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We are thankful for all of our partners, our communities and our         
friends and neighbors who make Pocahontas County so special.                     

From all of us at the CVB and the entire hospitality industry,                         
we wish you a great, healthy 2025.  Happy New Year!

Be thankful–  
we are!

May your New Year 
Be filled with  
Prosperity, 

Good Health and  
Happiness. 

Our Sincere thanks  
for your 

continued Patronage.

Our branch will close at 3 p.m. December 31, 
and be closed Janaury 1

304-799-4640 
www.bankatcity.com
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Staff Writer 

 

The main focus of all 
schools is academics 
–  making sure stu-

dents learn all they need to 
know before they go out into 
the world to pursue their ca-
reer path. To do that, it is im-
portant that the students are 
at school and not missing out 
on vital instruction. 

Attendance can be a strug-
gle. It’s nearly impossible for 
a student to not miss a few 
days due to illness, doctor’s 
appointments or other issue. 
Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when it was a re-
quirement to stay home, 
attendance has been an issue 
for all schools. 

That’s why at Green Bank 
Elementary-Middle School 
principal Missy Jordan and 
assistant principal Chloe 
Schaffner are implementing 
new programs to increase 
student attendance. 

When the administrators 
began brainstorming ideas, 
GBEMS had a 92.7 percent 
attendance average which 
sounds good, but as 
Schaffner pointed out, it’s 
actually the equivalent of 
getting a D in class. 

With this in mind, as well 
as inspiration from recent 
training, the two have shifted 
focus to get students thinking 
about attendance every day. 

“Someone from the state 
education department came 
and presented to all the ad-
ministrators in the county, 
and he said a lot of things 
that resonated with me, but 

the main thing that really 
struck me, was when he said, 
‘If I walk into your school 
building, what would I think 
was your focus?’” Jordan 
said.  

When she pictured the 
school in her mind, Jordan 
saw it is the trophy case that 
stands at the entrance of the 
school. 

GBEMS turns attendance into fun competition

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

The Warrior spirit 
remains a part of 
the alumni who 

spent their formative years 
at Pocahontas County High 
School. After graduating, 
alums may leave the 
county to pursue a career, 
only to return for family 
visits or class reunions, but 
the support for the school 
remains. 

This spirit has remained 
for many members of the 
PCHS Class of 1986, so 
much so that they pulled 
funding together to replace 
the school sign directing 
motorists to the football 
field. 

Class representative 
Shelly Dean Hartmann said 
the sign has been in bad 
shape and she approached 
her classmates to see if they 
would be interested in help-
ing the school replace it. 

“What inspired us to do 
this is the old sign looks re-
ally, really bad and the old 
carpentry folks – like Mike 
Rogers – and others built it 

when we were in school,” 
she said. “The school has 
tried to fix it, but it’s falling 
apart.” 

When Hartmann ap-
proached ag teacher Andy 
Friel about the sign, he sug-
gested not only replacing 
that sign, but adding an-
other sign near the entrance 
to Allegheny Mountain 
Radio for motorists ap-
proaching the school from 
that direction. 

Friel also suggested 
lighting the signs. 

The class pulled together 
$3,000 for the project and 
presented it to Friel. The 
plan is for the agriculture 
students and Jonathan Tay-
lor’s carpentry students to 
build the two signs. 

Hartmann said it’s a 
great project to show the 
students how they can help 
the community with their 
efforts and how former stu-
dents are there to help the 
school, as well. 

“We’re trying to show 
them that by working to-
gether, we’re helping the 
community,” she said.

PCHS Class of 
’86 gives back 
to alma mater

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Following in his 
dad’s footsteps, 
Lane Wilfong, 11, 

of Warm Springs, Virginia, 
has become quite the sheep 
showman. The son of Ben 
and Kayala Wilfong, Lane 
has been showing sheep for 
six or seven years. 

This past November, Lane 
showed at the North Ameri-
can International Livestock 
Exposition in Louisville, 
Kentucky, where he won 
National Champion Bred 
and Owned Futurity, Eastern 
Regional Champion Futurity 
and National Reserve 
Champion Overall Futurity. 

“On those awards, the 
Dorset Association has a 
competition for all the kids 
in the country that if they 
raise a sheep, they enter it 
and show it all summer long 
and get points at every 
show,” Ben explained. “At 
the end of the year, the top 
five placing points are tal-
lied up and then that’s what 
determines the placing.” 

Lane showed a sheep 
raised from his flock and an-

other sheep that he pur-
chased from a breeder in 
Ohio. 

It was a busy summer for 
the young farmer, but he 
said he enjoyed learning 
how to show sheep and 
carry on the family tradition. 

“My brother did it and so 
did Dad,” he said. “It’s fun 
to do in the summer.” 

Lane’s father, Ben, is the 
National Vice President of 
the board, and the Wilfong 
family – which also includes 
Lane’s younger brother, 
Colton, and younger sister, 
Kinsley –  show sheep, as 
well. Older brother Jaryd 
showed when he was 
younger but no longer joins 
the family on the road. 

“We travel across the 
country,” Ben said. “There’s 
a national show for all jun-
iors in the summer and it 
moves around the country. 
This year it was in East 
Lansing, Michigan, at 
Michigan State University. I 
think there were thirty-four 
hundred sheep, and more 
than seven hundred kids 
competed up there. 

“[Lane] did really well 
there,” he continued. “He 

was fifth overall in his 
showmanship division and 
had several top five winners 
in actual showing.” 

“He has to do it by him-
self,” Ben said. “I’m not al-
lowed to help him in the 
show ring.” 

The Wilfongs also have 
beef cattle, but they stick to 
showing sheep. Ben recalls 
winning his first trophy in 
1987 when he was four. 

“It’s just been in my 
blood,” he said. “I got away 
from it for a few years when 
the cattle business really 
took off. Once the kids got 
old enough, they showed in-
terest in it, and it was just 
the perfect fit for the fam-
ily.” 

Along with showing on 
the national level, Lane is 
also a 4-H member and 
shows sheep locally. Al-
though he has access to cat-
tle and could move on to 
showing beef when he gets 
older, Lane said sheep are 
easier to work with and 
teach. 

“I’ll probably stick to 
sheep,” he said. 

Suzanne Stewart, sastewart 
@pocahontastimes.com
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Have a Happy and  
Prosperous New Year!

$100

ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD Lane Wilfong, son of Ben and Kayala Wilfong, of Warm 
Springs, Virginia, spent the summer working with and showing his two sheep – up 
and down the east coast. At the North American International Livestock Exposition 
in Lousville, Kentucky, Wilfong – shown above with his dad – won National Cham-
pion Bred and Owned Futurity, Eastern Regional Champion Futurity and National 
Reserve Champion Overall Futurity. Lane also joins his family in showing sheep at 
other competitions. Photo courtesy of Ben Wilfong

AT GREEN BANK Elementary-Middle School, principal Missy Jordan and assis-
tant principal Chloe Schaffner have implemented new programs to improve student 
attendance, and the students have taken to it very well. Above, the kindergarten class 
poses with the attendance trophy in front of the thermometers that measure the 
weekly attendance per grade. Each week, the class with the highest attendance rate 
wins the trophy to display in the classroom. S. Stewart photo

see Fun pg 6



This time of year, many 
people are looking for 
last-minute stocking 

stuffers for the children in 
their lives. While consider-
ing those gifts, West Vir-
ginia’s Problem Gambling 
Help Network (WVPGHN) 
wants to remind parents and 
other caring adults that lot-
tery tickets, gambling gift 
cards, and gambling games 
are inappropriate for chil-
dren under age 18. This year, 
a particular concern is mo-
bile betting gift cards. On-
line gambling has become 
increasingly popular, espe-
cially among young people, 
and is frequently mentioned 
as a primary type of gam-
bling by 1-800-GAMBLER 
helpline callers. According 
to the National Council on 
Problem Gambling, youth 
are 2-4 times more likely 

than adults to develop a 
gambling problem. Also, the 
earlier a person begins gam-
bling, the greater the likeli-
hood of developing a 
problem with gambling. 

“We consistently receive 
more calls for help from 
younger peopl,” Maricel 
Bernardo, Program Director 
of the Problem Gambling 
Network said. “Online  gam-
bling has exploded, and kids 
are inundated with betting 
ads. Many parents don’t re-
alize that this is not a harm-
less activity for teenagers. 

The younger they start gam-
bling, the more likely they 
are to become addicted, and 
this disorder can have devas-
tating consequences. Parents 
should not encourage this 
behavior by giving their kids 
lottery tickets or online bet-
ting gift cards.”  

Anyone experiencing 
problem gambling issues can 
call or text 1-800-GAM-
BLER or chat online 
at 1800Gambler.net  

To learn more about youth 
gambling, visit  GetAhead 
OfTheGame.net

The following hearings 
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court 
before the Honorable Judge 
Robert E. Richardson: 

Defense counsel for 
Joshua Kincaid, 39, of Mar-
linton, asked that a trial date 
be set for this case. The 
court noted that a new pros-
ecutor and a new judge will 
take office January 1, 2025, 
therefore this court is reluc-
tant to set a trial date at this 
time. Kincaid was indicted 
on one count, conspiracy; 
two counts, conspiracy; one 
count, receiving or transfer-
ring stolen goods. 

In person sentencing was 
held in the case the State vs 
Christopher Gibson, wherein 
the defendant was sentenced 
to the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Corrections for an 
indeterminate period of not 
less than one year nor more 
than five years. Gibson will 
be permitted to serve his 
sentence on monitored home 
incarceration on weekdays 
and will self-report to the 
Tygart Valley Regional Jail 
on Fridays by 7 p.m. to be 

incarcerated through week-
ends and released each Sun-
day at 7 p.m. Weekend 
incarceration will continue 
six months – until June 30, 
2025. 

Home incarceration fees 
were lowered for Derek S. 
Hannah, 38, of Marlinton. 

A hearing on motion to re-
voke bond was held in the 
case the State vs Angela 
Turner, 50, of Marlinton. 
The defendant admitted to 
the allegations in the petition 
and the court found that she 
had violated her probation. 
An evidentiary hearing is set 
for January 22, 2025. 

A hearing on petition to 
revoke probation was held in 
the case the State vs Casey 
Crabtree, 28, of Marlinton, 
wherein the state advised the 
court that the defendant has 
not been properly paying 
restitution payments as or-
dered by the court at the 
(September 14, 2023) sen-
tencing hearing. The court 
denied a defense motion to 
dismiss the petition. The 
court treated the matter as a 
modification and reduced 

restitution payments from 
$300 to $200 per month.  

Jonathan K. Bennett, 35, 
of Marlinton, appeared by 
video from Tygart Valley 
Jail for an arraignment hear-
ing in which he pleaded not 
guilty to one count, burglary, 
a felony; one count, tres-
passing, a misdemeanor; one 
count, stalking, a misde-
meanor; one count, harass-
ment, a misdemeanor.  

Jonathan K. Bennett, 35, 
of Marlinton, appeared by 
video from TVRJ for an ar-
raignment hearing wherein 
he pleaded not guilty to one 
count, driving a vehicle 
while impaired by alcohol 
and/or a controlled sub-
stance, and such was the 
cause of a crash which led to 
the death of Josey W. Arm-
strong; one count, negligent 
homicide; and one count, 
operating a vehicle while li-
cense was suspended by the 
Magistrate Court for failure 
to appear for a hearing. 
Bond was set at $50,000 
cash/surety with the added 
condition of home incarcera-
tion.
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Circuit Court

Daily Specials!  
Call or visit our FB page

WEEKEND SPECIAL -  
FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY:  

Chef’s Choice

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

Starting at 7 p.m. Nightly 
221 Eighth Street, Marlinton

LIVE MUSIC AND  
KARAOKE  

DEC. 27 AND 28

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Closed December 23 
through January 2. 
Reopening Friday, 
January 3, 11 a.m. 

7847 Seneca Trail      
Hillsboro 

304-653-2646

The Pocahontas County 
Grand Jury returned a 
three-count indict-

ment against two individuals 
with regard to the May 19, 
2024 death of Josey W. Arm-
strong. 

Jonathan K. Bennett, 34, 
of Marlinton was indicted on 
one count, driving a vehicle 

while impaired by alcohol 
and/or a controlled sub-
stance, and such was the 
cause of a crash which led to 
the death of Josey W. Arm-
strong; one count, negligent 
homicide; and one count, op-
erating a vehicle while li-
cense was suspended by the 
Magistrate Court for failure 
to appear for a hearing.  

Matthew R. Anderson, 28, 
of Arbovale, was indicted on 
one count driving a vehicle 
while impaired by alcohol 
and/or a controlled sub-
stance, and such was the 
cause of a crash which led to 
the death of Josey W. Arm-
strong; and one count negli-
gent homicide.  

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

At the December 17 
Pocahontas County 
Board of Education 

meeting, superintendent 
Lynne Bostic recognized 
2024-2025 Teacher of the 
Year Erin Murphy as well 
as the winners of the county 
spelling bee. 

Murphy, who is an Eng-
lish/language arts teacher at 
Marlinton Middle School, 
was announced as the 
county Teacher of the Year 
back in May at the Super 
Scholars event. 

