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The Pocahontas County CVB is looking for a 
brand relations specialist to join our team of           

passionate hospitality enthusiasts! Do you have   
a background in marketing, public relations or          

communications? Enjoy travel, outdoor                
adventure and community? Apply now! 

WE’RE HIRING!

                             Send your résumé and cover letter to                              
Chelsea Faulknier, cfaulknier@pocahontascountywv.com.                               

To learn more about the position, visit 
pocahontascountywv.com/careers/

On the  
road  
this  

summer?
Our City Gold Account  
could be right for you. 

• Travel Insurance 
• Dining  and Recreation Discounts 

• No charge from City for using  
other banks ATMS 

• Identifty Theft Protection 
• Cell Phone Protection

304-799-4640 
www.bankatcity.com
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Most festivalgoers 
know what to ex-
pect when they at-

tend Durbin Days Heritage 
Festival. They know there is 
going to be a carnival full of 
fun rides, lots of food, musi-
cal entertainment, Bingo and 
parades. 

This year, the festival had 
the added bonus of two out-
rageous reality TV stars, 
Turtleman and Swamp Man. 
The pair were on hand to 
judge the greased pig con-
test, as well as add some 
color to the already fun 
nearly week-long event. 

Turtleman, Ernie Brown, 
Jr., is the star of the show, 
“Call of the Wildman” which 
follows Brown on his adven-
tures as he catches “critters” 
who have become a nuisance 
to residents of Kentucky. 

Swamp Man, Shelby 
Stanga, first rose to fame as 
one of the subjects of the 
show “Ax Men.” He went on 
to get his own show, “The 
Legend of Shelby the 
Swamp Man,” which follows 
Stanga on his down time 
from his job as a logger in 
Louisiana. 

In addition to judging the 
greased pig contest, the pair 
posed for pictures and took 
part in the grand parade, 
sharing their unique southern 
charm with everyone they 

met. 
They were a draw, but they 

were only part of the festivi-
ties. There was music by The 
Crooked Roots, Evie Shaffer, 
Tupelo Drive, Non-Friction, 
as well as a performance by 

the Little Switzerland Clog-
gers. 

Contest entries were on 
display in the former Emma 
Grace Boutique on Main 
Street, with quilts, afghans, 
photographs and even silly 

decorated potatoes, showcas-
ing the multitude of talents 
of local residents. 

The festival culminated on 
Saturday with a crowd-gath-
ering parade on Main Street, 
a little rain and a fireworks 
display that has been called 
the best in the county. 

Festival results are: 
 
Photography contest 

Queen’s choice: Jessica 
Varner, “Calf.” 

People – first, second and 
third place, Jessica Varner, 
“Girl with bird;” “Girl with 
four-wheeler;” and “Girl in 
carseat.” 

Animals – first place, Ben 
Poscover, “Indigo Bunting;” 
and second place, Jessica 
Varner, “Calf.” 

Silly Potato Contest – first 
place, Annabelle DiStefano, 
“Butterfly Store;” second 
place and Queen’s Choice, 
Harlynn Reed, “Angel 
Kitty;” and third place, 
Bryce Taylor, “Airport with 
Jet.” 

Quilted items – first place, 
Cheryl Dean, Autumn Cab-
ins wall hanging; second 
place, Carol Barlow, Patri-
otic wall hanging; and third 
place, Cheryl Dean, Fall 
table runner. 

Full-size quilts – first 
place and Queen’s Choice, 
Sandy Irvine, West Virginia 
Birds; and second place, 
Cheryl Dean, Pioneer Braid. 

Hometown fun at Durbin Days

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Since 1990, when 
they began a sur-
vey and research, 

Drs. Stephen and Kim 
McBride have been helping 
the Sheets family of Green 
Bank piece together the 
puzzle that is the pre-Revo-
lutionary War fort on their 
land. 

Countless hours have 
been spent on-site by 
countless volunteers and 
students, who have helped 
with excavations and digs 
at Fort Warwick, in hopes 
they will find artifacts and 
stains in the dirt that will 
reveal the past. 

On July 15, the Mc-
Brides gave a presentation 
at the Green Bank Obser-
vatory about the findings at 
the fort, including the mys-
terious shape of the struc-
ture. 

“There are many things 
we can talk to you about, 
but we’re really focusing 
on one of the main ques-
tions from this recent grant, 
which is the structure of 
Fort Warwick,” Kim said. 
“It’s something that’s puz-

zled us for a long time, es-
pecially as we compared 
Fort Warwick to some 
other forts that we’ve exca-
vated further down in the 
Greenbrier Valley.” 

In her slide presentation, 
Kim shared diagrams and 
aerial photos of other forts 
in the Greenbrier Valley 
which are rectangular with 
two bastions on opposite 
corners. The bastions were 
built so that militiamen 
could cover two sides of 
the fort if it was attacked. 

There are also forts in 
other areas where a house 
was used as part of the 
structure, with the stockade 
built around it. 

“[Pictures show that] 
they are much more irregu-
lar, and irregular is kind of 
a good word to warn you 
about what you’ll learn 
about Warwick’s Fort,” she 
said. “It’s really taught us 
to not have too many pre-
conceived ideas about these 
forts.” 

Through research done at 
the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C., the 
McBrides learned that Fort 

Archaeologists 
uncover secrets 
of Fort Warwick

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

It’s been three years in 
the making, but all the 
hard work and collab-

oration has paid off for mem-
bers of the Pocahontas 
County Diabetes Support 
Group. With the help of Dr. 
Samantha Minc and then 
medical student Jordan 
O’Dell, the group and its ed-
ucator, Terry Wagner, have 
published and are releasing a 
diabetes and heart healthy 
cookbook featuring local 
recipes. 

Oddly enough, the name 
of the book is “Pocahontas 
County Diabetes and Heart 
Healthy Cookbook.” 

The endeavor began in 
2023 when Minc and O’Dell 
joined Wagner in providing 
educational programs for the 
group and they decided to 
make a cookbook of what 
they’d learned. 

At first, the group planned 
to just share recipes with 

each other, but it quickly 
grew to include so much 
more. 

“We have the recipes on 
one page and the modified 
recipe on the next page with 
an explanation,” Minc said. 
“There were a bunch from 
the culinary medical pro-
gram at WVU that kind of 
added to fill out the cook-
book.  

“Then at the back is a con-
versation about how to make 
a healthy meal and what is 
your key to success, an ex-
ample grocery list and diet 
rules,” she added. 

The book also features in-
formation about foot health, 
which is one of the reasons 
Minc got involved in the pro-
gram. 

In 2017, WVU did a state 
level analysis concerning di-
abetes and access to medical 
treatment. Minc, a vascular 
surgeon, is focused on pre-
vention of amputations due 
to diabetes and vascular dis-
ease and so she wanted to 

provide education concern-
ing foot health which is di-
rectly affected by diabetes. 

“We did focus groups 
across the state, spoke to 
people with diabetes or peo-
ple who were taking care of 
people with diabetes about 
amputations and tried to un-
derstand their barriers and 
challenges,” she said. 

Using the findings from 
that research, Minc started 
working with doctors in Poc-
ahontas County to ensure 
foot examinations were 
being done on patients with 
diabetes. 

“We came up with this trio 
of interventions and one of 
which was implementing 
high quality diabetic exams 
in clinics and connecting 
people to pediatrist, so they 
can get care,” she said. “An-
other was making multi-dis-
ciplinary limb preservation 
teams and making them 
available to rural patients in 
a project called Echo.” 

Echo is a teleconferencing 

medical platform that allows 
rural patients to meet with 
pediatrist to ensure they have 
preventative care and be less 
likely to need an amputation. 

The third was meeting 
with the diabetes support 
group and creating the cook-
book. 

Minc enlisted O’Dell, who 

is now a vascular surgery 
resident at Duke University. 
At the time of the project, 
O’Dell was a medical stu-
dent at WVU and was part of 
the new culinary medical 
track. 

“WVU offers an addi-
tional learning track that you 
can do within medical school 

that’s called a culinary 
track,” O’Dell said. “We 
have to do community teach-
ing kitchens. We do different 
modules. We learn how to 
prescribe diets for different 
chronic illnesses, such as 
cancer, diabetes, chronic 
heart failure.” 

Diabetes Support Group 
releases cookbook
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A TRIO OF friends have some high flying fun on one of 
the carnival rides at Durbin Days Heritage Festival Sat-
urday. The sky was blue for most of the day – excluding 
a fast downpour of rain. Festivalgoers enjoyed an            
entertaining day with rides, food and the grand parade. 
S. Stewart photo

THE POCAHONTAS COUNTY Diabetes Support Group celebrated the release of 
its new cookbook last Monday with a picnic featuring diabetes friendly and heart 
healthy fare at Stillwell Park. Posing with the book are, from left: diabetes educator 
Terry Wagner, Dr. Samantha Minc and vascular surgery resident Jordan O’Dell. The 
book will soon be available from Amazon. S. Stewart photo

see Group pg 6

see Fort pg 6see Durbin pg 6



Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter 

 

The Pocahontas County 
Solid Waste Authority 
(SWA) held a special 

meeting July 16  with Jacob 
Meck, of Allegheny Dis-
posal LLC, who presented a 
viable option for the SWA to 
continue solid waste collec-
tion and disposal in the 
county after the county land-
fill closes in the fall of 2026. 

The county SWA has been 
criticized by the West Vir-
ginia Solid Waste Board be-
cause they have not yet 
developed nor started on a 

practical plan to operate after 
the landfill is closed.  

SWA members have dis-
cussed some options in the 
past, but most of those have 
been seen as being impracti-
cal or just too expensive to 
work. The board members 
all realize how critically im-
portant it is to maintain vi-
able garbage disposal in the 
county; however they have 
not as yet selected an alter-
native garbage collection 
and disposal method, other 
than they agree that the 
green box system will need 
to play a major role in the fu-
ture. They also recognize 

that, unfortunately, the costs 
to the citizens will have to be 
raised significantly since the 
relatively inexpensive local 
landfill option will be gone. 

At the special meeting, 
Meck presented a Power 
Point program that explained 
his options of building a 
transfer station either near 
his office in Green Bank for 
the exclusive use of his com-
pany or, if the SWA agrees, 
to build one on the site of the 
county landfill which would 
serve both his company’s 
clients and the public at large 

Tim Walker 
AMR Reporter  

 

The Pocahontas County 
Commission opened 
two bids at its July 8 

meeting that were received 
for the construction of the 
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission’s (ARC) Broadband 
Grant Project. One was from 
the New River Electrical 
Company in the amount of 
$2,307,597.76 while the 
other was from Quanta 
Telecommunications Solu-
tions LLC (Quanta) in the 
amount of $1,800,000. They 
did not award either bid at 
the time because the pro-
ject’s engineering firm, 

Thompson and Litton, 
needed to review the details 
of both bids to ensure the 
bids met all of the require-
ments.  

At the July 15 commission 
meeting, Region 4’s Amanda 
Smarr reported to the com-
mission that both bids met 
the required specifications. 
She also advised the com-
mission that the project’s law 
firm still had some questions 
about the project and 
whether the winning bidder 
would be willing to meet 
those legal obligations if any 
are identified by the lawyers. 
She did say the commission 
could approve one of the 
bids, and if for some reason 

another requirement was 
needed for the construction, 
and if the winning bidder re-
fuses to comply with that, 
the bid approval can then be 
revisited by the commission. 
She said it is highly unlikely 
that will happen because if 
any requirements need to be 
added, they will be very 
minor. 

The commission then 
awarded the bid to the low-
est bidder, Quanta, with the 
understanding that possible 
minor requirements could be 
added by the project’s law 
firm. 

The West Virginia De-
partment of Human 
Services (DoHS) has 

announced that applications 
for the Emergency Low In-
come Energy Assistance 
Program (E-LIEAP) will be 
accepted from Monday, July 
28, through Friday, August 
8, 2025, or until funds are 
exhausted. This program 
helps low-income families in 
West Virginia who are facing 
an energy emergency. 

E-LIEAP may also help 
with cooling costs in some 
situations. Each application 
is reviewed individually, and 
some types of cooling 
sources may require ap-
proval before assistance can 
be given. 

To qualify: 
• Households using gas or 

electric must present a termi-
nation notice when applying. 

• Households using  bulk 
fuels like propane, fuel oil, 
kerosene, wood, or coal 

must show that their supply 
is low when you apply. 

• Households that have al-
ready received a regular 
LIEAP payment for bulk 
fuel (such as propane, fuel 
oil, kerosene, wood, or 
coal), must provide a receipt 
or proof showing that the 
LIEAP payment was used to 
purchase fuel. Applications 
for E-LIEAP assistance may 

be denied without this docu-
mentation. 

Eligibility for E-LIEAP is 
determined based on house-
hold income, household size, 
and whether the household is 
responsible for paying utility 
costs. In emergency situa-
tions, all applicants must 
meet in person with a DoHS 
worker. 

The Cardinal Institute 
for West Virginia Pol-
icy has announced the 

release of a new policy paper 
calling for a comprehensive 
revitalization of West Vir-
ginia’s K-12 civic education 
standards.  

The paper, titled “Reviv-
ing the American Civic Tra-
dition in West Virginia,”  is 
authored by Cardinal Insti-
tute’s Director of Education 
Partnerships and Strategy, 
Tiffany Hoben. 

“Civic education is not 
just about learning how a bill 
becomes a law – it’s about 
cultivating informed, en-
gaged citizens who under-
stand and cherish our consti- 
tutional republic,” said Ho-
ben. “West Virginia has a 
proud history and a strong 
sense of community, and we 
owe it to our students to 
equip them with the knowl-
edge and tools to uphold that 
legacy.” 

Hoben contends that the 
long-term strength of the 
American republic depends 
on an educated citizenry, one 
that understands the struc-
ture and purpose of its gov-
ernment, embraces shared 
civic ideals and possesses 
the character necessary to 
preserve liberty across gen-
erations. 

The report finds that West 
Virginia’s current standards 
fall far short of this mission. 
Instead of forming a coher-
ent civic education, the stan-
dards are described as frag- 
mented, historically shallow, 
and ideologically inconsis-
tent, leaving students unpre-
pared to  engage meaning- 

fully in democratic life. The 
key findings include a lack 
of philosophical grounding, 
the isolation of civics from 
history, and the emphasis on 
political activism over civic 
literacy. 

“West Virginia has a 
chance to lead the nation by 
restoring rigor and purpose 
to civic education,” said 
Garrett Ballengee, President 
& CEO of the Cardinal Insti-
tute. “This report is not just 
a critique – it’s a blueprint 
for renewal. If we want to 
preserve a free society, we 
must begin by teaching stu-
dents what that freedom en-
tails.” 

The report makes clear 
that isolated revisions are in-
sufficient. Hoben calls for a 
complete rewrite of West 
Virginia’s social studies 
standards – from elemen-
tary through high school – 
to integrate U.S. History, 
Civics, and Government into 
a unified, content-rich civic 
education.  

“Civic education should 
shape stewards of the repub-

lic, not merely critics of it,” 
Hoben writes. 

The newly released paper 
comes amid national con-
cerns about declining civic 
knowledge among youth and 
reduced emphasis on social 
studies in K-12 education. 
The Cardinal Institute views 
this as a pivotal moment to 
ensure West Virginia stu-
dents are prepared for the re-
sponsibilities of citizenship. 

To view the full report, 
visit www.cardinalinstitute. 
com/research/
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Emergency Energy Assistance Program 

Cardinal Institute calls for 
overhaul of Civics Standards

Solid Waste Authority 
offered possible option

Commission approves 
bid for broadband project

Pharmacy open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Medical Plaza, 105 Duncan Road, Buckeye

• Freshly ground         
PMH Pharmacy  
Blend Coffee 

• Seasonal Drink 
Specials 

• Hot and Iced Specialty Coffees 

Fresh scones, 
muffins and 
other yummy 
baked items!

Open Monday - Friday  
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.   

#pmhcoffee

Try our Lunch Box Specials! 
Available Tuesday - Thursday. 

Check out our Facebook page for current offerings

Handcrafted  
Coffee

304-339-6917themingosaloonandlodge.com

304-799-5471 • Rt. 39, Marlinton • locusthillwv.com

Book a cozy room 
with breakfast         

provided; a private 
cabin; or just join us 

for dinner! Free        
Wi-Fi. Just blocks 

from the Greenbrier 
River and Trail and a 
30-minute drive to 

Snowshoe.

Locust Hill Inn, Cabin  
& RestaurantRESTAURANT  

     OPEN  DAILY,  
       5 - 8 P.M.  

   

Perfectly cooked filet mignon, juicy  
ribeyes, delicious homemade          

crabcakes and other entreés. View 
menu online. Indoor and outdoor 

ing  options Wine and beer bar.  
Order your meal in advance – call by 

1 p.m. the day of your choice. 
By reservation only.

Sorry, no walk-ins, please.

Home-cooked food
from scratch

304-799-2240
DINE IN / CARRY OUT

Open Fri. and Sat. 4 - 7 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Best Cheesecake Around
View menu on Facebook

3756 Jerico Road, Marlinton 
2.5 miles off Stony Creek Road

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER 
   Thursday, July 24, 

at Marlinton   
Presbyterian Church  

Taco salad and dessert. 
 Come, have a sit-down dinner                     

and visit with your neighbors! 
Served 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

      Sponsored by area churches and community volunteers.

Join us for fresh,          
local flavor!  

Dine in or carry out. 
Unmatched views from our 

outdoor seating! 
The Levels Depot 

8905 Seneca Trail,  Hillsboro 
304-653-4111

LOCALLY ROASTED / 

HANDCRAFTED 

BLENDED COFFEE

Hours 
TUES. - SAT. 

Breakfast 8  - 11 a.m. 
Lunch 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:                         
Pizzaburger and chips 

THURSDAY:                             
Chef salad 

FRIDAY: Fish sandwich, 
French fries and hushpuppies 

SATURDAY: Lasagna, garlic 
bread and salad 

 

 

SUNDAY: Ham dinner with 
home fries, pinto beans           

and cornbread 

MONDAY: Taco salad 

TUESDAY: Chicken, bacon 
ranch wrap and chips

FREE WI-FI • Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.   
 At the bridge in Marlinton • 304-799-7233 • www.greenbriergrille.com 

facebook.com/greenbriergrille/

DAILY SPECIALS,             
WEDNESDAY - TUESDAY

Open  
Thursday - Saturday          

9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sunday  

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
7847 Seneca Trail      

Hillsboro 
304-653-2646

Stop in and check 
out our            

NEW MENU! 
Visit us on Facebook. 

Breakfast served         
   Sat. 9   -  

Sun. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.              
~Dine in or carry out~ 

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse • Event schedule: hillsboropub.com

Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

Since Pocahontas 
County High School 
was placed under a 

state of emergency by the 
State Department of Educa-
tion in January, high school 
staff has been diligently 
working, with the help of 
consultant Deirdre Cline, to 
address the issues high-
lighted in the comprehen-
sive plan.  

While there has been a lot 
of progress on the academic 
side, there are renovations 
that need to take place next. 

