
Supplement to The Pocahontas Times Vol. 23, No. 2 - Winter 2023 Post Office No. 436-640 ISSN No. 07388376

Compass
Discover something

Wild and Wonderful 

in every direction in

Pocahontas County

Celebrating 40 Years
Silver Creek Resort, Page 5

n n n
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Dean’s Den 
One Great Menu, Two Locations, Page 12

Across the Kitchen Table 
with Philippe Willis and Vivian Blackwood, Page 17
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Plan a winter
weekend
with us!
W inter doesn’t have to be dreary! Get out and experience the

very best of the season in Nature’s Mountain Playground!

From holiday weekend getaways December through February,
to tapping into Mountain State Maple Days weekends, you’ll find
adventure on the slopes, cozy fireside hangs, sugar camps and
state parks.

For information about snow-capped adventures,
visit pocahontascountywv.com or call 304-799-4636  

NaturesMountainPlayground.com
Call 800.336.7009 

for a free Visitors Guide 
• Pocahontas County Libraries and Visitor Information Centers in Marlinton, Hillsboro, Green Bank, Durbin and Linwood
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Pocahontas County
Opera House is
thrilled to announce

its highly anticipated an-
nual Opry Night, sched-
uled for February 17,
2024, at 7:30 p.m. The
evening is set to feature
the finest local and re-
gional talent in old-time
music as they recreate
beloved favorites with
unique twists.

Leading the dynamic
ensemble are locals Mike
and Mary Sue Burns,
revered musicians hailing
from Pocahontas County,
and members of the pop-
ular band Juanita Fireball
and the Continental
Drifters.

Joining them on the
Opera House stage will be
the music duo of Rick and
Joanne Davidson, origi-
nating from Lewisville,
North Carolina. With a
rich history spanning sev-
eral old-time mountain
music bands, they cur-
rently share the stage as
part of the group Ap-
palachian Thunder.

Also gracing the Opry
Night line-up are re-
spected musical partners
Andy and Toni Williams.

With roots dating back to
The Plank Road String
Band and the New Plank
Road, they continue to en-
liven the music scene from
their home base in Lex-
ington, Virginia.

Rounding out this as-
sembly of talent is Chris
McGrath, a talented old-
time fiddle and banjo per-
former who, after perfec-

ting his craft in New Eng-
land and Ireland, has
made significant contribu-
tions to the music com-
munity of Virginia.

This group of talented
musicians, who have
shared stages at numerous
festival sessions, will, for
the first time, come to-
gether as a single ensem-
ble on the Pocahontas

County Opera House
stage. Adding a new note
to our Opry Night tradi-
tion, the evening promises
to be an unforgettable dis-
play of regional talent and
the very best of Old-Time
Music.

The Pocahontas Opera
House believes in making
music accessible for all,
which is why admission to

the Opera House per-
formance is affordably
priced at just $10 for
adults, and children, ages
17 and younger, can enjoy
the performance free of
charge.

Tickets can be pur-
chased at the 4th Avenue
Gallery in Marlinton, on-
line via pocahontasopera
house.org or at the door
the night of the perform-
ance.

The Opera House Per-
formance Series is made
possible through the gen-
erous financial support of
a grant from the West Vir-
ginia Department of Arts,
Culture  and History, in
collaboration with the
West Virginia Commission
on the Arts. Additional
backing comes from Poca-
hontas County Dramas,
Fairs and Festivals, and
the Pocahontas County

Convention and Visitors
Bureau, emphasizing the
cultural significance of
this community event.

Emphasizing inclusivity
and a family-friendly at-
mosphere, we ensure ac-
cessibility for disabled
individuals at our per-
formances, with special
accommodations available
upon request. Seats can be
secured in advance via our
official website or at the
door on the performance
day, following a first-
come, first-served seating
arrangement.

Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to join us for an un-
forgettable night of Old-
Time Music. With the
heart-warming harmon-
ies, excellent collabora-
tion, and unrivaled local
talent to be showcased, we
promise you an experi-
ence to remember.

Pocahontas County Opera House ..................4

Silver Creek ....................................................5

The Hammons Family ......................................8

Dean’s Den ....................................................12

Snowshoe Ski Slopes....................................16

Across the Kitchen Table..............................17

Cover: A skier catches some air at one of the ter-
rain parks at Snowshoe Mountain Resort. There
are four terrain parks on the mountain – Pro-
gression, Evolution, Mountaineer and Timber-
jack. Photo courtesy of Kurtis Schachner, Snowshoe
Digital Media Producer
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Autumn BreezeSSTABLES

Western-style trail riding for ages six and
older - all skill levels. Vintage, one-horse
open sleigh rides or mini-horse rides and

bobsled rides for kids.Carriage rides
available if there’s not enough snow.

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.

Open daily 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Year-round
Guided

Trail Rides
and more at
Snowshoe
Mountain

Visit our website for more information
wvtrailrides.com

304-572-2262 (Stables) or 800-759-7238

Photo courtesy of Kurt Schachner
Marlinton residents Mike and Mary Sue Burns have been playing old-time music
together for years –as themselves and as Juanita and Lulu in Juanita Fireball
and the Continental Drifters. 

Best local and regional talent at Opry Night 2024

FOR ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATION:
Foundations, Roadways, Bridges

Driveways • Gravel Delivery
Certified Septic System Installation

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Call us for your next job! WV012079

304-456-4505
varnersconstruction@gmail.com



Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

1983
started with a bang. The
first day of the year was
the completion date of the
migration of the ARP-
NAET to TCP/IP – the be-
ginning of the true
Internet. Thirteen days
into the year, The Poca-
hontas Times reported
the announcement of a
new ski resort – Silver
Creek – which was
planned to be in opera-
tion the following winter.

John Kruse, president
of American Resorts Serv-
ices, of Columbia, South
Carolina, was the project
developer, who said the
resort was set to give some
competition to Snowshoe

Mountain Resort, which
opened a decade earlier.

The initial lodge that
was to open the same year
was just the beginning.
The nine-story building
was to have wings built on
to it and along with the ski
slopes and lifts, the resort
was to boast an indoor-
outdoor pool, indoor ice
skating rink, 18-hole golf
course, tennis courts,
horse stables, riding and
hiking trails, playgrounds
and game rooms.

Construction began in
September and in just 90
days, the lodge was built
and ready for dedication.

On December 19, 1983,
the resort was dedicated,
with Kruse presiding over
the grand opening and
then-Governor Jay Rocke-
feller in attendance.

As reported in The Poc-

ahontas Times on Decem-
ber 22, 1983, “Governor
Rockefeller welcomed the
new resort to the growing
West Virginia ski industry,
saying we have over

300,000 skiers compared
to a few thousand only a
few years back. Tourism is
the fastest growing indus-
try in the state, a $1.8 bil-
lion business. He pledged

help in training programs
and all the support he
could give to this promis-
ing half-billion dollar in-
vestment in excellence.”
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See SILVER, page 6

5382 Potomac Highlands Trail • Green Bank
 in the Green Bank Gallery building   3212980760

Open Thurs.  Fri.  11 a.m.  5 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.  4 p.m.

