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Enjoy these fun-filled events before the  
end of October!

304‐799‐4636 • naturesmountainplayground.com

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park: 
Costume Contest and Trick‐or‐
Treat, Friday, Oct. 25, 5 ‐ 7 p.m.,  

Haunted House, Friday,           
Oct. 25 (7:30 ‐ 10 p.m.) and                             

Saturday, Oct. 26 (7 ‐ 10 p.m.) 
Halloween in Durbin,          

Thursday, Oct. 31:  
Trick‐or‐Treat, 5 ‐ 7 p.m.,  

Activities at           
BDF Firehall  

at 7 p.m. 

CW’s Corn Maze ‐ open through 
Sunday, Oct. 27 

Haunted Corn Maze Oct. 26 
Marlinton: Trick‐or‐Treat          

and Trunk‐or‐Treat 
Thursday, Oct. 31, from 5 ‐ 7 

p.m., with costume judging and 
activities to follow at Dari‐Land 

Hillsboro: Trick‐or‐Treat in 
town and Trunk‐or‐Treat at                

Oak Grove Presbyterian 
Church, 6 ‐ 8 p.m.

Trick-or-Travel…Enjoy these  
events before the end of October!

Don’t let high heating costs spook you!
Get a home equity line of

credit from 
CITY NATIONAL BANK

to help with those 
ghastly bills.

We Pay For 
the Appraisal!

Stop by today for details.

Happy Halloween304-799-4640
www.bankatcity.com
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The sounds of leaves 
crunching underfoot 
and the whistle  of 

the steam engine were joined 
by the sounds of old-time 
tunes at Cass Scenic Rail-
road State Park last week 
with the return of the Au-
gusta Heritage Center Old-
Time Retreat. 

The five-day event in-
cluded classes in fiddle, 
banjo, guitar, mandolin and 
singing, as well as special 
programs showcasing the 
history of old-time music 
and the songs that have stood 
the test of time. 

When they weren’t in 
class, the musicians were 
spending time in the Cass 
Company Houses, or in the 
front yards, in a jam circle. 

Last Friday, during one of 
those jam circle sessions, the 
musicians shared why they 
chose old-time music and 
how they learned about the 
retreat. 

First time attendee Cather-
ine Janky, of northern New 
York, by way of New Or-
leans, said she ran into Au-
gusta staff member Rachel 
Eddy at another music camp 
and was inspired to make the 
trek to Cass for a new expe-
rience. 

“It fell on my October 
break, so I thought I would 
come down,” she said. “It’s 

just wonderful. It’s so much 
fun to meet up with people 
and play music together. It’s 
a very welcoming commu-
nity.” 

Janky began playing 
music as a child, but didn’t 
pick up old-time until 12 
years ago. She started play-
ing fiddle seven years ago. 
She said she loves the com-
munity aspect of the genre 
and how it brings people to-
gether. 

“When you’re all coming 
together and trying to sync 
up and play together to cre-

ate this sound – this groove – 
when everyone is together,” 
she said, “I really love the 
community aspect of it.” 

The other musicians 
agreed that the feeling of 
community is prevalent at re-
treats such as  this. And hav-
ing the beautiful backdrop of 
West Virginia mountains and 
the historic town of Cass as 
the setting was a great draw, 
as well. 

Casey Mullen, of Down-
ington, Pennsylvania, said 
she loves driving through the 
fall colors in the mountains 

as she travels to the retreat.  
“I’ve come every year that 

it’s been here in Cass.” 
Mullen has played fiddle 

for 15 years and used to play 
Irish music until he attended 
an old-time jam. 

“I thought it would be 
good for ear training and fell 
in love with the music and 
the community aspect of it,” 
he said. “The people and the 
music go together.” 

Banjo player Ken May, of 
Columbia, South Carolina, 

Cass provides backdrop for music retreat

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Kaylea Kelley’s 
fifth grade class at 
Green Bank Ele-

mentary-Middle School 
had a special visitor last 
week for its lesson on Na-
tional Disability Employ-
ment Month. 

Pocahontas County 911/ 
Emergency Management 

Director Michael O’Brien 
spoke to the class about his 
life before and after he had 
a dirt bike accident in 2011. 

Communities In Schools 
coordinator Marsha Bever-
age helped Kelley by 
reaching out to O’Brien, 
who said he would be 
happy to talk to the stu-
dents. 

O’Brien visits GBEMS 
for National Disability 
Employment Month

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

I can’t remember how 
old I was when I be-
came a fan of horror 

movies. I do know I was a 
late bloomer. I’d say it was-
n’t until I was in college that 
I really started to explore the 
genre and found out that I 
loved the rollercoaster of 
emotions you experience 
with horror. 

There are so many sub-
genres, and I can’t pick just 
one. Slashers, supernatural, 
sci-fi, apocalyptic, zombie, 
revenge and even comedy. I 
love them all. 

Something that comes 
with being a horror fan is the 
convention scene. We’ve all 
heard of the big conventions 
– San Diego Comic Con and 
New York Comic Con, but 
those encompass all the fan-
doms. Whether you love sci-
fi and the debate about Star 
Wars versus Star Trek or 
you’re a fantasy fiend who 
knows their Hogwarts house, 
all the Game of Thrones sig-
ils and how to speak Elvish –
there’s something for 

everyone at those cons. 
What I didn’t know for a 

long time was that there are 
a series of horror specific 
conventions all around the 
world, character actors, stunt 
performers and the main ac-
tors who brought all those 
great slashers to life on the 
big screen gather for the 
fans. 

It became a dream of mine 
to attend a horror convention 
and meet my favorites, 
which turns out to be a lot of 
different actors who brought 
to life Jason Voorhees in the 
“Friday the 13th” films. 

That dream came true Oc-
tober 11, when I jumped in 
the car with my friend, Tony 
Blackstock, and headed to 
Richmond, Virginia, for 
Nightmare Weekend, hosted 
by GalaxyCon. 

I was like a kid on Christ-
mas morning, filled with a 
happy, nervous energy. Tony 
has been to a lot of conven-
tions through the years, so I 
called him my horror con 
sherpa. 

Prior to attending, we 
checked out the website 
which gave a list of all the 

celebrities who would be 
there. I was stoked! There 
were going to be four Jasons 

there, including one of the 
best, Kane Hodder. Just two 
weeks prior to the event, 

Hodder had to cancel, but 
that didn’t dampen my spir-
its. There were still three, 
and so many more people 
that I recognized from differ-
ent movies and shows. 

The main cast from 1979’s 
“The Warriors,” was there, as 
well as Kristy Swanson, who 
was Buffy in the movie ver-
sion of “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer.” Devon Sawa and 
Kerr Smith, of “Final Desti-
nation” were also on hand as 
well as many others. 

The biggest draw was 
David Howard Thornton, 
who portrays Art the Clown 
in the “Terrifier” series. 
“Terrifier 3” came out in the-
aters that weekend, so the 
line to see him was really 
long.  

I focused on the Jasons 
and got a chance to chat with 
all three of them. 

Ken Kerzinger was a stunt 
coordinator and double and 
one of Jason’s victims in 
“Friday the 13th: Jason 
Takes Manhattan,” the 
eighth film in the series. He 
then donned the hockey 
mask as the slasher himself 
in “Freddy vs. Jason,” which 

pitted him against Robert 
Englund’s Freddy Krueger. 

Kerzinger said he was sur-
prised he was asked to be 
Jason in the 2003 flick, as-
suming Kane Hodder would 
continue the role. Hodder 
has portrayed Jason in four 
films. The producers ex-
plained they wanted a taller 
Jason who resembled the 
comic book character. 

“They put two-inch lifts 
on me and I’m 6’6” so I was 
6’8” with the boots on,” 
Kerzinger said. “When I got 
it, I was like, ‘wow.’ I didn’t 
know what a big deal it was, 
and my family started getting 
a hold of me and asked if I 
looked at the internet. It was 
blowing up over me playing 
Jason in ‘Freddy vs. Jason.”’ 

Fans of the “Friday the 
13th” films know that it was 
initially hinted that a 
“Freddy vs. Jason” film was 
in the works at the end of 
“Jason Goes to Hell” when 
Freddy’s gloved hand comes 
out of the ground and pulls 
Jason’s hockey mask down 
into the depths below. 

Nightmare Weekend makes dream come true
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WITH MY JASON Voorhees tank top and press pass, I 
was ready to experience my first ever horror convention 
October 11 in Richmond, Virginia. Nightmare Weekend 
featured guests from horror and thriller movies, in-
cluding Ken Kerzinger, above with me. Kerzinger por-
trayed Jason Voorhees in “Freddy vs. Jason.”

PARTICIPATING IN THE annual Augusta Heritage Center Old-Time Music Re-
treat at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park last week were, from left: Ken May, Chris 
Stinson, Casey Mullen, Mary Sue Burns and Jim. S. Stewart photo

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 911/Emergency Man-
agement Director Michael O’Brien visited Green 
Bank Elementary-Middle School last week to talk to 
the fifth grade students about his life after an acci-
dent left him with partial use of his legs. Photo cour-
tesy of Marsha Beverage

see Month pg 8see Music pg 10

see Dream pg 8
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Staff Writer 

 

At the October 15 Poc-
ahontas County 
Board of Education 

meeting, schools superin-
tendent Lynne Bostic pre-
sented the results of the 
annual Balanced Scorecard 
which is administered by the 
West Virginia Department of 
Education. 

Bostic said attendance was 
marked as needing support 
which means the school sys-
tem did not meet the stan-
dards set by the state. 

“We did not show im-
provement for two consecu-
tive years,” she said. “I’d 
guess every county has an at-
tendance issue at this point. 
What the state department 
will do now is assist us with 
the analysis of the data and 
creation of an action plan 
that we will work on to-
gether.” 

Bostic added that three 
areas were indicated as need-
ing assistance – board mem-
ber effectiveness, special 
education, and preschool. 

She said the board member 
effectiveness was an easy 
fix, explaining that the 
board’s self-evaluations 
were not submitted in time 
for the assessment. She said 
the board office is working 
to rectify that as soon as pos-
sible. 

As for special education 
and preschool, Bostic said 
there will be plans created 
and implemented to improve 
those two areas for the fu-
ture. 

In updates: 
• Green Bank Elementary-

Middle School Communities 
in Schools Coordinator Mar-
sha Beverage introduced the 
board to the school’s therapy 

dog Kasha, and gave a report 
on the work Kasha does at 
the school. 

Beverage explained that 
Kasha’s handlers went 
through extensive training to 
ensure they have a good 
working relationship with 
the yellow lab, who spends 
her days in the classrooms 
and with students individu-
ally, as needed. 

Beverage also said that it 
costs approximately $1,500 
a year to take care of Kasha, 
and the school relies on 
fundraising and donations to 
cover the costs of care for 
the canine. 

Appalachian Forest 
National Heritage 
Area (AFNHA) an-

nounced that it has awarded 
$201,972 in grants to 15 area 
organizations through the 
second year of its Ap-
palachian Forest Grants pro-
gram. These projects will 
support preservation, inter-
pretation and tourism devel-
opment projects by govern- 
ment and non-profits part-
ners throughout the region. 
This year’s grant program 
emphasized projects related 
to collections management, 
America250 stories, and In-
digenous Appal- achians. 
These projects are expected 
to produce an additional 
$265,000 in matching and 
leveraged funds in local 
communities. 

Included among the award 
recipients: 

Greenbrier River Trail 
Foundation – Greenbrier Ri-

ver Trail: Origin Stories 
Shared and Archived 

High Rocks Educational 
Corporation – Richwood 
Building Repairs 

Yew Mountain Center – 
Indigenous Voices on the 
Mountain Medicine Trail 

The awards range from 
$3,000 to $20,000 and will 
fund projects in Alleghany, 
Greenbrier, Hardy, Morgan, 
Nicholas, Pendleton, Poca-
hontas, Preston, Randolph 
and Tucker counties. These 
grants were made possible 
by funding from the Na-
tional Park Service’s Her-
itage Partnership Program. 
AFNHA is a member of the 
National Heritage Area Sys-
tem. 

The Appalachian Forest 
National Heritage Area con-
serves, interprets, and pro-
motes forest heritage to 
enhance landscapes and 
communities in the high-
lands of West Virginia and 

Maryland. AFNHA works 
with partners to accomplish 
this through community de-
velopment, conservation, 
celebrating cultural heritage, 
and creating opportunities 
for transformational experi-
ences.  

To learn more, see www. 
appalachianforesnha.org

The following hearings 
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court 
befreo the Honorable Jen-
nifer P. Dent: 

Mason Slava Walker, 24, 
of Hillsboro, appeared by 
video for a status hearing 
wherein he waived his right 
to a speedy trial in this term 
of court. The matter is con-
tinued to February 6, 2025. 
Defense counsel advised the 
court that Walker has secu-
rity concerns at Tygart Val-
ley Regional Jail and would 
like to be transferred to the 
Southern Regional Jail. The 
court would like the jail 
commission to hear the mat-
ter before any court order is 
entered. Walker was indicted 
on one count, murder in the 
first degree; one count, use 
or presentment of a firearm 
during the commission of a 
felony; and one count, per-
son prohibited from possess-
ing a firearm. 

Randall Moore, 44, of Ar-
bovale, waived his right to a 
speedy trial in this term of 
court. The matter is set for a 

status hearing February 6, 
2025. Moore was indicted 
on one count, murder in the 
first degree. 

Roy Lambert, JR., 56, of 
Bartow, waived his right to a 
speedy trial during this term 
of court. Pre-trial hearing is 
set for February 6, 2025, and 
an in-person jury trial is set 
for February 13, 2025. Lam-
bert was indicted on one 
count, sexual abuse in the 
first degree.
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AFNHA awards grants to local organizations

Circuit Court

Friday, Oct. 25 
Arbovale Community Center 

4 - 6 p.m. or until it’s gone 
Take out only - $10 per quart  

Bring quart containers if possible

Mulligan 
Stew!

It’s  

back! 

It’s 

delicious!

HHIIDDDDEENN  CCRREEEEKKHIDDEN CREEK

Fresh Produce • Baked Goods 
•Bulk Foods • Back-to-Basics

NEW HOURS:  
Thurs. - Sat. 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Fresh donuts every   
Saturday morning!

1455 Lobelia Road, Hillsboro 
1.5 miles from Rt. 219  

304-653-4042

Rayetta’s Lunchbox
Located behind State Farm Insurance/Second Avenue 

Open Monday – Friday • 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Thank you for  

your patronage! 

Rayetta and Anna

We will be closed 
for public lunches 

starting  
November 1. 

 
We have limited 

space for catering 
and special  

orders through  
December 23.

Home-cooked food
from scratch

304-799-2240
DINE IN / CARRY OUT

Open Fri. and Sat. 4 - 7 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Best Cheesecake Around
View menu on Facebook

3756 Jerico Road, Marlinton 
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

Rt. 39, Marlinton
Reserve your table and order 

your meal in advance.  
Call by 1 p.m. the day of 

your choice:  
304-799-5471.  

locusthillwv.com

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin  
& Restaurant

RESTAURANT  
NOW OPEN FOR       
PUBLIC DINING              

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK               
5 - 8 p.m. 

By Advance Reservation 
only - Sorry, no  

walk-ins, please.
View menu online at 

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER 
 Thursday, Oct. 24, 

at Marlinton   
Presbyterian Church  

Bean soup, cornbread and dessert.  
Come, have a sit-down dinner                     

and visit with your neighbors! 
Served 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

      Sponsored by area churches and community volunteers.

EARLY VOTING
Early voting for the November 5, 2024 
General Election  Wednesday, October 
23 through Saturday, November 2  in 
the Commission Room at the 
Pocahontas County Courthouse. 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Satudays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Enter by way of the        
handicapped entrance 
on the right side of         
the courthouse.

ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS 

The deadline to 
request an application 

for an Absentee Ballot by Mail is        
Wednesday, October 30.  

Contact the Pocahontas County Clerk’s      
Office at 304-799-4549 or visit the          

office  Monday through Friday,             
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Daily Specials!  
Call or visit our FB page

WEEKEND SPECIAL -  
FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY:  

Chicken broccoli cheddar pot pie                                 
with side salad. 

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

$1295 

Open  
Thursday -  
S day 

 - 9 p.m. 
7847 Seneca Trail      

Hillsboro 

304-653-2646

Serving lunch and 

dinner,  desserts,            

milkshakes,  ice 

cream, lattés,               

espresso, and more.         

~Dine in or carry out~ 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Charles Young  
Senior Staff Writer 
The Exponent Telegram 

 

Low labor force partic-
ipation — the percent-
age of the population 

working or currently looking 
for work — is one of West 
Virginia’s long-standing eco-
nomic impediments. 

Mississippi is the only 
state in the nation with lower 
labor force participation than 
West Virginia, Dr. John De-
skins, director of the West 
Virginia University Bureau 

of Business and Economic 
Research, said. 

“It’s better than last,” he 
said to attendees of the North 
Central West Virginia Busi-
ness Summit. “This is our 
problem in West Virginia. 
Our problem isn’t unem-
ployment.” 

The unemployment rate 
only shows, among those 
who want to work, how 
many people have a job ver-
sus how many people are 
looking for work. 

The labor force participa-
tion rate, on the other hand, 

is a more accurate gauge of 
whether an economy is actu-
ally healthy, Deskins said. 

“This figure captures what 
is the share of the adult pop-
ulation that wants to work in 
the first place, never mind if 
they have a job or are just 
looking for a job — it’s what 
share of the adult population 
wants to work,” he said. 

West Virginia’s labor force 
participation rate was 55.1% 
as of September 20, accord-
ing to data from the Federal 

Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter 

 

At its October 15 
meeting, the Poca-
hontas County Com-

mission discussed applying 
for an approximate $5 mil-
lion U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) loan to 
build a new 911 Center.  

Commissioner John Re-
binski explained that the bids 
they received exceeded the 
money the commission has 
available for the project by 

about $5 million, so the 
USDA loan appears to be the 
best solution to finance the 
project. Pocahontas Memo-
rial Hospital (PMH) and the 
county recently financed the 
hospital expansion using, in 
part, a $7 million USDA 
loan. 

Rebinski pointed out that 
a new 911 Center is critical 
to maintaining public safety 
through emergency dis-
patches. He also said that he 
has put a lot of thought and 
reasoning into this project 

and has already scaled it 
back as much as he can. He 
also said they might not need 
to borrow the full $5 million 
– that is just a worst-case 
scenario.   

It could take 18 months or 
longer to get any USDA loan 
approved. 

Two Pocahontas County 
seniors, Noah Nutter and 
Bailey Zickefoose, appeared 
before the commission to 
ask that the commission of-

Pocahontas County has become a leader 
in tourism statewide, but residents say 
this has led to surging housing costs as 
more visitors move in. They’re also  
looking for better public schools and 
local shopping options 

 
Tre Spencer  
mountainstatespotlight.org 

 

Tourism is rapidly growing in Poca-
hontas County, where the headwa-
ters of eight rivers flow and miles of 

trails attract hikers and bikers. But, while 
many locals embrace the influx of visitors, 
it has created some challenges.  

