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Fantasy Garden Party 
opens a new season 

 

There is something 
special about the 
moment before a 

new season begins. The 
posters are not all hung 
yet, the stage lights are still 
waiting, and the calendar 
is full of possibilities.  

At the Pocahontas 
County Opera House, that 
moment will arrive Satur-
day, June 13, at 7 p.m., 
when the community is in-
vited to step into the gar-
den for the 2026-27 Sea- 
son Preview Party. 

This year’s theme is Fan-
tasy Garden Party, a fitting 
invitation for an evening 
meant to celebrate what is 
growing at the Opera 
House. Guests will get the 
first look at the upcoming 
season, with a preview of 
the music, theater, story-
telling and community 
events that will help fill the 
historic Marlinton venue 
in the year ahead. 

The Preview Party is free 
and open to the public. 
The evening will include 
hors d’oeuvres, libations, 
door prizes, drawings and 
a silent auction. Guests are 
encouraged to come 
dressed for the theme, 
bring a friend and enjoy a 
festive night in support of 
the arts in Pocahontas 
County. 

More than a party, the 
event is a celebration of 
the Opera House’s role as 
a gathering place for the 

community. Each season 
brings artists from near 
and far to the stage, while 
continuing to keep per-
formances accessible for 
local families, neighbors 
and visitors. The Preview 
Party offers a chance to 
look ahead, reconnect 
with friends and help toast 
another year of shared ex-
periences in one of Poca-
hontas County’s most 
cherished spaces. 

The Pocahontas County 
Opera House 2026-27 Sea-
son Preview Party will be 
held Saturday, June 13, at 
7 p.m. at the Opera House 
in Marlinton. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. 
Come dressed for the gar-
den, ready for a little 
whimsy, and help welcome 
the next season as it be-
gins to bloom. 

 
The Rustic Mechanicals 

bring Shakespeare’s  
‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ to Marlinton 

On a July afternoon in 
Marlinton, the Pocahontas 
County Opera House will 
become a doorway into 
Shakespeare’s enchanted 
woods, where fairies stir 
up trouble, young lovers 
lose their way, and one un-
lucky actor wakes to find 
himself transformed in the 
most memorable way pos-
sible. 

The Rustic Mechanicals, 
West Virginia’s only pro-
fessional touring Shake-
speare troupe, will present 
William Shakespeare’s 

beloved comedy “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream” at 
3 p.m. Sunday, July 12, 
2026, at the Pocahontas 
County Opera House. 

Known for their fast-
paced, “unplugged” style, 
The Rustic Mechanicals 
bring Shakespeare off the 
pedestal and into the 
room, making the Bard’s 

language lively, playful and 
accessible for modern au-
diences. Their production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” invites audiences 
into a world where the line 
between the everyday and 
the magical disappears, 
with mistaken identities, 
accidental enchantments, 
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Step into a fantasy world at the Opera House

See HOUSE, page 5

CONVENIENCE STORE • GAS      
LOTTERY • KENO • COLD BEER 

FAMILY-STYLE RESTAURANT

The Bear’s Den 
10811  Potomac Highlands Trail  

                               (Rt. 28/92) Boyer

Call for restaurant reservations and take-out 

681-206-7973  
           Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.  

Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.  Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Store and gas pumps open seven days a week 

Eddie's 
Service Center

• 24-Hour Wrecker Service • Tires
Batteries • Lock-outs • Auto Repair

• State Inspections  
21217 Seneca Trail, Edray (Rt. 219 North)

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
After hours, call 304-799-4405 

Robbie Ramsey, Owner/Operator 304-799-6651

Large and Small Animals • Farm Calls
Stacy Tawney, DVM 

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

Open 
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. -  p.m.

for all your
animal care

needs!
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fairy magic and one very 
famous donkey-headed 
surprise. 

“The Opera House is 
the perfect vessel for this 
story,” said director Jim 
Warren. “It’s intimate, his-
toric and just a little bit 
magical, much like the 
woods of Athens them-
selves.” 

Founded in 2013, The 
Rustic Mechanicals have 
built a reputation for 
bringing Shakespeare to 
communities across West 
Virginia and beyond with 
energy, clarity and a 
healthy dose of theatrical 
chaos. The company fo-
cuses on making Shake-
speare’s plays approach- 
able without losing the po-
etry, humor and heart that 
have kept them alive for 
more than 400 years. 

The performance is 
available for a $10 dona-
tion, and guests 17 and 
younger are admitted free. 
Advance reservations are 
recommended due to lim-
ited seating. Tickets are 

available online at poca-
hontasoperahouse.org, at 
4th Avenue Gallery in Mar-
linton or at the door, as 
space allows. 

The Pocahontas County 
Opera House is located at 
818 Third Ave. in Marlin-
ton. 

The Opera House Per-
formance Series is made 
possible through the gen-
erous support of grants 

from the West Virginia Di-
vision of Culture and His-
tory and the West Virginia 
Commission on the Arts. 
The series also benefits 
from the backing of Poca-
hontas County Dramas, 
Fairs and Festivals, and the 
Pocahontas County Con-
vention and Visitors Bu-
reau, reflecting the com- 
munity’s continued com-
mitment to preserving and 
celebrating its rich cul-
tural heritage. 

For more information, 
visit pocahontasopera 
house.org 

 
Young performers bring 
‘The Frog Prince’ to the 

Opera House stage 
After a week of re-

hearsals, teamwork and 
theatrical transformation, 
young performers from 
the Pocahontas County 
Opera House Summer 
Theater Camp will bring 
“The Frog Prince” to life 

on the Opera House stage. 
Performances will be 

held Friday, July 24, at 5:30 
p.m. and Saturday, July 25, 
at 3 p.m. at the Pocahon-
tas County Opera House 
in Marlinton. 

Presented in partner-
ship with the Missoula 
Children’s Theatre Tour-
ing Program, “The Frog 
Prince” gives local chil-
dren the chance to experi-
ence the full arc of live 
theater, from auditions 
and rehearsals to lights-up 
performance before a 
hometown audience. 

This year’s production 
invites audiences into a 
fairy tale world filled with 
three princess sisters, a 
lonely Frog, Ollie the 
Aspen Tree, bumbling 
Knights, kindly Swamp 
Things, a well-read Alliga-
tor, fancy Flamingos, help-

ful Ducks, a busy Fly and a 
few Venus Fly Traps with 
plenty of personality. 

The cast will have spent 
the week building confi-
dence, learning lines, 
practicing movement and 
working together to create 
a full production in just 
five days. Along the way, 
campers explore acting, 
stage presence, coopera-
tion and the behind-the-
scenes magic that helps 
bring a story from page to 
stage. 

The annual Summer 
Theater Camp has be-
come a treasured Opera 
House tradition, giving 
children entering first 
through eighth grades an 
opportunity to take part in 
a live performance in a 
fun and supportive setting. 
The program is made pos-
sible through the support 

of volunteers, community 
partners and local organi-
zations. 

The late Shenda Smith, 
a former Opera House 
board member who 
helped establish the camp, 
believed deeply that all 
children should have ac-
cess to the arts. In her 
memory, the Shenda 
Smith Memorial Scholar-
ship helps keep this op-
portunity open to children 
in the community. 

Community members 
are encouraged to attend, 
cheer on the cast and cele-
brate a week of creativity, 
collaboration and courage 
on the Opera House stage.  

“The Frog Prince” will 
be performed Friday, July 
24, at 5:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, July 25, at 3 p.m. at 
the Pocahontas County 
Opera House.

Country River Cabins,  LLC     

Call 304-799-6948 for information and reservations

view online at countryrivercabins.com • countryrivercabins/facebook

WWee  kknnooww  wwhheerree  
tthhee  bbooddiieess  aarree  
bbuurriieedd!!

We know where 
the bodies are 
buried!

Pocahontas County 
Genealogy Group has 

Cemetery Books for sale documenting 
155 cemeteries:

Oak Grove, 2011; Mountain View; Mace to Brush 
Country, 2014; Little Levels, 2015;  Huntersville, 2016; 

Woodrow to Buckeye, 2018; Back Mountain Road - 
Durbin to Cass & West Fork, 2019; Frost to Dunmore, 

2021;  and Edray Road - Cass to Poage Lane, 2022. 

Available at The Pocahontas Times office, 

or by contacting  Jan Orndorff 

(rjorndorff@htcnet.org).

Books are priced from $12 to $20 each, plus tax.               
Add $5 for shipping. 

L. Jay Kniceley 
Insurance Agency 
818A Tenth Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954 

Office: 304.799.6243 
Fax: 304.799.2433 

L. Jay Kniceley, Owner 
ljaykniceley@hotmail.com 
Patience Garretson, Agent 

patiencep1234@myyahoo.com
Serving WV and VA 

All lines of Insurance 
     Bonding Services 
      License Services 

              Notary 

HOUSE from pg 4                    
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Lucas Adcock 

Staff Writer 

 

There’s something  
that’s quietly magi-
cal about Pocahon-

tas County in the summer. 
Nothing really shouts for 
your attention, you can 
settle in slowly and hear 
the hum of cicadas or the 
steady flow of a river you 
didn’t even realize was 
there. Tucked into the 
mountains of West Vir-
ginia, this county feels like 
a place where the modern 
world loosens its grip just 
enough for you to remem-
ber what quiet actually 
sounds like. It’s rejuvenat-
ing.  

One of the first things 
visitors notice, whether 
they expect it or not, is the 
absence of constant con-
nection. In a world that 
runs on notifications and 
endless scrolling, Poca-
hontas County offers 

something increasingly 
rare: space to unplug. 
Thanks in part to the 
nearby Green Bank Ob-
servatory, located within 
the National Radio Quiet 
Zone, cell service is limited 
in certain areas. At first, it 
can feel strange if you’re 
not use to the silence. You 
might reach for your 
phone out of habit, only to 
realize there’s no signal 
waiting for you. No doom 
scrolling to occur. If you’re 
waiting in the car, maybe 
instead, you grab your fa-
vorite novel or book on 
hiking trails. This is the be-
ginning of the shift – 
where you start to look up 
more. You notice the land-
scape instead of docu-
menting it through a lens. 
And before long, the quiet 
stops feeling empty and 
starts feeling full. 

That sense of calm car-
ries into the outdoors, 
which is really where Poc-

ahontas County shines in 
the summer months. The 
sprawling beauty of the 
Monongahela National 
Forest stretches across the 
region, offering miles of 
hiking trails that wind 
through dense forests, 
open meadows, and along 
cool mountain streams. 
Whether you’re an experi-
enced hiker or someone 
just looking for a peaceful 
afternoon walk, there’s a 
trail that fits the mood. 
And the best part? You’re 
unlikely to be surrounded 
by crowds. It’s entirely pos-
sible to walk for an hour 
and only hear birdsong 
and the crunch of your 
own footsteps. Imagine 
that in the big apple.  

