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Outdoor enthusiasts should consider the impacts that they
leave behind, which will undoubtedly affect other people,

water and wildlife. “Pack it in, Pack it out” is a familiar mantra
to seasoned wildland visitors. Any user of recreation lands has

a responsibility to clean up before he or she leaves. Inspect
your campsite and rest areas for trash or spilled foods. Pack

out all trash and garbage.
The Pocahontas County CVB is a partner with Leave No Trace and promotes the Seven

Principles of Environmental Stewardship to minimize user-impacts to the outdoors.
Learn more at https://Int.org/why/7-principles/

PRINCIPAL #3:
DISPOSE OF WASTE

PROPERLY

City National Bank wants to thank 
our community heroes, so we 

created an account just for you!
If you are Military Personnel, Firefighter,

Rescue, Law Enforcement, Corrections

Officer or Teacher - current or retired - 

Community Hero Checking is our way of

saying “Thank You for everything you do!”

Stop in and see a Personal Banker today!

304-799-4640
www.bankatcity.com
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The apparently re-
lated issues of revis-
ing the way the

county’s Hotel/Motel Tax
revenue is distributed and the
current EMS crisis, requiring
the establishment of paid
EMS ambulance crews, were
the subjects of two recent
Pocahontas County Com-
mission meetings.

A special meeting was
held January 13 with only
one item on the agenda – the
distribution of Hotel/Motel
Tax receipts.

Commission President
Walt Helmick opened the
meeting by explaining that
this discussion is important
since the county needs to
provide reliable EMS serv-
ices to its population because
Pocahontas County is the
most remote county in West
Virginia and has the highest
proportion of senior citizens. 

Helmick said the commis-
sion needs to redistribute
money to better “transport
sick people” by ambulance.

Commissioner John Re-
binski said the EMS crisis
has highlighted the issue of
how Hotel/Motel Tax money
is distributed and that the
amount of money generated
by that tax has increased sev-
eral fold over the past five or
six years. He said that has

greatly increased the amount
of money going to the seven
organizations that receive a
percentage of those tax rev-
enues. 

Those are Preserving Poc-
ahontas; The Artisan’s Co-
op; the Arts Council; the
Historic Landmarks Com-
mission; Dramas, Fairs and
Festivals; Parks and Recre-
ation; and the Pocahontas
County Free Libraries and
Information Centers.  

Rebinski said that some of
those seven organizations
have received increases of
$150,000 to $200,000 a year
because the Hotel/Motel Tax
revenue has grown so much,
and this is unfair to other or-
ganizations which are just as
deserving and just as impor-
tant to the community, such
as Meals-on-Wheels, which
is being funded out of gen-
eral-fund money and does
not receive the increased an-
nual funding as the seven
H/M tax recipients do. 

Rebinski also pointed out
that the four organizations
which, by commission pol-
icy, receive fixed amounts of
Hotel/Motel tax funds also
don’t benefit from the in-
creases of the Hotel/Motel
tax revenues. 

Those receiving fixed
amounts are: Pocahontas
Memorial Hospital, $75,000
a year; EMS, $75,000 a year;
the County Fire Board,

$50,000 a year; and Bricks
and Mortars, $25,000 a year.

Rebinski said the current
way the tax revenue is dis-
tributed is not fair since these
funds were not intended for
“just a small group of organ-
izations, but for the entire
county.” He said there has to
be a cap on what those seven
organizations receive, be-
cause many of them spend
more money than they re-
quire to operate, just because
it is there. Rebinski said he
wants to take that extra
money and put it into a
“rainy day fund or use it to
help other deserving organi-
zations that don’t currently
receive Hotel/Motel Tax
funding. 

At that point, Rebinski
went on what he described as
a “rant.” He said that some
people have accused him of
trying to destroy tourism in
the county by proposing
changes to the Hotel/Motel
Tax distribution methods. 

“Stop the B.S.!” he said.
“I could take all of the
money away from four of
those organizations and it
wouldn’t hurt tourism at all. I
am not hurting tourism by
changing the way the money
is given out, trying to spread
the money wisely, not just to
five or six organizations. 

“I am going to rein-in
these funds so they are
spread out more.”

Rebinski went on to say
that once the EMS crisis is
solved, we should be pre-
pared to help fire depart-
ments next because they are
also losing volunteers. 

Cara Rose, executive di-
rector of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau asked Re-
binski if he has already pre-
pared a formal written
proposal to change the
Hotel/Motel Tax distribution,
and Rebinski replied “not
yet, this discussion is just
part of the process to deter-
mine what the formal plan
should look like.”

Rebinski said he envisions
that those seven organiza-
tions should submit annual
budget requests to the com-
mission for Hotel/Motel Tax
money based upon their spe-
cific needs, and those re-
quests should include justi-
fications for it, just as county
agencies do every year. The
commission will then either
approve or decrease the re-
quest, based on the justifica-
tions submitted. 

Rebinski said he is “not
looking to have those organ-
izations lose employees or to
close down any libraries, he
just wants to provide them
with the amount of money
they need, not more than
that.”

Hotel/Motel Tax and EMS topics
of two commission meetings

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

At the Marlinton Ro-
tary dinner Monday
evening, Rotary

District 7545 District Gov-
ernor Dan McCarthy spoke
to the club about the inter-
national president’s vision
for the organization, as well
as his vision for what
makes Rotary clubs suc-
cessful in their communi-
ties.

McCarthy said 2023 is a
groundbreaking year in Ro-
tary because for the first

time in the organization’s
118 years, the international
president is a woman – Jen-
nifer Jones. The theme of
Jones’ presidency is “Imag-
ine,” and McCarthy shared
how 2023 should be a year
of imagining how the club
can impact its community,
the country and the world
with its service.

McCarthy also spoke
about his personal chal-
lenge to Rotary clubs in his
district, pointing to the
name of his mascot dog –
McPuff.

Marlinton Rotary
hosts district
7545 governor

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

For decades, the
Why Not Shop,
owned by Beryl

Minghini, was a staple
among the Snowshoe retail
shops. Located across from
The Inn at Snowshoe, the
shop was the place for locals
and visitors to pick up sou-
venirs, gifts and all their ski-
ing and snowboarding needs.

Minghini traveled a lot
with her job and when she
began spending more time in
Tahoe, Nevada, with her
sons, Jarod and the late
Bobby Minghini, her book-
keeper and friend Brenda
Cochran joined the boys in
convincing her it was time to
sell the shop.

“Bobby and Jarod and I
had been on to her for years
–  it’s time,” Cochran said.
“She just didn’t want to let

go. I had the opportunity to
be here in ’96 when she and
Bob built it together, and it
was a wonderful place. It
was so much fun, and she
had the coolest stuff. Every-
body in the community came
in and everybody stopped by.
Everybody felt welcome. It
was the best place in town.”

With Minghini spending
less time at the shop, it’s
shine tarnished a bit and
Cochran convinced her it
was time to let someone else
have a chance to carry on its
legacy and revamp it.

Cochran, who is office
manager at First Tracts Re-
alty, spoke to her bosses –
David Simmons and Pete
Monico – about buying the
shop and after a little con-
vincing, the business part-
ners did just that and
transformed it into the Snow-
shoe Hare with Cochran’s
help.

“I told them it would be
good,” she said. “I think
somebody young and ener-
getic needs to get in there
and take it over. It needs
some fresh blood. It needs
some love because it’s a
great place. It’s a great build-
ing.”

The shop has turned into
it’s own mini-shopping cen-
ter with three businesses. On
the far left is the Kickin’
Chicken, in its new location,
has expanded its menu to in-
clude burgers and pizza
along with its many chicken
dishes and sides.

On the right, is the Ski
Barn rental shop, which sup-
plies skis, snowboards and
all the accessories needed for
a day or weekend of shred-
ding the trails at Snowshoe
Mountain and Silver Creek
resorts.

In the center is the Snow-
shoe Hare – a gift shop and

coffee bar.
“This was Pete’s idea – the

coffee bar was all him,”
Cochran said. “Charis Cof-
fee Company, in the Outer
Banks, is owned by Pete’s
friend, Josh East, and his
wife. Pete talked to Josh
about roasting our coffee and
they came up with three op-
tions. 

“First Tracts is our light.
We have Snowshoe Blend,
our medium roast and then
our dark roast is Shay’s Re-
venge.”

The coffee is served at the
bar and is also available in
the store for those who want
to take the taste of the Snow-
shoe Hare home with them.

On the first floor of the gift

shop is a section of clothing
and accessories and Snow-
shoe branded souvenirs, and
another section offers West
Virginia made items, includ-
ing local maple syrup and
honey, as well as toiletries
like shaving cream, bath
bombs and lotions, quilted

Why Not check out
the Snowshoe Hare
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MARLINTON ROTARY CLUB member Tim Mc-
Clung, center, receives a Paul Harris Fellow award
at Monday evening’s  Rotary meeting – presented by
club president Kenny Woods, left, and district gov-
ernor Dan McCarthy. S. Stewart photo

see Rotary pg 5

see Hare pg 5

THE SNOWSHOE HARE – formerly the Why Not Shop – at Slaty Fork, is a cozy
little gift shop and coffee bar where guests and locals can shop, relax and meet friends.
S. Stewart photo

see Topics pg 5
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The following hearings
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court:

Sergio D. Rodriguez-
Huertas, 28, of Durbin,
pleaded not guilty to one
count, entry of a building
other than a dwelling, a
felony; one count, petit lar-
ceny, a misdemeanor; one
count, battery, a misde-
meanor. Bond was set at
$10,000 cash/surety with the
special condition of no direct
or indirect contact with the
victims. Defendant is to be
processed on Counts II and
III at the Tygart Valley Re-
gional Jail. Pre-trial status is
set for March 2.

A sentencing hearing was
held in the case the State vs
Roger W. Sills, 43, of Slaty
Fork, wherein the court ac-
cepted the pre-sentence in-
vestigation report. According
to the PSI, a condition exists
for the continuance of final
sentencing until a diagnostic
evaluation can be done. Sills
is to self-report to the North-
ern Correctional Center as
soon as an opening is avail-
able. Sills pleaded guilty to
wanton endangerment with a
deadly weapon, a felony, and
to the lesser included offense
of brandishing a deadly
weapon, a misdemeanor.

Kyle Michael Miller, 27,
of Dunmore, waived his
right to a speedy trial and the
matter is set in the next term
of court. Miller was indicted
on one count, entry of a
building other than a
dwelling, a felony; one
count, attempted petit lar-
ceny, a misdemeanor.   

A plea agreement is possi-
ble in the case the State vs
William Steven Feury, 29, of
Marlinton. Feury was in-
dicted on one count, entry of
a building other than a
dwelling, a felony; one
count, attempted grand lar-
ceny, a felony

Current defense counsel
advised the court that Roy
Myers, 48, of Durbin, is try-
ing to obtain substitute coun-
sel, but doesn’t have the

money at this time. Myers
waived his right to a speedy
trial and the matter will be
set in the next term of court.
Myers was indicted on one
count, child neglect resulting
in serious bodily injury, a
felony; one count, child neg-
lect creating a substantial
risk of death, a felony.

Kristina Dawn Bennett,
42, of Circleville, appearing
by video from the Tygart
Valley Regional Jail, ten-
dered a written plea agree-

ment to the court wherein
she pleaded guilty to driving
while license revoked for
driving under the influence
of alcohol, third offense. She
was sentenced to not less
than one year, nor more than
three years in the state peni-

tentiary to run consecutive to
any other sentences imposed
by other jurisdictions. Ben-
nett is to complete GOALS
program while incarcerated.
She was fined $3,000 and re-
ceived no credit for time
served.

Monongahela National Forest fire officials plan to
burn natural debris piles at two locations in the
Forest beginning immediately through March 1.

Exact dates are weather dependent. 
The burn locations will be off U.S. Rt. 219 between Mar-

linton and Slaty Fork on Forest Roads 1026 and 202. Signs
will be posted on roads near the burn areas. There will not
be a closure of any roads and the area will still be open. Res-
idents and forest visitors may see and smell smoke.

The U.S. Forest Service burns piles of woody debris in
an effort of reducing hazardous fuels. This helps restore the
landscape and overall resiliency of the Forest. 

County emergency operations centers will be notified
when burning begins. For questions call Forest Fuels Plan-
ner Conor Shanahan at 304-704-3911.

For more information about Monongahela National For-
est visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/mnf or https://www.face
book.com/MonongahelaNF
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Planned burns
scheduled 

Circuit Court

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials posted on Facebook!

Cook’s Choice All Weekend!
Call for details.

FREE WI-FI
At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233

www.greenbriergrille.com
Winter hours: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Closed Wednesday. 

Hours subject to change due to weather.

NOTICE
Town of Marlinton

General Election Candidate Filing
The Town of Marlinton shall hold a General Election

on Tuesday, June 13, 2023. During the election, there

shall be elected one Mayor, one Recorder, and five

Council Members. They shall serve a four-year term

starting July 1, 2023.

Any persons desiring to run for any office may submit

their names to the Town Recorder no sooner than Jan-

uary 9, 2023 and no later than 4 p.m. February 6, 2023.

All mailed Certificates of Announcement must be post-

marked by the U.S. Postal Service no later than midnight

February 6, 2023.

Town of Marlinton, 

709 2nd Avenue, 

Marlinton WV 24954  

304-799-4315

Town of Durbin
General Election Candidate Filing

The Town of Durbin shall hold a General

Election on Tuesday, June 13, 2023.  

Any persons desiring to run for any office

may submit their names to the Town Recorder

no sooner than January 9, 2023, and no later

than 4 p.m. January 28, 2023.

All mailed Certificates of Announcement

must be postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service

no later than midnight, January 28, 2023.

Town of Durbin

PO Box 37
4559 Staunton Parkersburg Turnpike

Durbin, WV 26264 • 304-456-4955

304-799-5471
Rt. 39 • Marlinton

Follow us on Facebook

Locust Hill
Restaurant

TRIVIA 
THURSDAY = FUN

AND LAUGHS! 
Grab a friend or two and

have a fun night out!
Trivia starts at 6:15 p.m.

Restaurant open
5 - 7:30 p.m. Pub menu.

Friday and 
Saturday

5 - 7:30 p.m.
Entreé menu: WV Black Angus

steaks, salmon, homemade
crab cakes, trout and more.

Reservations recommended.

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Located behind State Farm Insurance/Second Avenue

Call for 
specials, 

304-799-4888
or visit our

Facebook page.

Open Monday - Friday • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A Chinese

New Year’s CelebrationFriday, Jan. 27
7 - 9 p.m.

DirtBean Café
Third Avenue, Marlinton

Children’s activities from 6:30 - 7 p.m.
Chinese Karaoke

Asian-inspired Dinner Specials
Tiny Dragon Parade • Asian Horoscopes

presented by Dirtbean Café and Po. Co. Arts Council

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
Thursday, January 26,

at Marlinton  
Presbyterian Church

–Chili and cornbread–

Served 5 - 6:30 p.m.
Sponsored by area churches and 

community volunteers.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Health
and Human Re-

sources (DHHR), Bureau
for Family Assistance re-
minds residents receiving
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP)
benefits that the last is-
suance of COVID-19
SNAP Emergency Allot-
ments (EA) will be in Feb-
ruary 2023 due to the
funding being discontinued
by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. 

Since April 2020, DHHR
has issued SNAP EA which
increased the household’s
monthly SNAP benefit to
the maximum benefit allow-
able by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. Effective
March 1, 2023, monthly
SNAP benefits will return to
the pre-COVID-19 Public
Health Emergency level and
will again be based on the

household’s income, assets,
household size and other
non-financial factors. 

Each SNAP household
will receive a letter from
DHHR notifying them of
this change and provide di-
rection on any questions
they may have.

“We were pleased to be
able to provide this extra as-
sistance during the Public
Health Emergency to com-
bat hunger,” said Janie
Cole, Interim Commis-
sioner of DHHR’s Bureau
for Family Assistance. “We
encourage SNAP recipients
to begin today to budget
their family’s benefits in
preparation for this benefit
change.”

Questions related to
SNAP may be directed to
DHHR’s Office of Con-
stituent Services at 1-877-
716-1212 or a local DHHR
office.

