
By Stephen Smoot

Eight years ago, a chapter 
closed in the history of the 
former Sugar Grove Naval 
Base. As hard as those working 
to write the next have labored, 
bringing in a new tenant to 
open a new story in using the 
base has faced barrier after 
barrier.

The most recent opportu-
nity developed over spring 
and summer of this year, but 
never came close enough to 
fruition to even issue a major 
announcement.

Two federal contractors, Ex-
eter Government Services LLC 

and Parsons Corporation (no 
connection to the town) togeth-
er took a close look at the Sugar 
Grove facility. Their goal lay in 
finding facilities capable of tak-
ing in 13- to 17-year-olds who 
illegally crossed the border, 
“have no support structure,” 
and landed in federal custody. 
Stays at Sugar Grove, should 
the site have been approved, 
would have been very short 
term before transfers to other 
federal sites.

Those brought to Sugar 
Grove would have been placed 
in open sleeping facilities in the 
warehouses, not in barracks or 
other base housing. Children 
in the facility would have been 
quarantined on the base with 
as little contact as possible be-
tween them and locals.

This has been the latest in a 
series of efforts by Matt Roiz, 
part of the owenership group 
for the base, to find a tenant for 
the base that will both defray 
some of the staggering costs so 
far incurred while also bring-
ing a tenant that would bring 
maximum benefit and a mini-
mum of problems to the area.

Exeter Government Services 
opened discussions with Roiz 
18 months ago as it explored 
using the Sugar Grove facility. 

A federal request for proposal 
was issued in April. Since then 
Exeter, along with Parsons, 
worked with Roiz to learn 
more about the base and plan 
for potential operations there.

On July 12, Parsons met 
with local officials, State Sena-
tor Robert Karnes, and Del-
egate Bryan Ward to discuss 
their plans on how to utilize the 
facility. They described a one-
year lease with four options 
coming behind it. Company 
officials described it as “a five-
year project.”

Karnes told Parsons repre-
sentatives that “I think it’s a 
great facility. I’ve been bug-
ging people all these years to 
find something.” Karnes asked 
questions about effects on local 
infrastructure, particularly 
the school system’s ability to 
handle the children of incom-
ing staff.

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton 
County emergency services 
coordinator, stated in the meet-
ing that “it will breathe new life 
into all those structures and 
improve future marketabil-
ity.” Throughout the process, 
Gillespie was working to gain 
support for county emergency 
services due to the fact that 
they might have to respond to 

issues related to the base and 
its tenant. 

Company officials also dis-
cussed community support, 
such as patronizing local busi-
nesses for goods and services, 
sponsoring a golf tournament 
at Fisher Mountain, and other 
ideas.

When Karnes asked about 
obstacles that such a facility 
might have to overcome, offi-
cials responded by saying the 
main problem lay in “language, 
having bilingual people,” but 
he added that they had “new 
software that instantaneously 
translates. We’re still explor-
ing it.”

Parsons representatives dis-
cussed at the July 12 meeting 
plans for how many to accept 
in the first 30 days, that they 
already had “identified and 
measured the spaces” and 
made sure that the facility 
was compliant. He said of Roiz’ 
maintenance efforts that “I 
have to give it to the owner. 
They’ve done a lot of work to 
keep it maintained.”

Within a week, however, 
Parsons informed Pendleton 
County officials and Roiz that 
Sugar Grove would no longer 
be considered for site selection.

By Stephen Smoot

He hails from the low ly-
ing hills along the Mid Ohio 
Valley in Wayne County, just 
west of Huntington.

She spent her childhood 
halfway across the world, 
in the highlands of myth 
shrouded Transylvania.

Together, Will and Lavi 
Adkins bring a love of moun-
tains, beautiful countryside, 
good times, and, of course, a 
spectacular golf experience to 
their dream and goal of fully 
developing The Highlands at 
Fisher Mountain.

Throughout the summer, 
Troublesome Valley’s most fa-
mous center of recreation and 
fun has seen a hornets nest 
of activity. Work trucks and 
earthmoving equipment have 
made tangible the promises of 
investments and upgrades in 
the same year that an NBC 
Sports story highlighted the 
course as the second best in 
the nation.

Will Adkins, along with 
his brother, Mark, who own 
North Carolina based Wa-
terfront Group, explained 
that “we’ve upped the budget 
to renovate the course and 
the clubhouse.” Much of the 
initial work has gone into 
renovating the clubhouse. 
“We want to bring it up to 
date,” Lavi Adkins shared, “It 
has good bones. It just needs 
some TLC.” 

The Adkins’ plans for the 
course cleared a major hurdle 
recently. Will Adkins stated, 
“We recently signed an agree-
ment with the county to get 
water out there.” That will 
enable the facility to expand 
in a number of ways to best 
attract and keep the attention 
of tourists and locals alike.

One of the first steps lay 
in removing a stone fireplace 
that dominated the room, but 
blocked spectacular views of 
the course from many parts 
of the space. The bar area has 
been extended by several feet 
and will receive a complete 

aesthetic modernization. A 
new fireplace will grace the 
corner opposite the bar by the 
front door. Much of the room, 
however, will keep the “focus 
on the golf course and views.”

Plans also include giving 
guests better access to the 
pro shop by providing a large 
entranceway from the club-
house.

Those used to squinting 
into the distance to see a ball 
hit on the driving range will 
appreciate an addition com-
ing soon. Will Adkins escribed 
the TopTracer computerized 

driving range system. Ac-
cording to the company that 
builds it, the engineer who 
designed the system strug-
gled to see his golf ball after 
he hit it. Consequently, he 
“spent the next several years 
tinkering with a new kind 
of camera with sensors that 
could detect a golf ball flying 
through the air.”

As the device improved over 
a decade and a half of use, it 
offered data and analytics 
to help golfers improve both 
their swing and their strat-

By Stephen Smoot

In 2015 the Sugar Grove 
Naval Base, long a target 
of conspiracy theories and 
jokes (the gullible often 
heard claims that it was 
a submarine base) closed 
down. The passing of U.S. 
Senator Robert C. Byrd, 
a pit bull in defense of its 
service, helped to spell its 
end. Federal law also elimi-
nated the mandate that 
intelligence facilities be 
paired with military bases, 
thus ending the last reason 
for its existence.

Then came the national 
press attention as the Unit-
ed States Department of 
Defense put the base up for 
auction. Time magazine de-
scribed it as a city for sale 
in the heart of the West 
Virginia mountains. As 
many ideas floated around 
for its potential use as 
there were individuals will-
ing and able to imagine.

In December 2015, the 
first buyer of the base at 
auction backed away from 
the purchase. The buyer 
was uncomfortable with 
the liabilities or potential 
Superfund complications. 
Superfund sites are chosen 

by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for remedia-
tion due to contaminated 
land from decades of use 
or emergent environmental 
emergencies.

Prior to the second auc-

tion, current base own-
er Matt Roiz remembers 
that “I’d just finished up a 
three-year stint as an exec-
utive in a drug and alcohol 
rehab.” Roiz recounted how 

(USPS 425-240)

Franklin, Pendleton County, West Virginia 26807
Thursday$1.00

Volume 110,  Number 30 July 27, 2023

Serving the Community since 1913

VISIT US ONLINE AT PENDLETONTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 8

Saturday, July 29
7:30 p.m. — Lone Star Championship Rodeo

Sunday, July 30
4 p.m. — Livestock Exhibitors’ Meeting/Clinic
6 p.m. — Vespers To Follow Meeting
7 p.m. — Greater Vision

Monday, July 31
8 a.m. — Gates Open
10 a.m. — Breeding Cattle Show
1 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Feeder Calf Show
3 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Beef Showmanship
                PeeWee Showmanship To Follow
 4-H/FFA Beef Skill-a-Thon
4 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
6 p.m. — Rides Open
7 p.m. — Pig Scramble
7:30 p.m. — Queen Scholarship Pageant

Tuesday, August 1
8 a.m. — Gates Open
10 a.m. — 4-H/FFA Market Lamb Show
1 p.m. — Breeding Sheep Show
4 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
6 p.m. — Mutin’ Bustin’
 Rides Open
7 p.m. — Pig Scramble
8 p.m. — Davisson Brothers Band

Wednesday, August 2
8 a.m. — Gates Open
9 a.m. — 4-H/FFA Sheep Showmanship
                PeeWee Showmanship To Follow
 4-H/FFA Sheep and Goat Skill-a-Thon
2 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Goat Showmanship
                PeeWee Showmanship To Follow
4 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
6 p.m. — Parade
 Rides Open
8 p.m. — WV Axeman
9 p.m. — Parade Awards

Thursday, August 3
8 a.m. — Gates Open (Kids’ Night - $1 Admission for Everyone)
10 a.m. — 4-H/FFA Market Goat Show
4 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
5 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Market Steer Show
                Pedal Power Contest
6 p.m. — Power Wheels Derby (ages 3-5)
 Rides Open
6:30 p.m. — Power Wheels Derby (ages 6-10)
7 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Market Hog Show

Friday, August 4
8 a.m. — Gates Open
9 a.m. — 4-H/FFA Swine Showmanship
                PeeWee Showanship To Follow
2 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Swine Skill-a-Thon/Ag Olympics
4 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
5 p.m. — Master Showmanship Competition
6 p.m. — Rides Open
7:30 p.m. — Lamb/Goat Costume Contest
8 p.m. — Rodney Atkins

Saturday, August 5
8 a.m. — Gates Open
10 a.m. — Pet Show
11:30 a.m. — 4-H/FFA Livestock Awards
1 p.m. — 4-H/FFA Livestock Sale
2 p.m. — Exhibits Open, Main Exhibit Building
6 p.m. — Rides Open
7 p.m. — Demolition Derby

Sugar Grove’s Eight-Year Search to 
Find the Right Fit Goes Unanswered

Pendleton County officials remain optimistic that the right tenant will come to the former base at 
Sugar Grove.

Contractors Pass on Former Sugar Grove 
Naval Base in Site Selection Decision

Adkinses Seek New Pinnacle for The 
Highlands at Fisher Mountain

Will and Lavi Adkins seek to bring a luxurious, yet affordable, feel 
to Fisher Mountain.

Wayside Baptist
To Host VBS

Vacation Bible School is 
being held from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Monday and Tues-
day at Wayside Baptist 
Church. All children ages 4 
to 15 years old are welcome 
to attend. To pre-register, 
contact Wayside Church on 
Facebook.
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You CAN take action to make your home 
safer from wildfire.

Please join us for an educational evening so that 
you can protect your home against wildfire.

•	Learn	about	fire	laws	in	West	Virginia
•	Meet	your	forester	and	representatives	from	the
	 	 Pendleton	County	volunteer	fire	departments	and	the		
	 	 Office	of	Emergency	Management
•	Discover	strategies	to	protect	your	home	from	wildfire.

Wednesday, August 9 • 7 - 9 p.m.
Pendleton County Board of Education

Central Office - Meeting Room
125 North Main Street, Franklin

If possible, RSVP for planning purposes
by email to rosalie.santerre@wv.gov

Hosted By:
The West Virginia Division of Forestry

Pendleton County
Office of Emergency Management

Pendleton County Fireman’s Association

Ona Franklin Smith

Ona Franklin Smith, 87, of 
Hammondsport, New York, 
passed away peacefully on 
June 30, 2023, at the Bath 
VA Medical Center in Bath, 
New York.

He was born Nov. 7, 1935, in 
Sugar Grove, a son of the late 
Roy M. and Mertie (Grogg) 
Smith.

