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City National Bank.
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brighter tomorrow!

Stop in and see us for 
all the details and to apply!
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Last year, printmaker 
Caroline Hanson 
miniaturized her art-

work down to the size of a 
business card and created a 
series of Appalachian prints 
to sell in her art vending ma-
chines. 

Hanson received a grant 
from the West Virginia De-
partment of Culture, Arts and 
History to purchase three 
vending machines which she 
filled with a limited edition 
of 1,800 prints in 18 designs. 
One machine was installed at 
the Rivertown building in 
Marlinton, one at the Wild 
Bean in Lewisburg and the 
third one, Hanson uses when 
she travels to craft festivals 
and fairs. 

The first series of prints 
did so well –  in fact, they 
sold out – that Hanson de-
cided to create a second se-
ries featuring 12 new designs 
and a new color scheme. 

“This was my effort at ex-
panding upon the opportuni-
ties that I had with West 
Virginia Department of Cul-
ture, Arts and History, and 
just continuing the project,” 
she said. 

The new series features 
prints of the Mill Point mill, 
salt rising bread, a cider 
press, a fiddle, butter beans, 
Paw Paws, trillium, Ameri-

can chestnut, a steam engine, 
a quilt, a wooly bugger fly 
and a rattlesnake. 

“I’m making another 1,800 
prints,” she said. “Hopefully 
they’ll sell out, too.” 

In addition to expanding to 
a second series of prints, 
Hanson is also adding a 
fourth vending machine, 
which will be at the visitors 
center in Bath County, Vir-
ginia. 

“I just got a grant from 
Bath County Arts Associa-
tion to make a Bath County 
specific vending machine, so 
they’re going to have a series 
of eight to ten images,” she 
said. 

Since the machines pro-
vide an affordable way to 
share her art – one print is 
just four quarters – Hanson is 
expanding her business in 
other ways to share the art of 
printmaking. 

She has been commis-
sioned to create logos and 
artwork for several regional 
bands, and she is starting a 
class series in Pocahontas 
and Greenbrier counties this 
month. 

“My first one is February 
4 at the White Sulphur 
Springs public library,” she 
said. “Then one on February 
6 at the Wellness Center in 
Marlinton and February 12 at 
Green Bank Library.” 

Art vending machines get 
second series of prints Suzanne Stewart 

Staff Writer 
 

Since its inception 
in 1963, the Na-
tional Youth Sci-

ence Camp has taken place 
at Camp Thornwood, the   
4-H camp in the northern 
part of the county. 

The camp has hosted del-
egates from all over the U. 
S. and from several coun-
tries in the western hemi-
sphere for nearly 60 years, 
but the science camp has 
decided to move to a new 
location. 

In 2009, the National 
Youth Science Academy 
purchased land in Tucker 
County with plans to build 
a facility there. Although 
the facility has not been 
built, the camp will be 
moving this summer to a 
yet to be determined loca-
tion. 

NYSA executive director 
Ryan Haupt said the board 
of directors, staph [what 
they call the staff] and 
alumni worked together to 
make the change. 

“We made the decision 
that now is the time to 
move,” he said. “It wasn’t 
an easy decision. We’re 
going to miss Pocahontas a 
lot, but we absolutely plan 
on incorporating Pocahon-
tas County’s amazing rec-
reation opportunities into 
our outdoor program.” 

Haupt said the Academy 

recently announced that it 
was recommended by the 
West Virginia governor’s 
office for an AMLER –
Abandoned Mine Lands 
Economic Revitalization – 
Grant, which will go to-
ward building the new fa-
cility in Tucker County. 

In the meantime, they are 
searching for a new loca-
tion to house the three-and-
a-half-week camp. 

“We’re looking for what 
we’re calling a bridge facil-
ity,” Haupt said. 

While the majority of the 
camp’s time is spent at a 
central location, the dele-
gates take trips around the 
state and to Washington, 
D.C. They may not be stay-
ing in Pocahontas County, 
but they will continue to 
have opportunities to visit 
the area and experience na-
ture and science related fa-
cilities here. 

“I would take them to 
Devil’s Backbone, which I 
feel is an unsung gem,” 
Haupt said. “We take them 
to Cass. We use a lot of the 

NYSC leaving 
Pocahontas County

FORGET THE GROUNDHOG. We may be hoping for an early spring, but who 
can’t appreciate the natural beauty and the wildlife found right here in Pocahon-
tas County in the winter - and every season, for that matter.  
 
Loanne Fatora shared her photo of a mother bobcat and one of her kittens. A sec-
ond kitten was off to the right.  
 
For the record, French Creek Freddie predicts an early spring. Punxsutawney Phil 
says six more weeks of winter. No one seems to agree these days! 

‘Where the wild things are’

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

More than 100 third 
through eighth 
grade Pocahontas 

County students converged 
on the Green Bank Observa-
tory January 28 for the an-
nual county Science and 
Engineering Fair. 

While the main point of 
the event was for students to 
present their projects in one 
of more than a dozen cate-
gories, there was also time 
for the students to do experi-
ments and learn additional 
science and engineering 
skills. 

The students competed in 
an alien scavenger hunt, built 
their own scribble bots, 
learned about the supercool-

ing properties of liquid nitro-
gen and tested their engi-
neering skills by building 
landers for a payload to 
Mars. 

That payload was an egg 
or as some students called it 
– an eggstronaut. 

Students whose projects 
placed first in their category 
are eligible to compete at the 
regional science fair in 
Greenbrier County March 
15. 

 
Elementary 

Animal Science –  third 
place, Briley Reed and 
Talleighia Reynolds, “Cat vs. 
Maze.” 

Behavioral and Social 
Science – first place, Rufus 
Morgan, “Soccer vs. Mood;” 
and second place, Emma 

Pugh, “Will the Color of a 
Drink Affect How the Drink 
Tastes?” 

Chemistry – first place, 
Fenna Marks, “Candy Chro-
matography;” and second 
place, Jerzie Jackson, “What 
Kind of Water will Take the 
Color off a Skittle?” 

Earth and Environmen-
tal Science – first place, 
Kysor Calhoun, “Rocks and 
Acid.” 

Energy – third place, Ca-
leb Moore, “Wind Energy.” 

Engineering – third place, 
Abigail Arbogast, “Water 
Filter.” 

Medical Science – second 
place, Cora Baldwin and 
Aaliyah Lawson, “Which 
Nail Polish Remover is 

Students explore  
science and engineering 
at annual county fair
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PRINTMAKER CAROLINE HANSON poses with her 
art vending machine at the Rivertown building in Mar-
linton. Last week, Hanson filled the machine with prints 
from her second series which includes salt rising bread, 
a cider press, butter beans and more. S. Stewart photo
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The following hearings 
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court 
before the Honorable Judges 
Robert E. Richardson and 
Patrick I. Via: 

A pre-trial hearing was 
held in the case the State vs 
Philip Curtis Leone, 40, of 
Elkins, wherein the State re-
lated that the matter is ready 
for a change of plea hearing. 
That hearing was set for Feb-
ruary 5. Leone was indicted 
on one count, burglary; and 
one count, grand larceny. 

Plea negotiations are on-
going in the case the State vs 

Justin Adam Cutlip, 44, of 
Marlinton. Cutlip was in-
dicted on four counts, sexual 
abuse in the first degree; and 
four counts, sexual abuse by 
a parent, guardian, custodian 
or person in position of trust 
of a child. 

A hearing on motion for 
reconsideration was held in 
the case the State vs 
Christina Giese, 42, of Arbo-
vale, wherein the defendant 
asked to be reconsidered for 
release to probation. The 
court suspended the pending 
balance of her sentence and 
Giese was placed on super-

vised probation with GPS 
monitoring for three years. 
She was required to do an as-
sessment through Pocahon-
tas County Day Report 
Center and is to have no con-
tact with the victim or tres-
pass on property. Court costs 
are to be paid within 18 
months of release. 

Roy Lynn Walker, 58, of 
Hillsboro, appeared by video 
from the Tygart Valley Re-
gional Jail for a hearing on 
motion to modify bond. De-
fense counsel asked that the 

The West Virginia 
Child Advocacy Net-
work (WVCAN) re-

leased its Statewide Data 
Report Monday for the 2024 
fiscal year (July 1, 2023, to 
June 30, 2024). The data in 
the report reflects service 
from West Virginia’s 21 
Child Advocacy Centers 
(CACs) which provided of-
ficial service to 47 of 55 
counties in the state. A CAC 
provides a safe, child-friend-
ly facility where child pro-
tection, criminal justice and 
child treatment professionals 
work together to investigate 
abuse, hold offenders ac-
countable and help children 

heal. 
During the year, CACs 

served 4,909 children – an 
8% increase in new children 
served in the last five years. 
Highlights from the report 
include: 

• 4,702 forensic interviews 
were conducted 

• 16% of the children 
served were there because of 
allegations of drug endan-
germent, 4 times higher than 
the national average 

• 29% of the children 
served were there because of 
allegations of sexual abuse 

• 44% of the children 
served by CACs were be-
tween the ages of 7-12 years 

• 94% of alleged offenders 

were someone the child 
knew 

• 30% of children are re-
ported to have one or more 
disabilities 

• 846 cases had charges 
filed 

• 336 individuals were 
convicted for crimes against 
children 

• 330,147 children (93% 
of the state’s population) live 
in a county officially served 
by a CAC 

• 22,217 children (7% of 
the state’s population) live in 
a county without official 
CAC coverage 

By Mountain State  
Spotlight staff 

 
This story was originally 

published by Mountain State 
Spotlight. Get stories like 
this delivered to your email 
inbox once a week; sign up 
for the free newsletter at 
mountainstatespotlight.org/ 
newsletter 

 

Foster kids who are try-
ing to reform West 
Virginia’s troubled 

child welfare system will 
have to wait longer for their 
day in court. 

On Wednesday, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Joseph R. Good-
win postponed the trial for 
the more than 5-year-old 
case until May 6. The trial 
had been scheduled for early 
March. 

The delay came as Moun-
tain State Spotlight pub-
lished the results of a six- 
month investigation into 
longstanding problems in 
West Virginia’s foster care 
system. 

The reporting found that, 
despite years of reform ef-
forts, West Virginia’s most 

vulnerable kids are still left 
behind by a system that 
doesn’t provide them the 
mental health help that they 
need. 

Despite touting new pro-
grams to send fewer kids to 

group homes and treatment 
centers, as of 2022, West 
Virginia was still putting half 
of the kids with any sort of 
disability into these types of 

Harriet & Co. Catering llc 

Personalized Catering 
Luncheons • Reunions 

Business Events • Receptions  
Private Events and more 

Call to book: 
Harriet Faulknier 
304-651-2291

More than $350,000*  
in cash and prizes!

Benefitting  
the

Saturday, August 2, 2025Saturday, August 2, 2025  
EARLY BIRD $2,000 DRAWING February 28!EARLY BIRD $2,000 DRAWING February 28!  

Buy your tickets today at www.snowshoefoundation.org 
Two chances to win on every ticket. You do not have to be present to win.                             

*Drawing held at Snowshoe Mountain.  
•Winners will be contacted and posted on the website.• 

All prizes will be awarded. *Non-cash prizes based on Dealer recommended MSRP.

Tickets 
$150 

Only  
5,000 will 
be sold!
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Circuit Court

Daily Specials!  
Call or visit our FB page

WEEKEND SPECIAL -  
FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY:  

Chef’s Choice

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/
  
 

Main Street, Durbin • 304-456-4506

Specials!Specials!
Sunday, February 9 

8 a.m - 7 p.m. 
Large, one-meat topping pizza, 
and one lb. of wings  . . . .$26  

Two large, two meat topping  
pizzas, two lbs. of wings .$56 
One lb. wings and                        
crinkle fries  . . . . . . . . . . . .$13 
Half lb. of wings and                    
crinkle fries  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9

Six-pack beer 
$12  

Carry out available 
Pitcher of beer 

$11 
Pitcher of              

Big Timber $13 

STATION 2 RESTAURANT

Special Valentine’s Day Dinner Friday, Feb. 14! 
Limited seating - reservations required:  304-653-2646            

or hillsboropub@gmail.com 

Two seatings available:  5 and 7: 30 p.m.  Enjoy a three-

course meal with complimentary champagne,  $45/person. 

Watch for more details in  week’s Valentine Promotion! 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Thursday - Saturday  11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sunday  11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Breakfast served Saturday and Sunday 9 - 11 a.m.
7847 Seneca Trail, Hillsboro • 304-653-2646

All You Can Eat! 

Buckwheat Pancake Fundraiser 
to support Pocahontas County Farmers Markets! 

Live maple syrup demonstrations, vendors 

February 15 • 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Green Bank Fire Department 
4676 Potomac Highlands Trail, Green Bank 

$15 Adults • $10 Children age 5 - 16 • Younger than 5 Free 

To purchase tickets, please contact PCFM via Facebook 

Laura Macklem: Laura@numnumfarms.com  540-969-9666 

Mia Evens: mzr137@gmail.com 

see Foster pg 12

see WVCAN pg 12

see Court pg 10

Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter 

 

At its January 29 
meeting, the Poca-
hontas County Solid 

Waste Authority (SWA) 
voted to accept the revised 
landfill purchase deed and 
the mutual agreement be-
tween the SWA and the sell-
ers – Fertig Family Farm. 
As the Pocahontas County 
Commission did when they 
approved it, the SWA mem-
bers added that this ap-
proval is contingent upon 
the seller’s willingness to 
forego any lease payment 
owed after January 1. The 
contingency has yet to be 

presented to the Fertig Fam-
ily Farm representatives, 
but the members said this 
would be done before the 
February 4 county commis-
sion meeting so that if the 
contingency is also agreed 
to by the sellers before that 
meeting, details such as a 
settlement date and proce-
dures can be set at that 
meeting. Member Jamie 
Walker reminded the other 
members that if the seller 
requires the lease payment 
that was due on January 1, 
2025, the sale will not hap-
pen, and the SWA will need 
to make the payment. 

The SWA members also 
held elections for Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman for the 
upcoming year. Since the 
current Chairman, Ed Riley, 
declined to run for reelec-
tion, the members nomi-
nated Dave Henderson to be 
their new Chairman and 
David McLaughlin to be 
Vice-Chairman. There were 
no other nominations and 
they were elected. 

The SWA’s CPA, Mark 
Joseph, delivered a review 
of his detailed financial 
statement. He described 
employee expenses, assets, 
liabilities, income from 
green boxes and tipping 
fees, and other very detailed 

The West Virginia De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (WVDA) is sus- 

pending all poultry exhibi-
tions, shows, swaps, meets 
and sales at flea markets or 
auction markets in response 
to the ongoing threat of 
Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza (HPAI). This deci-
sion follows recent HPAI 
confirmations in commercial 
poultry operations in multi-
ple surrounding states, as 
well as a confirmed case in a 
backyard flock in Pocahon-

tas County earlier this 
month. Additionally, federal 
and state wildlife agencies 
have detected the virus in 
wild bird populations 
through ongoing surveil-
lance efforts. 

“This is a serious threat to 
West Virginia’s poultry in-
dustry which is the largest 
overall contributor to our 
state’s animal industry econ-
omy - this action provides 
added safeguard,” said West 
Virginia Commissioner of 
Agriculture Kent Leonhardt. 

“This nationwide outbreak 
has been ongoing since 
2022, and we have worked 
closely with poultry industry 
stakeholders and our intera-
gency partners to prepare for 
and respond when needed to 
a West Virginia outbreak.” 

HPAI has been detected 
regionally in both commer-
cial and backyard poultry 
flocks, with cases rising na-
tionwide ahead of the spring 
migratory waterfowl season. 

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

There were three items 
on the agenda for 
Monday night’s Mar-

linton Town Council meet-
ing and council swiftly 
worked its way through 
them. 

Under New Business, 
Mayor Sam Felton led a 
brief discussion about cele-
brating the 275th birthday of 
the town of Marlinton. Fel-
ton explained that the town 

was settled by English 
colonists Jacob Marlin and 
Stephen Sewell in 1749. 

Felton said he spoke to 
First Friday organizers Lau-
ren Bennett and Luci Mo-
sesso and they agreed that 
the celebration could be part 
of a First Friday celebration. 

Council approved to move 
forward with plans to organ-
ize a celebration of the an-
niversary later this year. 

Council also approved the 
third and final reading of 
corrections to the ordinance 

to amend the refuse and 
garbage ordinance and in-
crease collection rates, and 
second reading of changes 
to the general penalty ordi-
nance. 

Marlinton Town Council 
meets the first Monday of 
each month, excluding holi-
days, at 7 p.m. in the Mar-
linton municipal building 
audi- torium. The public is 
welcome to attend in person 
or online through a Zoom 
link.

Jaynell Graham 
Editor 

 

Sentencing was held 
January 29 in the case 
the State vs Tony Gar-

retson, 58, of Hillsboro, in 
the matter of the April 10, 
2023 deaths of Darren Jack-
son, 59, and his son, Ryan 
Jackson, 32. 

The following is the com-
plete Sentencing Order as re-
ceived from the court: 

On the 29th day of Janu-
ary 2025, the above refer-
enced criminal action came 

on for Sentencing before the 
Honorable Robert E. 
Richardson, Circuit Judge. 
The State of West Virginia 
was present by its Special 
Prosecuting Attorney John 
G. Ours. The defendant ap-
peared in person and by his 
counsel Michael Whitt and 
Kristopher Faerber. 

Thereupon the court made 
inquiry of counsel as to 
whether all had received the 
Pre-Sentence Investigation 
report and whether or not 
there were any corrections or 
additions thereto necessary. 

Thereupon defense coun-
sel Michael Whitt advised 
the Court that the Pre-Sen-
tence Investigation report 
was in all respects proper 
and there were no additions 
or corrections other than 
within the area on possible 
sentences it was indicated 
that a 60-day evaluation 
would be possible which is 
not the case with a misde-
meanor, otherwise the Pre-
Sentence was correct. 

MTC prepares for big celebration

West Virginia foster kids 
have waited more than five 
years for their day in court

Poultry Exhibition and 
Sale events suspended

Garretson sentenced to 
maximum two years 
for negligent homicides

WVCAN release 2024 
child abuse statistics

SWA accepts revised  
landfill deed and agreement

see SWA pg 10

see Poultry pg 10

see Sentenced pg 10



The Pocahontas County 
Opera House will pre-
sent “Opry Night: 

Story Sessions Live” Satur-
day, February 15, at 7 p.m.  

This eagerly anticipated 
evening will feature some of 
the region’s most cherished 
old-time and bluegrass musi-
cians and storytellers, offer-
ing a captivating blend of 
personal stories and dynamic 
performances. 

The “Opera House Story 
Sessions” originated during 
the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, trans-
forming from a series of 
video performances into a 
notable “Best of Story Ses-
sions” album and an ac-
claimed podcast. These stor- 
ies have resonated with audi-
ences through Allegheny 
Mountain Radio and have 
been documented in The 
Pocahontas Times. Now, 
these narratives and melo-
dies will be celebrated live, 
providing an immersive ex-

perience for attendees. 
An exciting lineup of mu-

sicians and storytellers will 
grace the stage, featuring 
both new and returning per-
formers. Hazel Riley, a ris-
ing singer and musician from 
the county, has been study-
ing with Robbin Kessenger 
and Alice Gerrard. Kirk 
Judd, a lifelong West Virgin-
ian, member of the Ap-
palachian Literary League, 
founding member, and for-
mer president of West Vir-
ginia Writers, Inc., and a 
founding member and cre-
ative writing instructor for 
Allegheny Echoes, Inc., will 
also perform. 

Returning performers in-
clude Mike Bing, a mandolin 
player and founder of Al-
legheny Echoes, who is also 
a member of the Bing Broth-
ers. Richard Hefner, a found-
ing member of the Black 
Mountain Bluegrass Boys 
known for his traditional 
bluegrass banjo playing and 

tenor vocals, has also re-
corded a live album at the 
Opera House. Husband and 
wife duo, Mike and Mary 
Sue originally met during a 
music session at “Breaking 
Up Christmas” in Lexington, 
Virginia. Their journey led to 
their debut performance as 
“Juanita Fireball and the 
Continental Drifters” at the 
Pocahontas County Opera 
House in 2008. 