SNAP Emergency
Allotments will
end in MarchU.S. Senator Joe

Manchin (D-WV),
member of the Sen-

ate Appropriations Commit-
tee, secured more than $2.4
billion in funding for top
West Virginia priorities in
2022. Every year, Senator
Manchin fights to secure an-
nual funding in the Senate
Appropriations Committee
to support West Virginians.
In addition to that annual
funding, West Virginia has
received and will continue to
receive critical resources
from multiple funding pack-
ages that Senator Manchin
authored and voted for, in-
cluding the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act and the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, as well as
more than $166 million for
FY 2022 Congressionally
Directed Spending (CDS)
Requests in West Virginia.

“As a member of the Sen-
ate Appropriations Commit-
tee, I advocate every day for
West Virginia priorities to
ensure we have the support
needed to take care of our
people and communities. I
am pleased that in the last
year, West Virginia has re-
ceived more than $2.4 billion
to support our health centers,
combat the drug epidemic,
promote quality, affordable
housing, expand broadband
across the state and much
more,” said Senator
Manchin. “I fought tirelessly
to include billions of dollars
in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022
omnibus to help West Vir-
ginia communities and invest
in our future, and West Vir-
ginia can expect to receive
billions of dollars more in
historic investments in the
years to come thanks to the
Inflation Reduction Act and
other important packages. As
we begin a new year, I look
forward to seeing the posi-
tive impacts these incredible
investments will have on the
Mountain State, and I will
continue fighting for re-
sources to help West Virginia
grow and thrive.”

Below are funding totals
from agencies and depart-
ments and highlighted
awards West Virginia re-

ceived: 
U.S. Department of 

Transportation (DOT)
Senator Manchin secured

$982.5 million in DOT fund-
ing to upgrade West Vir-
ginia’s roads, bridges, high-
ways, airports and public
transportation to improve
safety and efficiency for
West Virginians and Ameri-
cans traveling to and within
the state. 

• On August 10, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$20.4 million for infrastruc-
ture improvement projects,
including street upgrades and
pedestrian paths, in Morgan-
town and Wheeling. 

• On July 11, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced $15
million to support the con-
struction of a new terminal
building at the North Central
West Virginia Airport (CKB)
in Harrison County. This was
made possible through the
Airport Terminals Program,
a new grant program estab-
lished by Senator Manchin
through the passage of the
Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law. 

• On April 7, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced
$24.8 million through the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law
to bolster public transporta-
tion across West Virginia.

U.S. Department of
Health and Human 

Services (HHS)
Senator Manchin secured

$321.5 million in HHS fund-
ing to improve health serv-
ices for West Virginians,
especially in rural communi-
ties across the state. The
funding included resources
to combat the drug epidemic
and expand access to sub-
stance use disorder treatment
and prevention services, as
well as support Black Lung
health services. 

• On December 2, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$18.7 million to help West
Virginia strengthen its criti-
cal public health infrastruc-
ture. 

• On October 11, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$44.3 million to increase ac-
cess to treatment, prevention

and recovery services for in-
dividuals struggling with
substance use disorder in
West Virginia.

• On July 20, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced $2.1
million for the Black Lung
and Coal Miner Clinics Pro-
gram in West Virginia.

U.S. Department of 
Education

Senator Manchin secured
$278.8 million in Depart-
ment of Education funding to
bolster West Virginia educa-
tional institutions, from ele-
mentary schools to graduate
research programs, including
Upward Bound, GEAR UP
and additional important pro-
grams. 

• On October 6, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$5.7 million to support safer
and healthier learning envi-
ronments for K-12 students.

• On July 18, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced
$658K to support three West
Virginia higher education in-
stitutions.

• On May 24, 2022, Sen-
ator Manchin announced
$3.4 million for Upward
Bound Programs at six West
Virginia colleges and univer-
sities.

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency

(FEMA)
Senator Manchin secured

$196.3 million in FEMA
funding to address severe
storms, flooding and other
weather events impacting the
state, along with continued
investments to reimburse
costs accrued in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
FEMA funds help ensure
West Virginia is prepared for
any disaster or emergency
that comes our way.

• On November 15, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$33.7 million for three West
Virginia healthcare providers
to help reimburse costs ac-
crued in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

• On October 31, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$26.6 million to help rebuild
Herbert Hoover High School
in Elkview, which was criti-
cally damaged by the 2016

severe floods.
• On January 4, 2022,

Senator Manchin announced
$1 million to support flood
mitigation at Beech Bottom. 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)

Senator Manchin secured
$180.6 million in USDA
funding to support West Vir-
ginia’s farmers, ranchers and
agricultural producers, up-
grade water and wastewater
infrastructure, combat food
insecurity and more.

• On December 22, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
up to $4.7 million for a live-
stock systems management
project through West Vir-
ginia University.

• On July 12, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced an
estimated $99.8 million to
provide a payment of $391
for approximately 255,280
West Virginia children to ac-
cess healthy food and meals
during the summer months.

• On April 21, 2022, Sen-
ator Manchin announced
$14.1 million for twelve
West Virginia projects that
will bolster flood protection,
upgrade dam infrastructure
and protect water quality
across the state.

U.S. Economic
Development

Administration (EDA)
Senator Manchin secured

$132.1 million in EDA fund-
ing to boost economic devel-
opment, especially for our
coal communities, create
good-paying, long term jobs
and promote business
growth to spur economic op-
portunity for all West Vir-
ginians.

• On September 22, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$5.3 million for the Mason
County Public Service Dis-
trict to support the construc-
tion of a new wastewater
treatment plant to serve the
Nucor steel mill and sur-
rounding communities. This
funding was made possible
through the Coal Communi-
ties program, which Senator
Manchin successfully fought
to include in the American
Rescue Plan. 

Year in Review: Manchin secures more
than $2.4 billion for West Virginia  

see Manchin pg 5



Alicia Tallman
atallman@newriver.edu

Take the first steps
to your new future!
Spring 2023 Rolling Start

Courses begin February 27.
We can help you with 

admissions, financial aid,
registration and more!

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

NO automated phone system
– you’ll  always talk directly to pharmacy staff during business hours!

• Next day availability on medications or OTCs
not in stock • Over-the-counter items

• Easy prescription transfers
• Health and personal care products

• Coffee Shop • Gifts 

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

People you know. 
Service you expect!

Quin Hatfield and  Amy Kelley

Download our App!

PCHS 
Lady Warriors

PINK
OUT

Saturday, Feb. 11

2 p.m. • PCHS Gymnasium
Varsity Only
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I’d heard…
It praised…
By drug store clerks…
I tried the stuff…
Hot dog! It works.
Burma-Shave

My cheek…
Says she…
Feels smooth as satin…
Ha! Ha! Says he…
That’s mine you’re pattin’.
Burma-Shave

A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

1. There is a presidential
library in Abilene, Kansas. It
is the library, museum and
boyhood home of which
U. S. president?

2. There is a town in Eng-
land, actually a suburb of
London, where a geographi-
cal reference line passes
through the Royal Observa-
tory. It is home of the Prime
Meridian – or 0 longitude.
Name this city.

3. What candy, dropped
into a 2-liter Diet Coke will
make it erupt like a geyser?

4. Who was Neil Diamond
referring to when he sang
“It’s growing strong… It was
in the spring, then spring be-
came the summer, who’d
have believed you’d come
along?”

TRIVIA – a little
something to
think about

Courtesy of Chuck Cornell

Finding Xiao Ming
Di Yibufen (Part One)

China, October 1949

Following a decades-
long civil war in main-
land China, the

Communist Party, led by
Mao Zedong, ousted the Na-
tionalist government under
the leadership of Chiang Kai
Shek. Some two to three mil-
lion people with ties to the
Nationalist regime fled to
Taiwan, where the establish-
ment of a provisional gov-
ernment was underway.

The sudden diaspora cre-
ated panic and fear as thou-
sands of Chinese converged
on southern port cities trying
to escape ahead of the Peo-
ple’s Army. In the mad rush
to get on boats to Taiwan and
Hong Kong, many were sep-
arated from their families,
sometimes even their young
children.

Four-year-old Xiao Ming
was one of the unfortunate
children physically separated
from her mother in the
chaos. The little girl was un-
able to escape the country
with her mother and baby
brother.

It was believed at the time
that the Nationalists would
eventually prevail and the
refugees could return to the
family members left behind.
Of course, that didn’t happen
and China’s doors shut to the
outside world for several
decades.  

As Xiao Ming grew up,
living through the brutal
communist pogroms and de-
meaning punishment, she
never knew how or why she
was abandoned. 

What follows is a story
about a loving mother who
loses her daughter and 39
years later finds her, only to
lose her again. 

This is a true story. I can
affirm this, for I was there.

Columbus, Ohio 1988
In the fall of 1988, I was

invited to attend the Beijing
Language Institute to study
Mandarin in the People’s Re-
public of China. After be-
coming friends with visiting
Chinese scholars in the pre-
vious two years, this unique
opportunity became avail-
able to me.

I had no intentions what-
soever of staying at the
school for more than a cou-
ple of weeks; it was just a
means to an end. Having al-
ready studied Mandarin for
several years, my fluency in
Mandarin was sufficient to
get around and occasionally
get into trouble.

My real purpose in going
to this immense country was
to obtain permission to
mountain climb in the
rugged and remote Tien
Shan Mountains of North-
west China. 

That, and eat as much Chi-
nese food as I could.

So an unexpected proposal
made to me by a Chinese
family in Columbus, Ohio,
some months before I de-
parted for China, sounded
like a great side adventure at
the time.

The family asked me to
accompany Xiao Ming’s
mother, who was in her early
sixties, on a journey to re-
unite with her daughter. They
arranged for Lao Taitai to
meet me in Beijing two
weeks after my arrival. We
would then plan our search
for her daughter.

In my naïveté, I imagined
the two of us boarding a lux-
uriously appointed train and
watching the beautiful Chi-
nese landscape go by. We
would spend the hours trav-
eling, sipping oolong tea and
nibbling on almond cookies.

In this dreamed-up fan-
tasy, I further imagined that
upon arrival at our destina-
tion, we would simply in-
quire at the local post office
as to where we might find
Xiao Ming. 

After securing her address,

we would stop by a flower
shop and, after strolling a
few blocks along a quaint
tree-lined street, arrive at
Xiao Ming’s front door with
a bouquet of roses. 

In this charming scene
right out of Hollywood, the
mother would finally return
to her long-lost daughter.
Xiao Ming’s neighbors and
even passers-by on the side-
walk would begin clapping.
Old ladies would openly cry
out of joy, and even the stoic
men would fight back their
tears.

However, as we all know,
these idealized presumptions
generally shatter in the face
of reality. Little did I know
then this “side adventure”
would be a profound experi-
ence that would completely
change my travel plans and,
ultimately, my life.

Another country, 
another world

Having arrived in Beijing,
China, in the middle of the
night after 24 hours on four

NOTE THE BOUND feet of the elderly lady. There were
still survivors of this brutal remnant of male domination
in 1988. I talked to several of these women who could
only shuffle around on their intentionally deformed feet.
This was done to keep women at home – and in the
kitchen.

For Your
ConsiderationKen Springer

LAO TAITAI, MOTHER of Xiao Ming, left, with her
long lost daughter. Note Xiao Ming’s smaller stature re-
sulting from government-imposed privations.    Ken
Springer photos

see Your pg 9

American Pickers
plans to film epi-
sodes of its show in

West Virginia in March
2023. 

American Pickers is a
documentary series that ex-
plores the world of antique
“picking” and airs on The
History Channel. The show
follows skilled pickers as
they hunt for America’s
most valuable antiques. 

As they hit the back
roads from coast to coast,
the Pickers are on a mission

to recycle and rescue for-
gotten relics. Along the
way, they want to meet
characters with remarkable
and exceptional items. 

The show is looking for
leads for possible subjects.
If you or someone you
know has a large, private
collection or accumulation
of antiques that the Pickers
can spend the better part of
the day looking through,
you may contact them at
americanpickers@cine
flix.com or call 646-493-
2184.

American Pickers to
film in West Virginia



Pocahontas County
Homeland Security
and Emergency Man-

agement director Michael
O’Brien provided the fol-
lowing report of the 8,433
calls received by the 911
Center during the year of
2021. 

(2022 report will be pub-
lished later.)

Nature of Call / 
Total Calls Received

911 ABD, Open – Hang up
– 400

Accidental Dial – 122
Law Enforcement – Ani-

mal Control – 223
Assist Other Agency – 22
Accident with Injuries –

123
Auto Accident – 127
Law Enforcement –

Breaking and Entering – 59
DNR Bear Damage – 2
Law Enforcement – Be on

the Lookout – 40
Fire – Brush – 21
Child Neglect/Abuse – 1
Law Enforcement – Citi-

zen Assist, non-emergency –
269

Law Enforcement – Citi-
zens Assist – 38

Destruction of Property –

20
DNR –  Violation Com-

plaint – 31
DOA/Unattended Death –

18
Law Enforcement – Do-

mestic – 156
Law Enforcement – Drug

Complaint – 17
DVP Violation – 35
Fire – Alarm in Elevator –

990
Alarm – Fire – 160
Fire – Other – 68
Law Enforcement – Fraud

– 17
Law Enforcement – Gen-

eral Alarm – 137
Fire – Hazmat Incident  –

1
Highway Traffic Hazard –

196
Law Enforcement – Home

Confinement – 10
Law Enforcement – Homi-

cide – 1
Information/Notice – 151
Law Enforcement – Crim-

inal Investigation – 29
Theft of Property – 81
Law Enforcement – Gen-

eral Complaint – 1,009

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Green Box winter hours:

Wednesdays and Saturdays,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, 1
to 4 p.m.

MEETINGS
Pocahontas County

Emergency Planning Com-
mittee Tuesday, January 31,
2 p.m. at McClintic Library
in Marlinton. The public is
invited. The agenda will be
posted Wednesday, January
25, at the Office of Emer-
gency Management, 1008
Jury Street in Marlinton. For

more information, call 304-
799-3985.

Allegheny Post 117 Tues-
day, February 7, 6 p.m. at the
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. All members are encour-
aged to attend.

EVENT
FREE Community Din-

ner, Thursday, January 26,
5 to 6:30 p.m. Chili and
cornbread, at Marlinton
Presbyterian Church. Spon-
sored by local churches and
community volunteers.

Game Night at Green

Bank Public Library, Fri-
day, January 27, at 6 p.m.
Board games, card games
and video games, plus
snacks and prizes. Bring
your own Nintendo Switch
controller if you have one.
RSVP by phone to 304-456-
4507. 

Grow Appalachia Gar-
den Planning, Tuesday, Jan-
uary 31, 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
McClintic Library.

Winter Tree ID Walk,
Saturday, February 4, 2 to 4
p.m. at Yew Mountain Cen-
ter. $5 suggested donation.

Register at yewmountain.org

PARKS AND REC
All activities are at the

Community Wellness Center,
unless otherwise noted.

Arts and Crafts at
Durbin Library, Thursday,
January 26, from 4 to 5:30
p.m. 

Circuit Training, Mon-
days and Wednesdays, 5 to 6
p.m. 

Jiggle, Wiggle and Gig-
gle, creative movement for

Asian Pork and 
Noodle Soup

1 pound pork, boneless sir-
loin or loin, cut into 1/2 inch
pieces

2 cloves garlic, finely
chopped 

1 Tbsp. ginger root, thinly
sliced or chopped

2 -14 oz. cans chicken
broth

2 cups water 
2 Tbsp. soy sauce or

Braggs Amino Acids
4 oz. uncooked egg noo-

dles or thin spaghetti
1 bunch green onions,

sliced - reserve green onion
tops for garnish. 

1 medium carrot, peeled,
thinly sliced

1 cup celery, thinly sliced 
1/2 cup sliced mushrooms
1 small red pepper,

chopped 
2 cups fresh spinach

leaves
Spray 3-quart saucepan

with cooking spray or 2 tsp.
vegetable oil.   Heat over
med-high heat.  

Add pork, garlic and gin-
ger root; stir fry 3 to 5 min-
utes or until pork is brown. 

Stir in broth, water and soy
sauce.   Heat to boiling; re-
duce heat.   Simmer uncov-
ered 5 minutes. 