In DECEMBER

Shop online 
scan the QR

code!

WOMEN’S
AND CHILDREN’S

CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES

3

1
2
3

Special Holiday 

Gift Section

In JANUARY

Check out our 

Winter Clearance

In FEBRUARY

Celebrate LOVE with

Valentine Specials

NOW CARRYING MEN’S

CLOTHING, PET ITEMS AND GIFTS
Welcome to our 

Winter 
Wonderland
We're right on the river!

• Great food and daily specials
• Clean, affordable lodging 

with Wi-Fi and cable TV. Minutes from
skiing, fishing, hunting,

mountain biking and hiking. 
Buses welcome!

Winter hours: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Closed Wednesday. Hours subject to change due to weather.

At the bridge in Marlinton   304-799-7233   greenbriergrille.com

Photo courtesy of Kurtis Schachner
An aerial view of Silver Creek Resort shows the expansive lodge and snow covered terrain.

Silver Creek ~ 40 years of  family-friendly fun



The resort opened that
day with the core main
building, ten slopes and
three lifts in operation.

Again, the plan was to
expand, but over the
years, plans changed.

The resort changed
hands several times. It was
initially operated by Qual-
ity Hotels and Resorts, but
in 1993, Tokyo Tower De-
velopment Company pur-
chased the resort. At the
time, the Japanese com-
pany was also operating
Snowshoe. 

Silver Creek still oper-
ated as a separate entity
until 1999. Snowshoe and
Silver Creek were both
bought by Intrawest in
1995 and operations were
combined four years later.

During the resort’s 30th
anniversary, several mem-
bers of the Homeowners
Association shared the his-
tory of the resort as well as
their personal histories
there.

“The investors bought
this property to compete
with Snowshoe,” resort
resident David Dragan
said. “They planned a
whole entity – a village
with shops, a golf course,
tennis courts. There were

supposed to be additional
wings built. Quite frankly,
this was long before In-
trawest brought the ‘vil-
lage’ concept here. Local
developers had that vision

of creating a village here
at Silver Creek. Then they
lost all their funding.”

While the building
never received its wings,
the resort did get some

additions, including more
slopes and ski lifts, tubing
hill and terrain park.

“Intrawest put in the
tubing hill,” Dragan said.
“The Ballhooter upgrade
[at Snowshoe] is what re-
sulted in Cub Run being
built here and the quad
that’s here now is the old
Ballhooter lift.”

Along with the Coca
Cola Tubing Hill with five
lanes for tubing, the resort
boasts 18 trails, six ski
lifts, Kid’s World and
three mountaineer parks.

Silver Creek is also
home to the only night

skiing on the mountain,
with 12 trails open for
starlit ventures.

In the lodge, visitors
can enjoy meals at The
Bear’s Den during ski sea-
son and The Locker
Room Sports Bar year
round. There is also retail
shopping on the ground
floor of the lodge.

Adjacent to the lodge is
the Adaptive Sports Pro-
gram, which was founded
by Dave Begg in 1983.
The program, now di-
rected by Carol Woody
after Begg’s passing in
2018, works with individ-

uals with disabilities who
wish to ski and mountain
bike at the resort.

In 2017, Silver Creek
and Snowshoe were pur-
chased by Alterra Moun-
tain Company and
continue to operate to-
gether.

After 40 years of opera-
tion, the resort has seen a
lot – and survived it all
with the help of its people
and its family-oriented ap-
peal. 

Dragan recently re-
flected on the longevity of
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See SILVER, page 7

SILVER from pg 5                  

Historic
Electric Moon Inn

Air B&B
Built in 1926 and nestled beside the famous

Pocahontas County Opera House. 
Steps away from the Greenbrier River Trail. 

Just 26 miles to Snowshoe Mountain Resort.
Cozy, wellappointed apartments. WiFi, laundry,

upstairs outside deck. Bike and ski storage;
private parking.

812 Third Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
Facebook:ElectricMoonInn

Michael Murphy, Owner

12745 Potomac Highlands Trail 
Durbin, WV 26264

Murphy's AUTO 
quality used vehicles

BOdy & repair shop 
wrecker & rollback

service

304-456-4858

Photo courtesy of Dave Dragan

A view of  the construction of Silver Creek Resort lodge in the early 80s. The
photo was taken looking at the lodge from the current tubing hill. 



the resort and said it re-
mains a place for families
to enjoy the winter season
together.

“First off, there are
some original owners who
have been there since day
one, and they still own the
unit,” he said. “The other
thing that comes to mind
is it has a family atmos-
phere. I think that’s one
of the things – generation
after generation is there.
It’s always been a great
place for kids to learn to
ski. And now, they’re

bringing their kids.”
Dragan knows from ex-

perience. In the mid 80s,
he brought his daughters
to Silver Creek to learn to
ski and now his grandchil-
dren come to the same
place for the same reason.

“At Silver Creek, you
can turn your kids loose
and no matter what chair
they take back to the top
of the mountain, they’re
going to end up at the
lodge,” he said. “It’s that
family atmosphere.”

Even though some of
the original plans for the
resort were permanently

scrapped, the Homeown-
ers Association is always
looking at ways to up-
grade. The newest idea is
to take a portion of the
parking lot and build an
outdoor ice skating rink. 

Who knows what may
happen in the next ten
years. One thing is for
sure, the resort will con-
tinue to be a family-
friendly getaway for those
who love the outdoors
and adventure.

For more information
on Silver Creek Resort
and its programs, visit
silvercreekwv.net
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SILVER from pg 6                   

US 219 North, 2 miles south of Marlinton, WV
150 Duncan Road • Buckeye, WV 24924

304-799-7400
www.pmhwv.org

Check out our employment opportunities online.

• 24 hour Emergency Care and Ambulance Service
• Rural Health Clinic offering total family care
• CT scans, MRIs, diagnostic x-rays and ultrasounds
• Acute care
• Medical clinical lab with same-day 

test results
• Pulmonology Clinic
• Wound Care Clinic
• 24 hour Respiratory

Services
• Behavioral Health 

Clinic
• Skilled rehabilitation 

service (Swing Bed)
• Outpatient Nursing Services
• Outpatient Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapies
• Retail Pharmacy and Coffee Shop

Your health is our priority.
Committed to Excellence in 
Community-Based Healthcare



By Henry Mitchell
Reprinted from the 
Washington Post, 
September 18, 1973
The Pocahontas Times, 
September 20, 1973

“Now to get
through this
world in one

piece and to keep up with
things rightly, you have to
do right smart talking,
and that’s a fact. And if
you’re going to do your
share of the talking, and
telling the stories about
the old times and singing
some, for the good of the
lungs, well, there isn’t all
that much time for any-
thing else to speak of.”

Thus, it happens that
for the past two centuries
the Hammons family, in
Pocahontas County, has
kept good talk and good
tunes alive, though as a
fellow from the Library of
Congress says, they have-
n’t entered all that much
into “the cash economy”
of the nation.

And who knows but
what the Republic would
be in better shape if the
cash economy had at-
tracted fewer money grub-
bers, thieves and polt-
roons along the way.

