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Pendleton County Schools 
Marks New Beginnings in 
Opening Session of July

By Stephen Smoot

The July 1 meeting of the Pendleton 
County Board of Education marked a num-
ber of new beginnings. First, it served as 
the first meeting on the first day of the new 
fiscal year. It also marks a point in the sum-
mer where the post mortems of the previous 
school year have passed and preparations 
for the year to come commence.

For Pendleton County, it also opened the 
era of Nicole Hevener as superintendent of 
Pendleton County Schools. In recent years, 
she has served as principal of Pendleton 
County Middle/High School and won 2023 
Assistant Superintendent of the Year in 
West Virginia.

“We ask that You bless the entire system 
as we prepare for a new year,” asked J. D. 
Wilkins, board president, during the body’s 
customary invocation. 

One of the first moves made came in 
changing the title of “school counselor.” 
The board voted to phase it out and phase 
in “school counselor/social worker” to re-
flect the changing role of that position in 
the system.

Along with other personnel decisions, the 
board voted to hire Charles Hedrick as an 
administrative mentor

During his financial report, J. P. Mowery 
announced that several buses of various 
sizes formerly used by Pendleton County 
Schools have been put out to bid as public 
surplus. He shared that the buses were 
“generally kept in good shape.” That said, 
“most of them will have to be towed” off site. 

Travis Heavner then provided a facilities 
update. Cleaning was completed at PCM/

HS with the elementary schools next to 
come. Personnel also sanded and waxed the 
gymnasium floor at North Fork Elementary 
School and will do the same at PCM/HS. 
Lockers in the middle school section were 
removed “so we could prepare for the new 
lockers to come.”

Discussion also focused on the damage 
to one room in the Harold Michael build-
ing in Circleville. Heavner stated that the 
damage poses no threat to students because 
“the room is isolated . . . it can be locked.” A 
pre bid meeting was scheduled for contrac-
tors who would like to receive the contract 
to repair it.

In the last Legislative session, a new law 
requires county school systems to have a 
policy on cell phone possession and use by 
students. Hevener stated that “I recom-
mend we table that until the July 10 special 
meeting,” and the board concurred. 

After sharing the new organizational 
leadership chart for Pendleton County 
Schools, Mowery shared results of the 
bidding process to repair the school bus 
garage parking lot. West Virginia Paving of 
Dunbar had the low bid at $66,800, almost 
$10,000 lower than the other applicant. 
This company has already performed work 
for Pendleton County Schools in Circleville.

Officials also heard the final tabulation 
on student numbers for the 2024-25 school 
year. The county once again added stu-
dents, picking up eight. Hevener stated, 
“We actually added students, so that’s 
great.”

Sonny O’Neil, board member, commented 
that “we are one of the only counties in the 
state with higher net employment.”

Nicole Hevener opens her first meeting as superintendent of Pendleton County Schools.

County Commission 
Examines 911 Fee

By Stephen Smoot

“None of us are anything without You,” prayed Roger 
Dahmer, commissioner, as he opened the first Pendleton 
County Commission meeting of July with the customary 
invocation.

After Carl Hevener, Pendleton County Commission 
president, commenced with the meeting, Janice Lantz, 
executive director of Pendleton Senior and Family Ser-
vices, was recognized to speak. 

She came to deliver a report, not participate in public 
comment, so she could interact with commissioners and 
answer their questions. Lantz stated that she came to 
“inform you about what’s going on with flooding at the 
senior center.” (Coverage in another story)

Next, commissioners discussed an upcoming possible 
change to a commonly applied fee that dates back to, but 
has not been changed, since 1998. 

Approximately 27 years ago, the Pendleton County 
Commission passed an ordinance establishing an “en-
hanced emergency telephone system,” commonly referred 
to now as 911. The county commission established this in 
November of 1998 after the West Virginia State Legisla-
ture passed HB 4448 to establish it nine months prior. 

In addition to permitting the system’s establishment, 
the law read “A county commission may impose a fee 
upon consumers of local exchange service within that 
county for an enhanced emergency telephone system 
and associated equipment and for the conversion of all 
rural routes to city-type addressing.”

The county ordinance set up an “Enhanced 9-1-1 
Communications Advisory Board.” It also set up the fee 
system as follows “$2.50 per month per local exchange 
service line or line equivalent, except for the Tel-Assis-
tance lines, is proposed. In addition, for each Centrex 
system the fee will be $2.50 for each line up to eight (8) 
lines and then $0.31 for each line over eight (8).”

Fees applied to landline users of Spruce Knob Seneca 
Rocks Telephone Company and Bell Atlantic (originally 
part of American Telephone and Telegraph’s “Bell Sys-
tem,” later absorbed into Verizon).

With the West Virginia Public Service Commission 
raising the Wireless Enhanced 911 (WE911) fee just 

Pendleton County Grand 
Jury Issues Indictments

By Stephen Smoot

Last week, the Pendleton County Grand 
Jury issued a slate of indictments. Grand 
juries originated during the reign of King 
Henry II of England in his Assize of Clar-
endon. They were meant to provide a more 
effective starting point for the criminal and 
civil justice process than trial by battle or 
ordeal.

In modern practice, an indictment merely 
means that the grand jury has found enough 
evidence to continue with the prosecution. 
Unless plea bargained, the case next goes to 
the petit jury. There 12 men and/or women 
hear the evidence.

Juries judge the merits of the prosecutor’s 
case and the evidence backing it up to render 
a verdict of guilty or not guilty. They do not 
decide actual guilt versus innocence. The law 
assumes that defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Danielle Elaine Mowery received one 
count of “Conspiracy, a felony . . . charging 
that (she) on or about July 23, 2024 . . . did 
unlawfully, willingly, and feloniously con-
spire with CHARLES JOHN NELSON JR, 
belonging to a conspiratorial group consist-
ing of two or more persons, to commit the 
offense Delivery of a Controlled substance 
(Methamphetamine) . . . against the peace 
and dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

Tyler Scott Rader received five counts. The 
first charges him with “Leaving the Scene of 
a Crash Involving Serious Bodily Injury, a 
Felony . . . on or about April 27, 2025 . . . did 
unlawfully, feloniously, and intentionally, 
after being involved in a crash resulting in 
serious bodily injury to Cayden Dodson . . . 
failed to immediately stop the vehicle at the 

scene of a crash . . . and failed to return to 
and remain at the scene until he or she has 
complied with the requirements (of the law) 
when they knew or had reason to believe that 
another person had suffered physical injury 
in said crash, against the peace and dignity 
of the State of West Virginia.”

The second count charges Rader committed 
“Subornation of Perjury, a Felony . . . (by) 
unlawfully, willingly, and feloniously induces 
or procures another person to testify falsely 
. . . TYLER SCOTT RADER did induce the 
victim . . . Cayden Dodson, to give false tes-
timony in the trial of this matter to get his 
felony case dismissed against the peace and 
dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

The third count alleges “Reckless Driving, 
a Misdemeanor . . . (Rader) did unlawfully 
drive a vehicle upon any street or highway . . 
.in willful or wanton disregard for the safety 
of persons or property, against the peace and 
dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

The fourth count alleges “Driving While 
License Suspended, a Misdemeanor . . .  
against the peace and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.”

The fifth count alleges “Obstructing an 
Officer, a Misdemeanor . . . on or about May 
1, 2025 . . . (he) did unlawfully, by threats, 
menaces, acts, or otherwise, forcibly . . . 
hinder . . . Chief Deputy J.J. Dempsey . . . 
against the peace and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.”

Matthew Glen Jenkins received four 
counts. The first alleges “Strangulation, a 
Felony . . . on or about the 31st day of March 
2025 . . . (he) did unlawfully and feloniously 
strangle another without that person’s con-
sent and thereby did cause the other person 

Pendleton Senior and Family Services 
Requests Help to Address Facility Flooding

By Stephen Smoot

As a several year natural cycle of slow-
moving intense summer rainstorms 
raises both water levels and headaches 
in the area, the county’s senior services 
facility has seen more than its share of 
related trouble. 

As a result, Janice Lantz, executive 
director of Pendleton Senior and Fam-
ily Services, brought the matter before 
the Pendleton County Commission in its 
regular meeting last week.

Last year, extended periods of rain 
caused flooding in the facility that caused 
significant damage. Lantz and her staff 
submitted a grant application that they 
won, receiving $50,000 toward repairs. 

Then, as Lantz said, “The other day we 
had water again. We thought we’d found 
the problem.”

She shared that staff and contractors 
had discovered that a drain located near 
the dumpster would back up, as well as 
a floor drain inside. Additionally, water 
runs off of the community building park-
ing lot into that of the senior center, 
which adds to the problems. The drain in 
the parking lot that should take excess 
water away safely gets overwhelmed 
easily.

Pendleton County Commission presi-
dent, Carl Hevener, asked about the 
previous slate of repairs, to which Lantz 
replied that they had checked other po-
tential problems and finally determined 
that the water had come through the 
floor drain.

During the heavy rains last week, 
administrators and staff spent approxi-

mately two hours bailing water from the 
facility to prevent further damage. Lantz 
pointed out that if the water emergency 
had taken place at night or if it had last-
ed too much longer, significant damage 
would have once again forced a shutdown 
of the center and also expensive repairs. 

She also stated that contractors tried 
to run cameras on a plumbing snake, 
sharing “we have no idea what that 
connects to” and also that during heavy 
rains there is “a lot of water coming from 
underneath there.”

Hevener noted another problem, say-
ing, “The drainage ditch behind there has 
been a problem” for about a half-century. 

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton County 
Emergency Services coordinator, sug-
gested that a smoke test would be neces-
sary to determine the nature of the drain 
and pipe system described by Lantz. He 
noted that he had seen water coming 
from a drain in the Franklin Town Park. 

“The more concrete and asphalt you 
have, the more stormwater problems you 
have,” noted Hevener.

Lantz, before leaving, explained that 
the current weather cycle’s threat means 
that they need answers quickly and 
that she would go next to the Town of 
Franklin council meeting next week. 
Hevener said, “We’ll try to help in any 
way we can.”

Commissioners and Gillespie discussed 
the problem. Later in the meeting after 
Lantz had to leave, they shared the issue 
with Richard Dennis, field representa-
tive for Governor Patrick Morrissey. 
Traffic problems had prevented him from 
attending the meeting at the beginning.

An open house explain-
ing Energy Express will be 
held from 4 to 5:30 p.m. July 
16 at Franklin Elementary 
School. There will also be a 
free spaghetti dinner with 
noodles made by the kids 
from scratch. Attendees can 
view all of the art, writing 
and learning the students 
have been doing.

Energy Express
Open House To
Be Held July 16

Gospel Concert
Scheduled at
Church in Cabins

A gospel concert by 
Johnathan Bond, Grammy 
nominiated artist, will begin 
at  6 p.m. Sunday at the 
Cabins Assembly of God 
Church located at 10079 
North Fork Highway in 
Cabins.

Aumann’s Custom Auto 
and Kimble Funeral Home 
will be sponsoring “Lunch 
on Us” meals for seniors 
aged 60+ on July 18 at the 
Franklin Senior Center. 
The meal will be served 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. Please contact the sen-
ior center at 304-358-2421 
by 2 p.m. July 15 to reserve 
a meal.

Senior Sponsored
Meal Scheduled

Pendleton Senior & Family Services, Inc.

Continued on Page 8
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July 13• Noon - 3 p.m.

$2495

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Restaurant Hours: 
Friday, Saturday and Monday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.

Menu Items Available All Day.)

Seneca Caverns Open
Friday - Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3328 Germany Valley Road., Riverton
304-567-2691

Shrimp and Chicken Gumbo, Crawfish Etouffee
Carved Cajun Butter Steak, Jambalaya, 

Cajun Chicken Cassoulet, Shrimp and Grits,
Creole Salad, Dirty Rice, Fried Okra, Red Beans,

Buttered Corn on the Cob, Steamed Rice,
Sweet Potato Tots, Corn Muffins/Butter, Beignets,

      Creole Bread Pudding w/Bourbon Sauce

Sunday Buffet
On the Bayou

www.fishermountain.com                304-358-2261
302 Golf Club Drive, Franklin

Restaurant Hours: Fridays – 4 - 8 p.m.
Saturdays – 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Sunday Brunch – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

**July Events**

HAPPY HOUR:
4 - 6 p.m. Daily

HAPPY HOUR:
5 - 8 p.m. Fridays

•Saturday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Team Trivia at Fisher Mountain
•Wednesday, July 16, 6:30 p.m.

   Free Team Bingo at Fisher Mountain
•Friday, July 18, 6 - 9 p.m.
Josh Davidson Live Music

at Fisher Mountain
•Saturday, July 19, 6 p.m.