Tickets are available for a 
$10 donation, with free ad-
mission for those aged 17 
and younger, ensuring acces-
sibility for families and en-
couraging youth engagement 
with the arts. Tickets can be 
secured at the 4th Avenue 
Gallery in Marlinton online 
at pocahontasoperahouse.org 
or at the venue the night of 
the performance – subject to 
availability. 

The Opera House Per-
formance Series receives 
significant support from 

grants provided by the West 
Virginia Division of Culture 
and History and the West 
Virginia Commission on the 
Arts. Additional support 
from the Pocahontas County 
Dramas, Fairs, and Festivals, 
as well as the Pocahontas 
County Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau, plays a crucial 
role in sustaining this vibrant 
cultural institution. As the 
Opera House celebrates this 
milestone season, the 250-
seat theater stands as an en-
during symbol of commun- 
ity dedication to both local 
talent and international art-
istry.  

This event promises to be 
a memorable highlight, 
showcasing the region’s rich 
cultural heritage through sto-
ries and music. 

For more information and 
to purchase tickets for “Opry 
Night: Story Sessions Live,” 
please visit pocahontasopera 
house.org 

304-636-7732 
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.  
elkinsmotorsports.net 

Expert service for Pocahontas County
and beyond since 1983

WV002417

Septic Systems • Perc Tests • Hydroseeding
Roads • Driveways • Basements • Footers

FFREE ESTIMATES
304.653.4357

Chris Rose • Elm Street, Hillsboro

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES
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Hearty Breakfast 

Casserole 
 

You have company 
coming to stay for a 
couple of days, and 

they are asking you to make 
something special for break-
fast. Being a good cook and 
an even better friend, you tell 
them you have just the 
recipe. It is made with spin-
ach, onions, mascarpone, 
Parmesan, eggs, Half-and-
Half, and English Muffins. 
As my friend Lol said when 
he tasted it, “Chef, you’ve 
hit it out of the park with this 
one.”  

Makes 6 hearty servings. 
Ingredients: 
10-ounce package  of 

frozen chopped spinach 
(thawed and drained) 

1  tablespoon extra-virgin 
olive oil 

1 cup yellow onion 
(chopped) 

3 cloves garlic (minced) 
8-ounces  mascarpone 

cheese 
1 cup  Parmesan cheese 

(grated and divided)  
2 teaspoons salt (divided) 
1 teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper (divided) 

10 large eggs 
1 2/3 cups Half-and-Half 
1/4 teaspoon crushed red 

pepper 
6 English Muffins (split) 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees. Prepare a 9x13-inch 
baking dish with cooking 
spray.  

Place the spinach on a 
clean kitchen towel and 
squeeze firmly over the sink 
to remove as much liquid as 
possible. Set aside. 

Heat the oil in a large skil-
let over medium-high heat. 
Add the onion and cook, stir-
ring occasionally, until 
translucent, about four min-
utes. Add the garlic and cook 
until fragrant, about 30 sec-
onds. Stir in the spinach; 
cook, stirring often and 
breaking up with a wooden 
spoon, until it looks dried 
out, about two minutes. Set 
aside to cool. 

Reserve 1/4 cup of the 
spinach mixture. Transfer 
the remaining mixture to a 

medium bowl. Add mascar-
pone cheese, 1/2 cup of 
Parmesan, 1/2 teaspoon of 
salt, and 1/2 teaspoon of 
black pepper. Stir until well 
combined, then set aside. 

In a large bowl, whisk the 
eggs, Half-and-Half, crushed 
red pepper, the reserved 1/4 
cups of spinach mixture, 1/4 
cup of Parmesan, the re-
maining 1 1/2 teaspoons of 
salt, and 1/2 teaspoon of 
black pepper until well com-
bined.  

Arrange the bottom halves 
of the English Muffins in the 
baking dish in three rows of 
two. Evenly spread the 
spinach-mascarpone mixture 
over the muffins. Cover with 
the English Muffin tops. 
Pour the egg mixture over 

the casserole, then press 
down on the English Muffins 
to submerge them. Sprinkle 
with the remaining 1/2 cups 
of Parmesan. Cover the dish 
with foil and refrigerate for 
at least one hour before bak-
ing. 

Uncover and bake the 
casserole in the preheated 
oven until just set and the 
tops of the English Muffins 
are golden brown—about 45 
minutes. Remove from the 
oven and let cool for at least 
10 minutes before serving so 
that it sets properly.  

Chef Randy Graham, the 
healthy chef. Providing con-
sistently good vegetarian 
comfort food recipes. Cook-
books are available at Ama-
zon.

This week’s post 
comes from Emily 
Castilleja, librarian 

for Pocahontas County Li-
brary and Visitor Informa-
tion Centers’ Hillsboro 
branch. Emily reviews one 
of the best-selling books of 
the 20th century. 

Last week, while putting 
away books, I stumbled 
across a well-loved classic. 
You’ve seen it everywhere 
– on coffee tables, in class-
rooms, and even on T-
shirts. It’s one of those 
books that people of all 
ages seem to adore. Natu-
rally, I opened it, thinking, 
it’s been ages since I read 
this.  

This isn’t just a story. It’s 
a gripping tale of chaos, 
control and one charismatic 
wanderer who redefines 
what it means to upend a 
rainy day. 

The plot begins on a 
gloomy afternoon, where 
two siblings are trapped in 
their home, staring out the 
window and contemplating 
boredom. Enter The Visi-
tor, a man of mystery and 

mischief who strides unin-
vited into their lives. This 
isn’t just some aimless 
drifter; he’s a philosopher 
of anarchy, armed with a 
sharp wit, a disregard for 
social norms, and an alarm-
ing ability to juggle things 
that shouldn’t be juggled. 

What follows is equal 
parts fever dream and cau-
tionary tale. The Visitor’s 
presence is transformative 
– he awakens something in 
the children, challenging 
their ideas of freedom, 
rules and just how much 
destruction one house can 
endure in a single after-
noon. 

The supporting charac-
ters add even more tension. 
The family’s one voice of 
reason – a rigid, rule-loving 
authority figure – tries in 
vain to rein in the chaos, 
only to be consistently ig-
nored. Then there are the 
accomplices: two unnamed 
forces of nature whose an-
tics escalate the destruction 
to almost mythical propor-

1. Which U.S. president owned a pet hyena? 
2. What were the first words Edison spoke into the 

phonograph he had just invented? 
3. What was the first message Samuel Morse sent over 

the first long-distance telegraph line in the United States. 
4. Approximately how long did the gunfight last at the 

O.K Corral in Tombstone, Arizona?

Bristles scratched… 
His cookie’s map… 
That’s what… 
Made poor… 
Ginger snap. 
Burma-Shave 

We’ve made Grandpa… 
Look so youthful… 
His pension board… 
Thinks… 
He’s untruthful. 
Burma-Shave

TRIVIA – a little 

something to think about
Courtesy of Chuck Cornell

  
 

     oCourtesy off the Ruth

  
 

     

A Blastfromthe Past
h Friel Estate

Library Lines
by Joe Miller, 

Director of Development

Chef 
Randy

see Library pg 12

‘Story Sessions Live’ at the Opera House

Chef Randy Graham

Hearty Breakfast Casserole

The deadline for Letters to the Editor  
is Monday at noon. Writers may use a 

maximum of 600 words. Letters should 
be issue-oriented and never personal. 

Send letters to  
jsgraham@pocahontastimes.com 

For further information, please contact  
The Pocahontas Times  

at 304-799-4973.



OPERA HOUSE 
“Opry Night: Story Ses-

sions Live” Saturday, Febru-
ary 15, at 7 p.m. Tickets, 
$10, are available in advance 
at 4th Avenue Gallery and 
online at pocahontasopera 
house.org or at the door the 
night of the performance. 
Ages 17 and younger are ad-
mitted free of charge. 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE  

Testing for Amateur 
Radio licenses including 
upgrades will be held Tues-
day, February 11, at 6:30 
p.m. at  Cass Firehouse.   
Contact Rudy Marrujo at 
304-456-3057 with ques-
tions and to reserve your 
space. 

Green Boxes winter 
hours: Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. 
and Wednesdays and Satur-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
MEETINGS 

West Virginia Prayer Al-
liance Thursday, February 
20, 6:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Wellness Center in Mar-
linton. Gather to pray for our 
community and our country. 
For more information, call 
Kim at 304-439-0593.  

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, first 
Monday of each month 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at McClintic 
Library. Everyone welcome. 

Upper Pocahontas Com-
munity Cooperative second 
Monday of each month 6:30 
p.m. at Durbin Community 

Library. Call 304-456-4994 
for more info. 

 
LIBRARY EVENTS  

Linwood Little Librari-
ans Playgroup Fridays at 
Linwood Library, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m.   

Friday Fun at the Durbin 
Community Library Fridays 
from 4 to 5 p.m. for ages 
three to 10. 

Budding Bookworms at 
Green Bank Library Wed-
nesdays at 10:30 a.m. Story 
time and play group for chil-
dren ages five and younger, 
accompanied by a grown up. 
Cancelled when schools are 
closed.  

Budding Bookworms 
Playgroup at McClintic 
Public Library Thursdays, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Story 
time and play for children 
five and younger.  

 
PARKS AND REC 

Yoga at Durbin Library, 
Tuesdays through March 11, 
5 p.m. $7/class or $35/6-
week series. Call 304-799-
7386 to register 

Relief Printing Valentine 
Workshops, taught by Car-
oline Hanson, for ages 13 to 
adult, Thursday, February 6, 

at the Wellness Center in 
Marlinton and Wednesday, 
February 12, at Green Bank 
Library, 6 to 8 p.m. each 
evening. $15. Pre-registra-
tion required by calling 304-

799-7386 
After school club Kids 

Valentine Making, Thurs-
day, February 13, 3:30 to 5 

Crescent Roll King Cake 
1 can crescent rolls 
4 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened  
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 cup pecans or walnuts, 

chopped 
1/4 cup brown sugar 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1/4 tsp. almond extract, 

optional 
1 1/2 -2 Tbsp. water or 

milk 
Heat oven to 350 degrees. 

Put parchment paper on bak-
ing sheet.  Open can of cres-
cent rolls and place on 
parchment paper to form a 
rectangle. Place softened 
cream cheese, powdered 
sugar and vanilla extract in 
small bowl and use hand 
mixer to blend well.  Spread 
cream cheese mixture down 
center of crescent rolls.  Mix 
nuts with brown sugar and 
spread over cream cheese 
mixture.   Using a sharp 
knife, slice from edge of 
cream cheese to outer edge -
about 6 slices on each side.  
Place cut pieces over cream 
cheese and nut filling. Form 

log into a circle.  Bake at 350 
for 15 minutes.   

Let cool slightly then mix 
1/2 cup powdered sugar with 
almond extract and water or 
milk.  Mix well.  Pour over 
center of roll.  Top with pur-
ple, green and gold sugar or 
sprinkles.   Place a plastic 
baby or bean in the bottom 
of the cake.   Whoever gets 
the baby or bean in their 
piece is King or Queen for 
the day and must make the 
next King Cake to share.  
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GLADES  
BUILDING SUPPLY 

Marlinton • 304-799-4912

ALL BLACKSTONE ACCESSORIES  

10% OFF  
with the purchase of Blackstone grills!

GRILL SALE!
$49999

plus tax

Tired of lost or  
damaged         

packages? 

We can 
help! 

We offer convenient and secure 
pickup service  for just $1.             

Have your package shipped to our office and we 
will hold it for you. Mon. ­ Fri. 9 a.m. ­ 5 p.m.

204 Eighth St., Marlinton • 304­992­7355

Sam Gibson  
Pocahontas County Board of  Education 

Our students are 
sweethearts…

…and we’re 
sweet on  

Pocahontas 
County 

Schools! 
Happy Valentine’s Day 

Fall in love with school - because it’s COOL!

              SHOOTING  
      MATCH 

Saturday, Feb. 8 • 6 p.m. 
 I.0.0.F. Lobelia Lodge #386, Lobelia Road, Hillsboro 

 No choke tubes or sleeves. 
Not responsible for accidents. No alcohol allowed on premises.

see Calendar pg 13

see Cookin’ pg 14
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Dear Editor, 
It’s not right. 
Those guys, many of 

whom thought they were 
being patriotic and thought 
they were doing the right 
thing, assaulted police offi-
cers, smashed windows, 
broke into the Capitol and 
vandalized it.  When the riot 
was over 174 police officers 
were injured, and $2 million 
worth of damage was done. 

In spite of the best inten-
tions of some, they broke nu-
merous basic laws.  Are they 
not to be held accountable 
for their actions?   Do we 
want to condone assaulting 
police officers? 

And now Donald Trump is 
persecuting the FBI person-
nel who were just doing their 
jobs investigating these 
crimes.   

Most of those FBI workers 
are just regular folks like us 
who want to pay the rent, 
feed their families and do the 

right thing. 
Persecuting them is not 

right! 
Bob Must 
Hillsboro  

 
Dear Editor; 

As we enter a new year 
and the County Commission 
considers funding priorities, 
I would recommend that the 
top one should be a fully 
funded 24/7 EMS service 
county wide.    Having a 
timely response to medical 
emergencies can make a dif-
ference between life and 
death. Our current system 
cannot meet this standard 
consistently as has been 
proven by past events.    

This is in no way a             
critique of the brave and 
dedicated volunteers who 
provide this service, but you 
can only expect so much 
from volunteers who must 
balance their private lives 
and jobs with community 

service.   
So, before any money is 

spent on feel good programs, 
please make this end goal a 
priority and do it without 
significant delay.   

 Respectfully,  
Joseph Kaffl  

Hillsboro 
 

Dear Editor, 
Here is the essential part 

of a letter I sent almost a 
month ago to both our 
County Commission and to 
our new sheriff.    None of 
them has given me the cour-
tesy of a reply, let alone a 
useful response. Perhaps 
some of my friends and 
neighbors will want answers, 
also. 

“I have a question about 
the relatively new Court-
house security policy. 

One day last Fall, I, hav-
ing business to conduct in 
the Courthouse, encountered 
this policy in the form of the 

sole entrance being ob-
structed by a metal detector 
and two ladies staffing it. 
They told me that I was not 
allowed to enter with the 
knife that I wear every day, 
that I have carried in and out 
of our Courthouse (and other 
courthouses) hundreds of 
times over the last thirty 
years. 

To make a long story 
short, they got Sheriff Jeff 
Barlow on the phone.  He re-
explained the policy.  I said 
that we must abide by the 
law, not some policy. The 
law as I understand it pro-
hibits “deadly weapons” in a 
building containing a court-
room, and included in the 
definition of “deadly 
weapons” are knives with 
blades six inches long or 
longer.   My knife’s blade is 
five and three-quarters 
inches long, and I have been 

Educational Dinner Meeting 
WVU Extension will host an Education Dinner Meeting, 

Tuesday, February 11, at 6:30 p.m. in the Marlinton Mu-
nicipal Building auditorium. 

Guest speaker will be Dr. Paul Kinder. Dr. Kinder has ex-
perience in GIS and Remote Sensing, UAVs (drones), en-
vironmental and ecological restoration, natural resources 
planning and management, and social network analysis. He 
will address FAA requirements to be a licensed drone pilot, 
introduce these innovative technologies, and provide ex-
amples of using drones in animal monitoring, planning/con-
servation, invasive species identification/mapping, and 
eradication.     

To attend the meeting, you must RSVP by calling the Ex-
tension office at 304-799-4852 by Friday February 7. For 
those who’d like dinner, there will be a $5 charge to help 
cover the cost.   

*No pesticide credits for this meeting.

Is it just me? New Year’s 
Day  was yesterday and 
now January is gone. 

Snowplowing was the main 
order of business early in the 
month. Frozen water pipes 
and sewer issues were made 
even more difficult during 
the zero-weather. But the 
good news is Marlinton was 
spared from a flood over the 
weekend and Punxsutaw-
ney-Phil says six weeks until 
spring. Life keeps moving, 
ready or not. 

Sara Cottingham, Mon 
Forest Town Grant Writer 
has completed and submitted 
the CDBG Grant for the 
Downtown Trailhead Proj-
ect. Thanks to Betsy at Re-
gion-4, and Marcus with The 
Thrasher Group for provid-

ing the information needed 
to complete a 276-page grant 
application. Residents 
should know The Conserva-
tion Fund (TFC) in corpora-
tion with the  Rockefeller 
Philanthropy  provided the 
funding for Sara’s support. 
To date, the town has con-
tributed zero funding.  

If the $500,000 Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) is awarded, 
$25,000 of the County Com-
mission funding will be used 
as the local share.  

Remaining ARPA funds 
have been “obligated” to the 
sewer portion of the upcom-
ing Town project. The idea 
being that this would be 

What’s 
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

Greg Hamons, Luci Mosesso and Connie Burns 
You Can Count On Us! 304-799-4852

Extension Service ~ Pocahontas County

see Mayor’s pg 14

see Letters pg 14



Dr. David  
Bennet, Jr. 

At 7:52 p.m. Thursday, 
January 30, 2025, David 
Hughes Bennet took his last 
breath at home, with his wife 
and caregivers at his side.  

David Bennet’s experi-
ence as a nuclear physicist, 
mathematician, engineer, ed-
ucator, businessman and 
neuroscientist spans many 
years of service in the Mili-
tary, Civil Service and Pri-
vate Industry. This life 
well-lived includes funda-
mental research in underwa-
ter acoustics and nuclear 
physics, frequent design and 
facilitation of organizational 
interventions, serving as 
technical director and chief 
engineer of two major DoD 
Acquisition programs, and 
international recognition as a 
leader in the field of Knowl-
edge Management. For 20 
years, Dr. Bennet was CEO, 
then Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Knowledge Offi-
cer of a professional services 
firm located in Alexandria, 
Virginia. Prior to that he 
served in the U.S. Navy for 
23 years, moving from Sea-
man Recruit to Lieutenant 
Commander. A Viet Nam 
veteran, David had struggled 
as an Agent Orange victim, 
surviving with a heart condi-
tion into his 91st year of life.  

He is predeceased by his 
parents, David H. Bennet, Sr. 
and Frances Frazier Bennet; 
his first two wives, Betty 
Moore and Judy Galloway; 
his sister, Barbara (who 
served as Innkeeper at the 
Mountain Quest Inn for 
seven years); brother, John 
(Dana); and his daughter, 
Melanie.  

He is survived by his wife, 
Alex; his children, Jackson, 
Steve (Colleen), Rick (An-
gela), Bill and Cindy; as well 
as stepchildren, Ginny, Bill, 
Andy and John; several 
grandchildren; and nieces 
and nephews.  

David and Alex were mar-
ried for 30 years, traveling, 
speaking and teaching 
around the world. Early in 
their marriage, David shared 
his dream of building a re-
search and retreat center, 
which then became their 
dream. The Mountain Quest 
Institute emerged in 2001-
2003, built in a beautiful val-
ley at the edge of Frost. In 
the pursuing years the facil-
ity has served individuals, 
organizations and the com-
munity in many ways, striv-
ing to bring learning, 
relaxation and joy to those it 
touches. 

Dr. David Bennet is a Phi 
Beta Kappa, Sigma Pi 
Sigma, and Suma Cum 
Laude graduate of the Uni-
versity of Texas, and holds 
degrees in Mathematics, 
Physics, Nuclear Physics, 
Liberal Arts, Human and Or-
ganizational Development, 
Human Development, and 
Neuroscience. A life-long 
learner himself, at the turn of 
the century Dr. Bennet dedi-
cated 10 years of his life ex-
ploring new developments in 
neuroscience and their im-
pact on adult learning, cul-
minating in an expanded 
model of adult experiential 
learning, which more re-
cently is the foundation of 

the book Unleashing the 
Human Mind: A Consilience 
Approach to Managing Self.  

