
MARLINTON, POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 24954 visit us on the web at pocahontastimes.com

       The 
  Pocahontas Times

Periodical Postage Paid at Marlinton, WV 24954 
THE POCAHONTAS TIMES 

(Post Office No. 436-640 - ISSN No. 07388373)

Serving Pocahontas County in the Endless Mountains of Appalachia

Let City National Bank Help You Reach Your Goal

304-799-4640 
www.bankatcity.com

A new auto, new home or refinance...
We have several 
loan options at 
great low rates.  

Stop by for all the details.

OCTOBER 17, 2024 VOL. 142 NO. 22

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

For more than 60 
years, astronomers, 
scientists and physi-

cists have tried to answer the 
question – is their intelligent 
life outside of Earth? 

At the Durbin Lions Club 
meeting last Tuesday, Green 
Bank Observatory Scientist 
Emeritus Jay Lockman pre-
sented a program on the 
Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence – SETI – and the 
discoveries that have been 
made in the process. 

Lockman, who previously 
worked for the NRAO in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
began his career at the Green 
Bank facility in 1993  with 

the intention of staying for 
just one year. Now, 31 years 
later, he reflects on all the 
work and accomplishments 
made during his time there. 

“Lately, I’ve been talking 
about this particular topic be-
cause it really interests me,” 
he said. “That is the Scien-
tific Search for Extraterres-
trial Intelligence.” 

In doing research through 
SETI, many questions are 
asked – is Earth special? Is 
there intelligent life on other 
planets? Did there used to be 
intelligent life on other plan-
ets? Where have they gone? 
Why don’t they communi-
cate? 

Those questions drove as-
trophysicist and astrobiolo-
gist Frank Drake to begin the 

search in 1960. He came to 
Green Bank and used the 
Tatel telescope to see if he 
could pick up radio signals 
from two nearby stars. 

“No one had ever done 
that with enough sensitivity 
to have a chance of success,” 
Lockman said.  

“Frank looked, saw noth-
ing, and that got the ball 
rolling. A year later, at Green 
Bank, was the first confer-
ence on communications 
with extraterrestrials. There 
were about a dozen to fifteen 
people in the lounge there in 
the residence hall. They 
spent three or four days talk-
ing about the possibilities. 

“Green Bank has been the 
center for SETI studies ever 
since.” 

It was in that same lounge 
that Drake created the Drake 
equation which is used to es-
timate the number of intelli-
gent civilizations in the 
cosmos. This equation is in-
tegral in the search. 

So, the question has been 
asked over and over again –
 is there anyone out there? 

“We know from life on 
Earth, you need a star to pro-
vide the energy,” Lockman 
said. “You need a planet to 
live on. You want the planet 
to be not too hot and not too 
cold. This is often called the 
Goldilocks criteria. You want 
it to have life and to have in-
telligent life. 

60 years of SETI – the search continues

THE STUDENT BODY of Pocahontas County High 
School elected Ellena Bauserman and Trenton Brock 
as this year’s Homecoming Queen and King. The two 
were crowned at halftime of the PCHS vs Wirt 
County Football game Friday night. PCHS photo

Royal Warriors

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

When she was a lit-
tle girl, Autumn 
Warder worked 

for her Pap and Gran at 
Meck’s Bakery. The grand-
daughter of James and Karen 
Meck, her most vivid mem-
ories are of helping at the 
bakery and learning how to 
bake. 

“Pap was the person I 
learned from because he was 
more hands on,” she said. 
“Gran would do what was 
behind the scenes. He did the 
studies and the creativity of 
the recipe tweaking.” 

Warder kept up her baking 
hobby after the bakery 
closed in 2008 and was en-
couraged by the need for 
baked goods to start her own 
business this year called 
Meck’s Legacy Bakery. 

“I’ve always liked bak-
ing,” she said. “People were 

always saying, ‘hey, you 
should make me this, you 
should make me that.’ It’s 
just progressed from there.” 

Warder moved to Green 
Bank after marrying Drake 
Warder. Between Green 
Bank and her job at Snow-
shoe, she grew a fan base to 
the point where she now sup-
plies baked goods for The 
Snowshoe Hare, in Slaty 
Fork; Cass Trading Post and 
Homegrown Harvest in 
Green Bank. 

Carrying on the work of 
her Pap, Warder uses a lot of 
the family recipes to bake 
breads, cinnamon rolls, 
sticky buns, pepperoni rolls 
and more. She has also done 
some tweaking of her own 
for customers who have food 
allergies. 

“Long fermented sour-
dough is gluten free 
friendly,” she said. “You can 

Carrying on the legacy

FARMERS LOOK FOR grass in the spring, and Snowshoe Resort anxiously awaits the first snow of the win-
ter season. It was a short wait this year, with snow falling October 14-15. Photo courtesy of Snowshoe Resort

A dusting of what’s to come

THE TOWN OF Marlinton received a $25,000 dona-
tion last week to be used for the Roger L. Trusler Me-
morial Park. The donation was from Roger’s brother, 
Arthur G. Trusler, Jr. and Roger’s nephew, Arthur G. 
Trusler, III. 
 
A memorial fund has been established for donations 
which will be used for construction of park facilities 
in spring/summer 2025. 
 
Donations may be mailed or delivered to the Marlin-
ton Town Office, 702 Second Avenue, Marlinton, WV 
24954 
 
Pictured is Marlinton Town Council Member Olivia 
Dean and Mayor Sam Felton.
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FOLLOWING IN THE footsteps of her grandparents 
who owned and operated Meck’s Bakery in Cass, Au-
tumn Warder has started her own bakery named 
Meck’s Legacy Bakery. Photo courtesy of Autumn Wardersee Legacy pg 9

see SETI pg 5



JJ Potts, on behalf of the 
Center for Organ Recov-
ery and Education and 

Donate Life West Virginia, 
presented a Platinum Award 
to Lori Riggsby, RN, and 
PMH Public Relations and 
Special Projects Coordinator 
Susan Wilkins in recognition 
of Pocahontas Memorial 
Hospital’s participation in 
the “Donate Life WV Hospi-
tal Challenge.” 

The Platinum Award is the 
second highest level of 
recognition in the competi-
tion. This is the fifth Plat-
inum award (and seventh 

award total) PMH has re-
ceived since 2017 when it 
first began participating in 
the challenge to raise aware-
ness of the importance of 
organ donation.  

Some of the awareness ac-
tivities at PMH for the 2024 
challenge included a flag 
raising ceremony, educa-
tional rounding and presen-
tations for staff and board, 
PSAs on the local radio sta-
tion, articles and ads in the 
newspaper, posters or dis-
plays in the hospital and 
community, and an exten-
sive social media campaign.

Pocahontas County 
Homeland Security 
and Emergency Man-

agement Director Michael 
O’Brien provided the fol-
lowing report of the 660 
calls received by the 911 
center during the month of 
September: 

Nature of Call/ 
Total Calls Received 

911 ABD, open, hang-up –
 44 
Abandoned vehicle – 3 
Accidental dial – 4 
Agency assistance – 3 
Law, animal control – 9 
Assault/battery – 2 
Accident with injuries – 6 
Auto accident – 18 
Law, breaking and entering 
– 5 
Fire, brush – 1 
CAD2CAD – 2 

Law, citizen assist/non-
emergency – 20 
Controlled burn – 5 

The following hearings 
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court 
before the Honorable Judge 
Robert E. Richardson: 

Bond was modified in the 
case the State vs Jeremy D. 
Moore, 39, of Marlinton, to 
allow the defendant to have 
drug screenings through 
Saint Joseph Recovery, 
rather than the Day Report 
Center, and to allow him to 
leave the state for employ-
ment purposes. 

Joseph Lynn Thompson, 
33, of Marlinton, appeared 
by video from the Tygart 
Valley Regional Jails for a 
status hearing. Defense 
counsel asked that bond be 
reinstated. The state asked 
that Thompson remain incar-
cerated since he failed to ap-
pear for a hearing in this case 
and in magistrate cases. 
Thompson remains incarcer-
ated. 

Andrew Baybutt, 50, of 
Mechanicsville, Virginia, 
waived his right to a speedy 
trial during this term of 
court. Trial is set for January 
29, 2025. Baybutt was in-
dicted by the December 
2022 Grand Jury on two 
counts, sexual abuse by a 
parent of a child, and two 
counts, sexual abuse in the 
first degree. 

Trial is set for December 
10 in the case the State vs 
Ayden Carroll, 21, of Cass. 
Carroll was indicted on four 
counts, sexual assault in the 
third degree; and two counts, 
sexual abuse, third degree. 

At a sentencing hearing 
July 31, Skylar Tincher, 25, 

of Buckeye, was sentenced 
to the state penitentiary for a 
determinate sentence of five 
years, with 135 days’ credit 
for time served. A hearing 
regarding credit for time 
served was held September 
25, wherein defense counsel 
filed a written motion to dis-
qualify prosecuting attorney 
Joni Nichols as she was 
Judge Richardson’s law 
clerk. The matter was con-
tinued. Tincher had pleaded 
guilty to the felony offense 
of wanton endangerment in-
volving the use of a firearm 
and a lesser included offense 
of malicious assault. 

Jacob McClure, 34, of 
Marlinton waived his right to 
a speedy trial in this term of 
court. The matter is moved 
to the December term. Mc-
Clure was indicted on one 
count, sexual assault in the 
second degree; one count, 
sexual abuse, first degree. 

Courtney Fay Wilfong, 38, 
of Marlinton, has been ac-

cepted into drug court, and a 
change of plea, as Courtney 
Kincaid, is set for October 
23. Wilfong/Kincaid was in-
dicted on one count, bur-
glary; one count, conspiracy; 
one count, petit larceny; two 
counts, conspiracy; one 
count, receiving or transfer-
ring stolen goods. 

Plea negotiations are in 
the works in the case the 
State vs Joshua Kincaid, 38, 
of Marlinton. Kincaid 
waived his right to a speedy 
trial during this term of 
court. The matter is contin-
ued to December 18. Kin-
caid was indicted on one 
count, conspiracy; two 
counts, conspiracy; one 
count, receiving or transfer-
ring stolen goods. 

A remote status hearing 
was scheduled in the case the 
State vs Philip Curtis Leone, 
40, of Monterville. Leone 
has recently been incarcer-

ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS 

The deadline to 
request an application 

for an Absentee Ballot by Mail is        
Wednesday, October 30.  

Contact the Pocahontas County Clerk’s      
Office at 304-799-4549 or visit the          

office  Monday through Friday,             
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

PMH receives award

Circuit Court

911 Center Report

Daily Specials!  
Call or visit our FB page

WEEKEND SPECIAL -  
FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY:  

MASHED POTATO BOWL: Mashed potatoes, fried 
chicken, corn, gravy and a biscuit. 

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

Open  
Thursday -  
S day 

 - 9 p.m. 
7847 Seneca Trail      

Hillsboro 

304-653-2646

Serving lunch and 

dinner,  desserts,            

milkshakes,  ice 

cream, lattés,               

espresso, and more.         

~Dine in or carry out~ 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Friday, Oct. 25 
Arbovale Community Center 

4 - 6 p.m. or until it’s gone 
Take out only - $10 per quart  

Bring quart containers if possible

Mulligan 
Stew!

It’s  

back! 

It’s 

delicious!

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Located behind State Farm Insurance/Second Avenue 

Open Monday – Friday • 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Thank you for  

your patronage! 

Rayetta and Anna

Effective October 31, we will no 
longer be serving lunch. 

 
We will be open  

November and December for  
catering and special orders. 

 
If you have a gift card, you may 
redeem it prior to October 31,  

or you can make a special order 
before the end of 2024. 

 
To inquire about  

catering and special orders,  
call 304-799-4888.

Home-cooked food
from scratch

304-799-2240
DINE IN / CARRY OUT

Open Fri. and Sat. 4 - 7 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Best Cheesecake Around
View menu on Facebook

3756 Jerico Road, Marlinton 
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

Rt. 39, Marlinton
Reserve your table and order 

your meal in advance.  
Call by 1 p.m. the day of 

your choice:  
304-799-5471.  

locusthillwv.com

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin  
& Restaurant

RESTAURANT  
NOW OPEN FOR       
PUBLIC DINING              

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK               
5 - 8 p.m. 

By Advance Reservation 
only - Sorry, no  

walk-ins, please.
View menu online at 

EARLY VOTING
Early voting for the November 5, 2024 
General Election  Wednesday, October 
23 through Saturday, November 2  in 
the Commission Room at the 
Pocahontas County Courthouse. 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Satudays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Enter by way of the        
handicapped entrance 
on the right side of         
the courthouse.

HHIIDDDDEENN  CCRREEEEKKHIDDEN CREEK

Fresh Produce • Baked Goods 
•Bulk Foods • Back-to-Basics

NEW HOURS:  
Thurs. - Sat. 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Fresh donuts every   
Saturday morning!

1455 Lobelia Road, Hillsboro 
1.5 miles from Rt. 219  

304-653-4042

see Court pg 12

see 911 pg 6

PICTURED FROM LEFT: JJ Potts, Susan Wilkins and 
Lori Riggsby.

Deadline for Application 
to vote Absentee by mail is 
Wednesday, October 30. 
Don’t wait until the last 
minute. Applications are 
available now. 

Early voting at the court-
house will begin Wednes-

day, October 23, and con-
tinue through Saturday, No-
vember 2, in the commis- 
sion room. Monday - Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. You must use the 
handicapped entrance. 

Sample ballots will be 
published in The Pocahon-
tas Times October 17 and 
October 31. 

For more information, 
contact the Office of the 
Pocahontas County Clerk at 
304-799-4549.
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SPAGHETTI  
DINNER 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 
4:30 - 7 p.m. 

Hillsboro 
Elementary 

School

$10 adults 
$5 age 5 and  

younger 
Homemade rolls! 

This is a fundraiser for HES PTO

General Election Dates and Details

THIS PHOTO SHOWS the Marlinton Depot in 1945 and the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway’s Brill railcar #9055 on its daily passenger run on the railroad’s Green-
brier Division.  It traveled from Ronceverte to Bartow and back.  
 
Passenger service ended in 1958.  All rail service ended with the line’s abandon-
ment in 1978. Photo courtesy of Dave Watson from Abandoned Railroads in WV

All aboard



A Pocahontas County 
Halloween Story 

 
Ken Springer 
Contributing Writer 

 
“There are more things in 

heaven and earth, Horatio, 
than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy.” ~ Shakespeare 

 

The young girl knew 
every inch of the hills 
and hollers surround-

ing her grandparent’s Poca-
hontas County farm. At ten 
years of age, the precocious 
child could show you the 
best locations for gathering 
ramps, morels and ginseng. 

Mary Margaret Bigham 
knew the location of ice 
caves, a necessity for mak-
ing ice cream throughout the 
summer months. She knew 
where every natural spring 
was for several miles in each 
direction, much to the local 
bootleggers’ delight. 

Mary Margaret’s grandfa-
ther taught her to identify 
birds by their song and to 
recognize the tracks of every 
varmint and feathered friend 
living in the verdant valleys 
and mountains surrounding 
the farm. 

Yet, her favorite place to 
play was a pawpaw patch, 
and she didn’t tell anyone 
about her secret spot. It was 
where she tried to remember 
as much as she could about 
her mother. 

It was 1933, the height of 
the Great Depression, and 
young Mary Margaret re-
sided with her loving, but 
aging grandparents, Jonah 
and Gracie Aiken. 

Her broken-hearted father, 
Richard, served in the Ore-
gon Civilian Conservation 
Corps. A famous quip during 
the Depression was, “You 
couldn’t buy a job.”  

At least the CCC offered 

young men a job and a regu-
lar paycheck. 

When Mary Margaret was 
only eight, her comely 
raven-haired mother, Helen, 
went off into the woods one 
spring day to forage for wild 
mustard greens and was 
never seen or heard from 
again. 

Well over a hundred 
neighbors and friends – men 
and women – searched every 
nook and cranny of Poca-
hontas and surrounding 
counties for over a month 
looking for Helen, but to no 
avail. 

Shortly after Helen’s sud-
den disappearance, rumors 
began circulating throughout 
the county. Some speculated 
that she ran off with a 
wealthy coal baron, while 
others surmised that she had 
taken her own life; neither 
was even remotely true. 
Helen loved her family with 
all her heart. 

The family’s grief was 
only heightened by not 
knowing what had happened 
to Helen. Mary Margaret 
missed her mother terribly 
and often cried herself to 
sleep at night. Her grandpar-
ents tried their best to con-
sole her, but life with a 
broken and distant father and 
no mother was a challenge 
for the young lass. 

Both of her sets of grand-
parents were of Scots Irish 
descent, and they brought 
their traditions and values of 
hard work to West Virginia. 
They also carried their su-
perstitious beliefs from the 
old country. 

On her mother’s side, 
Mary Margaret’s great-
grandmother was said to 
have had abilities that they 
called the “gift.” also known 
as An Da Shealladh or “sec-

ond sight.” 
Granny Aiken suspected 

that little Mary Margaret 
also possessed the gift of 

anomalous cognition. She 
seemed to know where lost 

Last week, the Wash-
ington Post’s Depart-
ment of Data project 

ran an article looking at li-
brary use in the United 
States. The Post uncovered a 
survey from April of this 
year that asked more than 50 
library-related questions. 

The results are fascinat-
ing.  

It turns out that Pocahon-
tas County Libraries defy 
pretty much every nation-
wide trend. 

Across the country, the 
people who are most likely 
to use public libraries are 
adults under age 30, people 
living in urban areas, people 
who attend religious services 
at least once a month and 
Democrats.  

And, nationwide, library 
patrons are more likely to be 
financially well-off. About 
30 percent of respondents 
making more than $100,000 
per year visit a library at 
least monthly. The figure 
falls to 20 percent for those 
making under $50,000 annu-
ally. 

While attending religious 
services at least once per 
month is a good indicator of 
library use, the results vary 
widely among different reli-
gions. About 41 percent of 
people who identify with a 
major non-Christian religion 
(Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, 
Buddhist) use libraries at 
least once per month. Just 19 
percent of Protestants do so. 
Catholics and atheist/agnos-
tics come in at 31 and 28 
percent, respectively. 

The survey also uncov-
ered stark differences across 
different age groups—adults 
under the age of 44 were 
twice as likely to use the li-
brary regularly as those aged 
45 and older. 

But the thing I found re-
ally interesting is that all 
those demographic differ-
ences disappear when you 
control for a single variable: 
people who live in rural 
areas are far less likely to 
use libraries than those in 
urban areas. 