Be that as it may, the

Hammonses are still
singing and telling stories
in the mountains and this
week the Library of Con-
gress is making available
its two-disc album, “The
Hammons Family.”

What makes it different
from the more usual
recording of somebody
banging away at “The Twa
Corbies” is that the Ham-
monses are treated as
more important than
their art, and, in fact, the
real subject is not folk
music but (as the subtitle
plainly says) “The Ham-
mons Family – A Study of
a West Virginia Family’s
Traditions.

It does not do to ap-
proach the album with a
lot of preconceived no-
tions about mountain folk
speaking Middle English,
and rooted for three cen-
turies to some woodsy
backwater.

The Hammonses are
seminomadic, rarely stay-
ing in one place even for
one generation. Their his-
tory begins from the point
they choose it to begin –
about 1800, when the
family moved into West
Virginia from Kentucky
(earlier from Tennessee,
and earlier yet from
Southside Virginia.)

Their oldest family sto-

ries point back to Ken-
tucky which takes on
something of the quality
of Canaan’s fair fields or a
place of gold and har-
mony.

“Yessir, they made all
them old tunes, them old
pieces they made up,”
Burl Hammons observes
in the fascinating notes,
equivalent to the 100-
page book that accompa-
nies the album.

“Now they made ‘em up
and named ‘em,” agreed
Maggie Hammons.

“And made words to
‘em,” adds James Ham-
mons.

“Yeah, they originated
away back down there in
Kentucky, from where they
was borned and raised, a
batch of ‘em, they made a
lot of them tunes and
brought them here to this
country.”

“This country” is West
Virginia, which is not a
snit different from eastern
Kentucky or Tennessee
except gazing backward
two centuries it may seem
the sweeter place.

With the realism often
associated with women,
however, Maggie Ham-
mons argues that songs
just as good were com-

posed right there in West
Virginia: “Plenty of them
made right over here on

Cherry, the north fork of
Cherry.” 
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See HAMMONS, page 9

Large and Small Animals • Farm Calls
Stacy Tawney, DVM 

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

Open 
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

for all your
animal care

needs!

216 Ninth Street
Marlinton, WV

Across from
Discovery Junction

304-646-2491
WV Made Art, Crafts,

PRoduce, fresh local meat 
and take-out lunch – Menu posted on Facebook

Open Wednesday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We specialize in Residential
and Commercial Construction

•New Homes •Additions 
•Porches & Decks •Vinyl Siding

•Garages & Buildings
             •Window Replacement
                •All Types Roofing

BRYANT CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Alex E. Bryant Jr., Owner

82 Angus Irvine Road, Marlinton

304-799-4399 License # WV026274

Let's get started on your project!

Greenbrier Suites
A bed and breakfast in historic Durbin, West Virginia.
Comfortable suites with kitchenette, private bath, dining room and
parlor. Bedrooms are furnished with queen-sized or full-sized antique
beds and ceiling fans.  A non-smoking, no pets facility.  COVID-19
precautions used in cleaning. Complimentary breakfast is available
down the street at Station 2 Restaurant.

Book online at www.gbsuitesdurbin.com
For information call 304-456-3298 • gbsuites@yahoo.com

Photo by Carl Fleischhauer
Alan Jabbour recording Maggie Hammons Parker at her home in Stillwell, near
Marlinton, West Virginia, April 1973. 

The Hammons Family,
presently of 
Pocahontas County



The Hammonses like to
say everything three or
four times, and they like
to ask each other rhetori-
cal questions to which
they know the answers
thus permitting the thing
to be said another three or
four times, with grand ef-
fect.

The effect of their art,
then, is leisurely, and they
know few stories that do
not include such phrases
as “and so they went and
they went. They went on
and they come to…”

But first thing you
know, you’ve heard about
a man’s cow being
witched, and his cure of
the curse, and how he
burnt up a live calf and
how another man said he
would have no part of that
for all the cows in Chris-
tendom, etc., etc. And
you’ve heard it in less time
than it takes a newscaster
to say it may rain tomor-

row.
Whatever else the Ham-

monses and people like
them know, they under-
stand drama in narration.
They may say something
three times over, but they
leave out all those tire-
some details that some
would think important.

As Alan Jaddour, head
of the Archive of Folk
Song, put it, talking about
the Hammonses to re-
porters:

“Their oral tradition is
extremely rich. Talking
and singing – that’s what
life is all about for these
people. For our archives,
this was a chance to ex-
plore a single family’s tra-
dition, a tradition pre-
served largely by stories
and word of mouth. It was
also an experiment in
sound recording – they
talk before and after their
songs, and you can hear
the floorboards creak.
There is no effort made to
get a “studio sound.”

These people do not just
perform – they are caught
in the act of living, which
in their case involves sto-
ries and songs. You have
me in there asking stupid
questions – I may be over
stating that.”

The Hammonses are
basically a woods-life fam-
ily. They now live largely
on Social Security checks,
but for generations they
have gathered ginseng,
hunted and fished.

The ginseng is a moun-
tain plant esteemed in
China as either an aphro-
disiac or booster for fertil-
ity, and it has been
exported from the Ameri-
can mountains at least
since the 18th century,
Jaddour says. Many of the
Hammons stories refer to
“sanging” which is collect-
ing the ginseng roots. As
farmers might say “when
Tom was out mowing hay,”
the Hammonses say,
“while he was out sang-
ing.”

Their stories reflect a
skeptical fascination with
the supernatural, as wit-
ness the tales of witchery,

but a feature of all their
narration is that they do
not themselves say
whether they believe the
story. There the story is,
that’s the way they learned
it, and you can take it of
leave it.

One uncle cured a be-
witched man by giving
him a hoot owl to eat (effi-
cacious in nearly every
case) and in another story,
the hex was lifted by mak-
ing a cross with two hairs
over the bore of a rifle.

In case you don’t know
it, it will be a grand year
for chestnuts and beech
mast if your house drips
on Old Christmas.

“If what?” asks an igno-
rant fellow.

“The house drips,” ex-

plains Maggie Hammons
patiently. “If she’s warm
enough for your house to
drip.”

Old Christmas is Janu-
ary 5, whereas New
Christmas is December
25. The newfangled date
was dreamed up in a cal-
endar reform of 1752.
The Hammonses have
moved Old Christmas to
January 6 instead of Janu-
ary 5, doubtless because of
the pull of Twelfth Night
which is 12 days after
Christmas, whereas Old
Christmas was 11 days
after.

Anyhow, it makes no
great difference, since the
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See HAMMONS, 
page 10

HAMMONS from pg 8                    

Photo by Carl Fleischhauer

Pallbearers carry Maggie Hammons Parker’s coffin to her grave in the Cochran
Cemetery, not far from Edray, West Virginia, July 30, 1987. The Williams River wa-
tershed lies one mountain ridge away, to the west. In this photograph, Alan Jab-
bour stands just to the right of the coffin, wearing a dark suit and necktie. 

304-799-5471 • Rt. 39, Marlinton • locusthillwv.com

Book a cozy room with
breakfast provided; a private

cabin; or just join us for
dinner! Free Wi-Fi. Just

blocks from the Greenbrier
River and Trail and a 30-

minute drive to Snowshoe.

