching hearts,
But no, it isn’t true.
For many years
have passed, dear,
And our hearts still
ache for you

Love Always, @Mﬁ@m
Loy
March 10, 1958 ~ April 30, 2021
Do not stand at my grave and weep.
I am not there. I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush,
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry.
I am not there. I did not die.
~ Author Mary E. Frye

Love and miss you so much, Connie




community has been left be-
hind in some senses. We look
at other communities that are
having packages delivered
by drones while in our com-
munity many people struggle
to simply get access to a
landline for their home. Our
young people seem to be
leaving in waves to find eco-

Message,
- from page 2

frustrating at times.

“Why can’t we just have a
small fraction of what these
other communities have?”

To be very honest, some-
Life and home are not the same times it can feel like our

Since you went away.
=" /@ " ON =

==
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Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.

Those who think that you are gone
Because no more your face they see,
Are wrong, for in our hearts you live,

And always will, in memory.

Love, Trish

Love, Stephen Meadows =

I AMemory of By Foasin Holund
%’@A/y Ofae %%y

If we had all the world to give,
Wed give it, yes, and more,
To hear his voice and see his smile,
They are gone but not forgotten And greet him at the door.
By those who love them still,
A place is vacant in our home
That never can be filled.

Love, sister, Wanda Jean McMillian,
son, Robert Joseph Long and family
We miss you and love you.

22 v

Love, Sue and Family

If I could sit in Heaven,
even for a day, the pain in my
heart would temporarily go away.
I'd put my arms around you
and whisper words so true,
that living life without you
is the hardest thing to do.

No matter how I spend my time,
no matter what I do, there’s

no morning, noon or night
that I don’t think of you.

Witee and Francis %)m
@(;ﬂ(y and %\/}/)f((/ Buurr
,@(%/{/ &Vﬁ(ﬂ‘ and g?(r{yf g’/%[mm

A face that is ever before us,

A wvoice we will never forget;

A smale that will last forever
In memory we see you yet.

A

Loved and Remembered,
Kelly, Jacob, Kevin, Ellie and Phyllis Pyne

=

nomic opportunity else-
where. This logically leads
us to often ask the question,
“God, where are you? Do
you not care about us, too?”
In Christianity, we believe
that our God is not distant
but actually came to Earth
and walked among us. In
very “churchy” terms, we
call this the Incarnation. That
person who came and
dwelled among us —is Jesus.
In the letter to the Church
at Colossus, the author, Paul,
writes, “He (Jesus) is the
image of the invisible God.”
Paul claims that this Jesus
was actually that invisible
God who seems so far away
at times. And yet, this God is
not far away. This God cares
so much for us that he
walked as we do and made
himself known. A little
spoiler alert is that this Jesus
eventually died, and then
rose from the dead. So we
Christians fully believe Jesus
is still alive today.
Christmas is all about cel-
ebrating this mystery of the
Incarnation. Christmas is a
moment to imagine the God
of the Universe come to
earth as a little baby born to a
teenage mother in a small
town in the Middle East. It is
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Iways in our hearts,
Mom, Dad,
family and friends

not lost on me how out-
landish that sounds and yet,
after millennia of scrutiny by
scholars all over the globe,
the Incarnation has stood the
test of time and continues to
be celebrated.

And what does the Incar-
nation say about who God
is?

That God is not a God of
only the important people or
places. God did not come
into the world to be enter-
tained by the elite of society
at fancy dinner parties.
Rather we see God coming
into the world in a small
town, and spending time
with those that might have
been “forgotten” by society.

To be blunt, I know that
God cares about Pocahontas
County. I know God cares
about West Virginia. I know
that God has not forgotten
us, but that He is with us in
the middle of this.

So the next time you hear
someone call our state Vir-
ginia, or we are depicted as
backward hillbillies on tele-
vision, or our community
goes through another crisis, I
hope that you are able to find
comfort and peace in know-
ing that God cares.

Not only does God care,
but He is with us.
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Recipes £rom Trinity Baptist C}IUI‘CI‘I

Spinach Artichoke Dip
Barb Siers

2 cups shredded moz-
zarella cheese, divided

1/2 cup fat free sour cream

1/4 cup parmesan cheese,
divided

1/4 tsp. pepper

3 garlic cloves crushed or
2 tsp. minced garlic

14 oz. can artichoke
hearts, drained and chopped

8 0z. cream cheese

8 oz. fat free cream cheese

1/2 - 10 oz. package
frozen chopped spinach,
thawed, drained and

squeezed dry.

13.5 oz. pkg. baked tortilla
chips

Combine:

In a large bowl, stir until
well blended: 1 1/2 cups
mozzarella, sour cream, 2
Tbsp. parmesan and the next
6 ingredients.

Spoon mixture into a
square 1 1/2 quart dish.

Sprinkle with remaining
1/2 cup mozzarella and 2
Tbsp. parmesan

Bake at 350° for 30 min-
utes or until bubbly and
golden brown.

Serve with tortilla chips.

~ o~ o~

Ribbon Salad
Jenny Duncan

First layer:

2 small pkgs. lime Jell-O

2 1/2 cups boiling water

Dissolve Jell-O in boiling
water and pour into a 9 x 13-
inch glass dish.

Put in refrigerator to gel.

Second Layer:

1 small pkg. lemon Jell-O

1/2 cup pineapple juice

20 large marshmallows

1 1/2 cups boiling water

8 oz. pkg. cream cheese

In a sauce pan, dissolve
Jell-O in boiling water.

Add remaining ingredi-
ents.

Put over low heat and stir

often until cream cheese and
marshmallows are melted.

If not smooth, use an elec-
tric mixer and beat until
smooth.

Let cool and slowly pour
on top of the first layer.

Put in refrigerator to gel.

Third layer:

1 small pkg. cherry Jell-O

1 small pkg. red raspberry
Jell-O

2 1/2 cups boiling water.

Dissolve Jell-O in boiling |

water and let cool.

Pour close to and very
slowly onto second layer and
put into refrigerator to gel.

~ o~ o~

Cheese Ball
Jenny Duncan

8 oz. sharp cheddar cheese

8 0z. pkg. cream cheese

4 tsp. pimientos

4 tsp. Worcestershire
sauce

4 tsp. onions

1 tsp. lemon juice

Mix all ingredients using a
food processor and shape
into a ball.

Roll in bacon bits and re-
frigerate.

1N
We're so grateful to

be a part of this

| close-knit community!
| Thank you for your
kindness, friendship
and support.

y/ Merry Christmas!
: 4th Avenue
C e

Mason Jar
Trading Post
Est. 2013
304-799-2520

Ribbon Salad
Photo source: tasteofhome.com

Zucchini Bars
Rose Birchfield
3/4 cup margarine
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup white sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
1 3/4 cups flour

Pocahontas
County

CHRISTMAS EVE |
Sat., Dec.24 |
St. Mark, Bartow
5p.m.
St. Bernard,
Snowshoe
9 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY
Sun., Dec. 25
10 a.m. « St. John
Neumann,

Marlinton

1 1/2 tsp. baking powder

1 cup coconut

2 cups shredded zucchini

3/4 cup walnuts

Cream margarine and sug-
ars until fluffy. Add eggs,
one at a time.

Stir in vanilla, flour and

...and to all a
good season!
We're sowing our best
wishes with the hope that
they grow into joy and
prosperity for the folks
that we know!

WADE FARM & FEED
304-799-6468

Corporation Curve, Marlinton

baking powder. Mix thor-
oughly.

Stir in coconut, zucchini
and walnuts.

Spread batter evenly in a
well-greased 9 x 13-inch
pan.

Bake 40 minutes at 350°

While still warm, frost
with the following:

1 cup powdered sugar

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1 1/2 Tbsp. melted butter

1 tsp. vanilla

2 1/2 Tbsp. milk

Mix all ingredients to-
gether and spread on bars.

1 cup butter or margarine
2 cups sugar

1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

1/3 tsp. nutmeg

1/3 tsp. allspice

1 1/2 cups applesauce

1/2 cup raisins

1/2 cup chopped pecans

Pre-heat oven to 350°

Cream butter, gradually
adding sugar, creaming until
light.

Add eggs, beating well
after each addition.

Sift together dry ingredi-
ents.

Add alternately to
creamed mixture with apple-
sauce.

Stir in raisins and nuts.

Turn batter into greased
and lightly floured 13x9x2-
inch pan.

Bake for about 45 minutes
or until done.

~ o~ o~

Applesauce Cake
Rose Birchfield

2 eggs Cool in pan.
2 1/2 cups sifted all-pur-
pose flour ~
1 1/2 tsp. soda see Recipes pg 5

Whseme st

WINTER:

WISHES

Hed Rk

EDUCATE Il EMPOWER Il INSPIRE

Call 304.653.4891 or visit highrocks.org to learn
about our programs, partnerships, AmeriCorps
opportunities, and community events!