That’s a significant find-
ing. 

After all, our entire county 
is officially classified as 
rural. Indeed, West Virginia 
has the third-highest per-
centage of population living 
in rural areas—about 55 per-
cent of us. Only Vermont 
(65%) and Maine (61%) 
have higher percentages of 
rural residents. 

Demographically, we re-
semble groups that the Post 
found don’t use the library 
regularly. The median 
county resident is 49 years 
old, earns under $50,000 an-
nually and identifies as 
Protestant and conservative. 

And yet, last year, we had 
more than 33,000 visits—the 
equivalent of just under five 
visits per resident. Library 
patrons here access library 
materials at a far higher rate 
than those in surrounding 
rural counties, as well.  

So why do we defy so 
many nationwide trends? 

Access. 
The Post found that prox-

imity is the big factor in the 
gap in library use between 
urban and rural residents. 
People in urban areas live 
much closer to libraries than 
those in rural areas.  

Other demographic splits 
are downstream of location. 
That is, we see higher library 
use among those who are 
young, liberal, non-Protes-
tant because those are the 
people who live in cities and 
thus close to a library. But 
older, more conservative 
Protestants who live in a city 
are about as likely to use the 
library as their demographic 
counterparts. 

Pocahontas County Li-
braries has branches near 
where people live. 

The Bird Nest

304-636-7732
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net 

Trick or Treat  
in Marlinton 

Thursday, October 31, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Costume judging and activities to foɭow at                           
Discovery Junction! (Sponsored by Dari-Land)

Thursday, October 31, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Costume judging and activities to foɭow at         
Discovery Junction! (Sponsored by Dari-Land)

Thursday, October 31 
5 - 7 p.m. Trick or Treat 

7 p.m. Activities at BFD Firehall

SATURDAY, OCT. 19 
2p.m. - MARBLE PUMPKINS WITH MICHELLE 

4p.m. - TRICK OR TREAT, BUG TRAIN,              
HALLOWEEN THEMED   

PETTING ZOO, KIDS’ GAMES,   
CONCESSIONS 

6p.m. - KIDS’ TRAIL 

7 - 9 p.m.- HAUNTED TRAIL

SATURDAY, OCT. 19 
2p.m. - MARBLE PUMPKINS WITH MICHELLE 

4p.m. - TRICK OR TREAT, BUG TRAIN,      
HALLOWEEN THEMED  

PETTING ZOO, KIDS’ GAMES,  
CONCESSIONS 

6p.m. - KIDS’ TRAIL 

7 - 9 p.m.- HAUNTED TRAIL

see Nest pg 9

see Library pg 12
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A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

TRIVIA  
– a little         

something to 
think about

Library Lines
by Joe Miller, 

Director of Development

Grandpa knows… 
It ain’t too late… 
He’s gone… 
To git… 
Some widder bait. 
Burma-Shave 
 
A Christmas hug… 
A birthday kiss… 
Awaits… 
The woman… 
Who gives this… 
Burma-Shave

1. The Gold Rush of 1849 
occurred in which US state? 

2. In the novel “To Kill a 
Mockingbird,” what was At-
ticus Finch’s occupation? 

3. Who wrote the novel 
“The Last of the Mohicans”, 
first published in 1826? 

4. The choreographer of 
the movie “High School 
Musical” previously chore-
ographed what popular 1987 
movie?



OPERA HOUSE 
The Onlies will bring its 

unique blend of fiddles, gui-
tars and banjos to the historic 
stage Friday, October 25, at 
7 p.m. Tickets, $10, are 
available in advance from 
the 4th Avenue Gallery and 
online at pocahontasopera 
house.org or at the door the 
evening of the event. Ages 
17 and younger are admitted 
free. 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Dunmore Commu-
nity Association Volunteer 
Workday Saturday, October 
19, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Dunmore Community Cen-
ter. 

Steve Williams, Demo-
cratic candidate for Gover-
nor of West Virginia, and 
Patrick Morrisey, Republi-
can candidate, will partici-
pate in a debate, hosted by 
Hoppy Kercheval, Tuesday, 
October 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on WV MetroNews.  

 
MEETINGS 

Pocahontas County Dem- 
ocratic Executive Commit-

tee Monday, October 21, 6 
p.m. at McClintic Library.   
Open to the public.  Contact 
Jay Miller at jvmiller2008@ 
gmail.com   for the Zoom 
connection. 

Pocahontas County Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
Wednesday, October 23, 7 
p.m. at McClintic Library.  

The Pocahontas County 
Chapter of the West Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau and 
Pocahontas Producers 
Livestock Cooperative will 
hold their Annual Dinner 

and Meeting Wednesday, 
October 23,  6:30 p.m. at the 
Opera House. To attend, 
please RSVP by calling the 
WVU Extension Office at 
304-799-4852 before 3 p.m. 
Friday October 18. 

Allegheny Post 117 meet-
ing scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 25, has been can-
celed. Next meeting will be 
Tuesday, November 19.  

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, sec-
ond Monday of each month 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClin-

tic Library. Everyone wel-
come. 

Upper Pocahontas Com-
munity Cooperative Sec-
ond Monday of each month 
6:30 p.m. at Durbin Commu-
nity Library. 

 
EVENTS 

Eighth Annual Empty 
Bowls Fundraiser Thurs-
day, October 17, 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the opera house. First 200 
ticketholders take home a 

Cabbage Roll Soup 
1 medium yellow onion, 

diced  
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1-pound green cabbage, 

thinly sliced and chopped 
into 1-inch pieces  

2 medium carrots, diced 
1 Tbsp. olive oil 
1-pound lean ground beef 
1 1/2 tsp. paprika 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
 32 oz. beef broth 
14.5 oz. can diced toma-

toes  
8 oz. can tomato sauce 
1 cup water 
2 Tbsp. packed light 

brown sugar 
1 Tbsp. Worcestershire 

Sauce 
1 tsp. apple cider vinegar  
1 bay leaf 
1/2 cup uncooked long 

grain white rice 
2 Tbsp. fresh parsley 

coarsely chopped 
Place diced onion and gar-

lic in a bowl.  Place chopped 
cabbage and diced carrots in 
another bowl.  Heat olive oil 
in large pot or Dutch oven 
over medium high heat until 
shimmering.  Add onion and 
garlic, ground beef, paprika, 
salt  and pepper and cook, 
breaking up meat into small 
pieces with a wooden spoon 
until beef is cooked through 
and onions softened, 10-12 
minutes.   

Add beef broth and scrape 
up any browned bits from 
bottom of pot. Add toma-
toes, tomato sauce, Worces-
tershire sauce, apple cider 
vinegar and bay leaf. Stir to 
combine and bring to boil 
over high heat.  Reduce heat 
to simmer and add cabbage, 
carrots and rice.  Cook, stir-
ring occasionally, until rice 

and cabbage are tender, 30-
40 minutes.   Discard bay 
leaf, taste for seasonings.   
Garnish with parsley. Serves 
6-8.   

 
Cheddar Chive Biscuits 
1 3/4 cups flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper  
5 Tbsp. cold unsalted but-

ter 
1/2 cup grated sharp ched-

dar cheese 
2 Tbsp. minced fresh 

chives 
3/4 cup buttermilk  
Preheat oven to 400 de-

grees. Lightly grease cookie 
sheet.   Sift flour, baking 
powder, baking soda, salt 
and pepper into a large 
bowl.  Using a pastry blen-
der or 2 knives cut butter 
into dry ingredients until 
mixture resembles coarse 
meal. Or grate the butter into 
the dry ingredients and mix 
well. Add cheese and chives 
and stir to blend.  

Make a well in the center 
of the mixture, add butter-
milk and stir vigorously until 
batter comes away from side 
of bowl, about 1 minute.  

Drop in 2 Tbsp. amounts 
spaced 2-3 inches apart on 
lightly greased cookie sheet. 
Bake until golden brown, 
12-15 minutes.  

Makes about 20 biscuits.

Letters to the Editor

Community Calendar

Pharmacy open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Medical Plaza, 105 Duncan Road, Buckeye

• Freshly ground   
PMH Pharmacy 

Blend Coffee 
• Seasonal Drink 

Specials 
• Hot and Iced 

Specialty Coffees 

Stop in on your way to work, on your way 
home or when you’re picking up a prescription!

Fresh scones, 
muffins and 
other yummy 
baked items!

Open Monday - Friday  
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.   

#pmhcoffee

Try our Lunch Box Specials! 
Available Tuesday - Thursday. 

Check out our Facebook page for current offerings

Handcrafted  
Coffee

TTRRIICCKK  OORR    TTRREEAATT    
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OOCCTT..  3311    

TRICK OR  TREAT  
5 - 7 p.m. in the Town of Hillsboro 

and 

 TRUNK OR TREAT  
at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church,    
    6 - 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY  
  OCT. 31  

at Homegrown Harvest 
4914 Potomac Highland Trail 

Green Bank 
Locally roasted coffee,          

specialty drinks, baked goods 
and lunch specials 

HOURS 
Wed. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday   

7 -   5 p.m. 
Saturday   

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CW’s Corn Maze  
& Pumpkin Patch

HAUNTED EVENTS –                       
FLASHLIGHT MAZE OCT. 12 

HAUNTED CORN MAZE                 
OCT. 26 ($15) 

More on Facebook at CW’s Corn 
Maze or wilfongfarmswv.com 

16110 Cass Road, Cass, WV 
10‐acre maze, one‐acre pumpkin patch, barrel 
train, petting zoo, corn box, gravity wagon        

basketball, jump pad, mining sluice, pedal track and        
other fun games. NEW THIS YEAR: Culvert Mountain!

Regular mazes every Saturday and         
Sunday, now through October 27 

Saturday 10 a.m. ‐ 6 p.m. 
Sunday noon ‐ 6 pm. 

Admission $10 
 Children age 2 and younger free
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Tree trimmings and 
tree removal are not 
the only things that 

were removed this past 
week. The Demo bid, that 
was accepted on September 
9, resulted in six more va-
cant or abandoned structures 
being removed, as well. The 
seventh   structure and a 
small shed-type building 
should be removed by the 
time you read this. Another 
round of demolition activity 
is planned for spring/sum-
mer 2025.  

What began as a tentative 
plan for a First Avenue Park 
in Memory of  Roger L. 
Trusler, is turning into a plan 
for spring/summer 2025. 
Contributions have begun to 
come in to the Town’s spe-
cial account for that purpose. 
Now, we need your contri-
bution to make the park what 
we would like for it to be. 

On September 26, I served 
my last meeting as Board 
Chairman of The Regional 

Optical Communications 
(ROC). ROC began as an 
11-county effort of Region 1 
and Region 4 Planning and 
Development Councils. The 
sole purpose and mission of 
ROC was the promotion and 
implementation of Broad-
band throughout the region. 
By applying for and receiv-
ing an ARC Power Grant, 
ROC pooled the resources 
that made possible the hiring 
of The Thrasher Group to 
create a statewide study. The 
completed study became a 
model for the state and is 
now being used by the de-
velopment office. This work 
enabled West Virginia to be 
the third state in the nation to 
gain eligibility for The 
Broadband Equity, Access 
and Deployment (BEAD) 
Program.  

BEAD is to provide 
$42.45 billion dollars to ex-
pand high-speed internet ac-

Open Letter to Pocahontas 
County Residents 

Subject:  County Resi-
dents Hazard Mitigation/ 
Flood Buyout Public Meet-
ing 

I would like to begin by 
thanking Cory Clay and 
Tammy Sneed of the West 
Virginia Emergency Man-
agement Division for travel-
ling from Charleston to brief 
county residents on Flood-
plain Mitigation procedures 
and available funding.  Al-
though they were scheduled 
here by the town of Marlin-
ton, the mitigation proce-
dures/rules and available 
funding applies to all of Poc-
ahontas County as well as 
Marlinton residents. 

Hazard mitigation plan-
ning reduces loss of life and 
property by minimizing the 
impact of disasters. It begins 
with state, tribal and local 

governments identifying nat-
ural disaster risks and vul-
nerabilities that are common 
in their area.  There are thou-
sands of dollars in grant 
money available that can be 
used to purchase and tear 
down houses in the flood-
plain areas or raise the foun-
dations and other financial 
support for people with 
property in the floodplain 
areas.  Floodplain mitigation 
projects are very important 
to the town of Marlinton, 
town of Durbin, and Poca-
hontas County residents that 
live in the floodplains.  Any 
grants used to support the 
county, Durbin or Marlinton 
residents must be approved 
by those entities before 
being distributed. 

I find it interesting that 
neither the Mayor of Marlin-
ton, no one from the Marlin-
ton Town Council, and/or no 

one from the Pocahontas 
County Commission found it 
necessary to attend the im-
portant briefing to learn 
about the Floodplain Hazard 
Mitigation benefits of the 
residents they serve, espe-
cially since it was planned 
ahead of time, and everyone 
was notified.   

Any mitigation funds dis-
tributed must be approved by 
them prior to requesting out-
side funds. 

David J. Cain 
Marlinton 

 
Editor, 

I find the decision outlined 
in The Pocahontas Times 
that the buildings at some of 
the Green Box Sites which 
are used by the community 
to make available free items 
that still have some life left 
for adoption are going to be 
sold or destroyed and placed 

in the landfill, foolish and 
uncaring.    

The current system allows 
items that still have useful 
life to find a new home and 
be recycled and not end up in 
a landfill, rapidly approach-
ing capacity.  A lot of folks 
at all income levels have 
benefited from this approach 
for many years.  I think it is 
time that any significant de-
cision like this to include the 
obligation of funds for spe-
cial projects should be voted 
on by the entire community 
rather than decided by some 
politicians playing King. 
Now the response by the 
politicians will probably be 
that if we did this, we will 
never be able to do these 
special projects. Well, guess 
what, it’s our money and not 
yours.  
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by R.A. Mathews 
 

Walter Geoffrey, a 
French bulldog, 
became an inter-

net sensation years ago 
when his mom began plac-
ing videos of Walter online. 
I remember one that had 
more than 16 million 
views. Walter and his mom 
were out for a drive, and 
she had passed the park. 
Walter saw this. Even 
though she tried to explain 
that the park was closed, 
Walter had a meltdown.  

If you haven’t laughed 
today, Google “Walter Ge-
offrey.” You won’t be dis-
appointed. His barking 
outbursts are hilarious.  

Often in relationships, 
the party with the most 
power tends to be the least 
diplomatic. I’ll let you fig-
ure out who’s who in Wal-
ter Geoffrey’s world. 

In the Bible, a military 
captain knew he had the 
upper hand when the king 
of Israel dispatched him to 
bring in a holy man named 
Elijah.  

It seems King Ahaziah 
feared for his life after suf-
fering a bad fall and had 
sent messengers to ask the 
god, Baal-zebub, if he 
would recover. But the 
messengers had been 
turned back by Elijah who 
said, “Is it because there’s 
no God in Israel, that 
you’re going to inquire of 
Baal-zebub?” 

Elijah then said the faith-
less king was going to die. 

When Ahaziah heard 
those dire words, he asked 

for a description of the 
prophet and knew it was 
Elijah. 

That’s when the king 
sent the captain with fifty 
men to get the holy man. 
The troops found the 
prophet sitting on a hill, 
and the captain then or-
dered him to come down.  

I guarantee that this cap-
tain used a tone that meant 
business. I say this not just 
because the party with the 
most power tends to be the 
least diplomatic but also 
because Elijah didn’t come 
down. Instead, the prophet 
summoned fire from 
heaven. 

Not the first time.  
In fact, you could call 

Elijah the pyro-prophet. 
Years earlier, in a big dis-
play before the people of 
Northern Israel, Elijah had 
called down fire from 
heaven to burn a sacrifice 
on an altar and prove the 
power of God. (1 Kings 
18:38) 

But since there was no 
altar, why did Elijah want 
fire? Here it is— 

The fire descended and 
burned up the captain and 
his fifty men, protecting 
Elijah from the evil king’s 
troops. 

Ahaziah immediately 
dispatched another captain 
with fifty men. Apparently, 
this second captain hadn’t 
put two and two together, 
because he also thought he 
was more powerful than 
the holy man. The captain 
proceeded to demand that 
Elijah come down from the 
hill. 

Same thing happened—
Elijah called for fire from 
heaven and the captain and 
his men were destroyed. 

Ahaziah then dispatched 
a third captain with fifty 
men, but this commander 
fell to his knees before Eli-
jah. The military man knew 
what was what. The captain 
said, “Please let my life and 
the lives of these fifty ser-
vants of yours be precious 
in your sight.” 

An angel immediately 
told Elijah, “Go, do not be 
afraid.” 

So, Elijah went with 
them. The prophet ap-
peared before the king and 
said, “Because you have 
sent messengers to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, you shall 
surely die.” And Ahaziah 
died. (2 Kings 1:2-17 ESV) 

Did it have to go that 
way?  

Ahaziah wasn’t nearly as 
evil as his father, King 
Ahab.   Scripture says, 
“There was none who sold 
himself to do what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord like 
Ahab...”  (1 Kings 21:25 
ESV) 

In fact, years earlier, the 
prophet Elijah had gone to 
King Ahab with a similar 
prophecy. “Because you’ve 
sold yourself to do what’s 
evil, I will utterly burn you 
up...” 

King Ahab didn’t want to 
be burned up by the pyro-
prophet. The king tore his 
clothes, fasted, and laid 
down dejected in sackcloth. 

God saw this and said to 
Elijah, “Have you seen 
how Ahab has humbled 

himself before me? Be-
cause (of this)  I will not 
bring the disaster in his 
days...”  (1 Kings 21:29 
ESV) 

So, Ahab’s son knew to 
repent and turn to God, but 
he died in his pride... 

If you know a person 
barking their way through 
life, much like Walter Ge-
offrey, you might want to 
share this column with 
them. If that person is you, 
stop and consider whether 
you’re treating the person 
with lesser status than you 
would want to be treated. 

God sees. 
The Rev. Mathews (BA, 

MDiv, JD) is a newspaper 
faith columnist and the au-
thor of the Reaching to 
God series and the mystery 
Emerald Coast: The 
Vendetta.   

Copyright © 2024 R.A. 
Mathews.

“Finally, life that can 
communicate because it 
does us no good to have a 
water world filled with 
hyper intelligent dolphins,” 
he continued. “They’re not 
going to build radio trans-
mitters. We won’t be able to 
communicate with them.” 

