
Chesapeake Bay Grant Awards 
Highlighted by EPA Presentation

By Stephen Smoot

Martha Shimkin, the director of the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Chesapeake Bay Program Office came in 
person to the banks of the North Fork at 
Seneca Rocks to discuss small watershed 
and other grants.

More than $24 million went to 57 “on-the-
ground community-based projects in West 
Virginia and across the watershed,” an EPA 
release stated.

Shimkin opened the event by thanking “a 
really good group of good partners,” as well 
as the financial support of the United States 
Congress. 

She noted that “West Virginia has ac-
complished a lot.” Shimkin then explained 
how the Chesapeake Bay program’s mem-
ber states all had “water quality goals” and 
“specific outcome levels.” West Virginia has 
consistently met those mandates over the 
past several years and is “the state on track 
to meet these goals.”

Goals depend on each state’s unique envi-
ronmental circumstances so as to evaluate 
fairly. West Virginia remains on track to 
meet the 2025 benchmarks.

What Shimkin did not include is that West 
Virginia relies on voluntary programs, edu-
cation, and incentives, as opposed to punitive 
and punishing laws originally suggested by 
the EPA to member states decades ago. The 
Mountain State was the only one to ignore 
EPA advice and adopt the collaborative, 

Pendleton County Emergency 
Rescue Teams Up with School 
System for a Medical Timeout

By Stephen Smoot

Tragedy struck Madison 
Middle School in Boone Coun-
ty late last month when Cohen 
Craddock, an eighth-grade 
football player, lost his life as 
a result of injuries sustained 
on the field.

Though such a loss only 
happens rarely, the last time 
in West Virginia took place in 
Roane County in 2019, Pendle-
ton County Emergency Rescue 
has forged a partnership with 
Pendleton County Schools. 
Together, they seek to keep 
student-athletes as safe as 
possible in all sports.

Mike Alt, training officer for 
PCER, was joined by Tina Eye, 
PCER president, and several 
emergency medical responders 
last week. They joined the foot-
ball coaching staff and players 
to run a preparedness drill as 
part of the Friday Night Medi-
cal Time Out program.

Zac Smith, head coach, 
told his players to set up on 
the sideline “just like Friday 
night” and asked Alt and Eye 
how to arrange the players for 
the drill. They simulated one 
player down on the field with 
a serious injury.

“It’s important when the 
county buys in,” said Alt. “Not 
every county buys in.”

Alt, Eye, and the rest of 

the emergency responders 
demonstrated what to do in 
an emergency situation. They 
taught players and coaches the 
proper way to signal for EMTs.

Eye then told the players 
that “when we have this hap-
pen, we want you to make a 
circle all the way around so 
that people can’t see in.”

The purpose of the circle lies 
primarily in shielding the pri-
vacy of the injured player from 
onlookers and especially those 
inclined to film and post on 
social media such an incident. 
“Believe it or not,” Alt stated, 
“people will be filming.”

Players form a shoulder to 
shoulder circle as tightly as 
possible. Additionally, it cre-
ates a barrier that keeps out 
well-meaning individuals who 
want to help, but could inter-
fere with the work of quali-
fied and trained emergency 
responders. “Everybody wants 
to help,” Alt said, “but control 
is an important thing too.” He 
urged players to ask parents or 
others who wish to help to see 
the head coach first.

Alt urged the players that 
though they may instinctually 
want to watch the treatment 
of a teammate that they care 
about, he said, “You don’t want 
to see this.”

The concept comes from 
The Kyle Group, whose web-

site states that their “team is 
composed of individuals who 
share a common dedication 
to education and small town 
USA, its unique challenges, 
and the community spirit that 
fuels positive change.” On the 
page featuring the Friday 
Night Medical Timeout pro-
gram, they feature an image of 
a drill conducted at Woodrow 
Wilson High School in Raleigh 
County. 

“Friday Night Medical Time 
Out,” the site reads “is de-
signed to prepare emergency 
medical technicians, paramed-
ics, team physicians, athletic 
trainers and anyone desig-
nated as responsible for the 
medical well-being of athletes 
or spectators on game day to 
simply be aware, prepared and 
educated.”

Its main purpose lies in re-
ducing chaos by educating all 
participants, including EMTs, 
coaches, and players to under-
stand and follow a set of pro-
tocols. The “procedure reduces 
and, in most cases, eliminates 
chaos and confusion because 
these professionals simply 
took the time to be prepared.”

Less chaos and confusion 
also saves time in cases where 
minutes – or even seconds – 
could make the difference.

Emergency responders prac-
ticed using specialized equip-
ment, such as automated 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
devices. Alt asked the EMTs to 
run the machine so that play-
ers could get accustomed to the 
sound of the device at work. 
Players also learned that if 
the defibrillator is used, that 
it could create burns if players 
have body piercings. 

He also took care to repeat-
edly tell the players that “this 
will be a big, bad traumatic 
event” and that a person can-
not prepare themselves for the 
impact of that when it occurs. 
Alt also explained that even 
minor looking incidents could 
hit the heart at the wrong time 
and cause a cardiac event or 
other serious problem. 

Alt told the students that 
normally an ambulance would 
come onto the field to save 
time, but that in the event 
of rain and mud, six to eight 
people would have to help to 
remove the injured player 
from the field. 

At the conclusion, Eye and 
Alt said, “I appreciate your 
all’s time” and the players all 
applauded the presentation.

TMF Queens Crowned

Treasure Mountain Festival royalty crowned on Aug. 24 and 25 were, from left, front row, Heartlynn 
Arbogast (Mini Miss); middle row, Aeveah Taylor (Tiny Miss), Adelynn Dispanet (Junior Miss) and 
Camaiyah Vance (Little Miss); and back row, Gabriella Trail (Miss Teen), Lillian Bodine (Miss Baby), 
Chloe Armentrout (Miss), Shania Shriver (Ms.) and Alanna Outlaw (Miss Preteen).
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The Pendleton County 
Strive to Thrive Fam-
ily Support Center on Main 
Street in Franklin will spon-
sor a community square 
dance Friday at the Pendle-
ton Community Building in 
Franklin. A workshop will 
begin at 6 p.m., followed by 
square dancing at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 304-
538-7711.

Revival services will 
be held at Christ Central 
Community Church in Up-
per Tract. Services on Fri-
day and Saturday will be-
gin at 7 p.m. and at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday. The guest 
speaker will be Pastor 
Randy Miller. Music will 
be by Deanna Miller on 
Friday, Estee Humphrey 
on Saturday and Christ 
Central’s choir on Sunday.

Everyone is invited to 
attend.

Revival Services
Scheduled at
Christ Central

The Region 8 Planning 
and Development Council 
will meet at 12:30 p.m. on 
Sept. 19 at the office located 
at 131 Providence Lane in 
Petersburg.

Region 8 PDC
To Hold Meeting

North Fork Baptist 
Church in Riverton will be 
providing a community meal 
at noon Tuesday. The cloth-
ing closet will be open. Come 
enjoy a meal and browse the 
clothes to see what a person 
may need.

Community Meal
Planned at NF
Baptist Church

Community Square
Dance Scheduled

Town of  Franklin Addresses 
Water Problems Last Week

By Stephen Smoot

For a long time, the Town of Franklin has 
worked to address the crumbling river crossing 
of the town water system. As workers looked to 
rectify the problem, complications interrupted 
water service.

The river crossing was found to be leaking 
100 gallons of water per day for an unknown 
period of time. The town made repairing the 
leak a priority for its major water project. Con-
tractors had attempted to bore under the South 
Branch River but hit hard rock that prevented 
successful completion. The line crosses south of 
town near the old Hanover building.

In a recent town council meeting, engineers 
revealed that the line had almost broken 
through the riverbed.

Frank Wehrle, town administrator, said of 
Friday, “The decision was made to make an 
open cut across the river.” Contractors com-
menced work on Labor Day Monday.

As work started the decades old water line 
under the river gave way. Wehrle explained 
that “when the line broke, we issued a conserve 
water notice.” The break of the line cut off the 
town from the plant, forcing customers to rely 
on reserves until the new line came into service. 
A boil water notice was also issued out of an 
abundance of caution.

Work finished on Sept. 2.

Wehrle explained that the situation differed 
from a normal water main break. In those situ-
ations, the town can identify an affected area 
very precisely. With the main line through the 
river out of service, this forced precautions onto 
most customers, even those with Pendleton 
Public Service District who receive water from 
Franklin’s plant.

Only when the town could confirm that the 
water was safe did they rescind the warnings. 

Wehrle stated that the recent rains had 
helped to restore the natural sources of water, 
so the drought was not a part of service inter-
ruptions and warnings. He added that many 
customers assumed that they could not do 
anything with water under a boil notice. Water 
customers only have to boil water intended for 
drinking, cooking, and brushing teeth. Washing 
dishes and clothes, as well as showering, would 
not expose anyone to problems. 

More importantly, many Town of Franklin 
residents and other water customers have not 
updated their telephone contact status with 
the town. The town issued telephone warnings 
that also spread on social media and via word 
of mouth. 

Many customers, however, had switched 
from land lines to cell service or otherwise 
changed their numbers. Wehrle urged those 
who wish to get the alerts, but who did not 
receive them last week, to update their phone 
contact information with the town. 

 PCER training officer, Mike Alt, and board president, Tina Eye, lead first responders, coaches, and 
players in an emergency response drill at PCMHS.

Trout Unlimited’s Dustin Wichterman explains 
his organization’s part in restoring native fish 
habitats.

Continued on Page 3



Noah Junior Mallow

Noah Junior Mallow, 83, of 
Franklin passed away Sept. 
4, 2024, at Sentara RMH in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, after 
a brief illness.

He was born on May 4, 
1941, at Cabins, the son of 
the late Mason Wade and 
Dovie Alice (Watts) Mallow. 

Mr. Mallow attended Pe-
tersburg High School. He 
had worked at Franklin Oil 
Company, Ruddle Equip-
ment, and Hanover Shoe 
Company for 32 years. He 
was a jack of all trades and 
applied his skills in small 
engine repair at Sites Fire & 
Safety Equipment, where he 
had been employed for more 
than 30 years. 

He expressed his dedica-
tion to his community and 
Franklin Volunteer Fire 
Department by joining Com-
pany #2, as Firefighter #216, 
on Dec. 16, 1966, and serving 
as a member for 57 years. He 
was a loyal member and he 
became famous for his coun-
try ham sandwiches that he 
was committed to serving 
from the Boar’s Nest at the 
fire department functions. 

He had a passion for hunt-
ing, fishing and watching 
Pendleton County High 
School football. He received 
well-deserved recognition 
for his chainsaw sharpening 
skills and gardening skills. 
He had a green thumb and 

a special touch in growing 
enormous pumpkins. 

He was a very kind and 
generous man with a serv-
ant’s heart. He was devoted 
to his family and took pride 
in his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. His 
legacy of love will continue 
to live through each of them 
as he left an imprint on each 
of their lives. 

On Dec. 10, 1962, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Thel-
ma Ruth (Hartman) Mallow, 
who preceded him in death 
on Feb. 5, 2020. 

He leaves behind to cherish 
his memory a son, Noah Jay 
Mallow of Franklin; two step-
sons, Rick Warner (Brenda), 
of Franklin, and Joey Warn-
er (Connie) of Bellingham, 
Washington; a stepdaughter, 
Jackie Pennybacker (Carroll) 
of Harrisonburg, Virginia; 
four brothers, Melvin Mallow 
(Wilma) of Rig, Roy “Tobe” 
Mallow of Fairfax, Virginia, 
Earl Mallow (Robin) and 
Eston Mallow (Linda), all of 
Cabins; five grandchildren, 
Valerie, Michael, Jessica, 
Kimberly, and Shawn; and 
four great-grandchildren, 
Carter, Bryce, Sadie, and 
Tinley.

He was also preceded in 
death by two brothers, Joe 
and Wade Mallow.

Noah’s family will receive 
friends on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7, 2024, 5-7 PM at 
the Basagic Funeral Home 
in Franklin, WV.

Funeral services were held 
Sunday in the Basagic Fu-
neral Home chapel in Frank-
lin with Pastor Brad Mitchell 
officiating. Interment was 
in Cedar Hill Cemetery at 
Franklin with a dedicated 
“last call” by Franklin Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
Company #2.

Memorials may be made 
to Franklin Volunteer Fire 
Department or Ladies Aux-
iliary.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.
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September 15 • Noon - 3 p.m.

$2495

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

German Roast Pork, Chicken Cacciatore (Italy), 
Chinese Cashew Chicken, Belgian Beef Roulades, 
Red Beef Curry (India), Mexican Chopped Salad, 

Indian Chick Pea Salad, Borscht (Ukrane),
Egg Drop[ Soup (China), Braised Green Beans with 

Savory (Germany), Basmati Rice (Middle East), 
Spaetzle (Germany), Rolls/Butter and

Assorted Desserts
Restaurant Hours: 

Friday, Saturday and Monday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.

(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.)

Seneca Caverns Open
Friday - Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3328 Germany Valley Road., Riverton
304-567-2691

International Buffet

Looking for a mechanic
with integrity? We stake

our reputation on our
friendly service, quality
work and honest value.
It’s like having a friend

in the business.

 Competent, 
trained

mechanics.
All parts & work

guaranteed.

Free written
estimates.

Bowers Garage & Body Shop
Sugar Grove - 304-249-5154~Brandywine - 304-249-5900

Serving the area for more than 40 years!

Brandywine Family Dining
Rt. 33, Brandywine ~ 304-249-5616

Treasure Mountain Festival 
Weekend Schedule

Thursday, sepT. 19 • 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday, sepT. 20 • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

saTurday, sepT. 21 • Closed
sunday, sepT. 22 • 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Specials Each Day
Come enjoy good food,

a warm, friendly atmosphere and service.

You All Are Invited To The
Blue Grass 

Mass
Sunday, September 22

11 a.m.
Lawn of Faith Lutheran Church

Franklin
Come enjoy the worship and

the Arbaughs and Friends
bluegrass gospel.

Margaret Rose Wimer

Margaret Rose Wimer, 71, 
of Franklin left her earthly 
home on Sept. 6, 2024, at 
her home.

She was born on April 18, 
1953, at Cherry Grove, the 
daughter of the late Berlin 
and Clara Mae (Arbogast) 
White. 

Ms. Wimer attended Cir-
cleville High School and was 
a member of Big Run Presby-
terian Church. She worked 
various jobs throughout her 
life, including Franklin Gar-
ment Company, Hanover 
Shoe Company and Pend-
leton Nursing Home. She 
retired in 2021, after 22 
years of service as a cook 
from Pendleton County High 
School, where she touched 
many students’ lives.

She was a devoted mother 
and grandmother who took 
pride in her family and her 

work. She was the author of 
the book, “Flood of Pendleton 
County.”

She leaves behind to cher-
ish her memory three daugh-
ters, Tina Eye, LaBreeska 
Kimble (fiancé Buck Riggle-
man) and Amy Wimer, all 
of Franklin; two sons, Co-
rey Wimer (Crystal) of Lost 
Creek and Marlin Wimer 
of Clarksburg; two sisters, 
Shirley Ann Bennett of Cher-
ry Grove and Alice Losh 
of Staunton, Virginia; two 
brothers, Leroy Roger White 
of Arbovale and Thomas 
White of Cherry Gove; and 
11 grandchildren.

