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It’s happening at the Opera House

Ryan Krofchek
Contributing Writer 'H'lvfm Ui
Mystery, mayhem and
a missing bride ~
‘Catch Me If You Can’ :

hings are rarely
Twhat they seem in
the Pocahontas

County Drama Work-
shop’s fall production of
“Catch Me If You Can,”
coming to the Pocahontas
County Opera House Sep-
tember 11-13.

The mystery-comedy be-
gins when Daniel Corban,
a Michigan advertising ex-
ecutive honeymooning at
a secluded mountain
lodge, contacts police after
his new wife suddenly dis-
appears. Before investiga-
tors can make sense of the
situation, a young woman
arrives claiming to be the
missing Elizabeth Corban.

T
MONS/

NTES'T.

WORLD CLASS JAM

ter makes her Drama
Workshop debut as Mrs.
Parker, and James Span-
glet appears as Sidney. The
production is directed by
Jeff Marcum.

The Pocahontas County
Drama Workshop has long
provided local actors, di-
rectors and volunteers an
opportunity to bring com-
munity theater to the
Opera House stage.

This fall’s production
continues that tradition
with a story full of mis-
taken identities, accusa-
tions and enough twists to
make trusting anyone a
questionable decision.

]
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Hammons Family
Fiddle & Banjo Contest
~ September 25-26

Marlinton will once
again fill with fiddles, ban-
jos and traditional music
when the fifth annual

There is just one problem:
Daniel insists he has never

seen her before. strange collection of char-

Hammons Family Fiddle and Banjo Contest

Hammons Family Fiddle &
Banjo Contest + World

thing is very wrong. Class Jam returns Septem-

When a priest confirms
the young woman’s iden-
tity and supports her story,
Daniel suddenly finds him-
self under suspicion. In-
spector Levine must sort

acters to determine whe-
ther a crime has actually
occurred.

Robert Thomas’ play
mixes suspense, dark com-

edy and plenty of decep-

Nathan Dameron leads
the cast as Daniel Corban,
with Chris Curry as In-
spector Levine and Joe
Miller as Father Kelleher.
Rachel Fanning plays Eliz-
abeth Corban, Ashley Rit-

ber 25 and 26.

Named in honor of the
Hammons family of Poca-
hontas County, the event
celebrates the family’s last-
ing influence on Ap-
palachian fiddle tunes,

through  contradictory tion, keeping audiences
claims, shifting alliances guessing as Daniel strug-
and an increasingly gles to prove that some-
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304-456-4505
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Il. Note the swimsuit styles of the day. Photo
courtesy of Preserving Pocahontas

banjo music, ballads and
storytelling while keeping
those traditions alive
through today’s musicians.

The weekend begins Fri-
day, September 25, at 7
p-m. with a square dance
at the Pocahontas County
Opera House featuring
Juanita Fireball & the
Clifftop Pickers. No previ-
ous square-dancing expe-
rience is necessary.

On Saturday, the music
spreads well beyond a sin-
gle stage. The World Class
Jam fills downtown Mar-
linton as musicians gather
in local businesses and
restaurants, under tents,
along sidewalks and out
on the street. Local play-
ers, visiting musicians and
featured performers can
sit down together, trade
tunes and join jams
throughout the day.

This year’s special per-
formances bring together
some of the region’s most

accomplished and nation-
ally recognized bluegrass
and old-time musicians, in-
cluding Becky Buller and
Ned Luberecki, the Bing
Brothers featuring Jake
Krack, the Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys, Tessa
McCoy and The State
Birds, The Hunter Berry
Band, Kanawha Tradition,
Mudhole Control and The
Kessinger Brothers.

The contest has also ex-
panded this year, with the
fiddle competition divided
into traditional and blue-
grass divisions for both
adults and youth. Banjo
players will compete in tra-
ditional and bluegrass di-
visions as well. First-place
winners receive $500, sec-
ond place receives $200
and third place receives
$100, with ribbons also
awarded.

Hammons weekend
takes place in conjunction

See HOUSE, page 5
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" Pocabontas County Genealogy Gro
has Cemetery Books for sale

documenting more than 155 cemeteries:

Qak Grove, 2011; Mountain View; Mace to Brush
Country, 2014; Little Levels, 2015; Huntersville, 2016;
Woodrow to Buckeye, 2018; Back Mountain Road -
Durbin to Cass & West Fork, 2019; Frost to Dunmore,
2021; Edray Road - Cass to Poage Lane, 2022 and Elk
Mtn., Allegheny Mtn., Buffalo, Travelers Repose and
Thornwood, 2026.

Books are priced from $12 to $20 each, plus tax.
Add $5 for shipping.
Available at The Pocahontas Times
office, or by contacting Jan Orndorff
(rjorndorff@htcnet.org).
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Kelton Boblits

HOUSE from pg 4

with the West Virginia
RoadKill Cook-Off and
Autumn Harvest Festival,
bringing food, vendors,
crafts and other activities
to downtown Marlinton
throughout Saturday.
More than a competi-

tion, the Hammons Family
Fiddle & Banjo Contest +
World Class Jam is a
chance to hear some re-
markable musicians while
also becoming part of the
music. Some of the week-
end’s best moments may
happen away from a mi-
crophone, when someone

pulls up a chair, joins a
tune and becomes part of
the jam.

The event is presented
with support from Poca-
hontas County Dramas,
Fairs and Festivals and the
Pocahontas County Con-
vention and Visitors Bu-
reau.

The Hammons Family
Fiddle & Banjo Contest +
World Class Jam takes
place Friday, September
25, and Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, in downtown Mar-

WE BuUy AND SELL

Antiques,
Vintage
Furniture,
Collectibles and

Unusual Finds

OPEN THURSDAY - SUNDAY, 9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

OTHER HOURS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
14375 Seneca Trail, Buckeye
Rt. 219, Next to Buckeye Hardware ® 610-931-4374

{
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Pressing Strings

linton. Admission to the
Hammons festival is free.

Kelton Boblits brings
ragtime, blues and
early jazz ~
October 10

The piano takes center
stage at the Pocahontas
County Opera House Sat-
urday, October 10, when
pianist Kelton Boblits re-
turns to Marlinton for an
evening of ragtime, blues,
boogie-woogie, stride
piano and early jazz.

Boblits takes a wide-
ranging approach to the
keyboard, drawing from

STATION 2

Closed Monday.
8 a.m. -2 p.m. Sun.

Six-~ packs available to go

FAMILY DINING
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER

Appetizers o Specials » Burgers o
e Pizza ¢ Desserts  Hand-dipped Ice Cream

8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Tues. - Thurs.
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Fri. & Sat.
Now serving draft and bottled beer.

the rich sounds of the late
19th and early 20th cen-
turies. While ragtime pro-
vides part of the
foundation, his program
reaches beyond it into the
rolling rhythms of stride,
the grit and feeling of
blues, the driving pulse of
boogie-woogie and the
swing of early jazz stan-
dards.

It was an era when a
skilled pianist could essen-
tially become an entire
band. Bass, rhythm,
melody and harmony all
came from the same set of
keys, and performers de-

Subs

After hours: 304-456-4509

veloped styles capable of
filling dance halls and the-
aters without much help
from anyone else.

That versatility is still
part of the appeal.

Pressing Strings
soulful roots rock ~
October 24

Some bands settle com-
fortably into a genre.
Pressing Strings seems
happier moving between
them.

The Annapolis, Mary-
land, trio comes to the
Pocahontas County Opera

/ House Saturday, October

24, bringing a soulful
blend of roots, rock, blues
and folk built around
strong songwriting and an
easy sense of groove.

Led by guitarist and vo-
calist Jordan Sokel, Press-
ing Strings also features
drummer Justin Kruger
and bassist Nick Welker.
All three contribute vocals,
giving the trio a full sound
capable of moving from
reflective ballads into en-
ergetic rock without losing
sight of the song at the
center of it.

Local music fans may al-
ready have caught the
band this summer. Press-
ing Strings was part of the
2026 4848 Festival lineup
at Snowshoe Mountain,
putting its October Opera

See HOUSE, page 6

Pizza cards: order a pizza, get a \‘ ] ',“
punch. When it is full, you get a y
free pizza of same size.

RESTAURANT AND LODGING 5}
ACCOMMODATIONS

Four rooms featuring queen
beds,
cable, big screen TV and

separate baths, Wi-Fi,

a common lounge.
LODGING INCLUDES
BREAKFAST UP TO $20
Call for pricing and

availability. 3

G J3eq
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House appearance on the
heels of a considerably
larger festival stage.

The Marlinton setting
offers something different.
At the Opera House, only
a few feet separate much
of the audience from the
performers. For a band
whose music depends as
much on songwriting and
musicianship as volume,
that makes for an espe-
cially good fit.

Pressing Strings has
built its sound around the
emotional grit of blues,
the looseness of folk and
the energy of modern
rock. Rather than choos-
ing among those influ-
ences, the band lets them
share the same room.

Ouros and Danny
Knicely find common
ground between
musical traditions ~
November 7

The Pocahontas County
Opera House will welcome

music and beyond.

Ouros brings together
bilingual songs, rich vocal
harmonies and a musical
vocabulary drawn from a
wide range of traditions.
Spanish-and-English-lan-
guage music mingles with
influences from flamenco,
bluegrass, jazz, Latin mu-
sic and traditional Ameri-
can and European roots.

Ouros and Danny Knicely

Valley. Knicely has spent
much of his career using
those traditions as a start-
ing point for collabora-
tion, connecting Appala-
chian music with musi-
cians and sounds from
around the world.
Together, the musicians
approach tradition as
something meant to keep
moving. Mandolin, guitar,

comfortable
stage.

For Pocahontas County
listeners, the concert of-
fers both something famil-
iar and something unex-
pected. Appalachian roots
remain part of the founda-
tion, but the music contin-
ually reaches outward,
showing how traditions

sharing a

The Judy Chops

can change and grow
when musicians listen to
one another.

The Judy Chops
brings a little heat
to a November night
~ November 21
The chairs will be there,
but The Judy Chops may
make sitting in them op-
tional.
The Shenandoah Valley
band comes to the Poca-

hontas County Opera
House Saturday, Novem-
ber 21, bringing a high-en-
ergy blend of swing, blues,
rock, soul and Americana
to the historic Marlinton
stage.

The six-piece band has
spent more than a decade
building a reputation
around its live perform-
ances. Electric and hollow-
body guitars share the

See HOUSE, page 7

Ouros with Danny Knicely =~ Joining that conversa- rhythm, voice and har- [7 SN
Saturday, November 7, for tion is Danny Knicely, a mony become points of
an evening that reaches multi-instrumentalist with connection between musi- ¥ e
from Appa{gachian roots to deep roots in the old-time cal cultures that might Fljf; %L& fé‘e Local) handmade
Spanish-language song, and bluegrass traditions of look far apart on a map W ¢ 4 @ u
ﬂzmenco, gjazgz, Lati%l Virginia’s ~ Shenandoah but sound remarkably 42 @ @ f\y flne arts and Crafts
;é;i‘ «v.,-g-'»’;% AV H‘ pr
b S G > W\ Pocayontas
LE] E1] A 5| County
OUTSIDE!
o | J Co-op
OPEN APRIL 1 - OCTOBER 31
Handcrafted home
o décor, gifts and more!
EAST FOR K S 4th Avenue Iry Shops at Leatherbark Ford
D
(8:< ﬁl\—ll\gPRgER 8 (L)'J .PI E[E -l-a.-""ﬂr:ﬁ in the historic Marlinton Depot on the at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
A Greenbrier River Tralil [0 a.m. - 5:30 p.m daily while the
Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. trains are running * 304-456-5440
® Camping ®Hiking ®Equine Trails ®Lodging 304-799-2550
® Seasonal Sites eastforkcampgrounddurbin.com jOiﬂ us at pOCGhOﬂtGSGI"USU’y.COm
‘Q, 43 MEADOW LANE - DURBIN, WV 26264 e 304-456-3101 L Special events on Facebook at Pocahontas County Artisans Co-op )
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stage with bass, drums,
trumpet and baritone sax-
ophone, giving The Judy
Chops a sound that can
move from rootsy Ameri-
cana into something
closer to a horn-driven
dance band in a matter of
measures.