Mr. Smith was a 1954 grad-
uate of Franklin High School 
and a United States Air Force 
veteran. While serving in 
Japan, he developed a love 
for and raced motorcycles. Re-
cently, his family and friends 
arranged for him to take one 
last ride. He was a member of 
the Roswell-McDaniels Ameri-
can Legion Post 407 in Ham-
mondsport, New York. He 
had great affection for country 
music, gardening, John Deere 
and Farmall tractors, but 
most important to him was 
the love for his Lord, family, 
friends and country.

His employment through 
the years included Mercury 
Aircraft and supervisor at 
Gold Seal Winery, both in 
Hammondsport, New York, 
Jamie Knapp Vineyards and 
driving tractor trailers for 
Conley Trucking and Shaw 
Trucking.

Prior to the onset of de-
clining health in 2019, he 
and his family traveled to 
Virginia and West Virginia 
each summer for reunions 
where he took advantage of 
every opportunity to do what 
he loved…singing along with 
musicians, his brother or 
anyone who would join him. 
His favorite song, seemingly, 
was “One Day at a Time,” a 
motto by which he definitely 
lived. During those visits, he 
always requested gathering 
for a meal at the Thomas 
House Restaurant in Dayton, 
Virginia. Never forgetting his 
West Virginia roots, Sugar 
Grove and Big Stoney Run, 
specifically, held a very special 
place in his heart.

He was the beloved husband 
to his wife of 62 years, Carol 
L. “Jones) Smith, who prede-
ceased him on Oct. 12, 2019.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Carol M. Smith, Gary 
M. Smith, Deborah (Pete) 
Carlsen and Dawn Smith 
(Brian Hefler); grandchildren, 
Craig (Rebecca) Carlsen, Kris-
ten (Jake) Hurd, David Smith, 
Brandi (Jason) Wahl, Jack-
ie Hefler, Cole (Stephanie) 
Schehr and Kaylee (Trevor) 
Tuthill; nine great-grandchil-
dren; brother, Donnie (Judy) 
Smith of Bridgewater, Vir-
ginia; sisters, Leta Billiot of 
Marrero, Louisiana, Evelyn 
Varner of Sugar Grove and Pa-
tricia (Jr.) Sacra of Mt. Sidney, 
Virginia; and many treasured 
nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his parents 
and wife, he was predeceased 
by his infant daughter, Jac-
queline Kay Smith; grandson, 
Ryan Schehr; sisters, Mabel 
Susan (infant), Ethel Caricofe 
and Viola Rye; and brothers, 
Aubrey, Calvin and Orville.

A funeral service with full 
military honors was held July 
3 at Fagan’s Funeral Home in 
Bath, New York, followed by 
interment July 6 at the Bath 
National Cemetery.

Due to the loving care pro-
vided to Mr. Smith these last 
nearly four years, the family 
requests that those wishing 
to do so may make a donation 
in his memory to the Bath 
VAMC, 76 Veterans Ave., 
Bath, NY 14810.

Roland Calhoun Miller

Roland Calhoun Miller, 
91, of Petersburg went to 
be with the Lord on July 
18, 2023, at Valley Health 
Winchester Medical Center 
in Winchester, Virginia.

He was born on June 
8, 1932, in Kline, the son 
of the late Roy Washing-
ton and Lillian (Calhoun) 
Miller.

Mr. Miller attended school 
in Mozer and the First Bap-
tist Church in Petersburg.

He joined the U.S. Army 
and served during the Kore-
an War.  Upon his honorable 
discharge, he began work-
ing for his Uncle Johnny 
hauling chickens to Penn-
sylvania, then becoming a 
parts manager and driving 
a wrecker for Petersburg 
Motor Company. He also 
worked for Ours Chevrolet 
and Wagner Chevrolet as a 
parts manager. He contin-
ued his career working for 
Adell Polymers before retir-
ing from the Petersburg Oil 
Company.

He was a former member 
of the Petersburg Volunteer 
Fire Company.  He enjoyed 
gardening, especially car-
ing for his roses, cutting 
firewood, and acting as a 
“shade tree” mechanic.  He 
could fix anything a person 
brought to him. Above all, 
he loved his family and 
spending precious time 
holding the grandbabies. 

On July 23, 1955, he mar-
ried Arvella (Evick) Miller, 
who preceded him in death 
on April 25, 2010.

He leaves behind to cher-
ish his memories three 
daughters, Karen Kesner 
and Rhonda Miller, both 
of Petersburg, and Debra 
Rexrode (Donald) of May-
sville; a son, Roger Miller 
of Petersburg; three sis-
ters, Shirley Riggleman 
(Brooke) of Mt. Crawford, 
Virginia, Sue Knotts (Wil-
lis) of Bridgewater, Virgin-
ia, and Charlotte Miller of 
Mozer; 10 grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren; three 
great-great-grandchildren, 
and one more on the way; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

He was also preceded in 
death by a brother, Charles 
Lee “Bud” Miller; a sister, 
Anna Lynn Westfall; and 
a granddaughter, Danielle 
Rebekah Miller.

Funeral services were 
held on Sunday at the Ba-
sagic Funeral Home in Pe-
tersburg with Pastor Lynn 
Durbin officiating.  Inter-
ment was in the South 
Branch Valley Memorial 
Gardens in Petersburg with 
military honors bestowed 
by the U.S. Army and the 
Grant County Veteran Hon-
or Guard.

Memorials may be made 
to the Petersburg Volunteer 
Fire Company, 49 S Main 
St., Petersburg, WV 26847.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com or on Facebook 
at Basagic Funeral Home. 

Ruth Ellen Simmers

Ruth Ellen Simmers, 69, 
of Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
passed away July 8, 2023, 
at Kent General Hospital in 
Dover, Delaware.

She was born Sept. 5, 
1953, in Dover, Delaware, 
to the late John Gorman and 
Beulah Lambert Gorman.

Mrs. Simmers worked as 
a licensed practical nurse, 
proudly serving the emer-
gency room department, 
labor and delivery, drug 
and alcohol rehab, mental 
health, and assisted living. 
She worked in Harrison-
burg, Virginia, Wilmington 
and Dover, Delaware, and 
Franklin. She enjoyed serv-
ing others so much that 
it was nothing for her to 
pick up someone who was 
injured on side of the road 
and take them to the hos-
pital or stay after her shift 
to be with a family who was 
losing a loved one. She was 
a woman of great strength 
and wrote her own story, 
defying all odds. In Septem-
ber 2020, she was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer and 
fought the hard fight for 
almost three years. After 
two oncologists told her that 
there was nothing more that 
could be done, less than one 
year from diagnosis, she 
said, “That is not how my 
story goes.” So, she went for 
that third opinion and was 
blessed with another two 
years of life. 

Surviving are a daughter, 
Kehris Snead and husband, 
Chris  of  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia; sisters, Karen 
Whitaker and husband, Bill, 
Barbara Cool and Kathy 
Ravis, all of Dover, Del-
aware, Patricia Tieman 
and Anna Gorman, both of 
Hartly, Delaware; brothers, 
Sheldon Gorman of Hartly, 
Delaware, and William Gor-
man and wife, Florence of 
DeFuniak Springs, Florida; 
and grandchildren, Adisyn 
and Alexa Snead. 

She was also preceded in 
death by brothers, Elwood 
Lambert and John “Butch” 
Gorman, Jr. 

A celebration of life will be 
held Sept. 23 in Franklin. 
Details will be shared at a 
later time.  

Memorial contributions 
can be made to Johns Hop-
kins Children’s Center.  

Letters of  condolence 
may be sent, and guestbook 
signed at www.torbertfu
neral.com.

Jimmie Brooks Warner
 

Jimmie Brooks Warner, 
82, a resident of Pendleton 
Manor in Franklin for almost 
nine years, passed away 
July 21, 2023, at Pendleton 
Manor.

He was born Aug. 11, 1940, 
on Hunting Ground to the 
late Verlie and Ona L. (Spon-
augle) Warner.

Mr. Warner retired from 
painting and carpentry work 
in 2004, and was Presbyte-
rian by faith.  He enjoyed 
traveling and had been to 
Florida, Texas, Wisconsin 
and Maine.  He had two dogs, 
enjoyed deer and squirrel 
hunting and bowling. At 
Pendleton Manor, he enjoyed 
playing bingo regularly, 
reading, watching westerns, 
listening to country music 
and eating ice cream.

Surviving are two sons, 

Jimmie Brooks Warner II 
(Carrie) of Texas and Eric 
Brooks Warner (Amy) of Fre-
dericksburg, Virginia; two 
daughters, Deborah Lynn 
(Warner) Brewer (Mike) of 
Georgia and Jamie Lynn 
(Warner) Sellers (Aaron) of 
Stafford, Virginia; 11 grand-
daughters; two great-grand-
sons; a great-granddaughter; 
four sisters, Mildred Reisler 
of Florida, Geneva Hudson 
of Pennsylvania, Frances 
Bright of Florida and Caro-
lyn Teets (Robert) of Seneca 
Rocks; a brother, Kermit 
Warner (Nancy) of Waldorf, 
Maryland; two aunts, Anna 
Jo Sponaugle Hartman and 
Mary Lou Sponaugle Lam-
bert (David) of Maryland; 
and a host of cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

He was also preceded in 
death by five brothers, Olin, 
Jearl, Johnie, Gale and Den-
nis; a sister, Hilda; and two 
wives.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Friday at Kimble Funeral 
Home in Franklin where a 
funeral service will follow in 
the funeral home chapel with 
Pastor Fletcher Hutcheson 
officiating. Private inurn-
ment will be at the Warner 
Cemetery.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

Robert Joseph 
Fisher, Jr.

Robert Joseph Fisher, Jr., 
78, of Brandywine passed 
away July 24, 2023, at his 
home.

He was born Jan. 21, 1945, 
at Camden, New Jersey, and 
was the son of the late Rob-
ert Fisher, Sr. and Miriam 
Fisher, and the stepson of the 
late Doris Fisher.

Mr. Fisher was a veteran 
having served in the U.S. 
Navy for 10 years.  He was 
one of the first group of sailors 
to be stationed at the Sugar 
Grove Naval Radio Station, 
arriving there in 1968.  He 
worked as a cook at the Navy 
Base for 30 years.

He was a life member of 
the South Fork Rescue Squad 
and South Fork Volunteer 
Fire Department.  He was an 
EMT, a CPR instructor and 
a hunter’s education instruc-
tor. He worked for Pendleton 
County 911 as a dispatcher 
from April 23, 2001, to March 
15, 2015.

He was a member of St. 
Paul Independent Church and 
loved to sing hymns and share 
his faith with others.  He loved 
to fish, and his joy in life was 
spending time with his grand-
children and teaching them 
how to play poker. 

On Sept. 26, 1970, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Brenda 
Kiser Fisher, who survives.  

Also surviving are a son, 
Robby (Linnea) Fisher of 
Brandywine; two grandsons, 
Logan Fisher and Michael 
Fisher; a sister, Carol (Bob) 
Baals of Cape May, New 
Jersey; two brothers, Glenn 
(Bonnie) Fisher of Washing-
ton and Paul Fisher of Mexico; 
and a number of nieces and 
nephews.

He was also preceded in 
death by his father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Edwin and 
Mildred Kiser.

His body has been cremat-
ed, and a celebration of his life 
will be held at a later date.

Memorials may be made to 
the South Fork Rescue Squad, 
PO Box 55, Sugar Grove, WV  
26815 or the South Fork Vol-
unteer Fire Department, PO 
Box 297, Brandywine, WV  
26802.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to Kimble Funeral 
Home in Franklin.

Thank You For Reading
The Pendleton Times



Edwin Roy Hinkle

Edwin Roy Hinkle, 90, of 
Franklin passed away July 
22, 2023, at Valley Health 
Winchester Medical Center 
in Winchester, Virginia.