Before 1990, humans 
were only aware of nine 
planets – now eight (sorry, 
Pluto) – in the solar system 
in the Milky Way.  But is it 
possible there are other stars 
out there like our sun that 
could be orbited by planets? 

There are. 
“They started in 1990,” 

Lockman said. “There was a 
program – a series of tele-
scopes dedicated to seeing if 
there were other planets 
around stars. Somebody 
likened this to trying to see 
the light of a firefly against a 
lighthouse beacon. It’s re-
ally tough. But it’s hap-
pened.” 

Lockman shared an ani-
mated video from NASA 
that shows the progress of 
planet discoveries between 
1990 and 2022. The planets 
are represented by circles 
that appear on the screen as 
they are discovered, and 
they are accompanied by a 
musical note. 

The notes indicate the 
length of a year on the plan-
ets –  high notes are short 
years; low notes are long 
years. 

As the video starts, there 
is silence, then a blip and 
then another. Before long, as 
the counter raises, the musi-
cal notes hit a crescendo and 
create almost a symphony of 
sound. By the end of the 
clip, in 2022, 5,005 exo-
planets were on the screen. 

From that point, Lockman 
said it’s time to go back to 
that checklist to see if any of 
those planets could have 
supported life. 

It’s easier to study planets 
that are nearby, so the focus 
was on Mars and Venus, the 
two planets closest to Earth. 
They both revolve around 
the sun and are within a dis-
tance that is “just right” ac-
cording to the Goldilocks 

criteria. 
So, is there or has there 

ever been life on Mars or 
Venus? At this point, that’s 
still an unanswered ques-
tion. 

It took a billion years or 
more after Earth was first 
formed for complex life to 
appear. That complex life 
went through many cycles to 
get us to where we are 
today. 

“I was reading an article 
the other day about finding 
rocks that are two million 
years old that still have liv-
ing bacteria in them,” Lock-
man said. “So, life is very 
stubborn, and it appears as 
soon as it can.” 

Could Mars support life?  
“Maybe at one time, but 

not now,” Lockman said. 
“Here’s the thing, we now 

know Mars doesn’t really 
have an atmosphere,” he 
said. “The markings that 
people thought were canals 
were, in fact, just surface 
features seen through a 
blurry telescope. In fact, 
Mars is pretty inhospitable, 
and the reason it doesn’t 
have an atmosphere is inter-
esting. It’s because it does-
n’t have a magnetic field.” 

The Earth has a magnetic 
field that protects the atmos-
phere from sun flares and 
other things the sun throws 
its way. 

“When the sun’s wind hits 
the magnetic fields, you get 
aurora and we’re in the 
midst of solar activity,” 
Lockman said. “If we didn’t 
have a magnetic field, that 
wind would strip off the at-
mosphere, so that’s what 
happened to Mars. 

“It may have had an at-
mosphere in the past,” he 
continued. “It may have de-
veloped life in the past of 
which there might still be 
remnants, but now it’s bar-
ren and lost its atmosphere 
because it didn’t have a 
magnetic field.” 

What about Venus? It was 
less likely to support life 
than Mars. 

“Venus is completely en-
shrouded in clouds and al-
though it’s closer to the sun 
than the Earth. By the way, 
the clouds reflect sunlight – 
that’s why Venus is so 
bright,” he said. “So, the 

amount of sunlight that 
reaches the surface on Venus 
is the same that reaches the 
surface on Earth. 

Past those clouds, though, 
the surface of Venus is even 
more inhospitable than 
Mars. 

“We discovered only in 
the 1960s – a lot of this hap-
pened here in Green Bank – 
we discovered the surface of 
Venus is really hellish,” 
Lockman said. “It is so hot 
that you could melt lead on 
the surface. There are no 
oceans. It’s just incredibly 
hot.” 

With those two planets 
pretty much eliminated, 
there’s still plenty of exo-
planets out there that could 
possibly meet the criteria. 
The most important aspect 
of that is the intelligent life 
with the ability to communi-
cate. 

But because of the dis-
tance of these planets from 
Earth and the length of time 
it takes for signals to go 
from Point A to Point B, it’s 
a bit more complicated. 

“It has to live long 
enough,” Lockman said. “If 
you have a civilization out 
there that gets to the point 
where it can communicate, 
but then a hundred years 
later stops, we’re not going 
to have contact.” 

There are many reasons 
why a civilization loses its 
ability to communicate, the 
main being extinction. 
Much like the dinosaurs, all 
it takes is a meteor with the 
right trajectory to wipe out 
an entire species. 

Lockman shared a photo 
of a meteor flying past 
Siberia 10 years ago. The 
meteor was the size of a 

school bus, and it merely 
grazes the Earth, still man-
aging to injure a few thou-
sand people. 

“Had it come in straight 
down, a lot of people would 
have died,” he said. “I think 
about a million people 
would have died.” 

In an effort to avoid me-
teor hits that could cause 
massive damage, NASA, 
under the direction of Con-
gress, is cataloging all the 
rocks around Earth that 
could be a threat. 

“We’ve even done experi-
ments trying to move one 
out of the way,” Lockman 
said. “It doesn’t take much 
to move one of these rocks. 
All you’ve got to do is slow 
it up by a couple seconds 
and it moves past. So again, 
Green Bank, the GBT has 
been involved in some ex-
periments with NASA trying 
to move them. 

“Maybe a civilization has 
to get to the point where 
they can do a little space en-
gineering in order to make it 
further,” he added. 

The life span and health 
of the sun is also a factor. 
Planets rely heavily on the 
sun and sun flares or the sun 
losing power are things that 
can vastly affect a planet. 

“If the sun did a major 
burp, we could be fried,” 
Lockman said. “But again, 
we’re not that far from being 
able to put up a shield. We 
may be a hundred years 
away. If we decide to, we 
can take control of some of 
these local threats.” 

There are also internal 
threats that have to be con-
sidered. We as a species are 
very competitive and it has 
led to a lot of accomplish-

ments, but it has also led to 
the demise of millions. War 
and climate change are two 
internal threats that could 
lead to the demise of the 
planet. 

Going back to Venus, 
Lockman explained that he 
studied the planet when he 
was in graduate school to try 
to understand what hap-
pened to the planet and that 
was when he came across 
the phase “runaway green-
house.” 

“The atmosphere lets 
through light that heats the 
ground, but then the ground 
sends off infrared that’s 
trapped in the atmosphere 
by carbon dioxide,” he said. 
“That’s the blanket that 
keeps Earth warm. So, we 
have to study Venus and un-
derstand what happened 
there; understand the green-
house on Venus and what 
went wrong. 

“I’m still not sure we un-
derstand it, but we had to 
work through all of the math 
of that.” 

Lockman’s instructor said 
to run the greenhouse equa-
tions on Earth next to see 
what it looked like. The 
class realized that humans 
were coming close to the 
point where we are heating 
up the planet.  

Now we know that we 
have, and the planet is in 
fact heating up. 

So, we return to the ques-
tion – Is Earth special? Is it 
possible to find intelligent 
life on another planet? 

There’s still some debate 
on the answers, but the fact 
remains, if we don’t search 
for answers, we’ll never 
have them. 

“Frank Drake, who started 

this whole business, be-
lieved that if we could even 
find a signal from one other 
civilization out there, it 
would mean somebody got 
over their sustainability cri-
sis,” Lockman said. “That it 
was possible to do it.” 

The search has continued 
at Green Bank since Drake 
began it and, while a lot of 
interesting discoveries have 
been made, intelligent life 
isn’t one of them. 

As part of Breakthrough 
Listen, which was founded 
10 years ago, the GBT is 
still looking and is able to 
look because of the National 
Radio Quiet Zone, which 
lessens the amount of man-
made interference to the 
data. 

“We are so lucky as scien-
tists to have the Quiet 
Zone,” Lockman said. “It’s 
unique world-wide. The data 
is totally public. You can go 
to their website and down-
load what they’ve found.” 

So, in the end, there is still 
only one planet with intelli-
gent life and that is why, at 
the end of the day, Lockman 
said it is important we all 
work together to keep the 
Earth going because who 
knows? Someone out there 
may want to reach out to us, 
too. 

“My personal moral for 
thinking about this stuff is, 
take care of the home 
place,” he said. “It may be 
the only place there is.” 

To view the NASA video, 
visit https://science.nasa.gov
/resource/5000-exoplanets-
listen-to-the-sounds-of-dis 
covery-360-video/ 

Suzanne Stewart may be 
contacted at sastewart@ 
pocahontastimes.com

Perhaps you know a Walter
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We do farm calls! 
OONSITE TRACTOR TIRE/
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Tire Repair • New Tires • Oil Changes
• Brakes • Engine Repair • AC Repair

• Batteries and Wipers
Tyrel Beverage, Owner. 

Call to schedule an appointment 304-642-3383
315 Buffalo Mtn. Rd., Arbovale

Expert service for Pocahontas County
and beyond since 1983

WV002417

Septic Systems • Perc Tests • Hydroseeding
Roads • Driveways • Basements • Footers

FFREE ESTIMATES
304.653.4357

Chris Rose • Elm Street, Hillsboro

Breakers Galore Inc.
Circuit breakers and Electrical Equipment

Can deliver to job site
24 hr. Mobile/Emergency Service

Mark Owens - Owner

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

978 Huntersville Road
Marlinton, WV

304-520-7776
breakerman1@msn.com

POPESPocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
NOW'S THE TIME FOR PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON CHAIN-SAWS,
LOG SPLITTERS AND OTHER COLD
WEATHER POWER EQUIPMENT. 

W
O

R
K

M
AN PLUM

B
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G

Dakota Workman
#PL16004

681-220-7552
workmanplumbing01@gmail.com
Serving Pocahontas and

Greenbrier counties

TOILETS, SINKS, SHOWERS, FAUCETS,
WATER HEATERS, PIPES AND MORE…

R.A. Mathews
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Mitchell B. Koerber  
Student Sports Journalist  

 

The Pocahontas County 
High School Home-
coming game did not 

go as expected.  
“I think we could have 

played better, but we had fun.” 
Warrior Harley Bennett said 
about the 67 – 12 loss to the 
Wirt County Tigers.  

Everyone was excited to see 
a fist-pumping match up for 
PCHS but were left quite dis-
appointed by the harsh out-
come. Despite the score, there 
were still some great plays 
from our courageous Warriors.  

This year’s Homecoming 
started off with a bang. An 
“exciting time” was an under-
statement, as the week fea-
tured all the normal 
Homecoming activities – pa-
rades, bon-fires, etc. The 
game, on Friday night, even 
included the delivery of the 
game ball via helicopter. The 
fans didn’t disappoint either, 
as a large crowd gathered at 
Warrior Field.  

As for the action on the 
field, the game saw some fire-
works, as well. Sophomore, 
#3 Morgan Beverage leapt to 
catch an outstanding touch-
down pass 9-yards away from 
Sophomore, #9 Gavin Delair, 
during the first quarter. Con-
tinuing our sophomore high-
lights, #34 Austin Price, runs 
the ball with animalistic speed 
and makes a tremendous and 
titanic 44-yard touchdown. 
But the Warriors would suffer 
an excruciating blow, when 

early in the game, Sophomore, 
#1 Logan Keatley and Junior, 
#5 Haydon Moore would both 
go down with injuries. Keatley 
with an Injury to his knee and 
Moore with the same ankle in-
jury he suffered in the Green-
brier West game in week 4.  

“We started off good but got 
down in the second half,” said 
Junior Jacob Bennett. “Some 
of our best players, Haydon 
and Logan, got hurt. We’ve 
just got to keep working as a 
team.” Bennett also com-
mented on the consequences 
of last year missing the off-
season workouts.  

“Last year, we didn’t really 
hit weights much. We [have] 
got to keep progressing over 
the winter and off-season.”  

The lack of off season train-
ing last year is producing what 
seems to be a recurring theme. 
The Warriors fight hard and 
can hang with the other 
schools for the first half, but 
their bench isn’t deep, and 
they are not in the best condi-
tion due the lack of workouts 
from last year.  

The fans, however, were 
able to witness some new tal-
ent.  

Freshman, #73 Harley Ben-
nett, late in the game played 
excellent on the defensive 
line. He made multiple tackles 
and really impressed the 
coaches. His future looks very 
bright as a lineman for the 
Warriors.  

The team will travel to 
Pendleton County this week to 
face the 4-2 Wildcats. Game 
time is at 7 p.m. 

Crouching Tigers, 
hidden Warriors



Destruction of property – 2 
DOA/unattended death – 1 
Law, domestic – 10 
Law, drug complaint – 3 
DVP violation – 5 
Alarm, fire – 9 
Fire, non-emergency – 3 
Law, fraud – 1 
Law, general alarm – 14 
Law, shots fired – 3 
Highway traffic hazard – 30 
Law, home confinement – 1 
Triple I inquiry – 12 
Information/notice – 26 
Law, criminal investigation 
– 3 

Law, general complaint – 76 
Law, lost/found property – 1 
EMS, medical – 80 
Fire, medical alarm – 1 
Law, mental hygiene – 1 
Missing/overdue person – 2 
Law, paper service – 8 
Phone outage – 16 
EMs, patient transfer – 53 
Fire, secure landing zone –
 12 
Law, sex crime – 1 
Fire, smoke investigation - 1 
EMS, stand-by – 19 
Theft of vehicle – 1 
Fire, structure – 1 
Suicide attempt – 1 
System test – 6 
Theft of property or items – 
2 

Law, traffic complaint – 2 
Law, traffic stop – 67 
Transferred to another 
agency – 1 
EMS, trauma – 24 
Law, trespassing – 2 
VIN verification – 1 
Law, warrant service – 9 
Law, welfare check – 22 
DNR, wildlife management 
– 5 

by Dawn Reed 
 

The struggle was real on 
Sunday morning.   

It was my turn to teach at 
the jail. We have been going 
to a prison or jail every week 
since 2006. It was not a new 
place or crowd. Teaching is 
one of my favorite things, 
yet, butterflies skittered in 
my stomach. I had read the 
Bible verses again and again. 
In truth I was ready, still I 
was uneasy.   

Working on a new-to-me 
Mac, everything was hard. 
Every button was different, 
each task required extra 
steps. This old dog doesn’t 
want to learn new tricks but 
learn I must. The Lord 
helped me prepare the Bible 
verse sheet and some points 
to print out.   

At 6:30 a.m., I headed to 
the church to print the 
verses.   

Technology is not my 
enemy. But it feels like it 
sometimes.  I could do 
everything but make coffee 
on my 1992 version of Print 
Shop Deluxe. That was a 
long time ago. Times and 
programs changed. The in-

ternet arrived on the scene. 
My sister told me recently 
that we (Baby Boomers) are 
“immigrants” to technology 
while those younger than us 
are “natives.” Makes total 
sense. 

I was trying to print Bible 
verses on my new-to-me 
Mac so I could jet to the jail 
for Bible study with the fe-
male inmates at 7 a.m. Noth-
ing worked. I pushed the 
print button again and again-
to no avail.  I clicked and 
prayed, clicked and prayed. 

Working up some tears, 
“I’m so over this!” I wailed 
to no one and searched to 
find a Bible to copy the 
verses straight from the 
page.   

In my search, I remem-
bered I wasn’t connected to 
the internet. That could make 
a difference. Hopeful, I hur-
ried back to the Mac to con-
nect. I found the password in 
my jail ministry drawer. 
Praying again, I clicked 
PRINT. And. It. Worked.   

Now I was late for jail. 
Exiting the church parking 

lot, my phone rang. “Are you 
on your way?” my beloved 
asked.  “Yes!” I exclaimed. 

“I am teaching and could 
throw up! Please pray for 
me.”   

“You will do fine,” he as-
sured me, “I will pray.” 

Pulling into the jail park-
ing lot on two wheels, we 
jumped out of our cars and 
headed to the door. Every 
minute is precious. A minute 
late is a minute wasted. 

The guards let us in. The 
girls came over from their 
cells. Bible verse papers 
were passed out.   

That’s when I realized I 
had left my notes somewhere 
else. Were they at the 
church? Or in my car? It was 
too late to turn back so we 
forged ahead. After all, the 
Lord had kindly provided the 
printed Bible verses. 

We unpacked the story of 
Ruth, discussing the seasons 
of her life. All of it pointing 
to trusting in God even when 
you can’t see how He is 
working. 

At the end of the study, we 
went through the plan of sal-
vation. Four girls prayed to 
accept Christ. Praise the 
Name of the Lord! 

God is faithful. He is kind. 
He is good.  Even when puz-

zle pieces are not falling eas-
ily together. When chaos and 
frustration swirl all around. 
When technology works or 
doesn’t or when it’s hard to 
understand.  

On days when you’re on 
the struggle bus. 
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On the struggle bus
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911, from 
page 2

1035 Washington St. East • Lewisburg   304-645-7998

Friendly, knowledgeable, dependable service since 1986. 

Order by phone     
or visit 

edithsstore.com  
Call us with your     
special requests –   

WE SHIP               
ANYWHERE!

  Mon. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. • EASY PARKING

Don’t let this cold and flu 
season terrify you… 

Trust Edith’s Store to have what you need to  
protect your whole family from the 

creeping crud! The only wicked 
thing that should come your 
way this Halloween are some 

good, old-fashioned            
heebie-jeebies!

Check  
out our 
selection of 
WV Fruit and 

Berry Pumpkin 
Butter!

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

New River 
�TRADING� 

newrivertradingllc.com • 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651 
WVMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM • Find us on Facebook 

1-855-440-SENG 
BUYING GINSENG, 

ROOTS AND HERBS 
Fridays, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m           

at Pocahontas IGA, Marlinton 
Ginseng      Wet: $16000/Dry: $400 � $500 
Black Cohash         Wet: $165             Dry: $600 
Golden Seal           Wet: $800            Dry: $3000 

Stone Root             Wet: $140             Dry: $550 
Wild Yam                                             Dry: $600 

plus many other herbs

NEW HOPE
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

“God’s work, our hands.”
MINNEHAHA SPRINGS

WORSHIP
WITH US!

Sunday 
8:45 a.m.

Offering the Light
of New Hope, by
serving God and
our neighbors.

Patricia Kerns 
It is with great sadness 

that we announce the pass-
ing of Patricia Kerns on 
Thursday, October 10, 2024, 
at age 77.  

Born December 4, 1946, 
she was a daughter of the 
late Georgene Cutlip and 
Osborn Alderman. 