She was also preceded 
in death by three brothers, 
Jackie Eugene, Paul, and 
Charles E. White; and five 
sisters, Darlene Willis, Mar-
tha Gilley, Ella May White, 
Donna Sue Colaw, and Leona 
Peck.

Funeral services were held 
Monday in the chapel of the 
Basagic Funeral Home in 
Franklin with Pastor Tim 
Johnson officiating. Inter-
ment was in the White Fam-
ily Cemetery at Riverton.

Memorials may be made 
to Upper Tract Fire Depart-
ment or Upper Tract Rescue 
Squad.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

Steve Edward Leathers

Steve Edward Leathers, 
68, a cherished father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, 
brother, and friend, passed 
away peacefully on Sept. 7, 
2024, in Fairmont.

Born on May 15, 1956, he 
was the son of the late Sarah 
Elizabeth Weakly and Jessie 
Leathers in the quaint town 
of Syria, Virginia.

Mr. Leathers’ journey was 
one marked by love, courage, 
and a remarkable ability to 
bring joy to those around 
him.

His early years were spent 
in the rolling hills of Virginia, 
where he cultivated a simple 
yet fulfilling life surrounded 
by family and nature. He 
later attended Barber School, 
a testament to his lifelong 
love of learning and personal 
growth. His professional life 
was defined by his tenure as 
a heavy equipment operator 
for the Local Union 77, where 
he was not only respected for 
his skill and dedication but 
also beloved for his camara-
derie and warmth.

Those who knew him un-
derstood that his interests 
were extensions of his char-
acter. He found solace and 
joy in fishing, feeling a deep 
connection with the serene 
waters and the life within 
them. His loyal dog, Katie, 
was a constant companion 
during his cherished walks, 
where they both enjoyed the 
simplicity and beauty of na-
ture. His porch was a haven 
for reflection as he watched 
the hummingbirds dance 
in the air, a pastime that 
brought him immense peace.

Above all, his heart be-
longed to his family, par-
ticularly his granddaughter 
and great-granddaughter, 
with whom he spent count-
less hours creating memories 
that will be treasured for 
generations. His love was a 
guiding force, and his kind 

and courageous spirit was ev-
ident in every laugh shared, 
every story told, and every 
quiet moment of support.

He was a man of few words, 
but his actions spoke vol-
umes. He was the embodi-
ment of love and kindness, 
always willing to lend a hand 
or offer a word of encourage-
ment. His courage was not 
the loud and boisterous kind 
but a quiet, steadfast pres-
ence that reassured those 
around him that everything 
would be alright.

As a farewell is bid to him, 
reflect on a life lived with in-
tention and grace. His memo-
ry will be held in the hearts of 
those who loved him, serving 
as a beacon of the love and 
kindness he so freely gave. 
His story does not end here, 
for his spirit lives on in the 
lives he touched, the natural 
world he cherished, and the 
family that will continue to 
honor his legacy each day.

A life so beautifully lived 
deserves to be beautifully 
remembered. Goodbyes are 
said to him, not with sad-
ness but with gratitude for 
the time each one was given 
with such an extraordinary 
soul. Rest in peace, as one’s 
love will continue to light 
a person’s way, and one’s 
memory will forever be a part 
of everyone.

With deep gratitude the 
family acknowledges West 
Virginia University Hospice 
for their patience, under-
standing, kindness and sup-
port.

He leaves behind a legacy 
of love and cherished memo-
ries with his son, Steven 
Leathers; his adored grand-
daughter, Emily Hardes-
ty, affectionately known as 
Tadpole; and his bright-
eyed great-granddaughter, 
Addison Hardesty. He was 
the caring brother to Rose 
Corbin, Mary Corbin, Larry 
Leathers, Roger Leathers, 
Eugene Leathers, Joyce 
Stanley, and Jackie Whidby, 
all of whom will miss his 
gentle presence profoundly.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date by his 
family.

Condolences and gifts of 
comfort may be shared with 
the family at www.smithfcc.
com.

Smith Funeral & Crema-
tion Care and SFCC Cre-
matory of Westover/Mor-
gantown, 304-292-9494, is 
providing compassionate 
professional services to the 
family.

Join Us at 
Treasure Mountain Festival

Friday Sept. 20 and Saturday Sept. 21, 2024

365 Mill Road (across from the town pool)

Breakfast Friday and Saturday: 7-10:30 AM
menu includes:
Homemade Biscuits from scratch with Sausage Gravy
Bacon or Sausage/Egg/Cheese Biscuits 
TMF Tater Bowls NEW THIS YEAR! 
Home Fries
Homemade Blueberry and Cinnamon Rolls
Homemade Jelly/Jam & Drinks

Pallet Creation Contest: VOTE for your favorite 
by penny vote. Winner will be announced Sat., Sept. 21 at noon.

Parking: $5 all day

NEW THIS YEAR!
Craft Vendors Friday and Saturday 7AM - 7PM
Local, Handmade items.
Door Prizes Every Hour!

We also have clean restrooms and seating areas to take a break 
and get out of the weather. 

All proceeds benefit PSFSI and senior programs. Help us help 
seniors live in their own homes longer! 

psfsi.org ad sponsored by Bright Eye Designs
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Board of Education Hears 
Report on Summer Expenditures

By Stephen Smoot

“We ask You to bless those whom we serve 
and the decisions we make.” J. D. Wilkins, Pen-
dleton County Board of Education president, 
shared that as part of his usual invocation.

The meeting opened with a comment from 
Jamie DiFalco. DiFalco came to share her frus-
trations with the problem of recruiting certified 
teachers in math. She related that her son had 
non-certified math teachers for three of four 
years and had struggled in the subject. Her 
comment centered on the need for consistency 
in the teaching done in county schools.

Next, Wilkins announced that Governor Jim 
Justice once again named Sept. 19 as School 
Service Personnel Day for the State of West 
Virginia.

J. P. Mowery then shared his treasurer and 
financial reports with the board. These included 
expenditures, of which Mowery provided a 
sampling. New cameras for the North Fork 
Elementary School special education rooms cost 
almost $8,000.

He also stated that most of the last COVID 
related funds would go to pay nearly $130,000 
for Chromebooks. This leaves $8,000 that the 
school system must spend by the end of this 
month or face sanctions. Just under $9,700 
went to purchase hamburger patties from Lost 
River Meat Company as part of the state initia-
tive to have schools purchase more local food. 
Lost River Meat came out ahead in the bidding 
process meant to ensure fair competition for 
county schools spending. 

Mowery expressed concern over two elec-
tric bills, one for $15,392.41 and another for 
$31,072.99. Although noting the heat at times 
over the summer, he stated that “that’s higher 
than I’d like to see,” but “I know we’re being 
charged correctly.”

After the report, Wilkins asked how many 
Chromebooks were purchased with the funds. 
Mowery replied that they cost around $400 and 
the county needed 1,000 or so. Sonny O’Neil, 
board member, asked, “Do any of them just go 
bad?” Travis Heavner replied that “we’re able to 
keep them in service for a very, very long time.”

Wilma Pitsenbarger, board member, asked 
about charging cords. Heavner replied, “That’s 
the biggest issue we’ve had,” saying that they 
cost about seven or eight dollars a piece. He 
added, “We’re going to lose some cords.”

Heavner then reported on the progress of 
the new alternative education building. The 
structure still needs a ramp for access and con-
nection of wiring and communications systems. 
He shared that “the interior is just as nice on 
the outside.” O’Neil complemented the building 
by calling it “overbuilt.”

Next, Heavner shared that benchmark test-
ing was already underway, noting that “we’re 
getting off to a very quick start.”

The board had approved a resolution to thank 
parents, students, staff, faculty, and all others 
whose work and support had helped Pendleton 
County Schools to elevate itself in state stand-
ings and perception.  It will be presented at the 
next meeting after a few edits. 

rather than the regulatory, model. 
Dustin Wichterman, associate director of 

the Mid Atlantic Coldwater Habitat Pro-
gram, rose next to speak. He praised organi-
zations and workers involved for “hundreds 
of miles of restorative work” to fish habitats. 
That includes careful construction of brook 
trout habitats along the North Fork. 

“Fix the habitat and the fish will take care 
of themselves,” Wichterman told the group.

One of the major results included one of the 
largest brook trout habitats south of Maine. 
Brook trout prefer colder waters, although 
a population living in a warm central Mary-
land river was recently discovered. 

The American eel also relies on the head-
waters of the South Branch system as part 
of its reproductive cycle that extends from 
Seneca Rocks to the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Restoring the habitats, Wichterman and 

other officials present said, brings back 
tourism draws such as brook trout, but also 
creates an economy centered around the 
maintenance of the habitats. 

After the presentation, which included 
federal and state officials, attendees toured 
in-progress and completed restoration sites 
on the North Fork River and Seneca Creek. 

West Virginia joined the Chesapeake Bay 
group of states during Cecil Underwood’s sec-
ond gubernatorial administration. Since the 
1990s, work on improving water quality has 
helped to restore natural wildlife habitats for 
iconic animals such as the blue crab. Work 
in West Virginia has focused on improv-
ing water and sewer systems, encouraging 
farmers to use fencing to keep cattle from 
direct contact with streams, and reducing 
poultry litter use to more precise levels for 
agricultural use. 

Chesapeake Bay Grant Awards

New Hunters Reminded to 
Complete Hunter Safety Class

As opening dates for fall hunting seasons 
approach, the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources is reminding new hunt-
ers who were born on or after Jan. 1, 1975, 
that they need to complete a certified hunter 
education class before they can purchase a 
hunting license.

“The WVDNR’s hunter education class is 
an essential part of ensuring that all new 
hunters in West Virginia are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills needed to hunt 
safely, ethically and responsibly,” said Brett 
McMillion, WVDNR director.

The two-day, 12-hour class is free and of-
fered at various locations around the state. 
The class covers topics such as gun safety, 
wildlife management, ethics, survival, first 
aid, game identification and other need-to-
know information. Once a hunter completes 
the class, they must also complete a hands-
on firearm practical and pass a final exam 
under the supervision of a natural resources 
police officer or volunteer hunter education 
instructor to become fully certified in hunter 
education.

“Even if a hunter isn’t required to take the 
hunter education class to purchase a hunt-

ing license in West Virginia, we encourage 
everyone to get their hunter education certi-
fication because it will allow them to hunt in 
other states that may have different hunter 
education requirements,” said Bobby Cales, 
natural resources police colonel.

To learn more about West Virginia’s 
hunter education program, visit WVdnr.gov/
hunter-education. To find and register for a 
free class, visit register-ed.com/programs/
westvirginia.

West Virginia offers several small and big 
game hunting seasons throughout the fall. 
Squirrel season opens Sept. 14, followed by 
the archery season for white-tailed deer, 
black bear and wild boar on Sept. 28. Addi-
tional hunting seasons for wild turkey come 
in October. The early firearms season for 
antlerless deer opens Oct. 24, with additional 
dates in November and December. The buck 
firearms season is Nov. 25 – Dec. 8.

To learn more about West Virginia’s hunt-
ing seasons, download a copy of the Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary at WVdnr.gov/
hunting-regulations. To purchase a West 
Virginia hunting license, visit WVhunt.com.
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to
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8:30 a.m.

Treasure Mountain Festival
Main Stage

40 Years Ago
Week of September 13, 

1984

Honest and Dependable 
Forgers Help Revive 

Blacksmithing 
As New Art Form

by Boris Weintraub
National Geographic News 

Service

David A. Ponsler, 23, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., watched 
carefully as Francis Whitaker, 
77, a master blacksmith from 
Aspen, Colo., bent a piece of 
steel around a bar into a gentle 
curve.

“Work from the bottom 
up, not from the top down,” 
Whitaker told Ponsler. “You 
do it easier that way.”

All day, day after day, 
Whitaker had little bits of 
guidance for Ponsler and about 
a dozen fellow smiths chosen 
to participate in Whitaker’s 
master class. The common 
thread to all the advice was 
a basic message he offered 
Ponsler: “Don’t rush it. Take 
your time.

There is no way a blacksmith 
can hurry. There are few 
ways to speed up the process. 
That is one of the charms of 
blacksmithing as practiced 
here at the conference of the 
Artist Blacksmith Association 
of North America.

Whether a smith is making 
an item as simple as a coat 
hook, or as complex as the huge 
gates under construction by 
Whitaker’s class and destined 
for the National Ornamental 
Metals Museum in Memphis, 
it is slow, painstaking work, 
done primarily by hand.

The common wisdom is that 
blacksmithing is dying out, 
that there is no more a need 
for hand-forged work in these 
days of automated farms and 
the post-industrial economy, 
where robots and machines 
can mass-produce items in 
no time. The evidence of the 
conference suggests that the 
common wisdom is wrong. 
Blacksmithing is surging back.

Some 700 persons attended 
the conference, most of them 
working smiths. They came 
from at least 36 states, from 
seven Canadian provinces, 
and from England, France, 
G e r m a n y ,  I s r a e l ,  a n d 
Czechoslovakia.

T h e y  w e r e  v a r i e d  i n 
e x p e r i e n c e ,  f r o m  t h e 
youthful crowd that packed 
demonstrations on basic 
forging techniques to masters 
like Whitaker, who has been 
a smith for 62 years, and 
England’s Anthony Robinson, 
who recently designed and 
crafted a mammoth set of 
stainless steel gates for the 
Great Hall of Winchester.

They ranged from old-
time country smiths like Jud 
Nelson, 73, of Sugar Valley, 
Ga., showing in his bib overalls 
how to make wagon wheels and 
fireplace pokers, to Dorothy 
Stiegle of Rochester, Wash., 
one of a handful of women 
smiths, who attended the films, 
lectures, demonstrations, and 
discussions with her 10-month-
old daughter.

They included Joseph 
Polocz, 63, of Philadelphia, 
Pa., whose Hungarian father 
had been a blacksmith but who 
turned away from the family 
trade as a youth “because it 
was bloody hard work.” About 
10 years ago, he saw a young 
smith at work, thought, “My 

God, I can do this with my eyes 
closed,” and has been smithing 
as a hobby ever since.

A survey of the American 
association’s membership 
earlier this year disclosed 
that more than half did their 
smithing purely for enjoyment.

Most of the rest earned at 
least part of their income by 
selling their work and 202 of 
the 1,500 participants in the 
survey worked at it full time.

The growth in numbers has 
led to the formation of many 
local and regional groups: 
The Blacksmiths Guild of 
the Potomac, Southern Ohio 
Forge and Anvil, Blacksmiths 
of Missouri, and the like. 
There also has been a spurt 
in blacksmithing books, and 
courses on techniques are 
offered at some universities.

What is the appeal of 
this venerable craft? Many 
attending the conference 
echoed Whitaker, who said, 
“It ’s  turning away from 
mass produced junk, toward 
something creative.”

Whitaker should know. At 
age 15, he began to study with 
Samuel Yellin of Philadelphia, 
widely acknowledged to be the 
greatest 20th-century smith. 
Yellin’s workshop destroyed 
the ornamental iron market.

Now Whitaker, who worked 
for 35 years in Carmel, Calif., 
before moving to Aspen in 
1962, is semi-retired. He has 
been teaching workshops for 
nine years, and says quality 
has improved “tremendously.”