He was born Nov. 20, 
1932, at Riverton and was 
the son of the late Teddie 
Hobert Hinkle and Mona 
Zella Landes Hinkle.

Mr. Hinkle was an auto 
mechanic for Kline Motor 
Sales and Gene’s Repair 
Service and was a member 
of the Franklin Seventh 
Day Adventist Church.

On Dec. 24, 1951, he mar-
ried Barbara Marie (Turn-
er) Hinkle, who preceded 
him in death on July 7, 
2014.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Karen Hinkle of Franklin; 
two sons, Jim Hinkle of 
Circleville and Tom Hinkle 
of Franklin; six grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchil-
dren; and a special friend, 
Jeff Kuykendall of Fran-
klin.

His body has been cremat-
ed and a memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Franklin.
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WELCOME
Dr. Lauren DeMarco

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH / PSYCHIATRY

Accepting New Patients

304.637.3179

Clarence August Hoten

Clarence August Hoten, 81, 
of Beckley passed away July 
19, 2023, at his home.

He was born on Dec. 29, 1941, 
in Chesaning, Michigan, the 
son of the late Shier and Esther 
(Verga) Hoten. 

Mr. Hoten graduated from 
Chesaning Union High School 
in Michigan.

He was a member of Cedar 
Grove Church of the Brethren 
and he enjoyed fishing and coin 
collecting. Being a history buff, 
he also enjoyed storytelling, 
blue grass music, and a good 
cigar. He retired in 2004 from 
Cargill Poultry. 

He was a veteran of the 
United States Air Force, where 
he served as a maintenance 

supervisor/head mechanic and 
was honored to have serviced 
Air Force One that carried the 
president of the United States. 

His wife, Rebecca Ann (Gil-
lispie) Hoten, preceded him in 
death on Feb. 2, 2012. 

He leaves behind to cherish 
his memory a daughter, Jen-
nifer Hoten of Harrisonburg, 
Virginia; a son, C.C. Hoten 
(Sara) of Beckley; a sister, De-
borah “Debbie” Spencer (Terry) 
of Chesaning, Michigan; two 
brothers, Bruce Hoten and 
Kurt Hoten, both of Chesan-
ing, Michigan; and two grand-
children, Aaron “Bubbi” and 
Airidesa Hoten.

He was also preceded in 
death by a sister, Judith Hoten.

Funeral services were held 
Monday at Cedar Grove Church 
of the Brethren in Brandywine 
with Pastor Mark Bowser of-
ficiating and military honors 
conducted by the US Air Force.

Memorials may be made to 
Raleigh County Committee on 
Aging, c/o Crystal Foley, 1614 
S. Kanawha St., Beckley, WV 
25801.

Memories and words of com-
fort may be left at www.basagic.
com or on Facebook at Basagic 
Funeral Home. 

he had expanded its opera-
tions from a single facility 
in Los Angeles to multiple 
locations in California and 
Washington.

Roiz described the perfect 
scenario as “making money 
and helping people. It’s the 
double bottom line.” Then 
he saw Sugar Grove and 
concluded, “This would be 
a great spot for drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation.” At 
the time, the Mountain 
State had some of the high-
est rates of addiction and 
abuse, but only 127 beds 
for recovery.

Almost immediately the 
base entertained two suit-
ors.  The State of  West 
Virginia’s Department of 
Corrections saw a chance 
to move the women’s prison 
from Lakin, touting its 
facilities as opportunities 
to develop skills training 
to help inmates upon re-
lease. KVC, a non profit 
that works with foster chil-
dren, saw Sugar Grove as a 
campus for its program to 
educate children coming 
out of foster care and other 
problematic environments.

The prison remains in 
Lakin and KVC chose the 
former campus of West 
Virginia Tech in Kanawha 
County for its needs.

Gene McConnell, former 
Pendleton County Com-
mission president, noted 
that “political posturing” 
and concerns over available 
workforce contributed to 
the prison not relocating. 
He said if an organization 
can neither build a work-
force in the area nor entice 
sufficient workers to move, 
“the location is not consid-
ered.”

As Roiz searched for ten-
ants for the base, his com-
pany continued to pay the 
steep costs of maintenance, 
as well as annual property 
taxes. His mission lay in 
finding an entity, or com-
bination of entities, that 
would use the entire base, 

not just parts of it.
Another promising po-

tential tenant was Me-
ridian Health, based in 
Tennessee. Roiz explained 
that their CEO, Wes Ma-
son, “had a lot of expe-
rience with government 
contracts.”  Meridian put 
together a plan that would 
also involve Highland Hos-
pital in Charleston and the 
Gersh network of autism 
academies. The base would 
serve a dual purpose with 
Meridian running behav-
ioral health and addiction 
related treatments. 

Gersh, which now oper-
ates autism academies in 
New York State, Washing-
ton State, and Puerto Rico, 
would operate an educa-
tional facility on the base.

After a year, unfortu-
nately, as Roiz described it, 
Mason was “over his head.” 
With all other facilities run 
by Meridian being rela-
tively small, “he’d never 
been on the hook like this 
before.”

Roiz said of Kevin Gersh, 
who ran the network of au-
tism facilities, “his dedica-
tion was always there.” The 
company CEO even lived 
in base housing. Eventu-
ally, resources grew scarce 
and the entire project fell 
through.

He then turned his at-
tention away from behav-
ioral  health,  addict ion 
recovery, and education 
to looking at government 
contractor, saying, “I’ve 
solicited everyone you can 
imagine.” The growth of 
cybersecurity as a govern-
ment focus opened some 
potential opportunity. A 
Utah based cybersecurity 
company looked closely at 
the base, as did the federal 
government searching for a 
cybercommand facility.

The fac i l i ty  rece ived 
the backing of Senators 
Joe Manchin and Shelley 
Moore Capito and a plan 
emerged to have the West 

Virginia National Guard 
assume ownership with 
a federal cybercommand 
facility put in place. “All of 
a sudden, cybercommand 
went silent,” Roiz said, 
then added, “I’m not sure 
what happened at all.”

Meanwhile, Roiz contin-
ues to invest money into 
maintenance, saying also, 
“We’re paying property 
taxes every year with no 
revenue coming in.”

Eighteen months ago, 
the call came for the most 
recent potential option to 
utilize the base.

Ownership of the base 
with no paying tenants 
comes with a high cost. 
Roiz estimates that “our 
costs average $30,000 a 
month, plus interest ex-
penses and mortgage.” He 
added,  “That ’s  with no 
repairs, but there are al-
ways repairs.” One recent 
repair cost came from pay-
ing $20,000 to replace the 
streetlights.

McConnell, who worked 
on trying to find a base 
tenant for several years, 
said, “The greatest obstacle 
in getting a tenant there 
has been, and still is, the 
location.” 

Laura Brown, executive 
director of the combined 
Pendleton and Grant Coun-
ty Economic and Communi-
ty Development Authority, 
said that “Just this year, 
the EDA has brought visi-
tors from the state to tour 
the base.” She added that 
the EDA is also putting 
together an event for state 
economic development and 
elected leaders to experi-
ence the base.

Moving forward, Roiz and 
county officials continue to 
work on ideas and seek out 
tenants. He said that the 
base is well-regarded and 
that, in terms of the ability 
to compete for tenants, “I 
don’t want people to think 
that Pendleton is too small 
to count.”

The call came on the morning 
of July 18, before the regularly 
scheduled county committee 
meeting. During the meeting 
Laura Brown, executive direc-
tor of the combined Pendleton 
and Grant County economic 
development authority, shared 
that “Sugar Grove was not 
selected for phase two” and 
that the EDA would continue 
to work with the owners of the 
base, although there were no 
additional leads at the time.

Later that day, county of-
ficials held a call with Roiz to 
discuss the aftermath. He said, 
“I just heard it myself yester-
day and I was more than a little 
surprised,” and said, “Maybe 
Parsons didn’t want the head-
line risk.” Roiz also confirmed 
that the number of children 
that the facility would have 

held are already in decline.
Brown shared that Parsons 

Corporation had a high opinion 
of both the Sugar Grove proper-
ty and of Pendleton County in 
general. She said Sugar Grove 
“is still at the top of the list” 
and that Parsons “appreciated 
the county’s support,” saying 
“delegates and senators were 
easy to work with.”

She later added that after 
“very in depth discussions . . 
. Matt and the other owners 
are committed to bringing 
something that not only fits 
in our community, but some-
thing that the people can be 
proud of.”

Roiz said, “I wish I had more 
concrete answers. Everyone 
did everything on this call 
right.”

Continued From Page 1
Contractors

Continued From Page 1

Sugar Grove Unoccupied
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10 Years Ago
Week of July 25, 2013

Com Tower Erected 

A huge crane was brought 
in last Thursday by Digging 
& Rigging, a crane rental 
and heavy hauling firm out 
of Clarksburg, MD, and, in 
short order, a 180-feet-high 
communications tower was 
erected at the 9-1-1 center/
State Police barracks on Rt. 
33 between Oak Flat and 
Franklin.

It is the fifth and last of the 
new communication towers 
to be erected in the county 
on grant funding from the 
West Virginia Public Service 
Commission.

The other towers are 
on North Mountain, Cave 
Mountain, Long Mountain and 
the Hunting Ground.

20 Years Ago
Week of July 24, 2003

SUGAR GROVE

Fireflies Light Up 
Summer Nights 

The July evenings reflect a 
mood of simpler times, when 
summer days roll by without 
a worry. The night sounds rise 
from the surrounding forests, 
with the air being soft and still. 
Around dusk, the lightning 
bugs appear flashing like stars 
flung to earth. Then groups 
of fireflies blink on and off in 
unison with the effect being 
charming. These lightning 
bugs are beetles that live as 
glowworms in the ground for 
a year or two.

When they emerge as adults 
from the soil, they possess the 
ability to produce a living light 
reaction in their abdominal 
lanterns. That flashing action 
is their courtship. Males fly 
and flash with the females 
responding — a very simple 
communication system. 
Females flash when males 
are not flashing. Usually the 
series of six or so flashes are in 
unison which are then followed 
by an eight- to 10-second pause 
of darkness.

This pattern begins around 
9:30 p.m. and continues 
not i ceab ly  unt i l  near 
midnight. This ensures that 
local members of the species 
can locate proper species, then 
mate, lay egs and die within a 
few days. The fantastic light 
show brings magic nights. Isn’t 
it fun to watch and marvel at 
the fireflies?

Make Sun Safety 
Your Style

Grant Memorial Hospital, 
Petersburg, staff reminds 
everyone to “Make Sun Safety 
Your Style.”

Avoid the direct sun from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Apply a 
generous amount of sunblock 
with an SPF of 15 or higher on 
exposed skin before heading 
out. But never rely on sunblock 
alone. Wearing a wide-
brimmed hat and sunglasses 
with UV protection, as well as 
long-sleeved, tightly-woven 
clothing, will also help one 
stay safe in the sun. Enjoy 
the summer more by being 
sensible about the sun.

30 Years Ago 
Week of July 29, 1993

DAHMER

The public auction of the 
personal property of the late 
Jessie B. Black of Seneca 
Rocks attracted many with 
241 signing the register. Miss 
Jessie, 91, never married and 
died March 13, 1993, at Grant 
County Nursing Home where 
she had lived since June 1989. 
She was the daughter of E. E. 
Black and Minnie Goldizen 
Black and was preceded in 
death by six brothers, Ira, 
Hendron, Ollie, Dewitt, Claude 
and Haven.

The late John Dahmer 
and the writer visited the 
Black home on the North 
Fork around 55 years ago. A 
memory is hay shocks in their 
yard. Ira Black stated that 
they had the best yard in that 
section because they made hay 
on it three or four times a year.