Overall, through the Insti-
tute David and Alex Bennet 
co-authored more than 40 
books. A foundational work 
was Organizational Survival 
in the New World: The Intel-
ligent Complex Adaptive 
System, a new model of the 
firm based on research in 
complexity and neuroscience 
and incorporating network-
ing theory and knowledge 
management, turning the liv-
ing system metaphor into a 
reality for organizations. In 
addition to developing a new 
theory of knowledge, the In-
stitute published significant 
research focused on leader-
ship, decision-making, the 
intelligent social change 
journey, knowledge manage-
ment, knowledge capacities, 
creativity and innovation.  

In his later years, David 
fervently researched the 
nexus of Science, the Hu-
manities and Spirituality. In 
the early Summer of 2024 he 
wrote the foreword for the 
book Whole Thought: The 
Rise of Human Intelligence. 
Following is a direct quote 
from that book: 

“There are winds blowing 
through the mind. Some-
times you can capture it, a 
realization of reality and 
how you can use it. They are 
fairly light, and they do 
move, and they do touch 
your thoughts directly … 
what’s being built, what’s 
broken, not used. I know that 
I am going to—need to—
think. About what I (me) the 
individual, one individual, 
one of a lot of other people, 
want to do and can do to stay 
in this world and learn and 
act and help others who can-
not act but want to learn. 
What makes sense in this 
world?” 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider contributing to     
the completion of David’s 
dream, moving the Mountain 
Quest Institute into the future 
as a trust, with a next-gener-
ation board of directors, to 
continue its dedicated quests 
for knowledge, conscious-
ness and meaning.  

Donations can be sent to 
Mountain Quest Institute, 
303 Mountain Quest Lane, 
Marlinton, WV, 24954, 
USA. Please indicate 
“David’s memorial.”   

Barbara Dilley 
Barbara Ann “Barb” Bev-

erage Dilley was born No-
vember 15,1958 and raised 
on her family farm, Sunrise 
Farm, in Clover Lick, passed 
away on January 28, 2025, in 
Buckhannon. She passed, 
surrounded by family and 
under the care of WVU Hos-
pice, after a short battle with 
an aggressive form of meta-
static melanoma cancer.  

Barb was a homemaker 
who spent her time caring 
for her family and working 
on the family farm with her 
father. She had spent the last 
several years babysitting and 
helping to raise her grand-
children. She loved to sew, 
read, play cards (Clean 
Hands, Dirty Feet) and do 
cross stitch. She loved going 

to the beach to sit in the sand 
to read and walk in the water. 
She enjoyed making maple 
syrup on her family farm 
every winter and making hay 
in the summer. Barb was ac-
tive in her daughters’ activi-
ties and frequently chape- 
roned school and club trips, 
made baked goods for fund-
raisers and volunteered her 
time at school and 4-H func-
tions. She also supported her 
grandchildren by attending 
their sporting events and 
school functions. She en-
joyed traveling with her hus-
band to see friends, and their 
day trip car rides and vaca-
tions with her grandchildren. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 44 years, Jim; 
daughters, Rebecca and 
Abby; sons-in-law, Chad 
Marsh and Levi Bender; and 
her beloved grandchildren, 
Makenna, Bael and Kai, all 
of Buckhannon; parents, 
Richard and Jane Beverage; 
brother, Danny, and sister-in-
law, Cheryl; and nieces and 
nephew, Kelsey, Cole (Whit-
ney, Charlie and Harper) and 
Katelynn Beverage, all of 
Clover Lick.  

Per her request, the body 
will be cremated.  

A celebration of life will 
be held Sunday, February 16, 
2025, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
Community Wellness Center 
in Marlinton.  

Barb became involved in 
4-H through her daughters. 
She helped with meetings 
and activities, chaperoned at 
State Dance Camp and 
helped with meals at county 
camp and was part of the Big 
Foot Tribe. 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that donations be 
made in Barb’s honor to Poc-
ahontas County 4-H. Dona-
tions, in check form, should 
be made to and mailed to:  

Pocahontas 4-H Leaders 
Association, 900 E 10th Av-
enue, Marlinton, WV 24954  

 
Kenneth 

Nottingham 
Kenneth Karl “Ken” Not-

tingham, of Hoschton, Geor-
gia, passed away Sunday, 
December 15, 2024, just 
days before his 75th birth-
day. 

Born December 23, 1949, 
he was the only child of the 
late Ralph and Mary Not-
tingham. 

He spent much of his early 
life living in a two-story 
white house on Third Av-
enue in Marlinton.  

He was affectionately 
called “Tadpole” by his fam-
ily, as a nod to his father, 
who was nicknamed “Toad.” 

After graduating from 
Marlinton High School, Ken 
went on to study at Concord 
College where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion with a teaching field in 
mathematics and a master’s 
degree in educational admin-
istration. That kicked off a 
long career in education. His 
first job was teaching math 
in Petersburg. He also 
worked part-time as a tele-
scope operator for the 
world’s largest telescope at 
the National Radio Astron-
omy Observatory in Green 
Bank. 

He went on to be principal 
at Hillsboro Elementary and 
Middle School before mov-
ing to Surfside Beach, South 
Carolina, where he taught 
AP Calculus at Mrytle Beach 
High School.  

He was awarded teacher 
of the year before retiring. 

While Ken was considered 
a brilliant mathematician, his 
greatest “job” in life was lov-

ing and caring for his wife, 
Sally. They were devoted to 
one another for 55 years but 
have known each other their 
entire lives. The two, along 
with their only child, Shawn, 
were the “Three Amigos” for 
many years, until Shawn 
married Mandy, and they 
gave Ken two grandsons. 

 Ken asked to be called 
“Pop” but after many failed 
attempts, he had to settle for 
the only name his grandsons 
could properly pronounce.  

From that time forward, 
Ken’s name became “Bob.” 

Bob loved do-it-yourself 
projects and odd jobs around 
the house. He found joy in 
fixing and tinkering with 
small electronics and even 
built his own TV. He also en-
joyed golfing, but his fa-
vorite hobby was spending 
time with his family. The 
love he had for each of them 
was deeply felt and recipro-
cated. 

He is survived by his 
much-loved wife, Sally; son, 
Shawn, and wife, Mandy; 
grandsons, McChord and 
Campbell; several brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law; 
and many nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial service will 
be held Sunday, February 16, 
2025, at 1 p.m. at Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church in 
Hillsboro. 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations be 
made to either Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church, where 
he was a member for many 
years, or to Hillsboro ele-
mentary School. 

Charlotte Ratliff 
Charlotte Louise Ratliff, 

83, of Buckeye, passed away 
Monday, February 3, 2025, 
at the Seneca Trail Health 
Center in Fairlea.   

Born August 20, 1941, in 
Valley Head, she was a 
daughter of the late Earl 
Phillips and Bonnie Ilene 
Davis Sharp.   

Charlotte attended the 
Campbelltown Church and 
was a homemaker. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Lonnie Ratliff; 
brother, Roger Sharp; and a 
good friend, John Hannah. 

She is survived by her 
children, Sheila Touchstone, 
of Buckeye, Gina Curry, and 
significant other, Mike 
Henry, of Rocky River, 
Ohio, and Lonnie Ratliff II, 
and wife, Charlee, of York, 
South Carolina; sister, 
Wanda Hamilton, and hus-
band, Ralph, of Marlinton; 
six grandchildren, Jamie 

Curry, Matthew Curry, Tasha 
Knicely, Elizabeth Shirey, 
Colby Ratliff and Caleb 
Ratliff; six great-grandchil-
dren; two great-great-grand-
children; and a host of nieces 
and nephews.  

Funeral service will be 
held 1 p.m. Saturday, Febru-
ary 8, 2025, at Lantz Funeral 
Home in Buckeye with Pas-
tor Sam Felton officiating.  
Burial will follow in the Kee 
Cemetery on Bucks Run 
Road in Buckeye. 

The family will receive 
friends from noon until time 
of service 

Online condolences may 
be made at Lantzfuneral 
home.com 

Martin Sharp 
Martin A. Sharp Sr., 77, a 

lifelong resident of Marlin-
ton, died Monday, January 
27, 2025, at Pocahontas Me-
morial Hospital. 

Born March 20, 1947, in 
Marlinton, he was a son of 
the late Oscar Sharp and 
Margaret Noonan Sharp.  

He served in the Army 
during the Vietnam War. He 
was a heavy equipment op-
erator for mining companies 
and a member of Marlinton 
Lodge 127 AF &AM.  

Martin was an outdoors-
man. He greatly enjoyed 
hunting and fishing, taking 
his children and nephews as 
often as possible. He would 
often tell stories of his time 
as a child, hunting with his 
father and uncle, the “Sharp 
Bear Hunting Twins.” He 
was a kind and generous in-
dividual who greatly enjoyed 
watching local kids grow in 

sports. He would attend mul-
tiple football and basketball 
games to support and cheer 
on the Warriors. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Oscar and 
Margaret Noonan Sharp; 
brother, Duane Sharp Sr; sis-
ter, Elaine Walker; several 
nephews; and a niece.  

He is survived by his chil-
dren, daughter, Caitlin 
Sharp, and fiancé, Wes 
McLaughlin; son, Marty 
Sharp; and step-son, Robert 
Mann, and wife, Samara, 
and their son, David;  sisters, 
Christine Wilfong, and hus-
band, Kenneth, and Eileen 
Burks, and husband, Johnny; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.   

A memorial service is 
scheduled for 1 p.m., Satur-
day February 8, 2025, at 
VanReenen Funeral Home in 
Marlinton.  

 
Christopher 

Woods 
Christopher Earl Woods, 

37, of Marlinton, died Thurs-
day, January 30, 2025, at 
Carillon Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia. 

Born August 31, 1987, at 
Ronceverte, he was the son 
of Regina Ann Jordan 
Woods McPaters and the late 
Larry Kenton Woods. 

Christopher was a carpen-
ter and a member of the First 
Baptist Church Huntersville.  

In addition to his father, he 
was preceded in death by a 
son, Christopher Michael 
Woods. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Cheyenne Renee McClung-
Woods; daughter, Raven 
Winter Woods; mother, 
Regina Jordan McPaters, 
and husband, Randy; and 
sister, Joni Barlow. 

A Memorial Service will 
be held Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5, at VanReenen Funeral 
Home with Pastor Donnie 
Brown officiating. 

Per his wishes, the body 
was cremated. 

 

Obituary 
Policy: 

Obituaries are pub-
lished free of charge up 
to three column inches 
with a $5 per column 
inch charge thereafter.

ATV and off-road tires available, too

SNOW TIRES
All brands available – 

COMPETITIVE PRICING! 
Just as cheap as Tire Rack 

Get yours before you need them!

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

Obituaries
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WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

Breakers Galore Inc.
Circuit breakers and Electrical Equipment

Can deliver to job site
24 hr. Mobile/Emergency Service

Mark Owens - Owner

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

978 Huntersville Road
Marlinton, WV

304-520-7776
breakerman1@msn.com

 Lucas Faulknier     •     304.651.6380 
eightriverscontracting@gmail.com 

Marlinton, wv  24954      WV059577

Now booking for 
Spring/Summer 2025

W
O

R
K

M
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B
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G

Dakota Workman
#PL16004

681-220-7552
workmanplumbing01@gmail.com
Serving Pocahontas and

Greenbrier counties

TOILETS, SINKS, SHOWERS, FAUCETS,
WATER HEATERS, PIPES AND MORE…

POPESPocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
NOW'S THE TIME FOR PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON CHAIN-SAWS,
LOG SPLITTERS AND OTHER COLD
WEATHER POWER EQUIPMENT. 

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com



Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

At the January 28 Po-
cahontas County 
Board of Education 

meeting, superintendent 
Lynne Bostic recognized 
Marlinton Middle School so-
cial studies teacher Sherman 
Taylor, who was recently se-
lected to represent West Vir-
ginia on a panel which will 
set the standards for the 
Praxis exam. 

The Praxis is a test educa-
tors are required to pass to 
become teachers. The test is 
administered by the Educa-
tional Testing Service, for 
whom Taylor will be work-
ing with other state represen-
tatives. 

“He will be working to es-
tablish a cut score for the re-
quired teacher licensure 
exam with the ETS pro-
gram,” Bostic said. “Mr. Tay-
lor will be working with 
others throughout the nation 
to recommend and appropri-
ate passing scores for West 
Virginia and other states.” 

Taylor was nominated by 
the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Education to repre-
sent the state. 

“We’re very proud of Mr. 
Taylor,” Bostic said. “He’s a 
teacher, leader and this is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
share all his knowledge and 

leadership.” 
Taylor explained to the 

board that he will have to 
take the new version of the 
Praxis and make notes and 
comments for NTS to ana-
lyze. 

“We have to take the new 
test and comment on ques-
tions, and make suggestions 
for changes,” he said. “Then 
our input for West Virginia 
will be used to establish the 
cut off score to get certified 
in West Virginia. 

“It’s been twenty years 
since I took the Praxis – I 
hope I pass it again,” he 
added, laughing. 

The board congratulated 
Taylor for the achievement. 

Bostic also reported that 
she learned about a program 
Jackson County Schools is 
implementing called Shield. 
The program sees the school 
system working with its local 
sheriff’s department to get 
deputies in the schools two 
hours a week. 

Unlike the PRO officer 
program, this will see all 
deputies doing a rotation of 
two hours a week in the 
schools. Bostic said she has 
reached out to Pocahontas 
County Sheriff Troy McCoy 
to discuss the possibility of 
implementing Shield in the 
future. 

At the end of the meeting, 
board president Emery 

Grimes called for a special 
meeting to be held Thursday, 
February 13, to discuss the 
state education department 
findings concerning Poca-
hontas County High School. 

This past semester, state 
education department offi-
cials have been working at 
PCHS to help solve several 
issues at the school. The of-
ficials will attend the meet-
ing, as well as board attorney 
Jason Long. 

Grimes said that after the 
meeting, the board will have 
an executive session on per-
sonnel. He asked that all 
board office directors also at-
tend the meeting. 

In financial management, 
the board approved payment 
of vendor listing, payment of 
local government purchasing 
card, employee payroll, extra 
duty pay, bank reconcilia-
tion, grant awards, summary 
of schedule of revenues and 
expenditures on a cash basis 
and budget adjustments. 

In miscellaneous manage-
ment, the board approved: 

•  Alexandyr Hummel to 
take four students from Mar-
linton Middle School to Re-
gion VIII Middle School 
Honor Band at Philip Bar-
bour High School, on Febru-
ary 21-22. Transportation 
will be provided by private 
vehicle. 

• M3T grant between Poc-

ahontas County Schools and 
the Educational Consulting 
Team on behalf of Leading 
Teaching Improvement Net-
work, Inc., effective May 
2025-May 2026. 

•  Additional services be-
tween Pocahontas County 
Board of Education and the 
Education System Solutions, 

Inc. for more professional 
development services. 

• Memorandum of Coop-
erative Agreement between 
Pocahontas County Board of 
Education and the Davis & 
Elkins College/Upward 
Bound Program. 

•  Terminate the Energy 
Performance Contract, Phase 

I, Assured Performance Con-
tract between Pocahontas 
County Schools and Wendl 
Energy Services, LLC. 

•  The following policies 
based on technical changes 
and revisions: Orientation 
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Show some

with a gift of Health!

Fitness Room • Raquetball and Basketball Courts

Gift 

Certificates 

Available!

Gift 

Certificates 

Available!

Pocahontasparksandrecreation.com

LLOOVVEE

Gymnasium • Pickleball • Activities for all  Ages

COMMU�ITY

WELL�ESS CE�TER 

Beside Marlinton Elementary School 

OPE� 5 a.m. - 8 p.m. MO�. - FRI.  

SATURDAY 1 - 7 p.m. 

         
   Call 304-799-7386 or email      

    

      parksandrec@frontiernet.net       
 

         
         

         
       f

or details.

 
We’ve got great steaks, fixings           

and candy for the perfect, romantic,      
candlelit dinner – AT HOME! 

TRENT’S 
ARBOVALE • 304-456-9906 • BARTOW • 304-456-3228 

D•I•Y Valentine’s Dinner! 

2 locations:

Valentine’s Day Three-course Candlelight Dinner • Friday, Feb. 14!  
Select one from each course: 

STARTER: Apple & Maple Nut Salad or Soup of the Day 

 EENTREE:  Salmon or Sirloin Steak 

DESSERT: Strawberry Cheesecake or Lemon Tart 

Round out our the evening with a complimentary glass of 

champagne and after-dinner chocolates. 

 $45/person. Two seatings available:   5 and 7: 30 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED:                                                           

304-653-2646 or hillsboropub@gmail.com 7847 Seneca Trail, Hillsboro 

PRE-ORDER NOW FOR  
VALENTINE’S DAY! 

 Chocolate-covered Strawberries, 
Heart-shaped Cakes for Two, Heart-shaped Iced 
Brownies and more– available while they last!

                     Mountain State Cakes   
         Tuesday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Dunmore intersection of Rts. 28/92 • 304-456-3176

Large and Small Animals • Farm Calls
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m  -  p.m. • Stacy Tawney, DVM

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

Pet Dental Cleaning
Special through February!

Call today for
pricing and to
schedule an

appointment.

STATION 2  
       RESTAURANT  

Main Street, 
Durbin         

304-456-4506

CELEBRATE LOVE WITH US THIS 

Valentine’s Day   
SATURDAY, FEB. 15 • Noon - 8 p.m.   

10 oz. Ribeye, baked potato or baked    
sweet potato, broccoli with or without 

cheese, roll and dessert 

$2295 single/ $3995couple

Your preferred 
Valentine’s Day 

Florist

ORDER EARLY!

Open daily Valentine’s week. Place your order 
and pick up by 4 p.m. on Valentine’s Day!

      Flower Garden 
            Main Street, Marlinton 

       304-799-4012  
         Your one source in Marlinton  

for fresh flowers. 
Local delivery available.  

Pickups encouraged.

         TheBear’s Den 
                         10811  Potomac Highlands Trail  

                        (Rt. 28/92) Boyer
  

 
 Valentine   

Weekend Specials   
Friday - Sunday, Feb. 14 - 16, 11 a.m. - closing 

RIBEYE STEAK AND SHRIMP 
OR BABY BACK RIBS  

includes trip to the salad bar,                        
choice of side roll and drink. 

Reservations accepted. Take-out available 

681-206-7973  
Restaurant hours: Mon. - Thurs. 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.            

Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.,  Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
Sun. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Store and gas pumps open seven days a week 

$15/dozen • $8/ half  dozen 
Order by Monday, 

February 10
216 Ninth Street, Marlinton 

Across from Discovery Junction 

304-646-2491 

Chocolate-Covered 
Strawberries!

There’s something for you 
and your valentine from    
one end of the county to    

the other!

More gifting and dining options in next 
week’s edition of ThePocahontas Times

Taylor recognition on BOE agenda

see Taylor pg 10

MARLINTON MIDDLE SCHOOL social studies teacher Sherman Taylor, standing, 
was recognized at the Pocahontas County Board of Education meeting January 28 for 
being selected to represent West Virginia on a panel that will set standards for the 
Praxis exam. Taylor is shown here with the BOE members, from left: Sam Gibson, 
Frosty McNabb, Emery Grimes, Sue Hollandsworth and Morgan McComb. Photo 
courtesy of Lynne Bostic
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Thursday, 
February 5, 1925 

 
THE BIG MEETING 
Larger and larger are the 

congregations which gather 
each night to hear Evangelist 
Trigg A. M. Thomas. The 
crowds outgrew the capacity 
of the Presbyterian church to 
hold them and, on Sunday 
night, the meeting was 
moved to the larger Metho-
dist church. Even here, the 
thousand or more people 
who gathered to worship 
pretty well filled the seating 
capacity of this large church. 

A feature of these revival 
services are the fellowship 
meetings held each day at 
11:45 o’clock in some place 
of business. The first of these 
meetings was held in Wise 
Herold’s Grocery store. The 
experienced church workers 
would have been gratified to 
expect fifty of the faithful to 

be present. There were108. 
By Monday, the number at-
tending had increased at 
each meeting until there 
were 181 present in East’s 
pool hall. On Tuesday there 
were 210 men at Kee & Mc-
Neill’s Drugstore. Wednes-
day’s meeting will be held at 
Thomas & Thomas Grocery 
and Thursday’s meeting at 
the Royal Drugstore... 