195 Thompson Rd, Hillsboro, WV 24946



Recipes,
from page 4

Cake Mix Cookies
Cherie Friel

1 box yellow or chocolate
cake mix

2 eggs

1/2 cup oil

6 oz. semi-sweet chocolate
chips

Mix together cake mix,
eggs, oil and chocolate chips.
Place on cookie sheet 2-
inches apart and bake at 350°
until golden brown.

~ o~ o~

Banana Bread
Paula McGuire
3 Tbsp. buttermilk
1 tsp. baking soda
Combine, set aside, add to
the recipe last.
In a large bowl, cream to-
gether:
2/3 cup sugar
1/3 cup oil

Add 2 ripe bananas,

mashed

3 large egg whites, lightly
beaten

2 cups flour

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

1/4 tsp. nutmeg

Add buttermilk

Pour into prepared loaf
pan.

Bake at 350° for 45 to 50
minutes.

Christmas Trash
Barb Siers

1 large bag plain M&Ms

1 large bag peanut M&Ms

1 large can mixed nuts

2 large cans of cashews

1 small can of peanuts

3 handfuls of pretzels

1 box Crispix cereal

2 pkgs. almond bark

Mix: M&Ms, nuts and ce-
real in a large bowl.

Melt almond bark and
pour over mixture until all
pieces are coated.

Pour onto waxed paper to

ry.
When dry, break apart and

Wlshlng You Loads of

at Christmasl!

We're delivering our best
wishes to the wonderful
friends and customers who
made our year so very merry.
We couldn't ask for a
better gift than your loyal
support, and we thank you
for your patronage.

Varner Construction
A-1 Pumping
Varner Towing
Varner Auto Parts
Varner Outdoor
Power Equipment
304-456-4505

AAOUNTAIN]

Thank you for your
support this year!

WVMR 1370 AM
WNMP 88.5 FM
WVMR-FM 91.9 FM
WDMT 106.3 FM
WCHG 107.1 FM
WVLS 89.7 FM
W278AL 103.5 FM
Streaming online at

alleghenymountain
radio.org

Snickerdoodle Muffins

N

Photo source: yourhomebasedmom.com

store in covered container.

~ o~ o~

2 tsp. vanilla

2 eggs
3/4 tsp. baking soda

Snickerdoodle Muffins 3/4 tsp cream of tartar
Paula McGuire 3/4 tsp. nutmeg

2 sticks unsalted butter 1 1/4 cups sour cream

1 cup sugar 2 1/4 cups all-purpose

At this time of great joy and
celebration, we hope the
blessings of famnily, friendship
and fellowship surround you.

o
For your goodwill and patron
~=we are eternally Qratefu

I{lmble

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North, Marlinton
304-799-2500 « kimblefuneralhome.com
KEITH A. KIMBLE, L.I.C.

—

—:F:—-—'-

/
flour

1/2 cup sugar and 1 Tbsp.
cinnamon mixed together for
rolling.

Cream butter and sugar
until soft.

Add vanilla and eggs.

Mix until incorporated.

Mix in the remaining in-
gredients

Using an ice cream scoop,
scoop out muffin batter one
at a time and roll in cinna-
mon sugar mixture.

Place in a muffin tin.

Bake at 350° for approxi-
mately 20-22 minutes or
until golden brown.

~ o~ o~

Spiral Pepperoni
Pizza Bake
Jenny Duncan
16 oz. pkg. spiral pasta
2 Ibs. ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
2 — 15 oz. cans pizza sauce
1/2 tsp. garlic salt
1/2 tsp. Italian seasoning
2 eggs
2 cups milk
1/2 cup shredded parme-
san cheese
4 cups shredded moz-

zarella cheese

3.5 oz. pkg. sliced pepper-
oni

Cook pasta according to
package directions. Mean-
while, in a Dutch oven, cook
the beef, onion, salt and pep-
per over medium heat until
meat is no longer pink; drain.

Stir in the pizza sauce, gar-
lic salt and Italian seasoning.

Remove from heat and set
aside.

In a small bowl, combine
the eggs, milk and parmesan
cheese. Drain pasta; toss
with egg mixture.

Transfer to a greased 3-
quart baking dish.

Top with beef mixture,
mozzarella cheese and pep-
peroni.

Cover and bake at 350° for
20 minutes. Uncover and
bake 20 to 25 minutes longer
or until golden brown.

Yield: 12 servings

~ o~ o~

Saucy
Steak Skillet
Elma Hefner

1 1b. boneless round steak,
cut up

1/4 cup flour

1 Tbsp. oil

1 large onion, chopped

1 cup water or broth

1/4 cup catsup

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire
sauce

2 tsp. bell pepper flakes

1 tsp. instant beef bouillon

1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. dried marjoram
leaves

1/4 tsp. pepper

Coat steak pieces with
flour; pound into beef.

Brown beef in oil in 10-
inch skillet; push beef to the
side.

Cook and stir onions in oil
until tender; drain.

Mix the remaining ingre-
dients together and pour over
the beef and onions.

Heat to boiling; reduce
heat.

Cover and simmer until
beef is tender, 1 1/4to 1 1/2
hours.

see Recipes pg 6

7207 ‘ST I9qUIad9(J e SQWIL], SBIUOYBIO0J Y I, 03 Juswo[ddng « AJuno)) oy ur seunsuy) G a3ed



Page 6  Christmas in the County ® Supplement to The Pocahontas Times ® December 15, 2022

Recipes,
from page 5

~ o~ o~

Macaroni and Cheese
Paula McGuire

Stir together until smooth:

2 Tbsp. margarine

2 Tbsp. flour

1 tsp. salt

Add

2 1/2 cups milk, and stir
until smooth.

Add

2 cups grated cheese, Vel-
vetta and cheddar

1/8 tsp. pepper

Stir until smooth.

Cook 1 cup pasta to al
dente, and drain.

Add to cheese mixture.

Sprinkle with plain bread

N

Corn Pone
Photo source: mashed.com

crumbs.
Bake at 375 © for 25 min-
utes.

Tbsp. lemon juice or vinegar
to a cup of milk.)

Stir together.

Bake in a greased tube pan
at 375° for 1 hour and 10
minutes.

When done, pour 1/2 cup
boiling water over the pone.

Cover with a cloth for 10
minutes.

~ o~ o~

Corn Pone

Barb Siers
The night before, mix:
4 cups yellow cornmeal
1 Tbsp. salt
3 cups boiling water
Cover with a towel.
Next morning, add:

~ o~ o~

Baked Cream Corn

1 cup sugar Melissa Totten

1 cup flou.r 1/3 cup margarine

2 tsp. baking powder 1/4 cup flour

Dissolve 1 tsp. baking 1 cup whipping cream
soda in 1 cup buttermilk until 1 cup milk

foamy.

1/2 tsp. salt
(No buttermilk? Add 1 5p- 5a

Your friends at

Huntersville Historical Traditions

wish everyone a

Very Merny Christmas and a
{'Iappg and Healthy New Year!/

Dash of pepper

5 cups frozen corn

1/4 cup sugar

Melt margarine in a
medium sauce pan over
medium heat.

Stir in flour until smooth.

Gradually add cream,
milk, sugar, salt and pepper.

Bring to a boil; and stir for
2 minutes.

Add corn
through.

Transfer to an ungreased

and heat

1 1/2-quart baking dish.

Sprinkle desired amount
of parmesan cheese on top of

corn mixture.

Bake at 350° until slightly

browned and bubbly.