60 Years Ago
Week of September 10, 

1964 

100 YEARS AGO

By LON K. SAVAGE

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e — T h e 
following is one of a series 
of articles on the Civil War. 
Each weekly installment 
covers  events  which 
occurred exactly 100 years 
ago. 

McClellan Nominated 
To Oppose Lincoln 

One o f  the  s t rangest 
conventions in America’s 
history came to an end 100 
years ago this week.

The Democratic National 
Convention had assembled 
August 29 in Chicago with 
the  normal  purpose  o f 
nominating a candidate to 
oppose Abraham Lincoln in 
the November election and 
to write the party’s platform. 
But behind the scenes of 
the convention, an almost 
incredible plot unfolded to 
overthrow the United States 
authority and to establish 
a Northwest Confederacy 
in what is now America’s 
Midwest.

The convention attracted a 
conglomeration of Northerners 
who opposed Lincoln’s war 
policies: Copperheads, who 
favored an end to war even 
if it meant recognition of 
Southern independence; 
Constitutionalists who saw 
their freedoms eroding under 
Lincoln’s war measures; men 
who opposed emancipation of 
the slaves, and members of the 
secret “Sons of Liberty” who 
had hatched up the scheme for 
a Northwestern Confederacy.

Into  th is  group came 
one Thomas H. Hines, a 
Confederate captain who 
dropped in from Canada in 

civilian clothes with 60 fellow 
Confederates. Secretly Hines 
conferred with leaders of the 
“Sons of Liberty” and listened 
eagerly to stories of thousands 
of Northerners who, it was 
said, would rise against the 
Lincoln government if they 
could.

Hines’ plan was to organize 
some sort of Copperhead army, 
set Confederate prisoners free 
from the prison camps around 
Chicago, add them to his army 
and go to war against the 
United States.

There was one big flaw in 
the plan: Hines was dead 
serious about it, but the “Sons 
of Liberty” apparently meant 
to do no more than talk about 
it. As time passed, Hines 
found the Copperheads eager 
conversationalists, but when 
it came time to put up or shut 
up, the Copperheads shut up.

Hines finally asked for only 
500 Copperheads with which 
to start, and even they were 
not forthcoming. Finally, he 
slipped away into oblivion, and 
the plan fell apart.

But the Copperheads won 
one victory at the convention. 
Clement Vallandigham, the 
Ohio Copperhead who had 
been expelled from the United 
States earlier in the war, 
wangled a position on the 
party’s platform committee 
and rammed through a 
resolution that was fraught 
with controversy. The war, 
it declared, was a failure 
and should be terminated 
immediately.

From there, the convention 
settled down to the nomination, 
and it went as predicted. George 
B. McClellan, the handsome 
young general whom Lincoln 
had cashiered after two years 
of fighting, was nominated 
for the Presidency. He was a 
conventional Democrat—not 
a Copperhead by any means—
and he had the support of 
thousands of soldiers who 
had served under him. Ohio 
Congressman George H. 
Pendleton was nominated for 
Vice President.

A n d  t h e r e u p o n ,  t h e 
C o p p e r h e a d  m o v e m e n t 
collapsed. McClellan, in 
accepting the nomination on 
September 8, immediately 
disclaimed the “peace plan” 
of the platform. As a man 
who had fought in dozens of 
battles, he could not, for the 
life of him, accept his party’s 
inference that the fighting had 
been in vain.

A n d  h a r d l y  h a d  t h e 
convention ended when the 
North was filled with talk of 
victory: victory at Atlanta, 
victory at Mobile Bay, and 
coming up,  v ictories  in 
Virginia.

Next week: Sheridan wins in 
the Shenandoah Valley.

70 Years Ago
Week of September 9, 

1954

SPECIAL 
‘SPELUNKER’ EDITION 

National 
Speleological Society 

Holds 5th Annual 
Labor Day Reunion 

In Franklin

One hundred forty-nine 

members of the National 
Speo leo l og i ca l  Soc i e ty , 
wearing miner’s hats with 
carbide lamps and clay covered 
dungarees, converged on 
Franklin last Friday to spend 
a weekend of frolicking, caving 
and telling tall tales.

The occasion was the fifth 
annual Labor Day reunion 
of  the society,  which is 
composed of people interested 
in exploring caves for fun and 
for scientific purposes. As 
explained by G. Alexander 
Robertson, a city engineer of 
Richmond, Va., the Labor Day 
reunion is held for the purpose 
of getting acquainted and 
having fun. Business matters 
are reserved for the National 
Convention which was held 
this year at Pittsburgh.

According to Mr. Robertson, 
who conceived the idea of 
having a Labor Day reunion, 
the society has been meeting 
at Davis in past years. But 
because of the lack of hotel 
facilities there, and because 
of the fine hotel, motel and 
restaurant facilities that 
Franklin now provides, and 
also because of the numerous 
caves in Pendleton County, 
the reunion was changed to 
Franklin this year.

“Spelunkers” as members 
o f  NS S  ar e  s omet imes 
called, began arriving in 
Franklin Friday afternoon. 
Headquarters for the reunion 
was at Dahmer’s Motel where 
they registered with Mrs. 
G. Alexander Robertson, 
who served as registrar for 
the occasion. By Sunday 
morning 149 had registered 
representing ten states and 
the District of Columbia.

One of the main features 
of the reunion was an old-
fashioned hayride on large flat 
bed trucks in the recreation 
area in the Smoke Hole. 

Other highlights included 
b a n q u e t s  a t  D a h m e r ’ s 
Restaurant on both Saturday 
and Sunday nights. Following 
the Saturday night banquet 
many of the group attended 
the Lawn Party sponsored by 
the Franklin Volunteer Fire 
Company and took part in the 
cake walk.

As the “spelunkers” were 
preparing to leave Monday 
morning  many o f  them 
expressed a desire to return 
to Franklin for their Labor 
Day reunion again next year.

Caving Is Both 
Sport and Science

Franklin residents who 
noticed a large number of men 
and women around Dahmer’s 
Restaurant and Motel the past 
weekend dressed in dungarees 
and hard hats needn’t have 
been alarmed. It was just the 
National Speleological Society 
celebrating its fifth annual 
Labor Day caving weekend.

The National Speleological 
Society was founded in 1939 
in the District of Columbia 
and its largest convention of 
members is still in that area. 

Cavers  say  they  l ike 
Franklin as a gathering point. 
They hope the local residents 
like them. And they want to 
do all they can to keep the 
friendliest of relations with 
cave owners and others living 
in this area.

EDITORIAL

Thanks to 
            Mother Nature – – –

For many years the people 
of Pendleton County have 
been wondering what they 
could do to improve local 
business. There has been 
much wishful thinking and 
idle talk about getting some 
industry to establish a small 
plant or factory here, one that 
would give employment to 
one or two hundred people. 
Such a plant would be a great 
stimulus to the economy of the 
county. But although we have 
a sizable number of high class 
laborers, ample quantities 
of good fresh water, and an 
ever improving system of 
highways—all of which are 
essential to modern factories—
no effective, organized effort 
has been made to secure new 
industry.

A small factory would be a 
great asset to the county and 
we should increase our efforts 
to secure one. But that is not 
the only answer to our needs. 
Slowly and quietly there has 
been growing in Pendleton 
County a system of motels, 
hotels and restaurants of 
outstanding quality. Should 
we pause to give a thought 
we would be surprised at 
the number of first class 
hostelries that we have among 
us; and our many restaurants 
are  constantly  drawing 
complimentary remarks and 
return visits for their excellent 
cuisine.

Along with our fine motels, 
hotels  and restaurants, 
Pendleton County is blessed 
with unsurpassed natural 
beauty. We have long been 
proud of such wonders as 
the Seneca Rocks, Germany 
Valley, the Smoke Holes, 
Seneca Caverns and Reddish 
Knob, but we have often failed 
to notice the color wonderland 
in which we live when the 
leaves turn golden brown in 
the fall, or the impressive 
signs of life when the fields 
and mountains are wearing 
their rich green mantles in 
the spring.

Another type of attraction 
which nature has provided for 
us and to which we have been 
wholly oblivious for these many 
years are the halls of beauty 
and enchantment which lie 
beneath the surface of our hills 
and mountains. Aside from 
the one commercial cavern 
in the county our numerous 
other caves are seldom given 
a thought. How many of us 
knew that Pendleton County 
had as many as 48 listed caves 
before reading this issue of 
the Times? And yet, for many 
years they have been drawing 
visitors for hundreds of miles.

Economically speaking a 
new factory would be a fine 
thing for Pendleton County, 
but we have right under our 
noses, a source of wealth 
that no factory could match. 
We now have the facilities 
to accommodate tourists and 
even to handle conventions, 
and thanks to Mother 
Nature, we have the scenery 
and attractions to bring them 
to us. Let’s be kind to them 
and we shall profit by it.

Smith Creek/
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

This past Saturday was youth 
day for squirrel season. This 
coming Saturday is the start 
of hunting season as squirrel 
season begins with many more 
seasons to follow. Good luck to 
the hunters.

Smith Creek and Friends Run 
Churches of the Brethren: shut-
ins - Mary Mitchell, Bucky Moy-
ers, Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Alice 
Johnson, Arlin Dale and Fre-
da Jamison, Hazel Simmons, 
Sandy Washburn, Larry Moy-
ers, Mary Alice Simmons and 
Sandra Vandevander; prayer 
list - Richard Campbell, Tristan 
Hartman, Joshua Shirk, Ava 
George, Roberta Bennett, Ken-
ny Williams, Dennis Mitchell, 
Debbie Horst, Myrtle Hammer, 
Pam Rexrode, Neal Eye, Donald 
Burns, Wanda Pitsenbarger, 
Wendell and Darlene Nelson, 
Ruby Gail Roberson, Ruth 
Bauer, Anna Mauzy, Linda 
Maxwell Looney, Leann Brit-
ton, Bennie and Mary Alice 
Evick, Jimmie Bennett, Rutha-
lene Judy, Wayne Kimble, 
Wanda Pitsenbarger, Gloria 
Moats, Jackie Smith, Tim and 
Dee McCormick, Judy A. Sim-
mons, Nancy Blankenship, 
Rick Waggy, Frankie Judy, Jim 
Judy, Jessie Simmons, Lucy 
and Charlie Westfall, David 
Berg, Minny Rhoads, Mary and 
Gary Hess, Phil Downs, Larry 
Rexrode, Ethel Murphy, Bill 
Snyder, Troy Bennett, Marcia 
“Marty” Warner, Tom and 
Judy Boor, Bob and Brenda 
Sites, Nancy and Tony George, 
David M. Hartman, Judy Hott 
Vance, George Hevener, David 
M. Parkinson, Jim Fawley, Joy 
Warner, the family of Noah 
Mallow and the family of Mar-
garet Wimer.

Prayer thought: “Father, 
I look forward to being with 
you in your heavenly home. 
Thank you for the promise and 
strength this hope gives me 
each day.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for Sept. 2 
through Sept. 8, followed by 
the same for last year, were as 
follows: Sept. 2 - 73°, 57°, .01” 
(86°, 51°); Sept. 3 - 69°, 45° (90°, 
58°); Sept. 4 – 73°, 44° (90°, 61°); 
Sept. 5 - 77°, 45° (91°, 59°); Sept. 
6 - 80°, 44° (92°, 60°, .1”); Sept. 
7 – 71°, 58° (85°, 63°, .12”) and 
Sept. 8 - 70°, 39° (84°, 61°, .21”).
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September Is Suicide Prevention Month

•Depression •Personality Changes •Hopelessness
•Substance Abuse •Isolation •Suicidal Threats 

Warning Signs of Suicide:

You are not alone. It’s ok to ask for help. Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 9-8-8. Call 911 
or go to the nearest emergency department. Speak with your provider today.

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

Suicide is the 10th leading cause
of death in the United States.

The Berne
     Difference
  

Quality At A
Better Price!

“IS”

Don’t Be Left Out in the Cold.
We Offer a Large SeLectiOn Of

•Work Boots
     •Hunting Boots
           •Hiking Boots

Main St., Franklin — 304-358-2303
Mon-Fri  7-5 • Sat 7-3:30         www.bowmans.doitbest.com

•Best Products •Best Service •Best Prices
EJ Wheeler Hardware

Treasure Mountain Festival Royalty Announced

Baby Miss — Lillian Bodine (Baby Miss) and Andrea Bodine, 
Caroline Simmons (first runner-up) and Wesley Simmons and 
Preslee Keen (second runner-up) and Tara Keen

Junior Miss — Emmalyn Silveous (second runner-up), MaKenna 
Sites (first runner-up), Addalyn Dispanet (Junior Miss) and Paisley 
Hott (crowd favorite)

Little Miss — Maren Phares (second runner-up), Camaiyah Vance 
(Little Miss and Young Miss Golden Giver) and Reyna Riggleman 
(first runner-up)

Mini Miss — Heartlynn Arbogast (Mini Miss), Serenity Fawley (first 
runner-up) and Hattie McConnell (second runner-up, not pictured)

Miss — Kelsi Taylor (second runner-up), Chloe Armentrout (Miss) 
and Haven Ratcliff (first runner-up)

Ms. — Taylor Southerly (second runner-up), Shania Shriver (Ms.) 
and Ruthann Nuzum (first runner-up)

Preteen — Adelynn Miller (second runner-up and Miss Golden Giver 
Award), Alanna Outlaw (Preteen) and Ella Grant (first runner-up)

Teen — Raelyn Davis (first runner-up), Gabriella Trail (Teen) and 
Crislynn Pories (second runner-up)

Tiny Miss — Ameliaanna Taylor (first runner-up), Aeveah Taylor 
(Tiny Miss) and Danica Bogan (second runner-up)

The Treasure Mountain Festival Pre-
teen, Teen, Ms, Miss, and Little Treasur-
ers Pageants were held Aug. 24 and 25 
in the Michael Roberts Auditorium at 
Pendleton County Middle/High School.

Chloe Armentrout of Milton, was 
crowned the 2024 Miss Treasure Moun-
tain Festival Queen. She is the daughter 
of Glendoria Hatfield and Phillip Ar-
mentrout. Haven Ratcliff had the honor 
of first runner-up and Miss Photogenic. 
Ratcliff is the daughter of Amanda and 
Brad Brill of Moorefield.  Kelsi Taylor of 
Durbin, was awarded second runner-up 
and Crowd Favorite. She is the daughter 
of Travis and Allison Taylor. 

Brandywine resident Gabriella Trail 
was crowned Miss Teen Treasure Moun-
tain Festival and Crowd Favorite. Her 
parents are Travis and Brittany Bogan. 
Raelyn Davis of Petersburg, daughter of 
Seth and Ashley Davis, was chosen as 
first runner-up. The second runner-up 
was Crislynn Pories, daughter of Lindsey 
Redman of Petersburg. Paige Errington 
of Franklin, daughter of Terry and Erica 
Harvey, was Miss Congeniality. Eliza-
beth Huffman of Maysville was chosen 
as Miss Photogenic. She is the daughter 
of Adam and Vicki Huffman.