The group grew from a
Shenandoah Valley fa-
vorite into one of Vir-
ginia’s established live acts
by freely mixing modern
and vintage styles. Swing,
blues, rock and soul all
make appearances, but
The Judy Chops seems less
interested in sorting those
influences into separate
boxes than finding out
what happens when they
all collide on the same
stage.

That makes the band
particularly well suited to
the Opera House. There is
plenty for listeners who
want to settle in and pay at-
tention to the arrange-

ments and musicianship,
but a rhythm section and
horn section also make a
fairly persuasive argument
for getting out of the chair.

Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys -
continuing a
December tradition
~ Decemberl2
The Black Mountain
Bluegrass Boys return to
the Pocahontas County
Opera House Saturday,
December 12, for a De-
cember tradition rooted

deeply in Pocahontas
County music.
Led by Mill Point’s

Richard Hefner, the Black
Mountain Bluegrass Boys
are widely recognized as
one of West Virginia’s
longest-running bluegrass
bands. For generations of
local listeners, their music
has been part of festivals,
dances, radio programs,

family gatherings and
nights at the Opera
House.

The band stays close to
the traditional bluegrass
sound, built around driv-
ing banjo, fiddle, man-
dolin, guitar, bass and
vocal harmonies. It is a
style that has endured not
because it has remained
frozen in place, but be-
cause musicians have con-
tinued to play it, share it
and make it their own.

That connection is espe-
cially strong in Pocahontas
County. Hefner and the
Black Mountain Bluegrass
Boys have been part of the
local musical landscape
for decades, making their
annual December appear-
ance feel as much like a
gathering of neighbors as
a concert.

The setting at the Opera
House gives that tradition
a fitting home. In a room
where audiences sit only a
few feet from the stage,
the evening offers the kind
of close-up bluegrass per-
formance that has been
part of the building’s his-

N

431 Cass Road

Available for your
healthcare needs
CareXpress of Slatyfork

Slatyfork, WV 26291

Phone: 304-572-4410

Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 am. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, 8 am. - 4 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

In-house pharmacies are available at our
Marlinton and Green Bank locations.

Marlinton Phone: 304-799-4404
Green Bank Phone: 304-456-5115

Community Care

of West Virginia

No
appointment
needed!

Richard Hefner of The Black Mountain Bluegrass Boys

tory for generations.
Admission for all shows
is $10, with youth 17 and
younger admitted free.
Tickets are available on-
line at pocahontasopera
house.org, at the door the
night of the performance
or at the 4th Avenue
Gallery, operated by the

Pocahontas County Arti-
sans Co-op.

The Pocahontas County
Opera House Perform-
ance Series is presented
with support from Poca-
hontas County Dramas,
Fairs and Festivals and the
Pocahontas County Con-
vention and Visitors Bu-

reau. This project is sup-
ported with financial assis-
tance from the West
Virginia Department of
Tourism and the National
Endowment for the Arts,
with approval from the
West Virginia Commission
on the Arts.

“Cune in to ﬂlleghengﬁ{ ‘
ﬂountam Radio -+
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Hillsboro,,WV.
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L0

;g%% ¥

ountainradio.

i
&
&
Z

/f i
,,—;("

L

> . There's an

APP for that -
Download

EFAE

org E

/, 33ed

9707 [1ed « SIWLL, SEJUoyed0g Y], 0} jusudddng WSLMOY, « SSVAINOD

Streaming online at aIIe@

CCWV.org




COMPASS ¢ Tourism Supplement to The Pocahontas Times * Fall 2026 Page 8

%\@@&‘& ‘ I_m_.__.>z_wnocz2
ef¢ HANDS &

HARVEST

FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 9 - 11, 2026

Harvest Trail - Arts & Crafts - Entertainment - Fun!

Get the full schedule & details about our 34th annual county-wide event at

HIGHLANDCOUNTY.ORG

VIRGINIA
IS FOR

MOUNTAIN
LOWERS

virginia.org




“Tall” into ad\/entu’ze n poca/zontas County

Amanda Burns
Contributing Writer

fall is fast approaching.

As the leaves begin to
change, there’s no better
time to experience every-
thing that Pocahontas
County has to offer
Whether you’re looking to
enjoy colorful scenery,
family-friendly activities, or
unique local events — fall
has truly got it all!

Fall, like every other sea-
son in Pocahontas County,
is the perfect time to ex-
plore the outdoors.

Take a scenic drive
across the Highland Sce-
nic Highway, where vi-
brant fall colors stretch
across the mountains.
Lace up your hiking boots

It’s hard to believe that

or spend the afternoon
leaf-peeping at breathtak-
ing overlooks.

For more  hiking,
Watoga State Park, Seneca
State Forest, Droop Moun-
tain  Battlefield and
Beartown State parks all
offer a variety of trails.

Late September kicks off
with community favorites.
The annual Autumn Har-
vest and Roadkill Cookoff
Festival returns September
26, bringing food, enter-
tainment, local vendors,
and plenty of Appalachian
tradition to Marlinton.
The following day, Sep-
tember 27, you can enjoy
the Cranberry Shindig and
Music at Cranberry Moun-
tain Nature Center, cele-
brating heritage with
crafts, music, food, and

and explore nearby trails fun in the heart of the

e

guided trail
t Snowshoe Mountain

i 5 B i‘r"
Western-style trail riding for ages six
and older - all skill levels. Choose from
30-minute lake rides for the youngsters
to three-hour trails, sunset rides and
even overnight options!

o — s

mountains.

If you love history, you
won’t want to  miss
Huntersville  Traditions

Days October 2 and 3,
where you can step back in
time through demonstra-
tions, exhibits, and hands-
on  experiences  that
showcase the area’s rich
culture.

The Civil War Reenact-
ment at Droop Mountain
Battlefield State Park will
take place October 10-12.

A trip to Cass Scenic
Railroad offers unforget-
table mountain views that
are even more spectacular
during peak foliage. Fami-
lies can also make memo-
ries at CW’s Corn Maze in
Cass, where their seasonal
activities make for the per-
fect autumn outing.

As November arrives,
Yew Mountain Center in
Hillsboro offers opportu-
nities to learn sustainable
gardening practices for
fall. On November 14, the

-

Fall Planting Workshop
and Forest Farming Plant-
ing Workshop invite par-
ticipants to get their hands
dirty while learning new
skills.

Local service
& great rates

Call, click or stop by today

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomingtan, IL

So, whether you’re look-
ing for a weekend getaway
or just a fun way to spend
an afternoon,

Pocahontas County is
full of unforgettable fall
experiences. From inter-
esting festivals to out-

doorsy adventures, there’s
something for everyone to
enjoy this season.

For more information
on activities and events,
visit pocahontascountywv.
com

Talk with us about home, condo and renter’s
insurance for primary and seasonal property.
We offer coverage through many major carriers.
Protect your property with advice

from a local agent.

For more information call

304-799-6303

clair.rose@american-national.com
1100Tenth Avenue, Marlinton

6 23ed
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Photo by Suzanne Stewart
The Seneca Woodlands Women’s Club stocks and manages six Little Libraries
located throughout the northern part of Pocahontas County. The little library,
above, is located at the entrance of the Boyer Campground next to the infor-
mation kiosk.

Little Libraries have

a book for everyone

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

riving through Poc-
D ahontas  County,
it’s hard to miss all

the barns alongside the
road. There are so many
that are still in use, as well
as those that have seen
better days. There are also
six little red barns on posts
that seem out of place.

Those barns aren’t for
livestock or storing hay,
though. They are for
books.

The Little Libraries in
the northern part of the
county were created by the
Seneca Woodlands Wo-
men’s Club. It all started
in 2019 when retired Poc-
ahontas County High
School English teacher
Lou Burner returned to
her home of Cass.

Burner joined the
women’s club and brought

up the idea of having the
little libraries sprinkled
around all the small towns
in northern Pocahontas.
“It sort of came to me as
something in a rural area
that people need,” Burner
said in 2019. “Even though
we have a great library sys-
tem here, wouldn’t it be
nice to walk downtown or
walk down the road a little
way with your kids to the
little library and teach
them about trading books
and donating.”
Pocahontas County is
truly blessed to have an
amazing public library sys-
tem - with libraries in
Durbin, Green Bank, Lin-
wood, Marlinton and
Hillsboro — but they can’t
be open all the time, so
the Little Libraries are
there for locals and visitors
alike who have a need to
read.
The

Little Libraries

rules are simple. The little
red barns are filled with
books for all ages and
while it is suggested that
when you take a book, you
leave a book, it’s not a re-
quirement.

“They are there for any-
body, anywhere, anytime,”
women’s club member
Tammy Hively said. “We
like for them to put one in
and take one, but if they
don’t have a book to ex-
change and they see one
they've been dying to
read, by all means, take it.”

The women’s club has
received donations of
books from people who
have cleaned out their
bookshelves or found
some good buys at a yard
sale.

They are always check-
ing the libraries to make
sure they are stocked for
readers.

See BOOK, page 10

- HALIMAR FARM
& RETREAT

oy fall in the mountains...with

INOSAURS'

-or just enjoy a
premier cabin rental,
peace and quiet on
900 acres of private
land protected by
conservation
easement.

 Great photo ops - take
your kids on our dinosaur trail!
20 miles of other trails for
hiking, bird watching or riding
your horse (we do not rent
horses or guide trial rides).
e Four fully-furnished cabins -
. premier accommodations,
surrounded by Monongahela
National Forest and views
of Cass Scenic Railroad.
» Three RV pads with
full hook-ups
« Close to the Greenbrier
River Trail and Green
Bank Observatory
« Accommodations for

your horse

e Equine obstacle course « Well-behaved pets welcome!

Book now for 2027!

/pén June - September. Bookings are limited and
£ servations are required. Visit our website for
Miw complete information and rates.

Your contributions keep us going!

rhalimarfarm.com 304-456-4852
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As a retired English
teacher, Burner is passion-
ate about supporting read-
ing in people of all ages,
but especially in children.
Her hope is that the Little
Libraries help encourage
young readers to return
for more free books to in-
crease their literacy.

“The only way we're
ever going to change the
literacy rate and the edu-
cational level of a society is
for them to be reading;
reading all the time; read-

ing lots of things,” she said
in 2019.

The six Little Libraries
are located at Mt. State
Cakes, in Dunmore; on
Wesley Chapel Road, in
Green Bank; at the Burner
Homeplace, in Cass; Rt. 39
Stop, in Huntersville;
Boyer Campground, in
Boyer; and across from the
town office, in Durbin.

