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Every now and then, a
character comes
along whose name is

remembered long after they
have passed. 

Warren “Tweard” Black-
hurst was one of those char-
acters.

Blackhurst is known for
his books such as “Riders of
the Flood” and “Sawdust in
Your Eye,” which tell about
the history and people of
Cass during the logging
boom. 

His writing career was just
one part of the fascinating
life led by the man called
Tweard. His life’s story is
kept alive by family mem-
bers who inherited his zeal
for storytelling – including
his great-nephew, Bob
Sheets, of Green Bank.

Blackhurst was the sixth
child of Rev. Harry Black-
hurst and Lula May Burner,
and the first of their 11 chil-
dren to be born in Arbovale
in Pocahontas County. His
five older siblings were born
in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
and the five younger ones
were born in Cass.

Many of the children were
given nicknames, including
Harry, who was known as
Buzz; and Homer, who was
known as Butter. Tweard got
his nickname from his sister,
Liz.

The family was sitting
around the dinner table when
Liz spoke up about Warren
not having a nickname.

“I guess they were just

talking and Liz said, ‘every-
body at the table’s got a nick-
name except you, Warren,
and you’re just weird,’”
Sheets said. “She had a lisp.
She had a bit of a speech im-
pediment, and it came out
Tweard, and it stuck. From
then on, he was Tweard.”

Tweard attended Cass
Graded School and gradu-
ated from Green Bank High
School. He worked at the

Cass mill for several years
before attending Glenville
State Teachers College,
where he earned his educa-
tion degree. He also took
classes at West Virginia Uni-
versity and Davis & Elkins

College.
He returned to his alma

mater, Green Bank, and
taught English and Latin for
32 years.

WARREN “TWEARD” BLACKHURST doing one of his many jobs as the first com-
mentator on the Cass Scenic Railroad State Park Whittaker and Bald Knob runs. 

AT RIGHT, TWO of Black-
hursts six books “Riders of
the Flood” and “Sawdust in
Your Eyes” depict life in the
town of Cass during the
logging boom. Blackhurst
drew inspiration from the
people of Cass and his per-
sonal experiences working
in the Cass mill.
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304-799-4636     
naturesmountainplayground.com

Allow others a sense of discovery by leaving rocks, plants, archaeological
artifacts and other objects of interest as you find them. Minimize site

alterations. Leave areas as you found them. Do not dig trenches for tents
or construct lean-tos, tables, chairs or other rudimentary improvements.

If you clear an area of surface rocks, twigs or pine cones replace these
items before leaving. For high-impact sites, it is appropriate to clean up the site and

dismantle inappropriate user-built facilities, such as multiple fire rings and constructed
seats or tables. Consider the idea that good campsites are found and not made.
The Pocahontas County CVB is a partner with Leave No Trace and promotes the Seven

Principles of Environmental Stewardship to minimize user-impacts to the outdoors.
Learn more at https://Int.org/why/7-principles/

PRINCIPAL #4:
LEAVE WHAT YOU

FIND

304-799-4640
www.bankatcity.com

Will he or will he
not see his shadow?
Either way spring is just around
the corner.
It’s time to start planning those
home improvement projects.

A Home Equity
Line of Credit 
is a great way

to finance
those projects

Ask one of our Personal
Bankers for details.
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The man behind the books

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

At the January 24
Pocahontas County
Board of Education

meeting, superintendent
Terrence Beam spoke about
the need for PRO – Preven-
tion Resource Officers – in
the school system. There
was a PRO program in the
past, with officers from the
Pocahontas County Sher-
iff’s department dividing
time between the depart-
ment and the school sys-
tem.

It has been several years
since officers have been in
the schools, and Beam said
it is time to discuss bring-
ing them back.

“We’ve been talking
about this for quite a while
now,” he said. “If we would
be given permission to hire
one, it would primarily be
for Pocahontas County
High School, but they
would be assigned to all
five schools in the event
that we have an issue some-
where else. If the board ap-
proves two positions, the
[second] officer will be
used mostly at the middle
schools.”

Posting the position for
two PRO officers was on
the agenda, but Beam said

that he doesn’t want to post
the position until the board
has reviewed the proposal
and agrees with what the
officers will be asked to do
at the schools.

Beam added that the vet-
ting process for hiring an
officer will be strict be-
cause if the board agrees
that the officer should be
armed, Beam said they
want to make sure the
armed individual is prop-
erly trained.

“Our intent is to try to
find a retired officer that al-
ready has the training and
has a permit to carry a
gun,” he said. “We’re not
just going to hire a civilian
and put a gun on their side
and say, ‘you’re a security
officer.’ It’s not going to be
that way.”

The board discussed the
issue and approved to post
two positions for PRO offi-
cers and agreed that the of-
ficers should be allowed to
carry a gun.

In updates:
• Ruth Bland gave an up-

date on the preschool pro-
gram and explained the
process of placing students
there.

Bland said preschool ap-
plication will be March 1

BOE discusses
need for PRO
program

Melondy Phillips
Staff Writer

An average size family
on the frontier con-
sisted of seven to 10

children. Having children
meant more hands to help
and more men for the militia.
A small homestead of 200 to
800 acres generally needed
about nine adults to keep
crops growing and harvested
on time.

Due to many factors, such
as illness, infection, attacks,
etc., only half of the children
born on the frontier survived
to maturity.  

Compassion for children
was well-practiced on the
frontier. There was one story
about a man walking down
the road and when passing a
woman with a baby asked if
he could hold the child for
just a moment. Although the
mother was hesitant she
eventually handed the baby
to the man. The gentleman

held the baby close to his
chest for a few minutes be-
fore handing it back. With
tears running down his face
he placed a few gold nuggets
in the baby’s blanket to help
care of it.

Parents loved their chil-
dren very much and knew
how to raise them in the art
of “being loved, not pam-
pered,” and “tenderness but
not softness.” Children
learned that work and re-
sponsibilities were just a part
of life, as were looking out
for each other and helping
those in need without ex-
pecting anything in return. 

It was not uncommon for
unsupervised eight year olds,
with guns, to be carrying
large pails to get water from
the creek or fending off wild
animals to protect the live-
stock.

Children started working
as soon as they were able.
They were assigned chores
matching their ability and

size. Most of the chores were
not seen as boy or girl spe-
cific things with the excep-
tions that boys usually
learned barrel making and
horse shoeing, while girls
cared for younger siblings,
and worked at sewing and
spinning wool. 

Even toddlers could help
out by rocking a baby to
sleep. 

By the age of four or five,
young girls began to learn
how to shear sheep, prep
wool for spinning and how to
sew and knit. They made
clothing and bed sheets to
keep the family warm in the
winter. 

Boys learned to make
shingles and helped split
wood. A young boy also be-
came a henchman for his dad
when he went out hunting. If
a pond was nearby while
they were out, the young fel-
low might catch fish to help
feed the family.

If fences and buildings

needed to be built or
mended, all the children took
part in the work.

Until the children learned
how to feed the animals, they
learned how to make and
store hay, and gather fresh
fruits and vegetables for both
family and animals. 

Children from five to
seven years old would clean,
milk the cows and make but-
ter, make candles, draw
water from the creek, gather

stones for building, tend the
fire, help with harvest, and
keep the farm animals out of
the crops. 

By age seven, most chil-
dren were capable of hitch-
ing up and driving a buggy.

Boys as young as nine
could get apprenticeships;
this helped ensure a good job
or trade by the time they
were old enough to marry.

Older girls honed their
skills of cooking, spinning

wool, sewing, knitting, pre-
serving food and making
soap.

All these skills were es-
sential to life. 

As hard as all this sounds,
kids were kids and knew
how to turn many of their
chores into games. 

Who could shear the sheep
the fastest with the most ac-
curacy? 

Children on the frontier
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Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

In 2022, 128 felonies and
855 misdemeanors were
filed in Pocahontas

County Magistrate Court.
Of the felonies, 90 were

transferred to circuit court,
13 were dismissed without
prejudice, four were dis-
missed with prejudice, one
was dismissed by the magis-
trate, 14 had no probable
cause found and six have had
no action.

Of the misdemeanors, 167
ended with a no contest plea,
nine had a plea agreement of
no contest, 188 ended with a
guilty plea, 17 had a plea
agreement of guilty, eight

had a guilty verdict, 79 were
dismissed, 27 were dis-
missed without prejudice, 47
were dismissed with preju-
dice, 41 were dismissed by
the magistrate, 11 were dis-
missed due to plea agree-
ment, one was dismissed due

to a deferred sentence, eight
had proceedings deferred,
one had a not guilty verdict,
two were transferred to cir-
cuit court, one was with-
drawn and 284 have had no
action.

Rather than an election
in a town the size of
Marlinton, it is a

shame we cannot walk
across the street and tell our
neighbor, “Now, its your
turn!” That would give oth-
ers a taste of reality and the
opportunity to experience
what is involved, even in a
small town. Obviously, that
is not realistic and elections
are the best alternative.

Having hoped to be one
and done at the end of the
first term, I never dreamed
about a second term. But
everything takes longer than
expected and you end up
stuck. The Old Testament
calls it laboring for that
which will not satisfy. 

Certainly, I could not
imagine running again for a
third term. Why would any-
one subject themselves to a
responsibility that most do
not want, at a salary that is
more laughable than it is
sad? 

For the last six months, I
have prayed without receiv-
ing a clear answer. As re-
cently as early December,
my answer has been; “No. I
have had enough. It’s time
for someone else to have
their turn.” Also, for the last
six months, I have been
asked over and over again, if
I would consider running for

one more term, and I kept
thinking no way - I believe in
term-limits at the local level,
too. 

So, why would I decide to
run for a third term as
Mayor? Mainly as an alter-
native. Certainly, it is not that
I think I am the brightest
bulb in the box. I simply re-
alize the tremendous need
for a couple of other projects
that need to be completed. I
know others who are more
capable. If they file, please
feel free to vote for them and
send me home. It would not
make me mad. 

My wife says; “You can’t
pray and worry about some-
thing at the same time.” But,
that is exactly what I had
been doing. Worry never
helps anything. But the
prayers of others must have.
Because, when I got real
with myself – the only rea-
son I could come up with for
not running was this … 

“I wanted to do  – what I
wanted to do!“ 

We are living in a time
when a selfish spirit is part of
the problem at so many lev-
els. Our churches are in-
fected with a lack of
commitment. Civic groups
and Lodge memberships are
declining. Look at what is
going on in the county with
our volunteer fire depart-
ments and emergency serv-

ices! Volunteerism and Pub-
lic Service really do come
down to “Service above
self.” Whining and com-
plaining does not correct
problems. Work, and often
hard work that no one wants
to do, is the answer. Hard
work – and prayer – is the
only real approach to solving
our problems.

Leading up to the first
term, my faith was a concern
for some. Being Mayor and
a pastor was a concern for
me, as well. But, I have
found the Mayor’s Office
provides numerous opportu-
nities for the trying of faith,
which produces patience and
the Lord knew I needed pa-
tience. Only God above
knows what tomorrow
brings. Opportunities for
Ministry are all around us.
So everyone knows how I
stand; I believe the Apostles’
Creed. I believe in The
Golden Rule. That pretty
much sums up the way I ap-
proach things. 

So, Friday, January 20, I
filed the paperwork for a
third run as Mayor. This will
disappoint some. Others will
be glad – at least for now.
But, for those of you who
kept asking, and said you
would help if I would run –
here we go again. 

Sam

Municipal elections
will be held June
13, 2023 in Durbin,

Hillsboro and Marlinton for
the offices of mayor, council

member and recorder.
Candidates are encouraged

to submit an announcement
of their intent and qualifica-
tion to The Pocahontas
Times.

These announcements will
be published free of charge.

Announcements may be
submitted by email to jsgra
ham@pocahontastimes.com

Municipal election candidates

Sam Felton ~ Candidate
for Mayor of Marlinton
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Magistrate court ~ year in review

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials posted on Facebook!

Cook’s Choice All Weekend!
Call for details.

FREE WI-FI
At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233

www.greenbriergrille.com
Winter hours: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Closed Wednesday. 

Hours subject to change due to weather.

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Tuesday, February 14

Menu Options:

Please call to make reservations, on the hour 
between 4 and 7 p.m. Space is limited. 

304-799-4888

Baked Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes and
Gravy, Green Beans,
Corn, Salad, Roll and

Dessert 
$25 plus tax 
per person

Lasagna, 
Salad, Roll 

and Dessert
$21 plus tax 
per person

BARBECUE LUNCH 
FUNDRAISER

Friday, Feb. 10 • 11a.m. - 5 p.m.
Hillsboro Senior Satellite Center

Barbecue sandwich,
coleslaw on the
side, chips, dessert

and drink… $10
Extra sandwiches can be 
purchased for $5 each.

Presented by Pocahontas County Senior Citizens, Inc.
All proceeds go to Meals on Wheels for our seniors.

304-799-5471
Rt. 39 • Marlinton

Follow us on Facebook

Locust Hill
Restaurant

TRIVIA 
THURSDAY = FUN

AND LAUGHS! 
Grab a friend or two and

have a fun night out!
Trivia starts at 6:15 p.m.

Restaurant open
5 - 7:30 p.m. Pub menu.

Friday and 
Saturday

5 - 7:30 p.m.
Entreé menu: WV Black Angus

steaks, salmon, homemade
crab cakes, trout and more.

Reservations recommended.

West Virginia State
Auditor JB Mc-
Cuskey has intro-

duced legislation to protect
West Virginians and their
property from a growing
threat. Nationals from the
People’s Republic of China,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, North
Korea and others on the
State Department’s Coun-
tries of Concern list, will be
banned from buying natural
resources, farmland and
property, under the Audi-
tor’s new legislation.  West
Virginia Commissioner of
Agriculture Kent Leonhardt
supports this bill and has
joined Auditor McCuskey
to encourage lawmakers to
pass the legislation. 

“As many work to try to
build a globalist society, it
has never been more impor-
tant to protect domestic en-
ergy production and our
domestic food supply
chains,” McCuskey said.
“There are no protections in
place right now to prevent
the Chinese, Russian or
Saudi Arabian governments
from purchasing property or
mineral interests in West
Virginia. These govern-
ments have proven them-
selves to be enemies of
American prosperity, thus it
is our duty to ensure that
they cannot leverage our
own assets against us. The
legislation I am proposing
takes a preemptive step to
protect our property and our
people.”

As Auditor, McCuskey is
also the land commissioner
for the state of West Vir-
ginia and conducts the
property tax sales for real
estate and mineral interests. 

“As we continue to bat-
tle supply chain issues, ris-
ing energy prices and out of
control inflation, we need to
be thoroughly aware of who
is investing in American
owned assets,” Commis-
sioner Leonhardt said.
“Agriculture is a prime tar-
get by bad foreign actors,
and they will do anything to
steal, copy or divert re-
sources that benefit their
own country. We have
grave concerns regarding
the future of American
farmland and this bill is a
step in the right direction in
protecting our nation’s in-
terests,” 

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture data shows Chinese
ownership of United States

farmland went from $81
million in 2010 to $1.8 bil-
lion in 2020, according to
the Wall Street Journal. 

Senator Ryan Weld of
Brooke County and Dele-
gate Steve Westfall of Jack-
son County are lead
sponsors of the bill.

Additionally, the bill
would require any business
which wants to participate
in the tax sale to register
with the Secretary of State’s
Office and creates a bidder
registry for individuals, pre-
venting drug dealers, crimi-
nals and those who do not
have West Virginia’s inter-
est at heart from bidding. 

For more information,
contact Kallie.Cart@WV
SAO.gov

Members of the West
Virginia House of
Delegates took

steps last week to improve
the state’s foster care system
and to help high school stu-
dents advance with career
pathways.

House Bill 3061 would
update the authority of the
state’s Foster Care Ombuds-
man, adding a duty to thor-
oughly investigate and
resolve reported allegations
of abuse and neglect, a child
who has died, a sustained
critical incident or a child in
the juvenile justice system.

“We think this is a meas-
ured approach we can take as
a Legislature to help the chil-
dren who are in foster care
by improving one system
that’s within the system,”
said House Health and
Human Resources Commit-
tee Vice Chair Heather Tully,
R-Nicholas, who sponsored
the bill with House Health
and Human Resources Com-
mittee Chair Amy Summers,
R-Taylor. 

The bill would protect the
Ombudsman from being
forced to testify in any court
proceeding that involves the
Ombudsman’s official du-
ties. It would provide confi-

dentiality during an investi-
gation if the Ombudsman re-
ceives information of an
imminent risk of serious
harm. The bill also would
shield the Foster Care Om-
budsman from any prohibi-
tion against releasing its
recommendations to the gov-
ernor’s office and the Legis-
lature. The measure was read
a first time on the House
floor Friday, January 27.

A bill that would create a
dual enrollment pilot pro-
gram advanced from the
House Education Commit-
tee. Under House Bill 2005,
the four-year pilot would
fund higher education insti-
tutions that offer dual-enroll-
ment courses to the state’s
secondary school students
that help lead them to careers
or continued education in
certain designated career
pathways, such as direct
healthcare, education, agri-
culture, construction, infor-
mation technology and
STEM, among others. The
program would operate
under the West Virginia
Higher Education Policy
Commission and the Council
for Community and Techni-
cal College Education in
partnership with the West

Virginia Department of Edu-
cation. The bill now goes to
the House Finance Commit-
tee for consideration.

House Bill 2113, which
would increase the criminal
sentencing penalties for a
parent, guardian or custodian
for child abuse resulting in
injury and child abuse or
neglect creating a risk of in-
jury unanimously passed the
House January 26. No fines
would change as a result of
the bill, but a prior child
abuse conviction would re-
sult in an increased penalty.

A bill clarifying the au-
thority and obligations of the
executive branch during a
state of emergency was sent
back to the Senate after a
near-unanimous vote out of
the House January 24. The
limit on the duration of a
state of preparedness or state
of emergency was trimmed
in the House from 90 to 60
days. Only three members
voted against the measure,
Senate Bill 128.

A total of 1,122 House
bills have been introduced as
of January 27, and 19 of
those have passed the House. 

The 60-day, regular leg-
islative session ends at mid-
night March 11.

McCuskey introduces
legislation to ban
Countries of Concern
from tax sales

State Auditor JB McCuskey

House of Delegates – for the
week ending January 27, 2023

Advertising Deadline is Monday at noon.

Call 304-799-4973

Dan Lawton 
Mountain State Spotlight

An influential West
Virginia state senator
said last week that he

will soon introduce a bill to
undo legislation he spon-
sored last year making most
jail records in the state con-
fidential.

Senate Judiciary Chairman
Charles Trump, R–Morgan,
said in an interview he re-
grets creating a new exemp-
tion to the state’s Freedom of
Information Act when he
sponsored Senate Bill 441.

“We need to make sure
that whatever we do doesn’t

shrink the accessibility of in-
formation from FOIA,”
Trump said.

Trump’s change in course
is a reaction to reporting by
Mountain State Spotlight,
which revealed that the bill’s
primary effect was to further
cloak in secrecy what hap-
pens inside the state’s noto-
riously dangerous jails. The
bill was passed unanimously
in the House and Senate, al-
though Trump, along with
two other legislators, later
said they regretted support-
ing it.

Trump won’t be seeking to
repeal the entire law, but will
instead attempt to return it to

an earlier version, in which a
Senate amendment ensured
that it wouldn’t override the
state’s Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. Doing so will nul-
lify any effect of the law.

Delegate Mike Pushkin,
D-Kanawha, said that if
Trump doesn’t introduce a
bill to restore public access
to jail records, he will.