May be put under the

broiler for 3 to 5 minutes.

~~~

Angel Biscuits
Melissa Totten
1 pkg. Rapid Rise yeast

Wishing you
much Merry

Hope you have a

tree-rific holiday.

outthanksat|

5 cups flour

3 tsp. baking powder.

2 tsp. salt

1/2 cup water.

1/2 tsp. baking soda

2 Tbsp. sugar

1 cup shortening.

2 cups buttermilk

Mix together yeast, flour,
baking powder, salt, baking
soda and sugar.

Cut in shortening with a
fork.

Add buttermilk and water.

Knead 10 to 12 times.

Roll out and cut with a bis-
cuit cutter.

Place in pan sprayed with
cooking spray.

Let rise 10 minutes.

Bake at 500° for about 12
minutes.

Dough keeps well in re-
frigerator for several days if
you want to divide it and
only make half at a time.

~ o~ o~

Punch
Nancy Burks
2 pkgs. cherry Kool-Aid

=

= ==,

1/2 - 2-liter bottle ginger
ale

1 large frozen orange juice

Pineapple juice (optional)

2 cups sugar

4 quarts water

Mix Kool-Aid, sugar and
water.

Stir to dissolve.

Mix orange juice as di-
rected on package.

Add to the Kool-Aid mix-
ture.

Pour in ginger ale.

Add pineapple juice, if de-
sired.

Thanks for showing

When they saw the star,they rejoiced with exceeding
us so much Support! great joy. And when they were come into the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and fell

down, and worshiped him. ..
—Matthew 2:10-11

Having customers like you
fills us up ... with cheer!
We really appreciate your
stopping here.

Rt. 39 Stop

Huntersville

304-799-6420

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
from Don, Ardel, Audrey,
Tanya, Becky and
Cheyenne

At Christmas and always, may your heart and
faith in God lead you down the road to peace,
joy and contentment. We feel blessed to be a part
of this community, and we thank you for your

friendship and support.

WEST VIRGINIA
INSURANCE COMPANY

Ron’s Tree

Service, LLC
Ron Kelley

304-799-2476

Hillsboro * 304-653-4667
Timothy W., Thomas and Linda VanReenan, Agents
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Buckeye Country Mart © 304-799-6880
Buckeye Home, Farm, Lawn & Garden ¢ 304-799-0860

THANKS -
R, W

vear so special! (§

We appreciate your
support, and we wish
you a happy holiday.

Marlinton
Rotury '§

Mayor Sam Felton,
e Marlinton Town Council and
Town of Marlinton employees

Hope
your hollday
season is

aws-ltlvely
wonderful in every way! Thanks for
trusting your pets to our care!

Greenbrier
Vetermary Hospltal

May Your Days Be
Shmv & Bright

We hope this holiday
"' season delivers everything
. aou’ve been wishing

<= for, right down to
' the last detall.

With best wishes from our entire team.
Doug’s Body Shop

402 Curry Avenue, Marlinton
304-799-6220

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!

We're proud to share our financial success and give
rnoney back to our customer-owners year after
year through our patronage refund program.

| %FARM CREDIT
14428 Seneca Trail %
Lewisburg, WV fkm;--__-;._ oaines (o ol @
304.645.1575

Gonoe oM

FarmCreditofVirginias.com

In This
Blessed Season

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we recount our
many blessings, and your kind friendship is at the top of the
list! Merry Christmas to all and many thanks for helping to
make this past year a blessed one for us.

Our family serving your family
Lantz Funeral Home
n 0 Douglas “Doug” Lantz LI.C.
'y 304-799-417

84| Locally owned and operated

\¢/ \\\\\\\4\\ II, /

N\ 4y
Qe

/4

Pcace, J9y
Faith &~ Goodwil

Good Life Financial, LLc

LuAnn, Helen and Kim
4954 Potomac Highlands Trail « Green Bank

304-456-4828

Happy Holidays from
our home to yours

Peace, joy and thanks to all of
you this holiday season. We
couldn't have come this far
without the support of
. good people like you.

RE/MAX

COUNTRY

Serving Pocahontas County and the surrounding area!
Cheryl D. Dean, Associate Broker/Realtor
19028 Seneca Trail, Marlinton 304-940-0607
570 Cass Road, Slaty Fork, WV 26291 - Marty Giddings, Broker

304-572-2100 - snowshoeresort.net

L 95ed
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Deer Santa ~ A Park Ranger's Christmas Story

Ken Springer
Contributing Writer

“Why do those with the
least seem always to give the
most?” W. Moon

was 23 years old, had a
full head of hair, was sit-

ting in an old Interna-
tional Scout with a snow
plow, and was the only
ranger working the evening
shift. And, more importantly,
it was the snowy and bitterly
cold Christmas Eve of 1972.

I volunteered to work this
lonely shift because, among
the rangers at the park, I was
the only unmarried ranger
with no particular place to go
on Christmas.

The only reason there was
a need for an evening shift
was that the park has numer-
ous facilities. There are two
marinas, three beaches with
beach houses, four launch
areas, two campgrounds, a
restaurant, a maintenance
shop, a commissary, two
ranger stations, an adminis-
trative office and a dam, all
requiring daily checks.

My duties on Christmas
were less rangering and more
night watchman. Having
worked this same holiday the
previous year, I remembered
how vacant and still the park
seemed, made even more so
by a foot of fresh snow.

As T looked across the
frozen surface of the lake, I
had the eerie feeling that I
was the only person left on
earth. The park, usually
crawling  with  visitors,
seemed palpably vacant and
austere, yet beautiful at the
same time.

I arrived at the mainte-
nance shop in the last light of
the day. I filled the Scout
with gas and began plowing
snow, a chore I truly en-
joyed.

As I traveled down the
windswept park roads, I
whistled that old Glen
Campbell tune, Wichita

Lineman; it seemed to fit the
mood. (Warning — don’t
think any further about this
song, or it will reside in your
brain for the rest of the day.)

After plowing all of the
main park roads on the north
side of the lake, I left the
park’s boundary and got on a
two-lane county road that ac-
cessed another park road on
the south end of the lake.

I passed by closed gas sta-
tions and cafés, occasionally
punctuated by gaily-lit farm-
houses. The cars of sons and
daughters filled the parking
areas after returning from
elsewhere to spend Christ-
mas with their families.

I could often see a Christ-
mas tree beaming through a

window, casting colorful
lights upon the snow outside.
It looked cheery and warm to
me, unlike the drafty Scout
that offered little protection
from the cold.

I was jarred from my
thoughts of Currier and
Ives’s Christmas scenes by a
considerable thump against
the snowplow blade. I
pumped the brakes and man-
aged a controlled slide off
the road and into the margins
of a stubbled cornfield.

Exiting the vehicle, I first
checked the plow, and saw
blood dripping from the
blade’s leading edge. I
glanced down the road and
saw a deer struggling to lift
herself from the icy pave-

ment.

The doe’s rear legs sus-
tained compound fractures —
blood ran over her pink
tongue and onto the road sur-
face. I walked back to the
Scout to get a gun, and when
I returned, saw that it was not
needed.

Grabbing the two forelegs,
I dragged her off the road
several yards into the field.

Looking around, I saw a
large single Osage Orange
tree growing directly across
the road from the deer; this
would be a good landmark. I
planned to call the highway
department when I returned
to the ranger station to let
them know the location of
the deer. A call that I would
never make.

I continued down the road
to the park’s southern facili-
ties. There was a particular
driveway en route that I al-
ways plowed when snowfall
was deep.

The Rogers’ place, barely
a farm anymore, sat at the
end of a long driveway. Mr.
Rogers had a few head of
cattle and some scratch

We'd like to paws and
wish you a sweet
holiday season!

Dr. Stacy, Robin and Sydnee

POCAHONTAS
VETERINARY
SERVICES .

150 Carl McCarty Drive
304-799-6803

chickens. The couple was
then in their eighties, which
was ancient a half-century
ago.

Mrs. Rogers had lost most
of her eyesight to the ravages
of macular degeneration,

shimmer.

While turning the Scout
around in their drive, Henry
walked out on the porch,
waving me in. I turned off

see Story pg 9

leaving much of the house-
hold chores up to her hus-
band, Henry. If there was
ever a couple that didn’t hide
their love for each other, it
was Henry and Marta.

Henry never complained,
and it was clear that his love
had only deepened with
being Marta’s full-time care-
giver. They never had chil-
dren, as evidenced by the
empty parking area on
Christmas Eve — empty, ex-
cept for Henry’s old Dodge
Power Wagon.

But even so, Henry had
put up a string of Christmas
lights the length of the
wooden porch; perhaps out
of habit or maybe it was at
Marta’s urging.

As 1 pulled up to the
house, I spotted a small pine
tree on a table decorated with
red, green and gold lights,
causing the silver tinsel to

H#BLESSED
P

Q

(3

We DO believe in
miracles, and the
goodness of people like
you. Thanks, friends!

LOCUST HILL

. RESTAURANT

304-799-5471
Rt. 39 - Marlinton
Follow us on Facebook

7
“Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son,