Crowned Miss Preteen Treasure Moun-
tain Festival and Photogenic was Alanna 
Outlaw, daughter of Jerrod and Lindsey 
Outlaw of Petersburg. First runner-up 
was Ella Grant, daughter of Jeremy and 
Danielle Grant of Southside. Adelynn 

Miller was selected as second runner-up 
and Crowd Favorite. She is the daughter 
of Dan and Rebecca Miller. Miller was 
also awarded the first Miss Golden Giver 
award for raising the most money to 
benefit the Treasure Mountain Festival. 
Miss Congeniality was Kabela Mischelle, 
the daughter of Mark and Kristen Reel 
of Petersburg. 

Shania Shriver of Circleville was 
crowned Ms. Treasure Mountain Fes-
tival. First runner-up was Ruthann 
Nuzum of Scherr. Taylor Southerly of 
Franklin, was chosen as second runner-
up, Miss Photogenic, Miss Congeniality, 
and Crowd Favorite.

The Miss Treasure Mountain Festival 
Pageant had Nataleigh Riggleman of Pe-
tersburg handing out roses to the young 
ladies in the evening gown competition. 
She is the daughter of Channing Taylor 
and Hunter Riggleman of Petersburg. 
Julianna Hibbard and Baker Hibbard 
also handed out roses to the girls dur-
ing evening gown event. The Hibbards 
are the children of Lindsey Redman in 
Petersburg. Two other young men, Ma-
son Simmons and Zander Rawson, also 
handed out roses. Simmons is the son of 
Josh and Amanda Simmons of Riverton, 
and Rawson is the son of Kevin and Tif-
fany Rawson of Brandywine. 

The third annual Little Treasures 
Pageant was held on Aug. 25. Junior 
Miss Treasure Mountain Festival was 
Addalyn Dispanet of Petersburg, the 

daughter of David Redman and Tonya 
Martz. MaKenna Sites was selected as 
first runner-up and Miss Photogenic. She 
is the daughter of Brandon and Jennifer 
Sites of Petersburg. Second runner-up 
went to Emmalyn Silveous, the daughter 
of Holly of Kearneysville. Paisley Hott of 
Fort Seybert received Crowd Favorite. 
She is the daughter of Brooke and Mi-
chael Hott.

Camaiyah Vance of Petersburg was 
crowned Little Miss Treasure Moun-
tain Festival, Crowd Favorite, and was 
awarded the first Young Miss Golden 
Giver award. This award was given to the 
contestant that raised the most money for 
the Treasure Mountain Festival in the 
Little Treasures portion of the pageant. 
She is the daughter of Cam Vance. The 
first runner-up was Reyna Riggleman, 
daughter of Tyson and Kelli Riggleman of 
Petersburg. Maren Phares, the daughter 
of Megan Phares and Logan Phares, of 
Petersburg, was second runner-up and 
Miss Photogenic. 

Aeveah Taylor of Moorefield, was 
crowned Tiny Miss Treasure Mountain 
Festival. Taylor is the daughter of Lance 
and Frances Taylor. The first runner-up 
was Ameliaanna Taylor, the daughter 
of Olivia Taylor of Moorefield. Danica 
Bogan was awarded second runner-up 
and Photogenic. She is the daughter of 
Connie and Mike Bogan of Maysville. An-
nabell Wayne was Crowd Favorite and is 
the daughter of Sophia and Mac Wayne 
of Jane Lew.

Crowned Mini Miss Treasure Moun-
tain Festival was Heartlynn Arbogast, 
daughter of Braxton Arbogast of Dryfork. 
The first runner- up went to Serenity 
Fawley, the daughter of Nathan Fawley 

and Bobbie Swick of Petersburg. Hat-
tie McConnell, daughter of Hunter and 
Nikki McConnell of Sugar Grove, was the 
second runner-up. Miss Photogenic was 
Sadie Day, the daughter of Chloe Evans 
and Brandon Day. Adalynn Wagoner was 
Crowd Favorite. She is the daughter of 
Kaley Kimble and Tristan Wagoner of 
Franklin.

Rounding out the pageant with the 
Miss Baby Treasure Mountain Festival 
and Crowd Favorite was Lillian Bodine, 
the daughter of Drew and Andrea Bo-
dine of Franklin. The first runner-up 
was Caroline Simmons of Sugar Grove, 
daughter of Ashleigh and Wesley Sim-
mons. Preslee Keen of Petersburg was 
second runner-up and Miss Photogenic. 
She is the daughter of Nathan and Tara 
Keen.

Special awards were given out this 
year. The Miss Treasure Mountain Fes-
tival Pageant Crown Jewel was given 
to Caylie Simmons, Miss West Virginia 
USA 2024, in recognition of her achieve-
ments. Simmons held the titles of Teen 
Treasure Mountain Festival 2013 and 
Miss Treasure Mountain Festival 2015, 
and also participated as a flower girl and 
contestant in the youth heritage pageant. 
Lisa Roberson was given a certificate of 
appreciation for volunteering more than 
10 years of her time to the pageant. 
Keyra Fisher, Kristin Reel and Mischelle 
Fisher were each given the “Heart of Gold 
Service Award” in recognition of their 
volunteer efforts throughout the state.

The 2024 Treasure Mountain Festival 
queens will reign over the 56th Annual 
Treasure Mountain Festival “Treasured 
Traditions from Generation to Genera-
tion” to be held Sept. 19 - 22. 



Wildcats Survive Golden 
Tornado Storm for Big Win

By Stephen Smoot

After a tough weekend in 
which the Wildcats battled 
strong competition, the vol-
leyball team hosted Class 
AA Keyser. The Golden Tor-
nadoes brought a team with 
skill and toughness to Frank-
lin, seeking a solid early 
season success.

The first set saw Keyser 
seize the advantage, going 
up 3-0. On the fourth serve, 
Keyser hit the ball out, giv-
ing the Wildcats both their 
first point and their first 
serve.

Alyssa Bennett put the ball 
in play. The series of volleys 
resulted in Brynlynn Waggy 
lightly tapping a shot to the 
middle of the Keyser defense 
to pull her team within one. 
Waggy then set up a strong 
Baylee Beachler spike to tie 
the game.

Keyser pulled ahead short-
ly thereafter, earning a 6-4 
lead. A 14 to 10 run gradual-
ly led to an 18-16 lead for the 
home team, but the Golden 
Tornadoes battled back to a 
23-23 tie. They then surged 
to win the first set 26-24.

Bennett led serving in the 
second set, with Waggy again 
finding a hole in the middle 
of the defense for the first 
score of the set. Lizzie Alt 
helped her team to earn a 3-0 
lead early. 

This t ime,  Pendleton 
County held tight to the 
advantage. With the score 
8-2, Callie Judy fired a line 
drive ace against Keyser. 
The Wildcats enjoyed an 
11-2 lead before Keyser tried 
to work their way back into 
the game. Shortly after a 
Breena Bowers serve, Alt 
fired a spike off the hands of 
a back line defender to push 
the score to 16-7. Two serves 
later, two straight Beachler 
spikes made the lead 19-7.

Pendleton County cruised 
the rest of the way in the set, 
while Alt’s crosscourt shot 
along the net hit nothing but 
floor and setting the score at 
25-11.

The third set started much 
like the second, with Pendle-
ton County racing to an early 
8-3 lead. During that run, an 
Emily Poling set helped Alt 
to fire a spike. Bennett also 
earned a spike for the eighth 
point.

Keyser then capitalized 

on Wildcat mistakes to pull 
within 9-7. Then down 11-9, 
the Golden Tornadoes scored 
two aces to tie the set. A 
Beachler block at the net 
temporarily gave the home 
team the advantage, but 
Keyser tied it on the next 
play.

Poling got the serve with 
the score 14-12. Big plays at 
the net and a Poling ace put 
distance between Pendle-
ton County and the visiting 
team. Aubree Keiter’s play 
on the back line helped the 
Wildcats to hold off Keyser as 
they battled. Keyser brought 
athleticism and playmakers 
to Franklin, but the differ-
ence in experience between 
the two squads appeared 
to make the difference in 
results. 

The Wildcats picked up 
a lucky break, scoring the 
24th point when Poling’s 
return tapped the net and 
dropped straight to the floor.  
A Bennett ace sealed the set 
victory.

Whenever Keyser breaks 
a huddle in any sport at 
any age, the players yell 
“Keyser pride!” The Golden 
Tornadoes have a mindset 
that they are never out of 
a contest. Down two sets to 
one, Keyser did not give in. 
They took a 3-1 lead early in 
the fourth set, but Pendleton 
County soon tied the set at 
four. 

The Wildcats took the lead 
when Judy set up Avery 
Townsend for a spike in 
the middle of the net. Four 
serves later, Alt set the score 
at 8-5 with an ace. Keyser 
called time out, only to see 
an Alt hit to the corner and 
a Bennett spike to the back 
corner push the lead to 10-5. 

Alt followed that with an 
ace. When Bennett again 
found a hole in the back of 
the defense, the Wildcats 
took a 12-6 advantage.

Keyser kept making plays 
to stay within striking dis-
tance of the home squad. 
They closed to within three, 
but Pendleton County ex-
tended the lead again, with 
the help of a Beachler tap to 
the middle that hit the floor. 
Her play made the score 16-
9. A four to one run by the 
Golden Tornadoes put the 
score at 17-13. Alt, however, 
extended that on the next 
play with a block at the net.

Pendleton County surged 
late. A Judy ace extended 
the lead to 21-15, but Keyser 
kept fighting. They closed to 
24-22, but a mistake on their 
side led to the final score and 
victory for the Wildcats. 

The  Wildcats  hosted 
Highland County, Virginia, 
on Tuesday and will host 
Tygarts Valley on Sept. 17. 
They travel Sept. 19 to East 
Hardy.
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A New Day Begins in Wildcat 
Football, Memories Made in Baker

By Stephen Smoot

Recently, Pendleton County had the expe-
rience of defeating the top ranked team in 
West Virginia single A football. Should any 
believe that they missed the meaning behind 
that great upset, the Wildcats restored the 
experience Friday night by once again aveng-
ing a 2023 loss to a top 10 team.

They came in, as a former West Virginia 
University coach used to say “humble, but 
hungry.” They left satiated after consum-
ing the meal they worked so diligently to 
consume.

East Hardy, who remained in the West 
Virginia Metro news top 10 last week after 
a tough 45 to 14 loss to highly touted Ohio 
Valley school Wahama, received the kickoff. 
As they did all night, Cougar special teams 
gave their offense good field position, this 
time at their 40.

On their first play, the East Hardy running 
back eluded a tackler in the backfield, ran 
right, and picked up eight yards. Most of the 
evening, the Cougars handed the ball off to 
diminutive tailback Bryce Strawderman. He 
proved as easy to tackle as a pinball, bounc-
ing off tacklers and finding holes all evening.

Three plays later, the Cougars picked up 
a Wildcat blitz and completed a pass to the 
right, giving them the Wildcat 24. Three 
plays after that, facing third and six at the 
Pendleton County 20, their quarterback 
scrambled left, but could not escape Bradey 
Bowers and others who dropped him for a 
nine-yard sack. 

East Hardy tried to convert on fourth and 
16, but Colton Roberson picked off the pass 
at the 11.

On their second play, Chase Owens took 
the ball left for a nine-yard gain that left his 
team one yard shy of a first down. Roberson 
then ran right for a first down, breaking 
two tackles. A Cougar defender helped the 
Wildcat cause with a face mask. This gave 
the visitors a first down at their own 37. The 
Wildcats took the ball to the Cougar 25, but 
East Hardy stripped the ball on a pass play 
and took possession there.

East Hardy could only advance the ball 
six yards on three plays, then sent a punt 
another six yards, giving Pendleton County 
the ball at the East Hardy 43. Three plays 
after this, the Cougars took the ball back on 
an intercepted pass, which they took to the 
Wildcat 42. They fired a pass deep downfield 
that Roberson had apparently stepped in 
front of the receiver to cleanly intercept, but 
drew a flag for pass interference. Shortly 
after, on 3rd and 16, East Hardy tossed a 
pass into the endzone and picked up the first 
score of the game.

As the sun’s light faded in the west and 
Wildcat fans turned their faces to the light 
of the crescent moon rising in the night, 
Pendleton County struck back.

On second and five from his own 20, Owens 
set up the offense with a makeable third 
down. Though called for holding to push them 
back 10 yards, on third and 16, James Vincell 
hit Josiah Kimble on the sidelines for a first 
down at the 40. 

Not long after, Vincell renewed the connec-
tion, this time rolling right and throwing a 
41-yard strike to Kimble in the corner of the 
endzone. A Gabe Harvey kick tied the game 
at seven with 9:20 left in the first half.

Undeterred, East Hardy returned the ball 
to their own 42. On their third play of the 
drive, they launched a 35-yard pass to the 
Wildcat 25. Their next play, a pass, came 
dangerously close to Roberson’s hands. The 
Wildcat defense stiffened, giving the Cougars 
a fourth and one at the Wildcat 18. Vincell 
sliced through the defense at the 7:20 mark 
and stopped the East Hardy back for a big 
loss and to take the ball back.

Pendleton County moved the ball five yards 
and punted to the Cougars at midfield. A sec-
ond down interception by Roberson, however, 
got the ball to the Wildcats at their own 37.

The two teams continued to force punts 
from each other while playing the field posi-

tion game. East Hardy missed a kick at the 
end of the half, but an offsides call on the 
Wildcats gave them another attempt, which 
they converted into a 10-7 lead.

When dawn rose Saturday morning, the 
Friday night game would be a memory re-
gardless of outcome. Pendleton County re-
mained doggedly determined to ensure that 
the memory was not of an opportunity lost. 

Vincell screamed at his teammates as half-
time trickled away “Look at them over there! 
They think it’s over! It’s not over!”

The Wildcats took over to open the second 
half at their own 20, thanks to the big leg 
of the Cougar kicker. Two Owens runs took 
the ball out to the Wildcat 35. Then Vincell 
ran play action, rolled right and completed 
a pass to Roberson. Roberson cut left, ran 
all the way across the field, and went out of 
bounds at the Cougar 30. 

Next, a 12-yard Owens’ run took the ball 
to the East Hardy 18. Pendleton County’s 
offense ground out seven plays to pick up the 
yardage needed to score, with the Cougars 
giving up every inch begrudgingly. At the 
7:11 mark, Vincell filed a quick slant right 
to Kimble for the touchdown. 

Harvey’s kick provided a 14-10 lead.
With 7:07 left in the third quarter, East 

Hardy took over. They ran a long, sustained, 
ground oriented drive designed to take the 
lead by re-establishing dominance in the run 
game. From their own 30, they ran 14 plays 
and reached the Wildcat 12. 

Pendleton County’s strength in red zone 
defense, going back to last season’s Moore-
field game, convinced the Cougars to not risk 
going for a touchdown or first down when 
they had fourth and eight on the 12. A good 
kick closed the gap to 14-13 with 1:32 left in 
the quarter.

The Wildcats had to give the ball back at 
the start of the fourth quarter, having not 
moved it after receiving the kickoff. East 
Hardy took it to the Pendleton County 37, 
then turned it over on downs. They tried a 
run play on fourth and two and met a wall 
of resistance.