At the Pocahontas 
County Board of Education 
meeting July 15, superin-
tendent Dr. Leatha Williams 
explained that she discussed 
the state of the school with 
director of maintenance 
Duane Gibson and they 
both came up with several 
areas that need attention. 

Williams said that the 
bathrooms are in bad shape 
and need to be upgraded, as 
well as the main office. She 
added the special education 
room needs to be moved out 
of the art room and into the 
main building. 

Williams also said that 

since the gym floor is being 
replaced, it would be nice to 
paint the entire gym to add 
to the facelift. 

In the discussion about 
renovations, Williams add-
ed that the central office 
needed some upgrades due 
to changes in staff. She as-
sured the board that there is 
funding in the budget to 
make the renovations, and 
the jobs would all be put out 
to bid in a proper manner. 

The board agreed that 
renovations needed to be 
made and approved for 
Williams and Gibson to 
move forward with plans 
for both PCHS and the cen-
tral office. 

Williams also discussed 
the progress made with the 
state of emergency plan and 
said all PCHS student 
schedules were mailed out 
and students were given in-
formation on how to make 
changes prior to the school 
year, if needed. 

One area that still needs 
intervention is the special 
education department, 
county-wide. Williams said 
there was monitoring done 
and the county has several 
areas in which it is in non-
compliance. 

It was on the agenda for 
the board to approve con-
tracted services with Lydia 
Young, who will work with 
the special education teach-
ers and principals in getting 
back into compliance in all 
areas. 

The board approved the 
contract. 

In miscellaneous man-
agement, the board ap-
proved: 

• hiring Doug Clemons 
with Education Consulting 
Team, LLC, for Clerk of the 
Works mentoring and assis-
tance for Duane Gibson. 

• to pursue a JROTC pro-
gram at PCHS. 

• to post and hire summer 
groundskeepers. 

• to post and hire student 
workers to assist with paint-
ing and groundskeeping. 

In personnel manage-
ment, the board approved: 

•  employment of Duane 
Williams, as teacher of fifth 
grade at Marlinton Elemen-
tary School, effective for 
the 2025-2026 school year, 
for 200 days.  

• requested transfer of 
Darlene Arbogast from tea-
cher of special education/ 

BOE discusses plans for 
renovations, intervention

see BOE pg 5

see Bid pg 5

see Option pg 5
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Captain Jean-Luc Picard: 
The economics of the future 
are somewhat different. You 
see, money doesn’t exist in 
the 24th century. 

Lily Sloane: No money? 
You mean you don’t get 
paid? 

Captain Jean-Luc Picard: 
The acquisition of wealth is 
no longer the driving force in 
our lives. We work to better 
ourselves and the rest of hu-
manity. 

 

This exchange – which 
occurs about midway 
through the film Star 

Trek: First Contact – sums 
up why I prefer Star Trek to 
Star Wars. (Trek vs Wars is, 
of course, the nerd equiva-
lent of Beatles vs Stones or 
Nirvana vs Pearl Jam.) 

Star Trek is ‘60s hippie 
utopianism triumphant. The 
bridge of the Enterprise is a 
melting pot of species, races, 
genders and ideologies all 
coming together to engage in 
peaceful exploration. Each 
member of the crew is moti-
vated by their own passions, 
both on and off the bridge. 
Crew members’ hobbies in-
clude learning musical in-
struments, painting, garden- 
ing, cooking and reading 
classical poetry and litera-

ture. 
They’re able to pursue a 

life of exploration and the 
arts because much of life’s 
drudgery is performed by 
machines. 

Replicators provide food 
and freshly laundered uni-
forms. Robots build star-
ships. Nanobots repair dam- 
aged cells and deliver be-
spoke cures for diseases. 

Freed from material 
wants, the people of the Fed-
eration spend their time ex-

ploring strange new worlds, 
seeking out new life and new 
civilizations and boldly 
going where no one has gone 
before. 

While I doubt that the ac-
tual world will move past 
scarcity – and thus the need 
for money – in the next 300 
years, it’s absolutely the state 
we should be trying to bring 
about. 

That’s why I find the use 
of machines – specifically 
the new generation of artifi-
cial intelligence, or AI – to 
make art so puzzling. 

Sam Altman – founder of 
OpenAI, the company be-
hind ChatGPT – says that AI 
is “democratizing” art, by al-
lowing people of “differen-
tial abilities” to create it. 

AI has certainly enabled 
more people to create stuff. 

Social media is overrun 
with AI-generated images 
and memes. An Amazon 
search for books authored by 

ChatGPT turned up 400 
pages of results. That’s just 
from people honest enough 
to list AI as a co-author! 

The hype for AI-generated 
art is so intense – particu-
larly on Twitter (aka, X) – 
that its boosters have their 
own nickname – AI art bros. 

Involving AI in art is a 
step in the wrong direction. 
As one novelist quipped, “I 
want AI to do my laundry 
and dishes so that I can do 
art and writing, not for AI to 
do my art and writing so that 
I can do my laundry and 
dishes.” 

Full disclosure: that same 

The Third Man Factor 
“Don’t get your  

knickers in a twist” 
 

If not for a seismic tremor, 
Andy would have cross-
ed the traverse without a 

hitch. As it were, he was 
halfway across the steep 
rock face when an avalanche 
from above swept him down 
the mountainside and into a 
deep crevasse. 

A few days earlier, Andy 
announced to his fiancée, 
Katy, that he was going to 
solo the North Face route on 
the Grand Teton; one he had 
climbed many times before 
with climbing partners. 

Andy knew that Katy dis-
approved of his plans to 
climb such a demanding 
route without a partner. It 
didn’t sway Katy’s opinion 
when he told her that he had 
climbed the North Face route 
so many times he knew by 
rote every move to the sum-

mit—a flagrant exaggeration 
to be sure, as Katy knew that 
the North Face Route held 
many dangers from rockfall 
to its notorious wet surfaces. 

Katy was an excellent 

climber in her own right; her 
numerous “first ascents” of 
extreme routes earned her 
the title of elite rock climber. 
But after Katy’s sister, 
Emily, was killed in 2014 on 
K2 in the Karakoram Range, 
she decided to abstain from 
climbing any alpine routes. 

Katy just shrugged her 
shoulders in resignation; she 
knew that once Andy made 
up his mind to do something, 
any further protests were in 
vain. 

Andy heard the roar of the 
snow above as it picked up 
speed and volume before it 
lifted him up and carried him 

like a rag doll a hundred 
yards or so down the moun-
tain before depositing him in 
a crevasse. Andy landed flat 
on his back on an icy ledge 
with a thud, abruptly halting 
his fall. Fortunately, his 
pack, containing a sleeping 
bag and a rappelling rope, 
absorbed much of the im-
pact. 

Wilderness Medical Train-
ing courses are a necessity 
for anyone climbing in the 
backcountry, so Andy began 
a thorough check of his body 
to determine if he had sus-
tained any injuries. He felt 

By Ben Simmons  
 

Snowshoe Mountain 
will be buzzing this 
weekend as the 

mountain top resort hosts 
its annual Blues and Brews 
Festival Friday and Satur-
day. Guests can enjoy cold 
beers, amazing music and 
some of the most beautiful 
scenery West Virginia has 
to offer – all while cele-
brating Miller Lite Beer’s 
50th Anniversary.  

The good times get 
rolling on Friday at 7 p.m. 
with the Alex Lopez Band. 
Lopez plays traditional 
blues that honors the 
founding fathers yet creates 
tunes that moves the genre 
into the future.  

Following Lopez, Aus-
tralian guitarist Taj Farrant 
is set to rock the stage at 
8:45 p.m. Farrant is sure to 
wow the audience with his 

impressive guitar covers 
and original compositions. 
He gained popularity 
through his social media 
platform and has a wide 
following around the 
world.  

The brews get flowing 
again Saturday at 5 p.m. 
South Florida’s Jake 
Walden band will take the 
stage and give the audience 
a powerful taste of blues 
rock that draws from leg-
ends such as Stevie Ray 
Vaughn, Eric Clapton and 
Warren Hayes.  

The evening will rock 
into the sunset with Robert 
Jon and the Wreck per-
forming at 7 p.m. The 
Southern California band 
has been captivating audi-
ences since it began in 
2011 with its mix of south-
ern rock sounds infused 
with a modern edge.  

3rd ANNUAL FIRST FRIDAY 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BLOCK PARTY

3rd ANNUAL FIRST FRIDAY 
   BLOCK PARTY 

Friday, August 1 | 4 - 7 p.m. 
Discovery Junction, Marlinton
Giant Inflatables • Yard Games  

Hot Dogs • Drinks •  Snow Cones   
Cotton Candy 

DJ Brandon Kerr and some       
Rockin’ Tunes! Prizes for all! 

 

JOIN US FOR FOR SOME 
FREE FAMILY FUN TIME! 

        Free cotton candy, snow cones and             
other food will be provided.  

Bonus Pocahontas County Farmers Market open, too!
Hosted by the Pocahontas County Family Support Center and the 

Family Resource Network, in collaboration with our wonderful              
partners in the community, including DariLand, The Town of             

Marlinton, Parks and Recreation, private donors and so many more.

Backpack 
Give-Away

 Saturday,  
            July 26, 

               11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Gazebo Park in Marlinton

Sponsored by Kidz Closet, First Baptist Church, 
Huntersville. 

Questions? Call 304-799-4099 and leave a message                   
for Jessica Bailey or Anita Hall. 

RAIN DATE: SATURDAY, AUG. 2 - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

RRON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
• Complete Tree Care and Removal

• Lot Clearing • Rights-of-Way
• Stump Grinding

WV 2226-1961

304-799-2476
Cell: 681-298-0556
rrk24954@yahoo.com Since 1991

Veteran and Senior Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

Lowest prices of the year 
on all in-stock flooring! 

Installation available!

Carpet & Furniture Center 
2829 Beverly Pike - on the 5-lane 

Elkins • 304-636-6862 
Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Home of the 100 Recliners!

Manual and Power Recliners  

starting at
 
$399

American Made 
Recliners and Lift Chairs 

 In Stock NOW!A Blast from the Past
Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

For Your 
ConsiderationKen Springer

TRIVIA  
– a little         

something to 
think about

Reason and Romanticism
by Joe Miller

Soap… 
May do… 
For lads with fuzz… 
But sir, you ain’t… 
The kid you wuz. 
Burma-Shave 
 
Just this once… 
And just for fun… 
We’ll let you… 
Finish… 
What we’ve begun.

1. At what Ohio university 
were four students shot to 
death during a 1970 anti-war 
demonstration? 

2. Who was the first West-
ern explorer to reach China? 

3. What European conflict 
lasted 116 years? 

4. Who was the first 
American to orbit the Earth?

Blues and Brews and 
more at Snowshoe ~ 
July 25-27

see Blues pg 9

GRAND TETON NORTH Face, photo courtesy of Summitpost.org

see Your pg 8

see Reason pg 9



OPERA HOUSE 
The Children’s Theatre 

Camp will present “Black 
Beard the Pirate” Friday, 
July 25, at 5 p.m. and Satur-
day, July 26, at 2 p.m.  

 
PUBLIC NOTICE   

Red Cross Bloodmobile 
Tuesday, August 5, noon to  
6 p.m. at the Community 
Wellness Center. To sched-
ule an appointment, call 1-
800-733-2767 or visit 
redcrossblood.org 

Testing for Amateur 
Radio licenses including 
upgrades will be held Tues-
day, August 12, at 7 p.m. at 
the Cass Firehouse.  All test 
levels will be offered free of 
charge. Sponsored by Laurel 
Volunteer Examiner Coordi-
nators and facilitated by 8 
Rivers Amateur Radio Club.  

Pocahontas Producers 
will not have a livestock 
sale in July or August. Sales 
will resume in September. 
Customers will receive post-
cards with the upcoming Fall 
Sale Schedule. 

 Contact the WVU Exten-
sion Office at 304-799-4852 
for more information. 

Kevin Cox MD has 
closed his ophthalmology 
office in Elkins. Patient 
records can be sent electron-
ically to a new provider. Call 
304-636-4021 for more in-
formation. 

 
EVENTS 

FREE Community Din-
ner, Thursday, July 24, 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at Marlinton Pres-
byterian Church. Sponsored 
by area churches and com-
munity volunteers. 

Guided tours of Cran-
berry Glades Friday, July 
25. Meet at Cranberry 
Mountain Nature Center at 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for tours 

and celebrate Smokey Bear’s 
81st birthday with birthday 
cake and some Smokey 
swag. 

Treasure on the Moun-
tain, Saturday, August 2, on 
Snowshoe Mountain. Enter 
for a chance to win more 
than $300,000 in prizes in-
cluding cars, vacations, cam-
pers, cash and more all while 
raising money for the Snow-
shoe Foundation.  

The Fort Warwick Proj-
ect, Saturday, August 9,        
1 p.m. at Hillsboro Library. 
Light Refreshments. His-
tory- Artifacts- Personalities, 
with presenter Bob Sheets.       
       

REUNIONS 
Schoolcraft/Auldridge 

Saturday, July 26, at Watoga 
State Park picnic shelter, 
noon to 4 p.m. Contact  jan 
icegurley41@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Charles J. and Ora 
Thompson Sharp Family – 
2658 Brownsburg Road, 
Sharp Pavilion. Friday – 
Sunday, July 25 – 27. Fam-
ily and friends welcome. 

Wilfong Family – Satur-
day, August 2, 11 a.m. at 
Stillwell Park. Bring a cov-
ered dish and your own 
drinks. 

Ryder Family – Saturday, 
August 9, noon, Stillwell 
Park large pavilion. Covered 
dish. Everyone welcome. 

PCHS Class of 1975, Sat-
urday, September 27, 6 p.m. 
at Allegheny Lodge. For 
more information or to 
RSVP, call or text 304-646-
6686. 

 
MEETINGS 

Pocahontas County 
Solid Waste Authority spe-
cial meeting Monday, July 
28, 1 p.m. at the courthouse 
to discuss the future of the  

county solid waste program. 
Pocahontas County 

Solid Waste Authority reg-
ular meeting Wednesday, 
July 30, 7 p.m. at the court-
house. 

WV Prayer Alliance 
Thursday, August 21, 6:30 
p.m. at the Community Well-
ness Center in Marlinton. We 
meet to pray for revival, the 
community and the country.  

Open Sew with Library 
Quilters of Marlinton, first 
Monday of each month 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClintic 
Library. Note time change. 
Everyone welcome. 

 
LIBRARY EVENTS  

“Color Our World” 
four-week summer reading 
program at Pocahontas 
County Libraries. Events 
on Mondays at McClintic, 
Tuesdays at Hillsboro, Wed-
nesdays at Green Bank, 
Thursdays at Linwood, Fri-
days at Durbin. Contact your 
branch to register. 

Linwood Little Librari-
ans Playgroup Fridays at 
Linwood Library, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m.   

Friday Fun at  Durbin 
Community Library Fri-
days from 4 to 5 p.m. for 
ages three to 10. 

Budding Bookworms 
Playgroup at McClintic 
Public Library Thursdays, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Story 
time and play for children 
five and younger.  

In partnership with Poca-
hontas County Historical 
Society, McClintic Li-

brary welcomed the West 
Virginia History Contest and 
Old-Time Spelling Bee dur-
ing the Pioneer Days cele-
bration in Marlinton, the 
county seat of Pocahontas.  

These events have been 
happening at the Museum in 
Marlinton for more than 45 
years under the direction of 
Dr. Denise McNeel. Over 
the years, the contest 
quizzed on a variety of local 
history knowledge including 
familiarity with the eclectic 
collection of artifacts housed 
in the Museum. In an effort 
to continue this honored tra-
dition, the librarians put their 
heads together to create new 
questions on county and 
state history. We had a great 
time drawing from audio-vi-
sual materials available in 
the libraries as well as our 
vast nonfiction sections. The 
process was humbling as we 
only skimmed the surface of 
information on the shelves 

and shared many utterances 
of “listen to this” and “I did-
n’t know that.”    

The turnout for partici-
pants was unprecedented. 
Air conditioning and the 
inviting environs of the li-
brary were most appreciated 
and made for an evening of 
shared learning and laughter.  

Spelling contestants im-
pressed the crowd and mean-
dered into vocabulary that 
stumped even the hosts. 
Luckily, a dictionary was 
close at hand.   

In the history contests, 
young, older, and even a 
beauty queen stepped up to 
answer questions regarding 

Civilian Conservation Corps 
projects, geological regions 
of our county, inventions, 
legislation and much more! 

Did you know that the 
Rural Route postal delivery 
system was the brain child of 
a West Virginian with the 
first rural delivery taking 
place within the state? Or, 
that the Great Seal of West 
Virginia has a reverse side 
known as the Less Seal?  Of 
course, details won’t be di-
vulged here, but come out 
next year to learn more. Start 
preparing now by visiting 
the libraries’ West Virginia 
sections, stop by McClintic 
Library for a tour of the his-
tory room from our very 
own historian librarian, Pam 
Johnson, and contact the 
Pocahontas County Histori-
cal Society to schedule a tour 
of the Museum in Marlinton.
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Community Calendar

CVB BOARD SEAT OPENING 
The Pocahontas County Convention and Visitors Bureau has an imme-

diate Board of Director seat opening for the Little Levels District to run 
through June 2027. The successful candidate must be a resident of Pocahon-
tas County, WV, and registered to vote in the district they represent and have 
an interest in promoting and developing tourism in Pocahontas County.   
Nominee must be knowledgeable about the specific area they represent and 
must be able to attend monthly board meetings and contribute to commit-
tees on which they serve. This is a volunteer position.  

Those interested may submit a letter of interest including details on the 
applicant’s background, relationship to Pocahontas County tourism industry 
and why they are interested in serving on the PCCVB Board of Directors. 
Individuals may also be nominated by another individual registered to vote 
in Pocahontas County. 

Nomination letters must be received by Thursday, August 14, and the 
applicant must be present at the PCCVB Board of Directors meeting, 
held at the CVB office in Marlinton, on Wednesday, August 20, at 6 p.m. 

Mail nomination letters to: Pocahontas County CVB, PO Box 275, Mar-
linton, WV 24954. Email letters to cfaulknier@pocahontascountywv.com  
For questions, please call 304-799-4636. 

PCHS Class of 2000 
25-Year Class Reunion 
Saturday, August 9 • 6 ‐ 9 p.m. 

Rivertown • 309 Eighth Street, Marlinton 
Taco bar and drinks with DJ Charlan 

Please RSVP by July 26 
gingeruthenry@yahoo.com 

843‐696‐2033 
Adults $25 | Kids $10  

Kids 10 and younger FREE! 

Check our FB event for updates and to RSVP 

see Calendar pg 8
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Vegetable Medley Toss 
2 cups broccoli florets  
2 cups cauliflower florets 
2 cups thinly sliced carrots 
2 Tbsp. butter, melted 
1 Tbsp. lemon pepper sea-

soning  
1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
1 Tbsp. fresh parsley, 

chopped or 1 tsp dried pars-
ley  

Steam the vegetables, cov-
ered for 5 minutes; set aside 
and keep warm.   

Combine melted butter 
and seasonings in a large 
bowl; stir well.  

Add vegetables and toss 
gently to coat. Serves 4-6.   

