
By Stephen Smoot

More than 50 came to 
Richard Homan Memorial 
Park in Sugar Grove to 
honor those who performed 
the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fending freedom while also 
remembering “Our Boys.”

George Armstrong wel-
comed those who came to 
attend the ceremony, say-
ing, “I didn’t think there 
would be a big crowd be-
cause of the weather, but 
thank you all for coming 
out.” Memorial Day came 
with gray skies and chilly 
temperatures ,  but  the 

threat of rain dampened 
no spirits on this day of 
remembrance.

He also advised that 
“there’s a lot of work that’s 
gone into this park and I 
hope you enjoy it.”

Phillip Downs gave the 
opening prayer, imploring 
“our Heavenly Father” to 
“bless them abundantly for 
the hardships they faced.”

Armstrong then rose 
again, thanking the com-
munity for their superla-
tive dedication to the mem-
ory of those who served. 
He said, “There’s no finer 
group of people I know 

of who remember their 
fallen soldiers like the 
people of Sugar Grove.” 
Armstrong remarked that 
he remembered a group of 
veterans who came from 
out of state. They told him 
they wished they could 
“put Sugar Grove in their 
pocket and carry it home” 
because of its support for 
veterans.

H e  n e x t  i n t r o d u c e d 
the principal speaker of 
the day, retired United 
States Air Force officer 
and former county com-
mission president Gene 
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Sugar Grove VFW Post 9666 
Remembers ‘Our Boys’, Honors 
The Fallen on Memorial Day

Pendleton County Tactical Team 
Holds Training at Upper Tract 
During National EMS Week

By Stephen Smoot

Members of the Pendle-
ton County Tactical Team 
peered down from the top 
of the three-story “burn 
building” as Lieutenant 
Pat Frank and Stacy Wag-
gy offered last minute ad-
vice and encouragement. 
Some were seasoned pros 
at repelling, using ropes to 
gently lower oneself off of 
a building, a cliff, or some 
similar obstacle.

A few had never repelled 
in their lives. Some faces 
reflected resiliency and 
strength tinged by nerv-

ousness.
Frank explained that 

“we’re taking the new peo-
ple and teaching them the 
basics of repelling.” 

Team members climbed 
through the burn build-
ing to reach the roof. They 
entered through a plain 
steel door on the ground 
floor and ascended indus-
trial metal stairs to reach 
the next story. There, a 
mannequin sat in a lounge 
chair staring blankly at the 
smoke darkened walls. 

To get to the roof, one 
must climb a ladder fash-
ioned of rebar through a 

square aperture and then 
climb out.

From the roof,  Frank 
directed the setting of a 
three-point anchor and the 
safety line. He shared that 
he had been repelling since 
the age of seven.

Repelling serves as an in-
creasingly vital skill in the 
tool kit of the tactical team. 
As Frank explains, “We’re 
having a lot more rock 
climbers and we’re market-
ing more to rock climbers 
and cavers.” While this 
boosts tourism business, 
it could also result in more 

Tactical team member Tyler Arbaugh completes his first repelling experience as Lt. Pat Frank and 
Stacy Waggy talk him through the process.

Senior Center Launches 
Project They Hope the 
County Finds ‘Pallet’ Able

By Stephen Smoot

Behold the humble pallet, 
constructed of rough planks 
of wood, worked like a mule 

to carry and haul heavy 
items, then cast aside when 
broken or no longer in use. 

It takes a real visionary 
to turn these kinds of pal-

lets into an artistic medium 
where one might need a 
palette, but the creativity 
of the staff at Pendleton 
Family and Senior Services 
saw potential.

According to Sue Slowin-
ski, “We get pallets once a 
month from Mountaineer 
Food Bank. We’ve been 
collecting them for years.” 
With the state budget sup-
porting senior services 
remaining tight, “the whole 
staff brainstormed about it 
and said ‘let’s have an art 
contest.’”

The contest encourages 
maximum creativity in 
using the pallet. Approxi-
mately 50 percent of the 
final project must include 
pallet wood, “but you can 
use as many pallets as you 
want in your creation,” 
the project flier explained. 
Completed projects cannot 
resemble the original pallet 
in any fashion.

Contest  part i c ipants 
will not pay an entry fee, 
but submissions become 
the property of Pendleton 
County Senior and Family 
Services. Art projects sub-
mitted by Aug. 31 will be 
displayed between Sept. 1 
and the Treasure Mountain 
Festival. People can then 
vote on their favorite.

The art project receiving 
the most votes will get a 

Pendleton County CVB Board 
Discusses Marketing Strategies

By Stephen Smoot

As the tourism economy, 
number of events, and ex-
pansion of related business-
es continues, the Pendleton 
County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau board evaluated 
drafts of marketing materi-
als. These materials, when 
distributed, will provide 
locals and visitors alike a 
fuller picture of county at-
tractions.

After Janice Lantz, board 
president, called the meeting 
to order, the group exam-
ined mockups of the visitors’ 
guide and brochures. Amber 
Nesselrodt, Pendleton Coun-
ty Convention and Visitors 
Bureau director, shared that 
“we’re really excited to get 
the map and brochure done, 
but we want to get it right.”

The visitors’ guide, also 
called the Adventure Guide, 
advises tourists what they 
can expect to find of interest 
in the county. Board mem-
bers discussed the need for 
clear information on fishing. 
Sam Yokum, board member 
and owner of Yokum’s Va-
cationland, stated that “on 
‘Fishing Pendleton,’ we defi-
nitely need something about 
the North Fork River.” He 
added that the region offers 
“beaucoups of fishing.” 

Board members also ex-
pressed concern that some 
may get confused about ref-

erences to trout fishing and 
also Trout Fest.

Lantz asked “Does it need 
to get broken down more in 
terms of where you can fish?” 
Board members agreed.

Jeff Munn, board member 
and owner of Dry Run Spirits 
Distillery, pointed out that 
“the Thorn is a world-class 
native brook trout stream. 
It’s a major destination for 
fishermen.” Munn also re-
quested that the board agree 
to add historic Pitsenbarger 
Farm “listed as a place you 
can visit,” since he is “the 
only craft beverage place 
open during the week.”

The board questioned a 
lack of detail on histori-
cal trails, specifically those 
related to the Civil War. 
Nesselrodt said, “They asked 
about the trails, but the in-
formation was vague.”

Discussion also focused on 
a map highlighting attrac-
tions. Munn explained that 
“almost every map has a key 
on it. Does this map have 
a key someplace?” This led 
into a conversation that in-
cluded suggestions for better 
readability and ease of use. 
Board members expressed a 
desire for a key to “help visi-
tors distinguish between the 
categories of attractions.”

Nesselrodt advised that 
the board members come up 
with suggested edits, then 
submit them. Then these 

would be discussed during 
the next meeting.

In other business, the board 
discussed recent bylaws 
changes. First, the board 
agreed to remove “start-
up” clauses that helped to 
establish the board, but are 
either no longer relevant, or 
interfere with good function.  

Also, the membership ex-
panded from a limit of seven 
to a minimum of seven and 
maximum of eleven. Two 
members represent local 
government while nine hail 
from different elements of 
the Pendleton County tour-
ism industry. Currently, 
the board membership falls 
short of eleven. Lantz stated 
that she had three letters of 
interest from potential board 
candidates.

In response to a question, 
Nesselrodt said “there’s no 
deadline to apply. People 
can keep applying until we 
reach 11.” Munn suggested 
inviting expert angler Dus-
tin Wichterman because “he 
lives and breathes fishing.”

Nesselrodt then turned 
to another proposal, to hold 
an “Adventure Fest” in the 
Smoke Hole area. Despite 
restrictions on rock climb-
ing in parts of the canyon, 
the American Alpine Club 
signaled a desire to partner 
and promote an event cen-
tered on running, biking, 
and paddling.

More than 50 people came to Richard Homan Memorial Park in Sugar Grove to honor those who gave 
all for one’s freedom while remembering “Our Boys.”

Senior Sponsored
Meal Scheduled

Christ Central Commu-
nity Church will be sponsor-
ing “Lunch on Us” for 60+ 
Seniors Friday at the Fran-
klin Senior Center (304-358-
2421). Meals will be served 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. To reserve a free lunch, 
call today.

The Treasure Mountain 
Festival Association will 
meet at 6 p.m. June 8 in 
the craft building tea room 
in Franklin. Note change of 
meeting location. All inter-
ested parties are welcome to 
attend.

TMF Association
To Meet June 8

Library Friends
To Meet Tuesday

The Friends of the Library 
will gather at 4 p.m. Tues-
day in the meeting room at 
Pendleton County Library 
in Franklin.

Discover Nature
Day Planned for
Saturday

A Discover Nature Day 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday at the Sene-
ca Rocks Discovery Center.

There will be nature-
based interactive exhibits, 
demonstrations, and activi-
ties; be sure to check out the 
live snakes, birds of prey, 
and native fish.

For more information, call 
the Seneca Rocks Discovery 
Center at 304-567-2827.

Museum Is Open
Every Saturday

The Pendleton County 
Historical Museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday. Everyone is invited 
to stop by and see the amaz-
ing displays. The museum 
is located on Oak Street, off 
North Main Street in Fran-
klin. Continued on Page 7
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Obituaries

•Motorcyle/ATV
Repair

•Lawn Care
•Hauling Services

Motorcycle/ATV Repair: Specializing in Harley
Davidson and general maintenance on metric brands

Lawn Care: Mowing, weed eating, hedge and small tree
trimming. Both commercial and residential can benefit

Hauling Services: Mulch, gravel, topsoil, sand,
firewood, junk/trash and building supplies

Call for pricing.

Dorothy Marie “Dot” 
Nelson

Dorothy Marie “Dot” 
Nelson, 94, of Riverton 
passed away peacefully on 
May 24, 2023.

She was born on Oct. 
10, 1928, at Moyers, the 
daughter of the late Lee 
and Judith (Mullenax) 
Moyers.  

Mrs. Nelson attended 
Franklin High School. She 
worked as a supervisor at 
Windsor Sewing Factory 
for 21 years and as a re-
ceptionist for 26 years at 
Seneca Rocks Discovery 
Center where she retired 
at the age of 85. She was 
a member of the Riverton 
United Methodist Church.

She loved her family and 
the many special people 
she considered as her 
second family. She also 
loved playing bingo, work-
ing puzzles, making new 
friends, mowing grass, 
farming, gardening, bak-

ing pies and canning.
Her husband, Norman 

Carl Nelson, preceded her 
in death on Feb. 10, 1990.

She leaves behind to 
cherish her memory two 
sons, Norman Nelson, Jr. 
of Riverton and William 
Robert “Bob” Nelson (Sue) 
of Stevensville,  Mary-
land; six grandchildren, 
Michael Watson (Jessica), 
Jimmy Watson (Jennifer), 
Terri Watson, Anthony 
Nelson (Kathy), Steven 
Nelson and Jason Ryan 
(Lena); 10 great-grand-
children; a sister-in-law, 
Judy Moyers; and a son-
in-law, Frank Watson.

She was also preceded in 
death by her companion, 
William Conley Raines 
(April 7, 2023); a daugh-
ter, Dolly Watson; three 
brothers, Melvin, Bobby 
and Charles Ervin; and a 
sister, Ada Simpson.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday in the chap-
el of the Basagic Funeral 
Home in Franklin with 
Pastor Cindy Skinner and 
J.D. Wilkins officiating.  
Interment was in North 
Fork Memorial Cemetery 
in Riverton, followed by a 
reception at the Riverton 
Community Building.

Memorials may be made 
to Grant County Hospice.

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.

Gary Steven Judy

Gary Steven Judy, 68, of 
Riverton passed away May 
27, 2023, at Ruby Memorial 
Hospital in Morgantown.

He was born on April 4, 
1955, in Washington, DC, 
the son of the late Roy 
Thurman and Mary Elouise 
(Arbogast) Judy.  

Mr. Judy was a 1973 
graduate of Circleville High 
School. He had worked at 
Howes Leather Company 
for 18 years and for Gen-
eral Dynamics.  He was the 
owner and operator of Judy 
Gap Construction.

He was a member of the 
Circleville Presbyterian 
Church, Circleville Fire 
Department, Iron Workers 
Local #697, and Pendleton 
Lodge #144 AF & AM.  

He loved God, his wife, 
his children and grandchil-
dren.  Spending time with 
his family was his entire 
world as they were his 
pride and joy.  He enjoyed 

hunting, fishing and hunt-
ing ginseng.  He was a jack 
of all trades and could fix 
anything and everything.  

On April 7, 1973, he mar-
ried his wife of 50 years, 
Debra Ann (Compton) Judy, 
who survives.

In addition to his beloved 
wife, he leaves behind to 
cherish his memory his lov-
ing children and grandchil-
dren, Jeremy Judy (Andrea) 
and Callie and Abigail of 
Riverton and Rhiannon 
Phares (Ben) and Benson of 
Circleville. Also surviving 
are a sister, Linda Johnson 
of Sugar Grove; three broth-
ers, William Estep (Hope), 
Jerry Phares (Kitty) and 
Larry Bland (Mary); and 
several nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were 
held Wednesday at the 
Circleville Presbyterian 
Church with Pastor Fletch-
er Hutcheson and Pastor 
Ann Reed Held officiating.  
Interment was in the Judy 
Cemetery in Riverton, with 
Masonic services conducted 
by Pendleton Lodge #144 
AF & AM.

Memorials may be made 
to Circleville Volunteer Fire 
Department or Circleville 
Presbyterian Church.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com or on Facebook 
at Basagic Funeral Home.

Wilson Gray Bogan

Wilson Gray Bogan, 
81, of Maysville passed 
away May 12, 2023, at 
Ruby Memorial Hospital 
in Morgantown. 

He was born on Aug. 24, 
1941, in Warm Springs, 
Virginia, and was a son 
of the late Charles Hen-
dricks Bogan and Loma 
M a e  ( V a n d e v a n d e r ) 
Bogan. 