Pendleton County took over the ball at the 
8:47 mark. The offense kept the ball for 11 
plays until a crowd-questioned Cougar in-
terception almost exactly four minutes later. 
Three plays later, working from their own 32, 
the Cougar quarterback tossed the ball for-
ward to evade the sack. A ball likely simply 
thrown away found the hands of Vincell who 
advanced it back to just over midfield with 
3:47 left to play.

The offense kept the ball for two minutes 
and 10 seconds, pushing the ball to the East 
Hardy 44. A Vincell punt pinned East Hardy 
back to their own 17 with 1:25 left and no 
time outs. A key play took place on second 
and 16 from the East Hardy 27. A receiver 
broke free up the middle of the field and got 
behind the defense. Corbin Dove hustled 
toward the play while the ball was in the air 
and knocked the ball away from a potential 
East Hardy score. 

On fourth and 16 with 48 seconds left, the 
East Hardy quarterback rolled right, threw 
short, and hit nothing but dirt, ending the 
game.

Zac Smith, head coach, said after the game 
that “everybody got their money’s worth” 
from his teams second straight top 10 win. 
He gave offensive coach Ryan Boggs credit 
for calling a strong game and forming the 
game plan that laid the foundation for the 
performance. 

“He always has them ready to play,” Smith 
remarked.

Vincell was 13 of 23 for 162 yards and 
two touchdowns. Kimble hauled in four re-
ceptions for 94 yards and two touchdowns. 
Owens ran the ball 15 times for 77 yards.

Nick Rhodes had three catches for 20 
yards, and Dove caught one for seven. Rob-
erson ran the ball eight times for 38 yards, 
and Bowers had one catch for six. 

The Wildcats are scheduled to play Friday 
at Petersburg.

The Wildcat defense starred last week as it held East Hardy to 13 points and sealed the win with 
big plays.

Avery Townsend elevates to spike in a four set win over the Golden 
Tornadoes.

Wildcats Win Thriller over Vikings

Emily Poling sets up the offense during the five set win over Petersburg.

Wildcat Pride Goes on the Road

Pendleton County cheerleaders traveled to support the football team as it beat the ninth ranked Cougars 
of East Hardy.



The Praiseworthy Merit of Grandparents Is Unending
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

Sunday was Grandparents’ Day.
The following letter written by Paul Harvey to his 

grandchildren could have been written by most grand-
parents.

“We tried so hard to make things better for our kids 
that we made them worse. For my grandchildren, I’d 
like better.

I’d really like for them to know about hand me down 
clothes and homemade ice cream and leftover meat loaf 
sandwiches. I really would.

I hope you learn humility by being humiliated, and 
that you learn honesty by being cheated.

I hope you learn to make your own bed and mow the 
lawn and wash the car.

And I really hope nobody gives you a brand new car 
when you are sixteen.

It will be good if at least one time you can see puppies 
born and your old dog put to sleep.

I hope you get a black eye fighting for something you 
believe in.

I hope you have to share a bedroom with your younger 
brother/sister. And it’s all right if you have to draw a line 
down the middle of the room, but when he wants to crawl 

under the covers with you 
because he’s scared, I hope 
you let him.

When you want to see 
a movie and your little 
brother/sister wants to 
tag along, I hope you’ll let 
him/her.

I hope you have to walk 
uphill to school with your 
friends and that you live 
in a town where you can 
do it safely.

On rainy days when you have to catch a ride, I hope 
you don’t ask your driver to drop you two blocks away 
so you won’t be seen riding with someone as uncool as 
your Mom.

If you want a slingshot, I hope your Dad teaches you 
how to make one instead of buying one.

I hope you learn to dig in the dirt and read books.
When you learn to use computers, I hope you also learn 

to add and subtract in your head.
I hope you get teased by your friends when you have 

your first crush on a boy/girl, and when you talk back to 
your mother that you learn what Ivory soap tastes like.

May you skin your knee climbing a mountain, burn 
your hand on a stove and stick your tongue on a frozen 
flagpole.

I don’t care if you try a beer once, but I hope you don’t 
like it… And if a friend offers you dope or a joint, I hope 
you realize he/she is not your friend.

I sure hope you make time to sit on a porch with your 
Grandma/Grandpa and go fishing with your Uncle.

May you feel sorrow at a funeral and joy during the 
holidays.

I hope your mother punishes you when you throw a 
baseball through your neighbor’s window and that she 
hugs you and kisses you at Christmas time when you 
give her a plaster mold of your hand.

These things I wish for you – tough times and disap-
pointment, hard work and happiness. To me, it’s the 
only way to appreciate life.”

Grandparents are very special folk.  Make sure their 
lives feel special to them!

Life’s little instructions for grandparent caring include 
the following:

1. Make sure they have a comfortable place to sit and 
relax.

2. Help them with their medication schedule.
3. Keep track of their diet and make sure they’re eat-

ing healthy foods.
4. Assist with bathing, grooming, and dressing.
5. Call them at least once a week.
Two Sundogs were sighted last Wednesday, which may 

help to explain the cool Sunday morning temperatures. 
Areas reported a variance of temperatures...6, and 39.  
Whichever way, it was cold!!! Monday morning area 
residents found the temperature dipping relatively close 
to frost…34 degrees. Frost was noticeable in some ar-
eas, with no danger noted to plants. Oh my! Skies have 
been so clear and blue, with the humidity having left 
for greener pastures. The change in nature is wonder-
ful to enjoy. Windows are open for a good night’s sleep.    

Quotes for the week are as follows:
“I’m not spoiled. I’m just well taken care of by my 

grandparents.” — Unknown
“If nothing is going well, call your grandparents.” — 

Italian Proverb
“Grandparents are the best kind of grownups.” — 

Unknown
“You do not really understand something unless you 

can explain it to your grandmother.” — Proverb
“Sometimes our grandmas and grandpas are like 

grand-angels.” — Lexie Saige
Relax and unwind on the porch to hear the “Talk of 

the Grove.”
Nathan Puffenbarger spent the weekend with his 

grandparents, Robert and Nancy Hodges in Harrison-

burg, Virginia. Ben Puffenbarger competed in his first 
cross country meet in Buckhannon.

Rhonda and Helen Nash made a brief visit to Fred-
ericksburg, Virginia, recently. Rhonda was the guest 
speaker at the homecoming service at Hull’s Memorial 
Baptist Church, where she previously served for 10 years 
as associate pastor. They enjoyed a wonderful reunion 
and fellowship meal with the congregation, as well as 
several family members who attended the celebration.

Phil Downs has returned home from a hospital visit. 
He has enjoyed the company of Rose Smith of Mifflin-
burg, Pennsylvania, Kathy Rexrode, Dinah Mitchell, 
Amelia Gibson and Wilson Belmia of Springfield, Vir-
ginia, Pat Bodkin, and K.D. Puffenbarger.  

Another resident has been added to the Sugar Grove 
community.  Baby Sandra Pauline Mongold was born 
Sept. 8.  She weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces and measured 
20 inches. Little Sandra was welcomed home by her 
sister, Geneva, and brother, Nathaniel. Her parents are 
Jessica and Randy Mongold.

This week’s clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are 
as follows:

•Seventy million grandparents are in the nation.
•Grandparents’ Day always falls on the Sunday after 

Labor Day.
•Grandparents are generous!  They make 45 percent 

of the nation’s cash contributions to nonprofit organiza-
tions.

•One-tenth of American children live with a grand-
parent.

•Most grandparents don’t see spoiling the grandchil-
dren as their special role.

Concerns are as follows: Bob Adamson, Dyer Ander-
son, John Ashley, Roger Ashley, Mercedes Aumann, 
Richard Bennett, “Bo” Boggs, Marie Cole, Christian 
Dasher, Benny Evick, Isaac Eye, Linda Eye, Marie Eye, 
Mary Eye, Thelma Fleisher, Carl Gant, David Gillespie, 
Lola Graham, Patsy Green, JC Hammer, Marlene 
Harman, Missy Harrison, Marvin Hartman, Steve and 
Armanda Heavner, Grace Hedrick, Jim Hiner, Evan 
Hise, Tim Hively,  George Hevener, Edsel and Mary Ann 
Hogan, Virgil Homan, Jr., Adalbert Hoover, Donna K. 
Hoover, Keith Hoover, Myrtle Hoover, Tim L. Hoover, 
Debbie and Enos Horst, Lisa and Mike Jamison, Jessica 
Janney, Alice Johnson, Richard Judy, Marsha Keller, 
Kim Kline, Ginger Knight, Tracie Knight, Laura Kropp, 
Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Ronnie Lambert, 
Rex Landis, the Noah Mallow family, Roger and Skip 
Mallow, Yvonne Marsh, Ed May, Gene McConnell, Gary 
McDonald, Neil McLaughlin, Rose Miller, Bruce Minor, 
Tom Mitchell, Barbara Moats, Gloria Moats, John Mor-
ford, Bill Mullenax, Helen Nash, Aaron Nelson, Ruth 
Nelson, Cheryl Paine, Andy Pond, Janice Propst, Eldon 
“Butch” Puffenbarger, Alda Propst, Janis Propst, Mike 
Propst, Sheldon Propst, Tom Rader, Brandon Reel, 
Charles Rexrode, Jason Rexrode, Linda Fay Rexrode, 
Pam Rexrode, Dennis Riggleman, Mike Roberts, Donna 
Ruddle, Jenny Ruddle, Mary Sawyers, Brittany Shriver, 
Annie Simmons, Greg Simmons, Erin Simmons, Eva 
Simmons,  Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, Robbie 
Sites, Mike Skiles, Tina Stuben, Steve Stump, Elizabeth 
Terry, Linda and Larry Vandevander, Sandra Vande-
vander, Amy Vaus, Judy Waggy, Estelle Wagner, Mary 
Louise Waldschlager, Rene White, Norman Wilfong, 
Judy Williams, Ann and Ed Wimer and the Margaret 
Wimer family.
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Doug Richmond, PS
Land Surveyor

40 years of experience
in large and small projects

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S

Head Waters, VA 24442
Home 540-396-4862 • Cell 540-373-4045

September 21
Neva RexRode

Cards may be sent to her at
Pendleton Manor

PO Box 700, Franklin, WV 26807

Card Shower
96th Birthday

My Heartfelt Thanks
I would like to thank everyone for their many acts 

of kindness over the past few weeks. Thanks to Joyce 
Burgoyne, Winchester Medical Center and Grant
Memorial Hospital. The cards, visits, well wishes and
donations of money are very much appreciated. Most 
of all, thanks for the many prayers.  God loves you 
and so do I.

Mary Lou Wagoner

Happy 85th Birthday

Mom/Nanny

Brenda, Clyde, Beth 
Sam Cody, Callie, Delton

1st Lt. Michael E. Bowers Reunion
Saturday/September 14 
Pavilion 3 • Ruddle Park 

Gathering about 11 
Eat at 12 noon

Bring a covered dish. 
Come, enjoy the fun and fellowship! 
Attendance will determine if reunion continues.

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

Friday, September 13
Spaghetti

Peas/Carrots
Garlic Bread, Banana
Peanut Butter Fudge

monday, September 16
Broccoli Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich
Cucumbers, Cantaloupe
tueSday, September 17

WedneSday, September 18
Cheeseburger Deluxe

Potato Wedges
Baked Beans
Tropical Fruit

thurSday, September 19
Brown Beans/Cornbread

Buttered Potatoes
Slaw, Apple

Butterscotch Pudding

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meals served daily at the   
Franklin center from 11:45 
to 12:15. Two percent milk 
served with every meal.                
Menus are  subject to change.

Due to water damage, 
contact Senior Center 

to find out if meals 
are being served.

Doors Open 1:30 p.m.      Games Begin 3 p.m.

Food by Parks and Rec

20 Games - $25

Sunday 
Sept. 15

Pendleton Community Building
Franklin

Scentsy, Thirty-One and Pampered Chef

**Bake Sale**
**50/50 Drawing**              **Various Raffles**

Presale Tickets, call Elizabeth Scott at 304-668-9966

Benefits Cheer Gymnastics

Show Kids
You Care

“Remember
their birthdays.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in 

Prevention Team and
Search Institute

The Pendleton County Board of Education asks that 
you join us in showing Appreciation to our Service 

Personnel for the hard work and dedication they
provide to all the students of Pendleton County!

Without them, we could not succeed!

WV SCHOOL SERVICE PERSONNEL DAY
September 19, 2024

Thanks for all you do!  We appreciate YOU!
JD Wilkins, Sonny O’Neil, Betty Kimble,

Katie Hott & Wilma Pitsenbarger



Guild Seeking Quilts, 
Needlework for TMF Show

The Sew and Sews Quilt 
Guild proudly presents 
the 2024 Treasure Moun-
tain Quilt Show, featur-
ing quilts and needlework 
items by area residents and 
members of the guild.  The 
display and needlework 
demonstrations will  be 
Sept. 20-22 at the Pendle-
ton Community Building in 
Franklin. 

Quilters and needle craft-
ers from Pendleton and 
surrounding counties are 
encouraged to enter the 
show.  Membership in the 
guild is not a requirement 
for entry.  The show will be 
judged and ribbons will be 
awarded. The quilt show 
will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Sept. 20 and 
21 and from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Sept. 22. The quilt 
show will be closed for the 
parade on Saturday and 
will open again after the 
parade.

Items to be displayed and 
judged may be brought to 
the community building 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Sept. 
18 and from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Sept. 19. They may be 
items that a person has 
made or heirlooms handed 
down in one’s family. If 
there is a history or story of 
interest about a quilt, jot it 
down and bring that along.  

Participants will fill out 
a registration form and a 
ticket for each item. A re-
ceipt stub will be given to 
participants that must be 
presented when the item 
is picked up after the show.  

The show will close at 
noon on Sept. 22 for guild 
members to take down 
the quilts .  Items must 
be picked up from 12:30 
to 1:30 p.m. unless prior 
arrangements have been 
made. 

Participants can enter the 
following categories: hand-
quilted quilts; machine-
quilted quilts; knotted com-
forters; antique knotted 
comforters; antique crazy 
quilts; baby quilts; small, 
medium and large wall 
hangings; lap quilts; whole 
cloth hand quilted quilts; 
quilted household items 
(i.e. pot holders, table run-
ners, placemats);  wearable 
art (i.e. quilted vests and 
purses); hand-quilted ap-
plique quilts; cross stitched 
quilts; embroidered quilts; 
embroidery; crocheted and 
knitted afghan; crocheted 
and knitted miscellane-
ous items;  printed cross 
stitch; counted cross stitch; 
crazy quilts (not antique); 
miscellaneous needlecraft 
and antique miscellaneous 
items.

Youth categories  are 
open to anyone 18 years 

of age or younger. Youth 
categories are as follows: 
knotted comforters; hand-
quilted quilts; machine 
quilted quilts; wall hang-
ings; pieced pillows; nee-
dlework; knitted and cro-
cheted items.  

Many quilts are family 
heirlooms, handed down 
from generation to genera-
tion. Each quilt has a story 
to tell and reflects the style 
of the era in which it was 
made. The entries in the 
show revive the past and 
inspire many to carry on 

this tradition for the next 
generation.  

As the items on display 
in the quilt show represent 
untold hours of craftsman-
ship, great care is taken to 
keep them in top condition. 
No food or drink is allowed 
in the display area. Items 
cannot be touched, but an 
attendant (wearing white 
gloves) can show the back 
of items if anyone if re-
quested.

