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Visit the Green Bank Science Center

Enjoy the Exhibit Hall, tal<e a Tour, shop the Galaxy Gift Shop, then grab
your lunch at the Starhght Cafe.

Join us for Family Science Day — an afternoon of free tours and
activities for all ages! Sunday, September 22, 1-5 p.m.

Open Thursday - Monday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Questions? Call 304-456-2150; ,
or send an email to: visit@gbobservatory.org \

Visit us on the Web: greenbankobservatory.org

Like us on Facebook GREEN BANK
f facebook.com/GreenBankObservatory OBSERVATORY
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Fall into entertainment at the Opera House

Kindred Valley
September 28

ith great excite-
ment and a touch
of nostalgia, the

Pocahontas County Opera
House announces the
grand opening of its 25th
season. To celebrate this
milestone, Kindred Valley,
an immensely talented
indie folk band, will de-
liver a heartwarming per-
formance. Join us Satur-
day September 28, at 7
p-m. for an evening that
promises to be both mem-
orable and magical.
Twenty-five years ago,

Kindred Valley

the Pocahontas County
Opera House began its
journey, enriching the
community with diverse
cultural experiences and
memorable performan-
ces. This special season is
a testament to our com-
mitment to bring world-
class entertainment to the
heart of Pocahontas
County. We invite you to
be a part of this historic
season’s kickoff, savoring
the echoes of the past and
the promise of a vibrant
future.

Kindred Valley began its
journey in 2020 when
three friends with a
shared passion for music

met at Marshall Univer-
sity. Originally known as
Back Row Baptists, Blake
Lacy, Noah Freeman and
Brett McCoy started writ-
ing and recording music
in  Huntington. The
band’s line-up expanded
in 2021 with the addition
of husband-and-wife duo
Rachael and Jadon Hayes
and Kaden Salmons. This
new ensemble catalyzed a
creative surge, resulting in
the band’s evolution and
rebranding to Kindred
Valley.

Guests are encouraged
to arrive early for the
group’s performance as

the venue operates on a
first-come,  first-served
seating policy.

ALASH
Saturday, October 12

The Pocahontas County
Opera House is delighted
to announce the eagerly
anticipated return of

ALASH, masters of Tuvan

throat singing, as part of

the ongoing 25th-season
celebration. The ensem-
ble, a perennial favorite
among Opera House au-
diences, promises a per-

formance not to be
missed.

Mark your calendars for
Saturday, October 12, at 7
p-m. when ALASH will

take the stage. Known for

See OPERA, page 5

ESTAURANT

PEN FOR PuBLIC

DiINING DAILY,
5-8prm.

LOCUST HILL INN, CABIN
& RESTAURANT

Book a cozy room with
breakfast provided; a private

IN THIS ISSUE

Pocahontas County Opera House ......cocoeoeeeeesdd

Reserve your table and order your
meal in advance. Call by 1 p.m.
the day of your choice.
View menu online.

By reservation only, sorry,
no walk-ins, please.

cabin; or just join us for

dinner! Free Wi-Fi. Just
blocks from the Greenbrier

River and Trail and a 30-
minute drive to Snowshoe.

304-799-5471 - Rt. 39, Marlinton - locusthillwv.com

Pocahontas County Bucket List 7
Allegheny Trail 50th Annivesrary ........eeseeess11
Clyde Jenkins ~ The Apple MaN.....coosssssscees 14
Apples of West Virginia 18

Barn Quilt Trail 21
Honeycomb Rocks 24

Cover: This big red barn near Arbovale was for-
merly owned by author Stephen Coonts. It is the
location of one of 19 barn quilt squares in the “Pat-
terns of the Past” quilt square trail in Pocahontas
County. S. Stewart photo

@ RE/MAX

LIFESTYLE REALTY

Cheryl D. Dean
304-940-0607

THE SIGN YOU WANT.
THE AGENT YOU NEED.

REALTOR/
ASSOCIATE
BROKER

19028 Seneca Trail, Marlinton ¢ Alinda Perrine, Broker

YEW
Meuntaiw Center

EVENTS

NATIVE SEED

SEPT.7 COLLECTION WALK

7SONG HERBALIST

SERTAZ WALK & TALK

OCT. 4-6 WOMEN'’S RETREAT

NOV. 9 FALL FOREST FESTIVAL
YEWMOUNTAIN.ORG

WEST VIRGINIA
FOREST FARMING
INITIATIVE

BOOK THE LODGE, EVENT SPACE
OR A ROOM

304-653-4079
Info.YewMountain@gmail.com

conlact
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their extraordinary mas-
tery of Tuvan throat sing-
ing (x66mei), ALASH
blends traditional Tuvan
music with contemporary |
influences, crafting an an- §
cient and modern sound.
Their music is distin-
guished by intricate har-
monies and the fusion of
Western instruments while
faithfully preserving the
deep-rooted traditions of
throat singing. Praised by
The Washington Post as “ut- §
terly stunning,” ALASH @

has garnered interna- '
tional acclaim.
. compelling performance
_ The Onlies by The Onlies Friday, Oc-
Friday, October 25 tober 25, at 7 p.m.

The Onlies, a group of

The Pocahontas County (alented young musicians
Opera House will host a  fom Seattle, Washington,
and Lexington, Virginia,
bring a dynamic fusion of

“THINGS YOU

The Onlies
fiddles, guitars and banjos
to the stage. The band,
consisting of Sami Bra-
man, Riley Calcagno, Vi-
vian Leva, and Leo
Shannon, has earned
widespread acclaim for its
lively interpretations of

NEED,
CLOSE TO

STA TE
cakes

STORES

Gas and Diesel,
_Groceries, Snacks,
USDA Fresh Meats,
Hardware,

Breads, Cookies, Pepperoni Roll,
==~ Dot Pies, Specialty Cakes, Cinnamaon Rolls,
Mini-pies, Cobblers, (heesecakes, Spanakopita
DONUTS ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY!

(Gluten-free options!

Mountain State Cakes
Wednesday - Saturday § a.m. - b p.m. :
kDunmore intersection of Rts. 28/q2. » 304-4563176 4 )

¢

Plumbing Supplies, ‘4

Hunting and
Fishing
Licenses

r and Supplies

Boyer
Station

Two locations
serving the
northern end
of the county:

ARBOVALE
304-456-9906
BARTOW
304-456-3228

\_

Make us your home

Pocahontas County!

* 80 full hook-up sites with 50, 30, and 20 amp service
¢ Upper and lower campgrounds; primitive camping
¢ Picnic tables, Fire pits/firewood © Playground
* Hot showers with private dressing rooms
¢ Flush toilets (with privacy) e Dump station
¢ Hiking/biking trails ¢ Pet friendly ¢ Groceries and gas nearby

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY'!
Contact us at 304-456-4667, online at
boyerstation.com or on Facebook.

N

base when you
vacation in

J

traditional American old-
time music. Audience
members will recall that
Riley Calcagno and Vivian
Leva graced the Opera
House stage a few years
ago, and we are thrilled to
welcome them back with
their ensemble. Their lat-

est self-titled album re- [

flects their dedication to
both preserving and inno-
vating the genre with vi-
brant drive, intricate
arrangements, and reso-
nant melodies.

Join us in celebrating
the vibrant heritage and
promising future of old-
time music at the Poca-
hontas
House.

County Opera

Piedmont Bluz
Saturday, November 9

The Pocahontas County
Opera House is delighted
to welcome a special per-
formance by the esteemed
Piedmont Bluz Acoustic
Duo. Valerie and Benedict

Open
'l'lllll‘S(laY -

I_Illl Sl)OYO
304-653-2646

safu
11 a.m. - 9 p m. &m
7847 Seneca Trail

Craig Karges

Turner, renowned ambas-
sadors of Country Blues
music and roots percus-
sion, will grace the stage
Saturday, November 9, at
7 p.m, offering an enrich-
ing experience that tran-
scends music.

The Piedmont Bluz
Acoustic Duo, celebrated
for their captivating blend
of Piedmont-style finger-
picking and roots percus-
sion, weaves an educa-
tional narrative into their
performance. A concert
with Piedmont Bluz is a
journey back to the 1920s

and 1930s, the heydays of
acoustic Country Blues
music, as Valerie and
Benedict share fascinating
stories and historical an-
ecdotes about early blues
artists who shaped the
genre.

Craig Karges
Saturday, November 23

Next up on stage at the
Opera House will be a
performance by the re-
nowned “extraordinist”

See OPERA, page 6

Serving lunch and

dinney, desserts,

iy

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillshoroPublicHouse - Event schedule: hillshoropub.com

RO

milkshakes, ice
cream, lattés,

eSpPrYesso, ancl more.

~Dine in or carry out~
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Craig Karges on Saturday,
November 23, at 7 p.m.

Craig Karges combines
the art of magic with the
science of psychology to
create an experience that
defies logic and leaves au-
diences spellbound. With
more than 5,000 appear-
ances spanning 27 coun-
tries and all 50 states,
Karges’s “Experience the
Extraordinary” show fea-
tures mind-bending feats
where tables float, minds
are read, and metal bends.
His talents have earned
him more than 40 na-
tional television spots, in-
cluding appearances on
The Tonight Show, CNN,
and Fox News Channel.
Performance Magazine has
hailed his act as “the next
era in mystery entertain-
ment,” and the National
Association for Campus
Activities has repeatedly
honored him as Enter-
tainer of the Year.

Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys
December 14

The Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys, West Vir-
ginia’s longest-running
bluegrass band, will return
to the Opera House Sat-
urday, December 14, at
7 p.m. Led by Mill Point
local Richard Hefner for
more than half a century,
the band is renowned for
its traditional bluegrass
sound, tight vocal har-
monies and deep roots in
the local music scene.

Joining Hefner is Mill

Black Mountain Bluegrass Boys

Point neighbor Joanna
Burt-Kinderman on bass,
bringing her local influ-
ence and musical expert-
ise. Also performing is
Dave Bing, renowned for
his skillful fiddle playing
and significant contribu-
tions to West Virginia’s
musical heritage. Round-
ing out the ensemble is
Danny Arthur on guitar,
adding his personal touch
to the group’s rich and dy-
namic sound.