Franklin Lions Club Golf Tournament
Real Estate Influencer

Karoake with Mike Eye, 5 - 8 p.m.
•Saturday, July 26, 5 - 8 p.m.

Jonathan Zinn Live Music
at Fisher Mountain

Town Pool Hours
Monday - Friday • Noon - 5 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday • 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
~Lap Swim~

Monday - Friday • 4:45 p.m. - 6 p.m.
~Baby Swim (0-2) Lap Swim, Water Therapy~

Monday • 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
                   ~Toddler Swim (2-3)

                  Lap Swim, Water Therapy~
                   Friday • 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

                              ~Evening Swim~
               Monday - Friday • 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

**In July Only**
$200Admission on Weekends
Free Admission on Fridays

Pendleton County Middle/High School will 
be destroying student files on students who
graduated in 2019. Records will continue to be 
kept on all students who are now in school.

Federal and state laws require that we provide 
public notification of our intent to destroy these 
records and that we provide the opportunity for
students and their parents or guardians to review 
these records prior to their destruction.  We will
begin this process on July 7, 2025.  Records will be 
available to review or receive until July 31, 2025.

If you have any questions or wish to review or 
receive records, please contact Dr. Derek Lambert 
at 304-358-2573 or email drlambert@k12.wv.us.

PUBLIC NOTICE
           If you’re not sure when your
          car is due for service, contact
         us today for assistance. We can
        set you up with an appointment
        to get your vehicle tuned-up.

“Serving the area for 45 years”

Call 304-249-5154 - Sugar Grove
Call 304-249-5900 - Brandywine

Bowers Garage & Body Shop

Irene Davis

Irene Davis, 84 of Cab-
ins and formerly of Seneca 
Rocks passed away June 
29, 2025, at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital in Petersburg.

 She was born on Sept. 
2 ,  1940,  in  Onego and 
was a daughter of the late 
Charles William Davis and 
Martha Ellen (Long) Davis.

Ms. Davis was employed 
by the Franklin Garment 
Factory for several years 
and later was a caregiver 
for many years.

She was a devoted moth-
er, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister, aunt, 
who loved her family deep-
ly.

She was a faithful serv-
ant and lived a life guided 
by her faith. She as a de-
voted member of Corner-
stone Family Fellowship 
in Petersburg. She was 
known for her gentleness 
and kindness to everyone 
that she met.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Karen Merritt (Alvin) 
of Cabins and Carla Berg 
(David) of Petersburg; two 
sons,  Danny Lee Davis 
(Peggy) of Franklin and 
Alvin Dean Merritt of El-
kins; 16 grandchildren; 
11 great-grandchildren; a 
great-great-grandson; two 
sisters, Sylvia Mallow of 
Red Creek and Ruby Teter 
of  Franklin;  a brother, 
Jerry Barkley of Onego; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was also preceded 
in death by a sister, Mary 
Barkley Kisamore; a broth-
er, George W. Davis; and 
two infant granddaughters, 
Heather and Heidi Davis.

Funeral services were 
held July 3 at  Corner-
stone Family Fellowship 
in Petersburg with Pastor 
P.J. Landis officiating. In-
terment was at a private 
cemetery.

Kenneth Edward Kimble

Kenneth Edward Kimble, 
75, of New Creek passed 
away peacefully at his resi-
dence on July 4, 2025, while 
under the care of West Vir-
ginia University Medicine 
Hospice.

Born on Jan. 25, 1950, 
in Keyser, he was the son 
of the late Olie B. and Ella 
Marie (Dean) Kimble.

Mr. Kimble graduated 
in 1968 from Keyser High 
School.

He dedicated 42 years of 
his life serving as a mechan-
ic at Dominion Power Mt. 
Storm Power Plant before 
retiring.

An outdoorsman at heart, 
he took pleasure in hunt-
ing, fishing and garden-
ing. He enjoyed attending 
gun bashes at the local fire 
departments within his 
circle of friends and was 
a regular at the Chat-n-
Chew Restaurant, where 
he started his daily routine 
with breakfast. He was fond 
of assisting his cousins on 
the Self Farm and cherished 
spending time with his 

grandchildren.
His life was marked by his 

service to his country. He 
served in the United States 
Army during the Vietnam 
War, as part of the 25th In-
fantry, First Battalion, 8th 
Field Artillery. His dedica-
tion to his community con-
tinued after his service, as 
a member of Nancy Hanks 
Post # 3518, VFW, Keyser 
and Lodge # 662, Loyal 
Order of Moose, Keyser. He 
also attended the Sunnyside 
Covenant Brethren Church 
in New Creek.

His wife of 48 years, Cathy 
L. (Duckworth) Kimble, pre-
ceded him in death on Feb. 
4, 2021.

Surv iv ing  are  sons , 
Ryan Kimble and his wife, 
Tammy of Troy, Virginia, 
and Kenny Kimble of New 
Creek; grandchildren, Abi-
gail and Caleb Kimble; close 
cousins, Tom and Bill Self, 
with whom he spent many 
good times; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and close friends.

He was also preceded 
in death by sisters, Pam 
Kimble and Betty White; 
and a brother Olie “Buck” 
Kimble, Jr.

Visitation will be held 
from 2 – 4 p.m. and 6 – 8 
p.m. today at the Smith Fu-
neral Home, Keyser Chapel. 
Funeral services will com-
mence at 11 a.m. Friday 
at the funeral home with 
Pastor Randy Shoemaker 
officiating. Interment will 
be at the Potomac Memorial 
Gardens in Keyser where 
graveside military honors 
will be accorded.

Condolences may be left 
at smithfuneralhomes.net.

County Students 
Named to Eastern’s 
Honor Lists

Multiple Pendleton County residents achieved 
academic honors during the spring 2025 semester 
at Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical 
College in Moorefield.

Earning President’s List honors, which requires 
completing 12 or more credit hours with a 4.0 grade 
point average, were Kelsey Cook, Myra Mitchell, 
Miranda Simon, and Sarah Zirkle.

Dean’s List recipients, earned for completing nine 
or more credit hours with at least a 3.5 grade point 
average, were Elizabeth Alt, Leah Bennett, Loretta 
Graham, Lydia Heavner, Aubree Keiter, Paigelyn 
Long, Nancy Miller, Jenna Smith, and Carolyn 
Varner.

Merit List recipients, which requires completing 
six or more credit hours with a 3.25 grade point 
average, were Baylee Beachler, Hannah Bennett, 
Madisen Brooks, Emma Hartman, Ella Johnston, 
Clayton Kisamore, Emily Poling, Addison Rexrode, 
Nicholas Rhodes, Taylor Roberson, Avery Townsend, 
Shelba Vincell, and Brynlynn Waggy.

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical 
College serves six rural counties in the Potomac 
Highlands. The college offers 14 degree programs 
(including six fully online), 12 certificates, and more 
than 30 transfer pathways to four-year schools. 
Its Workforce Education department provides 15+ 
training programs in various formats and special-
ized agriculture innovation training, including 
mentorship opportunities for farm fellows. Eastern 
supports students and the community through its 
career center, offering job placement, resume help, 
and interview preparation. The college is accredited 
by the Higher Learning Commission.

over 10 percent as costs rise, some counties will need 
to follow suit as they implement more comprehensive 
technology in their systems. Pendleton and other coun-
ties plan to bring expanded abilities to 911 by connect-
ing it to modern internet technology.

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton County Emergency Services 
coordinator, explained that Pendleton 911 and similar 
agencies remain “at the mercy of vendors and manufac-
turers of equipment” during times of price instability 
such as the nation has seen in the past five years. 

“Nothing in the country has stayed the same” since 
1998, noted Hevener.

Commissioners discussed the need to set up the legally 
required readings of the proposed ordinance as well. 
They agreed that April Mallow, prosecuting attorney, 
should draft the measure. 

Gillespie then shared that the Office of Emergency 
Management received $22,000 that originally came 
from FEMA to help defray certain costs. “It’s based 
on population, which is why it’s not higher than it is,” 
said Gillespie.

After that update, Karen Pitsenbarger, Pendleton 
County administrator, was asked about progress on 
the courthouse annex. She replied that contractors 
were waiting on the arrival of bar joists to move to the 
next major phase, but had gotten more minor work 
completed.

Mike Alt, training officer for Pendleton County Emer-
gency Rescue, was queried by commissioners about the 
still unknown whereabouts of lawfully establishing 
funding to enhance EMS salaries and stipends. He re-
sponded by saying that would not be known until the 
agency in authority received their budget. New budgets 
open July 1 on the first day of the new fiscal year.

Gillespie then provided information about an opportu-
nity related to a study conducted for the National Radio 
Quiet Zone that he said “will help us in several ways.”

Gillespie later stated, “We thank the National Science 
Foundation and the National Security Agency for fund-
ing the study which is nearing its conclusion.  We are 
in the testing phase of the study.  This phase involves 
over-the-air tests of proposed VHF band equipment.  
The federal agencies provided us with the Starlink 
units to test and we appreciate it.  We see these as a 
great augmentation tool, not a solution on their own.  
However, they are a great tool to add to the toolbox and 
they do expand our communications abilities.”

County Commission



Inaugural South Branch 4-H Camp Held

Pendleton and Grant county’s 4-H’ers concluded the 
inaugural South Branch 4H Camp June 13 at Thorn 
Spring Park with council circle.

For the first time in nearly 20 years, Pendleton 
County hosted two weeks of 4-H camp — one serv-
ing the county’s 4-H members in third through sixth 
grade, and one hosting 4-H members from Pendleton 
and Grant counties in seventh grade and above. Forty 
4-H’ers and volunteers were enrolled for this year’s 
South Branch 4H Camp.  The week’s theme was “Take 
Me Home, Country Roads.” 

Camp classes and instructors included air pistol 
(Wes Puffenbarger), archery (Brooke Alt), chair bottom 
weaving (Vicki Skavenski), Dollar Tree crafts (Sue Alt), 
fly fishing (Becca Meyers), outdoor cooking (Brooke Alt 
and Alex Mathias), shotgun (Rick Pownell), tie dying 
(Amanda Simmons), scrapbooking (Christina Sim-
mons) and Tik Tok cooking (Alex Mathias). 

On Monday, the campers had a visit from Jennifer 
Williams, West Virginia University extension associ-
ate dean. She talked about her experiences in Africa, 
their 4-H program called 4K, and the agriculture she 
was able to experience while she was there. On Tues-
day, the camp traveled to Keyser to WVU Potomac 
State College where the campers were able to tour the 
campus, and get a taste of college life. On Wednesday, 
campers cooled off at the town pool. Thursday brought 
the campers a visit from Future Generations Univer-
sity, who talked about the syrup making process and 
let the campers taste different types of syrups that can 
be made from trees in West Virginia. That afternoon, 
visitors from the community, Anna Lee Alt and Faye 

Kile, led the camp in the homemade ice cream making 
process. Friday was a field day and clean up day before 
the campers headed home. The last meal of camp was 
pizza from Brandywine Fox’s, which was sponsored by 
the Pendleton County Family Support Center.

During the closing council circle on Friday evening 
the following awards were given:

Lucky penny certificates to 14 first-year campers 
— Ava Hess, Sloan Morrissey, Kaylee Wolford, and 
McKenna Earle;

Lucky nickels certificates to second-year campers — 
Brian Cheeseman and Reagan Welch;

Third-year felts — Kady Evans, Daniel Moxon, and 
Liam Ours;

Fifth-year felts — Jax Bennett, Mason Harper, Katie 
Heavner, and Phoebe Pownell;

Seventh-year felts — Emily Adams and Frankie 
Weese; and

Miss and Mr. Congeniality — Callie Judy and Lukas 
Alt.

Class awards were presented to the following camp-
ers: air pistol 1 – Brian Cheesman; archery 1 - Sloan 
Morrissey; chair bottom weaving – Vaylee Harper; 
Dollar Tree crafts – McKenna Earle; fly fishing 1 – 
Lukas Alt; fly fishing 2 – Liam Ours; outdoor cooking 1 
-  Mason Harper; outdoor cooking 2 – Kaylee Wolford; 
shotgun – Daniel Moxon; tie dying 1 – Ava Hess; tie 
dying 2 – Kady Evans; scrapbooking – Reagyn Atkins, 
Katie Heavner, Hannah Heavner and Abby Judy; and 
Tik Tok cooking – Ally Haggerty.

Maverick Wratchford was chosen to represent the 
Head H, Cole Harper the Heart H, Zander Adams the 

Hands H and Reagan Welch the Health H. Frankie 
Weese was selected as spirit of camp. 

Charting pins were awarded to Alex Adams, Zander 
Adams, Cole Harper, and Khloe Haslacker for their 
completion of the 4-H charting program.