40 Years Ago 
Week of July 21, 1983

Raspberries, 
Blackberries Benefit 
From Summer Care 

Summer care of brambles — 
raspberries and blackberries 
— involves a few simple 
cultural practices. Because 
of variation in growth habits, 
each bramble crop cannot be 
handled in the same way.

Summer topping of black 
raspberries, purple raspberries 
and erect blackberries consists 
of pinching off the top three 
to four inches of new shoots 
when the shoots are three to 
four feet high. By the time 
harvesting begins in mid-July, 
the topping operation should 
be completed. The summer 
topping encourages growth of 
strong fruitful side shoots, and 
produces stronger plants.

Summer topping is not 
recommended for red or yellow 
raspberries, because it does 
not improve their fruitfulness 
or cane growth.

The canes of brambles 
characteristically die shortly 
after they have produced 
a crop. So when picking is 
completed, cut out the old 
fruiting canes and destroy 
them. They should be cut off 
close to the ground.

Cane removal after harvest 
improves growth of new shoots 
that will bear next year’s crop. 
This improves air circulation 
and eliminates sources of 
disease infection.

Week of July 28, 1983

Man Receives 
$100,000 Award 
For Suggestion

A Cumberland, Md., man 
who services computers 
and calculators in Franklin 
recently was presented 
a $100,000 award by the 
Burroughs Corporation for a 
suggestion he submitted for 
modifying machines so they 
would require less time to be 
serviced.

Recipient of the award 
was Milton J. Pfarr, Jr., 48, 
who services computers at 
Pendleton County Bank and 
the Board of of Education 
office and a calculator at the 

Pill Box.
The award was the largest 

the company has paid since 
it inaugurated its present 
employee suggestion program.

Pfarr developed a system 
for changing print wheels in 
terminal teller machines that 
cuts the repair time from four 
to six hours to one hour or less.

He has five counties in West 
Virginia–Mineral, Hampshire, 
Hardy, Grant and Pendleton, 
and selected accounts in 
Allegany and Garrett counties.

Asked what he would do 
with the money, Pfarr said, 
“Well, I’m too young to retire, 
so the only thing to do with 
that kind of money is to invest 
it.”

  
60 Years Ago 
Week of August 1, 1963

100 YEARS AGO

By LON K. SAVAGE

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e — T h e 
following is one of a series 
of articles on the Civil War. 
Each weekly installment 
covers events which 
occurred exactly 100 years 
ago.

Southerners In Gloom 
After July Defeats

July, 1863, had been a 
great month for the Union 
but a catastrophic one for the 
Confederacy, and as the month 
came to an end 100 years ago 
this week, a pall of gloom 
spread throughout the South.

The losses of the month had 
been momentous. General 
Robert E. Lee’s invasion of 
Pennsylvania had been hurled 
back with terrible slaughter at 
Gettysburg. Vicksburg, and 
30,000 Confederate troops, 
had surrendered to Gen. 
Ulysess S. Grant, cutting the 
Confederacy in two. General 
John Hunt Morgan, the 
guerilla fighter, had marched 
north from Tennessee and 
invaded Indiana and Ohio, 
only to be captured and to 
lose all but 250 of his 3,000 
men. And in Tennessee, Gen. 
Braxton Bragg had been forced 
to abandon the central part of 
the state to the Federals and 
fall back to Chattanooga, next 
to the Georgia line.

“The momentary gloom, 
hanging like the pall of death 
over our affairs, cannot be 
dispelled without a decisive 
victory somewhere,” wrote 
John B. Jones, the Confederate 
war clerk in Richmond, in his 
diary of August 2.

Jones’ diary entries as July 
ended and August began told 
a vivid story.

“Lee is falling back on this 
side of the Rappahannock (in 
central Virginia),” he wrote on 
August 4. “His army has been 
diminished by dessertions.” 
And on August 3, he wrote: 
“More than a thousand 
deserters from Lee’s army 
have crossed (the James River 
near Richmond) within the 
last fortnight. This is awful...”

On July 31, Jones noted 
a letter from a Confederate 
congressman in Mobile, 
Ala.: “Mississippi is nearly 
subdued, and Alabama is 
almost exhausted... Our recent 
disasters, and Lee’s failure in 
Pennsylvania, have nearly 

ruined us.”
And on July 29, Jones noted 

a report “that Western and 
Middle Tennessee are in the 
hands of the enemy, and that 
about half the people in East 
Tennessee are sympathetic 
with the North!”

There were still other woes. 
Federals were hammering 
away with big guns on historic 
Fort Sumter at Charleston, S. 
C. In North Carolina, 33-year-
old Governor Zebulon Vance 
was arguing heatedly against 
Confederate policies and 
was showing sings of Union 
sympathy. There also was 
growing Union sympathy in 
Arkansas. On July 27, Jones 
had written: “Nothing but 
disasters to chronicle now. 
Natchez and Yazoo City, all 
gone the way of Vicksburg...”

Two deaths that week 
heightened the sadness. The 
famous Sam Houston, former 
president and governor of 
Texas, died July 26. (This was 
no blow to the Confederacy 
however; Houston had opposed 
secession consistently). In 
Alabama, William L. Yancey, 
Confederate senator and 
former Confederate diplomat, 
died the following day.

In the western war theater, 
Gen. Joseph E. Johnston had 
become a thorn in the side of 
President Davis and finally 
had asked to be relieved of 
command of the Department 
of Tennessee and given 
command only of the forces in 
Mississippi. The request was 
granted.

And in Virginia came 
an even more momentous 
request: Lee asked Davis to 
be relieved of command of the 
Army of Northern Virginia 
so that “a younger and abler 
man than myself” could take 
over. Davis found that request 
impossible to grant.

Next week: War shifts to 
Tennessee.

Lawrence Frye Is New 
Pastor of EUB Charge

The Rev. Lawrence Frye has 
accepted the pastorate of the 
Franklin EUB Charge which 
includes the three churches at 
Franklin, East Dry Run and 
Harper Chapel.

Rev. J. Wilson Rowe 
Will Be Local 

Presbyterian Pastor

The Rev. J. Wilson Rowe, 
Jr., of Union has accepted a 
call to become pastor of the 
Franklin, Ruddle and Upper 
Tract Presbyterian churches 
and will assume his new duties 
Sunday.

70 Years Ago
Week of July 23, 1953

EDITORIAL

ONE EYED JACKS – – –

In the last few years, kings, 
queens and jokers have been 
flying about the presidential 
mansion in Washington. Now 
don’t misunderstand us — 
we’re speaking of playing 
cards, not of people

President Truman was 
considered quite a card 
“shark” at poker, but few 
details of these games got 
into the newspapers since 

the president’s favorite card 
companions were members of 
the White House press club. 
The reporters, being good 
“Joes,” didn’t snitch.

President Eisenhower is 
reputed to be an expert bridge 
player and bridge has replaced 
poker as the White House 
card game. Bridge and poker, 
unquestionably, require a 
certain amount of skill, but 
they are partially games of 
chance.

High officials in Russia and 
most of the officers in the 
Russian army play the ancient 
game of chess. As a matter 
of fact, the Russians are the 
world’s experts at this game 
of military strategy that was 
played by Napoleon and even 
Ghengas Khan.

Could it be possible that 
the hours spent in recreation 
by officials of both countries 
indirectly influence the 
diplomatic and military moves 
made in their governments? 
Some of the moves made 
by Russia in the past few 
years very much resemble 
basic principles of good chess 
strategy; and many of the 
cards played by the American 
government cannot help but 
remind one of moves made 
by persons accustomed to a 
game of chance — a bridge 
game, perhaps, in which 
America is playing “dummy.” 
The phrase “calculated risk” 
in Washington communiques 
has come to be part of our 
diplomatic vocabulary.

If there is a corellation 
between these games and 
diplomatic moves, let’s hope 
that our poker-playing and 
bridge-playing officials have 
an ace in the hole.

Week of July 30, 1953

Two County Boys, POWs, 
May Be Released By Reds

Two county families of 
“known” prisoners of war in 
Korea were jubilant Sunday 
over the signing of a truce but 
pangs of heartsickness, worry 
and fear continued to hover 
over relatives of servicemen 
reported missing in action 
since the outbreak of hostilities 
37 months ago.

The communists have 
promised to return 3,313 
American prisoners to the 
UN Command. Within three 
days to a week the POWS will 
begin to flow homeward.

In December, 1951, the Reds 
released a list containing the 
names of more than 3,000 
prisoners, but the Department 
of Defense said there was no 
way of verifying the report and 
that it was not official.

Included in the list were 
two county men, Pfc. Paul 
T. Sites, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James M. Sites of Kline, and 
Pvt. Theodore W. Willis, son 
of William Willis of Franklin.

The UN Command said 
Monday that the Reds 
promised on July 22 to free 
the 3,313 GIs at Punmonjon.

Smith Creek/
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

This is the last full week 
of July, and soon August 
will begin just like the kids 
returning to school. As one 
goes into stores, they al-
ready have back-to-school 
supplies. Doesn’t time fly 
by.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins - Mary Mitch-
ell, Bucky Moyers, Pam 
Riner, Anna Tesi, Ruby 
Propst, Alice Johnson, Ar-
lin Dale and Freda Jamison, 
Hazel Simmons, Mary Alice 
Simmons, Reva Hartman, 
Sandy Washburn, Sandra 
Vandevander, Jean Landes 
and Vestyl Bible; prayer 
list - Richard Campbell, 
Tristan Hartman, Becky 
Hedrick, Joshua Shirk, 
Ava George, Roberta Ben-
nett, Olin Hoover, Kenny 
Williams, Dennis Mitchell, 
Debbie Horst, Myrtle Ham-
mer, Jimmie Bennett, Pam 
Rexrode, Nancy George, 
Margaret Wimer, Harry Al-
len Warner, Sherman Ben-
nett, Wendell Nelson, Pete 
Keplinger, Donald Burns 
and Abby Sites.

Prayer thought: “Let’s 
praise and thank God for 
comforting, convicting and 
partnering with us. Thank 
you for the gift of your 
spirit to help me believe in 
Jesus.”

High and low tempera-
tures and precipitation for 
July 17 through July 23, 
followed by the same for 
last year, were as follows: 
July 17 - 83°, 63° (80°, 62°, 
.58”); July 18 - 84°, 61°, 
.01 (84°, 64°, .01); July 19 
– 81°, 61° (89°, 65°); July 
20 - 89°, 59°, .02” (87°, 60°); 
July 21 - 79°, 52°, .3” (88°, 
65°); July 22 – 80°, 53° (90°, 
61°) and July 23 - 82°, 54° 
(93°, 60°, .32”).
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The Region’s 1st Choice 
for Orthopedics 

Has a New Location...
...at the Corner of Gorman Avenue & Martin Street, 

on the Davis Medical Center Campus.

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY 
& SPORTS MEDICINE

812 Gorman Ave.
Elkins, WV 26241

304.637.4509
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RECOGNIZED AS THE 

Top Orthopedic Surgeons in the Region!

DR. RICHARD TOPPING • DR. WALTER BOARDWINE • DR. LUCAS PAVLOVICH

 Walter Boardwine, DO

 Lucas Pavlovich, MD, FAAOS

 Richard Topping, MD, FAAOS

 Carrie Arbogast, PA-C

 Alicia Harper, PA-C

 Linda Little, PA-C

The full orthopedic care team is comprised of trained nurses, surgical 
assistants, anesthesia providers, physical therapists, sports trainers, and 
respiratory therapists.

Our advanced orthopedic service line includes hip and knee replacement, 
sports medicine, foot and ankle reconstruction, rotator cuff, carpel tunnel, 
shoulder and elbow, and other orthopedic surgeries.

