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Are you interested in modeling for 
this year’s upcoming summer and 

fall photo shoots? Email        
tourism24954@gmail.com  
or send us a message on  

Facebook!

304-799-4636 naturesmountainplayground.com

CVB PHOTO SHOOT: 
TALENT NEEDED

Welcome to 

July  
16-19304-799-4640 
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The weekend inclu-
ded  music, food, art 
and parades – and it 

was all fun. 
Marlinton became a festi-

val town again last week 
with the return of Pioneer 
Days, a tradition that has 
beenn carried on since 1967. 

Vendors lined the streets 
and old friends and class-
mates reminisced as they en-
joyed the displays and 
entertainment. 

Thursday evening was for 
the children and pets as they 
paraded down Main Street. 
From there, the fun contin-
ued at the Discovery Junc-
tion with bubbles, balloons 
and street fun. 

The evening culminated 
with a performance by Ben 
Hersman and The Sons of 
The Mountain. 

On Friday, the displays 
opened to the public, with 
the Art Council show at 
McClintic Library; food, 
flower, 4-H, photography 
and youth art show at the 
Wellness Center; and the 
quilt show at the Pocahontas 
County Opera House. 

Artists and crafters sold 
their wares in the Opera 
House, while food vendors 

and organizations made sure 
everyone was well fed. 

Friday evening saw 
youngsters and adults alike 
on the street to enjoy the 
siren-filled Fireman’s Pa 

rade, followed by the 
square dance in the 
Southern States parking 
lot with music by Mud 
Hole Control. 

For those who weren’t up 
for dancing in a square – or 
who can’t follow directions - 
there was music at Discovery 
Junction by Back in the Day. 

Fireman’s Parade results: 
Best appearing ambulance – 
Cass Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment; Best appearing com-
mercial pumper – Bartow- 
Frank-Durbin Fire and Res-
cue; best appearing custom 
pumper –  Hillsboro Volun-
teer Fire Department; Best 

Pioneer Days ~ maintaining traditions

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

When Howes Lea-
ther Company, 
Inc., closed its 

operation in Frank in 1994, 
it marked the end of 90 
years of tanning leather in 
that town. 

Just a few days prior to 
closing, employees were 
told if there was anything 
they wanted, they could 
take it. Maintenance man 
Mike Douglas saw that as 
an opportunity, so he took 
home the company whistle. 

Douglas used a torch to 
remove the whistle, and it 
has been in his possession 
ever since. 

A few weeks ago, that 
whistle was brought back 
out  to be used once again 
– this time on one of the 
train engines at Cass Scenic 
Railroad State Park. 

Ray Landis, a volunteer 
with Mountain Rail West 
Virginia, which operates 
the Cass trains, is friends 
with Douglas and asked if 
the whistle could be used 
on one of the trains. 

“I took it down to Cass 
and they put it on the one 
steam engine that was sit-
ting there as a spare and 
tested it, and it worked,” 
Landis said. 

A whistle 
from the past 

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

It was just happen-
stance that Kasper 
Bisgaard came across 

a photograph of the Green 
Bank Telescope in a photog-
raphy book. It was 2018, and 
he was in a bookstore in his 
home country of Denmark. 

“I like to look at photogra-
phy books and all of a sud-
den there was this gigantic 
radio telescope and people 
walking underneath it,” he 
said. “I thought, ‘wow, this 
looks interesting.’” 

As a documentary film-
maker, Bisgaard is naturally 
inquisitive and he began to 
research the telescope, the 
town and the Quiet Zone. 

“I pitched it to my friend – 
an old colleague –  Mikael 
Lypinski, and he immedi-
ately said, ‘we are going to 
make a film about this place; 
about the Quiet Zone.’” 

The filmmakers were both 
intrigued by the lifestyle of 
those who live in the Quiet 
Zone and have limited access 
to WiFi and no cellphone 
towers.  

“We were intrigued by the 
basic framework – a colossal 

radio telescope surrounded 
by mountains and dense for-
est; a complex, almost mys-
terious ‘quiet zone;’ a 
community living without 
cellphones – it all seemed to 
be a very fascinating mix be-
tween cutting-edge, high-
tech technology and a 
down-to-Earth, disconnected 
lifestyle,” Lypinski said. 

Bisgaard, of Denmark, and 
Lypinski, of Sweden, are 
both from areas that are al-
ways connected and so they 
wanted to learn more about 
life without that constant 
technological connection. 

The two have known each 
other for more than 30 years 
and attended film school in 
Poland together. They have 
wanted to work together for 
a long time and “The End of 
Quiet” was the project that 
finally saw them collaborat-
ing. 

They were joined by a film 
crew and came to Green 
Bank in May 2019. They 
stayed for a month. The film 
was initially going to be a 
short piece, but once they got  
here and met some of the lo-
cals, it soon dawned on them 
that this story was meant to 
be feature length. 

That first month wasn’t 
enough, but due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
film crew was unable to re-
turn to Green Bank until 
three years later in 2022, 
which actually made the 
story even better in Bis-
gaard’s mind. 

“We had a feeling that we 
wanted to come back to 
Green Bank and do a bit of 
reshoots, just a couple of 
scenes,” he said. “We were 
anxious to get back. We 
thought we were almost 
done, but when we came 
back and we realized that 
during the three years we had 
not been in Green Bank, the 
lives of some of our partici-
pants had changed.  

“All of a sudden, we could 
see that our film expanded 
and became a bigger film 
that we thought,” he added. 

Although they only spent a 
total of two months in Green 
Bank, in the span of three 
years, Bisgaard said they 
were able to make great con-
nections with locals and en-
joyed getting to know 
everyone they met. 

 

‘The End of Quiet’ highlights 
life in the Quiet Zone

WINNERS IN THE Durbin Days Heritage Festival pageant, from left: Little Miss, 
Willow Davis; Teen Miss, Moriah Thompson; Miss Durbin Days, Johnna Bennett; 
and Junior Miss, Avery Smith. In the Baby pageant, winners were: Baby Miss, De-
lana Sharp; Toddler Miss, Eleanor McClure; and Tiny Miss, Paisley Smith.
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Welcome to Durbin Days Heritage Festival

TALENT WAS ON display during the Pioneer 
Days celebration. Above, colorful quilts of various 
sizes were showcased in the Pocahontas County 
Opera House along with crafters sharing the work 
of their hands. At left, a pencil drawing by Dion-
dra North was named the Best in Show by the Poc-
ahontas County Art Council at its annual art show 
at McClintic Library. S. Stewart photos

THE HOWES TAN-
NERY whistle was a lit-
tle tarnished and needed 
a good cleaning, but it is 
now ready for its trek on 
the Greenbrier Express 
this week for Durbin 
Days.

see Quiet pg 9

see Whistle pg 9see Pioneer pg 9



John didn’t realize it, but 
when he added his son’s 
name to his stock ac-

count, he made Tommy a 
joint owner. John didn’t 
work well with computers 
and needed help with keep-
ing all his records straight 
because of vision problems. 
He added his son for the sake 
of convenience. 

John decided not to make 
his son his financial Power 
of Attorney. He wanted to 
handle his own money mat-
ters.    

His will included a provi-
sion that his stocks would be 
donated to his favorite non-
profit organization.    

After John passed away, 
his stocks did not go to the 
nonprofit, but instead 
Tommy got them. Why did-
n’t John’s will work?        

The names on the stock 
account determined owner-
ship before and after John’s 
death. The will had no legal 

impact in that situation. John 
didn’t understand that. Plus, 
as co-owner, Tommy could 
have sold any of the stocks at 
any time.  

Some types of accounts 
have a way to list a co-owner 
or an after-death beneficiary, 
such as bank accounts, life 
insurance, stocks, savings 
bonds and retirement ac-
counts, which controls no 

matter what the person’s will 
says. That makes the account 
beneficiary form, account 
signature card, or co-owner 
form very important docu-
ments. It’s basically the 
equivalent of a will for those 
specific accounts.    

Another risk of adding a 
child’s name to a parent’s ac-
count is that it becomes sub-
ject to the child’s creditors.    

For example, Mary added 
her daughter Anna’s name to 
her checking account for the 
sake of convenience. Not too 

The Pocahontas County 
Farmland Protection 
Board is accepting ap-

plications for its Conserva-
tion Easement program 
which provides funding to 
farmers to help them perma-
nently conserve their farms 
for future generations. 

The Farmland Protection 
Board is accepting applica-
tions for the FY26 funding 
cycle.   Selections will be 
based on ranking criteria and 
funding availability.   

Applications are reviewed 

on a first come first served 
basis and are available at the 
NRCS office and via e-
mail:  WVbaselines@gmail.
com  

Please mail the completed 
application and supporting 
documents to Farmland Pro-
tection, PO Box 186 Lewis-
burg, WV 24901.  You may 
also return your application 
via email to  WVbase 
lines@gmail.com.   

If you would like an appli-
cation mailed to you or if 
you would like to schedule a 

meeting to review the appli-
cation and learn more about 
the program, please contact 
Evan Blumenstein, Execu-
tive Director at 304-404-
3273.

Testing for Amateur 
Radio licenses includ-
ing upgrades will be 

held Tuesday,  August 12,     
7 p.m. at the Cass Fire-
house.  All test levels will be 
offered (Technician, General 
and Extra) and will be pro-
vided free of charge. Spon-
sored by Laurel Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinators and 
facilitated by 8 Rivers Ama-
teur Radio Club.   

Attendees may take more 
than one exam during this 
testing session. 

You must bring the fol-
lowing to sit for the exam(s): 

1. A photo ID such as a 
driver’s license or passport.  

Children without a photo ID 
may take the exam provided 
they can prove their identity 
to the satisfaction of the Lau-
rel VEC Team Leader. 

2. If currently licensed, an 
official copy of your current, 
signed amateur radio opera-
tor’s license. 

To take an exam, you are 
required to have an FRN 
(FCC Registration Number) 
which is available at the fol-
lowing website:   https:// 
www.fcc.gov/wireless/sup 
port/universal-licensing-sys 

tem-uls-resources/getting-
fcc-registration-number-frn 

Various practice tests are 
available online. 

Contact Rudy Marrujo at 
304-456-3057 with ques-
tions and to reserve your 
space. 

Note: while this testing 
session is provided free of 
charge, once you pass the 
test the FCC will charge a 
fee of $35 to issue your li-
cense.  This license will be 
valid for a period of 10 
years.
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Free Amateur Radio 
License test session

WEDNESDAY: Mushroom 
Swiss burger and French fries 

THURSDAY: Chicken Caesar 
wrap and chips 

FRIDAY: Bird Dog Sandwich 
and chips 

SATURDAY: Pulled pork         
barbecue plate with baked 

beans, pasta salad and cornbread 

 

SUNDAY:                        
Baked spaghetti, garlic bread 

and side salad 

MONDAY: Pizza grilled          
cheese sandwich and chips 

TUESDAY: Turkey melt            
and chips

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

DAILY SPECIALS,             
WEDNESDAY - TUESDAY

Open  
Thursday - Saturday          

9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sunday  

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
7847 Seneca Trail      

Hillsboro 
304-653-2646

Stop in and check 
out our            

NEW MENU! 
Visit us on Facebook. 

Breakfast served         
   Sat. 9 a.m. - Noon 

Sun. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.              
~Dine in or carry out~ 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

304-339-6917themingosaloonandlodge.com

304-799-5471 • Rt. 39, Marlinton • locusthillwv.com

Book a cozy room 
with breakfast         

provided; a private 
cabin; or just join us 

for dinner! Free        
Wi-Fi. Just blocks 

from the Greenbrier 
River and Trail and a 
30-minute drive to 

Snowshoe.

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin  
& RestaurantRESTAURANT  

     OPEN  DAILY,  
       5 - 8 P.M.  

   

Perfectly cooked filet mignon, juicy  
ribeyes, delicious homemade          

crabcakes and other entreés. View 
menu online. Indoor and outdoor 

ing  options Wine and beer bar.  
Order your meal in advance – call by 

1 p.m. the day of your choice. 
By reservation only.

Sorry, no walk-ins, please.

Home-cooked food
from scratch

304-799-2240
DINE IN / CARRY OUT

Open Fri. and Sat. 4 - 7 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Best Cheesecake Around
View menu on Facebook

3756 Jerico Road, Marlinton 
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

Join us for fresh,          
local flavor!  

Dine in or carry out. 
Unmatched views from our 

outdoor seating! 
The Levels Depot 

8905 Seneca Trail,  Hillsboro 
304-653-4111

LOCALLY ROASTED / 

HANDCRAFTED 

BLENDED COFFEE

Hours 
TUES. - SAT. 

Breakfast 8  - 11 a.m. 
Lunch 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Michael T. Benson

WVU Today 
 

Michael T. Benson 
never planned on 
trading beach 

breezes for the hills of Mor-
gantown. But life—and lead-
ership—has a way of pulling 
people toward places where 
they’re most needed. 

Diving into his new role as 
the 27th president of West 
Virginia University, Benson 
stands at the helm of an in-
stitution full of promise. His 
path to the Mountain State 
spanned four university pres-
idencies stretching from 
Utah to Kentucky to South 
Carolina, where he most re-
cently led Coastal Carolina 
University, a 15-mile drive 
from Myrtle Beach. 

The only thing better than 
beach life might be becom-
ing a Mountaineer. 

When Gordon Gee an-
nounced he was retiring 
from WVU, a few trusted 
voices planted a gold-and-
blue bug into Benson’s ear. 

“People were very persist-
ent and said, ‘You really 
need to look at this opportu-
nity,’” Benson recalled. 

He reflected on his career 
trajectory. Despite a storied, 
two decades-plus in higher 
education, WVU had the el-
ements Benson had never 
yet experienced all at once: 
an R1 (very high research 
activity) university with 
powerhouse athletics and a 
renowned academic medical 
center. 

WVU checked those 
boxes. 

The chance to lead a flag-
ship, land-grant institution, 
uniquely West Virginian, felt 
rare and right. 

  
First Steps 

Since arriving in Morgan-
town, Benson has made it a 
priority to immerse himself 
in campus life. 

Before his official start 
date  of July 15, 2025, Ben-
son made a few trips to Mor-
gantown. On those days, 

he’d walk from his hotel to 
campus as early as 5:30 a.m. 
to soak in sights like Wood-
burn Circle and the historical 
downtown buildings. 

It’s a sharp contrast to the 
flat landscapes of South Car-
olina, but one he finds invig-
orating. 

“In South Carolina, I can 
look at one end of campus to 
the other,” Benson said. 
“That’s not the case here.” 

He plans to hit the ground 
running and meet as many 
members of the WVU com-
munity and residents of West 
Virginia as possible. Before 
the fall 2025 semester, Ben-
son will spend a week trav-
eling throughout the Moun- 
tain State. 

“We’re West Virginia’s 
only flagship, land-grant, R1 
institution,” he said. “So, I 
want people to think of this 
as their university. Yes, I’m 
the president, and, in many 

Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter 

 

The wheels of govern-
ment have a reputa-
tion for moving 

slowly, and a perfect exam-
ple is the Pocahontas 
County Appalachian Re-
gional Commission’s 
(ARC’s) Broadband grant 
project. It was approved in 
September of 2021, but is 
just now to a point where a 
contractor is about to be se-
lected for the construction. 
The project will install 
about 49 miles of arial 
broadband fiber bringing 
high-speed internet access 
to an estimated 1,011 
households and several 
dozen businesses in Poca-
hontas County, with Citynet 
being the Internet service 
provider. The project will 
begin at Fourth Avenue in 
Marlinton; run east along 
Route 39 through Hunters-
ville to Minnehaha Springs, 
where it will go north on 
Route 92 to Dunmore.  

Another leg of fiber will 
run north from Route 39 
onto Route 28 near 
Huntersville and terminate 
somewhere near Seneca 
State Park. 

The ARC had originally 

projected a completion date 
of December 2023, how-
ever required studies, red 
tape, negotiations with First 
Energy and Frontier over 
using their poles and other 
bureaucratic requirements 
made that a very unrealistic 
estimate. 