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin
& Restaurant

RESTAURANT OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
5 - 7:30 p.m.

Our regular Entreé menu served
Friday and Saturday

Reservations recommended.



chestnuts all succumbed
to fatal blight in the
1920s, and there aren’t
any, nowadays.

But where would civi-
lization be if you forgot
Old Christmas and the
chestnut harvest merely
because somebody switch-
ed dates on you in 1752
or the chestnuts all died
in 1929?

What the Hammonses
choose to remember is the
sort of thing Homer chose
to remember about the
Trojan War – specific bits
of drama, not some long
tiresome analysis of
trends. 

The Civil War sort of
passed the Hammonses
by, like the economy and
book learning and other
such stuff.

They do remember
their ancestor who was
minding his own business
when soldiers grabbed
him and took him off to

kill him. He escaped
through the kindness of
one of his captors who
had mercy and sent him
off to shoot a wild turkey.
No Hammons was ever so
dumb as to return with
the turkey, of course. This
is all recounted vividly,
though such details as why
the captor was merciful,
or why they wanted to kill
him in the first place or
which army it was – such
trifles are missing from
the story, but the drama is
not. Pressed on the mat-
ter, Burl Hammons said:

“This here was them
Yankees, the Rebels and
the Yankees, ary one. It
didn’t make no differ-
ence…”

The Hammonses, once
dispersed, are now,
through circumstances,
more or less reunited with
the passage of years. They
have electricity, though
they get water from a well.

“They had a TV set
once,” Jaddour recalls. “It

worked for a year or two,
then broke and that was
that.”

Nowhere in their songs,
nowhere in their speech,
is there any of that cor-
rupt vocabulary or flabby
tone prevalent among the
“educated.”

In a time of great smog,
you may think a breath of
clean air is splendid.
Hence, this album. The
Hammonses have logged,
they have had 18 acre
farms, they have some-
times grown beans and
corn, but never have they
been tradesmen of – God
save us all – effete folk.
They have been too busy
being some kind of back-
bone, or preserving some
kind of culture, to have
got much more than a few
coppers from the gilded
country.

But what they have, ap-
parently, is solid oak, solid
rock, and a language that
sounds like language.
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Orchard Hill Alpacas has a herd of  40+ animals, about equally
divided between the two breeds: Suri and Huacaya. Our busi-
ness travels have taken us around the US. We’ve been truly
blessed with great stock, winning championships at major
shows in Harrisburg, PA and Columbus, OH. Orchard Hill
offers all types of  fleece and yarn; for spinners we have a
variety of  batts and rovings. Finished products include
blankets, caps, shawls, ruanas, socks, sweaters and rugs.

Available locally at  Tattered Rose Boutique, Rt. 219 • Marlinton

Enjoy luxurious, beautifully crafted,
locally sourced Alpaca products!

RUGS • APPAREL • HATS AND MITTENS

FINGERLESS GLOVES • SHAWLS

MEN’S/WOMEN’S SOCKS • ORNAMENTS

• TEDDY BEARS • CAT TOYS AND MORE!
YARN (100% alpaca or blended with wool, silk, 

bamboo or cotton) -                     
sold directly from Orchard Hill

- please contact me. 

Don’t see your size? Need more information?
CALL OR EMAIL ME:

hammerr@cebridge.net 
304-621-3399

In operation since 2002 on
Chenoweth Creek Road in Elkins.

Owned and operated by Becky
Hammer and Dan Tice.



Laura Dean Bennett

Staff Writer

If you haven’t experienced
Chef Andrew Dean’s
cooking at his Dean’s

Den location in Frost, let me
just say – it’s high time you
did. 

But now you don’t need to
travel up to the Hill Country
to do so.

Dean has opened a second
location right in downtown
Marlinton, at the old Dorie’s
Restaurant location on Sec-
ond Avenue.

One thing you can defi-
nitely say about both Dean’s
Den locations is that the food
is never boring – each dish
bursts with creativity – and
the portions are very gener-
ous.

Okay, that’s really two
things – but two things worth
saying. An exciting, unusual
menu and huge portions? 

Oh, boy. Oh, boy. 
“I like to experiment with

exotic dishes,” Dean said. 
“My wife, Isabella and I

often try things at home and
if and when I think it’s some-
thing that will go over with
my customers, I might offer
it as a special and see how it
goes.

“I use as much fresh, local
food as I can and am always
looking to expand that as-
pect of the menu. I’ll be
working in local ingredients
more and more, especially
with my specials.”

The restaurant serves Wil-
fong Farms’ beef and local
vegetables, as available.

Care is given to the presen-

tation of each dish, yet an-
other indication that there’s
a professional in the kitchen. 

So far, one of the top sell-
ers at the Marlinton location
is the Open Faced Roast Beef
entrée. I tried it, and I can
only say that it was a feast,
and I fell in love. 

Although the shredded
roast beef was served on
toasted sourdough bread, it
bore little resemblance to a
sandwich. It was much more
like a real roast beef dinner,
complete with fresh green
beans and real mashed pota-
toes “with the skins on.” 

Another delicious entrée
which I got to sample, thanks
to the forbearance of one of
my dinner partners, was the
Braised Lamb Shank. 

I could clearly taste the
Cabernet flavoring the lamb.
Its gravy paired beautifully
with the meat, the roasted
veggies and mashed red po-
tatoes. 

All cooked to perfection –
not overdone, but not too al
dente. 

Never have I tasted a bet-
ter shank of lamb - nor even
a tastier carrot, for that mat-
ter.

The Chicken Marsala was a
tour de force. 

This dish is famous around
the world. It features a gravy
made with Marsala wine
which brings with it a nutty,
brown sugary aroma.

The tender chicken cutlet
(not dried out in the least)
was covered in cremini mush-
rooms and nestled on egg
noodles. 

This is comfort food at its

finest!
The ever-popular Gen.

Tso’s Chicken, a dish that is a
frequent special on both the
Frost and Marlinton menus,
is a favorite among diners. 

It was the special the night
my friends and I dropped in
for supper, and not surpris-
ingly, was already sold out
when we asked for it. 

But our accommodating
waiter went to the kitchen to
ask the chef if there was
enough left for just one more
serving. And we were in luck.

This spicy dish can be or-
dered three ways – mild,
medium or hot. 

I like a little spice in my
food, but not enough to burn
off my taste buds.

I found that mild was too
mild and hot was too hot, but
in true Goldilocks fashion,
the medium version was just
right. 

During my initial conversa-
tion with Dean, I asked why
there were no burgers on his
Marlinton menu.

“It may be that one day
we’ll add burgers to the
menu here, we’ll have to
see,” Dean said.

Well, Dean’s Den fans, that
day has come.

The new menu, just re-
leased this week, features all
kinds of burgers – Smoke-
house, Steakhouse, Bacon
Cheeseburger, Mushroom
Swiss, All American, Black
and Blue, and for those who
like to spice it up – a
Jalapeno Burger.
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Dean’s Den 
One great menu, two locations

Photo courtesy of Dean’s Den

Dean’s Den has two locations in Pocahontas County. The first, in Frost, opened in 2019, and the second is on Second Avenue in Marlinton.