Water plays its own quiet 
role in shaping the rhythm 
of summer here. The 
Greenbrier River moves 
gently through the county, 
inviting visitors to slow 
down in the most literal 

sense. Kayaking or tubing 
the river is an escape, eyes 
drifting along the bank. 
You float past the tree lines 
watching sunlight flicker 

across the surface of the 
water and maybe lose 
track of time. Fishing is 

Summer in  
Pocahontas County

Freshly 
prepared foods 

 
Non-Ethanol  

Gas 
 

Diesel 
 

Local Foods 
 

Local Meats 
 

Specialty  
Groceries 

 
WV Gifts

A family owned 

and operated one 

stop shop located 

in Hillsboro, WV

8905 Seneca Trail  

Route 219 

Hillsboro, WV 24946 

304-653-4689 

304-653-4111 Cafe

Photo courtesy of Pocahontas County CVB 
Kayaking on the Greenbrier River is a great way to 
cool down while experiencing the beauty of Poca-
hontas County in the summertime.

See SUMMER, page 7



just as peaceful, locals and 
visitors alike casting lines 
into cool, clear water and 
waiting patiently for a bite. 
It’s the stillness that keeps 
fishers coming back, and 
sometimes, the catch.  

Beyond the forests and 
rivers though, there’s a 
simple charm to the small 
towns scattered through-
out the county. Places like 
Marlinton, Cass, Hillsboro 
and Durbin don’t try to be 
anything they’re not. 
You’ll find local shops, 
friendly conversations, 
and a pace of life that feels 
refreshingly unpolished. A 
coffee shop, some moun-
tain gear, a local farm 
store, and others just 
around the corners of its 
streets. Summer often 
brings events and gather-
ings, nothing flashy, but 
the kind of community 
moments that make visi-
tors feel less like tourists 
and more like temporary 

neighbors.  
And then there’s the 

night sky, which might be 
the most underrated part 
of a Pocahontas County 

summer. With so little 
light pollution, the stars 
come out in full force 
once the sun goes down. If 
you’ve never been out of 

the city, it’s a different ex-
perience, almost forcing 
you to pause without you 
consciously having to do it. 

Constellations sharpen 
into view, the Milky Way 
stretches faintly overhead, 
and the quiet deepens in a 
way that feels almost tangi-
ble. It’s a reminder of just 
how much gets washed out 
in brighter, busier places. 

The quiet atmosphere is 
the foundation of the 
county. The landscapes 
aren’t curated or crowded; 
they’re simply allowed to 
exist, and you’re invited to 
step into them. Summer 
here doesn’t demand 
some packed itinerary. In 
fact, it works best when 
you let go of one and just 
get on the trails.  

You might start the day 
with a hike, spend the af-
ternoon drifting along the 
river, and end it sitting out-
side as the sky fills with 
stars. It’s pure bliss, really. 
Even if you have scream-
ing kids. Or – you might 
do even less than that and 
somehow feel like you ex-
perienced more. That’s 
the subtle charm of Poca-

hontas County kicking in. 
It’s not overwhelming with 
the things to do like most 
places you’ll visit. Instead, 
it gently reminds you to 
support small local busi-
nesses and is a constant ex-
pression of the artists that 
live near the area. The 
county reminds you how 
to be still, how to notice, 
and how to enjoy a place 
without rushing through 
it. 

If you feel that travel 
often feels like a race to 
see and do as much as pos-
sible, Pocahontas County 
offers something different. 
It’s not about checking 
boxes or chasing high-
lights. It’s about stepping 
away from the rat race, 
even briefly, and letting 
the quieter moments take 
the lead.  

In the middle of sum-
mer, when everything is 
green, alive, and hum-
ming softly in the back-
ground, there’s no better 
place to do exactly that.
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Family owned and operated since 2021

Homemade wine sampling and purchasing located in the mountains
of Tucker County, near Blackwater Falls and Canaan Valley state parks

We offer wines made from juices from New York  as well as
“made from scratch” Blackberry wine using our own
berries, and a “made from scratch” Cotton Candy wine

made with cotton candy grapes from Sam’s Club. 
GIFT BASKETS FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

Open Fridays and Saturdays – noon to 5 p.m.
Flexible hours other days. Message or

call for an appointment: 304-704-2144
or corksturkeyknobwines@yahoo.com

513 Blackman Flats Road, Hambleton, WV 26269 (near Parsons)
corksturkeyknobwines.com

Photo courtesy of Pocahontas County CVB 
With miles of trails throughout the county, there are endless possibilities for cy-
clists of all skill levels.
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In operation since 2002 on Chenoweth 
Creek Road in Elkins. Owned and 

operated by Becky Hammer and Dan Tice.

Orchard Hill Alpacas has a herd of 
40+ animals, about equally divided 
between the two breeds: Suri and 
Huacaya. Our business travels have taken us around the US. We’ve been 
truly blessed with great stock, winning championships at major shows in 
Harrisburg, PA and Columbus, OH. Orchard Hill offers all types of fleece and 
yarn; for spinners we have a variety of batts and rovings. Finished products 
include blankets, caps, shawls, ruanas, socks, sweaters and rugs. 

luxurious, beautifully crafted, 
locally sourced  
Alpaca  

products!

(100% alpaca or blended with wool,          
silk, bamboo or cotton) - sold directly    

from Orchard Hill  - please contact me. YARN:  
Need more information? 

CALL OR EMAIL: 

bhammerr@protonmail.com 
304-621-3399

• APPAREL • RUGS • SHAWLS   
• SCARVES • HATS AND MITTENS 

• MEN’S/WOMEN’S SOCKS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
•FINGERLESS GLOVES • PAJAMAS                           

• ORNAMENTS • TEDDY BEARS   
• CAT TOYS AND MORE! 
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Suzanne Stewart 
Staff Writer 

 

There are certain 
foods that are syn-
onymous with the 

seasons – pumpkin spice 
and apple pie in the fall; 
hot cocoa and peppermint 
sticks in winter; and sum-
mer is naturally ice cream. 

 
With so many flavors to 

choose from, it can be 
overwhelming. Rather 
than trying to stock up on 
hundreds of tubs of ice 
cream, Real Whirled Ice 
Cream truck owners Nel-
son Hernandez and An-
drea Biondi decided to 
keep it simple. 

 
Before moving to Mar-

linton, Hernandez and 
Biondi had an ice cream 
shop in North Carolina. 

The couple owned and 
operated the Old Clark 
Inn in Marlinton for sev-
eral years. When they sold 
it, they decided they did 
not want to completely re-

tire, so they 
decided to 
find some-
thing to do 

that they and 
the community 

would enjoy. 
Going back to 

their roots, they 
chose ice cream, but 

not just any ice cream, 
whirled fruit ice cream.  

Hernandez came across 
this concoction on a mo-
torcycle trip. 

“I believe it was in Black 
Mountain, North Car-
olina, that I came across 
this particular kind of 
mixer and I was watching 
what these guys were 
doing and it was really in-

View our weekly specials, download coupons, recipes and more online.

BEER AND WINE 

 NOW AVAILABLE

Happy  
Campers 

shop here!
• Quality meats  
• Deli/Bakery  
• Groceries  

• Specialty Trays  
• Pizzas, Hot Subs  

• Frozen Treats

POCAHONTAS IGA 
Rt. 219 • Marlinton  

304-799-6667 pocahontas.iga.com 
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Photos courtesy of Nelson Hernandez 
Real Whirled Ice Cream, owned by Nel-
son Hernandez and Andrea Biondi, is a 
mobile ice cream shop that serves a 
New Zealand specialty –  vanilla ice 
cream mixed with real fruit. At left, a 
cone of raspberry ice cream with a driz-
zle of salted caramel.

Give it a whirl

See WHIRL, page 10



teresting,” he said. “Once 
we sold the Inn, I started 
looking into it and found 
a similar machine from 
New Zealand.” 

The machine was actu-
ally invented by berry 
farmers in New Zealand. 
They wanted something to 
do with extra berries and 
came up with the mixer to 
add the real fruit to ice 
cream for a delightfully 
fresh and natural treat. 

“We’ve had a number of 
people stop by because 
they saw the sign, and they 
ask if it it’s like New 
Zealand ice cream,” Her-
nandez said. “I’d get sto-
ries like they were there 
during college or took 
some time off and decided 
to explore, and they came 
across it. It’s kind of funny 
that people actually show 
up and know exactly what 
it is.” 

Instead of opening an-
other brick-and-mortar 

shop, Hernandez said he 
went with the towable 
trailer idea so that it would 
be easier to operate and 
they could travel to events 

to share the ice cream. As 
a seasonal operation, that 
just makes sense. 

The menu consists of a 
base of vanilla ice cream, 

with fruit options of rasp-
berry, strawberry, banana, 
blueberry, tart cherry and 
pineapple, and perhaps 
add a drizzle of either dark 

chocolate or salted cara-
mel. 

Keeping things simple, 
Hernandez said he can get 
the best and “cleanest” in-
gredients possible. He uses 
real vanilla or vanilla bean 
ice cream, with the least 
amount of high fructose 
corn syrup possible. 

“We use premium 
vanilla,” he said. “I use 
Mayfield. There’s no artifi-
cial flavor and no artificial 
color.” 

The fruit is real, not a 
fruit flavored syrup, so it is 
nice and fresh. The dark 
chocolate and salted 
caramel drizzles are also 
natural ingredients and 
the tasty treat comes in ei-
ther a waffle cone or cup. 

They sometimes get cus-
tomers who can’t have 
dairy, so they have two op-
tions – Outshine Frozen 
Fruit Bars or Lactaid. 

“Some people say the 
Lactaid is good enough, 
but it doesn’t work for oth-
ers,” Hernandez said. 

In addition to the ice 
cream, they serve specialty 
sodas made with Monin 
syrups. Hernandez has a 
non-motorized carbonator 
with which he carbonates 
water and then he adds 
the flavored syrup. They 
also have sparkling lemon-
ade made the same way. 

“We go on the not so 
sweet side,” he said. “But 
people can ask for extra 
sweet.” 

The best way to find out 
where the truck will be 
parked is to follow the 
Real Whirled Ice Cream 
Facebook page. Hernan-
dez frequently updates 
where they will be and 
what events they plan to at-
tend. 

The ice cream truck can 
often be found at the mini 
park on First Avenue in 
Marlinton. 