Photo by Suzanne Stewart
The newest Little Library
is located in Durbin, near
the Bicentennial Trout
Statue next to the Durbin
Greenbrier Valley Rail-
road tracks.

Where your health is our priority:
e 24 hour Emergency Care and Ambulance Service
e Rural Health Clinic offering total family care
e Comprehensive Radiologic imaging including
mammograms, MRIs, dexa bone density
Medical clinical lab with same-day test results
Pulmonology Clinic
Wound Care Clinic
Cardiopulmonary services including Cardiac Rehab
Skilled Rehabilitation services (Swing Bed)
Outpatient Nursing and Infusion
Outpatient Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapies
Retail Pharmacy and Coffee Shop

POCAHONTAS

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

US 219 North, 2 miles south of Marlinton

11X

ph. 304-799-7400 - 150 Duncan Road, Buckeye, WV

www.pmhwv.org

UNIQUE

TRAIN RIDES!

WHITTAKER
Climb The Switchbacks To
A Restored Logging Camp!

BALD KNOB
Journey To The Second
Highest Point In WV!

GREENBRIER
EXPRESS
Creenbrier River Wilderness Trips!

NEW TYGART FLYER
See The High Falls Of Cheat!

WEST VIRGINIA

ADVENTURES

~ ELKINS + CASS « DURBIN -

mountainrail.com
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Huntersville Traditions Days harkens
~ October 2-3

back to the past

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

ocahontas County is §
steeped in history.

Founded in 1822,
while still a part of Vir-
ginia, Pocahontas County
was a rough and tumble

area with mountains on all |

sides and deep valleys
where settlers saw poten-
tial.

Huntersville — a trading |

post for trappers and fur
traders — became the
county seat and the county
flourished out from that
center of commerce and
government.

The town saw many

changes including West
Virginia becoming a state

and Marlinton becoming
the county seat. Despite
losing its title as county
seat, Huntersville never
lost its history.

In 2001, Huntersville
Historical Traditions was
founded by a group of in-
dividuals who focused on
restoring and recording
the town’s history and its
buildings.

As a way to share that
history and the town itself,
the group organized
Huntersville Traditions
Day, a celebration where
demonstrators and volun-
teers strip down their 21st
century exterior and leap
headfirst into the 19th

T b

Photo courtesy of Huntersville Traditions Days
Music is a big part of the Huntersville Traditions Days celebration, along with
square dancing. Above, Lou Maiuri, far left, of Summersville, calls the square
dance while musicians, Jay Lockman, Jesse Milnes, Emily Miller and Paul Mar-

ganian provide the music.

century.

HHT opens its buildings
— the Huntersville School
House and cafeteria,
Huntersville  Jail and
Clerks Office — as well as
the local churches to visi-
tors so they can experi-
ence history right before
their eyes.

At the school, the first
floor is still set up as a
classroom, with desks,
books and a large chalk-

(il

Open
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. = 4 P.m.

board on the wall. Photos
and artifacts are on dis-
play, and a volunteer is
available to answer ques-
tions. In the cafeteria be-
hind the school, quilters
will hold an old-fashioned
quilting bee among a large
display of hand and ma-
chine sewn quilts.
Around the school and
cafeteria, other crafters set
up with their wares as they
demonstrate oil painting,

pumpkin carving and
more.
Beside the school, a

wooden platform is set up
for music, square dancing
and clogging.

Among the demonstra-
tors is a group of middle
and high school students
from Cabell County, led by
Michael Sheets, formerly
of Huntersville. The stu-

See PAST, page 13

for all your
animal care
needs!

POCAHONTAS
VETERINARY
SERVICES n.c

» 24-Hour Wrecker Service ° Tires
Batteries ° Lock-outs - Auto Repair
- State Inspections

21217 Seneca Trail, Edray (Rt. 219 North)
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
After hours, call 304-799- uns
Robbie Ramsey, Owner/Operator

Large and Small Animals ¢ Farm Calls
Stacy Tawney, DVM

304-799-6803 150 Carl McCarty Drive

FIFTH ANNUAL

HAMMONS FAMILY
FIDDLE & BANJO CONTEST

WORLD CLASS JAM

s

L aididais u] Hl”m

SEPTEMBER 26,2026
MARLINTON, WEST VIRGINIA

AWARDS JUDGING
RIBBONS AWARDED CATEGORIES
o
THROUGH 3RD. FIDDLE:
e TRADITIONAL OR
ST - $500 ELicaRins
2ND - $200 TRADITIONAL OR
3RD - $100 BLUEGRASS
—— >
JUDGES MASTERS OF
FIDDLE: HUNTER BERRY, CEREMONIES
BULLER, BOBBY TAYLOR
O NJO: NED LUBERECKI, GERRY MILNES
TODD SAMS,TIM BING KIRK JUDD

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES:

BECKY BULLER & NED LUBERECKI

BING BROTHERS FT. JAKE KRACK
BLACK MOUNTAIN BLUEGRASS BOYS
TESSA MCCOY & THE STATE BIRDS
THE HUNTER BERRY BAND
KANAWHA TRADITION ¢ MUDHOLE CONTROL

THE KESSINGER BROTHERS

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25
SQUARE DANCE AT THE OPERA HOUSE
JUANITA FIREBALL & THE CLIFF TOP PICKERS

SUPPORT MOUNTAIN MUSIC «u.. topte
HAMMONSFIDDLEBANJO.COM

" THIS EVENT IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING: 3
JEFF &ALICE SHUMATE, MICHAEL AND LEE ANN PLUMLEY, DARI-LAND, EDDIE SPAGHETTT ART. ~on Pt GnEenBmEr
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A young lady in 19th century dress demonstrates embroidery at the 2025

Huntersville Traditions Days celebration.

PAST from pg 12

said. “One of them is from

Photos courtesy of Huntersville Traditions Day
Philippe Willis, a Marlinton artist, demonstrates how he tans deer hides next to
his display of furs and pen and ink illustrations. Below, the school cafeteria is

plays old-time and blue- filled with locally made quilts — both hand sewn and machine made.

the West Virginia Trappers
Association. There’s an-
other man who is going to
bring bird dogs and show
how they train them.”

You can’t have Hunters-
ville without hunters, so
there will also be members
of the Coon Hunters Asso-
ciation there as well.

There has also been a
schedule change to Fri-
day’s events in hopes that
more people will come
out. The free meal that
evening will be served with
music by the Bing Broth-
ers and Jake Krack, a well-
known local band that

(r4: BEAR'S DEN)

10811 Potomac Highlands Trail

* (Rt. 28/92) Boyer

CONUENIENCE STORE « GAS

LotTery @ Keno e Colb Beer

dents are pre-Civil War era
reenactors that Sheets has
taught all about the era.
The boys are dressed as
soldiers and farmers, and
the girls are dressed as
young ladies of the era.
The students camp in au-
thentic tents on the lawn
of the Huntersville Jail.
This year’s celebration
will feature all these sta-
ples of years past, as well as
a few new demonstrators.
“We’re going to have
some demonstrators over
at the jail house this year,”
HHT president Tim Wade

FAMILY-STYLE RESTAURANT

Call for restaurant reservations and take-out

6871-206-7973

Mon. - Fri.7 a.m.-8p.m. =07
Sat. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Store and gas pumps open seven days a wee

grass music.
Sheets’ group of stu-
dents will be in attendance

and will perform the Vir-
ginia Reel at 5 p.m.
After the meal and en-

tertainment, the famous
pie auction will commence
and those interested bet-

ot 2
e A
-

. ‘ 27 -
G

- a"/.’..": 9 fa W7
i ol ! ,f'Jr‘?.-(’/'la’ g

Country River Cabins, L

Three cabins nestled along the Greenbrier River and
Trail, just 1.5 miles south of downtown Marlinton,
between Marlinton and Buckeye. The River Trail runs
through the property, and we offer very easy access to
the trail and river. Perfect location for hikers, bikers,

birders, fishermen and hunters. Pet and horse friendly!

Call 304'793'5948 for information and reservations

L0

view online at countryrivercabins.com ¢ countryrivercabins/facebook

ter bring plenty of cash.
The auction always brings
in a large sum for the non-
profit organization.

Saturday will be the big
day of celebration with
demonstrations all day
long. To take visitors from
place to place, there will
be a horse drawn wagon,
as well as a shuttle wagon
with HHT member Floyd
Hanna behind the wheel
of the tractor.

Come rain or shine, the
town of Huntersville will
return to the 19th century
on October 2 and 3. Visi-
tors are not required to
dress in period clothing
but are more than wel-
come to join the demon-
strators in the fashions of
that era.

L. Jay Kniceley
Insurance Agency
818A Tenth Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954
Office: 304.799.6243
Fax: 304.799.2433
L. Jay Kniceley, Owner
ljaykniceley @hotmail.com
Patience Garretson, Agent
patiencep1234@myyahoo.com

Serving WV and VA
All lines of Insurance
Bonding Services
License Services
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CW’s Corn Maze ~ A fall time classic

Suzanne Stewart
Staff Writer

en the wind be-

gins to have a bit

of a chill and the

leaves start to change,

there are many activities

that come to mind as sum-

mer turns to fall. It’s time

for pumpkin picking,

jumping into piles of

leaves and, of course, the
classic corn maze.

In its seventh year of op-
eration, CW’s Corn Maze
in Cass is a fun fall desti-
nation for those seeking
adventure on a farm.
Owned and operated by
Charles and Michelle Wil-
fong, of Dunmore, and
named for their son, CW,
the corn maze has grown
from a suggestion to a fall
and farm inspired fair-
ground.

It began when Michelle
was a teacher at Pocahon-
tas County High School.
Her students were talking
about how they wanted to
go to a corn maze, but the
closest one was two or
three hours away. Then
they remembered their
teacher and her husband
owned and lived on a
farm.

“They said, ‘Mrs. Wil-
fong, you all have a lot of
corn, so why don’t you do
a corn maze?”” she said,
laughing. “They helped
me with the planning
process. CW — he was one
year old at the time — so we
wanted him to be able to
experience a corn maze.”

That first year we had
the corn maze and a spe-
cial week of haunted corn
maze where Michelle’s stu-
dents helped add the
spooky elements.

Through the years, the
Wilfongs added more ac-
tivities to the field, includ-
ing a jump pad, culvert
roll, gravity wagon basket-

ball, farm animal cutouts
for selfies, swings, a sand
pile, water pump racing
for rubber ducks and a
barrel train ride.

There is also a conces-
sion stand and produce
store where visitors can
grab a snack and enjoy it
in a covered picnic area.

The maze has a different
theme each year, and it’s
up to CW to decide what
that theme will be. There
have been dinosaurs, sea
creatures and farm ani-
mals.

“He gets to pick the de-
sign every year and this
year he wanted an eagle
because he’s really into ea-
gles,” Michelle said.

It was perfect timing for
CW to want an eagle be-
cause it happens to be
America’s 250th birthday,
so this year, the theme is
“America.” It includes an

Strong communities
don’t happen by chance.

Grants make a lasting impact.

To apply or to donate visit our website

TUCKER COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
PO Box 491, Parsons, WV 26287
@ 304-478-2930 © TuckerFoundationWV.org

Creating opportunities for the individuals
and communities we serve:

Barbour, Grant, Mineral, Pocahontas, Preston, Pendleton
Randolph, Tucker, Upshur, WV and Garrett County, MD

eagle and the American pg

flag.

