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The West Virginia 
State Fair is always 
an exciting time. So 

many things to see and do – 
carnival rides, carnival food, 
exhibits and live music. Then 
there’s all the competitions. 
The livestock show, the FFA 
exhibits and the 4-H ex-
hibits. 

4-Hers of all ages – from 
Cloverbuds to college stu-
dents – enter projects in the 
hope of at least getting a blue 
ribbon for their efforts. 

This year, two Pocahontas 
County 4-Hers received the 
illusive purple ribbon – Best 

in Show.  
Twelve projects at the fair 

received Best in Show hon-
ors and included those by 11-
year-old Mia Valach and 
10-year-old Kylor Brock. 

Valach made five brace-
lets, four of which were sym-
bols of the four Hs – heart, 
head, hands and health and 
the fifth with matching 
beads, a four-leaf clover. 

Although she has been in 
4-H since she was a Clover-
bud, Valach realized she had 

never entered a project at 
state fair. 

“I thought it would be 
good to have competed as a 
4-H member, so that’s one of 
the main reasons that I did 
it,” she said. “I thought it 
would be unique to learn 
about the state and 4-H, too.” 

This was also Brock’s first 
time competing, and only his 
second year in 4-H. 

Two county 4-Hers win 
Best in Show at State Fair

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Four of the five 
members of the 
P o c a h o n t a s  

County Board of Education 
were present at the August 
13 meeting to handle the 
rather large agenda. While 
it is not unusual for a board 
member to miss a meeting, 
board president Emery 
Grimes explained at the 
end of the meeting that 
board vice-president Becky 
Campbell resigned from 
her position due to health 
issues. 

The board shared its con-
cern for Campbell, and said 
they will miss her as a 
member. Grimes then led a 
discussion about finding 
someone to fill the vacancy 
until the next election. The 
board is now seeking an in-
dividual from the Northern 
or Central district to serve 
on the board as an interim 
member. That member will 
serve until the end of the 
canvass of the November 5 
election results. 

The board will have a 
special meeting Thursday, 
August 29, to interview ap-
plicants and will appoint a 
new board member at that 
time.  

The unexpired seat will 
be placed on the November 
ballot in the general elec-
tion. 

In her update, superin-
tendent Lynne Bostic said 
that a contingency of three 
from the West Virginia De-
partment of Education vis-
ited last week to meet with 
departments heads and ad-
ministrators at Pocahontas 
County High School. 
Bostic and directors Julie 
Shiflet and Kristy Tritapoe 
also attended. 

Derek Lambert, manager 
of secondary support; Lau-
ren Laundry, coordinator of 
secondary support; and 
Veronica Barron, coordina-
tor of Career and Technical 
Education; were at the high 
school to go over the newly 
revised Policy 2510 which 
outlines what courses are 
required for students to 
graduate. 

This meeting was prom-
pted by action taken last 
year which unveiled that 
several classes offered at 
PCHS were no longer re-
quired in the policy, which 

meant students were not 
getting credit toward their 
degree. 

“They will be supporting 
us quite a bit this year as 
we try to turn the ship 
around,” Bostic said. “We 
have some work to do, we 
know it. We had some dis-
cussions. Just because we 
did something back in 2017 
and had it approved doesn’t 
mean that it’s still appropri-
ate in 2024, so we have 
some work to do, but we’re 
together and are moving 
forward.” 

Bostic also shared an up-
date from maintenance di-
rector Duane Gibson who 
could not attend the meet-
ing. In the report, Bostic 
said work continues on 
demolition of the old board 
office in Marlinton. There 
was a delay due to the dis-
covery of more asbestos 
which had to be handled 
with care. 

There was also extra care 
taken to ensure no rubble 
from the building will fall 
toward Marlinton Elemen-
tary School and the play-
ground. 

Bostic added that the 
board office is working 
with Pocahontas County 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 
and the Local Emergency 
Management Council for 
continued and improved 
safety and security. During 
the brainstorming session, 
Bostic said there was dis-
cussion about installing 
emergency phones at 
PCHS and emergency gen-
erators at four of the five 
schools. 

Marlinton Middle School 
already has an emergency 
generator because it is a 
safe location for the com-
munity during flooding or 
other disasters. 

Bostic yielded the floor 
to director of special edu-
cation and preschool Kristy 
Tritapoe who gave a report 
with some good and bad 
news. 

First she gave a “shout 
out” to the special educa-
tion teachers at PCHS for 
completing their follow up 
surveys with students who 
had IEPs. They keep track 
of these students to see how 
they are doing post gradua-
tion.  

BOE begins 
search to fill 
vacant seat

John Dean 
Contributing Writer 

 

A pickle-themed recep-
tion will announce 
the grand opening of 

Watoga State Park’s re-
vamped and reconstructed 
game courts Saturday, Au-
gust 31, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
the Activities Center. 

In addition to pickleball, 
other games and activities 
have been redesigned, in-
stalled and ready for use, in-
cluding volleyball, basket- 
ball, shuffleboard, Four 
Square and disc golf. West 
Virginia native and five-time 
world champion Johnny Sias 

designed Watoga’s disc golf 
course.  

The Labor Day weekend 
reception will feature appe-
tizers of dill pickles, cheese, 
crackers, refreshments and 
more. Park employees and 
foundation volunteers will be 

available to answer your 
questions. All game courts 
will be open. For the last few 
weeks, during the park’s 
“soft” opening of the activi-
ties area, interest has been 
led by pickleball court in-
quiries, but shuffleboard 

players also had questions 
and their participant levels 
rivaled those of pickleball 
enthusiasts.  

It is $10 per hour to rent 
pickleball equipment. Pric-
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Attention Farmers: Annual Farm Reports must be received in 
the Pocahontas County Assessor’s Office by September 1. 
Failure to file on time will result in an increase in the property 
tax on your farmland. 

$100

THE NEWLY RECONSTRUCTED and revamped game courts at Watoga State 
Park now offer pickleball, basketball, shuffleboard and more. John Dean photo

PROJECTS BY POCAHONTAS County 4-Hers Mia 
Valach, above, and Kylor Brock, at left, were on display 
at the West Virginia State Fair and came home with the 
honor of Best in Show. Photos courtesy of WVU Extension 
Service

see 4-Hers pg 10

see Dill pg 5 see BOE pg 9



West Virginia  
Press Association  

 

West Virginia marks 
a significant mile-
stone in its digital 

title journey with the nation-
wide rollout of the country’s 
first Digital Vehicle Title 
program. Setting a new stan-
dard in electronic titling sys-
tems, West Virginia’s Digital 
Title is not only digital but 
also fully transactable, mark-
ing a distinctive advance-
ment that will revolutionize 
the industry. 

 Fully transactable Digital 
Titles allow dealers and fleet 
operators to better manage 
inventory and eliminate the 
need for laborious, manual 
matching of titles with vehi-
cles on the lot or in their sys-
tems. Digital Titles create 
real-time updates that ensure 
the system of record is con-
tinually kept current. Any 
time an attribute of the title 
changes – a lien is filed, a 
brand is added, a new owner 
is listed – the Digital Title is 
immediately updated in the 
state’s system of record. 

 The West Virginia Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) has been working 
with Champ Titles, Inc., a 
leading provider of digital 
vehicle title, registration, and 
lien systems of record, and 
Tyler Technologies Inc., 
(NYSE: TYL) a leading 
public sector software and 
services provider, to take a 
revolutionary approach to 
modernizing the infrastruc-
ture of its statewide motor 
vehicle system. Launched in 
2021, West Virginia’s Digi-
tal Title and Registration 
Suite (“DTRS”) is a compre-
hensive vehicle title admin-
istration solution to manage 
titles, registrations, liens, and 
dealer licensing. 

 “We are incredibly appre-
ciative of the longstanding 
public-private partnership 
with the State of West Vir-
ginia and the DMV,” said Ian 
McQuinn, General Manager 
for Tyler Technologies West 
Virginia.   “We’ve worked 
closely with the DMV since 
2007 to help modernize their 
services, and the launch of 
the Digital Title represents a 
major culmination of those 
efforts.”  

“We are so pleased to have 
such a bold and forward-
thinking partner in the West 
Virginia DMV. The state’s 
constituent-first approach to 
upgrading infrastructure 
continues today with the 
Digital Title. This technol-
ogy will be a gamechanger 
for the country, realizing the 
digital efficiency that Champ 

Titles set out to achieve 
when it was founded,” said 
Shane Bigelow, Chief Exec-
utive Officer. 

 The printed version of the 
West Virginia Digital Title is 
listed in the most current 
version of the J.D Power 
Title and Registration Text-
book. State DMV Commis-
sioner Everett Frazier said, 
“This is a modern and secure 
approach to titling, but we 
realized that not every juris-
diction would be immedi-
ately comfortable using a 
digital title, so we created the 
printed version of the West 
Virginia Digital Title. Any-
one with a Digital Title from 
West Virginia can print a 
copy of it any time they 
want. It is a legal, trans-
actable physical representa-
tion of the West Virginia 
Digital Title, and verifiable 
by checking NMVTIS or 
West Virginia’s own verifi-
cation portal which can be 
found on the West Virginia 
DMV website.”  

The printed version of the 
West Virginia Digital Title is 
a paper representation of the 
Digital Title, akin to a mo-
bile boarding pass, providing 

a legal, transactable physical 
alternative. Just as boarding 
credentials can be presented 
using a mobile device, a 
Digital Title can be pre-
sented in the same way. But, 
if a physical copy is pre-
ferred, the printed version of 
the WV Digital Title exists 
for just that scenario. 

 Titles involved in transac-
tions outside West Virginia 
using either the Digital Title 
or the printed version can be 
easily authenticated using 
West Virginia’s verification 
portal, ensuring security, 
useability, and reliability.  

The next phase aims to en-
courage jurisdictions nation-
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The following hearings 
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court 
before the Honorable Robert 
E. Richardson and Jennifer 
P. Dent: 

A status hearing was held 
in the case the State vs Tony 
Garretson, 53, of Marlinton, 
wherein the trial set for Sep-
tember will be continued. 
Both judges in the 11th Cir-
cuit have contested abuse/ 
neglect matters set which 
take precedence over a trial. 
There are also medical issues 
with both parties in this case. 
The matter is set for Novem-
ber 18. Garretson was in-
dicted on two counts, driving 
in a controlled substance 
(Methamphetamine) im-
paired state proximately 
causing death of any person; 
two counts, negligent homi-
cide; one count, petit lar-

ceny. 
A plea agreement has been 

reached, but not reduced to 
writing, in the case the State 
vs Justin R. Arbogast, 36, of 
Valley Head. The trial, 
which was set for August 22, 
has been continued. 

A plea agreement has been 
reached, but not reduced to 
writing, in the case the State 
vs Ashely Welch, 32, of 
Monterville. The trial, which 
was set for August 22, has 
been continued.

Monongahela Na-
tional Forest will 
begin selling gin-

seng permits for the 2024 
harvest season Monday, Au-
gust 26. In addition to fol-
lowing all state laws, a 
Forest Service permit is re-
quired to dig ginseng on Na-
tional Forest System lands.  

You can purchase a permit 
at the ranger stations in Par-
sons, Petersburg, Richwood, 
Bartow, Marlinton or White 
Sulphur Springs, or the Su-
pervisor’s Office in Elkins, 
Monday to Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monongahela National 

Forest ginseng permits cost 
$20 each. A separate permit 
is required for each district 
on the Forest. This year, you 
may only buy one permit per 
district at a time. Each per-
mit allows you to collect up 
to 95 plants from one ranger 
district during the West Vir-
ginia ginseng season, Sep-
tember 1 through November 
30. You can purchase an ad-
ditional permit for the same 
district after you return each 
completed permit, as sup-
plies allow. 

Ginseng plants must have 
three or more prongs and 
have produced fruit this year 
to be legal for harvest. When 

harvesting, plant the fruit on-
site and then keep the rest of 
the plant intact. Harvest no 
more than 24 plants per day 
and have no more than 24 
plants in your possession 
while on national forest land. 

For more information 
about state laws concerning 
ginseng harvest, refer 
to https://wvforestry.com/la
ws-regulations/ginseng/ 

For more information 
about Monongahela Na-
tional Forest ginseng per-
mits, visit https://www.fs. 
usda.gov/detail/mnf/passes-
permits/forestproducts/?cid=
FSEPRD597459 
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West Virginia Digital Title 
program – first in the nation

Permits available for the 2024  
Ginseng Season on the Monongahela

Circuit Court

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

   Daily specials posted on Facebook

Daily Specials 
August 22-28

THURSDAY: Super-stuffed             
baked potato.  

FRIDAY: Spicy Thai peanut            
stir fry. 

SATURDAY: Honey-garlic ribs, 
macaroni and cheese, coleslaw 

and roll. 

SUNDAY: Chef’s Choice. 

 

MONDAY: Chef’s Choice.  

TUESDAY: Shrimp burrito, chips 
and salsa. 

WEDNESDAY: Chef’s Choice. 

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

Closed until           
August 29  

 
7847 Seneca Trail      

Hillsboro 
304-653-2646

NOW HIRING!  
Experienced kitchen       

and front-of-house staff. 

Email 

hillsboropub@gmail.com 

for an application. 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Located behind State Farm Insurance/Second Avenue

Call for 

specials, 

304-799-4888

or visit our

Facebook page.

Open Monday - Friday • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Home-cooked food   
from scratch  

304-799-2240 

DINE IN / CARRY OUT 
Open Fri. and Sat. 4 - 7 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Closed Labor Day Weekend - Aug. 30, 31 and Sept. 1 
View menu on Facebook 

3756 Jerico Road, Marlinton  
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road 

Rt. 39, Marlinton
Reserve your table and order 

your meal in advance.  
Call by 1 p.m. the day of 

your choice:  
304-799-5471.  

locusthillwv.com

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin  
& Restaurant

RESTAURANT  
NOW OPEN FOR       
PUBLIC DINING              

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK               
5 - 8 p.m. 

By Advance Reservation 
only - Sorry, no  

walk-ins, please.
View menu online at 

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER 
 Thursday, August 22, 

at Marlinton   
Presbyterian Church  

Barbecue sandwich, coleslaw, chips and 
dessert.  Come, have a sit-down dinner 

and visit with your neighbors! 
Served 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

      Sponsored by area churches and community volunteers.

Cowboy’s  
Fresh Produce 

Every Saturday      
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Seneca Trail Physical Therapy                   

Parking Lot at the bridge in Marlinton. 
 

 

TAKING ORDERS FOR PEACHES AND               
CANNING TOMATOES. WE’VE GOT APPLES! 

“Keep your family fed with fresh produce.”

Check our Facebook  
page for weekly specials.  304-646-4493 

Greenbrier, Monroe 
and Pocahontas 
counties are accept-

ing applications for their 
Conservation Easement 
programs. 

The Farmland Protection 
Boards are accepting appli-
cations for the FY25 fund-
ing cycle.  Selections will 
be based on ranking criteria 
within each county, and 
then across the state.  Selec-
tions are based on available 
funding within each county.   

Applications must be re-
ceived by September 20, 

2024, to be considered for 
the FY25 funding cycle.  
Applications can be ob-
tained from your local 
NRCS office and via e-
mail:  amy@saddlebackser 
vices.org  

Please mail the com-
pleted application and sup-
porting documents to 
Farmland Protection, PO 
Box 574, Union, WV  
24983.  You may also return 
your application via email 
to amy@saddlebackser 
vices. org  

 If you would like an ap-
plication mailed to you or if 

you would like to schedule 
a meeting to review the ap-
plication and learn more 
about the program, please 
contact Amy Moloney, Ex-
ecutive Director, at 304-
667-4877.

A coalition represent-
ing the Internal Rev-
enue Service, state 

tax agencies and the spec-
trum of the nation’s tax in-
dustry has announced a new 
joint effort to combat the 
growth of scams and 
schemes threatening taxpay-
ers and tax systems. 

The new combined effort 
follows a variety of in-
creased scams and schemes 
that intensified during the 
past filing season that aimed 
to exploit vulnerable taxpay-
ers while enriching fraud-
sters and promoters. 

Convened at the request of 
IRS Commissioner Danny 
Werfel, the coalition of fed-
eral and state tax agencies 
along with software and fi-
nancial companies as well as 
key national tax professional 
associations agreed to a 
three-pronged approach. 
They will work to expand 
outreach and education 
about emerging scams, de-
velop new approaches to 
identify potentially fraudu-
lent returns at the point of 
filing and create infrastruc-
ture improvements to protect 
taxpayers as well as federal, 
state and industry tax sys-
tems. 

The new task force will be 
called the Coalition Against 
Scam and Scheme Threats 
(CASST). 

The new coalition is an 
outgrowth of the Security 
Summit effort, and while the 
new collaborative effort will 
not replace the Summit, the 
scams coalition will be 
closely modeled on the Sum-
mit. The Security Summit 
was launched in 2015 by the 
same groups to stem the 
growth in tax-related identity 
theft. The combined effort 
improved information shar-
ing between the groups, 
identified common ap-
proaches to combat tax-re-
lated identity theft, improved 
internal tax system defenses 
and conducted extensive 
public awareness campaigns 
for taxpayers and tax profes-
sionals. While tax-related 
identity theft remains a con-
cern, the improved protec-
tions have protected millions 
of taxpayers and prevented 
billions of dollars of fraudu-
lent payments.  