 
Squash Casserole 

1 medium yellow squash, 
sliced 

1 medium zucchini, sliced 
1 Vidalia onion, thinly 

sliced 
3-4 Roma tomatoes, sliced 
1 cup shredded cheddar 

cheese 
1/2 cup plain bread-

crumbs  
1/2 tsp. salt  
1/2 tsp. dried oregano 
1/2 tsp. dried basil 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder  
Olive oil to drizzle 
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees. In a 9x9 glass baking 
dish, layer 1/2 of the squash, 
onion, zucchini, tomatoes, 
breadcrumbs and cheese.   
Sprinkle with 1/2 of the salt, 
herbs and garlic powder.   
Drizzle with olive oil.   Re-
peat layer.    Drizzle with 
olive oil.   

Cover with foil, bake 40 
minutes.    

Serves 6-8

The Town receives an 
assortment of com-
plaints. They come at 

various times and in numer-
ous ways. In most cases, it 
has to do with individuals 
who refuse to take personal 
responsibility for their ac-
tions. Often issues arise be-
tween people, when one or 
the other shows no respect 
for their neighbors. The 
Town is tasked with dealing 
with situations that violate 
particular ordinances. Ordi-
nance complaints that should 
be straight-forward seem to 
take longer. 

From that standpoint, 
water and sewer issues are 
actually easier to deal with. 
The complaint comes in, and 
the office creates a work-
order and sends someone out 
to identify and correct the 
problem. 

Some complaints come in 
without names or addresses. 
Anonymous complaints are 

a waste of everyone’s time.  
The Town cannot do any-
thing to help until we know 
who you are and where you 
are located. However, since 
we have received a similar 
complaint from those who 
identified themselves, we 
will address another who did 
not identify themselves. The 
following is a response from 
Sam Dunn, CWPO & 
CWWO. It reads as follows:  

Dear Resident,  
I understand your con-

cerns, and I realize that as a 
paying customer you are au-
tomatically going to assume 
the problem is with the water 
and may not consider that 
the problem can actually be 
in the plumbing of your 
home. I assure you the water 
produced and put out of this 
water plant either meets or 
exceeds the Water Quality 
Standards set by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy and the WV Department 

of Health. In fact, I can 
prove every step of the treat-
ment process is documented 
either daily, hourly, and in 
some parameters every 5 
minutes.  

Samples are routinely 
taken from the raw untreated 
water as it enters the plant. 
The finished water is tested 
before in leaves the plant. 
The testing checks for Tur-
bidity, PH, Alkalinity, Hard-
ness and Chlorine. Results 
from these tests are recorded 
and used for calculating the 
disinfection rate and corro-
sive factors of the water. All 
of these results are logged 
and submitted to the WV 
Department of Health in the 
Operational Report at the 
end of each month. In addi-
tion, we are required by the 
Health Department to take 
two (2) Bacteriological sam-
ples a month, quarterly dis-
infection biproduct samples, 
quarterly Total Organic 
Compound sample, and 
yearly samples for Inorgan-
ic/Volatile/Synthetic com-
pounds, Arsenic, and Nitrate/ 
Nitrite.  

Dear Editor, 
My family is not from 

your area, but we were there 
July 9 and 10 for the funeral 
service for my late husband, 
William Donald Howes. 

My husband’s large ex-
tended family lives in the 
area, and he spent all the 
summers of his youth and 
many weekends there.  

We are writing particu-
larly to acknowledge the 
kind, caring volunteers at the 
Dunmore Community Cen-
ter who graciously provided 
an amazing luncheon to 
about 40 of us from Virginia, 
Missouri, Colorado, Florida, 
Iowa, California and Penn-
sylvania, as well as the fam-
ily here in West Virginia. 

Your communities stepped 
up to welcome and comfort 

us in a difficult time and we 
are grateful. 

Sincerely, 
Paula Howes and family 

Haymarket, Virginia 
 

To the Editor: 
Here in Pocahontas Coun-

ty, we are so lucky to have a 
wonderful community radio 
network. Just last week it ran 
a program giving health ad-
vice for diabetics – very im-
portant in our area – as well 
as a warning of potential 
floods due to heavy rain.   
There were discussions on 
solid waste disposal and the 
expansion of broadband in-
ternet. The network also 
covered a County Commis-
sion meeting, local church 
events, a swap shop, and re-
ported live from Durbin 

Days. And I can’t forget 
music: gospel music, coun-
try music, rock, bluegrass, 
music of all sorts. 

By coincidence, last week 
was also when our elected 
representatives in Washing-
ton, Republican Senators 
Capito and Justice, and Re-
publican Representative 
Miller, voted to cut off sup-
port for our radio network. I 
thought that they would have 
their hands full, what with 
slashing funding for public 
schools, throwing people off 
Medicaid, and screwing up 
veterans’ services but no, 
they took out time to stick it 
to rural radio stations. 

The Federal bill for oper-
ations of Allegheny Moun-

Southern States 
Marlinton Co-op 

719 Third Avenue, Marlinton  304-799-6523
WWW.SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

WE ARE        
YOUR HEATING  
HEADQUARTERS

BEST BUY IN JULY! 
Hamer 

Hardwood 
Pellets 
By the ton      

pallet.  
Call for details.

Hamer hardwood  
pellets are made locally in Elkins!  

Single bags also available.

GLADES  
BUILDING SUPPLY 

Marlinton • 304-799-4912

Thinking about a kitchen   
or bathroom remodel?

•All-plywood construction 
•Paint and stain finishes available 

•Custom 3-D project design by appointment 
•Free cabinet delivery to your location! 
•Solid surface countertops in marble,  

granite, quartz  and soapstone available  
to complete your project. 

Call us today – make an appointment  to get your project started!

We proudly offer 
products by:

What’s 
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

By Sam Felton

Marlinton 
Mayor’s Corner

Library Lines
by Hallie Herold, 

Director

see Letters pg 9

see Mayor’s pg 9



The commission also dis-
cussed possible courthouse 
improvements which could 
be implemented with their 
$100,000 Courthouse Facil-
ities Improvement Grant. Is-
sues that were discussed 
included paving the parking 
lot, putting in a parking lot 
on the property they bought 
next to the courthouse, put-
ting a handicapped ramp at 
the front on the courthouse 
near the road, fixing the 
pavement there, replacing 
the gutters on the court-
house, floors in the base-
ment, and carpet. The 
commission took no action 
on the matter, but requested 
estimates to help them deter-
mine which options to pur-
sue. 

In other matters, the com-
mission approved: 

• issuing the WV Goes 
Purple Proclamation, which 
sets September as Recovery 
Awareness and Hope Month. 

• a budget revision and 
resolution for the Unencum-
bered Balance for the current 
year. It was explained that 
the estimated carryover from 
last fiscal year was $1million 
dollars more than they had 
projected, and this revision 
will account for that. 

• a resolution to approve 
the receipt of $22,651 from 

the Court Security Grant, 
and signing the grant docu-
ments,   

• a one-year contract with 
MindEase Solutions for the 
Day Report Center in the 
amount of $29,500 to pro-
vide classes and therapy.  

• Resolution #9 of the 
Thornwood Waterline Ex-
tension Project, which is for 
invoice payments of 
$4,685.75 from that grant. 

• Resolution # 15 of the 
ARC Broadband Grant, 
which authorizes payments 
from that grant of 
$13,678.86 to Frontier Com-
munications to make their 
poles ready for the project, 
and of $991.79, which is an 
administrative payment to 
Region 4.    

• appointments of Pamala 
Burns as the County Resi-
dent Member to the Farm-
land Protection Board, and 

Greg Hamons as the Farmer 
Member of the Greenbrier 
Soil Conservation District. 

• to enter into a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with 
the Rapid Extraction Module 
Group.  

Charles Evans explained 
this is a mutual aid agree-
ment regarding search and 
rescue in the county. 

• contract with Securitech 
LLC for camera surveillance 
systems in the Family Court 
at a cost of $4,219 and in the 
old jail building for 
$13,380.84. The discussion 
for this was held in Execu-
tive Session. 

The commission also went 
into Executive Session to 
discuss the EMS Authority’s 
recommendations for, and 
possible appointment of an 
EMS Director, however took 
no action on this after re-
turning to open session. 

through the SWA. He said 
Allegheny Disposal would 
pay the set tipping fee to use 
the transfer station at the 
landfill, just as any other 
customer would pay.  

Meck discussed why the 
truck-to-truck style of trans-
fer station would be less ex-
pensive and better than the 
compaction style of transfer 
station used in Highland 
County, Virginia, which 
works well there, but would 
not work well here because 
of the amount of trash gener-
ated in Pocahontas County 
compared to Highland 
County – 7,000 tons per year 
here verses 1,600 tons per 
year in Highland County. He 
said the truck-to-truck style 
transfer station he envisions 
would require the purchase 
of less equipment for start-
up, is cleaner, more efficient, 
faster to operate, and is less 
expensive to build than ei-
ther a large generator con-
venience center, a compac- 
tion style transfer station, or 
a tipping floor style transfer 
station.    

Meck said he would build 
it and haul the trash for the 
new transfer station at the 
landfill, while the SWA can 
staff and operate it once it is 
operational.  He showed the 
SWA members a video of a 
truck-to-truck transfer sta-
tion in the western U.S. and 
a diagram of what he is pro-
posing to build. He estimates 
that equipment costs alone of 
the one he is proposing 
would be about $575,000, 
which includes an electric 
garbage crane used to sort 

out big items, a Bobcat S570 
skid steer, and three rein-
forced walking floor trailers. 
The other transfer station 
styles each require over a 
million dollars of additional 
equipment. He said his sta-
tion is also cleaner and more 
efficient because the trash is 
dumped from smaller gar-
bage trucks directly into the 
large tractor trailers which 
will haul it a landfill in an-
other county, while the other 
styles require the trash to be 
moved to a floor or into a 
compactor then moved again 
by excavators into the larger 
trucks.  

Mack said the total cost to 
build and equip his proposed 
transfer station would be a 
little less than $1 million 
dollars, and he could divide 
that up for the SWA to pay 
around $25,000 to $27,000 a 
month for that. Of course, he 
said, that cost does not in-
clude paying the trash haul-
ing or tipping fees at another 
county’s landfill, which 
could be considerably more 
expensive, but would need to 
be paid as part of any trash 
disposal system the SWA de-
cides to use. He also envi-
sions the SWA continuing to 
operate the green box system 
as part of his proposal, with 
the monthly cost for using 

the green boxes needing to 
be raised, as it would under 
any system that is put into 
place. 

He said that the green box 
price structure could be re-
vised perhaps to charge busi-
nesses more than residential 
customers to help keep the 
cost increase to residents as 
low as possible. That is the 
process in some Virginia 
counties.  

Meck believes his pro-
posal will enable the SWA to 
continue trash disposal at as 
low a cost as possible, al-
though, once again, he said 
without a local landfill, those 
costs will have to be signifi-
cantly higher with whatever 
the SWA decides to do. 

The SWA members pres-
ent at the meeting seemed to 
be more open to Meck’s pro-
posal after hearing it and 
seeing it, than they were pre-
viously. However, they have 
yet to make a decision on 
this proposal or on any oth-
ers.  

Meck described the steps 
needed to move forward 
with this as well as the ur-
gent need to get started 
quickly to ensure that com-
munity waste disposal con-
tinues uninterrupted when 
the landfill closes in the fall 
of 2026.
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The Pocahontas County 
Girls  Basketball team 
played several games 

including including Concord 
University and against the  
Nicholas County High 
School Summer League.  

Three of the girls played 
AAU and traveled all over 
the state with their team. 
They are Lexi Burdette, Lexi 
Arbogast and Savanah 
Sharp.  

The last girls game was 
against AA Braxton County 
at Summersville on July 8. 

PCHS won 37 – 30 with 
Lexi Arbogast leading the 
scoring with 12 points; Sa-
vanah Sharp added eight 
points, and Alison Taylor 
had seven points and 11 re-
bounds. 

Adding to the total score 
were Chloe Annett with four 
points, Hayley Goldsberry 
with two and Lexi Burdette 

with three. 
Last season, the girls were 

ranked as high as second in 
the state in Single A and fin-
ished the season with a 15-5 
record. 

The JV team finished with 
a record of 14 – 1. 

The future for the 2025-26 
girls team looks good. 

Corey McNabb coached 
the Summer League. 

John Snyder and Tim Mc-
Clung coach regular season.

Flower Exhibit 
Youth 

Best in Show – Madalynn 
Landis, Lily 

Class 60 – Daisy:  first 
place, Madalynn Landis 

Class 73 – Lily:  first 
place, Madalynn Landis 

Class 75 – Miscellaneous  
– Sunflower: first place, 
Lakyn Dunbrack; second 
place, Madelyn Sheets. 

Class 94 – Wildflower 
Arrangements: first place, 
Lakyn Dunbrack; second 
place, Madelyn Sheets. 

 
Flower Exhibit 

Adult 
Best in Show – Shaylee 

Landis, Lily (Trumpet) 
Division 1 –  
Cut Flowers 

Class 1 – Gerber Daisy: 
first place, Connie Sharp 

Class 2 – Bachelor But-
ton/Corn Flower: first 
place, Pam Moore; second 
place, Charity Morrison 

Class 5 – Hydrangea: first 
place, Rayetta Barnisky 

Class 6 – Marigold: first 
place, Connie Sharp; sec-
ond place, Connie Sharp 

Class 7 –  Pansy: first 
place, Connie Sharp; sec-
ond place, Lindsay Sharp; 
third place, Lindsay Sharp. 

Class 9 –  Snapdragon: 
first place, Patty Felton; 
second place, Rachel Fel-
ton. 

Class 10 – Zinnia: first 
place, Lindsay Sharp; sec-
ond place, Charity Morri-
son; third place, Connie 
Sharp. 

Class 11 –  Miscella-
neous: first place, Susan 
Morrison; second place, 
Pam Moore; third place, 
Melinda Moore. 

Class 13 – Dusty Miller: 
first place, Rachel Felton. 

Class 16 –  Roses: first 

place, Patty Felton. 
Class 18 – Foliage 

Shrub/Evergreen:  first 
place, Clair Rose. 

Division 2 – Bulb or 
Tuberous Flowers 

Class 21 –  Lily (Trum-
pet): first place, Shaylee 
Landis; second place, 
Louise Barnisky. 

Class 22 – Gladiolus: first 
place, Louise Barnisky; sec-
ond place, Peggy McMil-
lion. 

Class 23 – Other/Calla 
Lily: first place, Shaylee 
Landis; second place, 
Rayetta Barnisky. 

Division 3 –  
Potted Plants 

Class 24 – African Vio-
let/Single Bloom:  first 
place, Annette Graham. 

Class 25 – African Vio-
let/Double Bloom: first 
place, Connie Sharp. 

Class 27 – Succulent: 
first place, Rachel Felton 

Division 6 –  
Flower Arrangement 
Class 47 – Domestic Cut: 

first place, Connie Sharp 
Class 48 – Wildflower 

Cut: first place, Pam 
Moore; second place, 
Melinda Moore; third place 
tie, Cathy Mosesso and 
Charity Morrison. 

Class 50 – Dish Garden: 
first place, Rachel Felton. 

Class 52 – Fairy Garden: 
first place, Melinda Moore. 

 
Food Exhibits 

Best in Show –  Pam 
Moore, cupcakes. 

Division 1 – Breads 
Class 1 – Biscuits: first 

place, James Barkley; sec-
ond place, Pam Moore. 

Class 2 –  Loaf Bread: 
first place, Maxine Shearer. 

Class 3 – Muffins: second 
place, Pam Moore. 

Class 4 – Scone/Variation 

Biscuit:  first place, James 
Barkley. 

Division 2 – Cupcakes, 
Cookies and Cakes 

Class 6 – Cupcakes: first 
place, Pam Moore. 

Class 7(d) – Bar Cookies: 
first place, Pam Moore, 
peanut butter bar. 

Class 10 – Special Cake: 
first place, Loretta Irvine. 

Division 3 – Pies 
Class 11(a) – One Crust 

Pie: first place, Loretta 
Irvine, chocolate; second 
place, Loretta Irvine, 
lemon. 

Class 11(b) – Fruit Pies: 
second place, Barbara 
Birchfield. 

Division 4 – Candies 
Class 12 – Fudge: first 

place, Amanda Dean, 
brown sugar; second place, 
Amanda Dean, chocolate. 
Division 5 – Jams, Jellies, 

Preserves, Butters 
Class 13 –  Jam: first 

place, Pam Moore, straw-
berry. 

Class 14 –  Jelly: first 
place, Pam Moore. 

Class 16 – Butters: first 
place, Pam Moore, spice 
peach. 

Division 7 – Canned 
Goods and Pickles 

Class 21 – Canned Veg-
etable: first place, Pam 
Moore, green beans; second 
place, Pam Moore, carrots. 

Class 24(a) – Dill Pick-
les: first place, Barbara 
Birchfield. 

Class 24(b)  – Pickled 
Beets: first place, Pam 
Moore. 

Class 24(c) –  Pickled 
Vegetables: first place, 
Sarah Barkley, mixed veg-
etables; second place tie, 
Rick Barkley, beans and 
Ollie Barkley, ramps; third 
place, Rick Barkley, hot 
pepper/cabbage.

More Pioneer Days Results PCHS girls summer basketball

multi-categorical/autism to 
teacher of CTE business ad-
ministration/management at 
Pocahontas County High 
School, effective for the 
2025-2026 school year. 

• retirement of Scott Kel-
ley as bus driver. 

•  requested transfer of 
Allen Taylor to Scott Kel-
ley’s former bus run. 

• requested transfer of 
Loretta Wayne from secre-
tary II/accountant II to cook 
III at Green Bank Elemen-
tary-Middle School, effec-
tive for the 2025-2026 

school year. 
• employment of Charlie 

Hughes as instructional spe-
cialist for summer school, 
effective July through July 
30. 

The next board meeting is 
Tuesday, August 5, at 6 p.m. 
at the board of education 
conference room in Buck-
eye.

BOE, from 
page 2

Bid, from 
page 2

Option, 
from page 2

The deadline for 
Letters to the  

Editor  
is Monday at noon. 
Writers may use a 
maximum of 600 

words. Letters 
should be  

issue-oriented and 
never personal. 
Send letters to  

jsgraham@poca 
hontastimes.com 

For further  
information,  

please contact  
The Pocahontas 

Times  
at 304-799-4973.

Thank You 
The family of Oleta Dunbrack would like to 

thank everyone for the flowers, food and acts of 
kindness shown at the passing of our mother/ 
grandmother. 

Thank you, Dave Plank and family, for the 
wonderful service and music; Doug Lantz; Mar-
linton Presbyterian Church for the dinner; and 
Jake Workman. Thanks to Pocahontas Center for 
their care. 

God bless all of you.



Donations for the upkeep 
of the following cemeteries 
may be made to: 

Arbovale Cemetery – 
Daniel Solliday, 1754 North 
Fork Loop, Green Bank, 
WV 24944 

Beaver Creek Cemetery 
– Nancy McComb Smith-
son, 641 Violet Road, Mar-
linton, WV 24954 

Bethel Cemetery on 
Back Mountain Road, 
Durbin – Jean Taylor, 13453 
Back Mountain Road, 
Durbin, WV 26264-9012. 