and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is
translated, “God with us.”
-Matthew 1:23 NKJV

What if abortion had
been an option for the
Virgin Mother of Jesus?

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” -Matthew 1:21 NKJV

Celebrate the reason for the season!
Merry Christmas!

W
West &7
Vﬁ§ mlansLlfe

Pocahontas Chapter

Tax-deductible donations can be sent to
\_ 1465 Pine Grove Road, Arbovale, WV 24915 y




StOl'y, from
page 8

the vehicle and walked up
onto the porch. Henry ush-
ered me in, saying, “Marta,
guess who’s come to see
us?”’

“Well, if it’s not Santa
Claus, I would guess it is
Ranger  Springer,” she
replied, adding, “Go fetch
him some of that special
eggnog you made.”

I almost declined because
[ was on duty, and I knew
what Marta meant by “Spe-
cial.” But, I figured that
doing so would be unneces-
sarily rude, and, anyway, it
was Christmas Eve.

I spent the next hour or so
enjoying not only a Christ-
mas drink made with the

L. Jay Kniceley
Insurance

818A Tenth Avenue, Marlinton
304-799-6243

HAPPY NEW YEAR
It’s not the gifts under our tree we cherish
the most, but the people all around us who
bring such joy and meaning to our holiday
season. Thanks for shining your light into
our year. We value your trust in us, and we
appreciate your support more than you

know!

Rogers’ own eggs and cream
but another ingredient from a
woman in the next county
south who was exceptionally
skilled in the science of dis-
tillation.

I left the Rogers’ bearing
as much yuletide cheer as
possible and still able to
plow snow on a narrow and
icy road. But, as I stated a
few paragraphs back, it was
Christmas Eve.

Before arriving at the ac-
cess road to South Beach, I
passed a steep, snow-cov-
ered drive leading down to a
derelict farmhouse. I had al-
ways assumed that the house
was uninhabited, but I saw
human tracks coming up the
hill to the mailbox and back
down again.

I turned the Scout around,
lowered the plow, and

headed down the hill. A well-
traveled Ford Econoline van
was parked in front of the
darkened and seemingly
empty house.

I cautiously stepped out of
the vehicle, leaving it run-
ning. I glanced up at the slate
roof of the old farmhouse. A

slender ribbon of acrid black
smoke rose straight up from
the chimney until obliterated
by the wind-driven snow.

Someone was in
house.

Stepping up onto the
porch, I walked to the door
and raised a hand to knock.

the

merry

merry

merny

Merry Merry Merry

May this holiday season deliver everything you’ve

been wishing for and more.
Thank you for shopping /m«/@/

Trent’s General Store
Arbovale 304-456-9906 | Bartow 304-456-3228

Just as my knuckles made
contact with the door, it sud-
denly opened, giving me a
start.

Standing before me was a
man who looked like he
could break an anvil in half.
At first glance, he looked
gruff, but that facade soon

To all otir
friends both near
and far,
may harmony
surround you
wherever you are.
We look forward to
serving you in the

New Year!

BACK MOUNTAIN
SERVICE

Jason & Sheila Sharp
304-799-4238

melted into an enormous
grin.

“I know you,” he said.
“You’re one of the water
watchers.”

I laughed. Water watcher

was a term locals had for

see Story pg 10

7[2«»4?

([1 oAl 1o

As another holiday
season takes shape,
we hope it brings an
abundance of joy and

good health to you

and yours.

Our heartfelf thanks for
Jour trust in us,

Dr. Eilers and Staff

BIG SPRING CLINIC
304-572-4410
DEER CREEK CLINIC
304-456-5050
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StOl'y, from
page 9

park rangers. I didn’t take
issue with this pejorative
label because we did spend a
lot of time looking at the lake
since it dominated most of
the park’s topography.

“Hi, I'm Al,” he said. “I
worked at Wolfe’s Auto Re-
pair, where you used to bring
your car.”

“Oh yeah, that was before

old man Wolfe died, and his |

son ran the business into the
ground,” I replied.

The country was at the
threshold of a severe reces-
sion in 1972, and, as was re-
peated ad nauseam, ‘You
couldn’t buy a job.’

Al explained that he had =

been out of work for close to
a year, saying that his only
income was from odd jobs —
cutting tobacco, baling hay
and dehorning cattle.

I looked beyond Al into a
dimly lit room where a
young woman stood with
two children — holding onto
her peasant dress and
wrapped in wool blankets.It
was, at once, a beautiful and
heartbreaking sight.

Al ushered me into the one
room with a modicum of
heat in the three-story drafty
farmhouse. The fire in the
room’s fireplace did little to
melt the ice that covered the
inside of the windows. Snow
had forced its way under the
window, accumulating on
the sill.

There was no electricity or
running water. Glass, quart-
sized Coke bottles filled with
drinking water lined the fire-
place mantle so they would-
n’t freeze. The dim light
came from candles, and a
Coleman lantern was used to
navigate from room to room.

Al’s wife, Susie, returned
from the kitchen with a bot-
tle of homemade elderberry
wine. We sat cross-legged on
the floor in front of the mea-
ger coal fire. The kids sat just
in front of us with their
socked feet on the stone
hearth.

The wine was exception-
ally good, I savored it
slowly. “Who made this?” I
asked.

“Idid,” Susie said humbly
and softly. “It’s better than
what they have at the liquor

store.”

After my eyes adjusted to
the faint light, I noticed a
small unlit Christmas tree
with strings of popcorn and a
hodge-podge of bulbs. There
were two gifts under the tree,

/

" POCAH

We wish you peace
joy and go
Thanks to all of the members and friends
who have kept us going strong in 2022.
Merry l:hrlstmasl
1\\

3 ’r‘"‘
/ PARKS & RECREATION

Community Wellness Center © Ninth Street,
Beside Marlinton Elementary School * 304-799-7386

od health!

nﬂ

QN!A& ).OUNTY

wrapped with newspaper, no
doubt for the kids.

I wondered if Al and Susie
had gifts for each other.

Later, when I got back on
the road, I thought of O.
Henry’s classic book, The
Gift of the Magi.

It depicts a poor couple
who sell their most treasured
items to buy Christmas gifts
for one another. Della sells
her beautiful waist-long hair
to buy a gold watch chain for
Jim, while Jim sells his treas-
ured family heirloom watch
for a set of hair combs. The
irony is not lost on O.
Henry’s readers.

I learned that Al had been
a mechanic in Vietnam, re-
turning after his two-year
stint to marry his childhood
sweetheart. They bought the
farm for what Al called a
“song and dance” with the
intention of bringing it back
to life. But, the economy and
shortage of jobs got in the
way.

I got up from the floor,
stating, “Well, I better get
back to water watching.”

Susie stood up and said I
could not leave before shar-
ing dinner with the family.

| She headed out to the kitchen

with the lantern lighting her

way. She returned with a pot
of soup composed of root
vegetables, lima beans, car-
rots and peas.

Breaking apart a loaf of
homemade  bread, she
handed us each a steaming
bowl of soup and a chunk of
bread. After she said grace,
she told us to “dig in.”

The soup was tasty and
comforting on this cold win-
ter evening. Assuming they
were vegetarians, [ asked if
they missed eating meat.

Al said somewhat shame-
fully, “Oh, no, we eat meat;
it’s just that it is currently out
of our price range. We real-
ize the kids need it, and it
looks like I will take up hunt-
ing again if I don’t get a job
soon.”

Then, it hit me, and 1
asked him if his van was in
working order. He said,
“Yeah, that’s the one thing I
can do as a mechanic — it
runs like a top.”

“That’s great,” 1 said,
“You have some rope and a
sharp knife?”

“I do. Why?”

I replied, “Get your van
running, Al. We are going to
get some meat for those
kids.”

When I showed up at the

Unleash Z Joy!

In this season of caring,
we’d like to let you know
just how much we cherish ‘d
the friendship of clients
like you. We wish much
happiness to you and your
family this Christmas.

FRANKFORD

VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Julie Gibson, DVM -

'
.....

Payton Mann, DVM

Office Hours by Appointment » Two locations:

304-799-6181
410 Second Avenue
MARLINTON

Monday and Wednesday

10 a.m. -3 p.m.

304-497-3409

21287 Seneca Trail North

FRANKFORD
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tues. and Thurs. until 7:30 p.m.

ranger station the next day to
start my evening shift, I
found a covered basket just
outside the door. Inside was
a bottle of Susie’s wine, a
still-warm piece of venison
with a vegetable casserole,
and a whole loaf of her
homemade bread. It was the
best Christmas ever.

I knew that regulations re-
quired reporting the road-
killed deer, but times were
tough then, and I opted for
the kinder alternative. After
all, it was Christmas!

P.S. Al got a job as a me-
chanic at the state highway
garage just after the New
Year. The same agency that
would have picked up the
deer and taken it to the
dump.

A sincere Merry Christmas
to all of the readers of The