At a special County 
Commission meeting July 
8, Luke Van Blaricom of the 
Thompson and Litton Com-
pany (T&L), which is the 
engineering company for 
the project, opened and pre-
sented two construction 
bids to the commission. 

Those were: 
1. Quanta Telecommuni-

cation Solutions, LLC, in 
the amount of $1,800,000. 

2. New River Electrical 
Company’s bid of 
$2,307,597.76 

Van Blaricom said the 
New River Electrical price 
was more than T&L’s engi-
neering construction esti-
mate, while the Quanta 
estimate came in under 
T&L’s construction esti-
mate. He also said that he 
needed to take the bid docu-
ments back to his office to 
determine if they met all the 
bid requirements.  

The commission is ex-
pected to announce the win-

ning bid at its July 15 meet-
ing.  

At the July 10 Pocahontas 
County Broadband Council 
meeting, Brian Tew, also of 
T&L, said that both bids 
met all the bid require-
ments, but the Quanta bid 
was about $90,000 below 
the T&L construction cost 
estimate, while the New 
River bid was higher. 

Tew said that once the bid 
is awarded by the commis-
sion, they will sign the con-
tract, which will trigger the 
ARC’s mandatory 60-to-90-
day bid hold, and that will 
be followed by the start of 
the construction. Tew said 
T&L will be doing on-site 
progress visits during the 
construction to ensure that 
everything is going well. He 
added that having worked 
with Quanta before, the 
council can expect the proj-
ect to be finished earlier 
than T&L had originally es-
timated. 

 Mike Holstine concurred 
that things will likely hap-
pen quickly once the com-
mission approves the 
construction contract, and 
that the ARC’s bid hold 
might even be shortened. 

‘Work hard. Play hard  
~ and continue to be 
Mountaineers’ ~ Benson 

Conservation Easement  
applications now being accepted

see Hard pg 10

see Senior pg 6

Progress in the 
ARC Pocahontas 
Broadband Project

see Project pg 5

Senior 
Legal Aid

Deb Miller, JD Volunteer 



“What’s a map, Dad?” 
A Cartographer’s  

Nightmare 
 

I’ve never actually heard 
a youngster say that, but 
I’m sure it’s happened 

many times. For most peo-
ple, maps are an anachro-
nism, a thing of the past. 
When we get in our vehicles 
for a trip somewhere we’ve 
never been, no pondering 
over a map is involved. We 
tell our OnStar system or our 
GPS unit where we want to 
go, and an electronic voice 
guides us every step of the 
way. 

Several years ago, I wrote 
an article about spatial 
awareness. Spatial aware-
ness is the ability to under-
stand, reason and remember 
the visual and spatial rela-
tionships among objects or 
spaces. We have at least one 
generation that has never de-
veloped a sense of direction 
beyond their own body. 

One bright, clear morning 
in 2009, I was walking west 
on Broad Street in down-

town Columbus, 
Ohio. A young man 
in a three-piece suit 
was coming down 
the sidewalk from 
the opposite direc-
tion. He was shielding 
his eyes from the 
morning sun with both 
hands.  As we passed, he 
stopped momentarily and 
asked me which direction he 
was headed. I politely in-
formed him he was going 
east, but what I wanted to 
say was, “Well, young man, 
the sun is in your eyes and 
it’s early morning, which di-
rection do you think you’re 
going?” 

All of the accumulated 

knowledge and skills of pre-
vious generations, dating 
back thousands of years, can 
be replaced by technology 
and lost within the present 
generation if this knowledge 
is not maintained. If our nav-
igation capabilities are based 
solely on current technology, 
we risk facing a time when 
we may need it and it won’t 
be available. 

 

I use technology and ap-
preciate it, but not in all situ-
ations. I was a pilot before 
GPS was common in small 
planes. I sometimes used 
VOR, a radio signal system 
for navigation, although I 
preferred dead-reckoning 

using rivers, cities, and other 
landmarks. 

I also appreciate and un-
derstand how technology re-
lies on many external factors 
beyond our human brain, 
and sometimes it fails. Solar 
flares can disrupt GPS and 
the Internet. The Carrington 
Event of 1859 demonstrated 
the vulnerability of the tele-
graph to solar flares and sub-

sequent coronal mass 
ejections. Tele-
graph operators 
were shocked, 
and powerful 
electric surges 
started fires. 

There is a hu-
morous scene in 
an episode of 
“The Office” in 

which Michael and 
Dwight use GPS to 
locate a client. 
Michael is behind 
the wheel, and when 

the GPS voice tells 
him to turn right, a 

short argument ensues 
in which Michael insists 

that he should turn right 
immediately, rather than 

drive a few more yards to an 
obvious highway. Unfortu-
nately, for Michael and 
Dwight, the immediate right 
turn takes them down a boat 
launch ramp and right into a 
lake, submerging the car. 

Death by GPS is not un-
heard of: A couple died of 
hypothermia when their GPS 
misrouted them in a remote 

304-636-7732 
Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins  

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.  
elkinsmotorsports.net 

LPN
WE’RE H

LPNSN
HIRING

NS

800-903-36116 Ext. 252

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

see Your pg 11
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THE IMAGO MUNDI, 
a clay tablet, is the old-
est known map. It 
depicts the Mesopo- 
tamian world cir-
ca  600 BC. Imag-
ine toting a 45- 
pound map around 
and think how hard 
it would be to get it 
in the glovebox of 
your chariot. 

It wasn’t that long ago 
that you’d need to visit 
a university research 

lab, a philosophy class-
room or a science fiction 
convention to talk about AI 
(artificial intelligence). 

Now it’s pretty much 
everywhere. 

ChatGPT has replaced 
search for younger Ameri-
cans. Claude has done the 
same for tech insiders. 
Google’s Gemini offers to 
write your emails for you. 
You can send direct mes-
sages to Llama through 
Facebook or Instagram. 
Apple’s AI automatically 
edits your photos.  

Some of those imple-
mentations are annoying. (I 
write this column in 
Google Docs, and I am for-
ever telling Gemini to go 
away.) 

But some are pretty 
amazing. I use a tool called 
Elicit to search academic 
journals. I enter my re-
search question in natural 
language. Elicit translates 
that sentence into a search 
query, returns a set of rele-
vant results and then gener-
ates a bespoke summary 
explaining how each result 
relates to my question. It 
saves hours of work every 
time I conduct a literature 
review. 

That said, Elicit doesn’t 
eliminate the work entirely. 
I still have to read all the ar-
ticles myself. That’s be-
cause the AI behind Elicit 
(a combination of GPT and 
Claude) sometimes halluci-
nates. (Hallucination is 
tech-speak euphemism for 
makes things up. 

Hallucinations happen 
because AIs like GPT and 
Gemini and Claude don’t 
actually think. 

If you’ve been around 
for a while, you probably 
remember when chatbots 
first started popping up as 
customer service represen-
tatives. Even before the 
web really took off, we had 

to navigate annoying phone 
trees to reach an actual cus-
tomer service representa-
tive. 

Those telephone agents – 
like their early web chatbot 
cousins – relied on a set of 
rules to guide users to an 
automated answer. It’s the 
equivalent of writing a 
whole bunch of statements 
that take the form, “If input 
is x, then output y.”  

You can probably see 
why this approach was 
mostly annoying. There’s 
no way to program re-
sponses for every possible 
input because the number 
of possible inputs is effec-
tively infinite. That left us 
trying to guess at just the 
right phrasing to get a use-
ful response. 

The current crop of AI 
works differently. They are 
built using something 
called large language mod-
els (or LLM).  

AI built with an LLM 
doesn’t rely on if, then 
statements to crank out 
canned responses. LLMs 
are trained on a huge set of 
existing texts, which allows 
them to uncover patterns in 
language use. When you 
ask a question of an LLM, 
it generates a unique re-
sponse by predicting the 
most likely first word that 
follows your question, then 
the most likely word that 
follows that word, and so 
forth.  

You know how your 
phone will autosuggest 
words after you type the 
first few letters? 

LLMs are that, but big-
ger. 

I mean a lot bigger. The 
current crop of LLMs have 
absorbed the entire public-
facing internet. That scale 
is important, because the 
more examples an LLM 
has, the more accurately it 
can predict the right re-
sponses. 

1. Which organ was typi-
cally left in the body of 
mummies? 

2. What world leader was 
assassinated in Cairo on Oc-
tober 6, 1981? 

3. What New York City 
landmark is nicknamed “The 
Crossroads of the World”? 

4. What does “Veni, vidi, 
vici” translate into?

Cutie invited… 
Varsity hop… 
Guy full… 
Of whiskers… 
Party a flop. 
Burma-Shave 

A peach… 
Looks good… 
With lots of fuzz… 
But man’s no peach… 
And never wuz. 
Burma-Shave 

For Your 
ConsiderationKen Springer

TRIVIA – a little 

something to think about
Courtesy of Chuck Cornell

  
 

     oCourtesy off the Ruth

  
 

     

A Blastfromthe Past
h Friel Estate

Reason and Romanticism
by Joe Miller

see Reason pg 11



OPERA HOUSE 
The Children’s Theatre 

Camp will present “Black- 
beard the Pirate” Friday, 
July 25, at 5 p.m. and Satur-
day, July 26, at 2 p.m.  

 
PUBLIC NOTICE   

Pocahontas Producers 
will not have a livestock 
sale in July or August. 
Sales will resume in Septem-
ber. Customers will receive 
postcards with the upcoming 
Fall Sale Schedule. 

Contact the WVU Exten-
sion Office at 304-799-4852 
for more information. 

Testing for Amateur 
Radio licenses including 
upgrades will be held Tues-
day, August 12, at 7 p.m. at 
the Cass Firehouse.  All test 
levels will be offered free of 
charge. Sponsored by Laurel 
Volunteer Examiner Coordi-
nators and facilitated by 8 
Rivers Amateur Radio Club.  

Pocahontas County 
Green Box sites summer 
hours: Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 to 6 p.m.   

 
EVENTS 

“Preserving the Civil 
War History of Droop” 
Saturday, July 19, 1 p.m. at 
Hillsboro Library. Presented 
by Mike Smith, Retired    
Superintendent of Droop 
Mountain  Battlefield State 
Park. 

Creatures of the Night 

Forest: Flying Squirrels. 
Yew Mountain Center, Fri-
day, July 18, 5 p.m. Satur-
day, July 19, 10 a.m. – 
Mushroom Foray. Sunday, 
July 20, 9 a.m.  Guided 
Mushroom Walk “Micro 
Myco Meander.”  For more 
info call 304-653-4079 or 
visit www.YewMountain.org 

Treasure on the Moun-
tain, Saturday, August 2, 
ono Snowshoe Mountain. 
One of the best events of the 
summer. Enter for a chance 
to win over $300,000 in 
prizes including cars, vaca-
tions, campers, cash and 
more all while raising 
money for the Snowshoe 
Foundation. Your ticket gets 
you into the venue, loads of 
food, and entry into a ton of 
raffles.  

 
REUNIONS 

48th Rogers-Kellison 
Reunion at the Watoga 
Recreation Center, Saturday, 
July 19, meet at 1 p.m.; eat 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, July 20, 
gather at 1 p.m.; eat at 2 p.m. 
Covered dish/dessert both 
days. Bring an auction item 
for Saturday. 

Schoolcraft/Auldridge 
Saturday, July 26, at Watoga 
State Park picnic shelter, 
noon to 4 p.m. Contact  jan 
icegurley41@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Charles J. and Ora 
Thompson Sharp Family – 
2658 Brownsburg Road, 

Sharp Pavilion. Friday – 
Sunday, July 25 – 27. Fam-
ily and friends welcome. 

Wilfong Family – Satur-
day, August 2, 11 a.m. at 
Stillwell Park. Bring a cov-
ered dish and your own 
drinks. 

PCHS Class of 1975, Sat-
urday, September 27, 6 p.m. 
at Allegheny Lodge. For 
more information or to 
RSVP, call or text 304-646-
6686. 

 
MEETINGS 

Pocahontas County So-
lid Waste Authority special 
meeting Wednesday, July 16, 
7 p.m. at the courthouse.   
The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss the future of the 
county solid waste program. 

WV Prayer Alliance 
Thursday, July 17, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Community Wellness 
Center in Marlinton. We 
meet to pray for revival, the 
community and the country.  

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, first 
Monday of each month 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClintic 
Library. Note time change. 
Everyone welcome. 

 
LIBRARY EVENTS  

“Color Our World” 
four-week summer reading 
program at Pocahontas 
County Libraries. Events 
on Mondays at McClintic, 

Calico Cabbage 
1 1/2 pt. thinly shredded 

green cabbage 
2 med. size carrots, thinly 

sliced slant wise 
2/3 cup thinly sliced cel-

ery 
1 onion, about 1 inch in di-

ameter, sliced – more if you 
wish 

1 Tbsp. sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1 1/2 to 2 Tbsp. butter 
Oven glass or glass ce-

ramic dish with cover 
325 degrees 
Yield: 3 servings 
Combine all prepared veg-

etables in baking dish; stir to 
mix. Sprinkle with the sugar, 
salt and pepper; dot with but-
ter. Just to be safe add about 
a tablespoon of water to start 
steam early in the cooking. 
Cover closely and bake 
about 30 minutes or until 
vegetables are just barely 
tender. Stir once during bak-
ing. If desired, sprinkle with 
paprika for a dash of addi-
tional color. 

 
Blueberry Coffee Cake 

Streusel 
1/3 cup sugar  
1/2 cup flour 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/8 tsp. salt 
4 Tbsp. room temperature 

butter 
Mix sugar, flour, cinna-

mon and salt in a small bowl. 
Cut or rub in the butter with 
the side of a fork or your fin-
gertips until it is crumbly. 
Set aside. 

Cake 
2 cups flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. salt 

3/4 cup sugar 
4 Tbsp.  softened butter 
1 large egg, room temper-

ature 
1 tsp.  vanilla 
1/2 cup milk, room tem-

perature 
2 cups fresh or frozen 

blueberries 
Preheat oven to 375°F. 

Lightly grease an 8” square, 
9” square, or 9” round cake 
pan. 

In a mixing bowl, beat to-
gether the sugar, butter, egg 
and vanilla. 

Blend flour, baking pow-
der and salt together in a 
medium-sized bowl. 

Alternately add the milk 
and the flour mixture to the 
sugar/butter mixture, ending 

with flour.  
Add blueberries. Stir only 

enough to blend. 
Pour into prepared pan. 

Sprinkle with the streusel 
topping. 

Bake 40 to 45 minutes, or 
until a knife inserted into the 
center comes out clean. 

Remove from the oven 
and set it on a rack to cool 
for 10 minutes.
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      Preserving  
The Civil War  
History of Droop

The park is our legacy, a lasting tribute to                

soldiers who fought and died on that rugged         

mountain landscape. 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 19 • 1 P.M.  

AT HILLSBORO LIBRARY 
PRESENTED BY 

MIKE SMITH, RETIRED SUPERINTENDENT, 
DROOP MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD STATE PARK 

Light refreshments served • No charge 

Ph
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o 
by
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n 

J. 
Sh

alu
ta

PCHS Class of 2000 
25-Year Class Reunion 
Saturday, August 9 • 6 ‐ 9 p.m. 

Rivertown • 309 Eighth Street, Marlinton 
Taco bar and drinks with DJ Charlan 

Please RSVP by July 26 
gingeruthenry@yahoo.com 

843‐696‐2033 
Adults $25 | Kids $10  

Kids 10 and younger FREE! 

Check our FB event for updates and to RSVP 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
New Hope Brethren Church, Dunmore 

“Coming Home” 
Sunday, July 20 - Wednesday, July 23 

7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Picnic on Sunday, July 20 • 6 pm. 

Classes for all ages • Everyone Welcome

see Calendar pg 11
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The  Roger L. Trusler 
Memorial Park  is 
progressing. The pa-

vilion was about to be up in 
time for Pioneer Days, but 
the rain forecast held off the 
construction and (as of this 
writing), it remains uncer-
tain for this week. The good 
news is that it will be usable 
by the end of this month, 
Lord willing. 

