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Moore ready to bring more to
Linwood Commumty L1brary

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

or Linwood Com-
munity  Library’s
new librarian Katie

oore, the facility is much :

more than a place to check
out books. It’s a community
center where she hopes to
help people get together and
enjoy books and other activ-
ities.

“That’s something that I [§

am passionate about, specif-

ically getting people out of | :
their houses, getting people |

out to engage with people,
and feel like they’re not
alone,” she said.

Moore knows all about
living in a rural area and
needing a place to go for ca-
maraderie and fun. She grew
up near Thorny Creek in the
last house on her road, in a
little place called Clawson.

The family suffered sev-
eral tragedies through the
years, and Moore didn’t hon-
estly think she would ever
come back to Pocahontas
County. Now that she has,
she’s glad she did.

Moore went to college at
West Virginia University and
moved with her boyfriend to
Boston, Massachusetts, and
then back to the eastern pan-
handle before coming back
to her family home.

After her father, Charles
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AFTER SEVERAL YEARS away for college and work, Thorny Creek area native
Katie Moore has returned to Pocahontas County and is the new librarian at Lin-
wood Community Library. Moore said she is looking forward to getting to know
members of the community and offering programs that bring them to the library for
more than books. S. Stewart photo

“Buck” Moore, passed away
in April, she and her boy-
friend came back to Clawson
and decided to stay.

“My partner — he is very
much not from Pocahontas
County,” she said. “He is

from a place where there is
civilization. He’s not used to
this, so when he was the one
that suggested ‘why don’t we
just stay here and we’ll make
your dad’s house our home.’
That’s kind of where we are

Lucas Adcock
Staff Writer

here are residents
of Hillsboro who
have lived here

their entire lives. And I say
“here” because I, too, live in
Hillsboro.

After living here for
nearly two years now, there
have been so many wonder-
ful days and nights that I’ve
learned just can’t be found
anywhere else. At the very
least, not in the city. So. I
thought, “What would be a
great way to explain to
everyone how living in
Hillsboro is not just another
place to live, but an experi-
ence?”

In Hillsboro, the nights
don’t announce themselves.
They arrive quietly, like
most everything else. The

The experience of
l1iving 1n Hillsboro

sun settles and its rays dis-
appear softly behind the
mountain until you can hear
the nocturnal sounds of na-
ture shuffling and buzzing
and croaking. The occa-
sional car that passes by
may rumble from the motor,
and then it’s gone. When
the sun has gone down and
the moon has taken its place
— that’s when there’s space.
Real space. The kind of
space that lets you hear a
fire crackle or see the stars
without having to look for
them. A time when the
smoke from the stove out-
side drifts sideways and
hugs the ground.

Whether you’re visiting a
family member or stum-
bling through this historical
little town, comfort can be
found in the most unlikely
of places. Hiding in its

crevices are the keys to
life’s real value. It’s the lit-
tle things for me: the tinge
in my nose from the bit of
creosote in the wood stove.
The crunch of gravel under
the tires. The stars painted
on the sky in such a way
that it hints at the artist
above. And in the moun-
tains, the roaring hills come
to life as the night wind
whips and echoes farther
than the day.

It’s far too often that I am
reminded of a life with a
quicker pace, and even the
short years I’ve lived in
Hillsboro have reminded
me how much of the quiet
life I prefer.

Not only does it remind
me that this is how life
should be experienced, but
also that life is too short to

see Living pg 10
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right now. It’s really nice.”
Things fell into place and
as luck would have it, the
Linwood librarian position
came up and although the job

see Library pg 5

PCHS

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

he Pocahontas
County Board of
Education held a

special meeting Friday,
January 9, to discuss a re-
cent audit that was done at
Pocahontas County High
School.

Superintendent Dr.
Leatha Williams and chief
school business officer

Sarah Hamilton presented a
report to the board in which
the audit results were re-
vealed.

Before sharing the re-
sults, Williams and Hamil-
ton gave an overview of
West Virginia Department
of Education Policy 1224.1
which covers the account-
ing procedures for public
schools.

The policy outlines the
rules and regulations for
handling of all funds that
are received at the school
level, including breakfast
and lunch fees, fundraisers,

BOE special
meeting
reviewed

audit

donations, ticket sales and
concession stand funds.

“So, the school principal
is responsible for the finan-
cial management of the
school, not the Pocahontas
County Board of Educa-
tion,” Williams said. “The
principal must ensure that
all provisions of this man-
ual and local board policies
and procedures are com-
plied with; that all account-
ing records are maintained
accurately and that all fi-
nancial reports are prepared
and submitted in a timely
fashion.”

Hamilton explained that
the audit was ordered after
areport was issued Decem-
ber 11 to her and Williams
concerning the funds at
PCHS. The following day,
Hamilton and Williams
began an investigation by
first visiting local banks
and donors to make sure
the policy was being fol-
lowed.

see BOE pg 5

A change 1s gonna’ come’

Lucas Adcock
Staff Writer

s we look at our
world today, it’s im-
portant to think back

to how much of our society
was set in place by the work
of a singular man. The fa-
mous civil rights leader Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was
unafraid of criticism, un-
afraid of cynical backlash,
and unafraid of being told
that his beliefs were radical.
But to this civil rights leader,
his views were radical. They
were meant to be. Change
without radical action was
never possible in the realm
of civil rights until someone
stepped forward to take
charge on the subject, and
that’s just what King did.
As Martin Luther King
Day approaches, it’s impor-
tant to understand the rele-
vant history of this promi-
nent figure that we all
learned about in school, be-
ginning with the fact that
King’s name was not always
“Martin Luther King Jr.” but

Waxe 2026

rather, “Michael King Jr.” As
a child, he was comfortable
with his name. Whe he was
only five years of age, his fa-
ther, King Sr., decided to
change both his and his son’s
name to reflect Protestant
Reformation Leader Martin
Luther, following a 1934
Baptist Church Alliance
meeting in Berlin.

This meeting sparked a
strong sense of purpose in
King Sr., enticing him to re-
turn to the United States with
a new perspective on racial
inequality  that heavily
stemmed from oppression
and  discrimination  as
marked by the rise of Nazi
Germany. King Sr.’s per-
spective on inequality then
directly stemmed from the
teachings of the Baptist
Church Alliance as it was
stated: “This Congress de-
plores and condemns as a vi-
olation of the law of God the
Heavenly Father, all racial
animosity, and every form of
oppression or unfair discrim-
ination toward the Jews, to-
ward coloured people, or

FIRST
Shrewibury ot Lowh St
Moses Newrome, Minitter
Mo Nisa Cerry, [
way. Cocil MeCormith,
Swgay Sches! Supt.
WORSHIP WITH US IN
OUR NEW SANCTUARY.
:30 a.m. Sunday_Schoo!
11:00 2. m. Morning Worship
Guest Speaker, Dr,
Martin Luther King. Jr.,
Montgomery, Alabama
5:00 p. m. Testimonial for
New Memhers sponsored
by the Women's
Federation
Wed. 6:00 p.m. Youth
Fellowship
Wed. 8:00 p. ni. Mid- Week
Prayer Service

CHARLESTON
GAZETTE, SUNDAY
January 24, 1960.

toward subject races in any
part of the world.”

Later, as a 15-year-old at
Booker T. Washington High
School, Martin Luther King
Jr.’s intelligence placed him
amongst the ranks of those
able to skip a grade — or two.
As a high schooler, King
skipped both the 9th and

see Change pg 8
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Dems look at unresolved
1ssues from last year

By Esteban Fernandez
Times West Virginian

obs will lead this year’s
Jlegislative agenda, ac-

cording to West Virginia
House Speaker Roger Han-
shaw.

The West Virginia Press
Association held its annual
legislative lookahead ses-
sion, a preview of what law-
makers hope to accomplish
before the end of the legisla-
tive session’s 60 days. The
new session begins January
14.

“We know that if we deal
with jobs first, if we deal
with an environment driving
economy, we can solve a lot
of problems,” Hanshaw said.

Hanshaw argued that cen-
tering the legislative agenda
around job creation would
provide the foundation to
tackle the state’s social prob-
lems, such as educational at-
tainment, family unification
and the foster care crisis.
Hanshaw said the plan was
built on top of three pillars,
the first of which was build-
ing the state’s population
into a 21st century work-
force.

Key to that goal will be
ensuring teachers receive ap-
propriate compensation.

Hanshaw said the legislature
will seek a teacher pay raise
to $50,000 a year. Hanshaw
also emphasized the impor-
tance of the state’s growing
aviation industry, which is
fueling workforce demand.

For the second pillar, Han-
shaw also wants to make
benefits portable, allowing
workers to transition jobs
with more ease. Along with
portable benefits, Hanshaw
wants to expand and expe-
dite permits so projects can
begin faster.

For the third pillar, Han-
shaw said it rests on respon-
sible economic growth.
Encouraging housing con-
struction by removing sales
tax on home construction
materials.

Hanshaw added responsi-
ble economic growth also
rests on diversifying the
state’s economy. However,
legislative Democratic lead-
ership in the form of House
Minority Leader Sean Horn-
buckle and Senate Minority
Leader Mike Woelfel, em-
phasized the importance of
addressing  longstanding
challenges the state has
faced, beginning with child
welfare.

“Some of the priorities
that I will personally advo-

cate for this session will be
the 6,000 children in our fos-
ter care system, which we all
know is broken,” Woelfel
said. “Those children are
there through no fault of
their own. We can’t really fix
that without resources.”

Woelfel also opposed
Governor Patrick Morrisey’s
plan to move forward with
an income tax cut, despite
the state not hitting its rev-
enue target for an automatic
trigger tax cut. The legisla-
ture passed the trigger cut in
2023, which only activates
once the state hits its revenue
goals. Woelfel also strongly
defended public education
from the effects of the Hope
Scholarship, which has to a
student exodus from the
classroom to homeschooling
and other options.

“There are people in the
Senate, the House that don’t
give a (expletive); they don’t
care what happens to you,”
Woelfel said. “They don’t
care about public education.
I don’t mean they want it to
fail, but they don’t really
care whether it fails or not.
And there are some, frankly,
that want the public school
system to fail.”

see Dems pg 6

Primary Election News

he voter registration
Tdeadline for the 2026

Mid-Term  Primary
Election is April. 21.

If you want to register for
the first time or make
changes to your existing
Voter Registration, you may
do so at the Pocahontas
County Clerk’s office on the
first floor of the Pocahontas
County Courthouse between
now and April 21.

If you are interested in be-

Circuit Court

The following hearings
were recently held in Poca-
hontas County Circuit Court
before the Honorable Patrick
I. Via:

Roger A. Watson, Jr., 34, of
Marlinton, tendered a written
plea agreement to the court
wherein he pleaded guilty to
Count I, burglary, a felony,
and will enter the Southeast-
ern Drug Court program. The
State asked for dismissal of
Count II of the indictment,
petit larceny. The court
granted the motion with prej-
udice. The defendant is to pay
$160 in restitution according
to the agreement. If he suc-
cessfully completes the drug
court program he may with-
draw his plea of guilty and
the case will be dismissed.

David Bradley Moyers, 43,
of Durbin, appeared by video
from the Tygart Valley Re-
gional Jail for a hearing on
motion for reinstatement of
bond. The state objected and
the court denied the motion.
The State relates that the mat-
ter will proceed to trial March
23 on Count I of the indict-
ment. Moyers was indicted
on two counts, driving while
license revoked for driving
under the influence of alco-
hol, third or subsequent of-
fense; one count, assault; one
count, destruction of prop-
erty; one count, brandishing a
deadly weapon.

In person arraignment was
held for Christina Mae Giese,
43, of Dunmore, wherein the
defendant waived her right to
a speedy trial in this term of
court. Bond has been posted
in the amount of $30,000 but
a motion for revocation of
bond has been filed by the
State. The State asked as a
condition of bond that Giese
have random screening
through Day Report. The
State’s motion to revoke
bond will be held in abeyance
as long as Giese complies
with the terms and condi-
tions. Giese was indicted on
one count, grand larceny; one
count, entry of a building
other than a dwelling; one
count, damage, destruction or
theft of equipment used by
emergency responders; one
count, prohibited acts.

Stephanie R. Aguilar, 37,
of Marlinton, failed to appear

coming a candidate for
county office, you may file
the paperwork for that at the
County Clerk’s office, as
well.

The following county of-
fices will be on the ballot in
the primary election.

Pocahontas County Com-
mission — Northern District

The filing fee for County
Commission is $447.22.

The salary for this office is
$44.,722 per year.

Three members will be

elected to the Board of Edu-
cation.

The filing fee for this of-
fice is $25.

The open seats on the
Board are one in the North-
ern District, one in the Cen-
tral and two in the Southern.
(Yes, that’s four, but only
three will be elected.)

Conservation District Su-
pervisor — Filing Fee is $10

Party Executive Commit-
tee — Filing Fee is $10.

for her arraignment and de-
fense counsel has no knowl-
edge of her whereabouts. An
arrest warrant is currently
open on a revocation motion.
Aguilar was indicted on one
count entry of a building
other than a dwelling; one
count, destruction of prop-
erty; one count conspiracy to
commit a felony.

Clinton Eugene Buzzard,
41, of Marlinton, appeared
for his arraignment hearing
wherein he waived his right
to a speedy trial. Bond was
set at $10,000 cash or surety,
but the State was agreeable to
allow personal recognizance
bond of $10,000, with special
conditions of no contact, di-
rect or indirect, with the vic-
tims in this matter. Day
Report condition will no

longer be required as long as
Buzzard is in a residential
treatment facility. Buzzard
was indicted on one count,
entry of a building other than
a dwelling; one count, de-
struction of property; one
count, conspiracy to commit
a felony.

James Lee Bullock, 45, of
Green Bank, failed to appear
for his arraignment and de-
fense counsel did not know
the whereabouts of the defen-
dant. An arrest warrant was
issued a couple of months
ago on a previous revocation.
Bullock was indicted on one
count, malicious assault; one
count, kidnapping; one count,
domestic battery; one count
domestic assault.

see Court pg 6

éourdough Breads

Loaves * Bagels
Cookies * Muffins

Local to Pocahontas County.
Add-ins available for extra flavor.