 
PROFESSOR SMITH 
Professor John Smith, of 

Needmore Hundred, was a 
very deep and profound 
thinker and depended for his 
flow of thought largely upon 
tobacco. He was happily 
married to a wife who let 
him do his thinking in one 
room in the house called a 
study which was sacred to 
him alone except when there 
were others in it. Then he 
could wait until they left. 
They, the beautiful wife and 

the lady who worked for 
them, carefully redded up 
the room every morning and 
drove all the tobacco smoke 
and thoughts away, for the 
work of a new day. 

Professor Smith was an 
even tempered person, but 
he found that too much care 
was being taken of him and 
in order to have some slight 
degree of independence he 
bought an expensive lock for 
one of the drawers of his 
desk and locked it carefully 
and hid the key about his 
person, and for a time all 
went well. Then Mrs. Smith 
asked him right out one day 
what was in that locked 
drawer and his answer was: 
“Something that I am going 
to burn.” 

And as the days went by, 
Mrs. Smith suffered from 
curiosity, and her life was 
despaired of. Doctors were 
called and gave high sound-
ing opinions and named 
some names but did not di-
agnose the disease properly. 
The Smiths did not know 
what ailed her or anyone 
else. The nearest anyone 
came was to speak of it as a 

complex, but that was not 
very plain. 

Then came the fatal night. 
Robberies had been frequent 
in the community. House-
holders and potwollopers 
were keyed to a high tension. 
Professor Smith heard a bur-
glar in his study working on 
the locked drawer. He took   
a double-barreled shotgun 
down from the wall and let 
the burglar have it. 

Hastily switching on the 
electrical lights, he saw lying 
on the carpet his beautiful 
wife with her pigtail shot 
away. In her delirium, the 
poor lady had roused from a 
deep sub-consciousness and 
assembled an axe, a crowbar, 
a wrecking tool, a monkey 
wrench and a hairpin, and 
had been engaged in break-
ing open the locked com-
partment. Her golden hair 
was hanging down her back, 
and the shot had cut it off at 
the nape of her neck and she 
lay in a swoon. 

Tenderly, her distracted 
husband poured a bucket of 
water upon her, and she 

Thursday, 
February 9, 1950 

 
The good news is that, as 

of February 1, the big new 
sawmill of W. W. Harper re-
sumed operation. It was 
burned out some weeks 
since. 

- - - 
For the sake of the record, 

it is printed that Ground Hog 
Day was cloudy, wet and 
warm. Temperature around 
55 degrees. A change for the 
better. 

January, with its 10 inches 
of rain, is reported to be the 
record month for rain in 13 
years. 

 
BROWNSBURG  

On February 12th, Race 
Relation Day will be ob-
served at Wilson’s Chapel in 
Brownsburg. An all-day ser-
vice is planned to begin at 11 
o’clock with a special musi-
cal program featuring the 
Chapel’s Sons and others. 
The main address will be 
given in the morning by E. S. 
Clutter, Superintendent of 

Pocahontas County Schools. 
In the afternoon at 2:30 

o’clock, Rev. J. W. Holliday 
and his choir will be in 
charge of the service. We 
plan to also have a special 
musical feature in the after-
noon. 

Do not fail to attend these 
services for if you do you 
will miss a real treat. The 
public is cordially invited. 

 
FIELD NOTES 

This open winter season 
has been especially favor-
able for good fox chasing. 
The foxes are in these parts 
in numbers, and a lot of them 
have been killed, too.  

Fox chasing this year is 
for recreation, sport and con-
servations of small game. 
There is no business incen-
tive, as the pelts are listed so 
low in price 

Speaking about foxes and 
grouse, I hear about an ex-
periment in predator control, 
in a State up north. A large 
boundary was laid off and an 
intensive varmint killing 
took place over a year’s pe-

riod. About 200 foxes, owls 
and other killers were taken. 
An equally large boundary 
was let go as was. Of course, 
there were more grouse 
where predator control was 
practiced. However, more 
grouse died from disease and 
parasites on this area than in 
the one open to varmints. 
Then for a season the bound-
aries were changed over. The 
results were the same. The 
experiment proved that the 
fox was the worst grouse 
killer of all the predators, 
with the horned owl next. 

- - - 
Note should also be made 

that snakes were out and 
killed the whole month of 
January this year. 

- - - 
Last Thursday, January 26, 

bees of A P. Crowder, of 
Laurel Branch, came out of 
the hive and swarmed. Mr. 
Crowder placed them in an-
other hive, and they settled 
in the new one just as they 
do in the spring. Mr. Crow-
der plans to feed them until 
flowers are in bloom. It was 
the earliest date that bees 
have been known to swarm 
in that community insofar as 
its residents can recall – 
Monroe Watchman 

 

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Paul 

Walton, of Renick, a daugh-
ter, Dorothy Larraine. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward Cassell, of Cass, a 
daughter, Patricia Ellen, 

 
DEATHS 

Austin Duncan, aged 57, 
died February 6, 1950 at his 
farm home on Greenbrier 
River near Buckeye. As 
usual, he left home in the 
early morning to come to his 
work at the State Road 
garage, expecting to feed his 
livestock as he passed the 
barn. Late in the afternoon 
his body was found at the 
barn. He was a son of the late 
William and Clarissa Mc-
Neil Duncan. He is survived 
by his wife and their sons, 
Glenn, Paul and George. 
Service will be Thursday 
with burial in the family plot 
in Mountain View Ceme-
tery... He was a good and 
useful citizen. 

- - - 
D. M. Hale, aged about 54 

years, died February 5, 1959, 
at a hospital in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife, who was Miss Glenna 
Barnes. Service will be 
Thursday with burial in 
Mountain View Cemetery.

Thursday, 
February 8, 1900 

 
Last Friday seemed to be 

such a cold day that the pro-
verbial groundhog thought it 
best, at the risk of a cold 
nose, to leave his winter 
“laager” and found the wea-
ther so gloomy that it is 
likely to mend soon, and so 
he keeps awake and is in 
waiting for spring. 

- - - 
George W. Kessler’s horse 

stumbled and threw him near 
Driftwood last week, break-
ing three of his ribs and oth-
erwise injuring him. Mr. 
Kessler was a member of the 
famous Bryan’s Battery. 

- - - 
A rival to Klondike is now 

in much evidence owing to 
information given by Colo-
nel Smith, of Victoria, B. C. 
It is Cape Nome, Alaska, 
found to be rich in gold, the 
sands along the coast being 
exceedingly productive. 

Five thousand gold seek-
ers are in the district already 
and sixty-five thousand and 
more are trying to arrange 
for transportation to the 
Cape during the coming 
spring. The distance to Cape 
Nome is 2,500 miles and all 
the way by water, hence so 
much more accessible than 
Klondike and other points in 
the interior. The Nome dig-
ging cannot be monopolized 
by grabbers, monopolies and 
syndicates and hence they 
are the poor man’s diggings. 
The gold is obtained be-
tween tides and gold digging 
is as free as fishing. 

- - - 
Roberts, the Utah mem-

ber, was refused his seat in 
Congress, not being pure 
enough to enter those hal-
lowed walls. If he had been a 
rake, a drunkard, a gambler, 
he would have had chance. 
But, having followed a cus-
tom of the ancients which 
still prevails in Utah, he is 
cast out by an overwhelming 
vote. He had the law on his 
side, but it availed him not. 

 
A CHEMICAL 
EXPERIMENT  

Gentlemen, I will now il-
lustrate to you the combusti-
bility of chemical com- 

pounds. This experiment, 
you perhaps know, is de-
lightfully dangerous; it has 
undoubtedly caused more 
deaths in various schools 
and colleges than any other 
experiment known to sci-
ence. Only yesterday, three 
laboratories were totally 
wrecked and five hundred 
and fifty-seven students 
were instantly killed during 
the performance of the ex-
periment. When exposed to 
view, gentlemen, it explodes 
with terrific violence. 

A slight jar will set if off, 
therefore, no one is allowed 
to wink or breathe while the 
substance is in the room. 

Those men under the 
chairs may save themselves 
some inconvenience by 
climbing up in the gallery. 
That pale individual who is 
pushing vigorously against 
the door might better save 
his strength for future emer-
gencies. The door, gentle-
men, is doubly locked and 
barred. Do not be alarmed at 
that distant rumbling, my as-
sistants are only bringing the 
compound up the stairs and 
the bomb proof cases are 
heavy. 

Before the experiment be-
gins, I feel obliged to inform 
that fleshy person in the fur-
ther corner that he had better 
get up from his knees and 
open his eyes as he may get 
the full benefit of the lecture.  

Everything is now ready. 
I will hasten below to the 

basement and call for the 
Cambridge fire encouragers 
while my assistant performs 
the experiment. – Harvard 
Lampoon 

 
AT CAMP 

Academy, W.Va. 
Editor, 
Within the past few days, 

we have been asked, by sev-
eral different people, 
whether or not it is a fact that 
Mr. Isaac B. Smith sold to us 
a poisoned sheep, from 
which it is to be presumed 
that such information has 
been afforded to the public, 
and in justice to Mr. Smith 
we have the following state-
ment to make, which we 
hope you will kindly print in 

Thursday, 
February 6, 1975 

 
MURDER 

Mrs. Elsie McLaughlin 
was shot and killed early 
Saturday morning where she 
was living on lower Price 
Hill. According to reports, 
her son, Lee, about 27, came 
and got the police. He is now 
in jail awaiting a hearing in 
connection with the death. 

 
BASKETBALL 

The Warriors upped their 
record to 7 wins in 12 out-
ings by defeating rival Ty-
garts Valley at Mill Creek 
Friday, 71 -62. 

Jim Ryder grabbed 14 re-
bounds while teammate 
Gary Cassell followed with 
11. 

Senior Gary Sharp paced 
the Warriors with 19 points. 
Jim Cutlip and Gary Cassell 
had 17 and 16 points respec-
tively. 

 
MORE ABOUT CHEAT 

Cheat Run and Cheat 
Mountain are named from 
Jacques Cheathe, a roving 
French Huguenot who set-
tled in 1724, where the river 
flows into the Monongahela 
in Pennsylvania, and gave 
the river his name. 

My source is Life Maga-
zine, special double issue, 
“The Wild World,” Decem-
ber 22 1967. 

Life picked Shavers Fork 
and the Cheat from all the 
rivers in the world to cover 
in this special issue. The sec-
tion was titled – The Cheat. 

“There is wilderness close 
to home on an unspoiled 
river in West Virginia. 

“Enjoy it while you can. If 
something is not done soon 
to protect this great river 
from mining and timbering, 

it will die.” 
 

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Allen Eugene Tracy, of Mar-
linton, a son, Allen Eugene 
Tracy, Jr. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
David Peacock, of Marlinton 
a daughter, Amy Gail. 

 
DEATHS 

Mrs. Elsie McLaughlin, 
58, of Marlinton; born at 
Woodrow, a daughter of the 
late Divis Wellington and 
Mary Belle Snyder Sharp. 
She is survived by her hus-
band, Dewey McLaughlin, 
and 12 children. Funeral was 
held from VanReenen Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
the Cochran Cemetery. 

- - - 
Albert Loran O’Brien, 48, 

of Richmond, Virginia; born 
at Cass, a son of Albert R. 
and Lola O’Brien. Service 
was held from VanReenen 
Funeral Home with burial in 
Arbovale Cemetery. 

- - - 
Forest Workman, 79, of 

Buckeye; born at Seebert, a 
son of the late Andrew and 
Sarah Pack Workman. Serv-
ice was held from VanRee-
nen Funeral Home with 
burial at Watoga. 

- - - 
Joseph Franklin Sheets, 

70, of Lewisburg; born at 
Buckeye, a son of the late 
John and Magnolia Sutton 
Sheets. The funeral was held 
from the Jack K. Wallace 
Funeral Home with burial in 
Rosewood Cemetery. 

- - - 
John King, 99, died in 

Denmar State Hospital. 
He has no known sur-

vivors. 
Graveside service at 

Mountain View Cemetery.

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY Month: This photograph of a student reading at her desk in the Pleas-
ant Green School is one of three that were taken on October 6, 1921 by photographer Lewis Wickes Hine. The 
one-room schoolhouse for black students was built around 1898 on Seebert Lane near Hillsboro. Mr. Hine’s 
photo documented the students as part of his work for the National Child Labor Committee, when he turned 
his attention to rural agriculture and education. The building still stands at the junction of Seebert Road and 
U.S. Rt. 219. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places under its original name Seebert Lane Col-
ored School. (Courtesy of National Child Labor Committee Collection, Library of Congress; Pres. Poca.  ID: 
PHP003961) 
 
Black History Month was first celebrated in 1970 at Kent State University. In 1976, President Gerald Ford 
recognized Black History Month during the United States Bicentennial celebration. He urged Americans to 
“seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of 
endeavor throughout our history.” 
 
Photographs in the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library may be found at www.pocahontaspreservation.org   
or www.preservingpocahontas.org 
 
If you have photographs or documents to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preservation Of-
ficer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of photographs 
from the archives are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Pupil in Pleasant Green School - 1921

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Andrew Price, Editor 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, Editor

see History pg 14see 100 pg 14



Mon Forest campgrounds in 
the area.” 

The delegates have also 
been to Monroe County to 
see the cave where the state’s 
official fossil – the Jefferson 
ground sloth – was discov-
ered. 

Haupt said the Academy 
tries to take advantage of all 
the state has to offer, not just 
science and technology wise, 
but in recreation and natural 
wonder, as well. 

“The program was started 
back in 1963, and the guys 
who started it discussed 
hosting the camp at WVU or 
Marshall, or one of the other 
colleges or universities 
around the state,” he said. 
“They made the decision – 
and I think they made the 
correct one – to say ‘if we’re 
going to have a science 
camp in West Virginia, let’s 
actually have it in West Vir-
ginia.’ 

“I think Pocahontas and 
Tucker are two great exem-
plars of what that means – to 
be truly up in the mountains 
and enjoying wild, wonder-

ful West Virginia.” 
The camp has seen many 

changes in the past 60-odd 
years, including expanding 
the camp to international stu-
dents who may be experi-
encing the states for the first 
time – let alone the state of 
West Virginia. 

It’s interesting to think that 
back in the 1960s and 1970s, 
the big draw for the dele-
gates was to experience new 
and possibly never seen 
technology and now, with 
endless amounts of technol-
ogy available to them, the 
big draw is the outdoors and 
all they can experience in the 
wilderness and night sky. 

“I was talking to one of 
our older alumni recently 
and he said, ‘the power of 
the program in the sixties 
and seventies is you would 
fly these kids to West Vir-
ginia – it might be their first 
time on a plane and then 
IBM would bring down a 
computer that took up the 
entire room and it was prob-
ably their first time seeing a 
computer,’” Haupt said. 

“He added, ‘it’s hard to 
recreate that today,’” he con-
tinued. “That’s a good point, 
but flip it on its head. Most 
of these kids have probably 

been on planes, but they’ve 
probably never been to West 
Virginia. Instead of focusing 
on the room with a couple 
laptops in it, the experience 
I’ve seen the kids having in 
rural West Virginia is when 
the sky clears at night and 
they look up and they say, 
‘oh my gosh, what’s that?’ 
and I say ‘that’s the Milky 
Way.’” 

Seeing the delegates in 
awe of their surroundings – 
whether it’s the outdoors and 
nature, or the technology at 
places like the Green Bank 
Observatory – is what makes 
Haupt eager to continue to 
science camp each year. 

“I’m super positive about 
all of this and I’m just trying 
to look into the future,” he 
said. “I’m trying to make 
this what we’re moving to. 
We’re not trying to move 
away from anything. We’re 
trying to move to something 
in the future.” 

The application portal is 
now open for the 2025 Na-
tional Youth Science Camp 
and will be open until Febru-
ary 29. Students who are 
juniors or seniors are eligible 
for the camp and can apply 
online at  www.nysacad-
emy.org/programs/nyscamp

The classes are open to 
ages 13 to adult and will be 
relief printing Valentine 
workshops. Pre-registration 
is required by calling 304-
799-7386 and each class 
costs $15. 

“I’m hoping to expand 
that a little bit, too, with dif-
ferent libraries and event 
centers that have classes,” 
she said.  

Hanson has also added a 
high-quality archival scanner 
to her collection which al-
lows her to make high qual-
ity digital images of her 
prints. She plans to provide 
access to area artists who 

wish to make digital images 
of their own work. 

As her art business contin-
ues to grow and expand into 
new territory, one thing is 
certain – she will always be 
known for the vending ma-
chine art. 

“I’ve become known as 
the quarter lady at the bank,” 
she said, laughing.
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PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS and 

SPECIAL OFFERS

with an ad in our Valentine’s Supplement!

We Can Help

This Valentine’s–

 For details or to reserve your ad space,  

email shgiven@pocahontastimes.com

The Valentine Gift and Dining Guide in The Pocahontas Times            
promotes local specials, gift ideas, restaurants and more to               

line up a great date on February 14th!

ADVERTISERS:  Don’t rely on social media alone – grab some extra 
sales! Deadline is Friday, February 7.  Call today: 304-799-4973.

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

In a hurry? Use our drive-through  service window! 

We take all major insurances            
and can offer competitive                 

prescription prices for Tricare and 
cash-paying patients

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

Easy Prescription        
Transfers!

Amy Kelley, PharmD, Kelley Warner 
and Lisa Burdette, CPhT,  and          

Quin Hatfield, PharmD

Download our App!

Best?;” and third place, 
Madalynn Brock, Natalie 
Sisler and Gaven Starks, 
“Lotion Potion.” 

Physics and Astronomy –
 second place, Isaac Brown, 
“Static Electricity;” and 
Braxton Pugh and Brayden 
Ray, “Radio Astronomy.” 

Material Science – first 
place, Diamond Owens, 
“How Does Borax Affect 
Slime?;” second place, Lydia 
Taylor and Simon Scotchie, 
“Snap It;” and third place, 
Adalyn Beverage, “What 
Makes the Stickiest Slime?” 

Middle School 
Plant Science –  second 

place, Aiden Wimer and 
Bayla Plaugher, “How Does 
Antibacterial Cleaners Af-
fect Cells?” 

Technology – first place, 
Lane Wilfong, “How Satel-
lites Help Farmers.” 

Physics and Astronomy –
 first place, Moriah Thomp-
son, Alivia Morgan and 
Colton Propst, “Sun vs. Ice;” 
second place, Zara Fanning, 
“Falling Down;” and third 
place, Madelyn Rittenhouse 
and Lucas Sutton, “Mass and 
Speed.” 

Medical Science –  third 
place, Ivy Moore, Gemma 
Brewer and Skylar McLean, 
“Do Clowns or Spiders 
Scare People More?” 

Behavioral and Social 
Science – first place, Sydney 
Slifer and Eli Beezley, 
“Mind Over Matter;” second 
place, Karli Boyd, Palmer 
Simmons and Ava Edwards, 
“Lie Detecting;” and third 
place, Emilie Shipman and 
Halayna Blechl, “Do You 
Like Your Veggies?” 

Chemistry –  first place, 
Eva Tanner and Ava Fields, 
“Brain Rot? Nawww, Teeth 
Rot;” second place, Hailey 
Goldsberry and Lilly Barr, 
“Flame and Torch;” and 

third place, Kylie Under-
wood, “Let it Glow.” 

Animal Science – second 
place, Jolene Workman, 
“Horse Treats Anyone?;” 
and second place, Autumn 
Hively and Sienna Hamons, 
“Bit vs. No Bit.” 

Engineering –  second 
place, Ailec Lindbloom, 
“What Does a Hover Craft 
Ride on Best?;” and second 
place, Daltin White, “Ball 
Launcher.” 