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

Summer Healthy Habits
To Blossom Into:

0 Sugary Drinks
5 Servings of Fruits and Vegetables

1 Hour of Screen Time Daily
7 - 9 Hours of Sleep

Play Outside • Spend Time with Friends

Mother’s Sayings Once Quipped Are Lost to the Past
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

As a child, one may have thought that mother invented 
certain words.  In fact, they were thought to be hers alone 
as one never saw them on spelling bees, on English tests, 
or even heard teachers use them.

Some of those words were dawdle, lollygag and dilly 
dally. One was never told what they meant and they didn’t 
sound like dictionary words.  

Dawdle…an easy meaning. Charlie Chapman dawdled. 
It looked funny. People might get the wrong idea about 
oneself.

Lollygag...Mae West was definitely a lollygagger. Can 
one imagine her saying, “Come on up and lollygag some-
time.” It actually means “loiter or lag.”

Dilly-dally...this can mean lots of things.  The best mean-
ing is to “procrastinate.”

Then there was “rambunctious.”  Were one to hear mom 
say not to get too rambunctious, one would stop doing 
whatever one was doing.  

When being cantankerous, one would usually be per-
snickety or having a hissy fit. That, or monkeyshines.

Then there were these phrases.
If not racing around like a bat out of he**, then perhaps 

one was slower than molasses in January. Ears were not 
just dirty; they could grow potatoes in them. When swal-
lowing watermelon seeds, they would grow in the stomach.  
Sound like a regular farmer’s market.  Then when not 
eating because hunger wasn’t in the cards, one would be 
told that “an empty sack wouldn’t stand up.” “It’s a sick 
bird that can’t carry its own feathers” was said when not 
wanting to wear a coat.  

At one time, these words and phrases were in a common 
place in this community.  Not too much anymore, sad to 
say.  

Life’s little instructions include the following:
1. Leave everything a little better than one found it.
2. Keep it simple.
3. Have a firm handshake.
4. Don’t expect life to be fair.
5. Be there when people needs one.
This week’s quotes are as follows:

“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see 
the whole staircase.” — Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Our phones have created what I like to call SADD - social 
attention deficit disorder.” — Dan Levy

“Housework can’t kill you, but why take a chance!” — 
Phyllis Diller

“Each of us is responsible 
for everything and to every 
human being.” — Simone De 
Beauvoir

“I hear and I forget. I see 
and I remember. I do and 
I understand.” — Source 
obscure

The porch swing is a great 
place to hear the “Talk of the 
Grove.”

Phil Downs has returned 
to his home following a 
three-week stint in North-
ern Virginia house sitting 
for Tara Kelley while she 
and Amelia Gibson toured 
Europe with the school 
band.  While there, he vis-

ited with old friends in the area, toured Gunston Hall 
(George Mason’s home) and visited his mother’s and fa-
ther’s gravesites.   

Colby Simmons celebrated his 14th birthday at the pool 
with his friends.  Happy birthday, Colby! 

On Friday, “Pidge” and Charles Anderson went to Levels 
in Hampshire County to get peaches and apples. They had 
a good trip and enjoyed it.

Ben Puffenbarger, son of Wesley and Becky Puffen-
barger, visited London, Paris, and several places in Italy 
including Pompeii. The members of the travel club of 
Pendleton County High School had a cooking class mak-
ing desserts, They also enjoyed other excursions along the 
way. He, along with his group, under the leadership of 
Karen Propst, who engaged the ET Travel tour, had such 
a wonderful and memorable time. 

Visiting Rosalee Grogg were Marleta and Junior Wimer, 
Diane Kuykendall of Harrisonburg, Virginia, Madison 
Grogg and Anthony and Asher Mauzy.  

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:
•A sapphire from Montana is in the Crown Jewels of 

England.
•New Jersey has the most shopping malls in one area 

in the world.
•President Roosevelt refused to shoot a bear in Missis-

sippi.  That’s how the teddy bear got its name.
•Sumter County in South Carolina is home to the world’s 

largest ginko farm.  
•Leonardo Da Vinci designed a model helicopter almost 

55 years ago.
August birthdays include Dustin Via, David Puffen-

barger and Lonnie Conley, first; Tracy Armstrong, second; 
Nancy Enyart, third; Brittany Gumm, Junior Bolton and 
Skyler Frame, fourth; Charlotte Hoover, Doris Hoops, 
Paula Price, Steve Stump, Carter and Colby Hott, fifth; 
Pastor Jerry Smith, Junior Wimer and John Rexrode, 
sixth; Amanda Rexrode, Karen Peer, Carl Hevener and 
Gary Smith, eighth; Dolly Rexrode, ninth, Cerrigan and 
Corrine Hedrick, Sherman Bennett, Margaret Kiser and 
Derrin and Sara Olke, 10th; 11...Brandon Mitchell and 
Patsy Smith, 11th; Sandy Bennett, 13th; Moni Harman, 
14th; Denise Neil, Bobby Shanholtz and Ina Evick. 15th; 
and Lynn Nelson and Wanda Rexrode, 16th.  

Concerns for this week are many. They are as follows: 
Charles Anderson, Roger and Joan Ashley, Mercedes Au-
mann, Vernon “Fuzzy” Baldwin,  Lynn Beatty, Marie Cole, 
Jed Conrad, Jeff Craig, Mary Eye, the Bob Fisher family, 
Donna Fleisher, Lola Graham, Jordan Greathouse, Marvin 
Hartman, Steve and Armanda Heavner, Jackie Hill, Virgil 
Homan, Jr., Myrtle Hoover, Debbie Horst, the Clad Hoten 
family, the Dick Hueter family, Mike Jamison, Alice John-
son, Richard Judy,  Danny Kimble, Dennis Kincaid, Kim 
Kline, Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Rex Landis, An-
gela Lung, Linda Malcolm, Betty Mallow, Roger and Skip 
Mallow, Neil McLaughlin, Melvin Moats, Aaron Nelson, 
Ruth Nelson, the Larry Neil family,  Don Nilsen, Cheryl 
Paine, Barbara Parker, Sutton Parrack, Shirley Pratt, 
Alda Propst, Kathy Propst, Linda Propst,  Harley Propst, 
Jason Rexrode, Jimmy Rexrode, Pam Rexrode, Donna 
Ruddle, John Ruddle, Annie Simmons,  Barry and Phyllis 
Simmons, Davey Simmons, Erin Simmons, Robbie Sites, 
Rosa Tichenor, Sandra Vandevander, Amy Vaus, Judy 
Williams, Margaret Wimer and the Anna Wright family.

Two sons of Dr. Virgil Ray (May 20, 1895 - May 1, 1952) and Leafy 
A. Mitchell Homan (Oct. 19, 1899 – Sept. 14, 1981) were, from left, 
Richard Wilson Homan (Jan. 14, 1923 - June 21, 2010) and Morris 
Mitchell Homan (Oct. 18, 1921 – Jan. 15, 1992).  Other children 
were James Reid (Sept. 18, 1924 - April 25, 2017), Virgil Ray, Walter 
Byrd (Oct. 15, 1932 - June 8, 2001), and John Franklin (July 28, 
1937 - April 11, 2021). 
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WILDCATS
SOFTBALL 

We are so very grateful for the overwhelming 
support from our softball family and community. 
Your outpouring of kindness and encouragement is 
much appreciated and will never be forgotten. 

Now let’s all get along and have a great 2024 season 
and beyond. 

Gratefully,

•Motorcyle/ATV
Repair

•Lawn Care
•Hauling Services

Motorcycle/ATV Repair: Specializing in Harley
Davidson and general maintenance on metric brands

Lawn Care: Mowing, weed eating, hedge and small tree
trimming. Both commercial and residential can benefit

Hauling Services: Mulch, gravel, topsoil, sand,
firewood, junk/trash and building supplies

Call for pricing.

Tom
Burgoyne

12-14-1957
01-17-2023

Celebration of Life
Saturday, July 29

5 p.m. - ?
Thorn Spring Park

42 All Star Drive
Franklin, WV

Bring a Chair and
Share Memories

Overnight lodging available

BBQ•Beef Brisket •Pulled Pork
•Baby Back Ribs •Chicken Leg Quarters

•Pit Beans •Coleslaw •Water
Saturday, July 29 • 9:30 a.m. - ? 

Summit Community Building
Franklin

Poultry • Vegetables • Smoked Meats
Fort Seybert, West Virginia

Benefit Pendleton County High School Cheerleaders

Friday, July 28
Open Face Pork Sandwich

Mashed Potatoes
Brussel Sprouts

Strawberries
Monday, July 31

BBQ
French Fries 

Slaw
Berry Cobbler

Tuesday, augusT 1
Chef Salad 

Beets
Yogurt 

Blueberries
Wednesday, augusT 2

Beans/Ham
Stewed Tomatoes

Cornbread
Peaches

Thursday, augusT 3
Chicken Patty

Lettuce/Tomato
Corn on the Cob
Cucumber Salad

Fruit

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meals served daily at the   
Franklin center from 11:45 
to 12:15. Two percent milk 
served with every meal.                
Menus are  subject to change.

Set
Your
Car

Straight

304-249-5154
Sugar Grove

304-249-5900
Brandywine

If your car has been 
acting a little out of 

line lately, now is the 
time to have one of 

our expert mechanics 
set it straight.

Computer Front
End Alignment
Authorized State
Inspection Center

24-Hour Wrecker Service

Bowers Garage 
& Body Shop

Potomac Valley Conference Releases Baseball and Softball All-Conference
By Stephen Smoot

Although the memory of games played on the diamond are 
starting to give way to speculations of how schools will soon 
fare on the gridiron, volleyball court, and cross country circuit, 
the Potomac Valley Conference completed its last order of busi-
ness for the school year and released its baseball and softball 
all-conference squads.

Pendleton County, who went 14 and 10 overall and 10-7 in 
the region, placed three on the all-conference squad, Clayton 
Kisamore, James Vincell, and Chase Owens. 

Kisamore led the team in on base percentage with .506, 14 
stolen bases, and a solid earned run average of 3.43. He also hit 
for a batting average of .397 and scored 29 runs while getting 27 
hits, all team leading statistics. As Sam Yokum, head baseball 
coach, describes, “Clayton was a tremendous leader by example,” 
and added that “he had tremendous character off the field.”

Vincell earned a spot due to his exceptional hitting and also 
steady play behind the plate at catcher. “James is a little bit 
more of a vocal leader. In your catcher, you want that,” Yokum 

explained. Vincell led the team in batting average at .422, field-
ing percentage at .961, runs batted in with 36, and also led the 
team in doubles and triples. “As a competitor, he helped us in a 
number of ways,” Yokum stated.

“With Chase,” Yokum said, “you didn’t have as vocal of lead-
ership as a freshman. But he became a young man we could 
depend on in a number of different positions.” The coach added 
that Owens became dependable in pressure packed positions, 
such as shortstop and pitcher. Owens was second on the team 
with stolen bases, grabbing seven. He also boasted a 4.40 ERA, 
second on the team, and scored 23 runs while getting 22 hits.

Overall, Yokum praised his team’s leaders, saying that “you 
didn’t have to worry about drama and issues. They’d be there 
every day to compete.”

Petersburg, whose team made a deep run in the state tourna-
ment, had the player of the year in Bumby Van Meter. Peyton 
Tingler and Ethan Taylor also were named from the Vikings. 
East Hardy placed Evan and Mason Hamilton, as well as Shayne 
Sisler. Mason Kisamore represented Tucker County and Kaden 
Moore was named from Tygarts Valley.