Call Jasey Kramer

681-396-8252

Baked fresh to order.

Pizza Co

Trailhead

https://order.toasttab.com/online/
trailhead-pizza-co-916-3rd-ave

BEST PIZZA « WINGS  SALADS
304-591-7270

916 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON

Community Center’s
Community

“Breakiast
Saturday, Jan. 17 * 8 - 10 a.m.

Join us and support Dunmore Community Center Association.
Feast on good food with good conversation!

$10 per person, age 5 and younger free.
Eggs, sausage, ham, potatoes,
biscuits and gravy, and more.

\
Dunmore

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

hen Policy 3112:
Board-Staff
Communications

was placed on the Pocahon-
tas County Board of Educa-
tion meeting agenda for
January 6, it caused a lot of
concern for staff and the
community who saw the
proposed policy taking
open communication in the
wrong direction.

The policy calls for all
staff to follow the chain of
command, which would
have staff take their con-
cerns through the chain of
principal, board office di-
rector and then superintend-
ent, who would then take
the concern to the board
members.

There were several indi-
viduals, including students,
at the board meeting who
voiced their dislike of the
policy.

Pocahontas County High
School LSIC member Josh
Hardy and seniors Ramona
Hardy and Joey Van Meter,
who also served as student
representative on the board,
spoke about how they saw
the policy as a way to cut
communication instead of a
way to help it improve.

Since the three individu-
als spoke during the delega-
tion’s portion of the agenda,
the board members could
not respond or answer ques-
tions. Superintendent Dr.
Leatha Williams did ad-
dress the issue later in the
meeting.

Williams said she had the
proposed policy pulled
from the agenda due to the

BOE policy removed from
agenda after causing concern

concerns that arose but ex-
plained why she thought the
policy was important.

“As your leader in the
school system, I am com-
mitted to keeping Pocahon-
tas County Schools on the
right track and addressing
issues stemming from the
West Virginia Department
of Education State of Emer-
gency, including clarifying
and enforcing chain of com-
mand, and establishing a
communication structure
that supports that,” she said.

“I am mindful of the dis-
tress our county has en-
dured and have worked to
ensure transparency and re-
porting on decision making
in all things that I am
doing,” she continued.
“Those times of poor com-
munication and lack of
transparency are behind us.
Together we are building a
stronger system with com-
mon practices, clear com-
munication, high expect-
ations and policy driven de-
cision making.”

With that said, Williams
said she still expects the
staff to follow the chain of
command that has been in
place when the policy was
initially enacted in 2020.

“Please note, the pro-
posed policy revision only
changed one section,” she
said. “If a staff member
chooses to communicate di-
rectly with the board re-
garding county business,
then that communication
should be sent to all board
members and the superin-
tendent should be copied, as
well.”

Since the policy was only
up for revision, it will re-

main in place as it was writ-
ten in 2020, but Williams
said the revision will not be
made at this time.

“Out of concern for the
health of our county, I
would remove this pro-
posed revision from the
agenda,” she said. “My goal
is to unite our county and
our school system. We will
enforce chain of command,
but we will not do it at the
expense of the relationships
and this policy — if it is that
strongly felt about — we can
remove it.”

In business management,
the board approved the fol-
lowing:

* Second reading of Pol-
icy 5223: Absences for Re-
ligious Ordinances and
Instruction.

* Second reading of Pol-
icy 7540.02: Digital Con-
tent and Accessibility.

e Fundraisers; out of
county, out of state and
overnight field trips; early
retirement incentive of
$500 for professional and
service personnel; inde-
pendent school audits by
Education Consulting
Team, LLC; and federal
guidance to adjust standard
mileage travel reimburse-
ment from .70 to .725.

In personnel manage-
ment, the board approved
the following:

e Leave of absence of
Christine Campbell as prin-
cipal at Pocahontas County
High School, effective De-
cember 17, through the re-
mainder of 2025-2026
school year.

see Policy pg 6

Implementation of SNAP
Healthy Choices Waiver

The West Virginia De-
partment of Human
Services (DoHS) Bu-
reau for Family Assistance
(BFA) recently announced
the implementation of West
Virginia’s Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program
(SNAP) Healthy Choices
waiver, a new initiative de-
signed to promote healthier
nutrition choices and im-
prove long-term health out-
comes for West Virginians.
The waiver went into effect
January 1,2026.

Approved by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Service
(USDA FNS), the SNAP
Healthy Choices waiver fo-
cuses on encouraging nutri-
tious beverage options by
removing soda as an entitle-

ment under SNAP. All food
items and many popular bev-
erages will continue to be in-
cluded as part of the
program.

For the purposes of the
SNAP Healthy Choices
Waiver, “soda” is defined as
any carbonated, non-alco-
holic beverage that contains:

* Water

* A sweetening agent (in-
cluding sugar, high-fructose
corn syrup, or artificial
sweeteners)

 Flavoring

e Added carbonation

Only beverages that
meet all four criteria will be
restricted.

This change does not
apply to food purchases.
Other beverages — including
water, milk and 100% fruit

or vegetable juice — remain
fully eligible for purchase
with SNAP benefits.

All SNAP-authorized re-
tailers in West Virginia are
required to be fully compli-
ant with the new policy
by April 1,2026. DoHS will
be providing technical assis-
tance to all retailers to ensure
a smooth transition.

The soda waiver is ap-
proved through December
31,2027, with an option for
the State to request an exten-
sion for an additional two
years.

For questions regarding
the SNAP Healthy Choices
waiver, please contact the
DoHS Office of Constituent
Services at 1-877-716-1212,
or email DoHSPublicCom
ments@wv.gov

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
8am.-2 p.m.
Sunday 2 - 5 p.m.
Join us!

Inside Levels Depot, 8300 Seneca Trail (Rt. 219) « Hillsboro - 304-6ad-4111

Open
Thursday - Saturday

oam.-8pm [ 2N " Migidi NEW MENU!
Sunday SR AT > Visit us on Facehook.
wom®, {ILLSB ORO oo
1847 Seneca Trail PUBLIC HOUS Fri.and Sat.9 a.m.~Noon
Hillsboro W Sun.9 am.~2pm.
304-653-2646 ~Dine in or carry out~

Specials and menu posted on Facebook/HillshoroPublicHouse - Event schedule: hillshoropub.com

Stop in and check
out our

New Menu Items
Daily Specials
Call ahead or check
our Facebook page!

FREE WI-FI ¢ Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
At the bridge in Marlinton ® 304-799-7233  www.greenbriergrille.com
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by Joe Miller

End of History and the Last Man in which he argued
that Western-style liberal democracy had triumphed
over the forces of illiberalism.

For a few years, it seemed that Fukuyama might be
right.

Countries across Eastern Europe overthrew their au-
thoritarian dictators and began holding free and fair elec-
tions. Central and South American nations embraced free
markets and (eventually) free elections. The Arab Spring
pointed to liberalizing in the Middle East. China joined
the World Trade Organization and American officials as-
sumed that political liberalism would follow soon after.

Alas, it seems that Fukuyama’s declaration may have
been premature.

China remained stubbornly totalitarian, even as its cit-
izens got richer through freer markets. The Arab Spring
faltered. Old-school autocrats seized power in Russia,
Hungary and Turkey. Venezuela embraced Soviet-style
authoritarian Marxism.

In America, no less a figure than Vice President J.D.
Vance openly proclaims himself a member “of the post-
liberal right.”

It’s important to understand here that Fukuyama isn’t
using “liberal” in the same way you might hear it used on
talk radio or Facebook —the one that conflates “liberal”
with support for an FDR/LBJ-style expansive welfare
state.

Fukuyama is using an older meaning of liberal, one
that traces its origins back to figures like John Locke,
Thomas Paine, James Madison and Thomas Jefferson.
It’s an Enlightenment idea, one that sits at the heart of
the American experiment.

In this broader sense, Ronald Reagan and Barack
Obama are both liberals.

Liberalism in this older sense has three main tenets.

1. The primacy of the individual.

2. Equal treatment under the law.

3. State neutrality.

I'll explain each briefly in the remainder of this col-
umn. In the next few weeks, I’ll look more closely at ar-
guments for each.

The primacy of the individual is the bedrock of liber-
alism. For a liberal like Jefferson or Locke, what the
thing that matters most is that each individual is allowed
to make their own choices.

A trait or a relationship that an individual chooses —
for example, dressing sharply or joining a specific church
—is morally relevant. We can make our own choices and
our own judgements about people based on the choices
that they have made.

Conversely, traits or relationships that are not freely
chosen are not an appropriate basis for making judg-
ments about people. Your skin color and your parents are
not things you have chosen and are therefore not appro-
priate factors for making judgements about you.

Equal treatment under the law sounds pretty straight-
forward, though in practice, it took a civil war, a suffrage
movement and a series of Civil Rights movements be-
fore we got this one implemented correctly.

A country’s laws have to treat individuals the same.
No one gets to be exempt. No one gets special treatment.
Whatever public goods a country provides (e.g., schools
or roads or parks or police) have to be equally available
to all citizens.

Figuring out exactly what it means to treat people
equally under the law can be tricky business. More often
than not, policy disagreements between Republicans and
Democrats boil down to differing interpretations of this
principle.

In 1989, Francis Fukuyama penned a book titled The

see Reason pg 8

Gibbs Kinderman
Contributing Writer

( jonsidered by many to be
the most entertaining local mu-
sician of the second half of the

20th Century with his unique style of

blues playing, Richard Thomas Daugh-

erty was born in Clover Lick May 16,

1924. Mr. Daugherty was a veteran of

World War II and was employed by the

West Virginia Department of Natural

Resources in Pocahontas County.

He was known in the community as
“Whitey” and was often referred to as
“the best musician in the county,” en-
tertaining at church services, reunions,
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Whitey Daugherty ~ a Pocahontas
County Musical Legend

events and on the radio until shortly be-
fore his death at the young age of 58.

Richard Thomas Daugherty died
Sunday, July 11, 1982 from a heart at-
tack and was buried at the Brownsburg
Cemetery near Marlinton.”

He was one of the first local musi-
cians to appear live on WVMR, which
went on the air in July 1981. The1982
program was “Frost City Limits,”
hosted by Norris Long, the voice of
Blue Grass on WVMR since its earli-
est days, and named after the Public
TV program “Austin City Limits.” This
broadcast introduced Mr. Daughterty to
many new listeners, and made his sig-
nature tune, “Mister Drifter,” the sta-

tion’s most requested song for quite
some time.

Some of the 1980s WVMR radio
volunteers want to honor him before
the generation that knew him has all
gone.

Thanks to the work of Norris Long,
the 1982 live program and several of
his songs, including “Mister Drifter,”
are preserved in the WVMR archives

If you have memories of Whitey
you’d like to share, or a tape of his
music, please contact Gibbs Kinder-
man at 304-667-2334 or gibbskinder
man@gmail.com

TRIVIA - a little

something to think about

1. What is the only bird that can fly backwards?
2. What is the world’s largest city by area?
3. What is a female elephant called?

4. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution deals with

self-incrimination?

Science in Small Bites
It’s about “Time”

e go about our
busy days, occa-
sionally glancing

at our watch or the clock on
the wall. But we seldom stop
to think about how time re-
ally works: is it the same
time here as on Mars? Is
time linear and the same for
everyone at all times,
throughout the universe?

The following discussion
will prove that what most of
us think about time is inac-
curate.

What began as a thought
experiment led Albert Ein-

space and time; one is mean-
ingless without the other.
The human brain evolved
to accommodate only three
dimensions: height, width
and length, and, if you in-
clude our natural but limited

stein to conclude that “Time § ;

is but a persistent illusion.”
His statement is fact, but a
premise that boggles the
mind.

So, what did Einstein
mean when he used the word
“illusion” regarding time?
Not to get ahead of myself,
but clearly, he was referring
to our brain’s biological in-
ability to conceptualize time
in the universal sense.

Time is one of the most WM

used words in any language
on Earth. The world would
be chaos without time, at
least in our world, where our
daily lives revolve around a
standard way of measuring
time.

Without it, we couldn’t or-
ganize our schedules or, say,
show up for work on time.
Time and space are two sides
of the same coin - they are
intrinsically related, theoret-
ical physicists call it space-
time.

Imagine arranging a lunch
date with a friend and not
specifying the time or place
to meet. You might end up at
the Dirt Bean at 11 a.m., and
your friend at the Hillsboro
Pub at 1 p.m. For both of you
to arrive at the same place at
the same time, you need to
know both sides of the coin,

THE TINY OAK gall wasp injects its egg and a chemi-
cal cocktail into an oak bud and turns what would have
been a leaf into a wasp nursery with round-the-clock

food service. Clever, huh?

A CROSS SECTION of an oak gall reveals the wasp larvae in the center of the sphere
and filaments from the outer shell providing nutrition to the insect by way of photo-

synthesis.

understanding of time, a
fourth dimension. Our per-
ception of the malleability of
time does not come easily to
us. Many reject the notion
that time does not pass at the
same rate for everyone.

Time, as we know and uti-
lize it, is not universal, nor is
it linear. Our view of time is
often expressed as a flowing
river, but this metaphor is in-
accurate.

Time has an inverse rela-
tionship with space and is af-
fected by gravity, velocity
and entropy. There is an
arrow of time pointing to-
ward increasing entropy, be-
ginning after the Big Bang.

&, A Blast

from
the Past

urma-Shave

Courtesy of the Ruth Friel Estate

Approached... Half a dollar...

A crossing... At the drug store...
Without looking... Simply holler.
Who will eat... Burma-Shave

His widow’s cooking?