Fans eager to learn
more about the band can
explore the Opera House
Story Sessions, which in-
clude engaging videos
and podcasts that delve
into Hefner’s early days
and showcase some of his
favorite songs. Hefner’s
Story Session also includes
tales of playing music with
the father of bluegrass,
Bill Monroe. Additionally,
a separate Story Session fo-
cused on Bing offers in-
sights into his pivotal role

Greenbﬁer

SALES ¢ SERVICE « RENTALS

212 NINTH AVE., MARLINTON | 304-591-7021 |
Shop@GreenbrierBikes.com | GreenbrierBikes.com

in the state’s music scene,
including his time with
local musical legends, the
Hammons Family.
Tickets, $10, for these
performances are avail-
able in advance at poca
hontasoperahouse.org
and at the 4th Avenue
Gallery in Marlinton; or
may be purchased at the

door the evening of the
event.

The Opera House is
committed to providing
an accessible and welcom-
ing environment for all at-
tendees. We offer special
accommodations upon re-
quest to ensure an enjoy-
able experience for every-
one. Seating is available

AeMe = 4 PoMe
CRANBERRY MOUNTAIN
NATURE CENTER

Located at the junction of Rts. 39/55 and Rt. 150 (Scenic Highway),

16 miles west of Marlinton, 23 miles east of Richwood.

Old-fashioned Square Dance - | 1:30 a.m.

Calling and instruction by Lou Maiuri; music by
Juanita Fireball and The Continental Drifters

The Bing Brothers, featuring Jake Krack
Old Dominion Cloggers - | p.m.
Pocahontas Community Club Food Booth

Crafters - Demonstrations
Spend the day! Bring a lawnchair and enjoy the
fall colors and music in the shelter and auditorium.

For more info call 304-653-4826

on a first-come, first-
served basis, so we en-
courage patrons to

purchase tickets in ad-
vance to secure the best
available seats.

These events are made
possible by the generous
support of the West Vir-
ginia Division of Culture
and History, the West Vir-
ginia Commission on the

Arts, Pocahontas County
Dramas, Fairs, and Festi-
vals, Mid-Atlantic Arts,
and the Pocahontas Coun-
ty Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

The Opera House ex-
tends gratitude to the
broader community for its
unwavering support,
which enables such en-
riching cultural events.

2024"RllTllMN HARVEST FESTIVA[
AND-WV'ROADKILL" COOK-OFF

September 27 and

FRIDAY NIGHT 7 p.m.

28 © Marlinton, WV

*Rockin’ Redneck Square Dance
and beginner square dance lessons
Pocahontas County Opera House

SATURDAY
*Craft and Food Vendors
« It’s Back! The Biscuit Bake-off
*Mountain Heritage Music -~ all day
*Possum Trot 5K Walk/Run
and, of course,

THE WV ROADKILL COOK-OFF!

Nﬁfwwo*\{
PI.AYEROUND

POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WV

Enjoy a wild game cooking
competition like no other!

MOUNTAIN Pocahon

amber,,
s
5 &

- -« ~

P s s i F i) .
wmwisit pccocwy.com for comﬂzfe'detalls .
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Make memories with this Pocahontas County Bucket List

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

rowing up in Poca-
Ghontas County is
kind of like grow-

ing up in Disney World.
There are so many fun
and unique things to do
and special places to visit
that some locals may not
know all these places exist.

MARATHON

Cass-Marlinton, West Virginia

Inspired by the West
Virginia Tourism Bucket
List sweepstakes — and my
fond memories — I de-
cided to make a bucket list
of places I think everyone
should visit at least once
while in  Pocahontas
County.

Beartown State Park

Beartown is by far my
favorite place. It’s like
stepping into another

7th Annual Greenbrier River Trail

Marathon & 4th Half Marathon
Flat, Fast, Scenic,

USATF-Certified Marathon Course

Register Online
http://www.grtmarathon.com/

Natures

MOUNTAIN PLAYGROUND

POCAHONTAS COUNTY, Wy *

»

world. If youre a Star
Wars fan, it might remind
you of the planet Endor.
Or, if you're more of
Tolkien fan, you might
think a hobbit or two will
pop around a corner.

For me, it’s a peaceful
place that looks like it
could be from any era in
time. The large moss-cov-
ered boulders could be
hiding a clutch of di-
nosaur eggs. The small
crevices in the rocks could
be fairy homes.

The entire place ignites
the fantasy part of your
brain and all you want to
do is explore its secrets.
And there’s a lot to ex-
plore. The half-mile
boardwalk winds through
the 110-acre natural area.

Instead of cutting trees
out of the way of the
boardwalk, the boardwalk
is cut to let trees and some
of the large boulders stay
in their natural place.

The park does not allow
climbing on the rocks
which makes one of most
vivid memories a bit scan-
dalous.

I remember going to
Beartown with my par-
ents, brother and aunt
and uncle. As we were
walking down the board-
walk, we noticed a soda

» »
»

OCTOBER

Welcome hunters! Stop in for snacks,
clothing and gifts to take back home.

»
L J >

Get ready for the holidays with great
clothes, accessories and gifts.

»

can was tucked into one of |

the rock crevices.

My uncle broke the
rules for a good reason
and climbed up the rocks
to retrieve the can for dis-
posal. 1 was a bit awe-
struck at how swiftly he
traversed the rocks and
was back by our sides in
an instant.

Droop Mountain
Battlefield State Park
Tower

History buffs will love
visiting Droop Mountain
Battlefield. It holds a lot
of important history for
the state of West Virginia.
It was the site of a Civil
War battle and is the first
state park, formed in
1928.

The sprawling park,
which has a museum filled
with Civil War artifacts, a
Confederate  cemetery,
cannons, playground and
lookout tower was trans-
formed during the Great
Depression by members
of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps — CCCs.

The CCC boys built the
structures at the park, in-
cluding the lookout tower,
which gives a fantastic 180
degree view of the town of
Hillsboro.

Unlike Beartown, the
tower is definitely some-

Men’s clothing is back! All new women'’s fall clothing. /
Fall vests are here! ‘

Open Thursday - Saturday 10a.m. - 4 p.m.
Shop online - emmagracec.com

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
Beartown State Park is my absolute favorite place in
Pocahontas County. Taking the boardwalk down and
around the large ancient boulders lets my imagina-
tion run wild with thoughts of what it was like there

BRING INTHIS

AD FORA 15%
DISCOUNT!

thousands of years ago.

thing you want to climb.
Through the decades,
names, initials, hearts and
other symbols have been
carved into the spiral
staircase railings, which,

in an odd way, adds to the
allure of the old tower.

It’s a place for special
moments and incredible
panoramic photos.

Last year, a West Vir-
ginia selfie swing was
added to the park and is
near the tower.

Cranberry Glades
Botanical Area

Let’s get the first two
questions out of the way...
No, there are no cranber-
ries growing at Cranberry
Glades Botanical Area and
no, it should not be in
West Virginia.

The first fact disap-
pointed a younger me
when we took a school
field trip to the glades. I
thought for sure there
would be cranberry bogs.
Nope.

See BUCKET, page 8

/, 33ed
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The second fact still fas-
cinates me.

This incredible bog
should not be this far
south. A bog is an acidic
wetland that is more com-
monly found in the north-
ern areas of the United
States and in Canada.

I remember learning
that the bog was created
by a melting glacier thou-
sands of years ago. Re-
search shows that the 750
acre area has been here
for 12,200 years.

Instead of finding cran-
berries there, you will find
a boardwalk that is like a
magic carpet through the
lush peat-laden area that
is host to plants such as
like carnivorous and in-
sect-eating plants that are
not commonly found in
West Virginia .

The glades are also
known for the variety of
orchids that grow there.

It’s another one of those
out-of-this-world locations
that could be from a fan-
tasy world and it’s right
here in Pocahontas
County.

The Falls at Hills Creek

Okay, so this one is a bit
of a different memory for
me. I've been there once
in my life and that was as
an adult. I was working at
The Inter-Mountain, and I
brought a co-worker/
friend over who wanted to
do a few articles on the at-
tractions in the area.

I can’t remember all the
places we went that day,
but I'll never forget going
to the falls.

There’s a series of three
falls and, at that time,
there was a boardwalk and
metal steps that led part
of the way down, while
the rest was gravel, dirt
and river rock. The water-
falls cascade from 20 feet,
45 feet and 65 feet, mak-
ing the last of the falls one
of the highest in West Vir-
ginia.

The walk down to the

falls wasn’t bad at all. It
was stunning. Again, you
are surrounded by a lush
forest and the sounds of
cascading water. I couldn’t
stop taking pictures it was
so beautiful.

I remember leaning
pretty far over the railing
to get a few different an-
gles and I thought for sure
that would be when my
clumsiness would work
against me. But no. That
didn’t happen until we
made the trek back to the
car.

I slipped on some river
rock and sprained my
ankle. It took us some
time, but we got out of
there in one piece and I
learned a very valuable
lesson that day. Never
wear flip flops on a hike to
see waterfalls.

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
It’s a long trek down to the Falls at Hills Creek but it
is worth it once you see the incredibly beautiful 65
foot falls. I’ve only been there once, but | definitely
plan to go again some day.

Pearl S. Buck
Birthplace

This is another location
that I didn’t really experi-
ence until I was an adult.
I do remember going on a
field trip to the birthplace
when I was younger, but
the only thing that stands
out to me is the story
about how young Chinese
women would bind their
toes in order to make their
feet look smaller.

As a young girl with big
feet, I was horrified.

Then as an adult, after I
moved back home, I be-
came a member of the
Pearl S. Buck Birthplace
Foundation board and
that is when I really dis-
covered my love for the
place.

To some people, the
birthplace is only relevant
to fans of Pearl S. Buck’s

writing, but it is so much
more than that to me. It’s
a living history of the per-
severance of immigrants
who moved to West Vir-
ginia to make a new life
for themselves.

The Birthplace was built
by the Stulting family. The
bricks were made on site.
The timber was harvested
nearby. Every inch of the
house is a testament to the
craftsmanship and ability
of the Stulting family.

Then, there’s the fact
that Pearl was born there.
True, she spent most of
her life in China with her

missionary parents as a
child and went back as
often as she could when
she was an adult, but she
had Pocahontas County
roots.

She became a world
renowned author of more
than 100 books, hundreds
of short stories and maga-
zine articles during her
career. She was the first
American woman to win
both the Pulizter Prize —
in 1932 for The Good
Earth; and the Nobel
Prize for Literature, in
1938.