Boyer Cemetery Trust – 
Joan Barkley, 14 Alleghany 
Mountain View Trail, Arbo-
vale, WV 24915 

Bruffey Creek Cemetery 
– Dennis Vaughan, 4108 Lo-
belia Road, Hillsboro, WV 
24946. 

Buckeye Chapel Ceme-
tery – Juanita McNeill, 243 
Waugh/Walnut Street, Mar-
linton, WV 24954. 

Cochran Cemetery – 
Charlotte Alderman, treas-
urer, 63 Farmhouse Lane, 
Marlinton, WV 24954. 

Dunmore Cemetery – 
Greg Pritchard, 15249 
Browns Creek Road, Dun-
more, WV 24934. 

Edray Cemetery – Ben 
Gay, 87 Edray Road, Marlin-
ton, WV 24954. 

Emmanuel Cemetery, 
Bruffeys Creek – Dennis 
Vaughan, 4108 Lobelia 
Road, Hillsboro, WV 24946 

Fairview Cemetery – 
Barbara Campbell, PO Box 
11, Marlinton, WV 24954. 

Grogg Cemetery on Pine 
Grove Road  – Joseph and 
Doris Reed, 26 Lambs Run 
Road, Arbovale, WV 24915. 

Gum Cemetery, Back 
Mountain Road – Alan 
Wright, 14640 Back Moun-
tain Road, Durbin, WV 
26264 

Hill Top Cemetery, Cass 
– Richard Ryder, 707 Chert 
Lane, Beckley, WV 25801 

Kee Cemetery – Tink 
Gum, 713 Spruce Flat Road, 
Buckeye, WV 24924; or 
Mike Hollandsworth, 26 
Lonesome Hollow Lane, 
Marlinton, WV 24954. 

Kellison Cemetery, 
Jacox – Timothy W. Van-
Reenen, 758 Denmar Road, 
Hillsboro, WV 24946.   

McNeel Cemetery – 
Skeeter Workman, 841 Rose 
Road, Hillsboro, WV 24946 

Oak Grove Cemetery – 
Timothy W. VanReenen, 758 
Denmar Road, Hillsboro, 
WV 24946.   

Old Droop Cemetery – 
David B. Cochran, 27192 
Oriole Road, Princess Anne, 

MD 21853. 
Huntersville Cemetery – 

Samuel A. Sheets, 444 
Sheets Lane, Marlinton, WV 
24954;  

Richard Hill Cemetery – 
Mr. Melvin Hill, 1815 Selvin 
Dr. Unit 203, Bel Air, MD 
21015-1693 

Sharp Cemetery on 
Stamping Creek – Donald 
K. Sharp, 2703 Locust Creek 
Road, Hillsboro, WV 24946 

Sunset Cemetery – Lyle 
Ware, 752 Jacox Road, 
Hillsboro, WV 24946 

Wanless Cemetery – 
Margaret Cassell, 4232 Back 
Mountain Road, Cass, WV 
24927. 

Wesley Chapel Ceme-
tery on Galford Run Road 
– Nancy Rexrode, 4949 
Wesley Chapel Road, Green 
Bank, WV 24944. 

Wilfong Cemetery  – Kay 
Wilfong King, 211 Carib-
bean Lane, Marlinton, WV 
24954 

William Sharp, Jr. 
Cemetery, Back Mountain 
Road near Fairview – 
Tommy D. Sharp, 2744 
Brownsburg Road, Marlin-
ton, WV 24954. 

Wilmoth Cemetery, Al-
legheny Mountain, Bartow 
– Bill Kramer, 305 Valley 
Pike, Lexington, Va. 24450

Baby quilts – first place, 
Cheryl Dean, Dragon 
Dreams; and second place 
and Queen’s Choice, Cheryl 
Dean, I Spy. 

Crocheted afghans – first 
and second place, Carole 
Kyle. 

Cross Stitch – Queen’s 
Choice, first, second and 
third place, Carole Kyle. 

Needlepoint – first place, 
Karen Chesek. 

 
Grand Parade results 
Horses – first place, 

Kooper Brock; second place, 
Madalynn Brock; and third 
place, Mike Brock. 

Individual/single vehicle 
division – first place, RJ 
Nelson Memorial; second 
place, Braelynn Peteete Me-

morial/Heart Disease Aware-
ness; and third place, James 
DeHaven Memorial. 

Twirlers – first place, 
Mountain Majorettes; and 
second place, Hometown 
Twirlettes. 

Floats – first place, Hol-
lerin’ Hillbillies. 

Commercial Division – 
first place, F&F Service; 
second place, Mountain 
State Hot Spot; and third 
place, State Farm. 

Antique Cars – first place, 
Danny Blankenship; second 
place, Sherry Howell; and 
third place, Devon George. 

Industrial/Log Truck Divi-
sion –  first place, J&A 
Trucking; second place, 
High Mountain Timber; and 
third place, Woodford Oil. 

Queen’s Choice: tie, Brae-
lynn Peteete Memorial/ 
Heart Disease Awareness 
and James DeHaven Memo-
rial.

Durbin, 
from page 1

Warwick was built in June 
of 1774 during the conflict 
called Lord Dunmore’s War. 
The fort was used through-
out the American Revolu-
tionary War. 

Also included in those 
records was an early census, 
or tax list, that had a list of 
households in the area. 
There were 43 households, 
which could have repre-
sented between four and six 
individuals living in each 
household. 

There were about 18 fam-
ilies that lived in the Fort 
Warwick area and would 
have used the fort for safety. 

The first dig at Fort War-
wick was in 2004 and the 
McBrides have returned 
every couple of years, as 
they get grant funding, to ex-
pand the dig to fully under-
stand the structure and the 
people who built and used 
the fort. 

“I want you to get a sense 
of what is our evidence in 
the ground,” Kim said. “Of 
course, we’re always look-
ing for artifacts, and they’re 
very informative, but the 
main thing that we’re look-
ing for to understand the 
structure of the forts are 
stains in the ground. 

“We’re looking for differ-
ent colors of dirt and also 
different textures,” she 
added. 

As they were digging for 
stains, the excavators came 
across a cellar, a hearth and 
a bastion with stockade 
trenches on either end. But 
those trenches ended 
abruptly, which puzzled the 
McBrides. 

“This is really odd how 
the stockade trench just stops 
right there,” Kim said. “It 
doesn’t match anything we 
have found on other fort 
sites, so Captain Moffett, 
Captain Matthews, they 
were doing some original 
thinking at Warwick’s Fort.” 

The digs continued to re-
veal interesting and odd sec-
tions of the fort and in 2017, 
a circular brown stain was 
found. 

“To be honest with you, 
we’re like, ‘wow, do we 
have a Native American 
house here on this fort 
site?’” Kim said. “We did a 
carbon dating, and it dates to 
the colonial era, so we were 
a little bit confused. Then 
Bob Sheets came to the res-
cue with a combination of 
oral history and documen-
tary.” 

Kim explained that Sheets 
shared a story that was 
passed down through the 

family and was published in 
The Pocahontas Times in 
1934, that the fort was in a 
circular form and the roof 
was covered with sod and 
dirt to prevent fire from the 
enemy. 

“This was really, really in-
teresting to us,” Kim said. 
“Also in 2017, we found a 
little bit more stockade 
trenching at one of the other 
ends of the fort, so this was 
really great progress.” 

With what they had at that 
point, the McBrides thought 
they knew where the section 
bastion would be located, 
but they were in for a shock.  

This fort was unlike any 
other. 

Stephen fast forwarded to 
the dig that was done in 2024 
and shared what was found 
and more importantly, where 
it was found. 

“We had this bastion and 
this stretch, and some funni-
ness up here,” he said, point-
ing to a map. “Then even 
more exciting, we found a 
corner and a gate. We kept 
on doing the track hoe be-
tween those two points and 
found some isolated posts. 
It’s hard to determine whe-
ther these are part of the fort 
or just fence posts. 

“We found these and then 
we expanded a little bit more 
and we got another bastion,” 
he continued. “The southern 
bastion, it’s right along the 
creek. These little stains are 
part of the bastion. Again, it 
kind of comes and goes.” 

What was interesting 
about that bastion is that it 
was not opposite the one 
found earlier. It had a more 
centralized location along 
the south wall of the stock-
ade. 

Although it didn’t entirely 
make sense, the McBrides 
were still excited they finally 
found the second bastion. 

They continued the digs 
and found posts that could 
have been used to fortify the 
forts walls, which would 
have been built differently 
than those found flanking the 
first bastion. Since there 
wasn’t a trench between 
those post holes, they con-
cluded that the walls were 
not uniform. 

They also concluded that 
the fort was built in an L 
shape, which is very unique 
and uncommon. 

“It looked like, in a way, 
there are two halves of the 
fort with this western half 
being somewhat more 
strongly built than the east-
ern half,” Stephen said. “Be-
fore we came back, we were 
just scratching our heads 

with what was going on with 
these discontinuous stockage 
trenches. There were post 
holes in the gaps. We also 
had the building with the cel-
lar and circular structure. 

“We had two good bas-
tions, and we had these two 
different paths of the fort, at 
least, that’s what it looked 
like,” he added. 

Along with the odd shape, 
the fort was also larger than 
most. From east to west, the 
structure is 138 feet, which 
is larger than any other fort 
the McBrides have seen in 
the Greenbrier Valley. The 
north to south was 98 feet, 
which is closer to that of 
other forts. 

Possible explanations for 
the discrepancies is that they 
changed the construction of 
the stockade and didn’t need 
to excavate trenches. It is 
also possible that individual 
buildings were built along 
the stockade wall and that 
would account for the lack of 
trenches between the posts. 

“If you’ve ever been to 
Prickett’s Fort in Marion 
County or Boonesboro in 
Kentucky, there are log cab-
ins that are built along the 
walls and sometimes they 
actually are part of the wall, 
so that’s another possibility,” 
Stephen said. “Or it could be 
a combination of all of 
those.” 

Stephen added that the fort 
could have been built in two 
sections, which would ex-
plain the L shape. 

In 2025, there was another 
revelation – a third bastion. 

“We have three bastions,” 
Stephen said. “They’re not 
in opposite corners. There’s 
a mid-wall. [The third] bas-
tion would have protected a 
wall and also given extra 
protection to people coming 
in the gate. 

“That’s what the fort looks 
like now,” he continued, 
showing the most recent 
map. “It’s kind of rectangu-
loid with an L shape over 
here and again, there’s a 
mystery as to what is in these 
gaps. We don’t know.” 

They will just have to con-
tinue digging to find the rest 
of the puzzle. 

After sharing the discover-
ies about the structure of the 
fort, Stephen shared photos 
of some of the artifacts 
found, including ceramics, 
glass, buttons, pipes and 
more. 

The McBrides also had a 
booklet for attendees that is 
a summary of the history of 
the fort and the work they 
have done thus far with the 
archaeological digs.
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Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
Funeral Chapel and Crematory

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and 
supporting the community since 1928.

Arbovale • 304-456-4277                       Lewisburg • 304-645-2060
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge                  www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

W e’re not
just a

funeral home,
we’re your friends
and neighbors –
and we’re here to
serve you.

Kimble
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service
18942 Seneca Trail North

Marlinton

304-799-2500 
kimblefuneralhome.com

KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.I.C. 
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Lois Ann Beverage 
Lois Ann Barlow Bever-

age, of Marlinton, peacefully 
passed away at her home 
Thursday, July 17, 2025, 
with family by her side. 

Born November 29, 1945, 
she was the daughter of the 
late Ward and Louise Bar-
low. 

Lois Ann never knew a 
stranger and always had a 
door open to her home for 
anyone who wanted to stop 
by for conversation. She was 
selflessly devoted to all in 
her family and gave every 
ounce of her being to ensure 
they were taken care of. Lois 
Ann was active in the school 
system as a cook and fed 
many in Pocahontas County. 
She was famous for her 
beautiful handsewn quilts, 
her salt-rising bread and 
mouthwatering cinnamon 
rolls. If she was coming to 
Thanksgiving dinner, the 
table was never without her 
homemade rolls or bread.  

She was a member of 
Eastern Star, Modern Wood-
men and the church organi-

zations she was affiliated 
with over the years. She 
loved camping and always 
looked forward to sitting 
around a campfire with those 
close to her. She was active 
in 4-H – a proud Delaware – 
and fully embraced Head, 
Heart, Hands and Health. 
Her involvement in 4-H 
spread to her children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren and her mes-
sage of humility, kindness, 
gentleness and compassion 
will be forever remembered. 
Lois Ann was an excellent 
human being and an excep-
tional example to those 
around her. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
brothers, Bob Barlow and 
Richard Barlow; and son, 
Richard Albert Beverage. 

She is survived by her 
beloved husband of 62 years, 
Marvin, and was holding his 
hand throughout her last 
breath. She also leaves be-
hind her son, Gray Beverage, 
of Cass, (Autumn, Melinda 
and Mary); grandsons, Brian 
Robinson, of Fraziers Bot-
tom, (Tara, Olivia, Ava), 
Jason Robinson, of Talbott, 
Tennessee, (Sharon, Lakin, 
Avory, Owen), Coy Bever-
age, of Shepherdstown, Colt 
Beverage and Preston Bever-
age, both of Edray; grand-
daughter, Nebraska Scotchie, 
of Slaty Fork, (Jason, Simon, 
Micah); nephews, Herby 
Barlow, of Edray, (Jennifer, 
Nicole, Grayson), Rick Bar-
low, of Seattle Washington, 
(Steve); and Jeff Barlow, of 
Edray, (Star, Britney, Lynd-
sey); and niece, Tammi Bar-

low, of Edray, (Joni). 
A graveside service will be 

held Sunday, July 27, 2025, 
at 1 p.m. at Cochran Ceme-
tery with Carmen LaRue of-
ficiating. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to Pocahontas County 4-H 
Foundation, 900 E 10th Av-
enue, Marlinton, WV 24954. 

Arrangements are being 
handled by VanReenen Fu-
neral Home. 

Shawn Dunbrack 
Shawn Dunbrack, 56, of 

Marlinton, passed away Sat-
urday, July 19, 2025, after a 
courageous battle with col-
orectal cancer.  

Born January 26, 1969, he 
was the son of Tom and Pat 
Dunbrack, of Marlinton. 

 Shawn spent his life in 
Marlinton. 

He attended Marlinton 
schools and graduated from 
Pocahontas County High 
School in 1987. He worked 
as Director of Operations for 
Burns Motor Freight for 23 
years before serving as 
911/OEM Director of Poca-
hontas County from 2011 to 
2015. Shawn then briefly 
served as EMS Chief for 

Pocahontas Memorial Hos-
pital before becoming Re-
gional Liaison Officer for the 
West Virginia Department of 
Homeland Security, a posi-
tion he held from September 
2015 until his passing. As a 
Regional Liaison, Shawn 
served 10 counties across 
northeastern West Virginia. 

Shawn was a dedicated 
volunteer firefighter and 
EMT with Marlinton Fire-
Rescue from 1984 to 2012, 
retiring at the rank of EMS 
Captain.  

His passion for public 
service and helping those in 
need was evident throughout 
his career. 

Shawn married Karen 
Maddy Kiner on April 12, 
2002. 

In addition to his parents,   
he is survived by his wife 
and their children, Derek 
Kiner, and wife, Rachel, of 
Martinsburg, and David 
Kiner, and partner, Muriah 
Nutter, of Spencer; and Ally 
Dunbrack Arrington, and 
husband, Evan, of Morgan-
town; and two grandsons, 
Ezekiel and Zayne Arring-
ton. 

Funeral service was held 
Tuesday July 22, 2025, at 
Trinity Baptist Church, in 
Buckeye with Pastor John 
Paul Burks officiating. Inter-
ment was in Mountain View 
Cemetery.  

Alderson Funeral Services 
and Smathers Funeral Chapel 
is honored to care for 
Shawn’s family during their 
great time of need. 

Online condolences may  
be shared at .smathersfuner 
alchapelinc.com 

 
Timothy Mann 

Timothy Ray Mann, 63, of 
Scott Depot, passed away 
Tuesday, July 15, 2025, at 
Hubbard Hospice House in 
Charleston. 

Born July 16, 1961, at 
Marlinton, he was a son of 
Barbara Annalee Sutton 
Mann, of St. Albans, and the 
late Ray Junior Mann. 

Tim was a Veteran, having 
served in the U.S. Marines. 
He worked as a heavy equip-
ment operator and an over-
the-road truck driver. 

On July 6, 1999, he mar-
ried Teliesa Louise Jones 
Mann, who survives. 

In addition to his father, he 
was preceded in death by a 
sister, Judith Ann Wanless; 
and a stepdaughter. 

In addition to his wife and 
mother, he is survived by a 
daughter,  Rae Marie Boyd, 
and husband, Zack, of Madi-
son; sisters, Tammy Frances 
Carper, of Marlinton, and 
Cynthia Leigh Fields of 
Summersville; brother, 
Michael Burke Mann, of St. 
Albans; and three grandchil-
dren, Ryah, Mackenna and 
Ella 

A graveside service will be 
held Thursday, July 24, 
2025, at Beaver Creek Cem-
etery with Richard Wanless 
II officiating. 

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
kimblefuneralhome.com 

Funeral arrangements are 
entrusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Marlinton.  

 
Jane Sharp 
Memorial  

Jane Rutledge Jessee 
Sharp passed away Tuesday, 
January 14, 2025, at the age 
of 83.  On Saturday, August 
16, 2025, we will remember 
and celebrate a life full of 
love, creativity and adven-
ture, according to her spe-
cific wishes.   

Jane asked that there be no 
formal service.  Rather, she 
asked that family and friends 
be given the opportunity to 
quietly remember their time 
with her while her favorite 
music plays.   

From 1 to 3 p.m., the urn 
containing her ashes will lie 
in front of the altar of the 
Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church as the music of 
Bach, Pachelbel, Handel, 
Brahms and Mendelssohn 
plays.  All are welcome to 
visit at any time during the 
two hours and stay as long as 
you would like.  Refresh-
ments will be available. 

Following the time of re-
membrance at the church, 
we will visit several loca-
tions around Marlinton of 
particular importance to 
Jane.  All are welcome to 
join us for this trek, as well.

Obituaries
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Thursday, July 26, 1900 
 
We now come to the be-

ginning of the 20th century, 
but to fully understand the 
events transpiring in the first 
part of that century we must 
consider the cause which led 
up to them. We therefore re-
view part of the history of 
the 19th century. 

Learning became general; 
all classes of people could 
and did read; the newspapers 
became very cheap; all men 
could afford it and became 
enlightened. The railroad 
and the telegraph penetrated 
every part of the country. 
There were no rural commu-
nitas shut in from the evil in-
fluences of the cities – all 
classes became in a manner 
urban. The Bible was uni-
versally read. All men pre-
tended to follow its teaching 
of the brotherhood of man 
and the fatherhood of God 
therein inculcated was at 
variance with the practice of 
so-called Christianity. 