A Psalm tells us, “Be-
hold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.” 
This has been a project of 
unity. When the plans for 
donations toward this proj-
ect was announced, Roger’s 
family made a very signifi-
cant donation. During the 
last several weeks, several 
local volunteers stepped 
forward and offered their 
construction expertise to-
ward planning a materials 
list. With those materials in 
hand, dates and times were 
secured to begin the project. 

In mid-June, the Town 
crew took up the old pad 

and excavated for the new 
pad site. The new pavilion 
will sit on a 16’ x 32’ pad, 
with a four-foot extension 
fronting First Avenue, to ac-
commodate a dormer on 
that side of the structure. 
With the site work com-
plete, I met  New River 
Electrical employees Travis 
Workman, Morgan Baldwin 
and Angelo Jiordano in the 
afternoon of June 15 to lay 
out a plan. On Saturday, 
June 21, a crew of about 
four showed up to lay out 
and form up the new pad. 

God bless  New River 
Electrical employees Travis 
Workman, Morgan Bald-
win, Angelo Jiordano, Craig 
Hamons, Preston Beverage, 
Dakota Sheets, Jake Ben-
nett and other volunteers 
Caleb and Koda Diller, 
Jamie Kellison and John 
Beale. NRE is from Clover-
dale, Virginia, but has a 
number of employees who 
live in the county, and more 
than one here in town. I be-
lieve two or three of the 

men work for other compa-
nies. Each are skilled in 
their professions and the 
volunteering of their time 
and talents will make the 
focal point of the park pos-
sible.  

During this process, 
Olivia Dean had submitted 
a grant application from the 
Town to the  Snowshoe 
Foundation, and the project 
was awarded. One board 
member told me this award 
was an easy decision. 
Everyone knew and loved 
Roger. They were aware of 
his contributions to the 
county. The park will be 
used and seen by many peo-
ple  and, besides that, Mar-
linton has Juice, (meaning 
energy).  

Even though the Roger L. 
Trusler Memorial Park plan 
is progressing, we welcome 
donations toward that proj-
ect. Other monies are pend-
ing, but funding beyond the 
primary project will enable 
further plans and additions 
to the park. 

Grants and donations are 
great. But time is the most 
precious gift of all. Thanks 
again to the volunteers for 
their time. You have made 
the difference. 

Sam

What’s 
Cookin’?

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

July is  
National 
Make a  

Difference  
to Children 

Month



Cranberry Glades is a  
favorite stop for vis-
itors to the Cran-

berry Mountain Nature 
Center area. In 2024, it cel-
ebrated 50 years as a desig-
nated National Natural 
Landmark. 

Cranberry Mountain Na-
ture Center is marking that 
milestone by offering sev-
eral guided tours of Cran-
berry Glades on Friday, 
July 25. 

Meet at Cranberry Moun- 
tain Nature Center for tours 
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

On the same day, we will 
celebrate Smokey Bear’s 
81st birthday with birthday 
cake and some Smokey 
swag. The party will be 
held at noon and visitors 
can meet Smokey and get 
their photo taken with him. 

For more information, 
contact Cranberry Moun-
tain Nature Center at 304-
653-4826. The center is 
located at the intersection 
of Rt. 39/55 and 150. 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Thursday – Monday 
and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday 

The Pocahontas County 
Opera House is ex-
cited to announce two 

special performances of 
Blackbeard the Pirate, 
brought to life by the Mis-
soula Children’s Theater’s 
Touring Program. As the na-
tion’s largest touring chil-
dren’s theater, Missoula 
Children’s Theater has been 
delighting audiences for 
more than 40 years and will 
visit nearly 1,200 communi-
ties this year. 

The play, Blackbeard the 
Pirate, will be performed on 
the Pocahontas County 
Opera House stage Friday, 
July 25, at 5 p.m. and Satur-
day, July 26, at 2 p.m. These 
performances will be the cul-
mination of a week-long 
summer theater camp, where 

local children work together 
in a fun, safe and supportive 
atmosphere to bring you an 
unforgettable theatrical ex-
perience. 

A suggested donation of 
$10 per person is encouraged 
for admission at the door, 
with all proceeds going to-
ward supporting future arts 

programs at the opera house. 
The community’s support 

has been instrumental in 
making this event possible. 
Financial and logistical con-
tributions from the West Vir-
ginia Neighborhood Invest- 
ment Program, Pocahontas 
County Parks and Recre-
ations, Pocahontas Schools, 

and various civic organiza-
tions have helped bring this 
project to life. Scholarships 
for children in need were 
provided in memory of late 
board member Shenda 
Smith, whose passion for en-
suring all children experi-
ence the arts continues to 
inspire this initiative. 

Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to witness the talent and 
creativity of our young local 
performers. For more infor-
mation, please visit the Poc-
ahontas County Opera 
House website or contact us 
directly.  

We look forward to seeing 
you at the theater! 

Grab your seat and join us 
for an enchanting journey on 
the high seas with Black-
beard the Pirate. 

‘Blackbeard the Pirate’ on 
stage at the Opera House

ONE ROOM UNIVERSITY 
Bringing Higher Education to Pocahontas County for since 2011 

FACE - TO - FACE AND WEB ENHANCED COURSES FOR FALL 2025

COURSE         SUBJECT                                       DAY                 TIME

Acct 201           Principles of Accounting I               T              4 - 5:15 p.m. 
Acct 202           Principles of Accounting II            TH            4 - 5:15 p.m. 
Acct 215           Managerial Acct                           WEB                 WEB 
Biol 105            Intro to Anat./Physiology            T, TH         5:30-6:45 p.m. 
Biol 231            Human Anat./Physiology I           WEB                WEB 
Biol 232            Human Anat./Physiology II          WEB                 WEB 
Comm 208       Fund of Public Speaking            M, W           2 - 3:15 p.m. 
Comm 208       Fund of Public Speaking           WEB                 WEB 
Comm 212       Interpersonal Comm               WEB                WEB 
Crmj 151         Intro to Crim Justice               M           5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
Crmj 212         Legal Research & Methodolgy     WEB                 WEB 
Econ 211          Principles of Economics I               WEB                 WEB 
Econ 212          Principles of Economics II            WEB                WEB 
Engl 101           Composition I                   M, W       12:30 - 1:45 p.m. 
Engl 102           Research                        W             7 - 8:15 p.m. 
Engl 102           Research                    WEB                 WEB 
Hist 101            World Civilization                WEB                 WEB 
Hist 105            American History                    M          9:30 - 10:45 a.m. 
Mast 105          Medical Terminology                 T           5:30 - 7:45 p.m. 
Math 101          Quantitative Reasoning            T, TH     11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
Math 101E        QR Enhanced                M, W        9:30 - 11:45 a.m. 

Math 109          Algebra                     M,W        12:30 - 1:45 p.m. 
Math 109E        College Algebra Enhanced         M, W       12:30 - 2:45 p.m. 
Mgmt 210         Principles of Management              TH          5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
Posc 200          American Gov & Economy         WEB                 WEB 
Psyc 103          General Psychology           T,TH      11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Psyc 103          General Psychology                        WEB                 WEB 
Soci 210           Principles of Sociology           WEB                 WEB 
Socs 161          Intro to Social Work                         WEB                 WEB

Pocahontas County   
Commission

o Method of delivery for these classes listed will be ZOOM 
(from personal location) and the ORU. 
o Additional web, traditional (in - seat)                                                  
and web - enhanced courses are available at 
http://www.newriver.edu/schedules. 
o Courses listed here are subject to change                               
depending on student needs.

New River CTC is accredited by the Higher Learning      
Commission (www.hicommission.org), a regional   
accreditation agency recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education. New River CTC is an equal opportunity       
institution.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlinton, WV  24954 

304 - 799 - 4950 

Have questions?  

Come see us! 

Alicia Tallman 
atallman@newriver.edu 

newriver.edu 

facebook.com/1roomu

Last day to register for classes and pay tuition is                         
August 22, 2025.  

FIRST DAY OF CLASS IS AUGUST 18, 2025

Southern States 
Marlinton Co-op 

719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523
WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

WE ARE        
YOUR HEATING  
HEADQUARTERS

BEST BUY IN JULY! 
Hamer 

Hardwood 
Pellets 
By the ton      

pallet.  
Call for details.

Hamer hardwood  
pellets are made locally in Elkins!  

Single bags also available.

GLADES  
BUILDING SUPPLY 

Marlinton • 304-799-4912

In Stock with Media 
$1,64999 

MODEL # OXY315 
Iron Reduction System

• Reduces Staining • Eliminates odors 
• Brighter laundry • Protects plumbing 

• Corrects acid water conditions 
• No chemicals  

• No in-line venturi to plug or adjust 
• No air compressor  

• No air release valve required 
• Rugged mechanical piston valve 

• Full flow bypass valve

plus 
tax

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

The Pocahontas Times––July 17, 2025––Page 5

Louanne Fatora  
 

The Greenbrier River 
Watershed Associa-
tion will sponsor a 

guided nature walk Satur-
day, July 19, beginning at 9 
a.m. at Caldwell on the 
Greenbrier River Trail.  

Park at the second larger 
parking area at the Trail, and 
we will walk north to the big 
rocks. Come a little early for 
coffee and muffins. 

This is a great event for 
adults and kids alike.  

Bring binoculars, water 
shoes and a towel.  

The walk will be led by 
Adrianne Thackery, an Ap-
palachian Forest National 
Heritage Area AmeriCorps 

member serving with Mon-
ongahela National Forest’s 
Watershed team in Marlin-
ton. Since completing her 
bachelor’s in environmental 
studies, Adrianne has also 
served with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 
Georgia and a county soil 
and water conservation dis-
trict in New York. As a natu-
ralist, Adrianne is always 
looking for opportunities to 
learn more about nature and 
participate in citizen science.  

Check our Facebook page 
for inclement weather can-
cellation or delay, facebook. 
com/greenbrier.watershed or 
call 970-389-5451.  

No need to sign up - 
please come.

Cranberry 
Celebration

GRWA nature walk

Thursday, July 17 
5-10 p.m. –  Carnival 

R&D Amusements. 
5-10 p.m. – Food and 

other vendors. 
5-10 p.m. – Mechanical 

Bull on Carnival Grounds. 
6-10 p.m. – Bingo in pic-

nic pavilion. 
6-10 p.m. –  Entertain-

ment by The Crooked 
Roots on Main Stage. 

6-10 p.m. – Black-
smithing demonstration on 
Carnival Grounds. 

6-10 p.m. – Dunking 
Booth. 

6 p.m. –  Line-up for 
Children’s and Pet Parade 
at Town Hall. 

7 p.m. – Children’s and 
Pet Parade sponsored by 
Boyer Station Camp-
ground. 

 
Friday, July 18 

5-11 p.m. –  Carnival 
R&D Amusements. 

5-11 p.m. – Food and 
other vendors. 

5-11 p.m. – Mechanical 
Bull on Carnival Grounds. 

6-7 p.m. – Art, Photogra-
phy, Quilting and Silly Po-
tato Contest displays open. 

6-10 p.m. – Bingo in pic-
nic pavilion. 

6-10 p.m. – Dunking 
Booth. 

6-10 p.m. – Black-
smithing demonstration on 
Carnival Grounds. 

6:30 p.m. – Line-up for 
Fireman’s Parade at Wid-
ney Park. 

7 p.m. –  Fireman’s Pa-
rade. 

7:30-8:30 p.m. – Enter-
tainment by Evie Shaffer 
on Main Stage. 

9-11 p.m. – Entertain-

ment by Tupelo Drive. 
 

Saturday, July 19 
8:30 a.m. – 5k Run/Walk 

– registration 8 a.m. at Bar-
tow Intersection of 28/250. 
$25 entry fee. 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Craft 
Vendors at Old Kinder’s 
Market. 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Art, 
Photography, Quilting and 
Silly Potato Contest open. 

1-11 p.m. – Carnival 
R&D Amusements. 

1-11 p.m. – Food and 
other vendors. 

1 p.m. – Line-up for 
Grand Feature Parade near 
Durbin Firehouse. 

1:30 p.m. – Parade Judg-
ing. 

2 p.m. – Antique Car 
Cruise-Thru with line-up at 
Durbin Library. 

2 p.m. – Grand Feature 
Parade sponsored by Ben-
nett’s Logging. 

3:30 p.m. – Tug-of-War. 
4-11 p.m. – Mechanical 

Bull on Carnival Grounds. 
4:30 p.m. – Greased Pig 

Finals, with Turtle Man and 
Swamp Man. 

6-10 p.m. –  Dunking 
Booth. 

6-10 p.m. – Bingo in pic-
nic pavilion. 

6-10 p.m. –  Black-
smithing Demonstration on 
Carnival Grounds. 

6-7 p.m. – Little Switzer-
land Cloggers on Main 
Stage. 

7-9 p.m. – Mechanical 
Bull Contest. $10 entry fee. 
Children’s and Adult Divi-
sion. Cash prizes. 

9-11 p.m. –  Entertain-
ment by Non-Friction. 

10 p.m. – Fireworks.

Durbin Days 
Heritage Festival 

Ruthanna Beezley said 
that the commission had set 
aside American Rescue Plan 
funding for overages but 
those funds must be ex-
pended by December 2026. 
Tew suggested that the com-
mission hold on to that 
money as long as possible 
because typically there are 
last minute overrun expenses 
added on to these projects 
because some utility poles 

may require extra work on 
them to make them ready to 
receive the fiber installation. 

Regarding the BEAD 
Project, Citynet is refining 
its application, with the ap-
plications opening now and 
closing on July 20. Holstine 
said there will be a public 
comment period in August. 

Melissa O’Brien of City-
net said that they are starting 
to build their backbone fiber 
line down US Route 219 and 
expect to have it completed 
by June 2026.

Project, 
from page 2



long after, Anna was at fault 
in a catastrophic car acci-
dent. Anna’s assets, includ-
ing Mary’s checking 
account, can be used to pay 
the damages from the acci-
dent if the insurance cover-
age isn’t enough.   

That wasn’t Mary’s inten-
tion. She needs that money 
for her own living expenses, 
but the car accident could 
change all that.    

If Anna got a divorce or 
had to declare bankruptcy, 
that would likely mean that 
Mary’s checking account 
could be part of the asset di-
vision. That wasn’t Mary’s 
intention either.  

How can Mary avoid 
these complications?       

Rather than adding a co-
owner to an account, switch-

ing to an auto-pay plan for 
utility, credit card, insurance 
and other bills can work 
well. Once it’s set up, the 
customer receives informa-
tion about the billing amount 
to be deducted from the ac-
count before the payment 
date. 

Another simple option is 
to have Anna added to 
Mary’s checking account but 
only as an authorized signer.  
With that kind of account 
Anna could sign checks or 
endorse them for deposit 
without becoming a co-
owner. Also, Anna would not 
be liable for any overdrafts 
since she would not be an 
owner.    

If circumstances change, 
Mary can revoke Anna’s au-
thorized signer status.       

Another option is to have 
a separate account that Anna 
could use for ongoing ex-
penses. Mary could arrange 

for monthly transfers into 
that second account for the 
amount needed. Anna would 
not have access to Mary’s 
main account.     

Changing the ownership 
of an account can also mean 
one child may receive more 
from the estate than others 
will.     

As we need more help 
with our daily tasks, being 
aware of these types of fi-
nancial remedies can avoid 
unexpected problems.  

For free legal assistance 
with a non-criminal matter, 
West Virginia residents age 
60 or older may contact West 
Virginia Senior Legal Aid at 
800-229-5068 or  info@sen 
iorlegalaid.org 

by R.A. Mathews 
       

He’s a prominent man. 
I found myself at an 
event with him and 

was surprised when he 
smiled and spoke. I scarcely 
know him and hadn’t seen 
him in years.  

“I didn’t think you would 
remember me,” I said.  