Mountain State Spotlight visited Poca-
hontas County as part of our initiative to 
talk to voters in all 55 counties in the lead-
up to the 2024 Election. In each county, re-
porters are asking a simple question: What 
do you want to hear candidates talking 
about as they compete for votes? 

From Hillsboro to Bartow, residents said 
they need a solution to the lack of afford-
able housing in the area, additional re-
sources for county public schools and more 
grocery stores or places to shop.  

In Marlinton, the county seat, business 
owners and longtime residents say they’ve 

Tourism is booming in  
Pocahontas County. It’s causing 
problems for some locals 

see Tourism pg 10Deskins: Labor force  
participation remains state’s 
‘biggest economic challenge’ 

BOE discusses balanced scorecard results

Commission discusses funding 
options for new 911 Center

see Labor pg 11

see Center pg 11

see BOE pg 6



This week’s post comes 
from Trisha Barb, li-
brarian at the Lin-

wood branch. Trisha 
explains that being a librar-
ian in Pocahontas County 
isn’t just sitting behind a 
desk checking out books. 

When you mention the 
word “librarian,” most peo-
ple will picture someone 
wearing glasses and a cardi-
gan, sitting behind a desk, 
shushing patrons, then going 
home to spend every evening 
in front of a big book. 

I don’t quite fit those 
stereotypes.  

To be fair, I do wear a lot 
of cardigans. And I do love 
literature and helping my 
community. 

I also love spending time 
outdoors. And if you’ve ever 
stopped by the Linwood 
branch on a Thursday when 
the Linwood Little Librari-
ans are visiting, then you’ll 
know that I’m not one for in-
sisting on silence in the li-
brary! 

While I may not fit the 
stereotypes, I do love being 
a librarian. 

My job is sublime for a 
multitude of reasons. I have 
great coworkers. I get to see 
the smiling faces of library 
patrons when they find the 
perfect book. I love seeing 
kids discover new places in 
the pages of a story. 

My favorite part of work-
ing as a librarian in Poca-
hontas County is that so 
much of the job takes place 
out from behind the circula-
tion desk. 

Over the summer, the li-
brary set up a booth at First 
Fridays in Marlinton. I loved 
volunteering to cover the 
booth because it offered the 
chance to do fun activities 
with the the community—
things like making buttons 
and face painting—while 
also sharing information 
about our Summer Reading 
Program. 

I’ve also gotten to do 
things like host story time 
during the Capitol Christmas 
Tree Celebration. I loved 
getting to see some of my fa-
vorite young patrons outside 
the library, taking in all the 
excitement and festivities 
with their parents. 

My favorite adventures 
outside the library are the 

days I get to assist Nature’s 
Mountain Classroom.  

If you’re not familiar with 
it, Nature’s Mountain Class-
room is an experiential 
learning program for kids in 
second through fifth grades. 
Kids get the chance to learn 
about Pocahontas County—
both its natural and cultural 
beauty—while adventuring 
in it. 

In the coming days, I’ll be 
hosting “Pop-Up Story 
Time” at the Snowshoe Hare 
coffee shop. Keep an eye out 
for additional “Pop-Up Story 
Time” sessions in the future 
near you.  

What truly makes all these 
events magical are the com-

munities and people who 
make them possible. Seeing 
so many local businesses and 
community organizations 
come together to create long-
lasting memories for every-
one involved—especially the 
younger generations—re-
minds me of why the place 
where I get to work and live 
is special.  

We love being part of our 
community. If you look 
around at pretty much any 
event going on around our 
county, odds are pretty good 
that you’ll spot a librarian. 

When today’s young li-
brary patrons here in Poca-
hontas County are grown, 
they won’t remember librar-

ians as people who simply 
sat behind desks.  

My hope—my goal each 
day—is to ensure that they 
remember someone reading 
them a story at a nature cen-
ter or a coffee shop. Some-
one helping them put their 
favorite literary character on 
a button. Someone teaching 
them to write haikus after a 
hike. 

Who knows. Maybe some 
of those memories will turn 
into stories that another li-
brarian will read to another 
generation of kids who are 
on a whole new adventure. 

That librarian will proba-
bly be wearing a comfy 
cardigan, too.

Start your college

education with us!

WHATEVER YOUR COLLEGE

GOALS ARE, SAVE MONEY

AND GET STARTED CLOSE

TO HOME.

We can help you with 
admissions, financial aid,

registration and more!

Pocahontas County
Commission

Alicia Tallman
atallman@newriver.edu

Thursday, October 31 
5 - 7 p.m. Trick or Treat 

7 p.m. Activities at BFD Firehall

Christian       
Variety Show 

Sunday, Nov. 3 • 6 p.m. 
Pocahontas County Opera House 

Come join us for a night of entertainment 

provided by local churches and folks in 

our community!  All are welcome. 
�FREE ADMISSION� 

Sponsored by                            
First Baptist Church, Huntersville.  

For more info, contact Sharon Moore          
or Rayetta Barnisky, 304-799-4888

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

In a hurry? Use our drive-through  service window! 

  Next day availability on medications or               
OTCs not in stock • Over-the-counter items 

• Easy prescription transfers 
• Health and personal care products 

• Coffee Shop • Gifts 

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

Outstanding service 
from people you know.

Amy Kelley, PharmD, Kelley Warner 
and Lisa Burdette, CPhT,  and          

Quin Hatfield, PharmD

Download our App!

Trick or Treat  
in Marlinton 

Thursday, October 31, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Costume judging and activities to foɭow at                           
Discovery Junction! (Sponsored by Dari-Land)

Thursday, October 31, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Costume judging and activities to foɭow at         
Discovery Junction! (Sponsored by Dari-Land)
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Pocahontas Trails, the 
local chapter of the In-
ternational Mountain 

Bicycling Association 
(IMBA), recently made a 
generous donation to the 
Cheat Mountain Salaman-
ders Youth Mountain Bike 

Team.  
The Salamanders have al-

ways been appreciative of 
the work Pocahontas Trails 
does in the county, keeping 
the trails practice-ready and 
helping develop new trails. 
For them to also offer finan-

cial support is extremely ap-
preciated.  

In thanking Pocahontas 
Trails for the donation, 
Coach Baldwin said, “work-
ing with the kids is easy – 
getting money to support the 
kids is difficult.” 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE Senator Bill Hamilton was in Marlinton recently to 
present a $6,000 check to the Marlinton Fire Department. The Senate provided 
the funds for the department to purchase a new fire hose.  Hamilton also presented 
a letter from Governor Jim Justice congratulating the department on being the 
recipient of the Local Economic Development Assistance Grant. Pictured, from 
left: Marlinton Mayor Sam Felton, Hamilton and Marlinton Fire Chief Herbie 
Barlow. 

Ben… 
Met Anna… 
Made a hit… 
Neglected beard… 
Ben-Anna split. 
Burma-Shave 
 
Statistics prove… 
Near and far… 
That folks who… 
Drive like crazy… 
— Are! 
Burma-Shave 

1. He had a 56-game win-
ning streak in baseball but 
failed to go 57. That one 
game cost him a promised 
$10,000 from Heinz 57 
Ketchup if he matched their 
label. Who was the player? 

2. One Californian said to 
the other, “DYFI.” What 
does that mean? 

3. Immigrants from what 
country brought kinder-
garten to the U. S.? 

4. This baseball player’s 
father emigrated from Sicily, 
made his living as a fisher-
man, and was made leg-
endary by Ernest Heming- 
way’s novel, The Old Man 
and the Sea.”

A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

Library Lines
by Joe Miller, 

Director of Development

MFD receives donation

POCAHONTAS TRAILS SECRETARY C.J. Peterson and treasurer Erica Engquist 
presented a check to Salamanders Head Coach Chad Baldwin. This donation is much 
needed and will allow the team to pay race fees next season.  

Salamanders receive donation

TRIVIA  
– a little         

something to 
think about



OPERA HOUSE 
The Onlies will bring 

their unique blend of fiddles, 
guitars and banjos to the his-
toric stage Friday, October 
25, at 7 p.m. Tickets, $10, 
are available in advance 
from the 4th Avenue Gallery 
and online at pocahontasop-
erahouse.org or at the door 
the evening of the event. 
Ages 17 and younger are ad-
mitted free. 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Steve Williams, Demo-
cratic candidate for Gover-
nor of West Virginia, and 
Patrick Morrisey, Republi-
can candidate, will partici-
pate in a debate, hosted by 
Hoppy Kercheval, Tuesday, 
October 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on WV MetroNews.  

MEETINGS 
Pocahontas County Solid 

Waste Authority regular 
meeting Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30, 7 p.m. at the court-
house. 

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, sec-
ond Monday of each month 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClin-
tic Library. Everyone wel-
come. 

Upper Pocahontas Com-
munity Cooperative Sec-
ond Monday of each month 
6:30 p.m. at  Durbin Com-
munity Library. 

 
EVENTS 

FREE Community Din-
ner Thursday, October 24,   
5 to 6:30 p.m. at Marlinton 
Presbyterian Church. Spon-
sored by area churches and 

community volunteers. On 
the menu: Beans and Corn-
bread. 

Mulligan Stew Friday, 
October 25, 4 to 6 p.m. at  
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. Carry-out only. Bring 
quart jars if you have them. 

 
HALLOWEEN 

EVENTS 
Family-friendly Trunk 

or Treat in the parking lot at 
Pocahontas Memorial Hos-
pital Wednesday, October 
30, 5 to 7 p.m. The commu-
nity is invited. 

Durbin’s Halloween 
Night Party, Thursday, Oc-
tober 31, Trick or Treat 5 to 7 

p.m. Food and drink and fun 
and games at the BFD Fire-
hall at 7 p.m. 

Trick or Treat and 
Trunk or Treat in the Town 
of Marlinton Thursday, Oc-
tober 31, from 5 to 7 p.m.  

Trick or Treat in the town 
of Hillsboro and Trunk or 
Treat at Oak Grove Presby-
terian Church Thursday, Oc-
tober 31, 6 to 8 p.m. 

 
LIBRARY EVENTS 

Budding Bookworms at 
Green Bank Library Wed-
nesdays at 10:30 a.m. be-
ginning September 11. Story 

Italian Sausage 
Pasta Soup 

1 pound bulk Italian 
sausage 

2 cups sliced fresh mush-
rooms  

2 cups sliced zucchini  
1 medium onion, diced      

( about 1 cup) 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
4 cloves garlic, minced 
5 cups reduced sodium 

chicken broth  
4 cups (1 quart) canned 

diced tomatoes, undrained 
2 tsp. dried basil 
1/2 tsp. black pepper  
3/4 cup small shell pasta  
1/4 cup minced fresh pars-

ley  
In a large saucepan or 

Dutch oven, cook Italian 
sausage, mushrooms, onions 
and zucchini in oil, over 
medium heat, until meat is 
no longer pink.  

Add garlic, cook 1 minute 
longer.  

Add broth, tomatoes, basil 
and pepper.  Bring to a boil.  
Stir in the pasta.   

Reduce heat, cover and 
simmer until the pasta is ten-
der, 15-20 minutes.  

Sprinkle with parsley and 
serve.   

Serves 6-8.  
 
Molasses Spice Cookies 
2 1/4 cups all-purpose 

flour 
2 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt  
1 1/2 tsp. ground cinna-

mon  
1 tsp. ground ginger 
3/4 tsp. ground cloves 
1/4 tsp. ground allspice 
12 Tbsp. unsalted butter, 

softened  

1/2 cup dark brown sugar, 
packed 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 
1 large egg 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/3 cup un-sulphured mo-

lasses 
1/3 cup granulated sugar 

for rolling cookies  
Adjust oven racks to 

upper and lower middle po-
sitions. Pre-heat oven to 375 
degrees.   

Whisk flour, baking soda, 
spices and salt together in a 
medium bowl; set aside.   
Cream butter, brown sugar 
and 1/2 cup white sugar on 
medium speed until light and 
fluffy, about 3 minutes.  

Scrape sides of bowl with 
rubber spatula.   Add egg, 
vanilla extract and molasses. 
Beat until combined – about 
30 seconds.  Scrape sides of 
bowl.   

Add dry ingredients and 
beat at low speed until just 
combined. Place remaining 
1/3 cup granulated sugar in 
shallow bowl.  

Working with 2 Tbsp. of 
dough at a time, roll dough 
into 1 3/4-inch balls. Roll 
balls in sugar and place on 
ungreased cookie sheets,      
1 1/2  to 2 inches apart.   

Bake, reversing position 
of cookie sheets (from top to 
bottom and front to back) 
halfway through baking) 
until outer edges begin to set 
and centers are soft and 
puffy, 12-14 minutes.   

Cool cookies on cookie 
sheets for 2-3 minutes before 
transferring to cooling rack 
with wide spatula.  

Makes about 20 large 
cookies.  
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Letter to the Editor

Community Calendar

CW’s Corn Maze  
& Pumpkin Patch

HAUNTED CORN 
MAZE OCT. 26 ($15) 

More on Facebook at CW’s Corn 
Maze or wilfongfarmswv.com 

16110 Cass Road, Cass, WV 
10‐acre maze, one‐acre pumpkin patch, barrel 
train, petting zoo, corn box, gravity wagon        

basketball, jump pad, mining sluice, pedal track and        
other fun games. NEW THIS YEAR: Culvert Mountain!

Regular mazes every Saturday and         
Sunday, now through October 27 

Saturday 10 a.m. ‐ 6 p.m. 
Sunday noon ‐ 6 pm. 

Admission $10 
 Children age 2 and younger free

wv-gunshows.com / randrgunshows.com 

R&R's Gun & Knife Shows 
 

No loaded firearms permitted.  

All guns will be checked and tied at front door. 

Admission is $6/person • Children age 12 & younger admitted free 

with paying adult only. WE NOW OFFER A WEEKEND PASS FOR $10 

Information or reservations:  304-575-6895 or 304-575-6864 
wvgunshows@gmail.com • facebook.com/randrwvgunshows

Lewisburg, WV 
October 26 - 27 
West Virginia Building,                  
WV State Fairgrounds 

(Rt. 219 South, Fairlea) 

Summersville, WV 
November 2- 3 

Army Nat'l Guard Armory          
and Convention Center, 

3 Armory Way 
(Turn Off Rt. 19 at light at Shoney's, 

through stop sign; follow local road.

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF ADMISSION!

Saturday  
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 
 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

In the Parking Lot, Wednesday,   
October 30, from 5 - 7 p.m. 

The community is invited!

Family Friendly

TTRRIICCKK  OORR    TTRREEAATT    
iinn  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  HHiillllssbboorroo  aanndd  

  TTRRUUNNKK  OORR  TTRREEAATT    
aatt  OOaakk  GGrroovvee  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh,,        

 

 

66  --  88  pp..mm..  
TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY    
 

 
 

 
OOCCTT..  3311    

TRICK OR  TREAT  
in the Town of Hillsboro and 

 TRUNK OR TREAT  
at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church,    

 6 - 8 p.m. 
THURSDAY  
  OCT. 31  

at Homegrown Harvest 
4914 Potomac Highland Trail 

Green Bank 
Locally roasted coffee,          

specialty drinks, baked goods 
and lunch specials 

HOURS 
Wed. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday   

7 -   5 p.m. 
Saturday   

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

see Calendar pg 13
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Open letter  
Green Bank’s donation 

station 
It is known by many 

names, the stage, Goodwill 
box, donation box and prob-
ably more. What it is though, 
is a community treasure. 
History from Tom Sharp 
tells me that it started as a 6-
foot-tall recycling box for 
glass. Later as we stopped 
recycling the glass it was 
shortened, and its charitable 
life began. The tall stairs 
were cut into 3 pieces, 1 
used to access the now 
shorter stage, 1 to get into 
the shelter the employees 
use during inclement 
weather and the final to get 
into a storage shed on the 
property.  

However, that is just the 
beginning of this box’s use-
ful life. While the box began 
as a recycling spot for glass, 
it is now a community effort 
to help each other. We all 
have things we no longer use 
but still have useful life. 
There are commercial indus-
tries built on this fact.  Yet, 
in Green Bank, we donate 
these items freely to the do-
nation station, and, some-
times we also receive from 
this donation station.  

Just this week, someone 
donated several leather 
coats. I looked and did not 
see what I wanted. Another 
local looked and did, but did 
not want the lining. Great, I 
have a coat that needs a lin-
ing, and this will work. Two 

people got the use of one do-
nation. 2 months ago, I 
found a leather vest from a 
Vietnam Veteran that had 
died and the family donated 
the vest.  It belonged to my 
friend and fellow Honor 
Guard member Homer Hun-
ter. I returned it to VVA, and 
it has been forwarded to a 
friend of Homers who is also 
a VV member. Another local 
told me that she had donated 
several unique pairs of pants 
from her mother after she 
died, and that every time she 
saw them around town, she 
thought of her for a long 
time with a smile. There are 
more stories.  They are all in 
danger of disappearing!   

The solid waste district 
wants to remove this cost-

free treasure. I have heard 
rumors about why, but no 
definitive answers. This Do-
nation Station Box helps lo-
cals in several ways, it 
shares stories, it saves 
money, it helps the needy, 
and it reduces refuse to an 
already overburdened land-
fill.   

I do not know all the Poc-
ahontas County sites and if 
this exists at all of them.  I 
hear it does at some of them. 
Maybe they have a prob-
lem. If so, address that prob-
lem. Please do not remove a 
local treasure.   

It would diminish the 
community.   

Thank you.   
Benjamin Lukacek 

Green Bank, WV

Mr. G.E. McCabe, 
Director of West 
Virginia Emer-

gency Management Divi-
sion, is responsible for 
overseeing the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) in West Virginia. Mr. 
McCabe is aware the Town 
of Marlinton takes the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Pro-
gram (NFIP) very seriously.    
If you are a citizen of Mar-
linton, I want you to under-
stand, as well.  

To a large extent, the eco-

nomic future of Marlinton 
depends on maintaining 
member eligibility for cover-
age the (NFIP)  program pro-
vides. The proof of the 
Town’s commitment to the 
(NFIP) program can be un-
derstood by considering one 
simple fact. Many towns the 
size of Marlinton do not em-
ploy a full-time Flood Plain 
Manager (FPM). We do. 

Some property owners 
may say “my home is paid 
for,  why  should I be con-
cerned about flood insurance 

coverage?” Or, “I have never 
had flood insurance cover-
age and do not intend to ever 
have flood insurance cover-
age.” Others may be in a po-
sition to pay cash for any 
property purchased in the 
Town’s flood plain areas and 
do not need homeowner’s or 
flood insurance coverage. 
That is good for you.  

But, one day your heirs 
may want to sell your prop-
erty. The potential new 
owner may not have the abil-
ity to pay cash. If a sale is 
necessary, your heirs will 
want to sell as soon as possi-
ble. An interested buyer may 
want your property but have 
to seek outside financing to 
complete the purchase. This 
is when some buyers will 

find out that all lenders re-
quire flood insurance cover-
age. Suddenly, sellers realize 
that having access to Na-
tional Flood Insurance be-
comes very important.   