Stir in noodles, onion, car-
rot, celery, mushrooms and
red pepper. Simmer uncov-
ered 10 minutes or until noo-
dles are tender. 

Stir in spinach; cook until
heated through.  

Divide among 4 or 5
bowls.  

Sprinkle with green onion
tops.

For questions or to share a
recipe, contact Sally at Sallys
pocahontaskitchen@gmail.com
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Letter to the Editor

911 Center 2021 Year in Review

Community Calendar

Northern Pocahontas 
Community Wellness

Please join us for our

GRAND
OPENING

Tuesday, 
January 31,
6 - 7:30 p.m

in the Annex behind Green

Bank Elementary/Middle School
Refreshments served - all are welcome!

Come by and sign up for a wellness center mem-
bership and check out the facilities. Learn how you

can volunteer or serve as a board member!

Open 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Mon. - Fri.

Please join us for a Medical Fundraiser
for Natalie Workman
Saturday, January 28, 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Marlinton Wellness Center

Food, Crafts, Cakewalk and Basket Raffle!
Come join us for a fun day. 

Thank You for your Support !

Blake & Boone
Accounting Corporation

Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

• Business & Individual Tax Preparation
• Estate Planning

• Bookkeeping Services

304-799-6661 or 304-497-3192

Third Ave. Marlinton, 2nd floor
(across from Southern States) 

Maxwelton Rt. 219 N.

GILARDI TAX SERVICES
1346 Thornwood Road, Bartow, WV 24920

304-456-4787  gilarditaxservices@live.com
Monday – Sunday by appointment only

Monthly/Quarterly Reports Preparation
Notary Public • Accounting & Payroll

New Accounts Welcome!
More than 30 years’ experience.

References available.

Let your Tax Professional help!
Receive your refund – by direct deposit,

cashier’s check, or GO2 Bank Card!
Fast Cash ADVANCE available

until March 17, 2023.

see Calendar pg 9
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THE GREAT HORNED OWL
Far from the lonely ridges
Rolling through night’s black pall
Eerie and sad, hollow, haunting
I hear the hoot owl call.

“Witches moving,” cry the children.
“Bad weather,” the rustic sage.
“Hard winter,” groans the prophet.
“Signs of death,” croaks withered age.

But I stand in the darkened valley
And hark to his lonely call
As his solemn bass rolls downward
Out from the ridges tall.

I do not call him prophet,
Thing of evil, sage or seer.
He’s a part of the mystic night-time
And his voice I love to hear.

~ W. E. Blackhurst, from Afterglow

Poetry Corner

2023 Webinars 
Register at bit.ly/2023

WVUAgWebinars
Our Palates, Our Plants,

Our Animals, Ourselves,
Thursday February 2,
7 p.m.

Fred Provenza will outline
his decades of research re-
garding the inherent nutri-
tional wisdom of livestock
species and their ability to
select the most appropriate
forage species for their needs
at a given time. He is the au-
thor of three books, includ-
ing Nourishment: What
Animals Can Teach Us about
Rediscovering Our Nutri-

tional Wisdom; Foraging Be-
havior: Managing to Survive
in a World of Change; and
The Art and Science of Shep-
herding: Tapping the Wis-
dom of French Herders
(co-author with Michel
Meuret) 

February Dinner 
Regional Meeting 

Tuesday, February 21,
6:30 p.m. at the WVU Build-
ing at the WV State Fair
Grounds. Topic:   Rural
Stress to attend, contact Josh
Peplowski at the Greenbrier

What’s
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

Greg Hamons, Luci Mosesso, Connie Burns
You Can Count On Us! 304-799-4852

Extension Service ~ Pocahontas County

see WVU pg 10

To the Editor:
Well it looks like our gov-

ernor, Big Jim Justice, is
doing it again.  He’s ram-
ming a plan through the leg-
islature in Charleston to cut
the state income tax by 50%.
As one of the richest politi-
cians in West Virginia this

would be a big payoff for
him.  Maybe he needs the
extra money, I don’t know.
But if Big Jim wanted to
burn through the State’s
budget why not cut the sales
tax instead?  A sales tax cut
would help everyone — not
just the most wealthy — and

even be a boost for local
businesses.  Or how about a
compromise: a smaller sales
tax cut and increased funding
for our schools, child care
and EMT services.  That
would be an investment in
the future of the State and
would pay off year after year.

It won’t make Big Jim any
richer, but if he’s really feel-
ing poor and needs a wind-
fall he can always buy a
lottery ticket.   Get in line,
Jim.

Sincerely,
F.J. Lockman

Green Bank, WV



items and hand-knitted hats.
“We try to carry a lot of

local things here,” Cochran
said.

Next to the gift shop area
and coffee bar is a cozy sit-
ting area with chairs and a
couch for guests who wish to
enjoy their coffee and baked
goods, which are also locally
sourced.

“We get cinnamon rolls
and scones from Shirley
Doolittle in Green Bank, and
then I go over to Jackson
River Bakery to get donuts
and fried pies there,”
Cochran said. “Everybody
knows we have fresh pastries
on Fridays, so Fridays and
Saturdays we get really busy
with everybody coming in to
get the fresh stuff.”

The sitting area is by the
Prayer Wall, where guests
can take a tag and write a
prayer or prayers to be in-
cluded on the wall. Tags
adorn the wall with well
wishes and prayers of all
kinds. There is also a daily
Bible verse shared on a
chalkboard hung next to the
prayers.

Upstairs, the store has a
variety of sections, including
shoes, pajamas and slippers,
Christmas and kids. There is
also a bargain bin section for
items that will no longer be
available at the store.

“There are a few items we
might carry, but they wanted
to downsize a little and just
not go with everything that
[Minghini] had,” Cochran
explained. “In the beginning
it was just overwhelming, so
they said, ‘we’re just going
to downsize, take our time
deciding what we want and
what we don’t want to
carry.’”

With that said, there is
room for additions to the
store. Cochran said she
hopes to add a camping sec-
tion and there is a portion of
the upstairs that, for the time
being, is storage and her of-
fice, hidden behind to beauti-
ful sliding barn doors.

From the upstairs, visitors
get a better view of a display
above the entrance. It’s a col-
lage of photos with the
words “Forever Snowshoe”
on a rustic wooden back-
ground. The photos are of
members of the Snowshoe
area community who have

passed away.
The center photo is Bobby

Minghini, who passed away
October 10, 2022.

“Bobby was my boy,”
Cochran said. “I’d known
him since he was little and
loved him dearly. Out of re-
spect for Beryl and Bob and
Jarod, I asked Pete if we
could put a picture of Bobby
on the wall and he’s like, ‘Oh
yeah, that’s a great idea. In
fact, why don’t we just make
a memory wall?’

“That’s what we did,” she
continued. “We know that
everybody’s not up there. We
just want to pay our respect.
I’ve been on the mountain in
some capacity since 1989
and there’s been a lot of loss,
like there is in any commu-
nity.”

Bobby and Jarod were
both so excited for the new
chapter in the life of the store
and were going to help Beryl
clean out the items she

wanted. Sadly, Bobby died a
week before they were to
come to the shop. Although
he never saw the new shop,
he is still part of it and is one
of the many Snowshoe fam-
ily members to be honored
on the memory wall.

Jarod and Beryl did make
the trip and gathered what
they wanted to keep from the
Why Not Shop. Six weeks
later, the Snowshoe Hare
opened and has been a wel-
coming addition to the com-
munity.

Cochran said she is happy
to see the community’s re-
sponse to the shop and feels
that it has returned to being a
hot spot it was years ago.

“It’s been heartwarming to
have community people
stopping in,” she said. “I
know the very first weekend
we were open, we had four
or five different couples and
families from Marlinton
drive over. 

“We have a cool little
community and they do a lot
over at Linwood,” she added.
“This is in addition to it. We
want everybody in the com-
munity and all of our guests
to feel welcome.”

It took hard work and six
weeks, but it seems the shop
has returned to being the
place to be in the Snowshoe
area.

“I think it’s a great part of
the community,” Cochran
said. “Pete and Dave are all
about the community and
being open and inviting and
welcoming. You want a place
for people to come and feel
welcome. Our whole county
is like that. Green Bank has
it. Marlinton has it. We want
Snowshoe to have it, too.”

The Snowshoe Hare is
open Monday through Wed-
nesday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday,
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday,
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“His name comes from
what I consider the founda-
tional components of Rotary
– Membership, Community
Service, Public Image, Foun-
dation Giving and Fun,” he
said. “If you’re having those
things in your club, then
you’re doing well. You’re
going to have a successful
club.”

In addition to being a time
to brainstorm ways to impact
the club, the meeting was
also a celebration. McCarthy
assisted Marlinton Rotary
President Kenny Woods in
presenting a Paul Harris Fel-
low award to member Tim
McClung.

“It recognizes Rotarians or
non-Rotarians who are either
contributing or have demon-
strated a consistent and valu-
able contribution consistent
with Rotary’s mission,” Mc-
Carthy said.

McClung received a med-
al, lapel pin and plaque for
his continued service as a
Rotarian.

Woods also inducted new
members Ryan Jackson,
Kristen Beverage and Dustin
Simmons.

“You three have been
elected to membership of
this club because your fellow
members believe you to be
worthy representatives of
your calling and also possess

qualities that will permit you
to exemplify the true spirit of
Rotary to your public, busi-
ness, social and private
lives,” Woods said.

“I wish to impress upon
you that you’ve been admit-
ted not only to the Rotary
Club of Marlinton, but also
to a worldwide association
and by virtue of your mem-
bership in this club, you will
be welcomed into the fellow-
ship of any Rotary Club in
the world,” he added.

McCarthy also addressed
the new members and wel-
comed them to the organiza-
tion.

“To the new folks who are
just joining Rotary, you have
a world of opportunity here,”
he said. “We need your
ideas. Rotary will grow be-
cause we adapt, and it’s how
we make that difference in
the community that’s going
to make the difference to all
of us. Each of you has ideas
that will help us make a
greater impact within the
community, so speak up, be
active and I look forward to
seeing more from the Mar-
linton Club.”

Woods also presented a
special award to Joe Smith
for his diligent work as the
club’s historian. Woods said
Smith spent countless hours
gathering the history of the
Marlinton Club and contin-
ues to add the club’s activi-
ties to the record. Woods
presented a Rotary Historian
lapel pin to Smith.

Taking orders for 16-week old 

Red Sex Link 

PULLETS
Brown egg
producers.

Ready to lay.
Delivery late May.

WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

ORDER
NOW –

Marlinton Co-op
719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523

We sold out
last year - and eggs ain’t

getting any cheaper!

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV
304-456-4505

Quality Service – Affordable rates,
starting at $375 • Certified, Licensed

Installation & Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54‐93‐0015

Lucas Faulknier     •     304.651.6380
eightriverscontracting@gmail.com

Marlinton, wv  24954 WV059577

Now booking for
Spring/Summer 2023

WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

Behavioral Health Clinic • 304-799-1075
Monday  Friday 8 a.m.  4:30 p.m. at the Soriano Office Building.
Treatment for adjustment issues, rela�onships, addic�ons of all types,
depression and anxiety. Family therapy with adolescents now available.

Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab 304-799-7400, ext. 1054
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at PMH
Medically supervised rehabilita�on programs for those diagnosed with chronic
lung disease (pulmonary) or with heart disease or had a heart procedure or
surgery (cardiac).

Rehabilitation Services • 304-799-1015
Monday  Friday at PMH and Cass. 
Services also available at Richwood  please call for days/�mes.
Providing physical, occupa�onal and speech therapies and dry needling.

Wound Care Clinic • 304-799-7400

Friday at PMH in the Pulmonology Clinic building.
Providing chronic wound management, treatment for ulcers, burns, skin
lesions, removal of small lumps and bumps (i.e. skin tags) with provider
discre�on.

Infusion Clinic • 304-799-7400, ext. 2610
Monday  Friday at PMH
IV therapies, blood and medical transfusions, allergy injec�ons, canceradjunct
therapies, rou�ne medical injec�ons and more.

OUTPATIENT CLINICS
Commi�ed to excellence in communitybased healthcare,
keeping YOU close to home.

Your Health is Our Priority
Duncan Road, off US 219 North • 3047997400 • www.pmhwv.org

Emergency Department Open 24 hours a day

REAL ESTATE SERVICE IN POCAHONTAS AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

LANDWV.COM

174 NORTHRIDGE DR, LEWISBURG WV 24901 
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

304-645-1242TOM JOHNSON,
BROKER 

Rotary,
from page 1

Hare, 
from page 1
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Lauren Bennett, director of
Parks and Recreation, said
“the money we all get is used
for the benefit of the public.”
Rebinski replied that he rec-
ognizes that, but there are
other organizations out there
that also serve the public,
many of which are also tied
into tourism, but those are
not included in the present
distribution system.  

Helmick summed things
up by saying “change is in-
evitable, but the county
won’t be hurting these
groups.”  

Herb Barlow of the Mar-
linton VFD said that there
needs to be a county-wide
Fire/EMS Fee, but he is con-
cerned that people in the
southern part of the county
won’t want to pay a fee for a
service that is only provided
in the northern part of the
county. Rebinski said that the
initial $170,000 would only
be a starting point for the
program, which would begin
in the northern part of the
county, then move south. 

Bill McNeel questioned if
the commission can legally
distribute Hotel/Motel Tax
money in the manner pro-
posed by Rebinski.

Commissioner Jamie Wal-
ker pointed out that tourism
and EMS are connected since
when there are major tourism
events occurring in the
county, fire/EMS calls corre-
spondingly increase, increas-
ing the strain on the
volunteer system. Walker
suggested that people run-
ning these events should also

be responsible for financially
supporting EMS. He said he
tends to favor staying with a
percentage system for dis-
tributing the tax funds.

At the January 17 regular
county commission meeting,
Margaret Worth addressed
the commission – Commis-
sioner John Rebinski in par-
ticular – saying that she
found the discussion during
the special meeting “vulgar
and disconcerting,” referring
to Rebinski’s “rant.” She said
Rebinski had attacked the
representatives of those or-
ganizations receiving a per-
centage of the tax funding,
and that he didn’t seem to
recognize the value of the
work they do for the commu-
nity. Worth said she had no
problem with beefing up
EMS, or even adjusting the
way the Hotel/Motel Tax is
distributed, but does have a
problem with the “tone” of
that meeting, and also has a
problem with using the
COVID money to build a
courthouse annex when EMS
is in trouble and could use
that money. She also sug-
gested that instead of build-
ing a new 911 Center near
the hospital, it should be re-
located to the existing empty
office building in the Edray
Industrial Park.

Rebinski acknowledged
his “rant” at the special meet-
ing, but said that it needed to
be said because he has been
falsely accused of trying to
hurt tourism with his propos-
als, which upsets him be-
cause it is untrue. 

Rebinski said that the
Edray building was consid-
ered as a 911 Center but
ruled out as not being practi-

cal. He also said that the
county has needed a new 911
Center and courthouse annex
for many years, and the
COVID money is the only
way those will ever be built,
so they will be built.

Rebinski added that those
organizations receiving a
percentage of the Hotel/
Motel Tax will be fine, even
with his proposed distribu-
tion change, but will only
lose that extra money coming
in every year as the tax rev-
enues rapidly grow. He said
those organizations “are not
entitled to that money, but we
will give them the opportu-
nity to justify it by submit-
ting a budget request.”

In addition, at the January
17 regular meeting, Dave
Sharp, an Engineer with the
Podesta Company, which
was hired to do a feasibility
study on the PMH’s water
and sewer projects, said
those studies have been com-
pleted.

Regarding the sewer proj-
ect, he said there were three
options:

1. Connecting the sewer-
age lines from the hospital
and the school to the Marlin-
ton sewer system via a grav-
ity flow pipeline down the
hill and connecting it to the
Marlinton sewer system at a
manhole located near the
hospital entrance at U.S. 219.
The cost is estimated to be
$2.94 million and  some res-
idences on Beard Heights
might connect to it.

2. Relocate the present
treatment sewerage plant
(which needs to be replaced,
because the lease will not be
renewed.) The new plant
would be moved to Buckeye

and would discharge the
treated water into Swago
Creek. The estimated cost of
this would be $2.16 million
but would not include any
new customers.