For this new project tar-
geting scams, the CASST 
task force has agreed to 
high-level principles. The 
purpose of the group will be 
to better protect taxpayers 
from falling prey to un-

scrupulous actors by lever-
aging multilateral relation- 
ships across the tax ecosys-
tem to minimize the filing of 
fraudulent tax returns. 

During the past tax season, 
there has been increased ac-
tivity involving a variety of 
scams and schemes harming 
taxpayers, including the Fuel 
Tax Credit, household em-
ployment taxes and the Sick 
and Family Leave Credit. 
The IRS has seen hundreds 
of thousands of dubious 
claims come in where it ap-
pears taxpayers are claiming 
credits for which they are not 
eligible, leading to refunds 
being delayed and the need 
for taxpayers to show they 
have legitimate documenta-
tion to support these claims. 

Numerous other scams 
and schemes continue to be 
seen circulating on  social 
media  and are highlighted 
through efforts including the 
annual IRS Dirty Dozen list 
and alerts from the Security 
Summit partners. The new 
approach will increase col-
laborative efforts to raise 
awareness and education 
about schemes, not just dur-
ing tax season but through-
out the year. 

Farmland Protection Boards 
accepting applications

IRS, states, tax industry 
announce new joint  
effort to combat growing 
scams and schemes

see IRS pg 10

see Title pg 10



Kellyn Cassell 
 

Sure, we all know it – but 
do they?   

As locals, it can often be 
easy to find the flaws with 
living in the rural West Vir-
ginia mountains. Spotty cell 
service, windy roads, shop-
ping trips that take fore-
thought and planning, and 
bone chilling winters. As a 
kid growing up in Pocahon-
tas County, I looked forward 
to the days when I could 
leave the small-town life be-
hind and see the world. And 
while I did move away and 
now call North Carolina my 
home, I have come to realize 
that certain aspects of Poca-
hontas County are not repli-
cated anywhere else in the 
world. Perhaps it took dis-
tance, maturity, and perspec-
tive, but I now see that the 
extraordinary awe-inspiring 
surroundings of Pocahontas 
County are unmatched. With 
its endless natural beauty, it 
is a place that awaits when-
ever your soul may need to 
reconnect with nature. No 
matter who you are or where 
you come from, it calls to 

you. It welcomes you. 
While the scenery may be 

what reels you in, it is        
the people of Pocahontas 
County who really make you 
see just how charming and 
special a place it is. Most 
people I talk to about my 
hometown have never vis-
ited Pocahontas County—
most likely couldn’t even 
find it on a map. But there is 
a unique sense of pride that 
comes with growing up in a 
place like it, and it is appar-
ent any time you chat with a 
friendly local. We are proud 
to share our hometown with 
others whenever given the 
chance because we know 
just how much of a special 
hidden gem it is – one of 
West Virginia’s best kept se-
crets. A secret worth sharing. 
  That’s exactly what I 
wanted to do seven years ago 
when I started the Greenbrier 
River Trail Marathon, which 
may also be one of the best 
kept secrets.   I wanted to 
bring friends back to where I 
grew up and show it off.   I 
wanted them to be able to 
experience the nature, the 
quiet, the beauty, and the 

feeling of our hometown.   
What better way to do so, 
than to run through 26.2 
miles of it. And, apparently, 
hundreds of people each year 
agree.   Since 2017, people 
from all over the United 
States have traveled to Poca-
hontas County to run our 
marathon and half marathon, 
and hundreds more are going 
to do so again this October.   

Some come to get closer 
to their 50-state marathon 
quest, some come searching 
for a fast time on our 
USATF-certified (Boston 
qualifying) flat course.  Oth-
ers come to achieve a bucket 
list goal or simply because 
they like running and appre-
ciate the sound of the train 
whistle that sounds to start 
our race at 8 a.m. on Sunday 
morning.   While they all 
boast about the beauty of the 
trail, what they talk about 
even more are our wonderful 
volunteers – those friends 
and neighbors of yours that 
stand along the course for 
hours and hand out water or 
lend a hand and cheer on 
“those crazy runners.”  In the 
marathon community, we 

may not yet be a very well-
known race, but we like to 
think of ourselves, not unlike 
our Pocahontas County 
home, as a wonderfully kept 
secret that we want to share.   

We, as a race, try to give 
back to the volunteer groups 
by having a “Best Water 
Stop” competition, where 
the runners vote and the top 
three water stop groups split 
a $500 pot – a nice 
fundraiser for a couple of 
hours of work. This year, 
maybe more than ever, we 
need help from our commu-
nity.  So if you, your friends, 
or your group want to come 
out and volunteer on Sunday, 
October 6, please reach out 
to us at grtmarathon@gmail. 
com or volunteer through 
our website www.grtmara 
thon.com or at RunSignUp.   

If you can’t volunteer or 
take on the challenge and run 
yourself, please still mark 
your calendars – even if it’s 
just to avoid the crowd – or 
come out and cheer on these 
runners, who have traveled 
from near and far to experi-
ence our wild and wonderful 
hometown.

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Every dog owner thinks 
their dog is awesome, 
but Donna Dombek 

knows for sure that her dog, 
Ellie, is amazing. 

That’s because Ellie is a 
certified therapy dog and has 
earned the highest level pos-
sible with the American 
Kennel Club –  Elite Per-
former – as a trick dog. 

Last week, Dombek and 
Ellie visited Linwood Com-
munity Library and Durbin 
Community Library for a 
special reading hour where 
they, well Dombek, read a 
couple of dog-related books 
to the crowd and answered 
questions, while Ellie per-
formed a few tricks. 

When it comes to the 
tricks Ellie has learned, 
Dombek said it sometimes 
takes her longer to figure out 
how to teach them than it 
does for Ellie to actually 
learn them. She has quite a 
few tricks up her doggy 
sleeve – from the easy sit, 
stay and roll over to the more 
complex tricks that actually 
include several smaller 
tricks, such as fetch and 
dunk the basketball. 

“The simpler ones, I’d 
show her once or twice and 
she’d have it,” Dombek said. 
“She’s pretty amazing.” 

Ellie’s life didn’t begin 
amazing though. She was 
born at the home of a beagle 
breeder who relinquished her 

litter to a rescue in Kentucky. 
She was taken to New York 
by Empire Animal Rescue 
Society, or EARS, and that’s 
where Dombek met her and 
adopted her. 

“She has been in school 
since I got her at about age 

fourteen weeks,” Dombek 
said. “She tested to be a ther-
apy dog at about eighteen 
months and we went through 
a lot of training.” 

Pocahontas County – best kept secret

The Amazing Ellie visits local libraries

August 31 and Sept. 1 • 10 a.m - 4 p.m. daily 
Watoga State Park – Bush Settlement area,              

near the old horse stables

Live Music 

SATURDAY 

11 a.m. ~ Mudhole Control 
2 p.m.~ Shawn Owen 

SUNDAY 

11 a.m. ~ Nate Seldomridge 
2 p.m. ~ Richard Hefner and  

Black Mountain Bluegrass Boys 

Art Activities and Demonstrations 
Woodturning ~ Mixed Media ~ Blacksmithing ~ Forest Bathing 

Sidewalk Art ~ Bubble Art ~ Alcohol Marker Art ~ Flower Pounding 

Live Music, Tasty Food 

Art Workshops,  

Handmade Artisan 

Vendors!

see Ellie pg 11
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We recently wrap-
ped up our fiscal 
year at Pocahon-

tas County Libraries and 
Visitor Information Centers. 
That’s a time when we like 
to take stock of how our pa-
trons used our libraries. 

The short answer is that 
you used it a lot. 

We had a total of 38,530 
visits across our five li-
braries. Just a little under 
two in five of those visits 
happened at McClintic, with 
the remaining spread fairly 
evenly across the remaining 
four branches. 

Around 2,500 of those pa-
trons were visitors—people 
from outside Pocahontas 
County stopping by for in-
formation. The Durbin 
branch is especially popular 
with visitors, with tourists 
accounting for about 30% of 
its total attendance. 

You all really like to read. 
Patrons checked out 73,120 
print items over the course 
of the year. Pocahontas 
County library patrons also 
read 4,313 e-books and 
1,568 e-magazines through 
Libby. That works out to 
about 10 books or magazines 
for every county resident. 

But reading wasn’t the 
only thing people were 
doing at libraries this year. 
Our computers and Wi-Fi 
were used more than 11,000 
times. We hosted 433 meet-
ings. And programs across 
the different libraries drew 

more than 8,000 people. 
That last figure includes our 
summer reading program. 
This year, several branches 
hosted twice as many sum-
mer readers as last year! 

We are also quite fortunate 
to have a lot of people in our 
area who actively work to 
make our libraries a little 
nicer. All told, residents vol-
unteered 333 hours of their 
time to help with things like 
spring cleaning, caring for 
the landscaping around our 
buildings and helping with 
book sales.  

Many more of you have 
donated reading materials, 
food and toiletries to distrib-
ute to those who find them-
selves in a tight spot, and 
money that helps keep our 
staff paid and the lights on. 

In the coming weeks, 
we’ll talk about how we 
make use of all this data—
beginning next week with a 
discussion of how our librar-
ians decide what materials to 
order. 

In the meantime, thank 
you all for visiting us over 
the past year. You are—quite 
literally—the reason we 
exist. We look forward to 
serving even more of you in 
the coming year! 

And, as always, if you 
have suggestions about 
things we could be doing, 
feel free to drop me a line at 
joe@pocahontaslibrary.org 
or stop by any of our 
branches and chat with your 
local librarian.

THE AMAZING ELLIE, a beagle mix, sits with her owner, Donna Dombek, as she 
reads a book to a group gathered at the Durbin Community Library last Friday. Ellie 
is considered amazing because she is an elite trick dog and therapy dog. She knows 
how to performs more than 50 tricks and is attuned to the emotional needs of hu-
mans. S. Stewart photo

Barbara Elliott 
 

You might say that 
Chris Curry and 
Joe Miller are two 

nice guys in search of their 
inner good fellas. The pair 
are having a blast preparing 
for their roles as gangsters 
in the upcoming Pocahon-
tas Drama Workshop pro-
duction of Breaking Legs. 

Breaking Legs is Tom 
Dulack’s comedy about a 
desperate playwright who 
seeks funding for his next 
production from some very 
questionable characters. 

This is not Curry’s first 
appearance in a Drama 

Workshop production. He 
played what he describes as 
a “low level henchman” in 
Sherlock Homes, and also 
had a role in one of the pro-
ductions in the festival of 
short plays a few years 
back. In addition to those 
roles, he has been an extra 
in several movies, includ-
ing the scene in Dark 
Knight Rises when the foot-
ball stadium blows up. 

“I love movies, and it 
was fun to get a peek be-
hind the scenes,” Curry 
said. “It was a really cool 
experience.” 

1. What southern politician was shot and paralyzed by 
Arthur Bremer on May 15, 1972? 

2. What was explorer Ponce de Leon’s first name? 
3. Who became the first person to become a billionaire by 

writing books? 
4. Who created the character Hercule Poirot?

Henry VIII… 
Sure had trouble… 
Short term wives… 
Long term stubble. 

Substitutes… 
Are like a girdle… 
They find some jobs… 
They just can’t hurdle.

TRIVIA – a little 

something to think about
Courtesy of Chuck Cornell

  
 

     oCourtesy off the Ruth

  
 

     

A Blastfromthe Past
h Friel Estate

Library Lines
by Joe Miller, 

Director of Development

CHRIS CURRY PUTS the squeeze on Joe Miller 
during a rehearsal for “Breaking Legs.” Photo by Pat 
Arnow

In search of their 
inner good fellas

see Search pg 10



PUBLIC NOTICE  
Farmers Markets: Green 

Bank Firehouse Wednesdays 
2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Hillsboro, 
across from Par Mar, Thurs-
days 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 
Marlinton at Discovery Junc- 
tion, Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

 
MEETINGS 

Pocahontas County Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
Wednesday, August 28, 7 
p.m. at McClintic Library. 

Solid Waste Authority 
regular meeting Wednesday, 
August 28, 8 p.m. at the 
courthouse. 

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, sec-
ond Monday of each month 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClin-
tic Library. Everyone wel-
come. 

Upper Pocahontas Com-
munity Cooperative Sec-
ond Monday of each month 
6 p.m. at the Durbin Com-
munity Library. 

 
EVENTS 

FREE Community Din-
ner Thursday, August 22,     
5 to 6:30 p.m. at Marlinton 
Presbyterian Church. Spon-
sored by area churches and 
community volunteers.  
Menu: Barbecue and sides 

Pocahontas County Art 
Guild – Photorealistic Birds 
in oil pastels with Pat 
Dubois, Friday, August 23, 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
McGlaughlin Cabin on 
Fourth Avenue. All artistic 
levels welcome. $40 fee for 
non-members. 

Pocahontas County Art 
Guild – Painting a Natural-
ist Still Life with local artist 
and educator Vivian Black-
wood. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the McLaughlin Cabin on 
Fourth Avenue. Adult work-
shop, suitable for all levels. 
$40 fee for non-members.  

Team Kid – beginning 
Sunday, September 8, 5 to 7 
p.m. A weekly event for pre-
school through high school 
at First Baptist Church Hunt-
ersville. For more informa-
tion, call 304-799-4099 or 
email fbchuntersvillewv@ 
gmail.com 

Free Movie Night at 
Marlinton First Church of 
the Nazarene Saturday, 
September 14, 6 p.m. “The 
Jesus Film.” Pizza, popcorn 
and soft drinks. Childcare 

available. Everyone wel-
come. 

 
PARKS AND REC 

All activities are at the 
Community Wellness Center, 
unless otherwise noted. 

The Pocahontas County 
Youth Soccer League will 
accept registrations for fall 
soccer through Friday, Au-
gust 23.  Open to ages four 
through 8th grade.  For more 
information, contact Parks 
and Recreation at 304-799-
7386. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 

Yoga at Durbin Library 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and at 
Linwood Center Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 

Taekwondo, Wednesdays, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 

 
REUNIONS 

Alderman Reunion – 
Saturday, August 31, 11 a.m. 
at New Hope Lutheran 
Church Shelter in  Min-

nehaha Springs.   Bring a 
covered dish. 

PCHS Class of 1979 – 
45th class reunion Saturday, 
September 28, at Mim’s 
Kitchen in Marlinton.  Full 
details on Facebook at 
PCHS Class of 1979 or via 
email at Karen.hamed33@ 
gmail.com  RSVP required 
by August 15. 

 
HOMECOMING 

Homecoming at Fair-
view Church Sunday, Au-
gust 25. Covered dish dinner 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church in the Hill Country, 
Sunday, September 8. Wor-
ship 11 a.m. with a potluck 
picnic to follow. Bring a 
lawn chair or blanket. 

 
CHURCH NOTICES 
Central Union United 

Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. 

Coconut Pecan 
Candy Log 

Mrs. Walter Jett 
2 cups sugar 
1 cup evaporated milk 
1/2 lb. dates, cut into three 

pieces each 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1/3 cup flaked coconut 
Place sugar and milk in a 

saucepan; stir constantly 
over low heat. 

Cook to soft ball stage 
Add dates. 
Cook for 5 minutes. 
Do not overcook. Remove 

from heat. Add pecans and 
vanilla. 

Stir until thoroughly 
mixed and candy cools 
slightly. 

Lay a towel on table. 
Sprinkle coconut lengthwise 
into 3-inch strips. 

Roll candy between towel 
to make log. Cut when cool. 

Yields 3 dozen pieces. 

Chocolate Delights 
Joy Anderson 

1 lb. sweet milk chocolate 
2 (1 oz.) squares unsweet-

ened chocolate 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1 cup chopped dates 
1/4 tsp. salt 
5 cups corn flakes 
Melt chocolate over hot 

water. Combine remaining 
ingredients. 

Mix well. 
Drop by teaspoonful onto 

waxed paper. Let cool. 
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Letters to the Editor

Community Calendar

Watoga Art  
in the Park 
August 31 ~ 
September 1

4-H / FFA YOUth        
LivesTOCK SHOW 

& SALE 

Saturday, August 24  
Marlinton Stockyards 

8  - 10 a.m. - Weigh In 
11 a.m.- 8 p.m. - 4-H Exhibits on display 

11 a.m. - Noon - Hamburger/Hot Dog Sale 
(Provided by Brushy Flat 4-H Club) 
11: 50 a.m. - Group photo and                     

exhibitors’ meeting 
Noon - Livestock Show:  
•Showmanship followed            

by market class 
• Novice Lamb Show  

(all are welcome!) 
Skillathon immediately     

after novice show 
Youth games and sheep costume contest 

5 - 6:30 p.m. - Pork Barbecue Dinner 
(Sold by Marlinton Lions Club) 

7 p.m. - Livestock Sale 
Questions? Contact the Pocahontas County                  

Extension Office, 304-799-4852 

Mt. Zion Church in the Hill Country

You’re invited to join us for the annual  
Mt. Zion Methodist Church Homecoming     

on Sunday, September 8. 
Worship begins at 11 a.m. with a potluck picnic          

to follow. Please bring a lawn chair or blanket            
to sit on during the picnic. 

Located on Gordon Dilley Road, in the Hill Country,       
off Route 28. 

Marlinton Community Yard Sale 
Saturday, August 31 • 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

    �Free set up at Town office parking lot, Gazebo park and Community 
Wellness Center. 

�Bring your own tables, canopies, etc. First come, first served. 
�More yard sales all around Marlinton - site maps available                 

at the town office and online August 30. Spend the day! 
 Anyone wishing to participate, contact the town office at 304-799-4315.
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Looking at the big mess 
that was supposed to 
be his new deck, 

Barry wondered how it had 
all gone wrong.  