Pocahontas Times.

Ken Springer.
Bongo, and Daisy
Ken1949bongo@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS.

Hope It's Uplifting!

May your spirits be lifted at
this special time of year, and
may you enjoy much good
fortune in the year ahead.
Thank you for your
continued support.

F&GF

Service Center LLC

Rt. 39 Huntersville
Bill, Chase, Justin, Rosa, Katrina, Kailey and Blake

304-799-6431




Merree Clristiraz

Marlinton Fire and Rescue

Wisbing You Love ¢3 Light

at Christmads

Here'’s hoping your holiday is beautiful in every way.
It thouch an honor to serve the famdlies of this

community. Lhank you for your trudt.
B . il

Mountain Hospi

“Comyort & Campassion Wien [1's Needed 3

www.mountainhospice.com
Pocahontas County - Marlinton

304-799-2673 * 888-763-7789

SOUTHERN STATES |

Farmer owned since 1923.

LI

Here's hoping your
holiday season is a
whole lot of merry
and bright! May this
Christmas and the
New Year deliver an
abundance of health,
happiness and good
fortune to you and
the ones you love.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

As we reflect on all we are grateful for this Christmas season, the support
and friendship of customers and neighbors like you come to mind. We greatly
appreciate your kindness and your patronage, and we look forward to
serving you in 2023. Thank you, and best wishes!

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Marlinton Co-op

719 Third Avenue, Marlinton 304-799-6523

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. ¢ Saturday 8 a.m. - Noon

WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

|

._;_ o 1 20 you and yours! 05 ]
'VALENTINE ASSISTED LIVING

521 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV ¢ 304-636-3900

A Very Merry
Christmas
to alll

Unique gifts, designed to delight.
This Christmas, share our
heritage with everyone

on your list.

Thank you for shopping with us
and supporting our local
art community.

f pocahontasartistry.com

4th Avenue Gallery

IN THE MARLINTON DEPOT

304-799-2550

Shops at Leatherbark Ford
REOPENS MAY 2023 AT CASS.

11 93eq
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Jaynell Graham
Editor

raveling Rt. 219 south

I from Buckeye becomes

quite an uphill climb,

but once you traverse the

twists and turns, you are re-

warded with the view of Trin-

ity Baptist Church — a church
on a hill.

By comparison, Trinity Bap-
tist is a relatively new church,
and its “history” can be told
from a first person perspective

Hammons grew up in the
Buckeye area, then moved to
North Carolina to find work,
as many young people did. It
was while they were members
of Trinity Baptist Church in
Drexel, North Carolina, that
they felt a pull toward home to
help establish a church.

So they sold their home and
returned to their roots.

The original Trinity congre-
gation met in the living room
of the Mill Point Tourist
Home, now owned by Bill

aplist &

A place of works and worship

settled into a store building
that sat near the McNeel Mill.

A minister from Alabama
brought a busload of members
from his congregation and held
a revival and Vacation Bible
School there. A church from
Virginia donated the chairs.

It soon became clear that the
congregation was outgrowing
that space, so plans were made
to buy property and erect a
building.

First Baptist Church of Fair-
lea agreed to take on the re-

property began and, in the
spring, two adjoining tracts of
land were found on Buckeye
Hill which seemed to be a
good building site.

The Southern Baptist Asso-
ciation donated a mobile home
so the congregation could
begin to hold services on the
newly-gained property.

Rev. Hugh Kincaid, of
Lenoir, North  Carolina,
brought in workers with their
campers and they had the
church building under roof in

work, and members from an-
other church in North Carolina
came to Buckeye to lay the
bricks.

Trinity Baptist Church in
Drexel, North Carolina, rented
a bus so some of its member
could be at the August 1983
service when Trinity Baptist at
Buckeye was constituted.

They did not come empty-
handed.

The Drexel church arrived

with a check for $25,000, DAVID MOORE, PASTOR at Trinity Baptist Church in Buckeye, is also the local direc-
which allowed the new church tor for Young Life, a faith-based organization that works with middle and high school

THE WELL-MAINTAINED sanctuary at Trinity Baptist Church is very peaceful and inviting. A baby grand piano pro-
vides accompaniment for the congregation’s singing, and there is special music each week by Barb Siers or Bill Hefner

by those who have connec- Barnett. A couple of years sponsibility as the “Mother one week. to begin life debt free. youth. He has also brought “young life”’ to the church with his family, pictured above: Pas- al.ld the Hefner Family. T!"S is a busy church. Ad’u It Sunday School mf:ets Sundays at 10 a.m. Worship Service at 11 a.n,l.

. « " - .. . S, N . Bible Study Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. The Men’s Group meets the third Saturday of each month at 8§ a.m. The Women’s
tions there. later, the ‘“church” moved Church. Members of Trinity Baptist Trinit 14 tor David with his wife, Cailey, and sons, Leo and Amos. . . . . N . .

Saford and Sue Sparks acrossRt.219,remodeledand  In early 1980, a search for finished most of the inside See Arinity pg Mission Union meets the third Thursday at 6:30 p.m. The church’s Christmas Program will be presented Sunday, De-

cember 18, at 11 a.m. followed by a covered dish dinner. S. Stewart photo

i N S 7
yeemiesemezy | X ULETIDE S AN S With our thanks

(FREETINGS

To all our neighbors, customers %
and friends we wish a Christmas “S

holiday filled with much peace,

laughter and happiness.

For your patronage, you have our
deepest gratitude, and we look

forward to seeing you again, soon.

X

J

and best wishes

[t’s a season for reflection, hope
and gratitude, too. And we hope
the warmth of its spirit fouches
each and every one of you.

Mike, Lynette, Tiffany W., Sherri, Hope, Heather,
Olivia, Brady, Lorie, Charlene, Ina, Sean,
Katrina, Isabella, Tiffany R. and Penny

€1 98eq
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With our thanks for your loyal support,
we wish you and yours a blessed
and happy Christmas season!

Cackling
Hens ..

RESALE AND CONSIGNMENT SHOP

in the Historic Marlinton Electric Building

812 Third Avenue, Marlinton 304-799-6699

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

- "Q Seasons come and go, but our best
_ wishes remain with you today and always.

o L) .'“_i"_‘ [ Thanks for your generous support and
s faith in us. We appreciate you, and
L |
NATIONAL NK wish you a wonderful holiday.
E MARLINTON s

Thanks for warming our hearts with your
friendship and kind support this year.
Neighbors like you make us especially

proud to call this fine community home.

Merry C hristmas
from the ‘Ramseys!

CELEBRATING THE
MIRACLE OF HIS BIRTH

As we celebrate the Miracle that took place in a simple manger
so many Christmases ago, we are filled with a sense of peace, joy,
contentment and love that we want to share with all of our good
friends and neighbors in the community.

304-799-4640
BANKATCITY.COM

Delores

Flower Garden

212 8th Street ¢ Marlinton
304-799-4012
Open Mon/Wed/Fri 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Eddie’s Service Center
304-799-6651

State Farm Insurance
Darren, Kenny, Kelley, Julie and Jerdina

Visit us online at
www.pocahontastimes.com
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Trinity,
from page 13

This was truly a multi-
state, multi-church, God
blessed endeavor.

Improvements and addi-
tions have been made over
the years.

“The Women’s Mission
Union (WMU) at Trinity
held bake sales, sold barbe-
cues and put together a cook-
book to raise money to build
the picnic shelter,” Jenny
Duncan said.

A steeple was added in
2007, purchased by the
men’s group, the Brother-
hood.

Ron Branch was the |

church’s first “young” minis-
ter.

Trinity Baptist has another
young minister today.

Pastor David Moore
serves the church and is also
the local director for Young
Life, an organization whose
mission is to introduce ado-
lescents to Jesus Christ and
help them grow in their faith.

“David Moore is so good
with teenagers and with
adults,” Barb Siers said. “He
is an excellent teacher. He
makes you think.”

He doesn’t lecture. It’s al-
ways group participation.

Siers plays the piano at
Trinity, and provides special
music every other Sunday.

The church is fortunate to
have Siers’ talent added to
that of Bill Hefner and the
Hefner Family, longtime
members of the church, who
have provided special music
at the church for years, and
continue to do so on the
“other” Sundays.

Trinity is a Bible-based
church, and Bible Study and
adherence to its call are at
the core of its work.

“The WMU meets the
third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.,” Duncan
said. “The group’s mission is
to help people. In addition to
funding the building of the
picnic shelter, the women
buy necessary items for the