Burma-Shave ;

Half a pound... JANUARY
For... 24, 104M

" AT THEHIGH
. ROCKS LODGE |

Independent,
full service dealer

AMSOIL,

The First i Syrithetics ©

Servicing all

d’“’sm‘q@

FREE ESTIMATES

304-199-2416

rk24954@yahoo.com

RON'S TREE SERVICE, lll!

e Complete Tree Care and Removal
¢ Lot Clearing * Rights-of-Way
e Stump Grinding

Veteran and Senior Discounts

Cell: 681-298-03956

Since 1991  wv2226-1961

" 195 THOMPSON
ROAD

BISCUITS & GRAVY A
WORKSHOP -

PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 'BEREA

Entropy, in the context of
time, is a measure of disor-
der. Our universe started
with low entropy but contin-
ues toward greater disorder;
this is one way to think of
time.

What we will discuss in
the following paragraphs
about time is something that
can and has been proven

many times, but is exceed-
ingly counterintuitive, a real
challenge to our natural con-
cept of time. Our brains can
easily grasp the idea of lin-
ear time, “tick tock, tick
tock,” etc., but time is really
an expression of velocity,
space, gravity and entropy.

see Your pg 8

Slatyfork - Seven active
rental units, plus restaurant
space. $295,000 26-10

Snowshoe - Aﬁordable
1BD/1BA Snowcrest
condo. $124,900 25-746
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log home on 2.2 acres.
$599,900 25-1217
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he Internal Revenue
Service has an-
nounced  Monday,

January 26, 2026, as the
opening of the nation’s
2026 filing season. This
year, several new tax law
provisions of the One, Big,
Beautiful Bill become ef-
fective, which could impact
federal taxes, credits and
deductions.

Taxpayers have until
Wednesday, April 15,2026,
to file their 2025 tax returns
and pay any tax due. The
IRS expects to receive
about 164 million individ-
ual income tax returns this
year, with most taxpayers
filing electronically.

IRS.gov has online tools
and resources taxpayers can
use before, during and after
filing their federal tax re-
turn. One, Big, Beautiful
Provisions provides infor-
mation that could help low-
er tax bills and potentially
increase refund amounts.

“The Internal Revenue
Service is ready to help tax-
payers meet their tax filing
and payment obligations
during the 2026 filing sea-

IRS: 2026 filing season;
online tools and resources help

son,” said IRS Chief Execu-
tive Officer Frank Bisig-
nano. “As always, the IRS
workforce remains vigilant
and dedicated to their mis-
sion to serve the American
taxpaying public. At the
same time, IRS information
systems have been updated
to incorporate the new tax
laws and are ready to effi-
ciently and effectively pro-
cess taxpayer returns during
the filing season.”

IRS Individual
Online Account
Taxpayers can access
their individual online ac-
count information, includ-
ing balance due, payments
made or scheduled, tax
records and more.

New Schedule 1-A

Taxpayers will use the
new Schedule 1-A to claim
recently enacted tax deduc-
tions, such as no tax on tips,
no tax on overtime, no tax
on car loan interest and/or
the enhanced deduction for
Seniors.

Enroll in a
Trump Account

Parents, guardians and
other authorized individuals
can establish a new type of
individual retirement ac-
count for their children. To
learn more, visit trumpac-
counts.gov

Open a
bank account

The IRS strongly encour-
ages taxpayers to establish a
bank account to receive
their tax refunds via direct
deposit, because the IRS is
phasing out paper tax re-
fund checks due to the ex-
ecutive order, Modernizing
Payments To and From
America’s Bank Account.

Forms 1099-K

and 1099-DA
Taxpayers should visit
IRS.gov and learn what to
do if they receive either of
these forms. Form 1099-K,
Payment Card and Third
Party Network Transac-
tions, is used to report pay-
ments received from credit

see IRS pg 8

Marlinton
Mapor’s Corner

By Sam Felton

ike so many other is-
sues in government
and in life, this

county’s trash situation, and
how to deal with it, is bring-
ing up various unintended
circumstances that have no
good or pleasant answers.

While the alternative op-
tions are being considered at
the county level, I began
some testing, for compari-
son’s sake, for the Town
garbage options. Knowing
the trash and garbage fees
are going to rise is a given.
We just don’t know how
much. Two days of testing
indicates a further decision
at the Town of Marlinton,
which can produce a nega-
tive impact at the county
level.

On January 7, the Town
trash truck was asked to fuel

up before going to the
county landfill. The driver
was asked to return to Town
and fuel again before park-
ing for the night. The trip
took one hour and nine min-
utes. The truck used three
gallons of fuel, (better than |
expected). Fuel, labor and
tipping fee (using an average
of five tons) at the present
$95 per ton rate, totaled
$514.80.

On January 9, the driver
ran the route and fueled the
truck before parking. Coun-
cilman Scott Gibb drove to
the Greenbrier County Land-
fill and unloaded, (thank
you, Scott). He returned to
Marlinton and refueled be-
fore parking. The trip took
three hours. The truck used
15 gallons of fuel. Fuel,
labor and tipping fee (using
an average of five-tons) at

the Greenbrier County rate
of $67 per ton totaled
$477.06.

A final decision is difficult
to make, (knowing the im-
pact that approximately
1,200 fewer tons per year
will have on the newer/
higher rate for Pocahontas
County.

The difference this makes
for the Town is easy to see.
Currently, it is $37.74
cheaper per trip if the Town
goes to the Greenbrier
County Landfill. If we
started tomorrow, this sav-
ings could amount to ap-
proximately $9,812.40 per
year for the Town of Marlin-
ton.

The estimates of an in-
crease to $130 to $140 per
ton at our landfill is what
will be hard for Marlinton
Town Council to swallow.

A tipping fee of $140 per
ton would increase our
Town’s trash bill by an extra
$262.74 per trip. An annual
increase of $68,312.40 per
year. Nothing is easy any-
more.

What’s
Cookin’?

With Sally Cobb

Community Calendar

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Marlinton Town Of-
fice will be closed Monday,
January 19, in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Garbage pickup for this day
will be Tuesday, January 20.

The Landfill and the
Solid Waste Office will be
closed Monday, January 19,
for Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.

EVENTS

Dunmore Community
Center will host break-
fast Saturday, January 17, 8
to 10 a.m. The menu will in-
clude eggs, sausage, ham,
biscuits, gravy, fruit and
more. $10 per person, ages 5
and younger free.

FREE Community Din-
ner Thursday, January 22, 5
to 6:30 p.m. at Marlinton
Presbyterian Church. Spon-
sored by area churches and
community volunteers.

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

Budding Bookworms
playgroup at Green Bank
Library. Wednesdays,
10:30-11:30 a.m. for chil-
dren age 5 and younger, ac-
companied by an adult.
Cancelled when schools are
closed.

McClintic Budding
Bookworms - Thursdays
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Linwood Little Librari-
ans — Thursdays 10:30 to
11:30 a.m.

Friday Fun at Durbin
Library — Fridays 4 to 5
p.m.

MEETINGS

Allegheny Post 117 Tues-
day, January 20, 6 p.m. at
Arbovale Community Cen-
ter. All members are encour-
aged to attend.

WY Prayer Alliance third
Thursday of the month 6:30
p.m. at the Community Well-

ness Center. Non-denomina-
tional. Everyone welcome.
Gather to pray for our com-
munity and our country. For
more information, call Kim
at 304-439-0593.

The Pocahontas County
Beekeepers meet the third
Thursday of the month at 7
p.m. at the Community Well-
ness Center in Marlinton.
New members welcome.

Open Sew with Library
Quilters of Marlinton first
Monday of each month 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at McClintic
Library. Everyone welcome.

PARKS AND REC

Adult Pickup Basketball
Thursdays 5:30 p.m.

Taekwondo, for ages 13
and older, Wednesdays 6 to
7:30 p.m. at the Community
Wellness Center.

Zumba Tuesdays at 5:30
p-m. and Thursdays at 5 p.m.
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Spinach, Feta
Egg Muffins

6 eggs

2 Tbsp. water

1/4 tsp. black pepper

1/3 cup frozen leaf
spinach thawed, squeezed
dry

1/4 cup diced baked ham

1/4 cup crumbled feta
cheese

2 Tbsp. drained diced
pimientos

Heat oven to 350 degrees.
Coat 6 muffin cups with
cooking spray. In a medium
bowl, whisk together the
eggs, water and pepper until
blended stir in the spinach,
ham, feta and pimientos. Di-
vide mixture evenly among
muffin cups.

Bake until set in centers,
18-20 minutes.

Chicken Tamale
Casserole

1 cup 4-cheese Mexican
blend, divided

1/3 cup milk

1 egg

1 tsp. cumin

1/4 tsp. ground red pepper

1 (14 oz. can) cream -style
corn

1 (8.5 0z.) box corn muf-
fin mix

1 (4 oz.) can chopped
green chilies, drained

Cooking spray

1 (10 oz.) can red enchi-
lada sauce

2 cups shredded cooked
chicken breast
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Place a humber in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 44 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

® 2026 King Fealures Synd., Inc.

m one to ninge.

1/2 cup sour cream

Preheat oven to 400 de-
grees.

Combine 1/4 cup cheese
and next 7 ingredients
(through green chilies) in a
large bowl, stirring just until
moist.

Coat 13 x 9-inch baking
dish with cooking spray,
pour in mixture.

Bake at 400 degrees for 15
minutes or until set.

Remove from oven and
pierce entire surface liberally
with a fork; pour enchilada
sauce over top.

Add shredded chicken and
remaining 3/4 cup cheese.

Bake at 400 degrees for 15
minutes or until cheese
melts.

Remove from oven; let
stand 5 minutes. Cut into 8
pieces; top each with 1 Tbsp.
sour cream.

Serve.
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Every small step counts toward
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{EDITH'S

becoming a healthier version of
yourself. Start the year strong
and supplement your lifestyle
with whole body cleanses,
!/ immune, stress and weight loss
and sleep support. We have
cleanses and detoxes for a full
body reset. Let us help you meet

your health goals this year!
Friendly, knowledgeable, dependable service since 1986.

Order by phone
or visit
edithsstore.com

HEALTH & SPECIALTY

STORE

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. * EASY PARKING
1035 Washington St. East ® Lewisburg 304-645-7998

Call us with your
special requests -
WE SHIP
ANYWHERE!




John Snyder
Contributing Writer

he Pocahontas Coun-
Tty Lady Warriors are

8 — 1 to-date on the
season and are ranked 6th in
the State in Single A play.

Last week gave them two
more wins against Pendle-
ton County and Bath
County, and a loss at home
against power team Tug
Valley.

The Girls Varsity played
regional rival Pendleton
County in Franklin last
Thursday. They were be-
hind 37 to 32 at the end of
the third quarter but
outscored their opponents
31 to 10 in the fourth quar-
ter to win 63 to 47 with a
pressure defense.

Allyson Taylor had 20
points; Alexis Arbogast 15;
Calli Propst 13; Shayla
Bennett 8; Savana Sharp 7.

Saturday, at home, the
Varsity went up against last
year’s state tournament run-
ner-up Tug Valley and suf-
fered their first loss of the
season 81 — 37. An injury
and COVID were factors

Lady Warriors ranked
sixth 1n Single A

for the Warriors in that loss.

Haven Deskins scored 27
points for Tug Valley and
Bailey Hall had 22 re-
bounds.

Savana Sharp was the
leading scorer for PCHS
with 12 points; Cali Propst
was right behind with 11;
Shayla Bennett added 6
points; Rya Barlow and
Alexis Arbogast each threw
in 3; and Julia Brown added
2.

The Girls Varsity got
back on the winning track
with an exciting 88 - 62 vic-
tory over Bath County
Monday.

Allison Taylor scored 26
points, including five three-
pointers and had 21 re-
bounds. Savana Sharp
scored 21 points and had
eight rebounds. Alexis Ar-
bogast scored 13; Calli
Propst filled up the stat
sheet and scored 16 points;
Shayla Bennett added 9;
Maxie Monico 2; and Rya
Barlow added 1.

Trinity Forbes scored 36
for Bath.

Th PCHS JV Girls won
their third straight game

with an exciting 48-45 win
over Tug Valley.

Julia Brown and Addison
Hamrick led PCHS with 15
points each. Chloe Annett
scored 5 before being in-
jured; Halleigh Teter 2; Rya
Barlow 2; Reanna Alder-
man 2; Jolene Workman 5;
Haiven Brown 2; and Ryley
Kerr 3.

WARRIOR BOYS

The Warrior Boys JV and
Varsity Basketball teams
had wins over the Rich-
wood Lumberjacks Satur-
day afternoon at home. The
JV won 64-46 and the Var-
sity won 77-71.

Michael Mason and
George Shifflett put up 17
points each for the JV team.

Bringing home the win
for the Varsity were Carter
Vandevander with 30
points; Ben Workman 18
points; and Cash Beers 15.

The Boys have games
January 16 at home against
Bath County at 7 p.m.; Jan-
uary 17, Highland, away, at
2 p.m. and January 20,
Union, away, at 7 p.m.

BOE, from
page 1

On December 16, Hamil-
ton was joined by director of
personnel Dr. Rhonda
Combs at PCHS, where they
were given access to the
school safe.

“The following funds and
on-site collections were in
the safe — the Turkey Trot,
Poinsettia Sales, track dona-
tions, Advent calendar
funds, Forest Festival travel
stipend, robotics, class dues,
yearbook sales, powder puff
T-shirt sales, National Honor
Society dinner collections,
science lab fees, SkillsUSA
club dues, Christmas T-shirt
sales, FFA donations, FFA
fruit sales, lunch payments
and basketball ticket and
concession sales,” Hamilton
said.

“Some of those occurred
as early as September,”
Williams added.

The policy requires that
the principal make a daily
bank deposit, especially if
the take for that day is more
than $500. With what was
found in the safe, it was de-
termined a deposit had not
occurred since the beginning
of the 2025-2026 school
year.

When reviewing what was
found in the safe, Hamilton
said there were issues with
receipt totals and the amount
of money attached to them
adding up. There was one
case where the receipt for
concession stand sales at a
football game reported
$3,098.38. That number was
scratched out replaced by
$2.,878.30 which was also
scratched out.

The final number was
$2,879.56 and minus the
startup of $450, the total de-
posited in the safe was
$2.,429.56.