The contractor had been a 
good salesman but he and 
his crew were not good car-
penters. Barry could sue that 
company, but he knew it 
would be difficult. Many fly-
by-night contractors are hard 
to find after the job and are 
often judgment proof. 

The many knowledgeable 
and conscientious contrac-
tors working in West Vir-
ginia are appreciated for 
their skills, but the bad ap-
ples are not interested in 
making your job turn out as 
expected. They’re only inter-
ested in taking your money. 

Avoiding the hiring of a 

bad contractor in the first 
place would have been the 
best thing for Barry to do. 
Word of mouth recommen-
dations for recent work is 
one of the most important as-
pects of such a project. He 
regretted not asking others at 
church or social events about 
good contractors and ones to 
avoid. 

Also, asking the contractor 
for references and whether 
he could see other finished 
projects in person would 
have helped. Photos of jobs 
or pages on a website can be 
misleading (or even some-
one else’s work).  

Barry may have had to 
wait longer for a top-notch 
contractor to start work, but 
it likely would have been 
done right the first time. 

Be aware that small jobs 
are often not a priority for 
busy contractors, making 
them fertile ground for bad 
contractors. Contractors gen-
erally make a bigger profit 
on bigger jobs. The size of 
the job can make it more dif-
ficult to find a quality con-
tractor. For that reason, 
many unscrupulous contrac-
tors focus on small project 
work that is less popular. 

West Virginia’s testing of 
contractors is rigorous. 
Check on a contractor’s state 
license by calling (304) 558-
7890. An online search for 
licensed contractors is avail-
able at http://www.wvlabor. 
com/new_searches/contrac 
tor_search_new.cfm. 

When discussing a job 
with a contractor, also ask 
for his or her liability insur-
ance and workers compensa-
tion insurance (if they have 
others working for them). If 
they don’t have them, ask 

Dear Editor; 
“The cult of diversity, eq-

uity and inclusion,” wow, 
that is a bold statement. I 
have an issue with most 
everything in the letter from 
the August 8th edition of The 
Times. However, I will limit 
my comments to a couple of 
points made by the writer.  

“Admitting individuals 
based on race who lack the 
academic ability to succeed 
at these institutions is a lose 
lose for everyone.”  

This broadbrush statement 
assumes all Affirmative Ac-
tion admits do not have the 
ability to succeed. Although 
Affirmative Action is not a 
perfect idea, it is intended to 
allow minority students an 
opportunity that for many 
years has not been available 
to them because of our long 
history of institutional 
racism. 

The primary reason I was 
prompted to write this letter 
is the misinformation or pos-
sibly disinformation regard-
ing the fire service. I am a 
retired firefighter, therefore I 
have some information re-
garding current hiring stan-
dards.  

In 1997, a joint labor-man-
agement task force was 
formed in the professional 
fire service. The goal was to 
improve wellness and fitness 
in the fire service. One of the 
initiatives born out of this 
was the Candidate Physical 
Ability Test (CPAT). The 
purpose was to develop a fair 
and more standardized rep-
resentation of the physical 
aspects of firefighting. The 
CPAT along with a written 
test are used by many juris-
dictions to hire original ap-
pointment candidates. After 
a period of time spent honing 
the examination, the Interna-
tional Association of Fire 
Fighters (IAFF) and the In-
ternational Association of 
Fire Chiefs (IAFC) agreed 
on the final version. Since 
1999, more than 900 juris-
dictions have adopted this 
exam. The agreed upon test 
consists of eight stations de-
signed to simulate activities 
performed by firefighters on 
the fireground, and the cir-
cuit must be completed in 
under 10 minutes and 20 
seconds.  The test is 
pass/fail. If the circuit is not 
completed within the time 

limit, the original appoint-
ment candidate fails. I will 
not go into each part of the 
CPAT; it is easy to research. 
However, I will address the 
rescue drag portion of the 
test. The candidate is re-
quired to drag a 165 pound 
mannequin 35 feet, make a 
turn, and return another 35 
feet to the starting position. 
Nothing in CPAT is modified 
for a candidate’s gender. Per-
sonally, I think this is a fair 
test and should not be modi-
fied. The work demands a 
person have the strength and 
endurance to perform the du-
ties required. Unfortunately, 
the gentleman who wrote the 
letter did not name the de-
partment he referenced.  

Generally, I am not prone 
to write letters like this. 
However, we are at a time in 
our society when people can 
be led in wrong directions by 
written and spoken words 
that are not always accurate. 
Just because someone says 
something loudly and confi-
dently does not make it true.  

Tim Dillon 
Huntington 

For anyone who may be 
wondering what is 
going on at the First 

Avenue Mini-Park, this is for 
you. The demo of the back-
wall and fireplace was an 
idea that turned into more 
than was originally intended, 
but came about at the right 
time.  

The pavilion there had 
turned into no more than a 
place for the night-crawlers 
to urinate and make a mess. 
The fireplace wall had be-
come a hiding place to step 
behind, out of camera view, 
and a place to do ”what-
ever.” The picnic tables that 
had just been repainted were 
vandalized and cut on with a 
knife, before the paint was 
completely dry.  

So, the fireplace and wall 

have been torn down as a 
new approach to opening the 
view of the river and to en-
courage the users to find a 
new location to heat their 
beanie-weenies. The open-
view concept is much better. 
Removal of the fireplace and 
wall lightened up the space 
and made for a better view of 
the river for those who come 
and sit for all the right rea-
sons.  

However, like other proj-
ects, problems were discov-
ered, beyond what is seen 
when just driving by. First, 
the fireplace was helping to 
hold up the structure. Cross 
pieces that were scabbed to-
gether in the original con-
struction were sagging. 
Boards over the fireplace 
were rotten. The closer ex-
amination made clear that 

the structure itself was past 
due for a major refurbish-
ment. Joe Smith remembers 
the Rotary club building the 
pavilion in the early 70s. 
That makes it 50+ years old. 

Olivia Dean, Scott Gibb 
and I had a discussion about 
repair or rebuild. We plan to 
add this item to the Septem-
ber Town Council agenda. 

• To discuss and/or Act 
upon: the tear down of the 
structure or to build a new 
structure, and to re-name it 
the  “Roger L. Trusler Me-
morial Park” in memory of 
our friend and Town Coun-
cilman Roger Trusler, who 
passed away this month.   

If the Council is in agree-
ment, an account will be set 
up at the Town Office so that 
contributions can be made to 
the  “Roger L. Trusler Me-
morial Park” building fund. 

Depending on funds 
raised, additional play-
ground equipment could be 
added to the park.

What’s 
Cookin’?

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

Senior 
Legal Aid

Deb Miller, JD Volunteer see Letters pg 12

see Senior pg 11

see Calendar pg 11



ing for all games and activi-
ties, along with additional 
information about Watoga, 
will be available at Satur-
day’s reception. You can call 
the park office at 304-799-
4087 for pricing for other ac-
tivities  or any other park- 
related questions.  

Preliminary work for the 
new games area involved re-
viewing court designs, re-
searching options for the 
new courts, and negotiating 
pricing for this major im-
provement. Extensive re-

pairs, including leveling, in-
spections, materials selec-
tion, fencing modifications 
and relocation and more had 
to be completed before the 
courts could be painted those 
vibrant blue and green colors 
you see from the road above.  

Once designated teams 
were assembled, work be-
gan. After hundreds of hours 
of work, more details needed 
to be finalized and com-
pleted. Watoga State Park 
personnel were instrumental 
in the labor-intensive aspects 
of this project. The state park 
system and the foundation 
collaboratively funded the 
costs of the new activities 
area.

Dill, from 
page 1

By Bryan Golden 
  

Is complaining an effec-
tive strategy for solving 
problems?   Will com-

plaining improve your situa-
tion?   Do others enjoy 
listening to you complain?   
The answer to all three ques-
tions is no.   Then why do 
people complain? 

There are a number of rea-
sons a person complains.  He 
or she may be looking for 
sympathy, assistance, sup-
port or just letting off steam.  
There are also people who 
are habitual whiners who are 
never satisfied or content. 

In the case of sympathy, 
there is an erroneous as-
sumption that if enough 
other people feel sorry for 
them, it will somehow im-
prove the complainer’s situa-
tion. All that will be 
accomplished is that others 
will grow tired of their 
moaning and give them a 
wide berth.   Everyone has 
their own problems and very 
few people want to spend 
their discretionary time lis-
tening to the tales of woe of 
others. 

Sympathy seekers tend to 
dwell on their problems 
rather than seeking solu-
tions.  When potential solu-
tions are presented, they 
invariably find fault with and 
summarily dismiss them.   
These complainers seek at-
tention and monopolize con-
versations.   They look for 

opportunities to show how 
their plight is worse than 
everyone else’s. 

Spending time with sym-
pathy seekers can be drain-
ing.   They are consumed 
with their own situation and 
show little or no interest in 
other people.  Regardless of 
how good you may feel, a 
gripe session with a sympa-
thy seeker will depress your 
mood. 

Some complainers are 
looking for assistance in 
solving a problem.   In this 
case they are interested in 
advice that will lead to a so-
lution.   The danger here is 
that they will indiscrimi-
nately seek guidance from 
anyone.  In their attempt to 
overcome an obstacle, they 
will try virtually any remedy 
offered without considering 
the qualifications of the 
source. 

Following bad advice can 
exacerbate a problem.  Ad-
vice seekers that jump from 
one bad suggestion to an-
other will become frustrated 
as they fail to solve their 
problem.   The result is the 
erroneous conclusion that 
their situation has no solu-
tion. 

Complainers in search of 
advice must be very selec-
tive in whom they approach.  
Only those who have suc-
cessfully solved similar 
problems or who have ap-
propriate expertise should be 
sought out.  When the right 

person is identified, they 
should be asked for advice 
directly rather than com-
plaining to them. 

Perhaps a complainer is 
looking for support.   They 
may be overwhelmed by un-
expected events or over-
loaded with responsibilities.  
This type of complainer is 
likely looking for help rather 
than advice.  If you are so in-
clined, offer to lend a hand. 

Even when they are 
helped out, some complain-
ers always wind up in an-
other crisis situation. Help- 
ing them out again will only 
improve their situation tem-
porarily.  Without a change 
in strategy, they will soon 
become immersed in another 
crisis. 

Complainers who are in-
cessant whiners find fault 
with virtually everything.   
They complain about their 
lives, other people’s lives, 
the weather, politics, reli-
gion, society, etc.   Every-
thing they comment on is 
flawed.  All of life is tainted.  
Their glass is always half 
empty and probably leaking.  
These people are not happy 
unless they are unhappy. 

Whiners will never be sat-
isfied.   They don’t want 
sympathy, solutions or help.  
They just want to complain.  
These people will never 

change and their minds are 
closed to new ideas.   

Your only option is to 
limit exposure to their grip-
ing. 