Pat was of the Presbyte-
rian Faith and sang in church 
choir. She was active in the 
Pocahontas Community 
Club and spent much of her 
time volunteering at the Lit-
tle Levels Clothing Center. 
She worked at the Sewing 
Factory and Hanover Fac-
tory until they closed, the 
deli at Foodland, Pocahontas 
Pharmacy, and later retired 
from the Denmar Correc-
tional Center as an account-
ing tech. She was a member 
of the Hillsboro Volunteer 
Fire Department Auxiliary.  

Pat was a caring friend 
and woman of faith who 
loved and supported family 
her entire life.  

Although Pat will be 
dearly missed by many, we 
navigate our healing jour-
neys with comfort, knowing 

that she is at Home with the 
Lord. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her sister, Marcelle Ryder; 
and brother, Dwain Wilcox; 
and her  daughter, Angela 
Hefner.  

She is survived by grand-
daughters, Jessica Camacho 
(Alex Camacho) and Stevie 
Loftis (Cole Wiggins); great-
granddaughters, Kaden 
Wikle and AnnaMarie Ca-
macho; great-grandson, Cole 
Wikle; niece, Shelia Cutlip; 
nephew, Mike Ryder; great-
nieces, Ashli Diller (Caleb 
Diller), Megan Ryder, Kate-
lynn Ryder, Melissa Ryder 
and Nicole Ryder; great- 
nephews, Jacob Cutlip 
(Becca Cutlip), Justin Ryder 
and Cody Wilcox; great-
great-nephews include Bray-
den Diller, Koda Diller, 
Slaytee Cutlip and Keegan 
Ryder; special cousin, Jack 
Webb (Saundra Webb), and 
best friend of a lifetime, 
Nora Workman, and hus-
band, Lawrence Skeeter 
Workman. 

Funeral service was held 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024, 
at Lantz Funeral Home in 
Buckeye. 

Interment was in McNeel 
Cemetery at Hillsboro. 

It was Pat’s wish that, in 
lieu of flowers, donations be 
made to Oak Grove Presby-
terian Church, 44 Denmar 
Road, Hillsboro, WV 24946. 

Obituary Policy: 
Obituaries are published 

free of charge up to three       
column inches with a $5 per 
column inch charge there-
after.

THANK YOU! 

Pocahontas County Prevention Coalition wishes 
to thank local businesses that participated in the 
recent SYNAR Youth Inspections. The SYNAR 
regulation enforces underage access laws to reduce 
the illegal sale of tobacco products to individuals 
under the age of 21.  

We sent underage youths to several locations to 
try to purchase tobacco products, and their ID and 
ages were checked and sales refused. We commend 
Levels Depot, Slaty Fork Dollar General and all other 
county businesses for their vigilance to prevent 
underage sales of tobacco products.  

Pocahontas County Prevention Coalition would 
like to thank the Youth Prevention Coalition for 

their help with these on‐going inspections.  

Glen Langston 
Liberty Presbyterian 
Church  
Green Bank 

 

Be angry and do not 
sin. This bit of wis-
dom can save your 

family and your life. The 
first part is easy; you were 
probably angry at somebody 
today. Did your anger make 
things better, or did it just 
make things worse? Anger 
can be a good Christian 
emotion, but you need to 
master your response and 
show your family how to 
turn anger into progress 
without causing harm. 
Anger is closely linked to 
the devil within us and can 
lead to destructive behavior. 
It’s a fine line between 
righteous and sinful anger. 
You must work at control-
ling your response to anger 
every day. This has always 
been true. King David 
etched his guidance onto 
scrolls about 3,000 years 
ago. 

How do you respond to 
anger? Build up the people 
you are angry with instead 
of tearing them down. How 
can you control your anger 
and reduce the suffering you 
cause your family and com-
munity? The answers are 
straightforward: practice, 
seek good examples, and be 

a better example. Anger 
often stems from wanting 
something you’re not get-
ting. This can happen with 
parents, children, work or 
community. You know you 
don’t want to be angry. 
Anger is not your goal; 
being a good parent, child, 
grandparent or community 
worker is your goal. 

Apostle Paul gave the 
Ephesians this timeless ad-
vice (4:25-29, 31-32): 

25 Therefore each of you 
must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to your 
neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body. 

26 “In your anger do not 
sin”: Do not let the sun go 
down while you are still 
angry, 27 and do not give 
the devil a foothold. 

29 Do not let any un-
wholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what 
is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those 
who listen. 

31 Get rid of all bitter-
ness, rage and anger, brawl-
ing and slander, along with 
every form of malice. 

32 Be kind and compas-
sionate to one another, for-
giving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you. 

Our world is filled with 
moments and places where 
this wisdom is relevant. We 

have much to be thankful 
for in West Virginia, but 
also much to be angry 
about. If you’re not angry, 
you’re not paying attention. 
Remember, your goal is to 
make your family stronger! 
Reflect on yourself, too. 
Speak honestly and mod-
estly as soon as possible, be-
fore the end of your day. 

This letter comes from a 
deep concern that we all 
should share. Nearly half of 
our children are being raised 
by grandparents. This is 
hard on the children, parents 
and grandparents. What 
should we do? We should 
glorify having a family and 
being good parents. This is 
our primary and most hon-
orable goal! All of us, me 
included, often forget to 
share this simple message. 
Instead, we let the media (or 
the devil) tell us we need 
more stuff, more distrac-
tions, more drinking or 
drugs. The evidence is clear: 
we in West Virginia are 
overwhelmed. The only an-
swer is to join a community 
where people honor good 
behavior, acknowledge their 
faults, and strive to be better 
examples. 

My wife, a teacher, tells 
me a major issue with teach-
ing is the children’s behav-
ior. If children have never 
seen their parents sitting and 

listening, they won’t know 
how to do it. We know that 
education is crucial for a 
good life. If children 
haven’t seen or heard their 
parents make plans to help 
others, they won’t know 
how to plan. Grandparents 
of broken families – don’t 
make the same mistake 
twice – take your grandchil-
dren to church. 

There’s a saying, “The 
more I grow up, the less I 
blow up.”  

Grow up!  
Only you can grow your-

self up, and you do this by 
joining others who are also 
trying to grow better. 
Churches can help you grow 
up. Remember, almost half 
the families in our commu-
nity have been destroyed. 
Be angry about this. It’s nat-
ural, and sometimes good, 
to be angry, but it’s crucial 
to build others up when 
working for change. To-
gether, with Christ, we can 
overcome this. 

Join a church this Sunday 
and save your family.  

If you’re looking for a 
church, join us at Liberty 
Presbyterian Church.  

We’ll listen to your con-
cerns and try to help each 
other.  

We meet Sundays at 11 
a.m. and on Zoom at 
http://bit.ly/LibertyService 

Be angry and do not sin

Dawn Reed

The deadline for Letters to the Editor  
is Monday at noon. Writers may use a 

maximum of 600 words. Letters 
should be issue-oriented and never 

personal. 
Send letters to  

jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 
For further information, please contact  

The Pocahontas Times  
at 304-799-4973.



Thursday,  
October 16, 1924 

 
We had our first frost of 

the season last night to do 
any damage. A lot of corn is 
not matured, and it will catch 
a lot of the farmers in their 
shirt sleeves. 

- - - 
A pretty wedding recently 

was that of Mr. Clyde 
McLaughlin and Miss Stella 
Snedegar. Both popular 
young people of Pocahontas 
County. The young couple, 
with a few relatives and 
friends motored over to 
Greenbank and were quietly 
married by Rev. L. S. Shires. 

- - - 
A very distressing acci-

dent occurred at Renick last 
Saturday afternoon about      
5 o’clock. Mrs. Ida Byrd had 
been visiting her daughter, 
Mrs. B. B. Taylor, who lives 
across the river from Renick, 
and on her return home, she 
met an automobile about half 
way from the bridge to the 
top of the hill; her horse be-

came frightened and ran, 
dragging her under the 
buggy to the bridge where 
she was picked up uncon-
scious. She lived about 30 
minutes but never regained 
consciousness. Mrs. Byrd 
was a good Christian woman 
of sterling character, aged 68 
years. Besides her daughter, 
Mrs. Taylor, she leaves one 
son, John, who is a student at 
Richmond Theological Sem-
inary in Richmond, VA.; one 
daughter, Ida Rivers, died 
some time ago. On Monday 
afternoon her body was laid 
to rest in Falling Spring 
Cemetery. Funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. 
Nickell, of Frankford, as-
sisted by Rev. Monroe, of 
Greenbank. 

 
$25 OFFERED  

FOR NAME 
The State Game and Fish 

Commission, using funds 
supplied by the hunters and 
fishermen of West Virgina, 
has purchased an 11,000-
acre tract of forest land in 

Pocahontas County. This 
first state forest, lying just 
above Marlinton, extends 
eastward from the Green-
brier River and includes two 
prominent mountain ridges – 
Thorny Creek Mountain and 
Michaels Mountain. 

The commission offers 
$25 to any resident of West 
Virginia for the best name 
suggested for this forest. 

Governor E. P. Morgan; 
Hon. George W. McClintic, 
U. S. District Judge; and Dr. 
H. H. Haynes, President of 
the State Wild Life League; 
have been appointed as a 
committee to select the best 
names sent in. 

 
SCHOOL NEWS 

Last Saturday saw for the 
first time the Marlinton High 
School team on its home 
field. Mill Creek went down 
to defeat to the one-sided 
score of 88-0. It was not dif-
ficult to tell, after the first 
few minutes of play, who 
would be victorious. Four 
touchdowns were made in 
the first five minutes of the 
game. Coach Saunders then 
began to run in the second-

string men, so that when the 
game finished, the team was 
made up almost entirely of 
substitutes... 

The Mill Creek boys were 
good losers, and the game 
they played was exception-
ally clean... 

 
SUNRISE SCHOOL 

Little Levels District – 
Carrie Brown, teacher. First 
month – Merle McCoy, Hal-
lie Kershner, Leta Kershner, 
Ileta Pritt, Anna Shue, Nora 
Brown, Dora Brown, Lottie 
Barrett, Olive Hendrics, 
Beula McClung, Carl Glad-
well, Virgil Gladwell, Clyde 
Anderon, Melvin Anderson, 
Delbert Kershner, Deril Ker-
shner, Everett McCoy, Edgar 
Hendrics, Carl Hendrics, 
Herbert McClung, Roy Ker-
shner.  

The supper which was 
held at the Sunrise school-
house Saturday night was a 
great success. Mr. Lightner, 
from Buckeye, was the auc-
tioneer. The proceeds 
amounted to $70.10 and this 
amount will be used for the 
benefit of the school.

WHEN YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT MEDICARE HEALTH PLANS 

 I have 

answers
Get one-on-one support for 
extra peace of mind. 
Everyone’s healthcare needs are a little 
different.  That’s why it’s nice to speak 
with an experienced agent who can        
answer specific questions about Medicare 
health plan choices. I will be happy to  
talk with you by phone or in person.

We do not offer every plan in your area. Currently we represent six organizations which 
offer 38 products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-Medicare, or your 
local State Health Insurance Program to get information on all of your options.

LuAnn Creager, FSS, Independent Agent 
Good Life Financial  
Green Bank, WV 
304-456-4828 
www.Good-Life-Financial.com 
luann_creager@yahoo.com

The office of  

John Eilers, D.O. 

is closed. 
Patient records will be picked up October 17 by         
Morgan Records Management. To contact them, 

 email Medical@MorganRM.com or  
phone 833-888-0061

Advertising Deadline 
is Monday at noon. 
Call 304-799-4973

The Pocahontas Times––October 17, 2024––Page 7

Thursday,  
October 22, 1949 

 
STARTING UP 

The Marlinton Tannery 
began laying hides last Fri-
day after two weeks slacking 
off. The daily chore is 800 
hides. 

 
OUR ARMY AND  

NAVY BOYS 
Erding, Germany – One of 

the three fullbacks of the 33-
man Arrowhead football 
squad is FEC Forrest H. 
Wooddell, of Greenbank, 
Pocahontas County. There 
were over 60 aspirants for 
places on the squad. The 
squad has been weakened by 
many men returning to the 
States. However, many out-
standing newcomers bright-
en the future by keeping the 
team up to the high standard 
of efficiency.  

Fullback Wooddell is the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest 
Wooddell, and is a graduate 
of Greenbank High School. 
He entered the Air Force in 
May 1928, and has spent the 
last five months in the U. S. 
Zone of Germany. 

 
FIELD NOTES 

Most everybody got squir-
rels almost everywhere on 
opening day. Harry Lynn 
Sheets got a black squirrel 
on Elk and Kermit Akers, a 
black squirrel on Beaver 
Dam of Williams River. The 
old belief was that black 
squirrels migrated here from 
the Ohio Valley. 

Among those who got 
turkeys are Frank B Hannah, 
L. E. Montgomery, Rev. Don 
Taylor, Ben Waugh, William 
Akers and Edward Boggs. 

I see in the papers where a 
couple of short sports were 
found with sixty odd squir-
rels down Rainelle way. 

Their portion was fines ag-
gregating $1,200 and eight 
months in jail. 

Fred Trainor and Andy 
Gum cleaned up on the cop-
perheads on Laurel Run in 
the Rimel game area. They 
found and killed 22 around 
some rocks on Lockridge 
Mountain. This makes a sea-
son kill of 15 rattlers and 35 
copperheads. 

 
DEATHS 

Mrs. Myrtle Herold 
Moore, aged 73 years, 
widow of the late Price 
Moore, died at her home on 
Knapps Creek October 16, 
1949. The body was laid to 
rest in the family cemetery, 
the service being held from 
the home. The deceased is 
survived by one son, Price 
P.; and three daughters, 
Genevieve, Mrs. Hollis 
Guthrie, and Mrs. Carl L. 
White. She was a daughter 
of the late Andrew and 
Amaria Seybert Herold, and 
the last of a family of eleven. 

- - - 
Mrs. Susie Walker, aged 

about 80 years, died at her 

home on Lower Third Av-
enue, October 15, 1949. The 
body was laid to rest in 
Mountain View Cemetery, 
the service being conducted 
by her pastor, Rev. Roger P. 
Melton. The deceased was 
the widow of the late John 
Walker. She was a daughter 
of the late John W. and Sarah 
Carroll Robbins, of Bath 
County. 

- - - 
Mrs. Mary Beaty Marshall 

of Mingo, aged 80 years, 
died in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Her body was laid to rest in 
the Mingo Cemetery. She 
was a widow of the late Piatt 
Marshall. She was a daugh-
ter of the late George and 
Anna Eliza Simpson Beaty. 

- - - 
William Franklin Sim-

mons, aged 53 years, of 
Durbin; funeral was held 
from the home with inter-
ment in the Durbin cemetery. 
The deceased is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Jessie Varner 
Simmons, and their six chil-
dren. 

 

Thursday,  
October 19, 1899 

 
MARLINTON 

Marlinton is to be the 
largest town on the Green-
brier Railway, if one can 
judge from its natural advan-
tages. The 98 miles of rail-
road will be built along the 
banks of the river, and Mar-
linton is the only place on 
the river that a natural cross-
ing is afforded. It was an im-
portant point in strategic 
movements in the Civil War. 
It has always been regarded 
as the centre of Pocahontas 
County. 

Three state roads centre at 
this point, and it will be the 
depot for the country on the 
headwaters of Elk and Will-
iams rivers, and the Knapps 
creek valley, and even a part 
of Bath County. Stony creek 
comes in from the west and 
Knapps creek from the east. 
The place where the waters 
meet is where the people 
will be gathered. Marlinton 
is the point at which the 
Camden system will eventu-
ally connect with the C & O 
system... 

The town site is in the 
hands of men whose sole ob-
ject is to afford every facil-
ity in those who will bring 
industries to the town. With 
railroad facilities, many men 
will come to Pocahontas to 
engage in business. Marlin-
ton will bid high and offer 
every inducement to make 
this town the home or the 
headquarters of all new en-
terprises. We expect to see 
the courts, the banks, the 
high schools, best stores and 
shops, and the wealth gener-
ally of the county, centered 
in the town of Marlinton.  

MARRIED 
PATTERSON –  

BARLOW 
A very quiet wedding was 

celebrated in Huntersville at 
precisely five o’clock Wed-
nesday morning, October 
11th, 1899, when Mr. Henry 
Pruyn Patterson and Miss 
Mary Susan Barlow were 
united in marriage by Rev. 
William T. Price. 

The bride is the youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Amos Barlow, and was mar-
ried in traveling costume. 
The groom is a well-known 
young businessman of Hun-
tersville. 

Immediately after the cer-
emony, Mr. and Mrs. Patter-
son, accompanied by the 
parents of the bride, set out 
for Virginia, where a recep-
tion awaits them at the home 
of Mr. Rick Moore in 
Staunton. 
McCARTY – SHRADER 

Wednesday afternoon, Oc-
tober 11, 1899, at four 
o’clock, a pleasant social 
event came off at the home 
of Robert C. Shrader, a few 
miles north of Huntersville, 
when their daughter, Minnie 
Rebecca, and James William 
McCarty were joined in holy 
matrimony by Rev. W. T. 
Price... 

On Friday, a reception was 
given at the home of Mr. 
Peter McCarty. Numerous 
friends sincerely wish these 
young people all the happi-
ness and prosperity that a 
propitious marriage implies. 

 
BIRTH 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Irvine, a son and a 
daughter. These are the first 

Thursday,  
October 17, 1974 

 
Lewisburg – The Green-

brier College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Inc, a non-profit 
and non-stock corporation, 
formerly Greenbrier Military 
School, located on a spa-
cious 61-acre site in Lewis-
burg, the third oldest town in 
the state and county seat of 
Greenbrier County, opened 
its doors to 36 students Wed-
nesday as they registered 
and became acquainted with 
their instructors and sur-
roundings. They officially 
began their classes October 
14. 

- - - 
A most engaging picture 

of a Snowshoe rabbit eating 
red clover heads a first-per-
son rabbit account of the de-
velopment at Snowshoe in a 
page advertisement in Time, 
U. S. News and World Re-
port and a couple of other 
national magazines. Next 
month, we understand, there 
will be ads in eight national 
magazines... 

Last week, they had heli-
copters hauling and pouring 
cement for the lifts on the 
steep inaccessible places and 
spreading straw to cover 
seeded areas. 

- - - 
One out of every six 

Americans was a former 4-H 
member. Over 33 million    
4-H alumni are continuing to 
live the 4-H motto – to Make 
the Best Better. 