Mr.  Bogan attended 
Pendleton County Schools. 
He retired from American 
Woodmark after 40 years. 
He was a member of the 
Lighthouse Community 
Church where he enjoyed 
singing and serving as 
a deacon. His faith and 
love for God were a con-
stant source of strength 
throughout his life. In his 

youth, he and his broth-
ers were avid players of 
softball and football. He 
was a fan of local sports 
and enjoyed attending his 
grandson’s ballgames.

Surviving are  three 
daughters, Rachel Bogan 
a n d  J e n n i f e r  B o g a n , 
both of Rig, and Angela 
(Shawn) Bowen of Moore-
field; Norma Bogan and 
Shirley Willis of Rig; two 
grandsons, Christian Bo-
wen and Jacob Bowen, 
both of Moorefield; a sis-
ter, Regena (Virgil) Judy 
of Seneca Rocks; three 
brothers, Jimmie (Car-
olyn) Bogan of Seneca 
Rocks, Roger (Debbie) 
Bogan of Brandywine and 
Bobby (Inez) Bogan of 
Franklin; and a number of 
nieces and nephews. 

He was also preceded 
in death by five brothers, 
Edward Bogan, Charles 
Wi l l i am Bogan ,  Ear l 
Bogan, Zola Bogan and 
infant Roy Bogan.

Funeral services were 
held May 16 at the Schaef-
fer Funeral Home in Pe-
tersburg with Pastor Dan 
Sterns and Evangelist 
Lewis Paugh officiating. 
Burial was in Maysville 
Cemetery in Maysville.



By Tony Stutts
Social Security District Manager in Petersburg

On Memorial Day, the nation honored military service 
members who have given their lives for this country.  
Families, friends, and communities paused to remember 
the many great sacrifices of the military and ensure 
their legacy lives on in the freedoms everyone enjoys.  
Social Security recognize these heroes who, in President 
Lincoln’s words, “gave the last full measure of devotion.”  

The benefits Social Security provides can help the 
families of deceased military service members.  For ex-
ample, surviving spouses and their dependent children 
may be eligible for Social Security survivor’s benefits.  
More information about those benefits is available at 
www.ssa.gov/survivors.  

Social Security also offers support to wounded war-
riors.  Social Security benefits protect veterans when 
an injury prevents them from returning to active duty 
or performing other work.  Wounded military service 
members can receive expedited processing of their 
Social Security disability claims.  Is one a veteran 
with a 100% permanent and total compensation rating 
from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs?  Social 
Security will expedite one’s disability claim.  Both the 
Department of Veteran Affairs and the Social Security 
Administration have disability programs.  A person may 

qualify for disability benefits under one program but 
not the other, or one may qualify for both.  Depending 
on a person’s situation, some of one’s family members, 
including dependent children or spouse, may be eligible 
to receive Social Security benefits.  

Want more information?  Visit www.ssa.gov/people/
veterans for answers to commonly asked questions or 
to find information about the application process. 

Thinking about retirement?  Military service mem-
bers can receive Social Security benefits in addition to 
their military retirement benefits.  For details, visit 
Social Security’s webpage, You Can Get Both Military 
Retirement and Social Security Benefits, at www.ssa.
gov/planners/retire/veterans.html.

Please share this information with the military fami-
lies in one’s community.  To the veterans who bravely 
served and died for this country, and to the military 
service members who serve today, Social Security hon-
ors and thanks one.
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Jeff and Barb Heavner
9311 Petersburg Pike • Upper Tract, WV 26866

9 miles north of Franklin on 220 -near Mallow’s dental office

Check us out on FB @cunninghamplace

Cunningham Place
GREENHOUSE

Hours: Mon thru Fri  9–5 • Sat 9-3
Sundays - CLOSED 

Plenty of Garden Plants Available
    Annual & Perennial Flowers,

Succulents, Potting Mix,
 Creeping Phlox, Herbs,
   Supertunias and Geraniums

304.358.2591
accepting cash • credit • debit

Heartfelt Thanks
There are not enough words to express our

sincerest thanks for all the love and support that 
has been shown to us since my cancer diagnosis in
January. For all the gifts of money, food, phone calls, 
cards and above all PRAYERS.

Deepest thanks to the Franklin Moose Lodge for spon-
soring the benefit and their generous monetary gift, to 
Lois Waggy for making the beautiful barn quilt and the 
Korner Shop for raffling it off, to Melanie Moyers, Carol 
Hoover and Donna Hoover for all the hard work putting 
the raffle and bake sale together, to all the businesses 
and individuals who donated all the wonderful items 
and to those that came out to support us that day.

We are truly blessed and feel so thankful to live in such 
a caring community.

Please continue to pray for us as we await my next 
scan and the results this month.

Thank You and God Bless!
Donna Fleisher and Family

Warner Sisters Respected by West Point Academy
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

The writer is pretty sure that all her readers know the 
song, “Jesus Loves Me.”  Perhaps it was taught during 
one’s youth by way of attending Sunday School and Vaca-
tion Bible School. The history behind this song, and how 
it came to be is very interesting.

Anna and Susan Warner lived in a lovely townhouse in 
New York with their father, Henry Whiting Warner, who 
was a successful lawyer. The “Panic of 1837” wrecked the 
family’s finances, forcing them to move into a ramshackle 
home on Constitution Island on the Hudson River, right 
across from the Military Academy at West Point.  

Anna and Susan felt that they needed to contribute to 
the family income, and so they began writing poems and 
stories for publication.  One of their most successful joint 
projects was a novel titled “Say and Seal” in which a lit-
tle boy named Johnny Fox is dying.  His Sunday School 
teacher, John Linden, takes him in his arms and rocks him, 
making up a little song: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for 
the Bible tells me so....” Soon this song became the best-
known children’s hymn on earth.

For 40 years, Anna and Susan conducted Bible classes 
for cadets at West Point, and both were buried with full 
military honors.  They are the only civilians buried in the 
military cemetery at West Point.  To this day, their home 
on Constitution Island is maintained by West Point as a 
museum to their memory.    

Life’s little instructions to make the day better include 
the following:

1. Letting someone else have the parking space.
2. A sparkling clean fridge.
3. Turning off the lights when one leaves a room.
4. Knowing one good joke.
5. Mowing for the older person in one’s neighborhood.
Early Friday morning, 32 degrees hit the community. 

Frost didn’t seem to be anywhere around, which was a 
good thing. The weekend was cool, with “spits” of showers. 
Towards the end of the week, temperatures will be on the 
rise, according to the weather forecaster. 

This week’s quotes are as follows:

“I am not a person to be pressured - by anybody or na-
tion.” — Indira Gandhi

“You can’t get spoiled if you do your own ironing.” — 
Meryl Streep

“Food is the great connector, and laughs are the cement.” 
— Phil Rosenthal

“Every day we ought to renew our purpose.” — Thomas 
a Kempis

“This only is charity, to do all, all that we can do.” — 
John Donne

Sitting by the fire is a wonderful place to hear the “Talk 
of the Grove.”

Graduations have kept the parents quite busy this past 
week. School is over for the summer vacations, with the 
students and teachers being ecstatic! 

Memorial Day services, which were hosted by the VFW 
Post 9666, were held Monday at the Richard Homan Memo-
rial Park in Sugar Grove.  A large attendance showed their 
allegiance to this memorial holiday. The keynote speaker 
was Gene McConnell who referenced Ronald Reagan’s 1983 
memorial address.  Decorations adhered to the theme, with 
refreshments a most fitting ending to the ceremony.  The 
VFW continues to make their park available to the public 
with donations readily received for the upkeep.  

Marleta Wimer, Terry Grogg, and Claude Castleberry 
motored to Rosalee Grogg’s home for a weekend visit.

Mike and Robin DelBiondo were visiting Monday after-
noon in the home of Willard and Judy Rader.

Flags appropriately positioned at the veterans’ graves for 
the weekend holiday were flying in the breeze.  Thanks to 
all volunteers who positioned these flags, as a reminder for 
those who laid down their lives for this country.

Erroneously overlooked in last week’s column was the 
graduation of Richard Marshall, son of Robin and Joyce 
Marshall of McGaheysville, Virginia.  

His first vacation in 15 years took place last Friday.  Phil 
Downs motored to the Outer Banks, North Carolina, where 
he spent several days with friends from Louisa, Virginia.  
The food and company were excellent, but the weather was 
cold, downcast and very windy.  

Helen and Rhonda Nash and Charlotte Hoover joined 
Diane Healey and daughter, Mary Ann Fox of Mechan-
icsville, Virginia, for dinner at the Korner Shop Cafe to 

commemorate Diane’s birthday on May 26. The celebration 
included cupcakes and candles, the “Happy Birthday” song 
and chocolate pie for the birthday girl from the sweet Ko-
rner Shop staff, and birthday cake and a beautiful sunset 
later that night at Diane’s home.

 Porcupines have been sited on two occasions near the 
top of Reddish Knob on the West Virginia side.  So, keep 
one’s eyes peeled for the critter(s).

Weekend celebrations for Geneva Mongold’s sixth 
birthday were held with the following attending:  Evelyn 
Varner, Judy Costello, Eugene Varner, Jessica Varner, 
Randy Mongold, Joyce and Richard Marshall, Janet Judy 
and Jerry Harper.  

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:
•The early cash register resembled a clock. One hand 

indicated dollars, the other cents.
•Africa’s “royal” antelope is no bigger than a house cat.
•The strawberry belongs to the rose family.
•The Alamo was named after the cottonwood trees that 

surrounded it. Alamo is Spanish for cottonwood.
•An early bicycle, called a hobbyhorse, had wooden 

wheels and no pedals.
Concerns for this week are many, and they are as follows: 

Charles Anderson, Roger and Joan Ashley, Mercedes Au-
mann, Vernon “Fuzzy” Baldwin, Lynn Beatty, Debbie Beal, 
Jed Conrad, Jeff Craig, Mary Eye, Donna Fleisher, Lola 
Graham, Jordan Greathouse, Marvin Hartman, Steve and 
Armanda Heavner, Gary and Jackie Hills, Nancy Hodges, 
Virgil Homan, Jr., Myrtle Hoover, Debbie Horst, Mike Jam-
ison, Alice Johnson, Richard Judy,  Danny Kimble, Dennis 
Kincaid, Kim Kline, Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Rex 
Landis, Angela Lung, Linda Malcolm, Betty Mallow, Roger 
and Skip Mallow, Neil McLaughlin, Melvin Moats, Aaron 
Nelson, Ruth Nelson, Don Nilsen, Cheryl Paine, Barbara 
Parker, Sutton Parrack, Shirley Pratt, Alda Propst, Kathy 
Propst, Linda Propst, Sheldon Propst, Steve Propst, K.D. 
Puffenbarger, Mary and Eldon Puffenbarger, Dick Rexrode, 
Harley Propst, Charles Rexrode, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy 
Rexrode, Pam Rexrode, the Max Rodriguez family, Donna 
Ruddle, John Ruddle, Annie Simmons,  Barry and Phyllis 
Simmons, Davey Simmons, Erin Simmons, Robbie Sites, 
Ona Smith, Rosa Tichenor, Sandra Vandevander, Amy 
Vaus, Judy Williams and Margaret Wimer.

Social Security Honors Military Heroes Joshua Witt Earns 
WVU Outstanding 
Senior Award

Joshua Witt of Franklin, an environmental microbiol-
ogy major, was one of 52 West Virginia University stu-
dents distinguished as a WVU Foundation Outstanding 
Senior.

Witt was recognized May 12 in the Betty Boyd Lounge 
in Elizabeth Moore Hall on the college campus.

“The WVU Outstanding Senior award recipients rep-
resent the best and brightest of graduating seniors at 
the University,” Maryanne Reed, provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, said.  “Each of these students 
is exemplary and has made a positive impact through 
academic excellence, leadership and service. They will 
undoubtedly be forces to be reckoned with, as they lead 
change in their local communities and the world.”

Check Out Our Website
Pendletontimes.com
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Automobile Accidents

105 North Grove Street
Petersburg

304-257-5050

Jonie E. Nelson
Attorney at Law

10 Years Ago
Week of May 30, 2013

Dalen Field 
Chosen for School 

The Pendleton County 
Board of Education voted to 
proceed with exercising the 
option-to-purchase agree-
ment signed with landowner 
John Dalen for the purchase 
of property near Main Street 
in the county seat for the con-
struction of a new Franklin 
Elementary School.

The board met last Tuesday 
evening and heard from Trey 
Horner of Horner Bros. Engi-
neering and Richard Forren 
of Omni Associates, the firm 
working on the design-build 
approach to the new school’s 
construction.

Environmental and infra-
structure studies of both sites 
(Dalen property and Entry 
Mountain) were reported on 
by Forren and Horner. Fac-
tors included water pressure, 
availability of three-phase 
power, sanitary sewer, soil 
and, in the case of the Dalen 
property, which borders the 
South Branch River on its 
southern end, flood-plain sit-
ing, among other factors.

The Entry Mountain site 
above town had no flood-
plain issues but consists of 
solid bedrock at a depth of 
three feet. To go down five or 
six feet for the new school’s 
foundation there would be 
considerable rock excavation.

Both sites were rated as 
suitable for school construc-
tion. The Dalen property 
graded out somewhat better 
in terms of water pressure (for 
drinking and other potable 
uses as well as fire-fighting) 
and three-phase power ac-
cessibility.

PCHS Seniors Receive 
Over $1.5 Million 
In Scholarships

The annual Pendleton 
County High School (PCHS) 
senior awards assembly was 
conducted on May 13 in the 
school gymnasium. Senior 
students received scholar-
ships and grants worth over 
$1.5 million over their four-
year college education.