Complaining is unproduc-
tive and destructive.  If you 
have problems, find solu-
tions.  If you need help, ask.  
Occasional complaining to 
seek understanding or let off 
steam is ok.  But don’t make 
it a way of life or a topic of 
every conversation. 

~~~ 
Bryan is the author of 

“Dare to Live Without Lim-
its.”   Contact Bryan at 
Bryan@columnist.com or 
visit www.DareToLiveWith 
outLimits.com Copyright 
2024 Bryan Golden

Complaining

73rd 

Annual

“Growing Traditions Together”
Saturday, August 24 and

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 

August 28 — 31, 2024

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
8 AM .............................................................................Fair Set-Up
9 AM . ................................................... Horse Show (Grandstand)

9 AM ....... ..........................Dog Show (Grandstand if not raining)
11 AM- 2 PM .........Bluegrass Music – 3 Bands  (Under Big Tent)
2 PM ..................4-H & FFA Livestock Sale (Livestock Show Barn)
2 PM ............................Corn Hole Tournament (High School Gym)
3 PM ..... Cameron Simmons – Country Favorites (Under Big Tent)
5 PM .......Truck, Tractor & Diesel Truck Pull Contest (Grandstand)
ROAMING THROUGH THE AFTERNOON .........................................
........................................................ Sky High Skyler & Cowgirl Circus
1  PM .. ...............................................Fireworks Display (Finale)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
“Family Night” – Valley Amusement rides at reduced rates

8-9:AM .................................. ..Accepting Flower Exhibit Entries
9-10 AM .......................... Accepting Educational Exhibit Entries
9 AM-7 PM ....................... ..... Judging Exhibits (Gym CLOSED)
11 AM ... . 4-H & FFA Goats & Sheep Livestock Show (Show Barn)
.......................... Goat & Lamb Pet Contest, following Livestock Show
6 PM .............. ........Parade (Spruce St, Main St, Myers-Moon Rd.)
7:30 PM .......................................Jack & Davis Reid (Under Big Tent)
ROAMING THROUGH THE AFTERNOON .........................................
........................................................ Sky High Skyler & Cowgirl Circus

1 M ..... ..... 4-H & FFA Hogs & Beef Livestock Show (Show Barn)
.........................................Calf Pet Contest, following Livestock Show
4-6 PM ... ... The Crestmen, Gospel Music (Under the Big Tent)
7 PM ... .Demolition Derby, Thomas Motorsport LLC. (Grandstand)
.....................................................Stock Full Size and Stock Compact
ROAMING THROUGH THE AFTERNOON .........................................  
........................................................ Sky High Skyler & Cowgirl Circus

10 AM ......... .....................................Kiddie Show (Under Big Tent)
4:30 PM ....Sheep Costume Contest & Obstacle Course (Show Barn)
6 PM .............. ....... Little Switzerland Cloggers (High School Gym)
7 PM .............. ................................... Bullride Mania (Grandstand)

Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Women’s Breakaway, 
Youth Mutton Busting & Stick Horse Racing

ROAMING THROUGH THE AFTERNOON .........................................  
........................................................ Sky High Skyler & Cowgirl Circus

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31

www.highlandcountyfairva.com

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
3-6 PM .............. ..........Weigh-in & Entry of Livestock (4-H/FFA)
4-8 PM .............. ......... Enter Exhibits (Elementary School Gym)
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OUR GARDEN 
IS GROWING! 

PEACHES  
& SWEET  

CORN 
– now available! 

plus        
TOMATOES 
CUCUMBERS  

 WADE 
FARM  

& FEED 
304-799-6468 

Corporation Curve, Marlinton

The deadline for  
Letters to the Editor  

is Monday at noon. Writers may 
use a maximum of 600 words. 

Letters should be issue-oriented 
and never personal. 

Send letters to  
jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 
For further information, please 

contact  
The Pocahontas Times  

at 304-799-4973.



Trudy Friel 
Mary G. “Trudy” Work-

man Friel, 82, of Marlinton, 
passed away Thursday, Au-
gust 15, 2024, at Pocahontas 
Center. 

Born February 18, 1942, 
at Burnsides in Pocahontas 
County, she was a daughter 
of the late Robert Workman 
and Sarah Perry Workman. 

Trudy grew up in Marlin-
ton on Tannery Row and 
graduated from Marlinton 
High School in 1960. She 
worked for many years for 
the federal Agricultural Sta-
bilization and Conservation 
Service (ASCS), later re-
named the Farm Service 
Agency. 

For several years, Trudy 
was a member of Central 
Union United Methodist 
Church in the Brush Country 
and later attended Marlinton 
Presbyterian Church and the 
Marlinton United Methodist 
Church after moving down-
town. 

Trudy lived an active life 
after retirement.  She took up 
painting, traveled and partic-
ularly enjoyed outdoor ad-
ventures, including frequent 
hikes on the Greenbrier 
River Trail and kayaking on 
the river.  She also loved tak-
ing long drives in the moun-
tains, especially on the 
Highland Scenic Highway. 

She was passionate about 
animals, and adopted a num-
ber of rescue pets, including 
her beloved dog, Phoebe, 
who survives. 

Trudy is survived by sons, 
Greg, and husband, Andrew 
Reese, of Washington, D.C.; 
Mike, of South Charleston, 
and Rob, and wife, Jenny 
Workman Friel, of Hillsboro; 
brother, Walter “Fairley” 
Workman, and wife, Noreen, 
of Westminster, Maryland; 
sister, Judy Gum, and part-
ner, Richard Bright, of Fish-
ersville, Virginia; grandsons, 
Clay Friel, of Elkins, Chad 
Friel, and partner, Kristen 
Biggs, of Keyser, and Je-
remy Dabney Reese-Friel, of 
Boca Raton, Florida.   

She is also survived by her 
longtime companion, Pete 
Hefner, of Minnehaha 
Springs, and her best friend 
since second grade, Kay 
Beverage, of Marlinton. 

In keeping with her 
wishes, the body will be cre-
mated and her ashes interred 
at Mountain View Cemetery.  

Family and friends are in-
vited to honor Trudy during 
a Celebration of Life Satur-
day, October 5, 2024, from 
11 a.m. to noon at Central 
Union United Methodist 
Church, 2535 Brush Country 
Road, Marlinton. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to the Humane Soci-
ety of Pocahontas County or 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Virginia Fuller 
Virginia Moore Fuller, 65, 

of Valley Head, went to her 
heavenly home on Friday, 
August 16, 2024. 

Born April 21, 1959, at 
Kinston, North Carolina, she 
was a daughter of the late 
James Alexander Moore and 
Marion Virginia Austin 
Moore. 

Virginia was a home-
maker, a member of the Big 
Springs Presbyterian Church 
and the Women Beekeepers 

of West Virginia.  She loved 
and raised German Shep-
herds. 

On September 19, 1977, 
she married George Morris 
Fuller, Jr., who survives. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her brother, James Moore, Jr. 

In addition to her husband, 
she is survived by a daugh-
ter, Laura Gangaden (David), 
of Pembroke Pines, Florida; 
son, Jason Lee Fuller (Carina 
Henn Fuller), of Roseville, 
California; and four grand-
children, David, Alexis, 
Alexandra and Bianca. 

A funeral service will be 
held Saturday, August 24, 
2024, 11 a.m. at Big Springs 
Presbyterian Church with 
Rev. Paul Brady officiating. 

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 
time of service. 

Interment will be in 
Mingo Cemetery. 

The family would like for 
friends to gather at their 
home for food and a time to 
share memories immediately 
following the graveside serv-
ice. 

Memorials may be made 
to Big Springs Presbyterian 
Building Fund, P. O. Box 
202, Slaty Fork, WV  26291. 

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.com 

Funeral arrangements are 
entrusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Marlinton, 
West Virginia. 

Brandon Kelley 
Brandon Lee Kelly, 39, of 

Marlinton, died Sunday, Au-
gust 18, 2024, at his home. 

Born September 24, 1984, 
at Low Moor, Virginia, he 
was the son of Tony Lee 
Kelly and Rita Kathleen Wil-
son Kelly, of Marlinton. 

A 2003 graduate of Poca-
hontas County High School, 
he served in the U.S. Navy 
as a Gunner’s Mate for four 
years, being deployed twice 
for support on Navy ships.  
He later served in the Army 
National Guard for six years.  
Brandon was a Pocahontas 
County Deputy Sheriff for 
seven years, a U.S. Mail Car-
rier for the City of Marlinton 
for two years, served as Poc-
ahontas County 911/Emer-
gency Managment Deputy 
Director for three years, 
worked at Denmar Correc-
tional Center and then trans-
ferred to Anthony Correc- 
tional Center.  He was a 
member of the Minnehaha 
Springs United Methodist 
Church. 

On September 17, 2016, 
he married Kristen Elizabeth 
Nicholas Kelly, who sur-
vives. 

In addition to his parents 
and wife, he is survived by 
his paternal grandmother, 
Barbara Kelly, of Marlinton; 
son, Jesse Kelley, of San An-
tonio, Texas; sister, Staci 
Smith (Justin), of Marlinton; 
niece, Collins Elizabeth 
Smith; and nephew, Jackson 
Lee Smith. 

A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held 2 p.m. 
Friday, August 23, 2024, at 
Kimble Funeral Home in 
Marlinton with Kyna Moore 
officiating.  Military honors 
will be accorded by the Poc-
ahontas County Veterans 
Honor Corps. 

The family will receive 
friends from 1 p.m. until 
time of service. 

Inurnment at McElwee 
Cemetery will be private. 

Memorials may be made 
in Brandon’s name to any 
PTSD organization.  

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.com 

Arrangements are en-
trusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Marlinton. 

Janice Phillips 
Janice Lee Phillips, 57, of 

Hot Springs, Virginia, for-
merly of Indian Trail, North 
Carolina, passed away Mon-
day, August 12, 2024, in 
Lewis Gale Hospital – Mont-
gomery, Blacksburg. 

Born May 27, 1967, in 
Landsdale, Pennsylvania, 
she was a daughter of Bar-
bara Kay Patterson Phillips, 
of Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
the late Clark Phillips Jr. 

Roman Catholic in faith, 
she was raised in and at-
tended school at Our Lady of 
the Assumption Catholic 
Church, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. After high school, 
Janice began her career 
working alongside her father 
at Phillips Machine Com-
pany. She enjoyed time spent 
fishing and hunting, as well 
as playing cards with family 
and friends. She loved trav-
eling to the beach and visit-
ing with family in the 
mountains of Virginia and 
West Virginia. She also en-
joyed sewing, cooking and 
camping. 

Known as “Babe” to her 
family, she was the baby of 
the family and the lucky re-
cipient of the extra attention 
that came with the title. She 
loved Halloween and always 
put extra effort into her cos-
tumes. She loved music of 
all kinds, especially 80s clas-
sic rock. 

Despite her recent decline 
in health, her family will al-
ways remember her as a 
down to earth person, with a 
happy and outgoing spirit. 

In addition to her mother, 
she is survived by a dear and 
special friend, Mandy Miller, 
whom Janice considered a 
daughter; as well as Mandy’s 
daughters, Jenna and Ava 
Miller, all of Monroe, North 
Carolina; brother, Clark 
Phillips III, of Port Saint Joe, 
Florida.; sister, Ann Hise, 
and husband, DeWayne 
“Butch,” of Hot Springs, Vir-
ginia; nephew, Elliott Boyd, 
of Monterey, Virginia; niece, 
Crystal Phillips, of Weyers 
Cave, Virginia; and an uncle, 
John Patterson, and wife, Pa-
tricia, of Cross, South Car-
olina. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later datae. 

Memorial contributions 
may be sent to the Hot 
Springs Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 1112, Hot Springs, Vir-

ginia 24445. 
Condolences and memo-

ries may be shared with the 
family at obaughfuneral 
home.com  

Lilly Taylor 
Lilly Gertrude Taylor, 101, 

of Green Bank, passed away 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, at 
Pocahontas Center in Mar-
linton. 

Born August 5, 1923, in 
Dunmore, she was a daugh-
ter and last surviving child of 
the union of the late James 
Ray and Inez Mercedes 
Oliver Horner. 

Gertrude was a home-
maker and a member of 
Wesley Chapel United 
Methodist Church. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Bedford Rus-
sell Taylor; step-daughter, 
Sandra Postlethwait; grand-
son, Chuck Postlethwait; sis-
ter, Naomi Ruth Horner 
McQuain; and brothers, Neil 
Horner and Byrle Horner. 

Those left to cherish her 
memory are her daughter, 
Shirley McLaughlin Carpen-
ter; son, Bedford “Rusty” 
Taylor (Holly); step-son, 
Randy Taylor; grandchil-
dren, Mark Carpenter (Glen-
netta), Mike Carpenter 
(Joyce), Wendy Sharp (Don), 
Cheryl Topper (Ron), Chris 
Taylor (Melissa), Shawn 
Taylor (Anita), Debbie 
Snider (Jeff), Cindy Lagas-
see, and husband, Scott, and 
Kelly Skinner; 14 great-
grandchildren; 13 great-
great-grandchildren; eight 
step-great-grandchildren; 
one step-great-great-grand-
child; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Funeral service was held 
Saturday, August 17, 2024, 
at Wesley Chapel United 
Methodist Church with Pas-
tor Amy Barkley Paul offici-
ating.  

Interment was in Arbovale 
Cemetery Annex. 

Wallace and Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Arbovale is in 
charge of arrangements.  

Online condolences may 
be shared at Wallaceand 
WallaceFH.com 

 
Franklin Varner 
Franklin Lee Varner, Sr., 

83, of Durbin, passed away 
Saturday, August 17, 2024, 

at his residence with his fam-
ily by his side. 

Born July 27, 1941, in 
Boyer, he was a son of the 
late Leslie “Less” and Helen 
Irene Nelson Varner. 

Frank was a driller for In-
terstate Hardwood and Tim 
Hevener and worked in 
maintenance for the Cheat 
Mountain Clubhouse. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Grace Ann Shifflett 
Varner; and brother, Jacky 
Varner, Sr. 

He is survived by his lov-
ing family, daughters, Peggy 
Mick, of Durbin, and Connie 
Varner (Bill Means), of 
Bunker Hill; son Frank 
Varner, Jr., (Penny), of 
Durbin; grandchildren, Pam-
ela Nelson (Bradley), Mark 
Varner and Becky Varner; 
great-grandchildren, Easton, 
Sierra, Bella, Leann, Kadyn, 
Jacob, Jesse and Layla; sis-
ters, Debbie Wright 
(Clarence), of Durbin, and 
Lois Thompson, of Bartow;  
brother, Jimmy Varner, of 
Boyer; and his best friend 
and companion, “Buddy.” 

Funeral will be held 1 p.m. 
Thursday, August 22, 2024, 
at Wallace and Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Arbovale with 
Pastors David Rittenhouse 
and Julian Rittenhouse.  

Interment will be in 
Wilmoth Cemetery, Bartow. 

The family will receive  
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 21, 
2024, at the funeral home. 

Wallace and Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg is 
in charge of arrangements.  

Online condolences may 
be shared at WallaceandWal-
laceFH.com 

James Workman 
James Madison Workman 

III, 85, of Mt. Ulla, North 
Carolina, passed away Fri-
day, August 16, 2024, at his 
home.  

Born November 22, 1938, 
in Pocahontas County, he 
was a son of  the late James 
Andrew Workman II and 
Edith Nancy Mitchell Work-
man.  

Jimmy graduated from 
Hillsboro High School and 
played football at Glenville 
State University. He enlisted 
in the Army and proudly 

served his country. After 
serving his first term, he 
married Judy, and they had 
their first child, Jamie. Soon 
after, he was recalled to 
serve his country again. 
After completing his second 
term, he moved to North 
Carolina, where he started a 
career, built a home, and 
continued to build his family. 
Jimmy retired from RJR 
Nabisco after 30 years. He 
loved hunting, fishing, farm-
ing, gardening, and sweets. 
He enjoyed volunteering for 
Meals on Wheels and as a 
coach for sports teams. He 
loved quiet walks in the 
woods and his family, for 
whom he was a natural pro-
tector and provider. His love 
of the outdoors and survival 
skills were handed down to 
many around him. He was 
quick to make folks laugh 
and could always be counted 
on to sing a silly song to his 
grandchildren with a grin 
and a mischievous twinkle in 
his eye. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife of 60 years, Judith 
Loury Workman.  

Jimmy is survived by his 
children, Jamie Workman 
and Elizabeth Stapleton 
(Greg); siblings, Libby 
Workman Hollandsworth 
(Joe) and Skeeter Workman 
(Nora); grandchildren, Andy 
Workman (Lori), Kimberly 
Trimnal (Bobby), Jonathan 
Workman, Jessica Stapleton, 
and Jamieson Stapleton; and 
great-grandchildren, Kinsley 
and Kerrigan Trimnal. 

A Celebration of Jimmy’s 
life will be held at a later 
date in West Virginia.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to VIA 
Health Partners, Hospice and 
Palliative Care, 7845 Little 
Ave., Charlotte, NC 28226, 
or to Oak Grove Presbyte-
rian Church, 7479 Seneca 
Trail, Hillsboro, WV 24946. 

Cavin-Cook Funeral 
Home and Crematory in 
Mooresville, North Carolina, 
is serving the Workman fam-
ily.  

Condolences may be sent 
to the family at cavin-cook. 
com
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Obituaries

Your Health is Our Priority 
Duncan Road, off US 219 North • 3047997400 • www.pmhwv.org

Emergency Department Open 24 hours a day

OUTPATIENT CLINICS 
Commi�ed to excellence in communitybased healthcare,
keeping YOU close to home.

Behavioral Health  • 304-799-6200 
Treatment for adjustment issues, rela�onships, addic�ons of all types,
depression and anxiety. Family therapy with adolescents now available.

Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab 304-799-7400, ext. 1054 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at PMH. 
Medically supervised rehabilita�on programs for those diagnosed with chronic  
lung disease (pulmonary) or with heart disease or had a heart procedure or 
surgery (cardiac). 

Infusion Clinic • 304-799-7400, ext. 2610
Monday  Friday at PMH. 
IV therapies, blood and medical transfusions, allergy injec�ons, canceradjunct  
therapies, rou�ne medical injec�ons and more.

Pulmonology Clinic • 304-799-1070 
Monday  Thursday 8 a.m.  5 p.m. at PMH. 
Providing care for pa�ents with lung disease, COPD, asthma, chronic lung,      
respiratory failure, lung cancer, sleep apnea and other airway disorders.

Rehabilitation Services • 304-799-1015
Monday  Friday at PMH.   
Monday  Thursday at Richwood
Providing physical, occupa�onal and speech therapies and dry needling.

Wound Care Clinic • 304-799-7400 
Weekly at PMH. 
Providing chronic wound management, treatment for ulcers, burns, skin            
lesions, removal of small lumps and bumps (i.e. skin tags) with provider             
discre�on. Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 

Funeral Chapel and Crematory
Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 

supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

Obituary 
Policy: 

Obituaries are 
published free of 
charge up to three 
column inches 
with a $5 per col-
umn inch charge 
thereafter.



Thursday,  
August 24, 1899 

 
Late advances from Paris 

are of a very serious charac-
ter. There was a riot in the 
city last Sunday, brought on 
by a thousand anarchists. 
Two churches were sacked 
and the sacred furniture 
thrown into the streets. A 
crucifix was burned and al-
tars and pulpits were used 
for bonfires.  Like outrages 
have not been witnessed 
since the Communist out-
rages in 1871. Statues of the 
Savior and of the Virgin 
were torn from their pede-
stals and destroyed. 

- - - 
At Mr. Alvin Clark’s place 

in the Levels there has been 
a big turtle which had de-
stroyed a number of chick-
ens. It lived in the spring 
branch near its head and by 
lying in wait would catch a 
chicken by the leg and draw 