“She is definitely a life-
long learner, and she instills 
that into her students,” 
Bostic said. “When I walk 
into her classroom, the stu-
dents are engaged, they’re 
excited, she’s doing unique 
strategies, and they all 
know what to do and when 
to do it.” 

Murphy explained one of 
her favorite lessons is for 
the students to take on the 
role of teaching.  

“Toward the end of the 
year, I take something that 
I’ve already taught, and I 
assign them that standard 
and they have to teach it to 
their class,” she said. “They 
have to make a PowerPoint. 
They have to do guided 
notes for it. They have to 
make a test. They have to 
make an answer key. They 
have to come up with an in-
teractive quiz to do with 
their peers. They have to 
grade the quiz.” 

The lesson flips the class-
room dynamic, and Murphy 
said she has seen improve-
ment in state assessment 
scores since she started im-
plementing this lesson. 

“When I looked at the 
state assessment, I could 
identify the standards that I 
used for that,” she said. 
“My kids scored the best on 
it. Not only are they teach-
ing their peers, but their 
peers are also being taught 
by somebody that maybe 
can explain it better than I 

can because they’re on the 
same level.” 

The board thanked Mur-
phy for her continued ef-
forts in the classroom and 
congratulated her for being 
selected as Teacher of the 
Year. 

Bostic also announced 
the county spelling bee win-
ners – third place, Bailey 
Goodwin; second place, 
Silas Dean; and first place, 
Brayden Ray. She said Ray 
will move on to compete in 
the regional spelling bee 
and will represent Pocahon-
tas County well. 

In other business, Bostic 
reported that she received 
word from the West Vir-
ginia School Building Au-
thority that, regretfully, 
stated Pocahontas County 
Schools did not get funded 
for its Major Improvements 
Project grant application. 

She said they will con-
tinue to seek funding and 
apply for the smaller, but 
still effective Needs Project 
which funds up to $1 mil-
lion for projects. 

Regarding Pocahontas 
County High School, Bostic 
said the West Virginia De-
partment of Education and 
the West Virginia Education 
Information System depart-
ment have provided training 
for administrators to work 
on transcripts. 

In other matters: 
• Director Kristy Tritapoe 

gave an update on pre-
school, special education 
and federal programs. She 
provided information on the 
preschool enrollment up-
dates and said the applica-
tions will be ready on 
January 3. 

Tritapoe said she re-
ceived several donations to 
give to preschool applicants 
including backpacks, water 
bottles, binoculars, an ac-
tivity book designed by IT 
professional Krisi Hamons, 
and crayons. 

She added that the special 
education program is re-
viewing IEPs to make sure 
everything is in order and 

the school system is com-
pliant according to state re-
quirements. 

Lastly, Tritapoe said she 
has requested technical as-
sistance from the state edu-
cation department regarding 
federal programs. That de-
partment will provide spe-
cial training assistance to 
Tritapoe and Stephanie 
Burns. 

In financial management, 
the board approved pay-
ment of vendor listing, pay-
ment of local government 
purchasing card, employee 
payroll, extra duty pay, 
grant awards, summary of 
schedule of revenues and 
expenditures on a cash basis 
and budget adjustments. 

In miscellaneous man-
agement, the board ap-
proved the following: 

• Resolution urging West 
Virginia to stabilize the 
Public Employees Insur-
ance Agency (PEIA). 

In personnel manage-
ment, the board approved 
the following: 

• Resignation of Kaylea 
Kelley as fifth grade teacher 
at Green Bank Elementary-
Middle School, effective 
April 10, 2025. 

• Employment of Phillip 
Propst as volunteer basket-
ball coach for boys at Green 
Bank Elementary-Middle 
School for the 2024-2025 
school year. 

• Employment of Carrie 
Curry as special educa-
tion/classroom/bus aid for 
Hillsboro Elementary 
School for the remainder of 
the 2024-2025 school year, 
for a term of 110 days. 
Term of employment shall 
be 200 days each year 
thereafter. 

• Resignation of Tresten 
Taylor as CTE teacher of 
business at Pocahontas 
County High School, effec-
tive January 5, 2025. 

The next board meeting 
will be Tuesday, January 7, 
2025, at 6 p.m. at the board 
of education conference 
room, 404 Old Buckeye 
Road.

Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter 

 

The “on again, off 
again” potential pur-
chase of the currently 

leased county landfill, has 
again been stalled because 
of the wording in agree-
ments and in the actual 
deed. 

At its last meeting, the 
Solid Waste Authority and 
its attorney, David Sims, re-
viewed the proposed deed 
and made changes including 
removing some of the side 
agreements from the deed 
and including them in a sep-
arate agreement. During the 
December 17 commission 
meeting, the commission 
presented the side agree-
ment and other changes to 
attorney Josh Hardy who 
represents the sellers – the 
Fertig Family – who were 
seeing these changes for the 
first time. Hardy said he 
would need to review those 
documents with his clients. 

That delayed, once again, 
what was set to be the final 
agreement for the sale. One 
additional issue this caused 
is that if the sale is not com-
pleted by January 1, 2025, 
the Solid Waste Authority 
will owe a quarterly lease 
payment to the Fertig Fam-
ily. Hardy said he could try 
and get the documents re-
viewed by then, but was un-
sure if that is possible given 
the holidays. He was as-
sured that the new docu-
ments did not significantly 
alter the content of what was 
already contained in the 
deed, just moved some 
things from being in the 
deed into a separate agree-
ment, however Hardy said 
that, while the revised deed 
and agreement appear at 
first glance to be ok, he still 
needs to review them thor-
oughly with his clients to 
ensure that is the case. 
Hardy said if it is all the 

same, why not just approve 
the earlier version of the 
deed, as that could be done 
now at this meeting. That 
suggestion was not accept-
able to Commissioner Jamie 
Walker – who is also a Solid 
Waste Authority Member. 
Walker insisted the side 
agreements not be included 
inside the actual deed, but 
be presented as a separate 
agreement. 

Walker offered a motion, 
which passed – that the total 
price of the sale - 
$157,297.50 – will be ac-
ceptable if the sellers review 
and accept the documents 
prior to January 1, and that 
no additional lease pay-
ments will be added to that 
sale price if the acceptance 
is reached before the new 
lease payment is due on Jan-
uary 1, 2025, even if the ac-
tual closing occurs after 
January 1. His motion stated 
that this only applies if the 
seller approves of the 
changes before January 1, 
but if the seller finds the re-
vised deed and agreement 
unacceptable, the additional 
lease payment will be added 
to the sale price on January 
1, but the remaining lease 
days after the sale actually 
occurs will be prorated and 
any unused lease payment 
amount will be returned to 
the buyer. That motion 
seemed to be acceptable to 
both the buyers and the 
seller, but still leaves the 
sale “up in the air” for now. 

Also at the meeting, Mar-
linton Mayor Sam Felton re-
iterated his request that the 
commission donate $30,000 
to Durbin and $30,000 to 
Marlinton to be used as local 
match funds for Mon Forest 
Towns Partnership grant 
writer Sarah Cottingham to 
use for grants she writes for 
each town. Felton said Cot-
tingham has a good record 
of leveraging local match 
funds into much larger grant 

awards. It should be noted, 
that during the December 12 
commission meeting, when 
this issue was discussed at 
length, the commission did 
not actually vote to approve 
awarding the $60,000, as 
this reporter erroneously re-
ported they did.  

Based upon a motion at 
December 17 meeting by 
Commissioner John Rebin-
ski, the commission did vote 
to donate the $60,000 – half 
to the Town of Durbin and 
half to the Town of Marlin-
ton- although it was stated 
the towns could work it out 
between them if one needed 
a little more than half and 
the other a little less. Walker 
asked why Hillsboro was 
not included, and Felton ex-
plained it is because Hills-
boro is not a Mon Forest 
Town.  

In other business, the 
commission: 

• awarded the only bid re-
ceived for gasoline for the 
county offices for 2025. It 
was from Woodford Oil, at a 
cost of Rack Price plus 15 
cents per gallon delivered. 
At today’s price that would 
be about $2.07 per gallon. 

• approved the PMH 
HVAC Project resolution 
#7; to pay invoices totaling 
$89,662 and also Resolution 
#7 for the Public Service 
District’s Thornwood Water 
Extension Project to pay a 
$560 EPA fee. 

• approved a request from 
James Exline of Pocahontas 
Center to park flood evacua-
tion buses at the ARC lot on 
Third Avenue in Marlinton.  

• appointed Erica Clark 
and Hannah Scrafford to the 
Parks and Recreation Board 
and appointed Leshia Cas-
sell to the 911 Advisory 
Board. 

• agreed to schedule inter-
views with the three appli-
cants for a part-time worker 
position at the Animal Shel-
ter.

Changes to the landfill 
deed and ancillary side 
agreement to be reviewed

Grand Jury returns indictments 
for negligent homicide

Lottery tickets and  
gambling are not for kids

BOE recognizes winners

Like and  
Follow us on 

Facebook 
The 

Pocahontas 
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Laura Dean Bennett 
Staff Writer 

 

Naturally, when Old 
World immigrants 
came to the New 

World, they didn’t leave 
their precious apple trees or 
the traditions associated with 
apples behind. One of those 
traditions was that of “was-
sailing the apple trees.” 

The ancient Celtic pagan 
tradition of wassailing has 
roots that go back to the 
Middle Ages in Britain and 
beyond.  

Wassail is derived from 
the Anglo-Saxon  waes 
haeil  meaning “to be 
healthy.” The ritual was in-
tended to drive evil spirits 
from the orchard and en-
courage a healthy apple crop 
the next summer. 

The wassail tradition was 
celebrated in many parts of 
Britain on January 17, a date 
known as “Old Twelvy 
Night.” In other parts of the 
British Isles, the pagan ritual 
was anglicized and included 

in Christmas celebrations.  
One of the trees in the or-

chard would be selected to 
be the Apple Tree Man -     
the guardian and representa-
tive of the entire orchard. 
Noise to scare away evil 
spirits would be made by the 
clattering of pans or blowing 
of horns before there would 
be a torchlight procession 
around the Apple Tree Man 
accompanied by the singing 
of a traditional Wassail song.  

To wish good health to the 
orchard, cider containing 
roasted apples would be 
poured on the roots of the 
Apple Tree Man and cider-
soaked toast would be hung 
as an offering on the tree’s 
branches by the orchard 
King and Queen (usually 
played by two children). 

A Wassailing cup or bowl 
was used to dip the toast be-
fore hanging it in the trees. 
This tradition of dipping the 
piece of toasted bread is said 
to have given rise to the ex-
pression “to make a toast.’ 

In some places in today’s 

Britain, a modern version of 
wassailing, usually taking 
place between Christmas and 
New Year’s Day, has been 
making a comeback. In some 

communities, apples are 
blessed in churches on Saint 
James’s Day, July 25.   

For the past decade, stu-
dents from Greenbrier 
and Monroe counties 

have participated in compe-
titions to increase young 
people’s understanding of 
Martin Luther King’s life 
and career. Third graders 
take part in an art contest 
and students from fourth 
through eighth grade partic-
ipate in an essay contest.  

This year Pocahontas 

County students will have an 
opportunity to be a part of 
the competitions. 

Parents who would like 
their child to participate, 
should contact their school 
principal or Stephanie Burns 
at the Pocahontas County 
Board of Education Office.

The Library Lines team 
is celebrating Christ-
mas this week. We’re 

reprinting the holiday letter 
we sent out to our mailing 
list. If you didn’t get a letter 
and would like to next year, 
drop me a line at joe@poca 
hontaslibrary.org  

We write to extend warm 
wishes for a joyous holiday 
season! 

This has been an eventful 
year in the PCL and VIC 
system. For the first time, we 
have co-directors at the li-
brary. Hallie Herold ensures 
that the libraries continue to 
operate as smoothly and ef-
ficiently as always, while I 
work on securing ongoing, 
steady sources of funding. 

It’s been another busy 
year! We recorded more than 
31,000 visits across our five 
branches. That’s an incredi-
ble figure in a county with 
fewer than 8,000 residents. 
You simply don’t see those 
numbers in most rural li-
braries. 

I’ve been with the library 
for only a few months, but 
that’s plenty of time to real-
ize how much each branch 
means to its community. I 
was at Green Bank when 
volunteers washed all the 
toys from the children’s sec-
tion. I met community lead-
ers who willed Linwood into 
existence. I read financial 
records showing the gen-
erosity that built a new facil-
ity in Durbin. I saw the 
Friends of the Hillsboro Li-
brary buy new furniture for 
the community room. I 
joined the visitors traipsing 
to McClintic to admire the 
art contest entries at Pioneer 

Days. 
In a recent Library Lines 

column, I noted that library 
use decreases when patrons 
have to travel further to 
reach them. 

We staff five full-service 
branches—one in each of 
our communities. That 
means we can offer services 
tailored to each community 
and that more of our resi-
dents can take advantage of 
those services. When you 
check out a book, read a 
magazine through Libby, 
browse the Internet from our 
public WiFi, borrow from 
our seed library, visit an ex-
hibit or attend a program, 
you’re telling the world that 
public libraries are impor-
tant. We are grateful for each 
and every one of you. 