3. Relocate the current
plant to the far side of Buck-
eye and discharge the treated
water into the Greenbrier
River. This would allow the
residents of Buckeye to hook
into the system. This option
has an estimated cost of
$3.77 million.

Regarding the water sys-
tem there were also three op-
tions presented.

1. Do nothing, but the cur-
rent well system is not reli-
able, so this is impractical.

2. Connect to the Marlin-
ton water system at the
booster station near the mu-
seum and pipe the water up
the hill to the hospital and
school, at an estimated cost
of $2.13 million 

3. Upgrade the present
water system by drilling a
new well and upgrade the
present water treatment
plant. This option is esti-
mated to cost $650,000.

The commission will make
decisions on these proposals
at a later date.

In other business:
• approved a drawdown of

$43,220 from the Pocahontas
County ARC Broadband
grant to pay Thompson and
Litton invoices and pay the
attorney fees for negotiating
the Organization and Mainte-
nance agreement with
CityNet.

• received updated finan-
cial information from Brenda
Harmon of the Artisan’s Co-
op regarding their “for pro-
fit” subsidiary corporation.

Topics, from
page 1



• On August 24, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$5.3 million to support con-
struction of a new conference
and events center and work-
force development facility in
Elkins, which was also
funded through the EDA’s
Coal Communities program
in the American Rescue Plan.

• On July 18, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced $4.6
million to build the new
Mylan Park Regional BMX
facility for BMX racing
tracks and an all-inclusive
wheel park in Morgantown.
This was funded through the
Travel, Tourism, and Out-
door Recreation program in
the American Rescue Plan. 

U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD)

Senator Manchin secured
$69.7 million in HUD fund-
ing to ensure every West Vir-
ginian has access to quality,
safe, affordable housing, no
matter where they live. 

• On May 16, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced
$37.7 million for twenty
West Virginia housing au-
thorities to expand rental as-
sistance, address substance
use disorder and support
other programs to help West
Virginians currently experi-
encing homelessness or
housing instability, especially
children and youth.

• On March 16, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$9.3 million for nineteen or-
ganizations across West Vir-
ginia to help quickly rehouse
individuals and families cur-
rently experiencing home-
lessness. The programs also
support adults and youth
fleeing domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual as-
sault and stalking.

• On January 13, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$3.5 million to support
twenty affordable rental units
for high-need elderly house-

holds in eastern West Vir-
ginia. 

Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC)

Senator Manchin secured
$37.9 million in ARC fund-
ing to strengthen economic
growth throughout the state,
including through broadband
expansion, job and education
training and efforts to boost
West Virginia’s outdoor
recreation and tourism econ-
omy. 

• On December 16, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$2.5 million for renovations
to the Minnie Hamilton Hos-
pital in Grantsville. 

• On October 3, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$5.7 million for three West
Virginia projects that will
construct a waterline exten-
sion in Clay County, conduct
a land development study
along Corridor H and support
tourism and recreation-re-
lated businesses across the
state.

• On May 31, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced $1.5
million for the City of Ripley
to upgrade and improve its
sewer connections. 

U.S. Department of 

Justice (DOJ)
Senator Manchin secured

$37.8 million in DOJ funding
to bolster public safety for all
West Virginians, including
through expanding substance
use disorder treatment and
prevention programs, pro-
moting school safety and
strengthening law enforce-
ment capabilities.

• On November 9, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$478K to promote Internet
safety for West Virginia chil-
dren and help prosecute sex-
ual predators who operate on
the Internet. 

• On October 7, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$6.3 million for seven West
Virginia law enforcement
programs to develop and ac-
quire effective technologies,
equipment and interoperable
communications to bolster
crime prevention and re-
sponse across the state.

• On September 19, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$4 million for three West Vir-
ginia public safety programs
aimed at preventing and ad-
dressing domestic violence,
dating violence, sexualas-
sault and stalking, as well as

enhancing victim safety and
services.

U.S. Federal 
Communications 

Commission (FCC)
Senator Manchin secured

$15.5 million in FCC Emer-
gency Connectivity Fund
(ECF) funding, as a portion
of the total FCC funds, to ex-
pand reliable, affordable
broadband and telehealth
services to promote the full
participation of all West Vir-
ginians in today’s digital
economy.

• On June 16, 2022, Sena-
tor Manchin announced $5
million to help West Virginia
schools, libraries and educa-
tional organizations purchase
laptops and tablets, Wi-Fi
hotspots, modems, routers
and broadband connections
for students, staff and library
visitors.

• On March 10, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
West Virginia will receive
$247.6 million over the next
decade to expand broadband

access to 79,391 locations
across West Virginia.

• On February 8, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
$899K for four healthcare
providers to expand quality
telehealth services
Congressionally Directed
Spending (CDS) Requests

Senator Manchin secured
$166.9 million in CDS re-
quests for 88 critical projects
across the state. As a member
of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, Senator Manchin
works to ensure taxpayer dol-
lars are allocated to priorities
that benefit all West Virgini-
ans, boost economic growth
and support the needs of
communities across the
Mountain State while re-
maining fiscally responsible.

• On November 17, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
that Community Care of
West Virginia will receive
$1.2 million to help
strengthen behavioral and
mental healthcare services
for young West Virginians in

several rural counties across
North Central West Virginia.

• On September 30, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
the Marshall University Cen-
ter of Excellence for Recov-
ery will receive $4.9 million
to support its efforts to help
West Virginians suffering
from substance use disorder
or behavioral health issues.

• On August 15, 2022,
Senator Manchin announced
West Virginia University
(WVU) will receive $930K
to develop and equip a mo-
bile wastewater-testing labo-
ratory for use across West
Virginia. The mobile lab will
help forecast infectious dis-
ease outbreaks and detect
where drug misuse may be
widespread.

Manchin,
from page 2

Lottie Revis
Lottie Jane Alderman

Revis, 83, of Craigsville,
Virginia, a beloved mother,
grandmother and friend,
peacefully passed away
Wednesday, January 11,
2023, after a brief but heroic
battle with cancer.  

Born on June 18, 1939, in
Minnehaha Springs, she was
a daughter of the late Samuel
and Selma Smith Alder-
man.  

She attended schools in
Marlinton, but ultimately
graduated in June 1957 from
Royal Oaks George A. Don-
dero High School in Royal
Oaks, Michigan.   She en-
listed in the Woman’s Army
Corp in December 1957 and
served until her honorable
discharge in January 1960
due to her marriage.   Al-
though her service and mar-
riage took her to places all
over the country and world,
Lottie remained close to her
beloved West Virginia.  She
cherished her immediate
family, brothers and sisters,
nieces, nephews and cousins
throughout her years, as ge-
nealogy and family ancestry
became her passion.   All
who knew Lottie, knew of
her extreme wit, knowledge
of forest and fauna and love
of studying history. She
never met a stranger and
loved inciting conversation.
She was without a doubt un-
forgettable.

Lottie was preceded in
death by her ex-husband,
James Revis; brothers Robert
Alderman, James Alderman,
Charles Alderman, Bernard
Alderman and Donald
MacPherson; sisters, Eliza-
beth Martin and Mary Tur-
ley. 

She is survived by a son,
James Revis II, of Virginia
Beach, Virginia; daughter,
Jennifer Revis Knight (Don-
ald), of Craigsville, Virginia;
granddaughter, Catherine
Knight Johnson (Mark), and

grandson, Anthony Knight
(Amber), all of Stuarts Draft,
Virginia; grandson, Andrew
Knight, of Craigsville, Vir-
ginia; granddaughter, Kelly
Revis Bailey, of South Car-
olina; seven great-grandchil-
dren, Joshua, Aidan and
Tristan Johnson, Logan and
Ryan Knight, Gabriel Knight
and Eva Grace Bailey; two
great-great-grandchildren,
Jasper and Olivia Johnson;
sisters, Lorraine Alderman,
of Michigan, and Alvonia
Smith, of New York; and
brother; Douglas MacPher-
son, of Richmond, Virginia.
Additionally, she leaves her
neighbor, James Revis’s
wife, Linda; her dear child-
hood friend, Jim Mason; and
her beloved dog and daily
companion, Dink. Her nurse
Laura was near and dear to
her heart, as well.  

A private family service
was held in her honor,
graveside, at Riverside Cem-
etery.   Pallbearers were
James Revis II, Donald
Knight, Mark Johnson,
Joshua Johnson, Logan
Knight and Jim Mason.
Honorary Pallbearers were
Jennifer Knight, Catherine
Johnson, Kelly Bailey,
Amber Knight, Eva Grace
Bailey and Olivia Johnson.  

The family wishes to
thank Augusta Health Hos-
pice of Shenandoah for their
support and commitment to
Mom’s care.   Memorial con-
tributions may be made to
Hospice at PO Box 215,
Fishersville, VA 22939.

Gina Schrader
Gina Marie Cruise Schra-

der, of Charleston and Hills-
boro, died Friday, January
13, of injuries sustained in a
fall on January 2 in Charle-
ston. 

Born April 14, 1945, Gina
packed several lives’ worth

of living into her 77 youthful
years. A tiny sprite with an
outsize personality and
warm, engaging smile, Gina
was a resourceful woman
who made her own way
throughout her life, support-
ing herself by her wits, en-
ergy and sales talents. 

She successfully raised a
daughter as a young, single
mother in a time when such
a feat was rare. She earned a
BS degree in geography and
sociology from the Univer-
sity of Charleston where she
was introduced to arts, crafts
and her life-long passion,
West Virginia traditional
music. For several years, she
worked as an agent for top
West Virginia bands, co-
founded a bluegrass and tra-
ditional music booking
agency, initiated a hugely
successful bluegrass festival
featuring John Hartford and
Bela Fleck, and learned first-
hand the difficulties of mak-
ing a living as a music
promoter. 

In the span of her long and
varied career, Gina worked
as an advertising sales rep
for WTIP/WTIO FM Radio
in Charleston, then made
friends of business owners in
Parkersburg and the greater
Charleston metro area
through her work with the di-
rect mail company Val-Pak.
After selling her West Vir-
ginia Val-Pak franchise, she
took on the job of developing
partnerships for the Midland
Trail Scenic By-Way Associ-
ation. Described as “a hum-
mingbird” by members of
the association of business
operators along the 189-mile
federal scenic highway, Gina
worked tirelessly to make the
organization a success. 

She got her first 35mm
camera in the early 1970s
and began taking photo-
graphs for fun. She could
capture the brightest, best
spirit of her friends in im-
ages, many of whom were
working musicians, so her
photographs sometimes were
used on album covers and
promotional posters. 

She loved organizing and
painting, and never hesitated
to jump in to help friends
downsize and refurbish. She
was a certified master gar-
dener, and was quick with
advice and often with labor,

and generously shared
plants. She loved presenting
friends with thrift store treas-
ures, and she was famous for
her yearly Saturday night
parties following official
Memorial Weekend Vandalia
Gathering activities. 

The last 15 years of her
life were her happiest, as she
shared them with her great
love, photographer Doug
Chadwick. She assisted him
with his panoramic photog-
raphy business, and they
traveled together throughout
the United States, Central
and South America, Europe
and Australia. She died 13
days after his January 1
death. 

Friends and family were of
utmost importance to her.
She cultivated them as care-
fully as a garden. As a result,
she had a wide network of
people who were always
happy to see her, whom she
popped in to visit whenever
she was in their neighbor-
hood, and who came to her
aid when she suffered two
life-threatening health crises.
The FOGgers, Friends of
Gina, took shifts sitting by
her bedside around the clock
during a month-long ordeal
in 2015, following surgery
for a second ruptured brain
aneurism. 

Gina is survived by her
daughter, Michelle Schrader,
and grandson, Corey Hardie,
of Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida; cousins in West Vir-
ginia, Virginia, Florida and
New York City; her child-
hood pal, Judy Galloway,
with whom she shared many
an adventure; longtime
friend, Pam Hutton; Doug
Chadwick’s sister, Deborah
Clearman, of New York
City; and a host of dear
friends from here to Aus-
tralia. 

She made everybody feel
special. At the end, the peo-
ple in the room were Judy,
Pam and Michelle. Holding
the long vigil were Kate
Long, Cheryl and Scott
Williams, Becky and Bill
Kimmons, Alice Hypes, Paul
and Becky Flaherty, Carter
Zerbe and Maureen Conley,
Ginger and Bob Must, and
by long distance, Sallie Sub-
lette and Beccy Wilfinger.
Her beloved Anton Shelepov
and his wife, Irena, were

among the many who were
there for her, in person and in
spirit. 

She will be remembered as
a generous, energetic peace-
maker who loyally and en-
thusiastically supported her
friends through thick and
thin. 

Gina’s family and friends
wish to thank the staff in the
Surgical-Trauma ICU at
Charleston General Hospital
who showed visitors unusual
kindness during Gina’s stay,
and those who came forward
to help defray travel ex-
penses for Michelle. 

A memorial gathering will
be announced at a later date. 

Friends wishing to memo-
rialize Gina may send dona-
tions to The Greenbrier Riv-
er Watershed Association,
greenbrier.org; Friends of
Old Time Music and Dance,
FOOTMAD.org; or Manna
Meal, mannameal.org in
Charleston. 

Memories and condo-
lences may be shared by vis-
iting  snodgrassfuneral.com
and selecting the obituary. 

Snodgrass Funeral Home
of South Charleston is hon-
ored to be assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.

Donald Thayer
Rev. Donald Thayer, age

87, loving husband of
Eleanor Hannah Thayer, for-
merly of Slaty Fork, passed
away Sunday, December 11,
2022, in Abingdon, Virginia.

Donald was a former
teacher/administrator for
Washington County Virginia
Schools, served as pastor of
Mountain View United
Methodist Church in Abing-
don, Virginia, for 32 years,
and was a full-time farmer.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; six siblings; a
son, Kreg Thayer; and
daughter-in-law, Michelle
Thayer.

In addition to his wife, he
is survived by a daughter,
Melissa Bonardt (Allen), of
Charlotte, North Carolina;
son, Kevin Thayer, of Abing-
don, Virginia; a brother;
seven grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Moun-
tain View United Methodist
Church Cemetery Fund,

18970 Middle Drive, Abing-
don, VA  24211. 

Mary Turley
Mary Alice Alderman Tur-

ley, 89, passed away Friday,
December 23, 2022. 

She was born in Mountain
Grove, Virginia, April 20,
1933, and lived near Min-
nehaha Springs.  

Mary graduated from
Green Bank High School in
1950. She continued her ed-
ucation by completing a PhD
in Nursing from the Univer-
sity of Texas Austin in 1983.
She worked in nursing and
served as Dean and Professor
of Nursing at four medical
colleges.

After retiring from medi-
cine, she taught Bible at Tar-
rant County College in the
seniors program for 20 years.
She also did mission work in
Argentina, Russia and China. 

She was preceded in death
by her brothers, Morris,
Robert, Charles and Don;
sisters, Elizabeth, and, re-
cently, Lottie Alderman
Revis.  

She is survived by sisters,
Alvonia Alderman Smith
and Lorraine Alderman;
brother, Doug; as well as
family and friends in Poca-
hontas County and Virginia.

The Recorded Funeral
Service is available on
YouTube: search Legacy
Church of Christ Ft. Worth
TX /Mary Turley.
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Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

In Loving Memory of
Sara Jane “Janie” Wilfong
January 27, 1955 – October 18, 2022
Friends are the most important part of our lives.
Treasure the laughter, 
Treasure the tears, 
But most importantly, 
Treasure the memories.

~ ’Til we meet again… Bobbie

Travis Taylor 
Contracting, LLC

304-704-1045

Now installing 
Seamless 
Gutters

13616 Back Mountain Road,
Durbin, WV 26264WV055922

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment

304-653-4988

ORDER YOUR
WINTER TIRES NOW

We can get anything!
Schedule a Winter

Weather Checkup NOW!