20 Years Ago
Week of May 22, 2003

Learning Needs 
To Continue 

During Summer

by
Governor Bob Wise

In the next few weeks, 
schools will close for sum-
mer and students will begin 
their vacations. There will be 
baseball games, camp-outs, 
and fishing trips. And though 
our youths will not be in the 
classroom, the vital progress 
of learning will continue. I am 
encouraged by the success of 
the academic year and have 
great optimism for the future 
of education in West Virginia.

Summer vacations offer 
more opportunities than ever 
for young people to pursue 
educational adventures.

There are too many pos-
sibilities for summer learn-
ing to list them all—4-H 

projects, community library 
reading programs, neighbor-
hood cleanups, and day and 
overnight camps and sports.

These months away from 
the classroom should not 
detract from what students 
learn in school, but comple-
ment it. Whether a child 
chooses to work, attend a 
camp or volunteer in his or 
her community, education 
can be found everywhere.

30 Years Ago
Week of May 27, 1993

90 to Graduate 
This Weekend 

A total of 90 seniors will re-
ceive diplomas this weekend 
in commencement exercises 
at Pendleton County’s two 
high schools.

Twenty-two students will 
complete their high school 
studies at Circleville High 
School .  Franklin High 
School’s 68 graduating sen-
iors will receive their high 
school diplomas. 

SUGAR GROVE

The locust blossoms are 
hanging heavy this year. 
The “old timers” used to say, 
“When the the locust blos-
soms hang heavy, the corn 
crop will be bountiful.” The 
farmers in our community 
have planted their corn and 
in time to come, the tale of the 
corn crop will be told.

40 Years Ago
Week of May 26, 1983

105 Pendleton 
High School Seniors 

To Get Diplomas

A total of 105 seniors will 
receive diplomas Sunday 
at graduation exercises at 
Pendleton County’s two high 
schools.

A total of 29 graduates 
will receive diplomas at the 
Circleville High School com-
mencement program at 6 
p.m., and 76 seniors will be 
graduated from Franklin 
High School at 8 p.m.

50 Years Ago
Week of May 24, 1973

New School 
On Spruce Knob 

Will Teach Outdoor Skills

The Woodlands and White-
water Institute is a new school 
that is opening on Spruce 
Knob Mountain near Cherry 
Grove in Pendleton County. 
The school will teach outdoor 
skills such as rock climbing, 
whitewater kayaking and 
canoeing, backpacking, cave 
exploration, survival tech-
niques and other wilderness 
and environmental subjects.

Grow Your Own 
Vegetables—To Beat 

High Food Prices

Recent increases in food 
prices have made everyone 
aware that even in this coun-
try the supply of food can be-
come limited. The rising cost 
of producing food and the lim-
ited prices they received over 
the past 20 years have forced 
millions of small farmers out 

of business; or as they grew 
older they simply quit and 
their children left the farm 
to take up other occupations.

What are the alternatives 
to high food prices? What is 
the alternative to paying a 
high percentage of your an-
nual income for food as people 
do in other countries?

The first alternative that 
comes to mind is to grow your 
own vegetables and fruits. A 
second alternative is to reduce 
the amount of food you eat. 
Most Americans eat more 
calories than they need. They 
either grow fat or engage in 
some unproductive activity, 
such as jogging to prevent 
obesity.

Growing a home garden 
can be profitable. I recently 
checked the cost of seed, 
fertilizer, pesticide and other 
items involved in growing a 
garden for a family of four. 

Growing one’s own veg-
etables can be a rewarding 
experience, not only from 
the economic point of view, 
but from others, such as the 
freshness and better quality 
of home garden vegetables.

There is no way that a com-
mercial farmer can allow his 
produce to stay on the vine 
or plant until it reaches the 
peak of excellency and still 
have shelf life left. However, 
the home gardener’s produce 
is only minutes away from 
the table. Vegetables that 
the farmer harvests are days 
or often a week or more away 
from actual use.

Growing a garden is not 
easy, regardless of all the 
glowing accounts that appear 
in the magazines today.

Like most jobs, the more 
experience one has, the easier 
gardening becomes. Prepar-
ing soil on a piece of ground 
that has not been cultivated 
for some time can be hard 
work. As a garden is culti-
vated year after year, stones 
are removed, organic matter 
builds up, wet places and 
problem areas are removed 
or avoided and, generally, the 
soil becomes more productive.

If a soil test is not made 
and the soil has not been 
cultivated for several years, 
it is probably low in fertility. I 
suggest 10 pounds of 10-10-10 
fertilizer be applied per 100 
square feet of garden. Apply 
half of the lime and fertilizer 
before you spade or plow. Put 
the other half on after plowing 
and spading. Disk, rototill, or 
rake the soil to remove clods, 
sods, or objectionable mate-
rial and to work the fertilizer 
and lime into the soil well.

The one most common cause 
of failure in home gardens is 
the lack of weed control. The  
important thing to remember 
is to not let the weeds get 
a start. A weed that is one 
inch high or less should be 
removed. At that stage they 
are easier to kill or remove.

Probably the best advice 
for the home gardener is 
not to procrastinate. Do the 
job when it is necessary and 
don’t plow up any more gar-
den than can be taken care 
of easily!

Week of May 31, 1973

102 Will Graduate from 
Pendleton High Schools 

A total of 102 students will 
graduate from Pendleton 
County’s two high schools at 
their respective commence-
ment exercises next week.

Seventy-five seniors will 
receive their high school di-
plomas at Franklin High 
School Sunday night, and 27 
seniors will officially complete 
their high school careers at 
Circleville High School Tues-
day night.      

60 Years Ago 
Week of June 6, 1963

100 YEARS AGO

By LON K. SAVAGE

Editor’s Note—The fol-
lowing is one of a series of 
articles on the Civil War. 
Each weekly installment 
covers events which oc-
curred exactly 100 years 
ago.

Gen. Lee Begins 
Pennsylvania Invasion 

General Robert E. Lee be-
gan 100 years ago this week 
an invasion that would end 
at a little Pennsylvania town 
called Gettysburg.

The invasion was a gamble 
by the now world famous Con-
federate general to carry the 
Civil War’s heaviest fighting 
outside of Virginia and, hope-
fully, to end the war quickly 
somewhere near Washington. 
Lee and other Confederate 
leaders had given long delib-
eration to the all-important 
decision, and now it was time 
to act.

On June 2, therefore, Lee’s 
army of 80,000 began leav-
ing their trenches at Fre-
dericksburg and slipping 
quietly northwestward along 
the bloody Rappanhannock 
and Rapidan rivers of central 
Virginia where so much of the 
fighting had occurred during 
the past year. Richard Ewell’s 
corps led off the movement, 
marching smartly to Culpeper 
that day, 30 miles to the west. 
Two days later, Lee, himself, 
rode to Culpeper, leaving one 
corps at Fredericksburg to 
protect Richmond 50 miles to 
the south.  

As Lee moved, his Federal 
counterpart, “Fighting Joe” 
Hooker looked on in some 
puzzlement from the other 
side of the Rappahannock 
River. Was this, Hooker won-
dered, to become the much 
discussed Confederate inva-
sion of the North? He sent out 
one of his subordinate gener-
als, General John Sedgwick, 
to answer his question.

Sedgwick acted promptly. 
After laying pontoon bridges 
across the Rappanhannock, 
his army crossed and felt its 
way toward Fredericksburg. 
Lee’s men who still were there 
responded violently; there 
was fighting, and Sedgwick 
fell back across the river, 
satisfied that he had the an-
swer. It was his opinion, he 
told Hooker, that the bulk of 
Lee’s army still remained at 
Fredericksburg.

But Hooker remained sus-
picious. He wired President 
Lincoln June 5; it appeared, 
he said, that Lee was mov-
ing northward via Culpeper, 
leaving behind a rear guard 

at Fredericksburg. “I am of 
the opinion,” he wrote, “that 
it is my duty to pitch into his 
(Lee’s) rear...”

Lincoln fired back his reply 
the same day: “If he (Lee) 
should leave a rear force at 
Fredericksburg,” he wrote, 
“tempting you to fall upon it, 
it would fight in entrench-
ments and...man for man, 
worst you at that point, while 
his main force would in some 
way be getting an advantage 
of you northward.” 

“In one word,” the President 
continued, “I would not take 
any risk of being entangled 
upon the river, like an ox 
jumped half over a fence, 
and liable to be torn by dogs 
front and rear without a fair 
chance to gore one way or kick 
the other.”

So Hooker waited and 
watched, gradually edging 
his army to the northwest to 
stay parallel with Lee’s army. 
His tactics had been decided 
for him; as Lee moved, he 
would move, carefully stay-
ing between Lee’s army and 
Washington.

And so the two armies glid-
ed northwestward on each 
side of the Rapidan River, the 
one facing the other, and both 
moving inexorably toward the 
town of Gettysburg.

Next week: Lee Enters 
Maryland.

70 Years Ago
Week of May 28, 1953

The 
Mountaineer Gardener

by JOHN HAMMER 

If you’ll recall your child-
hood days, I imagine many of 
you will remember that the 
coming of the butterfly was a 
sign that it was time to start 
going barefooted. This sign 
may be good for the children 
of today—but it also is a sign 
to gardeners that trouble is 
ahead for cabbage, broccoli, 
cauliflower and similar crops.

There are several different 
kinds of butterflies, but it’s 
the small, white ones that 
cause gardeners to worry. If 
you’ll watch these little fel-
lows on a warm day, you’ll 
see them fluttering around in 
the garden and every now and 
then, they look like they al-
most light on a cabbage, broc-
coli, cauliflower or kale plant. 
When they almost light, what 
do you suppose they’re doing? 
Actually, they’re laying eggs. 
In a few days, these eggs 
hatch and there’s the worm 
that will eat 24 hours each 
day if you do not kill it.

Do not wait until you see 
worm damage to start fight-
ing these worms, but start 
now! 

I f  you  contro l  these 
worms—which is perfectly 
easy to do—you will not only 
get more cabbage, cauliflower, 
broccoli and kale, but you’ll 
get these vegetables earlier, 
and to me, probably most 
important, they’ll taste much 
better. If one of these plants 
has to struggle along trying to 
grow and feed worms at the 
same time, it will take it much 
longer to develop and you can 
be sure it will not be tender, 
crisp, and mild in flavor. 

Smith Creek/
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

Another month is over, 
and a new one is starting.

A good sign to see is the 
farmers are turning the 
ground over to plant. Some 
farmers have already cut 
their first hay fields.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins - Mary Mitch-
ell, Bucky Moyers, Pam 
Riner, Anna Tesi, Ruby 
Propst, Larry Moyers, Al-
ice Johnson, Arlin Dale 
and Freda Jamison, Ha-
zel Simmons, Mary Alice 
Simmons, Reva Hartman, 
Sandy Washburn and San-
dra Vandevander; prayer 
list - Richard Campbell, 
Brian Wilton, Tyler Moore, 
Tristan Hartman, Ron-
ald Hayes, Becky Hedrick, 
Joshua Shirk, Ava George, 
Doug Judy,  Jack Judy, 
Ronnie Bowers Sr., Allen 
Kile II ,  Ruth Simmers, 
Roberta Bennett, Olin Hoo-
ver, Quinley McConnell, 
Etha Mae Bowers, Mary 
Jo Wilfong, Kenny Wil-
liams, Dennis Mitchell, 
Debbie Horst, Charlotte 
Copley, Billy Rowe, Myr-
tle Hammer, Jimmie Ben-
nett, Pam Rexrode, Jason 
Rexrode, Margaret Wimer, 
Doris Simmons, Harry Al-
len Warner, Sherman Ben-
nett, Melford Moates, Barry 
Simmons, Cameron Beach-
ler, Vestyl Bible, Wendell 
Nelson, Norma Reel, Nancy 
George, Sarah Thomas and 
Julia Pennington.

Prayer thought: “Thank 
you Lord for knowing my 
needs before I even speak 
them. Prayer is great for 
it keeps us in touch with 
God.”

High and low tempera-
tures and precipitation for 
May 22 through May 28, 
followed by the same for 
last year, were as follows: 
May 22 - 74°, 43° (84°, 61°, 
.11”); May 23 - 70°, 44° (64°, 
53°, .47”); May 24  – 73°, 
42° (59°, 49°, .14”); May 25 - 
66°, 47° (64°, 53°, .01”); May 
26 - 71°, 35° (73°, 57°, 1.3”); 
May 27 – 72°, 38° (74°, 58°, 
.28”) and May 28 - 66°, 52° 
(67°, 53°, .01”).
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Sinnett’s Lane

Saturday, June 10 • 5 p.m. - ?
•Country Ham •Barbecue

•Hamburgers •French Fries
•Lots of other Sandwiches

•Cakes •Pies
•Silent Auction •Games •Cake Walks

Sponsored by St. John Lutheran Church
Rain or Shine

Lawn Party

*Bounce House*
Music

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 11

thru
Thursday, June 15

6 - 8:30 p.m.

Franklin United Methodist Church
162 North Main Street, Franklin

All children, age 3 -14, are invited to join us at

Pre-registration is required.
  Registration forms are available online
           at https://franklinwvumc.org/
Call or text 304-668-3300 for more information.

Would you like to buy 
your beef products 

locally grown
at a bulk price ? 

At Red Banks we connect you to the farmer and 
processor offering delicious Angus beef, custom 
processed to your specs, and vacuum packaged.

540 487 8142
Email: redbanksbeef@gmail.com.

www.redbanksbeeffarm.com  

Contact us today to order
a quarter, half, or whole beef now.