Don’t miss this display of 
“Treasured Traditions from 
Generation to Generation.”

County Commission Passes Strong Statement 
Against National Radio Quiet Zone

By Stephen Smoot

The war of words between 
local officials and those acting 
as guardians of the National 
Radio Quiet Zone expanded by 
462 during the first Pendleton 
County Commission meeting 
of September. Commission-
ers passed a fiery resolution 
concerning the zone and its 
impact.

As per tradition, the meeting 
started with the invocation. In 
it, Roger Dahmer prayed, “We 
thank You Lord for the rain 
You’ve given us.”

The resolution came later 
in the meeting, but the topic 
has excited much discussion 
in recent years. Rick Gillespie, 
Pendleton County emergency 
services coordinator, has at-
tended and conducted meet-
ings with National Radio Quiet 
Zone and other officials, as well 
as lodging complaints and issu-
ing public statements. 

The quiet zone interferes 
greatly with emergency com-
munications, forcing the pur-
chase and use of expensive 
equipment not needed in nor-
mal areas – what Gillespie and 
the resolution condemn as an 
“unfunded mandate.”

The resolution states that 
the commission’s mission lies 
in providing “for the safety and 
security of our county citizens,” 
including “providing direct law 
enforcement and emergency 
management/911 functions, 
as well as communications 
support to all county fire and 
EMS agencies.” 

It goes on to assert that the 
quiet zone imposes restrictive 
regulatory burdens “on our 
county emergency services/911 
operations” that force the coun-
ty “to spend large amounts of 
funding building a larger num-
ber of tower sites than would 
be needed absent the NRQZ 
restrictions.”

It calls upon the NRQZ to 
either “fully fund and support 
filtration of unwanted signals” 
or provide “significant federal 
funding to allow us to better 
meet said restrictions.”  

That said, the commission 
“prefers dissolution of the 
NRQZ” or “total waivers of any 
NRQZ restrictions imposed on 
Public Safety Radio Frequency 
Bands currently in use.” It also 
adds that Eisenhower admin-
istration era regulations for 
the quiet zone make no sense 
after seven decades of techno-
logical advancement. 

Apart from passing the reso-
lution, the commission enter-
tained a full slate of issues on 
the agenda. First, Karen Pit-
senbarger, Pendleton County 
administrator, informed the 
commission that Pendleton 
Senior and Family Services 
would continue to use the 
community building kitchen 
for its meals until repairs to its 
facility restored service. 

She said, “I told them (the 
senior center) to take their 
time.”

More significantly, workers 
found a crack in the courthouse 
on the main floor leading out 
from the county commission 
office. Pitsenbarger explained 
that she called Omni, the firm 
conducting the upcoming work 
on the courthouse annex. They 
will send a structural engineer 
to “tell us whether it’s some-
thing or nothing.”

Next, Diana Mitchell from 
Pendleton 911 presented two 
petitions for name changes on 
roadways in Seneca Rocks and 
the Fisher Mountain develop-
ment. Gillespie noted that 
the proposed name of Seneca 
Rocks Overlook would cause 
confusion with a landmark 
bearing the name. Mitchell 
said that the owners “have no 
preference,” so the commission 
approved “Seneca Rocks Vista” 

instead.
Next, the commissioners 

addressed the recent opening 
of a position on the Seneca 
Rocks Regional Development 
Authority board. J. P. Mow-
ery resigned his seat on the 
board. Commissioners voted 
to approve the appointment of 
Jenna Miller as a replacement. 

After the appointment, 
Gillespie provided sobering 
news on broadband expansion 
projects. He explained that 
First Energy is seeking to 
pass the cost of replacement 
poles on to broadband projects. 
While the power companies 
do often need poles of greater 
elevation to handle the added 
lines, Gillespie points out that 
many of the poles identified 
by the power company have 
already been in service for 
many decades and needed 
replacement regardless.

The timeline for comple-
tion has extended and costs 
increased on the projects as 
a result. Gillespie suggested 
to the commission that “we’re 
going to have to consider an 
additional county match” to 
retain the involvement of in-
terested internet service pro-
viders. Commissioners agreed 
to make some of the county’s 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funds available if money be-
came necessary. 

“There’s a lot of wrangling 
back and forth . . . it’s a state-
wide problem,” he noted, iden-
tifying the issue as “who’s going 
to pay what.” State broadband 
officials and the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission 
have already weighed in and 
are part of discussions. 

Commissioners next heard 
from Charlotte Vincent, a resi-
dent in the North Fork area. 
She shared concerns about the 
availability of water during the 
drought and suggested that 
the declaration of emergency 
by the governor could have 
opened up grant opportunities.

Carl Hevener, Pendleton 
County Commission president, 
explained that most of the 
programs from the state and 
federal government focused on 
relief for agriculture. He then 
added that “we’re doing a study 
to get more water service in 
more areas” 

Hevener then suggested that 
Vincent talk to the Pendleton 
Public Service District. Jimmie 
Bennett, Pendleton County 
commissioner, expanded on 
it, saying, “You can go to the 
PSD and tell them what you 
have, then they can have their 
engineers to take a look at it.”

Vincent stated that she has 
lived in the area for three 
years, but has contaminated 
wells. She joked before leaving, 
“I don’t know anything else to 
do but to cause trouble!”

Commissioners then heard 
from Ta-Yare Meade, a case 
manager for the Eastern Re-
gional Family Resource Net-
work, concerning a teen court 
program that will soon expand 
into Pendleton County. 
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Jeff and Barb Heavner
9311 Petersburg Pike • Upper Tract, WV 26866

(9 miles north of Franklin on 220 -near Mallow’s dental office)

304-358-2591

NEW FALL HOURS:
Monday & Tuesday - CLOSED 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday - 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.             Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Check us out on FB @cunninghamplace

Cunningham Place
GREENHOUSE

Mums, Pumpkins, Pansies,
Fall Annuals and More

NOW OPEN for the FALL SEASON

Pumpkin Patch
will open September 18

Find Your Treasure
at the

Treasure Mountain Festival

Lower Level of Pendleton County Library
(off South Branch Street, Franklin)

Hours: Thursday, Sept. 19 - Noon - 4 p.m.
 Friday, Sept. 20 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Saturday, Sept. 21 - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Sunday, Sept. 22 - Noon - 4 p.m.

BOOK SALE

Sponsored by Friends of the Library

For more information, call Steve Lambert at 304-567-2267
Same Day Payment

Hansel Hedrick’s Facilities

Ewe/Lamb/Goat/Slaughter 
Ewes Pickup

Everything Needs To Be Ear Tagged

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 14

Notice

For additional information including ZOOM details,
contact T.J. Van Meter at tjvanmeter@region7workfoce.org

Region VII  Workforce
Development Board

Regular Scheduled Meeting
September 19 • 6:00 p.m.

The Region VII Workforce Development Board
is An Equal OpportunityEmployer.

151 Robert C. Byrd Industrial Park Road, Suite #2
Moorefield

PUBLIC AUCTION
Estate of

EDDIE
MALCOLM

910 Hiners Mill Road
Sugar Grove

Saturday
September 21

9 a.m.
Watch next week’s paper

for listing
Jack Bowman, Auctioneer #185

LEGAL  ADVERTISEMENTS
Continued from Page 9

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE is hereby given pur-
suant to and by virtue of 
the authority vested in the 
Substitute Trustee, Pill 
& Pill, PLLC, by that cer-
tain Deed of Trust dated 
July 10, 2014, executed 
by the Borrower, Tom E 
Bogan, to The Moore Law 
Firm, PLLC, the Trustee, 
of record in the Office of 
the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Pendleton 
County, West Virginia, in 
Book 145, at Page 416.  At 
the time of the execution 
of the Deed of Trust, this 
property was reported to 
have a mailing address of 
19 Sandy Ridge Rd., Sugar 
Grove, WV 26815.  Pill & 
Pill, PLLC was appointed 
as Substitute Trustee by an 
APPOINTMENT OF SUC-
CESSOR TRUSTEE dated 
June 10, 2024, of record in 
the Clerk’s Office in Book 
178, at Page 217.  The Bor-
rower defaulted under the 
Note and Deed of Trust and 
the Substitute Trustee has 
been instructed to foreclose 
under the Deed of Trust.  
Accordingly, the Substitute 
Trustee will sell the follow-
ing described property to 
the highest bidder at the 
front door of the Court-
house of Pendleton County, 
in Franklin, West Virginia, 
on the following date:

September 23, 2024,
at 12:30 p.m.

The following de-
scribed tracts or par-
cels of real estate, to-
gether with buildings 
and improvements 
thereon located, ly-
ing and being situate 
in Franklin District, 
Pendleton County, 
West Virginia, and 
being more particu-
larly described by its 
metes and bounds as 
follows:

TRACT NO. 1: BE-
GINNING at an iron 
stake at the North 
East edge of the 
Sandy Ridge road, 
thence S 89 E 118.5 
feet meandering 
said road to a point 
in the center of the 
same, thence up over 
a ridge S 26 ½ W 
367.6 feet to a white 
oak (witnessed by a 
hemlock tree) Milton 
Propst corner, thence 
N 89 W. 118.5 feet 
to a point at an iron 
stake in the old road, 
Bruce Rexrode and 
Milton Propst corner 
thence with Rexrode 
and Propst line N 26 
½ E 367.6 feet to the 
beginning, containing 
1 acre, more or less.

TRACT NO. 2: BE-
GINNING at a white 
oak stump east of 
the cabin on the land 
of the parties of the 
Wayne R. Boggs and 
Curtis J. Boggs and 
with their line S 24 W 
6 3/5 poles to a hem-
lock; thence with the 

same N 66 W 6 3/5 
poles to an iron stake 
on the east edge of the 
old Sandy Ridge road 
witnessed by a large 
hickory tree, a cor-
ner of Milton Propst 
and Bruce Rexrode, 
thence with Bruce 
Rexrode`s line N 30 
E 4 poles with the old 
road to an iron stake 
on the east edge of 
the road; thence with 
Milton Propst`s line S 
89 E 6 3/5 poles to the 
beginning, containing 
one-fifth (1/5) acre, 
more or less. 

These are the same 
tracts of real estate 
conveyed by Warren 
G. Heidt and Eliza-
beth A. Heidt to Tom 
E. Bogan aka Tom E. 
Bogan Sr. by Deed 
dated July 10, 2014 
and of record in the 
Office of the Clerk 
of the County Com-
mission of Pendleton 
County, West Virgin-
ia, in Deed Book 195, 
Page 322. 

The Grantor further 
grants and conveys 
unto the Grantee, and 
his assigns, all rights 
of way and easements 
appertaining to the 
aforesaid real estate.

TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be 
conveyed in an “AS 
IS” physical condition 
by Deed containing 
no warranty, express 
or implied, subject 
to the Internal Rev-
enue Service right 
of redemption, all 
property taxes, prior 
Deeds, liens, reserva-
tions, encumbrances, 
restrictions, rights-of-
ways, easements, cov-
enants, conveyances 
and conditions of 
record in the Clerk’s 
office or affecting the 
subject property.

2) The Purchaser shall 
be responsible for the 
payment of the trans-
fer taxes imposed by 
the West Virginia 
Code § 11-22-1.

3) The Beneficiary and/
or the Servicer of the 
Deed of Trust and 
Note reserve the right 
to submit a bid for the 
property at sale.

4) The Trustee reserves 
the right to continue 
sale of the subject 
property from time 
to time by written 
or oral proclama-
tion, which continu-
ance shall be in the 
sole discretion of the 
Trustee.

5) The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to 
cause any existing 
tenant or person oc-
cupying the property 
to vacate said proper-
ty, and any personal 
property and/or be-
longings remaining at 

the property after the 
foreclosure sale will 
be deemed to consti-
tute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND 
WILL BE DISPOSED 
OF ACCORDINGLY.

6) The total purchase 
price is payable to the 
Trustee within thirty 
(30) days of the date 
of sale, with ten (10%) 
of the total purchase 
price payable to the 
Trustee at sale.

Pill & Pill, PLLC,  Sub-
stitute Trustee

BY:
Jonathan L. Wertman, 

Esq.
Pill & Pill, PLLC
85 Aikens Center
Edwin Miller
   Boulevard
P.O. Box 440
Martinsburg, WV 25402
(304) 263-4971
foreclosures@pillwv
   law.com
             8-15-2p; 9-12-2p

NOTICE OF
ANCILLARY

FILING WITHOUT ANY
ADMINISTRATION

OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given 
that a foreign will or affi-
davit has been filed before 
Pendleton County Commis-
sion at 100 S. Main Street, 
Franklin, WV  26807.

That no appointment 
of administration is being 
made pursuant to the pro-
visions of law but that a 
foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs of the decedent has 
been filed with the Pend-
leton County Commission, 
and is of record in the 
Pendleton County Clerk’s 
Office.

Any interested person 
objecting to the filing of the 
foreign will or affidavit or 
objecting to the absence of 
appointment or adminis-
tration being made in this 
state must be filed with the 
Pendleton County Commis-
sion within 60 days after 
the date of first publica-
tion or within 30 days of 
the serving of this notice, 
whichever is later.  If an 
objection is not filed time-
ly, the objection is forever 
barred.

First Publication Date:
Thursday,
 September 5, 2024

Claim Deadline Date:
Monday,
   November 4, 2024

Decedent:
Brenda L. Millard
Gloucester County, VA
Filed by:
James Patrick Gurkin,
  Jr.,
Son,
Gloucester, VA

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me on August 29, 
2024.

Elise M. White, Clerk of the 
Pendleton County Commis-
sion                             9-5-2c
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ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTORS

FUEL

AUTOMOTIVE

Contact
Us Today!

304-358-2304
ads@pendletontimes.com

PO Box 906
Franklin, WV 26807
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HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

STORAGE SPACE

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

ImmedIate Job openIng

PART TIME
REGISTERED NURSE

This position will be responsible for managing our In-Home 
Services Programs. Duties will coincide with the requirements 
of each individual program. These duties will include, but are 
not limited to, in-home visits, plans of care, supervise staff 
and manage agency resources, train staff, market programs, 
ability to apply social work principals and nursing skills to the 
management of the multiple physical, social and psychological 
problems of the elderly, knowledge of Microsoft Office. Limited 
travel required.

Minimum Qualifications: Registered Nurse (WV) - Bachelor’s 
degree in nursing or equivalent preferred. Driver’s License. 

Pendleton Senior & Family Services, Inc.

Interested applicants may pick up an application at our office at 
365 Mill Road, Franklin or visit our website at www.psfsi.org.   

BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

FOR RENT

WANTED
* P A I N T I N G * 
34  years  exper i -
ence: Houses, Barns, 
Roofs ,  Churches, 
Outbuildings, Poul-
try House Roofs, 
Log Homes, etc. and 
Pressure Washing, 
Interior Painting. 
Call Ronnie Kimble, 
358-7208 WV03545.    
                2/22x10/17c

FOR SALE
SOLID 12’X60’ house 
trailer, ideal for cab-
in, storage unit, or 
even fix up to live in, 
$875 or best offer. 
Call Stuart 304-616-
6218.              9-12-4p 
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

AUTOMOTIVE
2003 BUICK Cen-
tury for sale–128,000 
miles,  automatic, 
4-door, $2,500. 304-
668-2805.       9-12-2c

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING—
Cook Position part-
time Saturday and 
Sunday, Brandywine 
Family Dining. Apply 
within.              9-12-2c

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following described tracts or lots of land in the County of Pendleton have been certified by the Auditor of the 

State of West Virginia to G. Russell Rollyson, Jr., Deputy Commissioner of Delinquentand Nonentered lands of said County, for sale at public 
auction.  The lands will be offered for sale by the undersigned Deputy Commissioner at public auction in the Hall of the Pendleton County 
Courthouse beginning at 1:00 PM in the afternoon, on the 8th  day of October 2024.