The Wilfongs work with
a friend who takes the de-
sign idea and once it is
complete, he enters the in-
formation into his GPS sys-
tem and cuts out the
design with a zero-turn
mower.

“He does it when it’s
knee high,” Michelle said.
“We plant the corn with a
regular tractor and then
he comes in with a zero-
turn. The path is about
sixty inches wide.”

The maze is designed
for visitors of all ages, with
a smaller and easier path
for youngsters and a more
elaborate, longer path for
adults and more adventur-
ous kiddos.

CW’s Corn Maze is open
to individuals, families,
school field trips and bus
tours.

Photos courtesy of CW’s Corn Maze
The theme for the 2026 CW’s Corn Maze is America
250, with a large eagle and American flag deisgn, as
shown above.

CW’s Corn Maze owners Michelle and Charles Wil-
fong and their son, CW, at the corn maze fall-themed
“Love” sculpture made with hay, corn stalks and a
pumpkin stand.

For more information 304-456-4642 or email
on buying tickets and set- wilfongfarms@yahoo.com
ting up a field trip, call

Virtual Race: November 1-30
In person race:

Sat., November 28
Green Bank Observatory >

10K Trail Race at 1 p.m.,
followed by 1K Gobble Wobble
for kids aged 8 years and younger
and a 5K Run/Walk.

l@
The Trot ber its the William Dilley Scholarship and the PCHS Track Team.
Register online at www.runreg.com/gbturkeytrot26 Visit the Facebook Group:
025 Green Bank Turkey Trot. For more information, contact Mali Minter 304-456-446



LUXURIOUS, BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED,
LOCALLY SOURCED

ALPACA
PRODUCTS!

» APPAREL * RUGS * SHAWLS * SCARVES
» HATS AND MITTENS * FINGERLESS GLOVES
* PAIAMAS * ORNAMENTS
* TEDDY BEARS * CAT TOYS
* MEN'YWOMEN's SOCKS - STOCK UP NOW FOR
WINTER/CHRISTMAS!

(100% alpaca or blended with wool,

' A R N : silk, bamboo or cotton) - sold directly

from Orchard Hill - please contact me.

Need more information?
CALL OR EMAIL:

bhammerr@ protonmail.com
304-621-3399

-

In operation since 2002 on Chenoweth
Creek Road in Elkins. Owned and
operated by Becky Hammer and Dan Tice. |w=}5%

Orchard Hill Alpacas has a herd of 20+ | o
animals, about equally divided between | (% a e
the two breeds: Suri and Huacaya. Our | {3
business travels have taken us around @» gl
the US. We've been truly blessed with great stock, winning championships at
major shows in Harrisburg, PA and Columbus, OH. Orchard Hill offers all types
of fleece and yarn; for spinners we have a variety of batts and rovings. Finished
proaucts include blankets, caps, shawls, ruanas, socks, sweaters and rugs. \

W

STMAS BAZAAR ON DEC. 5!
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Why people still speak wisttully about
the Watoga State Park swimming pool

Ken Springer
Contributing Writer

atoga State Park is
§/~; the largest park in
West Virginia, but

that distinction alone doesn’t
capture all of the wonderful
things harbored in this
unique, beautiful park. An
old-growth section of trees
was discovered several years
ago; shortly afterward, Syn-
chronous fireflies were found
in another part of Watoga.
And then there is the re-
stored Workman Cabin and
cemetery, as well as the mag-
nificent Ann Bailey Tower,
which provides a stunning
view of the Greenbrier River
Valley and the mountains be-
yond.

These things and much
more are found in the largest
park, and, dare I say, best
park in West Virginia. How-
ever, some former park fea-
tures are now only memories.
Many visitors and locals alike
still wax poetic about the old
restaurant once housed in
the current park office.

Our very own “woman
about town,” Ruth Taylor, ran
the restaurant, which she
named The Cardinal Dining
Room, from 1998 through
2000. She remembers those
years when Watoga was the
place to go for a delicious
dinner in the heart of the
park.

“We stayed open until just
before Christmas and served
many dinners during the fall

months. When I reopened
the restaurant in May of
2000, the lake had been
drained for repairs, and cus-
tomers constantly com-
plained to wus in the
restaurant and the gift shop,”
Ruth said.

Author’s Note: As if Ruth
had anything to do with
draining the lake

“The Watoga Pool played
an important role in staffing
as well. Some of the teens
worked the pool as lifeguards
during the day and worked in
the restaurant at night. Many
people walked from the lake
or the pool for a cone of
hand-dipped ice cream. The
new gift shop/office area is
nice; however, I am still ques-
tioned as to why I don’t re-
open the restaurant.”

Ruth recalls when she and
her husband, Bob, ran Tay-
lor’s Service Station and Gro-
cery on Route 219 just north
of Seebert Lane, “We knew
many of the guests who came
to Watoga the same week,
same cabin year after year.
They often came in the store
and said: “We’re back, this is
our week.” As the older gen-
erations stopped coming, the
children and grandchildren
would come to the same
cabin, same week. Watoga is
one of the most beautiful
places in West Virginia, and
my experience there was 99%
good. I wouldn’t change it
for the world.”

The popular restaurant is
now gone but not forgotten.

There is another feature,
nearly one hundred vyears
old, that tantalizingly exists in
full view, begging to be put
back into service: the fabled
swimming pool.

One recent sultry morning,
I finished working on the al-
ways delightful Busch Settle-
ment and Bonnie Trails at
Watoga State Park. I returned
to my car, parked in the old
swimming pool parking lot.
After loading my dogs and
gear into the car, I took a
stroll around the pool and
was struck by the silence; it
was, as they say, deafening.

It wasn’t so long ago that
the swimming pool issued the
summer sounds of joy, the
splashing of water and Kkids
shouting, “Last one in is a rot-
ten egg.” Now, this treasure,
among the many treasures of
Watoga State Park, sits mute

on an August day, when | !.

nearly every cabin and camp-
site is occupied.

Construction on the swim-
ming pool began in 1939 and
was completed in 1940, and it
represents the last major
project of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps (CCC). With
World War II right around
the corner, construction of
the bathhouse had to wait
until after the war.

But once the pool opened,
it became a summer focal
point for many visitors and lo-
cals. Today, only two swim-
ming pools are open in
Pocahontas County: one at
Green Bank Observatory and

the Splitrock pools at Snow-
shoe Resort, both in the
county’s northern part. It
seems “Nature’s Mountain
Playground” has a scarcity of
swimming pools.

There is something almost
magical about memories,
particularly childhood mem-
ories. Many men and wo-
men’s precious childhood
memories include summer
days spent at the Watoga
pool.

The pool was also known
for another attribute: its

s

I h"li\; .’Hﬂ#‘lﬂ]"\ :
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frigid water. Before the
Watoga State Park Founda-
tion raised money to pur-
chase a solar heating system,
the water came from deep,
cold aquifers and entered the
pool unheated. One gentle-
man whose family came to
Watoga every summer for
over 40 years told me that he
didn’t need to join the Polar
Bear Club as long as the pool
was around.

Several years ago, I inter-
viewed some people, both
local and otherwise, about
their memories of the pool in
earlier years. Here is a sample
of those reminiscences:

“In the 1950s, every sum-
mer at the end of Bible
School at Marlinton’s Presby-

terian Church, our minister,
Mr. Melton, would load us
children up in a cattle truck
and take us to Watoga for a
day of picnicing and swim-
ming at the pool; such won-
derful memories.” Judy Glum

“I'm thinking early 1960s
family vacation. Cold isn’t the
word- and that was at the
kids’ end of the pool. We
lived in St. Albans then, and
our grandparents had a cabin
in Seebert, but the 1985
flood took it. My brother,
Alan, would always test the
pool. But I, on the other
hand, there’s no way; I am
still cold from 1960.” Harry
Stone

“I worked in the Rec Hall
in the summer of 1988. That

summer is still one of the
hottest on record. No one
cared that the pool was cold
that year; it was packed every
day. I often had to close the
Rec Hall counter to work the
pool counter so all the life-
guards could be on deck.
One day it got so crowded
that the head lifeguard came
in, handed me a lifeguard
shirt, and told me to close the
counter and stand by the kid-
die pool. When I replied, I
can’t swim,” she said, “It’s the
kiddie pool. If anything hap-
pens, just pick up the kid and
yell for me.” Scott Tripplett

“I went swimming at the
Watoga pool on our honey-
moon on May 16, 1981. No-
tice that I said ‘I,” not ‘we, °

Photo courtesy of Preserving Pocahontas

Taken around the 1950s or 1960s, this photo of the Watoga State Park pool is filled with nostalgia.

because my husband pre-
ferred not to swim, a little too
chilly for him.” Shirley Mur-
phy Weakly

(Author’s  note:
Shirley obviously never let
him forget it.)

“My parents began coming
to Pocahontas County in
1948, staying at Graham’s
Motel in Buckeye. While fish-

See POOL, page 18
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1 Block from Greenbrier River Trail

Walk to the Trail, River & Restaurants

Daily Continental Breakfast

Covered Motorcycle Parking
& Secure Bicycle Pavilion

Private Bathrooms
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Photo courtesy of Chris Bartlett
The Watoga State Park was a favorite haunt for decades and visitors enjoyed it when it was back in op-
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Serene Creekside Setting

1 mi. from Marlinton

Wrap-around Porch & Balconies

% Daily Continental Breakfast {g@é

Antique Furnishings

Private Bathrooms

304-799-6377 | www.OldClarkInn.com

702 3rd Avenue, Marlinton, WV 24934

304-250-9009 | www.MooreHouselnn.com
51 B&B Road, Marlinton, WV 24954
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ing in the Greenbrier
River, they discovered
Watoga State Park. When I
was two, we began renting
cabins at Watoga. At five
years old, and while watch-
ing the lifeguard at the
pool teaching someone to
swim, I did everything he
did. I'learned to swim that
summer. I can still swim
the length of the pool un-
derwater.’

‘We  vacationed  at
Watoga in the last week of
August each year - a last
hurrah before the begin-
ning of the new school
year. For many years we
stayed in Cabin 20 (beside
the swimming pool), and
it was a child’s dream.
Swimming each morning
when the water would take
our breath but beating the
crowds. By midday, the
kiddie pool would warm
up, so the lifeguards would
always chase us out when
we went over to warm up.’

‘Today the big trees are
gone. In my youth, shad-
ows covered two-thirds of
the pool all day long. We
would buy frozen Zero
bars at the pool each day.
When the pool closed, we
would walk the Lake Trail,
fishing for bass; no trout in
the lake then, but hun-
dreds of bluegills.” David
Bott

“About 25 years ago, I
was a cabin cleaner for
one summer. My family
has a free pool pass, so my
teenage girls spent almost
every day there. I never
got in the water - too cold
for me - but I remember
telling park employees
how my uncle heated his
pool by laying several gar-
den hoses all over the top
of his garage to heat his
pool.” Cheryl Nellis Stanley

(Author’s Note: The
park did try this method,
but with limited results.)