Material Science – first 
place, Sterling Tomlin, 
“Does Rebar Make Concrete 
Stronger?;” second place, 
Amaisty Sharp and Dorothy 
Murray, “Dying Fabric with 
Kool-Aid;” and third place, 
Arianna Cassell, “Skittles 
Color Science.” 

Earth and Environmen-
tal Science –  first place, 
Laelah Clendenen, “Hard 
Water;” and third place, 
Ryan Kloecker and Jase 
Mick, “How Does Air Temp 
Affect Tornados?”
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Special Events: 
Pocahontas County Farmers Market

Maple Days Fundraiser  
Saturday, February 15, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. or sold out. 

at the Green Bank Fire Department, 4676 Potomac Highlands 
Trail. All-you-can-eat buckwheat pancakes with complimentary 
beverages. $15/adult; $10 for ages 5 - 16; younger than 5 years 

eat free. Contact through PCFM Facebook page or email 
laura@numnumfarms.com for tickets.

Advan d tickets are highly encouraged. 

High Rocks Maple Magic Workshop  
February 15 from 9 a.m. - noon. A FREE community workshop 

to learn how to make maple syrup –then enjoy it on some        
homemade buckwheat pancakes! Call 304-653-4891 to RSVP or 
for questions about this workshop. Space is limited. This Folk 
Arts and Culture Workshop Series is presented in partnership 
with Berea College with grant support from the Pocahontas 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

MAPLE DAYS • SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

FORT WARWICK FARM          
Just off  of  Rt. 92 near Green Bank, 1/2 mile south of  the Dollar General Store.  

Turn at the Deer Creek Bridge beside the Church of  God and follow the dirt road 1/2 mile.  
Free tours and maple product samples. Visit www.fortwarwick.com 

HILLSBORO MAPLE WORKS
Two locations just north of  Hillsboro, off  Rt. 219.  Demonstrations starting with sap collection         

and ending with finished products for sampling and for sale.  
Open House at the sugar house February 15. Open House at the sugar bush March 15.   

Call 304-288-6604 for directions to either location or visit www.hillsboromaple.com  

YEW MOUNTAIN CENTER  
9494 Lobelia Rd, off  US Rt. 219 south of  Hillsboro.  Visit www.yewmountain.org 

Lobelia Road is just south of  Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park  (a right turn if  you’re 
headed south). Stay right on Lobelia Road at the  intersection with Jacox Road (about 2 miles). 

Continue for 1.3 miles and the center is on the left. Sugar bush tours, savory and sweet           
maple delights and kids’ educational activities. 

Pocahontas  
County 

SUGAR CAMP  
TOURS 
February 15 
10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

LOCUST HILL INN, CABIN & RESTAURANT   
Marlinton  • 304-799-5471  www.locusthillwv.com 

20% off  lodging. Includes complimentary hot American breakfast. 
MOORE HOUSE  • Marlinton • 304-250-9009  

www.moorehouseinn.com 
Offering 15% off  your visit. Use code MAPLEDAYS2025. Self-serve 

breakfast featuring fruit, cereal, yogurt, coffee and more. 

MORNING GLORY INN  • Slaty Fork 304-572-5000  
www.morninggloryinn.com 

Offering 10% off  the entire stay. 24-hour dining room, living room space     
and 24/7 snack and beverage bar. 

THE OLD CLARK INN • Marlinton • 1.800.849.4184  
www.oldclarkinn.com 

Offering 10% off  the entire stay. Use code MAPLEDAYS2025. Includes 
snacks, coffee, tea, water and small bags of  ice available 24/7; as well as 

refrigerators, microwaves, gas grill and toaster for guests’ use. 

DARI-LAND, Marlinton: Maple bourbon pulled pork 
sandwich, maple glazed donuts and donut holes and maple 

cold foam for any coffee of  your choice. 

DIRTBEAN OHANA, Marlinton: Maple lattés,         
maple dirty chai tea, French toast with maple syrup. 

GREENBRIER GRILLE & LODGE, Marlinton: 
Maple donuts, maple-inspired breakfast and dinner. 

HANDMADE WV, Marlinton: All-you-can-eat regular 
or buckwheat pancakes using Arbaugh Farm Flour and 

Hillsboro Maple Works Syrup. 

HILLSBORO PUBLIC HOUSE, Hillsboro: 
Maple syrup and bourbon steak tips with
asparagus and creamed mashed potatoes. 
Maple glazed salmon salad with ginger 

vinaigrette. Maple candied nuts. 

LOCUST HILL INN,CABIN & RESTAURANT, 
Marlinton: Smoked chicken and turkey

with maple barbecue sauce.  

MOUNTAIN STATE CAKES BAKERY, Dunmore: 
Maple donuts, maple cinnamon rolls, maple cookies and 

cookie sandwiches.  

RIVERTOWN CAFÉ, Marlinton: 
    Maple-brined pork belly burger with maple mudsauce,        

maple pecan cookies and sweet potato soup
with maple creme topping. 

SIMPLY SWEET CAFÉ, Durbin: Maple chili and slaw 
hot dogs, maple cinnamon rolls, maple chai or latte and a 

maple cookie frappe. 

SNOWSHOE HARE, Base of Snowshoe Mountain:  
Offering their signature maple latte, The Snowshoe Hare.  

STATION 2 RESTAURANT, Durbin: All-you-
can-eat buckwheat or regular pancakes with one 

side of  meat. Maple syrup from Cassell’s Sugar 
Shack. 

YEW MOUNTAIN CENTER, 
Hillsboro: Made-to-order fluffy pancakes 

drenched in golden maple syrup.

 Dining Specials: These eateries will feature special menus Saturday, February 15.

Lodging Specials: 
Enjoy lodging specials and discounts       

at these establishments during            
Maple Days weekends:

For more information on Maple Day Weekend lodging packages,  
dining options or  tours, visit

pocahontascountywv.com/2025-maple-days/ 
or call 304-799-4636
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The Accidental  
Ghostbuster 

 
“Critical thinking requires 

us to use our imagination, 
seeing things from perspec-
tives other than our own and 
envisioning the likely conse-
quences of our position.” 

~ Bell Hooks 
 

In the fall of 1985, I trav-
eled down the Stewart-
Cassiar Highway from 

Alaska to the Lower 48 with 
my friend Mark Reed. 

We had recently hiked the 
Chilkoot Trail, aka the 
Klondike Gold Rush Trail, 
from Skagway, Alaska, into 
the Yukon. Mark and I were 
going to visit a friend in 
Seattle, and the Stewart-Cas-
siar Highway passes through 
British Columbia before en-
tering the state of Washing-
ton. 

On the late afternoon of 
our third day of travel, we 
pulled into Sasquatch Pro-
vincial Park, a park with a 
thought-provoking name. 
We both chuckled as we set 
about preparing a camp for 
the evening. 

Having been sitting in the 
small Toyota truck all day, I 
decided to get the blood 
flowing by running a loop 
trail around Hicks Lake. As I 
began my run, of which I 
grossly underestimated the 
distance, I was still smugly 
chuckling about the park’s 
name. Do Canadians really 
believe in these creatures? 

I staunchly denied the ex-
istence of cryptids like Big-
foot, Chupacabra, and the 
Loch Ness Monster. So, with 
little daylight left, I slipped 
into my running shoes and 

set out on what promised to 
be a spectacular run along a 
crystal clear lake that mir-
rored the snow-capped 
mountains looming above 
the dense forest of massive 
red cedars. 

As daylight gave way to 
the gloom that presages ab-
solute darkness, I realized 
that even though I profess to 
require solid evidence as a 
requirement to belief, I 
started to feel the hairs on 
my neck stand up with each 
unidentified sound issuing 
from the darkening forest, 
calls, screeches, and snap-
ping branches. 

My ordinarily calm de-
meanor quickly replaced ra-
tionality with a sense of 
foreboding that increased 
proportionally to the waning 
light in the forest. 

I began conversing with 
myself in the way we hu-
mans do when grappling 
with cognitive dissonance: 
“Hey, who am I to say Big-
foot doesn’t exist? They 
named an entire provincial 
park after a legendary crea-
ture with enormous feet, 
right? Why would they name 
it Sasquatch if there were 
none in the immediate area?” 

I imagined Mark inform-
ing my wife that a sasquatch 
had snatched me. I even 
imagined a newspaper head-
line in Vancouver stating, 
“Another Yank Missing in 
Sasquatch Provincial Park: 
Has Bigfoot Claimed An-
other Clueless Tourist from 
the Lower 48?” 

To some degree, my 
avowed cynicism about the 
existence of creatures like 
bigfoot was shaken; my out-
of-hand disbelief had fal-

tered momentarily. The 
brain’s fear center had over-
taken my cherished critical 
thinking, a product of the 
prefrontal cortex. 

Given the right circum-
stances, our amygdala, the 
brain’s fear center, stimulates 
the fight-or-flight response. 
Since I would stand no 
chance whatsoever against a 
sasquatch in a fight, I chose 
flight and stepped up my 
pace. 

When I finally arrived 
back at our camp unmolested 
but spooked, I stood before 
the campfire sipping a 
steaming black coffee spiked 
with Yukon Jack. Before 
long, my skepticism was re-
turning, but not as rock-solid 
as before starting the run. 

My avowed cynicism 
about the existence of crea-
tures like bigfoot was shaken 
to some degree; my out-of-
hand disbelief had faltered. I 
ran faster because I wasn’t 
sure there was nothing to 
fear in that dense forest of 
red cedar. 

Many of us have had the 
faith in our firmly held be-
liefs tested occasionally. 

“We heard ghosts in one of 
the rooms in the hospital’s 
basement; we could hear the 
moanful sobbing of wo-
men.” Temporary worker, 
October, 2002. 

If you were, like me, a fan 
of the TV series X Files, you 
might recognize the series 
tagline: “The Truth is Out 
There.” As quirky as the 
show was, it was tremen-
dously popular for 11 sea-
sons. 

Gillian Anderson’s Scully 
and David Duchovny’s Mul-
der had what some call 
“chemistry. “Scully, a physi-
cian, played the quintessen-
tial skeptic to Mulder’s 
mantra, “I want to believe.” 
The two FBI agents were as-
signed cases that ventured 
into the supernatural, extra-
terrestrials, and even mon-
sters. They continuously 
operated in a deep-state gov-
ernment conspiracy atmos-
phere where things weren’t 
always what they seemed. 

Now, what does this TV 

series have to do with me, 
you ask? When I retired 
from government work in 
1999, I went to work for a 
large staffing company based 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Most of my job involved 
investigating workplace 
deaths and injuries and in-
specting job sites before 
placing temporary workers. 
My bread and butter was en-
suring that workers per-
formed their jobs in a safe 
environment with proper 
training and personal protec-
tive equipment. 

I enjoyed the work, but it 
was somewhat repetitious – 
that is, until a bright October 
day in 2002. My boss, the 
company’s corporate attor-
ney, called asking if I could 
do a job that, as she said, was 
“a bit unusual.” She even 
called it an “X-Files” case 
involving ghosts moaning 
and sobbing. She now had 
my full and undivided atten-
tion. 

Most people with even a 
modicum of curiosity love a 
mystery. I am one of those 
fortunate people who loves 
mysteries, particularly those 
that cross the boundary into 
the ineffable. 

However, seeking the truth 
requires accepting that the 
source of any apparent dis-
embodied voices may be 
mundane. Something that 
appears as a phenomenon 
defying immediate explana-
tion sometimes goes into the 
supernatural bucket without 
thoroughly investigating 
with an open mind. That path 
may lead to false beliefs, and 
we don’t want to be hood-
winked, do we? 

When my boss called to 
request an investigation of 
unexplained voices in the 
lower levels of one of 
Columbus, Ohio’s, oldest 

hospitals, I had just returned 
home for the day and was 
nursing a glass of wine. 

She explained that six of 
our temporary workers were 
assigned to remove old hos-
pital beds and equipment 
from the subterranean level 
of one of the original hospi-
tal wings that was destined 
for demolition. 

Their shift started at 11 
p.m. when there was less 
foot and vehicle traffic in the 
area. The temps’ job was 
simple and straightforward: 
They were to carry all the 
hospital items from the base-
ment to a truck parked on 
Grant Avenue, a one-way 
street that is very busy dur-
ing daylight hours. 

The temps’ first shift in the 
hospital was the previous 
evening. By morning, the six 
workers had left before the 
shift ended. According to our 
human resource director, the 
six claimed that the hospi-
tal’s basement was haunted 
and that they were too scared 
to return. The hospital was a 
good client, and we didn’t 
want to lose their business. 

My next step was to call 
the hospital’s facilities man-
ager, a young man named 
Dan. We arranged to meet at 
his office at 11 p.m. that 
evening. Usually, I would 
have been reluctant to take 
on a job in the middle of the 
night, but I remember being 
so excited about the pro-
spects of this case that I 
showed up 30 minutes early 
and raring to go. 

Before descending to the 
lower level of the old hospi-
tal wing, Dan and I discussed 
the reluctant temporary 
workers of the previous 
evening. He explained that 
the six temp workers, con-
sisting of four men and two 
women, all reported hearing 

quite clearly wailing and 
moaning of what can only be 
described as disembodied 
voices; there was no one else 
in the room. 

Dan made a point of the 
fact that his full-time em-
ployees, who were showing 
the temp workers what was 
expected of them, were also 
filling the temps’ heads with 
tales about primitive abor-
tions carried out in the base-
ment back in the early years 
of the 20th century.  

Following our brief dis-
cussion, we headed to the 
subterranean level in an old 
creaky service elevator. We 
saw a long, unadorned con-
crete hallway with rooms on 
both sides when the doors 
opened. 

We began checking all the 
rooms, which were carbon 
copies of each other. Paint on 
the walls and ceiling was 
peeling off in raggedy 
scrolls. The rooms contained 
old beds, mattresses, carts 
and rusty medical equip-
ment.   

The smell of decades-old 
urine permeated the old mat-
tresses, and water dripped 
from the ceiling onto the 
concrete floor, creating soda-
straw stalactites hanging pre-
cariously from the ceiling. 
The place was spooky, even 
if ghosts weren’t in the equa-
tion. 

We finally came to a room 
on the right that looked 
much like the others. But as 
Dan and I examined out-
dated medical equipment 
stacked in a corner, we heard 
faint voices seemingly com-
ing from nowhere. It was im-
possible to understand what 
the voices were saying, as 
they sounded garbled and 
raised and fell in volume. 

For Your 
ConsiderationKen Springer

We heard ghosts in one of the rooms in the 
hospital’s basement; we could hear the moanful 
sobbing of women. 

Temporary worker, 
October, 2002”

“
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The State agreed with the 
representations of defense 
counsel. 

Thereupon the Court re-
quested of defense counsel 
their position with regard to 
sentencing. 

Defense Counsel Michael 
Whitt requested of the Court: 
that the court suspend any 
sentence since the defendant 
had already served approxi-
mately 3 months of his sen-
tence; that the defendant had 
learned his lesson; that the 
jail has turned out to be a vi-
olent place for the defendant, 
the defendant appearing with 
a black eye; that the defen-
dant was desirous of receiv-
ing drug treatment and 
therapy; that the Tygart Val-
ley Regional Jail was not a 
good place to receive the 
needed therapy; that the de-
fendant was remorseful; that 
as many as 20 plus individu-
als from the area had written 
letters in support of the de-
fendant, urging the court to 
consider the least restrictive 
alternative sentencing; and 
that jail serves no purpose at 
this time.  Defense counsel’s 
entire response is more par-
ticularly set forth in the 
record of the proceeding this 
day. 

The court then heard from 
the Defendant personally, 
who expressed his remorse 
for his actions and the con-
sequences of those actions 
and requested that he be af-
forded an alternative sen-
tence. 

Thereupon the Court re-
quested of the Special Prose-
cutor the State’s position 
with regard to sentencing. 

The Special Prosecutor 
advised the Court: that the 
defendant had an extensive 
criminal history of arrests for 
approximately 18 misde-
meanors and what the State 
believed was 17 felonies in 
the last thirty years; that the 
defendant’s criminal history 
was incomplete, in many in-
stances, with regard to the 
defendant’s convictions; that 
the criminal history does 
show multiple convictions; 
that the defendant has a con-
tinuous history of problems 
with alcohol, and continuous 

problems with criminal ac-
tivity that show a complete 
disregard for the conse-
quences to others; that the 
defendant has shown a lack 
of accepting responsibility 
for what happened when he 
killed the two Jacksons; that 
in his statement to Probation 
Officer McCoy in the PSI 
with regard to his version as 
to what happened, he blamed 
the brakes being out of ad-
justment on his truck on an 
employee by the name of 
Ryan Moore; that there were 
many instances, from the 
time the defendant killed the 
Jacksons, ending with his 
statements in the PSI, when 
the defendant had been un-
truthful to Law Enforce-
ment, his Home Incarcer- 
ation Officer, Probation Of-
ficer McCoy, and by his rep-
resentations in the PSI, unto 
the Court, that the defendant 
wasn’t truthful with Trooper 
Phillips when he gave his 
statement on the date the 
Jacksons were killed, by say-
ing that he turned around be-
fore getting to the gravel pile 
and made no mention of the 
theft of the gravel when he 
had 8 or 10 tons on his truck; 
that he represented to Proba-
tion Officer McCoy that he 
wasn’t using methampheta-
mine in April of 2023 when 
he wrecked and killed the 
Jacksons, when Nurse Shep-
herd advised he admitted to 
using meth, and Jensen Dean 
did the drug test that showed 
him positive for meth on that 
day; that he represented unto 
the Trooper involved with 
his arrest for possession of 
methamphetamine in Janu-
ary of 2024 that the meth 
wasn’t his when we now 
know he admitted in the PSI 
to using meth 3 or 4 times a 
week during the months of 
December 2023, and January 
and February of 2024; that 
Defendant’s admitted viola-
tions of his bond supervision 
for possessing methamphet-
amine, now, according to his 
statement in the P S I, were 
in the neighborhood of 50 vi-
olations of his bond; that he 
violated his Home Incarcera-
tion by possessing and using 
meth and possessing a rifle; 
that the biggest falsehood 
being exercised upon the 
Court system was when the 
defendant advised Probation 
Officer McCoy that if he was 

given the opportunity to 
serve his sentence on Proba-
tion or Home Incarceration 
he would be willing to fol-
low any rules and regula-
tions set forth by the Court; 
that the defendant was in all 
probability expecting the 
Court to grant him probation 
or an alternative sentence 
since he had advised Proba-
tion Officer McCoy that in 
his extensive criminal his-
tory over the last 30 years he 
never served any time in jail 
and had been able to just pay 
a fine or receive alternative 
sentences; and that as a re-
sult of the aforesaid, it was 
the State’s belief that the de-
fendant had given the Court 
no alternative other than to 
sentence the defendant to the 
maximum jail sentences pro-
vided by law and the maxi-
mum fines provided by law. 
The State also suggested to 
the Court that as a result of 
the additional 50 or so bond 
violations admitted and dis-
closed, that the Court order 
that the defendant’s bond be 
forfeited. 

Thereupon the Court made 
inquiry of defense counsel 
with regard to their position 
on bond. 

Defense Counsel Whitt 
advised the Court that the 
Law with regard to forfeiture 
advises that bond is for the 
purpose of the defendant’s 
appearance and not for his 
actions while on bond and 
that the defendant had ap-
peared on every occasion 
when directed by the Court 
and that his bond violations 
hurt no one other than the 
defendant. 

After hearing from coun-
sel for the parties and from 
the defendant, the court ad-
vised the defendant: that the 
Court had reviewed the PSI, 
focusing upon defendant’s 
prior convictions, not his ar-
rests without disposition; 
that in reviewing the defen-
dant’s convictions, his record 
suggests that he has [a] 30 
year history of doing what he 
wants, when he wants, with 
little or no consideration or 
regard to how it might affect 
others with him or around 
him; that the Court has also 
considered the many viola-
tions of the Defendant’s su-
pervised bond, and the 
violations of his Home In-
carceration; that Defendant’s 

actions, while on bond su-
pervision and Home Incar-
ceration, are indicative of his 
propensity to disregard rules 
he doesn’t like; and that as a 
result of the defendant’s ac-
tions, the Court concludes 
that he is not a suitable can-
didate for community-based 
sentence such as probation 
or home incarceration. 