(just 50 minutes east of Franklin)

WRECKER SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS
•Small Hydraulic Wreckers w/Wheel Lift

•Medium & Heavy Duty Wreckers  •Rollback Service

~~ 24-Hour Wrecker Service~~
•Wheel Alignment - Cars & Trucks •New and Used Auto Parts
•Windshields and Glass Installed •Fuel Injection Specialist
•Computer Front End Alignment •Modern Body Shop
•Tires and Batteries •State Inspection
•Custom Exhaust Systems •Brake Lathe

•Now Licensed To Do Modified Truck Inspections

Bowers Garage &
Body Shop

Sugar Grove, WV 26815 - Phone 304-249-5154
Brandywine, WV 26802 - Phone 304-249-5900

Call for prices and appointments. Rated AAA+
“Serving the area for more than 40 years”

On the Rocks Craft Beverage 
Trail Brings Visitors to County

By Stephen Smoot

West Virginia continues 
to outpace the nation in 
expansion of the state tour-
ist economy. As this trend 
continues, Pendleton and 
surrounding counties use 
creative measures to not 
only attract tourists to scenic 
locations, but steer visitors to 
tourist friendly businesses.

The heart of the On the 
Rocks Craft Beverage Trail 
lies in Pendleton County. 
Swilled Dog operates a state 
of the art distillery and tast-
ing room at the industrial 
park in Upper Tract while 
Dry Run Spirits Distillery 
follows local agricultural tra-
ditions that go back nearly 
two and a quarter centuries 
in the region. 

Northwest of Upper Tract 
sits the northern terminus 
of the trail at Still Hollow in 
Harman. To the southeast is 
Big Fish Cider of Monterrey, 
Virginia. Connecting Pend-
leton County to neighboring 
counties that focused on 
tourism served as one of the 
main goals of the project.

As Amber Nesselrodt, ex-
ecutive director of the Pend-
leton County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau explains, “it 
started last year as a collec-
tive effort between economic 
development authorities, 
CVBs, and the distilleries.” 
She added that “it’s impor-
tant to keep forging these 
kinds of relationships.”

Though a 2020 Robert 
C. Byrd Institute study ex-
amined the possibility of a 
major craft beverage trail 
effort linking counties in 
and around Charleston and 
Huntington, On the Rocks 
remains the only craft bever-
age trail established in the 
Mountain State.

On April 20, Swilled Dog 
celebrated its fourth year of 
official business operations. 
As Kim Kirk, chief experi-
ence manager, noted, “it’s 
an important milestone to 
celebrate how far we have 
come in four years.”

Swilled Dog’s crafted bev-
erages date back to initial 
efforts with cider starting 
in 2010. Six years later, the 
family transformed their 
basement into a cidery. By 
2017, the product was ready 
for sale to the public. 

Today, Swilled Dog wel-
comes locals and tourists 
alike to its distillery and 
tasting room. Rich dark wood 
walls, comfortable leather 
furniture, and other amen-
ities keep visitors in the 
mindset of visiting a cozy 
and intimate space. This 
space, however, can seat over 
a hundred people for major 
events like the Pendleton 
County Chamber of Com-

merce dinner. 
A smaller room to the side 

gives all who legally can an 
opportunity to sample liq-
uors that have competed well 
on elite national and global 
stages. Their sherry cask “is 
technically the second best 
small batch bourbon in the 
world.” 

Swilled Dog relies heav-
ily on partnerships to forge 
strong ties around the area 
and across the state. Two 
nearby farmers provide non 
genetically modified corn. 
Even the groundwater flows 
from the area’s natural lime-
stone caverns, not unlike 
those underlying western 
Kentucky’s traditional bour-
bon heartland.

Kirk says that “we im-
merse ourselves in the whole 
experience, start to finish. 
We hope that translates to 
the customer experience.”

She also described a “gold 
rush” partnership, one of 
several with West Virginia 
University. Gold rush “uses 
source apples from the Davis 
College of Agriculture.” 

Swilled Dog also takes 
pride in giving back. As 
Laura Hagman, operations 
manager, explains, “we focus 
on animal charities.” The 
company mascot, Lucy Pick-
les, was adopted as a rescue 
and remains the inspiration 
for animal charity support. 
One dollar from each bever-
age poured from “Lucy’s Tap” 
supports a charity known as 
Walk the Dog.

Farther off the beaten path 
in Dahmer sits the historic 
Ananias Pitsenbarger farm 
established in 1799, cur-
rently the home of both Dry 
Run Spirits Distillery and 
also Loafer’s Glory, which 
provides lodging. 

The distillery and sur-
roundings developed by Jeff 
Munn could not be more 
different than the modern 
ambiance of Swilled Dog, but 
that is by design. Nesselrodt 
explained that “it’s impor-
tant to give visitors different 
experiences.” 

“We’re more than a distill-
ery,” Munn notes, “we’re a 
part of Pendleton County.”

On the crest of the hill 
above the modern Dry Run 
Road sits the main house and 
distillery. Munn construct-
ed an old fashion pavilion 
festively illuminated with 
Edison lights, providing an 
atmosphere that encourages 
storytelling, singing, and 
laughing.

Such was always the repu-
tation of the farm, known as 
“Loafer’s Glory,” dating back 
to the early 19th century.  
From the visitors’ pavilion, 
one can peer downhill and 
see much of the farm as it 
was 200 years ago. The view 

includes a farmhouse in its 
original wood, surrounded 
by a springhouse, work struc-
tures, and outbuildings lov-
ingly preserved by the Munn 
family. Munn pointed out 
that watercress surrounding 
the trickle of water emanat-
ing from the springhouse 
meant “that’s a sign of abso-
lutely pure water.”

“It took my wife two years 
to get us onto the National 
Register of Historic Places,” 
Munn explained.

Initial settlement took 
place in 1793 by Henry Am-
ick. After his death, his wife 
sold to “Stiller” John Propst 
who may have introduced 
production to the farm. Until 
modern times, Dry Run Road 
ran through the farm toward 
Sugar Grove, allowing own-
ers to sell liquor directly to 
travelers on the road. “This 
was the old wagon road,” 
Munn showed.

As Munn says, “This is the 
fourth distillery in 186 years. 
For 140 of 186 years, some-
one’s been distilling hard 
apple brandy on this prop-
erty.” Apple production and 
harvesting has continued so 
long that many trees on the 
land have outlasted the typi-
cal 50 to 100 year life span. 
Munn, however, carefully 
preserves each apple strain 
on the property by cultivat-
ing new growth.

“The biggest problem is 
that I cannot make it fast 
enough,” Munn says. Also 
calling himself a “one man 
show,” he distills from a 
20-gallon copper still.

In recent years, Munn has 
added maple moonshine to 
his repertoire. Unlike most 
“maple” potent potables, Dry 
Run produces directly from 
maple sap instead of merely 
adding flavoring. He relies 
on local producer Ricky S. 
Harper to supplement 66 
percent of his total sap used.

Both distillers underscored 
the importance of coopera-
tion over competition. Hag-
man from Swilled Dog shared 
that “it’s important to bring 
the county together.” She 
added that “we have a lot of 
tourists who come around.” 
Many drop in after a full 
day of adventure sports or 
sight-seeing.

Munn added that “the 
change in Pendleton County 
in the last 10 years is incred-
ible. It seems like it’s accel-
erating.” 

He also agreed with the 
purpose of the craft bever-
age trail itself, saying “we 
broke the invisible wall at 
the Virginia-West Virginia 
border. Why should we just 
do it for our county and not 
include them?”

Road to Spruce Knob, Observation 
Tower Needs Several Improvements

Editor, the Times:
We live in the most beau-

tiful place in West Virginia 
and still it is hard for gov-
ernment to maintain our 
national recreation area.

Spruce Knob is the high-
est point in West Virginia. 
The observation tower is not 
handicap accessible. The 
trail from the parking lot to 
the observation tower is no 
way travelable by a handicap 
person. Once you get to the 
tower and climb the steps to 
the top of the tower, one can’t 
see because of the trees.

It sure is nice for people 
to come from other states, 
but then they find out all 
of the problems one faces in 
getting there. The road is 22 

feet wide with a deep side 
ditch on one side and a steep 
incline on the other with turn 
outs in order to pass when 
you meet another vehicle.

Clinton Hedrick Post 183 
has been working on this for 
three years and still nothing 
is being done. It is not left 
up to the state to maintain 
the area.

From Gateway Restaurant 
to the government line at 
Simoda, this road is main-
tained by the state of West 
Virginia, and it is in good 
condition.

There are several busi-
nesses started along the 
road, cabins for rent and 
campgrounds being erected.

Tourism is important to 

West Virginia, and we want 
them to come in. However, 
the road to Spruce and the 
trail to the tower are not 
handicap accessible. The 
only thing that may be nice 
are the toilets at the camp-
ground parking lot.

I was hoping that some 
other organizations would 
write to their representatives 
and encourage them to work 
on this project. If we can get 
other organizations to com-
plain, maybe something will 
be done.

Remember the wheel that 
squeaks the loudest gets the 
most grease.

American Legion Post 183
Charles Teter, Comm.

Board of Education Discusses 
Budget, Facilities Improvements

By Stephen Smoot

As the school year winds 
down and a surprising 
number of Pendleton County 
track athletes qualified to 
compete at state, the Pendle-
ton County Board of Educa-
tion met for the second time 
in the month of May.

Board president J. D. 
Wilkins opened with the 
customary prayer, saying 
that “we ask You to bless the 
graduates this weekend.”

The first order of business 
lay in personnel moves. Bar-
bara Whitecotton, who most 
recently served as princi-
pal of Franklin Elementary 
School, but also was Hardy 
County school superintend-
ent, accepted a position as 
Pendleton County’s school 
improvement coordinator.

The board also made an-
other move of note. Although 
Pendleton County girls’ 
varsity coach Micah Bailey 
took the squad to the state 
tournament, he tendered 
his resignation, which was 
approved in the previous 
meeting. Donnie Kopp re-
ceived appointment to the 
head coaching position with 
Dan Miller hired to lead the 
junior varsity.

J. P Mowery, chief finan-
cial official for Pendleton 
County Schools, revealed 
the budget. He requested 
approval of a $17.6 million 
budget for the 2023-24 school 
year. Funding comes from 
state and local taxes, as well 
as federal grants. He also re-
ported that over the past four 
years, the school system has 

been able to save $50,000 per 
year for a total of $200,000.

Additionally, the esti-
mated levy returns for the 
county schools increased by 
$200,000. “When property 
values rise, this happens,” 
Mowery noted.

Charles Hedrick, super-
intendent, then stated that 
“you have my recommenda-
tion to approve the budget, 
which they then did.”

The board then discussed 
bus replacement. At this 
point, federal policies have 
created an issue where tra-
ditional heavy vehicles have 
become scarce. The ordered 
bus may take a year to ar-
rive. 

In addition to a new bus, 
the board also purchased a 
new set of radios for the fleet 
at a cost of $100,000. Fund-
ing sources will reimburse 
the county up to 95 percent 
of the total cost in two years. 
The payment agreement al-
lows them to be paid in four. 

Mowery then revealed 
county-by-county statistics 
on school system pay rates. 
Fifteen counties in the state, 
including Pendleton, do not 
have a levy that adds to 
salaries. The highest teacher 
salaries are seen in Monon-
gahela. Their teachers earn 
a base pay of almost $61,000. 
Pendleton teachers receive 
$55,270. Support staff in 
Monongahela receive $3,790 
while the 15 counties with no 
levy get $3,207.  Mowery ex-
plained that the cost of living 
differences makes the gaps 
between counties much less 
significant than they appear.

Next the board discussed 
facilities upgrades, starting 
with the new alternative 
education building. Travis 
Heavner explained, “Hope-
fully next week, we’ll get to 
take out that old building.” 
Students will be moved to 
an empty classroom for the 
remainder of the year. 

Half of the new building 
is ready, but transportation 
issues continue to bedevil the 
project. “We are at a stand-
still trying to find someone 
to get the building,” Heavner 
said. A recent issue that 
emerged lies in the height of 
the building. Many stand-
ard trucks combined with 
the size of the structure, 
combined together have too 
much height to exit the pris-
on gate at Huttonsville. The 
margin is a mere two inches, 
which may require a creative 
solution to shipping.

Responding to a suggestion 
that the board employ firms 
that sell and move homes, 
Heavner said they “can’t 
move it because of insurance 
purposes. They can only 
move what they sell.” He 
stated that the project may 
not be done until mid-July.

Finally, the board heard an 
update on the COPS grant 
that funds security equip-
ment in the schools. Even-
tually, the system will enjoy 
district wide paging, new 
intercoms in all four schools, 
upgraded access control, and 
camera systems.

“Security cameras will be 
upgraded in all schools and 
the bus garage,” Heavner 
said.
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Saturday, June 3 • 11 a.m.

Pendleton County High School Gymnasium
 (doors open at 10:30 a.m.)

Admission - $5 per person (kids under 2 free)

Annual

Showcases
Presenting

Raymond’s Gymnastics

A 
 N 
  D

Saturday, June 3 • 9 a.m. - ?
Seneca Rocks Firehouse

Camping Item Basket & Kid’s Summer/Pool Basket
To Be Raffled Off ~ Drawing June 17

Baskets will be on display and tickets available at the sale.
Proceeds go to Bible Missionary Church

Moe Fatz

134 N. Main St., Franklin (beside Korner Shop)
304-902-7101

Thursday/Friday • 3 - 8 p.m.
Saturday • Noon - 8 p.m.

Sunday • 1 - 7 p.m.
**Ice Cream Available Daily**

Saturdays/Sundays ONLY — Small Bites
(Hot Dog w/Chili, Hamburgers, Shrimp Tacos and More)

NRA Foundation Awards 
$2,200 to County 4-H

The National Rifle Associa-
tion Foundation has awarded 
the Pendleton County 4-H 
Shooting Sports Program 
a grant totaling $2,200 to 
fund the purchase of new 
archery equipment for the 
summer camping program 
and countywide shootings 
sports program.

“We are very excited about 
this grant money that will 
be helping youth across the 
county,” said Brooke Alt, 
Pendleton County 4-H Agent. 
“And pleased that the NRA is 

making an investment in our 
community.”