The newest additions to the 4-H All Star family in 
Pendleton County were introduced during final council 
circle. Lydia Heavner, McKenna Hedrick, and Addie 
Rexrode were present to receive their induction certifi-
cates. They, along with Hannah Bennett, fellow 4-H’er, 
may attend a state camping event this summer, or 4-H 
Volunteer weekend this fall to be “officially” inducted 
into the 4-H All Stars.

Tribal chiefs, Callie Judy, Khloe Haslacker, Caleb 
Armentrout, Frankie Weese, Ty Armentrout, Emily 
Adams, Jacey Thompson and Ally Haggerty, all rep-
resented their tribes as joint chiefs. The Pendleton 
County representatives received a half scholarship to 
the 2026 county camp from the Judy Memorial Schol-
arship Fund.

The Andy Guy Memorial Scholarship, a scholarship 
to 2026 county 4-H camp, was awarded to Reagyn 
Atkins.  

A scholarship in memory of Ralph Dunkle by the 
Dunkle Family, which was a $25 return scholarship 
to the 2026 county camp, was given to Vaylee Haper.

Scholarships were awarded to campers to attend a 
state camp of their choice next summer. The following 
campers received scholarships: Alex Adams (Clover 
Scholarship); Callie Judy (Leadership Scholarship); 
Jacey Thompson (Opportunity Scholarship); and 
Jayden Souza and Emily Adams (4-H Shooting Sports 
full scholarships).

Tribal honors were awarded to the Cherokee tribe.
Tribes for the week consisted of the following:
Cherokee — Callie Judy and Khloe Haslacker 

(chiefs), Callie Judy and Regan Welch (sagamores), 
Kady Evans, Reagyn Atkins, Hannah Heavner, and 
Alex Adams;

Delaware — Caleb Armentrout and Frankie Weese 
(chiefs), Jayden Souza and Maverick Wratchford (saga-
mores), Aiden Shirk, Katie Heavner, Daniel Moxon, 
Jax Bennett, Phoebe Pownell, and Liam Ours;

Mingo — Ty Armentrout and Emily Adams (chiefs), 
Gary Smith and McKenna Earle (sagamores), Zander 
Adams, Lukas Alt, and Brian Cheeseman;

Seneca — Jacey Thompson and Ally Haggerty 
(chiefs), Cole Harper and Sloan Morrisey (sagamores). 
Mason Harper, Vaylee Harper, Ava Hess and Kaylee 
Wolford; and

Big Foot — Brooke Alt (camp director/WVU 4H Youth 
Development extension agent), Janet Hartman (WVU 
Extension Office administrative assistant), Dalton 
Dearth (extension camping instructor), Rick Pownell, 
Amanda Simmons, Kaitlin Earle, and Gary Hess. 

July 10, 2025 - The Pendleton Times - Page 3

Four-H members attending the first South Branch 4-H camp were, from left, first row, Caleb Armentrout, Jayden Souza, Gary Smith, 
Ty Armentrout, Emily Adams, McKenna Earle, Regan Welch, Khloe Haslacker, Callie Judy, Abby Judy, Sloan Morrisey, Ally Haggerty, 
Jacey Thompson, Cole Harper and Mason Harper; second row, Maverick Wratchford, Frankie Weese, Katie Heavner, Phoebe Pownell, 
Liam Ours, Zander Adams, Brian Cheeseman, Reagyn Atkins, Hannah Heavner, Ava Hess, Vaylee Harper and Kaylee Wolford; and 
third row, Aiden Shirk, Jax Bennett, Daniel Moxon, Lukas Alt, Alex Adams and Kady Evans.
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10 Years Ago
Week of July 9, 2015

DOC or KVC?

Community 
Remains in Limbo

With the official closing 
of the Sugar Grove Navy 
base just two months away, 
Pendleton County residents 
and base employees remain 
in the dark about the 
future of the facility. Del. 
Isaac Sponaugle confirms 
that  General  Services 
Administration has awarded 
ownership of the base to 
the state of West Virginia, 
however, as of Tuesday, 
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin 
has yet to accept the offering.

 Disestablishment of the 
base is slated for September 
30. In addition to the nearly 
200 naval occupants that 
must be relocated, the base 
serves as an employer for 
nearly 300 civilians most 
of which are residents of 
Pendleton County.

T w o  e n t i t i e s  h a v e 
expressed interest in the 
facility, the state Department 
of Corrections and KVC 
Health Systems.

In a county still feeling 
the effects of the January 
2000 closing of the Hanover 
Shoe Factory at Franklin, 
what seems to be the big 
question on the minds of 
county residents is, which 
one is going to bring the most 
jobs to the area?

Jim Rubenstein, DOC 
commissioner, has estimated 
that a correctional facility 
would  prov ide  around 
230 full time positions. 
Off ic ials  at  KVC have 
q u o t e d  e m p l o y m e n t 
numbers ranging from 40 
to 100 depending on student 
enrollment. Meanwhile, the 
current workforce waits to 
hear who the new occupant 
will be. Some employees 
have already sought jobs 
outside of the county, while 
others remain hopeful that 
they will have a future at 
the base.

20 Years Ago
Week of July 14, 2005

SUGAR GROVE

Language Is Unique

O l d  m e m o r i e s ,  o l d 
remedies and old phrases 
have a way of hanging on. 
Most everyone will have to 
agree that Appalachia has a 
language that is unique.

“Blabbermouth” is a word 
used to describe a person 
who was “windy” or over-
talkative.

Accurate  or  not ,  the 
metaphor “hen peck” has 
been firmly established in 
one’s speech. Aggressive 
wives were compared with 
fowls and said to “hen 
peck” their mates. Actually, 
henpecking of this type is 
limited to humans. Females 
of the barnyard peck one 
another with fervor, but 
let the lord of the barnyard 
alone. It is used to describe a 
female’s verbal attacks upon 
a male — despite the fact 
that few, if any, roosters ever 
undergo henpecking.

The description of the 
downward journey of a once 
splendid roast has been 
referred to as “go to pot.” In 
the 15th century, the English 
squires ate much more meat 

than do most modern people.
Beef was favored, but 

mutton and pork also were 
consumed in large quantities. 
After the best pieces were 
cut off a roasted joint, the 
remnants were likely to 
be used in making stew. 
This meant that it went into 
the pot along with onions, 
vegetables and potatoes. 
No  person  i s  immune 
from danger of taking a 
downward course named 
from household customs 
of long ago. Therefore, a 
business or person can “go 
to pot” very rapidly.

“Two-way street” arrived 
when the  automobi les 
created a demand for new 
and better roads. In land-rich 
America, wide streets are 
commonplace. Since traffic 
simultaneously moves in 
both directions, one speaks of 
any situation or relationship 
that can be approached from 
opposite directions as a “two-
way street.”

A person fooling around on 
a mate or other underhanded 
business is engaged in 
“hanky-panky.” Strange as 
it seems, the expression is 
a logical one whose roots 
are easily traced. About 
150 years ago, many a 
British magician swung a 
handkerchief with one hand 
to keep viewers from noticing 
what he was doing with the 
other. This practice was so 
common that the use of a 
hanky came to be associated 
with undercover activities. 
So, “hanky panky” came into 
being as the right label for 
undercover things.  

40 Years Ago
Week of July 11, 1985

Spire Rises 
On New Church

Construction of the new 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church on Halls 
Hill west of Franklin moved 
nearer to completion last 
Friday when workmen 
installed the 26-foot spire 
and cross atop the 3200 
square foot structure. The 
spire is made of aluminum 
with a fiberglass covering, 
and the four-foot cross at 
the top is of solid bronze. 
Construction of the church is 
expected to be completed by 
the first of September.

70 Years Ago
Week of July 7, 1955

HOMEMAKER NEWS

By HARRIET WRIGHT
Home Demonstration 

Agent

Better, faster and easier 
ways to clean—that’s what 
families are interested in, 
especially now that summer 
cleaning is here. Though 
the housewife may be most 
concerned, cleaning in many 
households is a cooperative 
affair in which older children 
lend a hand and the men 
folks often help, particularly 
with heavy work. 

It takes more than four 
times as much energy to 
walk up stairs than it does 
to walk on the level at a 
good clip.

That’s reason enough why 
homemakers today prefer to 
have all of their work areas 
on one floor of the house.

There are a lot of other 
reasons too why families 

that plan to build or remodel 
should locate work areas so 
washing and ironing can be 
close to the kitchen, and on 
the same floor.

On laundry day,  few 
homemakers can devote full 
time to the weekly wash. It 
is no fun to run up and down 
stairs to tend to all jobs that 
need to be done.

EDITORIALS

Another Selling Point – – –
We notice that Pendleton 

County is one of the counties 
that are far enough removed 
from centers of population 
and industrial areas as to 
make it improbable that 
an enemy would waste an 
atomic bomb on us.

At first glance we may 
be inclined resent this 
relegation into insignificance 
and unimportance, but a 
sober second thought might 
restore our pride. Perhaps 
it could be a selling point 
for us.

If this is such a remote 
area why wouldn’t it be a 
good place for the federal 
government to use for storing 
some of its important records. 
For example, Uncle Sam 
could store all the income 
tax files in the depths of Hell 
Hole Cave and then securely 
seal the entrance for all time 
with an ample charge of 
dynamite.

80 Years Ago
Week of July 6, 1945

WEEKLY NEWS 
ANALYSIS  

SUGAR:
Dicker With Cuba
Rejecting the U. S. offer 

for virtually all of the 1946 
sugar crop at 3.45 cents a 
pound, Cuban millers and 
planters countered with 
demands for 4-1/2 cents plus 
guarantees for continued 
American support of their 
market.

U n d e r  t h e  C u b a n 
proposals, the U. S. would 
have to assure purchase of 
85 per cent of the country’s 
sugar output through 1950 
at a price equal to that paid 
Puerto Ricans producers; 
guarantee annual imports 
of not less than 3,000,000 
tons of Cuban sugar, and 
supply chemical fertilizers, 
agricultural implements, 
mill machinery and spare 
parts for the expansion of the 
Cuban sugar industry.

In addition, the Cuban 
interests seek assurance 
that the cost of American 
rice, lard, jam, bacon, pork, 
cornmeal, wheat flour, shoes, 
lumber and machinery will 
not be increased to upset 
the balance between prices 
received during the paid 
in trade between the two 
countries.

SALARIES:
List Tops
Business men and movie 

stars were among the highest 
salaried Americans in 1943-
44 with President Charles 
E. Wilson of General Motors 
topping the latest treasury 
list with $450,041.

Right behind, Thomas J. 
Watson of the International 
B u s i n e s s  M a c h i n e s 
corporation drew $425,549, 
while Film Actor Fred 
MacMurray made $419,157.

No less than five other 
General Motors officials drew 

over $300,000 during 1943-
44. Film Actress Barbara 
Stanwyck made $323,333, 
while Crooner Bing Crosby 
earned $294,444, exclusive 
of radio fees.

 
AUSTRALIAN BOOM
A network of strategic 

highways born of military 
necessity promises to speed 
the development of Australia 
i n  p e a c e ,  s a y s  E t h y l 
News. These roads, some 
comparable to the Alcan 
and Pan-American highways 
of North America, now tie 
together the north, south, 
east and west of Australia, 
and open up more than 
1,500,000 miles of almost 
virgin land.

The First World War gave 
Australian industry its first 
big push, and World War 
II has carried it immensely 
further, it is pointed out.

MacARTHUR ONCE 
FIRED EISENHOWER
Sometimes it is from quirks 

of fate or personal jealousies 
that heroes are born.

Old  army f r iends  o f 
General Eisenhower couldn’t 
help but remember this as 
they gathered to pay him 
tribute.

For, if it had not been 
for a personal row with 
General MacArthur in the 
Philippines, Eisenhower 
probably would be in a Jap 
prison camp today instead 
of receiving the plaudits of 
millions.

When MacArthur retired 
as chief of staff and began 
the reorganization of the 
new Philippine army, he 
took with him to Manila 
one of the bright, up-and-
coming men of the army, 
Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
But, after some time in the 
Philippines, things didn’t go 
well, and MacArthur fired 
him. Eisenhower went back 
to the U.S.A. to climb to fame 
and the top command of the 
American army.

If he had remained with 
MacArthur, he probably 
would now be with Gen. 
“Skinny” Wainwright and 
the 16 other American 
generals taken prisoner by 
the Japs.

LOCALS
The name of the Post Office 

at Crabbottom, Virginia, on 
Star Route 16242, Franklin 
to Monterey, will be changed 
to “Blue Grass” effective 
August 1, 1945.

The 4th of July celebration, 
sponsored by the Lion’s 
Club,  brought  a  large 
crowd to town to enjoy the 
various amusements and 
entertainment provided. 