Thursday, 
January 25, 1923

SEEBERT
I wonder how many of our

boys and girls know the
robins are spending the win-
ter here. Just a few days ago,
quite a lot were hopping
around. They have been here
all winter. It is the duty of
every boy and girl to protect
and study about our birds
and observe them. When you
find out how useful they are
in protecting our grain and
fruit and when you note the
beauty of their song and
color, you will become their
friend. As a friend, you will
keep them by feeding them
in severe weather, by putting
up some bird boxes, by pro-
tecting them against their en-
emies and, best of all, by
making them welcome about
your school, your home,
your orchards, your gardens

and your fields. Birds have a
mission of song and cheer-
fulness that few of us realize.

BARTOW
Mr. Bud Houchin, who

lived out on the Cheat Moun-
tain road, died Saturday.
Burial will be at Bartow
graveyard Monday, 22nd.

Day by day in every way
the road is getting “worser
and worser.” We aren’t kick-
ing about it tho, for during
the greater part of the year,
we have one of the best roads
in the country and are rather
proud of it, and more espe-
cially when we have strayed
over into some of our neigh-
boring counties.

The Monterey mail has
been delayed to some extent
during the past two weeks by
the heavy snow on Al-
leghany. The schedule has
been temporarily changed
for this reason. The mail now

leaving here about 7 a.m. in-
stead of after arrival of the
noon train, as it did formerly.

One of the highest winds
on record blew through this
section for several hours
Tuesday. Its velocity was es-
timated at two hundred and
eighty-eight thousand miles
an hour. The estimate being
based on observations by our
local prophet of flying ob-
jects driven before the gale.
It is stated that objects would
blow by and vanish in an
easterly direction, then
would reappear in about five
minutes coming from the
west, which would indicate
that they went entirely
around. It is thought how-
ever, that our weatherman’s
age has affected his eyesight
to some extent.

EDUCATIONAL NOTES
G. D. McNeill

Pocahontas County has a
few of the best elementary

schools in West Virginia; it
has a few schools that are all
but worthless; it has scores
falling between the two ex-
tremes. There are two rea-
sons why a school in one
neighborhood may be good
while the school in the ad-
joining neighborhood is bad.
In some instance, the patrons
of one community are pro-
gressive. They take such in-
terest in the education of the
children that a very poor
teacher is able to teach a suc-
cessful school. In the adja-
cent community, the patrons
are willing to sacrifice edu-
cation to almost any other in-
terest. Children are persis-
tently kept from school to do
chores, the most unimportant
matter is considered as more
important than going to
school… In one instance, a
patron took three children
out of school for a day in

Thursday, 
January 29, 1948

Postmaster Kerth Notting-
ham has received notice
from the Department that
Spanish Prisoner Swindle
letters are again coming in
ever increasing number from
Mexico.

If you happen to be on the
sucker list and receive such a
letter, immediately turn it
over to your postmaster who
will forward it to Washington.

THE WEATHER
Monday morning, it was

12 degrees below zero at the
State Road Garage in Mar-
linton with eight inches of
snow on the ground. At the
Meadows on Williams River,
it was 12 degrees above zero
with about sixteen inches of
snow on the ground.

HILLSBORO 
FARM WOMEN

The Hillsboro Farm
Woman’s Club met January

22 with Mrs. Alfred McNeel.
Devotional was led by Mrs.
Eric Clutter. Mrs. John
Chappell, Jr., was leader of
the program, “The Home-
maker as a World Citizen.”
The club voted to make a do-
nation of $5 to the March of
Dimes. A letter from the
principal of the graded
school, Charles Moore, was
read, thanking the club for
the generous donation of
food for the hot lunches. A
delicious salad was served to
12 members.

FIELD NOTES
Minks, weasels and

muskrats are about the only
furs in demand at good
prices this year. Raccoon
pelts are going for a dollar or
a little better. Good muskrats
are listed at $3, and I heard
$25 and $30 for minks.

Over on Williams River,
Howard Mullins and his son,
Johnny, each have a couple
of mink sets on Big Laurel.
One trap was on one side of

the creek and the other on the
other side. The other morn-
ing they went to look at the
traps. An extra big old mink
had come up on Howard’s
side of the creek, and Johnny
was not feeling any too char-
itable about it either.

Within a few hundred feet
of the trap, the big old mink
proceeded to cross the creek.
Then Johnny began to feel
much better over the situa-
tion. In fact, he began to fig-
ure the value of the pelt at
$25 and better. The mink did
go to the set, but the water
had gone down and left the
trap showing up. The sign
showed he had tried to get at
the bait without putting a
foot in the trap, but all to no
purpose, and so he went
away from that place.

This is an old and widely
known mink. The sign shows
he goes on three feet, a hind
foot is missing. The Mullins
boys blame him with eating
a couple of muskrats caught
in their traps down by the
Deepwater. One of the pelts
was so baldy torn it brought
but fifty cents.

The Mullins family is all
in readiness to do some
beaver trapping, when the
season opens next month.

WEDDINGS
Announcement has been

made of the wedding of Lu-
cille Davis, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. A. H. Jackson, of
Beard, to Argile Arbogast,
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A.
Arbogast, of Millpoint. The
double ring ceremony took
place Thursday, January 15,
1947 (sic), in Baltimore,
Maryland.

- - -
Mr. and Mrs. Winters

Morrison, of Lobelia, an-
nounce the marriage of their
daughter, Mary, to Gismo
Ralph Nottingham, son of
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Notting-
ham, of Marlinton. The mar-
riage took place at Elkton,
Maryland, September 16,
1947.

- - -
Angus P. Irvine and Miss

Edna Mae Shinaberry were
married at the home of the
officiating minister, Rev. J.
W. Pugh, at Boyer Tuesday,
January 13, 1948. The bride
is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bedford Shinaberry, of
Cloverlick, and the groom, a
son of Mr. and Mrs. Levi
Irvine, of Marlinton. 

Thursday, 
January 28, 1898

A STRANGE rig struck
Marlinton last Tuesday. It
seemed to be a little cabin
built on a spring wagon and
containing the equipment
necessary for camp life. A
stovepipe projected through
the roof and the whole had
the air of comfort necessary
even in the coldest weather.
A shaggy little horse was at-
tached to what a Pocahontas
teamster would have taken a
four-horse team to pull. To
the casual observer this pony
seemed right miserable, but
closer acquaintance showed
that he was in a good state of
preservation, and was still
cheerful. He had pulled that
awful load over the moun-
tains a distance of about 150
miles. He had not a sore
place on him and he has done
well as a good and faithful
servant. The parties with the
turnout are Mr. and Mrs.
Clayton. The husband is a
good deal older than the
wife, and said that his occu-
pation was that of a house
builder. After a life’s work,
he had saved up a good deal
of money, but had lost it all
in business in Cumberland.
He had been swindled by a
man who is now doing six
years in the pen, but it did

not bring back the money.
The people seemed intelli-
gent and well-bred.

- - -
AT one time, it seemed as

if the annexation of Hawaii
would be prevented as it had
become so largely a question
of party politics. The excit-
ing movements now going
on in reference to Chinese
affairs have evidently weak-
ened the opposition to an-
nexation, and our readers
need not be surprised to hear
in a few weeks that the Stars
and Stripes will be unfurled
over those Pacific Islands
which we have heard so
much about. No more pent
up Utica then, the whole
continent and something be-
sides must be ours.

LOCAL EVENTS
BORN to Mr. and Mrs. W.

A. Bratton, at Marshall, VA.,
a daughter, on the 22nd day
of January, 1898.

ANOTHER good man
gone wrong. Where did he
go to? Went to the wrong
store to buy rubber shoes and
arctics. Where ought he to
go? To the Golden Store.
Why? Because he sells
snow-excluding Arctics at
89¢; low Arctics, 59¢.

John Eilers, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED

                                                                       

Family             Practice

Please call for      an appointment

BIG SPRING CLINIC

304-572-4410
Monday & Friday 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wednesday 8 a.m. - Noon 

DEER CREEK CLINIC

304-456-5050
Tuesday & Thursday 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Law Office of

MICHAEL C. DOSS
921 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954

304-799-7119 
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A LARGE CROWD gathered at Mountain View Cemetery in Marlinton, W.Va. for the burial of Sergeant Cecil
Glen VanReenen. Sgt. VanReenen, served in the U.S. Army 106th Infantry Division in Europe during World
War II. He was Killed in Action January 24, 1945 near Diedenburg, Belgium. His body was returned to Mar-
linton December 10, 1945 and his funeral was held the following Sunday at Edray Methodist Church.  He was
the son John Gilbert and Elsie Sue Hull VanReenen. (Photo courtesy of Susie Smith Gunter, ID: PHP000745)

Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at www.pocahontaspreservation.org or www.preserving
pocahontas.org

If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

Seventy-Five Years Ago
Calvin W. Price, Editor

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Footsteps through History
The Pocahontas Times
Andrew Price, Editor

Sgt. Cecil Glen VanReenen
Burial – December 12, 1945

Thursday, 
January 25, 1973

For the second time in less
than a month, the nation
mourns the death of an ex-
president, Lyndon Baines
Johnson, president of the
United States 1963-1968,
died Monday, January 22,
1973, at his Texas ranch. He
is credited with an unequaled
record of legislation in the
fields of education, civil
rights, social security and
other domestic social fields.

Harry S. Truman, the 33rd
president of the United
States, served from 1945 to
1953. He died December 26,
1972, in Independence, Mis-
souri, at the age of 88.

RETIRES
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde B.

Cochran were honored with
a combination retirement and
going-away party December
30, 1972, at the Jerico Club.
The party was given in their
honor by Dotty Kellison,
Fred Mullenax, Dennis
Grimes and Wayne Galford,
deputies who had served
under Mr. Cochran as Sher-
iff, and Ted Matheny, the
newly elected sheriff.

Mr. Cochran was given an
electric wristwatch and Mrs.
Cochran was given a pair of
diamond earrings by the
Sherriff’s Department. They
also received a large painting
from their friends…

COVERED BRIDGE
In answer to queries about

covered bridges in Pocahon-
tas County comes a letter
from a former Pocahontas
Countian from Meadville,

Pennsylvania.
There was a covered

bridge across Cheat River on
top of Cheat Mountain, I
would say was built about
the middle or latter part of
the 1800s. One of my broth-
ers was a cook for a com-
pany that cut timber near the
bridge in 1890.

I was raised on a farm near
Green Bank, and moved to
Pennsylvania in 1922. I am
92 years young.

Minnie Sheets Ervin

WEDDINGS
On Saturday afternoon,

December 16, 1972, at four
thirty o’clock, Miss Jo Ellen
Woods, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert N. Woods, of
Marlinton, became the bride
of Robert Marshall Oliver,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Percy
Oliver, of Dunmore. The
Rev. Kenneth Montgomery
performed the double ring
ceremony in the United
Methodist Church at Dun-
more…

- - -
Pine Grove Church of the

Brethren at Arbovale was the
setting for the wedding of
Miss Karen Sue Underwood,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Denver Underwood, of
Huntersville, to Carl Larson,
of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
on Saturday afternoon, De-
cember 9, 1972, at two thirty
o’clock. The couple was
united in marriage by the
Rev. David Rittenhouse, be-
fore an altar banked with
green pine boughs, white
carnations and white
doves…

see 50 pg 12

see History pg 11

see 75 pg 11

see 100 pg 11
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•Free Roof Inspections
•Roof Maintenance /Repair

• 10-Year Workmanship
Warranty

•30 Years’ Experience
•Familiar with all roof types

•10% OFF ALL ROOF       
REPAIRS UNTIL

3/31/2023

304-642-0334
rsroofingllc@gmail.com

• LICENSED • BONDED 
• INSURED

WV#062157

Like and
Follow Us 

on Facebook

The
Pocahontas

Times

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

NOTICE 
BOARD OF REVIEW AND EQUALIZATION HEARINGS

The County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia,
in its capacity as the Board of Review and Equalization will convene
on the following dates and times for the purpose of reviewing and
equalizing assessments made by the Assessor.

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.  
County Commission Office  

Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.   
County Commission Office 

Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton

Monday, February 13, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.
County Commission Office

Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton
Friday, February 17, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 5:45 p.m. 
County Commission Office

Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton
The Commission requests that appointments be made prior

to these dates. To schedule an appointment, please contact
Melissa L. Bennett, County Clerk at 304-799-4549 between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Pocahontas County Commission 
1/19/2c

NOTICE OF CONTRIBUTION CONSIDERATION
In order to better serve all individuals, groups and organiza-

tions seeking contributions and/or funding from the Pocahon-
tas County Commission, our office has set aside the first Tuesday
of August, November, May and February for discussion and/or ac-
tion of requests made for consideration. Guidelines for contributions
for fiscal year 2022-2023 are listed below.  

Requests to be placed on the agenda for the February session
must be made no later than 12:00 noon on Wednesday February 1,
2023.  Please contact the Pocahontas County Clerk’s  Office at 304-
799-4549 Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 am and
4:30 pm or by email to pocaclk@clerk.state.wv.us  for further infor-
mation.

The Pocahontas County Commission will have four (4) funding
request meetings per year, one meeting per quarter.  To be consid-
ered for contribution requests: 

(1) All groups, organizations or entities must have representative
available at County Commission meeting at time of the initial pres-
entation; no exceptions will be made;

(2) All groups, organizations or entities must show proof (i.e.,
copy) of its Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued 501(c) or other
non-profit status, or in the case of a public entity (i.e., school board
or town), a verified statement of public purpose behind the request;
the information requested in this section must be made available to
the Commission upon the initial presentation, noting that if any of
the documentation is missing the request will not be considered by
the Commission;

(3) All individuals, groups, organizations or entities seeking con-
tributions must possess a valid copy of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice (IRS) issued 501(c) or other non-profit documentation matching
the exact name of the group, organization or entity, except in the
case of a public entity (i.e., school board or town) or a request of
$500.00 or less (see No. 7 below); no other exceptions will be made;

(4) All requests must contain itemized budget and a financial
statement from group, organization or entity at time of initial request,
or if request is from a public entity (i.e., school board or town) such
budget and financial documents must be presented for the specific
project; the information requested in this section must be made
available to the Commission upon the initial presentation, noting that
if any of the documentation is missing the request will not be con-
sidered by the Commission;

(5) Only one request per fiscal year from each group, organiza-
tion or entity will be considered and such request may only be pre-
sented no sooner than the one (1) year anniversary of any prior
request, and will be determined by the named payee on previously
issued checks; no exceptions will be made;

(6) No requests will be approved for any group, organization or
entity in an amount over and above $5,000.00 per fiscal year;

(7) Any group, organization or entity requesting a contribution
from the Commission in an amount of $500.00 or less per fiscal year
shall be exempt from providing documentation regarding its 501(c)
or other non-profit status; however, all  requests must contain item-
ized budget and a financial statement; the information requested in

this section must be made available to the Commission upon the
initial presentation, noting that if any of the documentation is miss-
ing the request will not be considered by the Commission.

(8) Any group, organization or entity which receives a contribution
and/or funding from the Pocahontas County Commission must file
at the end of the State’s fiscal year, a report of all disbursements of
the funds.  Such report of disbursements must be in the form of an
audit performed by an independent certified public accountant or, in
lieu thereof, by submission of a statement sworn, under oath, by the
highest officer or authority of the recipient, group, organization or
entity.  For purposes of this paragraph the State’s fiscal year runs
from July 1st to June 30th.   

Pocahontas County Commission
Revised April 17, 2018

1/26/1c

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION
Spruce Knob Seneca Rocks Telephone, Inc., is the recipient of

Federal financial assistance from the Rural Utilities Service, an
agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the
provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended;
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and the rules and regula-
tions of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  In accordance with Fed-
eral law and U.S. Department of Agriculture’s policy, this organiza-
tion is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age or disability and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Per-
sons with disabilities who require alternative means of communica-
tion for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible State
or local Agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

Additionally, program information is available in languages other
than English. To file a complaint alleging discrimination, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at

any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your com-
pleted form or letter to USDA by: mail: U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400
Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 fax:
(202) 690-7442; email:program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
1/26/1c

West Virginia Lifeline/Tel-Assistance Information
WV Lifeline/Tel-Assistance Information for 

Customers of Spruce Knob Seneca Rocks Telephone, Inc. 
Lifeline is a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) pro-

gram that makes communications services more affordable for eli-
gible low-income consumers. This benefit provides eligible custo-
mers with a monthly discount of up to $9.25 on qualifying internet
service or telephone service bundled with qualifying internet service.
In certain circumstances, a reduced benefit of $5.25 may be avail-
able for voice only telephone. 