Each summer, Pendleton 
County 4-H Camp hosts 
county youth who are in-
terested in learning about 
a variety of topics, some 
of which include shooting 
sports. There are trained 
instructors for air pistol, air 
rifle, and shotgun. Darrell 
Bodkin, an instructor, has 
dedicated many years to the 
archery classes during 4-H 
camp.

“He was a great asset to 

our programming over the 
years, but decided to step 
away to enjoy retirement 
and focus on family,” said 
Alt. “We are currently seek-
ing new instructors for our 
archery program, which will 
have 10 brand new bows and 
equipment to be used year-
round.”

Training for shooting 
sports instructors is held 
twice a year at West Virginia 
University Jackson’s Mill. 
The next training opportu-
nity will be held this fall. 

Original Recipes Sought for 
Birthday Punch Contest

First Lady Cathy Jus-
tice has announced that 
her office will be hosting 
a West Virginia Birthday 
Punch Contest in honor of 
the state’s 160th birthday.

West Virginia residents 
are invited to create and 
submit an original (non-
alcoholic) punch recipe. The 
top-prize winning recipe will 
be served at this year’s West 
Virginia Day Celebration at 
the Culture Center in Char-
leston on June 20.

Participants may enter 
online at https://governor.
wv.gov/News/press-releas-
es/2023/Pages/First-Lady-
Justice-announces-West-
Virginia-Birthday-Punch-

Contest.aspx.
“For generations, punch 

has always been a beloved 
drink at parties and fam-
ily gatherings throughout 
West Virginia, and what 
better way to celebrate our 
state’s birthday than with 
a delicious punch contest,” 
Justice said. “We encourage 
everyone to participate and 
share their creative punch 
recipes. The Governor and 
I look forward to tasting the 
recipes and selecting a win-
ner that embodies the spirit 
of West Virginia!”

The recipe can be inspired 
by WV colors, Appalachian 
flavors, or family punch 
recipes.

Recipe submissions must 
include a list of ingredients, 
the recipe and the amount of 
people the recipe serves.

In addition, participants 
may suggest special garnish 
to be added to their punch, 
give details about their rec-
ipe, and tell why it is the 
best punch to honor West 
Virginia’s birthday.

One grand prize winner 
will be selected and addi-
tional prizes will be awarded 
during the West Virginia 
birthday celebration on June 
20.

The deadline for submis-
sions is June 9. 

Open House Scheduled 
11-2 at the AMI Farm 

The Allegheny Mountain 
Institute Farm at Augusta 
Health in Fishersville, Vir-
ginia, is hosting an open 
house from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday for commu-
nity members and families 
to share in season’s harvest. 
Rain date is June 10.

The Allegheny Mountain 
Institute farmers and educa-
tors will be providing farm 
tours at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to share 
information about the natu-
rally grown practices the 
farm uses and where the food 
goes to promote patient and 
community-wide health. 

There will be activities for 
all ages, farm tours, farm 
stand with free tastings and 
an opportunity to learn about 
Allegheny Mountain Insti-
tute programming. 

For children, AMI is host-
ing a scavenger hunt and 
teaching how to pot seedlings 
for children to take home 
with them. 

The goal of the open house 
is for Allegheny Mountain In-
stitute to share the joy of the 
season with the community 
and spread the word about 
how it supports schools, 
hospitals, and organizations 

integrate farming, nutritious 
vegetables, and related edu-
cation into food systems and 
outreach initiatives.

The AMI Farm at Augusta 
Health is located at 315 Mule 
Academy Rd. Fishersville, 
Virginia. 

The AMI Farm at Augusta 
Health is a program of Al-
legheny Mountain Institute, 
an educational nonprofit 
organization with the mis-
sion to cultivate healthy 
communities through food 
and education. For more in-
formation, please visit www.
amifellows.org.

PCH/MS April students of the month are, from left, Katelyn Hedrick, Emma Daughtry and Trace 
Lambert.

Daughtry, Hedrick, Lambert Named 
PCH/MS Students of  the Month

Emma Daughtry, Katelyn 
Hedrick and Trace Lambert 
have been named outstand-
ing students of the month for 
April at Pendleton County 
High/Middle School.

A senior, Daughtry is the 
April Academic Student 
of the Month. She is the 
daughter of Darren and Ann 
Daughtry of Riverton. She is 
currently studying computer 
repair at South Branch Ca-
reer and Technical Center 
where she received SBCTC 

Student of the Quarter. She 
enjoys art and working on 
the family farm. She plans 
to attend West Virginia Wes-
leyan to study environmental 
science to become a wildlife 
biologist. 

Hedrick, a junior, is the 
James Huffman Responsible 
Student of the Month. She 
is a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Pend-
leton County High School 
softball and volleyball teams. 
She works as a lifeguard 

at the Franklin Town Pool. 
She plans to continue her 
education to become an ul-
trasound technician. She is 
the daughter of Donald and 
Amber Hedrick of Franklin.

The Pendleton County 
Middle School Student of the 
Month is Trace Lambert. He 
is the son of Chris and Penny 
Lambert of Franklin. He 
loves all types of hunting. In 
the future, he would like to 
be a taxidermist or work in 
construction.  

Everett Allen Lee 
Brennan

Kaitlyn Lantz and Jef-
frey Brennan of Petersburg 
are announcing the birth 
of their son, Everett Allen 
Lee Brennan, on April 24 at 
Grant Memorial Hospital in 

Petersburg.
He weighed seven pounds 

eight ounces and 20.5 inches 
long. 

The maternal grandpar-
ents are Michael and Victo-
ria Lantz of Circleville.

Maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Roy Lee and Debo-

rah Judy of Circleville and 
Mary Ruth Raines of Snowy 
Mountain. 

Paternal grandparents are 
Russell and Cindy Brennan 
of Lahmansville.

Paternal great-grandpar-
ent is Wayne Swick. 

Blown Away Salon 
Opens On Main Street

Hailey Haynes, a recent arrival from Alaska, said at her chamber of commerce ribbon cutting that she 
and her husband were “blown away” by the friendly reception toward them and her new salon on Main 
Street in Franklin. Pictured from left are Brooke Alt, Haynes, Elizabeth Scott, and Chelsea Simmons.

Thank You For Reading
The Pendleton Times
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Our Sincere Thanks
The family of Tim Rodgers would like to thank all our

extended families, relations, neighbors and friends who 
showed, helped and supported us prior to and after the
celebration of life. In so many ways, for which we are really 
appreciative. Thank you to Pastor Phillip Marcum for the 
beautiful service. Tonya for the lovely music and the ladies of 
the church for the dinner. Special Thank You to the Pendle-
ton County Rescue Squad, Mike Alt and Will Hedrick.

The Rodgers Family

Doug Richmond, PS
Land Surveyor

40 years of experience
in large and small projects

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S

Head Waters, VA 24442
Home 540-396-4862 • Cell 540-373-4045

CIRCLEVILLE - Old 2-story farm house on +/- .5 AC, 5 BR 1.5 BA, new 
roof, public water, fenced yard, also old country store bldg. Close to 
Seneca Rocks, Spruce Knob, Canaan Valley and Snowshoe. $250,000 
REDUCED $220,000. PRICED TO SELL. Call Gene.

Gene Boggs, Associate Broker 304-358-7982
Kathy Sponaugle 304-668-3283                           Angie Nelson 304-358-2524

McConnell. Armstrong said 
of McConnell that “he’s al-
ways thankful of veterans 
and has worked to help 
veterans.”

McConnell  opened by 
sharing that he had writ-
ten a four-page speech on 
the origins of the day, but 
had received that morning 
a text of President Ronald 
Reagan’s 1983 Memorial 
Day address. He decided 
to read President Reagan’s 
words instead “because he 
described the ‘why.’”

Before starting, he stated 
that the day is for the “rec-
ognition of the people who 
have gone before . . . the 
world has never known an 
equal to what we know in 
this country today.”

From those words came “I 
don’t have to tell you how 
fragile this precious gift of 
freedom is. Every time we 
hear, watch, or read the 
news, we are reminded that 
liberty is a rare commodity 
in this world.”

McConnel l  a lso  said , 
“These things are probably 
more important today than 
they were in 1983.”

Next came the reading 
of the names of the fallen. 
Allen Moats read off the 
names of those taken in 
World War I. Armstrong 
said prior to introducing 
Steven O’ Toole’s reading 
from World War II that 
“bear with him. It’s his 
first time and there’s a 
long list.”

Daniel  Roberson and 
James Koontz read from 
the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars, respectively.

Downs then returned to 
offer the closing prayer and 
blessing of the picnic lunch, 
sharing “bless this food 
for the nourishment of our 
bodies and enlightenment 
of our minds.”

Finally came the laying of 
the wreath and a moment 
of silence in lieu of “Taps” 
since no bugle player could 
attend.

Attendees then lined up 
to share a freshly grilled 
lunch of hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Hot dogs came 
with homemade chili sauce. 
An impressive spread of 
fresh made and delicious 
d e s s e r t s  a l s o  g r e e t e d 

guests. 
At the front of the shel-

ter, just to the left of the 
speakers, hung a display of 
“Our Boys.” These five very 
young men, Paul Smith, 
Roscoe Eckard,  Oather 
Simmons, Frank Pitsen-
barger, and Leo Mitchell, 
left Sugar Grove to fight 
for freedom in World War 
II. All died in action within 
10 months of each other. 

D o w n s  s h a r e d  t h a t 
“they’re local guys. Three 
of them are related to me.” 
He pointed out that the 
sister of one of the “boys” 
was in attendance that day. 

“They grew up here in 
Sugar Grove,” he said, then 
added that when they first 
established the VFW Post 
for Sugar Grove, they de-
cided to name it in honor of 
all five young men.”

“Our Boys” were not just 
neighbors, but family to 
the whole community, then 
and now. It is most fitting 
that their legacy remain 
remembered as a way to 
also honor the rest.

Memorial Day, VFW Post 9666

work for the skilled mem-
bers of the tactical team.

Frank said that the squad 
lay within close distance to 
popular attractions such 
as Eagle Rock and Reeds 
Creek, as well as Seneca 
and Nelson Rocks not too 
much farther distant.

“I haven’t had a rock 
rescue per se for the past 
few years,” Frank said, 
“but we’re way overdue for 
that.”

Before the team even 
ascends the stairs, Frank 
performs an equipment 
check .  Team members 
climb into gear that must 
buckle and fit as tightly 
as possible. This includes 
special belts, harnesses, 
helmets, gloves, and more. 
As their lieutenant pulls 
at belts and makes sure 
buckles remain secure, he 
explains that wearing the 
tactical gear wrongly can 

cause anything from seri-
ous discomfort to possible 
injury. 

Worn properly, it could 
also save their lives.

He checks both rookies 
and veterans to make sure 
the gear is right, then al-
lows his own to get checked 
as well.

The gear itself may soon 
form an obstacle to efficient 
and effective rescues. As 
Frank explains, “our gear 
is at the end of its life 
span.” He expects to have 
to go to the board to request 
funds to pay for replace-
ments.

“Everything in EMS has 
a life span,” he said. Then 
he added that one problem 
lies in buying items in bulk, 
then having the equipment 
all hit its life span at the 
same time, rather than 
when purchases get stag-
gered over time.

Once the team gets to 
the top of the building, 
the rookies go first. Team 
member Tyler Arbaugh 
stepped to the edge of the 
building where the safety 
railing opens up for repel-
ling practice.

Frank encouraged him, 
saying ‘when you take that 
first step, just go a little bit 
at a time.” Then he added a 
touch of first responder gal-
lows humor, saying “nice 
knowing ya pal!”

Arbaugh shook off the 
nerves quickly as Frank 
and Waggy talked him 
down through a mostly 
routine task.

“Pretty nervous,”  Ar-
baugh said when asked 
about his experience. “It’s 
going to take a little bit to 
get used to it.”

“I  feel  good now,” he 
smiled.

County EMS Tactical Training

grand prize of a one night 
stay for two at Petersburg’s 
Hermitage Inn, along with 
dinner for two at the Tap-
house. The room will have 
a gift basket filled with 
donated items from local 
businesses. 

All art will be sold at a 
later event to raise need-
ed funds for the senior 
center and its operations. 
Slowinski said that she was 
working with Elizabeth 
Scott, executive director 
of the Pendleton County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
on the best way to sell the 
projects.

For at least the past dec-
ade, senior services across 
the state have experienced 

budget crises. When the 
State Legislature voted to 
raise the minimum wage 
several years ago, it did not 
give extra support to senior 
services already struggling 
to pay staff. The recent 
inflation hikes, especially 
on food and fuel, have also 
forced organizational cut 
backs.

Slowinski explained that 
“we have to halt the popu-
lar ‘grab and go’ lunch pro-
gram.” This allowed seniors 
with restrictive schedules 
to pick up prepared meals 
to take home or eat on the 
go. “Funds can only cover 
that until June 16,” she 
added.

“We feed vulnerable sen-

iors, seniors who may need 
to make a decision between 
meals at the senior center 
and other basic necessi-
ties,” Slowinski said.

Experts also agree that 
seniors benefit from activi-
ties that bring them out to 
the centers. This helps 
seniors to stay more active, 
healthier, and allows staff 
to identify when some may 
be struggling.

Slowinski stated that 
proceeds from the art con-
test would support nutri-
tion and transportation 
programs with the center.

Senior Center Pallet Contest

Pendleton County Chamber of  
Commerce Discusses Success 
Of  Trout Fest and Commence 
Planning Other 2023 Events

By Stephen Smoot

On the heels of one of the 
most successful incarna-
tions of Trout Fest yet, a 
jubilant Pendleton County 
Chamber of  Commerce 
board held its May monthly 
meeting.