“I read your newspaper ar-
ticles. My grandfather was a 
minister, but I don’t know 
very much about the Bible.” 

He’s a man in a demand-
ing field, but he wants to un-
derstand his faith. He wants 
Jesus. 

It’s a great thing!  
Jesus said to His disciples, 

“For whoever has, to him 
more shall be given, and he 
will have an abundance.” 
(Matthew 13:12, NASB) 

But, in that same breath, 
Jesus also told His disciples 
about the crowds around 
Him. “I speak to them in 
parables; because while see-
ing they do not see, and 
while hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they under-
stand.” (Matthew 13:13, 
NASB) 

Parables were stories, like 
the one about a man who 
planted seed on rocky 
ground and another man 
who built his house on sand. 
Stories you could remember 
and ponder. Ones that would 
stay with you. 

After telling the disciples 
that the crowds weren’t lis-
tening to Him, Jesus then 
immediately quoted the 
prophet Isaiah to His disci-
ples: 

“‘You shall keep on listen-
ing, but shall not understand; 

And  you shall keep on 
looking,  but shall not per-
ceive; 

For the heart of this people 
has become dull, 

With their ears they 
scarcely hear, 

And they have closed their 
eyes, 

Otherwise they might see 
with their eyes, 

Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their 

heart, and return, 
And I would heal them.’” 

(Matthew 13:14-15, NASB) 
I always found this pas-

sage difficult to understand. 
Why had the crowds come 
and gathered around Jesus if 
not to see Him, if not to hear 
Him? Clearly, Jesus wasn’t 
being mean to them, but 
what was He saying? “Oth-
erwise, they might see and I 
would heal them.” 

The answer stood right in 
front of me. 

I grew up with Jerry, who 
doesn’t attend church, does-
n’t own a Bible, isn’t inter-
ested when I share Jesus, 
doesn’t care to know any-
thing about the Lord.  

But Jerry (not his real 
name) prays every day. 

Every, single day. 
How does that make 

sense? 
Moreover, Jerry is for 

every ungodly thing that has 
taken root in this nation. 
He’s a heathen from top to 
bottom. But Jerry prays. 

He prays faithfully. 
Every day. 
He is who Isaiah meant: 

“For the heart of this people 
has become dull, with their 
ears they scarcely hear, and 
they have closed their eyes.” 

Jerry prays for one reason. 
He lives in the Bible Belt, 
surrounded by those of great 
faith. They tell Jerry what 
God has done for them. 
More importantly, Jerry has 
seen this—friends, relatives, 
and those he hardly knows 
receiving huge gifts from 
God. It definitely happens, 
and Jerry’s certain it can 
happen for him, too. 

So, Jerry prays.  
To him, the Lord is noth-

ing more than a lottery or an 
all-year-round Santa Claus. 
That’s why Jerry prays. 
There’s something in it for 

him. 
Jesus told His disciples 

that day that those around 
Him had not come to listen, 
not to learn. The crowds had 
come to Jesus, as Jerry does, 
for themselves. They wanted 
the miracles. They wanted to 
be healed.  

They didn’t want Jesus. 
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Obituary Policy: 
 

Obituaries are published free of 
charge up to three column inches with a 
$5 per column inch charge thereafter.

by Dawn Reed 
 

When the Bible 
says the word of 
God  is alive and 

active (Hebrews 4:12), it’s 
not just a churchy saying. 
It’s legit. To me, that means 
though it was written thou-
sands of years ago, God’s 
Word is relevant, applying 
to right here and now. 

It is good for daily appli-
cation, no matter our age. It 
comforts, directs, convicts, 
encourages. Ephesians 6:17 
calls it our weapon: the 
sword of the Spirit. Read it, 
memorize it, carry it, share 
it. 

For the past few weeks, I 
have been obsessed with 
Psalm 23:4. Smack in the 
middle of the most famous 
Psalm, it speaks and speaks 
loudly.  

While some people not 
familiar with the Bible think 
Psalm 23 is only a poem 
most often found on funeral 
announcements, those who 
know it understand it to be a 
comforting, loving personal 
reflection written by a for-
mer shepherd who deeply 
loved God. 

Psalm 23:4 (NIRV) be-
gins, “Even though I walk 
through the darkest val-
ley...”  Some translations 
say, “valley of the shadow 
of death,” “valley as dark as 
death,” “dark valley of 
death,” and “valley of deep 
darkness.” We get it.  

This verse has often re-
minded me  lately that God 
is a THROUGH God. He’s 
not a leaving God, but a 
walking you through God. 
He takes us THROUGH the 
valley, THROUGH the hard 
time.  

Think of stories in the 
Bible where God took peo-
ple THROUGH hard 
things. Joseph was sold by 
his brothers, went to a 
pagan land, falsely accused 
by his new boss’ wife, and 
put in prison for years. But 
God was with him. And 
brought him THROUGH it. 

Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego went THROUGH 
the fiery furnace. 

Daniel was in the lion’s 
den. God brought him 
THROUGH that scary time. 

Noah saw the whole earth 
destroyed. God brought him 
THROUGH it. 

David faced an undefeat-
able giant. God brought him 
THROUGH it. 

Now think of times God 
got you THROUGH some 
things. Oh, there have been 
some things - times that if it 
had not been for God, you 
wouldn’t be here. Let’s not 
get so busy these days 
doing life that we forget 
what He has already 
brought us THROUGH. 

Life can often be hard. 
Just plain hard. Headlines 
rush to tell us heartache 
after heartache, near and 
fear. We see flooding, death, 
wildfires and violence. How 
do we deal? How do we 
sleep? How do we endure?  

The writer of Psalm 23 

knew the secret: “Even 
though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will not be 
afraid because You [God] 
are with me…” There is 
only one way we can face 
any day without fear. There 
is only one way we can get 
out of bed in the morning 
with purpose and hope.  It’s 
with Him. 

We can’t do life on our 
own. Well, actually, we can, 
but it’s not a good idea.  

Valleys come in all 
shapes and sizes: storms, 
marital problems, financial 
trouble, sickness, loss of a 
loved one, difficulty at 
work, neighbor issues, lone-
liness, disappointment, dis-
couragement.  

Whatever valley you are 
in, God wants to walk you 
THROUGH it.  

Hard times come in our 
lives. They can sometimes 
feel like they will last for-
ever. But.  But God will 
walk us THROUGH one at 
a time, one day at a time.

Sterl Shinaberry 
Sterl F. Shinaberry, 87 of 

Vero Beach, Florida, for-
merly of Charleston, died 
December 12, 2024. 

A celebration of life will 
be held Thursday, July 17, 
2025.   

The reception will be held 
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Edge-
wood Country Club in 
Charleston with a special 
time for reflection and re-
membrance at 5 p.m., where 
friends and family will share 
their memories and stories. 

 
Jane Sharp  
Memorial  

Jane Rutledge Jessee 
Sharp passed away Tuesday, 
January 14, 2025, at the age 
of 83.  On Saturday, August 
16, 2025, we will remember 
and celebrate a life full of 
love, creativity and adven-
ture, according to her spe-
cific wishes.   

Jane asked that there be no 
formal service.  Rather, she 
asked that family and friends 
be given the opportunity to 
quietly remember their time 
with her while her favorite 
music plays.   

From 1 to 3 p.m., the urn 
containing her ashes will lie 
in front of the altar at Mar-
linton Presbyterian Church 
as the music of Bach, 

Pachelbel, Handel, Brahms 
and Mendelssohn plays.  All 
are welcome to visit at any 
time during the two hours 
and stay as long as you 
would like.  Refreshments 
will be available. 

Following the time of re-
membrance at the church, 
we will visit several loca-
tions around Marlinton of 
particular importance to 
Jane.  All are welcome to 
join us for this trek, as well. 

 
Michelle  

Underwood  
Michelle Lynn Under-

wood, of Summersville, 
peacefully passed away in 
the early morning hours of 
Monday, June 16, 2025. 

Born April 28, 1967, in 
Marlinton, she was the 
daughter of Eugene Under-
wood and the late Hazel 
Landis Underwood. 

Michelle was a member of 
the Summersville Baptist 
Church and her faith re-
mained an important part of 
her life. She was also a 
proud member of the Royal 
Leprechauns, an organiza-
tion dedicated to providing 
community services and 
scholarships in Nicholas 
County. 

Michelle earned her Reg-
istered Nursing degree from 
Alderson Broaddus and de-
voted her life to caring for 
others with compassion and 
strength for more than 30 
years. She also served as 
president of the Nicholas 
County Fair and was a dedi-
cated member of the park 
board, giving her time and 
talents to improve her com-
munity. 

A spirited soul, Michelle 
was WVU’s #1 fan, rarely 
missing a game and cheering 
on the Mountaineers with 

unmatched pride. She also 
had a love for Harley-David-
son motorcycles, finding joy 
in the freedom of the open 
road and the camaraderie of 
the riding community. 

Above all, Michelle’s 
most treasured role was 
being “Mimi” to her two 
precious grandchildren, Sul-
livan and Eloise Hamrick, 
whom she adored beyond 
measure. 

She was known for her 
loyalty, warmth and incredi-
ble sense of humor. She had 
a natural gift for making oth-
ers feel loved, valued and 
seen. Whether it was her 
heartfelt advice, sharp wit or 
comforting spirit, Michelle 
left a lasting impression on 
all who knew her. 

In addition to her mother, 
she was preceded in death by 
her grandparents, Duffie 
Moore and Damon and Lu-
cille Landis. 

In addition to her father, 
she is survived by her daugh-
ter, Brittnee Hamrick; grand-
children, Sullivan (Sully), 
and Eloise (Ellie) Hamrick; 
brother, Michael Under-
wood; niece, Mattisson Un-
derwood; and many extend- 
ed family members and dear 
friends. 

Funeral service was held 
Saturday, June 21, 2025,          
at Summersville Baptist 
Church with Dana Gate-
wood officiating. Interment 
was in Walker Memorial 
Park. 

Memorial gifts may be 
made to the Grand Order of 
the Royal Leprechauns. 
Checks made payable to the 
“Mt. Nebo St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade,” 546 Wilderness 
Hwy., Mt. Nebo, WV 
26679.         

Condolences may be 
shared with the family at 
white funeralhomewv.com

Through

Dawn Reed

R.A. Mathews
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Thursday, July 19, 1900 
 
From an interesting letter 

written by Mrs. Caroline 
Tallman, of Boone, Iowa, we 
learn that she is a native of 
our county, a daughter of the 
late Jacob and Elizabeth 
Warwick, born and reared 
near Green Bank, and upon 
her marriage, September 12, 
1844, to Geo. Poage Tall-
man, son of Boone Tallman, 
migrated to Indiana and af-
terwards to Iowa. 

 
WATER WORKS 

No town or community 
ever needed water works 
more than the town of Mar-
linton. And no town could 
secure a supply of the purest 
and best of water at a 
cheaper rate. There are sev-
eral springs at a distance of 
from one to four miles, 
which could be piped into 
town solely by the force of 
specific gravity, at a cost not 
exceeding what many a pri-
vate citizen of moderate 
means has expended to bring 
a supply of water to his 
home. In less than a mile of 
the courthouse, there are 
rapids in Knapps Creek 
which would furnish water 
as pure and sweet as could 
be desired in sufficient quan-
tity to supply a city of 
10,000 people. 

It has been the expressed 
intention of Col. McGraw, 
who is by far the largest 
property owner of his town, 
to forward a movement to 
supply the town with good 
water, so we feel sure that he 
as a taxpayer will approve of 
any practicable means to ac-
complish this object.  

It is at present impractica-
ble to furnish this water by 
private subscription or direct 
taxation, but it could be very 
easily done by issuing 
bonds. 

Let the council pass an or-
dinance submitting the ques-
tion to the voters of the 
town. ... Every property 

owner knows that his prop-
erty will be greatly enhanced 
by water works, and we ap-
prehend no serious objection 
on their part to bonding the 
town for the sake of health, 
cleanliness and convenience. 

  
CAMP BURNED 

Marvin Grove Camp, 
Monroe County, was burned 
a few days ago; the entire 
camp with the exception of a 
few tents was destroyed. A 
new circular tabernacle, with 
a seating capacity of 2,000 
was erected last year and 
many improvements made. 
These all were burned. This 
is the second burning of 
Marvin Grove within a few 
years. The fire was incendi-
ary, but we are not informed 
as to any suspicions. Of 
course, this renders any 
meeting impossible this year 
and it is possible the camp 
will never be rebuilt. – Ron-
ceverte News 

 
ARMSTRONG AND 

CUMBERLAND  
PARDONED 

After years of persever-
ance, Alex Armstrong and 
Frank Cumberland, sent to 
the penitentiary for 18 and 
15 years, have secured their 
pardons. 

The crime of which they 
were convicted was the rob-
bing of Capt. A. M. Edgar in 
January 1894. They were 
able to prove an alibi by wit-
nesses from Marietta. The 
whole case hung on the 
question of whether Arm-
strong was in West Virginia 
January 4, 1894. A number 
of men, both white and col-
ored, swore that he was here 
and fixed the date by the 
robbery of Captain Edgar. 

Soon after the robbery, 
Armstrong was suspected and 
as there had been a series of 
robberies all bearing the 
same general marks, it was 
thought that he would return. 

Thursday, July 17, 1975 
 

PIONEER DAYS 
Just about everybody and 

his brother made it to town 
for Pioneer Days, and a good 
time was had by all. Every-
thing went along fine. The 
crowd on Saturday has been 
estimated by various people 
at figures from 10,000 to 
15,000. The State Police, 
Town Police and the Sher-
iff’s Department did a good 
job of handling the flow of 
traffic. 

An affair like this takes 
the effort of many people to 
make it successful. Thanks 
are hereby given to everyone 
who had a part in it. 

It is a nice reflection on 
our County that everyone 
gives of time and effort so 
unselfishly to make a good 
time for all. 

The Rodeo drew over 
4,000 people and made the 
grounds look like the old 
county Fair. 

The Friday night program, 
Mementoes of the Past, was 
outstandingly good and won 
many favorable comments. 

The Miss Pocahontas Pag-
eant had for its theme, “The 
Fabulous Fifties,” and 
Harley “Elvis Presley” Car-
penter brought down the 
house. The contestants wore 
long skirts, bobby socks and 
saddle oxfords and were jit-
terbugging.  

The Mountain Music 
Show on Wednesday was 
well attended and the Music 
Festival Saturday was very 
good and carried over 
through Sunday afternoon. 
All dances had capacity 
crowds, and the square 
dance was the best so far, it 
is reported. 

The Parade was excellent 
– in fact, everything was 
good, and the Hymn Sing 
was a fitting climax! 

 
Miss Pocahontas 1975 
Miss Susan Viers will 

reign as Miss Pocahontas 
during the coming year. 
Susan is the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Robert G. Viers, of 
Buckeye, and was sponsored 
by Swago Homemakers Ex-
tension Club. She is study-
ing for a degree in nursing at 
Alderson Broaddus College. 

 
WINNERS 

History Contest: First 
place, Sam Hill, Hillsboro; 
second, Mark Newkirk, 
Marlinton; third, Wilda 
Chappell, Hillsboro. 

Spelling Contest, youth: 
First, Matthew Davis, Mo-
line, Illinois; second, Jill 
Young, Enfield, Connecti-
cut; third, Thomas Daugh-
erty, Charleston. 

Spelling Contest, adult: 
First, Wilda Chappell, Hills-
boro; second, Darlene Sharp 
VanMeter; third, Marcella 
Price, Elkview. 

Music Contest: Old Time 
Fiddle: First, Lloyd Stevens, 
Charleston; second, Ira Mul-
lens, Webster Springs; third 
John Morris, Ivydale. 

Old Time Banjo: First, 
Mike Burns, Morgantown; 
second, Woody Simmons, 
Mill Creek; third, David 
Holbrook, Huntington. 

Old Time Band: First, 
Stompin Crick, Marlinton; 
second, Walnut String Band 
Morgantown; third, Ken-
tucky Foothill Ramblers, 
Huntington. 