interior of the church.”

sausage gravy, biscuits, fried
potatoes — all the good stuff.
: But they need to build up
| their energy. This group
tends to the maintenance of
the church building and
property, and if someone
needs something done at
their home, the men see to
that, as well.

They also share food by
| distributing Thanksgiving
baskets in the community.

Members of the congrega-
tion are committed to the
work of the church, and it
shows in the care of the
building, care of the congre-
gation and caring for the
community.

Service times at Trinity
| Baptist are as follows:

Sunday School at 10 a.m.

Worship at 11 a.m.

Wednesday night Bible
Study 7 p.m.

: ! The church Christmas Pro-

S ey s eme I A PLAQUE NEAR the door of the sanctuary was added &fam Will be presented Sun-
THIS EYE-CATCHING quilt, made by Barb Siers, a few years ago as a way to remember and to honor day morning, December 18.
hangs above the sanctuary doors and nearly acts as a church members who have passed away. . Stewart pho- & 112.m. followed by a cov-
blessing to the congregation as they exit after services. ros ered dish dinner.

If there is a need, it be- daughters of the Bible.

comes their “mission.”
They have no projects at
the present time, so the
WMU meetings focus on
Bible Study. They are cur-
rently studying mothers and

Hope Your

The Brotherhood meets
the third Saturday of each
month at 8 a.m. beginning
with breakfast at the church.
Each man contributes to the
meal — which is usually

ul

& Merry a3 \,

May the war mth ()f

<
God’s lovelilluminate=

your days and nights, and make your
spirits bright all season.

Thank you for bring
and meanin

ing so much purpose
g to our year.

We’re truly grateful to be here.

Rayetta’s

Lunchbox

Rayetta and Anna

Second Avenue, Marlinton, behind State Farm

etvy Christmas

May faith, family and friendship bring out the

very best in your holiday season.

We look forward to seeing you in the new year,
and we thank you for your patronage!

Market locations reopen May, 202 3.




THANKS FOR DROPPING IN!

Morning, evening or in-between,

we're always happy to see you and

look forward to seeing you again

_ nextyear. With best wishes for

a happy holiday from our
entire staff.

STATION 2
RESTAURANT & MOTEL

Main Street, Durbin
304-456-4506

M E R R Y
CHRISTMAS

Thank you for all your
support this year!

We wish you a very Merry Christmas
and good health for the new year!

God bless you,
Mim, Bill
and Kane

304-799-2240 « Jerico Road, Marlinton
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

p
ALL the “BEARY” Best...

to all the very best people we
know - our customers!
Merry Christmas and heartfelt /&
thanks for your business.

The Bear’s Den
10811 Potomac Highlands Trail (Rt. 28/92)
Boyer 681-206-7973

4
A
(N

Wishing gou all the \ K
best and foy in

your journeys this
Holiday Season!

Merry Christmas from all of us at

Burns Motor Freight

Marlinton, WV
304-799-6106
burnsmotorfreight.com '

N~ A

I R A WA N

Pk ok

" LCCMCINTES

BURNS

MOTOR FREICHT
MARLINTON

W. VA, S

& BY

GILARDI TAX SERVICES i
* GILARDI PAYROLL SERVICES

1346 Thornwood Road, Bartow, WV 249270
304-456-4787
gilarditaxservices@live.com

749 Jerico Road, Marhnton
304 799-6241 » 888-499-6241

www.jericobb.com
o ad? b od ’; ‘,, \
b = .

Pocahontas County Arts Counc1l
www.pocahontasarts.org

Thanks to all the 4-H members,
alumni, volunteers and families for

‘77

“making the best better!

Merrny Clrristman
from the

WVU Extension Office
Greg, Connie and Luci
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Sensor Center mfﬂvfflmw With CArirbmar memories

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

weeks, the

.v *
or the past couple @
of

Green  Bank o

Senior Center has
been filled with the
sounds of Christ- *
mas — from the
radio and from the
voices of the choir,
preparing for Christmas
performances around the
county.

Feeling the Christ-
mas spirit, the com-
munity members,
who come to the center
daily, were sent on a journey
down the Memory Lane last
week to talk about Christ-
mases of the past.

Every little community in
Pocahontas County had its
own celebration; in Cass, the
business owners made sure
the children had a magical
Christmas.

“The lumber company do-
nated all the candy,” Caro-
line Cassell recalled. “There
was a man called Big Willy
— he ran the whiskey store in
Cass —and he was a great big
man. Bervin Nicely had a set
of horses. We would all
gather round the community
tree, and he would come
down through there with the
horses and the sleigh, and
give us all candy. We were
tickled to death.”

Cassell also remembered
that the town of Cass was al-
ways decorated, with lights
sparkling throughout town.

Most children were ex-
cited for Santa Claus to visit
their town or church so they
could tell him what they
wanted for Christmas — but
there were a few who were
scared of the big man in red.

It was during one of
Santa’s visits to Arbovale
United Methodist Church
that one youngster hid in-
stead of sharing his wish list.

R

“I remember way back
there when I was a kid, I was
scared of Santa Claus,”
Wayne Brown said. “I
crawled under the bench and
hid from him.”

Along with experiences
from early holiday seasons,
certain gifts still hold a spe-
cial place in the memories of
those who received them.

Children would often re-
ceive oranges, candy, new
clothes and a toy they had
been pining for all year.

For Maggie Garretson
Morgan, one toy she re-
ceived at a very young age
was more than just some-
thing to play with, it was a
way to remember her father,
Estel Garretson. When she
was five, Estel passed away
in May, but come December,
Maggie still had a gift under
the Christmas tree from her
dad.

“He bought my sister and
me plastic dolls with the
clothes painted on them,”
she said. “I still have it but
it’s been through floods, and

%

) ¢

it’s missing an
eye. It looks
awful, but I’ve

got it.”
Ruth Anne
Grogg Mul-

lenax also re-
members gifts
she got as one
of 14 children

in her household.

“We got oranges,” she
said. “That was a big deal.
Most of the time, we girls
got a doll and then out-
side of basically the

one toy, we got
maybe a new pair
of shoes or a new
dress.”

from the
Pocahontas County CVB

On the Sunday before the
week of Christmas, the
Grogg family would go out
into the woods and chop
down a Christmas tree,
which was decorated, then
taken down New Year’s Day.

“When you’ve got a wood
stove and a live tree, needles
fall off quickly,” Mullenax
said, explaining why the tree
didn’t stay up very long.

Mullenax also recalls that
the family usually had ham
or some kind of pork for
Christmas dinner. She con-
tinued some of her family’s
traditions with her own chil-
dren, including having a real
Christmas tree each year.

As the seniors reflected on
Christmas with their chil-
dren, they recalled trying to
make the season special and
keep the magic of Santa
alive, even if it meant telling
little white lies.

“We did a lot of lying,”

erry

JoAnn Fromhart said, laugh-
ing.

JoAnn and her late hus-
band, Fred, had three chil-
dren, and they got creative
with their Santa stories.

“We used to tell them,
‘now don’t get up too early
because we might be the last
house Santa visits,”” she
said. “Fred would bring the
presents in from out of the
smokehouse and he dropped
one meant for Louise one
year. The next morning we
found it and he said, ‘look
what Santa dropped on the
way in.””

Through the years, Christ-
mas has gotten bigger and
more extravagant, with wish
lists becoming longer and
longer, but in the end, it’s the
wonderful memories of time
with family, gifts with spe-
cial meaning and even a few
good natured lies that makes
Christmastime memorable.

@ Wishing you blessings and
tidings of cheer for a healthy
and Happy New Year!
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Remembering
the reason for
the season and sharing our
very best wishes for a Merry
Christmas! Thank you for your
patronage.

Made one batch at a time |§

in Pocahontas County, WV

Heart Healthy Buttermilk
“Greater love hath no man than this, that Griddlecakes - Original Blends!
a man lay down his life for his friends.”  Available at locations mound the county, Bev’s Best

\_ John 15:13  on Facebook or email: bevshest321 @gmail.com y

ELKINS REHABILITATION
& CARE CENTER

Complete Compassionate Care

ERCC

Elkins Rehabilitation & Care Center would
like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

May the miracle of Christmas fill your
hearts with warmth and love.

THERAPIES OFFERED

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Inpatient & Outpatient Services
Pediatric (outpatient only) to Geriatric
Mon thru Sat Appointments

SPECIALIZED THERAPIES

Parkinson’s Disease Treatment
LSVT BIG & LSVT LOUD
Lymphedema (adult & pediatric)
ASTYM Soft Tissue Therapy
Voice Therapy (adults)

Cognitive Therapy (adults)
Cardiopulmonary Program
Functional Maintenance Program

¢ ¢ ¢ s e ¢

Call the Rehabilitation Department at
304.637.9737 to schedule an evaluation.