MOUTH OF SENECA

“Hot Weather”

Hot My Gosh! We have just 
passed through a week of 
the hottest, most scorching, 
burning heat we think we ever 
experienced in this valley. It 
pushed the thermometer 
up to and around 95 and 
98 in the shade and left it 
there for hours at a stretch. 
The extreme heat did much 
damage to potatoes, gardens 
and injured the wheat crop. 
We had a shower Monday 
evening which gave much 
relief.

When you drive up and 
down North Fork and see so 
many tents of fishermen, it 

makes you feel that “Uncle 
Sam’s army has moved in 
for we certainly had a crowd 
of them over the week-end.”

The Board of Directors of 
the North Fork Telephone 
Association met here last 
week and decided to buy 
a new modern and up to 
the minute electric switch 
board which we are badly 
needing. We have always 
had the reputation of having 
a fine telephone system and 
this is keeping step with 
progress on the march and 
we congratulate the Board.

—Yours Katinka 

105 Years Ago
Week of July 9, 1920

LAWN PARTY

 There will be a Lawn 
Party near Johnstown, at 
Pleas Pitsenbarger’s place 
on July 10, 1920.

Ice cream, lemonade, 
cake, pie, chicken, bananas, 
oranges ,  peanuts ,  and 
everything good to eat.

Pop of  al l  kinds and 
Huckly-buck.

Proceeds for benefit of 
school library. Everybody 
come and have a good time.

                                                                                                             
S. B. Thompson, Mgr.

ADDITION TO 
CEDAR HILL 
CEMETERY

Mrs. Rebecca J. McClure 
has given to the town an 
addition to the cemetery, 
which nearly doubles its 
area.

The new addition adjoins 
the cemetery on the south 
extending to the public road 
at the front entrance, and 
extending down over each 
side of the hill so as to carry 
the width of the cemetery its 
entire length.

The most desirable lots 
in the cemetery have been 
pretty well taken up and 
the new addition not only 
provides to the beauty and 
symmetry of the grounds 
and makes of it an ideal 
cemetery.

In the deed of conveyance 
M r s .  M c C l u r e  m a k e s 
provision that the lots shall 
be sold to people living 
outside the town at the same 
price as to the citizens of the 
town.

In addition to this valuable 
gift to the town and county, 
Mrs.  McClure has had 
the road from town to the 
cemetery rebuilt and we 
now have a splendid road, 
the equivalent of a Class A 
road. Dr. Dyer personally 
supervised the construction 
of the road and did not spare 
expense in having it done so 
as to be permanent.

FOR SALE

One Ford touring car in 
good condition. Will sell or 
trade for livestock.

Glenn J. Moomau.

FOR SALE

One Ford Runabout in 
good condition. Bargain to a 
quick buyer. Can be seen at 
my home.

Frank Anderson

AUCTION SATURDAY THE 12th @ 2:30pm
(Proceeds to benefit the Chapter and Relay for Life team)

JULY 11, 12 & 13
Outside & Inside Displays

Rockingham County Fairgrounds
4808 South Valley Pike • Harrisonburg, VA

for info: www.ihcofva.com/summer–show

—TRACTORS
—TRUCKS
—MEMORABILIA
—COLLECTIBLES
—FOOD AVAILABLE

Barrel Train Rides • Kid’s Pedal Pull

Seeking Part-time
Help

Franklin
Applicants must be able

to do the following:
•	Work	part-time	and	have	flexibility	to	work	weekends	and
	 different	hours
•	 Great	communication	and	customer	service
•	 A	positive	attitude	and	a	willingness	to	learn
•	 Some	knowledge	about	tools	and	hardware	(it’s	a	plus,	but
	 not	a	deal	breaker)
•	 Lift	up	to	90	pounds
•	 Loading	and	unloading	freight
•	 Drive	truck	and	trailer	to	deliver	equipment	rentals
•	Must	have	valid	driver’s	license
•	 Snow	plowing	during	winter,	if	needed
•	 Perform	other	duties	as	they	arise	or	as	needed.

Applications can be picked up at Potomac Hardware

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

With the new month start-
ing, it is the half way of the 
year. During the month of 
June, a lot of strange weather 
happened.  There were a few 
days of 90 degree tempera-
tures, plus large amounts of 
rainfall. The writer and also 
a recorder for the weather 
has never in his time recorded 
more than 11 inches of rain in 
a month.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moyers, 
Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Sandra 
Vandevander, Larry Moyers, 
Sandy Washburn, Mary Alice 
Simmons, Anna Lee Mitchell 
and Carol Propst; prayer 
list — Richard Campbell, 
Joshua Shirk, Ava George, 
Roberta Bennett, Kenny Wil-
liams, Dennis Mitchell, Deb-
bie Horst, Neal Eye, Donald 
Burns, Ruth Bauer, Rick 
Waggy, Anna Mauzy, Glo-
ria Moats, Ruthalene Judy, 
Frankie Judy, David Berg, 
Tim and Dee McCormick, Jim 
Judy, Jessie Simmons, Minny 
Rhoads, Phil Downs, Larry 
Rexrode, Bill Snyder, Troy 
Bennett, Jim Fawley, Tom 
and Judy Borror, Bob and 
Brenda Sites, Judith Ours, 
Nancy and Tony George, 
David M. Hartman, George 
Hevener, Tonya Simon, Dan-
ny Nelson, David M. Par-
kinson, Cleo Simmons, Tom 
Butterworth, Sherry Hedrick, 
Bobby Parsons, Robert Ben-
nett, Mary Alice Evick, Rick 
Phares, Virgil “Bub” Yokum, 
Hannah Hedrick, Barbara 
Judy Harman, Joyce Calhoun, 
John Moyers, Norma Auville, 
Shana Johnson, Chuck Hiett, 
Betty Smith, Gretta Pope, 
Chase Shepke, Woody and 
Libby Hoover, Dora Rawlings, 
Sherry Chambers, Ginger 
Kimble and Philip Downs.

Prayer thought: “In the 
quiet place of prayer, God 
comforts, instructs sand lis-
tens to us. There we learn to 
love and worship Him.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for June 30 
through July 6, followed by 
the same for last year, were 
as follows: June 30 - 85°, 68°, 
.28” (89°, 71°, .15”), July 1 - 
83°, 67°, .98” (77°, 51°), July 2 
- 81°, 66°, .08” (81°, 47°), July 
3 - 82°, 59° (90°, 60°), July 4 - 
85°, 59° (83°, 69°, 1.84”), July 
5 - 86°, 60° (93°, 68°, .01”) and 
July 6 - 88°, 59° (88°, 67°).

Total rainfall for June was 
11.37”, compared to 1” in June 
of 2024.

Year-to-date rainfall is 
28.09”, compared to 17.72 for 
the same time period in 2024. 
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Doug Richmond, PS
Land Surveyor

40 years of experience
in large and small projects

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S

Head Waters, VA 24442
Home 540-396-4862 • Cell 540-373-4045

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, July 12• 10 a.m.

Terms: Cash or good check with photo ID
on day of sale.

We reserve the right to reject any and all bids.
Not responsible for accidents.     Food will be available.

Announcements on day of sale take precedence
over any printed material.

          Auctioneers                                             Owner: 
Dexter Armentrout, 1420                                   Mark Robinson
         304-567-2201           
Josh Nesselrodt, 2279

Personal Property: Box trap, lawn chairs, 2 push mow-
ers, garden tools, smoker, electric tiller, power washer, 
garden wagon, upright freezer, meat grinder on bench, 
Yard Machine back tine tiller, Caldwell Lead sled (pis-
tol rest), reloading equipment, digital scale, dies, books, 
tumbler, bullet and molds, fishing rods and reels, pedes-
tal grinder, climber tree stand, Delta drill press (table 
top), ¾ socket and ratchet set, misc. sockets, picks, shov-
els, rakes, tater fork, splitting mauls, jack stands, router 
table and router, sand blaster cabinet, 6 hp 60-gallon 
stand up compressor, motorcycle lift, gas power chipper 
(like new),  3-ton floor jack, 2 chainsaws, leaf blower, 
Coleman Maxa 5000 generator, portable air tank, Jer-
ry cans, gas cans, shop vacuum, aluminum 4-wheeler 
ramps, car ramps, and blue jars and zinc lids, #13 blue 
jar, lots of crafts and crafts supplies, scented candles, 
outdoor storage unit (vinyl), end stand and lamps, cookie 
jars, wooden roll top desk, several flat screen TVs, din-
ing room set (cherry), table with 6 chairs, China cabi-
net, side table, buffet, bunk beds, Christmas trees and 
decorations, mini fridge, bedroom set with 2 tall chest 
of drawers, dresser with mirror, bed and 2 night stands, 
book shelves, stands and shelving. Many items like new.

Unique Items: 1959 Keyser Willy Jeep original 4-cylin-
der Hurricane engine, wooden bench from Brandywine 
church, one piece with 2 desks out of Brandywine post 
office and LOTs of Gone with the Wind collection. 

(entrance across from Brandywine Lake)

Armentrout Auctions

15 Weaver Lane, Brandywine

Nature Abounds with Fireflies, Flowers and Berries
Sugar Grove
By Paula Mitchell

Summer has exploded in the hills, with searing 
heat and high humidity. The widespread daylilies 
and daisies are giving way to Queen Anne’s Lace, 
blue chicory, and the showy orange butterfly weed. 
The leaves on the trees are hanging full.   

Late evenings are bringing out the lightning bugs. 
These little insects with their taillights burning 
brightly, rise up from the grass and are chased by 
the eager children. Enthusiastic curious minds will 
search for information to see what lightning bugs eat.

The larvae seem to be very voracious. They live on 
the ground, under the bark, and in moist, swampy 
places. They eat earthworms, slugs, and snails. Adult 
lightning bugs can live for several months and dine 
on plant nectar, pollen, and parts of flowers.  

Wild black raspberries are ripe and ready for pick-
ing. Black raspberry jam and cobblers are a great 
way to end the evening meal. Elderberries are in full 
bloom. Elderberries make a very tasty pie.  

There is much folklore surrounding the Dog Days 
which began July 3 and last 40 days. Some folk be-
lieve that if Dog Days set in rainy, that it will rain 
for the 40-day period. At the same time, if they set in 
dry, it would remain so for the duration of the 40-day 
period. Time will tell. This period of time generally 
brings on the worst heat of the summer. Folklore 
contends that dogs go mad and run over the county, 
foaming at the mouth, and snakes go blind during 
this time — purely folklore.

Dog Days also bring on mildew and mold which 
seems to grow on everything. Water will grow stag-
nant in puddles and creeks, and damp wet clothes 
to be hung on the outside lines can sour overnight. 
Disease and discomfort can plague the general popu-
lation during this time.  

Life’s little lessons include the following:
1. Money can’t buy manners, morals, and respect.
2. Offer to wash the dishes for the host.
3. Write a thank you note when receiving a gift.
4. Buy whatever kids are selling in their front yard.
5. Plant a tree and flowers.
Nature has its way of taking charge and changing 

courses. The heavy rains have flushed out the leaves 
in the ditches making the flow of water easier to get 
to its “yonder” location. The orange daylilies along 
the roadsides have been waving their bonnets to the 
motorist. Quite a beautiful sight for the beholder.

Quotes for the week are as follows:
“Nobody goes there anymore. It’s too crowded.” — 

Yogi Berra
“Three things can ruin a man: power, money, and 

women.” — Eleanor Roosevelt
“I avoid looking back. I prefer good memories to 

regrets.” — G. Kelly
“Ask not what your country can do for you, but what 

you can do for your country.” — John F. Kennedy
“Kindness is one of the greatest gifts you can 

bestow upon another. If someone is in need, lend 
them a helping hand. Do not wait for a thank you.” 

— Katherine Hepburn
Sitting by the river is a cool place to hear the “Talk 

of The Grove.”
Wesley, Becky, Ben, Emma, and Nathan spent a 

few days in Charleston. They cat fished at Whisper-
ing Pines and visited the state capital and museum.

Judy Costello of Verona, Virginia, along with 
friend, Sonny, spent the weekend with Evelyn Var-
ner.

Helen and Rhonda Nash spent the Fourth of July 
afternoon at a family cookout at the home of Helen’s 
niece, Julie Jessee, and her husband, Greg, in Mon-
terey, Virginia.

Karla and Jim Moats had a wonderful long week-
end celebrating with guests from out of town — Troy 
and Montana Hise, Tuesday, Brian and Cedar Sim-
mons from North Carolina, Sam, Shyla and Isabelle 
Cogar from Maryland and David and Kasey Cramer 
from Virginia Beach, Virginia. There were lots of 
fun, games and love.