The great civil war of se-
cession had been fought. The 
North was for years domi-
nant in the nation’s politics. 
The Republican party tri-
umphed in almost every na-
tional election, and its 
doctrine of protection be-
came the policy of the na-
tion. 

This policy was a form of 
socialism, which by means 
of a prohibitive tariff kept 
out foreign competition in 
certain lines of manufacture. 
This led to the investment of 
capital in those lines to such 
an extent that those indus-
tries would soon have fallen 
to their natural productive 
capacity. But to crush out 
competition, those who were 
engaged in the protected in-
dustries inaugurated a form 
of socialism, called trusts, 
which crushed out competi-
tion and regulated wages and 
controlled the prices of both 
raw and manufactured mate-
rials... 

 

LOCAL ITEMS 
Why mow with an old 

rusty scythe when you can 
get the best scythe that is 
made for 88¢ and the patent 
snaths for 60¢; also hay 
rakes for 18¢ at A. Harrison 
& Co. 

- - - 
A party of about 20 young 

ladies and gentlemen from 
Marlinton went to the Mead-
ows of Williams River 
Thursday on a fishing excur-
sion and returned Friday. 
Mrs. B. M. Yeager accompa-
nied the party. 

- - - 
Miss Zoe Irvine, daughter 

of Captain William Irvine, 
one of Marlinton’s charming 
young ladies fell out of an 
apple tree last Monday 
morning breaking one of the 
bones in her leg below the 
knee. Dr. Price reduced the 
fracture, and she is doing as 
well as could be expected. 

- - - 
One of the sensations of 

the day occurs when a blast 
is set off to displace material 
for grading the railroad. A 
hole 10 or 12 feet is bored on 
the hillside, a half bushel of 
powder poured in and 
rammed, a signal is given 
and the fuse ignited.  

For five or 10 minutes 
there is breathless expec-
tancy. Something subter-
ranean and invisible at 
length seems to give a 
hoarse grunt and hump its 
back. Thereupon many tons 
of earth are displayed and 
slide down ready for the 
carts, and that is about all 
there is of it. 

 
TRAVELERS REPOSE 
We have been having 

some fine rains for the past 
few days which was badly 
needed. 

Mrs. Walter Bird and Miss 
Maud McLaughlin, of Hunt-
ersville, have been visiting 
in this neighborhood for the 
past week. 

Thursday, July 24, 1975 
 

STATE  
MINIMUM WAGE 

Effective July 1, 1975, 
employers covered by West 
Virginia’s minimum wage 
law must pay their workers 
$2 per hour and overtime 
pay after 44 hours in a single 
work week. The law applies 
to businesses employing six 
or more full-time employees 
at one location with gross 
annual business of $250,000 
or less. 

 
Forest Festival Princess 
Genevieve Anne Mitchell, 

19, of Marlinton, has been 
named a princess for the 
39th Annual Mountain State 
Forest Festival to be held in 
Elkins in October. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Reid Mitchell, of Marlinton. 

 
Class of 1925  

The Edray District High 
School Class of 1925 met for 
their 50-year reunion July 
11, 1975. Thirteen of the 17 
surviving class of 29 stu-
dents were present at a din-
ner held at the home of Mrs. 
Walter Shafer on Jerico 
Road. 

In order to attend high 
school in the early 20s, 
young people who lived in 
the country found trans-
portation a problem. Roads 
were bad. There were no 
school buses and very few 
cars. Livery stable service 
was available and a few rode 
horseback. 

Others walked as long as 
weather permitted, and some 
rode the train. Many homes 
in Marlinton provided room 
and board for students and 
some paid for it by working  
in the homes. Attending high 
school was a privilege not to 

be taken lightly. 
Two of the former teach-

ers, Mrs. Mary Frances 
Overholt and Mrs. Mildred 
Yeager Seagraves, joined the 
students at the dinner. 

Members of the class at-
tending were, Jake McClure, 
of Charleston, Jack Richard-
son, of Lewisburg, Juanita 
Shinaberry Dilley, of Stony 
Bottom, Ruby Barlow 
Cochran of Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, Mary M. Price Bar-
low, of Marlinton, Betsy 
Price Green, of Richmond, 
Virginia, Francis E. “Bus” 
Smith, of Hot Springs, North 
Carolina, Madge Eskridge 
Shepherd, of Covington, 
Virginia, Frances O’Farrell, 
Trainer, of Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia, Frances Hill Bank-
head, of Elkins, Erma 
McCarty Johnson, of Mar-
linton, Beulah Palmer John-
son, of Marlinton, and Ward 
M. Sharp of Russell, Penn-
sylvania. 

Letters were read from 
three other class members: 
Joe C. Graves, of Detroit, 
Michigan, Mary Kenney 
Shaw, of St. Petersburg, 
Florida, and Ethel Hannah 
High, of Mustoe, Virginia. 
Lilyan Wiley Breakwell, of 
Palo Alto, California, was 
also a member of this class. 

 
WEDDING 

Wedding vows were ex-
changed by Miss Debrah 
Lynn Mace and William Ray 
Umstot on May 17. The dou-
ble ring ceremony was per-
formed in the Wesley Chapel 
United Methodist Church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Mace, 
of Short Gap, are the parents 
of the bride. The bridegroom 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Umstot, of Keyser. 

Thursday, July 23, 1925 
 

OVER ON 
CRANBERRY 

Last week I went to the 
Glades of Cranberry River. 
The orchids were in bloom. 
It was a wonderful sight. 
Acres and acres of soft pink 
flowers on a carpet of moss. 
I came back full of skeeter 
bites, bog water and enthusi-
asm and strength renewed.  

In my time, I have had 
many a camping trip in the 
glades. I have always carried 
a gun or a fishing pole. In the 
days before the game laws, I 
usually took both. This time 
I had neither hook and line 
nor gun. It was the best trip 
in the woods I ever had. I 
learned a lot about plants and 
flowers, birds and bugs, but 
the most I learned is that 
after a life in the woods, I am 
densely ignorant of the 
works of creation. My spirit 
is chastened, my heart con-
trite and humble, and an in-
ferior complex is painfully 
apparent... 

I will not write anything 
about the trip home. We ex-
pected to return by way of 

the High Rocks above 
Stamping Creek, but the last 
person there must have mis-
placed them, as they were 
not where we expected to 
find them. 

 
NAZARENES 

The Nazarene Tent meet-
ing at Marlinton closed last 
Wednesday night. There 
were more than 130 conver-
sions. The evangelists both 
endeared themselves to the 
town and community. The 
result of the meeting was the 
organization of a Nazarene 
Church with 48 members. A 
beautiful corner lot on Court 
Street has been purchased 
for the erection of a church. 
The pastor from Woodrow is 
supplying the new church 
until the arrival of the per-
manent pastor, which will be 
about the middle of Septem-
ber. The new church coming 
to town will be an asset to 
the entire community.  

 
GREENBRIER 

VALLEY 
Having just returned from 

a 10-day sojourn in the beau-
tiful and historic Greenbrier 

Valley, I thought some of 
your readers might be inter-
ested in a few observations 
of a traveler. While it seems 
away over east of the moun-
tain, you can eat breakfast in 
Fairmont, dinner in Elkins 
and supper in Ronceverte 
and enjoy a day of delightful 
sightseeing. From Elkins to 
Durbin is wild enough for 
the most ardent lover of ma-
jestic grandeur; and the 100 
miles from Durbin to Ron-
ceverte is a vale of surpass-
ing beauty, with a new vista 
at every one of the thousand 
turns in the road. Road, 
mountain, peak and wooded 
slope, towns and villages 
and fertile fields and stately 
homes. 

Marlinton, the county seat 
of Pocahontas County, is sit-
uated on a pretty little plain 
at the confluence of Knapps 
Creek with the Greenbrier 
River. While there are only 
about 2,000 persons living 
there now, there is ample 
room for a city of 10,000 
population, all on perfectly 
level ground. They have 
splendid grade and high 
school buildings, many 
beautiful homes and at least 
two fine churches, one of 
them costing $75,000... 

While in Marlinton, I was 
a dinner guest in the home of 
Editor Price of The Poca-

hontas Times and his de-
lightful family. The office of 
the Times is a veritable mu-
seum of pioneer relics. Here 
is the finest private collec-
tion of arrow heads, spear-
heads, axes, pottery and 
other Indian artifacts that I 
have seen anywhere. There 
are some interesting geolog-
ical formations in this re-
gion. There are mountains of 
solid limestone from 500 to 
1,000 feet high, and moun-
tains not far away in which 
there is no limestone at all. 
The uplands around Hills-
boro are a beautiful and fer-
tile farming plateau, while 
Droop Mountain, of solid 
limestone, lifts its head 
above the clouds 2,000 feet 
from the river at its base. I 
stopped to rest awhile in the 
very lap of old Droop and eat 
a fine dinner of stewed 
chicken, honey and biscuits. 
(Don’t tell this to Larry 
Boggs.) 

There are springs issuing 
from some of these lime-
stone mountains large 
enough to turn a mill wheel. 
One spring, near Buckeye, 
issues from a cave in which 
there are plenty of brook 
trout, and a mile below the 
spring is an old mill that 
used to be run by the stream 
from this and a smaller 

Thursday, July 27, 1950 
 

LOCAL MENTION 
Rev. J. C. McLaughlin and 

son, William, of Keyser, are 
camping at the Buckley 
Rocks, on their annual fish-
ing trip. William is headed 
for Germany this fall. 

- - - 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe McKen-

ney, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Skaggs and Miss Norma Sue 
McKenney were in Beckley 
Sunday. 

- - - 
Mrs. Lura M. Brill and Mr. 

and Mrs. Charles Edward 
McElwee were in Charleston 
last Thursday. 

- - - 
Little Miss Wenona Shue 

successfully underwent a 
tonsillectomy Thursday at 
the Grace Hospital in Rich-
mond, Virginia. Miss Shue is 

vacationing with relatives in 
Richmond. 

- - - 
The Busy Beavers 4-H 

Club and their leader, Mrs. 
Dewey Burr, enjoyed a 
wiener roast at Watoga State 
Park last Monday night. Lil 
Dawson was with them. 
Everyone had a nice time. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL  
PLACEMENTS 

Green Bank: Virgil B. 
Harris, Principal; Verna 
Dean Sheets, W. E. Black-
hurst, Rosemary Coyner, 
John Townsend, A. S. Hill, 
Charles R. McElwee, Harold 
C. Mouser, Minnie B. Parg, 
Flora Lee Post, June Riley, 
David W. Smith, Raymond 
L. Swadley. 

Hillsboro: Edmond J. 
Fogg, Principal. Virginia 
Callison, Mary Louise 

Dolinger, LeeRoy P. Hanna, 
LeRoy D. Jeffreys, Hattie J. 
Sheets, Ida Gay Hiner, 
Thelma W. Weber, Bennett 
Stump. 

Marlinton: H. A. Yeager, 
Principal; Emery L. Ander-
son, Jr., Priscilla Collins, 
Joan Sharp Bell, Leslie 
Gehauf, Leeta B. Killings-
worth, Edith May, Orr Lee 
McMann, Alice McClintic 
Moore, Charles Edward 
McElwee, Pauline Reynolds, 
Glenna Sharp Moses, Anna 
Madge Shiffler, Mary Sk-
aggs, Helen Smith, Peggy 
Smith, Juanita Spencer, John 
V. White, Sam Brill. 

 
FIELD NOTES 

Reports of a mysterious 
animal which recently killed 
a 200-pound calf in Webster 
County have been received 
by the conservation commis-
sion from Conservation Of-
ficers Hilleary, Greagory and 
H. H. Meador, who investi-
gated the killing.  

The calf was killed, they 
said, on the farm of Tom 
John near the head of Camp 

Run. The only marks on it 
were claw marks on the back 
and hips and a hole eaten in 
its stomach. No tracks could 
be found, but on a rail fence 
where the predator appar-
ently left the field were claw 
marks. The killer almost cer-
tainly was not a bear, bobcat 
or dog, said the officers but 
was a member of the cat 
family. Old timers in the area 
were quoted as saying it was 
a panther, and, with this con-
clusion, Meador was in-
clined to agree. 

- - - 
Hobert Pyles, of Seebert, 

had the unusual experience 
of catching a couple of 
minks at the same time in 
one steel trap. Each was 
caught by a front foot. The 
minks had been in the trap 
only a few minutes when 
found. The Pyles family had 
been losing a lot of chickens, 
so Mr. Pyles made a blind set 
beside a wire fence, where 
he had an idea the varmints 
would travel. 

100-Years-Ago
in The Pocahontas Times
Calvin W. Price, Editor

Fifty Years
Ago

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

Students and their teacher in front of the Underwood School on Beaver Creek near Huntersville, West Virginia. 
According to the sign, this photograph was taken on November 13, 1916. 
 
1st Row, L-R: Amy Pyles, Crystal Pyles, Ottie Wanless, Hubert Porterfield, Norman Wanless, Oliver Under-
wood, Estelle Wanless.                     
 
2nd Row, L-R: Elma Underwood, Glen Pyles, Oakie Porterfield, Lois Kellison, Charlie Porterfield, Dennis Un-
derwood, Lula Underwood, Grace Porterfield, Origin Underwood.                              
 
3rd Row, L-R: Delsie Underwood, Leo Underwood, Denver Underwood, Merle Pyles, Earl Kellison, Selma 
Kellison, Nettie Gaylor, Earl Wanless, Woods Gaylor, Odel Underwood, Merritt Kellison.    
 
The teacher, Frank Totten, is standing in the back.  (Pocahontas County Historical Society Collection, Photo 
courtesy of Nettie Gaylor; ID: PHS002280) 
 
Access the “Preserving Pocahontas” Digital Library at pocahontaspreservation.org/omeka or preservingpoca 
hontas.org  
 
If you have historical records or photographs to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preser-
vation Officer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org  Prints of pho-
tographs are available. 

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

Underwood School on Beaver Creek - 1916

Footsteps through History  
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that he may have broken a 
rib, but the only other pain 
was in his right ankle, not a 
good omen for climbing out 
of the crevasse. 

Andy managed to get him-
self in a sitting position with 
his back against the wall, his 
feet dangling over the ledge. 
He knew this position was 
insecure, so he dug some 
pitons out of his pack. 
Climbers rarely used them 
anymore, but he kept a few 
Lost Arrow pitons for just 
such an emergency. 

Just above his head was a 
thin horizontal crack that 
would accommodate the 
knife blade piton, but he 
would have to stand up on 
the sloping icy ledge to 
pound it in, and that meant 
digging his crampons out of 
the pack and getting them on 
his boots with an ankle that 
was swelling ever larger by 
the minute. 

Andy could hear water 
rushing far below him; he 
knew that if he fell off the 
ledge, he would surely die. 
He also knew that his origi-
nal plan was to camp for a 
couple of nights on the 
Upper Saddle after summit-
ing the Grand Teton and rap-
pelling down the Owen’s 
Spalding route. That meant 
no one would be searching 
for him for a few days, so if 
Andy were to survive his or-
deal, he would have to get 
out of the crevasse on his 
own. 

It took Andy nearly an 
hour to attach the crampons 
to his boots, all the while 
sliding around on his perch. 
Once the crampons were on, 
he hung his ice hammer and 
piton around his neck on a 
short lanyard. He looked 
around and peeked over the 
ledge ever so carefully and 
set his uninjured foot on the 
ledge, the points sticking 
hard to the ice. 

Andy placed his right boot 
on the ledge a foot or so 
from the other boot. He an-
ticipated a lot of pain when 
he stood up, and he wasn’t 
wrong. 

Before committing to 
standing, Andy drove the 
blade of his ice axe into a 
frozen rivulet of hard blue 
ice, and it held. It was now or 
never; he very gingerly dis-
tributed his weight between 
the crampons and his axe, 
pulling with his arm and 
pushing up with his legs at 
the same time. 

He took in a deep breath, 
let it out, and, somewhat 
wobbly, stood up to where he 
could reach the thin crack. 
He looked down momentar-
ily into the jet-black depths 
of the crevasse. He immedi-
ately turned back to his task, 
telling himself to concentrate 
only on getting that pin in as 
quickly as possible – he 
could feel his crampons be-
ginning to slip under his 
weight. 

Andy gingerly removed a 
Lost Arrow from the lanyard 
and placed it in the half-inch 
crack, about an inch or so. 
He then very carefully 
slipped the lanyard off his 
neck and managed a solid 
grip on the hammer. He now 
focused his concentration on 
slamming that pin into the 
crack as far as possible and 
clipping on a carabiner. He 

slipped slightly on his first 
attempt, sending the piton 
into the abyss below. 

A climber in such a situa-
tion must be able to fight 
panic, and Andy was doing 
his best to keep it at bay. 
After a bit of rest, he re-
peated his previous steps, but 
this time the hammer struck 
the Lost Arrow perfectly, and 
the piton went deeply into 
the crack; it was now secure. 

Andy clipped a carabiner 
into the piton and tied him-
self off with a sling. “At 
least,” he thought, “I’m not 
going to slip off the ledge.” 
Now, he had to figure out 
how to climb the 30 feet or 
so of sheer rock and ice to 
get out of the crevasse, 
standing on his injured right 
foot, which meant searing 
pain. 

The sliver of light that il-
luminated Andy’s ledge from 
above quickly dwindled to 
an inky black darkness. It 
was night, and Andy would 
have to bivouac on the ledge 
until morning, when he 
could assess a potential es-
cape route. 

It wasn’t a comfortable 
bivvy by any standards; de-
spite being secured to the 
piton above his head, he still 
woke up frequently with a 
jolt when he started to slide 
off the edge. The welcome 
light of dawn allowed Andy 
to assess his situation further. 

He had a water bottle, sev-
eral bags of freeze-dried 
food, and some energy bars, 
so he would have to make do 
with what he had. 

Andy’s more serious prob-
lem looming ahead was how 
he was going to climb the 
sheer wall of rock and ice 
above his ledge. And, from 
his vantage point on the 
ledge, he could not see any 
holds with which he might 
climb. He would have to at-
tempt it without knowing 
what was above him. 

Andy retrieved his climb-
ing rope from his pack and 
tied it off to the piton he had 
previously placed. He rum-
maged some more in his 
pack and pulled out an as-
cending device that he would 
use to lock himself into the 
rope so that if he fell, it 
would prevent him from 
tumbling down into the cre-
vasse. It was August, and the 
meltwater was rising in the 
crevasse. If he fell, he would 
certainly drown. 

Once more, he got himself 
to his feet, but not without 
excruciating pain when he 
put weight on his right foot. 
Andy grabbed the rope, now 
secured to the piton above 
his head, and pulled himself 
up as far as he could. He 
could see several small 
ledges above him, the first 
one requiring a lunge of a 

foot or more to reach it - his 
grip would have to be well-
timed and solid. 

Andy took in a deep 
breath, and when he released 
it, he pushed off with his left 
foot, pulling on the rope with 
both hands. He released his 
right hand from the rope and 
slapped at the ledge, but it 
slipped off the down sloping 
hold, sending Andy back 
down to his bivouac ledge. 
Fortunately, he came down 
on his left foot first, and the 
pain in his injured right foot 
was minimal. 