Their season runs from 
the Great Greenbrier Riv-
er Race in April to Colum-
bus Day in October. 
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THE

Pearl S. Buck
–––B IRTHPLACE–––

Open Fridays and Saturdays,
Memorial Day through

mid-October.
Guided Tours, starting at 10:30 a.m.

8129 Seneca Trail (US 219)
Hillsboro, WV

304-653-4430
pearlsbuckbirthplace.com

showcasing the historic "Stulting House"
where the Pulitzer and Nobel Prize-winning
author was born in 1892. The Museum is

listed on the National Register of

Historic Places. 

Visit our Gift Shop!
New, Used, and

Autographed Books

WHIRL from pg 9                   

Photo courtesy of Nelson Hernandez 
The Real Whirled Ice Cream “shop” is a mobile trailer that allows owners Nel-
son Hernandez and Andrea Biondi to take the show on the road from April to Oc-
tober. They travel throughout Pocahontas County and set up shop for local 
events and on most weekends in Marlinton.



Lucas Adcock 

Staff Writer 

 

Tucked away in the 
mountains of Poca-
hontas County, sum-

mer at Green Bank 
Observatory offers some-
thing that feels increas-
ingly rare: dark skies, quiet 
nights and a chance to 

slow down for a while. It’s 
an experience that every-
one should have, seeing 
the sky like that – lit up 
with stars and a streak of 
the Milky Way sitting 
silently overhead. Over the 
next few months, the ob-
servatory will welcome vis-
itors from across the 
country for a full lineup of 

summer events that com-
bine science, outdoor ad-
venture, camping and 
small-town Appalachian 
charm. 

The season begins June 
5-6 with the return of the 
Space Race Rumpus, a 
unique weekend event 
that blends mountain bik-
ing, camping, astronomy 
and live entertainment all 
on  observatory grounds. 
Riders can take part in sce-
nic mountain and road 
bike routes that wind 
through the hills sur-
rounding Green Bank, 
while visitors who prefer a 
slower pace can either 
enjoy the atmosphere, 
camp beneath the stars, or 
explore one of the most 
unusual destinations in 
the country.  

There are not many 
places where two things 

occur side-by-side: cyclists 
racing beside giant radio 
telescopes before enjoying 
the evenings gathered 
around campfires under a 
sky filled with stars.  

Because Green Bank sits 
within the National Radio 
Quiet Zone, the area re-
mains free from much of 
the noise and connectivity 
that define our modern 
life. For many visitors, that 
temporary disconnection 
becomes part of the expe-
rience itself. 

On June 6, the observa-
tory will also host one of its 
popular summer “Star Par-
ties,” inviting guests to 
spend the evening explor-
ing the night sky through 
telescopes with help from 
observatory staff and as-
tronomy enthusiasts. Fam-
ilies, first-time stargazers, 
and longtime astronomy 
fans alike are encouraged 
to attend. With little light 

Now available with Wi-Fi
• Sales and Service • Pumps 

• We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

EcoWater Systems use
1/3 the salt and 1/2 the water

of other water systems,
and cost less than

$2 per year to operate.

free water analysis!

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

WV contractors 
license WV#028787

• Bottled water quality, without the
inconvenience of bottles

• 100 % FINANCING

• Hardness
• Iron

• Sulfur
• Odor

• Acid H20
• Taste

• Bacterial
• Chlorine 

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Water Treatment Systems that Work…
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

City & County Water,
Wells, Springs & Cisterns

Homes • Businesses • Camps

ELECTRIC MOON INN
NEXT DOOR TO THE OPERA HOUSE

812 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON, WV 24954 
BOOK ONLINE AT AIRBNB OR VRBO. 

 FOR LONG TERM RENTALS OR TO PURCHASE 
BUILDING, TEXT JAY: 813-777-6364 
FACEBOOK: ELECTRIC MOON INN

NEXT DOOR TO THE OPERA HOUSE

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 1926 - 2026

812 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON, WV 24954 
BOOK ONLINE AT AIRBNB OR VRBO. 

 FOR LONG TERM RENTALS OR TO PURCHASE 
BUILDING, TEXT JAY: 813-777-6364 
FACEBOOK: ELECTRIC MOON INN

Year-round guided trail rides
and more at Snowshoe Mountain

Western-style trail riding for ages six
and older - all skill levels. Choose from
30-minute lake rides for the youngsters
to three-hour trails, sunset rides and

even overnight options!

Visit our website for more information
wvtrailrides.com

304-572-2262 (Stables) or 800-759-7238

Autumn BreezeSSTABLES

An out of this world summer at Green Bank Observatory

Photo courtesy of the Green Bank Observatory 
One of the most unique parts of the annual Star Quest event at Green Bank Ob-
servatory is visitors get to camp out in a field within view of the Green Bank Tel-
escope, the worlds largest fully steerable telescope.
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See OBSERVATORY, 
page 12
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pollution in the surround-
ing areas, Green Bank of-
fers some of the clearest 
night skies in the eastern 
United States.  

Later in the summer, 
Green Bank will welcome 
visitors for Star Quest XXI 
from July 15–18, a four-day 
gathering that attracts am-
ateur astronomers, camp-
ers, and science lovers 
from across the country. 
This particular event fea-
tures telescope observing, 
educational talks, work-
shops, family activities, 
and long evenings spent 
under the Milky Way. 

While astronomy re-
mains at the heart of these 
events, the experience it-
self is often the thing that 
lingers most in the mind. 
Visitors come for the tele-
scopes but stay for our 
quiet mountain scenery, 
with its cool summer 
nights and the chance to 
unplug for a few days. 
Families camp together in 
open fields, travelers ex-
plore Pocahontas County 
during the day, and 
evenings are spent looking 
upward rather than down-
ward at screens. 

For both locals and visi-
tors, Green Bank’s sum-
mer schedule offers wide- 
open skies, peaceful sur-
roundings, and a commu-

nity that continues to cele-
brate curiosity, explo-
ration, and the outdoors. 
So whether you arrive for 

the biking, astronomy, or 
simply the scenery, this 
summer’s events at Green 
Bank Observatory promise 

a chance to experience a 
side of West Virginia that is  
both timeless and unfor-
gettable.

Septic Tank
Pumping & Installation

Durbin, WV 
304-456-4505 

Quality Service – Affordable rates       

Certified, Licensed Installation           

and Repairs

A-1 Pumping

WV#54­93­0015

OBSERVATORY 
 from pg 11                    

•Bike, canoe and

tube rentals

•Pizza, Subs and more

• Soft-serve Ice Cream

•Provisions •Newspapers

Seebert  • 304-653-4515 
Adjacent to the Greenbrier River Trail across from Watoga State Park 

Open seven days a week. 

Open for the season

Photo courtesy of Green Bank Observatory 
The daily tours that wind through the Green Bank Observatory takes visitors on 
a trip through history as they learn about all the telescopes at the site, includ-
ing the Green Bank Telescope, shown above, towering over a tour bus.
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Staff Writer 

 

June in Pocahontas Coun-
ty is packed with moun-
tain music, hometown 

traditions, cycling adven-
tures, and old-fashioned 
summer fun. As the weather 
warms and the county’s val-
leys turn to deep green, lo-
cals and visitors alike gather 
for festivals that celebrate 
Appalachian culture and 
community spirit. 

One of the first major 
events of is the Space Race 
Rumpus, scheduled for June 
5-7. Hosted near the world-
famous Green Bank Obser-
vatory, the festival combines 
cycling, camping, live mu-
sic, races and stargazing into 
one unique weekend. Riders 
can explore scenic mountain 
roads and trails while fami-
lies enjoy games, clinics, 
bonfires and outdoor activi-
ties beneath some of the 
darkest skies on the East 
Coast. The event has become 
a favorite for both serious 
cyclists and casual visitors 
looking for a laid-back sum-
mer atmosphere. 

Later in the month, music 
lovers and artists will gather 
in Marlinton for Allegheny 
Echoes, which runs June 21-
27. This weeklong celebra-
tion focuses on traditional 
Appalachian music, blue-
grass, dance, and creative 
writing workshops. Musi-
cians and storytellers from 
across the region come to-
gether to preserve mountain 
traditions while welcoming 
newcomers interested in 
learning old-time crafts and 
performance styles. 

Joining the instructor Ned 
Dougherty for his creative 
writing workshop will be 
West Virginia writer Doug 

Van Gundy, who will deliver 
a featured reading with 
books to sell and sign. The 
Creative Workshop will run 
Monday - Friday, June 22 - 
26, 9 a.m. to noon, at Mc-
Clintic Library in Marlinton.   

More information at       
Alleghenyechoes.com 

The biggest celebration of 
June, however, is the Little 
Levels Heritage Fair, taking 
place  Friday – Sunday, June 
26–28, in the historic town 
of Hillsboro. This will be the 
28th year of the fair, which 
honors the heritage of the 
Little Levels region and cel-
ebrates the birthplace of au-
thor Pearl S. Buck. Visitors 

can enjoy live bluegrass and 
old-time music, craft ven-
dors, parades, pie contests, 
car shows, children’s games 
and local food. The event 
captures the charm of a clas-
sic Appalachian summer fes-
tival and draws families 
from throughout the region 

every year. 
Beyond the festivals them-

selves, June is also a perfect 
time to experience the 
county’s farmers markets, 
mountain scenery and small-
town hospitality.  

If you are in search of 
good music, excellent biking 

opportunities, local history, 
or simply a weekend escape 
to the mountains, summer in 
Pocahontas County offers a 
welcoming glimpse into the 
traditions that make Poca-
hontas County one of West 
Virginia’s most beloved des-
tinations.

‘In the good old summertime’

WE BUY AND SELL

OPEN THURSDAY - FRIDAY, 11 A.M. - 4 P.M. 

SUNDAYS, NOON TO 3 P.M. 
14375 Seneca Trail, Buckeye 

Rt. 219, Next to Buckeye Hardware • 610-931-4374

 

Antiques,       

Vintage         

Furniture,       

Collectibles and 

Unusual Finds

BUCKEYE 
STORAGE & 

THRIFT

OPEN  
SUNDAY

Ned Dougherty Doug Van Gundy

Photo courtesy of Allegheny Echoes 
Allegheny Echoes is an annual retreat for musicians of all abilities who want to 
hone their skills in playing old-time and bluegrass music. Instructors not only 
provide lessons in fiddle, banjo, guitar, bass and mandolin, but they also give 
performances during the week long event, which culminates with a student per-
formance at Discovery Junction in Marlinton.

STATION 2     RESTAURANT AND LODGING  
               

Closed Monday. 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sun. 

8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Tues. -  Thurs. 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 

Now serving draft and bottled beer. 