Motoring to Washington, D.C, to watch the Nation-
als versus Tigers game were Morris and Sherry Ho-
man and Brandon, Cara, Macie, Carson, and Carly 
Mitchell. It was there that they all watched Charles 
and Sue Rexrode’s grandson, Brenan Hanifee, pitch 

for the Tigers. The following day, they all motored 
to Harpers Ferry National Historical Park to take in 
all the educational opportunities that were offered.  

Former residents, John and Rita Todd, are proud 
great-grandparents to Raelynn Nicole Southerly. 
The young lady entered this world at 2:45 a.m. 
July 6 weighing in at 7 pounds and 12 ounces, and 
measuring 19 inches long. Congratulations to the 
Southerlys.

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:
•Every night at 8:30 in Providence, Rhode Island, 

buildings, boats, and police vehicles flash their light 
to send a message to kids in local children’s hospitals.

•In size. Lake Michigan ranks third among the 
Great Lakes, and sixth among all freshwater lakes 
in the world.

•There are 10, 685 beaches in Australia. 
•The Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799, was the 

key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs.  
•Cats have 32 muscles in each ear.
Concerns are for the following: Mike Adams, the 

Bob Adamson family, Charles Anderson, John Ash-
ley, Roger Ashley, Mercedes Aumann, Dave Basagic, 
Allen Beachler, Liz and Mick Bodkin, “Bo” Boggs, 
Larry Byers, Joyce Calhoun, Marie Cole, Stanley 
Dahmer, Kim Davis, Phil Downs, Jennifer Errett, 
Isaac Eye, Marie Eye, Mary Eye, Carl Gant, David 
Gillispie, Patsy Green, JC Hammer, Sharon Harr, 
Steve and Armanda Heavner, Hannah Hedrick, 
Jack and Starr Hedrick, Chuck and Tracy Hiett, Jim 
Hiner, Evan Hise, Tim Hively, Henry Hodges, Edsel 
and Mary Ann Hogan, Julia Homan, Keith Hoover, 
Delbert Olin Hoover, Debbie Horst, Bob and Cynthia 
Hurry, Linda Jones, Richard Judy, Marsha Keller, 
Tara Kelley, Ruth Kile, Tom and Kim Kline, Tracie 
Knight, Laura Kropp, Melissa Lambert, Robert Lam-
bert, Rex Landis, Donna Mallow, Roger and Skip 
Mallow, Audree Marsh, Anna Mauzy, Ed May, Gene 
and Joan McConnell, Gary McDonald, Neil McLaugh-
lin, Rose Miller, Bruce Minor, Tom Mitchell, Barbara 
Moats, Gloria Moats, Jim Moats, Helen Nash, Aaron 
Nelson, Dwight Nelson, Ruth Nelson, Cheryle Paine, 
Terri Parker, Andy Pond, Wayne Price, Daniel and 
Debbie Propst, Janice Propst, Alda Propst, Janis 
Propst, Marilyn Propst, Mike Propst, Sheldon Propst, 
Virginia Propst, Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, Tom 
Rader, Willard Rader, Brandon Reel, Jason Rexrode, 
Jimmy Rexrode, Linda Fay Rexrode, Bernie Sasscer, 
Annie Simmons, Erin Simmons, Eva Simmons, Greg 
Simmons, Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, Tonya 
Simon, Robbie Sites, Mike Skiles, Bruce Smith, Ed 
and Carolyn Smith, Natalie Stephenson, Tina Stu-
ben, Steve Stump, Linda and Larry Vandevander, 
Sandra Vandevander, Amy Vaus, Estelle and Don 
Wagner, Mary Louise Waldschlager, Amby Way-
bright, Jr., Mike Waybright, Rene White, Sherry 
Wilfong, Judy Williams and Ann and Ed Wimer.  

Charles Oliver Linaburg (Feb. 26, 1930 - May 28, 1972) was the 
son of Myrtle Lynn Mitchell (Jan. 12, 1909 - Jan 23, 1997) and 
John Luther Linaburg (Jan. 26. 1908 - Apr. 3, 1931). In 1947, he 
graduated valedictorian from Franklin High School.  He married 
Mary Mae Hively on March 10, 1953.  From that marriage, there 
were five children, Victoria, Charles Oliver, Jr. (deceased), Ricky, 
Sandra, and John (Jay). He was widely known as an educator, 
with a humble Christian disposition. 

School Clothing Allowance 
Applications Are Being Accepted

The West Virginia Department of Human Services, 
Bureau for Family Assistance began accepting school 
clothing allowance applications on July 7 for eligible 
children enrolled in West Virginia schools. All fami-
lies must apply to be considered for eligibility. Each 
eligible child will receive a $200 benefit that may be 
used toward the purchase of appropriate school cloth-
ing or piece goods for families who sew clothing for 
their children.

Families of children who are enrolled in West Vir-
ginia schools may be eligible for school clothing allow-
ance benefits depending upon household income. The 
monthly income for a family of four may not exceed 
$3,380. Verification of income for July must be sub-
mitted with the application.

Income limits for the School Clothing Allowance 
Program for 2025 are as follows (number of persons in 
household and income limit): one $1,632; two $2,215; 
three $2,798; four $3,380; five $3,963; six $4,456; seven 
$5,129; eight $5,712; nine $6,295; 10 $6.878; and $583 
for each additional person.

Families may apply online at www.wvPATH.wv.gov 
or request a paper application be mailed to them by 
contacting their local DoHS office or by calling 1-877-
716-1212.  Applications must be received by July 31.

School clothing allowance program recipients will 
receive an electronic benefit transfer card in place of 
the traditional paper voucher. This system change 
allows for both online transactions and an increased 
choice of vendors when purchasing school clothing or 
piece goods. The EBT card will operate like a debit 
card and can be used at any retailer who accepts EBT 
cash transactions.  Parents or guardians of children in 
foster care will receive the school clothing allowance 
benefit as a check.

To update an address, visit www.wvPATH.wv.gov 
or call the DoHS Customer Service Center at 1-877-
716-1212.
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                              Apply Now!
         www.highland.k12.va.us

    tulmer@highland.k12.va.us
                         (540) 468-6300

  Equal Opportunity Employer

•	 3RD	GRADE	TEACHER
•	 4TH	GRADE	TEACHER
	 HARD	TRADES	TEACHER
•	 (WELDING/CARPENTRY/
	 CONSTRUCTION/MECHANICS)
•	 MUSIC	TEACHER
•	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	ENGLISH
	 TEACHER
•		SCHOOL	BUS	DRIVER

Younger 4-H Members Attend Camp

Pendleton County younger 4-H’ers concluded their week 
of camp at Thorn Spring Park with council circle on June 5.

For the first time in nearly 20 years, Pendleton County 
hosted two weeks of 4-H camp — one serving the county’s 
4-H members in third through sixth grade, and one host-
ing 4-H members from Pendleton and Grant counties in 
seventh grade and above.  Forty 4-H’ers and volunteers 
were enrolled for this year’s younger camp.  The week’s 
theme was “Take Me Home, Country Roads.” 

Camp classes and instructors included animal inves-
tigation (Jeremy Hedrick), archery (Brooke Alt), basket 
making (Vickie Skavenski), Dollar Tree crafts (Sue Alt), 
first-year camper (Emma Cremman and Moses Talley), 
fly fishing (Experience Learning instructor Becca Meyers), 
LEGO engineering (Heather Waggy), outdoor cooking 
(Mary Hess), and STEM (Olivia Bolliger). 

Monday’s camp specials were activities surrounding 
one’s natural environment, including a forestry survey 
with Martha Williams, a STEM activity with Bolliger, a 
STEM Ambassador, e and a visit with Officer Matthew 
Stover and his K9 Luna from the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. On Tuesday, campers traveled 
to the Sweetwater Trail Farm Center, where they got to 
test their survival skills, survey the creek for critters, and 
participate in team building activities. On Wednesday, the 
camp had a visit from Kasey Shifflet with the WVDNR, 
who showed them many different West Virginia wildlife 
species, and campers got to cool off in the town pool that 
afternoon. The week’s festivities wrapped up on Thursday 
with a visit from Future Generations University, field day 
games and a total camp clean up. The last meal of camp 
was pizza from Brandywine Fox’s, which was sponsored 
by the Pendleton County Family Support Center.

During the closing council circle on Thursday evening 
the following awards were given:

 Lucky penny certificates to 14 first-year campers — 
Harper Dempsey, Leland Dove, Madalyn Griffin, Piper 
Hubbard, Levi Miller, Everett Boner, Braxton Beachler, 
Paige Warner, Dallis Hull, Bethany Teagarden, Abby 
Cayton, and Ariel Martin;

Lucky nickels certificates, given to second year camp-
ers — Addie Miller, Dakota Vandevander, Harper Marsh, 
Sydney Demers, Jacob Dove, and Stella Halterman; and

Miss and Mr. Congeniality — Bethany Teagarden, 
Maycee Woods, and Ross Pownell.

Class awards were presented to the following campers 
— animal investigation 1 - Breymann Keesecker; animal  
investigation 2 - Maddie Kirk; archery 1 - Addie Miller; 
archery 2 – Piper Hubbard; archery 3- Madalyn Griffin; 
basket making 1 – Bella Hoover; basket making 2 – Syd-
ney Demers; Dollar Tree crafts 1- Chevelle Noble; Dollar 
Tree crafts 2 - Bethany Teagarden; first-year camper – 
Braxton Beachler; fly fishing 1 - Leland Dove; fly fishing 
2 – Jacob Dove; Lego 1 – Kenden Champ; Lego 2 – Stella 
Halterman; Lego 3 – Dakota Vandevander; outdoor cook-
ing 1 – Cody Miller; outdoor cooking 2 – Dallis Hull; out-
door cooking 3- Sean Waggy; and STEM – Lexi Hedrick.

Chevelle Nobel was chosen to represent the Head H, 
Sydney Demers the Heart H, Maddie Kirk the Hands H 
and Addie Miller the Health H. Ross Pownell was selected 
as spirit of camp and received a $25 scholarship to a 2026 
state camp by the Freida Dunkle scholarship. 

Bethany Teagarden was awarded the Outstanding 
First-Year Camper Girl Scholarship, while Levi Miller 
was awarded the Outstanding First-Year Camper Boy 
Scholarship. 

Tribal chiefs, Jacob Dove, Maycee Woods, Marion Wil-
liams, and Ross Pownell, received a half scholarship to 
the 2026 county camp from the Judy Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund.

The Andy Guy Memorial Scholarship, a scholarship 
to 2026 county 4-H camp, was awarded to Breymann 
Keesecker.  

Jacob Dove received the Outstanding Second-Year 
Camper award, a full scholarship to the 2026 county camp 
funded by the McCoy Family in memory of Bill and in 
honor of Harriet. 

Sean Waggy received the 4-H’s award, which provides a 
full scholarship to a third-year camper to the 2026 county 
camp.  

A scholarship was given in memory of Ralph Dunkle by 
the Dunkle Family, which was a $25 return scholarship to 
the 2026 county camp. Piper Hubbard received this award.

A new scholarship in the memory of Zelene Harman, 
which is a full scholarship to the 2026 county camp, was 
given to Ross Pownell and Bella Hoover.

Tribal loyalty patches were awarded to Easton Boner 
and Leland Dove (Cherokee), Harper Marsh and Levi 
Miller, (Delaware), Chevelle Noble (Mingo) and Bella 
Hoover and Maddie Kirk (Seneca). 

Tribal honors were awarded to the Delaware tribe.
Tribes for the week consisted of the following:
Cherokee — Ross Pownell (chief), Easton Boner (first 

sagamore), Owen Champ, Kenden Champ, Breymann 
Keesecker, Everett Boner, and Leland Dove;

Delaware — Jacob Dove (chief), Addie Miller (first 
sagamore), Sean Waggy (second sagamore), Sydney De-
mers, Harper Marsh, Harper Dempsey, Dallis Hull, Levi 
Miller, Stella Halterman, Abby Cayton and Maddie Grace 
Nesselrodt;

Mingo — Maycee Woods (chief), Dakota Vandevander 
(first sagamore), Cody Miller, Chevelle Noble, Maddie 
Griffin, Bethany Teagarden, Paige Warner, and Ariel 
Martin;

Seneca — Marion Williams (chief), Bella Hoover (first 
sagamore), Tori Heavner, Maddie Kirk, Lexi Hedrick, 
Claira Kimble, Piper Hubbard, and Braxton Beachler; and

Big Foot — Brooke Alt (camp director/WVU 4H Youth 
Development extension agent), Janet Hartman (WVU 
Extension Office administrative assistant), Jessica Hoover 
(WVU Ag extension agent), Emma Cremman and Moses 
Talley (extension camping instructors), Olivia Bolliger 
(WVU STEM ambassador), and Carrie Ruddle, Bobby 
Keesecker, Mary Hess, and Gary Hess. Junior councilors 
who joined the camp for the week included Katie Heavner, 
Lydia Heavner, Phoebe Pownell, Vivian Pownell, Marley 
Champ and Jax Bennett.