In 1974, the Birthplace

became a museum and
has served as a place to
honor Pearl’s life and
work, as well as the lives of
her family, for the past 50
years.

The Sydenstricker fam-
ily cabin - her father’s
home — was moved onto
the site and it is used for
special programs and
events.

Pearl herself always car-
ried an affinity for the
birthplace, which she
called “My  Mother’s
House.” She wanted to see

See BUCKET, page 9

UNIQUE

TRAIN RIDES!

WHITTAKER
Climb The Switchbacks To
A Restored Logging camp!

GREENBRIER

EXPRESS

BALD KNOB
Journey To The Second
Highest Point In WV!

Greenbrier River Wilderness Trips!

NEW TYGART FLYER
See The High Falls Of Cheat!

mountainrail.com
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the house restored and
preserved as a museum. It
was her goal to have the
home belong to everyone
and now, it does.

Seneca State Forest

One of two state forests
in Pocahontas County,
Seneca State Forest is the
oldest and largest state
forest in West Virginia.

The forest has been an
almost daily sight in my
life since I was 13 years
old. I rode with my par-
ents — both teachers - to
Pocahontas County High

11X

School every day and
passed through the tunnel
of trees of the forest to get
there.

Now, I drive through it
every day to go to work.
That’s just a small portion
of Seneca though. Beyond
all those trees are cabins,
a lake and fire tower on
one side of the road and
on the other is a picnic
area and playground.

When I was in Earth Sci-
ence in high school, the
teacher just so happened
to be my favorite. It was
the best class ever. There
were maybe six or seven of

Where your health is our priority:
e 24 hour Emergency Care and Ambulance Service
e Rural Health Clinic offering total family care
e Comprehensive Radiologic imaging including
mammograms, MRIs, dexa bone density
 Medical clinical lab with same-day test results
* Pulmonology Clinic
» Wound Care Clinic
e Cardiopulmonary services including Cardiac Rehab
« Skilled Rehabilitation services (Swing Bed)
e Outpatient Nursing and Infusion
e Outpatient Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapies
e Retail Pharmacy and Coffee Shop

www.pmhwv.org

~~POCAHONTAS
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

US 219 North, 2 miles south of Marlinton
ph. 304-799-7400 - 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, WV

us in the class and, back
then, we could easily jump
into her car and go ex-
ploring for the day’s les-
som.

One day in particular,
there were only two of us
in class and we rode over
to the lake at Seneca State
Forest to see what critters
we could find. We hopped
in a canoe and immedi-
ately found a spider.

I'm still surprised I did-
n’t fall in the water after
the way I reacted.

Although I didn’t con-
quer a fear that day, I did
conquer one years later

Photo by Suzanne Stewart

The Pearl S. Buck Birthplace in Hillsboro is a great place to not only learn about
the world famous author and her books, but also about the way life was back in
the 1800s in Pocahontas County.

when I made myself climb
the Thorny Mountain Fire
Tower. I was doing an arti-
cle about how the tower
was available to rent for
weekend getaways, and 1

had to get pictures.

It took some time and I
paused for a few deep
breaths as I climbed the
tower, but I made it and
the view is spectacular. It’s

for ages six and older -
all skill levels.

Yer round gu1ded‘

more at Showshoe

Western-style trail riding |

30-minute lake rides to three hour trail rides.
Sleigh rides (depending on snow)!

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.
Open dally 10 a.m. 4 p m.

trail rides and

Mountain

much higher than the
Droop Tower and I don’t
think anyone could ever
convince me to spend the
night up there, but I'm
glad T got to experience
the view.

Cass Scenic Railroad

State Park

You can’t visit Pocahon-
tas County and not at least
check out the town of Cass
and the trains. But once
you do, you're going to
want to go for a train ride
up the mountain or to
Durbin.

This is another location
for the history buffs. The
town of Cass was founded
in 1901 by the West Vir-
ginia Pulp & Paper Com-

pany to serve as a
company town for em-
ployees.

The company was in the
business of harvesting
trees and, at the time,
business was good. The
men who worked in the
woods were woodhicks
and they risked their lives
every day to harvest the
hardwoods in the moun-
tains.

See BUCKET, page 10
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Unlike most of the tim-
ber towns in Pocahontas
County, Cass didn’t be-
come a ghost town after
all the timber was cut.

A lot of families stuck
around and called the
place home. In 1963, the
railroad became a state
park and in 1977, the
town was added as part of
the park.

Now the former com-
pany homes are available
for visitors to rent, the
company store is still a
store and has a restaurant
inside as well.

While the trains are
awesome and I have rid-
den them countless times
— to Bald Knob, to Whit-
taker and even to Durbin
— that’s not my most mem-
orable part of the park.

It’s the museum. When
I was younger, you always
knew when the museum
was open because a large
stuffed black bear was
propping open the door,
welcoming visitors inside.

As if being greeted by a
bear wasn’t enough to
make a kid nervous, then
you looked up as you en-
tered and saw a large, very
large saw that was hanging
from the ceiling. The
large teeth gleaming in
the light, as if they were
ready to take a bite out of
you.

The saw’s flexibility was
on display as well because
it was in a U-shape above
your head.

Lots more artifacts from
the town’s history are on
display in the museum, in-
cluding tools used by the
woodhicks and items that
were commonly owned by
the families that lived
there. It’s a great look into
the past of one of the

largest industries that
helped shape West Vir-
ginia.
Green Bank
Observatory

Of course I have to in-

clude the observatory, it’s
in my backyard. Well,
technically, it would be
more like my front yard.

Growing up in Green
Bank, the observatory was
always just right there.
Back then, there weren’t
as many community ori-
ented activities there, but
we still weren’t strangers
to the place.

In elementary and mid-
dle school, we walked the
trails of the observatory, in
the shadow of the tele-
scope, and learned about
the astronomy done there.
We didn’t know what the

National Radio Quiet
Zone was and it didn’t
matter.

I remember when the
300-foot telescope col-

I can still hear the
squishing of our wet feet
in flip flops as we all tried
: to get a hole in one.

The top of
Cheat Mountain

So this one is a little dif-
ferent than all the others.
It’s not an attraction or
state park. It’s simply a lit-
tle stretch of road at the
top of the mountain.

It’s where Pocahontas
and Randolph counties
meet. There’s an overlook
&| on one side and old build-
| ing on the other. My mom
remembers there being a
§f restaurant in that building
at one time, but I don’t.

I have driven and been
driven on this part of the
road thousands of times in
my life. In fact, this is the
road my parents took
when they went to Elkins
for my birth. It’s also the
road we took to come
home.

This portion of the road
is very special to me and
not just because the over-

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
This view at the Pocahontas/Randolph County line on Cheat Mountain was al-
ways a welcome sight to me when | was driving home from college or Elkins
when | lived there. This spot was the sign that | was home.

lapsed. It was big news the best. My friends and I
and everyone wanted to would swim for hours and
see it. My aunt and uncle then afterward, go check
from my Beartown story out putters and balls and
came in and we all walked play on the putt putt
down to see the telescope course over by the picnic
laying on top of its obser- pavilions and playground.
vation building.

look offers a beautiful spot
from which to see the
rolling mountains, espe-
cially in the fall when all
the leaves have changed
to a kaleidoscope of col-
ors.

It’s important to me be-
cause, when I was driving
home from Morgantown
when I was at West Vir-
ginia University and when
I was driving home from
Elkins when I lived there,
this was the spot where I
knew I was home.

It was the moment I en-
tered Pocahontas County.
The tension in my shoul-
ders would disappear, and
I could breathe a sigh of
relief.

To most people, it’s a
section of road where they
can stop for a quick break
or take a selfie with the
mountains in the back-
ground, but to me, it will
always be the entrance to
my county.

My place.

My home.

It was wild to think that
it was there one minute
and the next, it collapsed
in on itself.

In addition to using the
trails, we also loved going
to the recreation area at
the observatory, especially
in the summer.

I leaned two things at
the swimming pool as a
youngster. One, I was in
fact, a mermaid; and two, l
I can do a handstand as
long as I'm in water.

Those summers were

(Local, handmade
fine arts and crafts

N Pocaliontas
| County
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] Co-op
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812 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON, WV 24954
SHORT OR LONG TERM RENTALS. SEE AIRBNB FOR
SHORT TERM. TEXT JAY FOR LONG TERM RENTAL OR
SALE: 813-777-6364. FACEBOOK: ELECTRICMOONINN

Depot on the
Greenbrier River Trail

304-799-2550

Shops at Leatherbark Ford A
at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park [

Open weekends during fall train season |
304-456-5440
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in the historic Marlinton ;s

N

Tues. - Sun., subject to change

Handcrafted home décor, gifts and more!

Join us at pocahontasartistry.com
Special events on Facebook at Pocahontas County Artisans Co-op




Ken Springer
Contributing Writer

alking is con-
ducive to thinking,
and thinking often

leads to great ideas. Like-
wise, walking, particularly in
the forest, may engender an
absence of thought, trans-
porting us to a state of just
being. Such a state can
heighten awareness and
serenity. But walking a long
path may change one’s life
altogether.

West Virginia is known for
its many splendid trails and
trail systems. Here in Poca-
hontas County, there is no
shortage of trails; we enjoy
the many trails at Watoga,
the surrounding state and na-

tional forests, and the Green-
brier River Trail. We are also
blessed to have the longest
trail in West Virginia, the Al-
legheny  Trail, passing
through our region. This
footpath, with its awe-inspir-
ing views and tranquil land-
scapes, is approximately 330
miles long, and offers a
journey of unparalleled
beauty. Some of our resi-
dents have hiked portions of
the trail here in Pocahontas
County, or perhaps as a
“thru” hiker. Most of us are
at least aware of the Al-
legheny Trail. But did you
know the surprising story of
how the trail was conceived?

The Allegheny Trail was-
n’t just a project conceived
by a few bureaucrats sitting

around a conference table; it
was a genuine grassroots ef-
fort, a testament to the com-
munity spirit that makes our
region so special.

A bit later in the story, we
will discuss in some detail
the big extravaganza cele-
brating the 50th Anniversary
of the Allegheny Trail, but
first, we’ll examine its inter-
esting history.