But maintaining those 
services across five branches 
is expensive. Public funds 
are finite and fickle. A warm 
winter or a change in county 
priorities creates the poten-
tial for large swings in an-
nual funding. Donations 
from the public help to sta-
bilize our funding. 

I ask those of you who are 
able to please consider a gift 
this holiday season. You can 
send your donation to PCL 
and VIC, 500 Eighth Street, 
Marlinton WV 24954; drop 
it off in person; or donate on-
line at www. pocahontasli 
brary.org 

Thank you all for being 
part of our library commu-
nity! 

Warmest regards, 
Joe Miller and Hallie 

Herold 
Co-directors, PCL and 

VIC 

1. What Steven Spielberg 
Holocaust film was based on 
a historical non-fiction book 
by Thomas Keneally? 

2. 1944’s “Absent in the 
Spring” is one of the non-
mystery novels this author 
wrote under the name Mary 
Westmacott. Who was she? 

3. “This” children’s litera-
ture classic has a chapter 

called “The Puppies Arrive.” 
4. Born a slave, Sethe es-

capes to Ohio but is haunted 
by memories of a lost baby 
in “this” Toni Morrison 
novel.

Wassail the 
Apple Trees

Pocahontas to join 
Greenbrier Valley 
Martin Luther 
King Day contests 

304-636-7732
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net 

Celebrating Another  
Great Year  
of Doing Business  
Here With All of You 

The support of this community is the 
cornerstone of our success, and we feel 

truly blessed to have so many 
wonderful friends and customers 

here. In 2025 and beyond, we remain 
committed to providing the best 

possible service, selection and value to 
our customers, and we look forward to 

your continued visits. 

With Our Gratitude, Happy New Year! 
Glades  

Building Supply 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Saturday 

304‐799‐4912 
19456 Seneca Trail    Marlinton, WV 24954

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

Closing Dec. 24 at 2 p.m; Closed Chistmas and New Year’s Day

  Next day availability on medications or               
OTCs not in stock • Over-the-counter items 

• Easy prescription transfers 
• Health and personal care products 

• Coffee Shop • Gifts 

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

Outstanding service 
from people you know.

Amy Kelley, PharmD, Kelley Warner 
and Lisa Burdette, CPhT,  and          

Quin Hatfield, PharmD

Download our App!

Individuals with an associate degree or 60+ hours         
towards a bachelor's degree can serve as substitute 

teachers in Pocahontas County Schools! Find             
information on getting started here: bit.ly/PCS_ Subs 

Questions? Call 304-799-4505 ext. 2230

see Wassail pg 10
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The poorest guy… 
In the human race… 
Can have a…. 
Million-dollar face. 
 
Unless your face… 
Is stinger free… 
You’d better let… 
Your honey be.

A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

Library Lines
by Joe Miller, 

Director of Development

TRIVIA – a little 

something to think about



PUBLIC NOTICE  
All Green Box sites will 

be open from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Thursday, December 
26, and Thursday, January 2. 

Town of Marlinton 
garbage pickup for Tuesday 
and Wednesday will be De-
cember 27. 

The Marlinton Town Of-
fice will close at noon Tues-
day, December 31, and re- 
open Thursday, January 2.   
Garbage pickup will be Jan-
uary 2. 

Pocahontas County 
Landfill and the Solid 
Waste Office will close at 
noon New Year’s Eve and 
remain closed New Year’s 
Day. 

The Pocahontas County 
Solid Waste Authority re-
minds all Pocahontas Coun-
ty residential property own- 
ers that the 2024 Green Box 
Fee must be paid by Decem-
ber 31, 2024 to avoid the 
10% late fee. 

Free Day at Pocahontas 
County Landfill for dis-
posal of up to one pickup 
truck load of residential 
garbage will be Monday, De-
cember 30. Landfill hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
both dates. 

Green Boxes winter 
hours: Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. 
and Wednesdays and Satur-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
MEETINGS 

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, sec-
ond Monday of each month 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClin-
tic Library. Everyone wel-
come. 

Upper Pocahontas Com-
munity Cooperative second 
Monday of each month 6:30 
p.m. at Durbin Community 
Library. Call 304-456-4994 
for more info. 

 

EVENTS 
First Day Hike at Wa-

toga State Park Wednesday, 
January 1, 2025, 11 a.m. 
Meet at the Activities Build-
ing. Two-mile hike includes 
stops to explore animal 
tracks and learn about the 
history of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps. Warm lay-
ers and sturdy boots are 
advised. Hot coffee and co-
coa will be served after the 
hike. 

 
LIBRARY EVENTS 

All Pocahontas County 
Libraries will accept non-
perishable food donations 
through January 2 to be 
added to the Be Kind Boxes 
in place of overdue fines.  

New! Budding Book-
worms Playgroups at Mc-
Clintic Library, Thursdays, 
10:30 to11:30 a.m. and at 
Hillsboro Library, Saturdays, 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

“Hello Universe” Book 
Club for fifth through sev-
enth graders. After school 
until 6 p.m. Hillsboro Li-
brary on Tuesdays and Mc-
Clintic Library on Thursdays.  

“Paper Towns” Book 
Club for eighth through10th 
graders at McClintic Library. 
Wednesdays, after school, 
until 6 p.m.  

Friday Fun at Durbin 
Community Library Fridays 
from 4 to 5 p.m. for ages 
three to 10. 

Budding Bookworms at 
Green Bank Library Wed-
nesdays at 10:30 a.m. Story 
time and play group for chil-
dren ages five and younger, 
accompanied by a grown up. 
Cancelled when schools are 
closed.  

 

PARKS AND REC 
Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 

p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 
Yoga at Durbin Library 

Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and at 
Linwood Center Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 

Taekwondo, Wednesdays, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 

  
CHURCH NOTICES 
Marlinton United Meth-

odist Church – Worship at 
11 a.m. Parking lot service 
on 90.3 FM radio or join us 
on Facebook.  

Central Union United 
Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m.  

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 11 
a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church  – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Church – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Festive Cheese Ball 
12 oz. cream cheese, room 

temperature  
1 1/4 cups crumbled blue 

cheese 
2 cups grated cheddar 

cheese 
1/2 cup grated onion  
1 Tbsp. Worcestershire 

Sauce 
2 tsp. soy sauce 
2 cloves garlic, finely 

minced 
1/4-1/2 tsp. red pepper 

flakes, or more to taste  
1 Tbsp. chopped parsley  
Chopped pecans or wal-

nuts  
Blend together all ingredi-

ents except nuts.  Form into 
a ball then roll in chopped 
nuts.   Chill.   Serve with 
crackers or raw vegetables.    

 
Artichoke Squares 

2 - 6 ounce jars marinated 
artichoke hearts  

1 clove garlic, finely 
minced 

1/2 cup onion finely 

chopped  
2 cups grated sharp ched-

dar cheese 
4 large eggs 
1/2 cup Italian bread-

crumbs 
1/2 tsp. dried oregano 
1/2 jar diced pimento, op-

tional   
1/8-1/4 tsp. salt 
1/8-1/4 tsp. pepper 
Preheat oven to 325 de-

grees.   Grease a 9x13-inch 
baking dish, set aside    

Drain liquids from one jar 
of artichokes into skillet.   
Sauté onion and garlic until 
soft.  Drain liquid from other 
jar and discard. Chop arti-
chokes.  

In mixing bowl, beat eggs 
then add breadcrumbs and 
oregano.  Stir in onion mix-
ture, chopped artichokes, 
cheese, pimiento and a dash 
of salt and pepper.  Pour into 
greased baking dish.   Bake 
30-35 minutes.    Cool, cut 
into squares and serve. 
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Community Calendar

New Year’s Eve Bingo! 

December 31 • 9 p.m.  
(doors open at 8 p.m.) 

Green Bank Firehouse 
Please bring a drink or snack  
to share with everyone.

see Calendar pg 6
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Looking for ways to 
avoid being finan-
cially exploited?   In 

today’s world, an ounce of 
prevention is worth its 
weight in gold and silver 
combined.      

We are hearing more 
about financial scams, online 
fraud, and other rip-offs. 
We’re sitting ducks, evi-
dently. 

Just about anyone with 
more than $100 to their 
name can become the target 
of those who would happily 
rip them off without regret 
and then blame the victim 
for “letting them” do it. 

Financial exploitation is 
happening every minute of 
every day. The victims are 
often too embarrassed and 
reluctant to tell anyone. 

The Federal Trade Com-
mission reported $10 billion 
in consumer fraud losses 
during 2023, a 14% increase 
over 2022.  

The agency received 2.6 

million complaints from 
adults in every age group for 
a variety of scams, with 
nearly 100,000 people re-
porting losses of $10,000 or 
more. Investment scams ac-
counted for almost half of 
the fraud losses. 

To lower the chances of 
such losses happening to 
you, here are three worth-
while protective meas-
ures. Common sense helps a 
lot also. 

Sign up online for the free 
service from the U.S. Postal 
Service that emails you im-
ages of the mail you will re-
ceive each day. Some may 
feel this is unnecessary, but 
it allows you to watch for fi-
nancial statements, family 
messages, packages, or other 
important documents hours 
before they arrive. The email 
is proof that such an item is 
to be delivered to you. 

You can also choose to 
have a trusted family mem-
ber or friend receive these 
emails about your daily mail. 

If they see something suspi-
cious or an unexpected 
change in your mail patterns, 
they may be able to detect 
exploitation or a scam and 
alert you to take action. 

It’s easy to benefit from 
this free service. Sign up on-
line at informeddelivery. 
usps.com Protecting your 
mail is also protecting your-
self from horrible surprises. 

A second way to minimize 
the possibility of financial 
exploitation is to give your 
debit and credit card compa-
nies permission to send you 
emails or text messages for 
purchases, withdrawals, and 
other transactions above a 
certain amount that you se-
lect. 

This free financial moni-
toring method gives you 
early warning of any suspi-
cious charges or other activ-
ity. Acting quickly can 
prevent further fraud.  

Check online or call the 
company to find out how this 
notification service can work 
for your benefit.  

The third protective meas-
ure is to select and work with 
a “watchdog.”  

You and the watchdog, a 
trusted relative or friend, can 

set up an informal arrange-
ment to discuss financial and 
budgeting decisions and un-
dertake planning to assure 
long-term financial well-
being. It’s not a typical topic 
of conversation, but it can be 
highly effective. 

No formal document is 
needed because this helpful 
person will simply provide 
their input on financial 
choices to be sure the right 
things are happening for 
you. 

Of course, part of the 
arrangement will be that you 
are willing to listen seriously 
to your watchdog’s opinions 
and guidance. Otherwise, it 
will be frustrating for all.  

Knowing that you have a 
backup for such important 
directions in life, an extra 
brain to evaluate a situation, 
helps assure that you can 
protect your financial well-
being and not fall victim to 
scammers or thieves. 

For assistance with finan-
cial exploitation concerns 
and other legal matters, state 
residents who are 60 or older 
may contact West Virginia 
Senior Legal Aid at 800-
229–5068 or  info@senior 
legalaid.org 

To you and yours, 
peace on earth at 
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  
We have the ingredients 

for both.  
How we handle these in-

gredients determines the out-
come. 

I want to thank our Poca-
hontas County Commission, 
once again, for granting the 
request for a one-time dona-
tion of $60,000 on behalf of 
Pocahontas County’s two 
Mon Forest Towns. This 
seed money will help bring 
about the vision for moving 
both Towns in a positive di-
rection. Rest assured, the 
trust given to Woodlands and 
the MFTP to properly handle 
and multiply this funding 
will not be in vain. This 
commitment is not just 
Christmas coming early for 
the towns of Durbin and 
Marlinton. These funds can 
enable the first steps leading 

to a series of Happy New 
Years. It will not happen 
overnight.  

What is your vision? 
For now, each Town has 

$30,000 in the bank. It will 
not be spent willy-nilly. It 
must be used as an invest-
ment for the future. We all 
want our projects completed 
in the first six-months or a 
year. It seldom happens that 
way. Pray for individual 
committee members who are 
willing to commit two, three 
or four years of their life and 
who want to see their com-
munities improve.  

Each will have to come to-
gether and work out the best 
options. Plan your work – 
Work your plan. Bring for-
ward a project the town 
council can support. Under-
stand, the project will have 
the support of The Mon-For-
est Towns Partnership. Both 

What’s 
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

Senior 
Legal Aid

Deb Miller, JD Volunteer 

see Mayor’s pg 10



Melondy Phillips 
Staff Writer 

 

As winter swoops in, 
colds, flu and sore 
throats are bound to 

follow. Doctors were not al-
ways right around the corner 
or present in 24-hour urgent 
care facilities. So how did 
the colonists make it through 
these chilling times without 
a doctor a phone call away 
and what were some of their 
old-time solutions to reliev-
ing the many wintertime ail-
ments? 

This article is for informa-
tional purposes only and 
should not be used in place 
of medical advice. 