Pendleton County younger 4-H members attending county camp were, from left, front row, Everett Boner, Leland Dove, Levi Miller, 
Sydney Demers, Maddie Grace Nesselrodt, Ross Pownell, Jacob Dove, Maycee Woods, Marion Williams, Bethany Teagarden, Madalyn 
Griffin, Ariel Martin, Piper Hubbard, Maddie Kirk and Tori Heavner; and back row, Owen Champ, Kenden Champ, Breymann Keesecker, 
Sean Waggy, Harper Dempsey, Harper Marsh, Dallis Hull, Stella Halterman, Abby Cayton, Easton Boner, Moses Talley, Addie Miller, 
Emma Cremman, Dakota Vandevander, Bella Hoover, Cody Miller, Paige Warner, Chevelle Noble, Braxton Beachler, Lexi Hedrick and 
Claira Kimble.

The Big Foot tribe consisted of junior councilors, from left, Marley 
Champ, Pheobe Pownell, Jax Bennett, Katie Heavner, Lydia 
Heavner, Vivian Pownell.



Champions in the Classroom, Champions 
In Competition, Champions in Character
PCHS Girls Earn ‘The Health Plan Champions Cup’

By Stephen Smoot

One of the greatest aspects of fol-
lowing Pendleton County athletes lies 
in the fact that almost all bring the 
heart of a champion to athletic com-
petition. Whether they prevail or fall 
short, the toughness, grit, and class of 
local athletes always shines through, 
regardless of what hardware they earn 
along the way.

Those qualities may not always earn 
awards, but this year the girls’ teams 
at Pendleton County High School re-
ceived recognition for one of the highest 
awards that students can collectively 
earn for their schools. 

West Virginia State Scholastic Ac-
tivities Commission announced last 
week the winners of “The Health Plan 
Champions Cup,” recognizing the top 
performing high schools for excellence 
in both academics and athletics. Pen-
dleton County High School earned the 
girls’ title in Class A.

Teams earn points on success in 
state championship events and also 
the previous year’s graduation rate. 
The award recognizes efforts not only 
by student-athletes, but also coaches, 
teachers, administrators, and parents 
as they encourage excellence in all 
aspects of school life. 

Success started with a volleyball 
squad that used power and precision to 
spike fear levels and heart rates among 
opponents. Valedictorian Lizzie Alt 
brought years of travel ball skills to the 
court and used her power game to awe 
the opposition. Her spikes were often 
the result of great sets by teammate 
– and salutatorian – Emma Hartman. 
Hartman also stood out on the Wildcat 
track team.

Madison Day, head volleyball coach, 
stated that “speaking for the girls, they 
across the board take a lot of pride in 
their work both in the classroom and 
in their sports.” She went on to add 
that “to be an elite athlete, one has to 
be an elite student – always willing to 
learn and make adjustments and take 
on coaching and teaching.”

Day, as a teacher at PCMHS, got 
to see both the competitors and the 
scholars, saying, “I get to see the girls 
in both realms.” They “discovered that 
the classroom can be seen as a court or 
field – they have to problem solve, be 
competitive, work with others, com-
municate effectively, and understand 
the importance of effort.”

After a difficult delay caused by law-
suits, the Class A state volleyball tour-

nament commenced at West Virginia 
State University. Pendleton County 
took the first round game, but bowed 
out against top seeded East Hardy.

In December, another squad of girls 
tested themselves against the best. 
Rebecca Miller has helped to teach pre-
cision and energy to the Wildcat cheer 
squad. Their powerful performances 
took them to the state tournament.

“We couldn’t be prouder of our out-
standing ladies who have brought 
home the Champion Cup for the entire 
state of West Virginia,” Miller shared, 
adding that the award “speaks to their 
grit, talent, and relentless determina-
tion.” 

Miller’s squad’s consistency in ad-
vancing to the state tournament and 
performing well there earned her West 
Virginia Coach of the Year in cheer-
leading.

Donnie Kopp, in the final season of 
a championship career, stated that 
“every girl who participated in all 
sports deserves a lot of credit.” Kopp 
relied heavily on senior class president 
Avery Townsend to serve as the straw 
that stirred the drink, but maintained 
that all of “the senior class deserves an 
incredible amount of credit.”

Under Kopp, the girls’ basketball 
squad got to compete under the lights 
of the Charleston Civic Center Coli-
seum for the WVSSAC basketball 
tournament. 

“The academic achievement by these 
young ladies,” Kopp stated “as well as 
their athletic achievements speaks 
volumes of their commitment.” He also 
praised “their parents, teachers, and 
coaches commitment to excellence.”

Kopp relied heavily on his seniors to 
lead. He, as Eric Crites did in softball, 
saw Jenna Smith as an extra coach. 
Julia Mongold brought experience and 
intensity to every play on the basket-
ball court and the softball field. 

The crowning achievement of the 
girls last season came in dominating 
the field in softball, losing only two 
times, both to state runners up in 
higher divisions. Along the way, they 
dominated traditional rivals, defeated 
handily top 10 teams in Classes AAA 
and AAAA, and triumphed in the Bub 
Riggleman Tournament, one of the 
most demanding regular season events 
of its kind in the state.

Senior leadership channeled young 
talent. Baylee Beachler staked her 
claim as perhaps the best player 
overall in West Virginia high school 

softball last season. Alt, Townsend, 
Smith, and Mongold also elevated their 
games from their junior seasons. Isa-
bella Lockard’s speed and experience 
helped her to make key plays in tough 
situations.

Eric Crites, head softball coach, 
shared with West Virginia Metro 
News, “one thing about our team is we 
will battle.” The grit of the team often 
showed in a refusal to be intimidated, 
even by Class AAAA power Spring 
Mills at the Bub Riggleman Tourna-
ment. Crites said that the team had 
“the ability to hang with just about 
anyone and that means a lot.” He also 
earned Coach of the Year honors from 
the Potomac Valley Conference.

The gift that the senior class of girls 
gave back to the program lay in es-
tablishing a family-style locker room 
in each sport. Seniors served as both 
role models and mentors for younger 
players, preparing them to carry on 
the traditions of excellence. Jameigh 
Miller, Susan Vincell, Jessica Parker, 
Chesnee Colaw, and many other un-
derclass girls stepped up and helped 
to make their seasons and the entire 
year special. 

Just as the girls did on the court, 
floor, and field all year long, they 
dominated the final tally. Pendleton 
County earned 486 points, 97.5 more 

than second place Greenbrier West and 
101 more than regional rival Tucker 
County. 

Incoming principal, Derek Lambert, 
praised the efforts, saying, “This year 
has been nothing short of extraordi-
nary for Pendleton County athletics.” 
He shared that “our student-athletes 
have demonstrated unmatched deter-
mination, skill, and Wildcat pride.” 

Lambert singled out the “steady lead-
ership of our athletic director Jackee 
Propst, whose commitment to excel-
lence continues to elevate our entire 
program.”

“A truly wonderful achievement and 
congratulations to all,” said Kopp of all 
involved. Miller added, “This is about 
the pride you’ve brought to our school, 
our families, and the entire commu-
nity. Thank you for showing the rest 
of the state what Pendleton County is 
made of.”

Other winners included the Cameron 
Dragons for Class A boys, Charleston 
Catholic for Class AA girls, Williams-
town for Class AA boys, Herbert Hoo-
ver in Class AAA girls, Ripley in Class 
AAA boys, and Morgantown for Class 
AAAA girls and Wheeling Park in Class 
AAAA boys.
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Friday, July 11
BBQ Chicken

Baked Sweet Potato
Corn, Melon

Monday, July 14
Chili Dog, Tator Tots

Mac N Cheese
Watermelon

Tuesday, July 15
Vegetable Soup 

Turkey & Cheese on Bun 
w/Lettuce & Tomato
Pears, Lemon Bars

Wednesday, July 16
Open Faced Roast Beef

Roasted Potatoes
Spinach Salad, Peaches

Thursday, July 17
Chicken N Dumplings

Peas/Carrots
Salad 

Fruit Cocktail

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 

with 2% milk & bread.               
Reserve your meals.

Reservations served first. 
Menus are subject to change.

C
L
O
S
E
D

304-358-2421

Ntl Fresh Spinach Day

Ntl Mac N Cheese Day

•LAWN CARE

Mulch, junk/trash and building supplies
Call for pricing.

•HAULING SERVICES

Mowing, weed eating,
hedge and small tree trimming.

Both commercial and
residential can benefit

Christ Central Community Church

Vacation
BiBle

School
Wednesday - Friday, July 16 - 18

5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, July 19 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Join us for games, crafts, music and
exploring timeless Bible stories.

Children ages 4 - 12 years old are invited

Upper Tract

Register online at
www.christcentralcommunitychurch.com

Rebecca Miller’s cheer squad’s trip to the state 
tournament was part of the equation that led to 
Pendleton County’s dominating result in “The 
Health Plan Champions Cup” award. Miller, 
head coach, was chosen West Virginia Coach of the 
Year in all classes for cheerleading. She received 
her honor last month prior to the North-South 
football game.

WVSSAC Announces Changes in Classes, 
Regional Alignments for ‘25-‘26 School Year

By Stephen Smoot

Maintaining the best possible crite-
ria for classifications remains a past, 
present, and, likely, future headache 
for those making decisions on which 
schools go where in West Virginia high 
school sports.

Traditionally, the West Virginia Sec-
ondary Schools Activities Commission 
used school populations as the sole 
guidelines. This system had the vir-
tue of simplicity, but often left private 
schools with small populations, but the 
ability to recruit, at a strong advantage 
over other Class A programs.

In recent years, other factors had 
been included in determining classifi-
cation. These included distance from 
the county seat and socio-economic fac-
tors. While unclear as to whether this 
created a better competitive balance, it 
also introduced degrees of subjectivity 
that led to challenges. 

The WVSSAC reclassified 22 schools 
right before fall sports play last season.

Last year, those issues led to lawsuits 
that delayed the state volleyball and 
football playoffs. Pendleton County 
teams had earned spots in both. While 
both teams had played well enough to 
secure spots regardless of how courts 
decided, the lawsuits could have af-
fected seeding in volleyball. 

In April, the WVSSAC changed cri-
teria again. The classification rules 

for this year, which return to using 
student populations between ninth 
through 12th grade as the only factor, 
created a system where AAAA schools 
have 1,050 or more, AAA has 625-1049, 
AA has 351 to 624, and A has an enroll-
ment of 350 or less.

Pendleton County regional rivals ap-
pear everywhere except Class AAAA. 
In Class AAA, Hampshire and Keyser 
have 740 and 665 students, respec-
tively, In Class AA, Frankfort has 488, 
Moorefield 480, Petersburg 401.

In Class A, Tucker County has 270, 
Tygarts Valley 211, East Hardy has 
203, Union 59, Paw Paw 49, and Har-
man 31.

Pendleton County has 251, placing it 
in the middle of the category. 

In almost all sports that use the for-
mat, Pendleton County will compete 
in the same region with East Hardy, 
Paw Paw, Tucker County, Pocahontas 
County, Tygarts Valley, Harman, Pick-
ens, and the West Virginia Schools for 
the Deaf and Blind. 

Pendleton County’s cross coun-
try region will consist of Paw Paw, 
Tucker County, Trinity Christian, 
Clay-Battelle, and Notre Dame. While 
PCMHS has a wrestling team that 
competed well in its inaugural season 
last year, the school was not included 
in the wrestling Division II list with 
A, AA, and AAA teams across the area 
included. 
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Carnival Grounds - Franklin

Come Out For a Fun-Filled Weekend 
and Support Your Local Firemen!

LAWN PARTY

Music Both Nights

~Saturday~
PARADE 5 p.m.

(lineup 4 p.m. at T&K Markets;
ends at carnival grounds)

Franklin Volunteer Fire Department

5 p.m. - ?

Food • Homemade Pies and Cakes
Homemade Ice Cream • Cake Raffles

Kid Games • Bingo • Dime Pitch

irework
s

~Friday~
At Dark

Friday & Saturday
July 18 & 19

Friday - Mike Eye
(Sponsored by Burke and Herbert Bank)

Saturday - Tony Calhoun

Visit Pendletontimes.com

Looking forward to seeing 
a large group this year.

Attention: Vandevander Family

Our family reunion is upon us on 
July 19 at 11 a.m. at Thorn Spring Park.

Hope you can come!

Franklin High School
class of 1975
50th

Contact Judy Grimm, Angie Propst, Perry Propst,
Sheila Rexrode or Steve Teter if you have any questions.

Saturday, July 19
5 - 7 p.m.