Mike Landis, the Viking coach, was named coach of the year.
In softball, the Wildcats placed two on the all-conference list, 

Avery Townsend, and Baylee Beachler. Townsend led the team 
in eight statistical categories, including batting average (.457), 
on base percentage (.516), home runs (five), stolen bases (27), 
runs (41), hits (37), RBIs (22), slugging percentage (.987), and 
triples (11). In the same fashion as baseball Hall of Famer Rickey 
Henderson, Townsend combined speed and power, which made 
her double trouble from the leadoff position.

Beachler led the team in doubles with 11, had a .425 on base 
percentage, scored 23 runs, and had 20 RBIs. She also served 
as a starting pitcher for the Wildcats and always brings ferocity 
to every sport she plays, whether it be volleyball, basketball, or 
the softball diamond.

The PVC has not yet selected a player or coach of the year. 
East Hardy placed Emma Heisman and Gabbreanna Miller. 
Petersburg is represented by Samantha Colaw, Braylee Corbin, 
Ella Chew, and Addie Kitzmiller. Paige Shaffer and Kate Sim-
mons were named from Tucker County.

(All statistics were drawn from Max Preps.)

Convention and Visitors Bureau Selects Officers, Reviews Grant Ideas at Annual Meeting
By Stephen Smoot

The Pendleton County Convention and Visitors Bureau met 
last week to discuss a range of issues, each of which will help to 
expand the impact of its efforts.

The board first heard reports from the grants, then the mar-
keting committees.

Annie Humes and Lindsey Kazarick both spoke on behalf of 
the grant committee. Humes opened by discussing the board’s 
conversation concerning Appalachian Forest Natural Heritage 
Area grant opportunities. With the deadline looking at the end 
of July, the committee encouraged urgency.

Humes suggested that “we concluded it would be best to write 
a grant to plan.” A planning grant seeks funds that will help 
an organization to lay the foundation on which a project can be 
built. Funds can help with research, organization, technology, 
and infrastructure, as well as outlining future projects that might 
use the planning grant product as a base. Planning grants help 
to organize and focus activities of the intended project.

A CVB planning grant, Humes added, would help to deter-
mine the scope of work and skill building, as well as “to be well-
informed and strategically implement plans.”

Kazarick agreed, explaining that “this is very common to do 

with a grant project. We (Future Generations University) do this 
a lot for work out in the field.” She added that “we are going about 
this project with more intention and not just go out willy-nilly.”

The planning grant will also help the team to vet various 
ideas that the CVB has developed to see what will serve as the 
best use of resources, starting with a goal “to learn and listen” 
to other individuals and groups.

Amber Nesselrodt, executive director of the CVB, suggested 
that “we could leave it to the discretion of the grants committee 
to pursue more information.”  Subsequent discussion focused 
on possible training options that could be funded by the grant, 
including for part time professional interpreters.

Kazarick explained that FGU will be certified to work with 
interpretive guides next spring, whether they are seasonal, part 
time, new hires, or volunteers.

Next the board heard from members of the marketing commit-
tee and reviewed the draft of the Adventure Guide. Brian Wil-
liams, board member, exclaimed, “This is the best promotional 
material I have ever seen for Pendleton County.” 

Discussion then moved to businesses and other entities that 
are and are not represented in the guide. Nesselrodt echoed a 
suggestion from Mike Alt, chief of the Upper Tract Volunteer 
Fire Department, that local hospitals and other medical estab-

lishments be included. 
Williams then asked, “Does this talk at all about lack of cell 

phone service?” Nesselrodt responded that in most areas lacking 
service, one could still make an emergency call, but suggested 
identifying places that have service available to the public with 
a Wi-Fi icon.

Janice Lantz, outgoing board president, implored the group 
to “promote the uniqueness of Pendleton County. There’s a lot 
of little details that are important,” and added that “we need to 
be as thorough as we can.” She gave examples, such as adding 
more information related to fishing on the North Fork. Lantz 
also said, “Falls of Seneca is a unique place and it’s on the State 
Waterfall Trail.”

Finally, as required by law, the board held its annual meeting 
component of the day. Nesselrodt explained that “every year, for 
the CVB to be accredited, we need an annual meeting to review 
the code of conduct and board responsibilities.”

After Nesselrodt reviewed the required materials, the board 
discussed the slate of officers that will govern the board over the 
next year. Kazarick will replace the outgoing Lantz as board 
chair. Sam Wood will serve as vice chair. Humes stated that 
she would accept a combined secretary and treasurer position.

Gillespie Reveals New Emergency Response Asset at County Commission Meeting
By Stephen Smoot

The second July meeting of the Pendleton County Commission 
opened with an invocation from Roger Dahmer, county commis-
sioner. He prayed that God would “give us what we need in the 
season that we need it.”

Karen Pitsenbarger, county administrator, reported that the 
rescue squad requested help in replacing tile flooring in their 
facility. Diane Mitchell, county 911 coordinator, warned that 
some of the tiles could contain asbestos, with Carl Hevener, 
county commission president, responding “we just need to go 
down there and take a look at it.”

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton County emergency services coordina-
tor, followed up by proposing the hiring of a new 911 telecom-
municator. “He comes to us with the majority of his qualifica-
tions from his service in Grant County.” Gillespie added that 
“applications are still open” and “would love to hire additional 

people, both full and part time.”
Gillespie then discussed the drone purchased to support 

emergency services. He explained that the $9,000 drone will 
serve as “our own air wing.” It can more efficiently and with 
less cost serve many of the same functions as a helicopter in 
emergency response situations. Gillespie said that it would be 
much more reliable as well, since occasionally helicopter requests 
go unfulfilled.

“They’re pretty impressive with all you can do with them,” he 
explained to the commission. The drone’s capabilities include 
extreme zoom capabilities on the camera, the latest night vision 
technology, infrared capabilities, sensors to prevent crashing into 
objects or the operator, navigation lights, and more. The state 
fire marshal’s office currently uses them in fire investigations.

Federal Aviation Administration rules require that operators 
maintain a line of sight and Gillespie speculated that teams of 
spotters could give the drone added latitude there.

Commissioners also heard a report from Barbara Fortner, 
who runs the Senior Community Service Employment Program 
for Region 8 Planning and Economic Development. She shared 
that her program is funded by the U.S. Department of Labor 
and benefits individuals 55 and over, low income or unemployed.

Despite the title, Fortner explains that “it’s considered train-
ing. It is not an employment program.” Seniors in the program 
perform roles with government or non-profit organizations 
to learn new workforce style 
skill sets. Her clients perform 
tasks for up to 15 hours a week 
at the Grant County Airport, 
Mineral County Courthouse, 
public housing, and other or-
ganizations in the area.
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HEATING/COOLING

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 006661

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE OF REQUEST 
FOR ENGINEERING 

PROPOSAL

The Town of Franklin, 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, is in the process 
of obtaining engineering 
services to develop, design, 
and provide construction 
administration and resi-
dent project representation 
for a wastewater improve-
ment project.   

Professional services will 
include (1) preparation of 
bidding and contracting 
documents, (2) participa-
tion in the evaluation of 
bids received, and (3) 
monitoring and inspection 
of construction activities 
to insure compliance with 
plans and specifications.  
Procurement of said serv-
ices shall be in accord-
ance with Chapter 5G of 
the Code of West Virginia.  
Contracts are to be award-
ed on proposal detailing 
qualifications, technical ex-

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 
VALUABLE REAL 

ESTATE

The undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee, by virtue 
of the authority vested in 
him by that certain Deed 
of Trust, dated May 27, 
2000, and duly recorded 
in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County  Commis-
sion of Pendleton County, 
West Virginia, in Book No. 
79, at Page 151, and modi-
fied by Corrective Affidavit 
recorded in Book No. 174, 
at page 518, Anna Wright 
and Valery Wright and 
Charles Wright did convey 
unto Stephen L. Thomp-
son, Trustee(s), certain 
real property described 
in said Deed of Trust; 
and the beneficiary has 

thence S. 66 E. 40.39 feet; 
thence S. 34 E. 103.10 
feet; thence S. 54 E. 95.13 
feet to the East side of 
Marion Wright’s 0.75 acre 
tract. 

At the time of the ex-
ecution of the Deed of 
Trust, this property was 
reported to have an ad-
dress of:  Entry Mountain 
Rd, Franklin, WV 26807.

The referenced real 
estate will be conveyed 
with no covenants of war-
ranty, and subject to all 
covenants, restrictions, 
easements, rights of way 
and reservations which 
may be a matter of record 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s 
Office or visible upon the 
ground, all prior liens and 
encumbrances, including, 
without limitation, liens 
for real estate taxes, in-
cinerator, sanitary and 
sewer charges.  The pur-
chasers at the sale shall 
be responsible for paying 
the recording costs and 
also the tax on the privi-
lege of transferring real 
property (the cost of the 
tax stamp to be affixed to 
the deed).  The purchasers 
shall be responsible for 
payment of all real estate 
taxes.

The subject property 
will be sold in “AS IS” 
condition.  The Substitute 
Trustee shall be under no 
duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupy-
ing the subject property to 
vacate said property.  

TERMS:  $3500.00 
in cash and/or certified 
funds as deposit at the 
time of sale with the bal-
ance due and payable 
within 30 days of the day 
of sale.

FEDERAL TAX LIEN:  
In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 
the property, the United 
States would have the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty within a period of 120 
days from the date of such 
sale or the period allow-
able for redemption under 
local law, whichever is 
longer.

Pursuant to the Deed 
of Trust, the Trustee 
may postpone the sale by 
public announcement at 
the time and place desig-
nated or by posting a no-
tice of the same, and act 
by agent in the execution 
of the sale.  The parties 
secured by the Deed of 
Trust reserve the right to 
purchase the property at 
such sale.

SENECA TRUSTEES,  
 INC.
5000 Coombs Farm Drive,  
 Suite 104
Morgantown, WV 26508
(304) 413-0044
(304) 292-2918
Toll free: (888) 534-3132
Reference File No. 36448
                              7-20-2c

FOR SALE
MAMMA BEAR wood 
stove, excellent condi-
tion. Call 304-668-
2805.              7-27-2c 
CLOCK CLEANING/
REPAIR. Also have 
antique and cuckoo 
clocks for sale. Call 
anytime 304-358-
7521.           6-15-eow 
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

FOR RENT

EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY–The 
Pendleton County 
Commission is seek-
ing qualified appli-
cants for the posi-
tion of a full-time 
Legal Secretary for 
the Office of Pros-
ecuting Attorney. 
Prior secretarial ex-
perience required. 
The successful ap-
plicant must have 
good knowledge of an 
office environment, 
organizational skills, 
the ability to commu-
nicate effectively both 
verbally and in writ-
ing, exercise initia-
tive and judgment in 
completing tasks and 
responsibilities, and 
establish and main-
tain effective working 
relationships. Typing 
and computer skills 
are essential. Salary 
commensurate with 
experience. Applica-
tions may be obtained 
by visiting the Com-
mission office locat-
ed in the Pendleton 
County Courthouse, 
between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Scanned ap-
plications must be 
r e turned ,  al on g 
with resume  to, 
pcpasec@pendleton
countywv.gov. Ref-
erences required. 
For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Karen Pitsenbarger 
at 304-358-7573. The 
Pendleton County 
Commission is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.      7-27-2c

HELP WANTED

NOTICE
RECOVERY CELE-
BRATION Saturdays 
at 6 p.m., Fairview- 
Bethel United Meth-
odist Church, Siple 
Mountain Road, Fort 
Seybert. (signed cred-
it available) Meet–
Greet–Eat.    5-12-tfn

SPECIAL NOTICES

WANTED
WILL DO CARPEN-
TRY & construction 
work, 20+ years expe-
rience. Call 304-567-
3166, leave message.
                       7-27-2c 
BUYING MORGAN 
silver dollars and 
other silver coins. 
Market price paid. 
304-668-2526.  
                       7-20-2c
* P A I N T I N G * 
33 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
etc. and Pressure 
Washing, Interior 
Painting. Call Ron-
nie Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.    2/9x11/2p 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF

GRANT COUNTY, WEST 
VIRGINIA

IN THE MATTER OF
    B. H., Infant Male

CASE NO. 22-JA-43

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

TO:  The Unknown
        Father of B. H.,
        Infant Male

You are hereby noti-
fied of the above style ac-
tion pending in the Circuit 
Court of Grant County, 
West Virginia. An un-
known male has been iden-
tified as the father of B. H., 
born November 7th, 2022, 
to Casey Kimble. The ac-
tion pending is an abuse 
and neglect case which can 
result in the termination 
of parental, custodial and/
or guardianship rights to 
the above child which is the 
subject of these proceed-
ings. You are advised that 
every parent, custodian 
and/or guardian is entitled 
to and has a right to coun-
sel at every stage of this 
proceeding.