Andy was beginning to 
lose hope of getting out 
alive, made even worse by 
the rushing water from 
below that was rising rapidly 
toward his ledge. His 
thoughts turned to the plight 
of a man named Aron Ral-
ston, who in 2003 had to cut 
off his right arm at the elbow 
when it became trapped by a 
rock during a canyoneering 
adventure. 

He commented aloud, 
“Right now, I would rather 
cut off my arm than face this 
miserable icy wall looming 
above me.” This lamentation 
was followed shortly by an 
even darker thought: perhaps 
he should jump off the ledge 
into the water and end this 
ordeal. 

It was at that moment that 
Andy saw something out of 
the corner of his right eye: a 
female figure with long dark 
hair. When he turned his 
head to look at her, she re-
mained in his peripheral vi-
sion. He wondered if he 
might be hallucinating, but 
no matter how he turned his 
head, the figure remained. 

Her presence, Andy 
thought, was somehow 
deeply comforting as if she 
was there to help him in 
some way. He nearly jumped 
when he suddenly heard her 

encouraging him to keep try-
ing, saying that it wasn’t his 
time to die. Even more eerie 
was that her words were not 
vocal; they seemed to go di-
rectly to his brain, bypassing 
the ears. 

He immediately had an 
overwhelming compulsion 
to get back on that wall and 
get the hell out of that cre-
vasse. Once again, Andy 
very gingerly got back on his 
feet and gazed up the wall. 

He grabbed the secured 
rope with both hands as be-
fore. This time, he focused 
on the good hold above him. 
Summoning every bit of his 
remaining strength, he 
launched himself upward, 
his right hand grasping the 
hold, followed immediately 
by the other hand. 

When he pulled himself 
up, Andy saw a vertical 
crack a foot or so above him 
that he could jam his fist in 
and get stabilized. He knew 
his strength was waning, but 
the mysterious woman urged 
him on with thoughts of his 
fiancée. As though gravity 
had taken a momentary 
break, he felt as if he floated 
up to the crack. 

Once Andy had his fist 
firmly in place, he pulled 
himself up and was eye-level 
with a dry ledge he could 
stand on. He lay back on the 
crack and pulled himself up 
until he could get his left 
boot on the ledge. Then, with 
all his might, he continued 
pulling his weight up until he 
was firmly standing on the 
ledge with both feet. 

After getting his breath 
and noticing that the figure 
was no longer with him, he 
placed another piton and 
worked his way up and out 
of the crevasse in just a few 
more moves. Andy was 
going to live to see another 
day, and his descent down to 

the Teton Glacier was far 
more joyous than any sum-
mit he had ever stood on. 

When he finally arrived 
home, and Katy saw him 
limping up to her door, she 
felt a mix of relief and con-
cern, prompting her to get 
Andy in her car and drive 
him to the emergency room. 

He had a fractured ankle 
requiring a cast and he had 
two broken ribs, but other-
wise, he came out of his or-
deal in reasonably good 
shape. He was kept one night 
in the hospital and released 
the next day. 

That evening, as Katy and 
Andy lay in bed, he hesi-
tantly told her about the 
mysterious dark-haired 
woman that he referred to as 
a “sort of an angel.” He 
searched Katy’s eyes, look-
ing for any sign that she 
thought he was batshit crazy, 
that maybe he had been hal-
lucinating - there was none; 
Katy was never quick to 
jump to conclusions. 

When Andy got to the part 
where the “angel” was en-
couraging him to keep trying 
to climb out of the crevasse, 
he recounted that she said, 
“Don’t get your knickers in a 
twist.” 

At that, Katy’s eyes 
widened and she jumped out 
of bed saying, “What did 
you just say?. Andy repeated 
what the figure had said. For 
several minutes, Katy just 
stood silently over Andy, 
looking into his eyes as if 

she couldn’t believe what he 
had just told her. 

She then sat down beside 
Andy and held his hand. 
Through her tears, she said, 
“Andy, my sister Emily, who 
had raven-black hair, died 
before I met you, and I’ve 
rarely spoken of her; the pain 
of her loss is still there. 
However, there was a phrase 
she picked up somewhere in 
her travels, and she would 
bring it out every time I 
started feeling sorry for my-
self and began talking about 
giving up on a work project 
or a challenging college 
class. She would always say, 
“Don’t get your knickers in a 
twist.” 

The end. 
Postscript: Readers, be 

aware that there is a phe-
nomenon known as the Third 
Man Factor. Many notable 
and credible individuals who 
have found themselves in 
dire situations, including sol-
diers, explorers, mountain 
climbers, and others, have 
reported experiencing a 
sense that an entity was pres-
ent, encouraging them and, 
in a sense, guiding them out 
of danger. 

As for what causes this 
unique phenomenon, there 
are several theories ranging 
from fear-induced hallucina-
tions to something a bit more 
supernatural. A future article 
will delve deeper into this 
mysterious topic. 

Ken Springer 
ken1949bongo@gmail.com
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Your, from 
page 3

BOSLEY 
EXCAVATING 

ROADS • SITE PREPARATION 
LOT AND LAND CLEARING 

TOPSOIL & OTHER MATERIALS

GREEN BANK, WV• 304-940-5449
LIC. #WV064901

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54­93­0015

WV2271-9538

Discounts for 
Veterans & Seniors!

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

DEALER-QUALITY SERVICES, 
CLOSE TO HOME - FOR LESS!

�Tires �Brakes �Inspections �Engines �Transmissions �Differentials �Transfer 
Cases �Driveshafts �Steering �Check Engine Light �Computer Diagnostics �AC          
� Heaters �Air Bag Systems �Anti-Lock Brakes �Fuel Injection Systems �Springs 
�Suspensions �Air Suspension Systems �Tire Mounting/Balancing �Fluid Flushes  

Domestic • Japanese • European

Travis Taylor 
Contracting, LLC

304-704-1045

Now installing 
Seamless 
Gutters

13616 Back Mountain Road,
Durbin, WV 26264WV055922

PARKS AND REC 
Adult Pickup Basketball 

Thursdays 5:30 p.m. 
Jiggle Wiggle Giggle – 

Fridays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
at the Wellness Center  

Taekwondo, for ages 13 
and older, Wednesdays 6 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Community 
Wellness Center. 

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m.  

  
CHURCH NOTICES 
Mt. Olivet United 

Metho- dist Church near 
Beartown – Worship Sun-
day 9 a.m. 

Grace and Truth Home 
Fellowship – Sunday, Wor-
ship 11 a.m. Tuesday, Prayer 
7 p.m. Located in Arbovale. 
Call Jim at 304-456-3255 for 
directions. 

Marlinton United Meth-
odist Church – Worship at 
11 a.m. Parking lot service 
on 90.3 FM radio or join us 

on Facebook. Office hours, 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Central Union United 
Methodist Church, Wor-
ship 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m.  

Marlinton Presbyterian 
Church – Bible Study 9 a.m. 
Worship 10 a.m.  

Arbovale United Metho-
dist – Worship 11:15 a.m. 
Sundays; Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

New Hope Lutheran – 
Minnehaha Springs – Out-
door worship at 3 p.m. with 
meal to follow. All welcome. 

First Baptist Church – 
Huntersville – Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:45 a.m. Wed-nesday 
night service 7 p.m. 

Marlinton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 16741 
Seneca Trail, Marlinton. 
Bible Study Saturday 9:30 
a.m. Church service, 11 a.m. 

Seebert United Metho-
dist Church – Sunday 
School every Sunday 9:20 
a.m.; Worship second and 
fourth Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Catholic Mass: St. John, 
Marlinton – Sunday 9 a.m.; 
St. Mark, Bartow – Sunday 
11:30 a.m.  

Liberty Presbyterian, 
Green Bank – Worship at 11 
a.m.  

Dunmore United Metho-
dist Church  – Worship 10 
a.m. Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom 8 a.m.  

Marlinton First Church 
of the Nazarene – Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

New Hope Church of the 
Brethren, Worship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study Wed-
nesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Pine Grove Church of 
the Brethren, Arbovale – 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Worship 11 a.m.; Bible 
Study, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Cochran Creek Baptist 
Church, Rimel – Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 
a.m. 

Campbelltown Church, 
Marlinton – Worship 10 
a.m.; Sunday School 11 a.m. 

Cook Town Community 

Church, Rt. 219 – Sunday 
Service 10 a.m. 

Edray United Church – 
Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
Christ, Lakeview – Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m.; Worship 
10:45 a.m. and 6 pm. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m. 

New Vision Praise and 
Worship, 215 Fifth Street, 
Marlinton – Praise and 
Worship 10 a.m.; Preaching 
and Teaching 11 a.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Rt. 219 Buckeye Hill – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  

Marlinton Church of 
God, Beard Heights – Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 
11 a.m. Wed-nesday Night 
Bible Study 5 p.m.  

Frank Church of the 
Nazarene – Sunday School, 
10 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening service 6 
p.m.; Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Bible Study; Thursday 7 
p.m. Visitation.

Calendar, 
from page 4

O’Dell came to Pocahon-
tas County and did a food in-
security environmental study 
and provided teaching 
kitchens at the food pantry. 

Then Minc and O’Dell got 
connected with Wagner who 
was leading the monthly Di-
abetes Support Group at the 
Pocahontas County Family 
Resource Network, and it all 
came together. 

“They’ve been working 
together, meeting monthly,” 
Minc said. “They had a great 
curriculum. Whatever re-
sources she wants that I can 
help provide, either through 
WVU or Duke, I try to help 
them get. They’ve been 
doing such a great job, and 
the cookbook idea was the 
fruition, the big thing of our 
partnership.” 

While the cookbook is a 
great achievement, the re-
sults from the foot health in-
tervention is an even bigger 

achievement. 
“The clinics – not only did 

they increase the number of 
foot exams, they decreased 
the number of people that re-
quired hospitalizations or 
visits for ulcers,” Minc said. 
“They decreased the number 
of foot ulcers that were ap-
pearing in clinics. 

“We were just checking to 
see if we could get people to 
do more foot exams,” she 
continued. “Those numbers 
were way amazing, but also, 
the outcome numbers were 
amazing.” 

Next up is getting the 
cookbook to the masses.  

Minc said she and Wagner 
will be doing a book tour for 
“Pocahontas County Dia-
betes and Heart Healthy 
Cookbook” throughout West 
Virginia and it will be avail-
able online.  

A digital version will be 
free to download, and the 
physical copy will be avail-
able from Amazon.  

All proceeds from the 
book will go to the FRN and 
the diabetes support group.

Group, from 
page 1
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Veterinarian

Pritt 
Well Drilling, 

Inc. 
Water Wells 
WV010682  

Drilling since 1938 
304-653-4491  
304-653-4900

Painting  Insurance  

InsuranceConstruction

                        Auto Repair                                Auto Repair                                            

Pet Grooming

  Well Drilling                                                                    Well Supplies          Shipping Solutions

Bryant  
Construction, LLC 

Marlinton, WV 24954 
WV026274 

Specializing in Residential 
and Commercial Construction 

304-799-4399 

Septic Services 

 Excavator

Appliances Auto Parts           

Parts Store 
• State Inspections • Tires           
• Batteries • Auto Servicing        

• Mechanic on Duty
Open Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - noon   

Durbin • 304-456-4505 

VARNER 
ATV Sales/Service

WV058103  

BACKHOE • DOZER  
GRADER • EXCAVATOR  

DUMP TRUCK  
CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER 

Free Estimates 
Michael Miller 

Spruce Flats Rd., Buckeye 
304-799-2339 • 304-646-6695

Frankford  

Vet Hospital 

MARLINTON  
OFFICE 

410 Second Avenue,  
in Humane Society 

Building 
Mon. and wed. 

 10 - 3 p.m. 
304-799-6181 

Julie Gibson, DVM 
Megan Fansler, DVM 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

TOM’S GARAGE 
1526 UPPER NORTH FORK RD.,     

GREEN BANK 
We have a new supplier and               

can now do 

COMPLETE EXHAUST  
SYSTEM SERVICING! 

Give us a call! 

304-456-3445 
Please leave message 

The MUCK 
TRUCK

Septic and Grease Trap Service
Portable Toilet Rental

Competitive pricing!
Fenwick

304-846-4600 • 304-651-2788
WV#2304-1625

BACK
OFF!
We Ain't

Hauling Milk.

Rowan  
Well      

Supplies 
 Water well            

pumping systems,  
sales and installation 
304-591-0272 
304-704-3764 

WV004493

Septic Tank                     
Installation,             

Repair & Pumping    
Quality Service               

Affordable Rates          
Certified, licensed Installer 

WV#54-93-0015 
VARNER CONSTRUCTION  

DURBIN, WV  
304-456-4505  
304-456-4509 

A-1 Pumping          
         LLC

Home 
Owners

    When was  
the last time 
your septic 
was pumped? 

Pumping your septic tank: 
• Eliminates messy cleanups 
• Avoids costly repairs and   
saves your drain field 

 
www.theouthousewv.com 

Call today!   

304.456.5466

MR. PAINTER
Residential      

and Commercial           
Painting 
Billy Dunz, 

Owner/Operator 
WV048559

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Interior and Exterior Painting 

Power Washing 
Epoxy Garage Flooring 

Phone 304-799-7152 
Cell 304-618-9420 

mrpainter25@frontier.com

Stacy Tawney, DVM  
304-799-6803 

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Large/Small Animals • Farm Calls 
150 Carl McCarty Drive 

4.2 mi. N on Rt. 28 from         
Huntersville intersection  

BUSINESS & SERVICE  
         DIRECTORY

Septic Services

Home Furnishings
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furnishings and          
accessories for the 

way you live. 
Showroom and Warehouse 
616 First Avenue,  Marlinton 

304-799-6235 

Furniture

Buckeye           
Hardware 

Rt. 219 Buckeye • 304-799-0860 

Check out our selection!

APPLIANCES       
IN STOCK!   

Washers • Dryers 
Refrigerators 

Freezers

Own a small business?  Is growing your business worth $22/month?    
Just $66 for three months, plus a free classified  each month.   

SIGN UP TODAY!  304-799-4973

Fabric Shop

Insurance for 
Home • Auto • Life 

•Business • Farm  
Retirement Products 

304-799-6303 
1100 10th Ave,. Marlinton

TIRES IN STOCK! 
24-Hour Wrecker & 

Rollback Service

F&F  
Service CenterLLC  

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners  

• Tires in stock • State Inspections                          
• 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments 

• General Auto Repair

Rt. 39 Huntersville 

304-799-6431  
Night 304- 799-6079•304-799-7148

 Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins 
304-636-7732 

M-F 9 a.m - 6 p.m. Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
elkinsmotorsports.net

 

Sunflower

Fabrics LLC

New Kits Available!       
Fabrics, patterns, notions, 

batting and backing 
Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
805 2nd Ave. Marlinton 

681-318-0767

204 Eighth St. Marlinton 
304-992-7355 
www.almostlocalhub.biz

 
 
 

•PACKAGE SHIPPING        
DROP-OFF AND PICKUP 

•B&W AND COLOR COPIES 
•SMALL JOB PRINTING 
•CO-WORKING SPACE                            

L. Jay Kniceley 
Insurance Agency 
818A Tenth Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954 

Office: 304.799.6243 
Fax: 304.799.2433 

L. Jay Kniceley, Owner 
ljaykniceley@hotmail.com 
Patience Garretson, Agent 

patiencep1234@myyahoo.com
Serving WV and VA 

All lines of Insurance 
     Bonding Services 
      License Services 

              Notary 

 
 
 

3.2” wide x 2.25” deep

House Sites, Septic             
Systems, Roads, Stone, 
Demolition, Buried Lines 

and More! 
304.456.5381 / 304.456.3263 

Lic # WV056046

GREEN                             BANK

Jenkins  
Painting

Interior • Exterior One-Story 
PAINTING 
• Free Estimates

John Jenkins • Arbovale 
304-456-5529   
304-668-1416 
jenkinsjohnf@aol.com

Call or text 
304-651-7730

10 years’ experience 

Certified groomer and salon 

Baths •Nails • Tidies 

Full Grooming & Cuts 
120 Old Campbelltown Rd. 

Marlinton

We do farm calls! ONSITE         
TRACTOR TIRE/MECHANICAL 

REPAIRS.  
Tire Repair • New Tires 
Oil Changes • Brakes 
   • Engine Repair 
       • AC Repair 
Batteries and Wipers

Call to schedule an appointment 
304-642-3383 

315 Buffalo Mtn. Rd., Arbovale

Tyrel Beverage

Accounting/Payroll

GILARDI 
PAYROLL   

SERVICES LLC 
30+Years’ Experience.                   

Local, Accessible and Secure. 
•Weekly/Bimonthly Payroll          

• Direct Deposit or Paychecks 
• Payroll Taxes • All monthly/ 
quarterly/yearly Tax Reports 

•W2s and more 
304-456-4787 

gilarditaxservices@live.com 
1346 Thornwood Rd., Bartow

tain Radio was originally 
passed with broad support 
from Republicans and De-
mocrats alike, but last week 
only the Republicans moved 
to revoke it. The vote in the 
Senate was actually quite 
close: if Capito and Justice 
had voted to continue sup-
port for community radio, 
the attempts to shut it down 
would have failed.  Instead, 
they voted to cut us off. 

Politicians love events 
where they can appear stand-
ing next to public works like 
a new bridge or a big hole in 
the ground. If we lose our 
community radio network 
because of their actions we 

should invite Capito, Justice 
and Miller to the closing cer-
emony. They can help power 
down the transmitter, turn 
off the lights, and lock the 
doors.   

It would be a dandy photo-
op. 

F.J. Lockman 
Cass 

 
Editor, 

The Locust Creek covered 
bridge is a major historic 
landmark in the county.   
Built by R. N. Bruce in 1870 
for $1,250.  

In 1888, the original 
bridge was burned and re-
placed.  

In 1904, it was rebuilt 
again by W. M. Irvine and 
has been repaired several 
times since then.   

Although most of the 

structure is in good condi-
tion, a section of the roof has 
been blown off; this started 
as a small area peeling off 
several months ago and has 
been growing after each 
major windstorm.  Covered 
bridges are built like barns 
with open ends to prevent 
damage from rain.   Unless 
this is repaired the damage 
will grow and water damage 
to the structure will take 
place.  

My online searches have 
not identified who would be 
responsible for or could 
make what at this point is 
still a simple repair.  

I am writing this letter to 
the editor in the hopes that it 
will lead to parties that can 
address this problem.  

Joe Kaffl  
Hillsboro

Letters, 
from page 4

Lead and Copper are taken 
every three years and were 
taken last September. When 
or if requested, copies of any 
of this information will be 
made available upon request, 
or may view them at any 
time on the WV Health De-
partment website wvdwv.gec 
sws.com  

The Consumer Confi-
dence Report is a summary 
of the entire year’s results of 
water production and Water 
Quality. The current CCR is 
posted on the Town of Mar-
linton website under the 
Consumer Confidence Re-
port tab, a printed copy is 
available upon request.  