Based upon these findings, 
and such further findings as 
may appear upon the record 
of this proceeding, the Court, 
with regard to Defendant’s 
conviction for Count III, the 
Negligent Homicide of Ryan 
Jackson, in violation of WV 
Code §17C-5-1(a), sen-
tenced the defendant to one 
year in jail, the maximum 
sentence, and fined the de-
fendant $1,000.00, the max-
imum fine. The Court, with 
regard to Defendant’s con-
viction for Count IV, the 
Negligent Homicide of Dar-
ren Jackson, in violation of 
WV Code §17C-5-1(a), sen-
tenced the defendant to one 
year in jail, the maximum 
sentence, and fined the de-
fendant $1,000.00, the max-
imum fine. The Court 
ordered that the Defendant 
pay all costs of this action as 
determined by the Circuit 
Clerk. 

The Court then addressed 
the State’s previously filed 
motion to forfeit the defen-
dant’s bond and after consid-
ering the record of this 
proceeding and the applica-
ble legal authorities, and for 
reasons set forth upon the 
record, the Court DENIED 
the State’s motion and OR-
DERED the Defendant’s 
bond be returned to the 
surety that posted the bond. 

For the purpose of this 
Sentencing Order, the defen-
dant was convicted on the 
19th day of November 2024, 
upon his Guilty pleas to both 
Counts 3 and 4. The defen-
dant was sentenced on Janu-
ary 29, 2025. The sentences 
are ordered to be served con-
secutively. The defendant is 
entitled to 96 days of jail 
credit on Count III. The De-
fendant shall first serve the 
sentence for Count III. The 
defendant will begin serving 
Count IV after having served 
and discharged Count III. 
The defendant is entitled to 
no other credit.

and Training; Election; Res-
ignation or Removal; Com-
pensation; Notice of Meet- 
ings; Meetings; WV School 
Board Association and The 
National School Board As-
sociation; Establishment/As-
sessment of County Goals; 
Evaluation of the Superin-
tendent; Student Supervi-
sion and Welfare; Group 
Health Plans; County and 
School Improvement-Re-
vised/Renamed; Local 
School Improvement Coun-
cil; Adoption of Programs of 
Study; Program of Study 
Middle School; Program of 
Study High School; Contro-
versial Issues; Parent and 
Family Member Participa-
tion in Title I Programs; 
Dual Credit; Class Size; 
Hope Scholarship Program; 
Guidance and Counseling; 
Homebound/Hospital In-
struction Program; Partici-
pation in Extra-Curricular 
Activities; Special Educa-
tion; Educational Program; 
Student Assessment; Em-
ployment of Substitutes; 
Suspension; Student Super-
vision and Welfare by Pro-
fessional Staff; Teacher 
Workload/ Supplemental 
Duties; Grievance Proce-
dure; Employment of Serv-
ice Personnel; Food Service; 
Areas of Critical Need and 
Shortage for Substitute Bus 
Operators; Competency 
Testing for Service Person-
nel; Eligibility of Resi-
dent/Non-resident Students 
for Enrollment; Open En-
rollment for Resident Stu-
dents; School Choice 
Options; School Attendance; 
Student Accidents/Cardiac 
Arrest; Grad- uation Re-
quirements; Self Harm and 
Eating Disorder Signs; 
Schools and Community 
Agencies; Discipline – Stu-
dent Due Process Rights; 
Use of Restraints and Seclu-
sion with Students; Funding 
Accounting; Purchases; and 
School Calendar 

• Placing the following 
policies on 30-day public 
comment by request of the 
superintendent – Meetings; 
Attendance; and Grading. 

In personnel management, 
the board approved the fol-
lowing: 

• Employment of Brittany 
D. Place as teacher of third 

grade at Green Bank Ele-
mentary-Middle School, ef-
fective February 3, for 83 
days for the remainder of the 
2024-2025 school year. 

• Resignation of Nicole 
Rose-Taylor as principal at 
Pocahontas County High 
School, effective February 
14. 

• Employment of Teresa 
Barb as substitute special 
education/classroom/bus 
aide for Pocahontas County 
Schools, at state minimum 
service personnel salary for 
the 2024-2025 school year. 

• Employment of Allen 
Johnson as substitute teacher 
for Pocahontas County 
Schools, at state minimum 
professional salary for the 
2024-2025 school year.
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Sentenced, 
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Taylor, from 
page 6

reports in a multi-page docu-
ment which was provided to 
the members. Some high-
lights included that operat-
ing revenue increased in 
2024 to $971,749, compared 
to about $865,000 in 2023 
and $761,000 in 2022. 
Joseph explained this was 
mostly due to increased 
loads subject to the tipping 
fee and the raising of both 
the tipping fee and the green 
box fees last year. He men-
tioned that the SWA could 
continue to operate for 96 
days even if all additional in-
come stopped.  

Landfill Manager Chris 
McComb mentioned that 
they had problems with 
water freezing at the landfill 
during to the recent cold 
spell, but as of the meeting 

date, everything had been 
fixed, and they have in-
stalled additional wiring and 
outlet boxes in the building 
to enable additional electric 
heaters to prevent this in the 
future. He also mentioned 
that since the last meeting, 
the green box problems – 
disposing of inappropriate 
materials and overflowing 
the boxes – have improved 
significantly at all the sites. 

Henderson also reported 
that there were no major 
problems with their ground-
water monitoring or their 
water flow rate and direc-
tional inspections. 

He also said the WV Au-
ditor’s Office has given their 
second audit delay until 
March 31 for their 2024      
financial audit of the SWA, 
due to backlogs at the Audi-
tor’s Office. 

The members also voted 
to approve their 2024 An-
nual Operational Report.

SWA, from 
page 2

For detailed information on 
HPAI detections in the 
United States, please refer to 
the Commercial, Backyard, 
& Wildlife cases in the 
United States (USDA 
APHIS). In early April, the 
overall HPAI status in the 
region will be reassessed 
with the possibility of re-
suming sales of poultry at 
markets. 

As a reminder, to prevent 
the spread of the disease, 
WVDA urges poultry own-
ers to: 

• Limit, monitor, and 
record any movement of 
people, vehicles, or animals 
on or off the farm. 

• Permit only essential 
workers and vehicles to 

enter the farm. 
• Avoid visiting other 

poultry farms or unneces-
sary travel off the farm. 

• Disinfect equipment, ve-
hicles, footwear, and other 
items in contact with flocks. 

• Change clothes before 
entering poultry areas and 
before exiting the property. 

• Keep flocks away from 
wild or migratory birds, es-
pecially waterfowl. 

• Isolate any ill animals 
and contact your veterinar-
ian immediately. 

For additional precautions 
against the virus, visit the 
CDC’s Avian Influenza Gui-
dance. 

Poultry owners should re-
port unusual death loss, a 
drop in egg production, or 
any sick domestic birds to 
WVDA’s Animal Health Di-
vision at 304-558-2214.

Poultry, 
from page 2

If veterinary care 
is unavailable or     
unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack®  

animal healthcare to treat 
mane dandruff, yeast         

infections and allergy scratching.      
SOUTHERN STATES 304-799-6523   

Pocahontas County Churches

 This church directory publishes the first Thursday of           
each month. To have your congregation listed, call              

304-799-4973.

 

Rev. David Lee, Pastor 
Eighth Street,  Marlinton • 304-799-6145

Marlinton Presbyterian Church 
                                Sundays –                               
                        Bible Study, 9 a.m. 
                           Worship 10 a.m. 
                        Via teleconference, 1-978-990-5269  
                               Enter access code 4835028# 

Soup-er Bowl Feb. 9 following worship 
Sweetheart Dinner Feb. 16 following worship 

Session Meeting Feb. 23 at 11: 15 a.m. 
 Free Community Dinner, Feb. 27 
(planning meeting Feb. 13 at 5:30 p.m.)

Pine Grove        
Church  of 

the Brethren 
WORSHIP 11 A.M. 

THURS. BIBLE STUDY • 7 P.M. 

304-456-5126 
Pine Grove Road, Arbovale

 NNew Hope 
 

 
Brethren 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church  
Rt. 92 South, Dunmore 

SUNDAY WORSHIP              
9:30 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY  
BIBLE STUDY 

  7 p.m.

Marlinton  
United Methodist 

Church

WORSHIP 11 A.M.        

IN THE SANCTUARY  
or in the parking lot on 

Radio 90.3 FM 
Children’s Sunday School 11 a.m.      

Everyone Welcome 
Charge Fellowship Gathering 

Feb. 16 • 5 - 7 p.m.  
Food, fellowship and games. 

Office hours  
Wed. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

  806 Sixth Avenue 
     304-799-4055 

Faith. Family. Fellowship.

Trinity 
Baptist 
Church

Rt. 219 Cook Town (Buckeye Hill) 
Worship 11 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School            
10 a.m. 

Pastor John Paul Burks 

NEW HOPE  
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

“God’s work, our hands.” 
MINNEHAHA SPRINGS 

WORSHIP 
WITH US!  

Sunday  
8:45 a.m. 

 Offering the Light        
of New Hope, by    
serving God and        
our neighbors.

Marlinton  
First Church  

of the  

Nazarene 
Rt. 219 North, 

in Edray 
REV. DONNIE BROWN 

304-799-2525 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Worship 11 a.m. 

Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pocahontas County 

CATHOLIC  
CHURCHES 

SCHEDULE 
ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
Rt. 39 • Marlinton 

Sunday Mass 
9 a.m. 

ST. MARK THE  
EVANGELIST 

Rt. 250 • Bartow 
Sunday Mass 
11:30 a.m.  

ST. BERNARD CHAPEL 
Snowshoe 

Saturday Mass 
5:30 p.m.  

Rectory:   

304-799-6778

Marlinton 
Church  
of God 

Beard Heights,  Rt. 219 

Sunday School  
10 a.m. 

Worship 11 a.m  

Wednesday 5 p.m.          
Bible Study – Revelations 
Rev. Fred Goldizen

Sunday School 10 a.m 
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening 6 p.m.

defendant to be released to 
his brother’s residence and 
be placed on monitored 
home confinement. The par-

ties continue to negotiate a 
plea offer. The court denied 
the motion to modify bond. 
A status hearing is set for 
March 5. Walker was in-
dicted on one count, harass-
ment; one count, intimida- 
tion of and against public of-
ficers and employees; and 

three counts, indecent expo-
sure. 

A status hearing was held 
in the case the State vs 
Christopher Gibson, 47, of 
Buckeye, wherein the state 
related that it did not wish to 
revoke alternative sentenc-
ing. The court did not find 

Gibson in violation of his 
home incarceration and he 
will continue to serve his 
original sentence reporting 
on weekends to jail. The de-
fense was directed to calcu-
late the time the defendant 
has already served.

Court, from 
page 2
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, January 30, 2025. 
Claim Deadline: Monday, March 31, 2025 
 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14705 
ESTATE OF: CHARLES KERMIT MCNELLAN 
EXECUTRIX: Linda Sharp 

29 Drennen Ridge Road 
Marlinton, WV 24954-6532 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14719 
ESTATE OF: LILLY GERTRUDE TAYLOR 
EXCUTOR: Bedford Russell Taylor II 

1573 Back Draft Road 
Green Bank, WV 24944-9054 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14721 
ESTATE OF: ROBERT DARRELL FORTNER II 
EXECUTOR: David Harper 

741 Cotton Tree Road 
Walton, WV 25286-9097 

 
ESTATE NUMBER: 14722 
ESTATE OF: JOHN HOWARD GORE 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Patricia T. Gore 

208 Puffenbarger Road 
Hillsboro, WV 24946-8732 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on January 24, 2025. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas county Commission 
1/30/2c 

 
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF  

POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
 

IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME 
FROM: Cetara Marie Stutler 
TO: Cetara Marie Hefner 
 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
CHANGE OF NAME PROCEEDING 

Notice is hereby given that on the 25th day of March 2025 at         
1 o’clock p.m. at Family Court, 818 C 10th Avenue, Marlinton, WV, 
on said day or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, be-
fore the Honorable Joyce H. Carpenter, the Petitioner, Cetara Stut-
ler, will apply by petition to the Family Court of Pocahontas County, 
West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said Court, changing her 
name from Cetara Marie Stuttler to Cetara Marie Hefner, at which 
time and place any interested party may appear and be heard if they 
so desire. 

You are hereby notified that this matter may be rescheduled with-
out further notice or publication. 

A copy of said petition can be obtained from Clerk of the              
Circuit/Family Court Connie M. Carr at her office at 900 D 10th Av-
enue, Marlinton, West Virginia, 24954. 

Dated this 31st day of January 2025. 
Cetara Stutler 

Pro se Petitioner 
2/6/1p 

 
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE 

The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority 
vesting in it by that certain Deed of Trust recorded on March 15, 
2019, in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Poca-
hontas County, West Virginia, in Book 380 at Page 451, Douglas M. 
Ellis did convey unto Seneca Trustees Inc. as Original Trustee,  cer-
tain real property described in said Deed of Trust; and the benefici-
ary has elected to appoint Elk River Trustees Inc., as Substitute 
Trustee by virtue of a Substitution of Trustee recorded on January 
8, 2025 in Book 424 at Page 22 in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office;  the 
undersigned Substitute Trustee has been requested, in writing, by 
the beneficiary of said Deed of Trust to sell the real estate described 
below, as there has been a default under the terms and conditions 
of said Deed of Trust.  Therefore, the undersigned Substitute Trustee 
having been instructed by Pingora Loan Servicing, LLC to foreclose 
thereunder will offer for sale, at a public auction at the front door 
of the Pocahontas County Courthouse in Marlinton, West Vir-
ginia, on February 19, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. the following described 
real estate, together with its easements, improvements, and appur-
tenances thereunto belonging, situate in the City of Snowshoe, Poc-
ahontas County, West Virginia, and more particularly bounded and 
described as follows: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN 

THE CITY OF SNOWSHOE, COUNTY OF POCAHONTAS, STATE 
OF WEST VIRGINIA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

ALL OF UNIT 201 OF SOARING EAGLE LODGE AS SHOWN 
AND ILLUSTRATED ON THAT PLAT OF SURVEY RECORDED 
AMONG THE LAND RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA, ON NOVEMBER 30, 2006, IN DEED BOOK NO. 
306, AT PAGE 62. 

PARCEL ID: 03-08SE/02010000 
THIS BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO DOU-

GLAS M. ELLIS AND KELLY S. ELLIS, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AS 

JOINT TENANTS WITH THE RIGHT OF SURVIVORSHIP FROM 
SOARING EAGLE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LLC., A WEST 
VIRGINIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, IN A DEED DATED DE-
CEMBER 1, 2006, AND RECORDED DECEMBER 13, 2006, IN 
DEED BOOK 306, PAGE 293. 

At the time of the execution of the subject Deed of Trust, the 
property was reported to have an address of: 201 Soaring Eagle 
Lodge, Snowshoe, West Virginia 26209. 

The above referenced real estate will be conveyed with no 
covenants of warranty and subject to any and all easements, rights 
of way, conditions, covenants, restrictions, exceptions, reservations, 
leases and other servitudes, which may be a matter of record in the 
aforesaid Clerk’s Office or visible upon the ground.   The sale of the 
referenced real estate will also be subject to all prior liens and in-
cluding any and all other deeds of trust, judgments, liens, and all 
other encumbrances of any nature whatsoever, if any, having prior-
ity over the subject Deed of Trust.  

The subject property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition.  The 
Substitute Trustee makes no representations and warranties of any 
kind or character including, but not limited to, the condition of the 
real estate or the title to the real estate to be conveyed. The Sub-
stitute Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant 
or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.  

In the event that there are federal tax liens against the property, 
the United States has the right to redeem the property within a pe-
riod of one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of the sale.  
The Substitute Trustee reserves the right to adjourn the sale for a 
time, or from time to time, without further notice, by announcement 
at the time and place of the foreclosure sale described herein.  

TERMS OF SALE 
1. $8,000.00 (Eight Thousand Dollars) in cash and/or certified 

funds made payable to “Elk River Trustees, Inc.” due as a deposit 
at the time of sale, with the balance due and payable within thirty 
(30) days of sale.  Personal checks will not be accepted.  

2.  The purchaser at the sale shall be responsible for payment of 
all real estate taxes. 

3.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of the record-
ing cost of the deed and also for payment of the tax on the privilege 
of transferring the real property (transfer tax) imposed by West Vir-
ginia Code § 11-22-2. 

4. The parties secured by the Deed of Trust reserve the right to 
purchase the property at the foreclosure sale.  

ELK RIVER TRUSTEES, INC. 
714 Venture Drive, #132 
Morgantown, WV 26508 

Telephone:  304-241-6962   
Fax:  330-436-0301 

Reference file # 24-02761 
1/30/2c 

 
NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 

2023-C-000002- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 
To: SHOWSHOE MOUNTAIN, INC, SHANE GAGNE, SHERRY 

GAGNE, SHANE GAGNE, SHERRY GAGNE, SHANE GAGNE, 
SHERRY GAGNE, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs-
at-law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all 
known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, 
lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest 
in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have any in-
terest in the subject property. 

DISTRICT: EDRAY    MAP 8E     PARCEL 0022 0000 0000 
   You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the fol-

lowing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000002, located in 
EDRAY DISTRICT, LT 14 WEST RIDGE SD .97 AC 
150X290X136X302.59, which was returned delinquent or nonen-
tered in the name of ATWOOD ENTITES LLC, and was sold by the 
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Poc-
ahontas County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. 
WVTK LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate 
will be made on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless be-
fore that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to 
redeem on or before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 - 414.  

$ 514.90 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-2046. $ 431.93 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 166.59 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 939.77 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $2,053.19 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may peti-

tion the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three in-
cremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem 
the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000009- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

To: 3553 PROPERTIES LLC, 3553 PROPERTIES LLC, 3553 
PROPERTIES LLC, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-
CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs-at-law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-
owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject 
property. 

DISTRICT: EDRAY    MAP 8AA     PARCEL 0318 0000 0000 
You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000009, located in EDRAY 
DISTRICT, HIGHLAND HOUSE UNIT 318 .0054869% INT .655 AC, 
which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of 
FCBR PROPERTIES LLC, and was sold by the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Pocahontas County 
at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. WVTK LLC re-
quests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made 
on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day 
you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -1855.  

$ 886.49 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-291. $ 784.81 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 917.54 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $2,800.89 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may peti-

tion the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three in-
cremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem 
the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
   Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000015- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

To: STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA , MAGISTRATE COURT OF 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY, GEORGE JORDAN, DONALD JOR-
DAN, POCAHONTAS COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY, 
GEORGE JORDAN, DONALD JORDAN, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: 
ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DE-
PARTMENT, or heirs-at-law, devisees, creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fi-
duciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties hav-
ing an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the subject property. 

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia                
Department of Transportation, Division of Highways, through the 
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed             
proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until  FEBRUARY 25, 2025 
10:00 A.M. (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be down-
loaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the con-
structions of the following project (s): 

CALL: 002; CONTRACT: 2022880005; STATE PROJECT: 
S388-REC/AL-25 00; FEDERAL PROJECT:STBG-2025(010)D; 
DESCRIPTION: PAVEMENT MARKINGS, D-8 RECALL STRIP-
ING 2025, DISTRICT WIDE; COUNTY: PENDLETON, POCA-
HONTAS, RANDOLPH, TUCKER  

DBE GOAL: 5% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER 
MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL 
ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.  

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractor’s license is not required at time of bid, but will be              
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the 
Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in                  
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must 
include one of the following forms properly executed with each 
proposal: Proposal Guaranty Bond, Cashier’s Check or Certified 
Check for $500.00 or 5% of total bid, whichever is greater. 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project          
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of               
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postpone-
ment and the date that proposals will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on www.bidx.com 

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively              
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this                  
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,                
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
Division of Highways 

1/30/2c

TOWN OF MARLINTON 
ACCEPTING BIDS  

The Town of Marlinton is seeking bids to purchase a 
2500 Series Regular Cab Chevrolet Pickup. 