Pushkin, chair of the West
Virginia Democratic Party,
said last month that he didn’t
know that the bill would re-
strict the availability of jail
records from adult correc-
tional facilities when he
voted for it.

Senate leader promises to
walk back jail secrecy law 

see Law pg 6



1. This is arguably the
greatest song in history –
about a one-night stand. He
compares this woman to an
exciting ride in a powerful
sports car. Name this 1982
“Prince” auto.

2. Bruce Springsteen
wrote and sang this “B” side
of “Dancing in the Dark.”
Natalie Cole covered it and
had a bigger hit with it in
1988. Oh, Elvis also owned

one of these cars.
3. This one is from the

Beach Boys. Her name was
Shirley Johnson and she bor-
rowed her father’s car to go
study at the library. But, no!
She went to the hamburger
drive in to have fun, fun, fun.
What kind of car did
Shirley’s father own?

4. Enough of that. The

Nile is the longest river in
Africa. Name the longest
river in South America.
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PCHS 
Lady Warriors

PINK
OUT

Saturday, Feb. 11

2 p.m. • PCHS Gymnasium
Varsity Only

Alicia Tallman
atallman@newriver.edu

Take the first steps
to your new future!
Spring 2023 Rolling Start

Courses begin February 27.
We can help you with 

admissions, financial aid,
registration and more!

Use this cream…
A day…
Or two…
Then don’t call her…
She’ll call you.
Burma-Shave

The poorest guy…
In the…
Human race…
Can have a…
Million dollar face.
Burma-Shave

A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

TRIVIA – a little 

something to think about
Courtesy of Chuck Cornell

By Stanley Wooddell
The Pocahontas Times
February 10, 1975

Before Snowshoe
began developing
the big resort on

Cheat Mountain, the name
Cupp Run was seldom ever
heard.

Cupp Run is a clear, cool
stream rising and draining
a large section of land on
the west side of Cheat
Mountain, a tributary of the
Big Spring Branch of Elk
River. This stream is sel-
dom noticed by travelers as
it sinks before it reaches the
road and is dry there most
of the time. This was al-
ways a good fishing
stream, and I have fished
there many times and could
always catch a mess of nic-

native Brook trout.
In 1875, Daniel P. Cupp

purchased 480 acres of land
on this stream and from this
land the stream was named
Cupp Run. The former
owner of this land was John
P. Porter, of Hightown, Vir-
ginia.

My granddad moved to
Elk River in 1876 and built
a log house on what was
then known as the George
Gwin land, later owned by
Samuel B. Moore.

About that same year, a
cabin was built on Cupp
Run near where the barn
and house now stand. My
granddad and Mr. Gilkin-
son hacked (known now as
girdling by the Forest Serv-
ice) for several years at 75
cents an acre.

Cupp Run Challenge
~ Monday, February 6

Cupp Run history 
~ 100 years
~ 1875 to 1975

see Cupp pg 11

Finding Xiao Ming
Part Two

“There are two kinds of
adventurers: those who go
truly hoping to find adven-
ture and those who go se-
cretly hoping they don’t.”
William Least Heat Moon

I’m not sure which of the
above categories de-
scribes me.

Perhaps, Mr. Least Heat
Moon, there is another cate-
gory of adventurer; those
who stumble into the un-
known. Sometimes, it is easy
to do when you agree to
something without exercis-
ing due diligence.

Although many things
would happen in the weeks
ahead that bear some resem-
blance to the exploits of In-
diana Jones, I am certainly
not a knight in shining
armor, or even rusty armor,
for that matter. 

I abide by the motto, “Dis-
cretion is the better part of
valor.” I always exercised
this stricture when planning
a mountain climb or running
a wild river; it’s a piece of
wisdom that has always
served me well. 

That said, I am also a man
of my word. When I agree to
do something, I let nothing
stand in my way.

With the efforts to find
Xiao Ming, I ran headlong
into something I only par-
tially understood at the out-
set. 

Yet, these unexpected
challenges would broaden
my understanding of a world
foreign to me, and increase
my tolerance for discomfort
and danger.

Anyway, compared to In-
diana Jones, I am not much
to look at, not as daring nor
as clever. Lao Taitai would
be the unflappable character
in the story of Xiao Ming.
She was the proverbial
“force to be reckoned with.”

I still had two weeks in
Beijing before fully realizing
what lay in store for us in our
search for Xiao Ming. In the
remaining time, I indulged
myself in something I had
been planning since arriving
in Beijing; climbing the
Great Wall of China.

The Chinese military
frown upon such feats, al-
though the regular citizenry
sightseers seemed to enjoy
the stunt. Anyway, for the
price of a bit of risk, I could
secure a real whopper of a
story to share with my future
granddaughters.

I recruited two fellow stu-
dents to help in avoiding de-
tection by the authorities.

Both collaborators were Aus-
tralian. 

My father, who spent his
final months of World War II
in the Down Under, often
mentioned the daring-do of
the Australians. He said,
“They’re a tough bunch,
those Aussies.” 

We arrived at a parking
area near the Great Wall to a
mixed bag of transportation
options. There were buses,
bicycles, motorcycles, mili-
tary vehicles, and a single
Bactrian camel; all saddled
up and ready to go.

We spent the first hour
timing the military guards
that marched up and back a
given section of the wall for

their entire shift. I didn’t
want to get shot off the Great
Wall of China by an
overzealous soldier. 

I had about 20 minutes to
get down to the “Mongolian”
side of the wall and climb
back up the 30 feet of sheer
wall to the top again. 

My inspiration for such a
meaningless prank? 

It was a Gary Larson Far
Side cartoon depicting a
horse plastered to the wall
and its Mongol rider on the
ground rubbing his head,
saying, “Where did that
come from?” 

I found it hilarious, but I
understand that Larson isn’t
everybody’s cup of tea, just
those with an ironic sense of
humor. I suggest you Google
this cartoon to see where you
fall on the humor spectrum.

China built the 13,000-
mile-long wall over a period
of several Chinese dynasties.
Construction began in the
7th Century BC on a barrier
designed to keep out invad-
ing nomadic groups. 

It didn’t work; walls sel-
dom do. Most countries
eventually figure that out.

Well, if the Great Wall
couldn’t keep out a simple
corn-fed boy from Southern
Ohio, I doubt it kept out raid-
ing Huns, Tatars and Mon-
gols.

Seeking Xiao Ming
Because this article is

about the search for a 43-
year-old woman who be-
came separated from her
mother in 1949, I’ll skip over
my other experiences in Bei-
jing and get right to the heart
of the matter – finding Xiao
Ming. 

And, in every sense, it was
a matter of the heart. 

Sixty-three-year-old Lao
Taitai returned to China for
the first time in nearly 40
years. Her sole purpose for
returning to her home coun-
try was to seek and hopefully
establish contact with her
daughter, Xiao Ming.

Until Lao Taitai arrived in
Beijing and we met at her
hotel, I was unaware that one

of her chief concerns was
what kind of reception she
might receive upon returning
to her home village in the
mountains of Zhejiang
Province. 

Would her daughter want
to see her? How would the
other family members who
were left behind when the
communists took over treat
her? 

Perhaps Xiao Ming was no
longer there? These possibil-
ities weighed heavily on Lao
Taitai’s mind. She had some
serious concerns, which, by
dint of our objective, caused
some anxieties for me, as
well.

Yet, Lao Taitai had good
reason for her apprehen-
sions. The Nationalist gov-
ernment she grew up under
was not a beacon of democ-
racy by any stretch of the
imagination. 

It is always those that are
at the bottom of the social
ladder that suffer the worse.

BICYCLES WERE THE most common form of transportation in Beijing in 1988. At
the time there were only two or three government manufacturers of bicycles so they
all looked alike. Finding your own parked bike in a sea of bikes after shopping or
sightseeing was often a nightmare.

For Your
ConsiderationKen Springer

THE AUTHOR FREE-climbing the north side of the
Great Wall of China.

see Your pg 11

The first Monday in February is legendary at
Snowshoe Resort aka 4,848’. The Cupp Run
Challenge is Snowshoe’s most storied tradition

and participating in it is an unforgettable experience.
This is one of the most exciting and long running races
at the resort.



Tasty Bread Pudding
Mary Seebert Myers

2 cups toasted bread cubes
2/3 cup brown sugar
2 cups milk
2 eggs
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup raisins
1/16 tsp. nutmeg
Cool Whip, optional
Preheat oven to 350º.
Mix together eggs, sugar,

milk and nutmeg.
Add toasted bread cubes,

raisins and vanilla.
Pour into a well-greased,

glass, baking dish.
Sprinkle nutmeg on top.
Bake at 350º for 20 to 30

minutes. Pudding is done
when a knife inserted comes
out with a small amount of
pudding on it.

May be served with Cool
Whip, if desired.

Mississippi Mud Pie
Linda L. Wilfong

1 cup chopped pecans
1 stick margarine
1 cup flour
8 oz. cream cheese
1 cup Cool Whip
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
2 ? cups cold milk
1 small instant chocolate

pudding
1 small instant vanilla

pudding
1 1/2 cups Cool Whip
Mix margarine and flour

with your hands.
Add nuts and spread in a

9x13-inch pan.
Bake at 350º for 15 min-

utes or until light brown. 
With a mixer, mix cream

cheese, Cool Whip and con-
fectioner’s sugar.

Spread on top of cooled
crust.

Mix puddings and milk
and stir until thick.

Spread this mixture on top
of cream cheese mixture; top
off with Cool Whip.

Add additional chopped
nuts as garnish, if desired.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Justin Arvon, a con-

sumer outreach and com-
pliance specialist with
Attorney General Patrick
Morrisey’s office, will be at
Marlinton Town Hall Mon-
day, February 20, from noon
to 1 p.m. to meet with indi-
viduals to discuss consumer-
related issues and answer
questions. 

Green Box winter hours:
Wednesdays and Saturdays,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, 1
to 4 p.m.

MEETINGS
Allegheny Post 117 Tues-

day, February 7, 6 p.m. at the
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. All members are encour-
aged to attend.

EVENT
Take Your Child to the

Library Day, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4. Drop in for stories
and activities for the whole
family at Linwood Library, 1
to 3 p.m. and at Green Bank
Library, noon to 4 p.m.. 

Winter Tree ID Walk,
Saturday, February 4, 2 to 4
p.m. at Yew Mountain Cen-

ter. $5 suggested donation.
Register at yewmountain.org

Live Music by Cheat
Mtn. Express Saturday,
February 4, 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. Bring an instrument and
join in. Fundraiser for Dur-
bin Days Heritage Festival.

Barbecue Lunch Fund-
raiser, Friday, February 10,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Hills-
boro Senior Center. Meal
$10. Extra sandwich, $5.
Proceeds support Meals on
Wheels.

PARKS AND REC
All activities are at the

Community Wellness Center,
unless otherwise noted.

Enrichment Art and
Crafts at Durbin Library
Thursdays,  4 to 5:30 p.m.
All ages. Free of charge.

Metal embossing. Learn
the basics of  producing
raised, 3-dimensional pat-
terns on a metal surface, for a
one of a kind Valentine-
themed craft.   Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, beginning basic
skills, ages eight to 13 from
5:30-6:30 p.m.   Monday,
February 13, basic adult

class, 5:30 to 7 p.m.  Pre-reg-
istration required. Call 304-
799-7386. $5 children’ $10
adults.

Jiggle, Wiggle and Gig-
gle, creative movement for
ages five and younger, Fri-

days, beginning at 10:30
a.m. 

Fred Provenza –
Our Palates, Our Plants,
Our Animals, Ourselves 
Thursday February 2, 

7 p.m.
Register at bit.ly/2023

WVUAgWebinars

Fred Provenza will out-
line his decades of re-
search regarding the

inherent nutritional wisdom
of livestock species and their
ability to select the most ap-

propriate forage species for
their needs at a given time.
He is the author of three
books, including Nourish-
ment: What Animals Can
Teach Us about Rediscover-
ing Our Nutritional Wisdom;
Foraging Behavior: Manag-
ing to Survive in a World of
Change; and The Art and
Science of Shepherding:
Tapping the Wisdom of
French Herders (co-author
with Michel Meuret) 

Fruit Tree 
Pruning Workshop

The WVU Extension
Service is coordinating a
Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop
for Saturday, February
18, beginning at 1 p.m.  This
workshop will feature Mira
Danilovich, WVU Extension
Horticulture Specialist and
state Master Gardener Coor-
dinator.

The Workshop will be held
at 5687 Denmar Road, Hills-
boro. Take Denmar Road
from Hillsboro, past the
prison 1.5 miles, turn left at
the “Wannabe Farms” sign. 

RSVP by calling the WVU
Extension Office at 304-799-
4852 or emailing  Greg.Ha

mons@mail.wvu.edu
Garden calendar

‘colors of the garden’
Fruits and vegetables

come in all shapes, sizes and
tastes. They also can grow in
a variety of colors that offer
different nutrients and vita-
mins. The 2023 West Vir-
ginia University Extension
offers a peek into different
varieties and colors of the
garden in its 2023 garden
calendar.  To obtain a copy of
the calendar, while supplies
last, or learn more about gar-
dening and healthy lifestyles,
contact the WVU Extension
Service office by visiting us
in the basement of the court-
house.
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Black Oil 
SUNFLOWER SEED

$2749

High Energy
SUET CAKES

$149

40 lb. bag 

40 lb. bag 

Farmer owned since 1923

Southern States Marlinton Co-op
719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523

$2395
WILD BIRD MIX

Feed the Flock!

WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

Prices good February 2 - 28,
2023, while supplies last.
No rainchecks.

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

NOW REOPENED!
Visit us at our
new location:

805 Second Ave.
Marlinton 

(behind State Farm)
Open M/T/W 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

681-318-0767   Julie Gibson, Owner

BINGO!

SATURDAY,
Feb. 4 • 6 p.m.

BFD STATION 8
GREEN BANK
(former Sheets Garage)

Tips sold, food available.
Proceeds benefit BFD

Fire & Rescue
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Arrow Grasses by Greenbrier River

Arrow grasses by the river,
Phalanx, spear by spear arrayed,
Teach us that we may remember
Others here have walked afraid.

Teach us – all our generation –
We are not the first to know
Death and war and red transgression
Where these quiet waters flow.

Long ago our father’s father
Here in springtime dropped his corn,
Died and fell, an arrow winging
In his heart that April morn –

Dead as you and I will ever
Lie beneath the atom’s burst –
Arrow grasses by the river,
Teach us we are not the first,

Nor the last to live in danger,
Live in wonder and in woe,
Here on earth beside the river,
Where the quiet waters flow.

~ Louise McNeill from Hill Daughter

Poetry Corner
To the Editor;

Watoga State Park was re-
cently declared an Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park. The
low levels of light pollution
allow breathtaking views of
the night skies that the poor
city dweller will never expe-
rience.   The one major
source of light pollution that
exists in our area is the
prison located at Denmar.  At
night, for miles around, its
bright lights destroy this
pristine dark sky.  

Nighttime lighting is re-
quired for security, but the
current level is overkill with
much of it directed skyward
where it provides no benefit.

It might be time for the
prison officials to reconsider
their lighting set up to reduce
the light pollution they gen-
erate in a way that does not
impact security and might
even result in electric cost
savings. 

A potential win for all par-
ties. 

Joseph Kaffl
Hillsboro

Dear Editor,
As a former Pocahontas

County Commissioner
(2009-2014), I am writing to
express my concern regard-
ing recent meetings of the
Pocahontas County Com-

mission as it pertains to
Hotel/Motel tax distribution.

It’s been quite a while
since I tuned into happenings
at the Commission. My last
meeting as a commissioner
was in December 2014.
Since then, I’ve been making
a living doing computer
services, and have been pass-
ing the time keeping our
small farm going in Bartow.
I’m keeping busy, and am
quite happy with where my
life is. While I’m not inter-
ested in running again, I
must say that being a com-
missioner was a great expe-
rience, and indeed it was an
honor to serve. Over six

memorable years, I got to
know a lot of good people,
and I learned how so many
do so much to make life bet-
ter in Pocahontas County
each day.

Being a commissioner is a
humbling job. Or at least it’s
supposed to be. I’d say there
are two essential responsibil-
ities a commissioner has: to
oversee the county’s fi-
nances, and to listen and be
nice to everyone they inter-
act with. The second is
harder than the first, because
it goes beyond mere num-
bers. It means working with

see Letters pg 11

This Mayor’s Corner
includes some infor-
mation from a Zoom

Meeting on Tourism that I at-
tended Monday morning.
Thirty-seven attendees from
around the state joined in the
meeting, which included an
assortment of town and
county representatives.
Some from economic devel-
opment – both public and

private. A 30-minute break-
out was a part of the session.
An average of six represen-
tatives were in each group
and all were given the same
questions for discussion. 

Some findings revealed
that we, like most, have the
biggest challenge in funding
and capacity. Another con-
cern, most communities are
determined to keep the

uniqueness of their respec-
tive community, and that is a
good thing. Maintaining that
unique charm was a reserva-
tion of Marlinton Town
Council with regard to join-
ing the Mon-Forest Towns
Partnership. Each commu-
nity’s determination to keep
their individual community
flavor is already set by the
people who live there. 

After the breakout session,
other community comments
were shared. For instance,
where should communities
look for examples to follow? 

Some said, Bentonville,
Arkansas, and Asheville,

North Carolina. Others said
“Marlinton!” What programs
are working? In West Vir-
ginia, The Mon-Forest
Towns Partnership was an
answer.

Marlinton’s population in
1950 was 1,645. The 50s and
60s are the eras that residents
remember when talking
about the excitement of busy
streets and all that was going
on “in the old days.” Accord-
ing to the last census, 998 is
the current population.
Growth happened here once,
and it can happen again. 

By Sam Felton

Marlinton
Mayor’s Corner

see Mayor’s pg 11

see Calendar pg 11

Greg Hamons, Luci Mosesso, Connie Burns
You Can Count On Us! 304-799-4852

Extension Service ~ Pocahontas County

What’s
Cookin’?

The Art of Cooking in Marlinton



and parents of four-year-olds
and three-year-olds with
IEPs will be welcome to en-
roll their children at that
time. Although preschool is
not mandatory in the state of
West Virginia, Pocahontas
County Schools offers the
program, but due to limited
class size, students are not al-
ways enrolled at their first
choice school.

“If someone here in the
Green Bank area applies in
early August and I already
have twenty in the class-
room, I can offer them a slot
at Marlinton or Hillsboro El-
ementary or at Schools Days
if there are slots open there,”
Bland said. “It’s also de-
pendent on getting the paper-
work done and getting it
done in time.”

Bland explained that she
tries to keep the classes at 18
four-year-olds as she enrolls
them in case there are three-
year-olds with IEPs who
apply. Those students then
fill those slots that are left
open.

“We try to keep two slots
open so any three-year-old
child that may have a dis-
ability can come in and have
a slot in that preschool,” she
said. “All three of my pre-
school teachers are preschool
special needs teachers, so we
have an integrated program.
That means all the children
are together.”

Bland, who is retiring at
the end of June, reiterated the
importance of preschool and
said she hopes her successor
continues to be a “cheer-
leader” for the preschool

program.
“Folks say, ‘preschool is

just about play,’ – well yes,”
she said. “That’s what it’s
supposed to be because a
child’s work is play. When
we’re rubbing those Play-
Doh animals together, we’re
developing fine motor skills
and gross motor skills. When
we’re out on the playground
doing those different things
that you see, they’re devel-
oping eye-hand coordina-
tion. They’re developing
balance.