it under. The back of the tur-
tle looked like a muddy 
stone, and it is supposed that 
the chickens would feed 
around until the turtle could 
snap at them and catch them. 
The chicken would make an 
outcry. The turtle had es-
caped capture until a rifle 
was used and a shot through 
the shell while it was draw-
ing its prey down. 

- - - 
Among the houses which 

block the way of the railroad 
is the patchwork palace of 
Charles Irvings. The survey-
ors have already committed 
the indignity of knocking off 

a board and surveying right 
through it, and Irvings is 
now wondering whether 
there is any truth in the old 
belief that a man’s house is 
his castle, and “tho the rains 
may leak in and the winds 
whistle through, the king 
cannot enter.” He is also 
wondering whether the con-
tractor will put a force of 
men around it and gently lift 
the home and deposit it at a 
certain place he has picked 
out, or whether they will put 
a stick of dynamite under it 
and let it do the work… 

- - - 
H. H. McClintic is busy 

watching the bears which are 
preying on his sheep. He 
knows of the loss of five 
sheep and fears that at least 
three times that many are 
gone. The grass is so short 
the sheep cannot thrive on it, 
and when they stick their 
noses in the woods there is a 
bear waiting for them. It is 
enough to worrit a man. He 
says, too, he would rather 
see a week’s rain than even 
the railroad.   

 
ARBOVALE 

Still plenty of dry, hot 
weather. 

Gordon Slaven is sinking 
W. L. Brown’s well deeper 
in search of more water. 

Emery Conrad is working 
in the saddle shop with Sol 
Phares. 

The Arbovale Church ded-
ication will be about the last 
of September. 

Rhodes Wenger is in from 
Horton looking after his in-

terest in town. 
E. M. Brown and wife 

have been at Travelers Re-
pose putting up blackberries 
this week. 

On Sunday morning, a 
crowd of railroad men 
passed through with seven, 
four-mule wagons loaded 
with tools and nine road 
scrapers. 

There has been quite a lot 
of dynamiting for fish in 
Greenbrier River. We will 
hear the particulars after 
court. 

James Phillips had several 
sheep killed by law un-abid-
ing dogs. Percy Tracy’s flock 
has also been diminished. 

 
LOBELIA 

Warm and very dry. Corn 
drying up. 

S. J. Payne was in this 
neighborhood buying stock 
last week. 

Will Crookshanks, of 
Elkins, called today and re-
ported Will Brock of this 
place not dead. It was re-
ported he had been killed in 
Tucker county by the falling 
of a tree. 

Alpheus Tharp came very 
near being killed by the 
falling of a horse and throw-
ing him among rocks. Dr. 
McClintic dressed his 
wounds and he is doing 
nicely today. 

Remus Rogers has a snake 
tale to tell. Your correspon-
dent had him before Consta-
ble Shisler and he made the 
following statement; Length 
26 1/2 inches, thick as his 
leg, and it was covered with 
black hair on its back. This 
takes the rag off of the bush. 
It was killed near the big 
Grapevine on J. B. Kinni-
son’s lands.

Thursday,  
August 21, 1924 

 
We understand that B. B. 

Campbell has finished up his 
contract of close to four mil-
lion feet of lumber. This job 
has only been in operation 
about nine months, and fin-
ishes up the entire Warn 
Lumber Company operation 
of about 10 years of steady 
work. 

 
THE FAIR 

Pocahontas County Fair 
opened Monday night, big-
ger and better than ever be-
fore. The weather Monday 
and Tuesday was all that 
could be desired and the 
crowds were the largest of 
any opening day. Wednes-
day, the rain came down, but 
better days are hoped for 
Thursday and Friday. 

With every department a 
regular exposition in itself, 
how is a body to write about 
it anyway? 

To begin with, the horse 
department never before had 
as many fast and fine horses 
gathered together in the 
Greenbrier Valley. The large 
stables are crowded. The 
track is in perfect condition 
and, each afternoon, fast rac-
ing is given... 

There are 128 cattle in the 
barns, about equally divided 
between Herefords and 
Shorthorn. There are about 
twice as many Angus than 
last year... 

A special effort was made 
this year to make the sheep 
show worthy of the best 
sheep county in the State. 
The pens are crowded full of 
the finest sheep you ever 
saw. Much of our prosperity 
is due to animals with the 
golden hoof, and the sheep 
exhibit is worth the whole 
fair costs. 

As for hogs, there are 
plenty of fine ones, too. Red 
appears to be the prevailing 
fashion, but there is a sprin-
kling of whites, black and 
spots... 

The music is furnished by 
Higgins and his band from 
New York City. A large 
crowd was attracted to the 
grounds Sunday afternoon 
by the concert given by these 
musicians. The Higgins Band 
has many important engage-

ments in the South and East, 
and has booked some of the 
biggest fairs this season. 

 
AROUND THE STATE 
Wheeling – Norman L. 

Westenhaver, aged 38, who 
shot and killed Mrs. Elsie 
West Wincher, aged 28, here 
because, according to his 
own story, “she wouldn’t let 
him alone” will be held with-
out bail on a charge of first 
degree murder, according to 
Clinton R. Campbell, assis-
tant Ohio County prosecutor. 
Westenhaver had attempted 
suicide before any of the 
hundreds of shoppers at the 
Wheeling center market 
house, who had seen him 
shoot down Mrs. Wincher, 
could interfere.  

Morgantown – Wilbur 
Darling, 25, is in a hospital 
here with severe burns sus-
tained when he absently-
mindedly lighted his pipe 
near a gas well. 

Clarksburg – V. S. Lynch, 
Buckhannon business man, 
was found guilty by a Circuit 
Court jury of passing a 
worthless check for $400 
and sentenced to serve three 
years in the penitentiary. 

Rural Health Clinic               
at PMH 

150 Duncan Road, Buckeye                     
Monday  Friday 

8:30 a.m.  6:30 p.m. 
3047996200 

Snowshoe Clinic 
565 Cass Road, Slaty Fork 

Wednesday and Thursday  
8 a.m.  6 p.m. 

3047991072 

Reliable, dependable providers –  in two locations!

Primary Care Clinics 

   pmhwv.org

John Eilers, D.O. 
is accepting a limited number of           

appointments. Please call to schedule.  
Office staff will be available to offer assistance                

during regular office hours. Or call 304-572-5079.

BIG SPRING CLINIC 
304-572-4410 

Monday & Friday  
8 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday  8 a.m. - Noon  

DEER CREEK CLINIC 
304-456-5050 

Tues & Thurs.  
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Advertising 
Deadline  

is Monday  
at noon. 

Call 
304-799-4973

The Law Office of

MICHAEL C. DOSS
921 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954

304-799-7119 
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Thursday,  
August 25, 1949 

 
Some weeks since, this 

paper copied an item from 
the 50 years ago notes of the 
Greenbrier Independent 
about the big safe of the then 
new Bank of Marlinton 
being hauled through Lewis-
burg by four big horses.      
O. B. Spitzer, of Renick’s 
Valley, tells me to correct the 
statement by adding two 
more horses. It was a six-
horse team, and he was the 
young driver. 

- - - 
They are telling me now 

about all the new front and 
back porches, concrete 
walks and approaches, addi-
tions and contractions and 
things missed in new build-
ing notes. All I can say is that 
I failed to mention the new 
dog house down home, and 
all the foregoing sins of 
omission put me into it 
deeper than ever. 

- - - 
Of course, every nice little 

girl enjoys the trip and visit 
to grandfather’s farm. How-
ever, it seems to me that a lit-
tle Marlinton girl of 8 years, 
gets more than average joy 

out of the 10-mile trip from 
father’s home in Marlinton 
to grandfather’s farm on 
Laurel Creek. The little Miss 
is Ann Gay Mason. The par-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Mason and grandfather is    
T. J. Mason. By inheritance 
and bringing up, the little girl 
is air-minded; her father flies 
a plane and grandfather has 
bulldozed out a big long strip 
in his best meadow field for 
a flying field with wind 
stocking and all. The elapsed 
time from home to the farm 
is about 15 minutes with 
about 3 minutes in the air. 

 
STUDENTS 

Robert Clay Kellison, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Kellison, of Marlinton, has 
been awarded a $200 schol-
arship from Davis and Elk-
ins College. He is a grad- 
uate of Marlinton High 
School, Class of ’49, with high 
scholastic achievements... 

- - - 
Joel Hannah, of Arbovale, 

has been awarded one of the 
four summer fellowships by 
the Danworth Foundation to 
West Virginia University stu-
dents. The award includes 
two weeks of camping at the 

American Youth Foundation 
Leadership Training Camp 
at Shelby, Michigan. 

 
WEDDING 

Announcement is being 
made of the marriage of 
Miss Leona Marie Landis, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lanty Landis, to Beverly C. 
Kenney, son of Mrs. J. L. 
Kenney and the late Mr. 
Kenney, all of Marlinton. 
The wedding took place at 
the Marlinton Methodist 
Church Monday evening, 
August 15, 1949, with Rev. 
R. H. Skaggs, officiating... 

 
CAMPING 

Rev. John B. McLaughlin 
and son, Bill, of Keyser, 
have been camping at the 
lower end of Austin Dun-
can’s sugar camp at Buck-
eye. This is their 16th year of 
camping and fishing there. 
On Friday night, a picnic 
supper was enjoyed at the 
“preacher’s camp” by the 
following: Mr. and Mrs. Jess 
McNeill, Mrs. Fred Barlow, 
Mr. and Mrs. Verl Louder-
milk and Stanley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Duncan and Jerry, 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Duncan 
and George, Addison Pennel, 
Taylor Morrison, Lus Wood-
dell, Mrs. Edd Loury, Mrs. 
Jack Duncan and son, John 
Lee, and nephew, Johnie 
Fenwick. 

Thursday,  
August 22, 1974 

 
VANREENEN REUNION 

Those attending the Van-
Reenen Family Reunion at 
the Edray Community Cen-
ter from a distance were: Mr. 
and Mrs. Porter VanReenen 
and daughter, Mrs. James 
Atkins, Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Groseclose, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Groseclose and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Van-
Reenen, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Dilley, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
VanReenen, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alvin VanReenen, Mrs. A. 
C. VanReenen, Mr. and Mrs. 
Garth VanReenen and fam-
ily, Mrs. Cora McCallister, 

Mrs. Floyd Frampton, Jeph 
Double and Mrs. Pearl 
Rucker 

 
Weather Wise 

The average rainfall on the 
Cranberry River watershed 
for the month of July was 
4.86 inches. 

High temperature for the 
month was 86 degrees at 
Aldrich Branch on July 4. 
Low temperature July 22 at 
Black Mountain was 40 de-
grees. 

 
WEDDING 

The Marlinton Presbyte-
rian Church will be the set-
ting at two o’clock in the 
afternoon Sunday, Septem-

ber 8, 1974, for the wedding 
of Miss Anne Winters Mal-
low and William Thomas 
Workman. She is the daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Mallow, of Marlinton, and 
he is the son of William D. 
Workman, of Hillsboro, and 
the late Grace Rogers Work-
man. 

- - - 
Miss Katherine Ruckman 

McClure, daughter of the 
late Lantie G. and Madge 
Ruckman McClure, and the 
granddaughter of the late 
Mathew Ruckman, of Mill 
Point, became the bride of 
Kyle Nickell Beard, son of 
the late Richard M. and 
Bessie E. Beard, of Beard, at 
four-thirty o’clock Thursday 
afternoon, August 8, 1974, in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
William A. Dysard in Lewis-
burg. 

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

PORTRAIT OF MR. and Mrs. Louis C. Wright and Family of Thornwood, W.Va.  
Seated at left: Louis Clinton Wright. Seated at right: wife, Bertha Hamner Wright. 
Standing behind: Bertha’s mother, Mrs. Hamner.  Children left to right: Louis 
Page Wright and sister Nina Wright. The photograph was taken around 1913 by 
Lee’s Studio of Elkins, W.Va.  (Courtesy of Louis B. Wright; ID: PHP000047) 
 
Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at www.pocahontaspreserva 
tion.org or www.preservingpocahontas.org 
 
If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county His-
torical Archive contact Preservation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 
or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of photographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Andrew Price, Editor 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, Editor

L. C. Wright Family 
– Thornwood, 1913

see 50 pg 12

see 75 pg 12

see 100 pg 12



NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  
WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  

TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 
Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 

heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, August 15, 2024 
 
ESTATE NAME: DERRIS LEA RAPER 

1100 Byrd Avenue 
Chesapeake, VA 23324-2157 

ANCILLARY ADMINISTRATOR: Stephen L. Batten 
1100 Byrd Avenue 
Chesapeake, VA 23324-2157 

 
ESTATE NAME: ROBERT MICHAEL POLEN  

49180 East Main Street 
Hopedale, OH 43976 

ANCILLARY ADMINISTRATOR: Harry C. E. Tolhurst III 
300 E. Third Street 
Dover, OH 44622-1812 

 
ESTATE NAME: JAMES JUDSON BLACKLEY WORTH 

           AKA JAMES J. B. WORTH 
23401 Sportsman Drive 
Abingdon, VA 24211-5443 

ANCILLARY ADMINISTRATOR: James C. B. Worth 
601 Kelly Green Street 
Oviedo, FL 32765-8989 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on August 12, 2024. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
8/15/2c 

 
IN THE FAMILY COURT  

OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
 

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME 

FROM: Gavin Micheal Harrison 
TO: Cameron Marie Harrison 
 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION  
CHANGE OF NAME PROCEEDING  

Notice is hereby given that on the 17th day of September 2024 at 
10:30 o’clock a.m. at Family Court, 818 C 10th Avenue, Marlinton, 
WV, on said day or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, 
before the Honorable Joyce H. Carpenter, the Petitioner, Gavin Har-
rison, will apply by petition to the Family Court of Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said Court, chang-
ing their name from Gavin Micheal to Cameron Marie, at which time 
and place any interested party may appear and be heard if they so 
desire. 

You are hereby notified that his matter may be rescheduled with-
out further notice or publication. 

A copy of said petition can be obtained from Clerk of the Cir-
cuit/Family Court, Connie M. Carr, at her office at 900 D 10th Av-
enue, Marlinton, West Virginia, 24954. 

Dated this 15th day of August 2024. 
Gavin Harrison 

Pro se Petitioner 
8/22/1c 

 
NOTICE 

The Marlinton Town Council will hold the third and final reading of 
an Ordinance Prohibiting the Use of Recreational Vehicles and Tents 
as Permanent Dwellings on Monday, September 9, 2024 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Marlinton Municipal Building Auditorium.   
The proposed ordinance is available to the public at the Town Hall 

Office, Marlinton Municipal Building, 709 Second Avenue, Marlin-
ton, WV  24954 Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 Interested parties may appear at the meeting to be heard with re-
spect to the proposed ordinance.  

Mary K. Clendenen 
Recorder, Town of Marlinton 

8/22/c
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

TOWN OF MARLINTON 
Positions Available 
Housing Authority 

The Town of Marlinton is reorganizing its Housing Authority. 
Appointments will be for rotating terms of one to five years. 
Residents of the Town of Marlinton, who are registered voters, 

are eligible to apply. 
Persons interested in serving on the Authority are urged to  

submit a letter of interest to:  
Marlinton Town Office 
 709 Second Avenue 
Marlinton, WV 24954 

Letters of interest will be accepted until 4 p.m. Friday,              
August 30. 

Town of Marlinton 
8/15/2c 

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia                
Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the 
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed             
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  OCTOBER 8, 2024 10:00 
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project (s): 

CALL: 004; CONTRACT: 2023380023; STATE PROJECT: 
S338-250-5.03 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: STBG-0250(310)D; 
DESCRIPTION: CONTWRKTYP; DESCRIPTION: LITTLE 
RIVER BRIDGE - THORNWOOD, MIDPOINT OF PROJECT; 
COUNTY: POCAHONTAS 

DBE GOAL: 5% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER 
MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL 
ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.  

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be              
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in                  
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must 
include one of the following forms properly executed with each 
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified 
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project          
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of               
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on www.bidx.com 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively              
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this                  
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,                
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
8/22/2c

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia                
Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the 
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed             
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  OCTOBER 8, 2024 10:00 
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project (s): 

CALL: 003; CONTRACT: 2023380021; STATE PROJECT: 
S338-92-10.80 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: STBG-0092(134)D; 
DESCRIPTION: CONTWRKTYP MINNEHAHA SPRINGS - 
SUNSET ROAD, START OF PROJECT; COUNTY: POCAHON-
TAS. 

DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER 
MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL 
ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.  

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be              
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in                  
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must 
include one of the following forms properly executed with each 
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified 
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project          
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of               
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on www.bidx.com 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively              
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this                  
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,                
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
8/15/2c

Interim for Board of Education Vacancy 
 
The Pocahontas County Board of Education is seeking a 

permanent resident from the central or northern district of 
Pocahontas County to fill the recently vacated seat as an in-
terim. 

The term will be effective from September 3, 2024, until the 
canvassing is concluded from the November 5, 2024 election.  

Interested residents must email or call Lynne Bostic, Su-
perintendent, no later than noon Tuesday, August 27, and ap-
plicants must be available for possible interviews Thursday, 
August 29, beginning at 4 p.m. Email: lbostic@k12.wv.us; Phone:  
304-799-5023. 