In years past, the Town of 
Marlinton tried to save ex-
pense by trying to maintain 
compliance with part-time 
people on a part-time basis. 
For the same reasons, I 
admit trying to continue with 
the same practice. It does not 
work. To the best of my rec-
ollection, I hired four others, 
before hiring our current 
full-time FPM. 

Part-time employees are 
like mayors. They come and 
go. When any employee 

Seneca Health Serv-
ices is one of six Cer-
tified Community 

Behavioral Health Clinics 
(CCBHC) in West Virginia.  
The West Virginia Bureau 
for Behavioral Health and 
Bureau for Medical Serv-
ices have established CCB-
HCs to provide timely 
access to quality treatment 
for behavioral health needs.  
Seneca joins FMRS Health 
Systems, Prestera Health 
Services, Southern High-
lands CMHC, Valley 
Healthcare and Westbrook 
Health Services as the first 
CCBHCs in the state.  

The requirements to be a 
CCBHC are extensive to 
meet the objective of in-
creased access and quality 
care.  Seneca will be ex-
panding evening and week-
end hours, offering addi- 
tional programs for indi-
viduals with serious mental 
health issues – such as as-
sistance in securing em-
ployment, housing and 
intensive therapy.  We will 

coordinate care with physi-
cal health care providers, 
education and legal sys-
tems, and be available 24/7 
for crisis services.  Seneca 
has a mobile crisis team 
that can respond to individ-
uals in crisis who want to 
be seen outside of the tradi-
tional office setting. 

Other states who have 
CCBHCs report an average 
increase of 33% in individ-
uals served, most notably 
children, youth, uninsured 
individuals, and those with-
out a prior relationship with 
a provider.  CCBHCs also 
have reported expanded ac-
cess to treatment for sub-
stance use disorder care.    

Seneca employs 245 
local individuals at present 
and will soon be hiring 
over one hundred addi-
tional staff to meet the 
needs of individuals and 
the community.  Seneca 
provides responsible be-
havioral health care, acces-
sible to all individuals in 
our community, with pro-
gressive service delivery.

What’s 
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

Seneca Health Services 
achieves CCBHC status 

see Mayor’s pg 13



By R.A. Mathews 
 
I knew who she was. 
She sat cross-legged in a 

restaurant booth, head-
phones over her ears, typing 
away on her laptop. She then 
absently reached for a bagel; 
her eyes fixed on the com-
puter screen.  

I was on my way out of 
the restaurant, sliding my 
laptop to the edge of the 
table. 

“You are so focused,” I 
said, as she glanced toward 
me. “What kind of work do 
you do?”  

But I already knew the an-
swer.   

As I said, I knew this 
twenty-something the 
minute I saw her—a much 
younger me. 

“I’m an author,” she said, 
joy tugging at the corner of 
her mouth. 

“An indie?” 
“Yes.” The smile spread 

across her face.  
Indies, independent writ-

ers, choose this wonderful 
life. Not just writing. Oh, no. 
Indies form publishing com-
panies; hire cover artists, ed-
itors, marketing pros; and 
constantly gather together to 
learn.  

From that moment on, 
Kaitryn Sullivan became my 
friend and colleague.    

Yesterday, she told me an 
amazing story.  

Katie was reared in Cali-
fornia and worked one sum-
mer as a counselor at a 
Christian camp. Her family 
then moved to Texas.  

Longing for a mate who 
also loved the Lord, she 
joined a Christian dating 
service. Her soon-to-be hus-
band, pilot Rick Sullivan, 
was stationed four hours 
away at Fort Hood, Texas. 
He had also contacted that 
dating service, desiring a 
Christian wife.  

The two met and married 
three months later.  

“When you know, you 
know,” she said to me. They 
now have two children.  

But here’s the amazing 
part of their story—when 
she was the counselor in 
California, he was also at 
that camp. “We didn’t know 
each other,” she said, “but he 
was right there at the same 
time!” 

Was God trying to bring 
them together?  

Then, in Texas, was God 
still trying, determined for 
them to meet? 

I am not married but I pray 
earnestly for God to keep 
trying with me. Scripture has 

such a story of a righteous 
man, who asked God for the 
right girl.  

But the passage has a bit 
of a twist—the man was act-
ing for someone else.  

It seems that Abraham 
was old, his wife had died, 
and his son Isaac was 40 and 
single. God had brought 
them to what would become 
Israel, but there were only 
ungodly women there. 

So, Abraham sent his old-
est servant, probably Eliezer, 
to his faraway family to find 
a wife for Isaac. Eliezer 
made the long journey with 
his men. When they arrived, 
as they stood near the well, 
he prayed, “‘O  Lord,  God, 
let the young woman to 
whom I shall say, “Please let 
down your jar that I may 
drink,” be the one whom you 
have appointed for your ser-
vant Isaac.  By this I shall 
know that you have shown 
steadfast love to my master.’ 
Before he had finished 
speaking, behold, Rebekah 
went down to the spring and 
filled her jar and came up.” 
(Genesis 24:14-17, ESV) 

Isn’t that amazing? God 
knew this was a big deal and 
acted before Eliezer could 
finish his prayer. 

“Then the servant ran to 
meet her and said, ‘Please 
give me a little water.’ And 
she quickly let down her 
jar.” (Genesis 24:17-18, 
ESV) 

The old servant explained 
his mission to her and her 
family, and Rebekah re-
turned with him and married 
Isaac. 

As God kept trying with 
Rick and Katie, He seeks to 
guide you, too. The question 
is whether you will follow 
Him. That’s always the ques-
tion.  

Lift your heart in prayer, 
telling God your heart’s de-
sire, and let Him lead.  

Writing is now Katie’s 
dream. 

Just as I pray to be the 
Lord’s voice for my genera-
tion, I pray for Katie every 

day, that she’ll write God’s 
truth for her generation. I 
hope her children will 
proudly hold her books one 
day and know that their 
mom’s characters inspired 
millions to live closer to the 
Lord. 

Your guidance from the 
Lord may be to the person 
you are meant to marry, or 
the job you are meant to 
have, or both. It may be the 
healing that your body needs 
or about your finances or a 
wayward child. 

Believe.  
Scripture says, “I waited 

patiently for the Lord, and 
He inclined to me and heard 
my cry and He set my feet 
upon a rock making my foot-
steps firm.” (Psalm 40:1-2, 
NASB, 1995) 

Know that God is with 
you, listen patiently for His 
guidance, and follow Him. 
Do not give up on the dream 
God has placed in your 
heart.  

Believe. 
The Rev. Mathews (BA, 

MDiv, JD) is a newspaper 
faith columnist and the au-
thor of the Reaching to God 
series and Emerald Coast: 
The Vendetta. Write to her at 
Hello@RAMathews.com. 
(just one t in Mathews) 

Copyright © 2024 R.A. 
Mathews. All rights re-
served.

• Director Kristy Tritapoe 
gave an update on the special 
education department, stat-
ing the special education 
teachers are working dili-
gently to stay up to date on 
IEP assessments and other 
state requirements. 

Tritapoe also shared infor-
mation about a special pro-
gram a long-term substitute 
did in a history class at Poc-
ahontas County High School 
for disability history week. 
Tritapoe read an email from 
the sub, Stacy Dunn, in 
which described what the 
students did for the project. 

• Director Julie Shiflet 
gave a report on the new 
state policy on attendance. 
The policy became active 
September 16, 2024, and 
will replace the county pol-
icy.  

Shiflet explained the pol-
icy shifts from a more puni-
tive approach which saw 
school systems taking fami-
lies to court for truancy and 
instead is focused more on 
addressing chronic absences 
with intervention. 

The policy will continue 
to allow for 10 excused ab-
sences per school year, un-
less more time off is 
supported by a physician’s 
note. One of the biggest dif-
ferences in the new policy is 
educational leave. It will no 
longer be considered an un-
excused absence. 

In miscellaneous manage-
ment, the board approved: 

• Faculty senate allocation 
for the 2024-2025 school 

year: Green Bank Elemen-
tary-Middle School –
  $8,460.49; Hillsboro 
Elementary School – 
$3,710.06; Marlinton Ele-
mentary School – $7,745.06; 
Marlinton Middle School –
 $4,778.10; and Pocahontas 
County High School – 
$10,758.29. 

•  Green Bank Middle 
School and Marlinton Mid-
dle School to go to Potomac 
State College in Keyser, for 
a college tour October 21. 
There will be approximately 
70 students, and seven adults 
attening. Expenses paid by 
CTE funds. 

• Sell a Day on a Calendar 
fundraiser for Marlinton 
Middle School. 

•  Grab and Go Meal 
fundraiser for Green Bank 
Elementary-Middle School. 

•  Parent and community 
volunteers. 

In professional manage-
ment, the board approved: 

• Employment of Janessa 
Henderson as mentor for An-
drew Landers at Green Bank 
Elementary School, effective 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year, at a rate of $25 per hour 
for 50 hours for a total of 
$1,250. 

• Creation of position half-
time physical education/ 
health position at Hillsboro 
Elementary School. 

• Abolishment of position 
special education/classroom/ 
bus aid position at Hillsboro 
Elementary School. 

•  Employment of Steph-
anie Ames as extracurricular 
cafeteria manager, for the 
fresh fruit and vegetable pro-
gram at Marlinton Elemen-
tary School, at daily rate of 
pay, effective October 14, 

through end of the 2024-
2025 school year, or upon 
exhaustion of grant funds, 
shift [for that particular pro-
gram] being up to 1 1/2 
hours per week. Wages are 
contingent upon actually 
working the fresh fruit and 
vegetable program. 

• Employment of Sabrina 
Jordan as extracurricular 
cook III, for the fresh fruit 
and vegetable program at 
Marlinton Elementary 
School at daily rate of pay, 
effective October 14, 
through the end of the 2024-
2025 school year, or upon 
exhaustion of grant funds, 
shift [for that particular pro-
gram] being up to 1 1/2 
hours per week. Wages are 
contingent upon actually 
working the fresh fruit and 
vegetable program. 

• Employment of Jamie 
Robertson as custodian IV at 
Marlinton Middle School, 
effective October 13, for 186 
days for the 2024-2025 
school year. Term of em-
ployment shall be 261 days 
each year thereafter. 

• Employment of Melissa 
Robinson and Shannon An-
derson as volunteer coaches 
at Marlinton Middle School 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year. 

•  Employment of Justin 
Kerr as mentor for Owen  
Vogelson as Pocahontas 
County High School, effec-
tive for the 2024-2025 
school year, at a rate of $25 
per hour for 50 hours, for a 
total of $1,250. 

• Resignation of Summer 
Martin as substitute teacher 
for Pocahontas County 
Schools, effective Septem-
ber 20.

BOE, from 
page 2
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New River 
�TRADING� 

newrivertradingllc.com • 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651 
WVMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM • Find us on Facebook 

1-855-440-SENG 
BUYING GINSENG, 

ROOTS AND HERBS 
Fridays, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m           

at Pocahontas IGA, Marlinton 
Ginseng      Wet: $16000/Dry: $400 � $500 
Black Cohash         Wet: $165             Dry: $600 
Golden Seal           Wet: $800            Dry: $3000 

Stone Root             Wet: $140             Dry: $550 
Wild Yam                                             Dry: $600 

plus many other herbs

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

Douglas “Doug” Lantz, L.I.C.
16792 Seneca Trail, Buckeye

www.lantzfuneralhome.com
304-799-4171

Call us, come by any time or contact us at our website.

We offer 
Pet Cremation

Service.
Because, after all, they’re  family, too.

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

R.A. Mathews
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“Not again,” Marlene 
thought to herself.     

Her daughter, Wendy, 
was asking her for another 
$1,000 loan – the eighth in 
recent months. It had be-
come a regular habit, leav-
ing Marlene feeling upset 
and frustrated. She had 
them marked on her wall 
calendar. 

She would never think of 
doing that to her daughter. 
Besides, she had other chil-
dren and grandchildren, and 
her own needs to consider. 

To date, Wendy had not 
paid back a single penny 
from any of the earlier loans 
and had flippantly com-
mented more than once that 
she just saw it as her future 
inheritance received now. 

Like others in the same 
situation, Marlene was 
upset that Wendy couldn’t 
handle money better and 
didn’t mind waltzing in to 
request more from her 
mom. Marlene’s own bud-
get was always stretched 
thin.  

With a sense of dread, 
Marlene also wondered 
who else she was taking 
money from. Wendy had 
probably not repaid them 
either. She could be sweet 
and charming when it suited 

her. 
Wendy and her boyfriend 

had recently gone on a nice 
beach vacation. Knowing 
approximately how much it 
had cost, it hurt Marlene 
that Wendy now wanted 
even more money from her. 

Thinking back, she re-
gretted not discussing budg-
eting and repayment. She 
should have required a writ-
ten loan agreement that 
would include all the terms 
so that Wendy would take it 
more seriously. Otherwise, 
no loan.  

When needed, there is a 
ten-year statute of limita-
tions under West Virginia 
law for suing the debtor on 
written loan agreements. On 
verbal loan agreements, it’s 
five years. 

To try to collect an un-
paid loan without suing, 
writing a demand letter and 
mailing it to the debtor can 
be a good way to start. Use 
the “return receipt re-
quested” postal delivery 
service.  

In the letter, describe the 
loan, demand repayment, 
and let the debtor know of 
your intent to take legal ac-
tion, if needed.  

If no repayment occurs 
and the total of the loans is 

$10,000 or less, a lawsuit 
can be filed in the county 
magistrate court where the 
debtor lives. If the debt is 
more, the lawsuit needs to 
be filed in the appropriate 
circuit court.  

After the debtor is served 
a copy of the official com-
plaint according to state re-
quirements, he or she can 
file a written response.  

Next, a hearing will be 
scheduled during which ev-
idence about the loans and 
their terms, as well as testi-
mony about the lack of re-
payment, will be needed to 
prove the case. Emails, 
phone messages and text 
messages about the loans 
are useful.  

The debtor will also have 
the opportunity to present 
their defense. 

Winning the lawsuit does 
not mean that collection of 
the amount owed will be 
easy or automatic. Before 
suing, take into account 
whether the person has a 
job or owns real estate or 
other assets that could be 
used to pay the debt. If the 
person is collection proof, 
suing won’t result in getting 
paid.  

Guidance on unpaid 
loans or other legal issues is 
available at West Virginia 
Senior Legal Aid for state 
residents aged 60 and older. 
Call 800-229-5068 or 
email  info@seniorlegal 
aid.org

Wayne Brown 
 Wayne C. Brown, 88,. of 

Arbovale, peacefully passed 
away at Pocahontas Center 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024. 

Born May 5, 1936, at Ar-
bovale, he was a son of the 
late Warren E. and Grace 
Johnson Brown. 

Wayne was a lifelong res-
ident of Arbovale.   

He attended Arbovale 
United Methodist Church 
and Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren. He faithfully 
played his harmonica at 
church and loved to play it 
for friends and family.  
Wayne was a hard worker. 
When he was younger, he 
dug graves by hand at  Arbo-
vale Cemetery. He was also 
a timber cutter, and later 
worked and retired from In-
terstate Hardwoods.  He also 
worked at Cass Scenic Rail-
road as a brakeman and at a 
green box site for Pocahon-
tas County Solid Waste. 

In addition to his parents, 
Wayne was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife 
and soulmate, Sadie Nelson 
Vandevender; sister, Betty 
Mullenax; and four brothers, 
Bob, John Glenville, Hunter 

Keith and Tom. 
He is survived by one sis-

ter, Mary Pat Bundrum, of 
Jacksonville, Alabama; step-
daughter, Kim Johns (Gary); 
stepson, James Vandeven-
der; and several nieces and 
nephews.   

A Celebration of Life was 
held Sunday, October 20, 
2024, at Wallace and Wal-
lace Funeral Home in Arbo-
vale with Pastor Amy Paul 
and Pastor David Ritten-
house officiating. Burial was 
in Arbovale Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations be 
made to the Northern Poca-
hontas County Community 
Assistance Inc (NPCCA) c/o 
Tony Byrd, 6224 Potomac 
Highlands Trail, Green 
Bank, WV  24944.  This is 
an affiliate of the Green 
Bank Senior Center, which 
was a place Wayne enjoyed 
going to for great meals and 
fellowship with friends that 
were like loving family.  

Donations can also be 
made to Allegheny Moun-
tain Radio, 9836 Browns 
Creek Rd, Dunmore, WV   
24934.   Wayne faithfully lis-
tened to this  radio station 
when he was home.  He en-
joyed hearing the music, 
news and community events. 

The family would like to 
thank the staff at the Poca-
hontas Center for the care, 
love, compassion, kindness 
and support shown to Wayne 
while he was a resident 
there.   

Wallace and Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg is 
in charge of arrangements.  

Online condolences may 
be shared at WallaceandWal 
laceFH.com 

Sue Peck 
Sue Ann Peck, 70, of 

Durbin, passed away Wed-
nesday,  August 28, 2024, at 
the Davis Medical Center in 
Elkins.   

Born April 26, 1954, in 
Bethesda, Maryland, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Jackson George Sr. and Janet 
Lou Snyder Marshall.   

Sue was a homemaker. 
In addition to her parents, 

she was preceded in death by 
three brothers, Jack, Jerry 
and Robert. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Donald Peck; 
daughter, Kandi Wolf; 
grandchildren, Justice, Kir-
sten and Loreli Wolf; great-
grandchildren, Leonidas 
Lambert and Cooper Yoa-
kum; sisters, Becky Vande-
vender, Pam Friel, Cathy 
Birely and Charlene Tomlin-
son; brothers, Samuel Birely 
and George Marshall; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

In keeping with Sue’s 
wishes the body was cre-
mated. 

There was no service 
Online condolences may 

be shared at Lantzfuneral 
home.com

Senior 
Legal Aid

Deb Miller, JD Volunteer 

God placed a dream in your heart



Melondy Phillips 
Staff Writer 

 

The world seems to be 
getting stranger, dar-
ker and more difficult 

these days, leaving many to 
reminisce about the “good 
ol’ days.”  

When we talk about the 
good old days, it’s usually a 
reference to our youth. As 
the world smacks you in the 
face with everything it has, it 
is natural to think “when I 
was [fill in the blank], times 
were easier.” It refers to a 
time when our parents, or 
caregivers, dealt with the 
major stresses of daily life 
while protecting their chil-
dren the best they could, al-
lowing the children to be 
children and remain innocent 
to the evils of the outside 
world. 

While the world has expe-
rienced many times of good 
health, provision, comfort 
and, perhaps, even financial 
stability, it hasn’t always 
been the “good old days.” 
Many past events were 
thought to be “the worst in 
history,” especially by those 
suffering through them. 
Countries throughout the 
world have been brought to 
their knees. Some events 
lasted only a few months or 
years while others crushed 
societies for more than a 
thousand years, or out of ex-
istence altogether. Those 
who survived these ordeals 
experienced inevitable 
changes, from governing 
bodies, food availability and 
weather patterns to an every-
day quality of life. 