Elizabeth Scott, execu-
tive director, shared that 
“Trout Fest was a finan-
cial success. I’ve already 
got my wheels turning for 
next year.” She added that 
“there were a lot of in-kind 
sponsorships,” then gave 
examples such as a bro-
chure provided in exchange 
for a sponsorship. Also, 
Greer donated funds to pay 
for the fish.

She also discussed a po-
tential added sponsor for 
next year. An attendee who 
also works for the Bass Pro 
Shops corporate office sug-
gested that the chamber 
reach out to that company. 
In Scott’s discussions with 
the representative, she 
learned that the company 
issues community support 
grants. One of the restric-
tions, however, was that 
the money could not be 
used to fund contest prizes. 
Efforts to include children 
and veterans, however, are 
strongly encouraged.

Scott addressed some 
confusion expressed in the 
community over unpaid 
prizes. She explained that 
the grand prize money was 
not given to Trout Fest, but 
that the donor would only 
pay the prize if someone 
caught the winning tag. 
Since that did not happen, 
the donor kept the money.

Due to the confusion, 
Scott said that they would 
look at different ideas. 
“We want to give out the 
money,” she said, “that’s 

one of the draws. Marshals 
reported that 22 of 156 to-
tal fish caught had winner 
tags affixed to them.

Scott reported concerns 
shared by Franklin town 
councilman Bruce Minor. 
Minor had advised in the 
May town council meeting 
that foot traffic up and 
down the road, especially 
children, mixed too much 
with automobiles travers-
ing the area. He suggested 
that construction cones and 
other safety measures be 
considered to prevent pos-
sible accidents.

Another Trout Fest re-
lated success story came 
in the pageants. “Everyone 
thought our pageant was 
run well,” Scott reported. 
She also expressed pride 
in the winner, Jenna Biggs, 
saying that “our queen has 
been active as well, going 
around the community pro-
moting Trout Fest.”

Discussion turned to the 
Trout Fest dinner on Fri-
day night. “We purchased 
most of the food locally,” 
she said. The chamber also 
saved money by purchasing 
decorations with a generic 
theme that can be reused 
at other events, such as 
the chamber dinner in 
November. The board also 
discussed some attendees’ 
desire to have fried fish, 
but the problem with that 
lies in the fact that frying 
fish involves more labor. 
Currently, they do not have 
enough volunteers to han-
dle the extra work involved 
in frying the trout. Board 
member Brooke Alt, who 
also took on a great deal of 
work helping to organize 
and run the festival, said, 
“People in the community 
said the fish tasted really 
good.”

Kristin Dingess, presi-
dent of the chamber of com-
merce board of directors, 
said to Scott, “Thank you 
for everything. Thank you 
for walking 17 miles and 
never sitting down. People 
came because of your hard 
work.”

After the Trout Fest up-
date and discussion, the 
board turned to the im-
portant work of bringing 
on Laura Hageman from 
Swilled Dog as a new mem-
ber. The operations man-
ager of the Upper Tract 
distillery said “I love Eliza-
beth’s vision for the com-
munity. It’s an amazing 
community and I want to 
help.” 

Scott told Hageman, “It’s 
really good to have you. 
I know you have a lot of 
energy too.”

Looking ahead,  Scott 
opened discussion about 
future  events  through 
the year. She exclaimed, 
“We packed the house last 
year,” but wanted to see 
even more attendance. The 
chamber dinner in 2022 
filled almost every seat at 
Swilled Dog, but Scott sug-
gested opening the build-
ing’s large garage door, 
erecting a party tent, and 
bringing in heaters for the 
pre-Thanksgiving event.

In their May meeting, the Pendleton County Chamber of Commerce reviewed Trout Fest. Pictured are 
fishermen lining the Dickenson Mountain Road bridge in Franklin just after the start of the trout rodeo.

Visit Pendletontimes.com
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•If you are building a new house; cabin; farm buildings; 
poultry houses; single or double wide homes; resi-
dential buildings or prefab buildings or adding addi-
tions to an existing house or structure please stop by 
the county assessor’s office located in the courthouse 
and obtain a building permit before constructing or

 adding onto your property. A building permit must 
be obtained before construction begins in order not to

 receive a penalty or fine mandated by the county
 commission. There is no cost for the building permits.
•If you are in a flood zone area, contact the flood coor-

dinator Bruce Minor at 304-358-3889 before building.
•If you are building a dwelling, you will need a
 septic system permit or drilling a well, contact the
 county sanitarian Brooke Hott at 304-358-7565.
•If you are adding electric to a structure you will need 

to contact Mon Power at 1-800-686-0022.

Reminder before building
in Pendleton County

Things you will need to know:

Questions contact the Assessor’s Office staff or
Sandie H Smith, Assessor of Pendleton

 at 304-358-2563.

Ben Botkin Memorial
TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL
Saturday • June 3 @ 6:00 pm

Highland Co. Fairgrounds 
Monterey, Virginia

“Mountain Boyz Motorsports”

Any questions, contact:
Aaron Sponaugle  
540-280-2029

Food Available by
Puff’s BBQ

Gates Open @ 2 pm
$1500 Gate Fee
10 under FREE

•Assorted Horse Tack
including a Wintec dressage saddle and a NEW
Endurance saddle, bridles, pads, blankets, etc.

•Rough Sawn Seasoned Cherry Lumber
4x4x9, 5x5x8, 41 boards 8” wide x 8’; 

20 boards 9” to 16” wide x 8’ live edge

•135 feet Antique Victorian Iron Fence
4 - 8’ sections; 13 - 7’ sections; 1- 6’ section; 2 - 3’ gates

Pam & Dave Sharpes ~ 304-799-6298
davepamsharpes@frontier.com

SPECIAL NOTICES

NOTICE
RECOVERY CELE-
BRATION Saturdays 
at 6 p.m., Fairview- 
Bethel United Meth-
odist Church, Siple 
Mountain Road, Fort 
Seybert. (signed cred-
it available) Meet–
Greet–Eat.    5-12-tfnWANTED

* P A I N T I N G * 
33 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
etc. and Pressure 
Washing, Interior 
Painting. Call Ron-
nie Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.    2/9x11/2p 

FOR SALE
CLOCK CLEANING/
REPAIR. Call any-
time 304-358-7521.
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.

FOR RENT

GARAGE SALE 603 
High Street, Friday 
& Saturday, June 2 
& 3, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
G o l d  a n d  s i l v e r 
coins, men’s hunt-
ing clothes, men’s 
& women’s clothing 
(size med.), knife col-
lection, many odds & 
ends.              5-25-2p

YARD SALES

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

“NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING”

The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection has scheduled 
a public meeting on June 
15, 2023, at 9:30 am to 
discuss the Draft Fiscal 

Year 2024 Intended Use 
Plan for the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund Pro-
gram (CWSRF).  A part of 
the Intended Use Plan is 
the Fiscal Year 2024 Prior-
ity List.  The meeting will 
take place in person at the 
WV DEP’s Headquarters 
in Charleston, WV.  An op-
tion to attend remotely or 
call-in is below.  A copy of 
the draft Fiscal Year 2024 
Intended Use Plan is avail-
able, and may be requested 
by calling, writing, or send-
ing an email request to 
the address below.  The 
plan can also be viewed on 
DEP’s web site.

Contact

Katheryn Emery
WV Department of

Environmental Protection
Division of Water & Waste 

Management
Clean Water State

Revolving Fund
601 57th Street, SE

Charleston, WV  25304
(304) 926-0499 Ext. 43830

Katheryn.D.Emery
@wv.gov

Google Meeting
information

https://meet.google.com/
tkd-hsoo-arb

Dial in number:
1-910-302-3018

PIN:  104 878 179#
5-25-2c

Fans of the Warner’s 
Drive-In Flock to Its 
Opening in Fast and 
Furious Fashion

By Stephen Smoot

“This is the best thing really, beyond our hiking trails.” So 
says Roxanne Arbaugh from North Fork about the season 
opening of the Warner’s Drive-In theater. 

Cars streamed in as the sun dropped behind the mountain 
with families and others excited to see the latest installment 
of the blockbuster Fast and Furious franchise. Spaces on the 
hillside filled up quickly as patrons arrived.

Arbaugh explained that the county needs more venues that 
entertain kids and offer opportunities to participate, saying 
“they’re not being utilized to their potential.”

Dr. King Seegar, who works with the non profit that oper-
ates the theater, looked at the patrons arriving and said, “We 
want the whole cross section of the community here.”

Attendees were greeted by, as Seegar described, “a won-
derful team of high school students taking money.” Patrons 
noticed that the volunteers held small electronic gadgets 
to take payment as easily and efficiently as cash, replacing 
the old paper and ticket system. Others worked to sell 50/50 
tickets for cash prizes handed out later.

As the skies slowly darkened, older children reignited the 
tradition of touch football and other games played directly in 
front of the stage.  On this night, kids from North Fork played 
everyone else. No final score was reported from the loosely 
contested game, but laughs and shouts of delight filled the air. 

Such a scene delights members of the Warner family still 
involved with the 71-year-old “icon” as Dr. Seegar describes it. 
“It gives me immense pleasure and joy,” said Jessica Warner 
Basagic, “watching our youth come together and form that 
socialization bond between complete strangers.”

“You will see kids of all ages from toddlers to teenagers 
networking and forming that fellowship,” she added. Basagic 
remembered the thrill of coming as a child, saying, “Coming to 
the drive-in for me was always a magical experience whether 
it was the first time or the hundredth time.”

Most come for the movies, but many also come for the 
Warner’s Drive-In’s legendary snack bar. Even before one en-
ters, the aroma of fresh and delicious food hooks a patron like 
a trout and reels them in. The first sight as one walks in the 
door is a veritable forest of perfectly golden and crispy crinkle 
cut fries, followed by foil wrapped hot dogs and hamburgers. 

As patrons hit the register, they are asked if they would 
like chili on their hot dog. What they get is a deliciously sweet 
sauce with just enough spiciness to make it exciting. And 
one of the last food options is a serving tree full of differently 
flavored and fresh baked cupcakes.

While Pendleton County is excited about the drive-in as 
is, much more exciting news is heading this way. “We have 
a major grant coming in July 1,” says Dr. Seegar. The board 
plans to build a stage in the front of the screen that could be 
used for musical acts, even on movie nights. It could also host 
theater, even Shakespearean productions.

Basagic also shared that “I take pride in knowing that my 
family created this historic landmark for families to experi-
ence for years to come.”

“A family legacy is a hope for the future,” she said.

FSU Releases 
Honor Lists

Seven Pendleton County students have been honored for 
their academic achievement after completing the spring 
semester at Fairmont State University in Fairmont.

Achieving a perfect 4.0 grade point average and named 
to the President’s List were Joshua Alt, Brooklyn Aumann, 
Cameron Kisamore and Rachel Loudermilk.

Named to the Dean’s List with a 3.4 or better grade point 
average were Brandy Bowers, Makailyn Ruddle and Brooke 
Walls.

Don’t Let an Outdoor Meal 
Become a Feast for Bacteria

As summer approaches, millions of Americans will hit 
the road to visit national parks, beaches and campgrounds. 
While packing that sunblock, bug spray and picnic blanket, 
make sure to also take some U.S. Department of Agriculture 
food safety tips along for the ride.

“USDA reminds summer travelers not to let your outdoor 
meal become a feast for bacteria,” said Dr. Emilio Esteban, 
USDA under secretary for food safety. “Bacteria grows 
faster during the summer months because it’s warmer and 
more humid. Pack perishable foods safely with a cold source 
and wash your hands thoroughly while preparing food.”

Keep these safety tips in mind while planning summer 
getaways:

Avoid the Danger Zone
Food that is between the temperatures of 40° F and 140° 

F is in the Danger Zone and only has a limited time before 
it becomes a food safety risk.

•Remember to refrigerate perishable food within two 
hours, and within one hour if it’s a hot day (above 90° F).

•Keep cold foods at 40° F or below by keeping food nestled 
in ice on the picnic table or kept in a cooler until ready to 
serve.

•Keep hot foods at 140° F or above by placing food in 
warming trays or on the grill.

•Divide leftovers into smaller portions, place them inside 
small containers and keep them in a cooler below 40° F.

Safety on the Road
•Ensure the cooler is fully stocked with ice or frozen cold 

sources that can help keep perishable foods safe.
•Pack beverages in one cooler and perishable food in an-

other cooler. The beverage cooler may be opened frequently, 
causing the temperature inside the cooler to fluctuate and 

become unsafe for perishable foods.
•Once outside, place the cooler in the shade.
•Full coolers will keep perishable foods cold and safe for 

longer than half full ones.
•Fill extra space in the cooler with more ice. A person 

can pack foods when they are frozen to maintain a cold 
temperature.

Camping and Backpacking
If a person is camping or backpacking for more than a 

day, plan ahead for when the cold sources run out. Consider 
packing shelf stable items that don’t need to be kept cold.

Shelf stable options include: pre-packaged, shelf-stable 
meals, peanut butter in plastic jars, concentrated juice 
boxes, canned tuna, ham, chicken and beef, dried noodles 
and soups, beef jerky and other shelf-stable meats, dehy-
drated foods, whole or dried fruits, nuts and powdered milk 
and fruit drinks.

Wash One’s Hands
Wash one’s hands before meals.
•If running water is available, follow proper handwash-

ing steps to stop bacteria from spreading from one’s hands 
to one’s meal. Make sure to wet hands, lather with soap, 
scrub for 20 seconds, rinse and dry.

•If no running water is available, use hand sanitizer or 
moist towelettes that contain at least 60 percent alcohol.

•Do not use water from streams and rivers. The water is 
untreated and not safe for drinking.

For more food safety information, call the USDA Meat 
and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-MPHotline (1-888-674-6854), 
email MPHotline@usda.gov or chat live at ask.usda.gov 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through 
Friday.