Having a winter medicine 
cabinet was crucial, but 
knowing how to use the 
items in it was just as impor-
tant. “The Family Physi-
tian,” by George Hartman, 
was published in 1696. The 
highly sought after book 
contained more than 500 
pages of approved and expe-
rienced remedies for the cure 
of almost all human diseases 
for home healthcare. 

Elderberries are listed as 
the primary ingredient in 
several recipes within the 
pages of this comprehensive 
text. With medicinal uses 
dating back thousands of 
years, even Hippocrates 
called elderberries “the med-
icine crest” due to its many 
health benefits. Some of the 
ailments that have been his-
torically treated with elder-
berries include anemia, 
cough, colds, flu and diges-
tive issues. Adding honey to 
elderberries produces a syn-
ergistic effect, multiplying 
its benefits. 

Ginger and lemon hot tea 
is nothing new. Both ginger 

and lemons are high in an-
tioxidant, are anti-inflamma-
tory, anti-viral, anti-bacterial 
and anti-fungal. For one 
treatment of bad fevers, this 
book lists a process for puri-
fying and fermenting lemon 
juice so that it should last for 
five to six years (before re-
frigeration). Lemons contain 
limonene which aids diges-
tion while ginger has been 
used for nausea and diges-
tion issues. Ginger also con-
tains salicylate which is a 
compound that naturally 
thins the blood. 

Mullein is a common 
weed that freely grows 
throughout most of North 
America and up into Canada. 
Used for respiratory issues 
such as cough and cold, 
asthma and bronchitis, as 
well as tonsillitis, mullein 
contains compounds that 
help suppress cough while 
thinning any mucus that is 
present. According to the 
National Institute of Health, 
ursolic acid (UA - a com-
pound in mullein) “may in-
hibit main protease of 
SARS-CoV-2, and inhibits 
the interface flanked by 
SARS-CoV-2 viral proteins 
and its entry point com-
monly recognized as an-
giotensin converting enzyme 
2 (ACE2). In addition, UA 
attenuates SARS-CoV-2-in-
duced inflammatory reac-
tions and oxidative stress. 
Therefore, UA could avert 
SARS-CoV-2 infection from 
causing acute lung injury.” 
The anti-inflammation com-
pounds in this traditional 
herb may even help reduce 
pain associated with rheuma-
toid arthritis. 

Slippery elm, which 
comes from the inner bark of 
the slippery elm tree, was a 

standard for treating sore in-
flamed throats. The high 
level of mucilage coats and 
sooths throats while helping 
to calm persistent cough. It 
was also used as a laxative to 
aid detoxification, help with 
acid reflux, for coating the 
stomach to relieve IBS and 
other stomach issues, and as 
a poultice for skin wounds 
and ailments. Because of its 
high mucilage content, slip-
pery elm may interfere with 
the absorption of medicines. 

Cayenne pepper is a com-
mon culinary spice that 
packs a potent pain-relieving 
punch. It’s one of my main 
go-to remedies for a sore 
throat, including strep throat. 
When the cayenne in a hot 
tea first hits a sore throat, it 
burns fiercely, however, after 
a few seconds the capsaicin 
can desensitize the nerves, 
causing a numbing effect in 
some people. CAUTION: 
It’s best to start with a tiny 
pinch then SLOWLY work 
your way up as it is tolerated. 
Cayenne pepper has a long 
list of health benefits, in-
cluding but not limited to 
anti-inflammatory, anti-viral, 
anti-bacterial, anti-fungal, 
antioxidant, pain manage-
ment and circulation im-
provement. 

Turmeric is another long 
standing medicinal and culi-
nary herb. This member of 
the ginger family has been 
used as a remedy for in-
flamed joints, and for diges-
tion, and for respiratory and 
skin issues. I normally part-
ner turmeric with cayenne 
and black pepper for a sore 
throat due to allergies or 
sickness, or for joint inflam-
mation after a long day of 
working hard outside. 

White horehound contains 

a compound called marru-
bin. This bitter herb has been 
used for centuries to treat 
sore throats, coughs and 
even gallbladder and diges-
tive concerns. White hore-
hound is a powerful expect- 
orant used to thin mucus se-
cretions, helps reduce spa-
sms in the stomach and 
intestines, decrease swelling 
(inflammation), and may 
even lower blood sugar and 
blood pressure. Black hore-
hound has been used for nau-
sea, vomiting, nervous dis- 
orders, cough, spasms, gout 
and infection of the  in-
testines by parasites.  Taking 
large amounts of horehound 
may cause vomiting. It is not 
advised to use horehound 
during pregnancy as it may 
stimulate contractions and 
cause miscarriage. 

The NIH states, “Exten-
sive pharmacological studies 
have demonstrated that mar-
rubiin displays a suite of ac-
tivities including antino- 
ciceptive [pain relieving], 
antioxidant, antigenotoxic 
[ability to reduce DNA dam-
age caused by substances 

Old Time Concoctions

Veterinarian

Pritt 
Well Drilling, 

Inc. 
Water Wells 
WV010682  

Drilling since 1938 
304-653-4491  
304-653-4900

Farm ~ Home 
Auto 

L. Jay Kniceley    
Insurance 

Stop by our office! 
818A Tenth Avenue 

Marlinton 

304-799-6243 
For all your insurance 

needs

Painting  Insurance  Restaurant

Insurance

Construction  Auto Repair                               

Pet Grooming

  Well Drilling                                                                    Well Supplies          

ALL TYPES          
OF HOME           

IMPROVEMENT!  

Burgess  

Construction 
TOP-NOTCH        

CRAFTSMANSHIP AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE! 
LICENSED & INSURED 

304-799-6143 
WV048016

Handyman

Shipping Solutions

Bryant  
Construction, LLC 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
WV026274 

Specializing in Residential 
and Commercial Construction 

304-799-4399 

Septic Services 

 Excavator

Rt. 219 Buckeye • 304-799-0860 

 Buckeye  
Hardware 
GET WHAT YOU NEED! 

• Hardware • Plumbing    
• Electrical  • Fencing       
• Storage Solutions         
• Lawn and Garden             

• Pet and Livestock Needs 
• U-Haul Rental and more 

Auto Parts           

Parts Store 
• State Inspections • Tires           
• Batteries • Auto Servicing        

• Mechanic on Duty
Open Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - noon   

Durbin • 304-456-4505 

VARNER 
ATV Sales/Service

WV058103  

BACKHOE • DOZER  
GRADER • EXCAVATOR  

DUMP TRUCK  
CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER 

Free Estimates 
Michael Miller 

Spruce Flats Rd., Buckeye 
304-799-2339 • 304-646-6695

Frankford  

Vet Hospital 

MARLINTON  
OFFICE 

410 Second Avenue,  
in Humane Society 

Building 
Mon. and wed. 

 10 - 3 p.m. 
304-799-6181 

Julie Gibson, DVM 
Megan Fansler, DVM 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

TOM’S GARAGE 
1526 UPPER NORTH FORK RD.,               

GREEN BANK 
We have a new supplier and                   

can now do 

COMPLETE EXHAUST                               
SYSTEM SERVICING! 

Give us a call! 

304-456-3445 
Please leave message 

The MUCK 
TRUCK

Septic and Grease Trap Service
Portable Toilet Rental

Competitive pricing!
Fenwick

304-846-4600 • 304-651-2788
WV#2304-1625

BACK
OFF!
We Ain't

Hauling Milk.

Hardware

Rowan  
Well      

Supplies 
 Water well            

pumping systems,  
sales and installation 
304-591-0272 
304-704-3764 

WV004493

ACCOUNTING,         
PAYROLL & SMALL 

BUSINESS HELP 
 All Business Reports and 

Taxes, Personal and          
Corporate Tax Returns             

Notary Public 
30+ Years’ Experience 

GILARDI TAX SERVICES LLC 

304-456-4787 
1346 Thornwood Road • Bartow 

gilarditaxservices@live.com

Assisted Living

Septic Tank                     
Installation,             

Repair & Pumping    
Quality Service               

Affordable Rates          
Certified, licensed Installer 

WV#54-93-0015 
VARNER CONSTRUCTION  

DURBIN, WV  
304-456-4505  
304-456-4509 

A-1 Pumping          
         LLC

Home 
Owners

    When was  
the last time 
your septic 
was pumped? 

Pumping your septic tank: 
• Eliminates messy cleanups 
• Avoids costly repairs and   
saves your drain field 

 
www.theouthousewv.com 

Call today!   

304.456.5466

MR. PAINTER
Residential      

and Commercial           
Painting 
Billy Dunz, 

Owner/Operator 
WV048559

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Interior and Exterior Painting 

Power Washing 
Epoxy Garage Flooring 

Phone 304-799-7152 
Cell 304-618-9420 

mrpainter25@frontier.com

Stacy Tawney, DVM  
304-799-6803 

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Large/Small Animals • Farm Calls 
150 Carl McCarty Drive 

4.2 mi. N on Rt. 28 from         
Huntersville intersection  

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Septic Services

Home Furnishings
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furnishings and          
accessories for the 

way you live. 
Showroom and Warehouse 
616 First Avenue,  Marlinton 

304-799-6235 

Furniture

Affordable, Personalized 
Quality Senior Care. 

Private and semi-private rooms. Offering 
physical, occupational and speech therapy. 
Owner and administrator, Denise Campbell, RN 

Contact us for more information: 

304-636-3900 
521 Davis Avenue, Elkins

Accounting/Payroll

Own a small business?   Is growing your business 
worth $22/month?   Just $66 for three months, 

plus a free classified  each month.  

THE 
KICKIN’ 

CHICKEN 
and MORE!  

 
DINE IN / CARRY OUT 

Roasted Chicken, Soups, Salads, 
Pizza, Burgers Hoagies, Sides & more! 
598 Cass Road, Slatyfork             
across from the Inn at Snowshoe  

304-572-4444 
Tues. - Sat. Noon - 8 p.m. 

Weekly specials on Facebook

Fabric Shop

Insurance for 
Home • Auto • Life 

•Business • Farm  
Retirement Products 

304-799-6303 
1100 10th Ave,. Marlinton

TIRES IN STOCK! 
24-Hour Wrecker & 

Rollback Service

F&F  
Service CenterLLC  

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners  

• Tires in stock • State Inspections                          
• 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments 

• General Auto Repair

Rt. 39 Huntersville 

304-799-6431  
Night 304- 799-6079•304-799-7148

 WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? FIND THE RIGHT MATCH HERE!  

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

Donna Nash, Owner/Operator 

304-799-7277 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
SUN. - THURS. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

3099 Browns Creek Rd., Marlinton 
(3 miles north of the Huntersville intersection)

 Donna’s  
Tails A’ Waggin 
PET GROOMING

 Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins 
304-636-7732 

M-F 9 a.m - 6 p.m. Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net

 

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

New Kits Available!       
Fabrics, patterns, notions, 

batting and backing 
Mon. - Wed. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
805 2nd Ave. Marlinton 

681-318-0767

SIGN UP TODAY!  
304-799-4973  

204 Eighth St. Marlinton 
304-992-7355 
www.almostlocalhub.biz

 
 
 

•PACKAGE SHIPPING        
DROP-OFF AND PICKUP 

•B&W AND COLOR COPIES 
•SMALL JOB PRINTING 
•CO-WORKING SPACE                            
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GATHERING RESOURCES TO keep on hand doesn’t 
help much unless the knowledge of how to use them is 
also present; wisdom is even better. Photos courtesy of 
Pixabaysee Time pg 8



by Dawn Reed 
 

I can’t stop thinking about 
that first Christmas mor-
ning.   

Mary and Joseph must 
have been exhausted, men-
tally and physically. So 
much had happened: an un-
expected pregnancy, the dis-
belief-at first-of Joseph, a 
long trip to Bethlehem to 
pay taxes, no room in the 
inn, unexpected guests. 

Lying in the manger was 
the Son of God - the greatest 
gift the world would ever 
know. It had happened just 
like God had said it would. 
The virgin had indeed given 
birth as Isaiah had declared 
700 years before it happened 
(Isaiah 7:14). It came to pass 
in Bethlehem, just as Micah 
foretold (Micah 5:2). After 
centuries of waiting, the 
Messiah had come.  With no 
fanfare, no balloons, no 
flowers.   

God’s most precious treas-
ure had come to earth. Made 
of flesh and blood. He would 
change the world. He would 
change EVERYTHING. 

When Adam and Eve 
sinned in the Garden, God 
knew how it would need to 
go. He promised to send a 
Savior. And He did. When 
the time had fully come, 
God sent His Son (Galatians 
4:4). Oh, the love that 
brought salvation’s plan! 

A bit ago, my son and his 
new bride were in. One 
evening we were at the table; 
she was learning to play 
Rook (a life skill). Everyone 
was laughing. I looked over 
at my smiling son who has a 
dark brown beard and my 
heart lurched. How had God 
done it? I thought to myself. 
How had He given His Son? 

Suddenly, my eyes filled 
with tears. He noticed. “Are 
you OK?” he whispered 
with concern.  “Yes,” I 
squeaked out. But I wasn’t. 
At that moment, I was un-
done by the love of God. 
How had He given His most 

precious treasure to save 
mankind? I love all y’all, but 
I wouldn’t give my son up 
for anyone. 