This article is a little dif-
ferent since it is mainly a list 
of some of those events 
throughout history. Even 
though this list gives only a 
few examples of major his-
torical events, it needs to be 
broken into three parts. Part 
one will cover worldwide 
natural disasters and ill-
nesses over the last 2,000 
years. Part two will be wars 
and invasions, while the 
third part breaks down 
famines, political issues and 
economic hardships. 

 
Natural disasters/  

illnesses 
536 AD – The Volcanic 

Winter: “According to histo-
rians, the absolute worst time 
to have been alive was 536-
550 AD, when three different 
volcanic eruptions blotted 
out the sun across most of 
the planet. During the first 
one, the sky went dark for 18 
months. It snowed in the 
summer. An ash sky lit a 
cycle of droughts and floods 
that upended agriculture. 
Crops failed all over the 
world, and then starvation 
began. Societies collapsed. 
Records from Rome to Japan 
reference the events. Archae-
ologists have found a layer 
of ash virtually everywhere. 
They’ve also discovered ab-
normalities in tree rings 
around the world during that 
period.”  

okdoomer.io, a volcano in 
Iceland,  Rabaul in Papua, 
New Guinea, Tierra Blanca 
Joven in El Salvador, or 
Krakatoa in Indonesia are all 
possible culprits ofthe mas-
sive eruption which resulted 
in an ash cloud that kept the 
northern hemisphere in the 
dark for 18 months. Temper-
atures dropped approxi-
mately 4-5 degrees colder 
than average for 18 months. 
The lack of adequate sun 
light, resulting colder tem-
peratures, massive crop fail-
ures, and starvation also 
spawned deadly diseases in 
the coming years.  

Procopius wrote that “the 
sun gave forth its light with-
out brightness…like the sun 
in eclipse.” There are even 
reports of snow during the 
summer in China.  Reports 
of the anomaly spread from 
Europe to the Middle East. It 
took more than a century for 
the climate to return to nor-
mal.  

The exact date of the erup-
tion is in question and might 
suggest that it wasn’t just a 
single volcano, but multiple 
eruptions. Tree ring tests in-
dicate possible eruptions in 
431, 540 and 547 AD; how-
ever, ice samples reveal an 
event around 534 AD. 

541 - 542 – The Plague of 
Justinian: The plague of Jus-
tinian is recorded as one of 

the deadliest plagues in his-
tory. At that time, it deci-
mated about 25 to 60 percent 
of Europe’s population, an 
estimated 15 to 100 million 
deaths. The sickness took off 
across the Roman Empire 
from Egypt to Europe. In 
2013, researchers confirmed 
that the cause of the plague 
of Justinian was  Yersinia 
pestis, the same bacterium 
responsible for the Black 
Death in 1346. It took more 
than fifty years for life to 
begin to normalize after this 
catastrophic event. Some 
scholars speculate that this 
plague was somewhat re-
sponsible for the collapse of 
the Eastern Roman Empire. 

1346 – The Black Death: 
The Black Death was the 
deadliest of three pandemics 
caused by the Bubonic 
plague; which results from 
the bacterium Yersinia 
pestis. Experts believe the 
bacterium was most likely 
transmitted from rodents to 
humans by the bite of in-
fected fleas. An estimated 75 
to 200 million people world-
wide died from the Black 
Death: about 30 to 65 per-
cent of Europe’s population. 
According to cleveland 
clinic. org: “Bubonic plague 
still occurs throughout the 
world and in the U.S., with 
cases in Africa, Asia, South 
America and the western 
areas of North America. 
About seven cases of plague 
happen on average in the 
U.S. every year. Half of the 
U.S. cases involve people 
aged 12 to 45 years.” 

1556 – China Earthquake: 
An earthquake, with a mag-

nitude of 8.0 to 8.3, struck 
Shaanxi province in China. It 
is estimated to have directly 
killed 100,000 people. An 
additional population loss of 
about 730,000 was due to 
people migrating away 
and/or dying from famine 
and plagues of the aftermath. 
This came to a total loss of 
830,000 people in the Impe-
rial records.  

1779  – Smallpox in West 
America: The disease broke 
out in Mexico and traveled 
north into Eastern Canada in 
1784 - The overall death toll 
from the North American 
smallpox epidemic from 
1775–1782 is estimated at 
130,000, but it is believed 
that many more Native 
Americans died than were 
accounted for.   Estimates 
suggest that up to 95 percent 
of Indians died from small-
pox in one region alone. 

1815 – Volcanic Eruptions 
of Mount Tambora:  Mount 
Tambora had the largest vol-
canic eruption in recorded 
history. The reverberation of 
which caused worldwide 
devastation, including the 
event known as “The Year 
Without a Summer.” Pyro-
clastic flows caused an esti-
mated 11,000 immediate 
deaths and more than 
100,000 deaths from the re-
sulting food shortages over 
the following decade. The 
paper, “Tambora” and the 
“Year Without a Summer” 
reads, “For most people liv-
ing on the peninsula, there 
was no escape. The three 
kingdoms Tambora, Sanggar 
and Pekat on the Sanggar 
Peninsula vanished. Thou-

sands of people died imme-
diately during the eruption, 
tens of thousands in the fol-
lowing weeks and months as 
the ash fall destroyed agri-
cultural production and poi-
soned the drinking water by 
changing the acidity and due 
to its fluoride content. A year 
later, half of the population 
on Sumbawa was dead, most 
of the other half had mi-
grated to the neighboring is-
lands. But, also, on the 
islands Lombok and Bali, 
thousands died, and in their 
desperation many ended in 
slavery. In total, an estimated 
90,000 to 117,000 people 
died on the main islands of 
Indonesia due to the Tamb-
ora eruption.” 

1816 – The Year Without a 
Summer: The eruption of 
Mount Tambora the year be-
fore caused a volcanic win-
ter when it threw an 
estimated 150 cubic kilome-
ters of ash and rock into the 
atmosphere, blocking out the 
sun. Global temperatures 

dropped significantly, mak-
ing 1816 one of the coldest 
years of the last 250 years. 
Monsoon precipitations de-
creased causing droughts 
worldwide while other areas 
received endless rains and 
flooding. Switzerland was 
among the most severely af-
fected regions. The dark-
ened, cold and rainy summer 
led to desperation, severe 
famine, and cost countless of 
lives. Mary Shelley wrote 
“Frankenstein” during that 
summer in Switzerland. 

1883 – Volcanic Eruptions 
of Krakatoa: One of the 
deadliest volcanic eruptions 
in modern history, Krakatoa, 
exploded with the force of 
approximately 200 megatons 
of TNT; which could be 
heard almost two thousand 
miles away. This massive 
volcano continued to pro-
duce from May 20 until Oc-
tober 21. The northern 
two-thirds of the island col-
lapsed beneath the sea, gen-

erating  a series of lava, 
pumice, and ash flows as 
well as immense tsunamis. 
About thirty-six thousand 
people were killed. The 
eruption caused volcanic ash 
to fall, which damaged crops 
and livestock, broke down 
communication, hindered 
travel and destroyed build-
ings. And, once again, the 
average temperature of the 
entire world fell. 

1918 - 1920 – Spanish Flu 
Pandemic: estimated 50 mil-
lion people worldwide died 

 >2000 – AIDS Epidemic: 
more than 21.8 million 
deaths 

2008 – China earthquake: 
nearly 100,000 people killed, 
millions homeless, and an 
estimated $86 billion in 
damages 

2020 – COVID Pandemic: 
ranked sixth in Bloom’s sur-
vey 

Currently – Mosquitoes 
kill nearly 725,000 people 
each year
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• Lifelong resident of Pocahontas County 
• 1980 Graduate of Pocahontas County High School 
• Served as an Emergency Medical Technician and 
  Volunteer Firefighter 
• Criminal Justice education, Bluefield State College, 
  Marshall University 
• WV State Police Academy graduate, 1990 
• Certified by WV Division of Justice and Community 
  Services, Law Enforcement Professional Standards, 
  as WV Law Enforcement Instructor since 1995 
• As of November 1, 2024, I will have served 35 years 
  in the Sheriff Department 
• Will provide a highly trained, professional Sheriff 
  Department 
• Will work to bring drug education programs into our 
  schools 
• Will maintain a good working relationship with all 
  law enforcement, judicial and community service 
  agencies, working together in an effort to reduce 
  the drug problems and other issues facing our 
  county 
• Will make the Sheriff Department more “visible” in  
  our communities and schools 

 

I ask for your vote  
November 5 to make 
me the next Sheriff                         

of Pocahontas 
County. 
Paid for by candidate

ELECT 
TROY 

McCOY 
SHERIFF 
35 Years of Law Enforcement Experience

DISTRICT 46 - EASTERN GREENBRIER  
AND SOUTHERN POCAHONTAS COUNTIES  

Proudly Endorsed by 

West Virginia           
Farm Bureau,  
         National    
    Rifle Association 

and 
WV Citizens                

Defense League 
The only candidate                           

Endorsed  and A-Rated, based on 
 MY legislative voting record. 

I ask for your vote November 5  
or in Early Voting, starting October 23 

Paid for by Jeff Campbell for West Virginia, Bob Haas, Treasurer

•Here is just a partial list of current train-
ing and certifications that will allow me to 
handle the office of Sheriff effectively : 

– 40+ years EMT, BLS and Firemanship/ 
Fire Officer training 

–Hazmat Awareness 
–Critical Incident Stress and Preventing 

PTSD 
–Building a Training Program for Your 

Department 
–Leadership, Accountability, Culture,

Knowledge 
–Financial Management 
–Incident Command 
–Documentation and Communication 
–Emergency Response to Suicide 
–Bomb Threat Management 
–Understanding Rapid Intervention 
–No Shift is Routine 

• If elected, I will be active and
visible in the county. This is not a
“desk job” nor a second retire-
ment for me. I’m running for
Sheriff because I love our county.
• I will hire more officers, includ-
ing a midnight shift officer.
• I will place School Resource
Officers in our schools.
• I will have our Sheriff’s Depart-
ment join Drug Task Forces in
neighboring counties.
• I will seek help and support
from everyone. All of us working
together will make a difference.
• My business experience will
allow me to run the Sheriff’s
Department more efficiently
and effectively.

Your vote November 5 is appreciated! 
Paid for by candidate

 Elect Buster 

VARNER(R)

SHERIFF

Vote for a successful multi-business man with 40+ years  experience and an           
on-going working relationship with all levels of law enforcement.  

What counts is what I’ve accomplished. RESULTS MATTER!

My opponent is correct - there is NO substitute for experience and  
education. But let’s set the record straight - I’m far from unqualified.

IN ADDITION TO producing the typical lava flows, a volcanic eruption can also 
launch melted rock, ash and noxious fumes up to 30,000 feet into the atmosphere – 
some of which can travel for thousands of miles around the globe. Photo courtesy of 
pixabay.com



Thursday,  
October 23, 1924 

 
COUNTRY LIFE  
CONFERENCE 

Last Saturday, the second 
Annual Country Life Con-
ference was held for the peo-
ple of Brownsburg.  

This community consists 
of fifteen families in an area 
of seven miles. Most of these 
citizens are landowners. 
Most of them take pride in 
their farms. At the recent 
State Fair at Charleston, the 
community was given an 
Award of Merit on their farm 
work... 

The Community Club is 
composed of practically 
everyone in the community. 
The president is my friend, 
Moody Wilson, son of Uncle 
Billy and Aunt Susie 
Wheeler Wilson. He is a 
powerful man of about 230 
pounds of bone and muscle 
and smile. He is 32 years 
old, has a wife and three 
children, and sticks to his 
farm. He is a veteran of the 
World War and has to his 
credit nearly two years of 
service, nine months of 
which was with the A. E. F. 
in the 543rd Engineers and 
Service Battalion... 

An important part of this 
Country Life Conference 
was the exhibit of products 
from the farm and home. 
These were shown in the 
schoolhouse. Of this build-
ing, it can be said that there 
is not a more modern coun-
try schoolhouse in the State, 
nor one kept in more perfect 
order or repair. The grounds 
are neat and clean with much 
of the original forest growth 
for a grove. 

The exhibit was of fruits, 
grains, roots and other farm 
and garden stuff. Canned 
goods, cakes, candy and 
whatnot from the kitchen 
and household. All mighty 
fine and tasty looking.., 

There is no negro prob-
lem. Let them have church-
es, school and land, and they 
will help make this a better 
world and bring nearer the 
Kingdom. The Lord is rais-
ing up for them leaders 
among this people. The day 
is about here when the cheap 
politician will see a sorry 
time when he attempts to 
lead them off after false 
gods. 

 
WEDDING 

The wedding bells rang 
for Floyd C. Meadows and 

Miss Hettie E. Hayslett Wed-
nesday afternoon, October 
22, 1924. At three o’clock 
that afternoon, the young 
couple visited the Presbyte-
rian manse in Marlinton and 
were united in marriage by 
Rev. H. H. Orr.  

- - - 
Under an arch of autumn 

leaves in a room artistically 
decorated in a color scheme 
of yellow and white, Miss 
Nellie Herold and Mr. Frank 
Adolph Talbot, of Tiffin, 
Ohio, were united in mar-
riage at the Herold home at 
high noon Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15. 

Miss Hallie Herold, of 
Washington, D. C., sister of 
the bride, was maid of honor 
and the best man was Mr. 
Clyde Herold, the bride’s 
brother... 

Mrs. Sam P. Herold, of 
Washington, sister-in-law of 
the bride, rendered Mendel-
sohn’s wedding march and 
Miss Kathleen Herold, the 
bride’s sister, sang “At 
Dawning.”... 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Sheets, at Cass, a 
daughter, Ora Virginia. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Emery H. Adkinson, of Mar-
linton, a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry D. Miller, at Buckeye, 
a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas L. Beard, of Mill-
point, a son, and a happy co-
incident of the child’s advent 
is that it occurred on the 93rd 
anniversary of the birth of 
his great-grandmother, Mrs. 
Mary L. Beard, who is alive 
and well and was able to 
make a visit to see her great-
grandson. 

 
GUN WANTED 

Who will loan a rifle? 
One day last week a man 

who had borrowed a rifle 
was on his way up the street 
to deliver the weapon. 

The parties who owed him 
money got it in their heads 
that the man was on the 
warpath, and everyone he 
met insisted on what he 
owed. One man wiped out a 
debt of four years standing. 

On his return home, he 
found: two loads of wood; 
17 bushels of corn; eight 
bushels of apples; 22 bushels 
of potatoes; four bushels of 
grapes; one barrel of turnips. 

Jack McNellan would like 
to borrow the rifle. -  ADV

The office of
John Eilers, D.O.

is closed. 
Patient records  by         

Morgan Records Management. To contact them,  
email Medical@MorganRM.com or  

phone 833-888-0061

The Law Office of

MICHAEL C. DOSS
921 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954

304-799-7119 
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Thursday,  
October 29, 1949 

 
BEARS 

Carl and Keith Wooddell 
and some of the neighbors 
on Elk killed about the 
biggest bear of the woods on 
Slaty Fork Monday. Not 
overly fat, this bear was 
lumped off at 400 pounds. 
This was a sheep thief. 

On Monday, bears were 
reported killed at Riders 
Gap, at Minnehaha Springs 
and in Norman Shaw’s fields 
at Edray. 

 
BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Buckeye – Don Rogers 
was honored with a birthday 
party on October 18, by his 
sister, Mrs. Dempsey Car-
penter. A house full of his 
friends attended. Delicious 
refreshments were served. It 
was a joyful social event. 

 
WEDDING 

Ellen Louise Swecker, 
daughter of Mrs. Carrie 

Swecker and the late Floyd 
Swecker, of Huttonsville, 
and George Andrew Gibson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip 
Gibson, of Marlinton, were 
united in marriage Thursday, 
October 6, 1949, by Rev. 
Pugh, of Mill Creek. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Pre-
ston McLaughlin, of Hills-
boro, a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ellis 
Leroy Pugh, of Arbovale, a 
son, Ellis Leroy. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Merle Faulknier, a daughter, 
Alcinda Merle. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Forrest Lowe, of 
Marlinton, a daughter, Gatha 
Pearl. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Don-
ald Hunter Terry, a son, 
Daniel Lee. 

 
MORE HISTORY 

FIRST HOMES 
By Mrs. Reed Davis 
Jacob Marlin and Stephen 

Sewell built the first cabin 
and lived here in 1750-51. 
Following a dispute, Sewell 
moved into a hollow tree lo-
cated where the James Bear 
house now stands. 

The second home was 
built about 1800 by Col. 
Wm. T. Poage, who owned 
all of Marlin’s Bottom plan-
tation. His wife was Col. 
Jacob Warwick’s widow. 
Warwick obtained the land 
by a grant from England 
prior to 1776. This house 
was located on Hamilton 
Field near where the Al Jack 
home stands. 

Col. Poage built a new 
home and moved to the pres-
ent site of the Cal Price and 
Clyde Moore homes. 

The fourth house was the 
Price homestead built on the 
west side of the river next to 
my present home. It was the 
home of Atley Price, James 
A. Price and Woodsey Price. 
The original chimney and 
kitchen were restored and 
built in a modern residence 
owned by Mrs. Anna V. 
Hunter – now occupied by 
the Bob Fitzgerald family. 

The fifth home is the one 
generally known as the first 
home in Marlinton. The 

building best known as the 
old McLaughlin Hotel was 
the Andrew McLaughlin 
home until 1890. His wife 
was Mary Poage Price. The 
northeast portion has the 
original logs curved staircase 
and stone chimney in use in 
the building now owned by 
Arden Killingsworth. 

The next home was built 
in 1849 by Harper Mc-
Laughlin. It is well known as 
the Brown Yeager home and 
stands as a modern residence 
across the street from the 
Hench and Clarence Moore 
homes. 

In 1850, the Toll House 
was built by Mrs. Margaret 
Poage Price for the Toll 
Bridge keeper. 

The Sam Price home was 
built in 1880 where the 
freight depot is now located. 

The Sam Gay house stood 
in 1885 on the west side of 
the river in Price Hollow 
near the present residence of 
our friend, Bill Stewart. 

In 1880, the Rev. Wm. T. 
Price home was built by 
himself and sons for a 
manse. It stands as Dr. Nor-
man Price’s home. 

Thursday,  
October 26, 1899 

 
A group of neighbors in 

The Hills, consisting of four 
or five families living in 
sight of each other, have be-
tween three and four hun-
dred turkeys roaming their 
fields in common. 

Last week, two persons 
shucked about seven bushels 
of corn in W. T. Moore’s 
cornfield, Browns creek, and 
carried it away.  And while at 
work, they were so merciful 
to their beast as to give it a 
good feed. 

C. B. Codah has pur-
chased the tract of 904 acres 
of land on the head of Clover 
Creek belonging to Moore, 
Barlow, McAllister and 
Price, and 270 acres belong-
ing to Rev. William T. Price 
adjoining the same. 

The Webster Echo pub-
lishes the shame of Webster 
county when it says twelve 
divorce suits have been 
brought in that county since 
August court. Pocahontas, a 
more populous county, aver-
ages about one divorce suit a 
year. 