We used three chemicals 
during the process of treating 
water, Sodium Bicarbonate 
(baking soda) for PH and Al-
kalinity adjustment, DEL-
PAC 2020 (poly aluminum 
sulfate) is a coagulant that 
binds solids and particulates 
together and causes them to 
settle, and Chlorine  – for 
disinfection.   Fluoride is 
added to the water after 
treatment for the benefit of 
the dental health of the chil-
dren in this town. These 
chemicals in the raw state 
are extremely hazardous, 

however the amounts we use 
in plant operation are kept to 
the minimum amount re-
quired to effectively do their 
job and levels remain well 
within the standard limits set 
by the government agen-
cies.  

To address the issues in 
your initial email, there is 
nothing in our water that will 
produce a sulfur/rotten eggs 
smell, produce chemical 
burns, or bleach your 
clothes. Chlorine obviously 
would do it but not at the 
level we maintain in the sys-
tem, with minimum level a 
.2 ppm (parts per million) 
and the max level at 4.0 
ppm, we keep it between 
1.5-2.0 ppm. Even at the 
Max level of 4.0 ppm it’s not 
concentrated enough to 
bleach out clothes.  

Believe it or not, the cause 
of certain issues is most 
likely the hot water heater. 
The hot water tank is basi-
cally a collection point in 
house plumbing. Manufac-
turers suggest that you turn 
them off and flush them out, 
at least once a year. Most 
people don’t. Because we 
don’t think about it or even 
know to do it. Inside water 
heaters is a cathode rod. It 
protects the tank from corro-
sion... until it doesn’t. With 
age the rod breaks down, the 
tank starts to oxidize and rust 

inside, and when it’s not 
flushed out all that stuff 
builds up to the bottom heat-
ing element. As the heating 
element get hots it heats up 
the rust and deposits in the 
bottom of the tank and cre-
ates Hydrogen Sulfide, 
which is the rotten egg/sul-
fur smell and likely the cause 
of the skin irritation and the 
ruining of your laundry.  

I have had one other com-
plaint called in recently sim-
ilar to yours, I can offer you 
the same thing that I have 
been instructed to do for that 
customer.  

I have been instructed by 
the WV Public Service Com-
mission to flush the fire hy-
drants closest to the 
residence and to give them a 
1,000 gallons water to flush 
the plumbing in the house.  

If that it is something you 
would like to do I will need 
you to contact me and set up 
a time and date, and I will 
come and pull your meter 
and put in one of mine so 
that that 1,000 gallons does 
not go on your bill, and you 
will have to shut off your 
water heater and drain it, 
take all the screens out of 
your faucets and remove any 
filters or screen you may 
have in place, and open any-
thing else attached to your 
plumbing that may need to 
be flushed out. 

Mayor’s, 
from page 4

The weekend concludes 
on Sunday with the Hot 
Dogs and Handlebars race 
beginning at 11 a.m. on the 
Right-Side Blue Trails of 
Western Territory. The 

mountain bike race is the 
third in the series that runs 
throughout the summer. 
Stick around after the race 
for hot dogs, prizes and a 
party atmosphere.  

Several beer samples will 
be available and BBQ ven-
dors will be on site with de-
licious food offerings.  

The weekend pass gets 

you into the Village events 
with a souvenir glass and a 
tear-tab wrist band for beer 
samples. Tickets are $50 and 
Non-Drinker tickets are 
available for $15 (and re-
quired for children six and 
older).  

For more information and 
to book your getaway visit 
www.snowshoemtn.com

Blues, from 
page 3

author has self-published 
nine novels and five nonfic-
tion books since the start of 
2021. That’s a book roughly 
every 104 days. I’ve read 
only a few excerpts, but I re-
spectfully suggest that the 
author spend more of that 
free time editing. 

And yet, she has the right 
idea. 

The act of creating is what 
gives art its value. 

If only the output mat-
tered, then a print of Vincent 
Van Gogh’s Orchard with 
Cypresses should sell for 
roughly the same amount as 
the original painting. They 
are, after all, identical im-
ages. And yet I can pick up 
the print for $32 on art.com. 
The original last sold at auc-

tion for $117 million. 
And, yes, prints are a dif-

ferent medium from paint-
ings. Nevertheless, a great 
forgery of Orchard would 
also sell for a lot less than 
$117 million. 

This is not to say that an 
artist’s output is completely 
irrelevant. Van Gogh’s work 
sells for lots of money be-
cause he is an important 
artist. His innovations with 
color and his distinctive 
brushwork inspired multiple 
movements in modern art. 
The act of creative genius 
and the output itself are in-
extricably bound. 

But you don’t get that 
value without the creative 
act. The struggle to express 
an artistic vision is what 
makes art worth pursuing. 
It’s the reason actors re-
hearse, musicians practice 
and painters sketch. 

When Star Trek’s Com-

mander Riker performs with 
a jazz ensemble, the point is 
not that his trombone play-
ing is perfect. Indeed, in one 
episode, Riker’s inability to 
hit a particular note despite 
years of practice is an im-
portant plot point. Trying to 
master the song is the point. 
If the goal were merely to 
produce great jazz trombone 
sounds, then Riker could 
simply play a recording of 
Tommy Dorsey or Glenn 
Miller. 

The best-case scenario for 
AI – the Star Trek utopian 
vision – is that it moves us 
toward a post-scarcity world 
– one in which humans are 
freed from material wants 
and can dedicate themselves 
to making art. 

A world in which ma-
chines make art while hu-
mans do drudgery? That’s 
way too Star Wars for my 
taste.

Reason, 
from page 3
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O. 
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications 
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission  within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. 

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first 
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) 
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missione. 

First Publication Date: July 17, 2025 
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 15, 2025 
 
ESTATE NUMBER 14791 
ESTATE OF LARKEN D. DEAN 
ADMINISTRATOR: Timothy Dean 

142 North Church Street 
Craigsville, VA 24430-2152 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 11, 2025. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/17/2c 

 
NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  

WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 
 
ESTATE NAME: CAROL WASHBURN DALTON 

1826 Cherokee Road 
Waynesboro, VA 22980-2229 

ADMINISTRATOR CTA:  William W. Dalton 
1826 Cherokee Road 
Waynesboro, VA 22980-2229 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 9, 2025 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/17/2c  

 
NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING  

WITHOUT ANY ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES 

Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs has been filed in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 900 
Tenth Avenue Suite C; P. O. Box 209,  Marlinton, WV 24954-0209. 

An interested person(s) objecting to the filing of the foreign will or 
affidavit or objecting to the absence of appointment or administration 
being made in this state must file a statement with the Pocahontas 
County Commission through the County Clerk’s Office at the ad-
dress listed above within 60 days after the date of first publication or 
30 days of service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely filed, the objection is forever barred. The Pocahontas 
County Commission, upon receiving any timely objection thereto, 
shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and order relief, if any, 
it considers proper including, but not limited to, an order directing 
that full and complete ancillary administration of the estate of the 
nonresident decedent be made in this state. 

First Publication Date: Thursday, July 10, 2025 
 
ESTATE NAME: ROSE MARIE JAUREGUI 

113 PINE TREE ROAD 
OCEAN CITY, MD 21842-4645 

ADMINISTRATOR CTA: Christopher S. Robins 
128 East Main Street 
Salisbury, MD 21801-5043 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on July 2, 2025. 
Melissa L. Bennett 

Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission 
7/10/2c 

NOTICE OF REDEMPTION 
2024-C-000017-POCAHONTAS COUNTY- WVTB LLC 

To: TIMOTHY HOOVER, CASSANDRA HOOVER, BETHANY 
HOOVER, DAN KENNDEDY, TRUSTEE, TODD TAYLOR, 
TRUSTEE, BETTY HOOVER, CITY NATIONAL BANK OF WEST 
VIRGINA, MARLINTON BRANCH, CITY NATIONAL BANK OF 
WEST VIRGINIA, MARLINTON BRANCH, CITY NATIONAL BANK 
RETAIL PRODUCTION, TIMOTHY HOOVER, TIMOTHY HOOVER, 
MEGAN RENEE HOOVER, ELAINA MAE FAITH HOOVER, AT-
TALYNNE BREANNA PAIGE HOOVER, ROBERT MARSHALL 
ALLEN HOOVER, OCCUPANT, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
C/O ADVISORY CONSOLODATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX 
DEPARTMENT, IRS ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-
CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT,or heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-
owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject 
property. 

DISTRICT: EDRAY MAP: 34   PARCEL 0013 0000 0000 
You will take notice that WVTB LLC, the purchaser of the follow-

ing real estate, CERT NO. 2024-C-000017, located in Edray Dis-
trict, School Lot .50 AC 171x182 IRR, which was returned 
delinquent or non-entered in the name of HOOVER TIMOTHY 
(LIFE) CASSANDRA; BE, and was sold by the deputy commis-
sioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of Pocahontas County 
at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 23, 2025.  

WVTB LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real es-
tate will be made on or after January 1, 2026, as provided by law, un-
less before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before December 31, 2025 will be as fol-
lows: 

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the 
certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 2023-2687.  

$ 244.10 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of 

certification for ticket number. $ 0.00 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest for tax 

year 2024-2708. $ 151.64 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus in-

terest. $ 179.95 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, 

personal service, Secretary of State, with interest. $ 1,114.99 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00 

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – cashier 
check, money order, certified or personal check. $ 1,690.68 

You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2025 by 
paying the above total less any unearned interest. 

If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may peti-
tion the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not more than three in-
cremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem 
the real estate prior to the issuance of the deed described above. 

Given under my hand July 9, 2025. 
Christal G. Perry 

Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and  
Nonentered Lands of Pocahontas County, 

 State of West Virginia. 

2025 ASSESSMENT 
 

July 1, 2025 is the beginning of the new assessment year.   
This assessment will make up the 2026 taxes (tax ticket). 

Real estate – Real estate is valued by three methods; farmland, managed timberland and mar-
ket value.   

Farmland – Farm land value is based on the income it produces. In order to have your land val-
ued as farm, you or someone else, must qualify it as a farm or part of a farm operation. If claimed 
by someone else, you need to ensure that they have your property listed on their farm application. 
We must have a competed form signed and on file before we can qualify your real estate as a farm. 
This form must be completed on a yearly basis and is due no later than September 1, 2025. Any 
applications received after this date will be denied in accordance with West Virginia Legislative Rule 
110 C.S.R. 1A. In an effort to expedite the return of the farm form, we will mail an advance copy to 
those who qualified last year. If you have any questions or need assistance, please call or stop by 
the office and someone here will assist you. Failure to meet the September 1, 2025 deadline will 
cause your property to be valued at market value which is a drastic increase over farm value.  If you 
are a new applicant, please contact us prior to this date. If you purchased new land or rented new 
farm property, make sure it is added to your farm form. If you have been approved/qualified for the 
farm rate and plan to timber/log your property, please contact our office. Land that is timbered/ 
logged and is part of a qualified farm, can result in your property being appraised at market value 
and increasing your taxes on the property. If you contact this office, we can provide information and 
other options that may save you money. 

Managed Timberland – The initial contract for Managed Timberland property must be applied 
for by July 1. Once approved, you must submit an application annually, between March 1st and 
September 1st every year in order to remain in the program. The Assessor does not approve or deny 
any Managed Timberland applications. All approvals or denials are done by the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Forestry.  If you have any questions, please call (304) 558-2788 option 2, or write the West 
Virginia Division of Forestry, 7 Players Club Dr. Charleston, WV 25311. To ensure your application 
was received, I recommend you call the West Virginia Division of Forestry prior to the deadlines 
shown above. Applications for this program are available at the West Virginia Division of Forestry 
website at www.wvforestry.com Applications can also be obtained at the Assessor’s office.  

Market Value – Market Value of real estate is the value your property would expect to bring, if 
sold.   

Homestead Exemption – If you are 65 years of age or permanently and totally disabled and have 
been a resident of West Virginia for two full calendar years, you can qualify. This exemption will give 
you $20,000 assessed value exemption on your real estate. This exemption will save you at least 
$135.00 or as much as $185.00 for those who live within corporations. In order to receive this ex-
emption, you must complete the application not later than December 1, 2025. This exemption once 
approved, will remain in effect. To qualify for disability exemption, you must provide proof of disability 
in addition to completing the application. This office has the application and will assist you in com-
pleting the required form. 

Personal Property – The assessment of personal property, will be the same as last year. Vehi-
cles will be assessed at 60% of NADA loan value. The value is based on vehicle identification num-
bers. Big trucks with non-apportioned license are to be reported on your assessment form. Trucks 
with apportioned license plates will still be reported to the Public Service Commission. All other 
property will be assessed at 60% of market value. We charge a $25.00 fee on all supplemental tax 
tickets. These supplemental tax tickets are changes made because of incorrect information or lack 
thereof. To avoid the additional charge, please help us make sure you are assessed correctly. This 
can be done by contacting our office if you have not already been contacted by the Assessor, or a 
Deputy Assessor.   

Dogs – State law requires that a tax be collected on all dogs in the county, which are at least six 
months old on July 1, or within ten days of the dog becoming six months of age during the as-
sessment year. The dog tax is $3.00 per dog for those who reside outside of corporations. If you 
reside within the corporations of Marlinton, Hillsboro or Durbin the dog tax is $6.00 per dog. Dog 
tags can also be paid/purchased on-line at our website pocahontascountyassessor.com  

Sheep & Goats – There is also a $1.00 per head assessment on all sheep and goats of breed-
ing age, for those electing to participate in this program. This assessment is to be collected by the 
Assessor or deputies and submitted to the Department of Agriculture for the Coyote Control Pro-
gram. 

If you have any questions, need assistance, or just feel more comfortable in person, please call 
or stop by our office. We are here to assist you. We want your assessment to be as easy and as 
convenient as possible for you to complete. The assessor and/or the deputy assessors, will attempt 
to contact everyone at their residence, please understand that this is not always possible. We ap-
preciate your support and cooperation in ensuring we have a fair and accurate assessment of our 
county. If you have any questions, or need assistance, please call or stop by our office.   

 Sincerely, 
 Johnny A. Pritt 

 Pocahontas County Assessor 
7/17/2c

NOTICE TO BID 
The Pocahontas County Commission will receive bids for 

upgrading the Pocahontas County Courthouse surveillance 
system.   

Quote must contain design, purchase of all cameras, moni-
tors and other equipment necessary for installation of the sys-
tems, including all electrical wiring as required for installation and 
monitoring by the Pocahontas County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Pocahontas County 911 Center.  System must be compatible 
with existing surveillance system and have a response time of 
not more than 45 minutes for service calls.  Successful bidder 
must possess valid West Virginia contractor’s license and liabil-
ity insurance.    

Specifications of Bid: 
Optiview IP digital video surveillance system consisting of: 
(1) 32 channel 4K network video recorder (NVR) with 24TB 
     of hard drive storage  
(1) 24 port POE network switch  
(24) 8-mega-pixel varifocal color armor dome IP cameras 
(15) existing analog cameras will be replaced with the new 
       Optiview cameras. 
(9) additional cameras will be added at the following locations:   
•  courthouse outside main entry 
•  outside at handicap entry door 
• outside corner of the building facing the 911 Center 
• outside at alley entry door 
• outside Health Department entry door 
• outside at the front stairwell exit door 
• outside main floor hallway exit door next to Sheriff’s office 
• main floor exit stairwell next to elevator 
• 2nd floor exit stairwell backside of court room  
All existing coax cabling connecting the current analog cam-

eras will be replaced with Cat6 network cabling.   
Optiview monitoring software and smart phone applications 

to be installed on customer-provided computers and smart 
phones. 

Training and operation of the system to be provided by suc-
cessful bid. 

All Optiview equipment requires a 24-month manufacturer’s 
warranty.  

For additional information and/or arrangements for an in-
spection of the premises may be made by contacting 
Melissa Bennett, Pocahontas County Clerk at (304) 799-4549 
or by email to pocaclk@clerk.state.wv.us 

All bids should be submitted in writing and placed in a sealed 
envelope marked “Sealed Bid – Pocahontas County Court-
house Surveillance System” and delivered by mail or in person 
to: 

 Pocahontas County Commission  
c/o Melissa Bennett, County Clerk  

900 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24954 
no later than the 4th day of August, 2025, at 4:30 p.m.  
Bids will be opened in the Office of the Pocahontas County 

Commission on Tuesday, the 5th day of August, 2025, at 8:45 
a.m.   

For further information, please contact the County Commis-
sion Office (304) 799-6063 Monday through Friday, between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

The Pocahontas County Commission reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids or to continue this matter from time to time 
as may be necessary.  

           John Rebinski, President 
Pocahontas County Commission 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of Surface Mining  

Reclamation and Enforcement 
Notice of Decision  

for Determination of Valid Existing Rights 
Monongahela National Forest 

Pocahontas County, West Virginia 
The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

(OSMRE) received a request by letter dated September 18, 2024, 
for a determination as to whether South Fork Coal Company 
(SFCC) has Valid Existing Rights (VER) to use an existing United 
States Forest Service (USFS) road as a coal mine access and 
haul road across Federal lands within the Monongahela National 
Forest in Pocahontas County, West Virginia.   

By this notice, OSMRE is announcing the publication of the 
Notice of Decision on this VER determination. 

SFCC alleged that it possesses VER to use a 1.2-mile portion 
of road located within the Monongahela National Forest, known 
as USFS Road 249, either through a road use permit issued by 
the USFS (Permit No. FS-7700-41) on September 29, 2021, or in 
the alternative, through mineral rights it had acquired. The sub-
ject portion of USFS Road 249 is located approximately 7 miles 
west of Hillsboro, West Virginia, northwest of Briery Knob, and 
east of the South Fork of Cherry River.  USFS Road 249 begins 
at an intersection with Pocahontas County Route 29/4, also 
known as Briary Knob Road, and runs 1.2 miles west and south 
towards the border of Greenbrier County.  

Pursuant to the VER regulations, OSMRE opened the appli-
cation to a 30-day public comment period by publishing notices 
in the Federal Register on March 20, 2025 (90 FR 13194) and in 
The Pocahontas Times beginning on March 27, 2025. 

We reviewed the materials submitted with the request, all com-
ments received in response to this VER and other notices, and 
other relevant, reasonably available information and determined 
that the record was sufficiently complete and adequate to sup-
port a decision on the merits of the request.  

We have determined that SFCC does have valid existing rights 
to use for surface coal mining operations the 1.2-mile portion of 
USFS Road 249, across a portion of the Monongahela National 
Forest.  This decision is based solely on the finding that the road 
was in existence at this location and within the Monongahela Na-
tional Forest prior to August 3, 1977, the effective date of the 
SMCRA, and that the applicant does have a legal right to use this 
road for surface coal mining operations under the road use per-
mit issued by USFS (Permit No. FS-7700-41) on September 29, 
2021. 

More information regarding the VER determination and how 
we arrived at our decision is available in the Notice of Decision 
published in the Federal Register on July 18, 2025. Records on 
this determination are available for inspection at the Charleston 
Field Office, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, 1027 Virginia Street East, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.  

You may request a review of records by calling 304-977-7177 
or e-mailing osm-chfo@osmre.gov 
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POCAHONTAS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
 

 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT EXPANSION 
 

 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 
1.1 PROJECT INFORMATION 
A. Notice to Bidders: Qualified bidders may submit bids for 

project as described in this Document. Submit bids according to 
the Instructions to Bidders. 