“All of those which are
necessary for reading,” she
continued. “We need those
children in preschool classes
getting all that exposure so
that when they do hit kinder-
garten, they’re hitting the
kindergarten ready to be-
come readers, to become
mathematicians. We need
strong preschool programs in
place.”

Bland also gave an update
on the special education pro-
gram and the annual review
by the state.

In miscellaneous manage-
ment, the board approved the
following:

•  Out-of-state travel re-
quests:

–  Up to six Pocahontas
County High School
ProStart students and
ProStart instructor Teresa
Mullen, to travel by private
vehicle to The Greenbrier
Resort, February 26 through
February 28, for the Annual
Hospitality and Tourism
Conference, participating in
restaurant management and
culinary arts seminars. Trip
funded by ProStart fundrais-
ing.

– Up to 32 Pocahontas
County High School CTE
students, carpentry instructor

Duane Gibson and welding
instructor Justin Kerr, to
travel by school bus or pri-
vate vehicles, pending total
qualifiers to Fairmont State
University, March 23
through March 25, to partic-
ipate in the SkillsUSA state
competition. Trip funded by
SkillsUSA and CTE funding.

– Up to 65 students, along
with Aaron Pugh, Anita
Workman and Wanda Hra-
bina, to travel by school bus
to the Frontier Culture Mu-
seum in Staunton, Virginia,
for a day trip April 26, to
study the variety of old and
new cultures that have been
introduced in the World
Studies Curriculum. Trip
funded by PCHS trip funds
and participants.

• Green Bank Elementary-
Middle School pepperoni
roll fundraiser.

•  Parent and community
volunteers for the 2022-2023
school year.

In personnel management,
the board approved:

• Retirement date revision
for Ruth A. Bland, as direc-
tor of special education/stu-
dent support services,
transportation and technol-
ogy integration specialist,
coordinator of preschool,
technology, testing and
WVEIS for Pocahontas
County Schools, from July1,
to June 30, 2023.

• Resignation of Michelle
L. Ryder as itinerant licensed
practical nurse/aide for Poc-
ahontas County Schools, ef-

fective February 17.
• Employment of Travis J.

Keatley as mechanic for Poc-
ahontas County Schools, at
state basic service personnel
pay grade F, effective Janu-
ary 26, for the remainder of
the 2022-2023 school year.
Term of employment is 112
days. Term shall be 261 days
each year thereafter.

• Nicole Rose-Taylor as
volunteer fourth and fifth
grade assistant basketball
coach for Hillsboro Elemen-
tary School, effective for the
remainder of the 2022-2023
athletic season.

• Creation of position, up
to two Prevention Resource
Officers (PRO) for Pocahon-
tas County Schools, at con-
tracted rate of pay for the
remainder of the 2022-2023
school year. Term of em-
ployment shall be 200 days
each year; salaries to be paid
for by grant and/or county
funds.

In special recognition, the
board congratulated winners
in the scounty Science Fair.

Engineering – first place,
Jase Hamilton, HES, “Rac-
ing Downhill;” first place,
Ava Fields, MES, “mEGGA
frop EGGstreme;” second
place, Blake Alderman and
Alana Bennett, MES, “New-
ton’s Third Law;” and third
place, Brantley Cox, MES,
“How Windmills Makes
Electricity?”

Life Science – first place,
Moriah Thompson, GBEMS,
“Yay or Neigh;” first place,

Abigail Taylor, HES,
“Which Treat Will Diesel
Eat?;” first place, Madilene
Burns and Julie Brown,
MMS, “Dominant Paw;”
first place, Willa Hardy,
MMS, “Sprouting Beans;”
first place, Kenslee Lane and
Addison Hamrick, MMS,
“Greasy Fingerprints;” sec-
ond place, Jolene Workman
and Hailey Goldsberry,
MMS, “Relaxation Anyone;”
second place, Sherry Walker,
MMS, “The Germination
Race;” second place, Riyan
Gladwell and Ben Workman,
MMS, “Candy vs. Curtesy;”
and third place, Catherine
Lucabaugh and Kaidence
Cutlip, MMS, “Do Turtles
Respond to Bright Colors?”

Science –  first place,
Jenifer Taylor, Cora Baldwin
and Aaliyah Lawson,
GBEMS, “Balloon Buggy;”
first place, Madelyn Ritten-
house, GBEMS, “Balloon;”
first place, Jarrell Clifton and
Ace Gregory, MES, “Project
Pop Explosion;” first place,
Bella Arbogast, MMS,
“Wishy Washy;” first place,
Kegan Calhoun and Hemi
Hammons, MMS, “Which
Coin Will Glow the Bright-
est;” first place, Thomas Ar-
bogast, Morgan Beverage
and Steven Queen, GBEMS,
“Which Mass of Arrow
Heads Penetrates the Deep-

est?;” second place, Gage
Starks, Gaven Starks and
Caleb Smith, GBEMS,
“How Many Mentos?;” sec-
ond place, Jackson Tankers-
ley, HES, “Going the
Distance;” second place,
Tara Hall, HES, “Will Put-
ting Salt in Water Make it
Cook Faster?;” second place,
Chloe Annette, MMS, “Re-
lighting Candles without
Using the Wick;” second
place, Emma Sacca and Sa-
vana Sharp, MMS, “Bounc-
ing Basketballs;” second
place, Baylee Nelson,
Chaleigh Halterman and
Sierra Nelson, GBEMS,
“Glow Stick Reactions;”
third place, Madelyn Al-
baugh, MES, “How Much
Salt Does it Take to Make an
Egg Float?;” third place,
Mackenzie White, HES,
“Walking Water;” third
place, Noah Sharp, GBEMS,
“Lava Lamp;” third place,
Karliana Boyd, Kendall Tay-
lor and Ivy Moore, GBEMS,
“Does Color Affect Taste;”
third place, George Shifflett
and Silas Dean, MMS,
“Lasting Lava Lamp;” third
place, Irelyn Withers and
Rylee Alderman, MMS,
“Rainbow Rum;” and third
place, Saige Arbogast, Jacob
Clemmer and Nathanael
Barkley, GBEMS, “Under
Pressure.”

2022 Deaths

BOE, from
page 1
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Taking orders for 16-week old 

Red Sex Link 

PULLETS
Brown egg
producers.

Ready to lay.
Delivery late May.

WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

ORDER
NOW –

Marlinton Co-op
719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523

We sold out
last year - and eggs ain’t

getting any cheaper!

Live Music with 

Cheat Mountain          Express
Saturday, Feb. 4, 

6 - 9 p.m.
Arbovale

Community Center
Bring an instrument and join in!

Admission $2.
Food available

Fundraiser for Durbin Days
Heritage Festival

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment

304-653-4988

ORDER YOUR
WINTER TIRES NOW

We can get anything!
Schedule a Winter

Weather Checkup NOW!

202 Fairground Road
Marlinton, WV 24954

January
3 – Kelvin Wayne Shearer,

50, of Marlinton
3 – Eddie Gene Beard, 88,

of Lewisburg
4 – Benjamin Vrable, 56,

of Kansas
6 – Gaye Shields, 94, of

Florida
7 – Robert A. Sheets, 67,

of Hilton Head, South Car-
olina

7 – Bennie Shifflett, 68, of
White Sulphur Springs

10 – Warren Scott Hayes,
49, of Durbin

10 – Marilee Long, 83, of
Beaver Creek

11 – Eva Galford, 97, of
Marlinton

14 – Bree Elizabeth Eber-
baugh, 30, of Marlinton

14 – Martin Alan Carr, 64,
of Marlinton

16 – Bobby Thomas
Phillips, 83, of Tennessee

18 – Ray Lynn Landis, 82,
of Hillsboro

21 – Crystal Down Smith
Baker, 38, of Marlinton

23 – Sidney Conrad
Smith, 88, of Elkins

24 – Nina Ruth Waugh
Pritchard Cornelius, 95, of
Marlinton

24 – Herbert Dale Kelli-
son, 87, of Pennsylvania

24 – Kenneth Gerald
Frum, 77, of Hillsboro

24 – William David Hart-
less, 55, of Hillsboro

26 – Howard David
Collins, 85, of Virginia

26 – Harold Lee Cochran,
Jr., 77, of Marlinton

28 – Tommy Greathouse,
75, of Bartow

28 – Roy Hiner Taylor, 69,
of Durbin

29 – Francis Jarvis, 92,
formerly of Hillsboro

February
1 – Evelyn Margaret

“Peg” Greenlee, 95, of
Charleston

1 – Jewell Caroline Gal-
ford Loughridge-Deason, 87,
of California

2 – Brenda Sue Ryder

Gore, 59, of Maryland
6 – Steven Quinton

“Steve” Moore, 71, of Mar-
linton

6 – Judith Ann Simmons,
75, of  Bartow

9 – Jona Nuckoles Irvin,
formerly of Marlinton

10 – Harry Reid Mitchell,
88, of Marlinton

11 – Tabitha Cooper
Thompson, 39, of Virginia

12 – Jeffrey Lynn Miller,
47, of Ohio

13 – Rudolph Pendleton
Duvall, 85, of Marlinton

14 – James “Jim” Sherman
Burks, 79, of Hillsboro

14 – James Lewis
Peachey, 88, formerly of
Hillsboro

15 – Thomas Edward
Powell, 64, of Hillsboro

17 – Mary Ellen Colaw,
82, of Durbin

17 – Reverend Charles E.
“Ed” Vallandingham Jr., 71,
of Lewisburg

18 – Frances Ann Miller,
77, of Marlinton

21 – Kalena Marie Clutter,
37, of Hillsboro

21 – Lee Kidd, 51, of
Lewisburg

22 – Joan Bernadette
Gross Beverage, 82, of Hills-
boro

23 – Sara Lynn Warner,
59, of Bartow

24 – Homer Jack Burks,
89, of Buckeye

25 – Lloyd Roland Arm-
strong, 75, of Buckeye

March
4 – Alice “Louise” Davis

Riley, 75, of Arbovale
4 – Melissa Dawn “Missy”

Cassell, 30, of Beverly
6 – Ann Turner, 79, of

Marlinton
9 – Eldridge “Fuzzy”

Waugh, 84, of Virginia
9 – Shannon Hanley, 81,

of Hillsboro
10 – John Neil Ralston,

91, of Arbovale
15 – Norma Lee Simmons

Brockway, 78, of Bartow
19 – Louise Virginia Gre-

gory Gum, 85 of Lewisburg

20 – Robert Kiser Conner,
78, of Arbovale

23 – Maxine Vandevander
Harden, 91, of Maryland

23 – Natalie Anne Wade,
23, of Williamsburg

26 – Gaynell Wagner
Curry, 92, formerly of Mar-
linton

27 – Robert Ray Alkire,
75, of Buckeye

27 – Gwendolyn “Gwen-
nie” Blackhurst Friel, 81, of
Marlinton

28 – Dwaine Allan Elza,
59, of Ohio

29 – Amy Irene Sadler
Copen, 90, of Cass

29 – Jean Elenora Taylor
Wimer, 86, of Virginia

April
1 – Naomi Friel Newman,

92, of Marlinton
2 – Karl Lee Pritt, 90, of

Maryland
2 – David George Irvine,

Sr., 75, of Marlinton
6 – Daniel Ray VanRee-

nen, Sr., 73, of Maryland
6 – Ivan VanReenen, 93,

of Buckeye
8 – Carolyn Sue Gallew,

60, of Green Bank
8 – Clarence “Soup”

Shearer, 88, of Marlinton
9 – Leeta Jane Ryder Rus-

sell, 88, of Marlinton
9 – Juanita Mae Mace, 97,

of Dunmore
13 – Thomas Wayne Dil-

ley, 71, of Marlinton
15 – Stephanie Jean

Brockway, 37, of  Virginia
17 – John Kenneth

“Kenny” Quick, 75, of
Staunton

19 – Stanford Sharp, 87, of
Buckhannon

22 – Leviro Monroe Stull,
54, of Virginia

23 – Terry White, 65, of
Snowshoe

24 – Rachel Louise Mc-
Castlain Hill, 85, of Marlin-
ton

24 – Christina “Chris”
Lambert, 79, of Arbovale

24 – Helen D. Sharp, 92,
of Marlinton

29 – Marguerite An-

toinette Zanella Crews, 94,
of Alabama

30 – Brenda Carol
“Cookie” Doss, 79, of Mar-
linton

May
1 – Gary Neil Coulter, 77,

of Renick
1 – John Buly, 97, of Hills-

boro
2 – Penny Gibson Drewry,

94, of Michigan
5 – Jack Ivan Cromer, 87,

of Beverly
7 – Dharl Lane Wilfong,

80, of Maryland
8 – Donald Cecil Arthur II,

71, of Marlinton
9 – Franklin “Frankie”

Emmerson Curry, 54, of
Durbin

10 – Carolyn June Davi-
son, 79, of Beverly

10 – David Wayne Mc-
Cloud, 50, of Marlinton

11 – Peggy Carpenter, 75,
of Dunmore

11 – Diana Sue Sheets, 72,
of Green Bank

11 – Norman “Joe”
Walker, 56, of Hillsboro

14 – Harry Barnard Price
Jr., 90, of Arbovale

16 – Debra “Debbie” Kay
Hiner King, 61, of Virginia

18 – Dorothy Viola
Trainer, 99, of Buckhannon

20 – Maxine Shinaberry
Foe, 95, of Cass

25 – Kathleen Vade Mace,
91, of Slaty Fork

26 – Robert “Bob” Clyde
Warren, 79, of Minnehaha
Springs

30 – Marshall Dale Clut-
ter, 68, of Hillsboro

31 – Jane Ellen Seagraves
Hyatt, 82, of Florida

June
7 – Violet Genevieve

“Genny” Cutlip, 89, of Ohio
8 – Douglas L. Jackson,

69, of Ohio
8 – Letcher Steryl Landis,

88, of North Carolina
10 – George Morris Fuller,

Sr., 90, of Valley Head
14 – Larry Allen Matheny,

75, of Green Bank

14 – Lillian Loretta Smith
Norris, 91, formerly of Dun-
more and North Carolina

15 – Nancy T. Bruns, 89,
of Williamsburg

16 – Violet Virginia
McCoy Kellison, 82, of
Hillsboro

17 – Leta Frances Sharp
Atkins, 62, of Virginia

19 – Ann Yeager Mul-
heren, 89, of Virginia

19 – Irene Grace “Dean-
nie” Rexrode, 94, of Virginia

21 – George Daniel Glad-
well, 74, of Hillsboro

24 – Patricia Jane Watters
Jennings, 85, of Durbin

28 – Bertha Lee Galford,
82, of Arbovale

28 – Franklin Lee “Frank”
Rexrode, 77, of Durbin

29 – Kevin Allison James,
61, of Woodrow

29 – Leslee J. McCarty,
73, of Florida

30 – Rebecca Lynn Ben-
nett Dunbrack, 24, of Mar-
linton

30 – Forrest S. Friel, 88, of
Marlinton

July
2 – Travis Lee Louder-

milk, 45, of Hillsboro
3 – Angela Darie Garret-

son, 31, of Hillsboro
4 – Wallace Calvin Sim-

mons, 85, of Dunmore
4 – Richard Albert Bever-

age, 53, of Marlinton
9 – James “Gib” McGraw,

81, of Buckhannon
11 – Sandra Joann Moore

Arbogast, 50, of Marlinton
18 – William J. “Bill” Mc-

Paters, 87, of Virginia
20 – Doris “Dotty” S.

Hiner Mitchell, 91, of Mar-
linton

26 – Dallas Ray Walker,
93, Georgia

30 – Robert Edwin Burner,
68, Morgantown

31 – Jessie Mariah Lam-
bert, 88, of Virginia

31 – Monda L. Mason, 84,
of Paden City

August
4 – Peggy Jean Taylor

Lusk, 92, of Green Bank
5 – Barbara Faye Auxier

Dunnavant, 75, of formerly
of Dailey and Green Bank

7 – Louis Edward Murray,
59, of Virginia

7 – Edna Rachel Scott, 82,
of Buckeye

10 – Zona Lee Hoover, 94,
of Huntersville

13 – Margaret “Tighe”
Burke, of Maryland

14 – Mary Rose Hinkle,
78, of Marlinton

17 – Jeffrey Steven Howe,
61, of Pocahontas County 

18 – Joe Wilkes Greenlee,
97, of Charleston

18 – Arnetta June Copelin,
87, of Dunmore

24 – Shawn Michelle
Eberbaugh, 58, of Hunting-
ton

25 – Berta Lee Lovelace,
79, of Bluefield

27 – Dorothy Jean Whit-
ing, 80, of Virginia

27 – Carolyn Jean Curry
Robinson, 83, of Virginia

September
2 – Eric Armstrong, 37, of

Buckeye
2 – Paul Burton De-

fibaugh, Sr., 56, of Marlinton
3 – Shirley Darlene Arm-

strong, 73, of Buckeye
7 – Richard “Dick” Dana

Brockway, 81, of White Sul-
phur Springs

7 – Virginia Joyce Rose,
82, of Buckeye

8 – Douglas A. Stewart,
75, of North Carolina

14 – Barbara Ellen Brown
Dean, 67, of  Hillsboro

14 – Marlene Mae Thomas
Johnson, 89, of Virginia

17 – Donald Lee Perrine,
84, of Richwood

20 – Elmer D. Dilley, 83,
of Marlinton

21 – Joan Mae Cutlip, 84,
of Marlinton

22 – Ernest Hanson Friel,
83, of Marlinton

23 – Tommy Grey Camp-
bell, 84, of Marlinton

see Deaths pg 6



While legislative attorneys
clearly stated the bill was in-
tended to make records con-
fidential, Brad Douglas, the
acting corrections commis-
sioner at the time, told law-
makers considering the bill
that it was needed to make it
easier to share information
with law enforcement and
ensure that records didn’t

end up on Facebook.  When
presenting the bill to the
Senate, Trump described it
as strictly applying to juve-
nile correctional records.

Andy Malinoski, a
spokes-man for the Division
of Corrections and Reha-
bilita- tion, declined to com-
ment on Trump’s potential
bill.

Prior to passage of last
year’s bill, the department
tried to use some existing ex-
emptions to deny public

records requests about jails.
But it also made public some
important records, such as
250 incident reports related
to fentanyl incidents. Those
records, released in June
2022 before the new law
took effect, chronicled wide-
spread drug use, assaults and
even an alleged rape. The
new law makes such inci-
dent reports confidential.

The bulk of the records re-
quests made to the depart-
ment are connected to

deaths, of which there were
at least 52 in 2022. The
state’s jails were found to be
the most deadly in the coun-
try in a 2020 investigation by
Reuters. A lawsuit has been
filed on behalf of nearly
1,000 people currently and
formerly incarcerated at
Southern Regional Jail in re-
sponse to substandard condi-
tions at the facility, where at
least 12 people died in 2022.

Many of the families of
those who die in jail say that

they get little to no informa-
tion from jail officials,
sometimes waiting for
months to learn how their
relative died.

“In the interest of compas-
sion, we should be willing to

provide the family of the de-
ceased with the information
and records they need,”
Trump said.

See more articles like this
at mountainstatespotlight.org

23 – Tommy Grey Camp-
bell, 84, of Marlinton

25 – Samuel Kincaid, 72,
of Denmar

27 – Michael L. Galford,
58, of Bartow

October
Robert Minghini, 36, of S.