There was no explanation
as to why the numbers were
scratched out and whether or
not the final count was right
or not.

The receipts that are is-
sued with funds require a list
be made of how many $1s,
$5s, $10s and so forth are
collected before the total is
added at the bottom.

Hamilton said there was a
receipt that recorded 116 $1
bills were collection, how-
ever, when she counted the
money to verify that, there
were only 66 $1 bills pres-
ent.

Other issues were discov-
ered when the safe was fully
analyzed.

“Basketball uniforms
were purchased without a
signed requisition or a pur-
chase order in place,”
Hamilton said. “Addition-
ally, the vendor used was not
an active vendor for our
school system. A check for
the science lab fees was
dated September 9, 2025,
and the deposit went through
the 16th of December.

“The athletic director re-
ported that referees had not
been paid and $39,000 was

kept in the safe for several
weeks, and in some cases,
part of the funds had been
there for months,” she con-
tinued. “I personally took
the money to the bank in the
last two weeks of Decem-
ber.”

There were also times
when money was taken from
one fund to reconcile an-
other, leaving the first fund
short. A note was found stat-
ing the ticket sales from a
game was $54 short, so $54
was taken from that night’s
concession stand funds to
reconcile it.

After these discoveries,
Williams and Hamilton had
an independent audit done
for PCHS. The audit was for
July 1, 2024 through De-
cember 22, 2025.

Williams and Hamilton
shared the results of the
audit, which found several
areas of concern that need to
be corrected.

The auditors found that
paperwork was not being
filled out properly, such as
listing how many of each de-
nomination of bill was col-
lected and the total of each.
There were also several
times amounts were crossed
out and replaced without any
explanation.

Regarding bank deposits
and funds going back and
forth from the bank, the
audit not only revealed that
deposits were not being
made in a timely fashion, but
cash taken out of the bank
for ticket sales was not re-
turned to the bank between
school years.

It was noted that cash was
taken out for the ticket sales
boxes on August 22, 2024,
and it was not returned until
August 1, 2025. It was then
taken back out on August 19,
2025.

The audit also revealed
that there were no copies
made of checks before they
were deposited in the bank.

Next, they reviewed pur-
chases and purchase orders
and discovered that the pol-
icy was not being followed
regarding purchases of more
than $5,000 and backdating
of purchases made.

“So, our finding in this
section, we noted that pur-
chases over $5,000 were not
properly bid out and three
quotes were not obtained,”
Williams said. “The recom-
mendation is that we follow
those guidelines of Policy

LIC. #WV064901

8200. We get three quotes
when it’s necessary to meet
the threshold.

“Continuing on with pur-
chasing orders, they re-
viewed purchase orders
during the audit period of
July 1, 2025 through De-
cember 22, 2025, and noted
there were 627 created dur-
ing that time frame and 294
of them were backdated to a
date that predated the in-
voice date, however, were
actually encumbered in the
system well after the order
date and in some instances,
after the goods were already
received,” she added.

Williams and Hamilton
also shared a spreadsheet
that showed a list of funds,
when they were received
and when they were de-
posited, some take more
than 100 days to be de-
posited in the bank from the
time of receipt.

After reviewing the audit,
Williams explained what
will take place to ensure the
issue is corrected and will
not happen again. First, she
and Hamilton have agreed
that all the other schools will
also undergo audits to see
that things are in order there.

“Training will be required
for all staff members via
Vector or another solution in
which everyone will read,
train and make sure that they
know the appropriate spend-
ing protocol,” Williams said.
“I’m sure most people do
understand the appropriate
spending protocol, and we
have gotten derelict in doing
it because we did have au-
diting years where we didn’t
have these findings, so it’s
not that we don’t know.

“Principals and school
secretaries will be trained on
time management, financial
procedures and organiza-
tions,” she continued. “They
are a team, so they need to
understand the policies that
regulates them.”

Williams added that she is
going to ask principals to try
to spread out fundraisers
throughout the school year
so there will not be an over-
flow of money coming in at
one time.

After the independent au-
dits are done, Williams said
there will be another one in
July 2026, after a baseline is
made by the previous audits.

Suzanne Stewart may be
contacted at sastewart@
pocahontastimes.com
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Michael J. Porter scholarship

Chris Mishoe

hen Michael Por-
ter moved to Poc-
ahontas County,

he became involved in edu-
cation as a substitute teacher.
As he interacted with the stu-
dents, he became aware that
after graduating, students
were often held back from
furthering their education
because of financial needs.
He contacted Ruth Taylor
and told her of his interest to
award a cash scholarship to
a graduating student wishing
to further their education in
one of the fields of Science,
Technology, Engineering or
Mathematics. As time went
on, it was decided that as the
cash amount grew, it would
better be served by the
Greenbrier Valley Commu-
nity Foundation administra-
tion.

After Michael’s death in
2022, some of his friends
wanted to honor Michael’s

School Menus

January 19 - 23

Monday, 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. hol-

iday. No school.

Tuesday, 20: Banana bread square, fruit.
Walking taco with lettuce, tomato, cheese,
black beans, Mexi corn, carrots, fruit, milk.

Wednesday, 21: Cooks’ Choice.

memory and thought that by
continuing to help the schol-
arship fund grow it would
truly do that. They presented
the idea to other friends,
family and the Hillsboro
Community and found that
all were on board with a
project. It was suggested a
Golf Scramble would be the
vehicle to begin to work on
accomplishing the task. Ruth
Taylor, of Hillsboro, Phillip
Cain, of the Pocahontas
Country Club, and Anne
Bowling, of the Greenbrier
Valley Community Founda-
tion, along with business
members of the community
helped put together our an-
nual Golf Scramble. This
year, we were able to add
nearly $10,000 to the princi-
pal of the account. It is our
plan to continue to grow the
base amount, so that the
scholarship will continue to

increase. At present the
scholarship  amount is
$1,000.

As we come to the end of
this holiday season of gift
giving and family and lights
and remembering the year, |
would like to take a moment
and share my sincere thanks
to all those who have helped
raise awareness of this schol-
arship and have helped raise
money for Michael’s cause.
Michael was truly a light to
all his friends, his family and
to his students.

Michael’s mother, Cathy,
his sister, Debbie, and all his
extended family and friends
wish to express their heart-
felt gratitude for those who
have made this cause their
own.

May this year of 2026
bring you all the blessings
you deserve, as we give
thanks for all the blessings
we received in 2025.

As Michael often said
throughout his life, may we
all continue to “Do Good

12

Things!!

Spaghetti with meat sauce, garden salad

with romaine lettuce, whole grain roll, herb

milk.

roasted zucchini with parmesan, pineapple,

Friday, 23: Oatmeal muffin square, fruit
cup. Chicken noodle soup with WV grown
chicken, whole grain grilled cheese sand-
wich, celery and carrot sticks, cookie, fruit,

Thursday, 22: Breakfast pizza, fruit. milk.
e something  collaborative fully, becomes a better per-
lel'ary, night. son by the end of the book.

from page 1

isn’t in her degree field,
Moore jumped at the oppor-
tunity to serve the commu-
nity.

Moore has been friends
with Pocahontas County
Free Libraries Director Hal-
lie Herold since childhood
and was eager to work with
her friend in creating new
programs for the Linwood
Library, as well as maintain-
ing the ones that are ongo-
ing.

“Hallie and I met last
night and talked,” she said.
“I’ve got a list of things I
want to do. I am still figur-
ing out how to accomplish
them.”

Of course, the library’s
bread and butter is books
and Moore has a knack for
helping a visitor find what
they’re looking for, simply
by learning what they like to
read.

When I mentioned a cou-
ple of my favorite authors,
she’s immediately said, “I
have a book I think you’ll
love.”

“That’s something that’s
been fun, too,” Katie said.
“When people check out
books, I tell them to let me
know how it was so I can
recommend it,” she said. “I
think it’s really important to
connect with people. Kind
of get a sense for what peo-
ple like.”

Moore even plans to have
a “readers’ picks” section of
the library, similar to those
in bookstores, for “staff
picks.” She wants to display
recently returned books with
comments from the readers
in hopes that someone will
be inspired to check out the
book as well.

In addition to books,
Moore said she wants to get
a few activities organized
for the community, includ-
ing a game night and some-
thing for homeschool chil-
dren in the area.

“I would love to have a
game night here,” she said.
“l was actually thinking
about the mail order mys-
tery things that you can get.
I think it would be a fun —
get out of your house — do

BOSLEY

A EXCAVATING

ROADS e« SITE PREPARATION
LOT AND LAND CLEARING
TOPSOIL & OTHER MATERIALS

CERTIFIED SEPTIC INSTALLER

GREEN BANK, WV 304-940-5449

“I have met a lot of home-
school parents and I would
like to see if they’re inter-
ested in coming up and
doing things together,” she
added. “I know they are al-
ready really good with net-
working and commun-
icating with each other. |
would love to be part of
bringing people together,
too.”

A reader herself, Moore
said her favorite author is
Kurt Vonnegut — a mutual
love she shared with her
dad.

“That was his favorite,”
she said. “I would get him a

Vonnegut  book every
Christmas.”
She also likes stories

where the main character
learns a lesson, and, hope-

Although it has been chal-
lenging to return to her
childhood home, especially
after so recently losing her
dad, Moore said she is
happy to be back in Poca-
hontas County and excited
about the future.

She is also ready to take
on the completely made-up
role of “Mayor of Clawson.”

“I ran into some people
who camp there that my dad
knew forever, and they
called him the ‘Mayor of
Clawson,’” she said. “It trig-
gered something in my
memory and I was like, ‘I
remember people calling
him that.’

“Now it’s an inherited
title, so now I’'m the ‘Mayor
of Clawson,”” she added,
laughing.

SIMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GET THAT SNOW BLOWER AND ‘
YOUR OTHER COLD WEATHER -:. ﬂ,:s
POWER EQUIPMENT READY FOR

WINTER (you know it's coming).

HILLSBORO AUTOMOTIVE

1/4 mile east of Rt. 219 on Denmar Road, Hilishoro

Monday - Friday 8 am. - 5 p.m., Saturday by appointment 304 — 6 5 3 = 49 88

O

R

Expert service for Pocahontas County
and beyond since 1983

@3

EXCAVATING

Septic Systems - Perc Tests « Hydroseeding
Roads - Driveways « Basements « Footers

FREE ESTIMATES

304.653.4357
Chris Rose « EIm Street, Hillsboro

O €C°'S

LLC
WV002417

Pre-
Season
Sale!

STRETCH FILM
30” Evolution $81
30” Evolution G2  $86.90

NETWRAP

48” x 9840° RWB  $206.80
517 x 9840° RWB $213.40
48” x 9840’ Vermeer $290
51” x 9840’ Vermeer $300

64” x 7000’ Vermeer $280
TWINE
20000/110 $23.25
4000/440 $33.65
9600/170 $35.20

QUALITY

BALING SUPPLIES

8x150 ......... $227.90
8x200 ......... $301.85
9x150 ......... $281.30
9x200 ......... $344.90
9x250 ......... $429.60
9x300 ......... $519.80
10x200 ........ $322.35
10x250 ........ $532.65
10x300 ........ $638.45
All orders must be placed
and paid for by Jan.16.

P. Bradley & Sons

www.pbradleyonline.com

PRopuCTS

540-434-2352

2955 John Wayland Hwy., Dayton, VA 22821
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Obituary

Phyllis Buettner
Phyllis Jean Buettner, 68,
of Paden City, peacefully
passed away at her home
Sunday, January 4, 2026.

Born April 17, 1957, in
Marlinton, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Eugene P. and
Monda Mason Galford.

Phyllis was a retired mort-
gage loan technician for the
United States Government.
She loved scrapbooking,
gardening, traveling and
spending time with her
grandchildren. She was a
member of the Paden City
Garden Club, past state and
national president of NA-
COAC/NASP and Paden
City Christian Church.

She is survived by her
husband, Louis “Lou” Buet-
tner; four sons, Brian McK-
eever, of Glasgow, Ken-
tucky, Eric (Ashtin) McK-
eever, of New Martinsville,
Lance (Karen) McKeever, of
Morgantown, and David

| Buettner, of New Philadel-

phia, Ohio; daughter, Tonya
Armstrong, of Port Washing-

| ton, Ohio; seven grandchil-

dren, Carter McKeever, Silas
McKeever, Anna McKeever,
Sienna McKeever, Braxton
McKeever, Kalena McK-
eever and Isla McKeever;
five step-grandchildren; one
step-great-grandchild; sister,
Karen McCoy, and husband,
Steve, of Droop Mountain;
and several nieces, nephews
and cousins.

Graveside service was
held Wednesday, January 7,
2026, at Paden Memorial
Garden in Paden City with
friend Jeremy Joy officiat-
ing.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Paden City
Christian Church, 105 E
Main St., Paden City, WV
26159.

Dems, from
page 2

Woelfel urged the legisla-
ture to take up the question
of the school aid funding
formula. The current for-
mula is outdated, and
schools must pay for support
positions that are mandated
by the legislature out of
pocket, which strains coun-
ties’ school finances. Repub-
lican State Sen. Amy Grady,
chair of the Senate Educa-
tion Committee, however,
placed emphasis on chang-
ing graduation requirements.

She said students need
more pathways out of public
education, and that the tradi-
tional four-year college ex-
perience isn’t for everyone.
She said schools should pre-
pare students with the skills

employers are looking for.

Hornbuckle also brought
up the subject of utility bill
prices. He supports a freeze
on utility bills to give the
legislature time to find pol-
icy fixes. He also called for
reforms to the Public Service
Commission to make it more
responsible to the people.

However, none of the sug-
gestions from the Democrats
has a chance of reaching bill
status  unless Hanshaw
agrees to move it onto the
legislative agenda.

“Folks think they have all
the ideas, and it never works
out that way,” Hornbuckle
said. “I think we have to
make a concerted effort to
put people first this legisla-
tive session.”