A discussion of the Al-
legheny Trail, and many
West Virginia trails, for that
matter, would be complete
only by mentioning Doug
Wood. Doug was an early
member of today’s West Vir-
ginia Scenic Trails Associa-
tion.

Doug and many other vol-
unteers provided the labor

1
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Buckeye Home, Farm,
Lawn and Garden
¢ Hardware ® Plumbing e Electrical
¢ Fencing ® Storage Solutions
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e |ivestock and animal health products
OPEN MON. - FRI. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., SATURDAY 8:30 a.m - 2 p.m.

SUNDAY Noon - 2 p.m.

B 219, Buckeye - 3047980850
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RAVE

Appetizers * Burgers o

Call for details!

FAMILY DINING
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER

 Hand Dipped Ice Cream

Closed Monday. Open most -
days at 8 a.m. Hours vary
seasonally - call beforehand!

Business opportunity available!
Restaurant/Lodging/Car Wash for sale.

STATION 2

RESTAURANT AND LODGING [
ACCOMMODATIO

Four rooms featuring queen
size beds, separate baths,
WiFi, cable, big screen TV

Subs * Pizza

)

15

and a common lounge.

LODGING INCLUDES
BREAKFAST.
Call for pricing and
availability.

and vision for a trail that
would traverse our beautiful
mountains and valleys from
the Virginia border in the
south to that of Pennsylvania

in the north. As such, he re- |

members the early days of

the trail in his essay, “A Path &8

in the Woods.”
Here’s how Doug recalls

the flash of inspiration for §

the Allegheny Trail and the
nascent years of the West

Virginia Scenic Trails Asso-
ciation (WVSTA) and its §

forerunner, the West Virginia
Scenic Trails Conference.
“In 1958, members of Ex-
plorer Scout Post 4, spon-
sored by Kanawha Presby-
terian Church in Charleston,
West Virginia, were back-
packing on the Appalachian

Trail in the Great Smoky [

Mountains. The Post Advi- &g

sor, Doug McGrew, was an
inspiring leader of young
men. One Explorer Scout, in
particular, remembers the
positive influence McGrew
had on his charges.

‘Nicolas B. Lozano, who
was 15 years old at the
time and now a retired insur-
ance executive, refers to his
former Post Advisor as the
“Grandfather of the Al-
legheny Trail.” According to
Lozano, McGrew’s leader-
ship inspired his Scouts and

CRAFTS FOOD

216 Ninth St., Marlinton

. Across from
Discovery Junction

304-646-2491

WYV Made Art, Crafts,
Grab-And-Go Meals,
Local Produce,
Meats and More.
OPEN DAILY.

10 AM.-5PM.
\_

Brian Hirt, on the rlght former president of WVSTA,
has been dlllgently involved with the Allegheny Tra|I

A Golden Anniversary of a Sterlmg idea

and the Hanging Rock Raptor Observatory for more
than 30 years. Rodney Davis, left, has been volun-
tarily tracking raptor migration for more than 30
years and eagerly shares his considerable knowl-
edge with hikers and birders.

led them into life-changing
outdoor experiences, such as
that backpacking trip in
1958

Nick remembers thinking
upon his return home to West
Virginia after that trip, “Why
should we West Virginia
scouts have to travel to other
states to experience the ad-
venture of long-distance
backpacking? We have the
Allegheny Mountains with
all of their natural splendor

and wildness to rival the
Great Smoky Mountains.
Why can’t we have a trail
like the Appalachian Trail
running through the moun-
tains of the Mountain State?
Doug McGrew is the Grand-
father of the Allegheny Trail
because Nick Lozano is one
of its founding fathers.”

And, as they say, the rest is
history.

See GOLDEN, page 12

* 24-Hour Wrecker Service - Tires
Batteries ° Lock-outs * Auto Repair
- State Inspections

21217 Seneca Trail, Edray (Rt. 219 North)
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

After hours, call 304-799-4405
Robbie Ramsey, Owner/Operator

304-799-6651
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Now, decades after Loza-
no’s brainchild and tens of
thousands of hours of volun-
teer work, the WVSTA an-
nounces a momentous event
to honor the 50th anniver-
sary of the Allegheny

Trail. This is a celebration

you will want to attend.
The trail has four sections,
offering some of the Ap-

palachian Mountains’ most [

breathtaking wild and rural
scenery. If you hike the
southern region of the trail,
you will encounter the fa-
mous Hanging Rock Raptor
Observatory atop Peters
Mountain.

A trail is a good thing, but
one with amenities, maps,
and infrastructure is a great
trail. The Allegheny Trail
(ALT) currently offers its
hikers the following, all built
with volunteer labor: 29
trailheads signed and ade-
quately developed, 21 un-
signed and inadequately
developed, six footbridges
spanning 20 feet or more
over streams, 12 shorter
bridges, 10 backpacker
overnight shelters, and 125
miles of the trail on public
roads.

The West Virginia Scenic
Trails Association (WVSTA)
serves as a steward of the
ALT and is a non-profit or-
ganization comprised en-
tirely of volunteers. The
increasing trend in volunteer
hours, from 1,749 hours in
2020 - 2021 to 2,115 hours
in 2021 - 2022 and a pro-
jected 4,000 hours in 2022 -
2023, is a testament to the
growing support for the Al-
legheny Trail and the dedica-

The ever-popular Doug Wood is widely known for his
storytelling and historical reenactments. Doug be-
came a member of WVSTA in 1976 and is currently
the organization's Publications Chairman.

tion of its volunteers.

I recently talked with
Nicolle Flood-Sawczyszyn,
WVSTA’s  knowledgeable
and enthusiastic outreach co-
ordinator, about the prodi-
gious anniversary event
scheduled for Friday
through Sunday, Septem-
ber 6, 7 and 8, on the
grounds of the Green Bank
Observatory.

I asked Nicolle what atten-
dees could expect at the cel-
ebration. She explained that
the three-day schedule is
packed with outdoor work-
shops, art, drama, live music,
food and presentations re-
lated to the Allegheny Trail.

There is free on-site camp-
ing. However, it is tent-only,
with no hammocks or RVs.
Your cell phone will be dead
weight in the quiet zone sur-
rounding the Green Bank
Observatory. I assure you
that not having cell service
will cause no harm for a sin-

gle weekend; you may even
enjoy the break.

Whoever developed the
schedule of activities for the
ALT’s celebration spared no
effort in attracting all first-
rate presenters. It may be
hard to choose, considering
the topics are all interesting
and helpful. I counted no less
than 18 workshops, tours,
walks and other trail-related
activities, including:

e Watercolor Painting
Class — Heidi Nisbett

e First Aid and Best Prac-
tices for Hiking with Dogs —
Nancy East

e Art inspired by a Thru-
walk of the Allegheny Trail
— Heidi Nisbett

* Trail-building Tools and
Techniques — Jeff Byard

e Gear Shakedown -
choosing quality gear and
lightening your pack load —
Justin Mullins

e Hanging Rock Raptor
Migration — Brian Hirt and

Three cabins nestled along the Greenbrier River and
Trail, just 1.5 miles south of downtown Marlinton,
between Marlinton and Buckeye. The River Trail runs
through the property, and we offer very easy access to
the trail and river. Perfect location for hikers, bikers,
birders, fishermen and hunters. Pet and horse friendly!

(0] 304"799'6948 for information and reservations
view online at countryrivercabins.com ¢ countryrivercabins/facebook

Country River Cabins, LLC
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Rodney Davis
e Allegheny Trail History

- Doug Wood

* Eating Well in the Woods
— Dianne Anestis

e Fort Warwick and Colo-
nial Hiking — Bob Sheets

e Nature as a Revitalizer —
Becca Lusk Childress

e Laurel Fork Falconer —

it Collin Waybright

» Tagging Butterflies - Pol-
linators — Amy Settle

* Fun Run presented by
WYV Mountain Trail Runners

4 —Adam Casseday

* Mountain Biking -

| Charles Evans

e Skiing on the ALT -
Chip Chase

* Mushroom Walk — Drew
Palmer and Carla Beaudet

* Tick Education — Jane
Birdsong

* Forest Therapy Walk —
Jessica Bryzek

In addition to the above
events, you can take a 45-
minute tour of the Green
Bank Observatory for a
modest $10.

Each day of the celebra-
tion, from 9 a.m. to noon,
you can participate in the
gear swap to help fund the
WVSTA. Just bring any
functional, clean, and good-
condition hiking or back-

packing gear.

Proceeds will go directly
to the WVSTA for ALT im-
provements, various trail
events, trail equipment pur-
chases, volunteer safety
equipment and meals. Bor-
rowing from NPR’s “donate
your old car” campaign, that
fine old benching tool in the
shed can help WVSTA main-
tain the Allegheny Trail.

Finally, back to Nicolle
Flood-Sawczyszyn, whom I
talked to at length about the
celebration and the goals of
the WVSTA’s.

Nicolle’s position as Out-
reach Coordinator is per-
fectly matched to her
infectious enthusiasm and
knowledge about the ALT,
its storied past, and its bright
future. I asked Nicolle about

activities planned for the im-
mediate future of the Al-

legheny Trail.
She said that WVSTA
will, of course, continue

maintaining the trail. In ad-
dition, plans are underway to
enhance the trail’s infrastruc-
ture, move more of it from
road surfaces, and improve
the economies of local com-
munities along or near the
trail.

After our conversation, I
am confident these goals will
be met, and you can help
maintain and improve West
Virginia’s longest trail by be-
coming a volunteer.

For more information
about the celebration, visit:
www.ticketsignup.io/Ticket
Event/AlleghenyTrail50thCe
lebration
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Stacy Tawney, DVM

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

Open
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. -4 p.m.
for all your
animal care
needs!

iy =

Sl
-
|
\MEIOMI /(,,/
| BR | ,

Come play in our
backyard this fall!

We're right on the river!
eDine indoors or out and enjoy
new menu items and daily specials
eClean, affordable lodging
*Wine and beer served with meals
with Wi-Fi and cable TV.

Just minutes away from canoeing or
kayaking, fishing, mountain biking and
hiking. Buses welcome!

o 1D brier Gri
@ @teeg L Grille

Open daily at 7 a.m.
At the bridge in Marlinton 304.799.7233 greenbriergrille.com




W& SHOP WITH US AT THE AUTUMN HARVEST FESTIVAL, SEPTEMBER 28!