 
PUNT, PASS AND KICK 

WINNERS 
Age Group 8: 1st Matt 

Dunz, Marlinton; 2nd Mich-
eal Welder, Marlinton; 3rd 
Charles Mullin, Marlinton. 

Age Group 9: 1st Chuck 
Workman, Hillsboro; 2nd 
Charles Brown, Jr., Marlin-
ton; 3rd William R. Hamons, 
Marlinton. 

Age Group 10: 1st Robbie 
McNabb, Marlinton; 2nd 
Paul Hill, Hillsboro; 3rd 
Brett Withers, Marlinton. 

Age Group 11: 1st Mike 
Doss, Marlinton; 2nd Dou-
glas Cutlip, Marlinton; 3rd 
Charles H. Beverage, Mar-
linton. 

Age Group 12: 1st Randy 
Gay, Marlinton; 2nd Kevin 
Workman, Hillsboro; 3rd 
Sam Pondexter, Marlinton. 

Age Group 13: 1st Marion 
Phillip Hill, Hillsboro; 2nd 
Ronnie Sharp, Stony Bot-
tom; 3rd Craig Doss, Mar-
linton. 

All first-place winners 
will go to Clarksburg to par-
ticipate Saturday, October 
12. 

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

THE HARTER BROTHERS Mill and Lumber Yard was located on the Greenbrier River, 5.0 miles northeast 
of Marlinton, W.Va. Brothers William J. and A. M. Harter came to Pocahontas County in 1903 from Coburn, 
Pennsylvania. They began operating a small band mill to cut timber on 1,400 acres located on Laurel Run and 
Clover Lick Mountain. The operation finished about 1911.  (Pocahontas County Historical Society Collection; 
ID: PHS000611) 
 
Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at www.pocahontaspreservation.org or www.preserving 
pocahontas.org 
 
If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Andrew Price, Editor 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Harter Brothers Mill – circa 1906

see 50 pg 16

see History pg 16

see 75 pg 16



The Greenbrier Valley 
Conservation District 
(GVCD) held its an-

nual Legislative and Awards 
Banquet at the West Virginia 
University Building on the 
West Virginia State Fair-
grounds on September 26. 
The Greenbrier Valley Con-
servation District is the gate-
keeper for all state and 
federal conservation efforts 
in Greenbrier, Monroe and 
Pocahontas counties.  

The purpose of the GVCD 
banquet is to recognize dis-
trict farmers who have done 
an exceptional job advocat-
ing and implementing con-
servation to boost farm 
earnings, as well as updating 
local legislators on the previ-
ous year’s work and request-
ing their ongoing support.  

Among those receiving 
awards were:  

 
Grassland Farms  

Each county in the Green-
brier Valley Conservation 
District is represented by an 
outstanding Grassland Farm. 
This recognition is given to 
farmers who focus on con-
servation best management 
practices as they balance 
conservation with increased 
production efforts.  

 
Greenbrier County  

Grassland Farm 2024  
Mothes Farms  

The Mothes Farm, estab-
lished in 1974, began as a 
75-acre parcel with a few 
cows and sheep on 25 acres 
of usable pasture. In 1981, 
the farm acquired its first 
large tract, 320 acres known 
as  the Snedegar Farm, lo-
cated in Jacox. The Friars 
Hole Cave System con-
nected these pieces of land, 

leading to the establishment 
of the Friars Hole Cave Pre-
serve. Gordon’s son, Robert, 
brought farming experience 
into the picture, starting his 
own operation on the south-
western side of Droop 
Mountain. In 1987, the Glen 
Gilkerson Farm was added, 
and Robert and Gordon 
worked diligently clearing 
ground, constructing fences, 
and building a herd of beef 
cattle. The family added 75 
more acres on Brushy Moun-
tain, adjoining the original 
Hollandsworth tract and the 
Gilkerson tract. The Mothes 
family has a relatively long 
history of utilizing conserva-
tion programs, such as multi-
ple springs developed with 
NRCS, lime spread, ponds 
and waterways fenced off 
with GVCD, and watering 
systems installed with both 
NRCS and GVCD. GVCD 
has also helped exclude hun-
dreds of acres of woodland 
and build division fences. 
The AgEP project for the 
year 2024 consists of 750 
feet of division fence, 4,120 
feet of exclusion fence, 460 
feet of water line, and one 
trough. Spring development 
and maintenance have al-
ways been and will be cru-
cial to the operations longe- 
vity. Kurt, the owner of the 
farm, has always wanted to 
farm and be a corporate 
farmer. He sees a diversified 
operation in the future with 
contributions from different 
members in different areas of 
interest. Kurt’s long-term 
plans include new handling 
facilities, improving live-
stock records, constructing a 
shop, barn repairs, upgraded 
hay equipment, excluding all 
forest and waterways, soil 

amenity program for each 
farm, and adding a well. In-
stilling values and concepts 
in children at a young age is 
critical to the survival of the 
family farm. Cooperation is 
critical, and the business 
must be set up where all in-
volved can win. Kurt be-
lieves that without the 
family, the family farm is 
just a farm, and without con-
servation, the farm slowly 
dies. The only way to see 
this play out correctly is to 
invest time and effort into 
both aspects, and most im-
portantly, give it all to God. 
“With God, all things are 
possible.”  

 
Pocahontas County 

Grassland Farm 2024  
Greystone Ranch  

Thomas and Kellie Cook 
jointly own and operate 
Greystone Ranch LLC on 
Back Mountain Road near 
Durbin. Greystone Ranch 
LLC is a dedicated agricul-
tural business registered in 
West Virginia in 2022.  

Thomas and Kellie, mar-
ried for 26 years, have two 
adult sons who work part-
time on the farm. They have 
started multiple businesses 
providing consulting and 
laboratory services in the US 
and Canada, and Thomas is 
associated with a West Vir-
ginia-based insurance com-
pany that provides perform- 
ance bonds to guarantee en-
vironmental reclamation of 
mining projects. The Cooks 
bought the farm in 2022 and 
recognized its tremendous 
potential. The farm is  ap-
proximately 330 acres with 

100 grazable acres owned 
and 75 acres with 50 graz-
able acres leased. They pro-
duce cattle and hay/pasture. 
Greystone Ranch is currently 
participating in the Agricul-
tural Enhancement Program 
with lime and a watering 
system consisting of four 
troughs and 2,850 feet of wa-
terline. The Cooks’ vision 
for the farm includes a five-
year plan for production, 
conservation, upgrades, re-
placing 20,000 feet of fenc-
ing, adding a new fence to 
keep animals out of the 
woods, improving grass and 
hay quality and production, 
producing F1 black baldie 
calves, ensuring all cows are 
on one calving schedule, ex-
ploring micro-hydro genera-
tion of power from springs 
on site, developing fruit or-
chards, and finishing beef for 
retail sale. The name “Grey-

stone Ranch” was chosen 
due to the abundance of gray 
limestone boulders and a 
five-acre abandoned lime-
stone quarry. The TV show 
“Yellowstone” was popular 
when the Cooks bought the 
property and set up the busi-
ness. Visitors are taken 
around the abandoned 
quarry, telling them they are 
now at “The Train Station.” 
If you don’t know the show 
“Yellowstone,” “The Train 
Station” is where people get 

dropped off but never re-
turn!  

 
Bicentennial Farm  
Arrowhead Farms  

Arrowhead Farms in 
Greenbank, 546 acres, was 
purchased by Joseph Wood-
dell in 1801. The family has 
been farming the land for 
seven generations, with 
James F. “Rick” Wooddell 
running the farm primarily 

GVCD holds Awards Banquet

895 Court Street Lewisburg, WV 24901 
facebook.com/pauldetchforhouse 

Paid for by Committee to Elect Paul S. Detch,      
Paul Detch Treasurer

VOTE PAUL S. 
DETCH 

FOR HOUSE OF  
DELEGATES,           
         46TH DISTRICT 

PAUL 
DETCH  
STANDS 

FOR: 

• A government that serves the 
   people. 
• The protection of Democracy. 
• Good public education. 
• The sovereignty of women over 
   their own bodies. 
• Believes our local governments 
   must have the resources to meet 
   the problems they face. 
• Quality, affordable rural  
   healthcare. 
• The right to collective bargain. 
• The right of people to be secure 
   in their homes.

Vote for a successful 
multi-business man with 
40+ years  experience 

and an on-going         
working relationship 
with all levels of law 

enforcement. 
What counts is what I’ve accomplished. 

RESULTS MATTER!
Your vote November 5 is appreciated! 

Paid for by candidate

 Elect Buster 

VARNER
(R)

SHERIFF

ELECT  
Donna Dilley
for Board of Education
•Former MES PTO treasurer 

and home room mom 
•Former volunteer with Autism 
Advocates in South Carolina 

•Former volunteer, offsite 
Bible study, Jefferson-Morgan Elementary       

in Pennsylvania.  

I WILL stand up for your children. 
I ask for your vote November 5 

Paid for by candidate

HOLDING TRUE TO                                  
THE VALUES WE SHARE 

• Pro-Family and Faith  
• Pro-Life 
• Pro-Second Amendment 
• Pro-Education and Opportunity 
• Pro-Economic Growth and Jobs 
• Pro-Tourism 
• Pro-Common Sense and stopping the                        
   Liberal Left’s attempt to rewrite logic 
DISTRICT 46 - EASTERN GREENBRIER  

AND SOUTHERN POCAHONTAS COUNTIES  

I ask for your vote November 5  
or in Early Voting, starting October 23 

Paid for by Jeff Campbell for West Virginia, Bob Haas, Treasurer

Jay Miller for County Commissioner 
Restore sanity to the budget and spending process 

Paid for by Jay Miller for  County Commission

see Awards pg 16
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PICTURED LEFT TO right: Gary Sawyers, Avery Atkins, Donald McNeel, Jerry 
Clifton, Linda Clifton, Gary Truex, Timothy VanReenen and Carolyn Miller. Clifton 
was named the 2024 Supervisor of the Year.

POCAHONTAS COUNTY GRASSLAND Farm 2024. From left: Donald McNeel, 
Kellie Cook, Thomas Cook, Adam Cook and Timothy VanReenen 

GREENBRIER COUNTY GRASSLAND Farm 2024. From left: Gary Sawyers, 
Robert Mothes, Kurt Mothes and Gary Truex. 



items could be found with-
out physically looking for 
them. 

Mrs. McClafferty, a 
neighboring farmer, once 
lost a treasured broach, a gift 
from her grandmother. Mary 
Margaret overheard a con-
versation between her 
grandmother and Mrs. Mc-
Clafferty regarding the miss-
ing piece of jewelry. 

Mary Margaret was sitting 
on the floor sketching at the 
time. She looked up at the 
two women sitting at the 
kitchen table and said confi-
dently, “Your broach is at the 
bottom of the watering 
trough, the one behind the 
red corn crib.” 

The neighbor laughed at 
the child, saying, “Oh, 
young Mary, you have an ac-
tive imagination, my dear.”  

Much to the woman’s sur-
prise, her husband fished her 
broach out of the trough later 
that same day. 

On another occasion, Emil 
Neeson, up on Laurel Run, 
mentioned to Mary Mar-
garet’s grandfather that 
someone had broken into his 
cabin while he was out of 
town and stole his double-
barrel Parker Damascus 
shotgun, a prized possession 
his father had brought over 
from Northern Ireland. 

Mary Margaret heard her 
grandfather speak of the 
theft over dinner. She asked 
him what the gun looked 
like, and he described it to 
Mary Margaret. Mary Mar-
garet immediately ran up-
stairs to her bedroom to 
fetch her sketch pad. 

The young girl sat on the 
floor and began sketching 
furiously as was her custom. 
When she finally held the 
picture up to her grandfather, 
his eyes widened at what he 
saw. Her depiction of the 
firearm was spot on, even 
down to the scrolling and 
etchings of bird dogs and 
pheasants. 

How could she possibly 
know these details from the 
scant information he pro-
vided? 

She had also sketched a 
small chestnut log cabin at 
the mouth of a deep ravine 
in one corner of the page. 
Only one home fit the pic-
ture; it belonged to Virgil 

Skinner, a violent and brutal 
man. 

Mary Margaret’s grand-
parents could see that she 
was visibly shaking, and her 
eyes rolled back in her head. 
Her grandmother fetched her 
a cup of tea while her grand-
father held her tenderly in 
his arms, wiping her fore-
head with a cool rag. 

Mary Margaret came 
about shortly, but she had a 
look of pure anguish on her 
face. She had never re-
sponded in such a way to 
one of her drawings before. 
When asked why she 
was so upset about this par-
ticular drawing, Mary Mar-
garet replied, “I don’t know. 
I felt as though I would stop 
breathing.” 

A little later, Jonah sad-
dled up his old mare and 
paid Emil Neeson a visit. 
After showing Mary Mar-
garet’s sketch to Emil, the 
two set off on horseback to 
drop in on Skinner. When 
the despicable burglar 
opened the door, they 
pushed right past him and 
into the cabin. Sure enough, 
Emil’s prized shotgun stood 
in a corner of the room. 

Still, when others heard of 
Mary Margaret’s unusual 
abilities, they did not  look 
upon her too kindly. Vicious 
rumors and innuendo spread 
rapidly throughout the area, 
even by some of the people 
she had helped recover lost 
items. 

Mary Margaret was daily 
harassed by the students at 
school; the children called 
her “freaky Mary.” Her 
grandparents overheard 
adults in town saying hurtful 
things like, “That Bigham 
girl is really creepy.” Many 
parents forbade their chil-
dren from associating with 
Mary Margaret outside of 
school, and some thought 
she was, as they said, “In 
league with Satan.” 

One warm May afternoon, 
Mary Margaret set out to her 
copse of pawpaw trees, situ-
ated on a sunlit ridge a mile 
or so as the crow flies from 
her grandparents’ farm-
house. For some odd reason, 
Mary felt closer to her 
mother there than anywhere 
else. 

As Mary Margaret ap-
proached her special place, 
she was greeted by the per-
sistent and complex song of 
the Red-Eyed Vireo, which 

sounded much like a 
melodic “Here I am. Where 
are you, over here, in the 
tree” 

She sat on the sun-dappled 
ground and brought out her 
sketchbook. Just as she put 
pencil to paper, the vireo 
landed on a branch a few 
feet away. Normally quite 
skittish, this delightful little 
bird stayed put and seemed 
to be staring at Mary Mar-
garet. She felt as though 
the vireo was trying to get 
her attention. 

Mary Margaret sat per-
fectly still as she caught the 
tiny bird’s unflinching gaze. 
Its black eyes stared at her 
intently as if imploring her 
to follow it, which she did. 
To her utter amazement, the 
bird led her down the slope 
and perched on a nest in the 
crotch of a dogwood branch. 
Mary Margaret felt the bird’s 
gaze draw her nearer to the 
nest. 

When she peeked into the 
nest, she found something 
that would change her life in 
a way she never thought 
possible. The interior of the 
small nest  was lined  with 
long black hair, human hair. 
Could it be her mother’s 
hair? Soon, her puzzlement 
turned to curiosity. 

The  vireo  perched on a 
branch several yards away, 
continuing its gaze directly 
at Mary Margaret.  She de-
cided to follow the bird 
and maybe find the source of 
the jet-black hair. This game 
of following the bird contin-
ued for several hours, taking 
her farther and farther from 
the farm. 

By late afternoon, she 
thought about  turning 
back  as her Granny would 
soon be ringing the dinner 
bell. But her drive to find out 
where the vireo would lead 
her won out, and she contin-
ued following the bird. 

She trudged up a steep 
knoll in the dimming light, 
still pursuing the bird. Upon 

arriving at the top, she 
looked around, but the vireo 
could not be seen or heard. 

She walked to the edge of 
the precipice, and to her sur-
prise, she was looking down 
on the cabin she had 
sketched for her grandfather. 
Mary Margaret felt a mix-
ture of fear and loathing. Her 
mind was racing; should she 
try to walk back into the 
darkness or solve the mys-
tery of her unusual experi-
ence? 

Then, a disheveled and 
unkempt man walked out 
onto the porch of the log 
house and loudly spit to-
bacco juice. Suddenly, as if 
sensing her presence, he 
looked straight up at her. 
When their eyes met, she felt 
a rush of horror—she knew 
instantly that this wicked 
and dreadful man was re-
sponsible for her mother’s 
disappearance. 

Suddenly, Mary Mar-
garet’s footing gave way, 
and she began sliding out of 
control down the steep 
slope, heading straight into 
the monster’s hands. She ca-
reened down the hill, stop-
ping when she slammed into 
his boots. Skinner grabbed 
her roughly by her left hand 
and pulled her to her feet. 
Mary Margaret had grabbed 
a jagged rock and swung it 
as hard as she could into the 
side of his head. She heard 
the jaw break as he spat out 
a string of obscenities. 

Mary Margaret looked up 
at the sheer rock wall that 
loomed above Skinner’s 
cabin and ran as hard as she 
could for it. Upon reaching 
the wall, she saw cracks and 
handholds and thought that 
if she could get to the first 
hold, she might be able to 
climb to the summit. 

Glancing back over her 
shoulder, she saw that her 
pursuer had the same thing 
in mind and was quickly 
closing the distance between 
them. She lunged for the 

ledge, getting a firm hold 
and pulling herself up to the 
next and better hold. Look-
ing down, she could see that 
Skinner was intent on climb-
ing up after her. 

Mary soon arrived at the 
vertical crack, and by mak-
ing a fist, she could lodge 
her hand in the recess and 
pull herself up. Soon, she 
was out of his reach and 
standing on a  larger  ledge, 
but Mary was not yet out of 
danger. 

Skinner had made it to the 
first ledge, but now, he had a 
pistol in his right hand and 
was holding on to a tree root 
with his left. She froze mo-
mentarily as he tried to hold 
on with one hand and get a 
bead on her with the other. 

Suddenly, a shot rang out, 
and she winced, thinking 
that she had no chance of 
getting out of her predica-
ment alive. Instead, she 
heard a solid thud as Skin-
ner’s body hit the jumble of 
rocks at the base of the cliff. 

She heard shouts; it was 
her grandfather and Emil 
Neeson on horseback up on 
the opposite ridge where she 
had fallen. Emil had put two 
deer slugs into Virgil Skin-
ner’s back –he would never 
hurt another living thing. 

Despite the two men urg-
ing her to wait until they 
could get a rope down to her, 
Mary Margaret finished 
climbing the face and stood 
up, motioning to them that 
she was OK. 