Specifications: 
Year: 2025; Color: White; 8-foot Cargo Box, Four-Wheel Drive; 

Exterior Power Heated Trailering Mirrors with Turn Signals, and 
Backup LED Lights, 3.73 Axle Ratio, 10-Speed Automatic Trans-
mission, 10,250 Lb. GVWR, Easy Lift and Lock Tailgate, Deep 
Tinted Glass, Rear Window Defogger, 17-inch Steel Wheels, LED 
Roof Marker Lamps, 220 Amp Alternator, Skid Plates, Roof Emer-
gency Light Provisions, Snowplow Prep Package, 6.6 Liter Gas 
V-8 Engine, Trailer Package, Trailer Brake Control, 8-foot, 6-inch 
V Plow, Power Locks, Power Windows, Lane Keep Assist. 

Bid should be mailed or delivered to:  
Town of Marlinton, 

709 Second Avenue, 
Marlinton, WV 24954. 

Deadline for submitting bids is 4 p.m. Friday, February 7, 
2025. 

The Town reserves the right to refuse any or all bids. 
1/30/2c NOTICE 

The Pocahontas County Commission is seeking an individual 
interested in serving on the Pocahontas County Building Com-
mission.   

This is for the remainder of a five-year term expiring on June 
30, 2029.   

Any individual who is a member of the Democrat or No Party 
Affiliation political party  – noting that no more than two thirds of 
the total number of members of the board of each commission 
shall be from the same political party and no member of any such 
board shall hold any office (other than the office of notary public) 
or employment under the United States of America, the State of 
West Virginia, any county or political subdivision thereof, or any 
political party.  

For more information, please contact the Pocahontas County 
Clerk’s Office at 304-799-4549. 

The Pocahontas County Commission 
1/30/2c 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

In accordance with West Virginia State Law, the Pocahontas 
County Board of Education is required to hold two public meet-
ings with the purpose of discussing the school calendar for 
the 2025-2026 year. 

The first public meeting will be held Tuesday, March 11, 4:30 
p.m. at Pocahontas County High School Media Center, 271 War-
rior Way, Dunmore. 

The second meeting will be Tuesday, April 1, 5:30 p.m. at the 
Pocahontas County Board of Education Office, 404 Old Buckeye 
Road, Buckeye 

Pocahontas County Board of Education 
2/6/2c 
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 State of West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Water and Waste Management 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION'S, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE 

 601 57TH STREET SE, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 
25304-2345 TELEPHONE: 304-926-0440. 

 
APPLICATION FOR COVERAGE UNDER THE GENERAL 

WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIM-
INATION SYSTEM WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT 
NO. WV0115924 

 
Public Notice No.:  BS-014-2025 
Public Notice Date:  February 04, 2025 
Paper:  The Pocahontas Times 
 
The following has applied for coverage under the General WV/ 

NPDES Water Pollution Control Permit No. WV0115924 for this 
facility or activity: 

 
Appl. No.: WVR112354 
 
Applicant: POCAHONTAS COUNTY PSD 

PO BOX 250 
                  DURBIN, WV 26264 

  
Location: THORNWOOD, POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
 
      Latitude: 38:32:23         Longitude:    79:46:29 
 
Receiving Stream: 
East Fk/Greenbrier Rv/Kanawha Rv 
Activity:  
Pocahontas County PSD plans a construction stormwater 

project estimated to last over 1 year. 
Business conducted:  
A waterline extension providing service to 59 new customers 

on route 250, the Limit of Disturbance (LOD) is 9.32ac 
Implementation: N/A 
On the basis of review of the application the "Water Pollution 

Control Act (Chapter 22, Article 11-8(a))," and the "West Virginia 
Legislative Rules," the State of West Virginia will act on the 
above application. 

Any interested person may submit written comments on the 
site registration  permit application  and may request a public 
hearing by addressing such to the Director of the Division of 
Water and Waste Management within 30 days of the date of the 
public notice.  Such comments or requests should be emailed 
to billy.t.shirley@wv.gov or addressed to: 

Director, Division of Water and Management, DEP 
ATTN:  Billy Shirley, Permitting Section 
601 57th Street SE 
Charleston, WV  25304-2345 

The public comment period begins February 04, 2025 and 
ends March 06, 2025. 

Comments received within this period will be considered prior 
to acting on the permit application.  Correspondence should in-
clude the name, address and the telephone number of the writer 
and a concise statement of the nature of the issues raised.  The 
Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a finding is made, 
on the basis of requests, that there is a  significant degree of 
public interest on issues relevant to the site registration permit 
application and this facility's coverage under the General  Permit.  
Interested persons may contact the Public Information Office to 
obtain further information. 

The application may be inspected, by appointment, at the Di-
vision of Water and Waste Management Public Information Of-
fice, at 601 57th Street SE, Charleston, WV, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. on business days.  Copies of the application and 
the General Permit and Fact Sheet may be obtained from the 
Division at a nominal cost.  

2/6/1c 

ACCEPTING BIDS  
 

The Pocahontas County Assessor will accept bids for a 
new Mid-Size SUV for use by the Pocahontas County Asses-
sor’s Office.   

All bids should be submitted in writing and placed in a sealed 
envelope marked “Sealed Bid – Pocahontas County Assessor’s 
Office Vehicle” and delivered by mail or in person to the Poca-
hontas County Assessor, 900 Tenth Ave., Marlinton, WV  24954 
no later than Thursday, February 20, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.  

 
Bid Specifications for the vehicle: 

2025 Mid-Size SUV, White, Automatic Transmission, Re-
mote Start, Forward Collision Alert, Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Braking, Following Distance Indicator, Intersection Alert 
Braking, Rear Cross Traffic Braking, LED Headlamps, Deep 
Tinted Rear Glass, Compact Spare Tire and Jack, 17-inch 
Wheels.   

 
Bids will be opened in the Office of the County Assessor lo-

cated in the Pocahontas County Courthouse, Friday, February 
21, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.   

For further information, please inquire at the Pocahontas 
County Assessor’s Office at 304-799-4750, Monday through Fri-
day, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

The Pocahontas County Assessor reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids or to continue this matter from time to time as 
may be necessary. 

Johnny A. Pritt 
Pocahontas County Assessor 

2/6/2c
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DISTRICT: EDRAY    MAP 45A     PARCEL 0009 0000 0000 
You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000015, located in EDRAY 
DISTRICT, LT 5 ONOTO HILLS SD STONEY CREEK 1.04 AC 
FEE, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name 
of JORDAN DONALD PAUL & GEORGE ALBERT, and was sold 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands 
of Pocahontas County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 
3, 2024. WVTK LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such 
real estate will be made on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -2919.  

$ 890.16 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-2944. $ 716.80 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 960.77 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $2,779.78 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may pe-

tition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three 
incremental payments that equal the total amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described 
above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000027- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

To: BARRY MILLICAN AKA SCOTT MILLICAN, SNOWSHOE 
MOUNTAIN INC, BARRY MILLICAN AKA SCOTT MILLICAN, 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT, POCA-
HONTAS COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT, BARRY MILLI-
CAN AKA SCOTT MILLICAN, BARRY MILLICAN AKA SCOTT 
MILLICAN, BARRY MILLICAN AKA SCOTT MILLICAN, OCCU-
PANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV 
STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs-at-law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, 
other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent prop-
erty, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject 
property.   

DISTRICT: EDRAY    MAP 8U  PARCEL 0080 0002 0000 
You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000027, located in EDRAY 
DISTRICT, TWIN GREEN TOWNHOUSE UNIT 2 HAWTHORNE 
CALLEY SD P,   which was returned delinquent or nonentered 
in the name of MILLICAN BARRY SCOTT, and was sold by the 
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Poc-
ahontas County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. 
WVTK LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate 
will be made on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed 
to redeem on or before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -3676.  

$ 823.97 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-3704. $1,084.39 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $1,020.08 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $3,140.49 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may pe-

tition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three 
incremental payments that equal the total amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described 
above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000070- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

To: DUSTIN AMBROSE, SHIRLEY AMBROSE, DUSTIN AM-
BROSE, SHIRLEY AMBROSE, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or 
heirs-at-law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, as-
signs, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, admin-
istrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have 
any interest in the subject property. 
DISTRICT: HUNTERSVILLE   MAP 74  PARCEL 0003 0000 0000 

You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-
ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000070, located in 
HUNTERSVILLE DISTRICT, LT 1 COCHRANS CREEK 1.6 AC 
(C),   which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name 
of AMBROSE DUSTIN L & SHIRLEY D, and was sold by the 
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Poc-
ahontas County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. 
WVTK LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate 
will be made on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless 
before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed 
to redeem on or before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -11397.  

$ 489.74 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-11467. $ 981.47 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 862.78 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $2,546.04 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may pe-

tition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three 
incremental payments that equal the total amount required to re-

deem the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described 
above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000081- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

TO: JOHN RIDER, JONATHAN RIDER, JOHN RIDER, 
JONATHAN RIDER, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED 
RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs-at-law, de-
visees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known 
heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lien-
holders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the 
delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in 
the subject property. 
DISTRICT: HUNTERSVILLE   MAP 69  PARCEL 0007 0000 0000 

You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-
ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000081, located in 
Huntersville District, Cochrans Creek 6.25 AC, which was re-
turned delinquent or nonentered in the name of RIDER JOHN 
JR & JONATHAN, and was sold by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Pocahontas County at the sale 
for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. WVTK LLC requests that 
you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before June 
30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -12811.  

$ 505.63 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-12887. $ 380.48 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 862.78 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $1,960.94 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may pe-

tition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three 
incremental payments that equal the total amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described 
above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
 Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c 
 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2023-C-000075- Pocahontas County – WVTK LLC 

TO: TROY FITZGERALD, AMANDA FITZGERALD, IRS, ATTN: 
ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DE-
PARTMENT, or heirs-at-law, devisees, creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fi-
duciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties hav-
ing an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other 
parties that may have any interest in the subject property. 

DISTRICT:HUNTERSVILLE  MAP 70  PARCEL 0001 0012 0000 
You will take notice that WVTK LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, Certificate No.: 2023-C-000075, located in 
HUNTERSVILLE DISTRICT TRACT 12 ALLEY MTN  3.343 AC. 
which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of 
FITZGERALD TROY D & AMANDA, and was sold by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of Pocahontas 
County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. WVTK 
LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be 
made on or after July 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before 
that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to re-
deem on or before June 30, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 -11967.  

$ 462.38 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2023-12050. $ 338.19 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 212.05 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 837.24 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $1,849.86 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2025 by paying 

the above total less any unearned interest. 
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may pe-

tition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three 
incremental payments that equal the total amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described 
above. 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
Given under my hand January  27, 2024. 

Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner  

Delinquent and Nonentered Lands of  
Pocahontas County, State of West Virginia 

2/6/3c

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54­93­0015

MULTIPLE PART-TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
Pocahontas County Senior Citizens, Inc. is now hiring
for several positions:
•Assistant Cook, Marlinton. two days a week, Tues-
day and Thursday, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
•Direct Care Worker. Monday - Friday; hours may
vary. Job duties include personal care, traveling from
client to client (travel time and reimbursement in-
cluded) and light housekeeping.  

Both positions include nine paid holidays and 30 
hours personal leave after the first year. For further 
information, please contact Kayla Shaw, 
Executive Director at 304-799-6337, ext. 7.   
an equal opportunity employer.

We do farm calls! 
OONSITE TRACTOR TIRE/
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Tire Repair • New Tires • Oil Changes
• Brakes • Engine Repair • AC Repair

• Batteries and Wipers
Tyrel Beverage, Owner. 

Call to schedule an appointment 304-642-3383
315 Buffalo Mtn. Rd., Arbovale

CHIEF RANGER POSITION 
The Snowshoe Resort Community District (SRCD) 
Ranger Department is currently accepting applica-
tions for Chief Ranger. All certified, experienced law  
enforcement officers are encouraged to apply. The SRCD 
is an equal opportunity employer. This position offers 
competitive salary, vacation and paid medical benefits. 
Interested, qualified candidates should submit their ré-
sumé to the SRCD District Manager, Lisa 
Cutlip, at lisa.cutlip@snowshoedistrict.com

tions. You’ll laugh, you’ll 
cringe, and you’ll wonder 
whether anyone involved 
will ever emotionally re-
cover. 

Beneath its deceptively 
simple prose lies a deeply 
layered narrative. Is The Vis-
itor a liberator or a trickster? 
A mentor or a menace? His 
methods are unconventional 
(to put it mildly), but his ul-
timate philosophy is clear: 
life is meant to be messy, 
and you grow when you fig-
ure out how to clean up after 

yourself – preferably with a 
very large machine. 

As the story crescendos, it 
becomes clear that this is 
more than a tale of mayhem. 
It’s a profound meditation on 
human nature: order versus 
chaos, rules versus rebellion, 
and the delicate balance be-
tween living freely and tak-
ing responsibility. 

This book may be shelved 
in the children’s section, but 
don’t let that fool you. “The 
Cat in the Hat” is a surreal, 
unhinged masterpiece that 
leaves you questioning 
everything, from the limits 
of spontaneity to whether 
you’d actually answer the 
door for someone like this.

Library, 
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facilities, a rate three times 
the national average, a first-
of-its-kind data analysis dis-
covered. After the federal 
government began investi-
gating West Virginia’s treat-
ment of foster kids with 
disabilities, the state started 
screening a much smaller 
percentage of kids for these 
conditions. 

Mountain State Spotlight 
also found that, while West 
Virginia’s foster care system 
leans on grandparents and 
other family members to 
raise foster kids, it doesn’t 
provide the resources those 
families need. And the in-
vestigation found that the 
state continues to struggle to 
provide the system with ade-
quate child welfare workers. 

Since September 2019, a 
group of foster kids has been 
suing the state over condi-
tions in the system. That 
case has been repeatedly de-
layed, as the state has sought 

to have it thrown out, and 
has been back and forth to a 
federal appeals court and 
moved to a different judge. 

Goodwin delayed the trial 
after a private lawyer repre-
senting state officials said he 
couldn’t attend a pre-trial 
meeting scheduled for Feb-
ruary because he needed to 
be out of the country for his 
mother’s 70th birthday cele-
bration. Lawyers for the fos-
ter kids said they could not 
agree to various alternative 
dates for that meeting. 
“Though Plaintiffs wish to 
be flexible and accommo-
dating, Defendants’ lack of 
diligence in addressing this 
scheduling conflict has made 
it logistically impossible to 
do so,” they wrote in their 
opposition to the change. 

The judge said the “failure 
to find an amicable solution 
is discouraging.” 

Late last year, the U.S. 
Department of Justice ex-
tended its scrutiny of West 
Virginia’s foster care system 
because the state failed to 
show required improve-
ments.

Foster, from 
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county without official CAC coverage 
In the 2024 fiscal year, 66% of children who received a 

forensic interview at a CAC disclosed abuse. Thirty-four 
percent of children interviewed made no disclosure of abuse 
during the forensic interview. Even when a child does not 
disclose, the multidisciplinary team may still have good 
cause to investigate the reports that prompted the child’s 
services at the CAC. 

Caregivers visiting CACs are asked to take a survey 
about their experience. Ninety-seven percent of caregivers 
surveyed said if they knew anyone else who was dealing 
with a situation like the one their family faced, they would 
tell that person about the child advocacy center. 

The report includes data on victim demographics, alleged 
offender demographics, reported vs. disclosed abuse, serv-
ices performed, criminal justice response and CAC income 
budget breakdown. Highlights from the statewide data re-
port can be found at https://wvcan.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
2025/01/2024-Stats-One-Pager.pdf 

“In the past year, the number of children referred to West 
Virginia CACs due to suspected drug endangerment was 
four times the national average,” said Shiloh Woodard, In-
terim Chief Executive Officer of the West Virginia Child 
Advocacy Network. “We must do all that we can to ensure 
the stability and continuity of our 21 Child Advocacy Cen-
ters in the Mountain State so that critical services to child 
survivors of abuse and children and youth who have been 
exposed to the opioid epidemic can continue to be pro-
vided.”   

This document was prepared under a grant from the West 
Virginia Division of Administrative Services, Justice & 
Community Services Section. Points of view or opinions ex-
pressed in this document are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the official position or policies of 
the State of West Virginia Division of Administrative Serv-
ices, Justice & Community Services Section or any entity 
of the Department of Justice.
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AUTO SERVICE 

 
Auto Value Parts Store, Durbin. 
Inspections, tires, parts, mechanic 
on site. 304-456-4505 or www.varn 
ers.net. 12/5/fwmc 

 
Areas’s Largest Selection of new 
and used ATVs, Side by Sides, and 
Motorcycles. Elkins Motorsports 

Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins, WV. 304-
636-7732 or elkinsmotorsports.net

1/4/fwmp 
 

General auto repair, tires, alignment, 
state inspections, towing. F & F 

Service Center, LLC. 304-799-
6431. 1/4/fwmp 

 
Tom’s Garage. Batteries, tires, ex-
haust, computer diagnostic - Amer-
ican and imports, transmission flush 
machine, fuel injection cleaning. 
Jasper engines and transmissions. 
Monday - Friday,      9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Weekends by appointment. 304-
456-3445. 12/5/fwmp 

 
COnTRACTORS 

 
Bryant Construction, LLC. Resi-
dential and commercial construc 
tion. 304-799-4399. 1/4/fwmp 

 
Burgess Construction. Top notch 
craftsmanship at a reasonable price. 
304-799-6143 WV048016. 

3/7/fwmp 
 

All types of backhoe, excavator and 
dozer jobs. Dump truck services and 
more. M & L Miller Excavating, 

LLC. 304-799-2339 or 304-646-
6695. WV058103. 10/24/fwmp 

 
Mr. Painter, LLC. Commercial    
and Residential Painting. Billy 
Dunz, owner/operator. 304-799-
7152        or 304-618-9420 or mr 
painter25@frontier.com

9/26/fwmp 
 

 InSURAnCE/FInAnCIAL 

 
Take the worry out of doing your 
business payroll. Offering complete 
payroll services, direct deposit, pay-
checks, all monthly taxes, withhold-
ings and reports. Call for complete 
details. Gilardi Tax Services, Bar-
tow. 304-456-4787 or gilarditaxser-
vices@live. com 2/2/fwmp 

 
L. Jay Kniceley Insurance Co. In-
surance for every need. 304-799-
6243.  3/7/fwmp 

 
Mosesso Agency. Insurance for 
home, auto, life, business and farm. 
We also offer retirement products. 
1100 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton. 304-
799-6303. 1/4/fwmc 

 
PET GROOMInG 

 
Donna’s Tails A ‘Waggin Pet 

Grooming. 3099 Browns Creek 
Road, 3 miles North of Huntersville 
intersection. By appointment only. 
Call 304-799-7277. Donna Nash 
owner/operator. 10/24/fwmp 

 
RESTAURAnT 

 
The Kickin’ Chicken and More! 

Dine in/carry out. Roasted chicken, 
soups, salads, hoagies, sides and 
more. 598 Cass Road, Slatyfork, 
across from the Inn at Snowshoe. 
304-572-4444. Open Tuesday - Sat-
urday, noon to 8 p.m. Weekly spe-
cials on Facebook. 11/28/fwmp 

 
RETAIL 

 
Buckeye Home, Farm and Gar-

den Center,  Rt. 219, Buckeye.   
Authorized Stihl Dealer. 304-799-
0860. Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 2 p.m. 