This Christmas, as we 
open our presents, let’s also 
ponder and cherish the price-
less, magnificent Gift in the 
manger.   

“For God so loved the 
world, He gave His Only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in Him will not perish, but 
have everlasting life,” John 
3:16. Amen and amen.

Larry Chestnut 
Larry Joseph Chestnut, 88, 

of Neola, died Friday, De-
cember 20, 2024 at Genesis 
Nursing Home in White Sul-
phur Springs.  

Born August 1, 1936, Joe 
was a son of the late Edward 
Chestnut and Mabel Grace 
Trainer Chestnut.  

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
brothers, Murl Chestnut, Bill 
Chestnut, George Chestnut, 
Howard Chestnut and Grady 
Chestnut.  

He is survived by brothers, 
Franklin Chestnut (Dreama), 
of Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
Bernard Chestnut Sr. 
(Marie), of White Sulphur 
Springs; and sisters, Lucy 
Cahoon, of Clifton Forge, 
Virginia, Mary Grace Chest-
nut, of Lewisburg, and Erma 
Jean McKinney (George), of 
White Sulphur Springs.  

Funeral service will be 
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, De-
cember 28, 2024, at VanRee-
nen Funeral Home in 
Marlinton.  

The family will receive 
friends from noon to 1 p.m. 

Burial will be in the 
Chestnut Family Cemetery 
on Little Back Creek, 
County Rt 601, in Bath 
County, Virginia.  

A meal will follow at 
Mountain Grove Commu-
nity Church.  

Susan Shaw 
Susan Simpson Shaw, 79, 

peacefully passed away Sun-
day, November 24, 2024, in 
Lake Wylie, South Carolina.   

Born April 16, 1945, in 
Marlinton, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Helen Spitzer 
and John R. “Jack” Simpson. 

Susan spent most of her 
life in Charlotte, North Car-
olina, and Lake Wylie, South 
Carolina.   

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her grandparents, Pete and 
Trudie Johnson Spitzer; her 
youngest son, William Blake 
Shaw; and her aunt, Dotty 
Hiner Mitchell. 

She is survived by her 
sons, Lawrence M. Shaw, Jr. 
(Karen), of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and John P. Shaw 
(Wanda), of Lake Wylie, 
Clover, South Carolina; 
granddaughters, Avery Shaw 
Rogers (Patrick) and Julia E. 
Shaw, all of Charlotte, North 
Carolina; sister, Cynthia S. 
Hattersley, of Statesville, 
North Carolina; niece, Patri-
cia Pettengill (Michael), of 
Statesville, North Carolina; 
and many dear cousins. 

A celebration of her life 
will take place in the spring.  

Latricia  
Underwood 

Latricia Ann Underwood, 
86, of Buckeye, peacefully 
passed away Friday, Decem-
ber 6, in Marlinton.   

Born February 27, 1938, 
and growing up in Mt. Look-
out, she was the beloved 
daughter of the late Earl and 
Virginia Legg. 

On her 16th birthday, Feb-
ruary 27, 1954, with her 
dad’s permission, she mar-

ried the love of her life, Otis 
Edward Underwood, who 
preceded her in death April 
14, 2023.  

Trish was a devoted wife 
and homemaker, together 
she and Otis created a loving 
home, first in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and then, in 1985, after 
Otis retired from Ford Motor 
Company, they moved to 
Pocahontas County, living 
out the rest of their lives 
there. As a faithful servant of 
Jehovah, her life was a testa-
ment to her faith, inspiring 
others. She was a source of 
comfort and strength to all 
who needed a listening ear, 
providing strength and com-
fort to all. Her life was a 
model of steadfast devotion 
to her faith, family and con-
gregation. 

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by a son, 
Ricky Allen Underwood; 
and daughter, Tina Louise 
Underwood.   

She is survived by her 
brother, Barry Legg, and 
wife, Linda, and their chil-
dren, Rhonda (Phil) Ket-
chum, Joel (Pam) and 
grandchildren. Trish’s lega-
cy of love and kindness con-
tinues through her grand- 
children, Jason (Melissa) 
Scott Underwood, of Odes-
sa, Texas, Jennifer (Jeff) 
Lynn Schade, of Gainesville, 
Georgia, and Jamie Marie 
Underwood, of Lubbock, 
Texas. She was a proud 
great-grandmother to Bryce 
Underwood, of Midland, 
Texas, Keyauna Underwood, 
of Odessa, Texas, Xavier 
Underwood and Mollie Un-
derwood, both of Odessa, 
Texas,  Sierra Schade, of At-
lanta, Georgia, Hayden 
Schade and Bayleigh 
Schade, both of Gainesville, 
Georgia, Alucia Newnan, of 
Asheville, North Carolina, 
and Lillian Mason and 
Mitchell Mason, both of 
Lubbock, Texas; and a great-
great-grandmother to Aer-
abella and Zendaya, of 
Odessa, Texas.   

She is also survived by 
many other family members 
and friends who loved her 
and will miss her. Trish be-
lieved wholeheartedly in the 
resurrection and the words at 
Revelation 21:3,4 “He will 
wipe out every tear from 
their eyes, and death will be 
no more neither will mourn-
ing nor outcry nor pain be 
anymore. The former things 
have passed away. 

“We take comfort in our 
hope of seeing her again 
soon in the “new world to 
come.”  

The family would like to 
express our deepest gratitude 
to Pocahontas Center for the 
loving care that they gave to 
our beloved Trish. 

A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, January 
18, 2025,  at 4 p.m. at King-
dom Hall, 5900 Franklin 
Blvd, Cleveland, Ohio.  

Zoom information Meet-
ing ID: 853 8366 8212 Pass-
word: 81575 

Lantz Funeral Home is 
honored to help the Under-
wood family in their time of 
need. 

Walter Warder 
Walter Paul Warder, 82, of 

Slaty Fork, passed away 
Wednesday, November 20, 
2024, in Mon General Hos-
pital.  

Born October 2, 1942, he 
was a son of the late Paul 
and Audra Warder.  

A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, December 
28, 2024, at 1 p.m. at Camp-
belltown Church with Pastor 
Sam Felton officiating.

“My wheels started turn-
ing and then he said ‘what-
ever you’re putting out there 
is what everybody is going 
to focus on, so think about 
what you’re putting out 
there,”’ Jordan said. 

The first change made at 
GBEMS was to the bulletin 
board at the main entrance. It 
was removed and replaced 
with paper thermometers for 
each class to measure atten-
dance. 

The thermometers are 
used for a friendly competi-
tion Jordan and Schaffner set 
up as part of the attendance 
incentive. 

“We have a grade level 
competition and it’s just their 
overall percentage of atten-
dance for the week,” Jordan 
said. “There is a trophy – it’s 
a traveling trophy that goes 
from class to class.  

“First thing Monday 
morning when they’re walk-
ing by –  we have a little 
paper cup we put by the ther-
mometer – so they know 
who is going to get the tro-
phy,” she added. 

Students are so eager to 
win the cup each week, some 
have started encouraging fel-
low classmates to attend and 
try to make sure everyone is 
at school. 

Jordan said she has had to 
assure students many times 
that excused absences – such 
as doctor’s appointments –
do not count against them in 
the competition. 

In addition to the weekly 
class trophy competition, 
there are also other activities 
to recognize improvement 
and the school’s overall at-
tendance. 

“For instance, yesterday, 
we had six grade levels that 
were all here,” Jordan said. 
“We only had five students 
in the whole school absent 
which is probably a tie for 
our lowest number in a day. I 

recognized all the grade lev-
els that had a hundred per-
cent attendance. We give 
shout outs to individual stu-
dents –  and have an an-
nouncement for behavior 
and attendance.” 

There are also short breaks 
mixed in when   a big atten-
dance goal has been met. 
Since attendance is at-ten-
dance, Jordan will get on the 
loudspeaker and announce a 
dance break at 10 a.m. 

“We also want to recog-
nize growth and improve-
ment,” Jordan said. “Our 
eighth grade was down in the 
upper 80s, which was really 
low and every week since we 
really started focusing on 
this, they first went to 93 and 
now they have been 96 or 
higher every week.” 

The attendance programs 
are working and the school 
not only improved but had 
the highest attendance per-
centage for the first nine 
weeks in the entire county –
a fact made obvious by the 
sign planted right outside the 
main entrance at the school. 

Adding to the competition 
and recognition, Jordan and 
Schaffner are working on 
communication about atten-
dance – with students, staff 
and parents. 

“We reached out to our 
kids with the most absences 
who are chronically absent,” 
Jordan said. “We’re working 
on the fly – we want it to be 
more parent friendly and 
offer suggestions and re-
minders of those things in-
stead of it being punitive and 
automatically talking about 
truancy.” 

Getting everyone on board 
has made a difference, and 

the incentives have really 
helped, too. 

The school has now con-
nected the Positive Behavior 
Individual Support System –
PBIS – to attendance and are 
rolling out a new incentive 
that is individual based. 

“The last piece that we’ve 
just added is we have our 
PBIS program set to roll out 
after Christmas break,” Jor-
dan said. “It’s three-fold – 
academics, attendance and 
behavior. We decided to do a 
little trial run this week and 
next week and have a movie 
and popcorn the last day be-
fore Christmas break.” 

Students who have im-
proved their academics, at-
tendance and behavior 
during those two weeks will 
enjoy a movie and popcorn 
that day. 

The students are also get-
ting involved with promot-
ing attendance incentives 
through the school newslet-
ter which is sent home to all 
parents and families. 

“It’s a student-driven 
newsletter and they have 
asked if they could do an ar-
ticle about our change,” Jor-
dan said. 

“We have dedicated a 
page or two strictly for at-
tendance,” Schaffner added. 

The attendance incentives 
have grown so much that 
they are now including 
friendly competition with 
other schools in the county. 

“I saw an idea that two 
other counties did  during 
football season,” Schaffner 
said. “One of our biggest 
events of the year for our 
middle school is the county 
basketball tournament. We 
talked to Nebraska Scotchie 

at [Marlinton Middle 
School] and we’re having an 
attendance competition be-
tween Marlinton Middle bas-
ketball and Green Bank 
basketball.” 

The tournament already 
has an athletic trophy and ac-
ademic trophy, so this year, 
it will also include an atten-
dance trophy. The team with 
the highest attendance rate 
will win. 

The losing school’s princi-
pal will have to wear the op-
posing team’s school colors 
at the tournament. 

“I told them, ‘orange is not 
my color, guys, so you better 
be getting this figured out,’” 
Jordan said. 

The best part is – the plan 
is working, and it gives Jor-
dan and Schaffner encour-
agement to think of new 
programs to continue the up-
swing in attendance. 

“To know that ours was 
the highest in the county for 
the first nine weeks – that 
was exciting for us to find 
out because we didn’t really 
start this until the end of the 
first nine weeks,” Jordan 
said. “Now we’re seven 
weeks into doing this. It kind 
of energizes me to continue 
to think of different things.” 

“I went to the attendance 
conference with Julie Shiflet 
and Phillip Anderson was 
there [from Marlinton Ele-
mentary School], Missy Hill 
from Marlinton Middle and 
Lois Wilfong from the high 
school,” Schaffner said.  

“It gave me a lot of ideas 
to try to implement.  

“Little, simple things that 
can make a big difference.”
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Obituaries

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

Obituaries are pub-
lished free of charge 
up to three column 
inches with a $5 per 
column inch charge 
thereafter.

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-1282

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Marlinton Church of Christ, 
Lakeview – Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 

Worship 10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. Wed-
nesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

New Vision Praise and Worship, 
215 Fifth Street, Marlinton – Praise and 
Worship 10 a.m.; Preaching and Teach-
ing 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Rt. 219 

Buckeye Hill – Sunday School 10 
a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of God, Beard 
Heights – Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m. Book of Revelation.
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The Gift in 
the Manger

Dawn Reed



Thursday, 
December 25, 1924 

 
I can very well remember 

when the height of my ambi-
tion was to own a covered 
wagon. Every farmer who 
had a covered wagon could 
take a trip and make about 
twenty dollars clear money 
in a week’s pleasurable ex-
citement. The only cash out-
lay was the toll on the Bath 
county road which amounted 
to $2.40 for one round trip 
and that in the days when 
Back Creek, Knapps Creek 
and Jacksons River were un-
bridged. There were three 
mighty mountains to be 
crossed: Allegheny, Back 
Creek Mountain and Warm 
Springs Mountain. The rail-
way depot was Millboro, 
Virginia. Other parts of the 
county hauled from Roncev-
erte, Huttonsville and 
Staunton, but Millboro was 
the most popular port of 
entry for the county seat of 
Pocahontas. 