Eligibility requirements for county board members can be 
found in WV Code 18-5-1a. 

8/22/1c 

Public Notice 
Invitation for Bids 

The Town of Marlinton (Town) located in Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, seeks sealed bids from properly qual-
ified general contractors for demolition and removal of cer-
tain structures located within the corporate limits of the 
Town.  

This is a DEP Grant paid project. 
Bids for the Project will be received at the Town of Marlinton 

Town Hall located at 709 Second Avenue, Marlinton, West Vir-
ginia, until Monday, September 9, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. local time. 
At that time the bids will be publicly opened and read. 

 
The Project includes the following Work: 

Demolition and removal of structures located at: 
278 Greenbrier Hill, Marlinton, WV; 
813 Y 8th Street, Marlinton, WV; 
814 10th Avenue, Marlinton, WV; 
18114 Seneca Trial, Marlinton, WV; 
264 Stony Creek Road, Marlinton, WV; 
193 4th Avenue, Marlinton, WV; and 
704 Moses Avenue, Marlinton, WV. 

 
Debris from demolition of the aforesaid structures shall be re-

moved and properly disposed of in an approved landfill in Green-
brier County, West Virginia. 

Copies of the bid documents, including asbestos certifications, 
are available for review between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at the Town of Marlinton Town Hall lo-
cated at 709 Second Avenue, Marlinton, West Virginia.  Site vis-
its may be scheduled by contacting Bruce Van Meter, Town of 
Marlinton Building Inspector, at 304-799-4315 or Brucebuildin-
ginspector@ gmail.com 

Contractor must be fully and properly licensed to operate in 
West Virginia, and provide proof thereof, at the time of bid sub-
mittal. 

Sealed bids are due by 2 p.m. local time Monday, September 
9, 2024.  

Bids may be delivered by hand or parcel service to Town of 
Marlinton Town Hall located at 709 Second Avenue, Marlinton, 
West Virginia 24954.  

Submittals received after 2 p.m.  on September 9, 2024 will re-
ceive no consideration.  

The Town requires that bids be guaranteed for a minimum of 
sixty (60) days.  No verbal, facsimile, or email bids will be ac-
cepted.  

The Town will make a good faith effort to make a decision 
within thirty (30) days of bid receipt.   

Upon review of the bids, the Town may award the project to 
the Lowest Qualified Responsible Bidder. The Town reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, or waive any informality in the bid-
ding. 

8/22/2c 

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
MARLINTON TOWN COUNCIL 

The Marlinton Town Council is accepting applications to 
fill the vacant Town Council seat of Roger Trusler.   

Applicants must be a full-time resident of the Town of Marlin-
ton and must be registered to vote.   

Written applications must be submitted to the Marlinton 
Town Office, 709 Second Avenue, Marlinton, WV  24954 by 
4:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 3, 2024.   

For more information, contact the Town Office at 304-799-4315 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Town of Marlinton 
8/22/1c

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia          
Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the 
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed            
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  OCOTBER 8, 2024 10:00 
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project (s): 

CALL: 008; CONTRACT: 2023380022; STATE PROJECT: 
S338-219-26.50 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: NHS-0219(420)D; 
DESCRIPTION:CONTWRKTYP: SCENIC HIGHWAY - LAKE 
REED ROAD-MIDPOINT OF PROJECT; COUNTY: POCA-
HONTAS. 

DBE GOAL: 8% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER 
MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL 
ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.  

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be             
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in       
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must 
include one of the following forms properly executed with each 
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified 
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project          
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of         
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on www.bidx.com 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively           
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this         
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,           
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
8/22/2c



managed to contact all their 
former students and have re-
ported that they are either 
seeking higher education or 
are employed. 

“That is a huge positive,” 
she said. “It’s hard to track 
these students down.” 

On the bad side, Tritapoe 
said the special education 
department is in trouble with 
the state department of edu-
cation with transition on the 
IEP students. 

“I did receive the informa-
tion from the state depart-
ment and we’re not in 
compliance,” she said. “We 
have a couple IEPs that they 
have been checking that 
have been out of compliance 
for three years. It is pretty se-
rious.” 

Tritapoe said she is in con-
stant contact with the state 
department employee who 
focuses on transition to cor-
rect this issue. 

“All of the secondary spe-
cial ed teachers have a cor-
rective action plan,” she said. 

Tritapoe added that she 
will be attending a data sum-
mit in Morgantown in Sep-
tember to develop a plan for 
Pocahontas County to cor-
rect this issue, as well. 

When the board reached 
the portion of the agenda for 
personnel, it pulled an item 
to be discussed separately. 
The item was creation of po-
sition for a preschool teacher 
at School Days Child Care 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year. 

All boards of education 
are required by state law to 
collaborate with 50 percent 
of the private preschools in 
their counties. In Pocahontas 
County, School Days is the 
preschool it has worked with 
for years. 

In the past, the board has 
provided funding for the pre-
school students, including 
meals, and School Days 
hires the teacher. This year, 
however, Tritapoe said 
School Days requested the 
board hire the teacher. 

During the discussion, the 
board went back and forth on 
the implications of hiring a 
teacher instead of providing 
the funding it usually does. 

Board member Morgan 
McComb said he couldn’t 
justify hiring a teacher for 
just five kids who are en-
rolled at School Days. He 
suggested that either those 
students look at one of the 
other preschools in the 
county or more students be 
asked to attend School Days. 

Tritapoe said she did 
speak to the parents of the 
five students enrolled at 
School Days and asked if 
they would be willing to 
send their children to Hills-
boro Elementary School. 
She said two families said 
they would consider it. 

By law, the board has to 
let the parents choose which 

preschool they would prefer 
their children to attend. If the 
first choice is full, the parent 
is then asked to have their 
child go to the second 
choice. 

After the discussion, the 
board voted on the item as 
written, to create a position 
for a preschool teacher at 
School Days Child Care. The 
vote ended in a stalemate 
with two for and two against. 

Board member Sue Hol-
landsworth made a motion to 
hire a teacher if there were 
enough students to justify 
the position. The motion 
died due to the lack of a sec-
ond. 

McComb then made a mo-
tion to not supply a teacher. 
This too died for lack of a 
second. 

With the discussion reach-
ing an end and no board 
member willing to budge on 
their votes, the item ended 
with the stalemate vote. 

In miscellaneous manage-
ment, the board approved: 

• Memorandum of Agree-
ment between Pocahontas 
County Schools and the 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe 
Academy (MCA) to imple-
ment a system to create tran-
scripts through WVEIS and 
grant high school diplomas 
for students who success-
fully complete MCA. 

•  Partnership between 
Pocahontas County Parks 
and Recreation and the Poc-
ahontas County Board of Ed-
ucation regarding the use 
and funding of the Wellness 
Center, effective July 1 
through June 30, 2025. 

• Agreement with the West 
Virginia Secondary Schools 
Activities Commission and 
Green Bank Middle School 
and Marlinton Middle 
School to enter into a coop-
erative agreement to estab-
lish one Pocahontas County 
Middle School football 
team. 

• Contract between Poca-
hontas County Board of Ed-
ucation and Carrie Bowers 
– Impact Learning Services 
– to provide services for deaf 
and hard of hearing students 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year per the terms of the con-
tract. 

• Day field trip to Marshall 
University in Huntington, of 
a group of CTE students to 
visit the campus and have 
program tour on August 27, 
with faculty members ac-
companying students. 

• Contract between Poca-
hontas County Board of Ed-
ucation and Diamond J. 
Heating and Cooling, LLC 
to provide HVAC repair 
services to school buildings, 
as needed, at $65 per hour, 
up to $5,000, retroactive to 
July 1, through June 30, 
2025. 

• Groundwater Protection 
Plan for Small Business. 

• Update to the Crisis 
Management Plan for the 
2024-2025 school year. 

• Enter into an independ-
ent contract with Jeff Wayne 
as water operator at Green 

Bank Elementary-Middle 
School at $50 per hour, one 
hour per week, or as needed, 
retroactive to July 1, through 
June 30, 2025. 

• Purchase two new 2026 
International Next Genera-
tion diesel powered 78-pas-
senger conventional school 
bus for Pocahontas County 
Schools at $269,000. One 
bus will be special needs 
equipped with wheelchair 
life. 

• School Support Organi-
zations for Fundraisers and 
School Based Fundraisers 
for 2024-2025. 

• Pocahontas County High 
School AP courses for the 
2024-2025 school year: AP 
Calculus, AP Computer Sci-
ence Applications, AP 
Physics and AP Spanish. 

• Pocahontas County High 
School Dual Credit courses 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year: college algebra, college 
statistics, college English 
101, college English 102, in-
troduction to surveying, col-
lege communications, coll- 
ege psychology, college so-
ciology, anatomy, computer 
applications I, digital imag-
ing, desktop publishing, in-
troduction to education in 
the classroom, introduction 
to child development, intro-
duction to educational psy-
chology and introduction to 
social, emotional and behav-
ioral wellness. 

In personnel management, 
the board approved: 

• Employment of Teresa 
Kloeker as special educa-
tion/classroom/bus aide at 
Green Bank Elementary-
Middle School, effective for 
the 2024-2025 school year, 
at state basic pay for 200 
days. 

• Employment of Paulena 
Schoolcraft as special edu-
cation /classroom /bus aide       
at Hillsboro Elementary 
School, effective for the 
2024-2025 school year, at 
state basic pay for 200 days. 

•  Requested transfer of 
Jessica McLaughlin Jones as 
teacher of special education 
– multi-categorical/autism at 
Marlinton Middle School to 
teacher of special education 
– multi-categorical/autism   
at Hillsboro Elementary 
School, effective for the 
2024-2025 school year, at 
state basic pay for 200 days. 

• Employment of Emily 
Trail as teacher of fifth grade 
at Marlinton Elementary 
School, effective for the 
2024-2025 school year, at 
state basic pay for 200 days. 

• Requested transfer of 
Tina Tracey as teacher of 
special education –  multi-
categorical/autism at Hills-
boro Elementary School to 
teacher of special education 
– multi-categorical/autism, 
at Marlinton Elementary 
School for the 2024-2025 
school year, at state basic 
pay for 200 days. 

•  Resignation of Felicia 
Smith as special education/ 
classroom/bus aide at Mar-
linton Middle School, effec-
tive August 1. 

• Requested transfer of 
Haley Cummins as ECCAT 
special education/classroom/ 
bus aide at Marlinton Ele-
mentary to special educa-
tion/classroom/bus aide at 
Marlinton Middle School, 
effective for the 2024-2025 
school year, at state basic 
pay for 200 days. 

•  Requested transfer of 
Jeanette Wagner from Com-
munities in Schools coordi-
nator at Marlinton Elemen- 
tary School to special educa-
tion teacher – multi-categor-
ial/autism, at Marlinton 
Middle School, effective for 
the 2024-2025 school year, 
at state basic pay for 200 
days. 

• Amended start date of 
Nicole Rose-Taylor to July 
30, as principal at Pocahon-
tas County High School, ef-
fective for the 2024-2025 
school year, at state basic 
pay for 240 days. 

•  Employment of Lisa 
Bennet as special educa-
tion/classroom/bus aide at 
Pocahontas County High 
School, effective for the 
2024-2025 school year, at 
state basic pay for 200 days. 

• Employment of Bridget 
Koerber as head cheerlead-
ing coach at Pocahontas 
County High School, effec-
tive for the 2024-2025 
school year, at a supplement 
of $1,500. 

• Abolishment of position 
half-time physical educa-
tion/health position at Poca-
hontas County High School. 

• Employment of Abbey 
Cox as teacher of alternative 
education/interventionist at 
Marlinton Middle School 
and Green Bank Elementary-
Middle School, effective for 
the 2024-2025 school year, 
at state basic pay for 200 
days. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as supervisory aides, 
effective for the 2024-2025 
school year: Amber R. Arbo-
gast, Susan M. Armstrong, 
Tonja S. Armstrong, Kim-
berly Beverage, Katie Broce, 
Dottie Chestnut, Sarah 
Cover, Haley Cummins, Re-
becca A. Davis, Tabatha 
Ellis, Carrie L. Hickman, 
Renee Hill, Karrie B. Jack, 
Cynthia Landis, Tabeatha 
McCoy, Jessica Oxier, Car-
olyn Pennington, Tammy 
Rider and Tiffany Wayne. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute aides for 
Pocahontas County Schools, 
at state basic service person-
nel salary, for the 2024-2025 
school year, as needed: Som-
mer Hickman, Elizabeth 
Hefner, Whitney Beverage, 
Billie Haymond, Priscilla 
Shoemaker, Natasha Trainer, 
Hannah Jordan, Teresa Rhea, 
Ashli Diller, Dawn Brewster, 
Harriet Faulknier, Maxine 
Solliday, Sharon Owens and 
Olivia Kessling. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute cooks 
for Pocahontas County 
Schools, at state basic serv-
ice personnel salary, for the 
2024-2025 school year, as 
needed: Laurie Corbin, San-

dra McCarty, Holly Bever-
age, Billie Haymond, Pippi 
Miller, Michael Scandalis 
and Whitney Beverage. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute custodi-
ans for Pocahontas County 
Schools, at state basic serv-
ice personnel salary, for the 
2024-2025 school year, as 
needed: Roger D. Irvine, 
Timothy Wade, Billie Hay-
mond and Michael Scan-
dalis. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute school 
bus operators for Pocahontas 
County Schools, at state 
basic service personnel 
salary, for the 2024-2025 
school year, as needed: 
Kevin Thompson, Donald 
McNeel, Kenneth “Buster” 
Varner, Michael Murphy, 
Jimmie Ryder and emer-
gency use only  – Jamie 
Walker, Justin Taylor and 
James Chaney. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute secre-
taries/accountants for Poca- 
hontas County Schools, at 
state basic service personnel 
salary, for the 2024-2025 
school year, as needed: Staci 
Jo Keffer, Joann V. Estep, 
Susan Ray, Teresa Rhea, Bil-
lie Haymond, Sharon 
Owens, Deborah Miller, 
Harriet Faulknier, Barbara 
Anderson and Whitney Bev-
erage. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute mainte-
nance for Pocahontas 
County Schools, at state 
basic service personnel 
salary, for the 204-2025 
school year, as needed: 
Roger D. Irvine, Timothy 
Wade and Shawn Ervine. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute me-
chanic for Pocahontas 
County Schools, at state 
basic service personnel 
salary, for the 2024-2025 
school year, as needed, 
emergency use only: Jamie 
Walker. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute teachers 
for Pocahontas County 
Schools, at state basic pro-
fessional salary, based on de-
gree and experience, for the 
2024-2025 school year, as 
needed: Susan M. Arbogast, 
Shannon G. Arbogast, Tara 
L. Bauserman, Kenneth E. 
Beezley, P. Erwin Berry IV, 
Kay E. Blackshire, Ross D. 
Boggs, Thomas W. Boothe, 
Dawn G. Brewster, Logan A. 
Davis, Lisa M. Dennison, 
Thomas K. Dennison, Staci 
Jo Keffer Dunn, Earl D. 
Friel, Maria L. Hall, Gregory 
W. Hamons, Elizabeth R. 
Hefner, David T. Holcomb, 
Deborah A. Irvine, Kathy M. 
Irvine, Cheryl R. Jonese, Jan 
R. Jonese, Judith A. Kane, 
Bridget Koerber, Summer R. 
Martin, Emily K. McLaugh-
lin, Jay V. Miller, David L. 
Moore, Jr., Karen R. Mur-
phy, Alyssa L. Nottingham, 
Jonathan B. Perkins, Patricia 

L. Plaugher, Ronald A. 
Plaugher, Susan L. Ray, 
Teresa E. Rhea, Lucy M. Rit-
tenhouse, Shannon L. Ritten-
house, Nicole L. Sattler, 
Dorthie I. Shamblin, Drema 
L. Sharp, Virginia L. Shaw, 
Elaine J. Sheets, Robert A. 
Sheets, Sharla G. Sherman, 
Stephen T. Simmons, 
Christina Smith, Maxine A. 
Solliday Susan K. Streisel, 
Jessica N. Taylor, June A. 
Taylor, Tracey L. Valach, 
Karen A. Vandevender, Ale-
sia M. Wayne, Michelle D. 
Wilfong, Katherine A. Work-
man, Christina O. Young and 
Roseanne T. Zeni. Emer-
gency use only: Shannon 
Barkley-Bircher and Sarah 
E. Hamilton. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing as substitute profes-
sionals for Pocahontas 
County Schools, at state 
basic professional salary, 
based on degree and experi-
ence, for the 2024-2025 
school year, as needed: Ruth 
Bland. 

• Employment of the fol-
lowing coaches for Pocahon-
tas County Schools, effective 
for the 2024-2025 season, at 
the supplement indicated. All 
positions are contingent 
upon proper certification 
and/or licensure and suffi-
cient number of players to 
make a team. 

– Chasity Taylor, athletic 
director, $5,000 

– Doug Burns, head foot-
ball coach, $3,000 

– Matt Buzzard, assistant 
football coach, $750 

– Fred Koerber, assistant 
football coach, $750 

– Nevin Lucabaugh, Seth 
Doss, Dennis Wilfong and 
Aaron Pugh, volunteer foot-
ball coaches 

– Kyle Graae, seventh and 
eighth grade football, $1,125 

– Shannon Arbogast, head 
girls soccer coach, $2,250 

– Justin Dilley, head boys 
soccer coach, $2,250 

–  Tim McClung, head 
girls basketball coach, 
$2,475 

–  John Snyder, assistant 
girls basketball coach, $750 

– Natasha Trainer, head 
softball coach, $1,125 

– Brandon Hamons, head 
baseball coach, $1,125 

– Davis Moore, volunteer 
head golf coach 

– E. Douglas Friel, volun-
teer assistant golf coach 

– Melissa Jordan, GBEMS 
co-athletic director, $375 

–  Chloe Schaffner, 
GBEMS co-athletic director, 
$375 

– Nebraska Scotchie, 
MMS athletic director, $750 

–  Corey McNabb, MMS 
girls head basketball coach, 
$1,125 

– Jessica McNabb, volun-
teer MMS girls assistant bas-
ketball coach 

– Chris Sutton, GBEMS 
boys head basketball coach, 
$1,125 

 

 
WAnTED TO BUY 

 
WAnTED TO BUY - Maytag 
wringer washers. Any condition. 
304-698-9612. 8/22/4p 

 
WAnTED TO BUY - Land adja-
cent to the Greenbrier River and 
River Trail, developed or undevel-
oped.  No more than 1/3 should       
be floodplain. Contact Dave at 540-
910-0366. 8/8/11p 

 
WAnTED TO BUY - Rock root, 
Black Cohosh, Goldenseal (tops), 
Bloodroot, and all other roots. Jesse 
Sams, 304-645-4047 or (cell) 304-
667-6398. 8/1/5p 

 
FOR REnT 

 
OFFICE FOR REnT -  520 Curry 
Street, Marlinton. $750/month. 304-
799-6243. 8/15/4c 

 
HELP WAnTED  

 
HELP WAnTED - Automotive/ 
small engine repair technician. 
Needs own tools. Call Fred at 304-
653-4988. 8/8/3c 

 
HELP WAnTED - Looking for a 
Correctional Officer job? Testing 