Bluegrass Band: First, W. 
Va. Gentlemen, Hurricane; 
second, The Skyline Pals, 
Staunton, Virginia; third, 
Woody Simmons and the 
Mountain Boys, Mill Creek. 

Singing: First, Diana 
Shaw, Camp Minnehaha; 
second, John Greene, Hurri-
cane. 

Miscellaneous: First, Jerry 
Vance, Hurricane; second, 
Butch Perry, Marlinton; 
third, John Mustonen and 
Billy Hefner, Marlinton; 
fourth, Woody Simmons, 
Mill Creek; fifth, George 
Daughtery, Elkview. 

Oldest Contestant: Lee 
Hammons, Marlinton, 91 
years old. 

Thursday, July 16, 1925 
 
The Birth of a Nation. 

That is the picture I saw the 
other day. It has been riding 
up and down the land for 
years, giving cause of of-
fense to a great many citi-
zens. Years ago, it was 
carried along the mainline 
and people went down the 
branches and paid two dol-
lars a throe to see the blamed 
thing. Twice before this had I 
walked up to the box office 
with the price of a ticket in 
my pocket I would be met 
face to face with an injunc-
tion. Civic authorities had 
closed it up as against public 
policy. It is not to be won-
dered at that I began to won-
der whether I would ever see 
the drama. Some men of 
high attainments told me that 
they considered it the great-
est play ever produced and 
other eminent authorities re-
nounced it absolutely rot-
ten... 

It outrages my knowledge 
of the history of the days of 
the reconstruction of the 
South after the Civil War. 
And I am tired of the politi-
cal propaganda that is still 
made of the mistakes and un-
fortunate circumstance of 
those times. The South has 
been justified, and the people 
of the South have given evi-
dence of their high breeding, 
courage and industry, but 
they are ridden with spurs by 
petty tyrants in office... 

Lincoln must have taken 
the view that the common 

people of the southern states 
had suffered from the mis-
takes of their leaders. It is 
not possible to say now what 
would have resulted if Lin-
coln’s policy had been car-
ried out, but it is a fact that 
nowhere is the name of Lin-
coln more revered than in the 
South. 

In our own time, Wilson 
took the view that the com-
mon people of Germany had 
been forced into a war by 
their representatives. He 
brought that home to the 
people of Germany and that 
war came to an end. 

  
Editor Times; 

The Huntersville District 
Sunday School Convention 
at Westminster church last 
Saturday was largely at-
tended... all seemed to take a 
great interest in the work. 
Many thanks to all. 

After the program was 
over, I went to Thomas 
Creek by way of Frost and 
Dunmore. There had gath-
ered about one hundred peo-
ple for a Sunday School 
supper. A happier bunch of 
people I have yet to find. 
Folks might be much more 
friendly in other places and 
there might be closer coop-
eration and finer harmony if 
everybody got together of-
tener. Like this happy bunch 
of one hundred people. 

It would help everyone to 
think of another’s welfare 
and get better acquainted. 
The best way to help a home 
and make it happy is to visit 

there, talk upon the Bible 
and the lesson questions and 
keep the Sunday School 
going at its best, both winter 
and summer. Let us hear 
from others – J. H. B. 

 
OLD TIME EXHIBIT 
The exhibits of the old pi-

oneer things at the Pocahon-
tas County Fair have become 
as much of the Fair as the ex-
hibits of cattle, sheep and 
hogs. It is just as interesting, 
and much more so to some 
people than the exhibit of 
livestock. The Fair is a Poc-
ahontas County institution 
and practically every man, 
woman and child is inter-
ested in the success of the 
Fair. The exhibit depends on 
the interest that the people of 
the county take in it. There 
are no premiums and no 
prizes, but we are interested 
in showing the young people 
what the old-time people 
used. Now, if you have any-
thing at your home or around 
your farm or in the attic, 
send it or bring it in. Every-
thing will be taken care of 
and returned to the owner, 
when the Fair is over. Take a 
little time and hunt some-
thing and send it in and let us 
make this the best Old Time 
Exhibit that we have ever 
had. 

T. S. McNeel, Superin-
tendent 

  
MARRIED 

June 25, 1925, at the 
Methodist Parsonage at 
Edray, Sherman Moore and 
Miss Glenna Eubank. 

- - - 
June 11, 1925, at the 

Methodist Parsonage at 
Edray, Robert Ryder and 
Miss Ricky Ray. 

 

July 15, 1925, at the 
Methodist Parsonage at 
Edray, John Barney Showal-
ter and Miss Minnie 
Gertrude Gibson. 

 
YOUNG-MAUPIN 

A wedding of considerable 
interest took place at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ira 
Clendenen on Upper Third 
Avenue last Wednesday af-
ternoon. Allen Clark Young 
was united in marriage with 
Miss Nell Harvey Maupin. 
The wedding was a quiet one 
with only Miss Fleeta Lang, 
Mrs. Frank Moore and Mr. 
and Mrs. Clendenen in atten-
dance... 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Tru-
man Mace, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore May, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ira 
Brill, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 
Robertson, of Edray, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Austin Galford, a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Snyder, a son. 

  
DIED 

Asa J. Ryder aged 76 
years, died at the home of 
Frank Ryder on Cochran’s 
Creek July 4, 1925... He was 
on a visit at the home of his 
son at the time of his death. 
He is survived by his wife 
and 13 children by a former 
marriage. His first wife was 
a sister of Samuel Gibson, of 
Elk. His sons are Henry, 
George, Horace, Summers, 
John, Cameron, Bias, Ray-
mond, Hubert and Frank. 
The three daughters are 
Mary, Lilly and Myrtle. 

Thursday, July 20, 1950 
 

FIELD NOTES 
Damon Landis brought in 

several mussels from 
Hughes River. This is over 
about Smithburg, where the 
big flood killed so many 
people and generally tore 
things up so terribly. The 
raging waters had washed 
out whole beds of mussels. 
The ones Mr. Landis had 
were considerably larger 
than the average found in 
Greenbrier River. 

- - - 
Years ago, L. O. Simmons 

saw in a nursery catalog de-
scription of an ornamental 
tree, advertised as a honey 
tree. He kept bees and he fig-
ured the southeast corner of 
the Presbyterian church lot 
was a proper place for it. 
This is just across an alley 

from this printing office, 
which it now overhangs. The 
tree thrived from the start. It 
was supposed to be a kind of 
white linn. I checked the 
book and as near as I could 
make out the new tree was 
an English linn tree. 

The tree is now big and 
high. Competing trees are to 
be cut out to give the room it 
requires. Last week the 
limbs actually bent with a 
white tent of bloom, the air 
was heavy with a rich har-
vest scent perfume, its whole 
top buzzed loud with busy 
bees. 

 
OUR ARMY AND  

NAVY BOYS 
Sergeant Charles H. 

Sharp,  U. S. Army, now sta-
tioned in Utah, writes as fol-
lows to his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles J. Sharp: 

July 4, 1950 
Dear Mom: 
I sort of hit the jackpot 

yesterday with four letters 
and the Pocahontas Times. 

I am getting a little more 
accustomed to the base, job 
and climate. Yesterday the 
mercury read 101 degrees 
but it is quite a bit cooler 
today, at least by 10 degrees, 
anyway. 

This whole wing is train-
ing now, learning how to set 
up a Material Depot. It is 
rather obvious that it means 
foreign duty somewhere. 
From the world situation 
now, they are starting to cau-
tion us about security of in-
formation. I guess that 
means that censorship will 
begin soon. 

I was over at the flight op-
erations yesterday watching 
some jets perform. It is too 
bad I can’t maneuver one of 
them. I also talked to some 
of the pilots about them. 
Maybe I will get to ride one 
of them piggyback some 
day.  

About everything is on the 
alert here. If you cross the 
street someone else has to 
know where you are. 

I would like to be with that 
Battalion of the 24th Infantry 
Division that is in Korea 
now. I think it would be bet-
ter than waiting for some-
thing to happen. 

Guess I had better get out 
in the sun for a while. 

Had steak for dinner. 
About all for now. 

Love, “Hub” 
 

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Cecil Zimmerman, of Mar-
linton, a daughter, Mary 
Margaret. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Shaver, of Slaty Fork, 
a daughter, Karen Louise. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ell-
wood Defibaugh, of Marlin-
ton, a son, Larry Carson. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
Cain, a daughter, Donna 
Mae. 

 

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

A SAWMILL OPERATION in Boyer, West Virginia, about 1908. The photograph was taken by C. E. Flynn who 
was teaching at the Pine Grove School near Arbovale. (Preserving Pocahontas Archives; ID: PHP000683) 
 
Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at pocahontaspreservation.org/omeka or preservingpoca 
hontas.org  
 
If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available.

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Sawmill at Boyer – circa 1908

Footsteps through History  
 

The Pocahontas Times 
Price Brothers 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
Calvin W. Price, Editor

see 75 pg 12

see 50 pg 12

see 100 pg 12 see History pg 11
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Seeking         
Assistant        

General Manager 
of Operations  

To start immediately. If you 
are interested in the 

position, please email your 
résumé to  Lisa Cutlip, 
General Manager, at 

gm@snowshoemtnlodge.com  
No phone calls, please.

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: July 17, 2025 
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 15, 2025 
 
ESTATE NUMBER 14791 
ESTATE OF LARKEN D. DEAN 
ADMINISTRATOR: Timothy Dean 

142 North Church Street 
Craigsville, VA 24430-2152 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 11, 2025. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/17/2c 

 
NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  

WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 
 
ESTATE NAME: CAROL WASHBURN DALTON 

1826 Cherokee Road 
Waynesboro, VA 22980-2229 

ADMINISTRATOR CTA:  William W. Dalton 
1826 Cherokee Road 
Waynesboro, VA 22980-2229 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 9, 2025 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/17/2c  

 
NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  

WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, July 10, 2025 
 
ESTATE NAME: ROSE MARIE JAUREGUI 

113 PINE TREE ROAD 
OCEAN CITY, MD 21842-4645 

ADMINISTRATOR CTA: Christopher S. Robins 
128 East Main Street 
Salisbury, MD 21801-5043 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 2, 2025. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/10/2c 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2024-C-000017-POCAHONTAS COUNTY- WVTB LLC 

To: TIMOTHY HOOVER, CASSANDRA HOOVER, BETHANY 
HOOVER, DAN KENNDEDY, TRUSTEE, TODD TAYLOR, 
TRUSTEE, BETTY HOOVER, CITY NATIONAL BANK OF WEST 
VIRGINA, MARLINTON BRANCH, CITY NATIONAL BANK OF 
WEST VIRGINIA, MARLINTON BRANCH, CITY NATIONAL BANK 
RETAIL PRODUCTION, TIMOTHY HOOVER, TIMOTHY HOOVER, 
MEGAN RENEE HOOVER, ELAINA MAE FAITH HOOVER, AT-
TALYNNE BREANNA PAIGE HOOVER, ROBERT MARSHALL 
ALLEN HOOVER, OCCUPANT, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
C/O ADVISORY CONSOLODATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX 
DEPARTMENT, IRS ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-
CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT,or heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-
owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject 
property. 

DISTRICT: EDRAY MAP: 34   PARCEL 0013 0000 0000 
You will take notice that WVTB LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, CERT NO. 2024-C-000017, located in Edray Dis-
trict, School Lot .50 AC 171x182 IRR, which was returned 
delinquent or non-entered in the name of HOOVER TIMOTHY 
(LIFE) CASSANDRA; BE, and was sold by the deputy commis-
sioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of Pocahontas County 
at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 23, 2025.  

WVTB LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real es-
tate will be made on or after January 1, 2026, as provided by law, un-
less before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before December 31, 2025 will be as fol-
lows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2023 -2687.  

$ 244.10 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2024-2708. $ 151.64 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 

Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-
terest. $ 179.95 

Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 
personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 1,114.99 

Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 

check, money order, certified or personal check. $ 1,690.68 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 
601 57th Street SE Charleston, WV 25304 

Telephone: (304) 926-0495 Fax: (304) 926-0463 
Public Notice No.: PH-25-03 

Public Notice Date: July 14-18, 2025 
GENERAL WV/NPDES  

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT 
WASTEWATER DISCHARGES FROM SEWAGE  
TREATMENT AND  DISPOSAL SYSTEMS OF  

DOMESTIC SEWAGE ONLY  
(50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) 

WV/NPDES PERMIT NO. WV0103110 
The Division of Water and Waste Management is proposing to 

issue a General WV/NPDES Water Pollution Control Permit to 
regulate the discharge of wastewater from Sewage Treatment 
and Disposal Systems of Domestic Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or 
Less, except mine bathhouses). The General Permit will author-
ize the operation and maintenance of establishments engaged 
in Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems of Domestic 
Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) 
and to cover the discharge of treated sewage to waters of the 
State. 

It is proposed that this General Permit be issued for a five (5) 
year term. The majority of the facilities to be permitted under this 
General Permit are already in existence, with approximately 3-5 
new facilities every year. 

In accordance with 60 CSR 5.6.c., Tier 2 antidegradation re-
views are not required for these facilities. Coverage under this 
general permit will require the utilization of minimum treatment 
technologies that should result in an overall benefit to public 
health and the welfare of the environment from an improvement 
in water quality. 

All facilities wishing to be covered under this General permit 
will be required to submit a facility registration application form. 
Upon receipt of the registration application form, the Division of 

Water & Waste Management will review it for completeness. 
The Division of Water & Waste Management then will advise the 
applicant of its coverage under this permit. 

There are approximately 678 treatment facilities currently reg-
istered under the present general permit. If those facilities wish to 
continue discharging, they will be required to register for cover-
age under the new general permit. 

The Director of the Division of Water and Waste Management 
retains authority to require any owner/operator to apply for and 
obtain an individual WV/NPDES Permit. This authority will be ex-
ercised when the Director determines that such individual permit 
will better protect the receiving water. 

The Draft Permit and Fact Sheet may be inspected by ap-
pointment between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day at the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 
Water and Waste Management, Public Information Office, 601 
57th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304. 

Copies of the documents may be obtained from the Division at 
a nominal cost. 

Any interested persons may submit written comments on the 
Draft Permit.  

Comments will be accepted until August 18, 2025. 
They should be addressed to: 
Director, WV Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 
601 57th Street SE 

Charleston, WV 25304 
Attention: Pamela Houston 

Phone: (304) 926-0499, Extension 43864 
Fax: (304) 926-0463 

E-mail: pamela.s.houston@wv.gov 
All comments received within this period will be considered 

prior to acting on the Draft Permit. 
Correspondence should include the name, address, and tele-

phone number of the writer and a concise statement of the nature 
of the issues being raised.  

The Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a finding is 
made, based on requests, that there is a significant degree of 
public interest on issues relevant to the draft General Permit. In-
terested persons may contact the Public Information Office to ob-
tain further information. 

7/17/1c 

POCAHONTAS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
 

 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT EXPANSION 
 

 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 
1.1 PROJECT INFORMATION 
A. Notice to Bidders: Qualified bidders may submit bids for 

project as described in this Document. Submit bids according to 
the Instructions to Bidders. 

B. Project Identification: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital – 
Emergency Department Expansion. 

1. Project Location: 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, West Vir-
ginia 24924. 

C. Owner: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital. 
1. Owner's Representative: Rebecca Hammer –                    
    rhammer@pmhwv.org : 304-799-1024 
D. Architect: Becker Morgan Group, Inc. 
1. Architect’s Representative: Kelsey S. Fields, AIA, 

kfields@beckermorgan.com : 410-546-9100 
E. Project Description: Project consists of renovations 

and addition to the emergency departments, and associated 
sitework to the existing Pocahontas Memorial Hospital. 