Lake Tahoe, California, for-
merly of Snowshoe

3 – Jane Campbell Garber
McLaughlin, 79, of Dun-
more

6 – Dorothy Schneider
Fraker, 68, of Virginia

8 – Allen Tracy, Sr., 75, of
Arbovale

10 – Danielle Gooding,
30, of Snowshoe Mountain

14 – Rose Etna Tremor
Bowyer, 94, of North Car-
olina

16 – Darlene Lester, 63, of
Marlinton

17 – Alston Wayne Clark,
72, of Pennsylvania

18 – Mary Frances Dilley,
91, of Dunmore

18 – Sara Jane Wilfong,
67, of Marlinton

18 – Harvey Edward Gal-
ford, 88, of Slaty Fork

19 – Jeffrey Hanna, 72, of
Richwood

21 – Allen Lee McClung,
95, of Marlinton, formerly of
Richwood

22 – Calvin Donald Ray,
60, of Arbovale

22 – Mona K. Turner Mal-
lory, 82, of South Charleston

23 – Betty Joe Berry, 85,
of California, formerly of
Marlinton

27 – Tori Gibson, 31, of
Marlinton

28 – Matthew Rediker, 64,
of Hillsboro

30 – John Butler, 76, of
Marlinton

November
1 – Leo Robert Cain, II,

42, of Marlinton
1 – Lewis M. Shinaberry,

93, of Ohio
3 – David Donald Cassell,

62, of Fishersville
3 – Nell Vandelya Gett, 80,

of Dunmore
5 – Carol Evelyn Byers

Kincaid Harless, 80, of Hills-
boro

6 – Darrell Lynn Hoke, 61,
of Marlinton

6 – Johnny Alvin Hamil-
ton, 68, of Marlinton

7 – Carolyn Elizabeth
Nave, 75, of Marlinton

7 – Beverly Ann Notting-
ham, 82, of Dunmore

7 – Richard Andrew
Tawney, 43, of Virginia, for-
merly of Buckeye

9 – George A. Rao, 86, of
Beverly

10 – Ellen Denise Adrian,
68, of Marlinton

15 – Nancy May Oscar,
97, of Hillsboro

16 – Ellen Johnson, 95, of
Virginia

20 – Jennifer Cameron
Rulkowski, 51, of Washing-
ton

21 – Lee Garrett Gurley,
82, of Virginia

24 – Kaiden Lee Harold
Stull, 11, of Frank

25 – Cathy Jossetta John-
son, 66, of Buckeye

26 – Claude E. Sharp, 90,
of Marlinton

December
1 – Daniel Noah Lewis,

64, of North Carolina
2 – Clyde Gene Johnson,

91, of Virginia
4 – Linda Lee Purkey Ben-

nett, 81, of Dunmore
5 – Dennis Wayne Cain,

62, of Marlinton
7 – Betty Jo Riley Hall

Jones, 95, of Arbovale
9 – Keith Eugene Moore,

88, of Marlinton
11 – Danny Dean Lam-

bert, 54, of Durbin
11 – Cheryl Kay Ford, 63,

of White Sulphur Springs,
formerly of Marlinton

11 – Rev. Donald Thayer,
87, of formerly of Slaty Fork

12 – Lee Glenn Good, 66,
of Durbin

14 – Mary Luella Waugh,
82, of Marlinton

15 – Olin Ray Warner, 77,
of Maysville

18 – Louise Gillispie
Sheckler, 96, of Pennsylva-
nia

18 – Norine Bernice Sim-
mons, 85, of Dunmore

19 – Donovan Keith Ben-
nett, 57, of Marlinton

22 – James Robert
McLaughlin, 43, of Arbovale

23 – Mary Alice Alderman
Turley, 89, of Texas

25 – Timothy Grey
Hevener, 78, of Durbin

25 – Tommy Oakland
Greathouse, 55, of Bartow

25 – Samuel Curry
Wilkins, 51, of Seneca
Rocks

28 – Nancy Faith Diller
Burks, 72, of Marlinton

30 – Joan Morrison
Cuskey, 88, of Virginia
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Pocahontas County Churches

Please check with your congregation about indoor and virtual

worship options via

Facebook, YouTube and

other means.

This church directory

publishes the first

Thursday of each

month. To have your

congregation listed, call

304-799-4973.

Rev. David Lee, Pastor
Eighth Street,  Marlinton • 304-799-6145

Marlinton Presbyterian Church
In-person Bible Study, Sundays 9 a.m.

In-person Worship 10 a.m.
or via teleconference, 1-978-990-5269 

Enter access code 4835028#

--SOUP-ER BOWL
TAILGATE FELLOWSHIP --   

Sunday, Feb. 5, following worship
--SWEETHEART SPAGHETTI DINNER--   
Sunday, Feb. 12, following worship

--LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES--   
Starting Wednesday, Feb. 22 at noon

--ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE--   
Wednesday, Feb. 22 • 7 p.m.

--FREE COMMUNITY DINNER--   
Thursday, Feb. 23 • 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Pine Grove
Church  of

the Brethren
WORSHIP 11 A.M.

THURS. BIBLE STUDY • 7 P.M.

304-456-5126
Pine Grove Road, Arbovale

NEW HOPE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
“God’s work, our hands.”

MINNEHAHA SPRINGS

WORSHIP
WITH US!

Sunday 
8:45 a.m.
or Facebook:

mountain   
lutheran  
parish/

Offering the Light
of New Hope, by
serving God and
our neighbors.

Sunday School 10 a.m
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

New Hope
Church of

the Brethren
Rt. 92 South, Dunmore

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

BIBLE STUDY

7 p.m.

Marlinton 
First Church 

of the 

Nazarene
Rt. 219 North,

in Edray
REV. DONNIE BROWN

304-799-2525
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

Marlinton

Church
of God

Beard Heights,  Rt. 219
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m
Wednesday evening

Bible Study at 4 p.m.

Sunday Evangelism Service,
February 12 and 26 at 4 p.m.

Rev. Fred Goldizen

Pocahontas County

CATHOLIC
CHURCHES

SCHEDULE
ST. JOHN NEUMANN
Rt. 39 • Marlinton

Sunday Mass
9 a.m.

ST. MARK THE 
EVANGELIST

Rt. 250 • Bartow
Sunday Mass
11:30 a.m. 

ST. BERNARD CHAPEL
Snowshoe

Saturday Mass
5:30 p.m. 

Rectory: 

304-799-6778

Faith. Family. Fellowship.

Trinity
Baptist
Church

Rt. 219 Cook Town (Buckeye Hill)
Worship 11 a.m.

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor David Moore
681-875-0076.

Douglas “Doug” Lantz, L.I.C.
16792 Seneca Trail, Buckeye

www.lantzfuneralhome.com
304-799-4171

Call us, come by any time or contact us at our website.

We offer 
Pet Cremation

Service.
Because, after all, they’re  family, too.

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

Deaths,
from page 5

Law, from
page 5

Joseph Laskey
Joseph L. “Joe” Laskey,

81, of Marlinton, passed
away Sunday, January 29,
2023, at Stonerise Lewisburg
Nursing Home in Roncev-
erte.

Born June 6, 1941, at Ti-
tusville, Pennsylvania, he
was a son of the late Joseph
Laskey, Sr. and Martha Hark-
less Laskey Black.

Joe was a 1959 graduate of
Townville, Pennsylvania
High School. 

On April 26, 1975, he married Sue C. Dunkle Laskey,
who survives.

Joe worked for C.J. Clark (Hanover Shoe), owned and op-
erated J.S. Home Theater and Laundry and retired from
Denmar Correctional Center.  He was a member of the Mar-
linton Lions Club and New Hope Lutheran Church at Min-
nehaha Springs.

He was preceded in death by a brother, Melvin Laskey.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by a brother, John

Laskey, and wife, Barbara, of Apex, North Carolina; sister-
in-law, Peggy Jo Pitsenbarger, of Franklin; and a number of
nieces and nephews in Maryland, Pennsylvania and West
Virginia.

Funeral service was held Wednesday, February 1, 2023, at
Kimble Funeral Home in Marlinton  with Pastors Jason and
Jess Felici officiating.

Graveside service and interment at Cedar Hill Cemetery
in Franklin.

Memorials may be made to the Marlinton Lions Club, c/o
Phyllis Lucas, 2637 Sunset Road, Marlinton, WV  24954 or
New Hope Lutheran Church, 9280 Huntersville Road, Mar-
linton, WV  24954.

Online condolences and memories may be shared at

www.kimblefuneralhome.com
Funeral arrangements are entrusted to the Kimble Funeral

Home in Marlinton, West Virginia.

Keith Moore
Demetria Moore

Keith Eugene Moore, 88, passed away at his home in
Marlinton, Friday, December 9, 2022.

Demetria Biggs Moore, 85, passed away Tuesday, Sep-
tember 3, 2019, at Pocahontas Center in Marlinton.

A graveside service for Keith and Demetria will be held
on the date of their Wedding Anniversary, Friday, February
10, 2023, at 11 a.m. at Mountain View Cemetery.

William Sharp
William Roy Sharp, 80, of

Gap Mills, died Monday, Jan-
uary 23, 2023, at his resi-
dence.

Born October 28, 1942, in
Marlinton, he was a son of
the late Dorsey and Clara
Shearer Sharp. 

Roy served in the United
States Army and was a retired
Boiler Operator for West-
vaco. He was also a farmer
and loved bear hunting.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a
son, Ernest James Sharp; son-in-law, Gary Whitehead; three
brothers, Harold Sharp, Joe Sharp and Jerry Sharp; and a
sister, Janet Gurd.

He is survived by his wife, Anita Sharp of Gap Mills;
daughter, Jacqueline S. Whitehead, of Salem, Virginia; two
very special friends, Ellis J. Bates and his son, Levi Michael
Bates, who supported, loved and cared for Roy and Anita
as if they were family; three sisters, Susan Terrell, of Cov-
ington, Virginia, Delores Rose, of Ohio, and Carolyn
Waugh, of Covington, Virginia; sister-in-law, Nellie Sharp
of Ozark, Alabama; granddaughter, Courtney Whitehead
Dillman, and husband, Bradford, of Salem, Virginia; great-
granddaughter, Evelyn Louise Dillman; a number of nieces
and nephews; and his faithful companion, “Butch.”

In keeping with his wishes, the body has been cremated. 
A memorial service was held Saturday, January 28, 2023,

in the chapel of Nicely Funeral Home in Clifton Forge, Vir-
ginia, with Reverend Bill Hartsfield officiating. 

The family suggests memorial tributes take the form of
contributions to Temple Baptist Church, 300 Stratton St.,
Covington, VA 24426, or to the humane society of your
choice in Roy’s name.



Thursday, 
February 1, 1923

About 25 contractors have
been here the past few weeks
to look over the Price Hill
road of two miles, the con-
struction of which was ad-
vertised to let to contract on
January 30. It begins at the
bridge, takes the house occu-
pied by Mattie Hill and Dr.
Norma R. Price’s barn. A 12-
foot concrete bridge spans
Price Run and there is a
seven-foot fill at this point.
Up the hill the new road fol-
lows the present road but
climbs the hill on a gradual
ascent. In no place is the
grade over eight percent,
while the steepest on the old
road is 20 percent. There is a
heavy cut through the little
hill in the Kee lane.

- - -
The Marlinton Electric

Company is contemplating
building a garage and service

station on their lots immedi-
ately across the road from
the Marlinton Electric Build-
ing. The building will be one
story, stucco walls, and a
floor space of about 3,000
feet. They will sell the Buick
automobiles.

- - -
Here is where an effort

will be made to kill two birds
with one stone. A gentleman
out west is getting up a book
to account for the names that
have been given to places,
and Pocahontas county has
been assigned to me. So, as
to the origin of names: The
Sinks, a limestone blue grass
section in the upper end of
the county of the peculiar
formation found in lime-
stone. Wildell, post office
named from the Wilson fam-
ily that had the big mill there.
Durbin, town named from
Francis Durbin, a retired
banker from Grafton, who
settled here as local agent for

the McGraw interests in
1892. Thornwood, name
suggested perhaps from the
Thorny Creek Lumber com-
pany when it was decided to
change the name from Dun-
levie to some other name.
Dunlevie was the name of
the man who owned it prior
to that time. Allegheny
mountain, Indian name.
Back Allegheny mountain,
so called because it was far-
ther west or back in the
wilderness from the main Al-
legheny which marked the
line between the English set-
tlements and the Indian
Reservation. Greenbrier
river, named for the hateful
greenbrier which grows in
the narrow sandy bottoms
along its banks. Bartow, after
a Civil War fortified camp by
that name. Cheat river,
named for its clear, amber
tinted deceptive water. Not-
tingham, named for a family
of that name. Cass, named
for a Pennsylvanian capital-
ist, who was a member of the
West Virginia Pulp & Paper
Company. Leatherbark

creek, so called for a bush by
that name common on its
banks. Spruce, highest in the
eastern part of the United
States. Named from the
black spruce only found in
profusion at high elevation
above the sea. Linwood,
named from the lin or bass-
wood common there. This is
the tree of the heavy sweet
scented bloom from which
the bees make the celebrated
white honey. Split Rock, for-
mer name for Linwood, from
a place in the limestone
where the Big Spring Branch
of Elk river flows through a
slit worn by the water. Slaty
Fork of Elk, so called for the
appearance of slate in its bed.
Old Field Fork of Elk, so
called because of a cleared
Indian field in which are
traces of two forts or circular
embankments.

Gauley river and moun-
tain, named for France, one
of the old French names that
has been preserved. Clover
Lick, site of a deer lick in

Thursday, 
February 5, 1948

Eight and ten degrees
below zero at Marlinton
Tuesday morning. G. A. Hull
came to town from Lobelia
and reported 18 above zero
Tuesday morning.

- - -
Misses Wilma Carr and

Anna Lee Dean, students at
Marshall College in Hunt-
ington, have returned to
school after spending their
mid-semester vacation here
at their homes.

POCAHONTAS 
PRODUCERS

The annual membership
meeting of the Pocahontas
Producers Cooperative Asso-
ciation, at the courthouse last
Saturday, was largely at-

tended. The auditors report
showed a prosperous year for
this, the only cooperative
livestock market in West Vir-
ginia. The president is Oley
W. Jackson. The three direc-
tors elected were Hevener
Dilley, Hal Moore and Willis
Cassell. A good substantial
meal was served by the
County Farm Woman’s or-
ganization.

RAT KILLING 
COMMITTEE

During the four area meet-
ings which were held during
the past week at Durbin,
Marlinton, Hillsboro and
Cass, to get the Rat Control
Campaign underway, the fol-
lowing men were selected to
serve on the County Rat
Control Campaign Commit-
tee: H. M. Widney, Frank;

Howard Hevener, Arbovale;
Clyde Waugh, Marlinton;
Chester McLaughlin, Mar-
linton;  Warren Poage, Mar-
linton; Dick McNeel,
Seebert; William Moore,
Hillsboro; Elmer Wimer,
Millpoint; Rev. B. B. Breit-
enhirt, Greenbank, and Ker-
mit Arbogast, Cass.

This Committee is to assist
the County Extension Agent
in promoting the countywide
Rat Control Campaign,
which is to be climaxed with
“R Day,” Friday, February
13.

FIELD NOTES
Over on Cochran Creek,

the Deans and the Gums
have been doing consider-
able business chasing down
and killing wildcats. A week
of two since, their dogs put a
big wildcat to hole and, to
make sure, a stick with a fork
on it was put to the hole and
given a twist. The varmint
was heard to growl and spit,
and there was wildcat hair on
the stick. Pretty well in, the

men came on and stirred up
a skunk. Of course, he
clouded up and it was just
too bad. Most of the party
decided enough was enough
and the dogs had been bay-
ing a skunk anyhow. Orland
Gum knew wildcat hair
when he saw it, and so he
persisted in his digging. A lit-
tle farther in he came on to a
big wild cat. It was stone
dead, gassed to death from
the offensive defensive spray
of a skunk.

BIRTHS
Born to Mr. and Mrs. June

McLaughlin, of Browns
Mountain, a son.

Born to Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas J. Griffith, of Cass,
a daughter, name Sandra
Sue.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Har-
vey W. Keene, of Renick, a
son, named Jerry Douglas.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Bur-
ton Smith, a son.

Thursday, 
February 4, 1898

TEN degrees below zero
Wednesday morning at Mar-
linton.

- - -
IT IS intended by the pub-

lishers of this paper that all
subscribers receive the paper
promptly every week. We
will esteem it a favor for pa-
trons to report any irregular-
ity in this respect. Omissions
will be made good.

- - -
THE DAILY press is full

of murders, suicides and di-
vorces. Now and then revival
services and sermons are re-
ported, but the space given to
these is rather slim. Sensa-
tional accounts are spread to
great length, portraits made
of the celebrities, and pic-
tures drawn of this and that.
The papers are nowadays
more like magazines. The
only paper that keeps strictly
to business and avoids sensa-
tionalism is “The New York
Sun.” In that paper, one can
get the news in a condensed
form – a paper that is fit for
the family to read.

- - -
PEOPLE are a flying

about New York like steam
engines – they don’t take
time to breathe. It is a case of
the fellow who gets there
first gets the business. This
town never sleeps. Thou-
sands are employed at night
working on the papers,
restaurants, etc.; cars run 24
hours out of the 24. Every-
thing is running, and you
people can thank God that
you are not in it.

- - -
A WHEELING company

is making caps for fruit jars
out of aluminum. A gross
weighs only two pounds, and

it is much cheaper and more
durable material than lead.

- - -
THE preliminary hearing

of J. H. Bird for the shooting
of William McLaughlin, near
Dunmore, resulted in the re-
lease of the defendant, on the
grounds that the shooting
was done in self-defense.
When the time came to sum-
mon McLaughlin he could
not be found, and he did not
appear to prosecute. He does
not believe in the law com-
ing in between neighbors.

BUCKEYE 
PLENTY of snow and still

snowing.
NO new cases of scarlet

fever to report this week and
the old cases are about well.

QUITE an interesting lit-
erary society has been
founded at the Dry Creek
School house by old and
young, male and female. Mr.
Jas. Warwick, president; Mr.
C. B. Grimes, vice-president.

MRS. Reece Thomas,
Mrs. Aaron Kellison and Mr.
Jane McCollam are on the
sick list; Miss Nannie Hefner
has been quite ill with scar-
let fever, but is better now;
Mrs. Lottie Pennell is able to
be about again.

EARNEST Hill closed his
school at Beaverdam the
26th. This is the second
school he has taught. He
gave satisfaction in both and
deserves much praise.

THE Buckeye football
team is training hard and will
soon be able to play Marlin-
ton.

DIED – Mrs. Rachel
McCoy, wife of Francis
McCoy, on the 27th of Janu-
ary near Beaverdam, after a
few weeks of hard suffering.

Blake & Boone
Accounting Corporation

Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

• Business & Individual Tax Preparation
• Estate Planning

• Bookkeeping Services

304-799-6661 or 304-497-3192

Third Ave. Marlinton, 2nd floor
(across from Southern States) 

Maxwelton Rt. 219 N.

GILARDI TAX SERVICES
1346 Thornwood Road, Bartow, WV 24920

304-456-4787  gilarditaxservices@live.com
Monday – Sunday by appointment only

Monthly/Quarterly Reports Preparation
Notary Public • Accounting & Payroll

New Accounts Welcome!
More than 30 years’ experience.

References available.

Let your Tax Professional help!
Receive your refund – by direct deposit,

cashier’s check, or GO2 Bank Card!
Fast Cash ADVANCE available

until March 17, 2023.