WE WILL HAVE YARN ON- SITE'

%6 ET COZY THIS FALL WITH LUXURIOUS,
s BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED, LOCALLY
T SOURCED ALPACA PRODUCTS!

* APPAREL * RUGS * SHAWLS
* HATS AND MITTENS
* MEN's/ WOMEN's SOCKS
S * FINGERLESS GLOVES
> 2 * PAIAMAS * ORNAMENTS
* TEDDY BEARS
+ CAT TOoYs AND MORE!

A vi 2 YARN:

(100% alpaca or blended with wool, silk,
bamboo or cotton), sold directly from
Orchard Hill. Please contact me.
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Don’t see your size?

Need more information?
CALL OR EMAIL ME:

bhammerr@ protonmail.com
304-621-3399

In operation since 2002 on Chenoweth Creek Road in Elkins.
Owned and operated by

Becky Hammer and Dan Tice. QC“ADD é’/

_____

Orchard Hill Alpacas has a herd of 40+~ »
animals, about equally divided between
the two breeds: Suri and Huacaya. Our

business travels have taken us around

the US. We've been truly blessed with great stock, winning championships at major shows in Harrisburg, PA and
Columbus, OH. Orchard Hill offers all types of fleece and yarn; for spinners we have a variety of batts and rovings.

Finished products include blankets, caps, shawls, ruanas, socks, sweaters and rugs. AL D AC A(%
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Clyde Jenkins ~ the Apple Man

Laura Dean Bennett
Staff Writer

lyde Jenkins has
Cspent a lifetime
seeking out Amer-

ican cultivars thought to
be extinct, researching
the origin of our Ameri-
can apples, grafting,
growing and cultivating
not only his orchard, but
a renewed interest by the
younger generation for
our heritage apples.

Talking to Jenkins is
like taking master course
in Pomology 101.

At 70 years of age, one
might think he would
speak slowly, but hon-
estly, I had a hard time
keeping up.

We began with his fam-
ily’s legacy — the Page
County homestead, es-
tablished by his grandfa-
ther in the 1890s.

Jenkins and his wife
live in the original log
cabin built by his grand-
father, and he is right-

fully proud of his
heritage.

“I live on the old
mountain homestead
that was built by my
grandfather,”  Jenkins
said.

“This farm was built on
a rocky hillside. It took a
lot of hard work. He re-
claimed the land, built
orchards and left a legacy
for my family.

“He set apple orchards
and many other fruit

trees — cherry, pear,
peach and plum - as
was the custom back

then.
“Apples were a main-
stay of life in the old

days. They were a valu-
able source of food for
people and for their ani-
mals.

“It was a great thing
that the apples could be
kept through the winter
and that they also could
be made into cider,” he
added.

His grandfather be-
queathed the homestead,
its orchards and his
knowledge of fruit culti-
vation to his son, who, in
turn, passed it on to his
son.

“My grandfather died
before I was born,” Jenk-
ins explained. “But my
father had learned a lot
from him, and he taught
me all he knew about
how to graft the apple
trees and care for them.

But the apple trees my
grandfather planted were
old and they were dying.
I didn’t get to them in
time to save those old
heritage varieties,” he
said sadly.

“There’s only one of
them left now.

“I got more and more
interested in apples and
found out about places
where I could get proper
rootstock for grafting ap-
ples and grafted ever
since. I've been grafting
about 4,000 to 5,000 ap-
ples trees a year.

“There are now about
350 varieties of apple

trees growing on my
farm,” Jenkins states
proudly.

“There are some very
rare varieties like Bell-
flower, Green Baldwin,
Summer Arose and Para-
dise Sweetening.

Jenkins enjoys educat-
ing all who care to learn
about the history of the
apple — its many distinct
varieties — their flavors
and their uses.

By the 19th Century,
there were thousands of
apple varieties in Amer-
ica — what we call her-
itage apples.

As family farms began
giving way to develop-
ment, and the market for
fruit and vegetables
began being dominated
by large corporations,
the number of heritage
apples dwindled.

Supermarkets ~ were
more interested in uni-
form size and shape than
unique flavors, and the
market  for  apples
changed. By the middle
of the 20th century there
were only a few dozen
commercial varieties of
apples readily available
to consumers.

The old regional vari-
eties have become diffi-
cult to find. Most have
disappeared altogether.

Besides being an ex-
pert orchardist, Jenkins
is a dedicated student of
apple history and a de-
tective unraveling the se-
crets of our disappeared
heritage apples.

He’s spent his life
learning and teaching
others about the apples
that will grow well in our
region.

“Correct pollination is
done by bees which carry
pollen from each stamen
in the blossom. In correct
pollination the bees just
don’t get all the stamens
pollinated.

“Interestingly, apple
blossoms are one of the
least favorite blossoms
for bees,” he told me.

“Think about it, you
just don’t see apple blos-
som honey.

“They prefer wild flow-
ers,” Jenkins added.

To keep their orchards
fully pollinated and pro-
ducing well, apple grow-
ers need to keep their
orchards mowed when
their trees are in bloom.

“Apple growers need
good conditions  for
nearby bee hives or wild
bees and they need to en-
courage the bees to con-
centrate on the apples,
not wildflowers or other
flowering trees, otherwise
you risk not having a
good crop,” he insisted.

“I used to have bee
hives, but now I have
feral bees doing the pol-
lination and they do a
good job.”

What is the best way to
fertilizer for apple trees?
Jenkins says it’s very sim-
ple — “Ashes.”

Those who burn wood
are producing the best
apple tree fertilizer there
is. And actually ash is
good for all trees.

You can buy fertilizer
for your trees, but why
spend money on fancy
fertilizers when you can
use what you already
have?

If you have a wood
stove, a fireplace, a grill
or a smoker that uses
wood, shovel up the
ashes and place them
around the base of your
apple tree.

“Not only are ashes the

best fertilizer for your
apple tree, but their lye
content is a natural bug
deterrent.

“Fertilize your apple
trees in the winter. Dig a

trench around the base of

each tree, along the drip
line, about 5 to 6 inches
deep. Don’t dig too close
to the tree and be careful

not to fertilize too close
to their roots.

“Plant your apple trees
15 to 20 feet apart, de-
pending on whether they
are dwarf or standard
size, and surround then
with six foot high fenc-
ing,” Jenkins advised.

One of the apple skills
he teaches is grafting,

Wthh is the techmque ot
inserting a section of a
stem of a preferred apple
species into the stock of
an existing tree.
Grafting is the most
modern form of repro-
ducing an exact species,
but it is an ancient skill.
The Greeks, Romans and
many other ancient cul-

Photos by Laura Dean Bennett

Clyde Jenkins, left, lives on his family’s Page County homestead where he
took the “seed” of apple knowledge from his father and grandfather and grew

it to unlimited proportions.

In addition to pomology, Jenkins knows a thing

or two about white oak basketry. He makes hundreds of them a year, and
some of them sell for hundreds of dollars each.

tures practiced grafting.
Besides being the only
way to reproduce an orig-
inal cultivar, grafting is
also used to repair in-
jured fruit trees or for
combining an established
tree with different culti-

vars.
As a serious reader and
collector of scholarly

tomes about pomology,
Jenkins has advice for
those who want to do
more in depth study on
the cultivation of apples.

He recommends read-
ing the first book written

in 1817 about American
apples, 4 View of Cultiva-
tion of Fruit Trees, and the
Management of Orchards
and Cider by William
Coxe.

He also recommends
reading Old Southern Ap-
ples, A Comprehensive His-
tory of Varieties for
Collectors, Growers and
Fruit Enthusiasts, pub-
lished in 1995 by
Creighton Leigh Cal-
houn.

In addition to being an
apple expert, Jenkins is
also a renowned white

oak basket maker. It’s an
old traditional skill which
will die out if more folks
don’t take it up.

It takes many years to
understand the intrica-
cies of getting the deli-
cate strips of wood from
white oak trees for basket
making.

Jenkins makes hun-
dreds of baskets a year,
and some sell for hun-
dreds to thousands of
dollars.

See MAN, page 16
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Quilt Show

~ Old-fashioned Bean Pot Meal
- Pork Tenderloin Sandwiches |

Nm?mwo‘\(
MOUNTAIN
PLAYGROUND.

Huntersvifle
Traditions Day
October 4 -5

Spend a weekend back in time and
enjoy demonstrations of traditional
cultural skills of bygone days!

Free Old—fashroned Supper

Old-Time Cakewalk
Musical entertainment by
The Bmg Brothers w1th ]ake Krack

Check for updates op our Facebook page ;
or websi :

hunter‘svrl;_le _
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3
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MAN from pg 15

His baskets are on dis-
play in Washington, D.C.
at the Renwick Art Gallery
near the White House.

And, as if that’s not
enough to keep a man
busy, he’s also an experi-
enced historic preserva-
tionist. He has a trained
team of young apprentices
who assist him in rebuild-
ing log cabins and ante-
bellum homes, repairing
ancient stone chimneys
and walls and restoring
furniture.

Jenkins and his apple
trees and baskets regularly
make appearances at his-
toric festivals throughout
the two Virginia and sur-
rounding states.

“I go to festivals all year,
every year — I don’t know
how many,” he said.
“These festivals bring in
so many people who want
to learn about the old
ways. They want to learn
how to identify apples and

..r-.

-
—_

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett

Apple picking is one of the great activities of the fall season. Grab your best
basket and fill it to the brim. It makes a nice addition to your kitchen as you work
to turn them into pies, sauce or any number of delicious treats.

how to propagate them.”

He is a renowned Vir-
ginia Folk Life Master
Artist — and a participant
in the Virginia Folk Life
Festival for more than 20
years.

Jenkins has made ap-
pearances at the National
Folklife Festival in Wash-
ington, D.C. and in recent
years he’s been coming to
Pocahontas County, as a
favorite demonstrator at

Huntersville Traditions
Days.

“We are so proud to
have Mr. Jenkins coming
to Huntersville Traditions
Days,” said Tim Wade,

president of Huntersville

Historical Traditions.

“He really is a valuable
addition to our group of
demonstrators who show
our guests how things
were done here on the
frontier in the 18th and
19th centuries.”