1/4/fwmp 
 

J & P Furniture. Furnishings and 
accessories for the way you live. 
Showroom and warehouse, 616 
First Avenue, Marlinton. 304-799-

6235. 10/10/fwmp 
 

Sunflower Fabrics, LLC. New kits 
available! Fabric, patterns, notions, 
batting and backing. 805 Second 
Avenue, Marlinton. 681-318-0767. 
Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

9/26/fwmp 
 

SEnIOR CARE 
 

Valentine Assisted Living. Afford-
able, personalized senior care in 
Elkins. Private and semi-private 
rooms, providing quality service and 
care for our residents. New owner/ 
administrator, Denise Campbell, 
RN. Call 304-636-3900 for more in-
formation. 1/4/fwmc 

 
SEPTIC SERVICE 

 
A-1 Pumping. Septic tank installa-
tion, inspection, repair and pump-
ing. Prices start as low as $375. 
Durbin. 304-456-4505 or www. 
varners.net 12/7/fwmp 

 
Muck Truck Septic Services. Sep-
tic system pumping and portable toi-
let rentals. Competitive pricing! 
WV2304-1625. Call 304-846-4600 
or 304-651-2788 or 304-742-3271 
(Meadows Septic Tank Service.)

11/2/fwmp 
 

The Outhouse, LLC. Septic  pump-
ing, portable toilets and sinks avail-
able. 304-456-5466. 8/5/fwmp 

 
SERVICES 

 
Almost Local Business Hub, 204 
Eighth Street, Marlinton. Offering 
office rental, color/BW copies, fax 
service and Notary services. 304-
799-7355. 7/11/fwmp 

 
Handy Bradley. Property manage-
ment and odd jobs. Reasonable, de-
pendable, timely. Free consultation. 
304-799-2524 or 304-409-8568. 
Email: bradhertko@gmail.com 

Bradley Jason Hertko, Proprietor. 
12/5/fwmp 

  
VETERInARIAnS 

 
Frankford Veterinary Hospital. 

Marlinton Office. 410 Second Av-
enue, in Humane Society Building. 
Monday and Wednesday 10 a.m. to    
3 p.m. 304-799-6181. Julie Gibson, 
DVM, Megan Fansler, DVM.  
Small/Large animals and farm calls. 

12/7/fwmp 
 

Pocahontas Veterinary Services. 
Stacy Tawney, DVM. 8 a.m. to          
4 p.m. Monday - Friday. 150 Carl 
McCarty Road, 4.2 miles north on 
Rt. 28 from Huntersville intersec-
tion, on right. Small/large animals. 
We do farm calls. 304-799-6803.  

3/7/fwmp 
 

WATER WELL/ 
SERVICE 

 
Pritt’s Well Drilling. Water wells. 
304-653-4491; 304-653-4900. WV 
010682. 7/4/fwmp 

 
Selling/installing water systems and 
well parts. Rowan Well Supplies, 
304-591-0272 or 304-704-3764. 
WV004493. 7/25/fwmp 

 
FOR RENT  

  
APARTMENT FOR RENT - On 
the River next to Red Oak Realty. 
One bedroom, one bath, free WiFi. 
$495/month. Tenant pays all other 
utilities, security deposit and first 
and last month rent required. Call, 
text or email Todd at 904-234-8585 
or tgrove1028@yahoo.com 

12/26/tfnp 
 

WANTED TO BUY  
  

WANTED TO BUY - Furs, green 
or dry, ginseng and deer horns. IGA 
parking lot, Marlinton, Saturday, 
February 8 and Saturday, February 
22, from noon to 2 p.m. Jesse Sams. 

304-667-6398. 1/30/4p 
  

POSITION AVAILABLE 
   

POSITION AVAILABLE - Part-
time Office Assistant. Pocahontas 
County Health Department. 
Please send résumés to: Pocahontas 
County Health Department, 900 
10th Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954.

1/30/2c 
   

POSITION AVAILABLE  - Burns 
Motor Freight, Inc., an equal op-
portunity employer, is currently tak-
ing applications for a mechanic 
position in our Marlinton shop. 
This position will be responsible for 
servicing, routine maintenance and 
inspecting trucks among other shop 
duties. Applicant should have their 
own everyday tools, BMF provides 

specialized tools. BMF offers a full 
benefit package. Call Mike Burns or 
Doug Burns at 304-799-6106 if in-
terested or stop by for an applica-
tion. 1/30/2c 

    
  FREE  

FREE - Old newspapers to start 
your fireplace or woodstove. The 
Pocahontas Times office.  9/26/tfn 

 
SALE 

 
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS 
SALE -Saturday, February 8, at 
Rayetta’s Lunchbox, 10 a.m. to ?. 
Decorations, silk flowers, cake dec-
orating items, cake pans, cake 
stands, cupcake stuff, kitchen items, 
baking pans, dishes, pie plates, etc. 
Everything must go! Not responsi-
ble for accidents. 2/6/1p
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

 
to schedule your free quote!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $20,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills 
or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

Call for your FREE 
Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon. Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.

After staring at each other 
in amazement for a long sec-
ond, Dan asked, “I take it 
you’re hearing the voices, 
too?” 

“Indeed, I guess those 
sounds could be mistaken 
for ghostly moaning,” I 
replied. “They are certainly 
female voices.” 

At that moment, I reached 
up and touched one of the 
soda-straw stalactites hang-
ing from the ceiling. It in-
stantly crumbled into a small 
pile of calcium carbonate 
shards. Dan said, “Hey, there 
is a small hole where the 
fractured stalactite was. I 
wonder how far into the ceil-
ing it goes?” 

I remembered seeing a 
coat rack with metal hangers 
in one of the rooms we ex-
plored earlier. Returning to 
the room where we heard the 
voices, I cut the hook off the 
hanger with my multitool 
and used the pliers to 
straighten the wire. 

Dan was taller than me, so 
I handed it to him, and he 
pushed the wire into the 
hole. We were both surprised 
that it went a good foot or 
more before breaking free of 
the concrete. 

Dan pushed it up another 
foot with no resistance and 
asked me to hold it in place 
while he went back to his of-
fice to get some duct tape, 
saying, “I’ve got an idea; I’ll 
be right back.” 

While waiting for Dan’s 
return, I could hear the 

voices. I realized they were 
intermittent and seemed to 
vary in volume. I imagined 
the workers, already fueled 
by the tales from the hospi-
tal employees, getting 
freaked out hearing these 
mournful sounds with no 
one else in the room. 

Dan soon burst through 
the door with duct tape and a 
roll of architectural drawings 
for this hospital wing. After 
securing the hanger wire to 
the ceiling, he spread out the 
basement floor plan on a 
metal table. 

Dan studied the architec-
tural drawing for the base-
ment for a while. When he 
looked up at me and patted 
the far wall, he exclaimed, 
“That’s strange; according to 
the original blueprint, this 
section of the room does not 
align with the exterior wall, 
extending at least a couple of 
feet toward Grant Avenue. 

I suggested we go outside 
the building and look for the 
hanger. “I’ll grab a couple of 
flashlights and meet you just 
outside the first-floor en-
trance, Dan replied.” 

We paced the distance 
from the entrance to the ap-
proximate location of the 
“haunted” room. A row of 
hedges separated the build-
ing from the sidewalk bor-
dering Grant Avenue. We got 
down on our hands and 
knees, peering into the thick 
bushes, searching for the 
coat hanger. 

After a few minutes of 
looking, Dan shouted, “Eu-
reka! “He had found the 
hanger just a few inches 
from the sidewalk, meaning 

our room was right under 
our feet. 

We were discussing our 
next step in the investigation 
when a group of student 
nurses having a lively con-
versation passed by. Dan and 
I looked at each other, think-
ing the same thing: could 
nurses walking from their 
dormitory to the hospital be 
the voices heard by the 
temps? 

Dan asked the women if 
they would stand there and 
continue their conversation 
for a few minutes if it would-
n’t make them late for their 
shift. They eagerly agreed 
but asked why. I told them 
that as soon as we got back, 
we would let them know 
why we made the request. 

As soon as we entered the 
room, we knew without a 
doubt that the voices of pur-
ported ghosts were the direct 
effect of young nurses gab-
bing while enroute to their 
night shift and the way that 
the porous concrete muffled 
and distorted their voices. It 
would also be easy to see 
how the vocalizations sound 
spooky enough to conjure up 
the dead as the culprits. 

Dan and I went topside to 
explain our request to the 
nurses. They all started 
laughing and making jokes 
about working in a haunted 
hospital. As they walked 
away from us, the women 
suddenly turned around and 
in unison sang the theme 
from Ghostbusters. 

“Oh well, who you gonna 
call?” 

Ken Springer 
ken1949bongo@gmail.com

p.m. at the Wellness Center, 
$3. Pre-registration required 
by calling 304-799-7386. 

Jiggle, Wiggle and Gig-
gle, creative movement for 
preschoolers, in two loca-
tions, Wednesdays, through 
February 26 at Linwood 
Center; and Fridays, through 
February 28 at the Wellness 
Center in Marlinton. 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. at both loca-
tions. Call 799-7386 for 
more information. 

Yoga at Linwood Center.  
A six-week series, Wednes-
days, through February 26, 6 
p.m., $7/class or $35/six-
week session. Call 304-799-
7386 to register. 

Beginner Barre Alley, a 
virtual exercise class in a 
supportive group setting, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
8:15 a.m., through February 
27 at the Wellness Center in 
Marlinton, Call 304-799-
7386 for more info. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 
p.m.  

  
CHURCH NOTICES 
Grace and Truth Home 

Fellowship – Sunday, Wor-
ship 11 a.m. Tuesday, Prayer 
7 p.m. Located in Arbovale. 
Call Jim at 304-456-3255 
for directions. 

Marlinton United Meth-
odist Church – Worship at 
11 a.m. Parking lot service 
on 90.3 FM radio or join us 
on Facebook. Office hours, 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Central Union United 
Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 
a.m. Worship 10 a.m.  

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 
11 a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 
11 a.m.; Wednesday night 

Bible Study 7 p.m.  
New Hope Church of the 

Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Church – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. Wed-
nesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and Wor-
ship 10 a.m.; Preaching and 
Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.; Wednes-
day Bible Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m. Book of 
Revelation.
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your next issue. 
Mr. Isaac B. Smith has 

been furnishing butter, eggs, 
milk and sheep to us since 
November 10th, 1899, and 
we hope he will continue to 
accommodate us. We never 
received from him a poi-
soned sheep and we can offer 
no intelligent cause for the 
purpose or falsity of the 
rumor, which perhaps is 
based upon the imagination 
of some friend of Mr. Smith. 

Yours truly,  
J. J. Strand & Co. 

 
DUNMORE  

Then it rained and snowed 
again. 

Several years ago, George 
Hoover was bitten by a rat-
tlesnake. The snake died and 
George is still alive, but his 
leg is in such a shape that he 
cannot walk. 

The time will soon come 
again to vote for War and 

Prosperity. 
E. N. Moore is out for 

sheriff, and he will make a 
good one.  

Joe Buzzard was in town 
Monday. He left his mule at 
home. 

J. W. Warren finished his 
lumber job Thursday. About 
six million feet of lumber is 
lying in Knapps Creek ready 
for the drive. 

Holmes Sharp started to 
preaching Sunday but got 
lost and found himself at 
Joseph Moore’s 

 
DIED 

William H. Callison, of 
Locust Creek, January 31st, 
aged 50 years. He was a true 
man in all the relations of 
life. Kind and affectionate in 
his family, a true friend to his 
neighbors and faithful to his 
church. He married Miss 
Laura Whiting, and five chil-
dren survive him... 

He worked hard for the 
erection of the church on Lo-
cust Creek and gave $400. 
He was a good steward and 

was always alive to the inter-
ests of the church. 

A good man is gone. His 
place will be hard to fill. He 
was needed here, but God’s 
will be done. He rests from 
his labors.  

- - - 
Mr. H. L. Casebolt, of Lo-

belia. His age was 81 years. 
He had lived in this county 
all his life and worked very 
hard and laid up a nice for-
tune for old days and was a 
stockholder in the Pocahon-
tas Bank. A wife, son and 
daughter survive him. He 
had been a member of the 
Baptist church about four 
years. His best work here 
was the building of a new 
church near Lobelia, where 
we trust many souls will be 
gathered ready to enter in at 
the strait gate which leads to 
life eternal. 

 
DO YOU KNOW? 

If a hen and a half lay an 
egg and a half in a day and a 
half, how many eggs will six 
hens lay in seven days?
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6700 – Marlinton. Tract 10. 8.5-acre property 
with level homesites. Awesome open meadow 
views. Just a few minutes from town and close 
to rivers, hike-bike trails, national forest and 
Snowshoe Resort. – $140,250

6757 – Rainelle. 3.78 (C) 1.17 (D) 
level acres bordering Sewell 
Creek. Large cinderblock garage 
with concrete floor and commer-
cial garage doors. – $39,900

6756 – Rainelle. 2-3BR/1BA, 2018 
elevated home with hardwood 
floors and access ramp. Near 
Sewell Creek. – $39,900

MARLINTON OFFICE 
304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  
Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
www.property4u.com 

MORE LISTINGS

NEW LISTINGS

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be 
worth? Find out BEFORE you lease. 

Call us TODAY about  
how you can join. wvminerals.com

6701 – Marlinton. 
Tract 7. The Pines 
Estates. 4-acre prop-
erty with awesome 
open meadow views. 
Just a few minutes 
from town and close 
to rivers, hike-bike 
trails, national for-
est, state parks and 
Snowshoe Resort. – 
$66,000

6702 – Marlinton. 
Tract 11. The Pines 
Estates. 8-acre prop-
erty with beautiful, 
tranquil, long range 
views. Just a few 
minutes from town 
and close to rivers, 
hike-bike trails, na-
tional forest, state 
parks and Snowshoe 
Resort. – $200,000

6703 – Marlinton. 
Tract 12. The Pines 
Estates. 2.46-acre 
property with awe-
some open meadow 
views. Just a few 
minutes from town 
and close to rivers, 
hike-bike trails, na-
tional forest, state 
parks and Snowshoe 
Resort. – $40,600

6704 – Cowen. 1.75 
level acres bordering 
creek and within 
walking distance of 
Williams River and 
national forest. Fan-
tastic fishing, hunt-
ing, kayaking, hik-
ing, biking and 
more. – $16,900

6708 – Marlinton. 
3BR/1BA home on 
0.17 acres. Borders 
Marlin Run.  Home 
needs attention. 
Short walk to town, 
Greenbrier River 
and Trail and Poca-
hontas County Op-
era House. – $62,000

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps

On-site Ag Repair for 
Smooth Operations

540-815-8159

The Pocahontas 
Times 

Advertising Deadline 
is Monday at noon. 
Call 304-799-4973 

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

2025 Chevy 
SILVERADO 1500 RST Z71 

Crew cab 4x4, 5.3 V8, heated seats, 
alloy wheels, remote start, spray in liner. 

MSRP $62,115 
Rebates – $1,500 

Loyalty Cash – $1,000 
Trade Assist – $1,500 

Save Big!

25018

2025 Chevy 
COLORADO Z71 

Crew cab, 4x4, remote start,  
Evotex seating, heated seats,  

power driver seat, alloy wheels. 

MSRP $45,930 
Rebate – $1,000 

Sale Price = $44,930

25074

2018 Chevy 
COLORADO 4X4 

Local trade. 24 mpg. 

$18,495

924071A
2016 Chevy 
IMPALA LTZ 
V6. 84,000 miles.  

$15,995

924100A

2022 GMC 
SIERRA 3500 HD DENALI 

Diesel, 4x4. Local trade. 

$55,595

25041A

2020 Jeep 
WRANGLER UNLIMITED 

23 mpg highway. 43,000 miles. 

$29,995

924083

Find Your

History, 
from page 7

TRIVIA ANSWERS: 
(1). Theodore Roosevelt 
(2). Mary had a little lamb 
(3). “What hath God 
wrought” (4) 30 seconds

came to and began to weep. 
“Why, of why,” said the 

loving husband, “did not you 
ask me for the key?” 

“Oh,” replied the wife, “I 
was so unhappy. I imagined 
so many terrible things. I felt 
that I must see those papers 
that you were going to burn 
without your knowing that I 
shared your knowledge, so 
that I could know what to 
do.” 

“But, honey, look, see.” 
And he opened the drawer 

and showed her that it con-
tained – a dollar’s worth of 
lucifer matches... 

 
DIED 

Frank Raymond Kincaid 
at his home in Huntersville 

Friday night, January 30, 
1925. His age was 46 years. 
On Sunday afternoon, his 
body was buried in the Hunt-
ersville cemetery the service 
being conducted from the 
Methodist church... Mr. Kin-
caid was a good citizen, 
greatly respected by his 
neighbors and acquain-
tances. He is survived by his 
wife, and their son, Doyle. 

- - - 
Mrs. Susan Russell, 

widow of the late Harry C. 
Russell, died at a hospital in 
Cumberland January 28, 
where she had undergone an 
operation for gallstones. Her 
age was 65 years. She was 
always an active and ener-
getic Christian and enthusi-
astic church worker. Her 
membership was in the Mar-
linton Presbyterian church. 

- - - 
Senator John W. Arbuckle, 

the oldest practicing attorney 
at the Greenbrier bar, died at 
his home in Lewisburg last 
week. His age was 76 years. 

- - - 
Squire John A. Geiger 

died very suddenly at his 
home near Stony Bottom 
February 2, 1925. He was 
feeding his stock and fell 
over dead from an attack of 
heart disease. His age was 
about 55 years. Burial at 
Stony Bottom. He is sur-
vived by his wife and a num-
ber of children. He was a 
good citizen. 

- - - 
Mrs. Page Hannah died at 

the Marlinton Hospital Tues-
day, February 3, 1925. Her 
age was 33 years. Burial on 
Elk Wednesday afternoon. 
She is survived by her hus-
band and two children. She 
was a mighty fine woman.

100, from 
page 7

Easy Meatloaf 
1 pound ground beef 
3 eggs, beaten  
2 - 4 1/2 oz. cans diced 

green chilies 

1 cup seasoned bread-
crumbs  

1/3 cup ketchup 
1 Tbsp. chili powder 
1 tsp. dried oregano 
2 Tbsp. Worcestershire 

sauce 
1/2 cup diced onion  
2 garlic cloves, minced  
Heat oven to 350 degrees.  

In medium mixing bowl, 
combine all ingredients and 
mix well.  Place mixture in a 
lightly greased loaf pan.   
Bake 40-50 minutes or until 
internal temperature reaches 
165 degrees.  May top with 
ketchup during last 10 min-
utes of baking.   Serves 5.

Cookin’, 
from page 4

$171,604 dollars the town 
customers will not have to fi-

nance.  
Four more properties 

within the Town of Marlin-
ton were demolished during 
the month of January. The 
Hillside Apartment building 
being one of the four has 

changed the looks of Tenth 
Avenue as you turn off Rt. 
39. There are plans being 
made for more to come in 
the spring or early summer.  

Until next time... 
Sam

Mayor’s, 
from page 4

accustomed to carrying it in 
and out of the Courthouse, 
causing inconvenience to no 
one, for over thirty years. 
WV Code §61-7-2 also ex-
cludes my knife from similar 
restrictions. Sheriff Barlow 
stood on his policy, until I 
asked if he was denying me 
access to my courthouse to 
transact my lawful business. 
At that point, he offered to 
let me enter, if the security 
lady accompanied me.  I said 
that I thought this was a 

waste of her time, but that 
she was welcome to follow 
me around.  She did, I suc-
cessfully paid my dog tax, 
and I left. 

I have been a law-abiding, 
tax-paying citizen of Poca-
hontas County for over thirty 
years. I frequently have law-
ful necessary business to 
conduct in my courthouse, 
including paying taxes, con-
sulting my public records, 
taking oaths of office, and 
participating in public meet-
ings. 

 I believe the so-called se-
curity policy I encountered 
violates my rights as guaran-
teed by the first, second, 

fourth and ninth amend-
ments to our federal Consti-
tution, and also  Article I, 
Section 3; and Article III, 
Sections 6, 10, and 22 of the 
Constitution of West Vir-
ginia. 

I ask our County Commis-
sioners and our new Sheriff 
to explain, by what lawful 
authority, if any, they believe 
the current policy is sup-
ported, and if they intend to 
continue to burden our ac-
cess to our Courthouse and 
our participation in our gov-
ernment with it. 

John Leyzorek 
Marlinton

Letters, 
from page 4
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