Times West Virginian

Article provided by the
West Virginia Press Associa-
tion

Everything that hinders

by Dawn Reed

y cell phone had
been acting weird
for a while.

Everything was running
slow. I didn’t get much
service though my cowork-
ers — with the same phone
carrier and sitting right be-
side me — had no trouble at
all. The sound for calls had
not worked for a year and a
half. Every single one had
to be made on speaker.
(Several millennials tried to
figure it out — with no luck.)

Typically, I chalk any
trouble with my phone to
operator error. There’s so
much I don’t understand.
Turning it off and back on
was my go-to for months. It
never made a difference.

I didn’t have the latest
version iPhone; I was sev-
eral behind. My beloved
found me the next upgrade
for a penny. He even volun-
teered to take it to the cell-
phone store to get it
switched over. Holy Moly!
What a dear! He stopped by
my workplace to pick up
my sluggish cellphone and

went to get it done. It was
the sweetest thing.

My beloved had no clue
as to all that was on my
phone. He didn’t realize I
hadn’t done my last update
because I was over my stor-
age limit. The nice lady at
the cell phone store told
him for me. She worked
diligently to transfer every-
thing to the new phone. It
took two and a half hours.
My beloved waited the en-
tire time. He dropped it
back off to me with instruc-
tions to delete all unneces-
sary data.

I had 16,223 pictures,
more than 700 notes, count-
less text messages, and
bunches of unused apps
running. All of them to-
gether were hindering the
effectiveness of my cell-
phone. I was holding on to
so much stuff I didn’t need,
and it was holding me back.
There were 100s of pictures
of clouds, our dog asleep on
the couch, recipes and
quotes I hadn’t looked at in
ages. For my new phone to
function properly, I was
going to have to let some

stuff go — to get rid of some
unnecessary baggage.

I’ve been hanging on to
lots of other stuff I don’t
need. Purging my phone
(and the new year) moti-
vated me to clean out some
closets. In one of them, I
found a clown costume
from the late 1990s, a child-
sized kimono from Japan
(vintage 1970s), an adult-
sized bee costume (Sunday
School emphasis mid 90s),
a mummy costume (Trunk
or Treat 2018), two Tooth
Fairy gowns, two wigs and
an old pinata.

In addition to material
things, we can also hold on
to past mistakes, past hurts,
unfulfilled dreams, losses,
anger, bitterness, jealousy,
or a host of other emotions.

Hebrews 12:1 tells us,
“..let us throw off every-
thing that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles
and let us run with perse-
verance the race marked out
for us.”

As we go into 2026, are
there things we need to
throw off? Things that are
hindering our peace, our

Dawn Reed

hope, our growth. Is there
sin that is keeping us rooted
in place? As the writer said,
“Let’s throw it off...and run
with perseverance...” Not
quitting but always going
forward.

The “throwing off” can
be a process, but God is
faithful. He will see us
through it. Oh, how I wish I
could have snapped my fin-
gers and cleared my phone
instantly. That first evening,
I spent three hours deleting
1,200 photos of dumb stuff.

I may be hindered for a
while yet.

COlll't, from
page 2

Ashley Simpson, 35, of
Charmco, pleaded not guilty
to all counts of her indict-
ment and waived her right to
a speedy trial in this term of
court. Bond has been posted
in bound over cases and will
transfer to this case. Simp-
son was indicted on two
counts, fraudulent schemes:
two counts, conspiracy to
commit a felony.

Steven Bryant Simpson,
41, of Charmco, pleaded not

guilty to all counts of his in-
dictment and waived his
right to a speedy trial in this
term of court. Bond has been
posted. Simpson was in-
dicted on two counts, fraud-
ulent schemes: two counts,
conspiracy to commit a
felony.

Anthony Joseph Lamb,
27, of Marlinton, pleaded
not guilty to all counts in his
indictment and waived his
right to a speedy trial in this
term of court. Bond was
posted. Lamb was indicted
on one count, wanton endan-
germent; one count, ob-
structing an officer.

Policy, from
page 2

e Resignation due to re-
tirement of Christine Camp-
bell as principal at Poca-
hontas County High School,
effective June 30, 2026.

* Employment of Jennifer
Stewart as teacher of
alternative education at
Marlinton Middle School,
pending successful back-
ground check.

e Resignation due to re-
tirement of Kimberly Rao as
secretary Il/accountant II at
Pocahontas County High
School, effective December
31,2025.

* Employment of Melissa
Taylor as interim head coach
for girls’ basketball at Green
Bank Elementary-Middle
School, for the remainder of
the 2025-2026 school year.

* Employment of Rebecca
Peteete as interim $1 coach
for girls’ basketball at Green
Bank Elementary-Middle
School, for the remainder of
the 2025-2026 school year.

* Employment of Patricia
Plaugher as teacher for the
21st Century Grant after-
school program at Green
Bank Elementary-Middle
School.

The next board meeting

ere not
justa
funeral home,
we're your friends
and neighbors —
and we're here to
serve you.

Kimble

Funeral Home and

Cremation Service

18942 Seneca Trail North
Marlinton

304-799-2500

kimblefuneralhome.com
KEITH A. KIMBLE,
L.IC.

will be Tuesday, January 20,
at 6 p.m., in the board of ed-
ucation conference room in
Buckeye.

Brandon Roberts,

Owner

Obituary
Policy:

Obituaries are pub-
lished free of charge up
to three column inches
with a $6 per column
inch charge thereafter.

Roherts’ Tree Service

Tree Trimming & Removal ¢ Shrub Trimming * Lot Clearing
* Light Excavation Work * Bucket Truck Service * Chipper Service

304-661-4086
Frankford, WV

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe and Pocahontas Counties
robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
Discounts for ;

WE OFFER

SERVICE.

Douglas “Doug” Lantz, L.I1.C.
16792 Seneca Trail, Buckeye

PET CREMATION

38 S
'Ac
Because, after all, they're family, too.

— FUNERAL HOME AND
arnilz CREMATION SERVICES

Call us, come by any time or contact us at our website.

Locally owned and operated

www.lantzfuneralhome.com

304-799-4171

WORSHIP

WITH US!
Sunday
8:45 a.m.

Offering the Light

of New Hope, by

serving God and
our neighbors.

New Nope
lutheran

Church

“God’s work, our hands.”
IMimnehaha Springs

e Lock in your rate for

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance
up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean
to your family after you're gone — cash
to help pay your funeral, medical bills
or other final expenses.

e Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

* No medical exam, no health questions

Find out how affordable this coverage can be —
Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559

Life55plus.info/WV

p Plus — you'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

life

nyfml Wishes
PLANNER
P ———r

6236-0625

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years.
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN)

Arbovale - 304-456-4277
J. L. “Rusty” Arnold, Licensee-in-Charge

Wallace & Wallace, Inc.

Funeral Chapel

Providing superior service at reasonable prices and
supporting the community since 1928.

Lewisburg - 304-645-2060

www.wallaceandwallacefh.com

and Crematory

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensation!

Call 1-844-308-4327 to order item 2692X !
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU52
* Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
IC: H6YUS52

27% SAVINGS

INCLUDING SHIPPING

s~ R
2

.

=
STERLING

WATER TREATMENT

MODEL # OXY315
Iron Reduction System

* Reduces Staining ¢ Eliminates odors
* Brighter laundry ® Protects plumbing
¢ Corrects acid water conditions

* No chemicals
| * No in-line venturi to plug or adjust
¢ No air compressor
* No air release valve required
* Rugged mechanical piston valve
* Full flow bypass valve

In Stock with Media
£5%1,6497 %

a2 GLADES
» BUILDING SUPPLY

Marlinton ® 304-799-4912  Hardware
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Gonsumer Cellular-

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG
WIRELESS COST.

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT
16 TIMES IN A ROW.

We've been ranked “#1 in
er ice among
s Value MVNOs,
16 Times in a Row.”

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SERVICE.

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

855-615-6411

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon's lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all

areas and is subject to system limitations.
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Preserving Pocahontas

B. J. Gudmundsson, Preservation Officer

K

ID: PHP007746)

THANK YOU TO Macxine Elbon for sending this photograph of her great-grandfather, Noah Puffenbarger, and
family of Frank, West Virginia. Maxine writes: “The picture was taken 1921 timeframe. As I name the people
in the picture you will notice first man on left in back row is Warrick W. Hoover who was married to Edith
Puffenbarger. Uncle Warrick Hoover was timekeeper at the Tannery in Frank from beginning until his retire-
ment. My grandfather, Joseph Puffenbarger, also was a life time employee at the Tannery.

“Front Row (1 -r): Violet Hoover, Katherine Puffenbarger (my mother), Bertie Wilfong Puffenbarger, Charles
Puffenbarger, Noah Puffenbarger, Eugene Puffenbarger. Second Row: Warrick Hoover, Edith Puffenbarger
Hoover, Hubert Puffenbarger, Virginia Puffenbarger, Joseph Puffenbarger (my grandfather), Ratie Arbogast
Puffenbarger and baby Helen Puffenbarger.” (Preserving Pocahontas Archives, Courtesy of Maxine M. Elbon;

Photographs in the “Preserving Pocahontas’ Digital Library may be found at www.pocahontaspreservation.org
or www.preservingpocahontas.org

If you have photographs or documents to be scanned for the county Historical Archive contact Preservation Of-
ficer B. J. Gudmundsson at 304-799-3989 or email info@pocahontaspreservation.org Prints of photographs
from the archives are available.

Sebenty - ffive Pears Aqo

Calvin W. Price, Editor

Thursday,
January 18, 1951

Over in the county of
Highland, ladies have a soci-
ety for the pursuit of science.
They call it the Garden Club.
Regular meetings are held,
usually in the home of a
member.

At the recent January
meeting, a lady gave her ex-
perience in winter feeding of
birds in her backyard. Fruits,
grains, seeds and suet were
items on the bill of fare —
water is especially appreci-
ated. Keep the water from
freezing by adding glycerin

Her list of birds included
an occasional blue jay, cardi-
nals, sparrows, nuthatches,
chickadees, woodpeckers,
titmouse, wrens and what
all; why, even a mocker. The
mocker acted high-winged
and temperamental. He bum-
ped on and then bumped off
the table. He ate up the
raisins the lady had served.
When robins turned up at the
cafeteria, there were content

with water and frozen, rotten
apples.

My little niche in the pro-
gram was to tell something
of the bogs of Cranberry.
They asked me last summer.
I will promise anything 90
days ahead; even to the pay-
ment of money; and put it in
writing, too. While appreci-
ating most highly the dis-
tinctive honor, as the fateful
date approached, I began to
have doubts. It so happened
to be the day of the week the
paper is assembled and
printed.

Then, too, the weather for
weeks on end was more fit-
ting for people of my years
to be in the chimney corner,
a sitting by the fire, than gal-
livanting over a countryside,
50 miles from home.

However, it turned out that
there had never been a better
time to go to Monterey. The
weak winter sun was begin-
ning to gain strength, the
road was smooth and fine
with small hazard from ice,
the company of fellow seek-

ers of truth proved delight-
fully stimulating. I would
have remarked in the words
of an old friend on this return
from the Kanawha County
jailhouse — the company was
as congenial as one could
wish!

Anyway, it was a pleasure
trip. However, I do not seem
to be able to get over the
wonder of being able to
leave home after lunch, go
45 miles, speak a piece, get
back home for early supper,
tuck a paper on the press,
print for four hours and then
to bed by 10 o’clock.

OUR ARMY AND
NAVY BOYS

Corporal Wallace W. Bus-
sard, of the U. S. Guard, who
is stationed in Wilmington,
North Carolina, visited his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Bussard, at Frost, during the
holidays.

Mr. and Mrs. Lacy Wise-
man, of Droop, who have
two sons serving in Korea,
heard the latter part of De-
cember from them both and
they had been moved out of
the Seoul area. Orville had
received a banged-up shoul-
der and was sent to a hospi-
tal. He called to his brother,

Junior, from the ship, that he
thought he was being taken
to Japan, but instead he was
hospitalized in Seoul. He
was removed from there and
now the whereabouts of nei-
ther Orville nor Junior are
known to their parents.

B. B. Vandevender, elec-
tronics technician, third
class, USN, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ora Vandevender, of
Bartow, is serving aboard the
repair ship USS Hector in
the Far East.

Sergeant Thomas E. Gib-
son, of the U S. Army Air
Force, has returned to his du-
ties at McChord Air Force
Base, Tacoma, Washington,
after spending several days
furlough with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Gibson,
on Elk.

Corporal and Mrs. Forrest
G. Kellison, of Rapid City,
South Dakota, are visiting
home folks here this week.
Corporal Kellison is with the
8th Air Force in which he
has served 32 months. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. For-
rest G. Kellison, of Buckeye.

see 75 pg 10

Ififty Pears

Aqo

Jane Price Sharp, Editor

Thursday,
January 15, 1975

Last week’s reminiscing
was centered on the smoke-
stack and wasn’t intended to
be a complete story on work-
ers, but we welcome any ad-
ditional history...

Here are a few of the en-
tries for the contest you may
enjoy...

My Mom says I am a hot
head, so I would like to blow
my stack.

Joe McMillion
Hillsboro

I wish to blow my stack to
clear the air and help beau-
tify our landscape in Marlin-
ton.

Jerry Jett
Marlinton

I would like to see an ex-
plosion or big boom for
peace and progress — not
war. [ was born in Cass and
worked in Marlinton during
1942 for the Ration Board.
Also, I remember the land-
mark well.

Mrs. Evelyn Rayborn
Charleston

Born there — mother killed
by train and was reared by
my grandmother. John
Welsey Irvine was my
grandfather.

Ruby Irvine Winebrenner

Gauley Bridge

The reason I would like to
blow your stack is that it was
impossible to get the odor
out of my clothes. I was em-
ployed at the tannery in the
late 20s and lived at Edray
with my parents.