Wood Grill
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Show Kids
You Care

“Share
their

excitement.”
Brought to you by

Pendleton County Partners in 
Prevention Team and

Search Institute

Grand Jury Indictments
bodily injury or loss of consciousness . . . 
against the peace and dignity of the State 
of West Virginia.”

The second count alleges “Grand Lar-
ceny, a Felony . . . charging that on or 
about the 31st day of March 2025 . . . (he) 
did unlawfully and feloniously steal, take, 
and carry away . . . goods . . . belonging to 
another with the intent to permanently 
deprive the owner thereof . . . against the 
peace and dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

The third count alleges “Domestic Bat-
tery, a Misdemeanor . . . charging that (he) 
did unlawfully and intentionally cause 
physical harm to their family or household 
member . . . against the peace and dignity 
of the State of West Virginia.”

The fourth count alleges “Destruction of 
Property, a Misdemeanor . . . on or about 
the 31st day of March 2025 (he) did unlaw-
fully destroy, injure, or deface property . 
. . to wit a pair of seeing eyeglasses . . . 
having a value of less than $2,500 against 
the peace and dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

Ruben Alejandre received three counts. 
The first alleges “Soliciting a Minor Via 
Computer, a Felony . . .  on or about  . . . 
January 2025 (he) did unlawfully, know-
ingly, and feloniously, being a person 
over 18 years of age . . . use a computer to 
solicit, entice, seduce, or lure or attempt 
to solicit, entice, seduce, or lure a minor 
known or believed to be at least four 
years younger than the person using the 
computer . . . to commit any illegal act . . . 

against the peace and dignity of the State 
of West Virginia.”

The second count alleges the crime “Pro-
duce and Possession of Child Erotica, a 
Misdemeanor . . .on or about . . . January 
2025 (he) did unlawfully, knowingly, and 
intentionally produce and possess visual 
portrayals of a minor . . . (1) Unrelated to 
the sale of a commercially available legal 
product and (2) used for purely prurient 
purposes, against the peace and dignity of 
the State of West Virginia.”

The third count alleges “Contributing to 
the Delinquency of a Minor, a Misdemea-
nor . . . on or about . . . January 2025 (he) 
unlawfully and knowingly . . . contribute 
to the delinquency of a child against the 
peace and dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

Charles John Nelson, Jr. received two 
counts. The first count alleges “Possession 
With Intent to Deliver a Controlled Sub-
stance, a Felony . . . on or about august 5, 
2024 . . . (he) did unlawfully possess with 
intent to deliver a controlled substance, 
to wit: Methamphetamine . . . against the 
peace and dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

The second count alleges “Conspiracy, a 
Felony . . . on or about July 23, 2024 (he) 
did unlawfully, willfully, and feloniously 
conspire with DANIELLE ELAINE MOW-
ERY, belonging to a conspiratorial group 
of two or more persons, to commit the of-
fense of Delivery of a Controlled Substance 
(Methamphetamine) against the peace and 
dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

Grant Memorial Hospital 
To Open Rapid Care Clinic

WVU Medicine Grant Memorial Hospi-
tal is pleased to announce work is under-
way to open a Rapid Care Walk-In Clinic 
in Petersburg. 

In cooperation with the Grant County 
Commission, the former Halterman 
building has been added to the existing 
lease agreement between the county 
and GMH. This strategic collaboration 
allows the hospital to provide expanded 
access to care, local job creation, and a 
strengthened healthcare infrastructure 
for the region that would not be possible 
otherwise. 

Kevin Hagerty, president of the Grant 
County Commission, stated, “The county 
commission is extraordinarily excited to 
be a part of this project with Grant Me-
morial Hospital. We look forward to see-
ing the development of this facility and 
having another wonderful asset within 
our community. We appreciate all of the 
hard work that was put into this effort 
by everyone involved.” 

During the time that the hospital 
designs the space and makes the neces-
sary renovations and improvements to 
eventually provide rapid care, radiology, 

lab, and other services, GMH will open a 
rapid care clinic at 10 Valley View Street 
in Petersburg later this year. 

On behalf of the Seneca Rocks Regional 
Development Authority, Sherry Mongold, 
executive director, released the following 
statement, “The Seneca Rocks Regional 
Development Authority is proud to an-
nounce its partnership with Grant Memo-
rial Hospital. This collaboration marks a 
significant step forward in our mission 
to bring new jobs and services to our 
community. We believe that healthcare 
is a vital part of our community, and the 
growth and local offerings in this sector 
are integral to our mission as a develop-
ment authority. We look forward to the 
positive impact this partnership will have 
on the area.”

John Sylvia, president and CEO of 
Grant Memorial Hospital added, “The 
hospital is grateful to the development 
authority and the county commissioners 
for their efforts to ensure the residents of 
the area have access to needed healthcare 
services. It is relationships like these that 
allow the hospital to make a difference in 
the health of the region.”

Residents Advised to Prepare 
In Advance for Extended Care

By Deb Miller, JD,                             
Volunteer for WV Senior Legal Aid

Every day people face the fact that they 
will need extended care to carry out their 
daily functions, and nursing home life is 
likely. Could they prepare in advance for 
that? Definitely, which this article covers 
so that it’s less of a problem for all.

All too often, a person or their family 
ends up making a rushed decision about 
going into a nursing home for long-term 
care.

In addition to health issues, there are 
financial concerns at such a time.

Planning ahead, one or two years out, 
can be the smartest option to get over 
these hurdles well in advance.

Many will face out-of-pocket payments 
for the entire cost of their care because 
traditional Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage will not pay for long-term nurs-
ing home costs.

Other West Virginians can receive 
long-term care coverage for a nursing 
home stay through the federal Medicaid 
program based on their income and as-
sets.

Confusion about the Medicaid quali-
fication process and not being aware 
of what’s needed next can increase a 
person’s stress and risk for financial 
exploitation. For example, others may 
suggest gifts or property transfers, often 
to themselves, that should not be done.

Plus, there is always the possibility 
of losing the capacity to gather such 
information and to make such decisions 
coherently. Handling this evaluation for 
Medicaid eligibility on a preliminary ba-
sis now is also a way to protect a persons’ 
spouse, family, and property as permit-
ted by federal law. 

The evaluation process starts with a 
listing of all types of assets and their cur-
rent value. Income amounts must also be 
listed. A standard form at e is available 
for this purpose.

To qualify for Medicaid long-term care, 
a person may own a certain amount of 
assets, including a home (maximum 
equity in 2025 of $730,000), a car, per-
sonal property, an irrevocable prepaid 

burial plan, and up to $2,000 in other 
non-countable assets.

Completing the qualification form on 
a proactive basis does not require hir-
ing a lawyer. Counselors with the West 
Virginia SHIP program can help at 877-
981-4463.  

Further, the SHIP counselor can 
explain the process of nursing home 
admission and reduce concerns about 
doing this.

Many facing the nursing home decision 
think that the government will take their 
home to pay for their care. They think 
that if they give away their house to their 
children or add their childrens’ names to 
the property deed while they continue to 
live there, they will be fine. 

The opposite can be true.
The reason for that is the long-term 

care Medicaid eligibility process involves 
listing any transfer of assets or property 
made within the previous five years, in-
cluding those for which one didn’t receive 
full compensation.

If a person gave one’s home or partial 
ownership in it to one’s children, a friend, 
or any others within that five years 
without full compensation, there will be 
a period of ineligibility for coverage. 

In Medicaid lingo, that gift of a person’s 
home causes an uncompensated transfer 
of assets penalty.

The penalty is losing out on Medicaid 
coverage of the nursing home costs for a 
period of time, based on a formula, equal 
to the value of the property given away. 
During the penalty period, a person will 
have to pay the nursing home bills on 
one’s own.

An option to protect the home is a 
transfer on death deed. It changes noth-
ing about the current ownership for 
Medicaid eligibility and lists the after-
death recipients. Automatic transfer 
of the property occurs after death and 
avoids probate. 

For free legal assistance with a non-
criminal matter, West Virginia residents 
age 60 or older may contact West Vir-
ginia Senior Legal Aid at 800-229-5068 
or info@seniorlegalaid.org.
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STORAGE SPACE

CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

Grill & BBQ Word Search

CHIMNEYS/PIPES

A&A Metal Shop

110 Hilltop Dr.
Monterey, VA

Stainless Steel 
Double Wall
Chimneys
*Will Install*

   Elbows•Tees
   Reducers

540-468-2081

Stainless Steel
        Stove Pipes

TARIFF FORM NO. 12
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY MUNICIPALITIES

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town of Franklin has adopted by Ordinance, on 
June 24, 2025, an increase in its rates, tolls and charges for furnishing water service 
to 460 customers at Franklin and vicinity, Pendleton County, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective as provided in the 
ordinance unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will pro-
duce the following additional revenue annually:

 ($) Revenue (%) Revenue
 Increase  Increase

Step 1 – Effective 45 Days After Enactment  $46,657 19.3%
Step 2 – Effective December 1, 2025 $46,004 19%
Step 3 – Effective June 1, 2026 $13,525 5.6%
Step 4 – Effective upon substantial project $51,232 21.21%
completion or commencement of project debt
service
Step 5 – Effective 6 months from $57, 361 23.75%
implementatio of Step 4 

The average monthly bill for the various classes of customers will be changed as 
follows:

STEP 1
Effective 45 Days After Enactment

 Present Proposed ($) Rate (%) Rate
 Rates Rates Increase Increase

Residential (2,871 gallons) $37.36 $44.58 $7.21 19.3%
Commercial (4,517 gallons) $54.74 $65.31 $10.58 19.3%
Industrial (3,180 gallons) $40.62 $48.47 $7.85 19.3%
Public Authority (4,394 gallons) $53.44 $63.76 $10.32 19.3%

STEP 2
Effective December 1, 2025

 Present  Proposed  ($) Rate  (%) Rate
 Rates Rates Increase Increase

Residential (2,871 gallons) $44.58 $53.07 $8.49 19%
Commercial (4,517 gallons) $65.31 $77.76 $12.44 19%
Industrial (3,180 gallons) $48.47 $57.70 $9.23 19%
Public Authority (4,394 gallons) $63.76 $75.91 $12.15 19%

STEP 3
Effective June 1, 2026

 Present  Proposed  ($) Rate  (%) Rate
 Rates Rates Increase Increase

Residential (2,871 gallons) $53.07 $56.04 $2.97 5.6%
Commercial (4,517 gallons) $77.76 $82.11 $4.35 5.6%
Industrial (3,180 gallons) $57.70 $60.93 $3.23 5.6%
Public Authority (4,394 gallons) $75.91 $80.16 $4.25 5.6%

STEP 4
Effective upon substantial project completion or commencement

of project debt service

 Present  Proposed  ($) Rate  (%) Rate
 Rates Rates Increase Increase

Residential (2,871 gallons) $56.04 $67.93 $11.89 21.21%
Commercial (4,517 gallons) $82.11 $99.53 $17.42 21.21%
Industrial (3,180 gallons) $60.93 $73.86 $12.92 21.21%
Public Authority (4,394 gallons) $80.16 $97.16 $17.00 21.21%

STEP 5
Effective 6 months from implementation of Step 4

 Present  Proposed  ($) Rate  (%) Rate
 Rates Rates Increase Increase

Residential (2,871 gallons) $67.93 $84.06 $16.13 23.75%
Commercial (4,517 gallons) $99.53 $123.17 $23.64 23.75%
Industrial (3,180 gallons) $73.86 $91.40 $17.54 23.75%
Public Authority (4,394 gallons) $97.16 $120.24 $23.08 23.75%

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class.  
Individual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average.  
Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to 
change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review of this 
filing.  The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased rates only 
upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the ordinance 
changing said rates or charges, by any customer aggrieved by the changed rates or 
charges who presents to the Commission a petition signed by not less than twenty-five 
percent of the customers served by such municipally operated public utility.

All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia, 201 Brooks Street, Post Office Box 812, Charleston, West 
Virginia  25323.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility to 
provide any information requested concerning it, is available to all customers, pro-
spective customers, or their agents at the Town Office, Franklin, West Virginia. A 
copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the Office of the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Post Office Box 
812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.
        