REHABILITATION UNIT FEATURES

@ State-of-the-Art Gymnasium
@ 15 Private Skilled Rehabilitation Rooms
@ Internet Cafe

REFLECTIONS AT ERCC

18-Bed Unit

Memory Loss Patient Care
Fully-Secured & Self-Contained Unit
Private Living Room

Private Activity/Dining Room
Enclosed Sun Porch

Enclosed Outdoor Courtyard

Staff with Specialized Training

www.ercc.biz ® 304.636.1391
2533 Beverly Pike @ Elkins, West Virginia

| WELLS, SPRINGS AND CISTERNS

Movy Cloitas )
Thanks for your

patronage this
year!

Treatment J:\\:\W{] 1SS

NCURPORATED

MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS!
We thank God for all our customers -
you feel like family to us.

If you are not a current customer and
need water treatment, give us a call.
You can depend on EcoWater,
and you can depend on us.
EcoWater Treatment Systems are a
Christmas Gift that keeps giving every
day for years and years.

CITY AND COUNTY WATER

Water Treatment Systems that work...
guaranteed! (we put it in writing)

ECOWATER PRy

Y S TE
WATER TREATMENT

THAT WORKS...
GUARANTEED

Trnimmed With
A Weish
Here's hoping your holiday
is a cut above the rest!
We've loved serving you
every minute this year.

304-816-9072
Marlinton and Slaty Fork
barberstopwv.com

Health, Happiness
& All the Best

A string of well wishes from our

family to yours at Christmastime!
Your trust means so much to us!

We’re grateful to belong to such a
warm and friendly community,
and we look forward to serving

your needs in the New Year!

"POCAHONTAS
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

150 DUNCAN ROAD * BUCKEYE, WV 24924
304-799-7400 - WWW.PMHWV.ORG
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Remember our Heroes, Honor Their
Service and Teach the Value of Freedom

Wreaths Across
America Day to
Honor Veterans at
Arbovale Main Cemetery

n Saturday, Decem-

ber 17, at noon, resi-

dents of Pocahontas
County and the surrounding
area will have an opportunity
to gather to honor veterans
during the holiday season as
part of the annual Wreaths
Across America Day in con-
junction with the annual
wreath laying at Arlington
National Cemetery.

The Pocahontas County
Veterans Honor Corps will
conduct the annual Wreaths
Across America ceremony
this year at the Arbovale
Main Cemtery starting
promptly at noon. Eight cer-
emonial wreaths will be
placed to remember soldiers,
sailors, airmen, marines,
spacemen, coastguardsmen
and merchant marines who
served, to honor their sacri-

W%W

We hope this hohday
season is filled with your
favorite pleasures.
Thank you for making
our year so enjoyable
with your visits!
Ashli, Sheila,
Chasten & Derek

Legacy
Designs

Main Street « Marlinton

fices and to teach our
younger generations about
the high cost of our free-
doms.

Specially designated
wreaths for the Army,
Marines, Navy, Air Force,
Space Force, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine, and
POW/MIA will be placed on
memorials during a cere-
mony that will be coordi-
nated simultaneously at more
than 3,130 locations across
the nation.

In 2021, more than 2.4
million wreaths were placed
nationwide, by more than
two million volunteers, as
part of the Wreaths Across
America mission to Remem-
ber, Honor and Teach our
new generations about the
value of freedom.

Wlshlng You Loads of

at Christmasl!

We're delivering our best
wishes to the wonderful
friends and customers who
made our year so very merry.
We couldn't ask for a
better gift than your loyal
support, and we thank you
for your patronage.

Varner Construction
A-1 Pumping
Varner Towing
Varner Auto Parts
Varner Outdoor
Power Equipment

304-456-4505

THE POCAHONTAS COUNTY Veterans Honor Corps participates in the Wreaths Across America each year at

the Arbovale Main Cemetery. S. Stewart photo

ANOTHER CHRISTMAS
IS ROLLING IN, AND
WE HOPE IT DELIVERS
EVERYTHING ON YOUR
WISH LIST!

Thanks for being an important part of our year.
Your friendship and support made 2022 a great

ride for us, and we wish you all the best this
holiday season and in the coming year.

Merry Christmas to You and Yours!
from Justin, Jimmy, Alice, Frank, Joe,
Vincent, Mike, Karen and Susie

COME SEE MIKE FOR A GREAT DEAL!

MURPHY’S USED AUTO SALES
RT. 28/92, DURBIN = 304-456-4858

murphysusedautos.com

WA AL WOSHE < EARISTHR

For a happy and
healthy holiday to all.

Pritt Well Drilling

Ken and Jeff
304-653-4491

e INGRAIR




What’s on the Bookshelf? smz;m w

he Pocahontas County
I Historical Society has
several books by local
authors for sale. Perfect gifts
to consider this holiday sea-
son. Here are just a few:
“Riders of the Flood,” by
W. E. Blackhurst, pub-
lished 1963.
“A savage river, ready to
kill, playing a cat-and-mouse
game with a man’s life — this

was the Greenbrier as it
coursed through the white
pine forests of West Virginia.

“In “Riders of the Flood,”
Blackhurst  presents a
thrilling picture of logging
on the Greenbrier in the
1890s. Old time loggers
were a two-fisted crew,
tough, hardy men who loved
their calling as a sailor loves
the sea. Fearless, red-
blooded, intense in their loy-

P idsted

ey &

May your holiday season be filled with all of
the things that spark joy in your heart.
Thank you for making our year so special!
Johnna, Kay, Sandy, Missy,
Sharon and Hillary

TheMen’s Shop

Rt. 219 North, Marlinton ® 304-799- 6423 *

P S
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and, P@w@ 9@ O%w‘y FOR 6009 MEASURf‘

As we welcome the holiday season,
we're especially grateful for the

S
e

customers and friends who
have made this year so sweet

for us. Folks like you break the

mold, and we hope your
Chrlstmas is a real treat!

NE
J At the intersection of
—— Rt. 28 and 92, Dunmore

304-456-3176

7

alties, the woodsmen formed
a rugged, distinctly Ameri-
can brotherhood.”

$21.20

~ o~ o~

“Sawdust in Your Eyes,”
by W. E. Blackhurst, pub-
lished 1963.

Blackhurst invites you to

RIDERS

OF THE'FLOOD :

“meet a whole town full of |___

interesting people. Many of
them will be folks you may
think you have met before.
They will be of all classes
and types. They will range
from dignified mill owners
to murderers. They will be
gamblers, workers, prosti-
tutes, family folks, loggers,
train men and gay-hearted
youths.

“No one will know how
they all got together in one
small town. No one will ever
know from what far flung
corners of the world they
came nor will anyone know
why each came. Neither will
anyone ever know the sto-
ries, comic or tragic, behind
their lives that sent many to
the wild unsettled and law-

We (:(Mi " n't do it
WItPI%_w:ll .___ou!

Dean's Den L.C

Food ~ Grocery ~ Gifts - Arts
e Since2018

WED. - SAT8 AM - 8 P.M.
SUN. 8 A.M. -6 P.M.
CLOSED MON./TUES.

FROST INTERSECTION
(RTS. 92 AND 84)

304-799-4765

ik & ol AW
W. E. BLACKHURST
less lumber towns.

“We do know why the town came. It came
to harvest a great wealth of straight trunked
forest trees. It came to supply lumber to the
markets of the world. In its wake came the
widest mixture of people to be found in any

one small area of our nation.”
$21.20

~ o~ o~

“Afterglow,” by W. E. Blackhurst, pub-
lished 1972.

“There may never have been another fu-
neral like “The Planting of ‘Pruny O’Lan-
ney;” another poem as timely as “Generation

Gap” or one so sincerely the expression of a |

see Bookshelf pg 20

E7]

»E"BLAC»@HURST :

W. E. Blackhurst

To our friends and customers here

who have truly made it a

wonderful year.
i \

HOMEGROWN HARV]éST

4914 Potomac Highlands Trail, Green Bank

Lol Food Loeal) Fosos, Lol Foums

681-620-8767

2207 ‘ST I9qUIS(J o SQUWIL], SLIUOYRIO] Y [, 01 Juawa[ddng « A1uno)y ay) ur seunsuy) g 98ed
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Bookshelf,

from page 19

man’s true feelings and love
of nature as “I Need to Go to
the Woods.”

“Homespun philosophy;
thoughts and memories from
his alert mind and observing
eye; characters drawn from
people he had known; inci-
dents from events in which
he had participated; poems
from the heart — all com-
bined in “Afterglow,” a col-
lection of poems and short
stories from the now silent
pen of “Tweard” Black-
hurst.”

$21.20

~ o~ o~

“The Store ~ Memories
of the Peoples Store and
Supply,” by James Samuel
Brill.

“The Store” will take you
back to the days of the old-
fashioned general store,
where a person could find
just about anything he
needed and sell his wool,
eggs, butter, ginseng or
chickens while he was there.

Brill grew up in an apart-
ment about the People’s
Store and Supply, on the

banks of the Greenbrier
River in Marlinton. The story
focuses on the years of
Brill’s boyhood, the 1930s,
but it looks back to The
Store’s founding in 1915 and
ahead to its final days in the
mid-1980s.

$5.30

~ o~ o~

“The Williams ~ A His-
torical View and other Poc-
ahontas Memories,” by C.
A. Curry.

Curtis Curry was born
near the bank of the Green-
brier River in mountainous
Pocahontas County. His fa-
ther and uncle were avid
trout fishermen and began
his education in catching
trout at an early age.

“The Williams” and other
stories tell of his experiences