Foster Parents Needed 
For Older Youth

The West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Resources, Bureau for Social Services emphasizes the 
need for certified foster families for older youth. In West 
Virginia, nearly half of youth entering foster care are 
9 - 17 years old. Twenty-seven percent of those children 
are between the ages of 13 and 17 years old.

“Many youth in the 13-17 range can thrive in a home 
environment, and it is important that there is a suf-
ficient number of certified foster families and kinship 
caregivers willing to open their homes to older youth,” 
said Cammie Chapman, DHHR’s deputy secretary for 
child and adult services.

For the first quarter of 2023, there were on average 
1,427 certified foster homes in West Virginia. Only 25% 
of these homes reported a willingness to accept youth 
ages 13 or older.

“The primary purpose of foster care is to reunite 
the child with their family by providing interventions 
whenever safely possible,” said Chapman. “Individuals 
can make an impact by providing stable housing and 
resources for children and families as they work toward 
reunification.”

Mission West Virginia is the first point of contact 
for individuals interested in becoming a West Virginia 
foster parent, and also works with child placing agen-
cies to facilitate matches between families and children 
in West Virginia. To learn more about foster care and 
relative/kinship care certification and resources, con-
tact Mission West Virginia at www.missionwv.org or 
1-866-CALL-MWV (1-866-225-5698).

To view and apply for careers in the child welfare 
field, visit dhhr.wv.gov/Pages/Career-Opportunities.
aspx. Individuals currently enrolled in a bachelor’s or 
master’s social work program may receive tuition assist-
ance. For more information, email DHHREAP@wv.gov 
or call 304-558-6700.

Program on Snakes 
To Be Presented

Seneca Rocks Discovery Center, in cooperation with 
Eastern National Forests Interpretive Association, be-
gins the summer with a program on snakes.

Beginning at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Seneca Shad-
ows Campground Amphitheater, Roy Moose, a forest 
service volunteer will present his Snakes of West Vir-
ginia program. Attendees will learn about these misun-
derstood creatures and have an opportunity to interact 
with live snakes.

The program is free and one does not need to be a 
guest of the campground to attend.

In case of inclimate weather, program will be moved 
to the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center.

For more information call 304-567-2827.
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HEATING/COOLING

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 006661

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

The Town of Franklin

Applications available at the Town Office in Franklin.

Deadline to apply is June 2.

Maintenance Position
is seeking applications for a full-time

Duties include water and sewer utility maintenance, 
as well as general maintenance and trash truck work. 
Equipment operator experience a plus, as well as CDL.

Benefits available.
Wages based on experience.  

Administrative Position Available

Region 8 Planning and Development Council
Monitor/Fiscal Administrator

The Area Agency Monitor performs mid-level professional exter-
nal auditing/monitoring and compliance reviews of agency grants 
and contracts in the following areas: general accounting, external 
auditing, budget/administration, grants management, financial anal-
ysis, statutory accounting and compliance with accounting/audit-
ing guidelines and procedures. The work may require considerable 
travel.

This position requires a bachelor’s degree from an accredited col-
lege or university with at least 6 semester hours in accounting. The 
position also requires at least one year of full-time or equivalent 
part-time paid professional experience in statutory accounting. A 
master’s degree in accounting may substitute for the required expe-
rience. Relevant experience in accounting/auditing may substitute 
for attained degree if deemed applicable.

Interested individuals should submit a letter of interest to
 Terry Lively, Executive Director of the Region 8 PDC

131 Providence Lane, Petersburg, WV 26847.
Deadline for application is June 15.

The Region 8 PDC is an Equal Opportunity Employer

is accepting applications for the position of
Upper Potomac Area Agency on Aging (UPAAA)

Monitor/Fiscal Administrator

PENDLETON COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED
REVENUES AND  EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED 
JUNE 30, 2024

STATE OF WEST  VIRGINIA,

PENDLETON COUNTY,  to wit:

In accordance with West Virginia Code §11-8-12 as 
amended, the PENDLETON County Board of Education 
proceeded to make an estimate of the amounts neces-
sary to be raised by a levy of taxes for the 2023-2024 
fiscal year, and doth determine and estimate the several 
amounts to be as follows:

The amount due and the amount that will become 
due and collectible from every source during the 
fiscal year INCLUDING THE LEVY OF TAXES, 
is as follows:

GENERAL CURRENT  EXPENSE FUND

Estimated revenues:

 Local Sources:
  Property taxes (Net of  allowances) .......$ 3,383,900 
  Other local sources ..................................  265,300
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools .................................  6,928,352 
 Retirement, Insurance, Retirement
   Liability .................................................  3,055,341 
  Other unrestricted ..................................  35,600
  Step 7 ......................................................  377,144 
 Local Share - Technology .........................  196,709
 Federal sources:
  Unrestricted ............................................  242,200

  Total estimated revenues .......................  14,484,546

  Estimated transfers in and other
   financing sources ..................................  60,000

  Estimated beginning balance ................  1,200,000

  Total estimated revenues, other financing
   sources, and beginning balance ...........$ 15,744,546

Estimated expenditures:

 Instruction ................................................$ 7,945,111
 Supporting services:
   Students ................................................  972,200 
   Instructional staff .................................  491,100 
   Central administration ........................  493,500
   School administration ..........................  546,600
   Central services/Personnel ..................  387,800 
   Operation and maintenance of
     facilities ...............................................  1,628,100 
   Student transportation ........................  1,832,934 
 Food services ............................................  31,200
 Community services .................................  18,000
 Debt service:
   Principal retirement .............................  37,000
   Interest and fiscal charges ...................  3,000
 
 Total estimated expenditures.. ................  14,386,545

 Total estimated transfers and other
   financing uses  ......................................  453,901

 Reserve for contingencies ........................  904,100

 Total estimated expenditures, other financing 
  uses, and reserves ..................................$ 15,744,546

PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT FUND

Estimated revenues:

 Local Sources ............................................$ -
 State Sources
   State aid to schools ...............................  -
   Other .....................................................
 Federal sources ........................................  -
 Miscellaneous sources

   Total estimated revenues .....................  -
   Total Beginning Balance ......................  -
   Estimated transfers in and other financing
        sources ................................................  50,000

   Estimated beginning balance ..............

   Total estimated revenues, other financing
      sources ................................................$ 50,000

Estimated expenditures:

 Instruction ................................................$ -
 Supporting services:
  Students ..................................................  
  Instructional staff ...................................  
  Central administration ..........................   
  School administration ............................   
  Business ..................................................  
 Food services ............................................  -
 Community services .................................
 Capital outlay ...........................................  50,000

  Total estimated expenditures ................  50,000
 
  Total estimated transfers and other financing
     uses .......................................................  -

  Total estimated expenditures and other
    financing uses ......................................$ 50,000

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND

Estimated revenues:
 
 Local Sources.. ..........................................$ - 
 State Sources:
  State aid to schools .................................  195,529 
 Federal sources ........................................  1,443,105

  Total estimated revenues .......................  1,638,634 
  Total Beginning Balance ........................  -
  Estimated transfers in and other financing
   sources ...................................................  207,192

  Total estimated revenues, other financing
   sources, and beginning balance ...........$ 1,845,826

Estimated expenditures:

 Instruction ................................................$ 803,326 
 Food services ............................................  1,026,400

  Total estimated expenditures.. ..............  1,829,726

  Total estimated  transfers and other
   financing uses  ......................................  16,100

 Total estimated expenditures, and other
   financing uses .......................................$ 1,845,826

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

PENDLETON County,  to wit:

I, Charles F. Hedrick, Secretary of the PENDLETON 
County Board of Education, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true copy of the proposed budget adopted 
by the board of education on the 16th day of May, 2023.

 Charles F. Hedrick
5-25-2c  Secretary of the Board of Education

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the following described tracts or lots of land in the County of PENDLETON have been certified by the Auditor of the State of West Virginia 
to G. Russell Rollyson, Jr., Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of said County, for sale at public auction. The lands will be offered for sale by the 
undersigned Deputy Commissioner at public auction in the Circuit Courtroom (2nd Floor) on the 26th of June, 2023 at 1:00 PM.

Each tract or lot as described below, will be sold to the highest bidder. The payment for any tract or lot purchased at a sale shall be made by check or money order pay-
able to the sheriff of the county and delivered before the close of business on the day of the sale. If any of said tracts or lots remain unsold after the auction, they will be 
subject to sale by the Deputy Commissioner without additional advertising or public auction. The deputy commissioner sale may include tracts of lots remaining unsold 
from a previous auction not required by law to be readvertised and described for this subsequent auction of those same tracts and lots. All sales are subject to the approval 
of the Auditor of the State of West Virginia.

CERT # SOLD TICKET NAME NAME 2 DESRIPTION DISTRICT AMOUNT DUE

2022-C-000004 2021 1331 TOURVILLE TORI M  1.09 ACS LOT#10 BETHEL $261.22

2022-C-000006 2021 4156 MAYS ZELMA S  PROPST GAP FRANKLIN $343.83

2022-C-000012 2021 7511 SHREVE MICHAEL J  .53 AC NORTH MILL CREEK MILL RUN $1,133.94

2022-C-000013 2021 9369 TIBERIUS ENTERPRISES  S FORK SUGAR GROVE $2,795.44

2022-C-000015 2021 10598 PROPST JEFFREY  ONEGO .7 AC UNION $1,193.72

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the sale by payment to the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the total amount of taxes, interest, and charges thereon up to date of redemption. Lands listed above as escheated or waste and unappropriated lands may not be 
redeemed. Payments must be received prior to the close of business the day prior to the land sale.

Given under my hands this 22nd of May, 2023.

      G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
6-1-3c      Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered lands of PENDLETON County

TRUSTEE’S SALE

OF

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE

The undersigned  Sub-
stitute Trustee will, by vir-
tue of authority vested in 
him by that certain Trust 
Deed dated June 23, 2021 
by and between WESLEY 
S. HAGGERTY and TIF-
FANI D. CORBIN  to G. 
James Cornett, Trustee, 
securing THE GRANT 
COUNTY BANK, in the 
payment of a certain Prom-
issory Note, said Note now 
in default, and said Trust 
Deed of record in the Office 
of the Clerk of the County 
Court of Pendleton  Coun-
ty, West Virginia, in Trust 
Deed Book 169  at page 
357,  on

Friday, June 16,  2023

beginning at 12:00 Noon, of 
that day at the front door 
entrance of the Pendleton 
County Courthouse, Fran-
klin, West Virginia, offer 
for sale at Public Auction 
to the highest bidder the 
following described real 
estate:

All of that certain tract 
or parcel of real estate, to-
gether with any and all im-
provements, rights of ways 
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, lying and 
situate in Union District, 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, on the Old Smith 
Mountain Road, being the 
residue of a 3-1/5 acre tract 
and now containing 0.9 
acre, more or less.

Said tract of real estate 
is the residue of that 3-1/5 
acre tract conveyed Bertha 
E. Dolly and Fred Dolly in 
that deed dated August 12, 
1958, and of record in the 
Pendleton County Clerk’s 
Office in Deed Book 79 at 
page 417.   Subsequently, 
Fred Dolly and Bertha Dol-
ly conveyed 2.3 acres out of 
the 3-1/5 acre tract in that 
deed dated November 17, 
1976, and of record in the 
Pendleton County Clerk’s 
Office in Deed Book 97 at 
page 430.

This being the same 
tract or parcel of real estate 
conveyed Wesley S. Hag-
gerty and Tiffani D. Corbin 
by Scott A. Whetzel, et ux., 
in that deed dated the 23rd  
day of June, 2021, and of 
record in the Pendleton 
County Clerk’s Office in 
Deed Book 216 at page 238.

The real estate is as-
sessed on the 2022 Pend-
leton County Land Records 
in Union District on Tax 
Map 8, Parcel 1.3.

Reference is hereby  
made to all instruments 
in the chain of title for any 
and all pertinent purposes.

The subject property 
will be sold in “AS IS” con-
dition.    The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the subject 
property to vacate said 
property. 

Said Substitute Trus-
tee was duly appointed by 
instrument dated May 18, 
2023 and of record in the 
Pendleton County Clerk’s 
Office in Trust Deed Book 

175 at page 515.
FEDERAL TAX LIEN: 

In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 
the property, the United 
States would have the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty within a period of  120 
days from the date of such 
sale or the period allowable 
for redemption under local 
law,  whichever is longer.

Pursuant to the Deed 
of Trust, the Substitute 
Trustee may postpone the 
sale by public announce-
ment at the time and place 
designated or by posting 
a notice of the same, and 
act by agent in the execu-
tion of the sale.  The par-
ties secured by the Deed of 
Trust reserve the right to 
purchase the property at 
such sale.

TERMS OF SALE

$5,000.00 on day of sale 
and balance upon closing, 
not to exceed thirty days.    
Announcements made at 
sale take precedence over 
any written notice or ad-
vertisement.  

Persons interested in 
the property may contact 
Beverly A. Scott, The Grant 
County Bank (304) 257-
4111, or  James Paul Geary 
II, 104 N. Main Street, 
Petersburg, West Virginia 
26847, (304) 257-4155.
   
   
JAMES PAUL GEARY II
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
P. O. BOX 218
PETERSBURG, WV
  26847
(304) 257-4155
                                   6-1-3c

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration 
of the following estates 
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, 100 S. Main 
Street, P. O. Box ll67, 
Franklin, West Virginia 
26807.  The names of the 
personal representatives 
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All persons on whom 
this notice is served who 
have objections that 
challenge the validity 
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal 
representative, venue, or 
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required 
to file their objections 
with this Commission 
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF THE NOTICE, which-
ever is later.

All creditors of the 
decedent(s) and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must 
file their claims with 
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. 