John McClure
Charleston

I would like to enter the

Blow Your Stack Contest. I

was born near Mill Point. I
graduated from Hillsboro
High School where my
brother, Joe, played on the
football team, and I have
often wanted to blow up
Marlinton after a ballgame.
Mary Kramer

Berrier

SNOW GOOSE

Sunday afternoon, a white
goose was honking and hiss-
ing on lower Second Avenue
as a dog or two barked
around it. Randy Stemple
threw a piece of canvas over
it and took it to the Green-
brier River nearby.

This is probably the goose
seen on the Greenbrier the
past week or so. The Snow
Goose is a stock bird and
doesn’t have the longer neck
of other geese.

BIRTHS

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Matheny, of Durbin, a son,
Patrick Brian.

Born to Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen H. McFElwee, of
Athens, Georgia, a daughter,
Brandy Jean.

DEATHS

Mrs. Dora Rachel Combs,
84, of Buckeye; born at
Woodrow, a daughter of
William E. and Nancy Kel-
ley Sharp. Service from Van-
Reenen Funeral Home with
burial in Cochran Cemetery.

Howard James Kelley, 55,
of Fairmont; born at Lobelia,
a son of the late Howard T.
and Sara Jane Byrd Kelley.
Funeral service from Van-
Reenen Funeral Home with
burial in Dunmore Ceme-
tery.

Mrs. Emma J. Auldridge,
95; born at Mill Point, a

see 50 pg 10

Ifootsteps through Bistory

The Pocahontas Times
Price Brothers

Thursday, January 17, 1901

A man fell into the water tank last week and was hurt. He

Calvin W. Price, Editor

100 -Bears-Ano
in The Pocahontas Times

Thursday,
January 14, 1926

Six degrees below zero
sometime Tuesday night.
Zero at 7 o’clock Wednesday
morning.

The children of Seebert
Wilfong, at August, have
whopping cough. Also, two
children of Denton Wilfong.
Other cases have been re-
ported in the same neighbor-
hood.

THE ANT

Continued. ..

The ant yanks his property
this way and that, shoves it
ahead of him in a moment,
turns tail and lugs it after
him another moment. Gets
madder and madder, then
presently hoists it into the
air and goes tearing away in
an entirely new direction;
comes to a weed; it never oc-
curs to him to go around it;
no, he must climb it; and he
does climb it, dragging his

worthless property to the
top; which is as bright a
thing to do as it would be for
me to carry a sack of flour
from Heidelberg to Paris by
way of Strasburg Steeple.
When he gets up there, he
finds that that is not the
place; he takes a cursory
glance at the scenery and ei-
ther climbs down again or
tumbles down, and starts off
once more — as usual, in a
new direction.

At the end of half an hour,
he fetches up within six
inches of the place he started
from and lays his burden
down; meantime he has been
over all the ground for two
yards around and climbed all
the weeds and pebbles he
came across. Now he wipes
the sweat from his brow,
strokes his limbs, and then
marches aimlessly off in as
violent a hurry as ever. He
traverses a good deal of
zigzag country, and by and
by stumbles on his same
booty again. He does not re-

member to have ever seen it
before; he looks around to
see which way is not the way
home, grabs his bundle and
starts; he goes through the
same adventures he had be-
fore; finally stops to rest, and
a friend comes along. Evi-
dently the friend remarks
that a last year’s grasshopper
leg is a very noble acquisi-
tion and inquires where he
got it.

Evidently the proprietor
does not remember exactly
where he did get it, but
thinks he got it “around here
somewhere.” Evidently the
friend contracts to help him
freight it home. Then, with a
judgment peculiar antic (pun
not intended), they take hold
of opposite ends of that
grasshopper leg and begin to
tug with all their might in
opposite directions. Present-
ly they take a rest and confer
together. They decided that
something is wrong, they
can’t make out what. Then
they go at it again, just as be-
fore. Same result. Mutual
discriminations follow. Evi-
dently each accuses the other
of being an obstructionist.
They arm up, and the dispute
ends in a fight. They lock
themselves together and

chew each other’s jaws for a
while; then they roll and
tumble on the ground till one
loses a horn or a leg and has
to haul off for repairs. They
make up and go to work
again in the same old insane
way, but the crippled ant is at
a disadvantage; tug as he
may, the other one drags off
the booty and him at the end
of it. Instead of giving up, he
hangs on, and gets his shins
bruised against every ob-
struction that comes in the
way.

By and by, when that
grasshopper leg has been
dragged all over the same
old ground once more, it is
finally dumped at about the
spot where it originally lay.
The two perspiring ants in-
spect it thoughtfully and de-
cide that dried grasshopper
legs are a poor sort of prop-
erty after all, and then each
go off in a different direction
to see if he can’t find an old
nail or something else that is
heavy enough to afford en-
tertainment and at the same
time valueless enough to
make an ant want to own it.

see 100 pg 10

was at work on the top of it and fell to the bottom bruising
himself considerably. To add to his discomfort, no sooner
had he landed and hurt himself because there was no water
to break his fall, the water came pouring in from the pumps
and came near drowning him.

If the new tank keeps leaking until warm weather, the cit-
izens of Marlinton will be favored with the luxury of an
ideal shower bath to cool them off and refresh them after
the arduous toils of the long summer days.

Friday evening, the sound of an explosion was heard and
felt in Marlinton. It was learned afterwards that it was an
explosion of dynamite at Falling Spring, 32 miles by the
railway. A large boulder had fallen on the track and delayed
the passenger train going down. Twenty-five sticks of dy-
namite were placed on top of the boulder and plastered over
with mud. The stone was completely shattered and the train
proceeded after a delay of 15 minutes.

The present winter is a very remarkable one for its mild-
ness. We have had no snow this winter. Folks are getting a
little uneasy about their supply of ice for next summer. We
have had more bright days than usually falls our lot. This is
the mildest winter since 1892-3.

A few cases of smallpox are breaking out again in this
county on Droop Mountain, and a few cases are reported
in the brush section of Edray district. Everyone should be
vaccinated who has not already rendered himself immune
to the disease.

Whooping cough has made its appearance in the families
of Uriah Bird and Jeff Killingsworth, east Marlinton. There
seems to be no danger of its spreading as the parents are
carefully isolating their children.

THE ORGANIST

There is a certain church in this county which has had an
organ for about 20 years, and the position of organist has
been supplied from the young ladies of the congregation.
The peculiar part about it is that none of the young ladies
have held the position of organist but for a very short time
because shortly after a young lady begins to play on that
organ in the face of the congregation, she gets married. This
has happened without exception in some 15 or 20 cases...

PARALYZED

In every large town like Marlinton, there are a number of
men who occasionally make a night of it and solace them-
selves with alcoholic joys. Paralysis is a terrible thing. It
makes you feel so bad the next morning. A party of men
were courting this sort of paralysis the other night in this
town when one of them suddenly declared that there was
something terrible the matter with him, that he could not
shut his eyes. His boon companions gathered around him in
alarm. The victim’s eyes were wide open, and he was strug-
gling with muscles commonly known as orbicularis palpe-
brarum whose sacred duty it is to close the eye.

The eyes of the victim were wide open placidly staring at
the faces of the men who were inquiring into the matter.
The victim was making tremendous effort, straining every
nerve to contract the orbicularis palpebrarum, without ef-
fect. The victim placidly stared until he went to sleep and
the next day the olfactory muscle had resumed its function.

It is thought that the trouble was brought on by too fre-
quent doses of a certain liquid known as an eye opener.

see History pg 10
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Change,
from page 1

12th grades due to his aca-
demic success. He enrolled
in his father’s Alma Mater,
Morehouse College, in 1944.
At a mere 19 years of age,
King had earned his BA in
sociology, later studying the-
ology at Crozer Theological
Seminary where he was later
ordained to the Baptist Min-
istry.

As a young man, however,
King could not accept his
new name. But following in
his father’s footsteps, and
after decades of preaching
and successful leadership of
the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott, King felt as though he
had come to earn it.

Before his famous “I have
a dream” speech which took
place at the Lincoln Memo-
rial in 1963, King visited our
very own Charleston, West
Virginia. There, in 1960, he
delivered a sermon and mes-
sage at the First Baptist
Church. A small announce-
ment appeared in the local
paper, the Charleston Gaz-
ette, inviting all members of
the public to come and hear
him speak.

The Gazette, noting that
King would see the same
race issues in Charleston as
he did in the south, noted
that there were also “men of
good will” and that King
would see the evidence of
their work. The Gazette also
went on to state that “per-
haps this city [Charleston]
can bolster the spirit of this
courageous man and prove
to him that this fight hasn’t

been entirely in vain.”

Don Marsh, the reporter
for The Gazette, had the
honor of interviewing King
at his hotel in Charleston the
evening before his address.

“Ultimately, we seek inte-
gration, which is true inter-
group, inter-personal living
where you sit on the bus,
you sit together not because
the law says it but because it
is natural, it is what is right,”
King told Marsh.

These days, it is far too
easy to place blame on any-
one for anything. And as
MLK day approaches, it is
important to remember that
he urged forgiveness and
reconciliation as this great
equality shift in the United
States occurred.

Now, in retrospect, his
death has marked conspiracy
theories on whether or not
the escaped convict and as-
sassin, James Earl Ray, actu-
ally acted alone in the kill-
ing. King had just leaned
over the balcony at the Lor-
raine Hotel in Memphis,
Tennessee, speaking to Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson, when
Ray shot him in the head
with a rifle. King died in the
hospital that night.

Whether or not the con-
spiracies that surround
King’s death are real is up
for debate. Nevertheless, his
preachings, his teachings,
his beliefs laid the ground-
work for racial equality in
our world. From the walls of
the MLK memorial, what he
stood for is plainly written:
“Darkness cannot drive out
darkness, only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out
hate, only love can do that.”

Reason,
from page 3

Broadly speaking, Repub-
licans tend to hold that the
equal treatment standard is
met as long as the laws don’t
formally discriminate against
anyone. Democrats tend to
hold that formal equality
now doesn’t account for
decades of historic inequal-
ity. Much of our politics is
downstream from that di-
vide.

The third principle, state
neutrality, is a corollary of
the first two.

If an individual’s choices
are what matter most and if
we are to treat all individu-
als equally under the law,
then we shouldn’t use the
power of the state to pro-
mote any particular set of
choices.

People should be allowed
to choose whatever they
think of as a good life and
the state shouldn’t push any
particular conception of a
good life as better than oth-
ers.

¢ |mmunizations

¢ Child Psychiatry

Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Our team can provide the primary care services
your entire family needs, right here at home.

Accepting New Patients - Easy Transfers
Call 304-799-6200.

e Pediatrics and Well Child Care

e Sport/School Physicals

e Family and Internal Medicine

e Sick Visits - Adult and Children

e Women's Health Services

¢ Chronic Disease Management

e CDL/DOT Physicals

e Behavioral Health Services
e Podiatry - monthly specialty clinic

That means the laws
shouldn’t favor any specific
religion. It shouldn’t favor
homeowners over renters or
driving over public transit or
rural areas over cities.

This is the part of liberal-
ism that Americans are most
prone to ignoring. We're
pretty good about freedom
of religion. But we also offer
tax breaks for mortgage in-
terest, but not for renters. We
build way more roads than
train tracks. And we tax
farmland less than apartment
buildings.

Now there may well be
good reasons for the state to
nudge people in particular
directions sometime and
about some things. But do-
ing so is a tricky matter pre-
cisely because people dis-
agree (often very strongly)
about the things that deserve
a nudge and about the direc-
tion of said nudge.

Most of the things that fall
under the heading of “cul-
ture war” boil down to dis-
agreements about when and
how the state should cease to
be neutral.

LflX[in

PMH Snowshoe Clinic

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

New expanded hours to provide primary and
urgent care for the Slaty Fork/Snowshoe area.

Accepting New Patients -
Call 304-799-1072.

Located in the Inn at Snowshoe,
565 Cass Road, Slaty Fork.

%PO CAHONTAS

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

US 219 North, 2 miles south of Marlinton
304-799-7400 - 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, WV
www.pmhwv.org

Visitors to area welcome

IRS , from
page 4

cards, payments apps and
online marketplaces. Form
1099-DA, Digital Assets, is
used to report digital
asset proceeds from broker
transactions. Taxpayers must
report all taxable income on
their federal tax returns, even
if they don’t receive either
form.

Where’s My Refund?

Refund status information
is generally available around
24 hours after e-filing a cur-

rent-year return, or four
weeks after filing a paper re-
turn.

Be aware of
tax scams and fraud
Taxpayers can learn how
to prevent, report and re-
cover from tax scams
and tax-related identity
theft on IRS.gov.

Choose a
tax preparer

Taxpayers should review
IRS guidance for Choosing a
Tax Professional, including
tips on choosing a reputable
preparer and how to avoid

unethical preparers.

Taxpayer Assistance
Centers

Taxpayers should make
IRS.gov their first stop to get
help. If taxpayers cannot re-
solve their issue online, they
can get help by making an
appointment to visit a Tax-

payer Assistance Center.

IRS Free File
and Fillable Forms
The IRS Free File pro-
gram began accepting indi-
vidual tax returns January 9
for qualified taxpayers. Tax-
payers comfortable prepar-
ing their own taxes can
use IRS Free File Fillable

Forms starting January 26,
regardless of income.

MilTax
Military members and
some veterans can use the
Department of Defense pro-
gram, MilTax, for free return
preparation and e-filing soft-
ware.

IRS-certified
volunteers

The Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance and Tax Counsel-
ing for the Elderly programs
offer no-cost, basic tax
preparation to qualified indi-
viduals.

YOlll', from
page 3

Time is not the same
throughout the universe, or
for that matter, right here on
Earth. For example, if you
put your wife on a plane
from West Virginia to Cali-
fornia to visit her sister,
upon disembarking at LAX,
your wife would have aged
slightly more than her sister.
Alternatively, when she re-
turns to West Virginia, she
will have aged less than you.

You wouldn’t notice this
aging because of the lower
velocity of the plane, but if
that plane could go even a
small fraction of the speed of
light, 186,000 miles per sec-
ond, the difference in your
ages would be significant.
This phenomenon is called
time dilation.