John Eilers, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED

                                                                       

Family             Practice

Please call for      an appointment

BIG SPRING CLINIC

304-572-4410
Monday & Friday 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wednesday 8 a.m. - Noon 

DEER CREEK CLINIC

304-456-5050
Tuesday & Thursday 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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WILLIAM P. “BILL”  MCNEEL took this photograph of the ice going out on the Greenbrier River in Mar-
linton on February 1, 1982. The view is looking north from the Marlinton bridge. To the left is U.S. Route
219/Seneca Trail where you can see cars on the shoulder of the road as folks parked to watch and listen. Of note
is that the houses along the roadway are no longer there. (Pocahontas County Historical Society Collection, ID:
PHS004605)

Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at www.pocahontaspreservation.org or www.preserving
pocahontas.org

If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

Seventy-Five Years Ago
Calvin W. Price, Editor

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Ice on the Greenbrier in Marlinton – Feb. 1982

Footsteps through History
The Pocahontas Times
Andrew Price, Editor

Thursday, 
February 1, 1973

Monday’s snow and cold
wind reminded us it was still
winter but last week it was in
the 50s.

Friday is Groundhog Day,
but we’re not sure the ground
hogs have gone to sleep.
Jack Morrison saw one along
the road near Buckeye on the
nice day, Thursday, January
25. Alfred McNeel found a
fresh groundhog hole Janu-
ary 22. 

Would you believe winged
insects in January? Last
Thursday the sky seemed
filled with what looked like
floating soap bubbles. It was
the sun shining on the trans-
parent wings of some flying
insects.

Ring Out!
The church bells rang out

a welcome message at 7:00
Saturday night as the long
awaited time of ceasefire
came. The historic signing
[of the Vietnam peace agree-
ment] in Paris Saturday
morning was witnessed
throughout the world. Amer-
ica will be withdrawing, the
prisoners will be coming
home, and the world looks
with hope for peace.

America’s Powder Horn
Robert C. Radcliffe

National Geographic 
News Service

Daniel Boone and his
Kentucky rifle today might
not be able to get off a shot.

America’s powder horn is
empty.

Black powder production
has been stopped by the last
American factory to make it.
Not enough business from

fireworks makers or the
30,000 or so muzzleloader
marksmen in the United
States says the DuPont Com-
pany, and modern explosives
have taken over blasting and
military uses. Now black
powder is made only abroad.

For 600 years, until
smokeless powder and dyna-
mite became available in the
late 1800s, black powder
was man’s only explosive,
the National Geographic So-
ciety says.

It smashed down castle
walls and with them the Age
of Chivalry. It provided new
might and menace to warring
armies and wandering ma-
rauders alike. And, in the
New World, black powder
lifted stumps and spilt rocks
by the millions as a new na-
tion cleared the wilderness…

Gunpowder blasted out the
Erie Canal and other water-
ways then helped railroaders
dig tunnels and cut down
mountains. Irish and Chinese
workers on the railroad used
200 to 300 kegs of blasting
powder as they pushed to-
ward a meeting of iron
horses at Promontory Point,
Utah.

On Bunker Hill, “don’t
fire till you see the whites of
their eyes” was an order
aimed at saving gunpowder
as much as assuring a telling
toll among the attacking
Redcoats.

In the War of 1812, during
the British attack on Balti-
more, black powder pro-
duced “the rockets’ red glare
and bombs bursting in air”
that inspired Francis Scott
Key to write the national an-
them.

see 50 pg 13

see 75 pg 13

see 100 pg 13 see 75 pg 13



Who could catch the most
fish, collect the most wood,
or carry the eggs fastest
without breaking any? Who
could finish carding the wool
first or collect the most
berries?

Toys were handmade from
items on the farm. A piece of
string and some left over
wood could be turned into a
spinning top. A stick became
an imaginary horse. Girls
stitched scraps of fabric to-
gether and stuffed it with
cornhusks, making a doll for
themselves. A whirligig was
easily constructed from a
piece of string and a button
or slice of wood with two
holes. Rolling the Hoop and
the Game of Graces only re-
quired a couple of sticks and
wooden hoops. 

Since most families had
many children there was al-
ways someone to play with.

Two or more people could
play battledores; a game sim-
ilar to badminton. 

They went swimming in
warm weather and had
snowball fights and went
sledding in the winter.

Board games were also
popular, such as Nine Man’s
Morrice, which dates back
thousands of years. Children
sang, danced, told stories,
practiced tongue twisters,
and had fun with rhymes.

Because children had a
strong sense of responsibility
and a certain level of skills

and trustworthiness, many
times they were left unsuper-
vised to play out in the field
or in the house; a feeling of
independence while main-
taining a strong bond to the
family and its wellbeing as a
whole.

Life on the frontier was
hard and marriage happened
early in life – to help safe-
guard the survival of the
family and to carry the fam-
ily’s legacy to the next gen-
eration.

https://www.queenbee
1755.com/

In an effort to learn more
about the distribution of
hellbenders and mudpup-

pies, the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources
has launched a citizen sci-
ence project to track sight-
ings of these important but
declining salamanders
around the state.

The project, which will
take two years to complete,
gives anglers, science enthu-
siasts and members of the
public a chance to help
WVDNR biologists map the
distribution of hellbenders
and mudpuppies and protect
these unique amphibians and
their habitats.

“While hellbenders and
mudpuppies might look fear-
some and strange, these sala-

manders are harmless to hu-
mans and sportfish popula-
tions and play a big part in
keeping our waterways
healthy,” said Kevin Oxen-
rider, project leader. “As we
track sightings over the next
two years, we want to en-
courage everyone to keep
their eyes open, report their
sightings and help us protect
these important salamanders
and their habitats for future
generations.”

Anglers and members of
the public who see a hellben-
der or mudpuppy in their
local waterway or inadver-
tently catch one while fish-
ing can report their sighting
to the WVDNR by complet-
ing a short questionnaire,
which includes questions

about the date and location
of the observation. Submit-
ting a photo is encouraged.
To learn more about the sur-
vey visit WVdnr.gov/hell
bender-mudpuppy-survey

Hellbenders and mudpup-
pies are the only two fully
aquatic salamanders native
to West Virginia. Neither
species is poisonous or ven-
omous, and they eat mainly
crayfish, worms and insects,
but occasionally eat small
minnows or other smaller
amphibians. Hellbenders and
mudpuppies have not been
shown to negatively impact
sportfish populations.

Anglers who inadvertently
hook a hellbender or mud-
puppy should immediately
release the animal into the

water by cutting the line as
close to the hook or extract-
ing the hook (taking care to
remove the barb with pliers
before extracting). State law
prohibits the possession or
taking of a hellbender or
mudpuppy.

WVDNR biologists will
use data collected during the
survey to better understand
hellbender and mudpuppy
distribution and status in
West Virginia, and to inform
future conservation efforts.

“Every observation counts

and you don’t have to be an
angler to participate,” Oxen-
rider said. 

For more information
about hellbenders, mudpup-
pies and other citizen science
projects, visit WVdnr.gov/
surveys
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WVDNR launches
hellbender, mudpuppy
citizen science survey

Charleston Area Medical Center is investing in your community because 
quality health care begins at home. At CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical 
Center, you can expect to receive excellent care backed by southern  
West Virginia’s leading health care provider. Should you need specialty 
care that’s not available here, we have you covered with access to highly 
trained doctors, the latest technology, and the most advanced treatments 
in a wide range of specialties, including cardiovascular surgery, 
neurosurgery, neurology, oncology, pediatric specialties, robotic surgery, 
bariatric surgery, gastroenterology and kidney transplant.

Whether you’re new to CAMC or you already know us, we look forward 
to this new beginning for health care in your community!

WHAT’S IN A NAME? EVERYTHING.
CAMC welcomes Greenbrier Valley Medical Center!

CAMC Memorial Hospital  I  CAMC General Hospital  I  CAMC Women and Children’s Hospital
CAMC Teays Valley Hospital  I  CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

Children,
from page 1



Bruce McKean
Contributing Writer

PCHS V..........................27
Pendleton County V......66

The (4-6) Pocahontas
County High School
Lady Warriors never

came close to (3-1) Class A
#11 (AP Poll – 1/10/23)
Pendleton County in their
first of two games this sea-
son January 10 at Franklin.
The Wildcats opened with a
13-0 run and took the  first

frame 22-5. We all learned
why 5’7” Wildcat senior
point guard Ariana Young
was not only the Pendleton
top scorer but also the West
Virginia top scorer on Max-
Preps as she averages 33.2
points, 10 rebounds, 4.3
steals and 1 block per game.
The Cats  also won the last
three quarters: 12-3, 20-10
and 12-9. Young did not play
in the fourth quarter, and she
finished with 30 points, 12 of
19 (63 percent) field goals, 4
of 4 free throws, 8 rebounds

and 4 steals. The PCHS field
goal attempts per quarter
were: first – 2 of 13 (15 per-
cent), second – 1 of 10 (10
percent), third – 4 of 11 (36
percent) and fourth – 3 of 14
(21 percent). The Cats dom-
inated the twos, 22 versus 9,
and threes, 4 versus 1. 

Junior Mileya Bircher
made the Lady Warriors’
only three and only block.
Senior Kelsi Taylor had team
highs for PCHS with 9
points, 4 of 9 (44 percent)
twos, 4 rebounds, 4 deflec-

tions, 3 steals and 1 block.
Another team high for PCHS
was Adelyn Warner’s 5 re-
bounds. All 11 Warriors saw
some action in the game, and
8 scored from 1 to 4 points,
while all 11 Cats played and
9 scored from 2 to 7 points.
The Cats took the rebound-
ing honors, 39 to 24, and also
committed fewer turnovers,
24 versus 30 for PCHS.
PCHS was called for 2 fewer
fouls, 14 versus 16, and
made 6 of 13 (46 percent)
free throws, while the Cats

made 10 of 14 (71 percent).
The Cats improved to 4-1.
PCHS drops to 4-7. Pendle-
ton is another school not
fielding a JV girls squad this
season.

PCHS V..........................31
East Hardy V ................44

The PCHS varsity traveled
to Baker January 12, and we
saw improvement over the
45-point loss, 21-66, at Dun-
more.  Class A #14 (AP Poll)
EHHS scored 22 fewer

points in this second game
this season, and PCHS added
10 points in this game on
their home court for an im-
proved 13 points 31-44 loss.
The PCHS improvement in-
cluded 5 more points when
sophomore Riley Pollack
scored a team-high 8 points
this time, and 7 points from
Calli Propst and 3 points
from Shayla Bennett, both
freshmen, who had not yet

PCHS Varsity loses three to ranked teams

see PCHS pg 10
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At the bridge in Marlinton
304-799-7233 
www.greenbriergrille.com

A Sweetheart Dinner!
Join us for prime rib, shrimp,

baked potato, salad and roll. 
Choose from assorted desserts.

February 14 only,
4 p.m. - closing
Reservations preferred.

TheBear’s Den
10811  Potomac Highlands Trail 

(Rt. 28/92) Boyer

Sunday and Tuesday,   
Feb. 12 and 14 only • 4 p.m. - closing

RIBEYE STEAK AND SHRIMP
salad, choice of side, roll, and drink.
$2599/person • $4999/couple

OR SHRIMP DINNER, salad, side, roll, and drink    
$21.99/person • $39.99 couple

Call for reservations and take-out

681-206-7973 
Restaurant hours: Mon. - Thurs. 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. •  Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Valentine Special

JJoin us for a
Valentine Week Special!

Available February 8 - 12

FROST INTERSECTION • 304-799-4765

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 8 A.M. - 8 PM.
SUNDAY 8 A.M. - 6 P.M.

Filet mignon, half pound
of crab legs, cheesy
scalloped potatoes,

garlic creamed spinach
and carrot cake

$4299 per person

Dine in or carryout

FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY17

ALL DELI BAKED
STEAK DINNER

SALES BENEFIT
MARLINTON FIRE

DEPARTMENT.
Dona�ons also

accepted.

$7
Baked steak, mashed

potatoes, gravy, green beans,
hot roll and

dessert. Takeout
only. Call ahead!

Rt. 219 North, Marlinton • 304-799-6667

JOIN
US!

RAISE A FORK 

for a GREAT CAUSE

Valentine’s Benefit

Baked Steak
DINNER

10. a.m. - 6 p.m. or until it’s gone

Sweets and more
for the one you adore!

♥Delectable, decadant, delicious Valentine
Chocolates and Truffles!

♥Fresh Roses and Flowers! (while supplies last - call now!)

♥Fresh baked items daily!
♥Candles and more gifts!

8075 Wesley Chapel Rd.
(next to the Post Office) Green Bank • 240-217-4303

Open all week,
Feb 13 - 18!

Mon. - Fri.
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Follow us on Facebook

Join us: Valentine’s with FriendsSat., Feb. 11, at 6 p.m.Arbovale Community Center$15 includes dinner, dessert andmuch more! Get tickets here!THE MTN.

SHOP

Green Bank, 

WV

Rt. 219 • Marlinton • 304-799-7227
Lobby hours: 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sunday - Thursday

9:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. Friday - Saturday 

Perfectly Sized
for Two

It’s
Back!

Quantities are limited!
Pre-order today to pick-up

in our lobby.
$999

Local art for
your Sweetheart!

Tuesday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 pm. • 304-799-2550
pocahontasartistry.com

4th Avenue Gallery in the Marlinton Depot

We’ve got great steaks, fixings
and candy for the perfect, romantic,

candlelit dinner – AT HOME!

TRENT’S
ARBOVALE • 304-456-9906 • BARTOW • 304-456-3228

D♥I♥Y Valentine’s Dinner!

2 locations:

304-799-5471
Rt. 39 • Marlinton

Locust Hill
Restaurant

“The Hill is all about Love”
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with us! 
Tuesday, February 14, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Chuck’s Trivia from 6:15 to 8:00 p.m.
RSVP: 304-799-5471

$75 per couple • $50 per person
Includes: Appetizer, choice of Beef  Wellington,

Salmon or Crab Cakes, baked potato or wild rice,
roasted vegetable medley, salad and bread.

Choose from several desserts. 

Show a little love! Keep your pet’s smile happy
and its heart healthy with a dental cleaning.

Make your appointment today. 
Curb service available 

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

FRANKFORD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Julie Gibson, DVM • Payton Mann, DVM

Rt. 219 South, Frankford • 304-497-3409

SMILE!

February is National Pet
Dental Health Month

Special pricing through February!

Find discounts, bargains, great meals and gift ideas
for your Valentine



“You ascribe a lot of the success
of that family to Lula May Bruner
because of her love of literature
and her love of reading,” Sheets
said. “She was quite a writer, a
poet, in her own right. She was in-
sistent on education and reading
and engendered it in all her eleven
kids. They were fluent, and they
read and there were always books
in the house.”

Tweard carried on his mother’s
love of literature, reading, writing
and English, but he also continued
his work at Cass during the sum-
mers. After the town became a
state park, Tweard was hired as the
first commentator on the Cass Sce-
nic Railroad. 

He started with the Whittaker
ride and then moved up to the Bald
Knob ride when it was finished.

Sheets said he remembers work-
ing with Tweard on the railroad.
The teenaged Sheets had, as his
first job, selling concessions for
Jack Kane and his second was as a
brakeman on the train.

“So I was listening to Uncle
Tweard talk to people and tell sto-
ries going up the mountain,” he re-
called. “Every time he got to
Whittaker station, people just
flocked to him to ask him ques-
tions and he would talk with those
folks when all he really wanted to
do was go off and smoke a ciga-
rette.”

Once the Bald Knob run was
complete, the railroad needed a
second commentator and Tweard
recommended Sheets, who took
the Whittaker run when Tweard
moved on to the Bald Knob run.

“Tweard wrote out this script of
all his lies and exaggerations
which, essentially, it was,” he said,
laughing. “It’s nothing like they do
now. He really had fun with peo-
ple.”

Even after all these years,
Sheets can still recite the begin-
ning of Tweard’s speech that he
gave three times a day for the
Whittaker run:

“‘Ladies and gentlemen, we
welcome you aboard the Cass Sce-
nic Railroad. As we start our trip
up Cheat Mountain, we’d like to
remind you of the three rules we
have on the railroad as we get un-
derway. First of all, please don’t
pass from car to car while the train
is in motion. It makes a real mess
on the tracks when you fall down
there.

“‘Second rule is please don’t set
your children up on the side rails
because we have blackberry

bushes and when they fall off in
those, they scream so loudly and
disturb everybody,’” he continued.
‘’Third rule we have is get to
know your neighbors. Look to the
right, look to the left, look behind
you. Introduce yourself. Get to
know those people. It’d be terrible
if we should have an accident –
and you’d have to die in the arms
of a stranger.’”

Of course, while Tweard had
fun with the passengers and joked
around, he also made sure to edu-
cate them about the history of the
area.

“You did those things – about
the number of board feet the mill
would cut and why the whistles
were blown at a particular place
and explained about the switch-
backs, but we had fun with it, too,”
Sheets said. “I did that three times
a day. I came to understand why
he had such a dry sense of humor
because you’ve got to have that if
you’re going to do that three times
a day, up and back.”

With summers filled by the rail-
road and the rest of the year teach-
ing high school English and Latin,
it’s hard to see where Tweard
found time to write his books, but
he managed to do so during in his
free time.

“He gave up coaching,” Sheets
said. “Nobody ever talks about
that. He was coaching up until
1949. He was doing other things.
He was doing taxidermy. He had
his hands in a lot of stuff. By 1954,
he’s got ‘Riders of the Flood.’
Then follows that up with ‘Saw-
dust in Your Eyes’ and ‘Of Men
and a Mighty Mountain.’”

Tweard stepped down to let
Howard Mosier coach football and
his timing was unfortunate. To
those who know the history of
Green Bank High School football,
Tweard left coaching at the same
time that famed football player
Bruce Bosley started his career.

“He gave up coaching as Bruce
Bosley was coming to school,”
Sheets said. “He may have
coached Bruce one year, but then
Mosier had all the success with
Bruce. Uncle Tweard could have
hung on to that. He had some tal-
ent coming, but he went to writing,
and we’re fortunate he did.”

As Sheets mentioned, Tweard
was a taxidermist on top of all his
other professions. 

“I have memories of that and
then going upstairs in the top of
that house where Uncle Tweard
had his taxidermy display, which
Stella [his wife] then later turned
into the whole museum over at
Cass,” he said. “It’s interesting
how he ended up with those. Be-

cause he was a well-respected
taxidermist, people would bring
him things to be mounted and, in
a lot of cases, they wouldn’t come
back to get them. He had a whole
attic full.”

One piece of taxidermy in par-
ticular had a unique story only a
Blackhurst could share. Tweard’s
brother, Harry “Buzz” Blackhurst,
was out on Bar Ford in Cass and
picked up a snake. He didn’t know
what it was so he took it back to
Tweard who told him that it was a
copperhead. The story and snake
were preserved for future genera-
tions to enjoy.

With all his endeavors, it seems
that Tweard was most destined to
be a writer.

“He was a good storyteller,”
Sheets said. “He really was. He
was well- respected for his ability
to spin a yarn.”

When it came to writing,
Tweard told what he knew. He
wrote about the lumber mill and
people who worked in the lumber
industry at Cass. He wrote of the
town of Cass and its colorful peo-
ple – good and bad. Some of the
stories he shared in “Of Men and a
Mighty Mountain,” where not ap-
preciated by the people who saw
themselves in them.

“He got in trouble because there
are some unflattering descriptions
of people in there that they could
recognize,” Sheets said. “Not
everybody was pleased with his
account. We know this happens
when you put words on paper and
are writing about people.”

Whether or not the stories were
flattering, they were true. They
serve as a history of Cass and the
people who lived there.

Tweard published five books
during his lifetime and his wife,
Stella, published one of his after
he passed, titled “Afterglow.”

Tweard’s collection includes
“Riders of the Flood,” “Sawdust in
Your Eyes,” “Mixed Harvest,” “Of
Men and a Mighty Mountain” and
“Your Train Ride Through His-
tory.”         