As Jonah and Emil led 

their horses to the cabin, 
Emil said, “Jonah, you have 
a tough little granddaughter 
there. She reminds me of her 
mother.”  

Jonah’s chest swelled with 
pride, and his smile couldn’t 
be washed off with a scrub 
brush. Despite her young 
age, Mary Margaret Bigham 
was a force to be reckoned 
with. 

The men searched the 
cabin and found several 
items belonging to Helen, 
including a gold monogram 
pin with an “H” on it, her 
wedding ring, and her St. 
Christopher medallion. That 
was confirmation enough 
that Virgil Skinner had killed 
Helen. 

After unsuccessfully sear-
ching the area for any sign of 
Helen’s remains, the two 
men dragged Skinner’s body 
into his gloomy cabin. Find-
ing some kerosene in his 
shed, a single strike of a 
match erased all that was 
Virgil Skinner. 

Although Helen’s remains 
have never been found, 
Mary was sure her mother 
was always there and look-
ing out for her.  

It would be years before 
Mary would tell anyone 
about another mysterious 
thing that happened on that 
unforgettable day.  

As she began her descent 
to Skinner’s cabin, she saw 
the Red-Eyed Vireo on a 
branch, singing, “Here I am. 
Where are you, over here, in 
the tree.”

Open Letter to Pocahontas County Voters - Part 4 

I am running for county commissioner because I like to solve problems – and 

I’m pretty good at it.  In 2009, after retiring from the FBI in Washington, D.C., I 

volunteered to be County Coordinator – staff to the county commission – for two 

years without pay.   

I was asked by commissioners to help bring community college to Pocahontas 

County so adult residents can attend classes without having to leave the county.  

For several years, City National Bank had offered use of the second floor of its 

building in Marlinton if someone could develop a credible plan for how the space 

would be used.  Working with New River Community and Technical College and 

City National, over the course of eighteen months, I developed a detailed plan 

and budget – and helped build the facility - and wrote the 3-way contract 

combining the interests of New River, the Bank, and the county commission so 

that classes could start in the fall of 2011 – and the One Room University was 

born which still operates today. 

After that, I volunteered for the Read Aloud program and read to students at 

Marlinton Elementary and Marlinton Middle Schools for several years, often 

reading to several classes each week at both schools.  One spring day, a 4th 

grade teacher at MES asked if I would help a few students who were having 

trouble with the multiplication tables.  I soon realized that many students 

would be going to middle school not knowing the times tables, but also not being 

able to add and subtract in their head.   

That fall, I offered to help tutor students who could not perform “mental 

math”, students who were still counting on their fingers because they had never 

learned to “see the numbers” in their head.  Over several years, I built 

relationships with teachers at MES who saw the benefit of having someone 

work with students in small groups during the school day to develop confidence 

in their grasp of basic math facts so they could become competent math 

students – and go to middle school knowing the multiplication tables – and other 

basic skills. 

This school year, I am working as a volunteer, three days a week, with all 

twelve teachers in K-5 at MES – and tutor more than 100 students every week.  

The teachers like my help, students are excited when I take them for tutoring 

sessions, and the results can be seen in test scores.  I am not the only person 

working to improve math scores, but I’d like to think that my consistent 

devotion to this calling made a difference in students’ lives – which they tell me 

years later it did.   

I was not born in Pocahontas County but I live here now – and I try to be 

useful where I can.  No one told me to perform either of the roles described 

above.  I just looked around and saw opportunities to be helpful.  I want to bring 

the same “can do” spirit to help address the many budget and spending issues 

before the county commission that call for a different approach which serves 

the public need and makes sense to most people: for example, how Hotel/Motel 

taxes should be spent to improve the quality of life of county residents; whether 

we need a courthouse annex – or just need to better utilize existing space; 

whether to borrow $5 million to build a grand 911/EMS center or adopt a more 

modest plan using existing funds; and, how to keep the State from taking over 

the Solid Waste Authority after the landfill closes. 

To be able to do any of these things, I must first be elected on November 5th.  I 

need the help of Democrats, Republicans and unaffiliated voters of all types – 

people who are not bound by party labels who just want their county 

government to function effectively without having to worry about what the 

county commission is up to on any given day. 

Paid for by Jay Miller for County Commissioner

I am a lifelong resident of Pocahontas County and have been in-
volved in community service for many years. From 1983 through 
1989 I was an Emergency Medical Technician with the Hillsboro 
Rescue Squad and a Volunteer Firefighter with the Hillsboro Vol-
unteer Fire Department. During that time, I worked at an automotive 
supply company in Lewisburg, starting out as a delivery truck driver 
and working my way up to a management position. Also, during that 
time I attended the local community college at night, working toward 
a criminal justice degree.   

In 1989 I began my career with the Pocahontas County Sheriff 
Department and I am a 1990 graduate of the WV State Police 
Academy.  After my academy training I continued to attend ad-
vanced training courses and in 1995 became certified as a WV Law 
Enforcement Instructor by the WV Division of Justice and Com-
munity Services, Law Enforcement Professional Standards. I have 
provided numerous training courses to law enforcement agencies 
since 1995. In 2009 I started my own firearms training company, 
WV Firearms Tactics LLC and have provided firearms training and 
concealed weapons training classes to many citizens since that 
time.  

I didn't start at the top in the Sheriff Department, I started at the 
bottom and worked my way up through the ranks, being promoted 
over the years to Corporal, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Captain and 
then receiving an appointment to a Chief Deputy position. I have 
been in a supervisory position within the department since 1999.  I 
am familiar with what “works” and what “doesn’t work” for the Sheriff 
Department. I believe that my 35 years of Sheriff Department ex-
perience will help me to effectively take over the Sheriff Department 
and lead it forward for the next four years if given the opportunity to 
do so. 

My opponent has no experience in the Sheriff Department, he 
has no law enforcement experience, training or certification.   

There is no substitute for experience and education. The citizens 
of Pocahontas County deserve to have a trained and experienced 
leader in your Sheriff Department. 

I ask for your vote November 5 to make me the next 
Sheriff of Pocahontas County. 

Paid for by candidate

ELECT 
TROY 

McCOY 
SHERIFF 
35 Years of Law Enforcement Experience

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 

Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          

� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 

�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European

Nest, from 
page 3
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make anything with sour-
dough starter. You can long 
ferment it where it breaks 
down [the gluten]. Some 
people don’t like that or want 
it just because they’re still 
scared of it, but I have all 

sorts of friends who have al-
lergies and they’re fine with 
it. 

“I just make sure that once 
it’s fermented, I don’t rein-
troduce gluten,” she added. 
“It’s kind of a cool science.” 

Warder said she gets re-
quests a lot to find ways 
around allergy causing in-
gredients and is happy to 

oblige. 
In addition to providing 

goodies for businesses to 
sell, Warder also collaborates 
with local businesses to 
make holiday bundles – the 
most popular of which is 
Valentine’s Day. 

“Simply Sweet in Durbin 
–  we partner to do Valen-
tine’s packages,” she said. 

“[Marka Kane] will do the 
coffee, and somebody will 
do flowers, and I’ll do the 
sweets.” 

Currently, Warder is oper-
ating from home and baking 
when she’s not at her job at 
Citizens Bank of West Vir-
ginia in Slaty Fork, but she 
hopes to one day have her 
own store front and make 

baking a full-time job. 
“You’ve got to be able to 

find a happy medium – if 
you’re just in Green Bank, 
you’re not getting Marlin-
ton,” she said. “If you’re just 
in Marlinton, you’re not get-
ting Green Bank. It’s trying 
to find that marketing middle 
where you get to serve both. 
I’ve seen a couple opportu-

nities that I’m looking into.” 
For now, Warder is happy 

filling orders for local busi-
nesses and friends. 

“Right now, I’m playing 
the juggle game,” she said. 

It helps that she has the 
support of her family and the 
community. 

“It’s been a nice little thing 
to carry on,” she said. 

Legacy, 
from page 1



2024 NATIONAL SCHOOL Bus Safety Week is October 21-25. The school bus driv-
ers in Pocahontas County are the first and last people to see the students during the 
school day. The drivers take great care in transporting students to school, games and 
field trips. 
 
The 18 county bus drivers 
travel 1,500 miles a day for 
regular trips and countless 
more miles for extracurric-
ular activities. 
 

Flashing red lights 
on a school bus 
mean you STOP – 
immediately. 

The Pocahontas 
County Opera House 
is thrilled to an-

nounce a special perform-
ance by The Onlies set for 
Friday, October 25, at 7 
p.m. as part of the 25th an-
niversary season. 

The Onlies, a dynamic 
group of musicians from 
Seattle, Washington, and 
Lexington, Virginia, will 
bring their unique blend of 
fiddles, guitars and banjos 
to the historic stage. The en-
semble is known for its spir-
ited and modern take on 
traditional American old-
time music.  

“The Onlies take a classic 
old-time tune like ‘Billy in 
the Lowground,’ tradition-
ally played in the key of C, 
and reimagine it in the key 
of A using calico tuning, 

performed at an exhilarat-
ing pace,” said Mary Sue 
Burns, a dedicated board 
member and chair of the 
programming committee at 
the Pocahontas County 
Opera House. “ This mod-
ern twist on a traditional 
tune truly sets them apart. 
They are exceptionally tal-
ented, not only excelling in 
old-time music but also in 
crafting their own original 
songs.” 

With an extensive touring 
history across the United 
States, The Onlies have 
shared the stage with musi-
cal luminaries such as 
Bruce Molsky, Elvis 
Costello and Darol Anger. 
The band’s dedication to 
their craft earned them first 
place at the Clifftop Ap-
palachian Stringband Festi-
val in 2017. This upcoming 

concert promises an 
evening filled with spirited 
music and entertainment, 
suitable for the entire fam-
ily. 

Tickets, $10, are avail-
able in advance from the 
4th Avenue Gallery and on-
line at pocahontasopera-
house.org or at the door the 
evening of the event. Ages 
17 and younger are admit-
ted free. 

This concert is made pos-
sible by the support of the 
West Virginia Division of 
Culture and History, the 
West Virginia Commission 
on the Arts, Pocahontas 
County Dramas, Fairs and 
Festivals, Pocahontas 
County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau and the 
continued support of our 
community.

The Onlies take the 
stage at the Opera House

stihldealers.com

°The BGA 57 and MS 250 are made in America of U.S. and global materials. Batteries and chargers sourced internationally.

*Offers valid through 10/30/24 at participating retailers while supplies 
last. **Offers valid through 12/20/24 at participating retailers while 
supplies last. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the 
effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed 
on.  Check out this review and others on the product pages at 
STIHLdealers.com. ©2024 STIHL 24BES07-242-151027-7

CARRYING CASE,  
SPARE CHAIN, AND STIHL HAT

WITH PURCHASE OF AN MS 261 C-M,  

MS 271, MS 291 GAS CHAINSAW, OR  

MSA 300 C-O BATTERY CHAINSAW (20" BAR† ONLY)

$100 RETAIL VALUE

†The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the 
effective cutting length based on which  

powerhead it is installed on. 

FREE*

MS 250 
CHAINSAW  

SAVE $50*

°

18" bar†

“STIHL is awesome. I wouldn’t own 
anything else.” - Tex66

$36999

WAS $419.99 BES-SRP

Buckeye Country Mart
14445 Seneca Trail

Buckeye
304-799-0860

*Clear up to 16,240 square feet with the AK 20 battery on a single charge. Usage claim tested and verified by an  
independent third-party test laboratory. Run time per charge may vary depending on usage and application. 

1/3
CLEAR UP TO

OF
AN ACRE*

ON A SINGLE CHARGE™

BGA 57

SAVE $50**

BGA 57
BATTERY BLOWER

With AK 20 battery and AL 101 charger

WAS $199.99 
BES-SRP

$14999
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healthcar

WNOW ACCEPTING
APPAATTIENTS!

821 3rd Avenue
Marlinton, WV 24954

Phone: 304-799-4404

Meet your new
healthcare team!

Quality Senior Care 
Denise Campbell, RN, 

Administrator 
521 Davis Ave., Elkins, WV 
For more information call 

304-636-3900valentineassistedliving.com

Voted   
People’s Choice  

two years in a row

The Onlies
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RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES



October 21-25 
Monday, 21: Chicken bis-

cuit and fruit. Beef burrito 
with whole grain wrap, 
shredded lettuce, tomato, 
salsa and sour cream, vege-
tarian beans, fruit and milk. 

Tuesday, 22: Egg and 
cheese wrap and fruit. Fish 

sticks with tartar sauce, 
whole grain breadstick, mac-
aroni and cheese, broccoli 
salad, popcorn, fruit and 
milk. 

Wednesday, 23: Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences – No 
school for students 

Thursday, 24: Whole 

grain apple stick and fruit. 
Chicken stir fry and vegeta-
bles, seasoned brown rice, 
whole grain breadstick, fresh 
carrots, mandarin oranges 
and milk. 

Friday, 25: Breakfast 
pizza and fruit. Cheese-
burger on whole grain bun 
with lettuce and tomato, 
sweet potato fries, green 
beans, fruit and milk. 

Scott Triplett 
Contributing Writer 

 

Pocahontas County’s 
Youth Mountain Bike 
Team, The Cheat 

Mountain Salamanders, con-
tinues its successful race sea-
son in West Virginia’s NICA 
League.  

The second race of the 
season took the team to Big 
Bear Lake Trail Center in 
Preston County for The Bat-
tle at Big Bear Lake.  Big 
Bear is the most technical 
course on the schedule, but it 
proved no match for the 
Salamander Team with 
seven out of eight riders 
earning Top 10 finishes. A 
light rain prior to practice 
helped the course become 
just damp enough for fast 
race times. The Middle   
School races led off the 
weekend and the Salaman-
ders began their dominating 
weekend with Tyler Faulk-
nier winning the Sixth Grade 
Boys race and being the only 
sixth grader with a fast 
enough lap to qualify for a 
bonus lap. In Seventh Grade 
Boys, Blake Alderman 
fought his way up to a 
10th place finish. In Eighth 
Grade Boys, Silas Dean rode 

his way into the Top Ten 
with an eighth place finish. 

Not to be outdone, the 
Middle School Girls showed 
they could find the front, as 
well. Mia Valach finished 
first in Sixth Grade Girls and 
Brynn Clutter took home 
second  in Eighth Grade 
Girls.  

The High School Riders 
also fought hard to earn 
some good finishes. Ahna 
Valach broke into the Top 10 
with an eighth place finish in 
JV3 Girls. After being rele-
gated to a back row start, 
Dawson Deputy passed 
nearly half the field to earn 
him a 24th  place finish. In 
JV1 Boys, Carter Faulknier 
brought home another Top 
10, finishing ninth.  

Next up for the Salaman-
ders was a trip to the Eastern 
Panhandle’s Cacapon State 
Park for the Rock and Roll at 
Cacapon. Once again, the 
Middle School Boys got off 
to a winning start. Tyler 
Faulknier dominated the 
Sixth Grade Boys race, eas-
ily taking the top spot on the 
podium and Jaxon Cassell 
finished just out of the Top 
10 at 13th. In Seventh Grade 
Boys, Blake Alderman raced 
his way toward the front      

to earn his first spot on       
the podium finishing in 
fifth place. In Eighth Grade 
Boys, Silas Dean continued 
his streak of Top 10 finishes 
coming in ninth. Mia Valach 
once again earned the top 
spot on the podium in the 
Sixth Grade Girls race. A 
mechanical issue prior to the 
race forced a back row start 
for Brynn Clutter. This, how-
ever, did not deter her as she 
raced her way through the 
field to a scond place finish. 
Dawson Deputy finished 
29th  in JV3 Boys. Once 
again, Carter Faulknier 
earned a Top 10 and barely 
missed the podium with a 
sixth place finish.  

For the fourth race of the 
season the team traveled to 
the impressive facility at the 
Summit Bechtel Reserve 
Scout Camp for Shred the 
Summit. The Middle School 
Boys came out strong. Once 
again, Tyler Faulknier took 
first  place in Sixth Grade 
Boys keeping his perfect 
season alive. The Seventh 
Grade Boys race was an ex-
citing one, after being caught 
up in an accident, Blake Al-
derman jumped back in the 
race losing only one position 
and held on for a fifth place 

podium finish, and James 
Monico made his first start 
of the season and managed 
to hold off challenges to fin-
ish 28th. In Eighth Grade 
Boys, Silas Dean reached his 
goal for the season by finish-
ing in fifth place and earning 
a spot on the podium.  

The Middle School Girls 
continued their success. Mia 
Valach finished first in Sixth 
Grade Girls after a two-lap 
wheel to wheel battle edging 
out second  place by three 
seconds at the finish. In 

Eighth Grade Girls, Brynn 
Clutter rode away from the 
field taking first  place by 
more than a minute.  

The High School Boys 
dealt with increasing temper-
atures in the afternoon. Daw-
son Deputy battled the heat 
coming home 29th  in JV3 

Boys, and Carter Faulknier 
survived the heat to finish 
10th  and kept his Top 10 
Streak alive. 

Next up for the Salaman-
ders is a trip to Southern 
West Virginia’s Twin Falls 
State Park and The Brawl at 
Twin Falls.

Cheat Mountain Salamanders 
shredding the competition

School Menus

DISTRICT 46 - EASTERN GREENBRIER  
AND SOUTHERN POCAHONTAS COUNTIES  

Proudly Endorsed by 

WV Citizens Defense League  
and  

National Rifle Association 
The only candidate Endorsed 

 and A-Rated, based on 
 MY legislative voting record. 

I ask for your vote November 5  
or in Early Voting, starting October 23 

Paid for by Jeff Campbell for West Virginia, Bob Haas, Treasurer

Not affiliated with the U.S. government or federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available 
in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact 
Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Paul Barb 
Licensed Insurance Agent 
pbarb@redoakinsurancewv.com 
304‐986‐5871

Confused about Medicare? 
You’re not alone.
As a licensed insurance agent, I’m 
committed to helping you find the 
right plan for you or your loved one. 
I assist you during the enrollment 
process and beyond so you’re in‐
formed and confident in your 
healthcare decisions. 
My services are always at no cost 
to you!

Schedule a call today with your local licensed insurance agent:

Learn more about: 

Part A 
Hospital Insurance 

Part B 
Medical Insurance 

Part C 
Medicare Advantage 

Part D 
Prescription Drug Coverage

 

9485 Seneca Trail S, 
Fairlea, WV 24901
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HEAD COACH CHAD Baldwin with Tyler Faulknier, Brynn Clutter and Mia Valach 
show off their Leaders Jerseys and First Place Medals after winning at Shred the 
Summit at Summit Bechtel Reserve Scout Camp. 