F. Construction Contract: Bids will be received for the follow-
ing Work: 

1. General Contract (all trades). 
1.2  BID SUBMITTAL AND OPENING 
A. Owner will receive sealed lump sum bids until the bid time 

and date at the location given below. Owner will consider bids 
prepared in compliance with the Instructions to Bidders issued by 
Owner, and delivered as follows: 

1. Bid Date: August 12, 2025 
2. Bid Time: 10:00 a.m., local time. 
3. Location: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital 
a. 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, West Virginia 24924. 
b. Bids shall be addressed to attention of Rebecca Hammer. 
B. Bids will be thereafter publicly opened and read aloud. 
1.3 BID SECURITY 
A. Bid security shall be submitted with each bid in the amount 

of 5 percent of the bid amount. No bids may 
be withdrawn for a period of 60 days after opening of bids. 

Owner reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive informalities and irregularities. 
1.4 PREBID MEETING 
A. Prebid Meeting: A Prebid meeting for all bidders will be held 

at Pocahontas Memorial Hospital, 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, 
West Virginia 24924 – Board Room on July 22, 2025 at 10 a.m., 
local time. 

Prospective prime bidders are required to attend. 
1.5 DOCUMENTS 
A. Online Procurement and Contracting Documents: Ob-

tain access on or after July 9, 2025, by contacting 
Architect, Becker Morgan Group, Inc. – Kelsey S. Fields, 

AIA by email, kfields@beckermorgan.com. 
Online access will be provided to prime bidders only. 
B. Requests for clarification or interpretation (RFI) shall be 

submitted by email with an attached pdf of the RFI with the com-
pany name and address, the project name and project number, 
cross reference to pertinent Drawings and/or Specification. And 
shall be submitted to Kelsey S. Fields (kfields@beckermor 
gan.com) and Brenden D. Frederick (bfrederick@beckermor 
gan.com). 

1.6 TIME OF COMPLETION AND LIQUIDATED DAMAGES 
A. Successful bidder shall begin the Work on receipt of the 

Notice to Proceed and shall complete the Work within the Con-
tract Time. Work is subject to liquidated damages. 

1.7 BIDDER'S QUALIFICATIONS 
A. Bidders must be properly licensed under the laws govern-

ing their respective trades and be able to obtain insurance and 
bonds required for the Work. A Performance Bond, separate 
Labor and Material Payment Bond, and Insurance in a form ac-
ceptable to Owner will be required of the successful Bidder. 

Pocahontas Memorial Hospital 
Rebecca Hammer 

7/10/2c

2025 ASSESSMENT 
 

July 1, 2025 is the beginning of the new assessment year.   
This assessment will make up the 2026 taxes (tax ticket). 

Real estate – Real estate is valued by three methods; farmland, managed timberland and mar-
ket value.   

Farmland – Farm land value is based on the income it produces. In order to have your land val-
ued as farm, you or someone else, must qualify it as a farm or part of a farm operation. If claimed 
by someone else, you need to ensure that they have your property listed on their farm application. 
We must have a competed form signed and on file before we can qualify your real estate as a farm.  
This form must be completed on a yearly basis and is due no later than September 1, 2025. Any 
applications received after this date will be denied in accordance with West Virginia Legislative Rule 
110 C.S.R. 1A. In an effort to expedite the return of the farm form, we will mail an advance copy to 
those who qualified last year. If you have any questions or need assistance, please call or stop by 
the office and someone here will assist you. Failure to meet the September 1, 2025 deadline will 
cause your property to be valued at market value which is a drastic increase over farm value. If you 
are a new applicant, please contact us prior to this date. If you purchased new land or rented new 
farm property, make sure it is added to your farm form. If you have been approved/qualified for the 
farm rate and plan to timber/log your property, please contact our office. Land that is timbered/ 
logged and is part of a qualified farm, can result in your property being appraised at market value 
and increasing your taxes on the property. If you contact this office, we can provide information and 
other options that may save you money. 

Managed Timberland – The initial contract for Managed Timberland property must be applied 
for by July 1. Once approved, you must submit an application annually, between March 1st and 
September 1st every year in order to remain in the program. The Assessor does not approve or deny 
any Managed Timberland applications. All approvals or denials are done by the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Forestry. If you have any questions, please call (304) 558-2788 option 2, or write the West 
Virginia Division of Forestry, 7 Players Club Dr. Charleston, WV 25311. To ensure your application 
was received, I recommend you call the West Virginia Division of Forestry prior to the deadlines 
shown above. Applications for this program are available at the West Virginia Division of Forestry 
website at www.wvforestry.com Applications can also be obtained at the Assessor’s office.  

Market Value - Market Value of real estate is the value your property would expect to bring, if sold.   
Homestead Exemption - If you are 65 years of age or permanently and totally disabled and have 

been a resident of West Virginia for two full calendar years, you can qualify. This exemption will give 
you $20,000 assessed value exemption on your real estate. This exemption will save you at least 
$135.00 or as much as $185.00 for those who live within corporations. In order to receive this ex-
emption, you must complete the application not later than December 1, 2025. This exemption once 
approved, will remain in effect. To qualify for disability exemption, you must provide proof of disability 
in addition to completing the application. This office has the application and will assist you in com-
pleting the required form. 

Personal Property – The assessment of personal property, will be the same as last year. Vehi-
cles will be assessed at 60% of NADA loan value. The value is based on vehicle identification num-
bers. Big trucks with non-apportioned license are to be reported on your assessment form. Trucks 
with apportioned license plates will still be reported to the Public Service Commission. All other 
property will be assessed at 60% of market value. We charge a $25.00 fee on all supplemental tax 
tickets. These supplemental tax tickets are changes made because of incorrect information or lack 
thereof. To avoid the additional charge, please help us make sure you are assessed correctly. This 
can be done by contacting our office if you have not already been contacted by the Assessor, or a 
Deputy Assessor.   

Dogs – State law requires that a tax be collected on all dogs in the county, which are at least six 
months old on July 1, or within ten days of the dog becoming six months of age during the as-
sessment year. The dog tax is $3.00 per dog for those who reside outside of corporations. If you 
reside within the corporations of Marlinton, Hillsboro or Durbin the dog tax is $6.00 per dog. Dog 
tags can also be paid/purchased on-line at our website pocahontascountyassessor.com  

Sheep & Goats  – There is also a $1.00 per head assessment on all sheep and goats of breed-
ing age, for those electing to participate in this program. This assessment is to be collected by the 
Assessor or deputies and submitted to the Department of Agriculture for the Coyote Control Pro-
gram. 

If you have any questions, need assistance, or just feel more comfortable in person, please call 
or stop by our office. We are here to assist you. We want your assessment to be as easy and as 
convenient as possible for you to complete. The assessor and/or the deputy assessors, will attempt 
to contact everyone at their residence, please understand that this is not always possible. We ap-
preciate your support and cooperation in ensuring we have a fair and accurate assessment of our 
county. If you have any questions, or need assistance, please call or stop by our office.   

 Sincerely, 
 Johnny A. Pritt 

 Pocahontas County Assessor 
7/17/2c

NOTICE OF  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY  
ENHANCED 911 DIRECTOR 

 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY OFFICE  

OF EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR 
      
The Pocahontas County Commission is seeking to fill a 911/Of-

fice of Emergency Services Director position to perform such du-
ties as may be necessary for the oversight and management of 
the Pocahontas County 911 Center, and the planning, organizing 
and directing of activities of the Pocahontas County Office of 
Emergency Services.   

Interested applicants should submit résumé and letter of 
interest, including desired starting salary, to the Pocahon-
tas County Commission, c/o Melissa L. Bennett, County 
Clerk, P.O. Box 209, Marlinton, West Virginia 24954.  

All résumés must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. Fri-
day, July 25, 2025.   

This position includes full benefits, i.e. health insurance, par-
ticipation in the West Virginia Public Employees Retirement Sys-
tem, accrued vacation and sick leave and paid holidays.   

Successful candidate is required to be a full-time resident 
of Pocahontas County.   

Job descriptions or other information for this position, may be 
obtained by contacting the County Clerk’s Office at 304-799-
4549, or by email: pocaclk@clerk.state.wv.us 

John Rebinski, President  
Pocahontas County Commission 

7/10/2c

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

Attention Town of Marlinton Water Customers 
The Town of Marlinton Water Department will be conducting 

routine fire hydrant testing throughout the community beginning 
May 17 and continuing through July 17, 2025.  

The purpose of this testing is to ensure that all hydrants are 
functioning properly and to maintain the safety and reliability of 
our water system.  

During this period, you may notice temporary discoloration or 
cloudiness in your tap water. This is a normal result of harmless 
sediment being stirred up in the water lines. 

If you experience discolored water, we recommend that you 
run your cold water tap for a few minutes until the water runs 
clear. Avoid using hot water during this time, as discolored water 
may enter your hot water tank.  

We apologize for any inconvenience and appreciate your un-
derstanding as we carry out this important maintenance work.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the 
Town of Marlinton Water Plant at 304-799-7442. 

5/22/9c

see Legal Advertisements pg 9

Advertising  
Deadline is  

Monday at noon. 
Call 304-799-4973



FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-1282

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

appearing ladder truck – 
Shavers Fork Fire and Res-
cue; Best appearing mini 
pumper –  West Virginia 
State Forestry; Best appear-
ing rescue – Anthony Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department; 
Best appearing tanker –
Cowen Volunteer Fire De-
partment; Judges choice 
– Pocahontas County Search 
and Rescue; and longest dis-
tance traveled – Webster 
Springs Volunteer Fire De-
partment. 

By Saturday, Marlinton 
was full of festival goers, ex-
cited to see the antique car 
show, grand parade and lis-
ten to more music. 

It was very hot, but that 
didn’t keep people from lin-
ing up on Main Street to get 
a good spot for the parade –
and all the candy, popsicles 
and swag thrown from the 
floats. 

 
Grand Parade  

 
Richard Barlow Award: 

Beni Kedem Shriners 
Clowns 

Jane Price Sharp Award: 
Kenny Woods State Farm 

Queen’s Award: Nicholas 
County Majorette Corps 

Douglas Dunbrack Award: 
Pony drawn cart 

McLaughlin Family 
Award: F&F Service 

Director’s Choice Award: 
PCHS Volleyball team 

Carlos Schoolcraft Award: 
John Knotts –  1940 John 
Deere tractor 

The old-time Spelling Bee 
and History Contest were 
moved to McClintic Library 
this year and took place after 
the parade. 

Youth winners in the 
Spelling Bee: first place, 
Victor Dean; second place, 
Konrad Lowe; and third 
place, Annabel Swan. Adult 
winners: first place, Trevor 
Swan; second place, Brian 
Smith; and third place, 
Cathy Mosesso. 

Youth winners in the His-
tory Contest: first place, Vic-
tor Dean; second place, 
Carter Smith; third place, 
Konrad Lowe. 

Adult winners: first place, 
Steve Buly; second place, 
Cathy Mosesso; and third 
place, Silas Dean. 

Those who stayed in town 
after the parade enjoyed a 
magic show by Chet Shiflett, 

as well as music from the 
Bing Brothers with Jack 
Krack, Mud Hole Control, 
and Jilt. 

Quilt Show winners: first 
place, Annette Graham; sec-
ond place, Diane Beverage; 
and third place, Sandy 
Irvine. 

 
Photography  

 
Best of Show –  Adult: 

Eddie White. Youth: Sarah 
Barkley. 

Black and White – Adult: 
first place, Kristi Dinkins; 
second place, Joseph Van 
Meter; and third place, Kristi 
Dinkins. 

Youth: first place, Sarah 
Barkley. 

Animal –  Adult: first and 
second place, Charity Morri-
son; and third place, Chuck 
Beverage. 

Youth: first place, Liberty 
Barkley; and second place, 
Grayson Barlow. 

Wild Animals – Adult: 
first place, Eddie White; sec-
ond place, Susan Gauntt; and 
third place, Paul Carmichael. 

People – Adult: first place, 
Chuck Beverage; second 
place, Joy Mullen; and third 
place, Kristi Dinkins. 

Youth: first place, Liberty 
Barkley. 

Nature – Adult: first place, 
Susan Gauntt; and second 
and third place, Charity 
Morrison. 

Youth: first place, Sarah 
Barkley; and second place, 
Liberty Barkley. 

Still Life – Adult: first 
place, Kristi Dinkins. 

Scenic – Adult: first place, 
Joey Van Meter; second 
place, Chuck Beverage; and 
third place, Kristi Dinkins. 

Youth: first and second 
place, Liberty Barkley; and 
third place, Sarah Barkley. 

 
33rd Pocahontas County 

Art Council’s  
Annual Art Show  

 
Best in Show –  Diondra 

North, “On a Winter’s 
Night.” 

Oil – second place, Diana 
Nelson, “Ocean’s Edge.” 

Acrylic –  first place, 
Melissa Totten, “Snow Fun;” 
second place, Julia Williams, 
“Buttercups in the Field;” 
and third place, Diana Nel-
son, “Spirit of Winter.” 

Watercolor –  first place, 
Patricia Stine, “North-
bound;” second place, Patri-
cia Stine, “Botox Beak;” and 
third place, Patricia Stine,” 

On Grandpap’s Shoulder.” 
Pencil – first place, Dion-

dra North, “Rumi;” second 
place, Patricia Cochran, 
“Bunny in the Sun;” and 
third place tie, Diondra 
North, “A Whale of a Time;” 
and Patricia Cochran, “High-
land Prize.” 

Mixed Media – first place, 
MJ Oref, “Ruby in the Field 
with Daisies;” and second 
place, Julia William, “The 
Ship.” 

Colored Pencil –  first 
place, Cheyenne Beverage, 
“Got a Crush on Dr. Pepper.” 

Pen and Ink – second 
place, Helena Gondry, 
“Woodland Trillium on 
Droop Mountain.” 

Results of the Food and 
Flowers contests will be 
printed in next week’s edi-
tion.

“We got to know people 
really fast, and people were 
open and friendly,” he said. 
“The adjustment was fast in 
terms of filmmaking. It was 
fantastic. It was really a 
wonderful experience to film 
in Pocahontas [County], 
Green Bank and West Vir-
ginia. 

“Obviously, the nature, the 
quiet, the clean air, the peo-
ple, the lifestyle, every-
thing,” he continued. “It was 
really, really a pleasant ex-
perience. In that way, we 
soon forgot about our 
phones. We adjusted fine. To 
us, it became almost like a 
detox.” 

For Lypinski, it was like 
traveling back in time when 
they came to Green Bank. 

“When we were teenagers 
in the late 80s and early 90s, 
we had no cellphones, no in-
ternet, no Facebook, no on-
line hotel bookings available 
to us,” he said. “In many 
ways, traveling to the Quiet 
Zone in West Virginia was 
like traveling back in time, to 
an era before we had con-
stant access to the world on a 
device in our pocket. We re-
ally enjoyed this time 
travel.” 

The intent of “The End of 
Quiet” is to show the world 
this little part of the globe 
that seems disconnected due 
to its restrictions on cell-
phone towers, but for Bis-

gaard, it also became a look 
at how more access to cell-
phones can be a disconnect, 
as well. 

“It’s really a mirror from 
my world where everybody 
is connected and we feel like 
we’re so connected to each 
other, but to some extent it 
almost feels like we are get-
ting more and more discon-
nected,” he said. “The aim is 
to show this wonderful place 
of Green Bank and how it is 
to live [in the Quiet Zone]. 
Hopefully they can give in-
sight into what the rest of the 
world is missing.” 

The film made its world 
premiere at the Tribeca Film 
Festival in Buffalo, New 
York, June 7, and was well 
received by critics and 
crowds. 

Attending the premiere 
alongside Bisgaard and Lyp-
inski were several of the in-
dividuals featured in the 
documentary including as-
tronomer and scientist Jay 
Lockman, Dave Warner and 
Kirstin Wolfe and her son, 
Leo. 

Bisgaard said the film will 
be shown at other film festi-
vals around the world before 
it is distributed either online 
or on broadcast. There is al-
ready a European release 

date, but they are still work-
ing on the American distri-
bution. 

The connections made in 
Green Bank will remain with 
Bisgaard and Lypinski, who 
both say they hope to return 
to visit. In fact, they have 
been invited to a wedding 
coming up this September, 
which shocked them. 

They never expected to 
make that strong of a con-
nection with those who were 
featured in the documentary. 