- - -
Warren Blackhurst was a lay

preacher, a lifelong Sunday school
teacher, Cass Railroad commenta-
tor, County Commissioner, active
Conservationist and a recognized
authority on the subjects about
which he wrote; but, above all, he
was a TEACHER.

Opportunities beckoned in other
places, other fields; but he pre-
ferred to spend his life in his na-
tive county – teaching, directing,
leading the youth. It was with them
that he felt he could accomplish
the most.   ~  Jessie B. Powell
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Your preferred
Valentine’s Day

Florist

ORDEREARLY!

Place your Valentine order and pick up
Friday, Saturday, Monday or Tuesday, Feb. 10,

11, 13 or 14. Open Valentine’s Day!

Flower Garden
Main Street, Marlinton

304-799-4012 
Your one source in Marlinton 

for fresh flowers.
Local delivery available. 

Pick-up encouraged. 

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Tuesday, February 14

Menu Options:

Please call to make reservations, on the hour 
between 4 and 7 p.m. Space is limited. 

304-799-4888

Baked Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes and
Gravy, Green Beans,
Corn, Salad, Roll and

Dessert 
$25 plus tax 
per person

Lasagna, 
Salad, Roll 

and Dessert
$21 plus tax 
per person

And now’s a great time to give

your sweetheart a gift of better

health - at a discount!

Have a Fit, Fun, Fabulous February with
POCAHONTAS COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION

FITNESS ROOM • RACQUETBALL & BASKETBALL COURTS • GYMNASIUM • ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES

OPEN 5 A.M. - 8 P.M.  MONDAY - FRIDAY, SATURDAY 1 - 7 P.M.

Community Wellness Center • Beside Marlinton Elementary School 
Call 304-799-7386 or email parksandrec@frontiernet.net for details

REGULAR
CLASSES:
�Circuit Training

�Jiggle Wiggle & Giggle
�Tae Kwon Do

�Zumba
�Yoga - three locations!

(Durbin, Cass
and Marlinton)

You’re doing great!

Sweetheart

Special: 

20% OFF
Fitness Room

Memberships

purchased between 

Feb. 3 - 15. 

Gift certificates available.

Registration now open for Challenger Sports Soccer Summer Camp,
July 10 - 14 at Stillwell Park. See the link on our Facebook page.

UPCOMING FEBRUARY CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES:
Metal Embossing • Feb. 6 and 13 • Wellness Center

Enrichment Activities, Arts and Crafts • Thursdays, Durbin Library
Chair Yoga Hybrid Introductory Series

Tuesdays, Feb. 21 - March 14 • Wellness Center

10% OFF
PET DENTAL CLEANINGS

IN FEBRUARY!
Lewisburg location only.
CALL TO SCHEDULE

304-645-1476
GREENBRIER VETERINARY HOSPITAL

AVAILABLE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY,
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

GREENBRIERVET.COM

275 Plane View Dr., Lewisburg

Large and Small Animals • Farm Calls
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m - 5 p.m. • Stacy Tawney, DVM

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

Pet Dental Cleaning
Special through February!

Call today for
pricing and to
schedule an

appointment. Find discounts, bargains, great meals
and gift ideas for your Valentine

played any varsity time earlier in
the season. Three more Warriors
scored from 1 to 4 points. PCHS
team high stats for Olivia Vande-
vender were: 8 points, 5 rebounds, 4
steals, 6 deflections and 4 assists.
Our PCHS field goal shooting im-
proved from 8 of 51(16 percent) to
11 of 56 (20 percent). 

As for the Cougars, sophomore
Brooklynn Tinnell upped her game-
high points from 19 to 23, but soph-
omore Chloe Miller was held from
15 to only 4 points in this game.
Senior Autumn Crites was not at the
game, and she had scored 16 points
in the earlier game. PCHS drops to
4-8, and EHHS improves to 6-7.

PCHS V..........................36
Moorefield V..................62

The game score, a 36-62 loss on
January 17 at Class AA #12  Moore-
field, was a shock considering that
PCHS lost both an away and a
home game versus MHS last season
by only one point each. PCHS lost
42-43 @ MHS and then 45-46 @
PCHS one month later. The Yellow
Jackets started very strong in this
season’s only game with a 7-28 first
quarter, followed by three better
quarters for PCHS: 6-15, 11-15 and
then our only win, a 12-4 fourth
quarter.  PCHS lost three seniors to
graduation this year, and those three
seniors accounted for 15 and 16
points in the two games last year,
which would have cut this loss to 10
points. MMS senior Sterling Kump
greatly increased her scoring this
season with a game high 23 points,
while freshman CiCi Kump was
next with 11 points. 

Junior Kynlee Wilfong was our
high scorer with 8 points plus 5 re-
bounds. The other 7 scorers’ points
were: senior Haley Spencer – 7 plus
6 rebounds, Vandevender – 6 (only
PCHS threes), Propst – 5, senior
Mackenzie Taylor – 4 plus 4 re-
bounds, Pollack – 3, Bennett  – 2
and Bircher – 1. MHS had 5 more
scorers in addition to the Kumps.
The Warriors were out-rebounded
38 to 27 and committed one more
turnover 26 to 25. PCHS hit 25 per-
cent of their field goal shots in this
game. PCHS hit 6 of 18 (33 per-
cent) of their free throws while
MHS hit 14 of 20 (64 percent).
MHS was called for one more foul,
17 versus 16 for PCHS. MHS im-
proves to 6-5, and PCHS drops to 4-
9.

PCHS JV........................60
Highland VA JV ............11

The Highland, Virginia, JV trav-

eled to Dunmore January 9, for their
second match-up this season, and
PCHS saw improvement since their
47-27 win at Monterey on Decem-
ber 19, 2022.  HHS scored 16 fewer
points in this game, and PCHS
scored 13 more points on their
home court for an improved  49
points margin of victory with the
60-11 win. Seven of 9 PCHS play-
ers scored in the game, and 4 of 7
Rams again scored. PCHS high
scorers were: Propst – 20 points, in-
cluding 2 treys; Bircher – 14 points,
2 treys, 6 of 10 (60 percent) field
goal attempts, 4 deflections and 3
steals; and Bennett – 13 points.
Other game or team highs for PCHS
were: junior Andrea Alderman – 7
rebounds plus 6 points; sophomore
Ella Johnson – 7 assists and 2
blocks plus 1 point; freshman Ra-
mona Hardy – 3 steals; and sopho-
more Mallori McCoy – 3 steals plus
4 points.

PCHS out-rebounded HHS this
time, 36 to 33, and HHS again com-
mitted twice as many turnovers, 38-
17. PCHS won all four quarters,
two more than the last game: 16-8,
5-1, 20-1 and 19-1. PCHS was
called for 12 fouls and made 8 of 12
(67 percent) foul shots, while HHS
was called for 11 fouls and hit only
3 of 10 (30 percent) foul shots.
PCHS made 20 of 50 (40 percent)
two attempts and 4 of 18 (22 per-
cent) three attempts. PCHS is
now 8-2.

PCHS JV........................17
Moorefield JV................36

Bennett was the high scorer of the
6 Warriors who scored, with her 5
points and 6 rebounds. Freshman
Mackenzie Sewell, McCoy and
sophomore Jasey Kra-mer all
scored 3 points each. The two game
high scorers of the 9 Yellow Jackets
who scored were CiCi Kump  – 10
points and Korbin Keplinger – 9
points.

The Warriors were out-rebounded
32 to 26 and committed 6 more
turnovers, 37 to 31. PCHS only hit
10 percent of their field goal shots
in this game. PCHS hit 6 of 16 (39
percent) of their free throws while
MHS hit 11 of 19 (58 percent).
MHS was called for 7 more fouls,
21 versus 14 for PCHS. MHS im-
proves to 4-2 and PCHS drops to 7-
4.

Both the Lady Warriors JV (5:45
p.m.) and V (7:30 p.m.) girls will
play next at Richwood Thursday,
January 26; at Class A #6 Green-
brier West Friday, January 27; at
PCHS vs the Class AA #3 Summers
County teams Monday, January 30;
at Tygarts Valley Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1.

PCHS, from page 9 Books, from
page 1



Zumba Fitness with
Kelly, Tuesdays 5:30 p.m.
and Thursdays 5 p.m. 

Yoga – three locations,
Tuesdays 5 p.m. at Durbin
Library; Fridays, 5:30 p.m.
at Cass Community Cen-
ter; Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. at
the Community Wellness
Center in Marlinton

Intro to Modern Dance,
six-week class for ages 6 to
9, and Dance Basics, for
ages 4 to 5, taught by Adri-
enne Cedarleaf, Thursdays
at Hillsboro School; and Fri-
days at the Community
Wellness Center in Marlin-
ton.   Pre-registration re-
quired by calling
304-799-7386.

CHURCH NOTICES
Marlinton Presbyterian

Church – Sunday School, 9
a.m. Worship 10 a.m. 

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m.
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m.
Thursdays.

New Hope Lutheran –
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m.

First Baptist Church –
Huntersville – Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship,
10:30 a.m. Wednesday night
service 7 p.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday
School every Sunday 9:20
a.m.; Worship second and
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m.

Catholic Mass: St. John,
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.;
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday
11:30 a.m. 

Liberty Presbyterian,
Green Bank – Worship at
11 a.m. 

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church – Worship 10
a.m. Adult Bible Study via
Zoom 8 a.m. 

Marlinton First Church
of the Nazarene – Sunday
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible
Study 7 p.m.

Marlinton United
Methodist Church – Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. 

New Hope Church of the
Brethren, Worship at 9:30
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Pine Grove Church of
the Brethren, Arbovale –
Sunday School 10 a.m.,
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m.

Cochran Creek Baptist
Church, Rimel – Sunday
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11
a.m.

Campbelltown Church,
Marlinton – Worship 10
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m.

Cook Town Community
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday

Service 10 a.m.
Edray United Church –

Sunday School 10 a.m.;
Worship 11 a.m. 

Marlinton Church of
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 a.m.  Wednesday Night
Bible Study 4 p.m. Evangel-
istic service 4 p.m. Sunday,
January 29.

Trinity Baptist Church,
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible
Study 7 p.m. Pastor David
Moore.

There is generally resent-
ment between the poor and
the wealthy; all the more so
during times of famine and
deprivation.

Lao Taitai’s family thrived
as landowners in the upper
reaches of the Ou River in
Zhejiang Province. She en-
joyed an upper-class life and
was kidnapped by indige-
nous warlords as a young
woman. 

In response, her father as-
sembled his own army and,
after paying a ransom in sil-
ver coins, rescued his daugh-
ter from where she was
being held captive in a cave.
Once Lao Taitai was safe,
the warlord’s soldiers were
executed. 

(One of the large silver
coins used in this exchange
sits on my desk as a tangible
reminder of another world.
One that doesn’t exist today.
A world that I was briefly
touched by and left with
memories that at times seem
surreal.)

Lao Taitai’s fears were
justified. Once the commu-
nists took over in 1949, Xiao
Ming and her relatives, those
left behind, were forced to
endure pain, starvation and
humiliation because of their
connections to the former
government.

Mao created many pro-
grams designed to purge
China of what he called the
“Four Olds” of the National-
ist government: Old habits,
old ideas, old culture (in-
cluding religions), and old
customs. 

His approach was simple
but brutal, burn the old
house down and start again
with the brainwashed youth.

The Great Leap Forward,
a failed agricultural pro-
gram, lasted from 1958 to
1962. It resulted in 30 to 40
million Chinese dying of
mass starvation. 

Adding to the misery of
the Chinese people, particu-
larly those who were
landowners or educated, un-
told numbers were executed
or placed in work camps
where they often died from
overwork and starvation. 

For Lao Taitai’s family
members in Red China, it
was devastating. Depriva-
tion would likely account for
Xiao Ming’s diminutive
size. 

Then came the Cultural
Revolution, an idea of
Madame Mao.

The Cultural Revolution,
lasting from 1966 to 1976,
was conceived to purge po-
litical dissidents and the old
culture of China and foster
revolutionary values in Chi-
nese youth. 

The foot soldiers, called
the Red Guard, consisted of
relatively untrained and
undisciplined high-school-
age children, some as young
as 12. 

These fervent and brain-
washed kids scoured the
country, riding free on trains
and buses. Their target was
any vestige of the old China,
including intellectuals, reli-
gious leaders and practition-
ers. 

And, sometimes, owning a
book or a musical instrument
could result in severe beat-
ings or death at the hands of
these indoctrinated children.

Sometime in the 1990s, I
interviewed a middle-aged
Chinese woman; we’ll call
her Jade, who had been ac-
tive in the Red Guards when
she was 16 years old. She
spoke candidly of her activi-

ties during the Cultural Rev-
olution, which included all
manner of brutality for the
slightest infraction.

Jade’s fervor for rectifying
the past intensified after
each engagement, as the
young are prone to do. 

Then one day, her superior
officer, a woman barely a
year older, ordered Jade to
accompany a group of Red
Guards to her hometown. 

She told me that there was
no way she could warn her
parents and siblings and that
she feared the worse for
them. 

Jade’s zeal had dampened
considerably.

Jade was forbidden to in-
terfere with her fellow
guards when they forcibly
entered her parents’ home.
She stood outside listening
to the screams of her older
sister’s children. 

She heard furniture being
overturned and torn apart to
find anything considered
contraband, such as music
records or a shred of western
clothing. 

Not finding immediately
anything, they set about tear-
ing down the interior walls,
where they found several
editions of Chinese classic
books.

The Red Guards had
found what they needed to
justify and inflict further
pain and humiliation. They
beat her father senseless,
then dragged her stoic and
silent mother out into the
middle of the cobblestone
street.

Before continuing, Jade,
who previously had not
shown any emotion in telling
this story, started wiping the
tears from her eyes quickly
and with sudden moves. It
was clear Jade was not com-
fortable telling this part of
the story.

It is strange how we can
justify our actions, however
monstrous until it hits home.
For some, empathy is re-
served only for themselves
and their own.

Jade continued.
After some beating and

kicking, the youngsters
forced Jade’s mother to lie in
the hot sun of midday until
the blistering sun went
down. The only thing Jade
could do to console her
mother was to stand over her
and provide a little shade.

These atrocities repre-
sented the China where Xiao
Ming grew up. And, she
often became the target of
ridicule.

As a young woman, Xiao
Ming was sometimes forced
to sleep in a pigsty with
warnings to the other vil-
lagers not to give her shelter
or feed her. 

At other times Xiao Ming
and other family members
would be paraded through
the village bearing a wooden
board attached to their
backs.  The board rose above
the head and bore red Chi-
nese characters denouncing
them for their crimes against
the socialist state. 

All this humiliation was
because her parents had
land, money and an educa-
tion before the revolution.
Xiao Ming had done nothing
to earn such treatment; for
Christ’s sake, she was as in-
nocent as a newborn baby.

When I met Lao Taitai at
her hotel in Beijing, we laid
out our plans for getting to
the general area where we
may find Xiao Ming. 

Lao Taitai should have
few problems traveling into
restricted areas, although her

western dress and coiffure
might give her away as a
“foreigner.”

As for me, I stuck out like
a sleazily dressed prostitute
in church – white, relatively
tall, big nose and green eyes.
(Not the prostitute, but me.) 

And to make me even
more distinct, most Chinese
where we would be traveling
had never seen a Caucasian
before. 

I had a student visa for
Beijing but did not have the
authority to travel as I
pleased. I am not used to
hiding, but I would soon be
comfortable with it.

The first leg of our
odyssey went smoothly. We
managed to get an airline
ticket to Shanghai. 

The flight attendants were
rude and treated the passen-
gers like cattle. But when
they asked Lao Taitai to
change her ticketed seat,
they found out they were no
match for her; she remained
in the seat beside me. 

I later witnessed electric
cattle prods being used on
passengers lining up for tick-
ets at a train station in Bei-
jing.

“Flying the Friendly
Skies” was not an option in
the China of 1988.

From Shanghai, we took a
13-hour bus ride from hell
over narrow mountainous
dirt roads that clung tightly
to the mountainside. On two
occasions, passengers were
ordered out of the bus to
help pry and push rockslides
off the road.

There were no windows in
the bus, so with riding over
dusty roads and every male
passenger smoking ciga-
rettes, nearly every passen-
ger who wasn’t smoking had
their faces covered for the
entire trip. 

At one point, we rounded
a corner, and sudden chatter
came from the passengers in
the front of the bus. We were
coming up to a military
checkpoint. 

Lao Taitai grabbed my
hand and pointed to the back
of the bus, where the lug-
gage was stored. With the
help of a couple of passen-
gers, I was pushed to the
floor and covered with bags,
suitcases and loose clothes.

A couple of soldiers
boarded the bus and started
demanding paperwork.
From my vantage point on
the floor of the bus, I could
see their polished boots and
the tips of their rifles.

I had heard stories of for-
eigners being thrown in a
Chinese prison to never be
heard from again. I could do
nothing but hold my breath
and hope that I didn’t
sneeze.

One pair of boots walked
back to the pile of luggage
and hesitated there for a
minute or so examining a
few pieces of luggage on
top. 

Satisfied that he had done
his duty, the shiny black
boots abruptly turned and
proceeded to the front of the
bus and down onto the dirt
road.

In next week’s episode of
Finding Xiao Ming, Lao
Taitai and I will find our-
selves in a heavenly city
with happy people and the
best dumplings in the world.

I could have stayed there
forever, but the next morn-
ing we began our search in
the beautiful mountain coun-
try of Zhejiang Province.

Until next week,
Ken Springer

Ken1949bongo@gmail.com
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Lucas Faulknier     •     304.651.6380
eightriverscontracting@gmail.com

Marlinton, wv  24954 WV059577

Now booking for
Spring/Summer 2023

POPES Pocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

STANDBY GENERATOR SERVICING
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!
Get your home unit prepped for

winter.  Bring portable generators to
our shop for service.  We work on all
small engines and most power tools.

WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

Breakers Galore Inc.
Circuit breakers and Electrical Equipment

Can deliver to job site
24 hr. Mobile/Emergency Service

Mark Owens - Owner

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

978 Huntersville Road
Marlinton, WV

304-520-7776
breakerman1@msn.com

This land at that time was
all good bluegrass, real good
pasture for the cattle they
drove from Virginia and was
known as the Gilkinson
hacking.

Cupp Run has two forks.
The watershed from the left
fork drains the ridge known
as the Blockade Ridge,
named by Civil War soldiers
who camped near where
Walter Smith now lives. The
right fork drains the south
side of what is known as Big
Lick Ridge, named after a
big natural deer lick close by.

My granddad and Edd
Showalter were watching
this lick one evening from a
blind and, just before dark, a
panther climbed a leaning
tree over the lick, they had a
one-shot muzzleloader rifle
and they slipped away and
left the lick to the panther.

A railroad was built up
Back Run from Cheat River
and ended in the head of
Cupp Run near the Cupp
Run ski slope. This old grade
can still be seen.

I have heard several of the
older men, such as George

and Summers Sharp, Hanson
Lindsay, Ed Wooddell, O. B.
Curry and others, tell of
working in this hollow and
how they skidded logs up to
the log slide that was built
down Slide Run to Cheat
River. Cupp Run has been
logged several times by dif-
ferent operators. Lee Barlow,
A. C. Pifer and Wallace Gal-
ford had sawmills in Cupp
Run. Also a sawmill was lo-
cated on the mouth of Cupp
Run in 1905, owner was un-
known but the big hemlock
logs were peeled and some
of the bark piles can still be
seen in the woods nearby;
the lumber for several of the
houses and barns was sawed
there.