The trip took five days and 
that meant four nights camp-
ing out. Wagons starting on 
Monday and Tuesday were 
sure of congenial company 
and a wagon train was 
formed and many were the 
lasting friendships formed in 
those days of wagoning 
across three mountains in the 
white topped schooners of 
that day and time.  The tariff 
was a dollar a hundred and a 
good team could bring in 
about twenty-five hundred 
pounds. The horses were 
well cared for, highly fed 
and thoroughly curried and 
attended to. The teams came 
back without a sign of dis-
tress in all cases where the 
wagoner knew this business, 
and it was a profession in it-
self. I do not think that I have 
ever been put to the task of 
learning a more intricate 
trade in so short a time as I 
was compelled to do as a 
party of a wagon train... 

 
ARRESTS 

One day last week, Sheriff 
B. B. Beard, J. F. Ashford 
and J. R. Simmons got a 
couple of stills on North 
Fork of Deer Creek, about 
five miles above Greenbank. 
Cleve Jackson and Jim Stu-
art were arrested and are 
now in jail on charges of 
moonshining. 

- - - 
Sheriff Beard and Consta-

ble C. K. Butler arrested one 
John, a foreigner, on Knapps 
Creek between Marlinton 
and Huntersville for the pos-
session of three quarts of 
moonshine. He is in jail. 

 
COUNTY COURT 

County Court in Session 
on Saturday with Dr. Han-
nah, president; H. H. 
Williams and J. Lanty Mc-
Neel, commissioners. 

Old schoolhouse at Wan-
less purchased from J. R. 
Sutton for $50 to be used for 
storing road machinery for 
Greenbank district. 

Petition to close old road 
from Beaver Creek near 
Huntersville to J. H. Buz-
zard’s residence. 

The clerk directed to ad-
vertise for sealed bids to be 
opened on February 3rd for 
the building of a fill to the 
concrete bridge across run 
near Warwick on Edray and 
Cloverlick road. 

Mrs. Susan Jinks and Mrs. 
Susan Kline allowed $5 a 
month. 

Mrs. Mary A. Slaven and 
Dorothy Slaven allowed $1 a 
day for support at state tu-
berculosis sanatorium. 

 
MANSE ON FIRE 

On Sunday night just be-
fore 12 o’clock, the Manse 
of the Marlinton Presbyte-
rian Church was found to be 
on fire. On retiring, Rev. H. 
H. Orr had put an oil heater 
in the bathroom. An hour or 
so later, he awoke and found 
the bathroom and hall in 
flames. Two of his little 
daughters were asleep in a 
room across this hall, and he 
was very badly burned in 
getting to them and bringing 
them out. Mrs. Orr and all 
four children got safely out 
of the house. Mr. Orr will be 
in the Marlinton Hospital a 
week. Both hands are badly 
burned and painful burns on 
his face, neck and back. 

Upon the alarm being 
given, the firefighters and 
the neighbors responded 

promptly, and the building 
was saved. 

Not a little damage was 
done to the house and con-
tents by fire, smoke and 
water. The loss is fully cov-
ered by insurance. 

 
TANNERY HOUSE 

BURNED 
About noon Sunday, the 

home of Henry Knapper, 
who lives in a tannery house, 
got on fire. It burned so rap-
idly that Aunt Susan Graves, 
an aged colored woman, had 
to jump from an upstairs 
window. She was painfully 
burned about the head and 
on her hands, and is in bed 
from the shock. 

The contents of the home 
were destroyed, the family 
saving only the clothes on 
their backs. There was no in-
surance. 

 
ANOTHER FIRE 

The third fire alarm for the 
week sounded Tuesday 
morning. Smoke was com-
ing from the second story 
windows of the Temporary 
Courthouse building. A bed 
in apartments occupied by 
Mrs. E. W. Cochran was 
found to be on fire. An elec-
tric iron with the current 
turned on had been left in the 
bed. The damage was not 
great. 

 
WEDDING 

At the residence of the 
bride’s parent, on the 22nd 
day of December 1924, Miss 
Margaret Randolph Price, 
younger daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Price, was 
married to Prof. R. L. Hoke, 
principal of the West 
Monongalia High School in 
Marion County. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Boone, at Buckeye, 
a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Bowers, of Min-
nehaha Spring, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. War-
wick Scott, of Seebert, a 
daughter.

Thursday, 
December 28, 1899 

 
Father Abraham’s Talk 
This talk is found in Poor 

Richard’s Almanac and is 
represented as having oc-
curred at a merchant’s ven-
due. 

“But dost thou love life? 
Then do not squander time, 
for that is the stuff life is 
made of, as Poor Richard 
says.” 

Then Father Abraham en-
larges as follows: “How 
much more than necessary 
do we spend in sleep forget-
ting that the sleeping fox 
catches no poultry, and that 
there will be sleeping 
enough in the grave.  

If time be of all things the 
most precious, wasting of 
time must be, as Poor 
Richard says, the greatest 
prodigality; since, as he else-
where tells us, lost time is 
never found again; and what 
we call time enough always 
proves little enough. Let us 
then be up and doing, and 
doing to the purpose; so, by 
diligence shall we do more 
with less perplexity. 

“Sloth makes all things 
difficult, but industry all 
things easy, as Poor Richard 
says; and He that rises late 
must trot all day and shall 

scarce overtake his business 
at night, while laziness trav-
els so slowly that poverty 
soon overtakes him. 

“Drive that business, let 
not that drive thee.  

“Early to bed and early to 
rise 

Makes a man healthy, 
wealthy and wise.” 

 
A BOYHOOD 

REMINISCENCE 
By W. T. Price 
During the winter of 1841, 

the writer was an eleven year 
old pupil of the Pocahontas 
Academy founded by Rev. 
Joseph Brown, and for the 
winter session temporarily 
the Old Brick Church was 
used. My boarding place was 
at Mr. Davis Poage’s, the 
nearest house. The group 
that gathered nightly around 
the fireside was Margaret 
Poage, verging ninety years, 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis Poage, 
both well up in sixty; and 
myself. 

I need not say that in the 
kitchen I found more con-
genial company with the Fa-
gans, Aaron and Lewis, both 
grown young men, Lewis 
Fagan proposed that we 
should form a debating soci-
ety with Aaron for President. 
This was done and Lewis 
and I had some animated de-

bates over such questions: 
Who deserves the most 
honor, Columbus for discov-
ering America or Washing-
ton for defending it? Which 
is most conducive to human 
happiness, marriage or sin-
gle life? etc. 

Mr. Poage, however, felt 
that the kitchen was not the 
proper place for his boarder 
to spend the evenings, and so 
he took down a copy of 
Rollin’s Ancient History and 
proposed that I should read 
for the people from supper to 
bedtime. Mr. and Mrs. Poage 
occupied their cozy chairs 
amply cushioned with sheep 
skins in the east corner. The 
aged mother retired to bed, 
leaving the door open so she 
could hear, and the reader 
was placed at the west corner 
near the churn which served 
as a candlestand for the tal-
low dip that afforded the 
needed light for reading... 

 
EDWARD ERVINE 

Ancestor of the Irvine Re-
lationship 

Among the citizens of 
prominence in the organiza-
tion of our county was Ed-
ward Ervine, late of Green 
Bank District. His residence 
was at the head of Trimble’s 
Run. This homestead is now 
occupied by his son, Preston, 
and David Gragg, a son-in-
law. 

Mr. Ervine was born April 
2, 1790, near Miller’s Iron 

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54­93­0015

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 
Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          
� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 
�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European

The Law Office of

MICHAEL C. DOSS
921 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954

304-799-7119 

see History pg 10
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Thursday, 
December 29, 1949 

 
TO CHICAGO 

For the National 4-H Club 
Congress 

By Moffett McNeel, Jr., 
Friday, November 25, I 

left Hillsboro, riding with 
Mr. McKenzie, of Princeton, 
who was taking his daughter, 
Peggy, to Morgantown, 
where we were to meet for 
the trip to Chicago. 

We rode from Morgan-
town to Connellsville, Penn-
sylvania, in cars, catching 
the train there at 11: 05 p.m. 

We rode all night and the 
next morning I had my first 
new experience – eating a 
meal on a train. We arrived 
in Chicago about 9 a.m. on 
Saturday. …On Sunday we 
were free to go to the church 
of our choice. All West Vir-
ginians went to the Chicago 
Temple (1st Methodist), the 
world’s tallest and Chicago’s 
oldest church... 

Our Club Congress was 
held in the Stevens Hotel, 
one of America’s finest. It 
has 3,000 rooms and is 25 
stories high. There were 
around 1,500 4-Hers besides 
300 guests and leaders in at-
tendance... 

We were provided with 
some of the best entertain-
ment of the world, among 
which were Jimmy Dorsey’s 
Band, Gene Autry; James 
Melton with Julia Galbreath; 
Coleman Clark, world table 
tennis champ... We also saw 
some great people of the 
sports world, such as Ted 
Williams, Johnnie Lujac and 
Babe Didrickson Zaharias. 
Some of the interesting 
places we saw and visited 
were the Art Institute; Mu-
seum of Science and Indus-
try; Marshall Field Depart- 
ment Store; Trianon Room; 
Shedd Aquarium; First Na-

tional Bank; the world’s 
largest grain market; the 
Chicago Board of Trade; In-
ternational Livestock Show; 
Chicago Tribune... 

We arrived back home De-
cember 3, convinced that the 
National 4-H Club Congress 
should be a real challenge to 
every 4-H youngster. It was 
a real experience for me, and 
I’m sure that no one could 
attend and participate in such 
a program without being 
convinced more than ever of 
the real value of our 4-H pro-
gram. I feel indebted to those 
people that made it possible 
for me to attend. 

 
WEDDINGS 

Invitation is extended by 
Rev. and Mrs. T. G. Alder-
man to the marriage of their 
daughter, Lucille Alderman 
and Staff Sergeant Billie L. 
Bryant, January 1, 1950, at 
the Marlinton Methodist 
Church. 

- - - 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Baxter 

announce the marriage of 
their daughter, Betty Eliza-
beth, to Austin Barlow, Au-
gust 30, 1949, at the 
Lewisburg parsonage. 

- - - 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie J. 

Taylor, of Dunmore, an-
nounce the marriage of their 
daughter, Zula Gay, to Mar-
vin Lee Taylor, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Andy W. Taylor, 
also of Dunmore. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Led-
ford McCarty, a daughter, 
Ellen Marilyn. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Brock, a daughter, 
Brenda Lee. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. For-
rest Lee McLaughlin, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Nottingham, a son, 
Kenneth Carl. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Malcomb, a daughter, Paula 
Ann. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ter Joyce, of Bluefield, Vir-
ginia, a son, Charles 
Edward. Mrs. Joyce is the 
former Miss Ressie Hill. 

 
DEATHS 

Mrs. Mary Linda Plyler 
Moore, aged 41 years, of 
Cass, died Friday, December 
23, 1949. The funeral was 
held from the Brethren 
church near Durbin with 
burial in the Hosterman 
cemetery. She is survived by 
her husband and six chil-
dren, William, Eugene, Jack, 
Douglas, Ernestine and 
Maxine. 

- - - 
Moses Underwood, aged 

about 72 years, died in his 
sleep at his home on Beaver 
Creek Sunday night, Decem-
ber 25, 1949. The deceased 
is survived by his eight chil-
dren. He was a son of the 
late Wesley and Catherine 
Moore Underwood. Funeral 
arrangements are incomplete 
at this time. 

- - - 
Jack N. Fleshman, aged 29 

years, and his wife, Retha 
Roxana Fleshman, aged 28 
years, of Anjean, were fa-
tally injured in an automo-
bile wreck at Cedar Grove 
December 18, 1949. They 
were on their way to visit 
and take Christmas presents 
to their nine year old daugh-
ter, Joan. The little girl is a 
polio patient at Marmet Hos-
pital. Mr. Fleshman was 
born at Clover Lick, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Flesh-
man. He attended Marlinton 
High School... 

- - - 
Alva Brant Carpenter 

passed away Friday, Decem-
ber 9, 1949. On December 5, 
1936, he was united in mar-
riage to Ruby Carpenter. To 
this union three children 
were born: Roy, Caroline 
and Tommy. Funeral service 
was held in the Methodist 
church with burial in the 
Dunmore Cemetery. 

Preserving Pocahontas ~ 
Pearl Ward Collection 
 

Tim Walker  
AMR Reporter 

 
2016 interview with BJ 

Gudmundsson, Historic 
Preservation Officer  

“Pearl Carter Ward was a 
schoolteacher here in Poca-
hontas County” BJ said. 
“She was one of the first 
class of three to graduate 
from Edray District High 
School –which went on to 
become Marlinton High 
School. Pearl went to col-
lege, got her teaching degree 
and came back to Pocahon-
tas County to teach, and 
taught at a lot of the schools 
around the county.” 

Pearl’s mother was Levia 
Gibson, originally from the 
Elk community near Elk 
Mountain. Pearl’s father, 
Marvin Carter, who was 
originally from Onoto near 
Edray, was a businessman 
who founded the Valley 
Hotel in Marlinton around 
1900. The hotel was near 
where the 4th Avenue Mason 
Jar now stands. The Carters 
later built a huge house off 
Route 39, now known as the 
Pearl Carter Ward house. 
Pearl ended up living alone 
in the house after both her 

parents and her husband died 
until she died in the late 
1990s.  