“I think that says a lot 
about the people in Green 
Bank, West Virginia,” Bis-
gaard said. “It has really 
been a pleasure to be in con-
tact. I’d love to come back, 
and I know Mikael would, 
too.  

“It’s such a beautiful, 
beautiful place.”

Quiet, from 
page 1
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Now hiring for  
Front Desk,  

Housekeeping   
and Custodial.  

Full and part-time           
positions available. 

 Appointments to meet with 
Lisa Cutlip, General Manager, 

are available 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or 

Friday. Please call 304-572-
2020 to schedule.

Mon Power has contracted to maintain portions of its rights-of-way with an aerial saw consisting of approximately ten 24-inch 
rotary blades powered by a motor and suspended on a vertical boom beneath a helicopter. This maintenance method allows 
for the quick, safe, and efficient trimming of trees along our transmission lines. The aerial saw will be operating March through 
September 2025 in the following counties in West Virginia:
Randolph-Pocahontas Counties (Pickens-Linwood #174, 138 kV Line)  
A transmission line in Randolph and Pocahontas counties originating at the Pickens substation. It begins in a southerly direction 
crossing County Route 47 and continuing in a southeasterly direction crossing County Route 45. It continues in a southeasterly direction 
crossing County Route 47 two more times heading towards Monterville.  After crossing State Route 15, the line continues in a southerly 
direction crossing County Route 49. From there, it crosses from Randolph County into Pocahontas County crossing County Route 219-
2. It continues in a southeasterly direction, crossing U.S. Route 219 and ending at the Linwood substation.  

our Representatives that your call is pertaining to our Transmission Aerial Saw Program.

NOTICE TO MON POWER CUSTOMERS WITH  
RIGHTS-OF-WAY ACROSS THEIR PROPERTY

VARNER TOWING,LLC 
  304-642-9053 / 304-637-7171

HEAVY-DUTY TOWING AND 
WRECKER SERVICE 
24-HOUR AVAILABILITY 
Towing from the smallest  
vehicle to               
the heaviest 
loads! 

Call for  
details.

Open 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.                      
Mon. - Fri.  • Durbin

LABORERS AND CARPENTERS NEEDED 

Location: Snowshoe, WV.  Starting pay is $18/hour. 
MUST have dependable transportation and be able to 
get up and down Snowshoe Mountain year-round,   
regardless of weather. Opportunity for pay raise  
depending on experience and work ethic. 40-hour 
work week with opportunities for overtime. There is a 
60-day probationary period.  
Call or text Carlton, 304-642-5039, for more 

information if interested.

GUFFEY  
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 

Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          

� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 

�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2025 by 
paying the above total less any unearned interest. 

If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may peti-
tion the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three in-
cremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem 
the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described above. 

Given under my hand July 9, 2025. 
Christal G. Perry 

Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and  
Nonentered Lands of Pocahontas County, 

 State of West Virginia. 
Please return this letter and payment to the  

West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  
County Collections Division 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Building 1 Room W-114 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 
Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 

7/17/3c

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon. Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.
 

FOR REnT 
 

FOR RENT - 818B 10th Avenue, 
Marlinton. Nice building with two 
rooms. Jay Kniceley, 304-799-6243. 

7/10/4c 
 

HOUSES AnD  
REAL ESTATE 

 

FOR SALE - Eight acres, Town of 
Marlinton. Scenic views. Borders 
National Forest and hike/bike trail. 
Call 304-799-6312 after 6 p.m. 

7/10/2p 
 

POSITIOnS AVAILABLE 
 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE - Part-
time and Full-time Cook and Di-
etary aide at Pocahontas Center, 15 

Everett Tibbs Road, Marlinton. No 
experience required. Offers benefits. 
Background check required. Contact 
Robert at 304-992-6124. 

7/10/3p 
 

FOUnD 
 

FOUND - A  Doodle dog near Cass 
on June 28. He’s a brown male with 

no collar. Looking to reunite this 
dog with its family. Please call, 304-
668-3523. 7/3/nc 

 
FOUND - Crocheted baby’s hat and 
booties from the craft show were 
found in the parking lot at the opera 
house. The items were returned to 
the seller. Call 304-653-4331 to 
claim. 7/17/2nc 

 

It was the first time since 
1994 the whistle had steam 
to make it sing, but it won’t 
be the last. 

Landis said once they 
knew it was possible for the 
whistle to be used on the 
train; it was decided it would 
be used on the Greenbrier 
Express this week for 
Durbin Days Heritage Festi-
val. 

The whistle will be used 
July 17 through 20 on the ex-
cursion from Cass into 
Durbin. 

“I have spent hours pol-
ishing it, cleaning it,” Landis 
said. “It was completely 
grungy from probably thirty, 
forty years up on the pole. I 
talked to Noah [Barkley] –                                                                                                                                                     
he has a collection of whis-
tles. I asked him what the 
best way was to clean it and 
he said WD-40 and 400 grit 
wet sanding emery cloth, so 
that’s what we did.” 

When the whistle was 
tested, it was obvious it was 
much louder than what they 
use on the train. Landis said 
he was told that when the 
tannery was in operation, the 
whistle could be heard in 
Green Bank. 

Landis plans to take the 

whistle to Cass Thursday 
morning and ride the train 
back to Durbin so he can 
hear it blow from inside the 
engine. 

“It’s definitely loud and it 
sounds good,” he said. “I’m 
going to hear it from the en-
gine.” 

After Durbin Days con-
cludes, the whistle will re-
turn to Douglas. Landis said 
he would like to see the 
whistle used on the Bald 
Knob run at some point but 
hasn’t made plans with 
Mountain Rail yet. 

He’s just happy to see it 
back in operation after all 
these years. 

“It will be fun,” he said.

Whistle, 
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ways, the face of the univer-
sity. But this is their univer-
sity. It belongs to the 
people.” 
 

Goals, Grit and  
Grand Vision 

Benson is not one to tiptoe 
into his new role. His vision 
for WVU is anchored in 
three foundational goals: 

Be Visible and  
Accessible  

“I want to be out and 
about. I want people to know 
I’m all in.” He hopes to visit 
all 55 counties of West Vir-
ginia within his first year. 

Chart a Bold,  
Proactive Path  

With an eye toward enroll-
ment, workforce alignment 
and resource develop- ment, 
Benson is keen to pivot from 
reaction to innovation. 
“We’ve got to be aggressive. 
Set the tone, not follow it.” 

Embrace and Learn      
WVU’s Rich History 

As a trained historian, 
Benson treasures the past. A 
recent visit to the WVU Li-
brary left him in awe of the 
University’s founding docu-
ment from 1867. “Now look 
at us – a nearly $2 billion 
budget and a $7.5 billion 
health system.” 

Leading with a Shovel 
Benson’s leadership style 

is hands-on – sometimes 

while wielding a snow 
shovel. One now-legendary 
viral moment from his pres-
idency at Eastern Kentucky 
University involved him re-
sponding to a student’s tweet 
during a massive snowstorm. 
The student jokingly said 
he’d come to class if the 
president helped shovel his 
driveway. Benson did just 
that. 

The story went viral. 
Radio shows called. “The 
Today Show” took an inter-
est. Tire companies sent 
snow shovels. 

But for Benson, it wasn’t 

a PR stunt. It was a moment 
of connection. 

“I did it because I wanted 
to see what the student 
would do,” he said. 

Benson drove 10 miles to 
the student’s house and 
started shoveling. The stu-
dent’s mother came out and 
“just about fell off the porch 
when she realized the uni-
versity president had been 
summoned by her son.” 

Read more about Michael 
T. Benson WVU Today 
“From Golden Sands to 
Gold and Blue”

Mya Workman and 
Warren Burns, of 
Hillsboro, earned 

a position on the West Vir-
ginia High School rodeo 
team and traveled with fel-
low teammates to Rock 
Springs, Wyoming, the 
week of July 13 – 19 to 
compete in Breakaway and 
Team Roping competitions 
at the 77th Annual National 
High School Finals Rodeo 
(NHSFR).  

Burns is as upcoming 
senior at Pocahontas Coun-
ty High School. Workman 
graduated with the Class of 
2025 and will begin her col-
lege career in the fall at 
New Mexico Junior College 
in Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Featuring more than 
1,800 contestants from 44 
states, five Canadian Pro-
vinces, Australia, Mexico, 
New Zealand and Guate-
mala, the NHSFR is the 
world’s largest rodeo. In ad-
dition to competing for 
more than $150,000 in 
prizes and over $200,000 in 
added money, NHSFR con-
testants will also compet for 
more than $375,000 in col-
lege scholarships and the 
chance to be named an 
NHSFR World Champion. 
To earn this title, contest-
ants must finish in the top 
20 – based on their com-
bined times/scores in the 
first two rounds – to ad-
vance to Saturday evening’s 

final round. World champi-
ons will then be determined 
based on their three-round 
combined times/scores.  

Again, this year, the Sat-
urday championship per-
formance will be televised 
nationally as a part of the 
Cinch Highschool Rodeo 
Tour telecast series. LIVE 
broadcasts of each NHSFR 
performance will air online 
at www.thecowboychannel. 
com Performance times 
begin at 7 p.m. and compe-
tition continues daily at 9 
a.m. and 7 p.m. through 
July 19  

To follow your local fa-
vorites at the NHSFR, visit 
NHSRA.com daily for 
complete results.
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Loved and missed by all. 

LESLIE K.GOLDIZEN • JULY 11, 1975 - JULY 15, 2021 
Love you, Mom and Dad

Happy Birthday in 
Heaven, Leslie

Forever in our 
 

 
hearts you’ll stay. 

We will love you and 
remember you every 

 
 

single day.

304-799-1077We want to be your local family pharmacy.

NO automated phone system                                                           
– you’ll  always talk directly to pharmacy staff during business hours!

  • Next day availability on medications or 
OTCs not in stock • Over-the-counter items 

• Easy prescription transfers 
• Health and personal care products 

• Coffee Shop • Gifts 

105 Duncan Road, Suite A • Buckeye, WV 24924

People you know.  
Service you expect!

Download our App!

Join us every Tuesday, 
 3: 30 - 5:30 p.m. 

for the  

PHARM  
STAND 

Fresh produce and more 
from local vendors! 

Warren Burns and Mya Workman

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

Workman and Burns compete 
at world’s largest rodeo

Hard, from 
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part of Nevada. A North Car-
olina man was killed in 2022 
when his GPS sent him 
across an abandoned bridge, 
and it collapsed. The take-
away from these “GPS 
routes gone wrong” is that 
we should carry a map in the 
vehicle and use common 
sense, turning around when 
you are being directed in the 
general direction of danger. 

Butterflies, bats and birds 
possess sophisticated navi-
gation systems compared to 
humans. Bats use echoloca-
tion to map their surround-
ings through high-frequency 
sounds. (There is a growing 
number of sightless people 
developing the use of 
echolocation to navigate 
safely in most surround-
ings.) Birds use a combina-
tion of skills and neural 
systems to navigate, includ-
ing the Earth’s magnetic 
field, stars and the sun. Like-
wise, Monarch butterflies 
utilize the sun and their in-
ternal clock as a compass. 

Researchers at Harvard 
Medical School recently 
identified an internal com-
pass in the human brain, al-
beit not as extensive as those 
previously identified in 
birds, bats and butterflies. 
Very specialized brain cells, 
known as “head-direction” 
cells, monitor body move-
ment, resulting in enhanced 
spatial awareness and a more 
accurate sense of direction. 

Yes, we’ve an internal 
compass, but I wouldn’t rec-
ommend attempting to mi-
grate with the  Monarch 
butterflies to Mexico or 
Southern California each 
winter based on it. And that 
is a good segue to the topic 
of maps. When the GPS 
fails, or you feel you need to 
reconnect to the wonderful 
world of maps, they’re still 

around. 
The oldest map of the 

then-known world is a clay 
tablet known as the Imago 
Mundi. It dates back to 600 
BC and shows Babylon as 
the center of the Mesopo-
tamian world.  As explo-
ration increased and more of 
the world was explored, 
parchment and animal hide 
maps became increasingly 
popular. Modern maps, by 
and large, are made of paper 
and remain ubiquitous, al-
though often ignored and rel-
egated to the glove compart- 
ment. 

The Polynesians navigated 
throughout the Polynesian 
Triangle without the aid of 
physical maps. They sailed 
for thousands of miles across 
the open Pacific Ocean, es-
tablishing settlements in the 
Hawaiian Islands, New 
Zealand, and Easter Island, 
without so much as a nauti-
cal chart.  The Polynesian 
maps were in their brains; 
that is, for hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of years, it was 
songs and oral traditions 
handed down by their ances-
tors that made them such 
skilled navigators. 

The Polynesians were also 
astute observers of the natu-
ral world, using stars and ob-
serving wind patterns, ocean 
swells, and birds to success-
fully navigate the vast ex-
panses of the Pacific Ocean. 

I love maps, and I know 
many others who share my 
fondness for them. I love the 
sound of unfolding a map 
and trying, often in vain, to 
refold it. I enjoy just looking 
at a map, and on many trav-
els, I have crawled into my 
tent at night perusing a map 
for hours before deciding the 
next day’s route. 

Maps offer detailed repre-
sentations of everything that 
surrounds us and, by using 
maps, we quickly learn, for 
example, here in West Vir-
ginia, if we want to travel to 

Colorado, we must head in a 
westerly direction. 

But maps offer so much 
more than just getting from 
point A to point B. Maps 
stimulate our imagination; a 
map can provide the poten-
tial for learning and adven-
ture, whether on the road or a 
backcountry hike. 

Some years ago, I was 
driving back from Alaska 
and stayed in a National For-
est Service campground in 
Northern Arizona. Going 
over my atlas that evening 
before turning in, I found a 
town in New Mexico called 
Pie Town. I was traveling 
back to Ohio, and Pie Town 
would only be a short detour 
from my easterly route 
home. 

Without a map, I would 
have never known there was 
such a place. And, true to its 
name, I had a gustatory ad-
venture of epic proportions 
in this quaint town, three 
pieces of pie for breakfast 
and a whole pie for the road. 

Maps can take you to 
towns you may have never 
heard of. If you really want 
to “go to Hell,” Michigan 
can accommodate you be-
cause Hell is just a few miles 
northwest of Ann Arbor. I’ll 
pass on that one. 

Then, there’s Truth or 
Consequences, New Mex-
ico, named after a once-pop-
ular TV game show, and you 
don’t want to miss Lizard 
Lick, North Carolina. Geor-
gia welcomes you to visit 
Hopeulikit, and they do hope 
you like it. 

GPS can cause our sense 

of direction and spatial 
awareness to atrophy, like an 
unused muscle. Perhaps we 
should leave the GPS off oc-
casionally and use the map 
instead. Technology can re-
duce skills that we once pos-
sessed. For example, when I 
was in grade school, my cur-
sive was considered excel-
lent. However, now my 
handwriting is illegible. The 
keyboards on my cell phone 
and laptop have reduced my 
former longhand skills to 
meaningless scribble. 

I hope that our ability to 
read maps, our sense of di-
rection, and our spatial 
awareness do not become 
extinct. I hope future genera-
tions can glance up at the 
night sky and point out the 
North Star to their children. I 
hope that technology does 
not rob us of knowing the 
four cardinal points, North, 
South, East and West. I hope 
that a person walking on a 
sunny morning knows that if 
the sun is in their eyes, they 
are heading east. 

As I write this article, my 
brother, Dave, is setting sail 
in the South China Sea on a 
solo adventure, navigating 
through the Philippine archi-
pelago and visiting islands 
along the way. Although he 
has equipped his boat with 
state-of-the-art navigation 
technology, you can bet that 
Captain Dave has the capa-
bilities to navigate safely 
using dead reckoning. Here’s 
to fair winds and following 
seas, brother. 

Ken Springer 
ken1949bongo@gmail.com
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Tuesdays at Hillsboro, Wed-
nesdays at Green Bank, 
Thursdays at Linwood, Fri-
days at Durbin. Contact your 
branch to register. 