Part of the drainage of
Cupp Run drains the west
side of a ridge known as
Bear Pen Ridge. Black bear
killed lots of sheep here and
my granddad built a pen of
logs, about three feet wide
and six feet long, with a lid
of heavy logs and caught
three bears in it; then this
ridge was named Bear Pen
Ridge. 

There is a large cave near
the mouth of Cupp Run; sev-
eral people went into it for a
half mile but the entrance has
been closed for livestock

protection.
In 1923, a railroad was

built from Mt. Airy to the
head of Cupp Run. The first
steam overhead skidder to be
used on Elk River was used
to take the timber from Tal-
low Knob across Cupp Run;
the next skidder took the tim-
ber across this run from the
south side of the Big Lick
Ridge.

Several tracts of land on
Cupp Run changed owners
several times, one trade went
from Arbogast to Hoover to
Galford to Mower and then
to Snowshoe, its present
owner.

The last man to live on
Cupp Run was Chris Baugh-
man; he built a log dam of
logs across Cupp Run and
built a small grist mill. He
called it a Hopper Mill as it
ground one grain of corn and
then hopped on another. A
cloudburst washed the dam
and mill away. The Burr
stones from these hand-cut
stones can still be seen at the
home of Pauline Galford at
Linwood. 

At the present time, a wide
road leads up Cupp Hollow
to the big Snowshoe resort. 

This is the history of Cupp
Run one hundred years, from
1875 to 1975.

Cupp, from
page 3

Your, from
page 3

people, even when you dis-
agree with them. Neverthe-
less, I always strived to hear
people out, to not shut them
down, to treat them with re-
spect, and to thank them for
their work making Pocahon-
tas County a better place as
they see it.

In recent Commission
meetings, leaders of seven
organizations that receive
H/M tax allotments have dis-
cussed this year’s H/M tax
distribution, and have pre-
sented a plan to the commis-
sioners to decrease their
organizations’ allotments in
order to increase funding for
EMS. In response, one of the
commissioners has called
them “greedy,” and has in-
timidated them with lan-
guage such as “there’s going
to be a shockwave” and “just
stop the BS.” These organi-

zations’ leaders are good,
honest, hard-working com-
munity members who don’t
deserve this kind of disre-
spect and hostility. It is per-
fectly reasonable for a
commissioner to disagree on
the particulars of H/M tax al-
lotments; such decisions are
their primary job. But it is
out of line for a commis-
sioner to be openly hostile. A
commissioner must be kind,
and show respect to, and
gratitude for, the work done
by others in the community,
whether or not they agree
with the value of that work.
Reduce their funding if you
feel you must, but don’t be
mean to those who for years
have worked and volun-
teered day-in and day-out to
improve Pocahontas County
for all.

It is important as H/M tax
discussions go forward that
the Commission adopt a re-
spectful tone toward the
leaders of the recipient or-
ganizations. Those leaders

are grateful to our EMS and
have made it clear they sup-
port increased funding for
EMS. Those leaders have
presented a plan to the Com-
mission for reduction of their
H/M tax revenues in order to
further fund EMS. Those
leaders have been respectful
to the commissioners
throughout. In return, those
leaders deserve the respect
and gratitude of the Com-
mission, if not financial as-
sistance from H/M tax.

In closing, I ask that the
Commission apologize for
the manner in which they
have spoken to these organi-
zations thus far. I am confi-
dent that the Commission
will fund a County EMS Au-
thority, work out the H/M tax
distribution in a satisfactory
manner for all, and will do so
with mutual respect, grati-
tude, and kindness.

Yours Truly,
David Fleming

Bartow

Letters,
from page 4

Prayer and a vibrant econ-
omy can change things in a
positive way. Part of Tourism
has to do with getting people
to our state for rest and recre-
ation. Tourism can be the
biggest red-carpet of all – be-
cause some will decide to
stay. 

In other happenings;
I received a call from

Hillsboro last week asking if
I (the Mayor of Marlinton)
was outlawing chickens in
the county? My answer was
“No. I couldn’t if I wanted
to.” You cannot keep chick-

ens in Marlinton, except by
certain exception, but I like
eggs too much to ever outlaw
them. They wanted to hear it
from the horse’s mouth, and
I said they must have been
talking to the wrong end of
the horse.

After hours traffic in and
through Mountain View
Cemetery has got to be
stopped. Expect the gate to
be locked in early evening.
Hours and processes will
have to be worked out, but
be ready. 

You may have noticed that
the kiosk at the Greenbrier
River Trail parking lot on
Ninth Street was run over.
Someone should have signif-
icant right side, front-end

damage to the responsible
vehicle. I would pay $50 for
information that leads to a
conviction. 

Lastly, to whomever is in
charge of the “Community to
Make Marlinton Beautiful.” 

Please be advised that the
Secretary of State “filing
date of 1/27 for election” has
a caveat –  “unless different
by Town Ordinance.” 

Marlinton Town Ordi-
nance reads “The first Mon-
day following the first
Saturday in February, which
is February 6, and by 4 p.m.  

Note: the list of candidates
is growing, and you have
until next Monday to file.

Until next time…
Sam

Mayor’s,
from page 4

Calendar,
from page 4
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ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS,
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O.
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-1333.
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission through the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of the first
publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, whichever
is later.

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred.
Any person interested in filing claims against an estate must file
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 and 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s)
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missioner.

First Publication Date: Thursday, February 2, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, April 3, 2023

ESTATE NUMBER: 14443
ESTATE OF: BARBARA E. DEAN
EXECUTRIX: Ronda Thayer

330 Russell Scott Road
Hillsboro, WV 24946-8576

ESTATE NUMBER: 14466
ESTATE OF: MARY LUELLA WAUGH
ADMINISTRATOR: Kevin Waugh

165 Seebert Wilfong Road
Marlinton, WV 24954-9776

ESTATE NUMBER: 14473
ESTATE OF: BRUCE E. PROPST
EXECUTRIX: Linda Propst

6926 Edray Road
Cass, WV 24927-9103

ESTATE NUMBER: 14478
ESTATE OF: ALLEN EUGENE TRACY, SR.
ADMINISTRATRIX: Beverly Ashburn

11501 Ashburn Drive
Rockinghan, VA 22802-1779

ESTATE NUMBER: 14479
ESTATE OF: JUDY M. GREER
ADMINISTRATOR: Freddie L. Greer

14208 Potomac HIghlands Trail
Arbovale, WV 24915-5571

Subscribed and sworn to before me on January 27, 2023.
Melissa L. Bennett

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission
2/2/2c

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

TO: 
RICHARD ALLEN MCCARTY
Sanford Boggs Road
Marlinton, WV 24954 
DOB: August 1, 2000

Magistrate Court Case No.: 22-D-89
Family Court Civil Action No.: 22-DV-74

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
PROTECTIVE ORDER

The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Re-
spondent.

The object of this publication by Class I legal advertisement is to
notify Respondent of the protective order prohibiting the above-
named Respondent from having contact with certain individuals.
This Order may affect property and other rights of the Respondent.
Violating this Order may subject the Respondent to criminal sanc-

tions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to obtain a copy
of this Protective Order from the Circuit Clerk of the county listed
above.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
If appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could

not be found in or that you have left the State of West Virginia, you
are hereby notified of the ORDER referenced above, a copy of
which may be obtained at the Pocahontas County Circuit Clerk’s
office.

This PROTECTIVE ORDER will remain in effect until July 03,
2023.

The Respondent may appeal this Protective Order, pursuant to
W. Va. § 48-27-510, within 10 days of the date the Order was en-
tered.

Issued this 25th day of January 2023 at 3:14 p.m.
Connie M. Carr

Pocahontas County Circuit Clerk
2/2/1c

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
IN THE FAMILY COURT 

OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

ROBERT E. CAIN, 
Petitioner
VS Civil Action No. 22-G-03
R. C., JEANNEA CAIN,
POLLY MOORE, MARY KALISZEWIKI,
JOEY CAIN, DEBRA BEITEL,
CYNTHIA VEGAL, GREGORY CAIN
LISA SIEFRING, TIMOTHY CAIN,
Respondents

THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN 
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR

To the Above Named Respondent: TIMOTHY CAIN
It appearing by affidavit filed in this action that the address of TIM-

OTHY CAIN is unknown.
The court orders the parties to appear on the 3rd day of

March 2023 at 1 p.m. at the location of Law Offices at 820 10th
Avenue, Marlinton, WV, where a final hearing will be held on the
Petition for Guardian/Conservator, at which time you may appear to
protect your interest.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned
Clerk at her office.

Entered by the Clerk of said Court January 27, 2023.
Connie M. Carr

Circuit Clerk of Pocahontas County
By: Cindy D. Beverage, Deputy

2/2/2p

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park Restaurant RFP
The West Division of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation

Section, will receive proposals from qualified prospective ven-
dors for the operation of a restaurant concession located at
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park.  

Inquiries and requests for copies of the Request for Proposal
should be directed to Superintendent Marshall Markley at 304-456-
4300.  

Deadline to request proposal is Saturday, February 11, 2023.
2/2/2c

Public Meetings – 2023-2024 School Calendar
In accordance with West Virginia State Law, the Pocahontas

County Board of Education is required to hold two public meetings
with the purpose of discussing the school calendar for the 2023-
2024 year.

The first of those public meetings will be held Tuesday, February
14, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas County Board of Edu-
cation Conference Room located at 404 Old Buckeye Road,
Buckeye, WV. 

The second public meeting will be held Tuesday, March 7, 2023,
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pocahontas County Board of Education Confer-
ence Room, as well.  

Parents, teachers, community members, business leaders and
other interested parties are invited to attend the meetings, become
informed of the state-required guidelines that we must follow and
see a draft of the proposed calendar. 

In addition, a calendar survey will be available on the Pocahon-
tas County Schools website from February 1 through February 9 to
allow comments on the proposed calendar.

1/26/2c
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF DURBIN

SANITARY AND STORM WATER UPGRADE PROJECT
General Notice

THE TOWN OF DURBIN is requesting Bids for the construction of the following Project:
Sanitary and Storm Water Upgrade Project

Contract No. 1
Sealed Bids for the construction of Contract No. 1 will be received by the Mayor at the office of

the Town of Durbin, 4715 STAUTON-PARKERSBURG TURNPIKE, Durbin, WV 26264 until 2:00
p.m. local time Tuesday, February 28, 2023, at which time the Bids received will be publicly opened
and read.  

The Project includes the following work:
Furnishing all materials, labor, and necessary items for the construction and installation

of approximately 12,700 LF of 8” sewer line; 1,500 LF of 10” sewer line; 78 manholes; 137 re-
connections; 61 drop inlets; 6,000 LF varying size (12” to 36”) CHDPE storm pipe and all
other items and appurtenances as outlined in the Plans and Specifications.

Bids are requested for the following Contract: Contract No. 1
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:  
E.L. Robinson Engineering Company 
5088 Washington Street West, Charleston, WV 25313
Project Manager: Eric Coberly, Office: (304) 776-7473, Email: ecoberly@elrobinson.com 
Bidders may examine and/or obtain the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office Monday through

Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Bidding Documents also may be examined at:
Town of Durbin, 4715 STAUTON-PARKERSBURG TURNPIKE, Durbin, WV 26264
Contractor’s Association of WV, 2114 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV 25311
McGraw-Hill Dodge Reports, 3315 Central Ave., Hot Springs, AR 71913-6138 
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing Office during the

hours indicated above, upon payment of a deposit of $150.00 for each set. Bidders who return full
sets of the Bidding Documents in good condition (suitable for re-use) within 10 days after receipt of
Bids will receive a full refund. Non-Bidders, and Bidders who obtain more than one set of the Bid-
ding Documents will receive a refund of $75.00 for documents returned in good condition within the
time limit indicated above. Bidding Documents may be purchased from the Issuing Office during the
hours indicated above. Cost does not include shipping charges. Upon Issuing Office’s receipt of
payment, printed Bidding Documents or electronic documents on compact disk will be sent via the
prospective Bidder’s delivery service. The shipping charge amount will depend on the shipping
method chosen. Bidding Documents are available for purchase in the following formats:

Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “E.L. Robinson Engineering Company”.
Upon request and receipt of the document deposit indicated above, the Issuing Office will transmit
the Bidding Documents via delivery service. The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted
by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. Par-
tial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor En-
gineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any,
obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Pre-Bid Conference
A pre-bid meeting will be conducted at the Town of Durbin office at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Febru-

ary 9, 2023. Attendance at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
Instructions to Bidders.
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract

award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.
DBE REQUIREMENTS
Each bidder must fully comply with the requirements, terms, and conditions as set forth in the con-

tract documents to achieve Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) participation during the per-
formance of this contract. The bidder commits itself to the program for DBE participation and all
other requirements, terms, and conditions of the bid conditions by submitting a properly signed bid.

The bidder agrees to make “good faith efforts” to sub-contract a portion of the total value of the
contract to disadvantaged businesses. This shall be done in compliance with the six (6) good faith
efforts as outlined in 40 CFR 31.36(e). Failure to demonstrate good faith efforts may lead to rejec-
tion of bids. For the purpose of this program, the term “subcontractor” includes all construction, mod-
ification, and service work contracted by the bidder in the execution of the work under this contract.

American Iron and Steel
Section 746 of Title VII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 (Division A - Agriculture,

Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017)
and subsequent statutes mandating domestic preference applies an American Iron and Steel re-
quirement to this project. All iron and steel products used in this project must be produced in the
United States. The term “iron and steel products” means the following products made primarily of
iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hy-
drants, tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast con-
crete, and Construction Materials.

The following waivers apply to this Contract:
De Minimis,
Minor Components,
Pig iron and direct reduced iron, and

Bidders must comply with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Copeland Act, the Con-
tract Work Hours and Safety Act, and the West Virginia Jobs Act (West Virginia Code § 21-1C-1).

All Bidders must hold a current WV Contractor License on the date of Bid opening.  Any Contractor
submitting a bid on this project hereby certifies, indicates, and acknowledges that he/she has a li-
cense and meets all the qualifications required by the statues of the State of West Virginia, and sub-
division in which the work is to be performed.  Note that the bid hold time is 90 days.

“Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246.
The requirements for bidders and contractors under this order are explained in the specifications.”

Town of Durbin
1/26/2c

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  MARCH 14, 2023 AT 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):

CALL: 023; CONTRACT: 2021000793; STATE PROJECT:
S399-RPM-23 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: HSIP-2023(055)D; DE-
SCRIPTION: PAVEMENT MARKINGS, 2023 RPM; COUNTY:
STATEWIDE

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must include
one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal:
Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified Check for
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways

1/26/2c

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  MARCH 14, 2023 AT 10:00
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project (s):

CALL: 021; CONTRACT: 2022880016; STATE PROJECT:
R088-REM/GR-23.00; DESCRIPTION: GUARDRAIL, D 8 2023
REM GUARDRAIL; COUNTIES: PENDLETON, POCAHON-
TAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER;

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must include
one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal:
Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified Check for
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly
opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways

1/26/2c

 

 

 

  

†

Price subject to change.  

$8999
MO.

+ tax

CHOICE™  PACKAGE
105+ Live TV Channels

  

 
 

†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 

for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file 

unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in first 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. 

Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges 

assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All offers, programming, 

promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 

details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 

Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 

registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 

DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 

limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 

(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select offer. Offer subject to change & may be modified or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. Offer not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
IV Support Holdings

 
 

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR

EXPERIENCE

(855) 935-2903

•Free Roof Inspections
•Roof Maintenance /Repair

• 10-Year Workmanship
Warranty

•30 Years’ Experience
•Familiar with all roof types

•10% OFF ALL ROOF       
REPAIRS UNTIL

3/31/2023

304-642-0334
rsroofingllc@gmail.com

• LICENSED • BONDED 
• INSURED

WV#062157

IINSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Hillsboro Classroom seeks
teachers of arts, crafts,
cooking, exercise, singing– any
skill you’d like to share!
Instructors name the fee, class
size, day(s) and time. Now
forming schedule for March -
July classes. We handle
registration and promote your
class. Contact hillsboroclass
room@yahoo.com.



FOR SALE

FOR SALE - Dandy Oak potbellied
stove; 54-inch maple drop-leaf table
with four chairs; 40-inch maple
dresser with mirror. 304-456-4746. 

2/2/1p 

FOR SALE - Winnebago mo-
torhome. 304-799-6980 or cell 681-
396-9007. 1/12/4p

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - Space Available.
Prime commercial location on Main
Street, Durbin, across from train
depot. Approximately 900 square
feet of shop space. Power and heat
provided. $500/month. Inquire at
304-456-3298. 1/19/3c

ROOM FOR RENT - In Marlin-
ton. Everything paid. 304-799-6980
or cell 681-396-9007. 1/12/4p

HOUSES AND
REAL ESTATE

WANTED – Small acreage with
home within a 10-mile radius of the
Quiet Zone. Contact Donny, 718-
381-0190.    2/2/8p

POSITION AVAILABLE

POSITIONS AVAILABLE - SEA-
SONAL/SUMMER POSITIONS
available at Seneca State Forest.
Seneca State Forest is recruiting for
full-time and part-time seasonal and
summer positions.  The following
positions are available: cabin
cleaner, office clerk and mainte-
nance worker.  Start dates vary.  For
additional information or to apply
contact Superintendent, Seneca
State Forest, Dunmore, WV 304-
799-6213. 2/2/2c

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - Looking for a
Correctional Officer job? Testing

will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on
a daily basis. Interested parties
should contact Human Resources
at the facility at 304-653-4201
to schedule an appointment.

1/19/tfnc

RETAIL

RETAIL - Almost Heaven Smoke-
house. 480 Cass Road, Slaty Fork.
681-202-7139. Smoked meats and
wild game. Meat by the platter or
pound. Sandwiches, Sides and
More! We smoke anything. See
menu on Facebook. Dine in/Carry
out. Open daily from 11 a.m. to
9 p.m. 11/3/fwmp

RETAIL - Buckeye Home, Farm
and Garden Center, Rt. 219,
Buckeye. Irish Setter hunting and
work boots. 304-799-0860. Monday
- Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, noon to 2 p.m. 

2/3/fwmp

RETAIL - Emma Grace Foothills
Boutique, Women’s clothing, shoes
and accessories. Located in the
Green Bank Gallery building. Open
Thursday, 10 a.m to 6 p.m.; Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Shop online,
too: emmagracec.com 12/1/fwmp

RETAIL - Selling/installing water
systems and well parts. Rowan
Well Supplies, 304-636-5055 or
304-940-6544. WV004493. 

11/3/fwmp

RETAIL - The Mtn. Shop, 600
Wesley Chapel Road, Green Bank.
Unique gifts, décor, coffee, baked
goods. Tuesday - Friday, 8 a.m. to
6 p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
240-217-4303. Find us on Face-
book. 12/1/fwmp

SERVICES
SERVICES - A-1 Pumping. Septic

tank installation, inspection, repair
and pumping. Prices start as low as
$375. Durbin. 304-456-4505 or
www.varners.net 12/1/fwmp

SERVICES - Almost Local Busi-
ness Hub, 204 Eighth Street, Mar-
linton. Offering office rental,
color/BW copies, fax service and
Notary services. 304-799-7355.

7/7/fwmp

SERVICES - Auto Value Parts
Store, Durbin. Inspections, tires,
parts, mechanic on site. 304-456-
4505 or www.varners.net. 