“Nearly every Sunday
Aunt Eula  (Buckley)
would load us in her Buick
and take us to Watoga to

go swimming. Aunt Eula

always wore a dress, sat on |

a bench in the shade, and
never rushed us. On the
way home, we stopped at
the Watoga Commissary to
get ice cream, chips,
Cokes, anything we wan-
ted. And I remember that
nothing ever tasted better,
and the sun was a warm
welcome from the cold
water of the swimming
pool.” Jaynell Graham

“I spent many an hour
in the pool with blue lips
and chattering teeth. My
grandad was in the CCC
and would always make a
family outing to the an-
nual CCC reunion held
there. I miss those days.”
Sadie Mae

“That pool was freezing
at times! I remember in
the mid-70s, some of the
lifeguards used to have
rooms above the bath-
house where they stayed.
My mother ran the restau-
rant there, and we stayed
above the restaurant in the

Photos courtesy of Preserving Pocahontas
The Watoga swimming pool under construction by
the Civilian Conservation Corps. At right, the pool
and bathhouse was the last major project of the CCC

at Watoga. This photo was taken in 1948.

summer. I have great
memories of Watoga. 1
would walk the Lake Trail
to the pool every day.
Good memories. Chuck
Angell

“I remember the frigid
waters during the 1940s
when we had our family re-
union at Watoga. For me,

it was the highlight of the
year.” Carol Evans

“Many long hours of
great times in the pool. I
lived at Watoga as a child
and spent my college sum-
mers working in the
restaurant.” Charlotte Mc-
Keever Emswiler

See POOL, page 19

e Quality meats
* Deli/Bakery
¢ Groceries
e Specialty Trays
¢ Pizzas, Hot Subs
* Frozen Treats

POCAHONTAS IGA HOMETOWN

Rt. 219 ¢ Marlinton
304-799-6667 pocahontas.iga.com
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.- 9 p.m. ¢ Sunday 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.

View our weekly specials, download coupons, recipes and more online.
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Water Treatment Systems that Work...

e HARDNESS

_llmeN  ECOWATER'
e ODOR
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e BACTERIAL
e CHLORINE

YUCKY WATER?
We Can Help!

Your Water. Perfected.

Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)
Now available with Wi-Fi
¢ Sales and Service ® Pumps
* We service most major brands!
LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

CITY & COUNTY WATER,
WELLS, SPRINGS & CISTERNS
HOMES ¢ BUSINESSES * CAMPS

ECOWATER SYSTEMS USE
1/3 THE SALT AND 1/2 THE WATER
OF OTHER WATER SYSTEMS,
AND COST LESS THAN
$2 PER YEAR TO OPERATE.
¢ Bottled water quality, without the

inconvenience of bottles

¢ 100 % FINANCING
VISA

ﬂdvgnced e

Water frosare]
Treatment WV contractors
license WV#028787

MLURFURATED

1-800-985-2000

WWW.AWTECOWATER.COM



POOL from pg 18

Author’s Note: Char-
lotte is the daughter of the
much-esteemed former
West Virginia Park’s Chief
Kermit McKeever.

I lifeguarded (at Wato-
ga) in the summer of
1983. I guess it was an av-
erage summer. Some days
it rained all day, some days
you thought you would
freeze to death. But on the
4th of July - look out- that
pool was packed from end
to end. Good times.”
Karen Dean

Tom Workman shared

The Watoga State Park pool as it is today.

his memories of the
Watoga pool with me. He
said that when he was a
child, he loved to dive in
the pool but couldn’t
swim, and a lifeguard was
always on hand to pull
young Tom out of the
water.

During Tom’s college
years at Marshall, 1970
through 1972, Tom
worked summers at the
pool plucking other little
daredevils out of the water.
He said the lifeguards had
bunks on the top floor of
the bunkhouse, and after
the pool closed for the

LOCATED IN THE LOBBY OF THE

‘KS".VER CREEK:LODGE BlIII.l]ING

e O SNOWSHOE; WV 20

Dunmore intersection of Rts.

| 304-456-3176

% @304 572 6720 *

e )
S Fresh Baked!
MTN Pepperoni rolls, Cookies, Pies,
¢ a F.'es MiniDinners, Cheesecake,
— =< (innamon Rolls, and More!

Pre-orders welcome - guarantee you get your
favorites! Gluten-free options!
NMlountain State

Wed. & Thurs. - 9 a.m. - g p.m.
Fri. &Sat. - 8a.m. - 6 p.m.

28/92 ¥

Photo by Ken Springer

day, they would head over
to the old airstrip to watch
the sports car races that
ran there for several years.

As Tom told me his sto-
ries, I felt he was sharing
some of the best years of
his youth. I cannot begin
to tell you just how many
people have shared with
me their personal stories
about a distinct location
on our planet that not
only meant so much to
them but was a defining
experience in their lives -
such is the power of
Watoga State Park.

The deep end of the
swimming pool just below
the sliding board is start-
ing to fill with fallen
leaves, a somber scene to
be sure. I can’t help but
hope that water (warm
water) replaces those
leaves again, and visitors
can once again hear some
exuberant child yell, “Last
one in is a rotten egg.”

A huge thanks to B.J.
Gudmundsson for search-
ing and finding the photos
of the Watoga swimming
pool on short notice.
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New ‘In Loving Memory’
Cemetery Book Available

Jan Orndorff
Genealogy Group

new cemetery book,
the eleventh in our
eries of cemetery

listings for Pocahontas
County, is titled, “Elk Mtn,
Watering Pond Ridge, Al-
legheny Mtn, Camp Al-
legheny, “Old  Pike”,
Buffalo Mtn, Thornwood,
Travelers Repose, 2026,”
and is available for $12.

This book includes all
known cemeteries and
burial sites from Rt. 28,
Elk Mountain, Allegheny
and Buffalo Mountains,
Old Staunton-Parkersburg
Turnpike “Old  Pike,”
Thornwood, and Travelers
Repose areas.

Within this book are the
following 29 cemeteries:

Elk Mtn Rt 28 - Lambert
Cemetery

Watering Pond Ridge -
Halterman and Watering
Pond Cemeteries

Allegheny Mtn — Mul-
lenax, Collins, Jacob Yea-
ger, Varner, Confederate
Civil War Cemetery, Mt.
Hobert Church, John E.
Wilfong, Yeager Cemetery,

IN LOVING MEMORY

Elk Mtn., Watering Pond Ridge, Allegheny Mtn_,
Camp Allegheny, "Old Pike,” Buffalo Mtn.,
Thornwood, Travellers Repose

The Eleventh in a series of cemetery fistings in
Pocakontas County, West Virginia

Wilmoth, Spencer, and bright, Vandevender,
David Wilfong Thornwood Community
Buffalo Mountain - Church, Italian, and Starks

Wooddell Family, Frank
Wilfong, Judy, Emanuel
“Manny” Sharp, and Willi-
am Mullenax Grave

Thornwood - Way-

Family

Travelers Repose - Arbo-
gast-Yeager, Confederate
Civil War Cemetery at
Camp  Bartow, Rose,

cut flowers
ePlants «Gifts
e Seasonal
wreaths
@10am¢o4pm.
Mon., Wed., Fri.
304-799-4012

)y 212 Eighth Street  Marlinton

o.

Adjacent to the Greenbrier River Trail across from Watoga State Park
Open seven days a week.

(losing for season October 2

Jack Horner's Corner

“ e Provisions * Newspapers

Sechert © 304-653-4515

* Bike, canoe and
tube rentals
o Pizza, Subs and more
* Soft-serve lce Cream

Slaven & Yeager Cemeter-
ies

The Pocahontas County
Genealogy Group contin-
ues its quest to find and
record old cemeteries be-
fore the knowledge of
those cemeteries is lost for-
ever. Our current list of
known cemeteries and
burials within the county
now totals 375. We have
inventoried and docu-
mented 278 cemeteries,
251 of which have been

See BOOK, page 21

“THINGS YOU
NEED,
CLOSE TO

STORES

Gas and Diesel,
| Groceries, Snacks,
USDA Fresh Meats,
Hardware,
Plumbing Supplies,

Hunting and
Fishing
Licenses
and Supplies

Two locations
serving the
northern end
of the county:

ARBOVALE
304-456-9906
BARTOW
304-436-3228

Pocahontas County

JPOPERA
SaHOUSE

2026-2027 UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

SEPTEMBER 11-13

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
PRESENTED BY POCAHONTAS COUNTY DRAMA WORKSHOP
PERFORMANCES
FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT 7PM; SUNDAY AT 2 P.M.

OCTOBER 10

KELTON BOBLITS
(RAG-TIME PIANO )

OCTOBER 24

PRESSING STRINGS
(SOUL/ROOTS/ROCK)

NOVEMBER 7

OUROS AND DANNY KNICELY
(SPANISH FUSION)

NOVEMBER 21

THE JUDY CHOPS
(ROCK/FUNK/SOUL)

DECEMBER 12

BLACK MOUNTAIN BLUEGRASS BOYS
(WEST VIRGINIA'S LONGEST RUNNING BLUEGRASS BAND)

FEBRUARY 20
OPRY NIGHT: MUDHOLE CONTROL;

MYRA MORISON & FRIENDS
(TRADITIONAL OLD-TIME / BLUEGRASS)

MARCH 20

LENA SEIKALY
UAZ2)

APRIL 3

MARGARET GLASPY
(FOLK ROCK)

APRIL 17

THE BING BROTHERS FEAT. JAKE KRACK
(OLD-TIME)

MAY 8

AUSTIN WALKIN' CANE
(BLUES)

MAY 22

LOS CUMPLEANOS
(CUMBIA)

$10 TICKET DONATION AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR
FREE FOR AGES 17 & YOUNGER
ADV.TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE 4TH AVE GALLERY
OR VISIT POCAHONTASOPERAHOUSE.ORG

L] L

ARTS CULTURE

;. NATIONAL )
p‘ ENDOWMENT Natures-hb

EARTS MovATAN
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published in a series of
eleven books titled, “In
Loving Memory.”

“In Loving Memory”
cemetery books are avail- dorff@htcnet.org)
able for sale at The Poca- There are a total of 11
hontas Times Office in

Marlinton or by contact- ing those at right.

ing Jan Orndorff (rjorn

cemetery books, includ-

" | Come play in our
" ' backyard this fall!

.l| We're right on the river!

eDine indoors or out and enjoy
new menu items and daily specials
eWine and beer served with meals
eClean, affordable lodging
with Wi-Fi and cable TV.
Just minutes away from canoeing or

IN LOVING MEMOR

IN LOVING MEMORY

IV LOVING MEMOQY ‘ IN LOVING MEMORY |

Frost fo Dunmere

IN LOVING MEMORY

Little Levels

Oak Grove Cemetery Mountain View Cemetery

e Siokine urrof by int i
ot oy 1 i

IN LOVING MEMORY

, Big Springs, Linwood,
e bl t Valley,

Check out our deals on
Gravely and Ariens mowers!
s ®GRAVELY {8} ARIENS

kayaking, fishing, mountain biking and
hiking. Buses welcome!

weenbrier Grille |
@’] ode -
/ - Open daily at 7 a.m. g

At the brldge in Marlinton 304.799.7233 greenbriergrille.com

STIHL

* STIHL equipment * Hardware
* Plumbing ° Electrical * Fencing
* Storage Solutions * Heaters * Pet
Supplies/Pet Food ° Livestock and
animal health products

MON. - FRI. - 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
SATURDAY - 8:30 a.m - 2 p.m.
SUNDAY - Noon - 2 p.m.