Linwood Little Librari-
ans Playgroup Fridays at 
Linwood Library, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m.   

Friday Fun at Durbin 
Community Library Fri-
days from 4 to 5 p.m. for 
ages three to 10. 

Budding Bookworms 
Playgroup at McClintic 
Public Library Thursdays, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Story 
time and play for children 
five and younger.  

 
PARKS AND REC 

Adult Pickup Basketball 
Thursdays 5:30 p.m. 

Jiggle Wiggle Giggle – 
Fridays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
at the Wellness Center  

Taekwondo, for ages 13 
and older, Wednesdays 6 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Community 
Wellness Center. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m.  

 CHURCH NOTICES 
Mt. Olivet United Metho- 

dist Church near Beartown 
– Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

Grace and Truth Home 
Fellowship – Sunday, Wor-
ship 11 a.m. Tuesday, Prayer 
7 p.m. Located in Arbovale. 
Call Jim at 304-456-3255 for 
directions. 

Marlinton United Meth-
odist Church – Worship at 
11 a.m. Parking lot service 
on 90.3 FM radio or join us 
on Facebook. Office hours, 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Central Union United 
Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m.  

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Wor-
ship 8:45 a.m. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday night 
service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 

Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 11 
a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church  – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 

a.m. 
Campbelltown Church, 

Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 
Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Methodist 
Church – Sunday School 10 
a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. Wed-
nesday Bible Study 7 p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and 
Worship 10 a.m.; Preaching 
and Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m.  

Frank Church of the 
Nazarene – Sunday School, 
10 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening service 6 
p.m.; Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Bible Study; Thursday 7 
p.m. Visitation.

return. In about a year, Arm-
strong was seen coming 
back to his native county and 
word was sent on ahead. 
That day, he was questioned 
and denied his identity. He 
and Cumberland were ar-
rested and found to be heav-
ily armed, and had a bottle of 
gunpowder and Vaseline, 
supposed to be for the pur-
pose of disguising their 
faces. The explanation they 
gave was that they had come 
to Pocahontas to play cards 
with the lumbermen, an ex-
cuse so flimsy that it does 
not need to be exposed. 

It is a significant fact that 
since then, there has not 
been a single robbery in Poc-
ahontas County. We fear 
there has been a serous mis-
carriage of justice in grant-
ing this pardon... 

 
SNAKE BITTEN 

Irvine Wilfong was bitten 
by some poisonous reptile or 
insect, presumable a copper-
head, under very peculiar 
circumstances last Thursday 
night. He had been stacking 
wheat at Moff Waugh’s on 
the river and went to bed 
about 9 o’clock. His slumber 
was disturbed by fleas, 
which, he says, were numer-
ous and ferocious. About 11 
o’clock, he awoke with a 
fiery pain in his leg, which 
rapidly mounted to his body 
and head. Upon examina-
tion, two pinpoint wounds 
were found in his leg below 
the knee, such as would be 
made by a snake. The leg 
was by this time much 
swollen and giving great 
pain. It was hard to believe 
that a snake could have been 

in the bed, and none was 
found, neither spider or other 
insect, but this seems to be 
the only explanation of the 
case. 

In spite of all that could be 
done, Mr. Wilfong grew 
worse during the night and 
in the morning started for his 
home a few miles distant. 
Before he reached his own 
home and when near his fa-
ther’s house, the Rev. Ben 
Wilfong, he was quite over-
come and became delirious. 
Dr. Price was called in, and 
while suffering a great deal 
of pain for several days, he 
is now thought to be out of 
danger. 

  
DIED 

Near Green Hill, Monday 
evening, July 16, 1900, Mrs. 
Sally Sharp, wife of John 
Sharp, aged about 74 years. 
The deceased was the eldest 
daughter of the late William 
Johnson of Verdant Valley, 
Pocahontas County. She was 
a peaceable, industrious wo-
man and was devoted to her 
home, and though aged as 
she was, she will be missed 
by her family and neighbors.

BOSLEY 
EXCAVATING 

ROADS • SITE PREPARATION 
LOT AND LAND CLEARING 

TOPSOIL & OTHER MATERIALS

GREEN BANK, WV• 304-940-5449
LIC. #WV064901

Expert service for Pocahontas County
and beyond since 1983

WV002417

Septic Systems • Perc Tests • Hydroseeding
Roads • Driveways • Basements • Footers

FFREE ESTIMATES
304.653.4357

Chris Rose • Elm Street, Hillsboro

P O P E S Pocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

WE KEEP YOUR EQUIPMENT RUNNING!
You’ve got jobs to do - keep your small 
engine equipment in shape all summer! 

RIDING OR PUSH            
MOWERS,  WEEDEATERS, 

PRESSURE WASHERS,  
ERATORS  AND MORE 

WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

Breakers Galore Inc.
Circuit breakers and Electrical Equipment

Can deliver to job site
24 hr. Mobile/Emergency Service

Mark Owens - Owner

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

978 Huntersville Road
Marlinton, WV

304-520-7776
breakerman1@msn.com
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Calendar, 
from page 4
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But while each generation 
of LLMs has gotten more ac-
curate, LLMs still halluci-
nate because they don’t 
actually understand any of 
the words they produce. 

The American philosopher 
John Searle has a thought 
experiment that helps illus-
trate the problem. 

Imagine that you are 
sealed inside a room that 
contains a stack of paper, a 
pen and a lot of books. A 
mail slot provides your only 
access to the outside world. 
Occasionally, pieces of 
paper with sets of squiggles 
written on them come 
through the mail slot. Your 
task is to look up those 
squiggles in your books and 
then write down a corre-
sponding set of squiggles. 
You pass these new squig-
gles back through the mail 
slot. 

It turns out that the squig-
gles coming through the 
mail slot are questions writ-
ten in Chinese. Your squig-
gles are answers, also 
written in Chinese. A Chi-
nese speaker outside the 
room is having what appears 
to be an intelligible conver-
sation. 

Nevertheless, you don’t 
actually know Chinese. You 
are formally manipulating 
Chinese symbols. But you 
don’t understand what any 
of the symbols mean. 

Large language models 
are stuck inside Searle’s Chi-
nese room. 

They do not understand 
the meaning of the symbols 
you input, nor do they un-
derstand the meaning of the 
symbols they output in re-
sponse. They don’t know if 
their answer is true because 
they don’t know what true 
means any more than they 
know what any other word 
they produce means. 

As a result, you end up 
with things like the straw-
berry bug. Multiple LLMs 
can spell the word correctly 
but will insist that there are 
but two r’s in the word. The 
models don’t know what 
words mean and therefore 
cannot make simple infer-
ences about them.  

As LLM training sets get 
bigger, hallucinations will 
grow less frequent. But these 
models won’t get you all the 
way to thinking any more 
than adding more books to 
the Chinese room will turn 
you into a Chinese speaker. 

Joe Miller 
joe.miller@fountain 

digitalconsulting.com

Reason, 
from page 3

On Palm Sunday, they 
roared forth praise, shouting, 
“Hosanna to the  Son of 
David; 

Blessed is the One who 
comes in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the high-
est!” (Matthew 21:19, 
NASB) 

The son of the warrior 
David would free them from 
the despicable Romans! 

When Jesus died on the 
cross, they were gone. He 
meant nothing now, couldn’t 
do anything for them. 

Why do you come to the 
Lord? To get from Him—
eyes to see and see not, ears 
to hear and hear not? Or do 
you come to the Lord to be 
with Him? 

I remember the day I 
talked with that prominent 
man. He just wanted to learn 
more about the Bible. God 
rewards those who seek 
Him.  

“And without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, 
for whoever would draw 
near to God must believe He 
exists and that He rewards 
those who seek Him.” (He-
brews 11:16) 

I began this message by 
telling you what Jesus said 
to His disciples, “For who-
ever has, to him more shall 
be given, and he will have an 
abundance.” 

In that same breath, Jesus 
also said, “I speak to them in 
parables; because while see-
ing they do not see, and 
while hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they under-
stand.” 

Seek God. Talk to Him. 
Read His words. “For who-
ever has, to him more shall 
be given.”  

If you truly want God, if 
you pray from a heart filled 
with love for Jesus, you’ll be 
blessed. You’ll get more and 
more of God’s good stuff. 

The Rev. Mathews (J.D., 
M.Div., B.A.) is the author of 
the Reaching to God series 
which you can see at RA-
Mathews.com

More, from 
page 6



SEARS STORE 
Sears will soon open a cat-

alog store in Marlinton in the 
old Sportsman’s building on 
Beard Heights. 
To: The Pocahontas Times 

Please allow me to use 
your newspaper to express 
my thanks to all the many 
people in Marlinton and 
Hillsboro who were so very 
kind to me on the day I spent 
there during the search for 
my son, Peter Hauer. 

 Even though they were 
strangers, each one with 

whom I came in contact 
practiced the golden rule by 
sincerely offering to help me 
during my greatest sorrow. 
Many of them did help me. 

I can understand now why 
my son told me so many 
times how much he loved 
the people and the beautiful 
mountains of West Virginia. 

Words cannot express my 
thanks and appreciation to 
all those brave people who 
gave of their time and toiled 
so much in the search for 
Peter Hauer 

I shall never forget all 
those good people of Hills-
boro and Marlinton. May 
God send his blessings on 

you and your land. 
Very sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Carmelita Hauer 

This week, the Cat House 
has several adorable kittens 
seeking forever homes.  

One playful bunch  – six 
females and one male – full 
of energy, curiosity and cud-
dles are about 10 weeks old. 
When they’re not chasing 
toys, and practicing their 
pounces and play fighting, 
they are curling up together 
for cozy naps. 

These little angels are 
ready for adoption – ideally 
in pairs – or to homes which 
already have a friendly cat in 
residence.   

The $70 adoption fee in-
cludes spay/neuter,  rabies 
vaccine and first combo vac-
cine, microchip, SNAP test, 
dewormer and flea and tick 

treatment.  
*July Adoption Special: 

 For approved applicants, a 
donation of cat food or cat 
litter may be accepted in 
place of the adoption fee. 

The Humane Society of 
Pocahontas County is lo-
cated in Marlinton at 410 
Second Avenue. Please call 

to make an appointment to 
meet these darling kittens. 

As always, the Humane 
Society of Pocahontas 
County continues its “trap, 
neuter and release” program 
to keep the feral cat popula-
tion down throughout the 
county.  

This requires not only 

hours of volunteer time but 
also supplies. The colonies 
are currently in need of 375 
pounds of Kitty Kibble 
(which does not include the 

food used in the Cat House 
nursery). 

If anyone would like to 
help in this effort or would 
like to join in the work of the 

HSPC, please get in touch. 
The HSPC can always 

use: 
Cat litter 
Cat food, canned and dry 
Cat beds 
KMR (kitten formula)  
Bleach 
White vinegar 
Paper towels  
Hand soap 
Laundry soap pods 
The HSPC is most grateful 

for the support of the com-
munity in helping to support 
animals in need in our 
county.
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News from the Cat House

6810 – Leivasy, Nich-
olas County. 2BR/-
1BA home with cin-
derblock garage. 
Needs work. Long 
frontage on beautiful 

Brushy Meadow Creek. – $28,000

MARLINTON OFFICE 

304-799-4440 

18102 Seneca Trail,  

Rt. 219 

Marlinton, WV 24954 

www.property4u.com 

Oak Hall, Broker  
Sales Associates:  

Kathy Owens, Lisa Circle, 
Kathryn Stauffer 

 
 Agents Wanted.  

Call Oak Hall to apply.

Wonder what your minerals can be worth? 

Find out BEFORE you lease.  

Call us TODAY about how you can join. 

wvminerals.com

NEW LISTINGS

MORE LISTINGS

6803 – 151 acres of 
mountain property 
with Greenbrier Riv-
er Valley views. 
Close to Watoga 
State Park – $499,999

6804 – 1.2 acres near 
Watoga State Park, 
Calvin Price State 
Forest and Monon-
gahela National For-
est – $115,000

6807 – Nettie, Nich-
olas County. 2.109 
acres. Located at end 
of road. Nice build-
ing site. Public water 
available. – $19,900

6809 – Nettie, Nich-
olas County. 2BR/ 
1BA in need of re-
pair. Nice location 
on one lane paved 
road. – $29,900

6812 – Crawley, 
Greenbrier County. 
Approximately 0.63 
acre level lot with 
beautiful creek. – 
$18,900

6721 – Hillsboro. 3BR/1BA A-
frame cabin on 2 acres. End of lane 
location. Wrap around deck and 
private back porch. Close to 
Greenbrier River and Trail and 
national forest. – $155,000

6720 – Marlinton. Tract 9. Eight-
acre property with spectacular 
open meadow and farm home-
stead views. Close to town, rivers, 
hiking and biking trail, national 
forest and more. – $132,000

SOLD 

LIST W
/ R

ED OAK REALTY

540-815-8159

Independent,          
full service dealer

Servicing all           
customers

2026 Chevy 
EQUINOX LT 

All wheel drive, remote start,  
heated seats, rear camera. 

MSRP $31,995

26004

2025 Chevy 
COLORADO 

Crew cab, power seat, 11-inch color 
screen, cruise, keyless start, XM. 

MSRP $41,265 
Sale Price $39,812

25109

2024 Chevy 
TRAX RS 

Sunroof. Local trade.  
32 mpg highway. 9,500 miles.  

$23,995

25150M

2018 Jeep 
WRANGLER RUBICON 

Soft top, 4x4, 3.6 V6. 
Summer fun. Looks great! 

$20,995

25112A

2023 Ram 
PROMASTER 2500 

Cargo van. 21,500 miles. 
Ready to work! 

$29,995

925044

2003 Toyota 
CAMRY SOLARA 

Coupe, sunroof, V6. 

$7,995

25172A

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

We Buy Cars 
Do you have  

an extra vehicle? 

Call today to  

schedule an  

appraisal.

Like and  
Follow us on 

Facebook 
The 

Pocahontas 
Times

TRIVIA ANSWERS: (1). Heart (2). Anwar Sadat (3). 
Times Square (4). I came, I saw, I conquered.

DEATHS 
Forrest King Moore, aged 

83, died July 11, 1950, at his 
home near Durbin on Back 
Alleghany Mountain. The 
funeral was held from the 
Bethel Church with burial in 
the church cemetery. The de-
ceased was a son of the late 
Andrew Jackson Moore. ... 

- - - 
Mrs. Rebecca Virginia 

McCarty, 84, of Droop 
Mountain, died July 14, 

1950. Funeral service was 
conducted from the Mt. Zion 
Methodist church on Droop 
with burial in the McCarty 
Cemetery. Among her sur-
vivors are two brothers, 
Arthur Hollandsworth and 
Saul Hollandsworth... 

- - - 
Mrs. Lottie M. Stone, age 

79, of Boyer, burial in the 
Boyer cemetery. The de-
ceased was a daughter of the 
late James and Polly 
Spencer. 

- - - 
Cleveland Heren Noonan, 

aged 65 years, of Clover 
Lick, died July 12, 1950. 

Burial in the Stony Bottom 
Cemetery, the service being 
held from the Union Church. 
The deceased was a son of 
the late J. J. and Ellen Mc-
Carty Noonon. He was mar-
ried to Miss Lottie E. 
McComb. To this union 11 
children were born... 

- - - 
Benjamin Franklin Taylor, 

aged 69 years, a retired mail 
carrier, died at his home at 
Dunmore. The funeral serv-
ice was held from the Dun-
more Methodist Church with 
burial in the Dunmore 
Cemetery.

75, from  
page 7

50, from  
page 7

another child who died in in-
fancy. 

- - - 
Mrs. Della Weiford Dilley, 

40, of Huntersville, died at 
the home May 21, 1925. Her 
death was due to heart fail-
ure... She was married to 
Willey A. Dilley. To this 

union 10 children were born. 
The funeral service was held 
from the home. Friends of 
Mrs. Dilley came from many 
sections of the county to pay 
tribute to one who had lived 
among them and loved them.

100, from  
page 7
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