WV Tel-Assistance is a program that lowers the monthly tele-

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF DURBIN

SANITARY AND STORM WATER UPGRADE PROJECT
General Notice

THE TOWN OF DURBIN is requesting Bids for the construction of the following Project:
Sanitary and Storm Water Upgrade Project

Contract No. 1
Sealed Bids for the construction of Contract No. 1 will be received by the Mayor at the office of

the Town of Durbin, 4715 STAUTON-PARKERSBURG TURNPIKE, Durbin, WV 26264 until 2:00
p.m. local time Tuesday, February 28, 2023, at which time the Bids received will be publicly opened
and read.  

The Project includes the following work:
Furnishing all materials, labor, and necessary items for the construction and installation

of approximately 12,700 LF of 8” sewer line; 1,500 LF of 10” sewer line; 78 manholes; 137 re-
connections; 61 drop inlets; 6,000 LF varying size (12” to 36”) CHDPE storm pipe and all
other items and appurtenances as outlined in the Plans and Specifications.

Bids are requested for the following Contract: Contract No. 1
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:  
E.L. Robinson Engineering Company 
5088 Washington Street West, Charleston, WV 25313
Project Manager: Eric Coberly, Office: (304) 776-7473, Email: ecoberly@elrobinson.com 
Bidders may examine and/or obtain the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office Monday through

Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Bidding Documents also may be examined at:
Town of Durbin, 4715 STAUTON-PARKERSBURG TURNPIKE, Durbin, WV 26264
Contractor’s Association of WV, 2114 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV 25311
McGraw-Hill Dodge Reports, 3315 Central Ave., Hot Springs, AR 71913-6138 
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing Office during the

hours indicated above, upon payment of a deposit of $150.00 for each set. Bidders who return full
sets of the Bidding Documents in good condition (suitable for re-use) within 10 days after receipt of
Bids will receive a full refund. Non-Bidders, and Bidders who obtain more than one set of the Bid-
ding Documents will receive a refund of $75.00 for documents returned in good condition within the
time limit indicated above. Bidding Documents may be purchased from the Issuing Office during the
hours indicated above. Cost does not include shipping charges. Upon Issuing Office’s receipt of
payment, printed Bidding Documents or electronic documents on compact disk will be sent via the
prospective Bidder’s delivery service. The shipping charge amount will depend on the shipping
method chosen. Bidding Documents are available for purchase in the following formats:

Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “E.L. Robinson Engineering Company”.
Upon request and receipt of the document deposit indicated above, the Issuing Office will transmit
the Bidding Documents via delivery service. The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted
by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. Par-
tial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor En-
gineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any,
obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Pre-Bid Conference
A pre-bid meeting will be conducted at the Town of Durbin office at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Febru-

ary 9, 2023. Attendance at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
Instructions to Bidders.
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract

award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.
DBE REQUIREMENTS
Each bidder must fully comply with the requirements, terms, and conditions as set forth in the con-

tract documents to achieve Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) participation during the per-
formance of this contract. The bidder commits itself to the program for DBE participation and all
other requirements, terms, and conditions of the bid conditions by submitting a properly signed bid.

The bidder agrees to make “good faith efforts” to sub-contract a portion of the total value of the
contract to disadvantaged businesses. This shall be done in compliance with the six (6) good faith
efforts as outlined in 40 CFR 31.36(e). Failure to demonstrate good faith efforts may lead to rejec-
tion of bids. For the purpose of this program, the term “subcontractor” includes all construction, mod-
ification, and service work contracted by the bidder in the execution of the work under this contract.

American Iron and Steel
Section 746 of Title VII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 (Division A - Agriculture,

Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017)
and subsequent statutes mandating domestic preference applies an American Iron and Steel re-
quirement to this project. All iron and steel products used in this project must be produced in the
United States. The term “iron and steel products” means the following products made primarily of
iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hy-
drants, tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast con-
crete, and Construction Materials.

The following waivers apply to this Contract:
De Minimis,
Minor Components,
Pig iron and direct reduced iron, and

Bidders must comply with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Copeland Act, the Con-
tract Work Hours and Safety Act, and the West Virginia Jobs Act (West Virginia Code § 21-1C-1).

All Bidders must hold a current WV Contractor License on the date of Bid opening.  Any Contractor
submitting a bid on this project hereby certifies, indicates, and acknowledges that he/she has a li-
cense and meets all the qualifications required by the statues of the State of West Virginia, and sub-
division in which the work is to be performed.  Note that the bid hold time is 90 days.

“Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246.
The requirements for bidders and contractors under this order are explained in the specifications.”

Town of Durbin
1/26/2c

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until MARCH 16, 2023 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):
CALL: 004; CONTRACT: 2022880003; STATE PROJECT:
S388-REC/AL-23.00; FEDERAL PROJECT: STBG-2023(010)D;
DESCRIPTION: PAVEMENT MARKINGS, D-8 RECALL STRIP-
ING 2023, DISTRICT WIDE; COUNTIES: PENDLETON, POC-
AHONTAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER.
DBE GOAL: 7% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST
PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON
FORM IN PROPOSAL. 

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must
include one of the following forms properly executed with each
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  MARCH 14, 2023 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):
CALL: 004; CONTRACT: 2022380013; STATE PROJECT:
S338-219-13.13 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: NHPP-0219(395)D ;
DESCRIPTION: RESURFACING BUCKEYE TO PRICE.
COUNTY: POCAHONTAS.
DBE GOAL: 6% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST
PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON
FORM IN PROPOSAL. 

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must
include one of the following forms properly executed with each
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  MARCH 14, 2023 AT 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):

CALL: 023; CONTRACT: 2021000793; STATE PROJECT:
S399-RPM-23 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: HSIP-2023(055)D; DE-
SCRIPTION: PAVEMENT MARKINGS, 2023 RPM; COUNTY:
STATEWIDE

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must include
one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal:
Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified Check for
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  MARCH 14, 2023 AT 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):

CALL: 021; CONTRACT: 2022880016; STATE PROJECT:
R088-REM/GR-23.00; DESCRIPTION: GUARDRAIL, D 8 2023
REM GUARDRAIL; COUNTIES: PENDLETON, POCAHON-
TAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER;

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must include
one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal:
Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified Check for
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways

1/26/2c
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separate flights, I experi-
enced a combination of jet-
lag and culture shock with a
dash of excitement thrown
in.

The China of 1988 is ab-
solutely nothing like the
China of today. And nowhere
is this truer than in Beijing,
formerly known as Peking.
Except for a few multistoried
hotels, the capital of China
had few tall buildings. From
a small hillock, one could
take in the entire expanse of
Beijing in one unobstructed
view. 

The economic reform and
concomitant building boom
that would catapult China
into a developed and mod-
ernized country would not
begin until the decades fol-
lowing my time there. 

The taxi ride to the Beijing
Language Institute took
about an hour. Although it
was well after midnight, the
streets bustled with people
visiting late-night noodle and
dumpling stands lining the
sidewalks. 

I soon learned that the
government-owned stores
and cafes were located in
brick-and-mortar buildings,
while the few fledgling pri-
vately-owned businesses
were confined to the side-
walks and back alleys.

To say that China was
bleak in those days would be
understating the drabness of
everything from the stark
concrete buildings to the
blue Maoist-era clothing still
worn by nearly everyone
middle-aged and up. 

Much of the older genera-
tion still clung to the prom-
ises of a crumbling ideal of
communism.

I stayed with friends on
my first night in China. I
presently live in a “tiny
house” with less than 600
square feet of living space.
But, my friend’s apartment
was a third this size and as
Spartan as one can imagine
for a family of three. 

Chinese apartments were

only slightly more spacious
than a U.S. prison cell.

The walls, floor, and ceil-
ing were all bare concrete – a
single calendar was the only
adornment on one wall. Sit-
ting side by side on a bed, a
folding table served as a sur-
face to place the few dishes
on. 

Dinner consisted entirely
of vegetable and rice dishes.
The government rationed
meat and oils; it would be
another two weeks before
my friends could purchase a
few pork scraps. 

After each meal, the table
was folded and slid under the
bed.

As I relate my experiences
in this country, it is essential
to point out that most Chi-
nese citizens, particularly
those living in urban areas,
existed on the bare minimum
of calories required to sus-
tain a basal metabolic rate.
This is the energy needed at
rest to maintain vital func-
tions like keeping warm,
breathing, and maintaining a
functioning heart. 

The fat and protein depri-
vation resulted in more ex-
tended sleep periods and
wearing jackets even in mild
outdoor temperatures to stay
comfortable.

As in most apartments,
even for most professionals,
the Hsu’s shared a narrow
kitchen with their neighbors.
This arrangement required
neighbors to work out a
schedule for cooking times.

Like the rest of the apart-
ment, the kitchen had only
cold water. Along one wall
was a small two-burner stove
and a rust-stained sink, but
noticeably absent was a re-
frigerator. Lack of refrigera-
tion meant that people had to
shop for food every day. 

Because there were no su-
permarkets, each meal meant
cycling for miles to find an
assortment of fruits and veg-
etables. One would often ar-
rive at government-owned
shops only to find nearly
bare shelves.

I can remember only one
apartment I visited with a TV
and radio, a pensioner’s

home. Broadcasts were re-
stricted to government sta-
tions and mostly propa-
ganda.

On my first morning in
Beijing, and every morning
after that, I awoke at seven
a.m. to extremely loud pub-
lic broadcasts from huge
speakers mounted on build-
ings and poles throughout
the city. 

These daily broadcasts al-
ways glorified some political
leader, a particular general,
or the efficiency of the city’s
public transit system. These
announcements never men-
tioned the practically non-
existent public restrooms in
Beijing. 

When traveling in the city,
you had to be creative, even
furtive, when relieving your-
self. You soon became aware
that you were never out of
sight from another human
being. 

This is the China I would
live and travel in for the next
several months. I experi-
enced daily a kind of cogni-
tive dissonance as I
witnessed both brutality and
extraordinary kindness on a
scale most Americans rarely
encounter. 

Although, in retrospect,
maybe we do have our share
of needless brutality and un-
necessary violence.

Riding a bus one day to
the Summer Palace, I saw a
crumpled black bicycle in a
ditch beside the road. A
meter or two beyond the bike
was the body of a young
woman. 

People were walking right
by the body without so much
as a glance, some eating food
as they stepped over the
body.

When I returned some six
hours later, the dead woman
was still unmoved. It turns
out that vehicles, mostly
government and military,
took precedence over pedes-
trians. It was the legal re-
sponsibility of the family to
recover the body. 

Perhaps, no one had made
the effort to inform them yet.

Please understand that I do
not mean to demonize the
Chinese people. But rather, a
system of government that,
at the least, results in a cer-
tain virulent ambivalence
and, at its worse, inhumanity.

Beijing was a remnant of a
failing system of socialism,
and many of the younger
people knew this. 

In a few short months,
Tiananmen Square would be
the scene of a student revolt
and resultant massacre. We
should all remember the
young man who most
bravely stood in front of the
Red Army tank. 

He was said to be executed
by a firing squad several
days later. Freedom, as we
know it, or wish to know it,
did not exist in Red China. 

This lack of freedom and
rights, coupled with an op-
pressive regime, would turn
out to be something that
would affect me personally.
The unfettered power of the
government and its agents
was never far from my mind
in the coming months.

Soon, my status as a mere
American student and tourist
would be left behind, far be-
hind.

Author’s note: To assure
accuracy, considering that
these events happened 35
years ago, I am writing from
my meticulously maintained
journals written during my
time in China.

In next week’s column, we
will continue the story of the
search for Xiao Ming with
an exploration of the beauty
and the beast that was Red
China in 1988. My underes-
timation of the difficulties
and dangers of this venture
will begin with a clandestine
meeting with Lao Taitai,
Xiao Ming’s mother, in a
Beijing Hotel.

Until then,
Ken Springer

Ken1949bongo@gmail.com

ages five and younger, Fri-
days, beginning January 20,
at 10:30 a.m. 

Zumba Fitness with
Kelly, Tuesdays 5:30 p.m.
and Thursdays 5 p.m. 

Intro to Modern Dance,
six-week class for ages 6 to
9, and Dance Basics, for ages
4 to 5,  taught by Adrienne
Cedarleaf, Thursdays begin-
ning January 26, at Hillsboro
School, and Fridays begin-
ning January 27, at the Com-
munity Wellness Center in
Marlinton.   Pre-registration
required by calling 304-799-
7386.

Yoga – three locations,
Tuesdays 5 p.m. at Durbin
Library; Fridays, 5:30 p.m.
at Cass Community Cen-
ter; Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. at
the Community Wellness
Center in Marlinton

CHURCH NOTICES
Marlinton Presbyterian

Church – Sunday School, 9
a.m. Worship 10 a.m. 

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m.
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m.
Thursdays.

New Hope Lutheran –
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m.

First Baptist Church –
Huntersville – Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship,
10:30 a.m. Wednesday night
service 7 p.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday
School every Sunday 9:20
a.m.; Worship second and
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m.

Catholic Mass  – St. John,

Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.;
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday
11:30 a.m. 

Liberty Presbyterian,
Green Bank – Worship at
11 a.m. 

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church – Worship 10
a.m. Adult Bible Study via
Zoom 8 a.m. 

Marlinton First Church
of the Nazarene – Sunday
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible
Study 7 p.m.

Marlinton United
Methodist Church – Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. 

New Hope Church of the
Brethren, Worship at 9:30
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Pine Grove Church of
the Brethren, Arbovale –
Sunday School 10 a.m., Wor-
ship 11 a.m.; Bible Study,
Thursday, 7 p.m.

Cochran Creek Baptist
Church, Rimel – Sunday
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11
a.m.

Campbelltown Church,
Marlinton – Worship 10
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m.

Cook Town Community
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday
Service 10 a.m.

Edray United Church –
Sunday School 10 a.m.;
Worship 11 a.m. 

Marlinton Church of
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 a.m.  Wednesday Night
Bible Study 4 p.m. Evangel-
istic service 4 p.m. Sunday,
January 29.

Trinity Baptist Church,
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible
Study 7 p.m. Pastor David
Moore.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE - Winnebago mo-
torhome. 304-799-6980 or cell 681-
396-9007. 1/12/4p

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - Space Available.
Prime commercial location on Main
Street, Durbin, across from train

depot. Approximately 900 square
feet of shop space. Power and heat
provided. $500/month. Inquire at
304-456-3298. 1/19/3c

ROOM FOR RENT - In Marlin-
ton. Everything paid. 304-799-6980
or cell 681-396-9007. 1/12/4p

POSITION AVAILABLE

POSITION AVAILABLE - Part-
time opening: Northern Pocahontas
Community Wellness in Green
Bank is hiring a part-time employee
to help with the writing and over-
sight of grants and other funding
opportunities as well as the organi-
zation of annual races and events.
Hours are expected to be 20 hours
or less weekly, on average.  Pay is
$15/hour.  If interested, please send

your résumé to npcwellness@gmail.
com by February 1. 1/26/1c

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - Looking for a
Correctional Officer job? Testing
will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on
a daily basis. Interested parties
should contact Human Resources

at the facility at 304-653-4201
to schedule an appointment.

1/19/tfnc

SERVICES
SERVICES - Affordable Tree
Care. Trimming, removal, stump
grinding and underbrushing. Tony
Garretson. 304-799-6543. 

6/23/tfnp

SERVICES - Ron’s Tree Service,
LLC. Complete tree care and re-
moval. Free estimates. 304-799-
2476. 1/19/tfn

FREE

FREE - Newspaper for your stove
or pets. The Pocahontas Times. Call
304-799-4973. 12/15/tfn

FREE Community Dinner, Thursday,
January 26, 5 to 6:30 p.m. Chili and
cornbread, at Marlinton Presbyterian
Church. Sponsored by local churches
and community volunteers.

Calendar,
from page 4

Your, from
page 3

TOP PAY FOR
TOP PEOPLE!

MOUNTAIN LODGE
is offering competitive pay for dedicated winter

employees for the winter season. Positions include:

Front Desk, Housekeeping,
Custodial, Maintenance and

Parking Attendant.
Part-time and full-time positions available.