The date of the first 
publication of this Notice 
is June 1, 2023.  Deadline 
for claims is July 31, 
2023.
                                                                                 
Charles Lee Whetzel Es-
tate – Trevor L. Whetzel, 
Executor;
Lucy Pauline Hedrick 
Waggy Estate – Dennis 
Michael Waggy, Execu-
tor;
Ona L. Puffenbarger Es-
tate – Gary D. Puffen-
barger, Executor;
Mary V. Anderson Es-
tate – John L. Anderson, 
Executor;
Robbie Dean Martin Es-
tate – Terry W. Bennett, 
Administrator.

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on May 25, 
2023.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           6-1-2c

Classifieds and Legal
Advertisement

Continued on Page 8



Page 10 - June 1, 2023 - The Pendleton Times

CIRCLEVILLE AREA, 66.05 acres +/-, approximately 12 acres 
pasture, 51 acres wooded, secluded, easy access, stream and dug 
well, old homestead. $249,000.

278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807   

SGR296A 0.90 Acres w/1 Bedroom Townhouse w/Loft, 
Riverbend Gardens, Common area, HOA fee, Corner Unit. 
NEW LISTING $64,900.00. 
SGR290A 0.82 Acres, Raw Land located in Bethel Dis-
trict along US RT 33 East. Public Water available. NEW    
LISTING $15,000.00.
SGR289A 3.12 Acres w/2-3 Bed, 2 Bath Immaculate Manu-
factured Home. New Metal Roof, Detached guest quarters, 
Recently remodeled baths. NEW LISTING $249,000.00.
SGR287A 0.20 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Doublewide 
Home, close to local amenities. Franklin Corp., Pend-
leton County. NEW LISTING $129,900.00 REDUCED 
$100,000.00.
SGR284A 1.21 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located in 
Green Acres Sub. Franklin District, Pendleton County. 
NEW LISTING $229,000.00.
SGR634 2.7 Acres, Electric nearby, Septic, Public Water 
avail. $69,500.00. 
SGR278A 583 Acres w/2 Story, 4 Bdrm, 1 Bath                  
Farmhouse. Wood & Electric Heat, Well, adjoins National 
Forest, Native Trout Stream. Circleville District, Pendleton 
County, WV. NEW LISTING! $1,973,455.00.
SGR277A 17.81 Acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Home, 2-4 Car 
Garages, Hiking/ATV Trail, Well water w/deeded access 
to Spring. Sugar Grove District. Covenants & Restrictions 
apply. NEW LISTING $499,900.00.                   
SGR271-A 1.84 Acres, Potomac Heights Subdivision, 
Williams Rd., Franklin District, Pendleton County, WV. 
$14,000.00.
SGR270A 1.97 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Well,       
Septic, Sugar Grove District, Pendleton Cty. NEW                 
LISTING $99,000.00.
SGR264A 2.097 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 bath Brick Cape Cod, 
2 Car Detached Garage, Unfinished basement. Quiet 
neighborhood, conveniently located to town amenities. 
NEW LISTING $329,000.00.
SGR258B 3.42 Acres, w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home. Sugar 
Grove District, Falcon Lane. NEW LISTING $259,000.00.
SGR252A 81.01 Acres, more or less, Lot 7, Seneca 
Lookout, adjoins National Forest. Spring on property. 
North Fork hiking trail crosses. Union District. Covenants 
& Restrictions. NEW LISTING $519,000.00.
SGR246 242.36 Acres, more or less, w/5 Bed, 2-1/2 
Bath Contemporary Home as well as a Farmhouse on              
property. Pond, Magnificent Views. Conservation Ease-
ment. $998,700.00.
SGR245 0.96 Acres w/2 Bed, 1.5 Bath 1900’s                                    
Remodeled Cottage, Seneca Rocks. $249,900.00          
REDUCED $234,900.00.

SGR244 0.14 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 1,008 sq. ft. Home, 
Bonus Room, Metal Roof, Mini-Splits. Franklin Corp. 
$149,900.00. 
SGR241 60.24 Acres w/Cabin. Exceptional Views,      
Excellent Hunting w/Hunt Stands in place. Bathhouse, 
Electric Nearby, Cistern, Small pond. Close to National 
Forest. NEW LISTING $289,000.00.
SGR236 World Class View Overlooking Germany Valley! 
Log Cabin, 70.08 Acres, 2 bed, 2.5 Baths. Seneca Lookout. 
Some Restrictions.  $799,000.00.
SGR223 0.6673 Acres w/Spacious 3 Bed, 2 Bath Home, 
2090 sq. ft., 1 Car Detached Garage. Franklin Corp. NEW 
LISTING $329,000.00 REDUCED $299,000.00..
SGR216 0.662 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath, 908 sq. ft. Cabin   
located in close proximity to Brushy Fork Lake and Na-
tional Forest, Sugar Grove District. $79,900.00 REDUCED 
$74,500.00
SGR197 557.7 Ac., Raw Land, Excellent Hunting, 
Joins National Forest, No Utilities, Potential Food Plots,             
Watering Holes, Bldg. Sites w/Views. Milroy District, Grant 
County. $1,749,000.00.
SGR193 391.70 Acres, Hayfields, Pastureland, Native 
Brook Trout Stream, Marketable Timber, 360 deg. Views. 
Franklin District, Pendleton County. NEW LISTING 
$1,399,000.00.
SGR188 22.72 Ac., Raw Land, Hoover Mtn., Hunting, Bldg. 
Sites. $179,900.00.
SGR187 8.87 Ac., Raw Land, Hoover Mtn., Bldg. Sites, 
View. $79,900.00.
SGR156 15.97 Acres, Rolling Hills Estate, Electric nearby, 
Water available.Hardy County. $95,000.00. REDUCED 
$89,900.00.
SGR128 2-3 Bedroom Ranch w/Full Basement on 0.6386 
Acres, more or less, Moyers Gap Rd, Sugar Grove District. 
NEW LISTING $169,000.00 REDUCED $149,900.00.
SGR042 Five Unit Townhouse property located in         
Brandywine. Each unit has 2 Bdrms, 1.5 Baths, LR and 
Large Kitchen. Near National Forest for hunting and       
fishing. Perfect for retirement income, live in one and rent 
the others! $399,000.00. 
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.358.7610
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Laura B. Brown, Sales Agent  C 304.668.3952
Jeremy Harper, Sales Agent 304-521-5871
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304-851-3522

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2021 KIA RIO S 5-DR HATCHBACK, 1.6 4-cyl., auto., ldd., white, only 7K miles, like new cond. .........................................$19,900
2020 HYUNDAI SANTA DE SE,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., champagne, 53K miles ...............................................................................$25,900
2019 SUBARU LEGACY L AWD 4-DR SEDAN, 2.5 4-cyl., auto., ldd., light blue color, only 33K miles, ex. cond. ................$24,900
2019 SUBARU CROSSTREK PREMIUM AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., blue, only 47K miles, ex. cond. .......................................$28,900
2019 HONDA FIT 4-DR HATCHBACK, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., red, great MPG and only 43K miles ............. SPECIAL $17,900 $15,900
2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 106K highway miles ..................................................................$17,900
2018 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM AWD, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd, blue 102K miles, very sharp ....................................................$19,900
2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., black, 146K miles ................................................................................$16,900
2014 FORD EXPLORER AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 liter, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 170K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $14,900 $10,900
2005 FORD E-350 CARGO VAN, 6.0 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, only 134K miles ....................................................................$8,995
1997 FORD MUSTANG COBRA CONVERTIBLE, V-8, 5-spd., ldd., white, tan leather, only 49K miles, ex. cond. ...............$29,500

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2021 FORD E-450 34 FT MOTORHOME “Forest River Pkg.,” 7.3 gas V-8, auto., ldd., dual slide-outs, automatic leveling,
	 leather	couch	w/recliners,	flat	screen	TVs,	etc.,	only	6,000	miles .................................................................................................$79,500
2021 FORD F-150 “SHELBY SUPER SNAKE,” 2K miles, red, new condition .................................... SPECIAL $109,500 $104,900
2020 JEEP GLADIATOR 4X4 CREW CAB TK., V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 39K miles, very sharp ............. SPECIAL $44,900 $39,900
2018 TOYOTA TACOMA EXTRA CAB 4X4, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., white, one owner w/103K miles, ex. cond. ...........................$27,900
2016 FORD E-450 CARGO “ENCLOSED WALK IN VAN,” V-10 propane power, auto., ldd., extra shelving and side boxes,
	 just	in	off	lease	w/59K	miles,	multiple	uses	for	this	unique	vehicle ....................................................................... FOR ONLY $24,900
2015 FORD F-250 REGULAR CAB 4X2 UTILITY TRUCK, 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., air, etc., 129K miles ............................$19,500
2015 FORD F-350 CREW-CAB 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., white, 79K miles ..............................................$49,500
2015 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB SHORTBED 4X2, 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., ldd., white, 175K miles, ex. cond. ........................$19,900
2007 FORD F-350 SUPERCAB S/BED 4X4 “CUSTOM BUILT,” 7.3 diesel, 6-spd., ldd., must see to appreciate ..................$37,500

Great Financing Rates Now Available

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meals served daily at the   
Franklin center from 11:45 
to 12:15. Two percent milk 
served with every meal.                
Menus are  subject to change.

Friday, June 2

Ham 
Sweet Potatoes

Green Beans
Fresh Fruit

Monday, June 5
Baked Potato
Chili/Cheese

Broccoli
Apple Crisp 
Lemon Bars

Tuesday, June 6
Chef Salad 

Beets
Yogurt/Blueberries
Wednesday, June 7

Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes

Carrots 
Fruit Cocktail

Thursday, June 8
Baked Fish 

Rice
Stewed Tomatoes

Orange

SponSored Meal

North Fork 4-H’ers Host 
Community Events

Community children participated in an Easter egg hunt hosted by the North Fork 4-H’ers and the 
Spruce Mountain Ruritans.

By Jax Bennett, 
club reporter

North Fork 4-H Club 
started spring off with a 
bang.

On April 1, the club, in 
conjunction with North 
Fork Disposal  and Re-
cycling, held a recycling 
collection at the Clinton 
Hedrick Building in River-
ton.  Lots of items were col-
lected from 4-H members 
and people throughout the 
community. Five hundred 
pounds of plastic film had 

previously been collected 
by the club and with the 
help of Becky Heavner it 
was submitted to the TREX 
company in Moorefield.  As 
a result, the club earned 
a bench that was donated 
to North Fork Elementary 
School.

North Fork 4-H, along 
with the Spruce Mountain 
Ruritan Club, hosted an 
Easter egg hunt April 8 
at North Fork Elementary 
School.  More than 1,000 
eggs were hidden, and 20 
children from the commu-

nity participated. Attend-
ees were asked to bring a 
nonperishable food item to 
donate to CAN. Forty-one 
items were collected. The 
names of those donating 
items were entered into a 
raffle for an Easter basket 
full of goodies. Ellie Huff-
man won the basket.  

Pownell Wins Farm Bureau Poster Contest
Ross Pownell, a fourth-

grade student at Franklin 
Elementary School, won the 
Pendleton County Farm Bu-
reau’s “Picture Agriculture 
in West Virginia” poster 
contest. Second place in 
the county contest went 
to Marion Williams with 
Skye Dahmer earning third 
place. Honorable mention 
was awarded to Nolin Ned-
edog and Doyle Plaugher.

The contest for fourth-
grade students is sponsored 
statewide by the West Virgin-
ia Farm Bureau’s Women’s 
Committee for the purpose of 
promoting the importance of 
agriculture in the Mountain 
State. The winning poster 
for each participating county 
farm bureau will be entered 
in state competition with the 
first-place entry receiving 
$100. Pendleton County has 
participated in the contest 
for 32 years.

For his winning poster on 
the county level, Pownell re-
ceived $15. Williams earned 

$10, and Dahmer received 
$5. Nededog and Plaugher 
each received $2, a Saca-
gawea dollar and a presiden-
tial dollar.

Pownell, Williams and 
Plaugher are students in 
Shanna Eye’s class at FES. 
Dahmer and Nededog at-
tend North Fork Elementary 
School and are students in 
Rebecca Heavner’s class. 

The other students par-
ticipating in the contest 
were awarded a presiden-
tial dollar. All participants 
received a certificate, signed 
by Steve Conrad, president 
of PCFB, and Paula Mitchell, 
the PCFB women’s commit-
tee chairperson.

Fifty-six posters were 
drawn by the county’s fourth-
grade. 

The following students also 
participated in the contest:

BES (Christine Lambert) 
– Landon Bowers, Owen 
Champ, Emma Graham, 
Troy Hopkins, Kinsley John-
ston and Paige Warner;

FES (Jennifer Cook) – Car-
lee Alt, Sadie Armentrout, 
Braxton Beachler, Eli Boyer, 
Addy Davis, Hayden Hart-
man, Kamden Hawk, Wyatt 
Haynes, Alexis Hedrick, 
Remington Hedrick, Brey-
mann Keesecker, Maddie 
Kirk, Leigha Maxson, Cooper 
Roberson, Acie Tilley, Cam-
bria VanMeter, Cayli Van-
Meter and Bentley Wimer;

FES (Eye) – Cambree Alt, 
Blayke Bennett, Kenden 
Champ, Gwenith Collins, 
Brianna Conner, Ava Davis, 
Jacob Harman, Alaina He-
drick, Cambri Hiett, Gar-
rett Lambert, Tucker Mi-
nor, Jackson Moyers, Emma 
Nesselrodt, Chevelle Noble, 
Loralei Price and Addison 
Shreve; and

NFES (Heavner) – Chloe 
Barkley, William J. Dove, 
Nick Harper, Tori Heavn-
er, Addy Huffman, Ally 
Jameson, Avery Kile, Colle 
Kisamore, Elaina Raines, 
Elizabeth Riffle and Caroline 
Vandevander.

The winning poster in Pendleton County’s Farm Bureau’s “Picture Agriculture in West Virginia” contest 
was designed by Ross Pownell, left. Paula Mitchell, PCFB’s women’s committee chairperson, presented 
the awards to the fourth-grade students.