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett

To explain why he had a change of heart about having hamburgers on the Marlinton

menu, chef and owner of Dean’s Den Marlinton Andrew Dean said his customers gave

him no choice. It was either put hamburgers on the menu or they were going to chase him

out of town with pitch forks.
See DEAN’S, page 14



While Dean is an artist
in the kitchen, Isabella
finds her creative outlet at
the easel and potter’s
wheel.

The restaurant is deco-
rated with her paintings
and pottery, and some are
available for sale.

Dean’s education back-
ground would not have
suggested that he had a
future as a chef. 

He graduated with an
IT degree from Stratford
University in Washington,
D.C. and became a certi-
fied Microsoft systems en-
gineer. 

Disillusioned with work-
ing with computers, Dean
did a stint of construction
work until he finally
found his calling.

“I guess my inspiration
for being a chef came
from my grandfather,” he
said. 

“He had a Greek restau-
rant in Northern Virginia

– a rather famous place
called The Lamplighter. I
must have inherited his
love of cooking.

“After college and while
I was trying to fit into the
computer world, I kept
finding myself wanting
too cook,” he recalled. 

“Finally, I thought, ‘Why
fight it? Just go cook.’”

Dean is always on the
lookout for talented and
experienced staff – front
and back of house. He’s
employed several gradu-
ates of Pocahontas County
High School’s Pro Start
class and he speaks highly
of the program. 

The chef is keeping the
Frost location open- no
worries, Frost customers. 

And he’s also still doing
some catering out of the
Frost location and, in the
future, will be doing some
small, private event cater-
ing from the Marlinton
restaurant.

“I enjoy being able to
offer that service to cus-

tomers, although it’s a bit
of a stretch right now
while we get things going
here at the new location,”
Dean explained.

Going back and forth
between the two restau-
rants hasn’t been easy.

“We’re still working the
kinks out,” Dean said.

As marvelous as the
Dean’s Den dining experi-
ence is right now, some-
thing tells me that when
the kinks get worked out,
Dean will have brought to
Marlinton an unusual
restaurant experience that
can’t be beat.
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4th Avenue  Gallery
in the historic Marlinton Depot
on the Greenbrier River Trail.

304-799-2550. 
Open Tues. - Sun., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.,

subject to change.  

Shops at Leatherbark Ford at Cass Scenic

Railroad State Park  open weekends in

December and reopen  for the season in May.

Call for additional open dates throughout winter.

Join us at pocahontasartistry.com or Facebook at Pocahontas County Artisans Co-op

Local, handmade
fine arts and crafts

Unique,
handcrafted home

décor, gifts and more!

FromShalimar Farm Retreat

OFFERING PRIVACY • SCENERY • HIKING • BIRDWATCHING
on 900 acres of private land protected by conservation easement, near Cass, WV.

• Four fully furnished cabins – premier accommodations  - surrounded by
Monongahela National Forest and views of Cass Scenic Railroad. 

• Close to the Greenbrier River Trail , Snowshoe Resort and Green Bank Observatory

Thanks for visiting with us this year
- you made it a great season! We look forward to

seeing you in 2024 - now taking reservations!

mickeydeike@gmail.com
FARM RETREAT Reservations

required: 
304-456-4852

Call or email for complete information and rates.

Season’s   
Greetings

Photos courtesy of Dean’s Den
Along with the delicious menu at Dean’s Den, there
are a variety of specials each week, including, clock-
wise from top: Coconut Chicken Curry, Seafood
Pasta and Open Face Roast Beef Sandwich.



Open Thursday -
Saturday

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
7847 Seneca Trail

Hillsboro

304-653-2646

Serving lunch and

dinner,  desserts,

milkshakes,  ice

cream, lattés,

espresso, and more.         

~Dine in or carry out~

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse
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Lots starting
at $29,500.

Lot financing
available.

at Snowshoe

Home and Land Packages
www.hideawayatsnowshoe.com

Own a Piece of
Almost Heaven

Visit us online: pocahontastimes.com

STATION 2
RESTAURANT AND LODGING

Winter Hours:
Sun. - Tues. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wed. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Business opportunity available!

Restaurant/Lodging/Car Wash

for sale. Call for details!

Main Street, Durbin • 304-456-4506 • station2restaurant.com

FAMILY DINING
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER

Appetizers • Burgers • Subs • Pizza • Steak
• Chops • Desserts • Soft Serve Ice Cream

ACCOMMODATIONS
Four  rooms featuring queen size

beds, separate baths,
Wi-Fi, cable, big screen TV

and a common lounge.

LODGING INCLUDES
BREAKFAST

Call for pricing and
availability.

After hours: 304-456-4509

WVMR 1370 AM
Frost, WV

WNMP 88.5 FM 
Marlinton, WV

WVMR-FM 91.9 FM 
Hillsboro, WV

WDMT 106.3 FM
Marlinton, WV

WCHG 107.1 FM
Hot Springs, VA

WVLS 89.7 FM
Monterey, VA

W278AL 103.5 FM 
Durbin, WV

Streaming online at alleghenymountainradio.org 

Stayed tuned in for
weather updates, road

conditions, travel alerts,
and other important

announcments!

Your Listener Supported

Community Radio Stations

• Hardware • Plumbing • Electrical
• Fencing • Storage Solutions

• Heaters • Pet Supplies / Pet Food
• Livestock and animal health products

OPEN MON. - FRI. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
SATURDAY 8:30 a.m - 2 p.m.  SUNDAY Noon - 2 p.m.

Rt. 219, Buckeye • 304-799-0860

AN
AUTHORIZEDDEALER!

We make your life easier.
Buckeye Home, Farm,

Lawn and Garden

Whether working or playing, if  your day begins cold
and ends cold, we’ve got the gear to keep you

going –and we’re not just for men anymore!

TheMen’s Shop
Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m •  Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.

Rt. 219 North, Marlinton

304-799-6423

Winter Gear to
keep you warm!

Mucks for
the whole

family!

for men, women and kids!
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If you’ve been to the
Shoe, you might have
been baffled by the

names of the slopes, lifts
and lodging units around
the mountain. Names,
such as Powder Monkey,
Widowmaker and Hoote-
nany, make you wonder
just who it was that came
up these strange names.
We’re here to help set the
record straight. But first,
you’ll need some details
on the Mountain’s history
to make sense of these
unique names. 

The land on which
Snowshoe now stands was
previously home to log-
gers and railroaders. The
time between 1901-1910
and 1945-1950 were peri-
ods of the most intense ac-
tivity. A steep railroad up
Cheat Mountain from
Cass was graded in order
to log the virgin forests on
the mountain for the West
Virginia Pulp and Paper
Company. A special 40-
ton Shay locomotive was
developed to tackle the
steep grades of 5 to 10%.
The Cheat River was also
named because its wilder-
ness reaches many miles
downstream, and has
cheated many a man of
his life – the same was true
for Cheat Mountain log-
ging.

With the logging and
railroading history, the
developers of Snowshoe
naturally turned to these
memories when naming
things throughout the re-
sort.