Six-packs available to go.

Main Street, Durbin • 304-456-4506 • visitstation2.com 

      
FAMILY DINING 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 
Appetizers • Specials • Burgers • Subs           

• Pizza • Desserts • Hand-dipped Ice Cream

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Four  rooms  featuring queen  
beds, separate baths, Wi-Fi, 

cable, big screen TV and  
a common lounge. 

LODGING INCLUDES 
BREAKFAST UP TO $20     

Call for pricing and        
availability. 

After hours: 304-456-4509 

Pizza cards: order a pizza, get a 

punch. When it is full, you get a 

free pizza of same size. 

Now hiring a cook and waitress! 



Suzanne Stewart 

Staff Writer 

 

Pocahontas County is 
known for its many 
rivers, streams and 

creeks. They are great 
places to fish, swim, float 
and relax on a hot sum-
mer day. 

The waters are also 
home to a large ecosystem 
of organisms; more life 
than just the trout that are 
commonly seen. 

Among those organisms 
is the seldom seen hell-
bender, the world’s fourth 
largest salamander. 

The hellbender is a 
large, dark creature that 
makes its home under the 
large flat rocks in rivers in 
the eastern and central 
states. 

The salamander was dis-
covered in the early 1800s, 
and it is claimed it re-
ceived its name from set-
tlers because it looked like 
a creature from hell, bent 
on returning from whence 
it came. 

There are several rea-
sons the hellbender is 
such an interesting crea-
ture –  more than just its 

name. 
The salamander is born 

with both lungs and gills. 
When it matures, the gills 
remain, but the salaman-
der uses frills – a dorsal lat-
eral flap – to absorb 
oxygen from the water. 
While they can leave the 
water and use their lungs 
to breathe, they do so only 
occasionally, preferring to 
remain water bound. 

The females lay up to 
200 eggs at a time, which 
look like a string of pearls, 
held together by a thin 
thread. Once the eggs are 
fertilized, the male scares 
away the female so he can 

watch over the eggs until 
they hatch. 

Hellbenders have dark 
and slimy skin with spots. 
The only part of their bod-
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Save the dates  – 
October 2 and 3: 
Huntersviɭe 
Traditions Days 

Spend a weekend back in time 
and enjoy demonstrations of          

traditional cultural arts of               
bygone days! 

 
Visit our Facebook page                  

or website:                                    
huntersvillehistorical.com

Kenny Woods

Agent
200 8th Street
Marlinton, WV 24954-1031

Bus: 304-799-4242
kenny@kennywoodsinsurance.com
www.kennywoodsinsurance.com

Hellbenders are heaven sent

Photo courtesy of Wildland Trekking 
The Hellbender is the fourth largest aquatic salamander species in the world 
and the only one found in North America. It can grow to up to three feet in length 
and is unique in the fact that it has both lungs and a dorsal lateral flap, similar 
to gills, that it uses to absorb oxygen from water.

See SENT, page 15
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ies with color are their 
toes, which are commonly 
orange or pink. 

So, what makes these 

large salamanders so im-
portant? 

They are considered 
habitat specialists and if 
you find any in your river, 
count yourself lucky. It 

means the water is clean, 
clear and is of good qual-
ity. Hellbenders are picky. 
They have to have very 
clean water because they 
absorb their oxygen 

straight from the water. 
With the presence of 

hellbenders, you can be as-
sured the river  is a clean 
and healthy habitat for 
other aquatic critters. 

Unfortunately, the pop-
ulation of hellbenders is 
decreasing due to distur-
bances to their habitats 
and the changes in the 
health of streams. 

One way to ensure hell-
benders and the rest of the 
ecosystem remains safe is 
to leave rocks where they 
are. It may seem like a fun 
activity to build a tower of 
river rocks or even a little 
wall of rocks, but those 
rocks are home to these 
creatures and when the 
rocks are moved, mud and 
silt can fill in the cavities, 
destroying their habitats. 

A couple years ago, U.S. 
Forest Service fisheries bi-
ologist Kyle Tasker said 
that hellbenders are just 
one of the many organ-
isms that rely on the rocks 
staying in their place. 

“Moving one is a detri-
ment to the system be-
cause those rocks play an 
important role in the 
aquatic system as they pro-
vide habitat for fish and a 
lot of macro-invertebrates 
the fish eat and rely on in 
the water,” he said. “They 

provide a lot of habitat for 
crayfish. There are also 
mussels that are inter-
mixed with the stream bed 
materials, so a person 
could inadvertently pick 
up a mussel and disturb it, 
thinking it was a rock. 

“Hellbenders, which are 
found here in a lot of the 
nearby rivers – are a   
sensitive species because 
they’ve had so much habi-
tat loss and degradation,” 
he added. “They rely on 
those large flat rocks to 
nest under.” 

Pocahontas County is a 
great place for hellben-
ders because of the Na-
tional Forest, where the 
rivers are protected and 
their habitats can remain 
clean and healthy. 

It is possible to find hell-
benders by grabbing a 
snorkel and hitting the 
shallow parts of the local 
rivers. They have been 
found to reside in the 
Greenbrier and Cheat 
rivers, but the possibilities 
are endless with all the 
streams here in the county.

SENT from pg 14                    

Photo courtesy of Highlands Conservancy 
The hellbender likes to make its home under large, 
flat rocks in rivers and prefers the cleanest water 
possible. If you find a hellbender in your river or 
stream, it means the water is clean and as close to 
pure as possible - without being filtered.
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Ken Springer 

Contributing Writer 

 
 

The plight of the Gol-
den-winged Warbler 
and those who strive to 

save it and other threatened 
bird species: 

While recently searching 
through a box of books 
stored in my shed, I came 
across a lost, but not forgot-
ten, book by Rachel Carson 
called “Silent Spring.” Writ-
ten in 1962, this prophetic 
book posits a future devoid of 
the sounds of nature because 
of the indiscriminate use of 
environmental hazards such 
as DDT. 

Carson asks us to consider 
a world without the melodies 
of songbirds, the honking of 
wild geese, the chirping of 
crickets, the cawing of crows, 
the cacophony of spring 
peepers, and so on. I cannot 
imagine a world without the 
sounds of our fellow crea-
tures. However, “Silent 
Spring” was key in getting 
DDT pulled from the shelves 
in most countries. 

Compare Carson’s image 
of a mute world with what I 
hear each morning when I 
walk outside here on my 40 
acres on Caesar Mountain: a 
multitude of songbirds greet 
my ears.  

I recently had guests for a 
few days, and on their first 
morning, they, too, remarked 
on the abundance and variety 
of birds, as well as the tweets, 
trills and warbles from the 
eight-acre bird habitat just 
below my cabin. This verita-

ble symphony of sounds did 
not exist here until a portion 
of my land was made into a 
habitat friendly to songbirds. 

When I first purchased my 
land, I had no intention of 
creating a bird habitat, nor 
was I an avid birder. Oh, I 
knew many of the common 
songbirds and much of the 
migratory wildfowl, having 
been a duck hunter for many 
years when I was a young 

man. 
Decades later, it was under 

the tutelage of my friends Jim 
and Beth Bullard that I 
gained an appreciation for 
the many songbirds we have 
here in the Appalachians. 

Jim, now deceased, and 
Beth lived in the northern 
part of Pocahontas County 
and were active in the Brooks 
Bird Club for decades. As I 
continue learning to identify 

birds by sight and sound, I 
think of Jim and Beth and am 
grateful to them for opening 
a new and fascinating world 
to me. 

When I first purchased the 
land, I was unaware of the 
programs offered by our 
local USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). It was when I hired a 
competent arborist, Ken Bee-
zley, to cut the eight-acre 

viewshed below my cabin that 
he shared with me how creat-
ing this opening would at-
tract wild birds. 

Furthermore, Ken made 
me aware of the existential 
plight of a bird, previously 
unknown to me - the Golden-
winged Warbler (GWWA). 

He also suggested that I con-
tact the NRCS to see what 
programs they offer that 
would make this mountain-
side forest healthier than I 
found it. I was inspired and 
driven to make this piece of 
land better for birds, other 
wildlife, and the forest itself. 

In December 2022, I 
walked into the USDA office 
in Buckeye and found a 
group of people more than 
willing to help me reach my 
goals. I worked with several 
people from the NRCS in the 
first two years, and in 2024, 
two gentlemen arrived at my 
place in a government vehi-
cle. Dawson Rader and Kyle 
Rhodes would make all the 
difference in the world by 
suggesting many ways to 
maintain the birds and create 
a healthier forest. 

Seeing my first Golden-
winged Warbler here last year 
was a thrill. Only nature can 
elicit such unbridled joy in 
the dark times we are cur-
rently experiencing for both 
nature and humanity. Seeing 
that tiny bird made me want 
to share the experience with 
others and make them aware 
that they, too, can help save 
this and other threatened 
birds. 

As we shall soon see, there 
are programs available to    
assist landowners in creating 

 

Wings of Gold

The Golden-winged Warbler is Near Threatened globally and federally listed as Threat-

ened in Canada. 

Dawson Rader, left, and Kyle Rhodes set up bioacoustic monitoring on my eight acres 

of bird habitat, with great results.

Dr. Ashley Peele's efforts as an avian ecologist for the Ap-

palachian Mountains Joint Venture go a long way in cre-

ating bird habitats here in the Appalachians.

See GOLD, page 18



bird habitats and provid-
ing on-site guidance to 
control invasive plant 
species, thereby making 
your forest healthier. Last 
year, Kyle and Dawson set 
up a bird monitoring sys-
tem at my bird sanctuary, 
the results of which were 
extraordinary and will be 
discussed later in this arti-
cle. 

I recently asked Dawson, 
an ornithologist with the 
West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources, to 
share information about 
the plight of the GWWA 
and how land-owners can 
help save this and other 
threatened birds here in 
the Appalachian Moun-
tains. With input from sev-
eral of his colleagues, 
Dawson had the following 
to say about the GWWA 
specifically, and other 
threatened birds in gen-
eral. 

“The GWWA population 
is in steep decline. Since 
1966, the global GWWA 
population has declined 
by >70%, and in the Ap-
palachian Mountains, 
GWWA have suffered even 
steeper regional declines 

of >99%. Golden-winged 
Warbler declines are 
largely driven by habitat 
loss along with other com-
pounding factors.’ 

“When we hear about 
habitat loss, we generally 
think about natural land-
scapes being paved over 
for a parking lot or a sub-
urban development. And, 
while that cer- tainly is a 

factor, the GWWA faces 
additional serious threats, 
not just here in the Ap-
palachians, but also in 
Central and South Amer-
ica, where they migrate to 
for over half a year; even 
there, habitat is dwin-
dling.’ 