An Adjudicatory/Accel-
erated Disposition hearing 
is currently scheduled in 
this matter for September 
15th, 2023, at hour of 10:30 
a.m. The hearing will be 
held in the courtroom of 
the Grant County Court-
house, 5 Highland Ave., 
Petersburg, West Virginia. 
You should appear at this 
hearing to protect and de-
fend your interests. You 
can obtain a copy of the 
Petition filed in this mat-
ter and further informa-
tion about the case from 
the Grant County Circuit 
Clerk’s Office, telephone 
number 304-257-4545, or 
from Nathan Bennett, an 
attorney that has been ap-
pointed for you at 304-851-
8531. Failure to appear 
and/or file a response to 
this action can, and prob-
ably will, result in the loss 
of your rights to said child.

 John G. Ours
 Prosecuting Attorney  
   Grant County
 State Bar No. 2791
 P. O. Box 515
 Petersburg, WV 26847
 304-257-2323

7-27-2c

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that by virtue of the au-
thority under that certain 
deed of trust executed by 
William E. Wright and 
Tiffany B. Shirk, to Jef-
frey S. Bowers and J. Stu-
art Bowers, II, Trustees 
dated March 27, 2013, 
and recorded in the office 
of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Pendleton 
County, West Virginia, in 
Trust Deed Book 140, at 
page 586, by which was 
conveyed to said Trustee(s) 
the hereinafter described 
real estate to secure the 
payment of a certain prom-
issory note set out and 
described therein, and de-
fault having been made in 
the payment of said note, 
the undersigned Substitute 
Trustee(s) having been ap-
pointed Substitute Trustee 
by an Appointment of Sub-
stitute Trustee dated June 
13, 2023, and having been 
requested in writing by the 
holder of said note, will sell 
to the highest and best bid-
der on August 10, 2023 at 
12:40 p.m., at the front door 
of the courthouse of Pendle-
ton County, West Virginia, 
the real estate conveyed 
by said deed of trust and 
situate in Franklin Dis-
trict, Pendleton County, 
West Virginia, together 
with easements, improve-
ments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, and 
at the time of the signing 
of the Deed of Trust it was 
reported that the address 
was 16 Vealey Cir., Fran-
klin, WV 26807 and being 
more particularly bounded 
and described therein as 
follows:

All that certain tract, 
lot or parcel of land 
and premises situate, 
lying and being in 
the Franklin District, 
Pendleton County, 
West Virginia and be-
ing more particularly 
described as follows:

Beginning at a 5/8” 
rebar set in the line 
of a parcel owned by 
Eastern Allegheny 
Council for Human 
Services, Inc. (Tax 
Map 28A, Parcel 
38, Deed Book 149, 
Page 157) and be-
ing South 41° 25’ 00” 
East 110.04 feet from 
a 5/8” rebar found, 
corner to said par-

cel; thence with said 
line South 41° 25’ 
00” East 72.77 feet 
to a 5/8” rebar set; 
thence with a new 
division line through 
the lands of Almost 
Heaven Habitat for 
Humanity (Tax Map 
28A, Parcel 36, Deed 
Book 190, Page 383) 
South 48° 50’ 39” 
West 107.33 feet to a 
5/8” rebar set on the 
northern right-of-way 
limits of Vealey Cir-
cle (thirty foot right-
of-way); thence with 
said limits North 42° 
56’ 39” West 65.06 
feet to a 5/8” rebar 
set; corner to another 
parcel owned by Al-
most Heaven Habitat 
for Humanity (Tax 
Map 28A, Parcel 35, 
Deed Book 191, Page 
35); thence with a line 
of said parcel North 
44° 47’ 00” East 
109.30 feet to the be-
ginning, containing 
0.171 acres, more or 
less.

Reserving to other for 
the right of ingress 
and egress is an ease-
ment over a fifteen 
foot common drive-
way and an eleven 
foot common drive-
way.

The above described 
parcel and easements 
are shown on a plat 
dated January 10, 
2013.

Being a part of the 
lands described in a 
conveyance by Craig 
E. Thompson to Al-
most Heaven Habitat 
for Humanity, Inc. by 
deed dated May 14, 
2012 and recorded in 
the office of the Clerk 
of Pendleton County, 
West Virginia in 
Deed Book 190, at 
page 383.

This sale is made subject 
to any special assessments, 
unpaid taxes, easements, 
conditions, reservations 
and restrictions affecting 
the aforesaid real estate.

The property will be 
conveyed in an “AS IS” 
condition by Deed contain-
ing no warranty, express or 
implied, subject to all prop-
erty taxes, prior Deeds, 
liens, reservations, encum-
brances, restrictions, rights 
of ways, easements, cov-
enants, conveyances and 
conditions of record in the 
Clerk’s office or affecting 
the subject property.

Pursuant to the terms 
of said deed of trust, the 
Substitute Trustee(s) may 
postpone the sale by pub-
lic announcement at the 
time and place designated 
for the sale.  The West 
Virginia Housing Develop-
ment Fund or its designee 
may purchase the property 
at any sale.

The Substitute Trustees 
shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant 
or person occupying the 
property to vacate said 
property, and any personal 
property and/or belongings 
remaining at the property 
after the foreclosure sale 
will be deemed to consti-
tute ABANDONED PROP-
ERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORD-
INGLY.

TERMS OF SALE:  
Ten percent (10%) of the 
purchase price as a deposit 
with the balance due and 
payable within 30 days of 
the day of the sale.

DATED this 11th day of 
July, 2023.
  
            Pill & Pill, PLLC,
            Substitute Trustee

BY:
   Richard A. Pill, Member
   304-263-4971
   foreclosures@pillwvlaw. 
     com                     7-27-2p

pertise, management/staff-
ing capabilities and related 
prior experience.  

The aid of the competitive 
process is to objectively 
select the firm who will 
provide the highest qual-
ity of service at a realistic 
fee.   Accordingly technical 
qualifications and experi-
ence will be weighed heav-
ily.  Selected respondents 
will be interviewed and the 
firm judged most qualified 
will be asked to prepare a 
final proposal which would 
include fees for said serv-
ices.  

Please submit all requested 
information no later than 
4:00 p.m., Thursday, Au-
gust 3, 2023, to Kim Rud-
dle, Region 8 Planning and 
Development Council, 131 
Providence Lane, Peters-
burg, West Virginia 26847.  
Interested firms should 
contact the Region 8 PDC 
at www.regioneight.org/
projectopportunities, for a 
copy of the proposal format.   

Attention is directed to 
the fact that the Town will 
undertake the project with 
State and Federal funds.  
The selected firm will be re-
quired to comply with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Executive Order 
11246, Section 109 of the 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act of 1974, Sec-
tion 3 of the Housing and 
Urban Development Act 
of 1968, Conflict of Inter-
est Statement and Access 
to records provisions and 
all other requirements as 
related to federally funded 
projects.  

The Town will afford full 
opportunity for minority/
disadvantaged business en-
terprises to submit a show 
of interest in response to 
this invitation and will not 
discriminate against any 
interested firm or individ-
ual on the grounds of race, 
creed, color, sex, sexual 
orientation, sexual identi-
fication, age, handicap, or 
national origin in the con-
tract award.

Robert Horan, Mayor
                                 7-20-2c

elected to appoint Seneca 
Trustees, Inc., as Substi-
tute Trustee; and default 
having been made under 
the aforementioned Deed 
of Trust, and the under-
signed Substitute Trustee 
having been instructed by 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, not in its in-
dividual capacity but solely 
as Owner Trustee of CSMC 
2018-RPL3 Trust to fore-
close thereunder, will offer 
for sale at public auction at 
the front door  of the Pend-
leton County Courthouse 
in Franklin, West Virginia, 
on

August 24, 2023
at 12:00 PM

the following described 
real estate, together with 
its improvements, ease-
ments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, situ-
ate in 03 – Franklin Dis-
trict, Pendleton County, 
West Virginia, and more 
particularly described as 
follows: 

All that certain tract of 
parcel of real estate, lying 
and being situate 425 feet 
West of W. Va. Secondary 
Route 220/6, the Entry 
Mountain Road, approxi-
mately 1.2 miles West of 
the Town of Franklin, ad-
joining the land of E. E. 
Hott on the North and on 
the South, East and West 
by the Iands of Marion 
Wright, Franklin District, 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, and is more par-
ticularly described by its 
metes and bounds as fol-
lows:

BEGINNING at a 1/2” 
iron pipe located S. 89 30’ 
W. 57.9 feet from a steel 
jack stand, corner of Mar-
ion Wright and Eldon E. 
Hott, thence S. 89 30’ W. 
104.36 feet with the line 
of Hott to a 3/4” iron pipe; 
thence S. 0 30’ E. 104.36 
feet to a jack handle wit-
nessed by a cap in the 5” 
oak in a clump of four oaks 
at 2.70 feet; thence N. 89 
30’ E. 104.36 feet to a 3/4” 
iron pipe; thence N. 0 30’ 
W. 104.36 feet to the begin-
ning and containing 0.25 
acre or 10,891 square feet 
as surveyed and calculated 
by Edward Paul Morton, 
Sr.

BEING the same prop-
erty conveyed to Valery 
Wright, Charles Wright 
and Anna Wright by deed 
from Marion Wright, dated 
March 15, 1976, recorded 
May 13, 1978 in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court 
of Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, in Deed Book 99, 
page 340.