Ballhooter
A man who rolls logs

down a hill to a skid road
or landing.

Choker
A loop of cable that is

used in skidding logs with
a steam skidder.

Crosscut
Typical big-toothed two-

man saw used to cut trees,
usually six feet long.

Cupp Run
A small stream named

for the family that owned
this valley years ago.

This trail plays host to
our annual Cupp Run
Challenge.

Dinkey
A small locomotive.

Gandy Dancer
A man who lays and

maintains railroad tracks.

Gangway
The inclined plane up

which is used to move the
logs from the millpond
into the mill.

Grab Hammer
Hammer with a pointed

end or ends used to knock
out grabs or couplers from
logs.

Hootenanny
A small device that is

used to hold a crosscut saw
while sawing a log from
the underside.

J Hook
A special type of grab or

coupler that’s used on
steep slopes. This type of
grab permits the skidding
teams to step aside (jay-
off), become disengaged,
and stand while the logs
continue down the slope.

Knot Bumper
A man who cuts limbs

from a felled tree using a
double-bit or poleax.

Leatherbark
A shrub, once common

along the creek of this
same name of the Cass
side of Cheat Mountain.

Powder Monkey
A dynamiter.

Skidder
A machine with winches

for skidding logs from the
stump to a landing beside
a railroad.

Spruce
1. Red Spruce is the

dominant evergreen tree
on the highest ridges in
West Virginia. Very com-
mon in the forests of East-
ern Canada.

2. Spruce is the name of
the now-abandoned pulp
mill town just north of
Snowshoe.

This trail plays host to
our annual Berming Man
competition.

Stemwinder
A Shay or other geared

railroad locomotive.

Tail Tree
In steam skidding, the

tree at the end of the skid
road to which the rigging
used in skidding logs at-
taches.

Widow Maker
A broken limb hanging

loose in the top of a tree.
Information courtesy of

Snowshoe Blog

Eddie's 
Service Center

• 24-Hour Wrecker Service • Tires
Batteries • Lock-outs • Auto Repair

• State Inspections  
21217 Seneca Trail, Edray (Rt. 219 North)

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
After hours, call 304-799-4405 

Robbie Ramsey, Owner/Operator 304-799-6651 812 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6699

Open Thursday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The
Cackling 
Hens LLC

RESALE AND CONSIGNMENT SHOP
& Residential Cleaning Service

“THINGS
YOU NEED,
CLOSE TO

HOME”

TRENT’S
GENERAL
STORES
Gas and Diesel,

Groceries, Snacks,
USDA              

Fresh Meats,   
Hardware, 
Plumbing           
Supplies,           

Hunting and         
Fishing Licenses

and Supplies

Two locations:
ARBOVALE

304-456-9906
BARTOW

304-456-3228

Snowshoe Slope name origins

Photo courtesy of Kurtis Schachner
This aerial photo shows the 20 ski slopes at Snowshoe Mountain Resort.
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Laura Dean Bennett

Staff Writer

The attractive mil-
lennial couple is
dressed in what

could have been modern
attire – a hundred years
ago. 

Their lifestyle also re-
flects a bygone age.

The house features
hand-crafted woodwork,
the décor augmented with
family heirlooms, hand-
me-downs and vintage
thrift store finds.

Meet Philippe Willis
and Vivian Blackwood,
who look as though they
stepped out of the pages

of Harper’s Weekly, one of
the most popular maga-
zines of the 19th century.

“I felt instantly at home
here,” Blackwood said.
“West Virginia is wild and
untamed, and that’s the
whole attraction for me.” 

The couple collects cu-
riosities, vintage pieces
and found items from na-
ture.

“Philippe is always com-
ing home from the forest,
bringing me some treas-
ure,” Blackwood said.
“And I love finding some-
thing old and forgotten
and cleaning it up and
giving it new life.

“We treasure old things.

We like to take the shabby
and make it look chic.

Blackwood is from
Auckland, New Zealand.

She was a painter who’d
been working as a public
school art teacher in New
York City and volunteer-
ing at the Guggenheim
and the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art when she met
Willis, a graphic designer
and illustrator from nor-
thern Virginia.

They discovered they
had a lot in common.

Both artists find their
inspiration in flora, fauna,
history and folklore.

They both enjoy out-
door adventures and
both, as it turned out,

See TABLE, page 17Pocahontas County Arts Council

Winter
Art Classes 

Oil Painting

Tuesdays at 2 and 6 p.m. 
Little Yellow House, Dunmore

Adult Pottery Classes

Saturdays at 1 p.m., 
Third Ave. Studio, Marlinton

An Artful Tarot Journal

Starting January 8. 
Location to be announced.

Mondays at 6 p.m.; 4-week session

Call 304-456-4600 or text 304-997-2153    
for more information or to register.

Across the
Kitchen Table

When Vivian Blackwood, a painter who specializes in portraiture, and Philippe
Willis, an illustrator and graphic designer, met, they discovered they had much
more than art in common. They both loved history and yearned for a life built
around old-fashioned traditions.
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yearned for a life in the
country. 

The decision to leave
the city behind for a new
way of life in the country
took them to Virginia. 

They moved into a
cabin close to Shenan-
doah National Park and
began exploring the out-
doors in the Shenandoah
Valley and the surround-
ing region.

Their outings included
caving trips and road trips
through Virginia and West
Virginia. It didn’t take
long for them to fall in
love with this part of the
world. 

And, as is so often the
case with many of our vis-
itors, it wasn’t long before
they decided to make Poc-
ahontas County their
home. 

“Not only is this a won-
derful place to create art,
but it’s the perfect place to
learn about herbal medi-
cine, gardening, canning,
growing our own food and
foraging for wild food,”
Blackwood said.

They bought a house
near Huntersville in
March 2021.

“I was doing illustration
and design for companies
from all over, but it wasn’t
long after we moved here
that I was working on
projects for local organi-
zations, too, such as the
Yew Mountain Center on
Droop Mountain, Shady
Grove Botanicals in Mill
Creek and On the Level
Farm in Hillsboro,” Willis
explained.

Many of his clients are
farmers, herbalists and
small hunting and fishing
companies. 

Willis designs logos and
event posters for fairs and
farmers markets. His illus-
trations can be purchased
in print form and on T-
shirts. 

He explained that his
inspiration comes from
the natural world, history,
hunting and Appalachian
folklore. 

Blackwood started her
artistic career at an early
age; she was painting and
selling pet portraits as a
teenager. And she is now a
professional portrait
artist.

“You could say I always

had a bit of hustle,” she
said with a chuckle. 

“I’ve always had to think
practically. I needed to
pay for college, and then
I had college loans to
repay,” she explained.

Her love of history and
figurative drawing and
painting have both found
expression here in Poca-
hontas County. 

“Part of being an artist

is really looking closely at
things,” she said. “My life
here is giving me the
space to focus on what’s
important and do good
work.”

Her work includes com-
missioned portraits and
giving old, sometimes
damaged, family photo-
graphs new life as paint-
ings. 

Although they’re mil-
lennials, they are not to-
tally tech-dependent. 

“We came along just be-
fore everyone in the world
went online. We were
some of the last teenagers
not to grow up with a cell
phone,” Blackwood ex-
plained.