“Disturbance events, 
both manmade and natu-
ral, can take many forms: 

ice storms, wildfires, mud-
slides, flooding, lightning 
strikes, wind events, dis-
ease, insect pests, old age, 
logging, mountaintop re-
moval mining, and more.’ 

“While some of these 
events can be disastrous, 
there is a silver lining: the 
GWWA is disturbance-de-
pendent. GWWA in the 
Appalachians exclusively 

hold breeding territories 
and nest in areas where 
vegetation is in the early 
stages of revegetation after 
a major disturbance.’ 

“Over time, large-scale 
disturbance events have 
become less common. 
Wildfires are largely sup-
pressed, where they were 
once common. Shifts in 
grazing practices and re-
duced logging have re-
duced the number of 
interspersed patches of 
vegeta- tion, which is detri-
mental to the Golden-
winged Warbler.’ 

“Since its foundation, 
the Working Land For 
Wildlife (WLFW) has facil-
itated the creation of over 
42,000 acres of GWWA 
habitat nationally.” 

“Finally, the Golden-
winged Warbler isn’t the 
only disturbance-related 
species we have here in the 
Mountain State. Ruffed 
Grouse, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Indigo Bunting, 
Prairie Warbler, American 
Woodcock, and dozens of 
other species use the habi-
tat created when manag-
ing for the Golden-winged 
Warbler.’ 

“The Golden-winged 

Warbler (GWWA) is one 
of eight national Working 
Lands for Wildlife target 
species. The United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) established 
the Working Lands for 
Wildlife (WLFW) program 
in 2012 to create wildlife 
habitat and support habi-
tat connectivity for target 
species on private working 
landscapes.’  

“The program offers 
technical and financial 
support to agricultural 
producers seeking to im-
prove their land to benefit 
wildlife.’ 

“The USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Serv-
ice (NRCS) and partners 
work closely with agricul-
tural producers to plan, 
design and implement 
conservation practices on 
their land that align with 
the landowner’s goals and 
the NRCS’s conservation 
goals.’ 

“Agricultural producers 
are eligible to apply for 
technical and financial as-
sistance through USDA 
Farm Bill programs. If you 
are interested in improv-
ing your land for wildlife, 
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See GOLD, page 19

GOLD from pg 17                  

Observed plumage development of fledgling Golden-winged Warblers from day 
2 to day 30 postfledging based on observations from the 2014 through 2016 
breeding seasons in Delaware State Forest and Sproul State Forest in Pennsyl-
vania.

Headwaters Spa and Salon 
By appointment only. 

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

304-799-4431

Mountain Medicine Massage 
By appointment only. 

Mon. - Fri. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

304-992-9026

102 8th Street, Marlinton
Book Now!



reach out to your local 
NRCS service center for 
more information.” 

(A huge thanks to Daw-
son Rader, Kyle Rhodes, 
and colleagues for their 
contribution to saving 
threatened bird species.)  

Meet Ashley M. Peele, 
Ph.D., Science Integration 
Coordinator for the Ap-
palachian Mountains Joint 
Venture (AMJV). Ashley is 
also working to preserve 
our many threatened bird 
species by providing coor-
dination with other 
groups and agencies with 
the same goals - here’s 
what she has to share. 

“ I grew up on a deep-
water lake in Central 
Florida, spending my 
childhood days watching 
otters playing in the canal 
and gators basking in the 
sun. The diversity of bird 
life in my own backyard 
would make many bird-
nerds (that’s a new one for 
this author) drool, with 
Roseate Spoonbills forag-
ing alongside Limpkins, 
who themselves competed 
with Snail Kites for the 
abundant apple snails. 

“My childhood gave me 
a deep love for the natural 
world, and my granddaddy ensured that my heart felt 

most at home in the an-
cient hills of Appalachia. 

“I obtained a degree in 
Zoology from Ohio Wes-
leyan University, where a 
wonderful mentor intro-
duced me to the world of 
Ornithology and Field Bi-
ology. I completed a doc-
torate in Avian Ecology 
from Tulane University 
 and dedicated my career 
to working on applied 
conservation challenges 
facing the birds of Appal- 
achia. 

“In my role as the Sci-
ence Integration Coordi-
nator for the AMJV, I 
spend much of my time Open June - September. 

Bookings are limited and reservations are
required.Visit our website for complete information

and rates.Your contributions keep us going!

shalimarfarm.com

Now you can hike with our
D I N O S A U R S !

-or just enjoy a premier cabin rental, peace and 
quiet on 900 acres o  private land protected by

conservation
easement.

• Great photo ops - take 
your kids on our dinosaur
trail! 20 miles of other
trails for hiking, bird

watching or riding your
horse (we do not rent

horses or guide trial rides). 
• Four fully-furnished

cabins – premier accommodations, surrounded by Monongahela
National Forest and views of Cass Scenic Railroad. 

• Close to the Greenbrier River Trail and Green Bank Observatory 
• Accom odations for your horse • Equine obstacle course 

   • Three RV pads
with full hook-ups

• Well-behaved
pets welcome!

304-456-4852

FARM
RETREAT
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Photo courtesy of American Birding Association/Gene Koziara 
A Golden-winged Warbler. 

See GOLD, page 20

58th Annual 

PIONEER DAYS 
In Marlinton 

SAVE THE DATES 

July 10 - 11

•CAR SHOW • CRAFT SHOW  
•GRAND PARADE 

• LIVE MUSIC •CONCESSIONS 
 and more! 

Check our Facebook page: 
Pioneer Days Association Inc 

*Pioneer Days Pageant TBA

Fun for the whole family!

pocahontastimes.com



exploring creative ways to 
leverage community sci-
ence and advancing tech-
nologies like bioacoustics 
to address key information 
gaps in our understanding 
of Appalachia’s bird popu-
lations. 

“These are challenging 
objectives in the Ap-
palachian geography be-
cause most of the land is 
privately owned, and 
much of the region is re-
mote and difficult to ac-
cess. These characteristics 
mean that traditional sur-
vey methods are logisti-
cally challenging and 
increasingly cost-prohibi-
tive. 

“Recent advances in 
bioacoustics are opening 
new pathways for evaluat-
ing and monitoring bird 
populations. 

“In Central Appalachia, 
the AMJV is working with 
WV DNR and WV NRCS to 
design and implement a 
new acoustic monitoring 
program on private prop-
erties that participate in 
the USDA cost-share pro-
grams. 

“In the summer of 2025, 
the AMJV worked with 
both our own field staff 
and partner biologists 
from WV DNR and WV 
NRCS (including Dawson 
Rader and Kyle Rhodes) 
to launch the first round 
of acoustic monitoring 

surveys. 
“AMJV staff and partner 

biologists deployed 34 bird 
song recorders across a 
dozen properties in East-
ern West Virginia. To our 
delight, only a few 
recorders fell victim to 
bears, moisture, etc. This 
enabled us to evaluate bird 
communities across all 
participating properties ef-
fectively. 

“The AMJV staff pro-
cessed and analyzed thou-
sands of hours of record- 
ings, using a range of soft-
ware, including the Bird 
Net Analyzer, a product of 
the Cornell Lab of Or-
nithology. AMJV staff 
member Danielle con-
firmed each species at 

each site and compiled 
summary reports for par-
ticipating landowners. 

“We detected a diverse 
range of priority bird 
species at each property. 
We also detected priority 
species such as the 
Cerulean Warbler, Wood 
Thrush and Vermivora in 
many of the sites. 

“One amusing anecdote 
from 2025 concerns two 
program participants who 
live next door to each 
other in northeastern West 
Virginia. From their re-
ports, they learned that 
one neighbor had more 
priority species, while the 
other had a higher overall 
number of bird species.”  

The outcome? Each is 

now looking at additional 
habitat management pro-
grams to make their prop-
erties even more attractive 
to birds. Well, there’s 
nothing wrong with con-
servation motivated by a 
little healthy competition.” 
  I wholeheartedly agree, 
Ashley. 

Author’s Note: Dawson 
Rader and Kyle Rhodes set 
up a bioacoustic bird-mon-
itoring system on my prop-
erty last year, and the 
results were encouraging, 
to say the least. I was sur-
prised and delighted when 
the Golden-winged War-
bler was on the list of birds 
found on my property. 

If you are a property 
owner interested in saving 

our songbirds, you can get 
help. Please locate your 
local NRCS service center 
using the following link: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov
/contact/find-a-service-
center 

In closing, the much-
needed rain we have re-
cently experienced has 
filled the vernal pool on 
my property. With it came 
the croaking of mating 
frogs and a bird I didn’t 
expect to see in these 
parts: a Hooded Mer-
ganser. 

Below are two tables list-
ing the results of the bird 
monitoring system set up 
in 2025 on my property. 

Ken Springer 
ken1949bongo@gmail.com 
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Lucas Adcock 

Staff Writer 

 

Regardless of the 
nights recently dip-
ping into cool tem-

peratures, the days are 
becoming hotter. But as 
temperatures continue to 
rise and the days grow 
longer, summer becomes 
the perfect season for hik-
ing and biking. Whether 
you’re heading out on a 
wooded trail, cruising 
along a country road, or 
maybe even just camping, 
a little preparation can be 

the difference between a 
great outing and a difficult 
one. 

One of the first things to 
consider is your physical 
readiness. If you haven’t 
been active during the 
colder months, it’s impor-
tant to ease back into ac-
tivity. You don’t want to 
pull anything! Start with 
shorter walks or rides, 
then gradually increase 
your distance and inten-
sity. This helps build en-
durance and reduces the 
risk of injury. Stretching 
before and after your ac-

tivity can also help keep 
your muscles flexible and 
prevent soreness. Remem-
ber, your muscles are like 
rubber bands, they’ll 
break if you stretch them 
when they’re too cold. 

Choosing the right gear 
is another key part of 
preparing for summer ad-
ventures. Especially camp-
ing. If you don’t have 
pre-existing gear, take your 
time and consider multi-
ple brands – something 
lightweight like breathable 
clothing can help keep 
you cool, while sturdy, 
comfortable shoes are es-
sential for hiking.  

For biking, make sure 
your helmet fits properly 
and that your bike is ad-
justed to your height. 
Small details, like mois-
ture-wicking socks or 
padded bike shorts, can go 
a long way in improving 
comfort and increasing 
your stamina. No one likes 
walking with wet feet… 

Now we talk hydration, 

which is especially impor-
tant in the summer heat. 
Always bring more water 
than you think you’ll 
need, and take regular sips 
rather than waiting until 
you feel thirsty. For longer 
trips, consider bringing 
drinks with electrolytes to 
help replace what your 
body loses through sweat – 
things like propel packets 
or any kind of electrolyte 
powders are a good way to 
get quick electrolytes in 
and keep from getting 
cramps. In addition to hy-
dration, proper nutrition 

matters too. Eating a bal-
anced meal before head-
ing out and packing light 
snacks, such as fruit or trail 
mix, can help maintain 
your energy level. 