The late forest fires dam-
aged Messrs Ginger and 
Messer considerably in 
Buckley mountain, destroy-
ing corn in the shock and 
fencing. 

The telephone wires and 
poles were wrecked by burn-
ing trees for near a half mile 
from the upper end of Spice 
Island to the falling rocks 

between Huntersville and 
Marlinton. 

Kenny Kennison, aided by 
a number of railroad hands, 
succeeded in protecting Dr. 
Cunningham’s “Moore 
place” from the fire that has 
been ravishing the surround-
ing forests. 

The reviewers, Messrs 
Bird, B. M. Yeager and 
Curry, relocated the road last 
week between Marlinton 
and Huntersville on a grade 
so nearly level that the water 
will hardly know which way 
to run. 

There was a fire alarm 
raised in the vicinity of 
Edray last Friday evening. 
Mr. Yeager fired around his 
farm and made it safe. Satur-
day morning early, some of 
our citizens whose property 
was in the most danger 
raised the cry of fire again 
and began firing against the 
destructive enemy on both 
sides of the pike leading 
from Stony Creek to Edray. 
By nightfall they had suc-
ceeded in making them-
selves to all appearances 
safe. 

 
SUNSET 

We are having terrible 
fires in the Alleghanies at 
present. The lumbermen are 
having some trouble in sav-
ing their logs. 

Considerable excitement 
was occasioned by a fire 
breaking out in Newton 

Thursday, 
October 24, 1974 

 
Richard Reigel, Bill Mc-

Cloud and Elvin McQuain 
are among Forest Service 
personnel going to Alleghe-
ny National Forest in Penn-
sylvania to assist in estima- 
ting timber volume. On June 
30, a storm caused approxi-
mately nine million board 
feet of saw timber and 
10,000 cords of pulpwood to 
be blown down. 

 
OUR BOYS AND GIRLS 

IN SERVICE 
Specialist 4 Harlan L. 

Whiting, formerly of Mar-
linton, was recently pro-
moted to his present rank. 
Spec. 4 Whiting attended 
Marlinton High School. He 
is presently assigned to the 
4th Psychological Opera-
tions Group as a printing 
platemaker. His awards and 
decorations include the 
Army Commendation and 
Good Conduct Medal. 

 
SNOWSHOE 

Jean Claude Killy, the 
Frenchman whose skiing 
performance at the 1968 
Winter Olympics has never 
been equaled, is returning to 
Snowshoe, his American re-
sort home, for a brief visit. 

The occasion, a press pre-
view of the exciting new ski 
resort due to open here this 
winter. The opening is just 
one month before Killy ex-

pects to make his comeback 
debut on the World Profes-
sional Skiing Tour... 

 
PCHS Homecoming 

The Queen of the fifth An-
nual Homecoming of Poca-
hontas County High school 
will be chosen from among 
three girls during the half 
time ceremonies of the 
PCHS vs Webster County 
game. 

Vying for the royal title 
will be Marla Chestnut, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Murl Chestnut, of Dunmore; 
Betty Jo Gum, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Basil Gum, of 
Cass; and Cheryl Wade, 
daughter of Mrs. Betty J. 
Wade, of Hillsboro. 

Marla will be escorted by 
Mike Scott, son of Mrs. Hal-
lie Mae Scott, of Marlinton; 
Betty Jo’s escort will be Tim 
Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard T. Brown, of Clover 
Lick; and Cheryl will be es-
corted by Kenneth Pritt, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hill Pritt, of 
Droop. 

The Queen’s Court will 
consist of senior attendant 
Peggy Rosencrance; junior 
attendant, Virginia Cloonan; 
sophomore Joyce Simmons; 
and freshman Teresa Rose. 
Miss Bobby Jo McLaughlin 
will serve as crown bearer 
and Phillip McMillion will 
be scepter bearer. 

 

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

YEARBOOK PHOTOGRAPH OF the Home Economics Class in the kitchen at Marlinton High School, ca. 
1954. The teacher, Leeta Killingsworth, is standing in front of the window on the right. Mrs. Killingsworth 
taught at MHS for more than 40 years. (Leeta Beard Killingsworth Collection, Courtesy of Tom Walker; ID: 
PHP008062) 
 
Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at www.pocahontaspreservation.org or www.preserving 
pocahontas.org 
 
If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Home Economics Class at MHS – circa 1954

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Andrew Price, Editor 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, Editor

see 50 pg 14

see History pg 14

see 75 pg 14



“I was one of those people 
who saw the glove come out 
of the ground and grab the 
mask and pull it under, and 
go, ‘oh, wow, they’re going 
to do a ‘Freddy vs. Jason’ 
movie someday,” Kerzinger 
said. “And, lo and behold, I 
got the part.” 

Kerzinger has been in the 
horror industry his whole ca-
reer, working on TV shows 
such as “X-Files” and “Twi-
light Zone Outer Limits,” as 
well as dozens of films. 

After the chat, I got an au-
tograph and photo with 
Kerzinger, who didn’t have 
his lifts on, but was still a 
towering presence. 

The next Jason I spoke to 
was Derek Mears, who took 
the mantle for the 2009 re-
boot/remake of “Friday the 
13th.” Mears declined to do 
an interview, but was very 
personable and spoke to us 
for a bit about his career in 
the horror industry and what 
it was like to play Jason. 

When Tony told him it 
was my first convention, he 
grinned and said welcome to 
the family. He said that’s 
what he loved about the hor-
ror genre, that the fanbase is 
passionate about the genre 
and they treat each other like 
family, even if they just met 
minutes prior. 

Mears, another towering 
figure at 6’5” also has a long 
career in film and brought 
back to life a classic horror 
character – Swamp Thing – 
for a TV series in 2019. 

Mears gladly signed my 

copy of “Crystal Lake Mem-
ories,” an anthology book 
about the making of the 
“Friday the 13th” films, 
even though the one he was 
in wasn’t included in the 
book. He was a good sport 
about it, and I told him that 
maybe he should write a 
book about it himself and he 
enthusiastically agreed. 

The final Jason I met at 
the con was C.J. Graham, 
who brought Jason to life in 
“Friday the 13th Part VI: 
Jason Lives.” 

Graham is a boisterous 
character and spent a lot of 
time with each person who 
stopped to meet him at his 
table. He took selfies and 
videos with people and gave 
each conversation a personal 
touch that the fans will never 
forget. 

I asked Graham how he 
got in the business, and he 
said it just kind of fell in his 
lap. Although he didn’t at-
tend stunt school or have 
any training, he quickly 
found himself doing his own 
stunts in movies like “Friday 
the 13th.” 

“When you see me on fire, 
underwater, going through 
doors, windows, walls –
never done it in my life –
until I did the movie,” he 
said. “Everything is OJT, On 
the Job Training, and it was-
n’t my intent.” 

Graham went to L.A. to 
either join the LAPD or the 
sheriff’s department, but 
ended up running night-
clubs, including one owned 
by Jackie Collins. He went 
on to run casinos and re-
sorts, a job he retired from 
seven years ago. 

He still takes acting jobs 
from time to time, and en-
joys going to conventions, 
but is also content to be on 
his ranch in Montana. 

“It’s never been my intent, 
but it’s fun now,” he said of 
acting. “I don’t really rely on 
it for income. I have a ranch. 
I live in Montana, so I’ve 
got horses, alpacas, bees. I 
got honey last week. You al-
ways take honey in Septem-
ber, and I got stung a couple 
times. They got me.” 

The biggest question then 
became – what hurts more, 
going through a window or 
getting stung by bees. 

“Getting stung by a freak-
ing bee,” Graham said, 
laughing. “It hurts.” 

The most famous actor in 
attendance, at least in my 
opinion, was Clint Howard. 
Yes, the Clint Howard – son 
of Rance and brother to Ron. 

Howard began his career 
as a child actor on Uncle 
Ben and The Andy Griffith 
Show. He’s been acting so 
long, he can’t really remem-
ber how he got started. 

“I honestly do not remem-
ber,” he said. “It’s been in 
the family. My dad was an 
actor. My mom was an actor. 
My big brother is an actor 
and filmmaker, so it’s just 
sort of something I’ve never 
known the difference. I’m so 
grateful that I’m in the posi-
tion I’m in, to be part of the 
magic trick; to understand 
fundamentally what it is and 
to get to participate in it.” 

Howard said he has been 
acting for 62 years and is 
happy to now share the craft 
with his daughter, Raffi, 
who he will soon share the 

big screen with, as well. 
In 1995, Howard starred 

in “The Ice Cream Man” 
and now there is a sequel in 
the works. Howard will re-
turn as the title character and 
Raffi will have a scene in 
which all she wants to do is 
get an ice cream cone, but 
there’s a “Karen” who won’t 
leave the ice cream man 
alone and causes a big 
scene. 

“Raffi is just trying to get 
ice cream while this Karen is 
climbing into my grill and 
she meets her fate,” he said. 
“At the end of the day, we’re 
going to understand why 
somebody puts body parts in 
ice cream. We answer that 
question. The world needs to 
know what it takes for some-
body to decide to start put-
ting body parts in ice 
cream.” 

Howard’s decades of 
work have spanned all gen-
res, including horror. The 
funny thing is, he’s not that 
big a fan of the genre. 

“It’s fun to do,” he said, of 
acting in horror. “There’s a 

fanbase. There’s a loyal fan-
base for horror movies. It’s 
not my favorite genre, but I 
do understand it. We just 
went to see “Terrifier 3.” I’m 
in “Terrifier 3” and we saw 
it at the premier in New 
York last Tuesday, and it’s 
great to see the envelope get 
pushed. 

“I end up telling people 
who think it’s too gruesome, 
‘guy’s, it’s just a movie,’” he 
added. 

As we were talking, 
Howard pointed to his wife, 
Kat, who laughed and said 
that when they met, he told 
her he was a snow globe 
maker. While true, she 
thought it was funny he did-
n’t mention the laundry list 
of TV shows and movies 
he’d appeared in. 

I was on Cloud 9 after 
talking to Howard and may 
have done a few hops up and 
down saying, “I just inter-
viewed Clint Howard!” It 
was surreal to me. 

The celebrities are just 
part of a convention. The 
rest of the convention hall 

was filled with vendors –
 artists, businesses and clubs 
– with items for sale, from 
movie merchandise and col-
lectibles to original artwork 
and comic books. 

There was also a section 
with tattoo artists who were 
doing tattoos all weekend 
and had a special for those 
wanting their favorite 
actor’s autographs immor-
talized on their skin. Next to 
the tattoo section was a 
photo-op section with props 
including the aliens from 
“Mars Attack!” characters 
from “Killer Klowns from 
Outerspace.” and more. 

There were also a lot of 
attendees dressed as their fa-
vorite characters, interacting 
with everyone. It was a blast 
to say the least. 

It was so exciting and fun 
that I’m ready for the next 
convention.  

Hopefully, next time, 
Kane Hodder will be able to 
make it. 

Suzanne Stewart may be 
contacted at sastewart@ 
pocahontastimes.com

Page 8––The Pocahontas Times––October 24, 2024

304-636-7732
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net 

IF YOU HAVE A 
BONE TO PICK 

WITH YOUR 
GOVERNMENT 
YOU’D BETTER 

SEND A  
LAWYER.

895 Court Street Lewisburg, WV 24901 
facebook.com/pauldetchforhouse 

Paid for by Committee to Elect Paul S. Detch, Paul Detch Treasurer

VOTE 
PAUL S. DETCH  

FOR HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES,          

46TH DISTRICT 

PAUL DETCH has devoted his life to 
supporting the rule of law and the 
Constitution of the United States.       
He has been the champion of the      
everyday working people. 
•Will fight Republican policies that 
drive our young people to other 
states. 
•Supports equality for all people,        
reproductive freedom and quality 
public freedom. 
•Supports local communities, the arts 
and believes economic development 
requires we make West Virginia a 
place people want to live. 
•Supports rural health care, our         
hospitals and first responders. 
•Will fight the failed Republican   
economic policies of welfare for the 
wealthy, tax breaks for big corpora-
tions and trickledown economics. 
•Will fight for small rural farms and 
the right to collective bargain.

VOTE ANDREW “Frosty” McNABB  
FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Hi there, Pocahontas County. Although I go by Frosty 
most of the time, my real name is Andrew Forrest 
"Frosty" McNabb, and I'm a candidate for the Pocahontas 
County Board of Education. I was born, raised, and at-
tended school in our county, and I reside in Slaty Fork 
with Julie, my wife of 41 years.   We have two children and 
four grandchildren, two of which attend school in the 
county. Many of you I met during my time working as a 
lineman and, later, as a regional manager for Mon Power 
and many of you I have known for a long time and know 
me and what I stand for. My values are simple. Your chil-
dren’s education, safety and future are top priority should I be elected to the Board of Education in No-
vember. These kids should be given every chance to be successful and have a bright and fulfilling future.   

I am not a politician, so I won't make you empty promises or hang signs in your yard or along the 
sides of the road. Although I am not too lazy to go outside and post signs, you can be sure that your 
child's welfare, safety and education come first. I believe that focusing on the needs of the kids in this 
county is a better use of my time as I had the good fortune to be chosen to serve as Rebecca Campbell's 
temporary board replacement until the election in November.   

As many of you know, I had a near-death experience almost six years ago. God decided to spare me 
and keep me alive, and I knew that he kept me here for a reason. Prior to my illness, I frequently told 
my wife that I believed God’s intent for me was to work with the young people, which is what I did for 
several years as a coach and mentor in a variety of sports. I've often questioned why God kept me here 
after my illness, and I've thought that maybe my role is to serve this community as a member of the 
Board of Education to give back to the community that supported me throughout my illness.   If elected, 
I will do my best to represent this county and its youth. 

Paid for By Candidate 

Jay Miller for County Commissioner 
Restore sanity to the budget and spending process 

Paid for by Jay Miller for  County Commission

Dream, from 
page 1

“He talked about his life 
before and his life after and 
how it had changed,” Bever-
age said. “He made sure to 
highlight that he still has a 
very fulfilling life and has a 

good job.” 
O’Brien has regained use 

of his legs but spends most 
of his time using a wheel-
chair. He explained to the 
students that although his 
life has changed, he has a 
normal and active life. 

Once the students learned 
what his job title was, Bev-

erage said the questions and 
stories started pouring out. 
Students shared their own 
experiences with needing to 
call 911 for emergencies and 
asked questions about what 
it is like to work at 911. 

“He stayed over an hour,” 
Beverage said. “He was a 
great visitor.”

Month, from 
page 1



October 28-November 1 
Monday, 28: Oatmeal, 

cheese stick and fruit. 
Chicken potpie, whole grain 
biscuit, 5-way mixed vegeta-
bles, red bell pepper strips, 
fruit cup and milk. 

Tuesday, 29: Sausage, 
egg and cheese wrap and 
fruit. Taco salad with meat, 
corn chips, romaine lettuce, 
shredded cheese, sour 
cream, refried beans and 
Mexicali corn, pears and 
milk. 

Wednesday, 30: Pumpkin 

muffin square and fruit cup. 
Lasagna with Pocahontas 
County beef, garden salad 
with tomatoes, cucumbers 
and dressing, whole grain 
roll, corn, fruit and milk. 

Thursday, 31: Whole 
grain bagel with cream 
cheese, BooNana (banana). 
Meatloaf, whole grain roll, 
mashed potatoes, orange 
glazed carrots, fruit cup and 

milk. 
Friday, 1: Sausage and 

cheese biscuit and fruit. 
Diced chicken nachos with 
corn, tortillas, salsa, sour 
cream, marinated black 
beans, roasted broccoli, fruit 
and milk.

Mitchell B. Koerber  
Student Sports Journalist  

 

Rivalry tends to give 
courage to those who 
want a battle. It 

builds aggression, needing to 
be released in a manner of 
blows, shouts and hits – all 
of which are left on the field.  

Week 8 against the Pen-
dleton High School Wildcats 
would be a disappointing 
loss in this match between ri-
vals as the Pocahontas 
County High School War-
riors were defeated 42-6.  

The Wildcats dominated 
the game with a pass heavy 
offensive plan that the War-
riors were unable to stop. 
Going into halftime, Poca-
hontas was down 35-0. After 
making adjustments during 

halftime, the Warriors were 
able to slow the bleeding and 
held the Wildcats to just one 
touchdown for the remainder 
of the game. Coach Matt 
Buzzard shifted star defen-
sive back Sophomore, #3 
Morgan Beverage to cover 
Wildcat Senior, #14 receiver 
Josiah Kimble. This limited 
Pendleton’s pass attack in 
the second half. Pendleton 
could not run on the War-
riors, mainly due to the inte-
rior defensive line made up 
by Senior, #71 DJ Wilfong 
and Junior, #77 Jacob Ben-
nett, which is why they re-
lied so heavily on their 
passing game.  

The only Warrior touch-
down of the night was made 
with 5:14 left in the third 
quarter by Sophomore, #3 

Morgan Beverage. From the 
Pocahontas 46-yard line, 
Beverage would catch a 5-
yard hitch pass and break 
free of three tackles at the 
Wildcats’ 44-yard line and 
squirt out the back all the 
way to the end zone. The 
extra point attempt failed. 
After the game, Coach Doug 
Burns said to the team, “I 
like your fight. You never 
give up. That’s Pocahontas 

ELECT 
Donna Dilley
for Board of Education
•Committed to consistent,

open and honest
communication within the 

school system 
•Will listen to staff, parents ,

grandparents  and caregivers  
thoughts on making students’ lives better 

•I will follow through for accurate answers. If
it doesn’t sound right, I will go to the state

BOE to find out. 

I WILL stand up for your children.
I ask for your vote November 5 

Paid for by candidate

Warriors mauled by Wildcats School Menus

Visit us online at: 
pocahontastimes.com

OUR PROVEN CONSERVATIVE DELEGATE 
With the Record & Results to Back It Up  
• GGetting rid of taxes on Social Security so you 
   keep more of your hard-earned money 
• Supporting the WV Women’s Bill of Rights and  
   putting an end to the Liberal Left’s attempt to 
   weaken God’s work 
•Putting ““In God We Trust” back in our classrooms 
•Keeping men out of our young girls’ bathrooms 
   and sports 
•BBanning illegals from voting in West Virginia        
   elections 

DISTRICT 46 - EASTERN GREENBRIER  
AND SOUTHERN POCAHONTAS COUNTIES  

I ask for your vote November 5  
or in Early Voting, starting October 23 

Paid for by Jeff Campbell for West Virginia, Bob Haas, Treasurer

Not affiliated with the U.S. government or federal Medicare program. We do not offer every plan available 
in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact 
Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Paul Barb 
Licensed Insurance Agent 
pbarb@redoakinsurancewv.com 
304‐986‐5871

Confused about Medicare? 
You’re not alone.
As a licensed insurance agent, I’m 
committed to helping you find the 
right plan for you or your loved one. 
I assist you during the enrollment 
process and beyond so you’re in‐
formed and confident in your 
healthcare decisions. 
My services are always at no cost 
to you!