Maybe that’s why they

feel it’s no bother living in
a place where not every-
one has cell service.

“I love that there’s no
cell phone service at our
house,” Willis beams.

They may not have cell
phones, but thankfully,
they have reliable Internet
service, which has enabled
their art-oriented careers
to thrive. 

“We’re grateful for it,”
Willis said. “Our art ca-
reers depend on it. It
means we can market our

See TABLE, page 18

TABLE from pg 16                    

Country River Cabins,  LLC     

Call 304-799-6948 for information and reservations

view online at countryrivercabins.com • countryrivercabins/facebook

Farm ~ Home
Auto

L. Jay Kniceley    
Insurance
SStop by our office!
818A Tenth Avenue

Marlinton

304-799-6243
For all your insurance

needs

Photos by Laura Dean Bennett
When not out in the woods honing his field skills, or working around on the
farm, Willis can most often be found at his desk creating lifelike illustrations of
local flora and fauna. 

THE PERFECT PLACE TO STAY…
When you want to get away. 

A charming VACATION RENTAL
located on a Civil War battlefield. 

Fully-furnished with all amenities: 
fully-equipped kitchen, AC,

washer/dryer, patio with table, chairs and grill.

BOOK NOW…at airbnb.com (Two night minimum)
yeagerhousewv.com  • 49 Old Pike Rd.,  Bartow, WV 24920

Phone: 312-636-8188 or 312-636-8189
YeagerHousespt@gmail.com                                        

ENJOY skiing, hiking, birding,
incredible starry skies, or just snuggling

in for a winter’s nap in the beautiful
Monongahela  National Forest.

A photographer’s delight!

YEAGER
HOUSE   



work to a world-wide au-
dience.” 

Whether Willis is in-
doors at his drawing
board, working around
the farm or honing his
field skills, his faithful
dog, Betty, is always at his
side. 

She’s a squirrel hunting
dog – an old Appalachian
breed perfectly suited for
country life. 

“I’m glad we chose Poc-
ahontas County,” Willis
said. “My main reason for
wanting to move here was
to learn more about hunt-
ing and trapping, and I
haven’t been disap-
pointed.” 

Willis’ uncle’s family
gave him his first intro-
duction to hunting, an av-
ocation which has pro-
vided the couple with a
constant source of pro-

tein. 
They are proud that this

past year they bought no
meat – only eating what
Philippe hunted or
trapped.

“Last year was the first
year that we managed to
eat only game meat –
venison, squirrel, beaver
and bear meat,” Willis
said. 

“Except for a few
sausages,” Vivian inter-

jected. “We did have to
buy a few sausages,” she
laughed. 

Willis particularly en-
joys hunting deer with his
muzzleloader, and he’s
developed an interest in
antique guns. 

As for fishing, Willis
said he does enjoy it, but
only occasionally. 

“I don’t fish much,” he

said.
“I have an old timer

friend from Virginia who
is teaching me about fly
fishing. He’s taken me
fishing for blue gills,
which is just about the
most relaxing way to
spend a summer after-
noon. 

“But I use most of my
time in the summer to
work on art and illustra-
tion, so that when winter
comes, I can focus on
squirrel hunting and trap-
ping.”

He’s also been trying

his hand at beaver trap-
ping with some success.

“I’m still a novice, with
a lot to learn.” 

Every animal that Willis
harvests is put to good
use, from the meat to the
fur and everything in be-
tween.

As time goes by, they are
finding more and more
uses for the “everything in
between.”

“Bear fat is good for so
much; it comes in handy
for lots of things around
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Caring for the health of the Highlands
120 Jackson River Road, Monterey, VA 24465

www.ourhmc.org

540-468-6400
HOURS OF OPERATION

Mon., Wed., Fri. ♦ 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tues., Thurs. ♦ 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

TOLL FREE: 844-468-6400
AFTER HOURS: 540-468-6400

FAX: 540-468-3301

PHARMACY: 540-468-6421
PHARMACY FAX: 540-468-3318

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon., Wed., Fri. ♦ 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tues., Thurs. ♦ 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Upscale fast food:
starters, subs, salads, burgers, pizza, more!

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/DINNER • DINE IN/TAKE OUT

WED. - SAT. 7 A.M. - 8 PM. • SUN. 9 A.M. - 8 P.M.
FROST INTERSECTION • 304-799-4765

Frost Location 
still open! 

Food, Grocery, 
Gifts, Arts

Dean’s Den
Marlinton

828 Second Avenue, at the corner of Ninth Street

304-799-4555

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.
Fresh, upscale menu - weekly specials posted on Facebook
Serving Lunch and Dinner - Take out welcome!

Appetizers   • Salads   • Soups   • Entreés     
Sandwiches   •Dessert

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett
Blackwood believes there’s a particular beauty about handmade things and old
things from the past. Here, she stands in her kitchen beside the couple’s col-
lection of dried medicinal herbs and little collectibles. 

Pocahontas County

CATHOLIC
CHURCHES

SCHEDULE
ST. JOHN NEUMANN
Rt. 39 • Marlinton

Sunday Mass
9 a.m.

ST. MARK THE 
EVANGELIST

Rt. 250 • Bartow
Sunday Mass
11:30 a.m. 

ST. BERNARD CHAPEL
Snowshoe

Saturday Mass
5:30 p.m. 

Rectory: 

304-799-6778



the house,” Vivian said. 
“We cook with it and we

use it to polish our boots. 
“I even use it as a condi-

tioner on my hair,” she
laughed.

Willis is fortunate to be
able to learn a lot of help-
ful skills from his mother.

“She’s an herbalist and
a gardener who makes
herbal medicines and
balms,” he explained.

“She’s teaching me
about foraging for food
and medicine and a lot
about gardening.

This is their second year
of gardening. Their first
year was very encourag-
ing. 

This year – not so much.
“Our first year of gar-

dening, Philippe grew
Cherokee White Eagle
dent corn.” Blackwood
said. “It’s an old variety
and rare these days,” 

“It was so beautiful- with
blue and white kernels.
We ate some and dried
the rest. It makes excellent
cornbread,” she added.

It also makes a lovely
addition to the autumnal
arrangement sitting in the
middle of their kitchen
table, a recent find from
The Cackling Hens shop
in Marlinton. 

As any experienced gar-
dener will tell you, gar-
dening is hard work. And
while it can be one of the
most fulfilling pursuits, it
can also be quite frustrat-
ing.

This year their corn
crop failed.

But, as she points out
with pride, Blackwood’s
herb garden has done
very well, and she’s taking
steps to ensure its survival
during the winter months
ahead.

To ensure their own sur-
vival, the couple relies on
an old wood stove. 

“We heat the house with
the wood stove during the
winter, and I absolutely
love it,” Blackwood insists.

“It’s one of the best things
about winter.”

She and Willis credit
their Pocahontas friends
and neighbors with help-
ing them with advice
about all of the skills they
want to acquire. 

“Everyone here has
been so generous and sup-
portive,” Blackwood said.

She is looking forward
to continuing her paint-
ing and to doing some art
education, maybe in the
public school system. 