Now, you may not all be 
as fair-skinned as me, but 
sun protection is often 
overlooked, when it’s actu-
ally just as important. 
Wearing a hat, sunglasses, 
and sunscreen can protect 
your skin and eyes from 
harmful UV rays. It’s also 
wise to plan your outings 
during cooler parts of the 
day, such as early morning 
or late evening to avoid 
the hottest temperatures. 

Before heading out, 
take time to plan your 
route. Choose trails, roads 
or camping spots that 
match your skill level, and 
be aware of the distance 
and terrain. Let someone 
know where you’re going 
and when you expect to re-
turn. Bringing a map, a 
fully charged phone, and a 
small first aid kit can help 
you stay prepared for un-
expected situations, espe-
cially being here in 
Appalachia. If you have a 
ham radio, that’s arguably 
even more useful consid-

ering the lack of cell serv-
ice we have throughout 
our beautiful county.  

If you’re biking, a quick 
check of your equipment 
is essential. There’s noth-
ing worse than tumbling 
off a trail while kicking 
yourself for not making 
sure your brakes worked 
properly. Make sure your 
tires are properly inflated, 
your brakes are working, 
and your chain is in good 
condition. Carrying a basic 
repair kit can save you 
from being stranded if 
something goes wrong. 

Finally, remember to 
pace yourself and enjoy 
the experience. Summer 
hiking, biking and camp-
ing are ultimately about 
being outdoors, staying ac-
tive, and taking in the 
scenery. It’s not about the 
destination, although we 
have many beautiful ones 
to see in Pocahontas 
County. After your outing, 
take time to cool down, re-
hydrate, and rest so your 
body can recover. 

With a bit of prepara-
tion, you can make the 
most of your summer ad-
ventures while staying safe 
and comfortable.
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VARNER TOWING,LLC 
  304-642-9053 / 304-637-7171

HEAVY-DUTY TOWING AND 
WRECKER SERVICE 
24-HOUR AVAILABILITY 
Towing from the smallest  
vehicle to               
the heaviest 
loads! 

Call for  
details.

Open 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.                      
Mon. - Fri.  • Durbin

We specialize in Residential
and Commercial Construction

•New Homes •Additions 
•Porches & Decks •Vinyl Siding

•Garages & Buildings
             •Window Replacement
                •All Types Roofing

BRYANT CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Alex E. Bryant Jr., Owner

82 Angus Irvine Road, Marlinton

304-799-4399 License # WV026274

Let's get started on your project!

24-Hour Wrecker &
Rollback Service

Night 304- 799-6079
or 304-799-7148

All major
credit cards

accepted

F&F 
Service CenterLLC 

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners 
Rt. 39 at Beaver Creek Road, Huntersville

ARI Certified • Complete Auto Repair• New Tires • State and Modified Inspections
Transmission Flushes • Brakes • Exhausts • 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments

304-799-6431

Retailer

Hike and Bike 
Preparations

Quote and photo courtesy of Aaron Theisen 
“The Tea Creek trail crosses and re-crosses its namesake waterway a dozen 
times in the span of a mile. Fortunately, the view never gets old.”



Jaynell Graham 

Staff Writer 

Published 2008 

 

Amid the changes of 
downtown Marlin-
ton, a few things 

have remained constant, 
one of them being C. J. 
Richardson Hardware.  
Visitors to this area are 
often surprised by what 
local residents have come 
to expect.  Upon entering 
Richardson’s, they are 
greeted with a smile and a 
quick “May I help you?”   

C. J. Richardson Hard-
ware was there when the 
railroad came and when 
the railroad was disman-
tled, it was there through 
the Depression years, it 
was there when our men 
and women went off to 
wars and when they re-
turned, and it remains 
today, the cornerstone of 
stability in an ever-chang-
ing world. 

The floor-to-ceiling 
shelves, oak counters and 
nail bins of the hardware 
store are as they have al-
ways been.  The open 
freight elevator is still in 
service.  This elevator was 
originally operated by 
“mule” power, then ad-
vanced to a system of belts 
and pulleys and, finally, to 
an electric powered winch.  

The origi-
nal track ladder, 
which gives access to 
those tall shelves, suc-
cumbed to constant 
use and was re-
placed several years 
ago, but it, too, is 
still rolling. 

Much of the 
merchandise of 
years ago is still of-
fered today, al-
though the 
demand for hand 
tools such as ham-
mers, saws and hand 
sanders dwindled as 
power tools became 
the rage.  

Throughout its history 
Richardson’s has repaired 
what it sells. Those item-

change with each genera-
tion and today it is appli-
ances, chainsaws, weed 
eaters, lawn mowers, 

micro-waves and vac-
uum cleaners.  

The friendly serv-
ice today is orches-
trated by Charles 
McElwee “Goo-
gie” Richardson 
and his son, 
Terry, who left 
Marlinton to 
work in New 
H a m p s h i r e  
and “came 
home in 1984.” 
Their commit-

ment to the 
community, now 

as then, extends 
beyond regular 

business hours. Many 
folks in the county have 

been helped out of a bind 
by an after-hours phone 

call to Googie or Terry, or 
to Ira “Buck” Turner, who 
for 27 years has assisted 
those in need, both as an 
employee of Richardson’s 
and as a friend and neigh-
bor.  A few years ago, 

Buck’s wife, Cookie, 
joined him at Richardson’s 
and they make a very ac-
commodating team. 
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35th
Anniversary

SSAVE THE DATE!
Saturday,
September

26
for the

Autumn Harvest
Festival &

Roadkill Cookoff!

Photos courtesy of the Richardson family 
Men gather and visit at C. J. Richardson’s. The store then sported a brick siding front. Now, 

as then, the windows were filled with seasonal displays. At left, portraits of Charles John-
ston (C.J.) Richardson and Annie Laurie Thomas Richardson. 

A county cornerstone,   
a living history ~  
C. J. Richardson’s

From the 
Archives

See ARCHIVES, 
page 23
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The tradition of a 

Christmas drawing contin-
ues today with prizes such 
as guns, TVs and vacuum 
cleaners, but there was a 
time when the coveted 
prize was a new automo-
bile. 

Jewel Scott, who cele-
brated his 100th birthday 
this past July, was the win-
ner of the last Ford car 
given away by the store.  
Scott and his wife, Nellie, 
had built a new house and 
all the materials came 
from Richardson’s.  Sell-
ing their lamb and calf 
crop just prior to Christ-
mas, they were able to pay 
off their account.  When 

the winning number was 
posted in the store win-
dow, Scott went home to 
check his numbers.  When 
he came across the winner 
he said, ‘Nellie, go get 
your car.”   

Charles Johnston “C.J.” 
Richardson graduated 
from VPI as a civil engi-
neer and headed to South 
America for his first job, 
opening a gold mine.  He 
later worked for a friend 
in Decatur, Georgia, man-
aging a hardware store.  
When he became quite ill 
with malaria, his brother, 
Dr. T. S. Richardson, rec-
ommended that he head 
for the mountains as a 
cure for what ailed him. 

Finding that he loved 

what this area offered with 
its hunting and fishing, he 
decided to stay and set 
about building a hardware 
store and undertaker’s 
shop at the present inter-
section of Rts. 219 and 39.  
This was later the location 
of the People’s Store and 
Supply Company.  In re-
sponse to the news that 
the C. & O. Railroad 
would soon pass through 
Marlinton, Richardson 
made plans and began 
construction of the pres-
ent-day store and opened 
there around 1905. 

Along the way, he mar-
ried Annie Laurie Tho-

mas, of Bath County, Vir- 
ginia. As his business grew, 
his brother-in-law, Andy 
Thomas, moved to Marlin-
ton to help with the un-
dertaking portion.  Rich- 
ardson’s grandson, “Goo-
gie,” said that “Uncle Andy 
worked for 50 years, open-
ing the store every morn-
ing and never took a 
vacation or a sick day.” 

C. J.’s brother, Ed, 
worked in the family busi-
ness and added some spice 
to the atmosphere.  Ed, 
who lived in a house in 
what is now Smith Addi-
tion, rode his horse to 
work, and was quite the 

fiddle player. Musicians 
gathered at the store every 
Saturday night to play and 
sing.  Joining Ed were Whi-
tey Daughterty, Charlie 
Lovelace, “Greenbrier” 
Dotson and others.  Goo-
gie said that “Greenbrier” 
reminded him of Ma-
hatma Ghandi, in that he 
was bald and had nothing 
to say, but smiled all the 
time. 

Charlie Lovelace 
worked at Richardson’s as 
the repairer of gasoline-
powered Maytag washers.   
Ralph Dilley was the full-
time radio repairman.  
And speaking of radio, 
Googie remembers that all 
the stores stayed open late 
and every night “mostly 
the same people would 
come into the store to lis-
ten to ‘Lum and Abner’ 
and ‘Amos and Andy.”’  
Jim Shinaut, who had lost 
his eyesight and whose 
grandson, Jerry Davis, 
works at Richardson’s 
today, was “always posted 
at the radio for every base-

ball game.” Each night 
Shinaut walked, unat-
tended, to his home on 
Jerico Road.  When asked 
how he knew he had 
reached Jerico, he said he 
could feel a difference in 
the atmosphere at that 
point and turned toward 
home. 

As the third generation, 
Googie began his career at 
the store right after WW II.  
He remembers that the 
business was still horse ori-
ented at that time due to 
agriculture and logging in 
the area; work that de-
manded collars, harnesses 
and all the “horse trap-
pings.”  There was a pipe 
that ran the full length of 
the store – front to back –
with nothing but horse 
collars and “hardly a day 
would go by without sell-
ing a set or two of horse 
harnesses.” Richardson’s 
still carries those “horse 
trappings” but today they 

 SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS • SHUTTLES • 304‐591‐7270 • PIZZA • WINGS • SALADS • DRINKS
916 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON | Shop@GreenbrierBikes.com | GreenbrierBikes.com

Greenbrier Bikes Trailhead Pizza

9th Annual  
Greenbrier River Trail Marathon 
and 5th Annual Half-Marathon 

Sunday, October 4 
Pocahontas County, WV 

Flat, Fast, Scenic, USATF-Certified Course 
Register online: 

runzy.com/race/WV/Marlinton/2021GRTMarathon

Volunteers 
needed!