Schedule a call today with your local licensed insurance agent:

Learn more about: 

Part A 
Hospital Insurance 

Part B 
Medical Insurance 

Part C 
Medicare Advantage 

Part D 
Prescription Drug Coverage

 

9485 Seneca Trail S, 
Fairlea, WV 24901

see Warriors pg 13
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DEFENSIVE COACH MATT Buzzard makes adjustments at half-time. The Wild-
cats could not run on the Warriors all night but relied on a big first half passing 
game. M. Koerber photo

Mitchell B. Koerber  
Student Sports Journalist 

  

Going into week 8, the Pocahontas 
County Middle School Football 
Team was looking for a big win for 

its final home game of the season. It would 
have been a great way to celebrate Eighth 
Grade Night in front of the home crowd.  

The Young Warriors were not so lucky, 
as they fell to the Petersburg Middle 
School Vikings by a score of 40-8.  

The Vikings came in strong and fast with 
a heavy pass game that the Warriors could 
not answer. The Warrior defense was stead-
fast as eighth grader, #5 Liam Burdette 
would  intercept the Vikings two times, 
however, the offense was never able to 
convert those into points on the score-
board.  

In the final seconds of the game, eighth 
grader, #45 Noah Foe had an extraordinary 
run of 40-yards for the only Warrior touch-

down of the night, with a successful two-
point conversion. After the game, Coach 
Graae told the players, “Petersburg is a 
good team, and you all fought hard on 
Eighth Grade Night. It just wasn’t our night 
tonight.”  

Eighth Grade Night was a great success 
in other ways as Green Bank Middle 
School and Marlinton Middle School 
bands came together to play at the game. 
Pocahontas County High School Football 
coaches were also in attendance to show 
their support for their upcoming players. 
The Young Warriors were also supported 
by the PCHS Cheerleaders as they were 
there to form the opening tunnel and 
cheered for the first portion of the game. 
Eighth graders were joined by parents and 
relatives for their Eighth Grade Walk and 
received gifts at their final home game as 
middle school athletes.  

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps

Young Warriors beat by Vikings

see Young pg 13



seen a daily uptick of visitors since 
the pandemic brought people from 
urban areas to the state.  

“We’re just average-Joe people 
living in a tourist town,” said Anne 
Walker, owner of the Handmade 
WV Market. 

In the back of her store, displays 
house colorful artwork, patterned 
quilts and tie-dyed shirts from local 
artisans. Near the entrance, hand-
made beaded bracelets and jewelry 
sit adjacent to fresh vegetables and 
jars of jam.  

Walker said business has been 
steady since the market opened 
three years ago, but that changes 
with tourism seasons. Most tourists 
visiting are stragglers from Snow-
shoe Mountain Resort or bikers on 
the 77-mile Greenbrier River Trail.  

Next door at Greenbrier Bikes, 
owner Scott Guyette sees bike rid-
ers from all over the country who 
come to town for biking gear or re-
pairs at his shop.  

With new bikes lining both cor-
ners of the shop, Guyette said that 
since moving to the area in 2011, 
he’s seen the town transform. 
Many new businesses opened fol-
lowing the pandemic.  

“We’re trying to be a destination 
for people to come and spend their 
tourism dollars,” he said. “And it’s 
working.” 

Nicknamed “Nature’s Mountain 

Playground,” Pocahontas County 
boasts activities including riding 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, skiing at 
Snowshoe Mountain Resort and 
hiking at Watoga State Park or the 
Cranberry Glades.  

However, like in nearby coun-
ties, the strong tourism investment 
has led to a housing shortage and 
rising prices for residents.  

 
Housing prices,  

available inventory  
remain an issue for many  

Back at the market, Walker as-
sisted her next customer and said 
finding housing has been a big 
issue for people in the area.  

She said local landlords are turn-
ing rental properties into Airbnbs 
as demand has grown, further lim-
iting supply for long-term rentals.  

“The price of land has gone up, 
while the availability of housing 
has gone down since the pan-
demic,” she said. “Rural areas have 
become a sanctuary, and we’ve be-
come a sanctuary for people living 
in the cities.” 

Her customer, Marty Giddings, 
who is a real estate broker from 
Slaty Fork, added that the housing 
market atop Snowshoe Mountain 
has affected other markets across 
the county. She said she most re-
cently closed on a $1.8 million list-
ing there.  

“Housing is incredibly difficult 
because of Snowshoe,” she said. 
“Landlords can get residual income 
from the resort through rentals. So, 

locals end up not being able to af-
ford to buy something because the 
prices are crazy.” 

Twenty minutes south in Hills-
boro, at the Hillsboro Public 
House, visitors are enjoying a 
menu of salads, burgers and 
desserts. The pandemic-born eatery 
had three years of extensive reno-
vations but was opened last year.  

Owner Terrell McSweeney 
Burns moved to the area in the late 
1990s and owns rental properties 
and businesses in town. 

She said she’s struggled to find 
skilled labor like culinary chefs and 
the housing market has hindered 
her search. 

“I could recruit from further 
away if I had housing to offer peo-
ple, but I can’t,” she said. “I’m lim-
ited because there’s not enough 
housing here.” 

Last year, Pocahontas County 
was designated as a Build WV 
zone, which is a state initiative to 
build more affordable housing. De-
velopers can apply, and projects 
that are approved receive a sales 
tax exemption on building materi-
als and property tax credits.  

McSweeney Burns said she’s 
struggled with making rent prices 
of her properties affordable while 
also receiving returns on invest-
ments and figuring out how to de-
velop land she owns.  

“This tax credit thing they 
passed is a great start,” she said. 
“But, it’s not even close to trying to 
figure out the economics of some-

one like me actually developing 
properties.” 

 
County public schools need 

more funding,  
resources for students 

With a population of a little more 
than 7,800, the county only has one 
high school but several elementary 
schools.  

As a mom of two teenage kids, 
McSweeney Burns said there needs 
to be more resources for the school 
system and more pay for teachers.  

“We don’t even have a score-
board on our baseball field for the 
high school,” she said. “If we could 
invest more in the schools so that 
the kids felt more support and had 
real sports programs and real music 
programs, that would be great.” 

In March, high school students 
walked out of classes in protest of 
proposed budget cuts that 
would’ve eliminated multiple 
teaching positions.  

The county Board of Education 
voted to save a position in April but 
cited rising costs and decreased 
federal and state funding as reasons 
for the cuts.  

On the northern end of the 
county, Dunmore resident Teresa 
Lambert works as a culinary arts 
teacher at the high school and runs 
the Mountain State Cakes Bakery.  

She said the school system could 
use more supportive programs for 
struggling students as more than 
half of them do not live with their 
parents.  

“It’s sad because we have lots of 
students who could do a lot of 
wonderful things, but when you 
have that kind of home life, that’s 
your focus,” she said.  

 
More grocery stores, places to  

shop in the county 
Residents also said they’d like 

more local places to shop or pick 
up household supplies and gro-
ceries instead of driving out of the 
county.  

Up north in Cass, the scenic rail-
road gift shop features a range of 
items for thousands of visitors rid-
ing the train every year. From 
branded baseball caps to toy train 
whistles and playing cards, new 
souvenirs are stocked daily.   

Amanda Bennett, who works as 
the receptionist for tickets, said she 
lives in Bartow but doesn’t mind 
making the 25-minute commute for 
work as she makes an even longer 
one just to pick up a loaf of bread.  

“It’s not very crowded here, and 
it’s peaceful, but the worst part is 
going to buy groceries,” she said. 
“I have to go almost an hour away 
to Elkins.” 

Even in Marlinton, resident and 
local craftmaker Cheryl  [Cain] 
said she loves where she lives and 
how close-knit the community is 
but wishes she didn’t have to travel 
so far for her essentials. It would be 
nice to have some of the stores in 
the cities, she said.  

“We have one grocery store, one 
Dollar Store and one pharmacy.”
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Veterinarian

Pritt 
Well Drilling, 

Inc. 
Water Wells 
WV010682  

Drilling since 1938 
304-653-4491  
304-653-4900

Farm ~ Home 
Auto 

L. Jay Kniceley     
Insurance 

Stop by our office! 
818A Tenth Avenue 

Marlinton 

304-799-6243 
For all your insurance 

needs

Painting 

 Insurance  

Restaurant

Construction

  Auto Repair                               

Pet Grooming

  Well Drilling                                                                    Well Supplies          

ALL TYPES             
OF HOME               

IMPROVEMENT!  

Burgess  

Construction 
TOP-NOTCH        

CRAFTSMANSHIP AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE! 
LICENSED & INSURED 

304-799-6143 
WV048016

 Construction            

Shipping Solutions

Bryant  
Construction, LLC 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
WV026274 

Specializing in Residential 
and Commercial Construction 

304-799-4399 

Septic Services Insurance

 Excavator

Rt. 219 Buckeye • 304-799-0860 

 Buckeye  
Hardware 
GET WHAT YOU NEED! 

• Hardware • Plumbing    
• Electrical  • Fencing       
• Storage Solutions         
• Lawn and Garden             

• Pet and Livestock Needs 
• U-Haul Rental and more 

Auto Parts           

Parts Store 
• State Inspections • Tires           
• Batteries • Auto Servicing        

• Mechanic on Duty
Open Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - noon   

Durbin • 304-456-4505 

VARNER 
ATV Sales/Service

WV058103  

BACKHOE • DOZER  
GRADER • EXCAVATOR  

DUMP TRUCK  
CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER 

Free Estimates 
Michael Miller 

Spruce Flats Rd., Buckeye 
304-799-2339 • 304-646-6695

Frankford  

Vet Hospital 

MARLINTON  
OFFICE 

410 Second Avenue,  
in Humane Society 

Building 
Mon. and wed. 

 10 - 3 p.m. 
304-799-6181 

Julie Gibson, DVM 
Megan Fansler, DVM 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

TOM’S GARAGE 
1526 UPPER NORTH FORK RD.,               

GREEN BANK 
We have a new supplier and                   

can now do 

COMPLETE EXHAUST                               
SYSTEM SERVICING! 

Give us a call! 

304-456-3445 
Please leave message 

The MUCK 
TRUCK

Septic and Grease Trap Service
Portable Toilet Rental

Competitive pricing!
Fenwick

304-846-4600 • 304-651-2788
WV#2304-1625

BACK
OFF!
We Ain't

Hauling Milk.

Hardware

Rowan  
Well      

Supplies 
 Water well            

pumping systems,  
sales and installation 
304-591-0272 
304-704-3764 

WV004493

ACCOUNTING,       
PAYROLL & SMALL 

BUSINESS HELP 
 All Business Reports and 

Taxes, Personal and          

Corporate Tax Returns         

Notary Public 
30 Years’ Experience 

GILARDI TAX SERVICES 

304-456-4787 
1346 Thornwood Road • Bartow 

gilarditaxservices@live.com

Assisted Living

Septic Tank                     
Installation,             

Repair & Pumping    
Quality Service               

Affordable Rates          
Certified, licensed Installer 

WV#54-93-0015 
VARNER CONSTRUCTION  

DURBIN, WV  
304-456-4505  
304-456-4509 

A-1 Pumping          
         LLC

Home 
Owners

    When was  
the last time 
your septic 
was pumped? 

Pumping your septic tank: 
• Eliminates messy cleanups 
• Avoids costly repairs and   
saves your drain field 

 
www.theouthousewv.com 

Call today!   

304.456.5466

MR. PAINTER
Residential      

and Commercial           
Painting 
Billy Dunz, 

Owner/Operator 
WV048559

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Interior and Exterior Painting 

Power Washing 
Epoxy Garage Flooring 

Phone 304-799-7152 
Cell 304-618-9420 

mrpainter25@frontier.com

Stacy Tawney, DVM  
304-799-6803 

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Large/Small Animals • Farm Calls 
150 Carl McCarty Drive 

4.2 mi. N on Rt. 28 from         
Huntersville intersection  

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Septic Services

Home Furnishings
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furnishings and          
accessories for the 

way you live. 
Showroom and Warehouse 
616 First Avenue,  Marlinton 

304-799-6235 

Furniture

Affordable, Personalized 
Quality Senior Care. 

Private and semi-private rooms. Offering 
physical, occupational and speech therapy. 
Owner and administrator, Denise Campbell, RN 

Contact us for more information: 

304-636-3900 
521 Davis Avenue, Elkins

Accounting/Payroll

Own a small business?  Is growing your            
business worth $22/month?   

 Just $66 for three months, plus a free classified  each month.   
SIGN UP TODAY!  

304-799-4973  

THE 
KICKIN’ 

CHICKEN 
and MORE!  

 
DINE IN / CARRY OUT 

Roasted Chicken, Soups, Salads, 
Pizza, Burgers Hoagies, Sides & more! 
598 Cass Road, Slatyfork             
across from the Inn at Snowshoe  

304-572-4444 
Tues. - Sat. Noon - 8 p.m. 

Weekly specials on Facebook

Fabric Shop

Insurance for 
Home • Auto • Life 

•Business • Farm  
Retirement Products 

304-799-6303 
1100 10th Ave,. Marlinton

204 Eighth St. Marlinton 
304-992-7355 
www.almostlocalhub.biz

 
 
 

•PACKAGE SHIPPING        
DROP-OFF AND PICKUP 

•B&W AND COLOR COPIES 
•SMALL JOB PRINTING 
•CO-WORKING SPACE                            

TIRES IN STOCK! 
24-Hour Wrecker & 

Rollback Service

F&F  
Service CenterLLC  

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners  

• Tires in stock • State Inspections                          
• 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments 

• General Auto Repair

Rt. 39 Huntersville 

304-799-6431  
Night 304- 799-6079•304-799-7148

 WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? FIND THE RIGHT MATCH HERE!  

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

Donna Nash, Owner/Operator 

304-799-7277 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
SUN. - THURS. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

3099 Browns Creek Rd., Marlinton 
(3 miles north of the Huntersville intersection)

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

 Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins 
304-636-7732 

M-F 9 a.m - 6 p.m. Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net

 

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

New Kits Available!       
Fabrics, patterns, notions, 

batting and backing 
Mon. - Wed. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

805 2nd Ave. Marlinton 

681-318-0767

Tourism, from 
page 2

has attended the Cass retreat 
every year, as well as several 
events in Elkins hosted by 
Augusta. May said he en-
joyed the atmosphere and 
history surrounding Cass 
that lends itself so well to the 
retreat. 

“This is the birthplace of a 
lot of this music, and it’s so 

cool to come here and play 
it,” he said. 

May has been a lifelong 
musician and was in a band 
right after college. He took a 
break from music for a while 
and a year before he retired, 
he picked up where he left 
off after he purchased a 
banjo. 

“I bought this banjo and 
started playing,” he said. 
“It’s sort of become my ob-
session.” 

Chris Stienson, of North-

ern Virginia, has also at-
tended several Augusta 
events in Elkins, as well as 
this retreat in Cass. He was 
drawn to old-time music be-
cause of the unity he feels 
with fellow musicians as 
they play. 

“Old-time, to me, is com-
munity music,” he said. 
“You just get together and 
play together for yourselves, 
principally. Of course, you 
can play at dances and in 
front of other people, but 

that’s kind of the appeal to 
me with old-time. It’s very 
inclusive and everyone gets 
a chance to play regardless 
of level and you don’t have 
to put on a solo.” 

Stienson added that at-
tending retreats and music 
camps like this has become 
something of a reunion 
through the years. 

“I start seeing the same 
people and you develop con-
nections at every camp,” he 
said. “It’s all part of the ex-

perience.” 
Also taking part in the ex-

perience as a student was 
Pocahontas County’s  own 
Mary Sue Burns, who is well 
known as the banjo player 
for Juanita Fireball and the 
Continental Drifters – among 
other things – but at the re-
treat, she was a fiddle player. 

Burns has attended the 
Cass retreat for several years 
to hone her fiddle skills and 
spend time with fellow mu-
sicians. Although she lives a 

half hour away, Burns said 
she likes to stay at the com-
pany houses with the other 
attendees because it’s part of 
the retreat. 

Augusta Heritage Center 
is located on the Davis & 
Elkins College campus in 
Elkins and focuses on educa-
tional events that celebrate 
the history and culture of 
West Virginia. 

For more information, 
visit  augustaartsand  
culture.org

Music, from 
page 1



ficially recognize the school’s 
Purple Star Club and issue 
an official proclamation 
“recognizing November as 
‘Military Veteran and Active 
Service Personnel Month,’ 
and encourage citizens to in-
crease their understanding 
and awareness of our veter-
ans and active service per-
sonnel and their commitment 
to our nation and its citizens, 
their service and sacrifice, 
particularly as we head into 

the holiday season.”   
The students said the Pur-

ple Star Club will be sending 
care packages to our active 
service members this holiday 
season. 

•  In other matters the 
commission approved: 

•  the following requests 
from the 911/Emergency 
Management Director, Mike 
O’Brien: 

a) WV Division of Emer-
gency Management Sub-
Grant adjustment of an 
additional $1,000. 

b) to sell on Gov.Deal, a 
911 Tahoe, with a reserve 
price of $1,500;  a 16 KW 

LP generator: and four old 
Motorola MTR Repeaters. 

c) the proposal by Vigilant 
Technology Group for server 
management services for the 
911 Center and the sheriff’s 
Office, which will provide 
the same service at half the 
cost as their old Motorola 
Service Contract. 

d) an MOU between the 
Emergency Management 

and the Snowshoe Highlands 
Area Recreation Collabora-
tive Trail Team regarding 
maintenance of an ATV do-
nated by the Mon Forest. 

• Resolution #4 to use 
$72,721 out of the EPA Tan-
nery Grant to pay invoices 
related to the project. 

• to issue a resolution in 
support of the Courthouse 
Facilities Grant by the 

County Clerk and the Circuit 
Clerk for a new scanner and 
overtime pay to scan records. 

Prior to the meeting they 
held a special work session 
about the demolition of five 
buildings at the former 
Howes Tannery site. They 
identified the buildings, 
which do not include the old 
office building or the former 
garage, which will have to be 

done separately. It was 
agreed that they will ask sev-
eral contractors, including 
ReClaim which just did the 
demolition of the former 
BOE Office building in Mar-
linton, for estimates, and will 
proceed after receiving 
these. They said all asbestos 
has already been removed 
and disposed of from these 
buildings.  

Reserve Bank of St. Louis. 
The U.S. labor force partici-
pation rate was 62.70%. 

“West Virginia has been 
dead last among the 50 states 
in this measure ever since 
the 1970s,” Deskins said. 

“But I went to look at the 
data a couple months ago, 
and lo and behold, the 
newest data indicates that we 
had indeed surpassed Mis-
sissippi,” he said. 

The figure represents the 
state’s “biggest economic 
challenge,” Deskins said. 

“We still have a big, wide 
gap between where we are in 
West Virginia versus the na-
tional figure,” he said. “So, 
it’s important to find ways to 
get more of our people into 
the workforce. We are never 
going to achieve prosperity 
that we hope for in West Vir-
ginia unless we can get more 
of our people in the work-
force.” 