B. Project Identification: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital – 
Emergency Department Expansion. 

1. Project Location: 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, West Vir-
ginia 24924. 

C. Owner: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital. 
1. Owner's Representative: Rebecca Hammer          –                    
    rhammer@pmhwv.org : 304-799-1024 
D. Architect: Becker Morgan Group, Inc. 
1. Architect’s Representative: Kelsey S. Fields, AIA, 

kfields@beckermorgan.com : 410-546-9100 
E. Project Description: Project consists of renovations 

and addition to the emergency departments, and associated 
sitework to the existing Pocahontas Memorial Hospital. 

F. Construction Contract: Bids will be received for the follow-
ing Work: 

1. General Contract (all trades). 
1.2  BID SUBMITTAL AND OPENING 
A. Owner will receive sealed lump sum bids until the bid time 

and date at the location given below. Owner will consider bids 
prepared in compliance with the Instructions to Bidders issued by 
Owner, and delivered as follows: 

1. Bid Date: August 12, 2025 
2. Bid Time: 10:00 a.m., local time. 
3. Location: Pocahontas Memorial Hospital 
a. 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, West Virginia 24924. 
b. Bids shall be addressed to attention of Rebecca Hammer. 
B. Bids will be thereafter publicly opened and read aloud. 
1.3 BID SECURITY 
A. Bid security shall be submitted with each bid in the amount 

of 5 percent of the bid amount. No bids may 
be withdrawn for a period of 60 days after opening of bids. 

Owner reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive informalities and irregularities. 
1.4 PREBID MEETING 
A. Prebid Meeting: A Prebid meeting for all bidders will be held 

at Pocahontas Memorial Hospital, 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, 
West Virginia 24924 – Board Room on July 22, 2025 at 10 a.m., 
local time. 

Prospective prime bidders are required to attend. 
1.5 DOCUMENTS 
A. Online Procurement and Contracting Documents: Ob-

tain access on or after July 9, 2025, by contacting 
Architect, Becker Morgan Group, Inc. – Kelsey S. Fields, 

AIA by email, kfields@beckermorgan.com. 
Online access will be provided to prime bidders only. 
B. Requests for clarification or interpretation (RFI) shall be 

submitted by email with an attached pdf of the RFI with the com-
pany name and address, the project name and project number, 
cross reference to pertinent Drawings and/or Specification. And 
shall be submitted to Kelsey S. Fields (kfields@beckermor 
gan.com) and Brenden D. Frederick (bfrederick@beckermor 
gan.com). 

1.6 TIME OF COMPLETION AND LIQUIDATED DAMAGES 
A. Successful bidder shall begin the Work on receipt of the 

Notice to Proceed and shall complete the Work within the Con-
tract Time. Work is subject to liquidated damages. 

1.7 BIDDER'S QUALIFICATIONS 
A. Bidders must be properly licensed under the laws govern-

ing their respective trades and be able to obtain insurance and 
bonds required for the Work. A Performance Bond, separate 
Labor and Material Payment Bond, and Insurance in a form ac-
ceptable to Owner will be required of the successful Bidder. 

Pocahontas Memorial Hospital 
Rebecca Hammer 
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Advertising 
Deadline  

is Monday  
at noon. 

Call 
304-799-4973



We wonder why it is some 
people can’t go a short dis-
tance after passing Durbin 
without lying down in the 
shade. There must be some 
very fatal bug juice in that 
place. 

We are in favor of the 
county court issuing license. 
Perhaps someone would 
have to pay something for 
selling liquor then, but the 
way it is now the county 
does not get one  cent from 
that source. A man can come 
in here and sell whiskeys six 
or eight months and leave, 
taking with him several hun-
dred dollars out of our 
county. Give us license and 
make the men who want it 
pay what it is worth. – 
MISSES SWINDHAMMER 

 
McCLINTIC’S CAMP 
The recent rains did not 

make driving water in the 
Middle Fork. 

Harry Luzier has come 
back again. He is an all-right 
cook, and only weighs 240, 
but he is a hustler just the 
same. His wife and five chil-
dren are staying at McClin-

tic’s. 
There are about 65 men 

here and are doing a good 
business skidding and build-
ing slide. 

Mr. Samuel Rankin is the 
woods boss. He is about 70 
years of age, but he is as ac-
tive and gets around as well 
as many of the younger men. 
He is a fine woodsman and 
has spent several years on 
the water. 

Six teams are at work in 
the woods, and two teams 

are kept busy hauling sup-
plies from Cowen. 

Peter Hammons has a job 
of road making; he will work 
about 25 hands. His contract 
is about five miles. W. Mc-
Clintic is having the road 
made. 

There will soon be a good 
road from Marlinton to 
Cowen. 

Edden Hammons can play 
the fiddle, fish and dig ramps 
all at the same time.

- - - 
One day last week, 

George Geiger, of Drinnen 
Ridge, toward the close of 
day, went down to his pas-
tureland on Indian Draft to 
drive the cows up to the milk 
gap. He got the herd started 
on its homeward way, when 
all of a sudden, they began to 
show signs of excitement. 
They began to back up, in-
cluding the bull and were 
about to go around or over 
the driver. Looking to see 
what the trouble was, Mr. 
Geiger saw two panthers 
hardly a couple hundred feet 
from him. Out in the open, 
he got a good view. One of 
them was an immense crea-
ture possible eight feet in 
length, the other was consid-
erably smaller but still plenty 
big. The panthers took their 
own good time moving off 
to the nearby forest. 

- - - 
Some weeks before, not 

far from this place in Indian 
Draft, Guy Walker saw a big 
panther. 

This Indian Draft has ever 
been a traveling way and a 
crossing place for panthers. 
The late Uncle Harry Mc-
Dowell would often report 
panther tracks and sign in 
spring and fall from this 
place. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Dilley, of Clover 
Lick, a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. June 
McCloud of Marlinton, a 

daughter, Sharon Louise. 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Tempest Hill, of Hunters-
ville, a son, Kenneth Allen. 

 
DEATHS 

Kenneth A. Wilfong, aged 
75 years, died July 24, 1950 
at the home of his sister, 
Mrs. Abbie Arbogast. Fu-
neral service was held from 
the Arbovale Church. 

- - - 
Margaret Daughtery Jack-

son, aged about 30 years, 
daughter of Boyd Daughtery, 
died in Boston, Mass. Burial 
in Mt. View Cemetery, the 
service being held from 
Smith’s Funeral Home by 
Rev. I. H. Goodwyn. 

- - - 
George Patrick McLaugh-

lin, aged 69 years, of Stony 
Bottom, died July 19, 1950. 
On Friday the funeral was 
held from Alexander Memo-
rial Church with interment in 
Stony Bottom Cemetery. 
This well-known citizen of 
Pocahontas County is sur-
vived by his wife, Mrs. 
Cordie Townsend McLaugh-
lin and their four sons... 

- - - 
Mrs. Flora Mae Sheets 

Grogg, 51, of Green Bank, 
daughter of Mrs. Addie Gum 
Sheets and the late David L. 
Sheets, died July 21, 1950, at 
her home. Funeral service 
was held at the home by Rev. 
Q. R Arbogast with inter-
ment in Abovale cemetery. 

- - - 
Mrs. Susie Smith Mayo, 

wife of O. H. Mayo, aged 
60, died suddenly of a heart 
attack July 24, 1950. No 

arrangements have been 
made pending arrival of near 
relatives from Erie, Penn. In-
terment will be made in 
Buckeye Cemetery. The de-
ceased was a daughter of the 
late B. F. Smith. 

75, from  
page 7
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Seeking          
Assistant        

General Manager 
of Operations  

To start immediately. If you 
are interested in the 

position, please email your 
résumé to  Lisa Cutlip, 
General Manager, at 

gm@snowshoemtnlodge.com  
No phone calls, please.

SAVE $350 when you transform

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE$350 TODAY!

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

 
 

Be prepared before the next power outage.

 

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

LABORERS AND CARPENTERS NEEDED 

Location: Snowshoe, WV.  Starting pay is $18/hour. 
MUST have dependable transportation and be able to 
get up and down Snowshoe Mountain year-round,   
regardless of weather. Opportunity for pay raise  
depending on experience and work ethic. 40-hour 
work week with opportunities for overtime. There is a 
60-day probationary period.  
Call or text Carlton, 304-642-5039, for more 

information if interested.

GUFFEY  
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
Life55plus.info/WV

 Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
 Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

• Guaranteed acceptance  
 for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no  
 health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

6236-0625

P O P E S Pocahontas Outdoor Power Equipment Service 
1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hillsboro 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304-653-4988

WE KEEP YOUR EQUIPMENT RUNNING!
You’ve got jobs to do - keep your small 
engine equipment in shape all summer! 

RIDING OR PUSH            
MOWERS,  WEEDEATERS, 

PRESSURE WASHERS,  
ERATORS  AND MORE 

Please return this letter and payment to the  
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office  

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 

Building 1 Room W-114 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Question, please call 1-888-509-6568 
7/17/3c 

 
Forest Service Seeks Feedback on the 

Issuance of a Special Use Permit for Forest Road 249  
The Forest Service is preparing a NEPA analysis considering the 

environmental impacts of issuing a special use permit on Monon-
gahela National Forest’s Gauley Ranger District in Pocahontas 
County, WV. The permit would authorize the use and maintenance 
of an existing National Forest System road (Forest Road 249) to 
South Fork Coal Company, LCC to facilitate hauling coal and other 
supplies from their Rocky Run mine to the processing plant. Both 

the mine and processing plant are located on private land.  
This permit would authorize a ten-year term to use and maintain 

8.7 acres of National Forest System land (1.2 miles of FR 249 from 
the intersection of County Route 29/4 to its terminus, with a 60’ 
maintenance width). Commercial trucks (up to 125-ton gross vehi-
cle weight) would haul coal daily and haul supplies (e.g. fuels, stone) 
intermittently. Maintenance could include regrading towards the 
ditch line to maintain positive drainage, adding aggregate, cleaning 
culverts, and plowing snow. In a separate but connected action, the 
permittee is also requesting re-issuance of their commercial road 
use permit to operate vehicles under the WVDOT standard legal 
load limit (less than 44 tons) on the existing 3.8-mile Forest Road 
223.  

The Responsible Official, Cynthia Sandeno, expects to make a 
determination on the issuance of a special use permit for Forest 
Road 249 in September 2025. We are seeking feedback on this pro-
posal from July 25 to August 7. Written comments with the subject 
line “Special Use Permit for Forest Road 249” can be submitted to: 

comments-eastern-monongahela-gauley@usda.gov, or mailed to: 
Attn: Amy Albright, 2499 North Fork Hwy, Petersburg, WV 26847. A 
map can be found on the Monongahela National Forest project web-
page at https://www.fs.usda.gov/r09/monongahela/projects under 
the project name “Special Use Permit for Forest Road 249.”  For 
more information, contact Amy Albright at amy.albright2@usda.gov 
or call (304) 257-4488 extension 7128.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
                  7/24/1c 

 
Contribution Requests 

     Requests for contributions to be placed on the agenda for the 
August session of the Pocahontas County Commission must be 
made no later than 12:00 noon Wednesday, July 30, 2025.   

   Please contact the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at 304-
799-4549 Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. or by email to pocaclk@clerk.state.wv.us  for further 
information and guidelines for contributions. 

7/24/1c

County, I drank from an 
alum spring that seemed ca-
pable of supplying all the 
people of West Virginia with 
alum. Some of these springs 
contain almost every soluble 
mineral. This is especially 
true of the Blue and White 
Sulphur Springs of Green-
brier County. Four or five 
miles east of Renick, on a 
limestone upland, is the 
finest view that I have ever 
looked upon, and I have 
looked over Uncle Sam’s 
farm from Plymouth Rock in 
Massachusetts to the border 
of Texas. I wish I could de-
scribe it that you might see it 
through my eyes. 

Both Pocahontas and 
Greenbrier counties are rais-
ing a great many fine sheep, 
and on these limestone up-
lands they are growing as 
fine of wheat as one could 
wish to see. The large tan-
neries and lumber mills 

along the river furnish em-
ployment to many men and 
the people seem to be pros-
perous and happy... 

 
MARRIED 

July 1, 1925, at the 
Methodist Parsonage at 
White Sulphur Springs, Miss 
Amanda Susan Taylor and 
Mr. Pinkney Edwin Doyle, 
of Stony Bottom. 

 
BIRTHS 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Oley 
Jackson, near Marlinton, 
July 1, a daughter. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard McNeill, of Onoto, 
July 17, a son. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Her-
bert Vaughan, at Raywood, 
July 16, 1925, a 10-pound 
boy. 

 
DIED 

Thomas Houchin died at a 
hospital in Ronceverte Mon-
day evening, July 13, 1925. 
His age was 67 years. On 
Tuesday his body was buried 
at the cemetery near his late 

home on Back Alleghany 
Mountain. Mr. Houchin is 
survived by his wife who 
was Miss Mary McNeill, a 
sister of Joe B. McNeill, near 
Marlinton. Their children are 
Mrs. Walter Beverage, of 
Hosterman; Mrs. Clara Ron-
ner, of Salty Fork; Cecil, 
Elmer and Harper. One son, 
Ward, was killed in France in 
the World War as a member 
of the American Expedition 
Forces. 

- - - 
Infant son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Hubert Ervine, July 17, 
1925, aged six weeks. 

- - - 
Elijah Cogar, 81, died at 

the home of his daughter, 
Mrs. Fred Galford, July 17, 
1925. The funeral service 
was conducted from the 
West Union Church with 
burial in the Cochran Grave-
yard. 

- - - 
Miss Ethel Dean, aged 

about 22 years, died at the 
home of her father, Issac 
Dean, near Rimel. 

100, from  
page 7

History, 
from page 7

Advertising deadline is Monday at noon. 
Call 304-799-4973 to place yours now.

 
FOR SALE 

 
FOR SALE - 2022 Honda CR-V, 
31,000 miles, excellent condition. 
One owner. 304-799-6035. 7/24/2p 

 
FOR REnT 

 
FOR RENT - 818B 10th Avenue, 
Marlinton. Nice building with two 

rooms. Jay Kniceley, 304-799-6243. 
7/10/4c 

 
HOUSES AnD  
REAL ESTATE 

 
FOR SALE - Eight acres, Town of 
Marlinton. Scenic views. Borders 
national forest and hike/bike trail. 
Call 304-799-6312 after 6 p.m. 

7/10/4pc 

 
POSITIOnS AVAILABLE 

 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE - Part-
time and Full-time Cook and Di-
etary aide at Pocahontas Center, 15 
Everett Tibbs Road, Marlinton. No 
experience required. Offers benefits. 
Background check required. Contact 
Robert at 304-992-6124. 

7/10/3p

BIRTHS 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Goldizen, of Marlinton, a 
daughter, Leslie Kay. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond G. Carr, of 
Moorefield, a daughter, 
Crystal Ann. The mother is 
the former Charlotte Ann 
Beverage. 

 
DEATHS 

Robert “Bob” Curry, 55, 
of Frost, a son of Meade 
Curry and the late Ada Ham-
rick Curry. He was a county 
road foreman, a member of 
the Masonic Lodge and a 
veteran of World War II. Fu-
neral service from the Frost 
United Methodist Church 
with burial in Mountain 
View Cemetery... 

- - - 
Mrs. Juanita Pearl Love-

lace, 67, of Ronceverte, a 
member of the First Church 

of God. Funeral service at 
the church with burial in the 
Dunmore Cemetery... 

- - - 
Mrs. Hattie Jane Rhodes, 

77; born at Renick a daugh-
ter of the late Alvon Preston 
and Chrissie Mae Pritt. She 
was a member of Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church in 
Hillsboro. Funeral service 
from Shanklin Funeral 
Home with burial in Oak 
Grove Cemetery.

50, from page 7



The Humane Society 
of Pocahontas 
County invites the 

public to tour the “Cat 
House” Saturday, August 
2, from noon to 2 p.m. 

Add this event to your 
calendar and take some 
time to meet their adopt-
able kittens. 

Whether you’re looking 
to adopt a kitten, volun-
teer, or just visit — every-
one is welcome. 

Learn about the impor-
tant work of the HSPC 
and how you can help. 

There will be drawings 
for gift certificates gener-
ously donated by local 
businesses in appreciation 
of the HSPC’s mission.  

Tickets for the drawing 
may be purchased at the 
event, bundles of 10 and 
20 tickets for $10 and 
$20. (cash only).  

You must be present to 
win. 

The HSPC is located 
at 410 Second Avenue in 
Marlinton.

The  
Pocahontas 

Times   
Subscription  

Rates 
 

• In-County ~ $35   
• In-State ~ $45 

• Out-of State ~ $45  
• Online only ~ $29  

• Print and  
Online ~ $59 

 
Call 304-799-4973  

or email  
jsgraham@ 

pocahontastimes.com 
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2024 Chevy 
TRAX RS 

Sunroof. Local trade. 9,400 miles! 

$23,995

25150M

2022 Chevy 
TRAX LT 

All wheel drive, remote start. 
One owner. 30 mpg highway. 

$17,995

925038

2022 Volkswagen 
TAOS 

1.5T SE. Sunroof, heated seats,  
remote start, alloy wheels. 21,500 miles. 

Call Today!

25148A

2023 Kia 
SPORTAGE X-LINE 

All wheel drive, sunroof, leather. 
Loaded. Local trade. 51,000 miles. 

$26,995

25171A

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

304-799-6388 • 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com

We Buy Cars 
 

Do you have  

an extra vehicle? 

 

Call today to  

schedule an  

appraisal.

2016 Ram  
1500 Tradesman ........$17,495 
 
2109 Ram  
1500 Express ............$16,995 
 
2022 Nissan  
Murano ......................$23,995 
 
2023 Chevy  
Equinox LT ................$21,995 
 
2021 Chevy Silverado  
Crew Cab ..................$24,995 
 
2020 Chevy  
Trax ............................$12,995 
 
2018 Jeep  
Wrangler ....................$20,995 
 
2016 Jeep  
Compass ......................$9,995 
 
2018 Jeep  
Compass Latitude ....$16,995 
 
2019 Nissan  
Frontier SV ................$19,995

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps

540-815-8159

Independent,          
full service dealer

Servicing all           
customers

TRIVIA ANSWERS: (1). Kent State (2). Marco Polo (3). The Hundred Years’ War 
(4). John Glenn

Open House at 
Humane Society

YOU MAY RECOGNIZE Romeo, left photo, the cat 
model whose photos have accompanied a few stories in 
The Pocahontas Times over the years. He’s pictured here 
making an earnest appeal for support of the animal 
shelter and the humane society. Romeo is a perfect ex-
ample of the benefits of adoption – not just for the ani-
mals, but for their human families, too. Adopted from 
the animal shelter, Romeo became an extraordinarily 
faithful friend to his grateful mistress. 
 
ROMEO’S SOMEWHAT PESKY little sister, Rafi, was 
adopted two years ago from the HSPC Cat House as a 
kitten. Her inexhaustible antics are a constant source of 
entertainment and amusement. She took a break from 
her “paperwork” to urge the public to come to HSPC’s 
Open House on August 2. 
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