To inquire, please call 304-572-2020 or
complete an online application at 

snowshoemtnlodge.com/jobs

TOWN OF DURBIN
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

The Town of  Durbin seeks an individual for posi-
tion of Town Treasurer. The position requires knowledge
of, but not limited to, QuickBooks, accounts payable/receiv-
able, budgeting, working with the state, billing and making
weekly deposits. Dependable transportation required. Inter-
ested individuals should send résumés to Town of Durbin,
P.O. Box 37, Durbin, WV 26264 . 

The Town of  Durbin seeks an individual contrac-
tor for weekly trash collection. Interested individuals
should send a letter of interest to Town of Durbin, P.O. Box
37, Durbin, WV 26264.

Cook / Dietary Aide
Openings Available

HCSG is now hiring in the dietary department at  Poc-

ahontas Center for the positions of cook and dietary

aide. Starting wage of up to $15 per hour.  Stop by

5 Everett Tibbs Road in Marlinton and fill out an appli-

cation. You can also call 304-799-7375 and ask for the

dietary department manager.  

Some of what we offer is comprehensive health cov-

erage, paid holidays and vacation for eligible employ-

ees, nationwide transfers, and Employee Assistance

Programs.  We look forward to hearing from you!

In-Home Caregivers Wanted
Pocahontas County Senior Citizens, Inc. is now

hiring for In-Home Caregivers in the Green Bank
and Hillsboro areas. This part-time position has
no set hours, you do not work weekends or
evening shifts and you are paid personal leave
and holidays. For more information, please call
John Simmons, Executive Director at 304-799-
6337 ext. 7 or come in and fill out an application
at the Marlinton or Green Bank Site. Pocahontas
County Senior Citizens, Inc. is an equal opportu-
nity employer. 

POPES Pocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
KEEP THAT SNOW BLOWER AND

YOUR OTHER COLD WEATHER
POWER EQUIPMENT RUNNINHG

THIS WINTER! 
SSpend your Summer

with the Stars!
Green Bank Observatory is accepting applica-
tions for Food Handlers and Tour Guides. Pay is
$15/hr. Interested applicants must apply online
at greenbankobservatory.org/about/careers
or call 304-456-2263 for more information or
assistance with the application process.

The Pocahontas Times––January 26, 2023––Page 9

WV Tel-Assistance is a program that lowers the monthly tele-
phone service by giving eligible low-income subscribers a discount
on qualifying telephone service. This discounted rate provides a
$2.00 monthly, non-transferable usage credit. 

Consumers may qualify for the Lifeline/Tel-Assistance program if
their gross household income level is at or below 135% of the Fed-
eral Poverty Guidelines, or if they participate in any of the following
federal assistance programs: 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid,
Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA), Supplemental Security
Income (SSI), the Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit, or cer-
tain Tribal Programs. 

To check further eligibility, you can contact your local Department
of Health and Human Resources.

Lifeline/Tel-Assistance is limited to one discount per household.

Lifeline/Tel-Assistance defines a household as anyone living at the
same address who share income and household expenses. Life-
line/Tel-Assistance benefit is non-transferable and cannot be given
to another person, even if they qualify.

Certification forms may be obtained by the Department of Health
and Human Resources. 

Services may vary by telephone company. 
1/26/1c

Public Meetings – 2023-2024 School Calendar
In accordance with West Virginia State Law, the Pocahontas

County Board of Education is required to hold two public meetings
with the purpose of discussing the school calendar for the 2023-
2024 year.

The first of those public meetings will be held Tuesday, February

14, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas County Board of Edu-
cation Conference Room located at 404 Old Buckeye Road,
Buckeye, WV. 

The second public meeting will be held Tuesday, March 7, 2023,
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas County Board of Education Confer-
ence Room, as well.  

Parents, teachers, community members, business leaders and
other interested parties are invited to attend the meetings, become
informed of the state-required guidelines that we must follow and
see a draft of the proposed calendar. 

In addition, a calendar survey will be available on the Pocahon-
tas County Schools website from February 1 through February 9 to
allow comments on the proposed calendar.

1/26/2c

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon. Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.



Law Enforcement –
Lost/Found Property – 10

EMS – Medical – 1,027
Fire – Medical Alarm – 16
Law Enforcement – Men-

tal Hygiene – 11
Missing/Overdue Person –

39
General Notice –  3
Law Enforcement – Paper

Service – 120
EMS – Patient Transfer –

562
Law Enforcement –  Pur-

suit – 4
Law Enforcement –

Search/Rescue – 3
Fire –  Secure Landing

Zone – 85
Law Enforcement – Sex

Crime – 2
Law Enforcement – Shots

Fired – 21
Fire – Smoke Investiga-

tion – 10
EMS – Stand-by – 50
Theft of Vehicle – 26

Fire – Structure – 32
Suicide Attempt – 4
Fire – Suspicious Odor –

81
System Test – 27
Law Enforcement – Traf-

fic Complaint – 52
Law Enforcement – Traf-

fic Stop – 1,083
Law Enforcement – Trans-

port Person 7
EMS – Trauma 294
Law Enforcement – Tres-

passing 41
Fire – Vehicle 8
Law Enforcement – War-

rant Service 35
Law Enforcement – Wel-

fare Check 139
DNR – Wildlife Manage-

ment 64
Reckless Driver Com-

plaint 1

WVU Extension Office,
304-647-7408.

Farm families are used to
physical labor and working
long hours. Farm debt,
weather, rising expense and
animal health concerns add
to mental stress that can
contribute to chronic illness
and depression. The last
decade has been particularly
difficult on farmers with
increasing pressures result-
ing in high levels of stress,
mental health issues and sui-
cide.   Extension and other
organizations are working to
find solutions when families
are struggling including fi-
nancial management, graz-
ing and production strategies
and crop risk protection.
This training will provide in-
formation on the unique
challenges farmers face that
can lead to stress, depression
and suicide. We believe that

quality education empowers
all people, regardless of their
background, to make a posi-
tive difference in the life of
someone they know. Your
neighbor or family member
might be struggling; this
training could provide the in-
formation and resources you
need to recognize it and get
them help.   

Garden calendar ~
‘colors of the garden’
Fruits and vegetables

come in all shapes, sizes and
tastes. They also can grow in
a variety of colors that offer
different nutrients and vita-
mins. The 2023 West Vir-
ginia University Extension
offers a peek into different
varieties and colors of the
garden in its 2023 garden
calendar.  To obtain a copy of
the calendar, while supplies
last, or learn more about gar-
dening and healthy lifestyles,
contact the WVU Extension
Service office by visiting us
in the basement of the court-
house.
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FOR IT IS 
WRITTEN

Revelation 21

The time of eight billion souls
We know what we do…

The Eternal, Almighty EYE
of Truth keeps watch.

AMEN

(Read it for yourself)

2023

Reliable, dependable providers –

in multiple county locations!

Rural Health Clinic at PMH
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Limited same day appointments available

304-799-6200
Julie Hare, MD • J. Copley, PA-C

Donna Lidel-Burley, FNP • Karen Melton, FNP

Jennifer Beverage, DO 

Hillsboro Clinic
at the former Browning Clinic

Open Mon. and Wed. 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

304-799-7400 
J. Copley, PA-C

Primary 
Care Clinics

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

pocahontastimes.comColonial
Queen

Bee
Melondy Phillips

Staff Writer

Winters on the 
Colonial Frontier

Winters long ago
were not much
different than win-

ters today – but comforts of
home and survival tech-
niques have certainly
changed.

Faith Silliman wrote con-
cerning the weather in De-
cember 1835: “…with a fire
in the hearth, things will
freeze in the sideboard [din-
ing room furniture having
drawers and shelves] and
with the largest fire we can
make in my room, water will
freeze within six feet of it.”

In many journals from the
1700s to 1800s, statements
of the face and back never
being warm at the same time
seemed to affect people of all
economic circumstances. 

The feeling of “warmth”
in a home often referred to
temperatures around 45 de-
grees Fahrenheit.

In January 1810, William
Bentley wrote that on the
side of his bed chamber, far-
thest from a brisk fire, the
thermometer read “16 below
freezing.”

Although many people be-
lieve fires are a nice source
of heat and are great for
cooking, fireplaces are not
good for warming rooms on
a cold winter’s day.

A fire pulls a draft as part
of its fuel to stay lit. This
means outside air will be
pulled inside from every lit-
tle crack available, as most
of the warm air it puts off
rises up through the chim-
ney. Since hearths and open
fireplaces were the main
sources of heat, other meas-
ures had to be used to ensure
the pioneers didn’t freeze to

death during the winter.
Cabins were often small

one-room buildings with a
low ceiling. Due to irregular-
ities in the surface of logs
and because of their natural
taper, chinking and daubing
cabins was essential. Chink-
ing gave the daubing a struc-
ture to stick to and the two
together helped seal the
cabin and served as a barrier
against rain, wind and ver-
min. 

Even members of the
higher class, who had larger
homes, closed off any room
they could in an attempt to
contain as much heat as pos-
sible in a small area.

Settlers often brought
small farm animals into the
cabin with them when the
weather got really cold. This
not only kept the animals
safe but created extra body
heat to keep the family
warm.

Stockpiling enough wood
to last through the winter
started in early spring. Wood
constantly needed to be cut
and split. The wood was
used for building or repairs,
fences, tools and equipment,
and, of course, the daily fires
for cooking. Getting an ade-
quate supply of wood for
winter was not an easy task.

Having sheep meant you
could spin wool and either
weave or knit warm blankets
and clothing for the follow-
ing year. This also took a

considerable amount of time
and much of that happened
during the winter, when out-
side chores were minimal. 

If pelts from animals taken
during hunting were not
needed to buy other supplies,
they could be made into
warm head coverings,
shawls, stoles or capes. 

Most of the clothing that
was worn consisted of hand-
made wool or cotton cloth
that was thick, heavy and
worn in multiple layers for
maximum warmth. Being
active helped keep up body
heat but moving around in
the numerous layers of heavy
clothing in and of itself could
be laborious.

Windows in the cabin had
to be sealed for the winter,
because most windows were
just holes in the cabin walls.
Glass was expensive and
hard to come by so it was
rarely used in cabins. News-
paper or cloth coated with
grease or half dressed deer
hides were sometimes used
to cover the windows during
the warm months. These
items allowed needed light
inside but kept out the rain.
Shutters sealed the windows
during the winter to keep out
some of the winter winds. 

Sealing up the windows
meant candles had to be used
for light, even during the
day. Candles, mainly being
made in the summer and fall,
needed to be plentiful

enough to last throughout the
winter. Rendered animal fat,
tallow from beef or lard from
pigs, with a cotton cord in it
sufficed as a candle when
beeswax was not available. 

Producing and storing
enough food to survive the
winter began in early spring
and didn’t stop until late fall.
Much of life revolved around
the production of food.
Droughts, wild fires, insects,
animals, villains and thieves,
and flooding, etc. could eas-
ily destroy a year’s supply of
food. Making food to feed
yourself was only part of it.
Raising fodder and grain to
feed your animals was also
important. If food fell short,
that often meant the loss of
needed farm animals, as they
had to be eaten as a means of
survival. 

This is just a small part of
the colonial life. 

Everything centered on
surviving, but they also
knew how to enjoy life and
how to love one another. 

Even with all the conven-
iences life now has to offer,
hardships will still find their
way into our lives. 

Are we making a positive
mark on society by building
relationships so we are able
to reach out to help our
neighbors when hard times
come?

https://www.queenbee
1755.com/

Photo credit: flickr.com



Veterinarian

Pritt
Well Drilling,

Inc.
Water Wells
WV010682 

87 Years Service
304-653-4491 
304-653-4900

Farm ~ Home
Auto

L. Jay Kniceley     
Insurance
Stop by our office!
818A Tenth Avenue

Marlinton

304-799-6243
For all your insurance

needs

Insurance 

TIRES IN
STOCK!
24-Hour Towing

Front-end Alignments

F&F 
Service CenterLLC 

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners 

Rt. 39 Huntersville
24 hour Wrecker & Rollback • State Inspections

• General Auto Repair 
• 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments  

304-799-6431
Night 304- 799-6079•304-799-7148

Auto Repair                                    Auto Repaif                                   

Retail  :  Clothing,  Gifts  and  More

Well Drilling                                                                  Well Supplies          

ALL TYPES
OF HOME

IMPROVEMENT! 

Burgess
Construction

TOP-NOTCH
CRAFTSMANSHIP AT A
REASONABLE PRICE!
LICENSED & INSURED

304-799-6143
WV048016

Construction            

Shipping Solutions

Bryant 
Construction, LLC

Marlinton, WV 24954
WV026274

Specializing in Residential
and Commercial Construction

304-799-4399

Painting Septic Services 

Indoor Air QualityExcavator

Rt. 219 Buckeye • 304-799-0860

Buckeye 
Hardware
GET WHAT YOU NEED!

• Hardware • Plumbing
• Electrical • Fencing
• Storage Solutions
• Lawn and Garden

• Pet and Livestock Needs
• U-Haul Rental and more

Auto Parts           

Parts Store
• State Inspections • Tires
• Batteries • Auto Servicing

• Mechanic on Duty
Open Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - noon

Durbin • 304-456-4505

VARNER

Sales • Service 
• Parts • Accessories
ATVs and Motorcycles

Polaris • Can-Am • Kymco
• Suzuki • Kawasaki and more

Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins
304-636-7732

M-F 9 a.m - 6 p.m. Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
elkinsmotorsports.net

ATV Sales/Service

Planning
a wedding,

festival, party
or a family gathering?

Don't wait! Reserve your
portable toilets now!

www.theouthousewv.com

Call for rates and to schedule delivery
304.456.5466

Special
Events

WV058103 

BACKHOE • DOZER
EXCAVATOR • DUMP TRUCK
CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM

INSTALLER
Free Estimates

Michael Miller
Spruce Flats Rd., Buckeye

304-799-2339 • 304-646-6695

Frankford 

Vet Hospital
MARLINTON 

OFFICE
410 Second Avenue, 
in Humane Society

Building

Mon. and Wed. 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

304-799-6181
Julie Gibson, DVM

Payton Mann, DVM
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

TOM’S GARAGE
1526 UPPER NORTH FORK RD.,

GREEN BANK
Batteries • Tires • Exhaust

Computer Diagnostics - American
& Imports • Transmission Flushes

• Fuel Injector Cleaning 
• Jasper Engines and Transmissions

304-456-3445
Please leave message

The MUCK 
TRUCK

Septic and Grease Trap Service
Portable Toilet Rental

Competitive pricing!
Fenwick

304-846-4600 • 304-651-2788
WV#2304-1625

BACK
OFF!
We Ain't

Hauling Milk.

Hardware

Rowan 
Well

Supplies
Water well

pumping systems, 
sales and installation
304-636-5055
304-940-6544

WV004493

ACCOUNTING,
PAYROLL & SMALL

BUSINESS HELP

All Business Reports and
Taxes, Personal and

Corporate Tax Returns
Notary Public

30 Years’ Experience

GILARDI TAX SERVICES

304-456-4787
1346 Thornwood Road • Bartow

gilarditaxservices@live.com

Assisted Living

Septic Tank
Installation,

Repair & Pumping
Quality Service

Affordable Rates
Certified, licensed Installer

WV#54-93-0015
VARNER CONSTRUCTION 

DURBIN, WV

304-456-4505 
304-456-4509

A-1 Pumping
LLC

204 Eighth St. Marlinton
304-992-7355
www.almostlocalhub.biz

Now offering
PACKAGE SHIPPING

DROP-OFF AND
PICKUP!

Multiple carriers - call for info.

MR. PAINTER
Residential

and Commercial
Painting
Billy Dunz,

Owner/Operator
WV048559

Over 25 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Epoxy Garage Flooring

Phone 304-799-7152
Cell 304-618-9420

mrpainter25@frontier.com

Stacy Tawney, DVM 
304-799-6803

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Large/Small Animals • Farm Calls
150 Carl McCarty Drive

4.2 mi. N on Rt. 28 from
Huntersville intersection 

Restaurant

Barber Shop

FIND THE RIGHT MATCH  FOR YOUR PROJECT!