A 30 foot right-of-way 
through the 1.6 acre and 
0.75 acre tracts of Marion 
Wright is also conveyed. It 
runs from the Northwest 
corner of the 0.25 acre 
tract to the East boundary 
of Marion Wright’s 0.75 
acre tract and is described 
as follows:

Beginning at the ¾” iron 
pipe N. 89 30’ E. 57.9 feet; 



Page 8 - July 27, 2023  - The Pendleton Times

  

SGR304A 9.91 Acres, w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home, 1120 sq. 
ft., 2-Car Carport, Detached Garage. Located in Seneca 
Rocks area. NEW LISTING $259,900.00.
SGR300A 599.19 Acres, more or less, off of Sandy Ridge 
Rd. Hunting, Food Plots, Timber, Catfish Pond, Mtn. 
Views, Roads throughout. Franklin District. NEW LISTING 
$1,795,000.00.
SGR297A 6.59 Acres, Lot #21, Blackthorn Mtn. Estates, 
Electric available. Sugar Grove District. $45,000.00. 
SGR296A 0.90 Acres w/1 Bedroom Townhouse w/Loft, 
Riverbend Gardens, Common area, HOA fee, Corner Unit. 
NEW LISTING $64,900.00. 
SGR290A 0.82 Acres, Raw Land located in Bethel District 
along US RT 33 East. Public Water available. $15,000.00.
SGR287A 0.20 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Doublewide 
Home, close to local amenities. Franklin Corp., Pend-
leton County. NEW LISTING REDUCED $100,000.00 
REDUCED $89,900.00.
SGR282A 0.75 Ac. w/Store Front/Residence located in 
Brandywine. Needs some TLC. $85,000.00 $69,000.00. 
SGR634 2.7 Acres, Electric nearby, Septic, Public Water 
avail. $69,500.00. 
SGR277A 17.81 Acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Home, 2-4 Car 
Garages, Hiking/ATV Trail, Well water w/deeded access to 
Spring. Sugar Grove District. Covenants & Restrictions ap-
ply. NEW LISTING $499,900.00 REDUCED $479,900.00.                   
SGR271-A 1.84 Acres, Potomac Heights Subdivision, 
Williams Rd., Franklin District, Pendleton County, WV. 
$14,000.00.
SGR258B 3.42 Acres, w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home. Sugar Grove 
District, Falcon Lane. $259,000.00.
SGR252A 81.01 Acres, more or less, Lot 7, Seneca 
Lookout, adjoins National Forest. Spring on property. 
North Fork hiking trail crosses. Union District. Covenants 
& Restrictions. $519,000.00.
SGR246 242.36 Acres, more or less, w/5 Bed, 2-1/2 
Bath Contemporary Home as well as a Farmhouse on              
property. Pond, Magnificent Views. Conservation Ease-
ment. $998,700.00.
SGR245 0.96 Acres w/2 Bed, 1.5 Bath 1900’s                                    
Remodeled Cottage, Seneca Rocks. $249,900.00          
REDUCED $234,900.00.
SGR244 0.14 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 1,008 sq. ft. Home, 
Bonus Room, Metal Roof, Mini-Splits. Franklin Corp. 
$149,900.00. 

SGR241 60.24 Acres w/Cabin. Exceptional Views,      
Excellent Hunting w/Hunt Stands in place. Bathhouse, 
Electric Nearby, Cistern, Small pond. Close to National 
Forest. NEW LISTING $289,000.00.
SGR236 World Class View Overlooking Germany Valley! 
Log Cabin, 70.08 Acres, 2 bed, 2.5 Baths. Seneca Lookout. 
Some Restrictions.  $799,000.00.
SGR223 0.6673 Acres w/Spacious 3 Bed, 2 Bath Home, 
2090 sq. ft., 1 Car Detached Garage. Franklin Corp. 
$329,000.00 REDUCED $299,000.00..
SGR216 0.662 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath, 908 sq. ft. Cabin   
located in close proximity to Brushy Fork Lake and Na-
tional Forest, Sugar Grove District. $79,900.00 REDUCED 
$74,500.00
SGR197 557.7 Ac., Raw Land, Excellent Hunting, 
Joins National Forest, No Utilities, Potential Food Plots,             
Watering Holes, Bldg. Sites w/Views. Milroy District, Grant 
County. $1,749,000.00.
SGR193 391.70 Acres, Hayfields, Pastureland, Native 
Brook Trout Stream, Marketable Timber, 360 deg. Views. 
Franklin District, Pendleton County. $1,399,000.00.
SGR188 22.72 Ac., Raw Land, Hoover Mtn., Hunting, Bldg. 
Sites. $179,900.00.
SGR187 8.87 Ac., Raw Land, Hoover Mtn., Bldg. Sites, 
View. $79,900.00.
SGR156 15.97 Acres, Rolling Hills Estate, Electric nearby, 
Water available.Hardy County. $95,000.00. REDUCED 
$89,900.00.
SGR128 2-3 Bedroom Ranch w/Full Basement on 0.6386 
Acres, more or less, Moyers Gap Rd, Sugar Grove District. 
NEW LISTING $169,000.00 REDUCED $149,900.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR042 Five Unit Townhouse property located in         
Brandywine. Each unit has 2 Bdrms, 1.5 Baths, LR and 
Large Kitchen. Near National Forest for hunting and       
fishing. Perfect for retirement income, live in one and rent 
the others! $399,000.00. 
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.358.7610
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Laura B. Brown, Sales Agent  C 304.668.3952
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304-851-3522

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

CIRCLEVILLE AREA, 66.05 acres +/-, approximately 12 acres 
pasture, 51 acres wooded, secluded, easy access, stream and dug 
well, old homestead. $249,000.

278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807

NEW LISTING - FRANKLIN - Cozy 4 BR/2 BA rancher situated on 1.50 
private, level acres. Over 2,200 sf of living area, with propane FA and 
wood stove heat. Appliances convey. Fully fenced with beautiful land-
scaping. Miscellaneous outbuildings, including a chicken coop and a 
greenhouse. $299,900. Call Angie Nelson.
CIRCLEVILLE - Old 2-story farm house on +/- .5 AC, 5 BR 1.5 BA, new 
roof, public water, fenced yard, also old country store bldg. Close to 
Seneca Rocks, Spruce Knob, Canaan Valley and Snowshoe. $220,000 
PRICED TO SELL. Call Gene.

Gene Boggs, Associate Broker 304-358-7982
Kathy Sponaugle 304-668-3283                           Angie Nelson 304-358-2524

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2021 CHEVY EQUINOX LT AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, only 30K miles.............................................................................$26,900
2021 KIA RIO S 5-DR HATCHBACK, 1.6 4-cyl., auto., ldd., white, only 7K miles, like new cond. .........................................$19,900
2020 HYUNDAI SANTA DE SE,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., champagne, 53K miles ...............................................................................$25,900
2019 SUBARU LEGACY L AWD 4-DR SEDAN, 2.5 4-cyl., auto., ldd., light blue color, only 33K miles, ex. cond. ................$24,900
2019 SUBARU CROSSTREK PREMIUM AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., blue, only 47K miles, ex. cond. .......................................$28,900
2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 106K highway miles ..................................................................$17,900
2018 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM AWD, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd, blue 102K miles, very sharp ....................................................$19,900
2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., black, 146K miles ................................................................................$16,900
2014 FORD EXPLORER AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 liter, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 170K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $14,900 $10,900
1997 FORD MUSTANG COBRA CONVERTIBLE, V-8, 5-spd., ldd., white, tan leather, only 49K miles, ex. cond.
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $29,500 $27,500

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2021 FORD E-450 34 FT MOTORHOME “Forest River Pkg.,” 7.3 gas V-8, auto., ldd., dual slide-outs, automatic leveling,
	 leather	couch	w/recliners,	flat	screen	TVs,	etc.,	only	6,000	miles .................................................................................................$79,500
2021 FORD F-150 “SHELBY SUPER SNAKE,” 2K miles, red, new condition .................................... SPECIAL $109,500 $104,900
2020 JEEP GLADIATOR 4X4 CREW CAB TK., V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 39K miles, very sharp ............. SPECIAL $44,900 $39,900
2018 TOYOTA TACOMA EXTRA CAB 4X4, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., white, one owner w/103K miles, ex. cond. ...........................$27,900
2015 FORD F-250 REGULAR CAB 4X2 UTILITY TRUCK, 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., air, etc., 129K miles ............................$19,500
2015 FORD F-350 CREW-CAB 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., white, 79K miles ..............................................$49,500
2015 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB SHORTBED 4X2, 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., ldd., white, 175K miles, ex. cond. ........................$19,900
2010 FREIGHTLINER M106 HD TANDEM AXLE UTILITY TRUCK, dsl., auto., knuckle boom crane, welder,
 compressor, etc. .............................................................................................................................................................................$29,900
2009 FREIGHTLINER M106 SINGLE AXLE HD UTILITY TRUCK, dsl., 6-spd., mechanic’s crane, welder, air
 compressor, etc., 94K miles ...........................................................................................................................................................$29,900

Great Financing Rates Now Available

Doug Richmond, PS
Land Surveyor

40 years of experience
in large and small projects

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S

Head Waters, VA 24442
Home 540-396-4862 • Cell 540-373-4045

Pendleton County Schools
will be conducting routine vision, 

speech and hearing screenings on all 
preschool and kindergarten students. 
Students new to West Virginia and Pendleton 

County will receive a speech screening. Students 
new to West Virginia will receive a hearing screen-
ing. Students in second and fourth grades will re-
ceive a vision screening.  Students who are referred 
for testing by the school psychologist for reasons 
other than testing for the gifted program will re-
ceive a hearing and vision screening.

If a parent does not want their child to partici-
pate in the screenings, a written notice needs to be 
sent to the Director of Student Services by August 
4, 2023, at Pendleton County Schools, P.O. Box 888, 
Franklin, WV 26807.

Help wanted 
to care for handicapped 

person at home.

HELP WANTED

Please call Paul Morton 
304-358-3028

John and Julia
BOWERS

Sunday, July 30

Friends Run Church of the Brethren
Bring a dish and come get reacquainted

with your cousins over a meal.

Eating Around Noon

Look who’s turning 

Love ya! Pap Paw, Gram Maw
& 

Big Brother Logan

Michael
on July 30

11

Karen Jameson
Independent Reseller of Rada Cutlery

304-358-3705 (home)                         304-668-5974 (cell)

To place an order, go to
https://radakitchenstore.com/?rfsn=6100217.77bdla

David and Kathy
Hartman

Celebrate 50 Years
of Marriage

They were married June 30, 1973, 
at the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints
on Smith Creek Road in Frankin

Happy Anniversary!
Love, Your Children

He is a 2-year-old Chihuahua, weighs 4.5 
pounds and has a broken cartilage on his 
right ear so it droops. He is very skittish 

and snaps if you get too close.
Ran away June 27 from his sitters house

on Blue Gray, near the bus garage. 
Last time seen or heard was July 20

near the bus garage. 
If you see him please call or text me

214-417-4320.
I live on Main Street in Franklin. 

Mickeyboy Is Lost

Continued From Page 1

egy. “You can adapt wind speeds on it,” Will Adkins said, 
adding that “you can even manipulate the surroundings.” 
The device also works with an app that can be downloaded 
onto a phone.

The TopTracer range helps the facility start to take advan-
tage of two trends described by Will Adkins. As he explains, 
the pandemic pushed many to try activities outdoors and also 
with opportunity to safely separate from others. At the same 
time, younger adults are “devouring data” in many aspects 
of their lives. 

He stated, “It’s a little more technical than a guy like me 
would use, but kids like it.”

Overall, the Adkinses have a vision that centers around 
creating a full experience that goes beyond playing great golf 
in a spectacular setting. “We want to do an affordable, but 
luxurious place to come,” Will Adkins said, then added, “We 
want to make a happy place.” Currently he is trying “to find 
a chef that can work in the restaurant.”

Part of the vision also involves “not going over the top and 
promising what we can’t deliver.” Other economic development 
plans and ideas over the years have met the unfortunate fate 
of doing too much, too fast, especially in terms of the residen-
tial community they also have started developing in the area.

As the website for The Lodges at Eagles Nest, a mountain 
development in North Carolina, states, “So much of what 
Will and Mark do is about creating multi-generational, legacy 
communities that can be enjoyed by families generation after 
generation.” Will Adkins stated that “not going too crazy with 
promises,” and “letting the natural amenities do their thing” 
will provide a sustainable pace.

On Aug. 26, the Adkinses will host an event sale for potential 

purchasers of lots that will coincide with a golf tournament. 
Scott Rightsell will bring his smoker and feed attendees 
barbeque while a band will provide traditional music. As Ms 
Adkins says, “we want a taste of West Virginia” to offer those 
coming for the sale. 

The Adkinses expressed appreciation for help from Bill and 
Chris Ward “who know where every pipe is” and also Jerry 
Landis who has “been very loyal to the past people and a 
great asset for us.”

Will Adkins also praised the Pendleton County community, 
especially its government officials. He said “It makes us want 
to do even better here because everyone seems to be on our 
side.”

The Highlands at Fisher Mountain