 
MARLINTON ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
congratulates its Stu-
dents of the Month for 
September: Front row: 
 Jackson Tawney, Pre-K. 
Second row:  Mallori Al-
baugh, kindergarten; 
Lexi Kelley, kinder-
garten; Jameson War-
ner, second grade; Ara- 
mis Brown, second 
grade. Third row:  Gar-
rett Broce, fourth grade; 
Micheal Friel, fourth 
grade; Cadence Carr, 
third grade; and Car-
men Fetty, third grade. 
Not pictured:   Jackson 
Smith, second grade; 
and Aiden Harrell, fifth 
grade.

MES Students of the Month



handcrafted bowl made by 
local artists. Tickets $25 in 
advance; $30 at the door. 
Sponsored by Family Re-
source Network and Poca-
hontas County Arts Council. 

Fifth Annual Breast 
Cancer Awareness Walk 
Monday, October 21, 4 to 6 
p.m. on the Greenbrier River 
Trail at the Community Well- 
ness Center. Self-paced.   
Free breast cancer awareness 
T-shirts for the first 40 peo-
ple to complete the walk.   
Sponsored by Pocahontas 
Memorial Hospital and Poc-
ahontas Parks and Rec.  

Spaghetti Dinner with 
homemade rolls Tuesday, 
October 22, 4:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Hillsboro Elementary School 
to benefit  the PTO. Cost: 
$10. $5 for ages five and 
younger. 

Mulligan Stew Friday, 
October 25, 4 to 6 p.m. at  
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. Carry-out only. Bring 
quart jars if you have them. 

 
HALLOWEEN 

EVENTS 
Durbin’s Halloween 

Night Party, Thursday, Oc-
tober 31, Trick or Treat 5 to 7 
p.m. Food and drink and fun 
and games at the BFD Fire-
hall at 7 p.m. 

Family-friendly Trunk 
or Treat in the parking lot at 
Pocahontas Memorial Hos-
pital Wednesday, October 
30, 5 to 7 p.m. The commu-
nity is invited. 

Trick or Treat and 
Trunk or Treat in the Town 
of Marlinton Thursday, Oc-
tober 31, from 5 to 7 p.m.  

Trick or Treat in the 
town of Hillsboro and 
Trunk or Treat at Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Church 
Thursday, October 31, 6 to 8 
p.m. 

 
LIBRARYEVENTS 

Budding Bookworms at 
Green Bank Library Wed-
nesdays at 10:30 a.m. be-
ginning September 11. Story 
time and play group for chil-
dren ages five and younger, 
accompanied by a grown up. 
Cancelled when schools are 
closed.  

 
PARKS AND REC 

All activities are at the 
Community Wellness Center, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 

Yoga at Durbin Library 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and at 
Linwood Center Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 

Taekwondo, Wednesdays, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 

 
CHURCH NOTICES 
Central Union United 

Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Bible Study Tues-
days at 1 p.m. Led by Pastor 
Tim Scott. 

Marlinton United 
Methodist Church – Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. Parking lot 
service on 90.3 FM radio or 
join us on Facebook. Bible 
Study Thursdays 1 p.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m. 

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 11 
a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Church – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and 
Worship 10 a.m.; Preaching 
and Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m. Book of 
Daniel.
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I know there have been 
many problems with the 
Green Boxes, and I under-
stand the frustrations of 
those that have to deal with 
them on the ground since 
many items not for accept-
ance at these locations are 
being disposed of there but 
the more difficult our politi-
cal leaders make it to prop-
erly dispose of trash of all 
kinds, the greater the likeli-
hood that it ends up thrown 

in a sink hole or over the hill. 
Improperly disposed of ma-
terial in our limestone terrain 
can contaminate groundwa-
ter and our wells. This 
county also depends on 
tourism for a lot of jobs and 
income, no one will want to 
visit a place with trash all 
over the place.  

If you want to keep these 
buildings and the benefits 
they provide, let those that 
have made this decision 
know your feelings before it 
is too late.   

Joe Kaffl 
Hillsboro

Letters, 
from page 4

Calendar, 
from page 4

cess by funding planning, in-
frastructure deployment and 
adoption programs in all 50 
states, Washington D.C., 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, and other. 

On August 23, 2024, the 
West Virginia Department of 
Economic Development, 
West Virginia Office of 
Broadband, (WVDED) an-
nounced its allocation of 
$1.2 billion in (BEAD) 
funding. 

Until next time… 
Sam

Mayor’s, 
from page 4

And when libraries are nearby, residents use them more.  
This does make us unusual. Not many rural counties with 

our population have five library branches. Not many rural 
counties have as many library visits as we do, either. 

I’ve not lived in the county long, but already I’ve heard 
inspiring stories about how hard residents of our local com-
munities worked to build and maintain local library 
branches. Many people donated materials, labor and funds 
to construct buildings and purchase books. Many more con-
tinue to do so every year. 

All of you have known intuitively that when you put a li-
brary close to where people live, people are more likely to 
use it. 

It’s kind of nice to have the statisticians at the Washing-
ton Post come along and verify that you were right.

Library, from page 3

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54­93­0015

ated and video conference 
has not been set up. Due to 
recently filed motions and 
technological problems, the 
matter is continued to No-
vember 4. Leone was in-
dicted on one count, bur- 
glary; and one count, grand 

larceny. 
A hearing on petition to 

revoke probation was held in 
the case the State vs Steven 
Good, 32, of Durbin, 
wherein prosecuting attorney 
Joni Nichols informed the 
court that she was Judge 
Richardson’s law clerk and 
asked if there might be a 
conflict. Defense counsel 
said his client waived any 
conflict and also waived his 

right to a preliminary hear-
ing. The court found proba-
ble cause that the defendant 
did violate the terms and 
conditions of his probation. 
An evidentiary hearing is set 
for October 23-24. Good 
was sentenced in August 
2023 to two years supervised 
probation. Due to a previous 
violation of his probation, 
the court extended Goode’s 
probation for an additional 

six months. 
Jesse Blake, 40, of Marlin-

ton, pleaded guilty to the 
misdemeanor charge of petit 
larceny and was placed on a 
one-year deferred adjudica-
tion per plea agreement with 
the State. Blake will be 
under the supervision of the 
probation department during 
the one-year period.  

Court, from 
page 2



FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-1282

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

Visit us online at pocahontastimes.com

 
 

Be prepared before the next power outage.
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION OF REAL ESTATE 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Marlinton, pur-

suant to W. Va. Code § 8-12-18, on the 28th day of October, 
2024, at 2:00 p.m. at 517 4th Avenue, will sell at public auc-
tion to the highest qualified bidder, the following tracts or 
parcels of real property, together, in one lot: 

1. That certain tract or parcel of real property situate in the Mar-
linton District of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, designated 
on the tax maps of said County as Tax Map Parcel No. 8-3-2, 
consisting of 0.0397 acres, more or less, and being the same 
property conveyed to the Town of Marlinton by Kenneth Kay via 
deed dated the 26th day of August, 2022, all as more particularly 
described and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 
404 at Page 306. 

2. That certain tract or parcel of real property situate in the Mar-
linton District of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, designated 
on the tax maps of said County as Tax Map Parcel No. 8-3-3, 
consisting of 0.0879 acres, more or less, and being the same 
property conveyed to the Town of Marlinton by Gertrude I. Lester 
via deed dated the 3rd day of October, 2022, all as more partic-
ularly described and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in 
Deed Book 404 at Page 603. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
THERE IS A RESERVE MINIMUM BID OF $30,000.00.  Sale 

of the foregoing real property will be made by public auction to the 
highest qualified bidder.  At the conclusion of the sale, and no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on the day of sale, the successful bidder will 
be required to tender the full purchase price by cash, certified 
check, or cashier’s check, by delivering the same to Marlinton 
Town Hall, 709 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 24953. The suc-
cessful bidder assumes the risk of loss or damage from and after 
the sale.  The successful bidder shall be responsible for all costs 
and fees associated with transfer of title.  If the successful bidder 
fails to deliver the total purchase price within the prescribed time, 
the Town may return to the successful bidder any portion of the 
purchase price paid and proceed to resell the property or, at the 
sole discretion of the Town, covey the property to the next high-
est qualified bidder if such bidder will honor their bid.  The Town 
reserves the right to reject any bid that in its sole opinion is inad-
equate.  The Town reserves the right to accept or reject such 
other terms as to payment or delivery of payment as may be 
made or be agreed to by the Town and the bidder in advance of 
the sale. 

The aforesaid real property is being sold in its “AS IS” condi-
tion and the Town does not make any representations or war-
ranties as to the physical condition of the property or its fitness for 
a particular purpose.  Arrangements may be made to preview or 
inspect the vehicles in advance of the sale by calling Marlinton 
Town Hall at 304-799-4315. 

The Town reserves the right to continue the sale of the afore-
said real property from time to time, at its sole discretion, by oral 
proclamation.  Any sale may be adjourned or conducted by the 
designated agent of the Town.  Additional terms and conditions 
may be announced at the sale. 

Should the Town not appear at the time appointed for the sale 
and there is no notice posted of a continuance, please contact the 
Town to make further inquiry.  Please direct any inquiries or ob-
jections to the sale to the Town in writing at the following address:  
Marlinton Town Hall, 709 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954. 

10/17/2c

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, October 10, 2024 
Claim Deadline: Monday, December 9, 2024 
 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14650 
ESTATE OF: LARRY DAVID FASSETTE 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Susan Charles 

4411 Woodrow Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954-6787 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14678 
ESTATE OF: WILLIAM LEE MCMANN 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Brittany Sue McMann 

368 Windship CV 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-1852 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14679 
ESTATE OF: BEVERLY SUSANNA MCMANN 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Brittany McMann 

368 Windship CV 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-1852 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14687 
ESTATE OF: PATRICIA LEE HILLYARD 
EXECUTOR: Lance Shroades 

P. O. Box 408 
Ester, AK 99725-0408 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14691 
ESTATE OF: CAROL GRIFFIS JR. 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Krystal Griffis 

594 Newman Road 
Buckeye, WV 24924-9108 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14695 
ESTATE OF: CONNIE JEWEL WILT 
ADMINISTRATOR CTA: Rick Lambert 

Box 8 
War, WV 24892-0008 

 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on October 4, 2024 

Melissa L. Bennett 
Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 

10/10/2c 
 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE is hereby given pursuant to and 

by virtue of the authority vested in the Trustee, Pill & Pill, PLLC, by 
that certain Deed of Trust dated July 30, 2021, executed by the Bor-
rower, Joshua A. Hoffmann, to Pill & Pill, PLLC, the Trustee, of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, in Book 400, at Page 413.  At the 
time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was 
reported to have a mailing address of 10612 Frost Rd., Marlin-
ton, WV 24954.  The Borrower defaulted under the Note and Deed 
of Trust and the Trustee has been instructed to foreclose under the 
Deed of Trust.  Accordingly, the Trustee will sell the following de-
scribed property to the highest bidder at the front door of the 
Courthouse of Pocahontas County, in Marlinton, West Virginia, 
on the following date: November 18, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. 

THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF Pocahontas, STATE OF WV, AND IS DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  

All of those three (3) certain tracts or parcels of real estate, in-
cluding the improvements, appurtenances and easements there-
unto belonging, on the east side of West Virginia State Route 28 
one (1) mile north of the Village of Frost, Huntersville District of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as 
follows:  

Tract No. I: "Beginning at a stake on the east side of State Route 
28 and running in an easterly direction and approximately perpen-
dicular to the said State Route 286 feet to a stake; thence running 

perpendicular to the former line and in a northerly direction 139 feet 
to a stake; thence running perpendicular to the former line and in a 
westerly direction 286 feet to the right-of-way line of the said State 
Route; thence running with the right-of-way line in a southerly di-
rection 100 feet to the point of beginning, and containing one-half 
(1/2) acre, more or less." 

Tract No. II: Being a strip land approximately 345 feet long and 
12 to 16 feet wide and bounded on the north by the lands of John 
G. Sharp; on the east by the lands of the United States of America; 
and on the south by the lands of Lester Tennant; and on the west by 
State Route No. 28; and being a part of what was formerly known 
as the Preston-Dreppard Farm. 

Tract No. III: All of that certain parcel of land designated by the 
United States Forest Service as Tract 377a-I, containing 0.14 acre, 
more or less, located in the Huntersville District of Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, being a portion of U.S. Tract No 377a, con-
veyed by deed from Warn Lumber Company to the United States of 
America dated February 21, 1937, and of record in the Deed Book 
71, at Page 335, and further acquired by Berlin N. Galford, by the 
United States of America, by Deed dated March 20, 1998, and of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, In Deed Book 302, at Page 522. 

AND BEING the same real estate conveyed unto Joshua A. Hoff-
mann by the Deed dated the 1st day of March, 2019, from Douglas 
Grimes and Connie Grimes, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in 
Deed Book 377, at Page 275. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
1)   The property will be conveyed in an "AS IS" physical condi-

tion by Deed containing no warranty, express or implied, subject to 
the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-
of-ways, easements, covenants, conveyances and conditions of 
record in the Clerk's office or affecting the subject property. 

2)   The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
transfer taxes imposed by the West Virginia Code § 11-22-1. 

3)   The Beneficiary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and 
Note reserve the right to submit a bid for the property at sale. 

4).  The Trustee reserves the right to continue sale of the subject 
property from time to time by written or oral proclamation, which con-
tinuance shall be in the sole discretion of the Trustee. 

5).  The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing ten-
ant or person occupying the property to vacate said property, and 
any personal property and/or belongings remaining at the property 
after the foreclosure sale will be deemed to constitute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND WILL BE DISPOSED OF ACCORDINGLY. 

6).  The total purchase price is payable to the Trustee within thirty 
(30) days of the date of sale, with ten (10%) of the total purchase 
price payable to the Trustee at sale. 

Pill & Pill, PLLC, Trustee 
BY: Jonathan L. Wertman, Esq. 

Pill & Pill, PLLC 
      85 Aikens Center  

Martinsburg, WV 25404 
(304) 263-4971 

foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com 
10/17/4c 

 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned, MICHAEL C. DOSS, 
Trustee, by virtue of that certain Credit Line Deed of Trust executed 
by Kristina C. Tobasco, for the benefit of Citizens Bank of West Vir-
ginia, Inc., said Credit Line Deed of Trust bearing date the 16th day 
of March, 2022, and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed 
Book 406, at page 192, the makers, having defaulted in payment of 
the note secured by said Credit Line Deed of Trust as provided by 
the terms thereof, and the beneficial holder of the said note, Citi-
zens Bank of West Virginia, Inc., having declared the whole of the 
indebtedness thereunder to be due and payable; and having de-
manded the undersigned in writing to make sale of the real estate 
described in said Credit Line Deed of Trust, the undersigned 
Trustee will offer for sale and sell at public auction to the high-
est responsible bidder on the 18th day of October, 2024 at 1:00 
p.m., at the front steps of the Pocahontas County Courthouse 
in the City of Marlinton, Pocahontas County, West Virginia, the 
premises, being and consisting of the following: 

All of those certain lots or parcels of real estate, including 
the improvements thereon and appurtenances thereunto be-
longing, all being situate in the Town of Durbin, Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, and described as follows: 

Part of Lot 14 and 28 of Block 7, identified as Parcel 39 of 
Tax Map 4, and part of Lot 14 of Block 7, identified as Parcel 38 
of Tax Map 4. 

And being the same lots, tracts or parcels of real estate as ac-
quired by Kristina C. Tobasco, by the provisions of a Deed of Con-
veyance from Laura Dent Sheets, et. als. said Deed bearing date the 
6th day of January, 2020, and of record in the Office of the Clerk of 
the County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in 
Deed Book 383, at page 529, and further by the provisions of a Quit 
Claim Deed of Conveyance from Christopher M. Denison, said Deed 
bearing date the 16th day of March, 2022, and of record in the Of-

fice of the Clerk of the County Commission of Pocahontas County, 
West Virginia, in Deed Book 399, at page 565. 

The above-described real estate shall be sold subject to any 
claims, liens, assessments, taxes, restrictions, covenants, condi-
tions, and encumbrances against the same. 

The Trustee shall convey title with covenants of Special Warranty. 
The purchaser shall pay all taxes due and payable against the said 
property, the cost of the preparation of the Deed of Conveyance 
from the Trustee, the cost of any transfer tax and recording fees due 
upon the recordation of the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: 10% of bid payable to the Trustee on the day 
of sale and the balance within thirty (30) days. 

CONDITION OF SALE: Said property shall be sold to the high-
est responsible bidder, with the right reserved to the said Citizens 
Bank of West Virginia, Inc., to bid at said sale and to continue the 
said sale by declaration from time to time, as they may choose. 

Given unto my hand this 27th day of September, 2024.  
MICHAEL C. DOSS, TRUSTEE 

10/3/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2022-C-000044-POCAHONTAS COUNTY-WVTA LLC 

To: ULRIC ALDERMAN, WAYNE NEIL ALDERMAN, WAYNE 
NEIL ALDERMAN, WILMA UNDERWOOD, JANET BECK, 
SHELBY JEAN RYDER, ALONZO GEORGE DEAN JR, HAROLD 
SAWYERS, MELVIN HILL, BESSIE HILL, NORMAN ALDERMAN, 
CHARLOTTE ALDERMAN, PAULINE NEVADA HANSFORD, 
LEONARD GEORGE UNDERWOOD, ANNA MARY ROBIN-
SON,JANET LEE BECK, MILDRED LOUISE SYMES, SHELBY 
JEAN RYDER, LAWRENCE ALDERMAN, JOEL HILL, PAUL 
HILL, RUTH WRIGHT, RUTH WRIGHT, WOOD HILL, MURL HILL, 
MURL HILL, MADELINE HILL, MADELINE HILL, DOROTHY 
TEELIZZI, BETTY SILVA, BETTY SILVA, BETTY SILVA, MARY IN-
ESEU, MARY INESEU, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED 
RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, de-
visees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known 
heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the 
delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT: HUNTERSVILLE  MAP: 9999  
PARCEL 0600 0030 0000 

You will take notice that WVTA LLC, the purchaser of the follow-
ing real estate, Cert. No. 2022-C-000044, located in 
HUNTERSVILLE District, BEAVER CREEK MINERALS 100 AC, 
which was returned delinquent or non-entered in the name of 
ALDERMAN ULRIC, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and non-entered lands of POCAHONTAS County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes on May 11, 2023, WVTA LLC requests 
that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or 
after January 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day 
you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before December 31, 2024 will be as follows:  

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2021-11374.  