Sometimes attired in
authentic 18th century
clothing and usually with
the beginning of a white
oak basket in his lap,
Jenkins patiently answers
questions about apples —
from their myriad vari-
eties and their origins to
their cultivation.

Jenkins identifies ap-
ples for people by cutting
in half the apples they
bring to him and taking a
quick look at the unique
seed pattern within. And
he hasn’t been stumped
yet.

Somehow Jenkins also
finds the time to teach a
weekly basket making
class every summer, from
June through the end of
October, at the Big Mead-

ows Lodge on the Blue
Ridge Parkway.

“I'm 70 years old and
can’t do everything I used
to do, but T still get out
and go every day. I'm al-
ways working on some-
thing,” Jenkins said.

“I'd like to think my
grandfather would be
proud of me and what I've
tried to do, keeping the
old ways and teaching
others how to do it, too.”

“I give God glory every
day that I keep going out
and working on these
things.”

Clyde Jenkins and
many of his heirloom
apple saplings and baskets
will be in Huntersville at
the Historical Traditions
Days festival October 5.

Jenkins invites anyone
wishing to have their ap-
ples identified or who
want to learn about apple
cultivation to speak to him
there.

Provisions x Riverside Retreat

e

Restaurant Servingbreakfastylunchidinner,

Eat, stay, play, and discover o
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Lodging Eightwell;appointedirooms
Gonvenience Store
Supplies Gamping/Fishing/Household

('Ompi‘l“'g

ne of West Virginia’s hidden gems
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Llocal Artsi& Grafts

Fresh local Baked/Goods
Ice Gream « Milkshakes

304-456-4288 - casstradingcompany.com - casstradingcompany@gmail.com
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SHOP. EXPLORE. EXPERIENCE.
MARLINTON, WEST VIRGINIA

Shops open Thursday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

RIVERTOWN ARTISTS

Alison Safrit - clay

MakRinsey Poeppel - photography
Lori Doolittle - printmaking, sculpture, multimedia
Bret Doolittle - printmaking, oil painting
Cris Bartlett - clay | Rose Driver- painting
Sarah Miller- jewelry

Dawn Baldwin - teas and tea tastings

Little Mon. Power Yoga 6 p.m. | Thurs. Mindful Flow 5 p.m.

Mou ntain\ Sat.Yin 8:30 a.m. / Sat.Flow10 a.m.
\ 4

Coffee and Sandwiches, Soups, Salads M

<0W

Thursday - Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

in the historic CJ Richardson building, 309 Eighth Street, Marlinton

Homegrown Music Series
at Rivertown

309 8th St. Marlinton, WV

‘15 Jesse Milnes

2 The State Birds

6- Soda Pop Gypsies

}- Stalnaker Hill
- Jesse Milnes Band
- Chicory Roots
16/21- Jake Krack and Friends
7/5- The Settlement
8/23- Kit Lindsey Band
Kevin Prater
- Elk River Ramblers
Juanita Fireball
f;Juice Newsome and The Groove
:‘an!ey Band
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ws 7 - 10 p.m. More info
@ Rivertown
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Apples in West Virginia

Laura Dean Bennett
Staff Writer

ppalachia has long
A‘ta)een known as ideal
pple country.

Many call the Golden
Delicious the queen of Ap-
palachian apples. It cer-
tainly will always hold a
vaulted place in West Vir-
ginia history.

First discovered in Clay
County in 1912, the
Golden Delicious was
eventually marketed by
Stark Brother’s Nursery
and quickly earned na-
tionwide, and ultimately,
worldwide fame.

It was designated as the
state fruit in 1995. And is
not just a favorite in West
Virginia, but it still consid-
ered one of America’s fa-
vorite apples.

But there are many
other apples which do
very well here in West Vir-
ginia.

Just be sure to look for
those that are hardy and

able to withstand our un-
predictable weather.

Because of our humid
summers, it’s also impor-
tant to choose disease-re-
sistant varieties whenever
possible. Apple scab is a
common problem in West
Virginia. Plant resistant
varieties like Honeycrisp
will give this fungus a run
for its money.

Here are a few that re-
gional apple experts agree
do well in the Mountain
State.

Honeycrisp: This vari-
ety is known for its crisp
texture and sweet-tart fla-
vor. It’s also highly dis-
ease-resistant, making it a
good choice for West Vir-
ginia’s humid climate.

Jonagold: A cross be-
tween the  Jonathan
and the Golden Delicious,
this variety has a sweet-
tart flavor and firm tex-
ture making it ideal for
baking.

Gala: With its thin skin
and sweet flavor, Galas are

24-Hour Wrecker &
Rollback Service

FOF g5

Retailer serVice enter..

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners
Rt. 39 at Beaver Creek Road, Huntersville
AR Certified - Complete Auto Repair- New Tires - State and Modified Inspections
Transmission Flushes - Brakes « Exhausts + 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments

304-799-6431 "3

All major
credit cards
accepted

perfect for snacking and
salads.

Granny Smith: Granny
Smiths are great for bak-
ing and cooking due to
their tart flavor and firm
texture.

Rome Beauty: This vari-
ety’s firm texture and [2
sweet-tart flavor makes it
perfect for baking.

How to Grow and
Care for Your
Apple Trees

Growing apples requires
well-drained  soil and [
plenty of sunlight- at least
six hours of direct sun-
light per day. - '

The best time to plantis ber, which allows the tree
in the spring or fall. In to establish itself before
West Virginia, that would hot summer weather or
be from mid-March to the harsh cold of winter.

mid-April and from mid-
September to mid-Octo- ~ See APPLES, page 19

We specialize in Residential
and Gommercial Gonstruction

* New Homes * Additions
* Porches & Decks © Vinyl Siding
_*Garages & Buildings
%s_e Window Replacement
* All Types Roofing

your project!

BRYANT GONSTRUGTION, LLC

Alex E. Bryant Jr., Owner
82 Angus Irvine Road, Marlinton

304-198-4383
License # WV026274

Greenbrier Suites

A bed and breakfast in historic Durbin, West Virginia.
. Comfortable suites with kitchenette, private bath, dining room and
. parlor. Bedrooms are furnished with queen-sized or full-sized antique
. beds and ceiling fans. A non-smoking, no pets facility. COVID-19
precautions used in cleaning. Complimentary breakfast is available
down the street at Station 2 Restaurant.

Book online at www.gbsuitesdurbin.com
For information call 304-456-3298 « gbsuites@yahoo.com

(losing for the season October 27

Horner's Corner

* Bike, canoe and
tube rentals
* Pizza, Subs and more
2 Soft-serve Ice (ream

T K,JQ’E "« Provisions  Newspapers

B3] Seebert * 304-653-451
adjacent to the Greenbrier River Trail across from Watoga State Park
Open seven days a week.

Jack

The Bears Den

10811 Potomac Highlands Trail
X (Rt. 28/92) Boyer

CONVENIENCE STORE ¢ GAS

LoTrTERY ® KENO ® COLD BEER

FAMILY-STYLE RESTAURANT

Call for restaurant reservations and take-out

681-206-7973

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. [ 5d
Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Store and gas pumps open seven days a week
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Make sure the soil is fer-
tile and has a pH level be-
tween 6.0 and 7.0. You can
test your soil’s pH level
using a soil testing Kkit
available at most garden
centers or by sending a
sample to your local agri-
culture extension office.

Dig a hole at least 12”7
deep — deeper if necessary
to completely enclose the
root ball and seat all roots
at least 6”7 below ground.
Loosen the soil in and
around the hole with a
garden fork or tiller to

aerate it and allow water
and nutrients to penetrate
into the roots.

After planting, add or-
ganic matter (compost or
aged manure) to enrich
the soil. Spread a layer
that is about 2-3 inches
thick around the planted
tree and mix it into the
topsoil.

After amending your
soil with organic matter,
it’s important to test its
pH level again before
planting your apple trees.
If necessary, adjust the pH
level by adding lime or
sulfur according to your

test results.

When the tree is estab-
lished, feed it at least an-
nually (during any season)
with wood ashes spread
around the drip line of
the tree. No other fertil-
izer will be necessary.

To protect your apple
trees and their spring
blossoms from frost dam-
age, consider planting
them on a south-facing
slope or close to a build-
ing which can provide
shelter.

Annual pruning is es-
sential for keeping your
apple trees healthy and

Physical Therapy

&

Pharmacy

www.ourhme.orqg

@ 540-468-6400

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tues., Thurs. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

TOLL FREE 844-468-6400
AFTER HOURS: 540-468-6400
FAX: 540-468-3301

HIGHLAND
MEDICAL
CENTER

Quality Care Close to Home
120 Jackson River Road, Monterey, Virginia 24465

Behavicral Health

)

Dental Care

productive. The best time
to prune apple trees is
during late winter, when
the trees are dormant and
long before any buds start
to show.

Pruning during this
time will allow you to see
the tree’s structure more
clearly and avoid damag-
ing any new growth. Re-
move any dead or
diseased branches and
suckers that may be drain-
ing energy from the tree.

Contact your West Vir-
ginia Extension agent for
more details about grow-
ing healthy and happy
apple trees.

Storing Your

Harvest

As our ancestors knew,
harvested apples stored
properly will last a long
time, sometimes through
an entire winter.

The ideal storage tem-
perature for apples is be-
tween 30-40 degrees F.,
with a relative humidity of
90-95 percent.

One way to achieve this
ideal storage environment
is by storing your apples
in a root cellar or cool
basement where tempera-
tures remain relatively
constant throughout the
year. You can also use a re-
frigerator to store your
apples, where they will re-

The KICKIN’
“CCHICKEN

and more!

___ DINE IN / CARRY OUT
Roasted Chicken, Burgers, Salads, Hoagies, Sides and movre!

598 Cass Road, Slatyfork . 304-572-4444

(across from the Inn at Snowshoe)

main fresh for quite some
time, sometimes for
months.

When storing apples,
it’s best to keep them sep-
arated from each other to
prevent the spread of dis-
ease. Ventilation is key.

Some people have good
results by simply storing
them in woven wooden
baskets. But to be on the
safe side, you may want to
wrap each one in newspa-
per or place them in indi-
vidual plastic bags with a
few holes punched in
them for ventilation.

i

T

Open Tuesday - Saturday 12 - 8 p.m.