will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on 
a daily basis. Interested parties 
should contact Human Resources           
at the facility at 304-653-4201              
to schedule an appointment.                       

1/19/tfnc 
 

SERVICES 
 

TTC Handyman. All home remod-
eling and repair. All lawn service, 
landscaping, backhoe, garden till-
ing, leaf removal, mulching, power 
washing. Any odd jobs, give us a 
call. 304-992-9866. Fully licensed 
and insured. 8/1/tfnp 

 
YARD SALE 

 
YARD SALE - Doss residence, 

2573 Brownsburg Road, Marlinton. 
Friday and Saturday, August 23 and 
24, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Women’s cloth-
ing, purses, assorted household 
items, furniture and miscellaneous. 
Not responsible for accidents.  

8/22/1p 
 

YARD SALE - Friday and Satur-
day, August 30 and 31, 9 a.m. to       
4 p.m. each day, 316 Lake St., Mar-
linton. Follow signs. Little bit of 
everything. 8/22/2nc 

BOE, from 
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For all your agricultural needs 
P. Bradley & Sons 
www.pbradleyonline.com 

540-434-2352 
2955 John Wayland Hwy., Dayton, VA 22821

Come  see us at the Highland County Fair!New River 
�TRADING� 

newrivertradingllc.com • 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651 
WVMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM • Find us on Facebook 

1-855-440-SENG 
BUYING GINSENG, 

ROOTS AND HERBS 
Starting Friday, Aug. 30, 3:30 - 5: 30 p.m    

at Pocahontas IGA, Marlinton 
Ginseng      Wet: Sept 1/Dry: Sept 15 
Black Cohash         Wet: $165             Dry: $600 
Golden Seal           Wet: $800            Dry: $3000 

Stone Root             Wet: $140             Dry: $550 
Wild Yam                                             Dry: $600 

plus many other herbs

Canning Supplies 
in stock 

BUCKEYE HARDWARE  
Rt. 219, Buckeye   304-799-0860 

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Sun. Noon - 2 p.m.

•Jars and lids 
in stock 

•Pickling  
supplies 

•Dehydrators

NOW HIRING CARPENTERS AND           
EXPERIENCED HANDYMEN AT SNOWSHOE 

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., non-negotiable. 
Must have dependable vehicle. We are a new, small 
husband-and-wife company managing properties 
and doing full condo remodels at Snowshoe. Atten-
tion to detail is a must. Starting pay is $18/hour. Pay 
raises will be given based on experience, competency 
and reliability. Performance evaluations at 30 and 60 
days. Please do not apply if you don’t have all-weather 
year-round transportation or are not interested in a five-
day work week.   

Call Carlton Guffey, 304-642-5039, for  
more information if interested.

GUFFEY  
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
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In this production, his 
character, Mike Francisco, a 
wise guy turned theatrical 
producer, is larger and more 
central to the story line than 
anything he has done before. 
He is not only having to 
master the cadences of Ital-
ian mob speak, but also a 
ghastly laugh that strikes 
fear in the hearts of men. Al-
though his character is ad-
mittedly not the best of guys, 
Curry believes Mike is doing 
things he thinks he has to do.   

Curry is impressed by the 
professionalism of his fellow 
cast members and feels he 
really needs to up his game 
with this group.  

“That laugh is the thing 
that is turning my head,” he 
laughs. “If I do it right, it 
might be a real confidence 
booster in the future.” 

Unlike Curry, Joe Miller 
had not been in a play since 
he was eight years old and he 
had no aspiration to become 
an actor. In fact, he was so 
impressed after attending 
last year’s Drama Workshop 
production of The Cocktail 
Hour, he approached director 
Margaret Baker and offered 
to help in any way with fu-
ture productions except 
being on stage.  

“This group has existed 
for 25 years, and I wanted to 
be sure it kept going,” Miller 
explained. 

Miller obviously had not 
heard of Baker’s legendary 
ability to talk people into au-
ditioning. In Breaking Legs, 
he plays Frankie Salvucci, 
whose inability to pay his 
debts gets him in a spot of 
bother with his fellow mob-
sters. He says he is enjoying 
the experience, even though 
acting is outside his comfort 
zone. 

“Given that I hadn’t done 
any theater before, I had no 
expectations going in,” he 
said. “It’s been a giant learn-
ing experience. For much of 
my life, I have gone to plays 
and enjoyed watching TV, so 

I had a sense of what was 
good acting and what was-
n’t, but I didn’t know how it 
happened. It has been inter-
esting to see how Margaret 
evokes different reactions 
and tweaks scenes. “ 

Unfortunately, Miller does 
not find any redeeming traits 
in his character.   

“He a terrible guy—kind 
of cocky and racist—a horri-
ble dude,” he confesses.  “He 
doesn’t live up to his obliga-
tions and gets in over his 
head. As written, he is not 
very sympathetic.”  

Nevertheless, Miller has 
embraced playing a charac-
ter so unlike himself, and he 
believes anyone who has 
ever seen a gangster film 
will enjoy this fun and funny 
romp. 

Breaking Legs will be per-
formed at the Pocahontas 

County Opera House Friday 
and Saturday, September 20 
and 21, at 7:30 p.m. each 
night. Language may not be 
appropriate for all ages. PG 
13. 
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304-636-7732
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net 

©2024 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in U.S.A. only between July 1, 2024 to August 
31, 2024 . The conditions may vary depending on your location and this offer is subject to termination or change at any time without notice. This offer is not refundable, exchangeable or transferable (including from dealership to another), cannot be 
redeemed for cash, credit or other products of equivalent value. Null where prohibited by law. Until supplies last. † Rebate up to $1,500 on eligible models: Consumers who purchase an eligible model during the promotional period are eligible to up to a 
$1,500 rebate. Eligible units are new and unused 2024 Can-Am Commander 1000, Defender HD9 and HD10. models. Other Can-Am models may qualify for other rebates, see local dealers for details. †† Rates as low as 1.99% APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) for 36 months: Eligible units are all new and unused 2024 Can-Am models, excluding Defender CAB and Youth models. Rates as low as 1.99% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-
month term at a 1.99% APR rate: $28.64 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $2,160 down, no rebate, an APR of 1.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of $21,599 is $556.70/mo. Total cost of borrowing $602.14 with a total 
repayment obligation of $20,041.24. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. Minimum and Maximum Amount Financed may vary. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Other 
qualifications and restrictions may apply, depending on the participating financial institution(s). BRP is not responsible for any of the financing terms and conditions. Offer subject to change without notice. Financing promotions void where prohibited. See 
your BRP dealer for details. BRP recommends that all ATV-SSV drivers take a training course. See your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887 (USA) or the Canadian Safety Council at 1-613-739-1535 (Canada). ATV and SSV can be 
hazardous to operate. Never exceed the ATV-SSV’s passenger capacity. All adult model ATV are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Carefully read the vehicle’s operator’s guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe 
applicable laws and regulations. ATV and SSV are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember 
that riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.brp.com.

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

In a hurry? Use our drive-through  service window! 

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

Wishing all students, teachers and staff  
a healthy and safe school year!

Download our App!

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Come check out what we have to offer! 

20% OFF*  
to Pocahontas County teachers 

and school staff on front end         
or coffee shop purchases             

*expires 8/31/24. Excludes prescriptions,                   
           gift card and already discounted items.

• From oil changes to 
complete rebuilds 

• Computer               
diagnostics for           

John Deere and other 
select brands 

ON-SITE REPAIR  
Now offering  

in-field:  
• Belt Splicing 

• AC Repair 
• Diagnostics 

540-815-8159 

On-site           
Solutions        

for Smooth       
Operations

Hillsboro -  
Call to schedule!

The Pocahontas Times will be closed Monday, September 2,  
in observance of Labor Day. 

Early deadline for the September 5 edition is Friday, August 30, at 3 p.m.

With the new scam and 
scheme initiatives, the IRS, 
states and the private sector 
will work to put in place new 
protections by filing season 
2025. The combined effort is 
particularly important be-
cause the group has seen in-
stances where scammers 
look for weak points in gov-
ernment systems and the pri-
vate sector to exploit. The 
combined effort will im-
prove defenses across both 
the private and public sector 
with a goal of making it 
more difficult for scammers 
to slip improper or false tax 
returns through the sys-
tem.                 

The group will also work 
to make long-term structural 
changes to fundamentally 

improve the ability to iden-
tify and stop scams. This in-
cludes working to improve 
EFIN and PTIN validation 
and new steps to combat 
“ghost preparers,” who pre-
pare tax returns for a fee and 
do not in any way sign a tax 
return or disclose their role 

on the tax return as the pre-
parer. In many cases, these 
are inflated tax refunds that 
lead to millions in revenue 
loss and add risk for taxpay-
ers who file potentially im-
proper claims with only the 
individual’s name associated 
with the tax return.

IRS, from 
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wide to recognize and accept 
Digital Title transactions.  

The process of educating 
the country on the use of 
Digital Titles and evaluating 
their usability starts now. 
Frazier continues, “We are 
launching an educational 
campaign to ensure that 
every motor vehicle admin-
istrator across the country is 
familiar with and knows 
how to transact using the 
West Virginia Digital Title. 
We will be talking about it 
with motor vehicle adminis-
trators at their conferences 
and in their newsletters, and 

we will continue to work 
closely with our partners in 
industry. As other states 
move in this same direction, 
it is imperative that we sup-
port one another.  It is with 
this support that we’ll suc-
cessfully bring the Digital 
Title to the market.” 

West Virginia DMV 
joined with DDI Technology 
(DDI), a leading automotive 
title management firm and a 
subsidiary of IAA Holdings, 
LLC (IAA), a leading global 
digital marketplace, connect-
ing vehicle buyers and sell-
ers, to begin a nationwide 
pilot of the technology. DDI 
tested a limited number of 
Digital Title and printed ver-
sions of the WV Digital Title 
transactions throughout the 

US, using the tools created 
for West Virginia to support 
that process. 

According to Kevin Park, 
Government Affairs and In-
dustry Relations Manager of 
Insurance Auto Auctions at 
DDI, “This was a hypercare 
pilot, where we engaged 
with our partners to guide 
the Digital Title transactions 
through the entire process. 
We demonstrated usability, 
proved the verification tools, 
and validated the end-to-end 
security of the program.” 

More information on the 
program, the related tech-
nologies and system security 
can be found at https://trans 
portation.wv.gov/dmv/Pages
/default.aspx

Title, from 
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Brock, who also showed a 
pig, chose to do his project 
about the inner workings of 
a pig, illustrated with lots 
and lots of candy. 

When it came time to 
make the project, Brock, 
with the help of his mom, 
Nicole, looked up ideas on 
Pinterest and found an ex-
ample of the candy pig. 

“We just saw a picture and 
we bought all kinds of 
candy,” Brock said. “We 
used that as body parts.” 

“It was actually better than 
the one we were looking at 
so it wasn’t a Pinterest fail,” 
Nicole added, laughing. “We 
had a good time with it. That 
was the first project he’s ever 
done, so now we’re like, 
‘how are we going to top that 
one.’” 

While making the candy 
pig, Brock admitted it was 
hard to avoid eating some of 
the candy in the process. 

“A lot of the candy was 
good,” he said. 

Although their 4-H careers 
started out differently, 
Valach and Brock both agree 
on one thing, well two things 
– camp is their favorite part 
of being 4-Hers, and it was 

exciting to win Best in Show 
for their projects. 

“Camp’s really fun to be 
with a bunch of kids who are 
one, your age, and two, are 
experiencing the same 
thing,” Valach said. “I think 
that’s my favorite part. 
That’s my favorite week of 
summer.” 

“I like camp probably the 
most,” Brock said. 

Valach is such a huge fan 
of 4-H that she has recruited 
several of her friends to join. 

“They’ve all had a great 
time, and they all said they 
were coming back next 
year,” she said. 

Valach is the daughter of 
Mikey and Tracey Valach, of 
Snowshoe; and Brock is the 
son of Damon and Nicole 
rock, of Dunmore. 

Other 4-Hers who entered 
exhibits at the State Fair 
were: Kya Arbogast, Cora 
Baldwin, Grayson Barlow, 
Adalyn Beverage, Madalynn 
Brock, Makiya Burns, 
Parker Burns, Kegan Cal-
houn, Kysor Calhoun, Silas 
Dean, Victor Dean, Amber 
Defibaugh, Brayden Diller, 
Ayla Fanning, Zara Fanning, 
Michael Friel, Khloe Gainer, 
Crickett Gregory, Riley Ha-
mons, Levi Hill, Natalie 
Irvine, Konrad Lowe, Shell-
don Maitland, Cambree 

McLaughlin, Rufus Morgan, 
Amelia Rogers, Sullivan 
Seldomridge, Alayna Sharp, 
Evan Sharp, Savana Sharp, 
Owen Short, Natalie Sisler, 
Jameson Slifer, Eden Smith, 
Abigail Taylor, Luke Taylor, 
Lydia Taylor and Arabella 
Wade. 

Non 4-H members who 
exhibited during the State 
Fair were: Symphony Aiello, 
Madelyn Albaugh, Abigail 
Arbogast, Savannah Barnes, 
Hampton Bennett, Tristan 
Bennett, Marlee Bickford, 
Dominick Blankenship, Jase 
Bryan, Penelope Buzzard, 
Darren Deputy, Elena Friel, 
Tucker Greenleaf, Aiden 
Harrell, Brentley Hazard, 
Kendyl Hummel, Elijah 
Keatley, Aaliyah Lawson, 
Serenity Lycans, Caleb 
Moore, Preston Moore, Tyler 
Pace, Aurora Phillips, Brax-
ton Pugh, Brayden Ray, Bri-
ley Reed, Talleighia 
Reynolds, Olivia Shoe-
maker, Caleb Smith, Selenah 
Smith, Gage Starks, Gaven 
Starks, Abigail Stewart, Jen-
nifer Taylor, Aalina Thomp-
son, Mason Turner, Cameron 
Waugh and Emma Wilfong. 

A list of 4-Hers who 
showed livestock will be in-
cluded in a separate article 
after the 4-H/FFA Livestock 
Show.
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Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54930015

POPES Pocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

WE SERVICE

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
all small engines and most power tools!

 

ROOFING AND     
ROOF REPAIR     

EXPERT 
•Free Roof Inspections 
•30 Years’ Experience 

•Familiar with               
all roof types 

304-642-0334 
rsroofingllc@gmail.com 

• LICENSED • BONDED  
• INSURED 

WV#062157

pocahontastimes.com



Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m. 

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Out-
side Worship and picnic, 3 
p.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville  – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 

St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank  – Worship at 
11 a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton United 
Methodist Church – Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. Parking lot 
service on 90.3 FM radio, or 
join us on Facebook. 

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 

Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Cochran Creek Baptist 

Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Church – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. Wed-
nesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and Wor-
ship 10 a.m.; Preaching and 
Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m. Study of 
Revelation. Evangelistic Ser-
vices Sunday, August 25, 5 
p.m.

why. Those coverages pro-
tect against things that go 
wrong and shield you, the 
consumer, from big-money 
lawsuits on liability issues 
and hassles. 

The contract should list all 
specific work to be done and 
be signed by both parties. 
Barry didn’t get one. If just 
a verbal contract is sug-
gested to speed things up 
and it is an expensive job, in-
sist on a written contract be-
fore any work starts or 
material is purchased. 

 If you are asked to make 
an advance payment for the 
materials, that tells you 
something about the con-
tractor’s cash flow. Often, 
reputable contractors will 
give you a list of what’s 
needed and request that you 
buy the materials from the 
supplier you want. You 
know what you’re getting 
that way. Others include the 
materials in the bill as they 
go because they can buy 
them on their credit account 
at the supplier. 

Inspect the work as it is 
being done or have someone 
experienced in construction 
help you. Ask questions and 
take photos of the work. 
Don’t take it for granted that 
everything is being done 

correctly.   
Stick to the plan. If the 

contractor says, “While I’m 
here, I could do x, y, and z,” 
that could be an expensive 
come-on. Don’t approve 
extra jobs until you’ve seen 
the quality of the contrac-
tor’s work. Consult with 
someone who is knowledge-
able about the necessity for 
the extras. 

When payment is dis-
cussed, make it clear that 
you will not pay the final 
amount until all of the work 
is done completely and as 
agreed upon. Actually, that 
term should be included in 
the contract. Don’t be pres-
sured into paying early, as 
Barry was.   

Also, tough as it was to 
face the hard facts, Barry re-
alized that at this point in his 
life he couldn’t afford the 
costs of employing a good 
contractor and buying qual-
ity materials. Instead, he was 
now thinking seriously of 
finding a smaller place, 
maybe an apartment, with 
fewer responsibilities and 
expenses. He would save 
money in the process and de-
crease his worries, too. 

For West Virginians aged 
60 and over who have issues 
with a contractor or other 
legal matters, contact West 
Virginia Senior Legal Aid at 
800-229-5068 or  info@    
seniorlegalaid.org

Senior, from 
page 4

Veterinarian

Pritt 
Well Drilling, 

Inc. 
Water Wells 
WV010682  

Drilling since 1938 
304-653-4491  
304-653-4900

Farm ~ Home 
Auto 

L. Jay Kniceley          
Insurance 

Stop by our office! 
818A Tenth Avenue 

Marlinton 

304-799-6243 
For all your insurance 

needs

Painting 

 Insurance  

Restaurant

Construction  Auto Repair                                 Auto Repair                               

Pet Grooming

  Well Drilling                                                                    Well Supplies          

ALL TYPES             
OF HOME               

IMPROVEMENT!  

Burgess  

Construction 
TOP-NOTCH        

CRAFTSMANSHIP AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE! 
LICENSED & INSURED 

304-799-6143 
WV048016

Shipping Solutions

Bryant  
Construction, LLC 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
WV026274 

Specializing in Residential 
and Commercial Construction 

304-799-4399 

Knife Sharpening

Septic Services Mini-Storage

 Excavator

Rt. 219 Buckeye • 304-799-0860 