in the mountains as a child
and after his return nearly
fifty years later. They are
dedicated to his father who
taught him his love of the
outdoors and to respect and
protect these gifts so that fu-
ture generations might also
enjoy them.”

Curtis Curry’s father was
Cecil A. Curry, who was the
water plant operator for the
town of Marlinton.

'Happy

from the families
and friends of
Dabney and Reeny

Kisner

Give a tree for Pocahontas County:
greenforestswork.org
or donate to Preserving Pocahontas at
pocahontaspreservation.org

“We moved into the drafty
log house beside the water
plant in 1942 when my father
became “operator” and only
employee at the water plant.
Despite his having only an
eighth grade education, he
had taken and passed the
state examination to qualify
for the job. He and my
mother would live in the log
house until he retired in
1970.

“My father loved to fish,
and he loved to share his
knowledge with the many
young boys who flocked to
the “dam” in the summer to
fish in Knapps Creek.”

$10.60

~ o~ o~

“West Virginia Moun-
tain Lions ~ Past, Present
and Future of the Long
Tailed Cat” by Skip John-
son.

The last mountain lion in
West Virginia was killed in
1877 on Tea Creek in Poca-
hontas County.

see Bookshelf pg 21

ANK YOU FOR YOUR
E‘,\CONTINIIED SUPPORT OF
LOCAL BUSINESSES
LIKE OURS!

304-653-4689

8905 SENECA TRAIL
(RT. 219) HILLSBORO
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

The
Williams

A Historical View

And Oth.. Pocahontas Memories

By C. A. Curry

We hope the spirit of the season inspires and uplifts you,
filling your soul with hope, happiness and renewed faith.
As we pause to reflect on our year, we can’t help but be moved
by the goodwill and generosity of this community.
We feel blessed to have friends and neighbors like you,
and we thank you for giving us so much to celebrate.

With a prayer for peace and gratitude
in our hearts, Glory to God and
Merry Christmas to all!

8075 Wesley Chapel Road

Green Ban
(next to the Post Office) 304-413-6335




Bookshelf,
from page 20

“Or was it?

Numerous sightings and
eyewitness accounts of this
majestic cat have been docu-
mented for years.

The West Virginia division
of Natural Resources is firm
on its stance that there are no
native mountain lions in the
state, but all the sightings
seem to tell a different story.

Where are these cats?

Where did they come
from?

-
» O

How did they get here?

These questions and more
can be discovered on the

pages inside Skip Johnson’s

book, “West Virginia Moun-

tain Lions.”

$16.91

~ o~ i~

“The Greenbrier River
Trail ~Through the Eyes of
History,” by William P.
McNeel.

“Here is the indispensable

Why are they so reclusive? REES# Preient, and Future of: the Lmlg Tailed Cat

companion for anyone who [

wants to experience the

# MOUNTAIN

LIONS

SKIP JOHNSON

Afterword by Edwin Daryl Michael, Ph.D.

beauty and tranquility of the
Greenbrier River Valley by

Thanks for
Filling Onr
Year Witk

We can’t think of a

THroUGH THE EYES oF HISTORY

WILLIAM

S0 MNuch Cheer

exploring one of West Vir-
ginia’s finest recreational
trails.

The 77-mile Greenbrier
River Trail follows the rail
bed of what was once the
Greenbrier Division of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Rail-
way.

William P. McNeel writes
about the history of the rail-
road, describes the commu-
nities the railroad once

i served, most of which no

longer exist, and details the

" places where hikers and bi-
| cyclist can access the Trail.

There is information about
the services available such as

food and lodging, points of

interest and suggestions for
side trips.

The text is supplemented
with photographs taken dur-
ing the heyday of the Green-
brier Division, and 25
two-color maps that show
the visitor exactly where to
go.

$16.96

17 9Sed
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better place to celebrate
the holidays than right
here with all of you.
Thank you for believing
in us and supporting
our business. To our
friends, customers and
neighbors all around
town, warmegt wishes

pRos

As we celebrate the miracle of our Savior’s

birth, may His love and sacrifice bring
feelings of peace, joy and gratitude to your

season. We appreciate your trust in us.

Cathy, Clair and Rebecca

Mosesso Agency
1100 10th Avenue, Marlinton
304-799-6303

for a very
Merry Christmas
and a healthy,

happy year
ahead.

a2,

From Your Friends at Fast Break
Roberta, Gracie, Trevor, Kim, Kari and Jesse .
Rt. 219 N. Marlinton, WV -

304-799-6121

Wishing our clients
and friends all the
best this season!

Michael C. Doss

Attorney-At-Law
and
Marvina, Emily,
Andi, Cindy
and Tina




Page 22 Christmas in the County * Supplement to The Pocahontas Times ® December 15, 2022

(FAULKNIER

Serving up our thanks

and best wishes!
In the spirit of the holiday,

it’s only fitting that we say
how truly grateful we are to be
a part of this community.

Thanks for your patronage
and support this year!

S&D DINER

828 Second Avenue ¢ Marlinton ¢ 304-799-4390

Ll ot 2 i

From our family to yours,
we wish our friends and
customers a very bright and
merry holiday season!

4=CL1-CaCU

ENTERPRISES INC. ;}B-‘L/I]qv-)llg:} (u)

est. /992
gasiaulknier.entinc@icioud.com’

KCAVAT)y
E!, -raucxmcc

May the glory of God’s love and light
shine in your heart and illuminate your Christmas season!

.Z‘ éad Azen/ atlé)féad(tm Lo devre 701¢ %l Ze(m,

ﬂ//’l((} ‘e éy;e 220€ d(.’{f/%(lt(/ ageatie soore.
ALDERMAN’S EXCAVATING, LLC
Charlotte, Jason and Ryan
304-799-6572

L ¢ s 17
Hope Your Holiday Is -

Gunply Fuipkin|

SMOKEHOUSE

480 CASS ROAD e SLATY FORK

681-202-7139
Smoked meats and wild game. WE SMOKE ANYTHING!

See Menu on Facebook e Dine in / Carry out

It has been a pleasure to

serve our community this
year. We wouldn't be here @)
without your support!

We look forward to serving you in the New Year.

BURNS SERVICE CENTER, 1.

7575 Seneca Trail (Rt 219) - Hillsboro 304-653-4213
A Certified WV Inspection Center

TE
SPIRIT
IS
22 BUILDING!

May your home be filled with laughter,
From the floorboards to the rafters —
And may all your hopes and dreams come true,
That’s our holiday wish for you!
With best wishes and gratitude from all of us.

Bryant Construction, LLC
304'799'4399 License # WV026274

Over the river and through the woods, we hope our
best wishes reach you wherever you celebrate this season.
Wishing you safe travels and a very Merry Christmas!

Edray Kwik Stop
304-799-7100

Rt. 219 North of Marlinton

Tidings of
| Comfort

i B

From all of us at Moore's Ready Mix - Deer Creek
Supply, thank you for your continued patronage.
Merry Christmas, and may 2022 be better for ALLI
God Bless Youl!

Deer Creek Supply
Moore's Ready MiX inc.

15550 Cass Road, Cass * 304-456-4777

Behold the Miracle

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Ewverlasting Father, Prince of Peace. —Isaiah 9:6

Y

N — B
May the miracle of His birth fill your heart
with light at Christmastime and all year. Rejoice!
M. Painter
and the Dunz family




May Faith

and Love
Light
Your
Heart,
Home and

As we pause to reflect on our year, we can’t help but
be moved by the goodwill and generosity of this
community. We feel blessed to have friends and
neighbors like all of you, and we thank you for

giving us so much to celebrate.

With a prayer for peace and

gratitude in our bhearts,

Glory to God, and
Merry Christmas to all!

Glades

Building Supply

8 a.m. — 5 p.m., Monday — Saturday
19456 Seneca Trail Marlinton, WV 24954
304-799-4912

from all of us at

R 0S8 C°S
EXCAVATING

and joyous holiday season.

Wishing you a safe, healthy,

HMC Holiday Hours:

December 23: 8 am — 12 noon
December 26: Closed
January 2: Closed

Medical~Behavioral Health~Dental
Physical Therapy ~ Pharmacy

H M( :‘:‘ 540-468-6400

120 Jackson River Road
HIGHLAND MEDICALCENTER - Monterey, VA 24465
Caring for the health of the Highlands ’
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AND A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR

N2 —
/

We appreciate your patronage and support and pledge to do our best to provide the products you need in the coming year.

Our management thanks all our employees who work every day for us; and those who work behind the scenes.

Our business couldn’t succeed without you.

Merry Christmas and thanks for shopping locally!

AMBER ABELE
MICHAEL ARBOGAST
ARLENE ARMSTRONG

RANDY ATKINS

TIFFANY ATKINS

DAVID BARB
JASON BENNETT
JEFF BENNETT
JESSICA BENNETT

JOSH BENNETT

SHANESSA BENNETT
DEBRA BURGESS
BRIDGET CARROLL
NATASHIA CARR

HOMETOWN PRYUD

RICHARD CHRIVIA

ANITA MALLOW

JEREMY CUTLIP TYLER MALLOW
CARRIE DEAN RANDY McPATERS
TAMMY DUNNIVAN RUSTY PARKS
LENA FRANCISCO MICHELLE PRITT
JO GREENE SYDNEY PUFFENBARGER
ROB HILLEARY KIM SHARP

NICHOLAS LAMBERT RALPH SHARP

CHARLES SIMMONS

PRISCILLA SLAVEN
HOLLY STRADER
REAGAN SWARTZ
JOHN TOTTEN
GEORGE UNDERWOOD
KARLY VANMETER
MARK WAGNER
MASON WALKER
AMANDA WHITING
MELMA WESCOTT
SAVANNAH WILLIAMS
LEANNA WOODHOUSE
MATTHEW WYATT
NICOLAS WYATT
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