Weekly specials on Facebook. kickinchickenwv.com

“Cune in to ﬂlleghen
J/lountam Radio -

61 28ed
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WVMR-FM 91.9 FM/
Hl"SbOI’O WV

®  ~ol 4(
W278AL 103.5 FM

.Durbin, WV 1*

WDMT 106.3FM  ©
Marlln(n WV \

~aja-

\“.'
WVMR\t%o AM
rost, WV
WNMP 88.5.EM

Marlinton,’WVX/ '
WVLS 89.7 FM

Monterey, VA

There's an
APP for that -
Download

now!
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Medical Care

PHARMACY: 540-468-6421

PHARMACY HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m. -7 p.m.

WCHG 1071 FM '
] HotSp{ngs VA

[=]

L0

Streaming online at aIIe@ ountainradio.org E

PHARMACY FAX: 540-468-3318
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@{ HIGHLAND COUNTY

HANDS &
HARVEST

FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 11 - 13, 2024

Harvest Trail

Visit farms and maple sugar camps
for tours with apple butter, cider,
pumpkins, animals, & fall treats

Arts & Crafts
Unique one-of-kind gifts
& artist demonstrations

Live Entertainment
Larnell Starkey & The Spiritual Seven,
Little Switzerland Cloggers,

& square dancing

Activities for All Ages
Sounding Knob Fire Towetr,

Barn Quilt Trail, 5k Fall Color Run,
Farmers’ Market, used book sale,
sweater sale, rocketry, & more!

Vpase ' -
vountan HIGHLANDCOUNTY.ORG ik

LOWERS [l

virginia.org




Take a drive around the quilt square trail

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

uilting has been

part of our Ap-

palachian  Her-

itage for centuries -

passed down from genera-
tion to generation.

Whether it’s hand-sewn

or the newer machine

quilting, the fabric and

patterns are more than

just something pretty to
look at. They tell a story.
In 2013, Pocahontas
County honored the his-
tory of quilt patterns dur-
ing the Sesquicentennial
of West Virginia with the
“Patterns From the Past”
barn quilt square trail.
The trail began with 13
blocks, which were in-
stalled on barns and large
buildings throughout the
county, and it now in-

311 S. Branch Street, Franklin, WV

304-902-0215

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

MOTORCYCLES AND BICYCLES WELCOME!

*Walking distance to restaurants, shops and bar
*One block from Greenbrier River Trail
*40 minutes from Snowshoe Bike Park (IMBA certified)
*Secured bicycle parking pavilion
*Cleaning stations for ALL bikes
+Illuminated motorcycle parking with security cameras
+Air compressor and tools available

cludes 19 of the colorful
blocks.

Local  quilters and
artists collaborated to cre-
ate the large squares, most
with a nod to the Civil War
or West Virginia patterns.

During the Civil War,
the Underground Rail-
road was established to
provide secret routes and
safe houses to help es-
caped slaves find free-
dom. Along those routes
and outside the safe
houses, quilts were used to
communicate with the
slaves to let them know
they were on the right
route or near a safe house.

Many of those quilt
squares are included in
the barn quilt square trail.

Starting in  Durbin,
there are three squares on
Main Street. The first is

on Station 2 Restaurant
and is the Rail Fence pat-
tern, which depicts the
many rail fences that were
a common sight at planta-
tions and safe homes.

The next pattern,
Annie’s Choice, on the
side of the former Whistle
Stop store, is a double
pinwheel and adds a nice
teal and brown pattern to
the trail.

Between the Durbin Art
and Visitor’s Center and
the Rail Trail store is the
Shoo Fly block, which is
freestanding. During the
Civil War, this pattern was
used by members of the
Underground Railroad to
show that they were
friendly and could help
guide slaves in the right
direction.

This pattern also re-

7

Home décor, gifts -
and so much more!

Fishing Gear, Knives,
T=-shirts and Novelty Hats, f”

Stuffed Toys,

Kerusso Travel Mugs...

Stop in for

Grab-N-Go
Lunches,

Desserts and

Pepperoni Rolls!

Q(.

8075 Wesley Chapel Road + Green Bank
(next to the Post Office) 240-217-4303

\ mlls) Open September - December Wednesday - Saturday Noon - 5 p.m.

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
The Annie’s Choice quilt
block is in Durbin, on the
side of the former Whis-
tle Stop store.

flected farm life and the
square represents a hole
in the home through
which a fly could enter.

Next stop on the trail is
at the former Travelers
Repose in Bartow. The
Bow Tie pattern, which
looks like the gentleman’s
accessory of the same
name, was a symbol to es-
caped slaves to change
their clothing and find at-
tire that depicted them as
higher status individuals
in hopes they would not
be captured.

Continuing on Route
92, before Arbovale, a
large red barn, formerly
owned by the author
Stephen Coonts, is the site
of the next square, Car-
penter’s Wheel. The pat-
tern, a star in the center

See QUILT, page 22
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Photo by Suzanne Stewart

In between Frost and Minnehaha Springs on Rt. 92 is the Sunset Star block.

QUILT from pg 21

with stars surrounding it,
was a signal to pack items
that were needed for
travel by wagon. It was
also a symbol of packing
for a long | g journey.

Just before you get into
Arbovale, on the 110ht 18
the next square mounted
on an old spring house.
The Log Cabin pattern is
one of the most popular
quilt patterns. It is a series
of strips that create a
square pattern. It symbol-
izes home, warmth, love
and security to the pio-
neers who were traveling
west.

It was also used on the
Underground Railroad to
signify a safe house.

The next stop is in
Green Bank at the Green
Bank Arts Center. This
quilt square is the Churn
Dash pattern and is a bold
yellow, green and blue
pattern.

The churn dash is an-
other farm related pattern
depicting butter churn-
ing. The triangle and rec-
tangle perimeter is the
butter churn and the cen-
tral square is the stick or
“dash” used to churn the
butter.

From Green Bank,
travel to Dunmore and
stay straight on Rt. 92 to-
ward Frost. In between
Frost and Minnehaha
Springs is the next square,
the Sunset Star. Not much
is said about this pattern
other than it is one of
many variations depicting
stars.

At the intersection of
Rts. 39 and 92 at Min-
nehaha Springs is the
Turkey Tracks square.
While it may seem this
square is self explanatory,
it actually has nothing to
do with turkeys. The tale
goes that this square is

also known as Wandering
Foot and has a supersti-
tion tied to it.

Colonial boys were not
to sleep under a Wander-
ing Foot quilt because if
they did, they would be-
come afflicted with the
urge to run away from
home.

Turning left onto Rt.
39, east of Minnehaha
Springs is the Dresden
Plate square. The colorful
pattern is inspired by the
1920s and 1930s Dlesden
Germany, porcelain plates
that were decorated with
elaborate designs of flow

See QUILT, page 23

Veteran Owned
Iron Rose LLC, dba

TEMPTATIONS

Men's & Women's
Motorcycle Apparel & Gear

Wed. - Fri. Noon - 6 p.m.,
~Patches sewn by appointment~

Sat.9 am.- 5 p.m.

311 S. Branch Street, Franklin, WV

304-902-0215

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

T a Y PV 4 of o BN oV oV oV o o

L. LKL nmouin

S PORTS B AR

Located in the Silver Creek Lodge Lobby
Snowshoe, WV ¢ 304-572-6720

s
7 Days A Week
6-10p.m.

TACO TUESDAYS
WEDNESDAY WINGS - HALF PRICE
FREAKY FRIDAY APPETIZERS - HALF PRICE
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ers, fruits and foliage.

The pattern almost re-
sembles a flower, with
petals all meeting at the
center. The  colorful
“petals” symbolize diver-
sity with the many colors
coming together to create
a dynamic pattern.

South of Minnehaha
Springs on Rt. 92 in
Rimel, is the next pattern,
Corn and Beans. This pat-
tern is also a celebration
of farming and agricul-
ture, representing the sta-
ple crops of corn and
beans.

From here, turn around
and return to Rt. 39 and
continue into Hunters-
ville. Turn onto Luster
Shrader Road and there
will be the North Star
square. This pattern, as
the name implies, was a
symbol to follow the north
star onto the escape route
to Canada.

Leave Huntersville and

continue into Marlinton.
On Fourth Avenue, on the
side of McGlaughlin
House is the Birds in
Flight square. This pat-
tern looks like four birds
flying in unison.

Continue through Mar-
linton and take a left to-
ward Hillsboro.

On the way to Hillsboro,
in the small town of Cook-
town is the Bear’s Paw
square. It is so named be-
cause it looks like four
giant bear paws pointing
in different directions.
This pattern was used to
show escaped slaves where
to find food and water
during their trek.

On into Hillsboro, at
the Pearl S. Buck Birth-
place is the West Virginia
Star pattern, which is on
the front of the Syden-
stricker Cabin. This pat-
tern was originally pub-
lished in Hearth and Home
magazine in 1915, when
the magazine editors
asked for a block to repre-

sent each state.

Next, return to Marlin-
ton and head to Edray.
Between Walgreens and
Glades Building Supply, is
the next square, the Mon-
key Wrench. This pattern
looks similar to the Churn
Dash. This particular
square is unique because it
depicts Pocahontas
County High School in its
maroon and gold colors
and at the center is the
school’s mascot, the War-
rior.

Continue on Rt. 219 in
Edray and turn right on
the Edray-Back Mountain
Road for about a half
mile. On a barn to the left
is a second Churn Dash
square, this time in bold
blue and red.

Return to Rt. 219 and
continue to Slaty Fork. At
Sharp’s Country Store,
there is a barn with the
Flying Geese square. This
pattern symbolized free-
dom and was used to
guide escaped slaves to

N

Community Care

of West Virginia

Available for your
healthcare needs

Community Care of Green Bank
4498 Potomac Highlands Trail
Green Bank, WV 24944

Phone: 304-456-5115

Community Dental Care of Green Bank
6404 Potomac Highlands Trail
Green Bank, WV 24944

Phone: 304-456-5433

Community Care of Marlinton
821 3rd Avenue
Marlinton, WV 24954

Phone: 304-799-4404

Photo by Suzanne Stewart

On a straight stretch of Rt. 92 in Minnehaha Springs, the Dresden Plate quilt
square brightly stands out against the aged barn on which it is mounted.

follow the direction of the
geese to Canada. The tri-
angle “geese” were also
used to point to the direc-
tion of water, food and
shelter.