'Wndy Owned Hardwa'
-~ AT

Your Communitg Connection

Just the Way You Like It

Home Delivery In Pocahontas County $38 / g ear

<

Home Delivery In West Virginia $48 /g ear | -

Home Delivery Out-of-State $48 / g ear

Six month subscriptions available.

eEdition Only
*41 /year

eEdition Plus

Print edition
Subscribe Today!

$
304-799-ag73 0O /Uear
www.pocahontastimes.com

“Snow Bird” subscriptions available.
Call for pricing.

In Print and Online

1 G ?%ed
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Hiking the
Hills of
Pocahontas
County

Laura Dean Bennett
From the Archives

s autumn paints our

mountain vistas

with the colors of
fall, Pocahontas County
visitors, and residents
alike, will have no trou-
ble finding adventures
aplenty as they mosey
along the highways and
byways of the county.

When we say we’re “Na-
ture’s Mountain Play-
ground, we’re not foolin’!

If you’re willing to ven-
ture just a bit off the
beaten path, you can walk
an easy few hundred yards
or climb an adventurous
trail, stop to picnic or rest
along a whispering stream
or hike out to a million-
dollar view.

And, for those who are
physically challenged or
have little ones in tow, just
know that there are plenty
of “hikes” that are just a
few hundred yards - and
many are wheelchair ac-
cessible, as well.

From bike paths, and
hiking trails to steep
mountain bike ascents,
the Greenbrier River Trail,
our national forests, state
parks, state forests, scenic
overlooks and ski areas,
Pocahontas County has
everything one could ask
for in outside enjoyment.

In addition to historical
sites, and geological ex-
travaganzas galore, we
have thousands of acres of

forest, dozens of creeks
and streams and hundreds
of miles of trails just wait-
ing to be explored.

If you're into a little out-
door adventure, why not
explore some of our more
out-of-the-way spots in ad-
dition to the usual desti-
nations?

By planning a few day
trips, you can be assured
of getting as much out-
doors into your itinerary
as possible.

Get up early, pack a pic-
nic lunch and you’re all
set for a day of adventure
in the outdoors.

The Greenbrier River
Trail has been named the
Millennium Legacy Trail
for West Virginia.

It is 78 miles of wide,
winding, graveled and flat
pathway which used to

See HIKING, page 23

Photo courtesy of the
U.S. Forest Service,

Monongahela National Forest
The view, such as at
Gaudineer Knob, that
greets one after a walk
through the woods to an
overlook is the payoff for
the effort it took to get
there. Don’t forget to
bring your camera and a
picnic lunch when out
exploring the overlooks
of Pocahontas County.

We help students chase

Scholarships fund a bright future.

To apply or to donate visit our website

TUCKER COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

PO Box 491, Parsons, WV 26287
@ 304-478-2930 ¢ TuckerFoundationWV.org

Creating opportunities for the individuals
and communities we serve:

Barbour, Grant, Mineral, Pocahontas, Preston, Pendleton
Randolph, Tucker, Upshur, WV and Garrett County, MD

Chase Erlewine
Owner | Realtor
Jak Hall, Broker

RED OAK
REALTY
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hold the railroad tracks for
the train which carried
logs and passengers from
one end of the county to
the other.

The GRT crosses 35
bridges, goes through two
tunnels, and parallels the
Greenbrier River, which is
the longest free-flowing
river in the east.

If you're looking for a
variety of scenery - you’ll
find it along the Green-

beaches, cow pastures,
forests, swimming holes
and fishing holes, the
Greenbrier has it all.

No motorized vehicles
are allowed, but you can
hike, bike or horseback
ride on the trail.

The trail can be ac-
cessed from several points,
including the southern
terminus in Greenbrier
County near Caldwell and

Boyer
Station

Station
Campground |~

RED FOX & BLACK BEAR
CABIN RENTALS

Boyer Station Campground, nestled within the beautiful

mountains of the Monongahela National Forest,

Pocahontas County, now offers 6 cozy cabins on site!

SLEEPING FEATURES:
Queen size DreamCloud memory foam mattress
and twin size bunk beds
FULLY STOCKED KITCHEN
LIVING AREA
FULL BATH
SPACIOUS COVERED FRONT PORCH
Our campground includes:
* Playground e Pet friendly ® Hiking/biking trails

* Grocery stores and gas stations nearby

airbnb.com/I/m35geAAp 9
Contact us at 304-642-5062, online at
boyerstation.com or on Facebook.

BOOK NOW FOR 2027!

brier River. From rocky
shorelines to little sandy

the northern terminus
near Cass Scenic Railroad
State Park and several
place in between.

The West Fork Trail, lo-
cated in northern Poca-
hontas County, follows the
old railroad grade 26 miles
along the West Fork of the
Greenbrier River, from the
south trailhead in Durbin
north to Glady.

The trail has a gentle
grade and is exceptionally
scenic with beguiling fall
vistas. It offers access to an
even more remote section
of the Greenbrier water-
shed and provides an ex-
cellent backcountry exper-
ience.

The Allegheny Trail was
West Virginia’s first long-
distance hiking trail.

In the north end of the

county, it passes through
the town of Durbin, winds
past the Green Bank Ob-
servatory and brings you
through the old logging
town of Cass, Seneca State
Forest and a portion of

Watoga State Park.

Photos courtesy of the U.S. Forest Service, Monongahela Forest
Glorious sunrise and sunset views reward those who get up early or stay late for
their hiking and overlook adventures.

great for serious hikers who are really up for a

The Allegheny Trail is and backpackers — those good, long hike.

The Highland Scenic

Michelle Hanna, Realtor
J.L. Clifton, Realtor

304-799-6800

pocahontaswvrealty.com

16859 Seneca Trail, Buckeye, WV 24924
Ellen Galford, Broker

A Tradition of
Trust Since 1990

Highway offers 43 miles of
easy travel, if you're one
who likes to stay on the
road, but if you’re willing
to get out of the car and
step out onto a few paths,
it also offers several hikes
and overlooks that will be
well worth your time.

Look for signs for Route
150 off Route 219 at the
top of Elk Mountain, just a
few miles north of Marlin-
ton, or off of Route 39
west of Marlinton across
from the Cranberry Moun-
tain Nature Center on
Kennison Mountain.

Before you head up the
Scenic Highway to dis-
cover all its trails and over-
looks, stop in at the
Nature Center, where the
entrance to a nice family-
friendly hike is just waiting
to be discovered, right
next to the center’s park-
ing lot.

This trail is designed in
a figure eight shape, with a
left loop entrance and a

See HIKING, page 24
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right loop entrance and
both paths are handi-
capped accessible, making
these trails perfect for fam-
ilies traveling with little
ones and grandparents,
too.

The left loop is 880 feet
in length and takes you
past the Stamping Creek
Overlook where you’ll
want to pause and “sit a
spell” on the rough-hewn
log bench or enjoy your
lunch at a picnic table.
After you’ve enjoyed the
view at the overlook, the
trail continues past a polli-
nator garden where you’re
liable to see butterflies,
caterpillars and perhaps
even a hummingbird
moth.

The right loop winds
along past the Vernal Pool
and is a 1,200-foot walking
path sure to please the
eyes with bird sightings
and the ears with the soft
rustling of breezes in the
trees and birdsong. It also
offers benches and picnic
tables for those who want
to stay just a bit longer.

Before you leave, be
sure to visit the Cranberry
Mountain Nature Center
to peruse the vast collec-
tion of books, enjoy the
West Virginia reptile col-
lection and mammal dio-
rama and maybe do a little
shopping.

It’s a great place to pick
up something special for
the folks back home, and
you won’t be disappointed
by the hospitality of the
knowledgeable staff.

They will be glad to offer

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Forest Service, Monongahela National Forest

Whatever your skill or energy level, blue skies and panoramic views, like above
at Smoke Camp Overlook, greet those who answer the call of the wild and ven-
ture out on the hiking trails of Pocahontas County.

advice about, and direc-
tions to, any hikes or out-
door adventures you may
have in mind.

The Center is closed on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
and is only open through
October 14. If you have

any questions about visit-
ing or hiking anywhere in
the area, they are happy to
take your call. 304-653-
4826.

Just down the road, five
miles west on Rt. 39, you’ll
find the breathtaking Falls

of Hills Creek, a triple wa-
terfall, which is the second
highest in the state. After
all the rain we had this
summer, these waterfalls
are really dramatic. Bring
your camera, you'll defi-
nitely want to get some

4///
TUCKER COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

RUN FOR IT

SINCE 2007

There’s Still Time to Register!
2k/5k race is
Sept. 26 in Davis, WV.
Registration is now open at
tuckerfoundationwv.org/run-for-it

The annual

TUCKER COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
E1(O) 304-478-2930 e edirector@TuckerFoundationWV.org

U R

Greenbrier

f)

Trailhead Pizza

Trailhead

Pizza Co

SALES ¢ SERVICE » RENTALS ¢ SHUTTLES ¢ 304-591-7270 * PIZZA « WINGS ¢ SALADS ¢ DRINKS

916 THIRD AVE., MARLINTON | Shop@ GreenbrierBikes.com | GreenbrierBikes.com

pictures here. The upper
falls are handicapped ac-
cessible. Steps descend to
the three waterfalls that
cascade 25, 45 and 63 feet.
It’s an easy climb down,
but a bit of a challenge
coming back up. The falls
are beautiful in any season
of the year.

From there, you are just

a hop, skip and a jump

‘! ~

from Cranberry Glades, a
botanical area where a
number of unusual plant
species flourish.

A boardwalk encircles a
portion of the glades area
and makes for an easy and
wheelchair accessible hike.
Interpretive tours can be
arranged through the

See HIKING, page 25
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THE 35TH ARAUAL AUTUNN SRARVEST
FESTIVAL AND. W ROADKILL COOKLOFE

W@¥" .Craft and Food Vendors
*Mountain Heritage Music - all day

FRIDAY NIGHT
*Rockin’

Square Dance
and beginner square
dance lessons -
Opera House

SATURDAY

THE WV
ROADKILL

COOK-OFF!
Enjoy a wild
game cooking
competition
like no other!

Nﬁﬁ/ﬂe;‘/ﬁ‘
PLAYGROUND

ONTAS COUNTY, WV

Find out more at pccocwv.com
or find us on Facebook!

MOUNTAIN Pocahont,
£

*Possum Trot
5K Walk/Run
eHammons
Fiddle & Banjo
Contest
and, of course,

erce




k HIGHLAND
o
‘. COUNCIL

www.highlandcountyartscouncil.org

September 13 HIGHLANDS
3 p.m., Garth Newel COMMUNITY
ORCHESTRA

7 p.m. The Highland
Center

The orchestra, directed by Gretta Sandberg,
features musicians from Highland, Bath, Pendleton
and Pocahontas counties.

ELK RIVER RAMBLERS October 10,
A dynamic string trio 3 p.m.
presenting original
arrangements and

compositions of

Appalachian Old-Time,
Bluegrass, Celtic,
Klezmer, Jazz, and

Classic Rock.

November 14, TBD MEMBER MEETING

Join us for our annual member meeting.

December 6 ORCHESTRA CONCERT
3 p.m.,
The Highland

Center
7 p.m. TBD

The Highlands Community Orchestra will perform
holiday music for this community faverite event!