ARCHIVES from pg 22                    

Photo courtesy Keith Moore 
This photo shows the new store under construction next to the railroad.  It was completed around 1905.

See ARCHIVES,  
page 24



are for pleasure horses, 
“nothing like back then.”  
Back then, as well, Googie 
said, “it was just what the 
name says, ‘hard, hard-
ware’… nuts and bolts, 
lots of goods, bits and 
teeth for saw blades and a 
lot of items needed by 
sawmills.” 

Osa Smith McLaughlin 
went to work at Richard-
son’s in 1965 as the first 
woman “on the floor.”  As 
with all new employees, 
her first two weeks were 
spent dusting the shelves 
to “acquaint” her with all 
the merchandise. In her 
21 years there, she was in 
charge of advertising and 
was the furniture buyer, 
taking an annual trip to 
the High Point, North 
Carolina Furniture Show 
each October.  Under the 
management of C. J.’s sons 
Charles and Craig 
Richardson, her co-work-
ers were her brother, Jack 
Smith, John Quick, Tom 
Sharp and Jim McGraw.  
McGraw, according to 
Googie, was the most “en-
during” employee, having 
worked at Richardson’s for 
over 50 years.  Osa re-
members the 1906 Day 
Book, which recorded 
everything from caskets 
shipped by train to Cass, to 
newlyweds setting up 
housekeeping.  At that 
time, $250 would get you 
everything you needed – 
furniture to stovepipes. 

Although Osa was the 
first woman “on the floor,” 
the bookkeeping depart-
ment has always been 
manned by women. Craig 
Richardson’s wife, Ger-
trude, led the way, fol-
lowed through the years 
by Elizabeth Kessler, 

Noble Moore and Edith 
McCloud. Today, you will 
find Lana Clark at the 
desk, where she has been 
for the last 16 years.  The 
original office was on a 
platform, six to seven feet 
above the first floor, but in 
1948 the office was tucked 
in-beside and behind- the 
wide staircase.  Walking up 
that staircase, you leave 
the nuts and bolts of labor 
behind and find on the 
second floor, a bright, 
light and airy room full of 
furniture, floor coverings 
and accessories.  A service 
stairway will take you to 
the third floor where extra 
stock is stored and tucked 
in nooks and crannies is a 
bit of merchandise from 
the past.  

As in the days of Ed 
Richardson, the store still 
carries a selection of musi-
cal instruments which can 
readily be seen hanging 
from a pipe suspended 
over the oak counter. The 
musical talent of this fam-
ily has passed through the 
generations, as well, with 
fourth generation Terry, 
and fifth generation Annie 
Laurie Richardson, Ann 
Grace and Michael David 
Ferrell carrying on the tra-
dition of old-time music. 

When employees stay 
for 21, 27, even 50 years, 
it’s more than a business, 
it’s family. 

In his 100 years, Jewel 
Scott has dealt with them 
all, C. J., his sons, Charles 
and Craig, his grandson, 

Googie, and great-grand-
son, Terry.  Scott summed 
up this family quite well, 
“Those Richardsons, 
they’re wonderful peo-
ple.”   

Through the house-
holds of this county, for 
105 years, generation after 
generation has said, “I’ve 
gotta’ go to Richardson’s.”  

And generation after 
generation has received 
the same friendly service 
from this unchanged cor-
ner of the world.
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We are on  
Facebook 

The Pocahontas 
Times Michael Murphy, Owner

12745 Potomac Highlands Trail 
Durbin, WV 26264

Murphy's AUTO 
quality used vehicles

BOdy & repair shop 
wrecker & rollback

service

304-456-4858

  

4th Avenue  Gallery                       
in the historic Marlinton Depot on 

the Greenbrier River Trail 
Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

304-799-2550 

Shops at Leatherbark Ford 
at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Opens in May   
10 a.m. - 5: 30 p.m daily              

304-456-5440
Join us at pocahontasartistry.com 

Special events on Facebook at Pocahontas County Artisans Co-op

Handcrafted home       
décor, gifts and more!

Local, handmade 
fine arts and crafts

Photo by Jaynell Graham 
Many buildings around Marlinton have come and gone, but Richardson’s stands as it has more than 100 
years.
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Laura Dean Bennett 

Staff Writer 

Published 2018 

 

Not for the faint of 
heart, but defi-
nitely perfect for 

those who really want to 
get away from it all, Seneca 
State Forest’s primitive 
cabins boast practically no 
modern conveniences, but 
offer a real taste of life in 
the woods the way it was 

lived years ago. 
Seneca is West Virginia’s 

first state forest. It was cre-
ated in 1924 to ensure tim-
ber and wildlife for the 
future. During the 1930s, 
Seneca was home to the 
largest and most varied 
populations of wildlife 
found anywhere in West 
Virginia. 

Today, Seneca offers 
unique hospitality by way 
of its eight off-the-grid “pi-
oneer” cabins, with hand-

pumped water, gas refrig-
erators, gaslights, fire-
places and wood-burning 
cook stoves.  

Five of the cabins are lo-
cated along the shore of 
the four-acre Seneca Lake 
and come equipped with 
canoes. The other three 
overlook the beautiful 
Greenbrier River, and all 
were built in the 1930s. 

You’ll get a warm wel-
come at the park office 
and if you’re there on an 

80 degree day, don’t be 
surprised if, after that 
warm welcome, you get a 
chillier reception among 
the pines, as you drive into 
the forest, where the tem-
perature drops to a cool 
70. 

When you leave the of-
fice and set out in search 

of your cabin, you’ll get an 
otherworldly sensation, as 
the paved road gives way 
to a winding, rugged dirt 
road. 

Keep your eyes peeled 
for wildlife and birds, as 
they are surely all around 
you. 

You might as well have 

stepped into a time ma-
chine as a narrow lane 
takes you miles into the 
forest and centuries back 
in time.  

This is not the place for 
a fancy sports car. It is bet-
ter suited to horse or cov-
ered wagon. 

When you think of the 
cabin in Laura Ingalls 
Wilder story “Little House 
in the Woods,” you might, 
for all intents and pur-
poses, be imagining a 
cabin just like the ones 
you’ll discover hiding in 
Seneca State Forest.  

They are rustic, to say 
the least. 

Two cabins have been 
rebuilt but were rebuilt ex-
actly to their original spec-
ifications. 

The cabins are com-
pletely furnished and sup-
plied with firewood, pots, 
pans, dinnerware, bed 

The secluded world of Seneca State Forest

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett 
Seneca State Forest’s Cabin 4 is tucked behind a gate and perched right on the 
side of the lake, which is stocked spring and fall with trout and large mouth 
bass.There are also plenty of catfish, bluegill and perch to keep anglers busy.

TRENT’S 
GENERAL STORES

“THINGS YOU NEED, 
CLOSE TO HOME”

ARBOVALE          
in the Loop 

304-456-9906

BARTOW 
Rts. 92/250          

304-456-3228

Two locations: 

Gas • Diesel 
Groceries, Snacks, USDA Fresh Meats, 

Hardware, Plumbing Supplies,          
Hunting/Fishing Licenses and Supplies

See SENECA, page 26
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linens, blankets, towels 
and other amenities to 
provide for a relaxing stay. 

But they are primitive, 
which is what makes them 
special. 

They have practically 
none of the things that we 
take for granted these days 
– no electricity, no run-
ning water or indoor 
plumbing, no phones, no 
TV, no Internet. 

What there is, is the 

charm of days gone by – 
the beauty that comes 
from the hand of a skilled 
craftsman. 

Step up on the porch, 

lift the old-fashioned door 
latch and enter into an-
other time. There’s the 
homey scent of the wood 
burning stove and the fire-
place, the glowing beauty 
of wood is everywhere, in 

TUCKER COMMUNITY  
FOUNDATION

Pocahontas Community Fund Classic 
Golf Tournament, Friday, July 17, at 

Raven Golf Course, Snowshoe. 

Creating opportunities for the 
individuals and communities we serve.

• 4 man scramble.  
• $50,000 hole-in-one 
* Mulligan package 
• 50/50 raffle 
• Multiple prizes 
• Awards banquet and dinner included 

304-478-2930 • edirector@TuckerFoundationWV.org 
PO Box 491 Parsons, WV

Proceeds benefit the 
Pocahontas Community Fund!

Learn more about us at 
TuckerFoundationWV.org

Uncle Sam’s Birthday Party! 

Run For It 
September 26

Each year, during the Leaf 
Peeper’s Festival in Davis, WV, 
people from all walks of life 
come together to move with 
purpose. 
 
Since 2007, Run For It has raised 
over $3.6 million, proving that 
when people come together, even the smallest steps 
can create lasting change.

Proudly serving ten counties in our region: 
Barbour, Grant, Mineral, Pendleton, 
Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Tucker,  
Upshur, WV, and Garrett County, MD

Celebrate the 250th  

anniversary of the US! An 
elimination style dinner 

held in Canaan Valley every 
July 4th weekend.

For more information or questions, 
please contact the Foundation 

office at 304-478-2930 or email 
edirector@tuckerfoundationwv.org.

Boyer 
 Station 

Campground 

SLEEPING FEATURES: 
Queen size DreamCloud memory foam mattress 

and twin size bunk beds 
FULLY STOCKED KITCHEN 

LIVING AREA 
FULL BATH 

SPACIOUS COVERED FRONT PORCH  

MAKE YOUR  
RESERVATION TODAY! 

airbnb.com/l/m35geAAp 
Contact us at 304-642-5062, online at 

boyerstation.com or on Facebook. 

Boyer Station Campground, nestled within the beautiful 
mountains of the Monongahela National Forest,              

Pocahontas County, now offers cabin rentals!

Our campground includes: 
• Playground • Pet friendly • Hiking/biking trails 

• Grocery stores and gas stations nearby

RED FOX & BLACK BEAR  
CABIN RENTALS

When you want to get away  
YEAGER HOUSE

A charming house located on a               
Civil War battlefield.  

Fully-furnished with all 
amenities: Wi-Fi, Smart TV 
with Netflix, fully- equipped 

kitchen, air conditioning, washer/dryer, linens, patio 
with table, chairs and grill.

Book now at airbnb.com or booking.com  
(Two night minimum) 
yeagerhousewv.com   

Phone: 312-636-8188 
312-636-8189 

49 Old Pike Road,  Bartow, WV 24920 
YeagerHousespt@gmail.com                  

THE PERFECT 
PLACE TO STAY

 
Hiking, biking, 
birding, fishing, 

scenic train rides, 
Civil War 

battlefields,  Green 
Bank Observatory, 
Snowshoe Resort 

and just relaxing in 
our beautiful national forest. 