At the heart of the issue is 
the state’s ongoing struggle 
to provide sufficient “human 
capital,” Deskins said. 

“We have a lot of prob-
lems around education, 
health and drug abuse,” he 
said. “One reason that we 
have a rate of labor force 
participation that’s 49th in 
the country is due to poor 
education outcomes.” 

West Virginia ranks 48th 
in the nation in education, 
according to analysis from 
the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion. 

Additionally, the state 

ranks among the lowest in 
the nation for health out-
comes, Deskins said. 

“There are lot of people in 
West Virginia who would 
like to work — would like to 
be making money and con-
tributing to their community 
— but they’re not able to do 
it because of some health 
problem,” he said. “If you 
look at diabetes, cancer, obe-
sity, lack of exercise, smok-
ing ... we’re always between 
45th and 50th in those meas-
ures.” 

The state also leads the na-
tion in drug overdose deaths, 
Deskins said. 

“It’s the same idea,” he 
said. “You have people in 
West Virginia who want to 
work, who want to con-
tribute, but they’ve become 
addicted and they’re suffer-
ing. It’s not only hurting 
them personally, but it’s 
keeping them out of the 
workforce and dragging the 
whole state down.” 

The state’s low labor force 
participation rate is caused 
by numerous deep-seated is-
sues that can’t be easily or 
quickly legislated away, De-
skins said. 

“I wish that our problem 
in West Virginia were bad 
tax policy,” he said. “That 
would be a good problem to 
have, because it’s something 
that we could fix really 
quickly. These real problems 
— problems around educa-
tion, health and drug abuse 
— are hard to fix.” 

Senior Staff Writer 
Charles Young can be 
reached at 304-626-1447 or 
cyoung@theet.com

Labor, from 
page 2

Center, 
from page 2

Open Letter to Pocahontas County Voters - Part 5 

Should the county commission proceed with plans to borrow up to $5 million 

which, combined with federal covid relief funds from the American Rescue Plan 

and potential grants, would provide about $7 million to build a combined 911 

and Emergency Management Center?  I don’t think so, but why? 

The county’s 911 operation is currently in an old house next to the courthouse 

and needs to be extensively refurbished or replaced.  More than a year ago, 

using a grant for 911 planning, a member of the county commission began 

developing blueprints with WYK, an architectural firm with long experience 

working with the county commission.  What began as designing a new 911 

center quickly expanded to include facilities for the county’s growing 

ambulance service – which overwhelmed the 911 requirements.  By the time 

blueprints were put out for bid last spring the combined project was called the 

EMS/911 Center.  The tail was wagging the dog.   

At the end of June, two bids were received from credible and experienced 

contractors.  The bids were very close to each other and both were more than 

$6. 5 million – dwarfing the amount of funds earmarked for the project – about 

$1.5 million.  No contract was awarded; the bids expired after 60 days.  Initially, 

there was discussion of reducing the scope of work and rebidding the contract 

after securing additional funding from grants and other imagined sources.  

Concern was also voiced by the 911 director that the needs of the 911 center 

had become secondary to the desire to build a large garage for ambulances.   

By the end of the summer, however, the county commission reverted to the 

original approach and said plans would not be changed - and that a $5 million 

loan would be sought from the USDA Rural Development program – using the 

recently closed 35-year loan for $5.7 million to finance major improvements to 

Pocahontas Memorial Hospital as a model. The county commission would be the 

guarantor for both loans.  But, there is a big difference between the two 

projects.  PMH uses reimbursements from Medicare, Medicaid, and private 

health insurance to support its operations – and, over time, those payments will 

increase with inflation while the monthly loan payment will remain constant– 

thereby reducing the risk that county funds will ever be used for loan 

payments.  Even so, USDA required the county commission to escrow $200,000 

(approximately a year’s worth of loan payments) before closing the loan.   

Regarding the EMS/911 Center, current USDA interest rates would require 

county taxpayers to pay most of the $261,000 annual cost because the 911 and 

EMS programs do not generate sufficient surplus funds needed to make 

monthly payments.  A $5 million loan would end up costing more than $9.1 

million.  Such a loan would be considered a general obligation bond which 

means that it must be paid before the county pays salaries and other expenses – 

for 35 years.   

I don’t believe most Pocahontas County voters think this is a good idea.  I need 

the support of Democrats, Republicans, and Independents on November 5th so I 

can help resolve this and other budget and spending issues confronting the 

county commission.   

Paid for by Jay Miller for County Commissioner
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ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, October 24, 2024 
Claim Deadline: Monday, December 23, 2024 
 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14605 
ESTATE OF: BRYAN HAROLD BURKE 
ADMINISTRATOR: William G. Burke 

Harthausner Strasse 3 
94368 Perkam, Germany 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14675 
ESTATE OF: ROGER LEE TRUSLER 
ADMINISTRATOR: Arthur Gordon Trusler 

79 S Florida Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201-2658 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14677 
EATATE OF: SONDRA BEE COCHRAN 
EXECUTOR: Jeffrey Shaw 

63 Sawdust Lane 
Marlinton, WV 24954-6723 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on October 18, 2024. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
10/24/2c 

 
NOTICE OF FINAL SETTLEMENT 

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS OF  
JAMES MICHAEL NORBURY, DECEASED 

Notice is hereby given that the Final Settlement for the following 
estate was filed in the office of the Clerk of the Pocahontas County 
Commission on Monday, October 21, 2024.  

 If no objections or exceptions are filed with the Clerk of the 
Pocahontas County Commission, the Final Settlement will be pre-
sented to the Pocahontas County Commission  Tuesday, November 
12, 2024, for approval. 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14643 
ESTATE NAME: James Michael Norbury, Deceased 
ADMINISTRATOR: Bonnie C. Taylor 

1525 Pocahontas Highway 
Marlinton, WV  24954 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on October 21, 2024 
                                                                        Melissa L Bennett 
                             Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 

10/24/2c 
 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE is hereby given pursuant to and 

by virtue of the authority vested in the Trustee, Pill & Pill, PLLC, by 
that certain Deed of Trust dated July 30, 2021, executed by the Bor-
rower, Joshua A. Hoffmann, to Pill & Pill, PLLC, the Trustee, of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, in Book 400, at Page 413.  At the 
time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was 
reported to have a mailing address of 10612 Frost Rd., Marlin-
ton, WV 24954.  The Borrower defaulted under the Note and Deed 
of Trust and the Trustee has been instructed to foreclose under the 
Deed of Trust.  Accordingly, the Trustee will sell the following de-
scribed property to the highest bidder at the front door of the 
Courthouse of Pocahontas County, in Marlinton, West Virginia, 
on the following date: November 18, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. 

THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF Pocahontas, STATE OF WV, AND IS DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  

All of those three (3) certain tracts or parcels of real estate, in-
cluding the improvements, appurtenances and easements there-
unto belonging, on the east side of West Virginia State Route 28 
one (1) mile north of the Village of Frost, Huntersville District of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as 
follows:  

Tract No. I: "Beginning at a stake on the east side of State Route 
28 and running in an easterly direction and approximately perpen-
dicular to the said State Route 286 feet to a stake; thence running 
perpendicular to the former line and in a northerly direction 139 feet 
to a stake; thence running perpendicular to the former line and in a 
westerly direction 286 feet to the right-of-way line of the said State 
Route; thence running with the right-of-way line in a southerly di-
rection 100 feet to the point of beginning, and containing one-half 
(1/2) acre, more or less." 

Tract No. II: Being a strip land approximately 345 feet long and 
12 to 16 feet wide and bounded on the north by the lands of John 
G. Sharp; on the east by the lands of the United States of America; 
and on the south by the lands of Lester Tennant; and on the west by 
State Route No. 28; and being a part of what was formerly known 
as the Preston-Dreppard Farm. 

Tract No. III: All of that certain parcel of land designated by the 
United States Forest Service as Tract 377a-I, containing 0.14 acre, 
more or less, located in the Huntersville District of Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, being a portion of U.S. Tract No 377a, con-
veyed by deed from Warn Lumber Company to the United States of 
America dated February 21, 1937, and of record in the Deed Book 
71, at Page 335, and further acquired by Berlin N. Galford, by the 
United States of America, by Deed dated March 20, 1998, and of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, In Deed Book 302, at Page 522. 

AND BEING the same real estate conveyed unto Joshua A. Hoff-
mann by the Deed dated the 1st day of March, 2019, from Douglas 
Grimes and Connie Grimes, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in 
Deed Book 377, at Page 275. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
1)   The property will be conveyed in an "AS IS" physical condi-

tion by Deed containing no warranty, express or implied, subject to 
the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-
of-ways, easements, covenants, conveyances and conditions of 
record in the Clerk's office or affecting the subject property. 

2)   The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
transfer taxes imposed by the West Virginia Code § 11-22-1. 

3)   The Beneficiary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and 
Note reserve the right to submit a bid for the property at sale. 

4).  The Trustee reserves the right to continue sale of the subject 
property from time to time by written or oral proclamation, which con-
tinuance shall be in the sole discretion of the Trustee. 

5).  The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing ten-
ant or person occupying the property to vacate said property, and 
any personal property and/or belongings remaining at the property 
after the foreclosure sale will be deemed to constitute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND WILL BE DISPOSED OF ACCORDINGLY. 

6).  The total purchase price is payable to the Trustee within thirty 
(30) days of the date of sale, with ten (10%) of the total purchase 
price payable to the Trustee at sale. 

Pill & Pill, PLLC, Trustee 
BY: Jonathan L. Wertman, Esq. 

Pill & Pill, PLLC 
      85 Aikens Center  

Martinsburg, WV 25404 
(304) 263-4971 

foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com 
10/17/4c 

 
NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 

2022-C-000044-POCAHONTAS COUNTY-WVTA LLC 
To: ULRIC ALDERMAN, WAYNE NEIL ALDERMAN, WAYNE 

NEIL ALDERMAN, WILMA UNDERWOOD, JANET BECK, 
SHELBY JEAN RYDER, ALONZO GEORGE DEAN JR, HAROLD 
SAWYERS, MELVIN HILL, BESSIE HILL, NORMAN ALDERMAN, 
CHARLOTTE ALDERMAN, PAULINE NEVADA HANSFORD, 
LEONARD GEORGE UNDERWOOD, ANNA MARY ROBIN-
SON,JANET LEE BECK, MILDRED LOUISE SYMES, SHELBY 
JEAN RYDER, LAWRENCE ALDERMAN, JOEL HILL, PAUL 
HILL, RUTH WRIGHT, RUTH WRIGHT, WOOD HILL, MURL HILL, 
MURL HILL, MADELINE HILL, MADELINE HILL, DOROTHY 
TEELIZZI, BETTY SILVA, BETTY SILVA, BETTY SILVA, MARY IN-
ESEU, MARY INESEU, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED 
RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, de-
visees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known 
heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the 
delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 

DISTRICT: HUNTERSVILLE  MAP: 9999  
PARCEL 0600 0030 0000 

You will take notice that WVTA LLC, the purchaser of the follow-
ing real estate, Cert. No. 2022-C-000044, located in 
HUNTERSVILLE District, BEAVER CREEK MINERALS 100 AC, 
which was returned delinquent or non-entered in the name of 
ALDERMAN ULRIC, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and non-entered lands of POCAHONTAS County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes on May 11, 2023, WVTA LLC requests 
that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or 
after January 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day 
you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before December 31, 2024 will be as follows:  

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2021-11374.  

$ 93.90 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $  0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2022-11390. $ 5.07 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 107.97 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 1,045.42 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 2,022.89 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $ 3,275.25 
You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2024 by 

paying the above total less any unearned interest. 
Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  
County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 
Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand October 4, 2024 

G. Russell Rollyson, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Non-entered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

10/10/3c 
 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONVEYANCE 
OF UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY 

(Frost United Methodist Church) 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of the West Vir-

ginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will, on or 
after October 31, 2024, QUITCLAIM, GRANT and CONVEY to 
STEVEN E. WOODDELL, JULIE L WHITE and KAREN L BREN-
DLE, Co-Trustees, or their respective Successors in Trust of the 
Steven E. Wooddell Living Trust under agreement dated July 31, 
1996, including any amendments thereto, an undivided 80% inter-
est as a tenant in common, Julie L White, also known of record as 
Julie W. White, Trustee or her Successors in Trust of the Julie W. 
White Living Trust under agreement dated July 18, 2001, including 
any amendments thereto, an undivided 10% interest as tenant in 
common and Karen L. Brendle, also known of record as Karen W. 
Brendle and formerly known as Karen L. Wooddell, Trustee or her 
Successors in Trust of the Karen L Wooddell Living Trust under 
agreement dated August 27, 2003, including any amendments 
thereto, an undivided 10% as tenant in common, parties of the sec-
ond part all of their right, title and interest in and to those certain lots 
or parcels of real estate in the Village of Frost, Huntersville District, 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia, described as follows: 

PARCEL ONE 
BEGINNING at a stake by the road East of J. B. Hawleys Store 

House S. 4 E. 7 poles and 5 links to a stake, thence S. 88 W. 5 poles 
and 13 links to a stake N. 4 W. 7 poles and 5 links to a locust fence 
post by the road and with the same N. 88 E. 5 poles and 13 links to 
the beginning containing 1/4 acre. 

And being the same property conveyed to Trustees for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church from J. B. and Elizabeth M. Hannah by 
Deed dated February 24, 1887 and recorded in the Office of the 
County Clerk of the County Commission of Pocahontas County in 
Deed Book 19, at Page 134, reference to which is hereby made. 

PARCEL TWO 
BEGINNING at an iron stake at the Northeastern corner of the 

Frost Methodist Church lot; thence running with the right-of-way line 
of State Route No. 84 in an eastwardly direction 50 feet to an iron 
stake; thence leaving the state right away end running in an south-
wardly direction and parallel to the line of the church lot 111 feet to 
an iron stake; thence running in a westwardly direction and parallel 
to the State Road 84, 50 feet to the line of the Methodist Church lot; 
thence with the Methodist Church lot line 111 feet to the point of be-
ginning. 

And being the same property conveyed to Trustees of the Frost 
Methodist Episcopal Church from E. C. Gragg and Edna M. Gragg, 
his wife, by Deed dated August 7, 1962 and recorded in the afore-
said Clerk’s Office in Deed Book 108, at Page 285, reference to 
which is hereby made. 

Said Frost United Methodist Church was declared closed effective 
August 30, 2024 by a majority of the District Superintendents of the 
West Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

    Dated the 9th  day of October, 2024. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

By: Robert N. File, Chancellor 
130 Main Street 

Beckley, West Virginia 25801 
304-253-3358 

10/24/2c 
 

NOTICE TO BID 
The Pocahontas County Commission will receive bids for 

heating oil for all Courthouse Offices and the Jail Building, for 
the period covering November 12, 2024, through October 31, 
2025.   

All bids should be submitted in writing, noting increases and/or 
reductions in prices, and placed in a sealed envelope marked 
“Sealed Bid – Heating Oil” and delivered by mail or in person to the 
Pocahontas County Commission, 900 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, 
West Virginia 24954, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 
8, 2024. 

Bids will be opened in the Office of the County Commission lo-
cated in the Pocahontas County Courthouse on Tuesday, the 12th 
day of November 2024, at 4:45 p.m.  

For further information, please inquire at the Pocahontas County 
Clerk’s Office 304-799-4549, Monday through Friday, between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.   

The Pocahontas County Commission reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids. 

  Walt Helmick, President 
Pocahontas County Commission 

10/24/2c 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Proposed Amendment to the WV Constitution to be on the 

November 5, 2024, General Election Ballot. 
Title of Amendment: “Amendment No. 1: Protection of persons 

against medically assisted suicide” 
Summary of Purpose: “The purpose of this amendment is to pro-

tect West Virginians against medically assisted suicide.” 
Full Text of the Amendment: §3-23. Protection against medically 

assisted suicide. No person, physician, or health care provider in 
the State of West Virginia shall participate in the practice of medically 
assisted suicide, euthanasia, or mercy killing of a person.  

Nothing in this section prohibits the administration or prescription 
of medication for the purpose of alleviating pain or discomfort while 
the patient's condition follows its natural course; nor does anything 
in this section prohibit the withholding or withdrawing of life-sus-
taining treatment, as requested by the patient or the patient's deci-
sion-maker, in accordance with State law.  

Further, nothing in this section prevents the State from providing 
capital punishment. 

10/24/1c
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20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 

Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          

� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 

�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONROE & GREENBRIER COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA

NOVEMBER 7, 11 AM  - LIVE AND ONLINE 

WOLTZ & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
800.551.3588 • WOLTZ.COM 

5% Buyer’s Premium • 2% Broker Participation Off ered

3,377± ACRES OFFERED IN 21 TRACTS 
Discover an extraordinary opportunity to own a piece of West Virginia’s 
stunning natural landscape, where the beauty of the Appalachian Mountains 
meets the tranquility of untouched wilderness. Th ese three unique properties, 
spanning Monroe and Greenbrier counties, off er unparalleled outdoor 
recreation, breathtaking vistas, and the chance to build your dream retreat. 
Auction Held at WVSOM at 400 Lee St, Lewisburg, WV 24901. 
Previews: 10/20, 11/2 & 11/3 from 10AM to 3PM. Meet agents at Barn Store 
Gas Station Parking lot – 8075 Sweet Springs Valley Rd, Gap Mills, WV 
24941. Jim Woltz, Broker.

W
V 

#1
00

0

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION OF REAL ESTATE 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Marlinton, pur-

suant to W. Va. Code § 8-12-18, on the 28th day of October, 
2024, at 2:00 p.m. at 517 4th Avenue, will sell at public auc-
tion to the highest qualified bidder, the following tracts or 
parcels of real property, together, in one lot: 

1. That certain tract or parcel of real property situate in the Mar-
linton District of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, designated 
on the tax maps of said County as Tax Map Parcel No. 8-3-2, 
consisting of 0.0397 acres, more or less, and being the same 
property conveyed to the Town of Marlinton by Kenneth Kay via 
deed dated the 26th day of August, 2022, all as more particularly 
described and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 
404 at Page 306. 

2. That certain tract or parcel of real property situate in the Mar-
linton District of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, designated 
on the tax maps of said County as Tax Map Parcel No. 8-3-3, 
consisting of 0.0879 acres, more or less, and being the same 
property conveyed to the Town of Marlinton by Gertrude I. Lester 
via deed dated the 3rd day of October, 2022, all as more partic-
ularly described and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, in 
Deed Book 404 at Page 603. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
THERE IS A RESERVE MINIMUM BID OF $30,000.00.  Sale 

of the foregoing real property will be made by public auction to the 
highest qualified bidder.  At the conclusion of the sale, and no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on the day of sale, the successful bidder will 
be required to tender the full purchase price by cash, certified 
check, or cashier’s check, by delivering the same to Marlinton 
Town Hall, 709 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 24953. The suc-
cessful bidder assumes the risk of loss or damage from and after 
the sale.  The successful bidder shall be responsible for all costs 
and fees associated with transfer of title.  If the successful bidder 
fails to deliver the total purchase price within the prescribed time, 
the Town may return to the successful bidder any portion of the 
purchase price paid and proceed to resell the property or, at the 
sole discretion of the Town, covey the property to the next high-
est qualified bidder if such bidder will honor their bid.  The Town 
reserves the right to reject any bid that in its sole opinion is inad-
equate. The Town reserves the right to accept or reject such other 
terms as to payment or delivery of payment as may be made or 
be agreed to by the Town and the bidder in advance of the sale. 