The Highland County Arts Council is a nonprofit
organization supported by contributions from
members, friends, community foundations, and

government organizations. Thank you to The Virginia
Commission for the Arts, The Community Foundation
of the Central Blue Ridge, The Charles Pinckney

Jones Foundation, The Little Swiss Fund and of

course, our loyal membership!
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Cranberry Mountain Visi-
tors Center.

The Cranberry Wilder-
ness Area, which straddles
Pocahontas and Webster
counties within the
Monongahela  National
Forest, is one of the most
unique and primitive areas
in the region.

It has 60 miles of hiking |

trails tucked into 35,000
acres of dense evergreen
forests, untamed moun-
tains, charming valleys and
clear mountain streams,
which beckon you to stop,
take off your shoes and
socks and rest your feet in
the chilly water.

Photos courtesy of U.S. Forest Service Recreation Staff
Williams River Valley Overlook is just one of the
panoramic vistas which greets visitors on the High-
land Scenic Highway in the Monongahela National
Forest. Because of deep snow drifts, the road to this
overlook is closed in winter, but during the rest of
the year, this drive offers some of the best scenery in
the county.

At left: Excellent views of rock formations are found
on the High Rocks Trail. The trailhead is located on

e,

S12ITHIRD)AVE., MARLINTONMINV/ 249
BOOK ONLINE AT AIRENE ORIVREO.

Rt. 150 — the Highland Scenic Highway.

And they don’t call it

| wilderness for nothing.

§ You're likely to encounter

&4 all kinds of birds and
| wildlife.

Like everywhere in Poc-

§ ahontas County, there’s a

rich variety of wildlife
here: eagles,  hawks,
grouse, turkeys, squirrels,
otters, bobcats, deer and

8 gray and red foxes and
{ even a black bear, if you're

lucky.

The forest features
white and red oaks, maple,
cherry and poplar trees.

Hemlock and red spruce
grow at the highest eleva-
tions, for instance, at the
top of Black Mountain,
where the 4,600-foot ele-
vation offers spectacular
views.

The Cranberry Wilder-
ness Area is open to hikers
and birders, but there’s no
hunting. Horseback riding
or mechanical travel is al-

150 and head up the High-
land Scenic Highway for
more outdoor adventure.

There are several won-
derful overlooks and hik-
ing trails that branch off of
the Scenic Highway.

If you’re heading up Rt.
150 from the Cranberry
Nature Center, you’ll only
travel four miles before
you come to the trailhead
of the High Rocks Trail.

High Rocks Trail is one
of the most popular hiking
trails in the area.

It’s a moderate, 1.5 mile
hike which takes you to a
spectacular overlook view
of the Greenbrier River
Valley.

This isn’t the easiest
hike out there, but the
view is well worth the ef-
fort, and it’s especially nice
during the fall.

A little way along the
Scenic Highway, you’ll
find the Glades Overlook,
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lowed on its trails.

Backtrack a little to Rt. See HIKING, page 26
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another perfect spot for
picture taking.

Alittle farther along the
drive you’ll come to Big
Spruce Overlook then the
Little Laurel Overlook
and the Red Lick Over-
look.

If these gorgeous views
aren’t a sight for sore eyes,
I don’t know what is.

While you’re at the Big
Spruce Overlook, look for
the Black Mountain Trail.

This trail takes you on a
mountain path and then
onto a portion of board-
walk with interpretive
signs, followed by a little

more rugged trail in a
dense forest and then
through the Cranberry
Wilderness - which is more
rugged still. There are no
signs, just rock trail mark-
ers. This trail is for those
intrepid adventurers look-
ing for a real walk in the
wilderness.

There are dozens more
trails to explore in Poca-
hontas County - the Cow
Pasture  Trail, Honey
Comb Rocks, Wyatt Na-
ture Trail, Halfway Run
and the miles and miles of
trails in the Tea Creek
Trail system.

And there are many

more scenic overlooks too
- Gaudineer Overlook and
picnic site, Mower Tract
Overlook and Smoke
Camp Knob Overlook.

I suggest you contact the
Pocahontas Convention
and Visitors Center at 304-
799-4636 or visit them on-
line at pocahontascounty.
org or call the Mononga-

hela National Forest Serv- |-

ice at 304-799-4334, the
folks at Cranberry Moun-
tain Nature Center, 304-
653-4826, or check them
out on Facebook.

Happy Trails!

CARNEGIE HALL

CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!

THE MYSTICAL ARTS OF TIBET
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, AT7 P.M.

MICHAEL CLEVELAND & JASON CARTER
FRIDAY, DCTOBER 2, AT 7 P.M.

NOT FRANK, FRANCK!

BARBARA NISSMAN AND RUSSELL FALLSTAD
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, AT 3 P.M. (MATINEE)

WEST VIRGINIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TIMELESS MELODIES
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER b, AT 7 P.M.

WEST VIRGINIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

50UNDS OF THE SEASON
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, AT7 P.M.

CLASSES &
WORKSHOPS

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 § TRY SOMETHING NEW!

611 CHURCH STREET, LEWISBURG, WV
(304) 645-7917 - www.carnegiehallwv.org

_ Huntersville
Traditions Days

back in time and enjoy
demonstrations of traditional
cultural skills of bygone days!

October 2: ‘friday Evening
at Huntersville Schoolbouse

Free Old-fashioned Supper at 4 p.m.

Pie Auction * Old-Time Cakewalk
Musical entertainment by

The Bing Brothers with Jake Krack

\

Saturday, October 3 - 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. B

¢ Live entertainment throughout the town
* Joyce Varner Memorial Salt Risin” Bread and

Hazel Sherbs Memorial Cornbread Contests
* Tours of the Mary Jo Fisher Huntersville Museum;
the reconstructed Clerk’s Office; Jail, Schoolhouse

Py and Re-enactors” Camps
| *Traditional arts demos * Quilt Show
' Cloggers * Banjo Maker
* Historic Sporting & Angling Display *
¢ Shuttle wagon and horse-drawn
: wagon rides *Pork Tenderloin
Old-fashioned Bean Pot Meal

NEW THIS YEAR:
Pointing Dog Demo,
11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Antique Traps & Primitive Trapping
Demo, Noon and 2 p.m.
Historical Interpreters & Long Rifle Arts

Farmers Market ;
Natur 35& Check for updates on our Facebook page

3 MOUNTAIN or website:
E&ﬁ!ﬁ'&ﬂ!!'!!l huntersvillehi storical.com

Sandwiches °




Green Bank
Turkey Trot

Mali Minter
Contributing Writer

invites Pocahontas County
residents and visitors to
lace up, come together,
his Thanksgiving and run for something

I season, the Green bigger than a finish line.

Bank Turkey Trot The annual event will

When you want to get away

YEAGER HOUSE

THE PERFECT PLACE
TO STAY

A charming house
located on a Civil War
battlefield.

Fully-furnished with all

amenities: Wi-Fi, Smart TV with Netflix, fully-
equipped kitchen, air conditioning, washer/
dryer, linens, patio with table, chairs and grill.

ENJOY

Hiking, biking,
birding, fishing,
scenic train rides,
Civil War
battlefields, Green
Bank Observatory,
Snowshoe Resort and
just relaxing in our
beautiful national
forest.

MOUNTAIN
BIKERS AND
SKIERS
WELCOME!

(Two night minimum)
312-636-8189

Book now at airbnb.com or booking.com
yeagerhousewv.com
Phone: 312-636-8188
49 Old Pike Road, Bartow, WV 24920
YeagerHousespt@gmail.com

Live musie, great tood and dblicious dinks
right in the hoart of Wlain Stieet!

MARLINTON, WYV
A Zacts Gryan Great American Bar!
Monday - Thursday 4 -9 p.m.
HuRs FN f\'(s
MOUNTAIN,
WIAVERN,

Friday and Saturday Noon -1 a.m.
304-799-4788

% Sunday1-9p.m
NOW SERVING ALL DAY & LATE NIGHT FOOD!

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK,

10a.m.-11 p.m.
Dining Room open until 9 p.m.
Self serve kiosk or call in for
take-out orders only after 9 p.m.

Pick up at the tavern.

NOW OFFERING LODGING
with suites above the tavern!
Call 717-841-4185 or email
oldmountaintavern@gmail.com
for accommodations.

View at airbnb.com/slink/LyG8LjAu

Photos courtesy of Mali Minter
Participants in the Green Bank Turkey Trot like to dress the part for the walk/run. Not only do they bundle
up for the chilly weather, but also in a turkey theme like the “Trot Squad,” above, left: Kristy Kane Rhea, Kar-
ley Dilts Stedman, Kim Dilts, J.T. Arbogast and Jonathan Arbogast. The Turkey Trot was founded to bene-
fit the William Dilley Memorial Scholarship, in memory of Dilley, above, right, who was a track star at

Pocahontas County High School and a beloved mem-

ber of the community.

take place Saturday, No-
vember 28, at 1 p.m. at the
Green Bank Observatory.
Proceeds benefit the Poca-
hontas County High
School Track Team and
the William Dilley Scholar-
ship, helping support the
athletes and the program
that William cared about

so deeply.
William Dilley was more
than an accomplished

track athlete. He was a
friend, neighbor, father,
mentor and steadfast sup-
porter of young athletes in
our community. During
his time at PCHS, William
was an exceptional runner.
In 1978, his 4x4 relay team
recorded the school’s best
time of 3:30.83, while
William himself ran the
400 meters in 50.33 sec-
onds, the second-best time
in the state that year. He
continued his track career
at Glenville State.

But William’s greatest
legacy was not measured
in seconds or records.

He continued to give
back to the PCHS track
program throughout his
adult life, regularly help-
ing with home meets and
supporting generations of
student-athletes.

The scholarship created
in his memory honors the
qualities that defined him:
dedication, sportsmanship
and teamwork.

Those values continue
through the students who
receive the William Dilley
Scholarship. Past recipi-
ents have demonstrated
not only commitment to
their own success, but a
willingness to encourage
younger athletes and help
their teammates along the
way.

The Turkey Trot helps
carry that spirit forward.
In past years, proceeds
have helped the PCHS
Track Team with uniforms,
transportation and other
expenses that are no
longer covered by the
school. The long-term
dream is even bigger.
Someday replacing the
aging PCHS track, which
has been unsafe for home
meets for more than a
decade.

In the Turkey Trot,
there is a distance for
everyone. Participants can
choose a 10K race, a bK
walk or run, or the 1K
Gobble Wobble for chil-
dren eight and under. And

See TROT, page 28
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Photo courtesy of Mali Minter
One of the perks of par-
ticipating in the Green
Bank Turkey Trot in per-
son is the view that you
get. The trot takes place
at the Green Bank Obser-
vatory and winds around
the telescopes used by
the astronomers. Above,
Green Bank native Jake
Sheets took a selfie with
a telescope in the back-
ground as he did the trot
last year.

RoadKill
Cook-off and
Autumn
Harvest
Festival
Saturday,

September 26

TROT from pg 27

if you cannot make it to
Green Bank, the virtual
option introduced in 2020
is still available. Whether
you run with us in person
or from wherever you are,
your participation makes a
difference.
This Thanksgiving, con-
4 sider working off that feast
8l while helping build some-
thing lasting for Poca-
hontas County’s young
athletes.
Come run. Come walk.

Come cheer.

Most importantly, come
be part of a tradition that
honors a man who be-
lieved in showing up for
his community and re-
minds us that the greatest
races are the ones we run
together.