Preserving Pocahontas re-
cently received permission 
to recover boxes and boxes 
of important historical docu-
ments and photos from the 
Pearl Carter Ward house.  

“In that collection of stuff 
were ledgers – the old big 
heavy ledger books” BJ said. 
“One of the first ledger 
books that I opened was the 
guest registry for the Valley 
Hotel in its first year of op-
eration. It was absolutely 
fascinating, there were all 
sorts of names that we all 
recognize; people that no-
body recognizes; parties of 
people that would come and 
they would sign the book 
and they were there just to sit 
down and have dinner to-
gether; people that were 
coming here to do business 
in Marlinton – coming in on 
the train – politicians, all 
sorts of people and, of 
course, they stayed at the 
Valley hotel because it was 
right there.” 

BJ points out that finding 
the Valley Hotel records set-
tled a debate about the exis-
tence of the hotel. 

“(It was) absolutely fasci-
nating to find this record of 
the Valley Hotel – this place 

that nobody remembered; 
this place that everyone said 
‘oh, it wasn’t here’’ BJ said. 

Pearl’s father also shipped 
items and even opened a 
store. Records from these 
shipping transactions and 
store merchandise were also 
found in the house. 

BJ talks about a local per-
son whose name appears 
often as a guest at the hotel. 

“One that sticks out in my 
mind – and there are a lot of 
people in Pocahontas 
County who still remember 
him – and that was Doctor 
Jim Price,” BJ said. “They 
called him Doc Jim. He was 
a brother to Calvin W. Price, 
who was the editor down at 
The Pocahontas Times.  

“Doc Jim lived on a farm 
up at Edray, and his medical 
office was upstairs in the old 
Bank of Marlinton Building 
– the building that burned. 
It’s very interesting that Doc 
Jim’s name pops up a lot in 
the book. Maybe he was 
there for dinner, but he 
popped up a lot as an 
overnight guest, and it was 
always in the winter.  

“And, I would guarantee 
you that if you had access to 
old weather records you 
would find out it was be-
cause the weather was bad 
and he couldn’t get home.”

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Andrew Price, Editor 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, EditorB. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Travis Taylor 
Contracting, LLC

304-704-1045

Now installing 
Seamless 
Gutters

13616 Back Mountain Road,
Durbin, WV 26264WV055922

WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

When veterinary  
care is unavailable 
or unaffordable, ask 

for Happy Jack®  
animal healthcare products. 

For dogs, horses and cats.      
At TRACTOR SUPPLY AND            

SOUTHERN STATES                 
(www.happyjackinc.com) 



THIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS wish comes from Grover (last name unknown) who 
was a student at Cass Grade School in 1931. It is a hand-made card measuring 4 1/2 
x 2 inches with a green water color tree and border. Grover’s card was for his teacher, 
Miss Pearl Carter. Preserving Pocahontas wishes you and yours a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.  (Preserving Pocahontas Archives, Pearl Carter Ward Collec-
tion; ID: PHP007580) 
 
Photographs in the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Li-
brary may be found at www.pocahontaspreservation.org   
or www.preservingpocahontas.org 
 
If you have photographs or documents to be scanned for 
the county Historical Archive contact Preservation Offi-
cer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email 
info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of photographs 
from the archives are available.
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School Menus

Advertising Deadline 
3 p.m. Friday for the 

January 2 edition

Fl RSV or C
ciinF

C
vaccia ind F ine

COVID 19
! todayine

Flu, RSV orFlu, RSV or CCOVID-19

TBREATHEEASY.WV.GOV

150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, WV • www.pmhwv.org

January 2-3 
 

Thursday, 2: Breakfast 
muffin and fruit. Chicken 
tenders with dipping sauce, 
sweet potato fries, California 
vegetables, whole grain soft 
pretzel rod, fruit cup and 

milk. 
Friday, 3: Pretzel with 

cheese sauce and fruit. 
Chicken and broccoli veg-
etable stir-fry, seasoned 
brown rice, whole grain 
breadstick, fresh carrots, 
fruit cup and milk.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

that can damage DNA or 
chromosomes], cardiopro-
tective [protective of heart 
and arteries], vasorelaxant 
[increases blood flow], gas-
troprotective [protect the 
stomach from gastric mu-
cosa damage], antispas-
modic [relax muscles], 
immunomodulating [regu-
lating immune system], an-
tioedematogenic [prevent or 
reduce swelling in tissue], 
analgesic [pain relief], and 
antidiabetic properties [help 
with diabetes].” 

Mixing white horehound 
with marshmallow root 
makes a wonderful home-
made cough drop that we 
have been using for years. 

There are thousands of 
other remedies for using re-
sources at hand; far too 
many to cover in one article. 
I encourage everyone to do 
their own research, REAL 
research. Do not rely on so-
cial platforms and blogs.  

Read old books along with 
the new ones, look up med-
ical research papers from 
around the world, read his-
torical documents while they 
are still available, and join 
local real people groups for 
sharing knowledge.

Time, from 
page 5



 
FOR RENT  

  
APARTMENT FOR RENT - On 
the River next to Red Oak Realty. 
One bedroom, one bath, free WiFi. 
$495/month. Tenant pays all other 
utilities, security deposit and first 
and last month rent required. Call, 
text or email Todd at 904-234-8585 
or tgrove1028@yahoo.com 

12/26/tfnc 
  

HELP WANTED  
  

HELP WANTED - Full-time, live-
in caregiver. Room and board and 
salary (negotiable). Located in 
Frost. Call 304-992-8075. 12/26/2c 

        
HELP WANTED - Looking for a 
Correctional Officer job? Testing 
will be of     fered at the Denmar Cor-
rectional Center, Hillsboro, WV, on 
a daily basis. Interested parties 
should contact Human Resources at 
the facility at 304-653-4201 to 
schedule an appointment.                     

1/19/tfnc 
    

FREE  
FREE - Old newspapers to start 
your fireplace or woodstove. The 
Pocahontas Times office.  9/26/tfn 

 

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, December 19, 2024 
Claim Deadline: Monday, February 17, 2025 
 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14696 
ESTATE OF: SAMUEL SHERMAN GIBSON II 
EXECUTOR: Gregory Hamons 

818 Callison Road 
Hillsboro, WV 24946-8542 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14712 
ESTATE OF: PEGGY ANN MCCARTY 
CO-EXECUTRIX: Christine S. Puffenbarger 

P. O. Box 442 
Marlinton, WV 24954-0442 

CO-EXECUTOR:  Ricky Lee McCarty 
87 Old Route 39 Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954-5855 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14713 
ESTATE OF: ZONA LEE HOOVER 
EXECUTOR: Roger Ober 

324 Beaver Creek Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954-5918 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14714 
ESTATE OF: RICKY EUGENE MILLER 
EXECUTRIX: Donna Solliday Miller 

1428 Seebert Wilfong Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954-9735 

 
ESTATE NUMBER 14715 
ESTATE OF: LANCE AUSTIN EADS 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Jasmine Shearer 

1423 Stamping Creek Road 
Hillsboro, WV 24946-8785 

 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on December 13, 2024. 

Melissa L. Bennett 
Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 

12/19/2c 
 

NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  
WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  

TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 
Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 

heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

 
ESTATE NAME: FRANKLIN JAY WIDNEY II 

P. O. Box 511 
Huddleston, VA 24104-0511 

ANCILLARY ADMINISTRATOR:  
Doreen Widney 
P. O. Box 511 
Huddleston, VA 24104-0511 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on December 16, 2024. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
12/19/2c 

 

IN THE FAMILY COURT  
OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

24-D-34 
IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR 
FROM: N. T. W. 
TO: N. T. F. 

CHANGE OF NAME PROCEEDING 
Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of February 2025, at 

1:00 o’clock p.m. at Family Court, 818 C 10th Avenue, Marlinton, 
WV, on said day or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard 
before the Honorable Joyce H. Carpenter, the Petitioner, Dwana 
Fitzgerald, will apply by petition to the Family Court of Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, chang-
ing her child’s name from N. T. W.  to N. T. F. at which time and place 
any interested party may appear and be heard if they so desire. 

You are hereby notified that this matter may be rescheduled with-
out further notice or publication.  

A copy of said petition can be obtained from the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit/Family Court, Connie M. Carr, at her office at 900 D 10th Av-
enue, Marlinton, West Virginia, 24954.  

Dated this 10th day of December 2024. 
Connie M. Carr 

Pocahontas County Circuit Clerk 
By Cindy D. Beverage, Deputy 

12/19/2c 
 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned, MICHAEL C. DOSS, 
Trustee, by virtue of that certain Deed of Trust executed by New AA 
& R, LLC dba Lucy’s Grocery, for the benefit of John D. Moore, said 
Deed of Trust bearing date the 3rd day of August, 2022, and of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed Book 409, at page 
573, the makers, having defaulted in payment of the note secured 
by said Deed of Trust as provided by the terms thereof, and the ben-
eficial holder of the said note, John D. Moore, having declared the 
whole of the indebtedness thereunder to be due and payable; and 
having demanded the undersigned in writing to make sale of the 
real estate described in said Deed of Trust, the undersigned Trustee 
will offer for sale and sell at public auction to the highest re-
sponsible bidder on the 6th day of January, 2025, at 1:30 p.m., 
at the front steps of the Pocahontas County Courthouse in the 
City of Marlinton, Pocahontas County, West Virginia, the prem-
ises, being and consisting of the following: 

All of those certain tracts or parcels of real estate, including the 
improvements, appurtenances and easements thereunto belonging, 
situate in the Town of Marlinton, Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 
known as Lots 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, Block 44. 

And being the same lots, tracts or parcels of real estate that were 
acquired by New AA & R, LLC, a West Virginia Limited Liability Com-
pany, by the provisions of a Deed of Conveyance from John D. 
Moore, said Deed bearing date the 3rd day of August, 2022, and of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 403, at page 95. 

The above-described real estate shall be sold subject to any 
claims, liens, assessments, taxes, restrictions, covenants, condi-
tions, and encumbrances against the same.   

The Trustee shall convey title with covenants of Special Warranty. 
The purchaser shall pay all taxes due and payable against the said 
property, the cost of the preparation of the Deed of Conveyance 
from the Trustee, the cost of any transfer tax and recording fees due 
upon the recordation of the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: 10% of bid payable to the Trustee on the day 
of sale and the balance within thirty (30) days. 

CONDITION OF SALE: Said property shall be sold to the high-
est responsible bidder, with the right reserved to the said John D. 
Moore, to bid at said sale and to continue the said sale by declara-
tion from time to time, as they may choose. 

Given unto my hand this the 9th day of December, 2024. 
  Michael C. Doss, Trustee 

12/19/3c 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  
OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
BYRON GEIGER, PLAINTIFF, 
v.          Civil Action No.:  23-C-2  
DONNA K. MULLENAX, 
DUSTIN MICHAEL MCCRAY, 
WILLIAM (“WAYNE”) GILLEY, 
JACKIE L. GILLEY, 
TAMMIE L. GILLEY, 
DIANE MARKET, 
GARY MARKET, 
JOHN GARDNER, 
WILLIAM GARDNER, 
SUSAN RAY, 
HUBERT (“HUGH”) D. GEIGER II, 

MARILOU GEIGER, 
MARIE POWERS, fka MARIE GEIGER, 
CAROLYN ROBINSON, 
KAREN LYNN OLDS, fka KAREN LYNN KOHLMANN, 
ROBIN KOLHMANN LEE, aka ROBIN ANN LEE 
CYNTHIA (“CINDY”) KOLHMANN RUPERT, 
JOHN HAMMOND aka RUSTY HAMMOND, 
LINDA HAMMOND GILLET, 
JAMES DOUG HAMMOND, 
KRISTEN LYN MORAN GORRELL, 
SCOTT OWEN MORAN, 
JUDITH ANN MORAN RUDDY, 
DARCY TRAVIS MORAN GARAY, 
JOHN HAYES, 
                         DEFENDANTS. 
This action seeks the partition or sale of real estate, which in-

volves the above-named Defendants, the unknown estate of the De-
fendants, the unknown heirs at law, beneficiaries or devisees of the 
Defendants. It appears from the Complaint and affidavit filed in the 
above matter that there are Defendants who are unknown to the 
Plaintiff and that Plaintiff is unaware of the whereabouts of Defen-
dants, their estates, heirs at law, beneficiaries or devisees, if any 
and whom may be non-residents of the State of West Virginia. 

Therefore, the above-named Defendants, their estates, heirs at 
law, beneficiaries, devisees or other interested parties shall serve 
their Answer to the Complaint within Thirty (30) days of the publica-
tion of this notice, upon the Plaintiff’s attorney, Michael C. Doss, at 
his address of 921 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954. Otherwise, 
judgment may be granted against you. 

Connie M. Carr, Circuit Clerk 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia  

12/26/3c 
 

NOTICE OF THIRD AND FINAL READING 
The Marlinton Town Council will hold the third and final reading of 

Revisions to an Ordinance to Implement a Municipal Sales and 
Service Tax and  Municipal Use Tax Monday, December 30, 2024, 
at 4:15 p.m. at the Marlinton Municipal Building Auditorium.   