Each tract or lot as described below, will be sold to the highest bidder.  The payment for any tract or lot purchased at a sale shall be made 
by check or money order payable to the sheriff of the county and delivered before the close of business on the day of the sale.  If any of said 
tracts or lots remain unsold following the auction, they will be subject to sale by the Deputy Commissioner without additional advertising or 
public auction.  The deputy commissioner sale may include tracts or lots remaining unsold from a previous auction not required by law to be 
readvertised and described for this subsequent auction of those same tracts and lots. All sales are subject to the approval of the Auditor of the 
State of West Virginia.

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the sale by payment 
to the Deputy Commissioner of the total amount of taxes, interest, and charges thereon up to the date of redemption.  Lands listed above as 
escheated or waste and unappropriated lands may not be redeemed.

Given under my hands this 14th day of August 2024.

 G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and Nonentered

9-12-3c Lands for Pendleton County

 CERT YEAR
    NO SOLD   NAME1 NAME2                                             DESCRIPTION DISTRICT
 36186 2020 O’CONNER  22 ACS GERMANY VALLEY 1/5 INT (GAS & OIL RIGHTS ONLY)  UNION
   VIOLET

 36187 2020 O’CONNER  11.53 ACS GERMANY VALLEY (GAS & OIL RIGHTS ONLY)1/5 INT  UNION
   VIOLET 

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

IN THE FAMILY COURT 
OF Pendleton COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE MATTER OF:
B.M.W.
Minor(s) under the Age of 
18 Years

Civil Action NO. 24-FIG-3

THE OBJECT OF THIS 
SUIT IS: PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN

To the above named 
Respondent:

It appearing by affida-
vit in this action that af-
ter diligence to determine 
the address of Kara Wil-
lis, residency is unknown, 
it is hereby ordered that 
she serve upon Amil M. 
Jackson, whose address is 
7765 Upper South Branch 
Rd., Franklin, WV 26807 
an Answer, including any 
related counterclaim or de-
fense you may have to the 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian filed in this 
action, on or before Octo-
ber 10, 2024. If you fail to 
do so, thereafter judgment, 
upon proper hearing and 
trial, may be taken against 
you for the relief demanded 
in the Petition.

A copy of said Petition 
can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk at her 
office.

Entered by the Clerk of 
said Court on this 5th day 
of September, 2024,

          Shalee D. Wilburn
          CLERK OF COURT
                                 9-12-2p

LEGAL  ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PENDLETON COUNTY PSD
PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

SANDY RIDGE WATER EXTENSION

General Notice

The Pendleton County PSD (Owner) is requesting 
Bids for the construction of the following Project:

SANDY RIDGE WATER EXTENSION

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received 
either in person at the Pendleton County PSD of-
fice located at 200 Confederate Road, Franklin, WV 
26807 or through mail at PO Box 861, Franklin, WV 
26807, until 1 p.m. local time on Tuesday, October 
15th, 2024, at which time the Bids received will be pub-
licly opened and read. 

The method of bidding will be as follows:

CONTRACT #1 – Water Lines and Booster Stations

Unit price contract to provide and install 34,240 LF 
4-inch water line; 2,280 LF of 3-inch water line; 1,300 
LF 2-inch water line; 1,030 LF of directional drills; 152 
LF of highway bores; 50 LF of highway open cuts; 80 LF 
of stream crossings; 24 gate valves; 6 Air Release Assem-
blies; 9 Flushout Assemblies; 1 80 GPM hydroconstant 
booster station; 1 50 GPM booster station; and other 
work required to provide the complete system improve-
ments project.

CONTRACT #2 – Water Storage Tank

Lump sum contract to construct one (1) water storage 
tank measuring 14 feet in diameter by 24 feet in height 
to the overflow with a nominal volume of 27,000 gallons. 
Contract also includes access road and appurtenances to 
make a complete operating system.

Obtaining the Bidding Documents

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Cer-
rone Associates, Inc., 97-14th Street, Wheeling, WV 
26003. Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays through 
Fridays between the hours of 8:00AM – 5:00PM and 
may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the 
Issuing Office as described below.

The Bidding Documents may also be examined at the fol-
lowing locations:

1. Construction.com       1(800) 393-6343
2. Contractors Association of West Virginia, 2114   

 Kanawha Blvd., East, Charleston, WV 25311
3. Office of the Owner, Pendleton County PSD, 200   

 Confederate Road, Franklin, WV 26807

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office 
of Cerrone Associates, Inc. located at 97-14th Street, 
Wheeling WV 26003. They may be ordered by check or 
online at the following webpage: www.cerrone1.com.
  
Digital copies of the Bidding Documents will be delivered 
by Dropbox. If Dropbox cannot be accepted, a compact 
disk will be shipped upon payment of the following de-
posit:

Plans and Specifications:
 
Contract No. 1 – Waterline Extension $ 50.00
Contract No. 2 – Water Storage Tank $ 50.00

Printed copies will be shipped, upon payment of the fol-
lowing deposit:

Plans and Specifications: 
Contract No. 1 – Waterline Extension $ 250.00
Contract No. 2 – Water Storage Tank $ 250.00

The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted 
by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date 
of receipt of the Bidding Documents.  Partial sets of Bid-
ding Documents will not be available from the Issuing 
Office.  Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible 
for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including 
Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the 
Issuing Office.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

Pre-bid Conference

There is no Pre-Bid Conference for this project.

Instructions to Bidders.

For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, 
qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer to 
the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bid-
ding Documents.

DBE REQUIREMENTS

Each Bidder must fully comply with the requirements, 
terms, and conditions as set forth in the contract docu-
ments to achieve Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) participation during the performance of this con-
tract.  The bidder commits itself to the program for DBE 
participation and all other requirements, terms, and 
conditions of the bid conditions by submitting a properly 
signed bid.

The bidder agrees to make “good faith efforts” to sub-
contract a portion of the total value of the contract to 
Disadvantaged businesses.  This shall be done in compli-
ance with the six (6) good faith efforts as outlined in 40 
CFR 31.36(e).  Failure to demonstrate good faith efforts 
may lead to rejection of bids.  For the purpose of this 
program, the term “subcontractor” includes all construc-
tion, modification, and service work contracted for by the 
bidder in the execution of the work under this contract.  

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: PENDLETON COUNTY PSD
By: DARRELL BODKIN
Title: CHAIRMAN
Date: 9/10/24                                                     9-12-2c

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF

PENDLETON COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

IN RE:  THE ADOPTION
  OF M. A. S. 
 
     Civil Action No. 24-A-8
   

NOTICE OF
ADOPTION

PROCEEDING AND 
HEARING

To TIM ROOT,
   Respondent:

It appearing that the 
whereabouts and address-
es of the above-named 
Respondent is unknown 
and that the Petitioner 
has used due-diligence to 
attempt to locate the Re-
spondent, Respondent is 
hereby notified that a Peti-
tion for the Adoption of M. 
A. S (DOB: 05/08/2021) has 
been filed in the Circuit 
Court of Pendleton County, 
West Virginia, Civil Action 
No. 24-A-8. Respondent is 
hereby notified that this ac-
tion may affect their paren-
tal rights, if any, to M. A. S.

It is hereby ORDERED 
that the Respondent serve 
upon Raymond K. LaMora 
III, Esq., Counsel for the 
Petitioner, whose address 
is P.O. Box 229, Elkins, 
WV 26241, an Answer, in-
cluding any related coun-
terclaim or defenses they 
may have within thirty (30) 
days of the first (1st) publi-
cation of this Notice. A copy 
of said Petition can be ob-
tained from the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Pendleton 
County, located at PO Box 
846, Franklin, WV  26807.

Respondent is further 
notified that a final hear-
ing will be held on this 
Petition on the 22nd   day 
of October, 2024, at 11:00 
AM in the Circuit Court of 
Pendleton County, Pend-
leton County Courthouse, 
100 S. Main Street, Frank-
lin, WV  26807, before the 
Honorable C. Carter Wil-
liams, Judge of the Circuit 
Court of Pendleton County, 
West Virginia. 

ENTERED by the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Pendleton County, West 
Virginia this the 29th day 
of August, 2024.

             Shalee D. Wilburn
             Honorable Shalee    
                Wilburn
             CLERK         9-5-2c

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration 
of the following estates 
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, 100 S. Main 
Street, P. O. Box ll67, 
Franklin, West Virginia 
26807.  The names of the 
personal representatives 
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All persons on whom 
this notice is served who 
have objections that 
challenge the validity 
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal 
representative, venue, or 
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required 
to file their objections 
with this Commission 
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 

OF THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF THE NOTICE, which-
ever is later.

All creditors of the 
decedent(s) and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must 
file their claims with 
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. 

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 5,  2024.  
Deadline for claims is 
November 4, 2024.
                                                                                 
Stanna Smith Estate – 
William S. Smith, Ex-
ecutor;
Geneva Wright Estate 
– Anita Ann Moats, Ex-
ecutrix;
Virginia S. Byers Estate – 
Joshua Lawrence Byers, 
Executor;
Elizabeth A. Leeson Es-
tate – Sue Ann Sites, 
Executrix.

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on August 
29, 2024.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           9-5-2c

WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  b y 
t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways through the 
Bid Express Bidding 
Service  (www.bidx.
com) and by sealed 
proposals (only when 
p r e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s 
waived) being received 
at its office in Building 
5 ,  R o o m  8 4 3 ,  1 9 0 0 
Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West 
Virginia until October 08, 
2024 at 10:00 AM (Eastern 
Standard Time). The 
bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read 
publicly thereafter for 
the construction of the 
following project(s):

Call 015
Contract 2012000972
State Project
 S336-33-5.48 00
Federal Project
 STP-0033(350)D
Description
STRUCTURE 
  REPLACEMENT

Onego Bridge
Bridge

COUNTY: PENDLETON
BRIDGE: Bridge
CONCRETE SLAB ON 
   PRESTRESSED GIRDER
SPAN(S):
STRUCTURE STEEL:

DBE GOAL:  9% OF 
C O N T R A C T  B I D 
A M O U N T .  B I D D E R 
M U S T  P R O V I D E 
WRITTEN ASSURANCE 
OF MEETING GOAL ON 
FORM IN PROPOSAL.

REMARKS:

P r o p o s a l s  w i l l 
b e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
prequalified and West 
V i r g i n i a  l i c e n s e d 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid 
Pro-jects a contractors’ 
license is not required 
at time of bid, but will 
be required before 
w o r k  c a n  b e g i n . 
Registration is required 
with the Department 
o f  Administrat ion , 
Division of Purchasing, 
in accordance with 
Chapter 5A, Article 3, 
Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All con-
tractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically 
w i t h  t h e i r  b i d  a 
Proposal  Guaranty 
Bond for $500.00 or 5% 
of total bid, whichever 
is greater.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways reserves the 
right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for 
receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for 
any project designated 
in this advertisement, 
without the necessity 
o f  r e n e w i n g  s u c h 
advertisement.  The 
d e f e r m e n t ,  d e l a y , 
postponement, and the 
date that proposals will 
be will received and 
publicly opened will 
be available on www.
bidx.com.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation,  Division 
of Highways hereby 
notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively 
insure that  in  any 
c o n t r a c t  e n t e r e d 
into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to 
this invitation and will 
not be discriminated 
against on the grounds 
of race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin 
in consideration for an
award.                       9-5-2c
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NEW LISTING - FORT SEYBERT AREA, 13+ acres, Hinkle 
Mountain Road, Springhill Properties, all woods, furnished trailer, 
wood heating stove, propane gas kitchen stove, 2 bunks, great 
hunting, 2 tree stands, easy access. Buy it now and be ready for 
hunting season. $84,000
NEW LISTING - FRANKLIN, Birchwood Drive, 3BR, 1.5 bath, 
brick ranch house. $229,000.
MOYERS - 49.16 acres, mostly cleared, old farm house, good condi-
tion log outbuilding, spring and stream. $289,000.
BLACK THORN MOUNTAIN ESTATES, 6.18 acres, Lot #22, top 
of mountain, great views, all wooded, HOA applies, west of Doe Hill 
Road. $74,000. REDUCED $64,000.
UPPER TRACT, 16 acres, wooded w/cabin, secluded, no water or 
electric. $98,000.

278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807

 , easy 

NEW LISTING - FORT SEYBERT - Excellent opportunity for a hunt-
ing lodge or glamping business. 6 BD, 3BA dwelling, 2 ponds, borders 
Nat. Forest, hayfields, many OUTBLDS, teepees set up for glamping. 
$350,000. Contact Kathy Sponaugle.
THORNY MEADOW ESTATES – 19.36 acres, with 4BR/3BA dwelling, 
vaulted ceiling, wormy chestnut walls, fireplaces, built-in cabinets, cov-
ered deck, paved driveway. $440,000 Call Kathy Sponaugle.
SMOKE HOLE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY - GRANT CO. - 13.93+/-  
wooded acres adjoins National Forest, 2-story house and 3 rental cab-
ins, 5 BR and 5 BA, well water. SOLD AS IS. $1,185,000 $975,000. Call 
Gene Boggs.
UPPER TRACT - Old country home w/original oak paneling on .48 ac, 2 
garages, 2 outbuildings, city water, central heat/air, generac generator, 3 
BD, 2 BA. $225,000 $199,000. Call Gene Boggs.