The concept of time dila-
tion, however mind-bog-
gling, was proven in 1971 in
an experiment that placed
cesium-beam atomic clocks
on commercial jets and a
control cesium-beam atomic
clock at a stationary location
on Earth. These clocks lose
only one second in a million
years. Some planes flew
east, and some flew west.

As predicted by Einstein,
the clocks on the planes ei-
ther gained or lost time, de-
pending on their altitude and
direction of travel, but the
results differed from those of
a stationary clock, thereby
proving the theory of time
dilation.

Satellites that provide ac-
curate GPS signals must be
routinely recalibrated due to
their high speeds and lower
gravity in Low-Earth Orbit.
Time passes more slowly in
satellites than on Earth.

You may have heard of the
Twin Paradox, a thought ex-

periment about time dilation.
In this experiment, one twin
travels near the speed of
light in a spaceship, and the
other twin remains on Earth.
When the space-bound twin
returns to Earth, her Earth-
bound twin has aged consid-
erably more than her.

Where time dilation goes
from a thought experiment
to reality is in space travel. A
trip to Mars and back will be
affected by time dilation,
though only very slightly. If
technology advances to the
point where interstellar tra-
vel is possible, time dilation
would mean that an astro-
naut would return to Earth
far into the future, depend-
ing on the spaceship’s veloc-
ity.

The previous section was
a brief discussion of time,
but I urge you to conduct
your own research on this
fascinating topic. There is a
plethora of time-related
videos on YouTube featuring
physicists that can explain
the phenomenon much bet-
ter than I can.

In parting from the topic
of time, allow me to leave
you with one more factoid
about the subject at hand.
The speed of light is the uni-
versal speed limit, meaning
that nothing can go faster
than light at 186,000 miles
per second.

Should a future technol-
ogy exist in which a space-
ship with astronauts on
board could travel at light
speed, time would com-
pletely stop for the astro-
nauts without their noticing
it, while back on Earth, mil-
lions of years would pass. If
the spaceship were to travel
at a speed close to, but not
exceeding, the speed of
light, time would slow down
significantly, with decades
or centuries passing on

Earth.

Imagine coming back to
Earth, and everyone you
knew was long dead, and
that’s just how time dilation
works. So, the next time you
glance at your watch, re-
member: it may tell you your
heart rate and the number of
steps you’ve walked, but it’s
not telling you the whole
story of time.

Now, it’s “time”
to move on

“An oak tree is a daily re-
minder that all great things
often have small begin-
nings.” Matshona Dhliwayo

A friend’s question in-
spired the following segment
of “Science in Small Bites,”
“Why are the leaves in the
crown of an oak tree differ-
ent from those lower on the
tree?”

The leaves near the top of
an oak tree, called the crown
leaves, are generally thicker,
deeper lobed, and smaller
than the shaded leaves below
the crown. They evolved to
withstand more intense sun-
light in the crown.

Likewise, the Ileaves
below the crown are thinner
and larger, and the lobes are
not as deep as the crown
leaves to capture more light,
a phenomenon referred to as
phenotypic plasticity. The
architecture of the stalwart
oak is highly efficient, en-
abling optimal photosynthe-
sis.

Another phenomenon as-
sociated with the oak tree is
one I find utterly fascinating:
the oak apple gall. One tree
species we have plenty of
here in the Appalachians is
the oak family. Every spring,
I look forward to seeing the
development of these spher-
ical galls, which range in di-
ameter from one-half to two
inches and are red or green.

I particularly enjoy show-

ing these galls to visitors as a
way of demonstrating how
evolution can include a rela-
tionship developing between
a tree and a very tiny insect,
the oak gall wasp, Amphi-
bolips confluenta.

The oak gall wasp injects
its egg into a developing oak
bud in the early spring. The
chemical compounds in the
injection begin forming a
globular nursery for its lar-
vae. In a very real sense, the
tiny wasp is tricking the oak
into forming a ball rather
than a typical oak leaf.

The unique architecture of
the gall positions the wasp
egg at the dead center, with
structural filaments extend-
ing from the photosynthesiz-
ing outer layer to provide
direct nutrition to the devel-
oping larvae. Not to anthro-
pomorphize too much, but
this strange relationship be-
tween an oak tree and a tiny
wasp is quite clever.

I’ve often picked up a gall
and wondered how many
millions of years it would
take for the little wasp to
create such a complex rela-
tionship with something in-
finitely larger. It would make
sense that the oak gall wasp
made the first move. Well,
the gall doesn’t do any harm
to the tree, so hurrah for the
wasp.

Nature is grand and full of
mysteries; let’s love it and
protect it, so that our grand-
children can pick up a gall
and marvel at the beauty of
our planet and all of its in-
habitants.

In our next episode of
“Science in Small Bites,”
we’ll ask the probing ques-
tion, “Can we breathe
through our butt?”

Go ahead and laugh, but
the answer may shock you.

Ken Springer
ken1949bongo@gmail.com

ON SELECT

DEFENDER AND
OUTLANDER MODELS

4

AG&COMMERCIAL

PROGRAM

©2025 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. &, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affillates. In the U.S.A.,
products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in U.S.A. only between October 31, 2025 to June 0, 2026. The conditions may vary depending on
ur location and this offer is subject to termination or change at any time without notice. This offer is not refundable, exchangaable or transferable
including from one dealership to another), cannot be radeemed for cash, credit or other products of equivalent value, Null where prohibited by law.
Until supplies last, Eligible units are all new and unused 2025-2026 Can-Am Defender, Commander and Qutlander medels, excluding X mr packages.
T Qualified A%lcultural and commercial consumers can get 24 months of coverage on select 2025-2026 Can-Am Defender, Commander and Outlander
uyer of an eligible model will recelve 12 months of BRP Limited Warranty and 12 months of B.E.S.T. coverage. Florida residents are

models: The

A BRP BRAND

eligible to recelve 24 months of BRP limited warranty. Subject to the exclusions, limitations of liabilities, and all other terms and conditions of BRP's

standard limited warranty contract, including without limitation the exclusions of damages caused by abuse, abnormal use or neglect. B.E.S.T. service

contract is subject to a $50 deductible on each repair. For complete details, please see the BRP limited warranty and the B.E.S.T. contract. See your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at
1-800-887-2887 (USA) or the Canadian Safety Councll at 1-613-738-1535 (Canada). ATV and SSV can be hazardous to operate. Never exceed the ATV-SSV's passenger capacity. All adult
model ATV are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Carefully read the vehicle's operator's guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and
regulations. ATV and SSV are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and
applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive spead and be particularly careful on difficult tarrain.
Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.brp.com.

304-636-7732

Rt. 219/250 South, Beverly 5-Lane, Elkins
Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.— 2 p.m.
elkinsmotorsports.net
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS,
DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been
opened for probate in the Pocahontas County Clerk’s Office at P. O.
Box 209, 900 Tenth Avenue, Suite C, Marlinton, WV 24954-0209.
Any person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a com-
plaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-
5-11 through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifications
of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction of the
court, shall file written notice of an objection with the County Com-
mission within 60 days after the date of the first publication or within
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later.

If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is forever barred.
Any claims against an estate must be filed within 60 days of the first
publication of this notice in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-
2 and 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s)
will proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless
within 60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is
requested by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim
and good cause is shown to support reference to a fiduciary com-
missioner.

First Publication Date: Thursday, January 15, 2026

Claim Deadline: Monday, March 16, 2026

ESTATE NUMBER: 14815
ESTATE OF: LARRY VOND SHAHAN
ADMINISTRATRIX: Lenora J. Shahan
4864 Potomac Highland Trail
Green Bank, WV 24944-8506
Subscribed and sworn to before me ono Januay 8, 2026.
Melissa L. Bennett
Clerk of the Pocahontas County Commission
1/15/2¢c

NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW AND EQUALIZATION HEARINGS
The County Commission of Pocahontas County, West Virginia,
in its capacity as the Board of Review and Equalization will convene
on the following dates and times for the purpose of reviewing and
equalizing assessments made by the Assessor.

Friday, January 30, 2026
County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse

10:00 a.m.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 10:00 a.m.
County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse
Monday, February 9, 2026 10:00 a.m.
County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse
Friday, February 13, 2026 10:00 a.m.
County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse-Marlinton
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 5:45 p.m.

County Commission Office
Pocahontas County Courthouse

PRIMARY ELECTION - May 12, 2026
GENERAL ELECTION — November 3, 2026

Candidate Filing Period
January 12, 2026 — January 31, 2026

County Offices on the Ballot

The Candidate Filing period for the following county offices
opens January 12, 2026 and runs until January 31, 2026.

Filing Fee
County Commission — Northern District
Salary $44,722 $447.22
Board of Education Seats Expiring - 3 $25.00
1 Northern
1 Central
2 Southern
Conservation District Supervisor $10.00
Party Executive Committee $10.00
Based on W. Va. State Code §7-7-4
1/8/4c

— Weekly SUDOKU

Answer
3/7/6|/9/2|8/1|/5 4
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1. Bid Bond (1 Document)

is Monday at noon.
Call 304-799-4973

Advert

o

.C. SALES

THE BUILDING LOT 6.

d. Section 109 Clause

of the WV State Code.

=T

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED
CHECK WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY!

304-647-8180
LOCATED ON RT. 219 NORTH IN LEWISBURG
ACROSS FROM TUDOR'S BISCUIT WORLD

LewisBurc, WV

Shipping are non — refundable.

Town of Hillsboro
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of:
Lagoon Improvements Project

Contract No. 1 — Furnishing all materials, labor, and necessary items for the improvements of the
existing lagoon and other related appurtenances as outlined in the Plans and Specifications.
Sealed Bids for the construction of Contract No. 1 will be received at the office of the Town of
Hillsboro, 21 Firehouse St., Hillsboro, WV, until 2:00 p.m. local time on February 19, 2026, at
which time the Bids received will be publicly opened and read. A pre-bid conference will be con-
ducted in Town Hall of Hillsboro, WV at 10:30 a.m. on February 12, 2026.
Contract Times: 60 calendar days to substantial completion and 90 calendar days to complete

Bids shall be submitted on the furnished Bid forms. Bids shall be on a lump sum price basis as
indicated on the Bid Form. The bids shall be submitted using the two (2) envelope system. Enve-
lope #1 will contain the required bid documents. Envelope #2 will contain only the bid form and bid

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:
E.L. Robinson Engineering Company
5088 Washington Street West, Charleston, WV 25313
Project Manager Shawn Kelly, P.E., Office: (304) 776-7473 ext 268
Email: skelly@elrobinson.com
Bidders may examine and/or obtain the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Bidding Documents also may be examined at:
Town of Hillsboro, 21 Firehouse St, Hillsboro, WV 24946

Contractor’s Association of WV, 2114 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV 25311

The bidding documents are available at elrobinsonengineering.com. To be considered a plan
holder, register with QuestCDN.com for a free Regular membership and download the bidding doc-
uments for a download fee of $50. Downloading the documents and becoming a plan holder is rec-
ommended as plan holder’s receive automatic notice of addenda and bid updates. Interested parties
may view the bidding documents at no cost prior to deciding to become a plan holder. Contact
QuestCDN Customer Support at 952-233-1632 or Support@questcdn.com for assistance in mem-
bership registration and downloading digital bidding documents.

A five percent (5%) Bid Bond or certified cashier’s check must accompany all Bids. The suc-
cessful Bidder will be required to furnish a satisfactory Payment Bond and Performance Bond, each
for 100% of the contract amount.

Prospective Bidders should note that these contracts will include the following critical require-
ments as identified in the contract documents:

2. Acknowledgement of Addenda (1 Document)
3. WV Contract Licensing Act (1 Document) - All bidders are required to have a West Virginia
Contractor’s License per Section §21-11-11 of the West Virginia Code.
4. WV Drug Free Workplace (1 Document)
5 WVCAD Section 3 Policy and Procedure Manual (2 Documents)
a. Form 8 — Section 3 Clause & Certification
b. Form 13 — Section 3 Subrecipient — Contractor’s Plan
Certification of Non-Segregated Facilities (1 Document)
7. Equal Employment Opportunity Certification (4 Documents)
a. Special Equal Opportunity Provisions
b. Equal Opportunity Standard Clauses — Executive Order 11246
c. Title VI Clause — Civil Rights Act

8. Disadvantaged Business Enterprises Certification (1 Document)
9. Build America, Buy America Act Certification (1 Document)

Notice of Federal and State Wage Requirements
Contractors are required to comply with all laws pertaining to prevailing wage rates for the State
of West Virginia as issued by the Division of Labor and the federal wage rates issued in accordance
with the Davis Bacon Act. The contractor will be required to pay the higher of the state or federal
wage rates appropriate for each worker classification.

WYV Alcohol and Drug Free Workplace Act

WEST VIRGINIA CODE 21-1D-5 PROVIDES THAT ANY SOLICITATION FOR A PUBLIC IM-
PROVEMENT CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT REQUIRES EACH VENDOR THAT SUBMITS ABID
FOR THE WORK TO SUBMIT AT THE SAME TIME AN AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE
BID. THE ENCLOSED DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE AFFIDAVIT MUST BE SIGNED AND SUB-
MITTED IN THE FIRST ENVELOPE AS EVIDENCE OF THE VENDOR’S COMPLIANCE WITH
THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1D, CHAPTER 21 OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE. FAILURE TO
SUBMIT THE SIGNED DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE AFFIDAVIT IN THE FIRST ENVELOPE SHALL
RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION OF SUCH BID.

All bidders are required to have a WV contractor’s license in accordance with Section 21-11-11

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid, security in the amount, form, and subject to the conditions
provided for in the Information for Bidders.

No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

All fees associated with the purchase of Project Specifications, Contract Documents, Plans, and

Town of Hillsboro
Gail Siers, Mayor
1/15/2¢c

The Commission requests that appointments be made prior
to these dates.

To schedule an appointment, please contact County Clerk
Melissa L. Bennett at 304-799-4549 between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Pocahontas County Commission
1/15/2¢c

Which Ballot Am | Eligible to
Vote in the Primary?