The proposed revised ordinance is available to the public at the 
Town Hall Office, Marlinton Municipal Building, 709 Second Avenue, 
Marlinton, WV  24954 Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Interested parties may appear at the meeting to be heard with re-
spect to the proposed ordinance revisions.  

Mary K. Clendenen 
Recorder, Town of Marlinton 

12/19/2c 
 

NOTICE OF THIRD AND FINAL READING  
The Marlinton Town Council will hold the third and final reading of 

an Ordinance to Establish Minimum Setback Requirements on Mon-
day, January 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Marlinton Municipal Build-
ing Auditorium.  The proposed ordinance is available to the public at 
the Town Hall Office, Marlinton Municipal Building, 709 Second Av-
enue, Marlinton, WV  24954 Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.  Interested parties may appear at the meeting to be heard with 
respect to the proposed ordinance.  

Mary K. Clendenen 
Recorder, Town of Marlinton 

12/26/1c 
 

NOTICE 
There will be a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Public 

Defender Corporation, 11th Judicial Circuit at Food and Friends lo-
cated at 878 Washington Street Lewisburg, WV on January 2, 2025, 
at 12:00 p.m. All interested parties may attend. 

12/26/1c                 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS       
FOR CAREGIVERS 
PERSONAL ATTENDANTS                  

(CAREGIVERS) NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
IN POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

Newly revised salary schedule, $15 - $17 per hour, based 
on experience and certifications, weekend differential of $2 
more per hour; 32 hours of paid holidays (Memorial Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas), $2 more per hour 
on other minor holidays worked (July 4th and New Year’s 
Day); sub bonuses of $300 per quarter, paid training, and 
free CPR. Pre-employment Drug Screening and CIB re-
quired.  Call today, 304-472-0395, for an application, stop 
by at our Buckhannon Office, 8 North Spring Street, or 
apply online at www.centralwvaging.org 

We have one of the most competitive salaries/benefit 
plans in the in-home industry. EOE/EAA Employer.

NOW HIRING CARPENTERS AND           
EXPERIENCED HANDYMEN AT SNOWSHOE 

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., non-negotiable. 
Must have dependable vehicle. We are a new, small 
husband-and-wife company managing properties 
and doing full condo remodels at Snowshoe. Atten-
tion to detail is a must. Must be willing to shovel snow. 
Starting pay is $18/hour. Pay raises will be given based 
on experience, competency and reliability. Perform-
ance evaluations at 30 and 60 days. Please do not apply 
if you don’t have all-weather year-round transportation 
or are not interested in a five-day work week.   

Call Carlton Guffey, 304-642-5039, for  
more information if interested.

GUFFEY  
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

POPESPocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
NOW'S THE TIME FOR PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON CHAIN-SAWS,
LOG SPLITTERS AND OTHER COLD
WEATHER POWER EQUIPMENT. 
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
The Pocahontas County Commission is accepting applica-

tions for the following part-time and full-time positions for Poc-
ahontas County Ambulance: 

   
West Virginia Certified EMTs 

West Virginia Certified Medics 
 
Please contact Commissioner John Rebinski at 304-456-

3244 or the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 304-799-4549 
for an application.  

  
The deadline to receive applications will be December 

31, 2024.  
EOE 

12/12/3c 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE  
The Pocahontas County Commission intends to file an appli-

cation with the West Virginia Department of Economic Develop-
ment for Community Development Block Grant funds to demolish 
the Howes Tannery. 

A public meeting will be held on January 7, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Pocahontas County Commission chambers to 
discuss the application. 

The grant application will be submitted to the West Virginia De-
velopment Office by January 31, 2025. 

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the meeting or 
submit written comments to the Pocahontas County Commission 
by the above date.  

The Pocahontas County Commission is an equal opportunity 
employer and promotes fair housing. Provisions for individuals 
with disabilities can be arranged by contacting the County Com-
mission in advance of the meeting date.  

For any questions, please contact the County Commission at 
304-799-4549 or via email at pocaclk@clerk.state.wv.us.  

By Walt Helmick, President  
Pocahontas County Commission  

12/26/1c                                       

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia          
Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the 
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed            
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  JANUARY 14, 2025 10:00 
A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project (s): 

CALL: 008; CONTRACT: 2021000722; STATE PROJECT: 
S388-STRIP-25 00; FEDERAL PROJECT: STP-2025(013)D; 
DESCRIPTION: PAVEMENT MARKINGS ROADWAY STRIP-
ING, DISTRICT WIDE; COUNTY: PENDLETON, POCAHON-
TAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER. 

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be             
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in       
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must 
include one of the following forms properly executed with each 
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified 
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project          
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of         
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on www.bidx.com 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively           
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this         
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,           
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
12/19/2c

Advertising deadline for the January 2 
edition of The Pocahontas Times is  

Friday, December 27, at 3 p.m.



The Pocahontas Times 
Subscription Rates 

 
• In-County ~ $35  • In-State ~ $45 

• Out-of State ~ $45 • Online only ~ $29  
• Print and Online ~ $59 

 
Call 304-799-4973 or email  

jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 

entities will have to agree the 
project makes sense, is 
doable, and has a grant op-
portunity that fits,  before 
funds will be available.  

Here is where the MFTP 
grant-writer shines. Trust 

her. She is very deliberate 
and specific in her approach 
to fulfilling an application. 
That is why she has been so 
successful. She understands 
the process and will not risk 
her own credibility by being 
hurried through the process 
without all the information. 
It is not just about filling out 
paperwork – it is actually 
about receiving the award.  

The goal will be to lever-
age each dollar to the maxi-
mum amount.  

Stronger Towns for a 
Stronger State.  

“Rising tides raise all 
ships.” 

  Happy New Year ~ Help 
is on the way. 

Sam

Works on Mossy Creek, Au-
gusta County and lived there 
until manhood. 

He married Mary Curry, 
who was born June 1794. 
Upon leaving Augusta 
county soon after his mar-
riage, he settled on Back 
Creek near the Brick House 
at the mouth of Long Draft. 
They were the parents of ten 
children, seven sons and 
three daughters. … 

In the leadings of an all-
wise Providence, Edward 
Ervine’s lot fell to him in a 

sparsely populated country. 
The type of the religion he 
inherited in Scotland and the 
north of Ireland tended to 
blend in personal character, 
indominable industry, wise 
provision and satisfying 
comfort, and the ideal of his 
endeavors was to have a 
home of his own amid fields 
and meadows. Of such 
homes an eloquent writer 
says: “The homes of our 
lands are its havens of peace; 
its sanctuaries of strength 

and happiness. Hence come 
those principles of probity 
and integrity that are the 
safeguards of our nation. 
Hence emerge those devoted 
sons of the soil, the true citi-
zenship of our loved coun-
try... 
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MARLINTON OFFICE 
304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  
Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
www.property4u.com 

NEW 
LISTING

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth? Find out BEFORE you lease. Call us 
TODAY about how you can join. wvminerals.com

MORE LISTINGS

6736 – Lewisburg. 1.5-acre private wooded lot. End of the lane loca-
tion waiting for your dream home. Just 11 minutes from the charming 
town of Lewisburg with its top notch dining and shopping. – $54,000

6325 – Rainelle. 92 
acres of woodland 
with some timber. 
The property is lo-
cated at the end of a 
peaceful farm valley 
and backs up against 
the Meadow River 
Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. – $255,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6671 – Marlinton. 3BR/2BA home 
in close proximity to all 
Pocahontas County has to offer. 
Town living. Great starter, vaca-
tion or permanent home. – $92,000

6672 – Huntersville. 
Beautiful 3BR/2BA 
home on 27+/- roll-
ing acres. Majority is 
woodland with 1.5 
acre pasture. Spacious 
home with addition-
al family room/ sun-
room. – $269,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6715 – Dunmore. 
3BR cozy cabin with 
one full and two half 
baths on 9.72 acres 
located in a quiet 
wooded area. Steps 
from state forest and 
near Greenbrier Ri-
ver and Trail. – 
$495,000

6716 – Rainelle. 
1BR/1BA newer, tiny, 
elevated home. – 
$19,500

6673 – Hill Country.  
2-3BR/2BA quality 
built home with base- 
ment on 8.05 acres. 
Quiet country set-
ting. Three bay gar-
age with 10’ RV bay. 
Large garden area. 
Small orchard. – 
$299,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

6200 – Mill Point. 
105 +/- acres border-
ing Rt. 39 and just 
steps from huge sec-
tion of national for-
est. Nice mountain 
views. Near Cran-
berry Glades and the 
Highland Scenic 
Highway. – $235,000

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

Early deadline for the January 2 edition of  
The Pocahontas Times is Friday, December 27, at 3 p.m. 

The Times office will close at 11 a.m. on Tues., Dec. 31, and be closed Wed., Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day. 
The January 2 edition will be available at vendors on Tuesday, December 31 

HHaappppyy  
NNeeww  
YYeeaarr!!  
TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  
yyoouurr  llooyyaall  

ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  
ffrriieennddsshhiipp..  
BBeesstt  wwiisshheess  

ttoo  aallll  oouurr  
ffrriieennddss  aanndd          
ccuussttoommeerrss!!

Happy 
New 
Year! 
Thanks for 
your loyal 

support and 
friendship. 
Best wishes 

to all our 
friends and     
customers!

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2022 Chevy 
BLAZER 2LT 

All-wheel drive. One owner. 
36,700 miles. 

$25,995

924100

2020 Chevy 
SILVERADO 1500 LTZ 

Crew Cab, running boards. 

$27,995

24201A

2020 Jeep 
WRANGLER UNLIMITED 

Sport, 4x4, V6, hard top.  
43,000 miles. One owner. 

$30,995

924083
2020 Mazda 

CX-30 
Sharp. One owner. 103,000 miles. 

33 mpg highway.  

$11,995

24198A

2020 Ford 
EXPLORER XLT 

4x4. 22,000 miles.  

$29,495

25045A

2019 Chevy 
COLORADO ZR2 

Crew cab. Beautiful truck. 
98,800 miles. 

Call Today!

924101

History, 
from page 7

TRIVIA ANSWERS: 
(1). Schindler’s List (2). 
Agatha Christie (3). Hun-
dred and One Dalmatians 
(4). Beloved

In Colonial America, 
many of those who had or-
chards continued to anoint 
their apple trees with wassail 
to ensure a good apple har-
vest. It many homes, it was 
usually incorporated in 
Christmas celebrations.  

Today, some Americans 
still enjoy a variation of the 
wassail tradition by sharing 
a cup of wassail with family 
and friends. 

 
Wassail Recipe 

Wassail is cider punch, 
usually, but not necessarily, 
containing “hard” cider and 
brandy, and always served 
piping hot.  

Ingredients: 
4 cored apples 
Brown sugar, to fill the 

cored apples 
1/2 cup water 
2 oranges, halved 
20 whole cloves 
5 cups apple cider (or 11 

total cups of apple cider for 
non-alcoholic wassail) 

48 oz. hard cider (omit for 
non-alcoholic wassail) 

1  cup  brandy (substitute 

with orange juice for non-al-
coholic wassail) 

1 tbsp. ground ginger (or 
1-inch piece, fresh) 

1 tsp. ground nutmeg 
2  cinnamon sticks  more 

for garnish, optional 
Toast, for serving  (op-

tional) 
Directions: 
Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees. 
Using a melon-baller, gen-

tly core apples.  
Fill apples with brown 

sugar, keeping it loose and 
filling it to the top. Place ap-
ples upright in a baking dish 
and pour the water into the 
bottom of the dish. Bake 40-
45 minutes until the apples 
can be pierced with a fork, 
but not so soft that they are 
mushy and falling apart. 

In the meantime, pierce 
the peels of the orange 
halves with cloves, 5 cloves 
to each half. 

Pour the apple cider, hard 
cider and brandy (or non-al-
coholic substitutes) into a 
large non-reactive pot (eg. 
stainless steel, enamel or 
pyrex). Stir to combine. 
Choose a vessel suitable for 
serving the wassail, to retain 
the heat. 

Over low-medium heat, 

gently stir in spices and cin-
namon sticks. Add the or-
ange halves, cloves side 
down. Simmer gently for an 
hour. Do not let the contents 
boil, which will cause evap-
oration and create a syrupy 
consistency.  

Using a slotted spoon to 
remove the cinnamon sticks 
and oranges and set them 
aside for later.  

Strain the wassail to re-
move the particles of cloves 
and spices. If planning to 
serve in the cooking vessel, 
strain the wassail into an-
other pot for a moment and 
immediately pour back into 
the cooking vessel to keep 
warm. 

Gently add the baked ap-
ples and stir gently. Add 
back the cinnamon sticks 
and the orange halves.  

Serve in a mug or heat tol-
erant punch glasses. Garnish 
with a cinnamon stick, if de-
sired. 

Your home will be filled 
with the irresistible aroma of 
wassail. 

Toast the apple trees that 
provided the cider and don’t 
forget to enjoy the delicious 
baked apples soaked in was-
sail.

Wassail, 
from page 3

Mayor’s, 
from page 4
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