Online registration be-
gins October 1, 2026, at
www.runreg.com/gb
turkeytrot26

Visit  our Facebook
Group: 2026 Green Bank
Turkey Trot.

Yours, Mine & Ours Il
Flea Market

Check us out while you’re
in town!

With more than 37 vendors and
new stock weekly, there is
”H’ 9 SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
WES  \Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m. -6 p.m.

681-517-9340
304-810-8361 4

U

4612 Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike
Durbin, WV

We specialize in Residential
and Gommercial Gonstruction

* Porches & Decks © Vinyl Siding

%« Window Replacement

BRYANT GONSTRUGTION, LLE

Alex E. Bryant Jr., Owner
82 Angus Irvine Road, Marlinton

304-193-4339
License # WV026274

* New Homes ¢ Additions
* Garages & Buildings

* All Types Roofing
your project!

24-Hour Wrecker &
Rollback Service

FGFsi%
raier SEIVICE éenteruc

Justin & Chase Fisher, owners
Rt. 39 at Beaver Creek Road, Huntersville
ARI Certified - Complete Auto Repair- New Tires - State and Modified Inspections
Transmission Flushes - Brakes « Exhausts - 2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignments

304-799-6431 V30w

All major
credit cards
accepted

4 9’&%
7a2S)
oot

« Open to the public

With Cart Without Cart
9holes $25 Rgtes 9holes $1S

\_ 18 holes $35

Challenging 9 hole golf course with
scenic views just south of Marlinton.

Come play a round with us!

« Walk or ride « Add’] hole and tee boxes « Clubhouse
with refreshments « Golf swag « Rental clubs

PCCC Clubhouse, 304-799-7466 |
18 holes $20 Rt. 219 across from Marlinton Middle

hool
ool J

Wed 4-7 pam.

_LLAS

Real. Good. Food.

~Dine in or carry out~ 304-653-2646

Thurs. - Sat,9am.-9 pam. Thuys. - Sat., Oam. ~1lam.
Sunclag, OQam. -7 pm.
@ Fall hours may vary. Check Facebook or call for upclates!

Order online: hillshoropub.com

PUBLIC HOUSE
e
EST. 2023
Specials and events posted on Facebook/HillshoroPublicHouse

7484 Seneca Trail, Hillsboro

Breakfast served:

Sunday,9am. -2 pm.

MURPHY'S AUTO

QUALITY USED VEHICLES

BODY & REPAIR SHOP

WRECKER & ROLLBACK
SERVICE

@

12745 Potomac Highlands Trail

Durbin, WV 26264

4-456-4858

” Michael Murphy, Owner

HEAUY-DUTY TOWING AND
WRECKER SERVICE
24-HOUR AVAILABILITY

Towing from the smallest
vehicle to ¥ |
the heaviest y =
loads!

Call for e
details.

VARNER TOWING,uc

honen o 308-642-9093 / 304-637-1171




Grandmother’s

day,

By Vera Ritchie
From the archives of
The Pocahontas Times

mother married, about

1870, I made a listing
of her housekeeping du-
ties.

In summer, she made
blackberry jam after pick-
ing the berries from the
tall thorny vines; apple
butter, dark and spicy,
which means three or four
bushels of apples had to
be peeled and cut and
cooked into sauce, then
sweetened and seasoned
with spices and cooked to
a certain consistency;
huckleberry jam, the
berries were picked by
going into the mountain
and hunting around until
the low growing bushes
were found, then she usu-
ally killed two or three rat-
tlesnakes which somehow
always were near the huck-

leberries. In later
years, my sisters

In the years after grand-

1870

and brother and I went
with her.

Easier to make was
peach butter and pear
marmalade. These trees
were near the garden
fence which also sheltered
the beautiful current
bushes covered with red
berries, used for making
jelly; her grape vines were
always loaded with grapes,
used for making jelly, as
were the wild plum trees,
each of these fruits made
beautiful jelly; the grapes,
a deep purple, the wild
plums a fiery red.

Her raspberry patch was
one of her prized posses-
sions. She usually canned
the blackberries and made
preserves from the red
ones.

Her back porch was cov-
ered with a vine called
hops; this vine had thou-
sands of cone-shaped yel-
low blooms. These she
picked and boiled and
thickened with flour and
corn meal. This mixture
was spread one inch thick
on a clean cloth, left to dry
for several months then
cut in squares. Two cakes
two inches square melted
in sweetened warm
water made three
. loaves of delicious
home baked
bread; all bread
was home
baked in those
days — buck-
wheat flour for
) pancakes, corn-
" bread; rye and

whole wheat all
grown on the
farm.

Vinegar was

made by filling a

wooden keg with
apple cider. A hole
was drilled in the end

of the keg, and a wooden
stopper was made and in-
serted; to be removed
each time the housewife
needed more vinegar. It
took the cider several
months to get sour.

Every farmer used the
same method of making
do with available supplies.
In his tool shed he had the
necessary tools to shoe his
horses, emasculate his
pigs, lambs and calves.
Amazing how the families
managed to survive, no
doctors - each family
helped the other in child-
birth, they made their own
medicines. Cherry bark
boiled and the liquid
sweetened with honey for
coughs, mint for sick stom-
ach, camphor and whiskey
for colds and croup.

In August, the cabbage
was ready for making
sauerkraut. One or two
neighbors came to help, as
they did to cut the apples
for apple butter or to
string white wax beans to
be placed in a 10-gallon
crock in salt brine. The
cabbage was chopped fine
and put into a 10-gallon
crock with salt to taste. A
stomper was used to start
the juice for brine. This
operation continued all
day, because it takes many
hours to finely chop two or
three hundred heads of
cabbage. When the crock
was full, or perhaps two 10-
gallon crocks, grape leaves
were placed on top, A 20-
pound rock was washed
and placed on a board cut
to fit the crock, to weight
it down. After a few weeks
a brine would rise, then
the cut cabbage would
sour and lo! And behold!
delicious sauerkraut!

Every day of so, grand-

e Y v
mother churned. This
word “churned” would

mean nothing to our
youngsters of today, unless
they lived on a farm, butin
1800 and through the
early 1900s, it was a duty, a
must, if the family wanted
butter. The churn was
handmade of wood, so was
the dash. An up and down
motion, using the dash, to
quickly stir the cream
began as soon as the sour
cream was placed in the
churn. After a half hour,
beautiful yellow, creamy
butter came to the top of
the milk, to be lifted off
and made into rolls or
pats.

—

Buttermilk (a farmer’s
delight) was left in the
churn; this was removed
and chilled for drinking,
also for making cornbread
or biscuits. Leftovers were
given to the chickens.

When I was a child,
about 1910, I remember
gypsies came on their an-
nual forage through our
section. Grandma had her
wash on the line that day.
The mobs of women who
traveled with their hus-
bands and children usually
did the stealing. Four of
them went to grand-
mother’s kitchen and
began baking bread. They
baked all afternoon, used

—

a half barrel of flour,
which was about one hun-
dred pounds or more.
Others of the group
stripped the garden and
cornfield of roasting ears.
They also took quilts, blan-
kets, sheets, towels and
clothes. There was no way

to stop them. They
camped in tents about a
mile away and every

farmer for miles around
was robbed. Cows were
milked or butchered for
meat. Rail fences were
opened and the gypsy
horses turned into the
meadows. If they stayed all
summer, fruit trees were

See DAY, page 30
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DAY from pg 29

stripped
grapevines
patches. There was ab-
solutely no relief except in
later years, after the
county could boast a sher-
iff.

Then they loaded their
wagons and began moving
across the mountains to
Knapps Creek where there
were fresh supplies. None

as were the

of the men ever seemed to |
help with the stealing or

loading of the covered
wagons. Sometimes one

would stand close by, with :

a gun while the women
grabbed anything useable,
some of the women were
Indians; they kept their ba-
bies in the pockets of the
tent at night but strapped
to the mother’s back in the
daytime. The first World
War took the men, and,
after 1916, we never saw
them again.

FALL DUTIES

Her soap making was a
marvel of ingenuity. Wood
ashes were placed in a
hopper (a handmade
wooden box atop a chute)
which when filled with
water dripped very slowly
into the chute which drop
by drop was lye in grease
cutting liquid. This liquid,
boiled with lard, formed a
soap that was the only
cleaning agent of that day.
In June, she sheared the
sheep, the wool was
washed and sun dried,
spread over the back yard.
It was then carded (a
combing process to break
up the tangles and make it
ready for the spinning
wheel) and spun into yarn.
This yarn made mittens,
socks and other garments
by knitting. Her loom
wove the wool yarn into
blankets and carpets, col-
ored by boiling bark or
berries and dying them
while the wool was still in
hanks from the carding
and spinning process.

Now, bedding was taken

and  berry |

care of in the fall, yards of
heavy ticking were made
into bed cases, filled with
fresh straw and placed on
the crisscrossed rope that
was tied as one uses bed-
spring today. The bulging
straw tick was a foot thick.
Atop this was another tick

filled with goose feathers.
Every bed had its bolster, a
long pillow the width of
the bed, atop this sat two

goose feather pillows.
Then to make a pretty
bed, hand woven bed-
spreads of different colors
were used throughout the

wheels, cowbells, sheep
bells, sheep shears, garden
tools, coffee grinder, can-
dle molds, nutmeg grater,
large copper and brass ket-
tles. Her dinner bell atop
a tall pole was nearby. She
used it every day to call the

| men home from the fields

home. Hand embroidered
or appliqued shams cov-
ered each pillow. These
were starched until they
were stiff enough to sit up-
right over the pillows.

Her well house near the
kitchen door in later years
contained her spinning

at noon. Each worker
slapped cold water on his
face and head — water in a
wooden bucket that was
drawn from the well by a
chain on a roller. This en-
titled him to a seat at the
table.

In the fall she made her

| clothes, skirts long and

wide; blouses tucked, lacy
and long-sleeved; hats,
flowered with yards of rib-
bon. Her riding skirt,
which covered her legs
and the side saddle, and
most of the side of the
horse. A pair of saddle
pockets made of leather
was thrown across the back
of the saddle; they were
filled with proper wrapped
eggs. She rode the three

miles in Huntersville to
Buckley McComb’s gro-
cery store once a week.
She got 25¢ for a dozen
eggs, but mostly she went
to talk to Buckley or
whomever might be in the
store.

Church  on  Sunday
morning was the only
break in the work week.
She was a Presbyterian; she
could not tolerate the
shouting and hysteria of
my father’s Methodist
church. I never saw her cry
or even laugh out loud.
She did not believe in any
outward show of emotion.
A gracious lady from her
heart to her three-button
shoes.

She was the youngest
daughter of Col. Logan
and was married to
Samuel Hogsett, a grand-
son of Col. Bradshaw who
once owned most of the
land from Huntersville to
Dunmore.

e ZIN N
|

Country Mountain Homes

Antique Log and Farmhouse Restoration

Tim Beasley, owner/contractor

Cell: 540-290-6402 e Office: 540-468-2246 ¢ countrymountainhomes@yahoo.com

437 Myers-Moon Road, Monterey, Virginia 24465
www.countrymountainhomes.com
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SNOWSHO!

EMTN.com /DEALS

-~ Snowshoe

2026-27 SEASON

FLEXIBLE DAYS

WEEKDAY or WEEKEND
SKIING/RIDING

Holiday Blackouts Apply
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