12/1/fwmc

SERVICES - Barber Stop - Hot
lather, straight razor shaves; hair-
cuts and trims. Two locations: Next
to Why Not Shop, Slaty Fork -
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call for Saturday
availability. Main Street, Marlinton
- Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
304-816-9072. 11/3/fwmp

SERVICES - Beverage Tire &
Auto Repair, llc., 315 Buffalo
Mountain Road, Arbovale. Tire re-
pair, major/minor engine repair, oil
changes, brakes, AC repair. We sell
tires, batteries and wipers. Call to
schedule an appointment: 304-642-
3383. 12/1/fwmp

SERVICES - Bryant Construc-
tion, LLC. Residential and
commercial construction. 304-799-
4399. 11/3/fwmp

SERVICES - Burgess Construc-
tion. Top notch craftsmanship at a
reasonable price. 304-799-6143
WV048016. 8/4/fwmp

SERVICES - ATV/Motorcycles
Sales and Service, parts and acces-

sories. Polaris Can-Am, KYMCO,
Suzuki, Kawasaki. Elkins Motor-
sports, on the five-lane, Elkins.
304-636-7732 or elkinsmotor
sports.net 12/3/fwmp

SERVICES - General auto repair,
tires, alignment, state inspections,
towing. F & F Service Center,
LLC. 304-799-6431. 1/6/fwmp

SERVICES - Frankford Veteri-
nary Hospital - Marlinton Office.
410 Second Avenue, in Humane So-
ciety Building. Monday and
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 304-
799-6181. Julie Gibson, DVM, and
Payton Mann, DVM. Small/Large
animals and farm calls. 12/3/fwmp

SERVICES - Take the worry out of
doing your business payroll. Offer-
ing complete payroll services, direct
deposit, paychecks, all monthly
taxes, withholdings and reports.
Call for complete details. Gilardi
Tax Services, Bartow. 304-456-
4787 or gilarditaxservices@live.
com 2/3/fwmp

SERVICES - Improve your indoor
air quality! Green Home Solutions
provides residential and commercial
properties with mold remediation,
odor removal, air quality testing and
crawlspace encapsulations. Locally
owned and operated. Call 304-370-
4660; email: westvirginia@green
homesolutions.com or visit us at
greenhomesolutions.com/morgan-
town-wv/ or on Facebook. 

2/2/fwmp

SERVICES - J & P Furniture.
Furnishings and accessories for the
way you live. Showroom and ware-
house, 616 First Avenue, Marlinton.
304-799-6235. 6/3/fwmp

SERVICES - L. Jay Kniceley In-
surance Co. Insurance for every
need. 304-799-6243.  12/2/fwmp

SERVICES - All types of backhoe,
excavator and dozer jobs. Dump
truck services and more. M & L
Miller Excavating, LLC. 304-799-
2339 or 304-646-6695. WV058103.

11/3/fwmp

SERVICES - Mr. Painter, LLC -
Commercial and Residential Paint-
ing. Billy Dunz, owner/operator.
304-799-7152 or 304-618-9420 or
mrpainter25@frontier.com

10/6/fwmp

SERVICES - Muck Truck Septic
Services. Septic system pumping
and portable toilet rentals. Compet-
itive pricing! WV2304-1625. Call
304-846-4600 or 304-651-2788 or
304-742-3271 (Meadows Septic
Tank Service.) 11/4/fwmp

SERVICES - Pocahontas Veteri-
nary Services. Stacy Tawney,
DVM. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -
Friday. 150 Carl McCarty Road, 4.2
miles north on Rt. 28 from
Huntersville intersection, on right.
Small/large animals. We do farm
calls. 304-799-6803 12/1/fwmp

SERVICES - Pritt’s Well Drilling.
Water wells. 304-653-4491; 304-
653-4900. WV 010682. 1/5/fwmp

SERVICES - The Outhouse,

LLC. Septic  pumping, portable toi-
lets and sinks available. 304-456-
5466. 8/5/fwmp

SERVICES - Tom’s Garage. Bat-
teries, tires, exhaust, computer di-
agnostic - American and imports,
transmission flush machine, fuel in-
jection cleaning. Jasper engines and
transmissions. Monday - Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weekends by ap-
pointment. 304-456-3445. 

12/1/fwmp

SERVICES - Valentine Assisted
Living. Affordable, personalized
senior care in Elkins. Private and
semi-private rooms, providing qual-
ity service and care for our resi-
dents. New owner/administrator,
Denise Campbell, RN. Call 304-
636-3900 for more information. 

1/5/fwmc

SERVICES - Affordable Tree
Care. Trimming, removal, stump
grinding and underbrushing. Tony
Garretson. 304-799-6543. 

6/23/tfnp

SERVICES - Ron’s Tree Service,
LLC. Complete tree care and re-
moval. Free estimates. 304-799-
2476. 1/19/tfn

FREE

FREE - Newspaper for your stove
or pets. The Pocahontas Times. Call
304-799-4973. 12/15/tfn
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      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 
1-844-803-1282

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

1-844-803-1282
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

First walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to off er a seated shower option

High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one 
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

SPECIAL OFFER

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 310-1895

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

SSpend your Summer
with the Stars!

Green Bank Observatory is accepting applica-
tions for Food Handlers and Tour Guides. Pay is
$15/hr. Interested applicants must apply online
at greenbankobservatory.org/about/careers
or call 304-456-2263 for more information or
assistance with the application process.

OUR OFFICE CLOSED ON 331 UNITS IN 2022*

LIST YOUR PROPERTY WHERE PEOPLE COME TO LOOK.

174 NORTHRIDGE DR, LEWISBURG WV 24901 • Tom Johnson, Broker  
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED      *Coldwell Banker National

304-645-1242 • LANDWV.COM

A-1 Pumping - Septic Tank Pumping & InstallationDurbin, WV • 304-456-4505
Quality Service – Affordable rates, starting at $375 • Certified, Licensed Installation & Repairs

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon. Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.

which red clover was discov-
ered growing in Indian
times. The Indians said that
it was a sign of war. Poage’s
Lane community, so called
for a short lane caused by
fences on both sides of the
road through the farm of Col.
Woods Poage. Edray, town
and district, from the Bible,
Edrei, meaning a strong for-
tified place. Onoto, name
picked out of a current mag-
azine from Onoto Wantano,
a talented Japanese woman
writer. Woodrow, named in
honor of the inventor of the
League of Nations. Marlin-
ton, from Jacob Marlin, the
first English settler west of
the Allegheny mountain.

Greenbank, town and dis-
trict, so called from a low
long green natural embank-
ment bordering the first ter-
race of the Deer Creek
Bottom. Dunmore, compos-

ite name of the Dunn family
and Moore family, early set-
tlers. Has nothing to do with
Lord Dunmore, colonial
governor of Virginia. Frost,
fanciful name for a town in a
county that somewhere or
other has a frost every month
in the year. Knapps Creek,
from an old settler, formerly
called Ewings Creek from
the first settler. Minnehaha
Springs, laughing water, so
called from a very large,
clear, beautiful spring. Sun-
set, so called because just
east of the mountain dividing
the two places is the post of-
fice of Sunrise.

Huntersville, so called be-
cause it was the original trad-
ing post for the Greenbrier
valley. First county seat and
the name of the district.

Buckeye, from the tree of
that name. Swago creek,
from the Oswego Indians.
Also name of nearby moun-
tain. Beaver Dam, at the
head of Williams river, signs
of immense beaver dam.

Cranberry river, so called

from the abundance of wild
cranberries found at the head
of Glady Fork. Cranberry
glades or bog, a remarkable
formation in the hollow of
the hills presenting the ap-
pearance of a great cleared
farm from the tops of moun-
tains overlooking the curious
wilderness sight. This was in
comparative recent geologi-
cal times a fine mountain
lake, but the lake having
been infected with sphag-
num moss was transformed
into a bog. This moss grows
on top of the water and its
leaves break and fall in the
still water and fill up the bed
until it becomes a quaking
bog, and a spongy mass. It is
in the process of peat forma-
tion, but as long as it is im-
pregnated with water, it is in
a half liquid form. The thick
moss on top enables a person
to walk over the surface, but
he sinks to his shoe tops, and
the mass is agitated for many
feet around…

To be continued…

DEATHS
Gilbert Doyle, aged 76

years, died at his home in
Marlinton Friday, January

30, 1948... On Sunday after-
noon, the funeral was held
from the Methodist Church...
His body was laid to rest in
the family plat in Mountain
View Cemetery. The de-
ceased was a son of the late
William Doyle.

- - -

Word has been received of
the death of T. M. Ocheltree,
aged 68 years, of Kane,
Pennsylvania. The deceased
was a native of Renick, and
lived in Marlinton, where he
was employed by the Camp-
bell Lumber Company…

Her death, tho expected, was
a shock to the community;
she was loved by all who
knew her. A devoted Chris-
tian, she leaves a husband,
and two children; Mrs. Will
VanReenan, of West Union;
and Cecil, so well known as
one of the best boys in the
county. He hardly left his
mother’s side during her
sickness; never was there a
better boy to his mother. Her
very aged father, two sisters,
and two brothers also survive

her. She was laid to rest near
the home where she had
toiled many days. A large
crowd attended the burial.

DUNMORE
A good time for sleighing.
JOE Hannah dehorned

fifty or sixty head of cattle at
Dunmore.

THERE is some talk of
putting in a portable mill at
The Repose to saw lumber
for the big mill.

IT raineth, snoweth,
blowteth, the trees are up-
rooted, the road blockaded,
and Stonewall went to see
his girl.

PINKERTON, the detec-

tive, made a failure one day
last week. He arrested his
man and his man told him to
wait till he got his overcoat.
When he went for it, he just
kept on going, and if he has-
n’t stopped, he’s going yet.

THE WAGNER HOTEL
HUNTERSVILLE, W.VA.
I have opened my hotel

and can accommodate every
one who stops with me. I
have a good house, well fur-
nished, and good beds.

For the horse, there is
plenty of good hay, corn and
oats.

G. W. WAGNER

WEDDING
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Sutton,

of Marlinton, are announcing
the open church wedding of
their daughter, Billy Jean, to
Keith Beverage, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Roscoe Beverage,
also of Marlinton, Saturday,
February 3, at six o’clock, at
the Marlinton Nazarene
Church.

DEATHS
Mrs. Rosa F. Waugh, 88,

of Marlinton; widow of
Jacob B. Waugh; and a

daughter of the late Ervin
and Nancy Sharp Wilfong.
Burial in the Wilfong Ceme-
tery.

Mrs. Eva McCoy Mc-
Carty, 85, of Buckeye, a
daughter of the late Noah D.
and Nancy McCarty McCoy.
Burial in Mountain View
Cemetery.

T. Sgt. Robert Eugene
Madison, 32, of Dayton,
Ohio, was killed in a car-
train accident at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base. He
was a son of Mrs. Virginia
Lovell, of Marlinton, and the
late Richard Madison. Burial
in Mountain View Cemetery.

Mrs. Helen Virginia
Hunter Marshall, 67, of Eu-

stis, Florida; born in Marlin-
ton, a daughter of the late
Frank R. and Anna V. Price
Hunter. Burial in Pine Forest
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Elvie Forren, 83, of
Marlinton; burial in Moun-
tain View Cemetery.

Mrs. Flora Minerva Kelli-
son, 81, of Forest Hill, Mary-
land, formerly of Droop; a
daughter of the late Thomas
and Christine Tolley Mc-
Laughlin. Burial in the Kel-
lison Cemetery near Jacox.

Jack Ryder, 62, of Dun-
more, a retired carpenter and
farmer. Burial in Dunmore
Cemetery.
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THIS IS TAYLOR. She is
about two years old and
likes to get pets. Taylor
could really use a patient
and loving home, as she is

a bit shy at first. She has
had her shots and been
spayed and is ready to set-
tle into a new place. Those
eyes let you know she
wants more than this cage
can offer.

BABY, AT RIGHT, is a
very sweet girl about five
or six years old and miss-
ing the comforts of a home.
Just look at those big eyes!
Baby likes to be indoors –
but don’t put her in a cor-
ner.
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Shelter News

Oak Hall, Broker 
Tiki Hall, Associate Broker

Sales Associates: Doris Doyle, Randy Wilfong,
Sandra Stimpson, Kathy Owens, Nolan Calabro, 

Tom Workman, Tom Boothe, Teresa Nottingham, 
Brian Woodruff, Elizabeth Woodruff, Lisa Circle,   

Kathryn Stauffer, Chuck Stevens, KC Halstead,
Cindy Boswell, Jamie Kellison

Office Assistant: Charles Malcom
www.property4u.com

MARLINTON OFFICE

304-799-0579
18102 Seneca Trail, Rt. 219

Marlinton, WV 24954

888-799-0579

SNOWSHOE BRANCH

304-572-4440
Located two miles north of Rt. 219/66

Downtown Mace

Agents Wanted, NO MLS FEES. Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth? Find out BEFORE you lease. Land pools

have a louder voice! Call us TODAY about how you can join. wvminerals.com

LISTINGS

6362 – Huntersville.
8.88 level, partially
cleared acres with
good access. Room
for a few horses.
Close to Watoga
State Park, Green-
brier River Trail and
Knapps Creek. –
$69,000

6200 – Mill Point.
105 +/- acres border-
ing Rt. 39 and just
steps from huge sec-
tion of national for-
est. Nice mountain
views. Near Cran-
berry Glades and the
Highland Scenic
Highway. – $235,000

6201 – Mill Point. 71
acres with small
stream, spring and
small pond, large
hay field, nice views
and easy access. –
$249,000

5175 – Beaver Creek.
2.03 level to rolling
acres of woodland.
Lot 4. Nice building
sites. Near Watoga
State Park, Green-
brier River and Trail
and Knapps Creek.
Seller wants offers. –
$29,900

6386 – Huntersville.
3BR/2BA home on
11+ acres bordering
national forest land.
Great potential. –
$292,000

6387 – 2BR/2BA
home at the base of
Snowshoe Mountain.
Overlooks the greens
of Raven Golf
Course. – $255,900

6447 – Seebert. 2BR/
1BA cottage with
wraparound deck
and covered front
porch. Sits on 1.5
acres, within 1/2 mile
of the Greenbrier
River and Trail. Near
Watoga State Park
and Lake. – $109,000

6410 – Hunters-
ville. Unique 4BR/
1BA home and a
5BR/2BA lodge on
1.5 acres bordering
national forest.
Great recreational
business opportu-
nity. Close to hik-
ing, fishing and
hunting. –
$250,000

6367 – Hillsboro.
Small, rustic, 3BR ca-
bin with outhouse
on two private acres.
Short drive to area
attractions, such as
Cranberry Glades,
Watoga State and
Beartown State
parks. – $68,000

6439 – Bartow. 2BR/
1BA camp with good
access of of Rt. 250.
Near the East Fork
of Greenbrier River,
Little River, Spruce
Knob, and national
forest. – $38,500
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6441 – Hillsboro.
Home with great
potential located in
town. Excellent large
lot with garage. –
$150,000

6448 – Droop Moun-
tain. 0.5 acres with
well on one-lane
paved road. –
$11,500

6370 – Green Bank.
24.6 acres boarding
Monongahela Na-
tional Forest. Off-
grid. – $88,000

6213 – Bartow. 1970s
style service station
with two-bay garage
and office on US Rt.
250. Great invest-
ment. Needs a little
TLC to get it up and
running. – $69,900

6214 – Mill Point.
3.3 wooded acres
with fantastic views.
Comes with one-
year hunting lease
on 400 acres. Near
national forest. –
$21,000
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304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2021 Chevy 
TRAVERSE LS

All wheel drive, 3.6 V6, 
third row seating. One owner. 

28,800 miles.

$31,495

922097

2020 Chevy 
EQUINOX LT

All wheel drive, 1.5L 4cyl, 
remote start, heated seats. 
One owner. 22,600 miles.

$23,995

922090

2019 Chevy 
CRUZE LT

Alloy wheels. Great fuel economy. 
Sharp look. 56,015 miles.

$19,995

92050

2020 Jeep 
COMPASS LIMITED

4x4, 2.4L 4cyl. Sting-gray Clearcoat.
48,900 miles.

$24,995

22156A

2017 Jeep 
WRANGLER SPORT

4x4, cloth top, 3.6 V6. Local trade. 
Firecracker Red Clearcoat. 

$22,995

23046A

2012 Subaru 
FORESTER

2.5X, manual transmission. 
Priced to sell.

$12,995

922075A

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,

Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Reliable, dependable providers –

in multiple county locations!

Rural Health Clinic at PMH
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Limited same day appointments available

304-799-6200
Julie Hare, MD • J. Copley, PA-C

Donna Lidel-Burley, FNP • Karen Melton, FNP

Jennifer Beverage, DO 

Hillsboro Clinic
at the former Browning Clinic

Open Mon. and Wed. 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

304-799-7400 
J. Copley, PA-C

Primary 
Care Clinics

TRIVIA ANSWERS:(1) Little Red Corvette (2).
Pink Cadillac (3). T-Bird (4). Amazon

HAROLD CRIST, OF Arbovale, traveled to Richmond, Virginia, January 14
to meet his first great-great grandchild—a boy, named Milo Grey Castelow. Milo
was born December 12, 2022 to Harold’s great-granddaughter, Sydney (Ian). Milo
is also the first great-grandchild of Harold’s son, Bob, and wife, Cathy, who hosted
the gathering. 

Five generations pictured, l to r: Harold Crist, age 98; great-granddaughter Syd-
ney Castelow and son, Milo; son, Bob Crist, and grandson, Matt Crist. 

Also present at the gathering were five of Harold Crist’s six children, Bob Crist,
Mike Crist, Renae Wooddell, Anita Watson and Betty Ann Doyle; four grandchil-
dren, Matt (Chris) Crist, Brad (Jill) Crist, Staci Hamilton (Mark White), Jason
(Colleen Bradley) Watson; and four other great-grandchildren, Heidi Crist, Nolan
Crist, Ryan Crist and Cooper Hamilton.

Five Generations

Sixth Grade 
Principal’s List: 4.0 GPA

Madeleine Burns, Silas
Dean, Zara Fanning, Khloe
Gainer and Hailey Golds-
berry.

Honor Roll: 3.75-3.99
Izabella Barr, Tyler Friel,

Eli Beezley, Kylie Under-
wood, Chloe Annett, Izabella
Arbogast, Lily Barr, Eowyn
Smith and Joey McClure.

Merit Roll: 3.5-3.74
Julia Brown, Sydney Sli-

fer, Elizabeth Strader, Ezra

Bond, Amelia Hicks, Levi
Hill and Cade Wagner.

Seventh Grade 
Principal’s List: 4.0 GPA

Savana Sharp, Willa Har-
dy and Irelyn Withers.

Honor Roll: 3.75-3.99
Lexie Burdette and Eli

Lee.

Merit Roll: 3.5-3.74
Reeanna Alderman, Dom-

inick Barnes, Hailley Hoke,
Emma Sacca, Rya Barlow,
Natalee Sewell, Adele Fru-

ciano, RT Hill, Taylor Train-
er, Sherry Walker and Har-
mony Thompson.

Eighth Grade 
Honor Roll: 3.75-3.99
Damien Blankenship,

Riyan Gladwell and Erin
Rider.

Merit Roll: 3.5-3.74
Kaidence Cutlip, Aiden

Jordan, Tanner Smith, Emi-
leigh Friel, Gavin Jordan,
Leanne Green and Aiden
Jordan.

Marlinton Middle School
Academic Achievers

The Pocahontas Times Subscription Rates

• In-County ~ $34  • In-State ~ $42
• Out-of State ~ $42 • Online only ~ $29 

• Print and Online ~ $59

Call 304-799-4973 or email 
jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 
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