FISHERMEN, BIRDERS AND MOUNTAIN 
BIKERS WELCOME! 

ENJOY

SENECA from pg 25                    

See SENECA, page 27

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett 
It doesn’t get much more 
secluded than the cabins 
at Seneca State Forest.



the hand hewn furniture 
and oak floors, kitchen 
cabinets right out of great-
grandma’s kitchen, and 
cozy wooden beds covered 
in quilts. 

And just because there’s 
no electricity, don’t as-
sume you’ll be left in the 
dark – there are gas-pow-
ered ceiling lamps to light 
your way in all the rooms.  

There’s also a gas-pow-
ered fridge tucked into 
the kitchen. 

But for water, you’ll 
head outside to the hand 
pump, where you will draw 
water just like in the old 

days, and carry it indoors 
for washing and cooking. 

Bring groceries with you 
and create a taste sensa-
tion for your family as you 
prepare meals and bake 
on a classic Mealmaster 
wood cook stove.  

There’s no charge for 
firewood for cabin guests 
who will want to make a 
fire on a chilly evening or 
cook their breakfast or 
supper on the cook stove. 

Or, when you have a 
mind to, cook outside on 
the grill.  

And don’t bother look-
ing for a bathroom. If 
you’ve ever heard the 

terms “privy” and “out-
house,” this is your chance 
to learn what they mean. 

When you get tired of 
“cat baths,” you can always 
go to the office where 
there are two hot showers. 

Your children will never 
take indoor plumbing for 
granted again. 
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Photo courtesy of  

www.wvtourism.com 
More adventurous visi-
tors to Seneca State For-
est can spend the 
weekend in the Thorny 
Mountain Fire Tower and 
experience the forest 
from a higher altitude.

SENECA from pg 26                   

See SENECA, page 28



But for those hearty 
souls who crave real 
rugged cabin living, 
Seneca is a paradise. And 
it offers hospitality to the 
whole family. 

You can even bring Fido.  
As long as you don’t 

leave them unattended, 
dogs are allowed in the 
cabins and, on a leash, 
they may enjoy boating, 
biking or hiking the trails 
right along with their own-
ers. 

Visitors can also enjoy 
the unique experience of 
an overnight stay in the 55-
foot tall, refurbished 
Thorny Mountain Fire 
Tower.  

The spectacular view 
from atop the tower is the 
most complete 360-degree 
panorama possible of the 
Pocahontas County high-
lands and the Greenbrier 
River Valley. 

In 1935, a Civilian Con-
servation Corps (CCC) 

crew built the Thorny 
Mountain Tower to re-
place a fire tower that had 
been built on nearby 
Michael Mountain during 
the 1920s.  

For really adventurous 
guests who like camping, 
and want a truly unique 
sleepover experience, this 
tower is for you. 

Beds, water and fire-
wood are provided, along 
with a picnic table, grill, 
fire ring, and a privy at the 
base of the tower.  

Steel and wooden stairs 
lead up to the cab and the 
catwalk surrounding it, so 
you get a workout just get-
ting there. 

An overnight stay in the 
fire tower is a real slice of 
the past. You can experi-
ence the life of a forest 
ranger of the 1930s.  

“It’s pretty sparse,” Su-
perintendent Jeff Layfield 
said. “We have a couple of 
sleeping cots with mat-
tresses and a table and 
chairs. As far as cooking fa-

cilities, we’ll provide a 
campfire location and grill 
on the ground level.”  

Whatever you need be-
yond that, you’ll have to 
bring yourself. But talk 

In Print and Online  
Subscribe Today! 

304-799-4973
www.pocahontastimes.com

Your Community Connection 
Just the Way You Like It

Home Delivery In Pocahontas County $

Home Delivery In West Virginia $

Home Delivery Out-of-State  $

3  /year
4  /year
4  /year

Six month subscriptions available.   
“Snow Bird” subscriptions available.  

Call for pricing.

eEdition Only 

$  /year
eEdition Plus
Print edition 

$ 9 /year
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Greenbrier Suites
A bed and breakfast in historic Durbin, West Virginia.
Comfortable suites with kitchenette, private bath, dining room and
parlor. Bedrooms are furnished with queen-sized or full-sized antique
beds and ceiling fans.  A non-smoking, no pets facility.  COVID-19
precautions used in cleaning. Complimentary breakfast is available
down the street at Station 2 Restaurant.

Book online at www.gbsuitesdurbin.com
For information call 304-456-3298 • gbsuites@yahoo.com

SENECA from pg 27                  

See SENECA, page 29

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett 
And look at the interior of 
one of the cabins at 
Seneca Stata Forest. The 
cabins are rustic in the 
best way possible, with a 
fireplace, open concept 
rooms, comfy beds and 
full-size kitchens where 
you can prepare your 
own meals.



about a room with a view! 
Imagine waking up to a 

glorious sunrise and being 
able to see forever across 
the mountains. 

To add to your enjoy-
ment and menu, Seneca 
Lake is stocked spring and 
fall with trout and large-
mouth bass.  

For those who like to 
hike and experience na-
ture up close and per-
sonal, there are 40 miles of 
beautiful trails with lovely 
names like Scarlet Oak, 
Great Laurel, Hickory 

Path and Thorny Creek. 
Seneca’s trails are great 

for hiking and splendid 
for mountain biking, but if 
you want to ride horses, 
you’ll have to bring your 
own. 

Each season is special in 
Seneca State Forest. Many 
folks who visit in the sum-
mer say they want to re-
turn in the fall, when a 
wood stove or fireplace is 
just the thing to knock off 
the crisp chill. 

But you’ll have to plan 
you stay for before the 
deep snow of winter. 

 

Although day use is al-
lowed in the winter, the 
cabins aren’t rented from 
the end of November until 
the second Friday in April, 
as snow often renders the 
roads impassable. 

To learn more about 
Seneca State Forest or 
make reservations visit 
their website at www. 
seneca state forest.com or 
call 304-799-6213. 

SSpprriinngg  SSppeecciiaallss!!  

Metal Fence Posts • Fencing • Farm Gates 4’ - 16’ • Wire • Planters 
• Garden Tools • Hose • Bird Feeders • Feeders and Feed 

• Pet, Poultry and Livestock Supplies • Pet Accessories • Power Tools 
• Hardware • Electrical and Plumbing Supplies • Water Softener Salt and more! 

Rt. 219, Buckeye • 304-799-0860 
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m • Sun. Noon to 2 p.m. 

“Large enough to supply; small enough to care.” 

Check out our full line of Stihl power 
equipment and accessories!

ON 

SALE!

Black Gold, Baccto 
Soil, Coast of Main 
Tomato and Veggie 

Soil, Timberline soils 
and mulch. Kolor 

Scape bagged landscape stones 
and sand. Bulk mulch in red, 

brown, black and natural. Bulk 
stone and sand.

 
FS 56 RC-E 

Trimmer 

$229

RMA-348 V Self 
propelled battery 

mower 
 
 
 

MSA60-C-B-12

$50 OFF
 
RMA-348 
BATTERY 
MOWER  

$449

 
Ends June 30, 2026

RCA 20 Battery 
Cleaner

$30 OFF

Buckeye Hardware Buckeye Hardware 

KOA 20 Battery 
Inflator 

 $169

$249

$59999

Organic Fertilizers 
 

Jobes Organic Bone Meal, 
Blood Meal, Bulb Food, 

All Purpose Plant Food and 
Soil Acidifier, 

Tone Organics in Tomato-
tone, Rose-tone, 

Flower-tone, Plant-tone, 
Garden-tone, Tree-tone 
and Azalea-tone, and All 

Natural Coop Gro 

Black Bear Smoker Pellets in Apple, Cherry, Pecan, 
Mesquite and Hickory 

Kingsford Charcoal

$299

We're right on the river!
• Great food and daily specials

• Clean, affordable lodging 
with Wi-Fi and cable TV. 

Just minutes away from canoeing,
kayaking, fishing, mountain biking

and hiking. Buses welcome!

Open Daily 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
At the bridge in Marlinton   304.799.7233   greenbriergrille.com

Daily specials and more on Facebook

Welcome to our 

Summer
Playground

SENECA from pg 28                  

Photo by Laura Dean Bennett 
Seneca State Forest su-
perintendent Jeff Lay-
field outside Cabin 5. 
Layfield became the su-
perintendent in 2013.
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Space Race   
Rumpus 

spaceracerumpus.org

Family Road and Mountain                                               
Cycling Festival, Green Bank

LIVE MUSIC: 
Friday, June 5: Elk River Ramblers 

Saturday, June 6: Bicycle                                                               

Come! Bring your family.                                                 
Camp in the mountains and enjoy                      
great biking, music, good times!

It’s a festival and a race.                                               
It’s group rides and clinics.   

It’s a fundraiser.   
It’s a tradition! 

  Road and mountain bike rides 
and races by day, live music, local 

brews, bonfires and tours of  the night sky each night! All in a family-
friendly environment with many social activities and games.

June 5 through 7

Open: 
Thurs. - Sat., 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Sunday, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Breakfast served: 
Thurs. -  Sat., 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

Sunday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.    

Specials and events posted on Facebook/HillsboroPublicHouse

~Dine in or carry out~ 304-653-2646 

7484 Seneca Trail, Hillsboro 

Order online: hillsboropub.com

Specialty coffee drinks • Full bar • Ice cream 

Visit us online at: 
pocahontastimes.com
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NNEW LISTING
935 Vista Way Marlinton, WV

7 Bedroom/4.5 Bath on 100 acres Spectacular views Living room view

Gorgeous living area Large kitchen Formal dining room

570 Cass Road
Slatyfork, WV 26291

Martha Giddings, Broker/Owner    304.651.2099     martygiddings@remax.net 
Michael Hughes, Sales Associate/Owner    304.651.2100    mhughes@remax.net 

RemaxCountryWV.com

One of Pocahontas County's most magical settings, this
exceptional 7BR/4.5BA property offers sweeping, unob­
structed views in every direction. This home is perfectly
positioned just minutes from Marlinton and only 30 minutes
from Snowshoe Resort. Surrounded by 100 acres of woods,
meadows and mountain scenery, it provides endless
opportunities to enjoy nature. Designed with comfort and

family in mind, the home welcomes you with a light­filled
living room featuring an entire wall of windows that frame
the breathtaking landscape. Watch eagles and hawks soar
overhead while deer, turkeys and other wildlife wander the
fields below. Multiple covered decks offer peaceful outdoor
spaces to relax, entertain and take in the views, which include
the Greenbrier River.

MLS 26­529 $1,250,000
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