 Buckeye  
Hardware 
GET WHAT YOU NEED! 

• Hardware • Plumbing    
• Electrical  • Fencing       
• Storage Solutions         
• Lawn and Garden             

• Pet and Livestock Needs 
• U-Haul Rental and more 

Auto Parts           

Parts Store 
• State Inspections • Tires           
• Batteries • Auto Servicing        

• Mechanic on Duty
Open Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - noon   

Durbin • 304-456-4505 

VARNER 

ATV Sales/Service

WV058103  

BACKHOE • DOZER  
GRADER • EXCAVATOR  

DUMP TRUCK  
CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER 

Free Estimates 
Michael Miller 

Spruce Flats Rd., Buckeye 
304-799-2339 • 304-646-6695

Frankford  

Vet Hospital 

MARLINTON  
OFFICE 

410 Second Avenue,  
in Humane Society 

Building 
Mon. 1 - 4 p.m.   

Wed. 9 a.m. - Noon 
304-799-6181 

Julie Gibson, DVM 
Megan Gilmore, DVM 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

TOM’S GARAGE 
1526 UPPER NORTH FORK RD.,               

GREEN BANK 
We have a new supplier and                   

can now do 

COMPLETE EXHAUST                               
SYSTEM SERVICING! 

Give us a call! 

304-456-3445 
Please leave message 

The MUCK 
TRUCK

Septic and Grease Trap Service
Portable Toilet Rental

Competitive pricing!
Fenwick

304-846-4600 • 304-651-2788
WV#2304-1625

BACK
OFF!
We Ain't

Hauling Milk.

Hardware

Rowan  
Well      

Supplies 
 Water well            

pumping systems,  
sales and installation 
304-591-0272 
304-704-3764 

WV004493

ACCOUNTING,         
PAYROLL & SMALL 

BUSINESS HELP 
 All Business Reports and 

Taxes, Personal and          

Corporate Tax Returns             

Notary Public 
30 Years’ Experience 

GILARDI TAX SERVICES 

304-456-4787 
1346 Thornwood Road • Bartow 

gilarditaxservices@live.com

Assisted Living

Septic Tank                     
Installation,             

Repair & Pumping    
Quality Service               

Affordable Rates          
Certified, licensed Installer 

WV#54-93-0015 
VARNER CONSTRUCTION  

DURBIN, WV  
304-456-4505  
304-456-4509 

A-1 Pumping          
         LLC

Home 
Owners

    When was  
the last time 
your septic 
was pumped? 

Pumping your septic tank: 
• Eliminates messy cleanups 
• Avoids costly repairs and   
saves your drain field 

 
www.theouthousewv.com 

Call today!   

304.456.5466

MR. PAINTER
Residential      

and Commercial           
Painting 
Billy Dunz, 

Owner/Operator 
WV048559

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Interior and Exterior Painting 

Power Washing 
Epoxy Garage Flooring 

Phone 304-799-7152 
Cell 304-618-9420 

mrpainter25@frontier.com

Stacy Tawney, DVM  
304-799-6803 

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Large/Small Animals • Farm Calls 
150 Carl McCarty Drive 

4.2 mi. N on Rt. 28 from         
Huntersville intersection  

BUSINESS &           
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Septic Services

Home Furnishings
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furnishings and          
accessories for the 

way you live. 
Showroom and Warehouse 
616 First Avenue,  Marlinton 

304-799-6235 

Furniture

Affordable, Personalized 
Quality Senior Care. 

Private and semi-private rooms. Offering 
physical, occupational and speech therapy. 
Owner and administrator, Denise Campbell, RN 

Contact us for more information: 

304-636-3900 
521 Davis Avenue, Elkins

Accounting/Payroll

Own a small business?  Is growing your business worth $22/month?                           
$66 for three months, plus a free classified  each month.   

SIGN UP TODAY! 304-799-4973  

THE 
KICKIN’ 

CHICKEN 
and MORE!  

 
DINE IN / CARRY OUT 

Roasted Chicken, Soups, Salads, 
Pizza, Burgers Hoagies, Sides & more! 
598 Cass Road, Slatyfork             
across from the Inn at Snowshoe  

304-572-4444 
Tues. - Sat. Noon - 8 p.m. 

Weekly specials on Facebook

Fabric Shop

Insurance for 
Home • Auto • Life 

•Business • Farm  
Retirement Products 

304-799-6303 
1100 10th Ave,. Marlinton

204 Eighth St. Marlinton 
304-992-7355 
www.almostlocalhub.biz

 
 
 

•PACKAGE SHIPPING        
DROP-OFF AND PICKUP 

•B&W AND COLOR COPIES 
•SMALL JOB PRINTING 
•CO-WORKING SPACE                            

TIRES IN STOCK! 
24-Hour Wrecker & 

Rollback Service

F&F  
Service CenterLLC  

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners  

• Tires in stock • State Inspections                          
• 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments 

• General Auto Repair

Rt. 39 Huntersville 

304-799-6431  
Night 304- 799-6079•304-799-7148

 WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? FIND THE RIGHT MATCH HERE!  

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

Donna Nash, Owner/Operator 

304-799-7277 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
SUN. - THURS. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

3099 Browns Creek Rd., Marlinton 
(3 miles north of the Huntersville intersection)

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

 Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins 
304-636-7732 

M-F 9 a.m - 6 p.m. Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net

 

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

New Kits Available!       
Fabrics, patterns, notions, 

batting and backing 
Mon. - Wed. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
805 2nd Ave. Marlinton 

681-318-0767

R&V STORAGE 
SOLUTIONS 
815 Second Avenue 

Marlinton 
17’ x 8’ to 5’ x 5’ units 

Monthly rates. Access 
seven days a week,           

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

304-799-3919

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 

Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          

� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 

�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European
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Calendar, 
from page 4

Dombek said her husband, 
Andy, took Ellie through the 
Puppy Stars and Canine 
Good Citizen classes be-
cause she was the one teach-
ing them. From there, she 
went through the therapy 
dog prep class, which 
Dombek was sure Ellie 
failed. 

While Ellie did exactly 
what she needed to for the 
test – sit, stay, sit up, etc. – 
she didn’t do it for the right 
length of time. Dombek ex-
plained that Ellie would fol-
low the command but 
wouldn’t wait for her to re-
lease her from the command. 

The woman administering 
the test came over to Ellie in 
a wheelchair to test how she 
would be around someone 
with a wheelchair. She com-
manded Ellie to raise up on 
her lap and Ellie eagerly 
obliged, showing a great 
deal of affection to the lady. 

At the end of the training, 
Dombek said she ap-
proached the test lady with a 
worried look and the woman 
asked why. 

“I was like, ‘I know we 
didn’t pass,’ and she said, 
‘you passed,’” Dombek re-
called. “The lady said she 
did everything she was sup-
posed to do, she just didn’t 
do it for as long as you asked 
her to do and she’s a beagle. 
It’s the breed. They’re kind 
of stubborn and headstrong. 

She said, ‘what I was look-
ing at was temperament 
more than anything. Obedi-
ence is important, but tem-
perament is what really 
matters.’ She said, ‘she’s got 
the perfect temperament to 
be a therapy dog.’” 

Ellie not only performed 
several tricks for those in at-
tendance at the libraries, she 
also showed affection and 
her ability to read people’s 
emotions. She was very at-
tentive to everyone – from 
the youngsters who were 
eager to play with her, to the 
adults who were just as eager 
to get her attention. 

Now eight-years-old, Ellie 
continues to wow crowds 
with her talents, as well as 
serve as a therapy dog for 
those who need her sympa-

thy and understanding. 
Dombek said she piloted a 

program with Ellie prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 
which therapy dogs were al-
lowed into the juvenile 
courts. The dogs helped 
nervous juvenile offenders 
during their court hearings 
and Dombek said the judge 
was very supportive of the 
program and noticed that the 
dogs did make a difference. 

Unfortunately, the pro-
gram was halted during the 
pandemic and has yet to be 
reinstated. 

In the meantime, Ellie and 
Dombek continue to spread 
awareness about therapy 
dogs and trick dogs with 
their unique and truly amaz-
ing program.

Ellie, from 
page 3

Travis Taylor 
Contracting, LLC

304-704-1045

Now installing 
Seamless 
Gutters

13616 Back Mountain Road,
Durbin, WV 26264WV055922

Shop 
Locally!



DEATHS 
Claude A. Auldridge, 47, 

of Buckeye; a sawmill em-
ployee and member of the 
Presbyterian Church. Fu-
neral held from the Buckeye 
Presbyterian Church with 
burial in the Kee Cemetery. 

- - - 
Charlie Myers, 84, of 

Green Bank, a pioneer 
woodsman, employee of 
Howes Leather and a retired 
farmer. Funeral service from 
the Durbin Church of the 
Brethren with burial in the 
Arbovale Cemetery. 

- - - 
Robert Keith Judy, Sr., 52, 

of Stephens City, Virginia; 
born at Edray, a son of the 
late James Franklin and 
Lucy P. Hannah Judy. Fu-
neral service from the Rid-
ings Chapel United Metho- 
dist church with burial in 

Shenandoah Memorial Park, 
Winchester, Virginia. 

- - - 
Mrs. Grace J. Moore, 91, 

of Minnehaha Springs, born 
at Doe Hill, Virginia, a 
daughter of the late Dr. and 
Mrs. H. H. Jones. Funeral 
service from the Minnehaha 
Springs United Methodist 
Church with burial in the 
Minnehaha Cemetery. 

- - - 
Mrs. Levva Gray Free-

man, 81, of Durbin, lifelong 
resident and member of the 
Durbin Church of the 
Brethren. Funeral at the 
church with burial in the Ar-
bovale Cemetery. 

 
Humor from the  
Treasure Chest 

Teenagers are people who 
express a burning desire to 
be different by dressing ex-
actly alike. 

Our friend says he finally 
got his lawnmower back 
from his neighbors. He 
bought it at their garage sale. 

High school teacher we 
know wants to switch to ele-
mentary school, so she can 
be sure of getting a parking 
space. 

50, from  
page 7

Welch – John Crago was 
awarded $75 in damages by 
a magistrate court for the 
death of his cow which ate 
800 hotdog buns left in front 
of a bakery. The cow died 
soon after eating the buns. 

 
 
 

BIRTH 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Earl 

Dever, at Minnehaha Springs, 
a daughter. 

 
OBITUARY 

Mrs. Virginia Sharp, 62, 
wife of John Sharp, of Jacox, 
died at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Ethel Sim-
mons, of Hillsboro, July 29, 
1924, after a lingering and 
painful illness of many 
months from a cancerous 

tumor and other ailments... 
On Wednesday afternoon, 

Mrs. Sharp’s earthly remains 
were brought to Hills Cha-
pel, her home church, and 
the funeral was preached by 
Rev. Mr. Hines, of Seebert... 
after which her remains were 
taken to the family grave-
yard nearby and laid to rest 
by the side of her daughter, 
Mattie, who died several 
years ago, in the bloom of 
young womanhood... 
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MARLINTON OFFICE 
304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  
Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
www.property4u.com 

MORE LISTINGS

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your  
minerals can be worth?  
Find out BEFORE you 

lease. Land pools have a 
louder voice! Call us 

TODAY about how you can 
join. wvminerals.com

6673 – Hill Country.  
2-3BR/2BA quality 
built home with base- 
ment on 8.05 acres. 
Quiet country set-
ting. Three bay gar-
age with 10’ RV bay. 
Large garden area. 
Small orchard. – 
$299,000

6672 – Huntersville. 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA 
home on 27+/- roll-
ing acres. Majority is 
woodland with 1.5 
acre pasture. Spacious 
home. – $269,000

6671 – Marlinton. 
3BR/2BA home in 
close proximity to all 
Pocahontas County 
has to offer. Town 
living. Great starter, 
vacation or perma-
nent home. – $92,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6200 – Mill Point. 
105 +/- acres border-
ing Rt. 39 and just 
steps from huge sec-
tion of national for-
est. Nice mountain 
views. Near Cran-
berry Glades and the 
Highland Scenic 
Highway. – $235,000

6664 – Dunmore. 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA 
West Virginia moun-
tain home with large 
covered porch, patio 
and convenient park- 
ing area on 2 acres. 
Just a short drive to 
all area attractions. – 
$289,000

6665 – Elkins. 3-
4BR/2BA home, 
with large cinder-
block garage, con-
crete floor and large 
attic. House needs 
full rehab. As-is. 
Cash sale. – $14,900

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

5175 – Beaver Creek. 
2.03 level to rolling 
acres of woodland. 
Lot 4. Nice building 
sites. Near Watoga 
State Park, Green-
brier River and Trail 
and Knapps Creek. 
Seller wants offers. – 
$24,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6578 – Hillsboro/ 
Mill Point. Lot B8. 
Lovely 3.3 wooded 
acres close to nation-
al forest, Highland 
Scenic Highway, 
Summit Lake, Cran-
berry Glades, Will-
iams and Cherry riv-
ers. – $17,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2020 Chevy 
IMPALA LT 

V6, rear camera, keyless start.  
28 mpg highway. 50,500 miles. 

$18,995

24130A

2021 Subaru 
OUTBACK LIMITED 

Loaded, leather, sunroof,  
heated seats, power liftgate.  

36,100 miles.  

Call Today for Price!

924063

2021 Honda 
HR-V EX 

All wheel drive, fog lights,  
heated seats, sunroof. Clean.  

31 mpg highway. 29,200 miles.  

$23,495

924050 2022 Toyota 
TACOMA TRD 

Off Road, double cab, V6, automatic. 
Clean. Good color. 

$39,995

24154C

2016 Toyota 
HIGHLANDER LIMITED 

All wheel drive, V6,  
third row seating for family trips.  

Loaded. 49,000 miles.  

$25,995

924062 2020 Nissan 
ROGUE SPORT SV 

All wheel drive. XM.  
Brilliant Silver Metallic. 22,000 miles.  

$20,995

25001A

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

MARGARET WORTH, (R), LIBRARIAN at Hillsboro Public Library welcomes 
four year old Alessia Caradonna as the library’s youngest international patron. 
Alessia traveled from Toronto, Canada, to meet her great-great-great Auntie He-
lena Gondry, of historic Droop Mountain. Together they had a magical adventure 
to the library and into a new world of books. H. Gondry photo

TRIVIA ANSWERS: (1). George Wallace (2). Juan (3). J. K. Rowling (4) Agatha 
Christie

Fueling the imagination

Editor;  
I am writing in response to 

last week’s letter to the edi-
tor about Israel. 

Let us not forget Israel’s 
role as a reliable ally and 
partner in the Middle East. 
Until the worst killing of 
Jews since the Holocaust, at-
tacks by Hamas on October 
7th rattled the fragile cease-
fire already in place in a 
fraught region.  

Imagine for a second a 
town near Marlinton invades 
killing everyone in the mid-
dle of the night including 
women and children, taking 
hundreds as hostage, and 
burns their homes. 

Without a doubt Pocahon-
tas County would be up in 
arms – and so too is Israel. 
There is no ceasefire while 
Hamas keeps hostages, some 
of them Americans! 

As far as bombing hospi-
tals, schools, etc., Hamas 
fighters use human shields in 
these places with no regard 
for their own people and this 
is tragic. 

If the hostages were re-
leased, I am sure the vio-
lence would stop. It’s hard to 
have a dialogue with a group 
whose main goal is to kill 
you and destroy your coun-
try. So, Israel must be mili-
tarily strong and tough. 

Until both sides respect 
their neighbors there will be 
no peace. 

A. Rudley 
Renick 

 
Editor, 

In September 2022, I 
learned that the Town of 
Marlinton had purchased the 
piece of property near the 
Greenbrier River on Sixth 
Street directly across from 
my property. I knew that the 
selling price could have a di-
rect affect on me so, I went 
to the county clerk’s office 

and discovered that the town 
did not buy the property.   
The Housing Authority of 
the Town of Marlinton 
bought the property, how-
ever, there was no signature 
from anyone representing 
the Housing Authority. 

To learn more, I read 
through 8 months of Marlin-
ton Town Council minutes 
and could not find any infor-
mation regarding the Town 
Council authorizing the 
Housing Authority to make 
the recent purchase.  I called 
the Marlinton Mayor’s Of-
fice and requested a copy of 
the Housing Authority’s 
meeting agendas and min-
utes over the last 6 months. I 
was told that the Housing 
Authority hadn’t met in 
years, so the documents I 
was requesting didn’t exist. 
All of the terms of any prior 
Housing Authority had ex-
pired.  I requested any infor-
mation that the mayor’s 
office had on file and was 
given a copy of an agenda 
for a meeting on February 7, 
2014.   There were no min-
utes for this meeting.   The 
mayor’s office was able to 
provide the names they have 
on record for the House Au-
thority members whose 
terms are expired:   Fred 
Burns, Jr; Jake Krack; 
Shawn Ervine; JoAnn Eddy; 
John Snyder.  

I took this information to 
the September 2022 Town 
Council meeting and asked 
questions that remain unan-
swered.  

In the meantime there has 
been an up-tick in new struc-
tures and new businesses as 
well as the town receiving a 
grant to help tear down di-
lapidated structures. 

At the August 2024 town 
council meeting, Crystal 
Dean, local developer, was 
on the agenda to discuss the 
current status of the Marlin-
ton Housing Authority. She 
noted that, just as I found 
two years ago, there were no 

current Housing Authority 
documents on file. She also 
presented to the Council a 
list of seven people she be-
lieved are interested in serv-
ing on the authority. Those 
names are Crystal Dean; J.L. 
Clifton; Heather Walton; 
Buck Morrison; Richard 
Gandy; Shelly Dean; Dawn-
etta Evans. Knowing I had 
not seen any call for volun-
teers to serve on the Housing 
Authority, I asked if public 
notification in the media had 
been given to allow citizens 
an opportunity to volunteer.  
After further discussion 
about the importance of the 
Housing Authority, council 
voted to advertise for volun-
teers to serve. Councilman 
Scott Gibb asked me directly 
if I would like my name 
added to the list and I replied 
yes and that I would be 
happy to serve as a volunteer 
on the Marlinton Housing 
Authority. 

Under WV State Code, 
The Housing Authority of 
Marlinton was created in 
1986 by the town council 
and in 2011 they passed a 
resolution giving the housing 
authority the powers, duties 
and authority of the Urban 
Renewal Authority. Visit this 
site to learn more   https:// 
wvleap.wvu.edu/land-banks/ 
urban-renewal-authority 

The Town of Marlinton 
Comprehensive Plan adopt-
ed in 2019 recommends that 
the town and housing au-
thority, who owns many 
properties within the town 
limits, work together to de-
velop a plan for the use of 
these properties that is in the 
best interest of all parties in-
volved.   

If the Housing Authority 
has not met in the past 
decade and has no current 
members, how does it have 
the authority to purchase and 
own property?   

Thank you, 
Caroline Sharp 

Marlinton

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Shrader, of 

Marlinton, a daughter, named Sharon 
Roberta. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Guy Sharp, of 
Huntersville, a daughter, Sharon Rowena. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Lee Rose, of Hills-
boro, a daughter, Patricia Margaret.  

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Mullenax, 
of Boyer, a daughter. 

 
DEATH 

Samuel Peter Landis, aged 70, died at the 
home of his brother, John. On Monday af-
ternoon his body was buried in Indian Draft 
Cemetery, the service being held from the 
church... The deceased was a son of the late 
John H. and Mary Ann Douglas Landis.

75, from page 7
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