Willis is expanding his
illustration and design
business. 

The couple is planning
a 2024 wedding, and al-
though they don’t yet
have a precise date or
place in mind for the cer-
emony, there are no wor-
ries about an engagement
ring – it literally came to
them out of the blue. 

Blackwood extended
her left hand, proudly dis-
playing the garnet set in
an elegantly simple gold
band. 

“Some caving friends
had told us about the
Sinks of Gandy. We were
exploring the cave when
Philippe looked down and

noticed something on the
ground,” Blackwood re-
called.

He said, ‘What’s this?’
and picked up this beauti-
ful ring,” Blackwood said. 

“I always said when the
time came, I wouldn’t
want a diamond ring, I’d
want something more
unique. And there it was,
so perfect for me.”

The couple was invited
to participate in Hunters-
ville Traditions Day this
past fall.
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RIER EXPRESS & NEW TGREENB

Beginning Mid-Janu
ain RidrTrWinter T

YER  T FLARGYGTY

.yuar
des!

Vivian Blackwood and Philippe Willis dressed to the
nines at Huntersville Traditions Days this year.



Blackwood demon-
strated portrait painting,
and Willis discussed trap-
ping and displayed some
of his furs. 

“It was a real privilege
for us to take part in that
special community event,”
Blackwood recalled. 

Willis and Blackwood
hosted two students from
Denmark for Thanksgiv-
ing, treating them to a
meal neither will likely

ever forget. 
It was truly an old-fash-

ioned Appalachian-style
feast. 

Raccoon sliders and
bear chili.

A neighbor told Willis
about cooking raccoon.

“It needs to be cooked
for hours, boiled three
times, draining the water
each time,” he said.

“We made raccoon slid-
ers, tucking the meat into
homemade, Danish-style
muffins which our guests had brought,” he contin-

ued. 
“We served the sliders

with homemade barbecue
sauce, homemade fer-
mented pickles and a side
of bear chili.”

And, of course, the meal
was complemented with
homemade wine.

“I believe it was Mark
Twain who, when asked
what he missed most while
traveling abroad, said that
he most missed raccoon
meat,” Willis joked.

“We didn’t find out until
after Thanksgiving that
raccoon was long a tradi-
tional part of many rural
Thanksgiving feasts. 

“In 1926 President
Calvin Coolidge ‘par-
doned’ a raccoon destined
for Thanksgiving dinner
at the White House,”
Blackwood added.
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The Bear’s Den
10811  Potomac Highlands Trail 

(Rt. 28/92) Boyer

Call for restaurant reservations and take-out

681-206-7973
Mon. - Thurs. 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Sun. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Store and gas pumps open seven days a week

CONVENIENCE STORE • GAS
LOTTERY • KENO • GAME ROOM • COLD BEER

FAMILY-STYLE RESTAURANT

• ATM • Gas, diesel, off-road and non-ethanol fuels
•Beer, wine, snacks •Organics and gluten-free options
Groceries, local and regional meats and farm eggs

•Tinctures and High Quality CBD products 
•Souvenirs • Live Bait

Open Tues. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m

304-653-4111

Serving Breakfast and Lunch!

8905 Seneca Trail       
(Rt. 219) Hillsboro
304-653-4689

Open seven days a week

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps

Photo by Laura Dean 

Bennett

Blackwood and Willis
enjoy not only living
much as they might have
in the 19th century, but
also wearing clothing
from that era. The hand-
some couple was invited
to participate in Hun-
tersville Traditions Day
this past October, where
she demonstrated por-
trait painting and he dis-
cussed hunting and fur
trapping.



“We were historically ac-
curate and didn’t even
know it,”  she laughed.

“We want to be part of
the community and are
learning whatever we can
from our friends and
neighbors.” 

With everything else
they are learning about
homesteading, just about
the only skill they haven’t
yet taken on is canning,
but don’t worry, the cou-
ple assured me that’s defi-

nitely next on the list.
Philippe Willis can be

reached at ournuminous
nature.bigcartel.com and

Vivian Blackwood may be
contacted at www.vivian
blackwood.com/commis
sions
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REAL ESTATE SERVICE IN POCAHONTAS AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES

TOM JOHNSON
BROKER 304-645-1242

174 NORTHRIDEGE  DRIVE, LEWISBURG, WV 24901
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

LANDWV.COM

View our weekly specials, download coupons, recipes and more online.

Stock up before you
reach the mountain!

• Quality meats 
• Deli/Bakery 
• Groceries 

• Specialty Trays 
• Pizzas, Hot Subs 

• Frozen Treats
POCAHONTAS  

Rt. 219 • Marlinton 
304-799-6667 pocahontas.iga.com

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Call ahead
for to-go  

and  special
orders!

We make your
weekend

deliciously easy!

SSAVE THE DATES!
June 22-23, 2024

THE 250th

ANNIVERSARY
OF FORT
WARWICK

1774 - 1783
in Green Bank

Enjoy 
Archaeology

18th Century Music
Re-enactors

Artisans
Learn more at 

facebook/fortwarwick
or email fortwarwick@gmail.com

MR. PAINTER
Residential and Commercial  Painting

Billy Dunz, Owner/Operator  WV048559
Over 25 Years’ Experience

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power Washing • Epoxy Garage Flooring

Phone 304-799-7152
Cell 304-618-9420
mrpainter25@frontier.com

Find Compass online at pocahontastimes.com
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NOVEMBER 22NOVEMBER 22 
Snowshoe Opening Day Snowshoe Opening Day  
(weather permitting)

DECEMBER 10DECEMBER 10 
West Virginia  West Virginia  
Ski Free DaySki Free Day

DECEMBER 15DECEMBER 15 
Silver Creek  Silver Creek  
Opening Day  Opening Day  
(weather permitting) 

DECEMBER 24DECEMBER 24 
Village Christmas  Village Christmas  
CelebrationCelebration

DECEMBER DECEMBER 23 -  - 31 
Holiday CelebrationsHoliday Celebrations

DECEMBER 31DECEMBER 31 
New Year’s Eve PartiesNew Year’s Eve Parties

FEBRUARY 5FEBRUARY 5 
Cupp Run ChallengeCupp Run Challenge

FEBRUARY 10 FEBRUARY 10 
Uphill Thang & Uphill Thang & 
Randonnée RaceRandonnée Race

FEBRUARY 23 FEBRUARY 23 
Boardercross & Boardercross & 
Skiercross CampSkiercross Camp

FEBRUARY 24 - 25 FEBRUARY 24 - 25 
USASA Boardercross  USASA Boardercross  
& Skiercross& Skiercross

MARCH 2 - 3 MARCH 2 - 3 
Banked Slalom RaceBanked Slalom Race

MARCH 8 - 10MARCH 8 - 10 
Snowshoe  Snowshoe  
Pride WeekendPride Weekend 

MARCH 15 - 16MARCH 15 - 16 
College Weekend College Weekend 
& Pond Skim & Pond Skim 

MARCH 17MARCH 17 
West Virginia  West Virginia  
Ski Free Day Ski Free Day 

MARCH 31 MARCH 31 
Closing Day Closing Day  
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