If Your Party Is: You May Vote:
Republican Republican
Democratic Democratic
Mountain Mountain (if available)

or Non-Partisan
Libertarian Non-Partisan

Constitution Non-Partisan

None of the
Parties Above

Non-Partisan, Democratic
or Mountain (if available)

Voter registration deadline for the 2026
Mid-Term Primary Election is April 21.

Effective December 1, 2024, pursuant to W.Va. Code 3-
2-31, the Republican Party only allows registered Re-
publicans to vote the Republican Party ballot.

1/15/1¢c

POSITION AVAILABLE
SRCD General Manager Position

The Snowshoe Resort Community District (SRCD) is seeking
résumés from well-qualified individuals who are interested in
working for the SRCD as its General Manager.

The SRCD was established pursuant to the requirements of
WV Code, Chapter 7, Article 25 Resort Area District Act (RAD
Act). The District is located at Snowshoe in Pocahontas County,
West Virginia. The SRCD is interested in hiring an individual who
can help the SRCD to grow successfully in its mission to provide
for the public good of all Owners within the Snowshoe Resort
Community District.

The SRCD General Manager shall assist the SRCD Board
with planning for future projects and services to be offered
by the District. The SRCD General Manager shall have over-
sight of all existing projects and services, recordkeeping of
the SRCD and compliance with the RAD Act, the SRCD’s By-
laws and the Ordinances and Policies of the SRCD.

Candidates must have a proven success record managing
multiple facets of a municipal type operation to include commu-
nity relations development, business case development, budget-
ing and cost control, project management, grant writing and other
funding source development skills and finance administration.

The SRCD General Manager position will be an employee of
the District with a salary and benefit package commensurate with
the candidate’s background and work schedule. The SRCD Gen-
eral Manager will be required to maintain office hours and avail-
ability to meet other business needs of the SRCD Board and the
SRCD's operational requirements.

The SRCD Board reserves the absolute right to reject any and
all applications, leave the position unfilled and advertise for can-
didates at any future date at its sole discretion.

Interested candidates should send their résumé, salary
and benefit requirements to: SRCD, PO Box 377, Snowshoe,
WV 26209, or via email to: info@snowshoedistrict.com no
later than January 31, 2026.

1/15/2¢c

Early Notice and Public Review
of a Proposed Activity in a
100-Year and 500-year Floodplain

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that the Responsible Entity under Part 58
(Town of Marlinton) has determined that the following proposed
action under the HUD Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) and 23CDBG0004 is located in the 100-year and 500-
year floodplain, and the Town of Marlinton will be identifying and
evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the
floodplain and the potential impacts on the floodplain from the
proposed action, as required by Executive Order 11988, in ac-
cordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Pro-
cedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management
The proposed project is located in the Town of Marlinton, Poca-
hontas County. The project will address various deficiencies
within the Town’s wastewater treatment system in order to meet
the requirements of the West Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Protection as well as to provide efficient and reliable
wastewater treatment service to the community.

There are three primary purposes for this notice.

First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains
and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural en-
vironment should be given an opportunity to express their con-
cerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters
are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the floodplain
alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and
methods to minimize and mitigate impacts. Second, an adequate
public notice program can be an important public educational tool.
The dissemination of information and request for public comment
about floodplains can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to re-
duce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and
modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fair-
ness, when the Federal government determines it will participate
in actions taking place in floodplains it must inform those who
may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the Town of Mar-
linton at the following address on or before Friday, January
30, 2026: Town of Marlinton, 709 2nd Avenue, Marlinton, WV
24954, Attention: Sam Felton, Mayor.

A full description of the project may also be reviewed from 8:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the same address listed above.

Date: January 15, 2026

Region 4 Planning and Development Council
1/15/1¢c
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pocahontastimes.com

JOB DOMNE! Super Crossword
Buy - Sell = Trade = Rent = Hire Answers
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CE S|H
1/8/4p  secretarial position. No weekends or FREE 0G sla
holidays. Pay based on experience.
FOR SALE Please call for an interview. 304- FREE - Old newspapers. The Poc- TEMCIEN
HELP WANTED 799-4614. Hannah Insurance ahontas Times office. 304-799- H|Q|D T R|S|N
FOR SALE - 1,200 board feet, Agency. 1/82¢ 4973, 1/8/tfn EINIE | 1slE
1-inch thick, mixed red and white R -
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Living, from
page 1

live it any other way. When
you look up and see the
hazed outline of the Milky
Way, it puts meaning into
perspective. This place and
the ones who live here make

it what it is. The close-knit
community and thriving at-
mosphere only add to the ex-
perience, everyone just
living an honest day-by-day
way of life while enjoying
each other’s company.

I feel honored to have not
only moved here, but to have
been welcomed by such
kind-hearted people.

Every day, I’'m adding to
the list of things that make it
such a unique and wonderful
experience to live here, and
it never ceases to amaze.

Lucas Adcock may be
contacted at lucasadcock@
pocahontastimes.com

Lucas Adcock also writes
under the pen name L. A.
Porter.

50, from
page 7

daughter of the late Joseph
S. and Abigail Curry Smith.
Her husband, Dr. Sandy B
Auldridge, preceded her in
death in 1963. Funeral serv-
ice from Wesley Chapel
United Methodist Church at
Hillsboro with burial in Oak
Grove Cemetery.

James (Buck) Howard, 47,
of Richwood. Born at Mar-

linton a son of M. C. (John)
Howard and the late Eula
Rose Howard. Funeral serv-
ice from the New Prospect
Baptist Church at Richwood
with burial in Mountain
View Cemetery.

Mary Agnes Riley, 78, of
Arbovale, a daughter of the
late James and Martha
Bostic Faulkner. Funeral
service from Wallace and
Wallace Funeral Home in
Arbovale with burial in Ar-
bovale Cemetery.

Thomas Paris McNeel, 82,
of Lewisburg; born at Hills-
boro, a son of the late Joseph
and Mary Curry McNeel.
Funeral service from the
Jack K, Wallace Funeral
Home in Lewisburg with
burial in the Calvary United
Methodist Church Cemetery.

Charles Woodrow Keat-
ley, 59, of Marlinton a re-
tired miner and veteran of
World War II. Funeral serv-
ice from VanReenen Funeral
Home with burial n Moun-
tain View Cemetery.

75 , from

page 7

DEATHS

Mrs. Rachel Peck, aged 89
years, widow of Wellington
G. Peck, died at her home in
Durbin Friday, January 12,
1951. On Monday afternoon,
the funeral service was held
in the Durbin Methodist
Church with burial in Sim-
mons Cemetery. She is sur-
vived by four sons, John,
Luther, George and Oliver;
and a daughter, Mrs. Sarah

Simmons.

Harry Hunter Hefner, aged
58 years, of Bartow; funeral
service from the Dunmore
Methodist Church with bur-
ial in the Dunmore Ceme-
tery. He is survived by his
three daughters, Mrs. Opal
Irvine, Mrs. Hazel Fitzgerald
and Mrs. Helen Law; and a
son, Hunter Hefner.

Mrs. Martha Jane Neal
Ash, aged 83 years, died at
her home in Cass, Saturday,
January 13, 1951. On Tues-
day morning, the funeral

service was held from the
Cass Methodist Church with
burial in Graham, Va. She is
survived by her son, Charles
E. Rollins, of Cass

TYPO

A retired printer went into
the restaurant business.

“This is an outrage —
there’s a needle in this
soup!” cried one of his cus-
tomers.

“Merely a typographical
error, sir,” said the aforetime
typo suavely. “Should have
been noodle!”

%

Download our App!

(@A DPMH P

105 Duncan Road, Suite A ¢ Buckeye, WV 24924

Outstanding service [E
from people you know. &
Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Next day availability on medications or
OTCs not in stock  Over-the-counter items
¢ Easy prescription transfers
¢ Health and personal care products

¢ Coffee Shop ° Gifts

Amy

and Lisa Burdette, CPhT, and

In a hurry? Use our drive-through service window!

HAR(MAC\?

Kelley, PharmD, Kelley Warner

Quin Hatfield, PharmD

WE WANT TO BE YOUR LOCAL FAMILY PHARMACY. 304-799-1077

CARE..;

CareXpress of Slatyfork

at the base of Showshoe Mountain

431 Cass Road
Slatyfork, WV 26291
Phone: 304-572-4410
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CCWV.org

No appointment needed!

- Walk-In Care
* Primary Care
- X-Ray Services

N

Community Care

of West Virginia

100, from

page 7

DIED

Mrs. Nannie Crouch
Beard, 79, died at her home
at Beard January 10, 1926.
Graveside service and burial
at Oak Grove Cemetery.
Mrs. Beard was the widow
of the late Lieutenant Henry
Moffett Beard, who died
nearly forty years ago. She
was a member of a promi-
nent family of Randolph
County. She was an excep-
tional woman, and the world
is the better for her having

lived in it.

Louis Bauer, 61, died in
the Montgomery Hospital
January 11. He was buried at
Mt. View Cemetery. He
came to Pocahontas from Pa.
over 20 years ago with the
Campbell Lumber Com-
pany. For the past few years,
he has worked at Raywood.

In the passing over of W.
J. Dilley, a good man has
gone to his reward. Born No-
vember 5, 1847, having
passed his 79th birthday. The
funeral service was con-
ducted from the home at Dil-
ley’s Mill with interment on

a little knoll near his late res-
idence.

The deceased was a son of
the late Andrew Dilley. No-
vember 24, 1868, he married
Miss Carrie H. Stalnaker, of
Elkwater. ...

In 1870, Mr. Dilley pro-
fessed religion at the Mt.
Zion camp meeting and
throughout these years he
lived a faithful and spotless
Christian life. He was ever
ready to aid the needy ones.

At his age, he knew more
people over on the other
shore than he did here. We
do not sorrow as those with-
out hope.

History,
from page 7

GOULD MILLIONS

The Countess Castellane
who was left very well-to-do
by her late father Jay Gould,
is practically bankrupt, as it
is estimated that she is in
debt to the amount of
$4,000,000, which has been
incurred since she married a
fortune hunting insignificant
European Count.

It is thus that the large for-
tunes which are made by the

PLATINUM CLUB
HALL OF FAME

#7 TOP

financiers are dissipated and
given back to the public
from which they were
gleaned. It is part of the plan.
Every dog has his day, and
the wealth of the millionaire
comes back to the people as
surely as time cures all
things.

STATE FLOWER
The time has arrived when
we should adopt a State

Flower. The Rhododendron
is suggested as being one of
the most beautiful and
widely distributed of the
West Virginia plants, and a
suitable one to adopt as a
State Flower.

That is no bad idea and the
choice is correct. The rhodo-
dendron, Greek for “rose
tree” is more commonly
known as big laurel...

MAN () priqSuruwny ‘(1) :SYAMSNY VIAIIL

UYL “ (1) 40D *(€) SIoX

WY
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RODUCING WV

MAX AGE

Cheryl Dean

Associate Broker

304-940-0607

(3

LET’S GET YOUR PROPERTY S&ClLnH

Marlinton
$174,500 M.

SRS

 NEW LISTING

3 BR/2 BA, front porch,
- great parking, downtown

-
v _

z
Lifestyle Realty =

L3 (’-E\‘
$139,000 MLS#25=132 ]

o BT > i
3 BR/2 BA condo, close to
\

o) Stop by

19028 Seneca Trail,

e

' 2 BR/1 BA, ~0.58 acre, well,
Snowshoe, Cass Scenic Railroad  septic, shed, mountain views

Our Office:
Marlinton, WV 24954

Alinda Perrine, Broker 304-667-3334 | 135 Bicycle Lane Caldwell WV 24925

Work ~ Pleasure ~ Family
2019 Chevy 2019 Chevy
Colorado Traverse LT
Crew cab, V6, 4x4. All wheel drive,
85,000 MIlES ....oo.ovvveeereeeennn. $21,995 third row seating .................... $15,995
2016 Chevy 2017 Chevy
Equinox LT Silverado 2500
All wheel drive .........ccoeveeueeenn. $9,995 6.0 gas. Long bed .................... $20,995
2024 Chevy 2021 GMC
Silverado 2500 Custom Sierra 1500 AT4
CreW Cab .....o.oeeeeeeeeeeeeenen, $42,995 Diesel. 43,000 miles ............... $44,000
2021 Chevy 2024 GMC
Silverado 2500 Custom Terrain SLE
CreW Cab ..o $29,995 All wheel drive.

24,000 MIlES ..eovoeeeeeeeren. $23,250
2024 Chevy ..
Equinox LT 2017 Infinity
All wheel drive ..........c.ccccov....... $24,695 QX80

Logded. _ $17 995
2021 Chevy Third row seating ...................... ,
Equinox Premier
All wheel drive. Loaded ............ $19,995 2R(()92n1c->;:§2 Upland

i $

2017 Chevy 4x4. 52,000 MileS.......oveerenan. 16,995
Express 2500 2023 Kia
Cargo. 155,000 miles ................. $8,995 Sportage X-Line

All wheel drive, sunroof,
2017 Chevy 1€ather ......ovoveeeeeeeeeeeeee. $24,495
Silverado
Double cab, 4x4, 5.3 V8. i
Local trade ..........ccovverrvrererinnns $19,995 |2=|0Q1-g ?glggries

i $

2021 Chevy Sporty. White ..........ccccoevrrrenn. 12,995
Tahoe LS }
4x4. 72,000 MileS..........ccoo....... $37,995 éOé:)a:Isegc;%des Benz

All wheel drive.
2023 Chevy 56,000 MIIES ....vvveeeeeereererreen. $14,995
Traverse Premier
Loaded. 43,000 miles .............. $35,995 2021 Ram

2500 Tradesman
2025 Chevy Crew, 4x4, 6.7.
Trax LS 48,500 Miles ..........ooovveerrennnn. $43,295
Local trade. 14,000 miles.......... $19,995
Sales Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. FIND ROADS

304-799-6388 - 800-799-6388 www.mitchellchevrolet.com
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