BUSINESS  
& SERVICE 

DIRECTORY

Septic Services

Home Furnishings

Furnishings and
accessories for the

way you live.
Showroom and Warehouse
616 First Avenue,  Marlinton

304-799-6235

Furniture

Valentine 
Assisted Living

Affordable, Personalized
Quality Senior Care.

Private and semi-private rooms, quality
service and care.  Now offering physical,

occupational and speech therapy.
Owner and administrator, Denise Campbell, RN

Contact us for more information:

304-636-3900
521 Davis Avenue, Elkins

Accounting/Payroll

240-217-4303

The Mtn. Shop

Barber Stop
Old-school barbershop - hot
lather, straight razor shaves,

haircuts and trims
Slaty Fork, next to 

Why Not Shop
304-816-9072
Tues., Thurs. and Fri.

10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Call for Saturday availability
102 Eighth St., Marlinton,

304-816-9072
Wednesday

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

480 CASS ROAD • SLATY FORK

681-202-7139
Smoked meats and wild game. 
Meat by the platter or pound.
Sandwiches • Sides • More!
WE SMOKE ANYTHING!
See Menu on Facebook

Dine in / Carry out
Open Daily 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Tire Repair • New Tires
Oil Changes • Brakes 
    Major/Minor 
   Engine Repair
      AC Repair
Batteries and Wipers in stock!

Call to schedule an appointment
304-642-3383

315 Buffalo Mtn. Rd., Arbovale

Tyrel Beverage

Women’s Clothing
Shoes & Accessories

Wed. 10 a.m.  5 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.  5 p.m.

Green Bank Gallery Bldg.,
Green Bank

emmagracec.com

Unique Gifts, Décor,
Coffee, More

FRIDAY IS FRESH-
BAKED BREAD DAY!
THURSDAY IS SENIOR

DAY - 15% OFF!
8075 Wesley Chapel Rd.

Green Bank
Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Own a small business?   Is growing your business worth $22/month? 

$66 for three months, plus a  free  classified  ad monthly.  SIGN UP TODAY!  304-799-4973

Locally owned and operated
• Mold Remediation

• Odor Removal        
•  Air Quality Testing 

• Crawlspace Encapsulations
Free Inspections! 

304-370-4660
www.greenhomesolutions.com 

/morgantown-wv/
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LAST Sunday was re-
markable for the high winds
that prevailed. Evidences of
a storm centre were to be
seen on J. R. Moore’s place,
near Marlinton, where the
storm had torn down a hun-
dred feet of fence, carrying
heavy rails fifteen feet and
filling the road with debris.

G. H. MCLAUGHLIN
and Howard Bird have set
up a corn mill and crusher in
the old bowling alley, and
grind on Fridays and on
such other days as bring
enough grain in the mill to
warrant getting up steam.

THERE is a super abun-
dance of haystacks on
Knapp’s Creek, and feed for
hundreds of cattle can be
had on most favorable
terms.

AMONG the interesting
items is the information that
a fine son was born Decem-
ber 1st to Rev. and Mrs.
Echols, at Green Sulphur,
and named Richard Watson.

O. W. SLAVEN has re-
turned from the West, and is
expected to reach his fa-
ther’s home at Mill Point
next Friday. He is in the last
stages of consumption.

E. D. MCCLINTIC, of
Seattle, has gone to the
Klondike gold mines.

BUCKEYE
Dennis McNeill made a

flying trip to Driscol last
week.

A social was given the
young people by Mr. and
Mrs. Fleming, of this part,
which was real nice, but
some of the mischievous
boys caused some trouble
with “bounce.” If the boys
will keep down, we may
have another about Ground-
hog Day.

Misses Mattie Dorman
and Lula Auldridge have
been visiting at Academy.

Mrs. Rachel McCoy is
very sick and not expected
to recover.

Friday night at the social,
much valuable property was
destroyed by some unknown

persons on the outside who
were so ill bred as to bring
their jugs with them.

BIOGRAPHIC NOTES
THE late George Kee,

Esq., was one of the early
settlers of our county, and
deserves a place in the his-
tory of the Pocahontas peo-
ple. He was a native of
Tyronne, Ireland. He and his
brother William left Ireland
when he was under age, and
owing to the shipping regu-
lations, was not allowed to
embark as a regular passen-
ger. Young Kee went aboard
to see his brother off, and
concealed himself until too
far away at sea to be put off
the vessel… He came to
America in 1780, landing at

Philadelphia after a voyage
of 13 weeks. At Lancaster
City, the brothers spent
some time, and separated at
that place and never met
again, and Mr. Kee never
heard anything more of
him…

He came to Pendleton
county where he met a rela-
tive, Aaron Kee. This rela-
tive was a merchant and
furnished George Kee with
some goods and sent him to
Pocahontas County (then
Bath) to dispose of them. He
became acquainted with
John Jordan, who had been
in that business before him,
and Mr. Jordan had him to
make his home with him;
and for six or seven years he
spent the most of his time in

The Levels at John Jordan’s.
It seems, too, that the

young Irish merchant was
fond of making trips to
Joshua Buckley’s on the east
bank of the Greenbrier op-
posite the mouth of Swago
Creek. Hettie Buckley, with
her smart and tidy ways,
took his fancy, and they
were married in 1800 and
opened up their home at the
place now occupied by
Aaron Kee, a grandson, two
miles below Marlinton…

There were six sons and
one daughter. Two of the
sons died in childhood. The
four sons that lived to be
grown were Joshua Buckley,
Andrew, John and William.
The daughter’s name was
Hannah…

History,
from page 7

BIRTH
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Russell

D. Sharp, of Warwick, a son, on
Tuesday, January 27, 1948.

DEATHS
Lloyd Wayne Underwood,

aged 3 years, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Renick Underwood, of
Zelienople, Pennsylvania, died
Friday, January 23, 1948, of
pneumonia. The little body was
laid to rest in Beaver Creek
Cemetery… The little boy is
survived by his parents, a
brother, Charles, and sister, Cora
Sue. A little brother and sister,
Eugene and Judy Elaine, pre-
ceded him in death five months
since.

75, from 
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order that they might be sent a mile
to the store for a bottle of cough
syrup…

DIED
Harry McDowell, an aged and

highly respected colored citizen,
died at his home in the Brush Coun-
try Monday morning, January 22,
1923… His age is about 82 years.
He is survived by a large family of
children. He was twice married.

Harry McDowell, in many re-
spects, was a remarkable man. He
was born a slave, and was raised by
the Burgher family in Bath County,
near the historical Windy Cove
Church. At the outbreak of the War
Between the States, his master and
the other men folks went to the

army and Harry was left in charge
of the plantation, to care for the
women and children. He was faith-
ful to his trust in every particular, in
trying times when the county was
invaded time and again by the op-
posing forces.

Uncle Harry had a retentive
memory, and his knowledge of the
local history of Bath and Pocahon-
tas county was unusual. When he
was a man of mature years, he
taught himself to read, his text-
books being the Bible and the
county paper.

About 46 years ago, Harry Mc-
Dowell came to Pocahontas county.
He bought land and established a
home in the Brush Country. He
lived a useful life and was univer-
sally respected.

- - -
Joseph H. Wilson, colored, aged

72 years, departed this life January
17, 1923, at the hospital at Denmar,

where he had been under treatment
for some time.

Thus passes one of the best-
known and best beloved men of this
county and state. He was born a
slave on the Wilderness Farm in
Bath county, and moved to this
county as a young man 46 years ago
and established a home in the Brush
Country near Marlinton. He never
married.

For about 40 years, he has, from
time to time during each year, gone
with hunting and fishing parties
into the woods and in the intimate
life of the camp came to know hun-
dreds of the most prominent men in
West Virginia and there never was
a man who met Uncle Joe that did
not like him. It is not too much to
say that, during his long life, Uncle
Joe never had a disagreement with
anybody. He was a good man and a
good citizen.

Judge McClinitc writes us from

Bluefield: “I will send you before
this week is over, a memorial and
appreciation of Joseph Wilson.
Only a court of many cases pre-
vented my attending the funeral.”

- - -
Joseph Newton Friel was born

December 8, 1853 and died No-
vember 28, 1922. On February 11,
1875, he married Virginia C. Dun-
can, and to this union was born
eleven children, Albert, Carl, Jere-
miah, Josephine, Orlena, Mahala,
Morris, Page, Dee and Grace. Ten
of these children survive their
mother, who departed this life April
9, 1897.

Mr. Friel’s second marriage was
with Maggie J. Wilson…

Mr. Friel was a member of one of
the oldest of Pocahontas families.
He was a good citizen… His body
was laid to rest in the Sharp grave-
yard…

100, from 
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- - -
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Jack,

of Slaty Fork, are announc-
ing the engagement of their
daughter, Doris Elaine, to
Claude E. Sharp, Jr., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Sharp,
Sr., of Marlinton…

- - -
Mr. and Mrs. J. Z. John-

son, of Marlinton, announce
the engagement of their
daughter, Harriet Beverly, to
Richard Paul Ottaviano, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel J.
Ottaviano, of Mineola, New
York…

BIRTHS
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Her-

bert Friel, of Marlinton, a
son, named Brian Eugene.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Sean
Doherty, of Arlington, Vir-
ginia, a daughter, named Jen-
nifer Jean.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Gary
Keffer, of Franklin, a son,
named David Christopher.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Don-
ald H. Bennett, of Elkins, a
daughter, named Lisa Dawn.

DEAHTS
Mrs. Thelma McLaughlin

Sizemore, 54, of Strasburg,
Virginia, formerly of Dun-
more; burial in the
McLaughlin Cemetery at

Dunmore.
Clarence Glenn Irvine, 52,

of Mill Point, a son of the
late Frank and Florence
Shinaberry Irvine. Burial in
Oak Grove Cemetery at
Hillsboro.

Gebbart “G. B.” Geiger,
68, of Marlinton; burial in
the Stony Bottom Cemetery.

Each year, the Alpha
Gamma Chapter of
Delta Kappa Gamma

Society International pro-
vides a $300 scholarship to a
young woman from Poca-
hontas County who is pursu-
ing a degree in Education.
This year’s recipient is Chloe
Hardesty, who is a sopho-
more at WVU.  

The purpose of the organ-
ization is to promote the pro-
fessional and personal
growth of women educators
and excellence in education.

Alpha Gamma Chapter
members are educators from
Greenbrier, Monroe and Poc-
ahontas counties.
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Hardesty receives scholarship

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon.
Call 304-799-4973

Oak Hall, Broker 
Tiki Hall, Associate Broker

Sales Associates: Doris Doyle, Randy Wilfong,
Sandra Stimpson, Kathy Owens, Nolan Calabro, 

Tom Workman, Tom Boothe, Teresa Nottingham, 
Brian Woodruff, Elizabeth Woodruff, Lisa Circle,   

Kathryn Stauffer, Chuck Stevens, KC Halstead,
Cindy Boswell, Jamie Kellison

Office Assistant: Charles Malcom
www.property4u.com

MARLINTON OFFICE

304-799-0579
18102 Seneca Trail, Rt. 219

Marlinton, WV 24954

888-799-0579

SNOWSHOE BRANCH

304-572-4440
Located two miles north of Rt. 219/66

Downtown Mace

Agents Wanted, NO MLS FEES. Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth? Find out BEFORE you lease. Land pools

have a louder voice! Call us TODAY about how you can join. wvminerals.com

LISTINGS

5636 – Lewisburg.
Exclusive Lampligh-
ter Subdivision. Lot
35. 0.462 acre. Prop-
erty is close to all the
best the Greenbrier
Valley has to offer!
Title insurance avail-
able. – $7,900

6420 – Marlinton.
2.20 acres lying on
two levels. First area
is accessed via Rt.
219. Second is a step
down bordering the
Greenbrier River.
Near the Greenbrier
River Trail. – $60,000

6421 – Seebert. 5.44
acres with great
views of the Green-
brier River valley
and the town of See-
bert. – $80,000

6422 – Seebert. Three
acres with great
views of the Green-
brier River valley
and the town of See-
bert. – $80,000

6423 – Green Bank.
Cozy 1BR/1BA cabin
on 1.1 acres. Coun-
try setting. Peaceful
views. Close to the
Greenbrier River,
national forest, Cass
Scenic Railroad and
Snowshoe. – $68,500

6424 – Marlinton.
4BR/2BA, two-story
brick home with
attached two-car ga-
rage on a large town
lot. Spacious rooms.
Kitchen has plenty
of cabinets. Hard-
wood flooring and
tiled bathrooms. –
$225,000

5583 – Buckeye. 2.09
acres in Duncan’s
Landing, a restricted
river community. Out
of the flood plain.
Common access to
the Greenbrier River,
boat landing and
picnic area. – $22,000

6193 – Dunmore.
2BR/1BA main ca-
bin and 2BR partial-
ly finished second
cabin on five semi-
private acres in the
Quiet Zone. Near
the Greenbrier River
Trail. – $284,000

6382 – Arbovale.
28+ beautiful acres.
Small creek, two-to-
three acres of flat
pastureland. The
rest is wooded hill-
side.  – $89,000

6297 – Snowshoe.
2.30 wooded acres at
Sunset Mountain, a
protected communi-
ty. Building site and
potential views. –
$7,500

6431 – Quinwood.
2BR/1BA home with
metal roof. Has fire
and water damage.
Sold as is. – $5,900

6462 – Arbovale.
2BR/1BA cabin on
1.06 acres within
walking distance of
national forest. Close
to Deer Creek, Green-
brier River and Trail,
Green Bank Observ-
atory and Cass Sce-
nic Railroad. –
$80,000

6463 – Brownsburg.
2BR/1BA ranch home
on 9.57 acres in the
country. Convenient
to Marlinton and
recreational venues.
Close to the Green-
brier and Williams
rivers and national
forest. Near Snow-
shoe. – $85,000

6325 – Rainelle. 92
acres of woodland
with some timber.
The property is lo-
cated at the end of a
peaceful farm valley
and backs up against
the Meadow River
Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. –
$275,000

6396 – Droop Moun-
tain. One acre with
easy access via
paved road. Just
minutes from the
Greenbrier River
Trail, Beartown State
Park and national
forest. Great loca-
tion. No restrictions.
– $19,000 
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304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2019 Chevy 
SILVERADO RST

Crew cab, 4x4, 5.3 V8. Local trade.

$32,495

23033A

2021 Chevy 
EQUINOX LT

All wheel drive, rear camera, 
heated seats, Bluetooth, 

alloy wheels, remote start. 

$26,995

922096

2021 Chevy 
TRAVERSE LS

All wheel drive, third row seating, 
alloy wheels. One owner. 28,800 miles.

$31,495

922097

2015 Dodge 
DURANGO LIMITED

Loaded. All wheel drive, 3.6 V6, 
sunroof, leather, heated seats. 

$18,995

22145A

2016 Jeep 
WRANGLER UNLIMITED

Sport, 4x4, 3.6 V6. Hydro Blue.

$26,495

922088

2021 Nissan 
ROGUE S

2.5 4cyl, rear camera, alloy wheels.
Clean. Local trade. 23,300 miles.  

$25,995

922043C

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,

Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps
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TRIVIA ANSWERS: (1). Eisenhower (2). Greenwich (3). Mentos (4). Sweet Caroline

HILLSBORO GIRL SCOUTS recently visited the Hillsboro Town Office and met
with Mayor Gail Siers. They learned about the Mayor’s job and the work of the
Hillsboro Town Council. The Mayor talked about new things that are happening
in town and invited the scouts to stop in to see him anytime they want to talk about
or have questions about the town. 

Pictured, front row: Alessia Miller, Elliott Seldomridge, Mayor Gail Siers, Bianca
Arnold and Aliza Cedarleaf. Second row: Annabell Swan, Sadie Brown, Madison
Scott, Emma Pugh, Lydia Taylor, Alida McNeel, Rylee Calhoun and Elena Cedar-
leaf. Not pictured: Ella Pugh, Elizabeth Sharp and Alayna Sharp.

Girl Scouts visit Mayor

DELTA KAPPA GAMMA Alpha Gamma chapter co-
president Lois McCutcheon, right, presented the orga-
nization’s scholarship to Chloe Hardesty.
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