$ 93.90 

see Legal Advertisements pg 14

NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 
To: All owners of residential improved property located 

within the South Precinct of the Snowshoe Resort Commu-
nity District 

You will take notice that, pursuant to West Virginia Code, 7-25-
1, et seq. and Articles III and IV of the Bylaws of Snowshoe Re-
sort Community District, an election will be held on the 15th 
day of November 2024.  This election shall be for the purpose 
of electing a person to serve as the South Precinct Residential 
Representative of the Snowshoe Resort Community District. 

Voting is by the official ballot ONLY and incomplete bal-
lots will not be accepted.   

Ballots may be hand-delivered to the Snowshoe Resort Com-
munity District Election Committee in person between 1:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, November 15, 2024 at 
the District Office located at 502 Cass Road, Slatyfork, WV 
26291 or if by regular U.S. mail or electronically (facsimile or 
email) and must be received prior to 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard 
Time, November 15, 2024, delivered as follows; 

 
Via Mail: Snowshoe Resort Community District 

Election Committee 
PO Box 377 
Snowshoe, WV 26209 

 
Via Facsimile:  304-572-5616 
Via Email: ruth.bachman@snowshoedistrict.com  

 
The Southern Precinct includes The Seneca, Snowcrest, 

Summit, Top of the World, Westridge (north and south), Soaring 
Eagle, Leatherbark, Treetop, Sanctuary, Loggers Run, Wabasso, 
Lands End, Timbers, 5858 Snowshoe Dr (single home), 
Hawthorne Valley (including Twin Greens and Fairway points) 
and 370 Cupp Run Road, Snowshoe, WV (single home).   

Further information regarding the election including replace-
ment ballots, bios and candidate information is available on the 
District’s website at: www.snowshoedistrict.com 

Snowshoe Resort Community District 
By: David W. Dragan, Secretary 

10/10/2c



 
SERVICES 

 
TTC Handyman. All home remod-
eling and repair. Firewood available. 
All lawn service, landscaping, back-
hoe,  leaf removal, mulching, power 
washing. Any odd jobs, give us a 
call. 304-992-9866. Fully licensed 
and insured. 9/5/tfnp 

 
FOR RENT 

 
APARTMENT FOR RENT - Sin-
gle bedroom apartment, $700 per 
month. Utilities included except 
phone/Internet/TV. Call 304-456-
5357. 10/17/4c 

  
OFFICE FOR RENT -  520 Curry 
Street, Marlinton. $750/month. 304-
799-6243. 10/03/5c 

 
HELP WANTED  

 
HELP WANTED - Looking for a 
Correctional Officer job? Testing 
will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on 
a daily basis. Interested parties 
should contact Human Resources at 
the facility at 304-653-4201 to 
schedule an appointment.                 

1/19/tfnc 
   FREE  

FREE - Old newspapers to start 
your fireplace or woodstove. The 
Pocahontas Times office.  9/26/tfn 

 

 FOUND  
FOUND - Single key at Little Gen-
eral parking lot, Marlinton. Call The 

Pocahontas Times office at 304-
799-4973.  9/26/tfn 

  

AUCTION SALE 
Saturday, October 26 • 10 a.m. 
986 Monroe Draft Road, Ronceverte, WV. 

From Union, take Rt. 219 north to Organ Cave and 
Rt. 63 toward Caldwell about 1.5 miles. From 
Lewisburg, take Rt. 219 South to Organ Cave. 

Lot of crocks from 1 - 10 gal., rocking churn, large 
dough bowl, lot of Blue Willow dishes, Carnival 
glass, quilts, various old churns, large collection of 
Capodimonte dishes, Gone With The Wind oil 
lamps, many other lamps, mantle clocks, pocket 
knives, corner cabinet, antique sideboard, hall tree, 
pie safe, china hutches, large secretary, oak table 
and 4 chairs, spinning wheel, refrigerator, Husq-
varna riding mower, curved glass oak hutch, approx. 
15 guns (shotguns and rifles) - all guns will be reg-
istered.  

This is only a portion of the personal property of 
the estate of Thomas B. and Drema Lucas, Jim 
Lewis, Executor. Food available.  

Terms: Cash settlement day of sale 
Auctioneers: Kermit (#479), Billy (#605)      

and Ben Morgan (#2196) 
Phone 304-667-6849 or 304-647-5970

Fundraising, Outreach and Evaluation Coordinator  
High Rocks is a growing organization seeking a team member in our Development 

Office. Responsibilities include grant writing and reporting, private donor manage-
ment, community outreach, evaluation and data collection. Strong candidates for 
this position will have a background in fundraising, grant writing, and/or community 
outreach and will enjoy work in a team setting. Applicants with excellent writing skills 
who are comfortable communicating with donors are preferred.  

High Rocks Educational Corporation is an innovative team environment with a 
solid mission to educate, empower, and inspire young people in West Virginia. We 
are a leader in transforming the lives of young people and the impact they have on 
their communities. At High Rocks, we value an unwavering commitment to excellence 
and honesty and a deep understanding of our programs and operations. We believe 
that all of our team members are learning and growing at High Rocks and place a 
strong emphasis on continued training and professional development. We operate 
seven transformational programs for young people in West Virginia and beyond; our 
work touched more than 6,000 young West Virginians last year alone. We work to 
provide full scholarships to all our programs, partnering with more thsn 50 active 
private and public funding partners and grants at the local, state, and federal level 
to make these opportunities possible across the state.  

Learn more about our programs and opportunities at www.highrocks.org.  
Salary: $44,000 - $58,000, depending on education and experience. Based in 

Hillsboro, WV, with some potential to work in Lewisburg part of the week. This posi-
tion is full-time, at-will, with eligibility for benefits including flexible workplace, health, 
vacation, and retirement, and professional development opportunities.  

Minimum Qualifications:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent work experience recommended.  
• Grant writing and fundraising experience  
• Detail-oriented and organized  
• Strong communication skills, including strong written communication  
• Computer skills a must, including Excel  
• Experience with Salesforce, QuickBooks, and advanced Excel functions a plus  
• Some travel required. A background check is required since we work with vul-

nerable populations and Workforce WV. Must be able to pass a drug screening.  
Please consider applying even if you do not meet all of the 

qualifications but think you would be a strong fit. Training is 
available. 

 Reports to: Director of Development. 
 For a complete list of responsibilities, or to apply: Please 

send a letter of interest or cover letter, résumé, writing sample 
and references to High Rocks, ATTN: Summer Martin, 
summer@highrocks.org.

The Highland Center  
s seeking applications for  

Finance Manager
General Description:  This position performs all 
payroll functions, maintains general ledger, 
performs all activities relating to accounts 
receivable and accounts payable (including The 
Highland County Farmers Market and The 
Highland Center Art Gallery), and prepares bi-
monthly financial reports. 
Requirements/Preferences:  Proficiency in 
Microsoft Excel and Intuit QuickBooks, 
adherence to basic financial accounting 
standards, and previous accounting or 
bookkeeping experience.  Previous experience 
working in the not-for-profit sector is a plus. 
Salary/Benefits:  Compensation is based on 
experience.  Job requires 20-30 hours per week.  
Benefits include a flexible work schedule and 
remote working possibilities. 
Further details and instructions for applying can 
be found on The Highland Center website: 
www.thehighlandcenter.org/staff
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Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due 
on the date of certification for ticket number. 

$  0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with 

interest for tax year 2022-11390. $ 5.07 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Re-

demption fee plus interest. $ 107.97 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to re-

deem, publication, personal service, Secretary of 
State, with interest. $ 1,045.42 

Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  
$ 2,022.89 

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Au-
ditor – cashier check, money order, certified or 
personal check. $ 3,275.25 

You may redeem at any time before Decem-
ber 31, 2024 by paying the above total less any 
unearned interest. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  
County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 
Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand October 4, 2024 

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Non-entered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

10/10/3c

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon.  
Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.

The Pocahontas Times  Subscription Rates  
• In-County ~ $35  • In-State ~ $43 

• Out-of State ~ $43 • Online only ~ $29  
• Print and Online ~ $59 

 
Call 304-799-4973 or email  

jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 
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as a beef farm until 2005. 
Since then, Rick has been 
producing and selling hay. 
The original smokehouse on 
the farm was built in 1801, 
and the current house was 
built between 1910 and 
1913. The family still owns 
150 acres of the original 
Wooddell Farms, with the 
total acreage at 180. Rick is 
the Commander of the Poca-
hontas County Veterans 
Honor Corps, Treasurer of 
the Durbin Lions Club, Ad-
jutant for the Allegheny 
American Legion Post 117, 
Trustee of Arbovale United 
Methodist Church, and Vice 
President of the Arbovale 
United Methodist Church 
Cemetery.  

- - - 
Every year the District Su-

pervisors select a District 
Supervisor of the Year.  

 
2024 Supervisor  

of the Year  
Jerry L. Clifton  

Jerry Clifton has been a 
member of the Greenbrier 
Valley Conservation District 
serving Pocahontas County 
since 2010. Alongside his 
wife, Linda, he oversees a 
515-acre cattle farm and has 
been actively involved in 
conservation initiatives with 

FSA, NRCS and GVCD. 
These initiatives include the 
development of springs, 
wells and watering troughs, 
as well as the installation of 
exclusion and division 
fences for rotational grazing. 
Clifton has a distinguished 
background, including four 
years in the U.S. Navy and 
41 years with Alleghany 
Power Company. He has 
served as a member of the 
Marlinton Lions Club, the 
Farm Bureau, and the board 
of directors for Southern 
States and Pocahontas Pro-
ducers. For the past 14 years, 
he has served in various ca-
pacities, including secre-
tary/treasurer, vice-chair- 
man, and spearheaded com-
mittees. He has served as the 
primary liaison for Emer-
gency Watershed Protection 

in Pocahontas County and 
represented the GVCD on 
the Mountain Resource Con-
servation and Development 
Board. He has also organ-
ized educational events and 
successfully oversaw con-
servation projects. Clifton, 
who recently retired as a 
Greenbrier Valley Conserva-
tion Supervisor, is highly de-
serving of this honorable 
award and his presence will 
greatly be missed. 

More History 
From a paper by H. A. 

Yeager 
So far as history records, 

Henry Baker, of Richmond, 
Virginia, was the first teach-
er to cross the Alleghanies, 
and the school taught in the 
Drinnen cabin was the pio-
neer of pioneer schools. 

A few schools were estab-
lished by the State of Vir-
ginia for the people “beyond 
the mountains,” but because 
of the distance and the dan-
ger from the Indians, the 
people of the community es-
tablished what were known 
as subscription schools. Each 
family paid according to the 
number of children they had 
enrolled.  

Following the Drinnen 
raid and death of Henry 
Baker, the school moved to a 
point near the Stony Creek 
bridge near Marlinton. The 
school term was three or four 
months, usually held during 
the summer. The teachers 
were local citizens, and the 
qualifications were that they 
could “read, write and be 
able to cipher,” and “be re-
spected citizens of good 
moral character.” These 
teachers were paid the equiv-
alent of five or ten dollars a 
month in furs or grains and 
were boarded by the pa-
trons... 

About 1880, a school was 
established in a one room 
building in Price Hollow, the 
land was given by Andrew 
McLaughlin, and it was 
called the Marlin Bottom 

school... 
One of the most interest-

ing teachers was Charles 
Cook, of Boston, who was a 
graduate of Brown Univer-
sity. He came south during 
the Civil War and after the 
war settled near Edray... The 
story is told of him that upon 
one occasion they were hav-
ing a community meeting 
and a “question box” was 
being conducted. The idea 
was that certain questions 
should be asked, and some-
one called upon to answer 
the question with a speech. 
Mr. Cook drew the question, 
“What can be done to im-
prove this community?” 

He arose and said, “Eight 
or ten first class funerals,” 
and sat down.  

Needless to say, the meet-
ing broke up... 

Like and  
Follow us on  

Facebook 
The 

Pocahontas 
Times

MARLINTON OFFICE 
304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  
Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
www.property4u.com 

NEW LISTINGS

MORE LISTINGS

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth? Find out BEFORE you 
lease. Call us TODAY about how you can join. wvminerals.com

6297 – Snowshoe. 
2.30 wooded acres in 
Sunset Mountain.– 
$7,500

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6577 – Marlinton. 
Great home on 2.08 
acres – $189,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6618 – Huntersville. 
3BR/2BA ranch home 
on 2.10 semi-private 
acres. Close to  Green- 
brier River and Trail, 
Knapps Creek, Wa-
toga and Seneca State 
parks. – $129,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6325 – Rainelle. 92 
acres of woodland 
with some timber. 
The property is lo-
cated at the end of a 
peaceful farm valley 
and backs up against 
the Meadow River 
Wildlife Management 
Area. – $255,000

6671 – Marlinton. 
3BR/2BA home in 
close proximity to all 
Pocahontas County 
has to offer. Town 
living. Great starter, 
vacation or perma-
nent home. – $92,000

6713 – Marlinton. Great commer-
cial property location with multi-
ple buildings. Most recently oper-
ated as a country store. Includes 
workshop, one-bay and three-bay 
garages, two-room living area. 

Easy access off Rt. 219. – $384,000

6714 – Marlinton. Tract 15. "The 
Pines Estates." 5.44-acre property 
with open meadow and farm 
homestead views. Property is 
close to town, rivers, hike and bike 
trails, national forest, state parks 

and Snowshoe. – $136,000

6672 – Huntersville. 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA 
home on 27+/- roll-
ing acres. Majority is 
woodland with 1.5 
acre pasture. Spacious 
home with addition-
al family room/ sun-
room. – $269,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2019 Chevy 
BLAZER LT  

All wheel drive, alloy wheels.  
Local trade. Sharp. Clean. 

$18,995

25017

2021 Chevy 
EQUINOX LT  

All wheel drive. Power liftgate,  
heated seats, remote start, rear camera, 

XM, push button start. 30,600 miles. 

$23,995

924067

2019 Chevy 
SILVERADO 1500 LT 
4x4, 5.3 V8, running boards,  
alloy wheels. 58,500 miles. 

$32,995

24192A

2017 Chevy 
TRAVERSE LT 

All wheel drive, third row, V6,  
power seat, heated seats. 68,000 miles. 

Call Today!

924063A

2020 Nissan 
ROGUE SV 

All wheel drive, 22,000 miles.  
30 mpg. 22 photos online.  
Clean and ready to sell! 

$20,995

25001A

 
The Mitchell Chevrolet 

Pumpkin Contest is cur-
rently underway.  

We would like to invite 
everyone to participate.  

Free pumpkins to the 
first 200 contestants.  

There are prizes for win-
ning contestants and a 
donation to the school of 
their choice. 

This is a fun project 
your family can do.  

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to 
call us. 304-799-6388.WE COME                   

TO YOU! 
• From oil changes to 

complete rebuilds 

GEAR UP FOR 
WINTER!  

We’ll help you get  
your equipment ready 

 
Independent dealer

On-site          
Solutions        

for Smooth      
Operations

Hillsboro -  
Call to schedule! 
540-815-8159

TRIVIA ANSWERS: (1). California (2). Lawyer (3). James Fenimore Cooper (4). 
Dirty Dancing
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Weatherwise 
By Chester Carden  

U. S. F. S.  
The average rainfall on the 

Cranberry River Watershed 
for the month of September 
was 2.55 inches. Five-year 
average for the same period 
is 5 inches. 

High temperature for the 
month was 80 degrees at 
Aldrich Branch on Septem-
ber 14. Low for the month 
was at Black Mountain Sep-
tember 23 with 32 degrees. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

James T. Martin, II, of Mar-
linton, a daughter, named 
Lori Anne. 

 
DEATHS 

Mrs. Walter Cottrell, of 
Marlinton; funeral service 
will be from the Marlinton 
Methodist Church with bur-
ial in Mountain View Ceme-
tery. 

- - - 
Mrs. Viola Moore, 69, of 

Durbin; funeral service from 
the Bethel United Methodist 
Church with burial in the 
Gum Cemetery. 

- - - 
Dorsey James Sharp, 64, 

of Marlinton, a son of the 
late Elmer E. and Janet Fos-
ter Sharp. Funeral service 
from VanReenen Funeral 

Home with burial in Moun-
tain View Cemetery. 

- - - 
Elsie Pauline Underwood 

Henderson, daughter of Mrs. 
Duffie Moore and the late 
Kennie Underwood. Funeral 
service from the Cummings 
Creek Church with burial in 
Beaver Creek Cemetery. 

 
A BIT OF HUMOR 

Genius isn’t spontaneous 
combustion – it’s a trail of 
sparks from a grindstone. 

Thanks to computers, the 
old-fashioned clerical error 
can now be converted into a 
corporate disaster. 

Amazing, isn’t it? All 
these shortages and we still 
have a littler problem! 

50, from  
page 7

75, from page 7

twins to be born in Marlin-
ton. 

 
DIED 

SAMUEL HARPER, 
ESQ. 

Pocahontas was bereaved 
of one of its worthy citizens 
when the venerable Samuel 
Harper died last Wednesday 
night, October 11, at the 
home of Dice Rimel, his 
son-in-law, at the Top of Al-
leghany, beyond Driscol, 

aged about 87 years. 
Mr. Harper was born and 

reared and spent his entire 
life, save a few months, at 
the noted Harper mill on 
Knapps creek. He was one of 
Henry Harper’s sons, who in 
his day carried on success-
fully a number of industries 
as the Harper mill, forge and 
tannery. It would require an 
extended article to mention 
all that might be appropri-
ately said of this departed 
friend and citizen. His repu-
tation in all the relations of 
life ranks with the highest in 
in our county, by common 

consent on the part of his 
widely extended acquain-
tanceship. 

His first wife was Melinda 
Moore, granddaughter of 
Moses Moore, the noted pi-
oneer of this region. The late 
Mrs. Washington Herold and 
Mrs. Francis Dever and Mrs. 
James E. Moore, Preston, 
Frank and William Harper, 
well-known citizens, were 
children of the first mar-
riage. His second wife was 
Miss M. J. Gum, a noted 
teacher of Highland County. 
Mrs. Rimel was a daughter 
of the second marriage. 

History, 
from page 7

Awards, 
from page 8
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