The aforesaid real property is being sold in its “AS IS” condi-
tion and the Town does not make any representations or war-
ranties as to the physical condition of the property or its fitness for 
a particular purpose.  Arrangements may be made to preview or 
inspect the vehicles in advance of the sale by calling Marlinton 
Town Hall at 304-799-4315. 

The Town reserves the right to continue the sale of the afore-
said real property from time to time, at its sole discretion, by oral 
proclamation. Any sale may be adjourned or conducted by the 
designated agent of the Town. Additional terms and conditions 
may be announced at the sale. 

Should the Town not appear at the time appointed for the sale 
and there is no notice posted of a continuance, please contact the 
Town to make further inquiry.  Please direct any inquiries or ob-
jections to the sale to the Town in writing at the following address:  
Marlinton Town Hall, 709 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954. 

10/17/2c

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertising Deadline 
is Monday at noon. 
Call 304-799-4973



 
FOR SALE 

 
FOR SALE - Giant Enduro moun-
tain bike, large frame $1500. Excel-
lent condition. In Marlinton. 
304-646-9165. 10/24/1c 

 
SERVICES 

 
TTC Handyman. All home remod-
eling and repair. Firewood available. 
All lawn service, landscaping, back-
hoe,  leaf removal, mulching, power 
washing. Any odd jobs, give us a 
call. 304-992-9866. Fully licensed 
and insured. 9/5/tfnp 

 
FOR RENT 

 
APARTMENT FOR RENT - Sin-
gle bedroom apartment, $700 per 
month. Utilities included except 
phone/Internet/TV. Call 304-456-
5357. 10/17/4c 

  
OFFICE FOR RENT -  520 Curry 
Street, Marlinton. $750/month. 304-
799-6243. 10/03/5c 

 
HELP WANTED  

 
HELP WANTED - Bryant Con-
struction LLC. Must be able to work 
48 hours per week and be able to 
work heights. Experience preferred 
but will train. If interested, call 304-
799-4399. Ed Bryant. 10/24/2p 

 
HELP WANTED - Looking for a 
Correctional Officer job? Testing 
will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on 
a daily basis. Interested parties 
should contact Human Resources at 

the facility at 304-653-4201 to 
schedule an appointment.                     

1/19/tfnc 
   FREE  

FREE - Old newspapers to start 
your fireplace or woodstove. The 
Pocahontas Times office.  9/26/tfn 

  FOUND  

FOUND - Single key at Little Gen-
eral parking lot, Marlinton. Call The 
Pocahontas Times office at 304-
799-4973.  9/26/tfn 

 
YARD SALE  

 
YARD SALE - Saturday, October 
26, 10 a.m. to ? at Minnehaha 
Springs, McPherson residence. 
Watch for signs. 10/24/1p 

time and play group for chil-
dren ages five and younger, 
accompanied by a grown up. 
Cancelled when schools are 
closed.  

 
PARKS AND REC 

All activities are at the 
Community Wellness Center, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Cardio/toning class. New 
session in progress now. 
Low impact aerobics plus 
core/major muscle group 
strengthening, Mondays and 
Wednesdays 5 to 6 p.m. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 

Yoga at Durbin Library 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and at 
Linwood Center Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 

Taekwondo, Wednesdays, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 

  
CHURCH NOTICES 
Central Union United 

Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Bible Study Tues-
days at 1 p.m. Led by Pastor 
Tim Scott. 

Marlinton United 
Methodist Church – Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. Parking lot 
service on 90.3 FM radio or 

join us on Facebook. Bible 
Study Thursdays 1 p.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m. 

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 11 
a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church  – Worship 10 

a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 

Service 10 a.m. 
Edray United Church – 

Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. Wed-
nesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and Wor-
ship 10 a.m.; Preaching and 
Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m. Book of 
Daniel. 

Fundraising, Outreach and Evaluation Coordinator  
High Rocks is a growing organization seeking a team member in our Development 

Office. Responsibilities include grant writing and reporting, private donor manage-
ment, community outreach, evaluation and data collection. Strong candidates for 
this position will have a background in fundraising, grant writing, and/or community 
outreach and will enjoy work in a team setting. Applicants with excellent writing skills 
who are comfortable communicating with donors are preferred.  

High Rocks Educational Corporation is an innovative team environment with a 
solid mission to educate, empower, and inspire young people in West Virginia. We 
are a leader in transforming the lives of young people and the impact they have on 
their communities. At High Rocks, we value an unwavering commitment to excellence 
and honesty and a deep understanding of our programs and operations. We believe 
that all of our team members are learning and growing at High Rocks and place a 
strong emphasis on continued training and professional development. We operate 
seven transformational programs for young people in West Virginia and beyond; our 
work touched more than 6,000 young West Virginians last year alone. We work to 
provide full scholarships to all our programs, partnering with more thsn 50 active 
private and public funding partners and grants at the local, state, and federal level 
to make these opportunities possible across the state.  

Learn more about our programs and opportunities at www.highrocks.org.  
Salary: $44,000 - $58,000, depending on education and experience. Based in 

Hillsboro, WV, with some potential to work in Lewisburg part of the week. This posi-
tion is full-time, at-will, with eligibility for benefits including flexible workplace, health, 
vacation, and retirement, and professional development opportunities.  

Minimum Qualifications:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent work experience recommended.  
• Grant writing and fundraising experience  
• Detail-oriented and organized  
• Strong communication skills, including strong written communication  
• Computer skills a must, including Excel  
• Experience with Salesforce, QuickBooks, and advanced Excel functions a plus  
• Some travel required. A background check is required since we work with vul-

nerable populations and Workforce WV. Must be able to pass a drug screening.  
Please consider applying even if you do not meet all of the 

qualifications but think you would be a strong fit. Training is 
available. 

 Reports to: Director of Development. 
 For a complete list of responsibilities, or to apply: Please 

send a letter of interest or cover letter, résumé, writing sample 
and references to High Rocks, ATTN: Summer Martin, 
summer@highrocks.org.

AUCTION SALE 
Saturday, October 26 • 10 a.m. 
986 Monroe Draft Road, Ronceverte, WV. 

From Union, take Rt. 219 north to Organ Cave and 
Rt. 63 toward Caldwell about 1.5 miles. From 
Lewisburg, take Rt. 219 South to Organ Cave. 

Lot of crocks from 1 - 10 gal., rocking churn, large 
dough bowl, lot of Blue Willow dishes, Carnival 
glass, quilts, various old churns, large collection of 
Capodimonte dishes, Gone With The Wind oil 
lamps, many other lamps, mantle clocks, pocket 
knives, corner cabinet, antique sideboard, hall tree, 
pie safe, china hutches, large secretary, oak table 
and 4 chairs, spinning wheel, refrigerator, Husq-
varna riding mower, curved glass oak hutch, approx. 
15 guns (shotguns and rifles) - all guns will be reg-
istered.  

This is only a portion of the personal property of 
the estate of Thomas B. and Drema Lucas, Jim 
Lewis, Executor. Food available.  

Terms: Cash settlement day of sale 
Auctioneers: Kermit (#479), Billy (#605)      

and Ben Morgan (#2196) 
Phone 304-667-6849 or 304-647-5970Travis Taylor 

Contracting, LLC
304-704-1045

Now installing 
Seamless 
Gutters

13616 Back Mountain Road,
Durbin, WV 26264WV055922

POPESPocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
NOW'S THE TIME FOR PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON CHAIN-SAWS,
LOG SPLITTERS AND OTHER COLD
WEATHER POWER EQUIPMENT. 

              SHOOTING  
      MATCH 

Saturday, Oct. 26 • 6 p.m. 
 I.0.0.F. Lobelia Lodge #386, Lobelia Road, Hillsboro 

 No choke tubes or sleeves. 
Not responsible for accidents. No alcohol allowed on premises.
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leaves, all the experience 
they have gained leaves with 
them, and the Town is forced 
to start all over again. It has 
not been an easy process.  

We appreciate the NFIP 
State Coordinator and Proj-
ect Officer. Both  have 
worked closely with our 

FPM. Community education 
is a huge part of understand-
ing the need. Ultimately, our 
goal is to keep coverage 
available, save lives and 
lessen property damage, if 
confronted with any future 
event. We welcome other in-
formation related to assess, 
technical assistance or other 
floodplain management 
practices. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sam 

Mayor’s, 
from page 4

Calendar, 
from page 4

County Football – we never 
give up!”  

A team made up of mainly 
sophomores carried most of 
the load during the game 
versus Pendleton County, 
whose team was led by nine 
seniors. Pendleton’s Head 
Coach even remarked, “This 
year’s team is the best team I 
have ever coached!”  

Everyone knew this was a 

building year for the War-
riors, and it is games like this 
that add the experience this 
young team needs. Can you 
imagine what this team will 
be capable of when all these 
sophomores are seniors?  

The Warriors get to lick 
their wounds as they have a 
bye-week this week.  

Their next game will be at 
home – last home game of 
the season – celebrating Sen-
ior Night. The Warriors will 
face-off against the 2-6 Ty-
gart’s Valley Bulldogs at 
Warrior Field at 7:30 p.m. 

Warriors, 
from page 9

The Middle School War-
riors will travel to Clay Bat-

telle Middle School Cee 
Bees Thursday, October 24. 
Kickoff is at 6:30 p.m.  

The stadium is located at 
6226 Mason-Dixon High-
way in Blacksville, WV.

Young, from 
page 9



John Moss built a home 
where the Bank of Marlinton 
stands. He operated a barber 
shop there. 

When Marlinton became 
the county seat in 1892, 
many families moved here 
from Huntersville. 

Some of the first homes to 
be built about this time were: 

The Lock McClintic resi-
dence, now occupied by his 
widow and daughter. 

Uriah Bird home, now 
Miss Pearl Carter’s recon-
structed home. 

S. L. Brown home, located 
on the corner near John 

Sydenstricker. 
Capt. A. E. Smith home, 

owned by Eugene Daet-
wyler. 

Scott Rucker home, 
owned by Mrs. Eskridge. 

Clawson McNeill home 
across the corner from Lock 
McClintic residence, owned 
by G. D. Wooddell. 

The Boyd Bartlett home 
near the Clark Hotel. 

The King home, occupied 

by the Richard Currence 
family. 

When the brick court-
house was built, the bricks 
were burned on Hamilton 
Field. The remaining bricks 
went in to Marlinton’s first 
brick home. It was built by 
Capt. Smith and is now 
owned by Genevieve and 
Arnout Yeager and is occu-
pied by Mrs. Grace Yeager 
and her son, Arnout.

Moore’s house. A panther at-
tacked some boys one night 
long since opposite Hugh 
Dever’s on the spruce bank. 

 
DUNMORE 

Keep your smokehouses 
and granaries locked. A lot 
of dogs have been shot about 
Dunmore. 

Very dry and smokey. It 
has been trying to rain for 
several days, and the smoke 
is so thick that the rain can-
not get through. 

There is enough rock in 
the road between Dunmore 
and Frost to build a wall 
around Jericho 40 feet high. 

 
RAILROAD WORK 

Pitts Camp is working 
about 120 hands, divided 
into five gangs, working on 
the hillside opposite the 
mouth of Stony Creek. 
While there are a few teams 
and carts at work, most of 
the force is employed in pick 
and shovel work. A large 
force of men and teams 
worked several days in 
breaking up the surface soil 
two hundred feet through a 

dense thicket of small laurel 
and other brush. This is 
where the road emerges into 
the bottomland and the fill 
commences. 

Solid rock, covered with a 
thin layer of soil was struck 
above Colonel Gay’s fields. 
Here the rock is broken up 
by blasting, and the debris 
removed by crowbar, pick 
and shovel. The work is in-
teresting to watch. After a 
shot, the air is full of small 
stones for a hundred feet 
around, and large rocks are 
blown into the middle of the 
river... 

 
DIED CAPTAIN 

 WILLIAM L. McNEEL 
   It becomes our mournful 
duty to announce the death 
of this distinguished citizen 
of our county, which oc-
curred at his residence near 
Hillsboro Friday, October 
13, 1899, aged about 78 
years. 

For more than fifty years, 
he was a prominent busy 
man of affairs on various 
lines of business endeavor, 
merchandising, farming, 
grazing, and dealing in live-
stock on an extended scale 

In the War Between the 
States, his lot was with the 
Confederate cause, and he 

made a distinguished record 
for fidelity to duty, unflinch-
ing judicious bravery in bat-
tle and extraordinary kind- 
ness and consideration for 
the soldiers under his com-
mand. Since the war, his fel-
low citizens were ever ready 
to honor him by any means 
in their gift. He represented 
his senatorial district in the 
West Virginia Legislature. 

He was a well-informed 
person and was a friend of 
good moral, honorable busi-
ness methods and liberal ed-
ucation, and would rank 
anywhere as a model citizen, 
and a high-toned West Vir-
ginia gentleman. From early 
youth to the present time, the 
writer has known and es-
teemed this lamented man as 
a special friend and feels this 
to be a notice by no means 
such as his true worth de-
serves... 

When the supreme mo-
ment came, this good, brave 
and honored man went to 
rest, gently as a little child, 
and now bivouacs in his 
silent tent in dreamless re-
pose. – W. T. P.  
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MARLINTON OFFICE 

304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  

Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 

www.property4u.com 

NEW LISTINGS

MORE LISTINGS

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth?  

Find out BEFORE you lease. Call us TODAY 

about how you can join. wvminerals.com

6716 – Rainelle. 1BR/1BA 
newer tiny, elevated 
home. – $24,900

6673 – Hill Country.  
2-3BR/2BA quality 
built home with base- 
ment on 8.05 acres. 
Quiet country set-
ting. Three bay gar-
age with 10’ RV bay. 
Large garden area. 
Small orchard. – 
$299,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6200 – Mill Point. 
105 +/- acres border-
ing Rt. 39 and just 
steps from huge sec-
tion of national for-
est. Nice mountain 
views. Near Cran-
berry Glades and the 
Highland Scenic 
Highway. – $235,000

6664 – Dunmore. 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA 
West Virginia moun-
tain home with large 
covered porch, patio 
and convenient park- 
ing area on 2 acres. 
Just a short drive to 
all area attractions. – 
$279,000

6665 – Elkins. 3-4BR/2BA 
home, with large cinder-
block garage, concrete 
floor and large attic. 
House needs full rehab. 
As-is. Cash sale. – $14,900

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

5175 – Beaver Creek. 
2.03 level to rolling 
acres of woodland. 
Lot 4. Nice building 
sites. Near Watoga 
State Park, Green-
brier River and Trail 
and Knapps Creek. 
Seller wants offers. – 
$24,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6578 – Hillsboro/ 
Mill Point. Lot B8. 
Lovely 3.3 wooded 
acres close to nation-
al forest, Highland 
Scenic Highway, 
Summit Lake, Cran-
berry Glades, Will-
iams and Cherry riv-
ers. – $17,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6715 – Dunmore. 3BR cozy cabin with one 
full and two half baths on 9.72 acres locat-
ed in a quiet wooded area. Steps from state 
forest and near Greenbrier River and Trail. 
– $495,000

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

WE COME                   
TO YOU! 

• From oil changes to 
complete rebuilds 

GEAR UP FOR 
WINTER!  

We’ll help you get  
your equipment ready 

 
Independent dealer

On-site          
Solutions        

for Smooth      
Operations

Hillsboro -  
Call to schedule! 
540-815-8159

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2024 Chevy 
COLORADO LT  

Crew cab, 4x4, alloy wheels,  
rear camera, remote start. 

$41,940

24193

2025 Chevy 
ALL NEW EQUINOX LT 

All wheel drive. Same great vehicle with 
so many new improvements including 

column shift and a new exterior.  
Test drive today! 

MSRP $35,270

25024

2024 Chevy 
SILVERADO RST Z71  

Crew cab, 5.3 V8, leather,  
center console. Loaded. 

MSRP $64,265 
Price Drop – $4,706 

Bonus Cash – $2,750 
Rebate – $1,250 

Sale Price = $55,559 
SAVE $8,706! 

24176

2024 Chevy 
SILVERADO RST Z71  

Crew cab, 5.3 V8, cloth,  
remote start, heated seats. 

MSRP $60,495 
Price Drop – $4,706 

Bonus Cash – $2,750 
Rebate – $1,250 

Sale Price = $51,789 
Save Big Now! 

24164

2025 Chevy 
SILVERADO 3500 HD LT  

Dually, Duramax Diesel, leather.  
Ready to work, haul and enjoy! 

MSRP $77,035 
3.9% for 60 months for 
well-qualified buyers 
when approved with  

GM Financial.

25034

Fall  
Savings

Trivia Answers: (1)  
Joe DiMaggio (2).  “Did 
you feel it.” (3). Germany 
(4). Joe DiMaggio

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Lawrence Madison, of Mar-
linton, a son, Samuel Lee. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. War-
ren Dale McKenney, of Mar-
linton a daughter, Susan 
Raye. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lance Kelly, of Hillsboro, a 
son, Dulaney Nicolas. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Karol Puffenbarger, of Hills-
boro, a daughter, Cristi 
Anne. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
William O. Taylor, Jr., of 

Dunmore, a son, William 
Orville Taylor, III. 

 
DEATHS 

Mrs. Carrie Jane Selmon, 
66, of Bartow; born in High-
land County, a daughter of 
the late Charlie and Sally 
Sponaugle Barkley. Burial in 
the Monterey Cemetery in 
Monterey, Virginia. 

Mrs. Mary E. Simmons 
Fertig, 36, of Eleanor; born 
at Stony Bottom, a daughter 
of Mrs. Alma Simmons and 
the late Charles Simmons. A 
graduate of Green Bank 
High School. Her husband, 
Winfred Fertig, and one 
daughter preceded her in 
death. Funeral service from 
the Edray church with burial 

in Mountain View Cemetery. 
Mrs. Dona L. Cottrell, of 

Marlinton, a daughter of 
Salem and Maxine Jordan 
Elza. Funeral service from 
the Marlinton Methodist 
Church with burial in Moun-
tain View Cemetery. 

 
A BIT OF HUMOR 

A hypocrite is a man who 
prays on Sunday, and preys 
on his fellowmen the rest of 
the week. 

The most desirable quality 
in a nose is not its length or 
shape, but that it is not found 
in other people’s business. 

America: a place where 
we jump traffic lights to save 
seconds and wait patiently 
for hours on the first tee.

50, from  
page 7

History, 
from page 7

75, from  
page 7

The Pocahontas Times  Subscription Rates  
• In-County ~ $35  • In-State ~ $43 

• Out-of State ~ $43 • Online only ~ $29  
• Print and Online ~ $59  

Call 304-799-4973 or email  
jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 
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