Gene Boggs, Associate Broker 304-358-7982
Kathy Sponaugle 304-668-3283                           Angie Nelson 304-358-2524

PENDING

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2022 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 104K miles ..................................................................................$17,900
2021 CHEVY EQUINOX AWD 1LT PKG., 4-cyl., auto., ldd., dark blue, 85K miles, very clean ...............SPECIAL $19,500 $17,900
2020 NISSAN ROGUE SL AWD,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., leather, moonroof, navigation, etc. silver, only 48K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $25,900 $23,500
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd., blue, 99K miles ......................................................................................... $15,900
2019 DODGE JOURNEY GT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., 56K miles, black, very sporty 3rd row SUV ...................... FOR ONLY $24,900
2018 JEEP CHEROKEE 4-DR AWD Latitude pkg., ldd w/options, gray, only 72K miles ..........................................................$15,900
2018 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER LIMITED 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 110K miles ...............................................................$32,900
2018 FORD TAURUS “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 liter V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 150K miles ..............................................$9,950
2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 106K highway miles .................................SPECIAL  $17,900 $15,900
2018 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM AWD, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd, blue 102K miles, very sharp ....................................................$14,900
2016 INFINITI QX50 AWD, 3.7 liter V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 74K miles ..............................................................................$15,900
2015 FORD EXPLORER SPORT AWD, Ecoboost V-6, auto., ldd., black, 137K miles, in excellent condition 
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $17,900 $15,900
2009 FORD E-350 XLT 12 PASSENGER VAN, V-8, auto., ldd., only 76K miles, silver ............................................................$19,500
1997 FORD MUSTANG COBRA CONVERTIBLE, V-8, 5-spd., ldd, leather, etc., only 49,000 actual miles ......................... $19,900

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2023 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB 4X4 PRO-4X, V-6, auto., ldd., gray, only 15K miles .................................................$37,900
2023 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” 6.7 Cummins diesel, ldd., white only 3K miles ..$64,900
2022 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED STX 4X4, 3.5 liter EcoBoost, auto., ldd., charcoal, only 31K miles ..............$44,900
2021 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED XLT 4X4, 5.0 liter V-8, auto., ldd., burgundy, only 13K miles ......................$43,900
2020 JEEP GLADIATOR CREW CAB “MOHAVE EDITION,” V-6, auto., ldd., black, 64K miles........................................$37,900
2018 PETERBILT 567 6-AXLE DUMP TRUCK,  550 ISX Cummins, 18-spd., 550K miles, white ........................................$114,500
2015 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB SHORTBED 4X2, 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., ldd., white, 175K miles, ex. cond.
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $19,900 $17,500
2014 FORD F-550 REGULAR CAB UTILITY TRUCK, V-10, auto., air, etc., white, 132K miles, nice truck ... FOR ONLY $23,900
2011 FORD F-250 REGULAR CAB LONGBED 4X4, XL pkg., 6.2 liter gas V-8, auto., ldd., 168K miles, custom
	 fiberglass	cap................................................................................................................................................  SPECIAL $18,900 $16,500
2006 FORD F-350 REGULAR CAB 4X4 “ENCLOSED UTILITY TRUCK,” 6.0 diesel, auto., air, etc., 246k miles,
 runs excellent .................................................................................................................................................................................$14,900
2004 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LARIAT DUALLY 4X4, 6.0 diesel, auto., ldd., maroon, only 79K miles  SPECIAL $34,900 $32,900
1997 FORD E-350 CONVERSION SUPERCAB DUALLY 4X2, 7.3 diesel, auto., ldd., maroon, 55K miles ...........................$13,900

Great Financing Rates Now Available

CAMPER ........................................................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2022 FOREST RIVER 39 FT. CAMPER, ldd w/everything, 4-slideouts, etc. .................................................................ONLY $29,500

  

SGR352A 1.38 Acres, Friends Run, Electric, Well, Septic. 
3 Water & Sewer hookups on property. Franklin District. 
$59,000.00.
SGR351A 1.53 Acres w/3 Bed, 1 Bath Rancher. Attached 
Garage, 16’x20’ Unattached Garage. Kellers Ridge, Pe-
tersburg. $249,000.00.
SGR347A  27.82 Acres with 3 Bed, 2 Bath Lodge Home, 
Well, Septic, 30x40 Detached Garage/Shop, Bethel       
District. NEW LISTING $449,000.00.
SGR346A 20.998 Acres with a 1-yr.-old 4032 sq. ft. Lodge-
like home. 3 Bed, 4.5 Baths, Open Floor Plan, 2 RV Pads, 
Expansive covered deck & porches, Primary Bedroom w/
Ensuite and direct access to hot tub on side deck. Finished 
basement w/garage access. Sugar Grove Estates. Sugar 
Grove District. Some Restrictions apply. This is a must 
see! NEW LISTING $599,000.00.
SGR342A 5 Acres, Lot 40W, High Valley Development. 
Some Restrictions. NEW LISTING $15,000.00.
SGR339A 1.00 Acre w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home, 2 Car           
Garage. 12’x40’ deck, paved driveway. Smith Heights Sub-
division. Some Restrictions. NEW LISTING $279,000.00 
REDUCED $269,000.00.
SGR337A 2.79 Acres, w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin. Wood 
Ceiling, Paneled walls, LP heat. 8’x8’ outbuilding. Well, 2 
Septics. Sugar Grove District. NEW LISTING $129,000.00.
SGR335A 2.58 Acres w/3-4 Bdrm., 2 Bath, Ranch Home, 
Maintenance free exterior, Oil heat, Central AC, Public 
Water, Outbuildings, Franklin District. NEW LISTING 
$349,000.00 REDUCED $329,000.00.
SGR334A 4.25 Acre Lot, Sherwood Forest, Nice building 
lot, Electric Nearby, Some Restrictions apply, Franklin 
District. NEW LISTING $39,000.00.
SGR333A 5.37 Acres w/Cabin. Open Living space, Main 
floor bdrm, Large Loft bdrm, 1 Bath, Deck along 2 sides, 
Easy access to property. Located in Buck Ridges, Franklin 
District. NEW LISTING $164,900.00.
SGR331A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Generator, 
Brand New Solar Panel installation, Cistern, Septic, located 
on Kile Knob, Franklin District. $259,000.00 $229,000.00 
REDUCED $209,000.00.
SGR330A 3.69 Acres, 2 New 12x24 Buildings w/Metal 
Roofs. 1 Building is insulated w/living space, electricity 
and 2 lofts. The other is used for storage. 200AMP ser-
vice, Bethel District. Close to National Forest. $89,900.00 
REDUCED $69,900.00.
SGR328A&B 0.30 Acres w/Duplex. 2–1 bed, 1 bath units 
w/shared laundry. Newly Rehabbed. Located at South 
Fork Crossing. Some Restrictions. Purchase separately 
at $69,900.00  $62,400.00 per unit or purchase both units 
for $135,000.00 $120,000.00.
SGR327A 0.44 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Rancher. Located 
in Brandywine, South Fork Crossing. Newly rehabbed. 
Some Restrictions. $109,900.00 REDUCED $104,900.00.

SGR326A 141.74 Acres, Raw Land, Franklin District. 
$399,000.00.
SGR320A 2.75 wooded acres, Lot #13, Yeager Ct.,      
Highland Estates Development, Milroy District, Grant 
County, WV.  $63,250.00 REDUCED $59,900.00.
SGR318A 14.47 Acres Raw Land, w/Road cut in and   
leveled building pad being prepared, Buck Ridges Devel-
opment, Franklin District. $49,900.00.
SGR317A 0.21 AC w/Store Front, 2 Apartments, Large 
Storage area, located in Riverton. $70,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR309A 0.44 Acres w/4 bed, 2 bath home in Franklin. 
Two car garage w/bonus room. $229,000.00.
SGR308A 10.04 Acres, Raw Land, Lot #26, Blackthorn 
Mtn. Estates, Sugar Grove Dist. Great View Potential. 
Perc tested. $60,000.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Prop-
erty adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00 REDUCED 
$320,000.00.
SGR300A 599.19 Acres, more or less, off of Sandy Ridge 
Rd. Hunting, Food Plots, Timber, Catfish Pond, Mtn. 
Views, Roads throughout. Franklin District. NEW LISTING 
$1,795,000.00 REDUCED $1,595,000.00.
SGR258B 3.42 Acres, w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home. Sugar 
Grove District, Falcon Lane. $259,000.00. REDUCED 
$229,000.00 REDUCED $199,000.00.
SGR252A 81.01 Acres, more or less, Lot 7, Seneca 
Lookout, adjoins National Forest. Spring on property. 
North Fork hiking trail crosses. Union District. Covenants 
& Restrictions. $519,000.00.
SGR246 242.36 Acres, more or less, w/5 Bed, 2-1/2 
Bath Contemporary Home as well as a Farmhouse on              
property. Pond, Magnificent Views. Conservation Ease-
ment. $998,700.00.
SGR236 World Class View Overlooking Germany Valley! 
Log Cabin, 70.08 Acres, 2 bed, 2.5 Baths. Seneca Lookout. 
Some Restrictions.  $799,000.00.
SGR223 4 Bed, 2 Bath, 2000 sq. ft. home located in town 
of Franklin. $299,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.358.7610
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 
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Smith Awarded Byers 
Memorial Scholarship

Dusty B. Smith of Moyers 
was the 2024 recipient of the 
Jefferson Read Byers Memo-
rial Scholarship. He is the son 
of Marvin and Tammy Smith.

As a student at Pendleton 
County High School, Smith 
graduated fourth in his class 
with a 4.09 GPA. He was a 
member of the National Hon-
or Society and Pep Club. He 
was also involved in football 
and basketball for four years 
and baseball for one year. He 
was selected as co-athlete of 
the year along with his twin 
brother, Dillon Smith.

He is a member of Totten 
Chapel Church.

Awarded each year to a 
graduating senior at PCHS, 
this scholarship was estab-
lished in memory of Jefferson 
Read Byers who was a stu-
dent at Franklin High School 
and was tragically killed in 
an automobile accident on 
Feb. 9, 1973, when returning 
from a Franklin High School 
basketball game in Wardens-
ville at which time he was a 
team manager.

The scholarship is awarded 
each year to a student, who, 
upon recommendation by 
school faculty, has demon-
strated Christian character, 
ideals and values, and has 
shown concern for others, 
enthusiasm and love of life, 
interest, steadfastness, fair-

ness and a determination to 
do what is best in whatever is 
attempted.

Smith is attending Fair-
mont State University and 
plans to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in exercise science 
eventually becoming a physi-
cal therapist.

Dusty Smith

Vandevander Chosen as National 
Miss Military Star Junior Queen

The first Miss Military 
Star West Virginia pageant 
was held in February at the 
VFW in Elkins. 

McKenzie VanDevander, 
age 13, was crowned the 
2024 Miss Military Star 
West Virginia Junior Teen. 
She competed in the national 
competition July 16 – 19 in 
Erie, Pennsylvania, were she 
earned the title of 2024-2025 
National Miss Military Star 
Junior Queen.

VanDevander stated that 
she is excited to help out 
more in the community and 
grow her platform of making 
handmade cards for veter-
ans. “If anyone has veterans 
in their families who would 
like to be sent a card on holi-
days and birthdays, please 
let me know,” she said. “Send 
me a message through my 
Facebook or my mom’s Face-
book, Jessica VanDevander.”

Both state and national 
pageants have the same re-
quired areas of competition 
- gown, interview, Americana 
wear, and community ser-
vice. At the state level, com-
munity service is a donation 
of goods to Military Connec-
tions, who create care pack-
ages and send them to the 
military stationed overseas. 
At the national level, dona-
tions go to Wreaths Across 
America, Honor Flight, and 
the Military Star Organiza-
tion.

The next state pageant will 
be held Oct. 26 at the VFW 
in Elkins with the national 
competition to be held in the 
summer of 2025.

Miss Military Star began 
because of United States 
army veteran PFC Raymond 

E Neff who served as a heli-
copter gunner in the Vietnam 
War with the 118th Bandits 
AHC. His sharing of his 
stories with his family and 
his raising awareness and 
appreciation for those who 
served make it an honor to 
help those who are deployed 
and those who have served. 

“Through combining our 
love of pageantry and all 
the benefits it allows its 
competitors, along with our 
love of serving those who 
have served, we are proud 
to ‘shine for our heros,’” said 
Becky Yenchik, West Vir-
ginia’s state director. “Sing 
our crown and sashes to 
serve our communities both 

through our person plat-
forms, and those of the Miss 
Military Star Organization, 
We are changing lives one 
act of kindness at a time. 
Through our titleholders’ 
and volunteers’ hard work 
and dedication we are able 
to work together to create 
change for the better through 
what we like to call the ‘Star 
Sisterhood.’”

The Miss Military Star or-
ganization’s entire staff and 
directors are volunteers who 
have a heart for the military 
men and women and love to 
help girls and women become 
their best self. Bella Firster, 
Neff’s granddaughter, is the 
founder. 

McKenzie VanDevander

Pocahontas Producers Livestock Market
Marlinton Stockyards

For more information, call:
Sherry Sullenberger (PPCA manager) at 540-499-2718
Pocahontas County Extension Office at 304-799-4852

SPECIAL CALF SALE
Fridays

September 13 and 27 and October 11 - 7 p.m.
BRED/CULL COW SALE

Saturday, October 12 - 2 p.m.

Special Sale Schedule

PUBLIC AUCTION
Old Furnace Road Area
Personal Property and 

Real Estate
September 21 at 9:30 a.m.

(540) 435-0020
VA# 2367

DIRECTIONS: 2845 Earmans Loop, Rockingham, VA 22802
JD 2155 diesel w/521 loader 2450 hrs (like new) RE-
SERVE, ‘49 Farmall A (VG) RESERVE, 7’ snow blade w/
hyd angle, brush hog 7’ blade, 14x28 tractor chains, log 
chains and binder, hand scythe, large 120v light, lots 
of metal gas cans, lots of hand tools (pipe cutter, pipe 
wrenches, large hand grinder, small tank, anvil, several 
vices, Stanley plane, socket sets, and many more shop 
tools), all kinds of electrical tools, all sizes electric wiring 
& boxes, lots of bolts and nuts, file cabinets, 2 large 
bolt bins, hand brace & bits, lots of yard tools, hand 
sprayer, axes, hand T post driver, pipe snake, ropes, 
weed eaters, 2 wheel barrows, lawn roller, aluminum 24’ 
extension ladder, cast iron tub, numerous animal traps, 
numerous antique hand tools, lots of old Bridgewater 
Steam & Gas buttons, several old HEC pole trucks, 1929 
& 1931, license plates, Fisher wood stove, galvanized 
coal bucket, brass scales, numerous oyster cans, old 
milk bottles, ceiling lights, 8’x12’ box trailer, barbed 
wire, fence wire. HOUSEHOLD: several nice kitchen 
tables and lots of wood chairs, Lazy Boy recliners and 
reclining sofa, end tables, lots of kitchenware, lots of 
nice china (lots of carnival glass, Shirley Temple glass, 
and more), pots & pans, lots of baking dishes, lots of 
canning jars, lots of glass tops, silverware, Old Hickory 
knives, lots of skillets (some cast iron), numerous crocks, 
mixers, blenders, old drop leaf table, afghans, blankets, 
lots of books (Heartland books), Foxfire books, Aladdin 
lamp/kerosene lamps, numerous dressers (4&5 drawer), 
3 full bedroom suites, Singer sewing machine, 6 gun 
safe, Lance cedar chest, numerous porcelain, canners/pots 
& pans, Shenandoah’s Pride boxes, GE dryer, Hotpoint 
washer, medium size chest freezer. Many, many more 
items too numerous to mention. You have to come see 
them! Finding new items every day!
REAL ESTATE (Offered) 12 Noon: Offered as is: 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, living room, kitchen, pantry, brick ranch 
w/2 car attached garage, beautiful house, lots of closet 
space, fireplace, paved drive, good well, good septic, 
Tax Map 110(A), L 102, (A) Parcel  ID R13083, consists 
of 6.489 acres +/-, very nice machine shed & numer-
ous outbuildings.
Terms & Conditions for Real Estate: It will be $20,000 
down day of auction; remainder due within 30 days 
of auction date with delivery of deed; taxes prorated.
Personal property Terms and Conditions: Cash of good 
checks day of auction. Sell as is no guarantees. Not 
responsible for any accidents. No credit cards. Pay day 
of auction. T. Weaver Auctioneering VA# 2367 

for info 540-435-0020 
and facebook@thesoundthatsells 

thesoundthatsells@gmail.com