The final square is also
in Slaty Fork, on Rt. 219.
It is called the Drunkard’s
Path. This square has a
couple meanings. During
the Civil War, it was used
by the Underground Rail-
road to warn escaped
slaves to not make a direct

path and instead zig-zag
and double back in order
to evade capture.

This pattern was also
used during the Temper-
ance Movement. Since
women were not yet al-
lowed to vote, they used
the pattern the express
their opinion concerning
the use of alcohol. The
movement used blue and
white for the pattern with
white standing for purity
and blue for water, the

purest beverage.

The barn quilt trail is
definitely not a straight
trail and may be hard to
do in one day, but it is a
great way to experience
Pocahontas County and
the history of quilt pat-
terns.

The Pocahontas County
Convention and Visitors
Bureau has pamphlets
with a list of the blocks
and their locations.

SEASONAL / TEMPORARY

RENTALS
Weekend « Weekly - Monthly

Fully Furnished - Includes Utilities
Experience the charm of Pocahontas County, West Virginia -
where scenic beauty meets outdoor adventure! From world-

class skiing and mountain biking at Snowshoe Mountain to the
tranquility of the Greenbrier River Trail, our community offers a
unique blend of nature, culture and local hospitality.
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A wonder of nature
at Honeycomb Rocks

From the Archives
Geoff Hamill

ccording to geolo-
Agists, the Appala-
hian  Mountains

were once the centerpiece
of the ancient superconti-
nent Pangaea, towering as
high or higher than the
Himalayas. Eons have
rounded off the old
mountains and replaced
glaciers with trees, form-
ing a range as beautiful as
any in the world.

The forces that lifted,
folded and weathered the
Appalachians sometimes
resulted in unusual geo-
logic processes and one of
the strangest known to ge-
ologists is on exhibit right
here in  Pocahontas
County.

The Honeycomb Rocks
are located just off the
Highland Scenic High-
way. Understanding the
educational value of the
geologic oddities, the For-
est Service has built a trail
for people to see the rocks
and signs to teach visitors
how the rocks were
formed.

The gravel walking path
covers a short distance,

just one-quarter mile
round trip, and is very
well-maintained. It is ac-
cessible for wheelchairs
and motorized scooters
for the handicapped. The
trail, lined with wildflow-
ers in places, winds
through a beautiful por-
tion of the Monongahela
National Forest. A bench
at the turnaround point
allows for a rest in the

SERVICE

MURPHY'S AUTO

QUALITY USED VEHIGLES
BODY & REPAIR SHOP
WRECKER & ROLLBACK ="

12745 Potomac Highlands Trail
Durbin, WV 26264

04-456-4858

Michael Murphy, Owner

most beautiful surround-
ings.

Visitors will find 10 sta-
tions along the trail, each
with an example of the
strange-looking boulders
and interpretive signs that
describe, in great detail,
the geologic processes
that formed the rocks. A

Den LLC

® Since2018 ®

Appetizers - Salads

828 Second Avenue, at the corner of Ninth Street
304-799-4555

OPEN DAILY 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.

Fresh, upscale menu - weekly specials on Facebook
Serving Lunch and Dinner - Take out welcome!

- Soups - Sandwiches
Entreés - Dessert

Photo by Geoff Hamill
The entrance to the Honeycombs Rocks interpretive trail on the Highland Sce-
nic Highway, five miles west of the US Route 219 intersection.

hike on the trail is relax-
ing and fun, but also an
excellent educational ex-
perience.

The grid or honeycomb
pattern on the rocks after
tectonic forces created in-
tersecting fractures in

sandstone rock. Over mil-

See ROCKS, page 25

FROST LOCATION OPEN

Food,

Thursday - Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Upscale fast food: starters, subs,
salads, burgers, pizza, more!

Frost Intersection - 304-799-4765

Grocery,
Gifts, Arts

Pocahontas County

AMOPERA
WIHOUSE

818 Third Avenue Marlinton, WV 24954
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Piedmont Bluz}
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SHOW 7PM « DOORS 6PM

TICKETS $10 « AGES 17 & UNDER: FREE
ADVANCE TICKETS ONLINE & 4TH AVE GALLERY

POCAHONTASOPERAHOUSE.ORG

THESE PROGRAMS ARE PRESENTED WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM DONATIONS FROM OUR COMMUNITY AND THE FOLLOWING:
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Thurs., September 12, at 7 p.m.
LONG POINT STRING BAND
Second Stage Series

Sun., October 6, at 7 p.m.

MOUNTAIN STAGE
WITH HOST KATHY MATTEA
Mainstage Performance Series

Sat., October 26, at 7 p.m.

FRANZ LISZT, SUPERSTAR!
WITH PIANIST BARBARA NISSMAN
Carnegie Classics Series

Friday, November 1, at 7 p.m.
THE RODNEY MARSALIS
PHILADELPHIA BIG BRASS

Mainstage Performance Series

Thurs., November 14, at 7 p.m.
SETH MAYNARD

Second Stage Series

MOUNTAIN

ST AGE

Photos by Geoff Hamill

Four scenic overlooks, at left, equipped with pavilions, picnic tables, grills and
trash receptacles are located along the Highland Scenic Highway. The overlooks
are a perfect place for a family picnic, with spectacular views of the Allegheny
Highlands. After a picnic, nearby attractions include Honeycomb Rocks, Cran-
berry Nature Center and the Cranberry Glades botanical area.

Above, The grid pattern in the boulders was formed when water deposited
harder rock in intersecting rock fractures. According to the Forest Service, Hon-
eycomb Rocks are a world class example of a rare quartz boxwork hematite de-

posit.
ROCKS from pg 24

lions of years, the frac-
tures were filled in with a
stronger, more durable
hematite-bonded sand-
stone. The softer sand-
stone eroded, revealing an
incredible grid pattern on
the exterior of the rocks.

The result is a true won-
der of nature. According
to the Forest Service,
“Honeycomb Rocks are a
world class example of a
quartz boxwork hema-
tite.” Especially curious
are wind and water ero-
sion patterns in the softer

enoownient SARTS

arts.gov

iz

West Virginia Department of

ARTS, CULTURE
AND HISTORY

611 CHURCH STREET, LEWISBURG, WV
(304) 645-7917 - www.carnegiehallwv.org

ol

SellinAntiqus, Vintage
Furniture and Thrift Items

Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

610-931-4374
Rt. 219, next to Buckeye Hardware

sandstone which, framed
by the harder stone, could
be mistaken for prehis-
toric rock carvings. The
Honeycomb Rocks really
need to be seen to be be-
lieved.

An excellent plan for an
afternoon family outing
would be a drive on the
Highland Scenic High-
way, a picnic at one of the
overlooks and a visit to
Honeycomb Rocks. The
picnic areas are clean and
equipped with a covered
pavilion, picnic tables,
barbecue grills, bear-

See ROCKS, page 26
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L. JAY KNICELEY
INSURANCE

STOP. BY OUR OFFICE!
818A TENTH AVENUE

MARLINTON

304-799-6243

For all your insurance
needs
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ROCKS from pg 25

proof trash receptacles.
Spring blossoms, summer
wildflowers, and autumn
leaves add color to spec-
tacular views of the Al-
legheny Highlands.
Bring a jacket, even
during summer, because
you will be refreshed by
the cool mountain air.
Honeycomb Rocks is lo-
cated on the Highland
Scenic  Highway (WV
Route 150), approxi-
mately five miles east of
the intersection with US
Route 219. Other nearby

° ATM - Groceries,
local and regional
meats and farm eggs
° Beer, wine, snacks,
organics and
gluten-free options
°Gas, diesel, off-road
and non-ethanol fuels

> Tinctures and High
Quality CBD products
°Souvenirs ° Live Bait

304-653-4689

8905 Seneca Trail
(Rt. 219) Hillsboro

Open seven days a week

Serving Breakfast

and Lunch
Wed. - Sat.,
8 am.-2pm.

We serve local coffee,
eggs, meat and veggies.

Eat in or Carryout [i

304-653-4111
INSIDE LEVELS DEPOT

attractions include the
Cranberry Nature Center,
the Cranberry Glades
botanical area and the
Falls of Hill Creek scenic
area.

For more information,
call the Marlinton Ranger
District at 304-799-4334.

Photo by Geoff Hamill
A gravel trail is well
maintained and handi-
capped accessible. A
round trip to all of the ed-
ucational stations is just
one-quarter mile.

FREE WATER ANALYSIS!
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Thrift Store and

Cons1gnment Furmture

304 427-0019 -

*Homemade Candies
. *» Seasonal Treats!

e BACTERIAL
e CHLORINE

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

§ Water Treatment Systems that Work...
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)
Now available with Wi-Fi
e Sales and Service ® Pumps
* We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

CITY & COUNTY WATER,
WELLS, SPRINGS & CISTERNS
HOMES ¢ BUSINESSES ¢ CAMPS

ECOWATER SYSTEMS USE
1/3 THE SALT AND 1/2 THE WATER
OF OTHER WATER SYSTEMS,
AND COST LESS THAN
$2 PER YEAR TO OPERATE.

e Bottled water quality, without the

Your Water. Perfected.

Hapny
Campers,
Hikers, Bikers
and Hunters
shop here!

e Quality meats
e Deli/Bakery
e Groceries

call a\\eaﬂ !

° SpeCiaIty Trays ‘““g-gﬂ inconvenience of bottles
* Pizzas, Hot Subs - and snec\a\ * 100 % FINANCING _
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POCAHONTAS IGA HOMETOWN Treatment | onseWVi028787

Rt. 219 ¢ Marlinton
304-799-6667 pocahontas.iga.com
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. ¢ Sunday 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.

View our weekly specials, download coupons, recipes and more online.
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For All Your WV Real Estate Info
RemaxCountryWV.com

Building Sites with Views

AR k

Starter Homes Large Tracts of Land Vacation Homes & Condos

Martha Giddings-Broker/Owner 304.651.2099 martygiddings@remax.net
Michael Hughes-Agent/Owner 304.651.2100 mhughes@remax.net
Heather Pace-Sales Associate 434.953.7574 heather.pace@remax.net
Ryan Pace-Sales Associate 434.960.4556 ryan.pace@remax.net

570 Cass Rd Slatyfork, WV 26291

RE/MAX RE/MAX

Snowshoe Resort Snowshoe Resort
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