7-3-2c                                                                                          TOWN OF FRANKLIN

FOR SALE
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

WANTED
HUNTING LAND 
wanted—Small group 
of experienced and 
respectful hunters 
would like to lease 
land for deer hunting. 
540-830-2812.
                     4-24-12c
* P A I N T I N G *               
35 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
e tc .  Cal l  Ronnie 
Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.   2/6-11/6p

YARD SALES
HUGE YARD SALE 
July 11 & 12, 8-?,     
Riverton pavilion—
plus size clothing, 
household i tems, 
jewelry, DVD items. 
Too much to mention. 
Canceled if rain.    1c 
P E N D L E T O N           
Senior  & Family         
Services Indoor Yard 
& Bake Sale July 12, 
7 a.m.-3 p.m., Frank-
lin Senior Center, 365 
Mill Road, Franklin, 
across from the pool. 
Household items, de-
cor, some clothing 
and other items. Pro-
ceeds benefit PSFSI 
and the programs it 
offers.               7-3-2c

CLOSING NOTICES
FAITHFUL Friends 
Animal Clinic will 
be closed July 10-13. 
Greg Bowers, Sarah 
Bowers, DVM.        1c

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration 
of the following estates 
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, 100 S. Main 
Street, P. O. Box ll67, 
Franklin, West Virginia 
26807.  The names of the 
personal representatives 
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All persons on whom 
this notice is served who 
have objections that 
challenge the validity 
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal 
representative, venue, or 
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required 
to file their objections 
with this Commission 
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF THE NOTICE, 
whichever is later.

All creditors of the 
decedent(s) and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must 
file their claims with 
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. 

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is July 10, 2025.  
Deadline for claims is 
September 8, 2025.
                                                                                 
Nelson Edwin Thompson 
Estate – Peggy Elizabeth 
Thompson, Executrix;
Deyerle Conrad Rexrode 
Estate – Tamara Lynn 
Puffenberger, Executrix;
Alice R. Johnson Estate 
– Andrea Owen, Execu-
trix;
Roland J. Bennett Estate 
– Franklin R. Bennett, 
Executor;
V. R. Homan, Jr. Estate 
– Julia Rae Homan, Ex-
ecutrix;
Enos Heatwole Horst 
Estate – Randy T. Horst, 
Administrator;
Marla Zelene Harman 

NOTICE OF
ANCILLARY

FILING WITHOUT 
ANY

ADMINISTRATION
OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given 
that a foreign will or af-
fidavit has been filed 
before Pendleton County 
Commission at 100 S. 
Main Street, Franklin, 
WV  26807.

That no appointment 
of administration is be-
ing made pursuant to the 
provisions of law but that 
a foreign will or affidavit 
of heirs of the decedent 
has been filed with the 
Pendleton County Com-
mission, and is of record 
in the Pendleton County 
Clerk’s Office.

Any interested person 
objecting to the filing of 
the foreign will or affi-
davit or objecting to the 
absence of appointment 
or administration being 
made in this state must 
be filed with the Pendle-
ton County Commission 
within 60 days after the 
date of first publication 
or within 30 days of the 
serving of this notice, 
whichever is later.  If an 
objection is not filed time-
ly, the objection is forever 
barred.

First Publication Date:
Thursday,
 July 10, 2025

Claim Deadline Date:
Monday,
   September 8, 2025

Decedent:
Paula S. Raynar,
Centre County, PA
Filed by:
Karl A. Raynar,
Husband,
State College, PA

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me on July 2, 2025.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           7-10-2c

Estate – Max Baer Mill-
er, Jr., Administrator;
Robin K. Kimble Estate 
– Robert Duane Kimble, 
Administrator.

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on July 
2, 2025.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           7-10-2c

The phrase “dog days of summer” 
refers to the period of intense summer 
heat, not to actual dogs. It originates 
from ancient Greece and Rome, where 
it was linked to the star Sirius, the 
brightest star in the constellation 
Canis Major (Latin for “greater dog”). 
The ancient Greeks believed that the 
heat from Sirius, also known as the 
Dog Star, combined with the sun’s heat 
to cause the hottest days of summer.

Origin of Dog Days Told
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FORT SEYBERT AREA, 13+ acres, Hinkle Mountain Road, Sprin-
ghill Properties, all woods, furnished trailer, wood heating stove, 
propane gas kitchen stove, 2 bunks, great hunting, 2 tree stands, 
easy access. $84,000 REDUCED $79,000.
FRANKLIN, Birchwood Drive, 3BR, 1.5 bath, brick ranch house, 
oak hardwood floors. Close to Elementary school. $229,000 $209,000 
$198,000 REDUCED $179,000.
MOYERS - 49.16 acres, mostly cleared, old farm house, good condi-
tion log outbuilding, spring and stream. $289,000.
BLACK THORN MOUNTAIN ESTATES, 6.18 acres, Lot #22, top 
of mountain, great views, all wooded, HOA applies, west of Doe Hill 
Road. $74,000. $64,000. REDUCED $50,000.

SOLD

278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807

 

LISTINGS NEEDED — HAVE BUYERS
FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 1BA, 2-story house with 84.49 ac. Woodland and 
rented pastures. WVPT2000922. $540,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 1.5 BA, Log siding home on 2 +/- ac, 2 car garage, 
additional acreage available. WVPT2000872. $315,000.

FRANKLIN - 3 BR, 2.5 BA home with 1 car garage on 0.43 ac. Heat 
pump/AC, WVPT2000846. $225,000, $210,000.

BRANDYWINE - 1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-
tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000. 

FRANKLIN - DRY RUN -  WVPT2000800 $225,000; 8 acs. 3 BR mobile 
home, deck, pool, lg garage. 

SMOKE HOLE - WVGT2000894 $975,000 $899,000; 13.93 +/- ac., 2 
Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds, electric hookups for campers. 

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982; Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

61 Chestnut St., Franklin, WV 26807

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AWD “HYBRID,” ldd w/options, charcoal 52K miles, like new, over 35mpg ................................. $27,900
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles ................$19,900
2022 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 104K miles ..................................................................................$17,900
2020 SUBARU FORESTER AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, only 55k miles ...............................................................................$21,900
2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT, 3.6 liter V-6, auto., ldd., gray, 89K miles ....................................................................$13,900
2019 SUBARU OUTBACK PREMIUM PKG. AWD, 2.5 liter, auto., ldd., blue, only 80K miles, ex. cond. ..............................$19,900
2019 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., white, one owner w/111K miles, ex. cond. .............................................$21,900
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 131K miles ........................................................................$17,900
2015 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR HARDTOP 4X4 “LATITUDE PKG.,” V-6, auto., ldd., yellow 118k miles, very sharp ........$19,900
2006 FORD E-350 PASSENGER VAN, 6.0 diesel, auto., A/C, etc., 178K miles........................................................................ $12,900

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2023 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., white, 110K miles, ex. cond. ........................................$29,900
2023 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 HD CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, Z-71 pkg., diesel, auto., ldd., white, only 30K miles ...........$49,500
2023 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” 6.7 Cummins diesel, ldd., white,
 only 3K miles  ................................................................................................................................................................................$49,500
2022 FORD F-250 CREW CAB FLATBED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., white, only 36K miles .................................................. $46,900
2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles .......................$21,900
2021 FORD RANGER CREW CAB S/BED STX 4X4,  2.3 liter, auto., ldd., blue, 95K miles ...................................................$27,900
2018 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB L/BED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., 289K miles, runs great ..........................................................$19,900
2014 FORD F-350 4X4 CREW CAB ENCLOSED UTILITY TRUCK, V-8, auto., ladd., white, only 79K miles ...................$26,900
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, ldd w/accessories, only 45K miles ...........................$49,500
2003 FORD F-350 CREW CAB 4X4 DUMP TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., air, etc., 263K miles ...................................................$14,900

Great Financing Rates Now Available
   

SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00.
SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove 
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin, 
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National 
Forest, very unique property. $279,000.00.
SGR378A 0.31 acres w/3 bed/2 bath & 2 bed/1 bath    
Duplex, Full basement, oil heat, investment opportunity, 
15 A/B Meadow Lane, Franklin. $324,900.00.
SGR377A Family Retreat! 10 acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Cabin, 
Finished Basement w/additional family room. Primary 
Bdrms Upst & Dwnstrs w/en suites & WICs. Full size 
kitchen, Wood & Propane Heat. Septic & Cistern. Buck 
Ridges Development, Franklin District. NEW LISTING 
$349,900.00.
SGR376A 0.28 Ac & 0.22 Ac 64 Mulberry St., Franklin 
District. 3 Bed, 2 Bath home w/2 Car Attached Garage, 
Full Basement, Lots of Outbuildings and Located at the 
End of Street. NEW LISTING $289,900.00.
SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00.
SGR371A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath 1600 sq. ft. Home 
located in Franklin. Town Water/Sewer. Double Pane 
Windows, Mini-Splits, Woodstove & half basement. Large 
deck on back w/Nice Mtn. View. Lot #4, Franklin Corp. 
$150,000.00 REDUCED $139,000.00.
SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area, 
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber, 
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout. 
$1,695,000.00.
SGR367A 2.75 Acre wooded building lot at end of Highland 
Estates Subdivision, Lot 13, Grant County, Perk approved. 
Some restrictions. $59,999.00.
SGR366A 5 Acres w/Cabin, Buck Ridges Development. 
Panoramic View. Lots of upgrades: New Vinyl Siding, 
New flooring throughout, New Solid Surface Countertop, 
Freshly Painted, New Door. Two bed, Two Bath, Large 
Loft. Finished walkout basement. Hot Tub conveys. 1000 
gallon Cistern supplies water to cabin. New 8x12 storage 
shed. New 1 car garage. NEW LISTING $320,000.00 
$310,000.00 REDUCED $299,900.00.
SGR364A 2.65 Acres w/2006, 3 Bed, 2 Bath Ranch Modu-
lar, Hardwood floors, New Metal Roof, Well, Septic, 2 Car 
Garage & separate 30’x40’ Steel 2 Bay Garage w/concrete 
floor. Located in Riverton. NEW LISTING $349,000.00 
REDUCED $299,000.00.
SGR363A 3 Bed, 1 Bath Home located in Franklin Corp., 
Heat Pump, Propane Wall Unit, Electric Baseboard and 
Central AC, Town Water & Sewer, Double Pane Windows, 
Deck, One Car Garage & Storage Shed. NEW LISTING 
$169,000.00.

SGR361A 1.32 Acres w/4 currently rented residences 
located in Brandywine, Bethel District. Public Water. NEW 
LISTING $134,900.00. 
SGR360A 0.98 Ac. in Brandywine, w/2 Unit Apartment 
Bldg. and a 3 Bedroom Mobile Home. All units occupied. 
NEW LISTING $129,900.00.
SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home 
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,         
covered front porch. NEW LISTING $259,000.00.
SGR354A 50.96 Acres w/1 Bed, 1.5 Bath Cabin, Spacious 
Loft. Gas FP. Hidden Valley Subdivision. Some Restric-
tions. Beautiful wooded setting. $389,000.00.
SGR349A 0.341 Acres, with Commercial Bldg or can 
convert to Residential. Newly Renovated, 2 Baths,            
New Central AC, Commercial Freezers, 2 Septics. Great          
location along US RT 33 East. $299,000.00.
SGR343A 5 Acre lot w/Log Siding Cabin, Buck Ridges 
Development. Great View. 2 Bed, 2.5 Baths. Walkout 
Basement with newly remodeled bath. New carpeting in 
Basement. Expansive covered deck provides even more 
outdoor living space to enjoy. Wood floors upstairs. Spring 
Water. $283,000.00.
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR337A 2.79 Acres, w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin. Wood Ceil-
ing, Paneled walls, LP heat. 8’x8’ outbuilding. Well, Sugar 
Grove District. NEW LISTING $129,000.00 REDUCED 
$119,000.00 REDUCED $99,900.00.
SGR326A 141.74 Acres, Raw Land, Buffalo Hills. Excellent 
Hunting, Franklin District. $379,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
REDUCED $299,000.00 REDUCED $229,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.358.7610
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 
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Eloise Fae Boner

Adam and Cassie Boner of Upper Tract are happy to an-
nounce the birth of their daughter, Eloise Fae Boner.

Eloise arrived at 11:52 a.m. on April 2, 2025, at Augusta 
Health in Fishersville, Virginia. She weighed 7 pounds 13 
ounces, and measured 20-1/4 inches in length.

She was welcomed home by her proud siblings, Easton, 
Everett, Ezra and Eleanor.

Maternal grandparents are Donald and Linda Mallow of 
Upper Tract.

Paternal grandparents are Mike and Cheryl Boner of Jane 
Lew.

Great-grandmother is Gerri Brown of Jane Lew.

Local Students Earn 
Degrees at WVU

Pendleton County students were awarded diplomas May 
16 - 18 during West Virginia University’s commencement 
ceremonies at the college’s coliseum.

Graduates, along with their major, were Carrigan 
Hedrick (fashion design and merchandising), Corinne 
Hedrick (psychology), Hannah Koontz (nursing), Gabriela 
Reyes (mental health and addiction studies) and Kristin 
Ruddle (medicine), all of Brandywine, Megan Boone 
(nursing), Marshall Harper (computer engineering) and 
Mariah Huffman (nursing), all of Franklin, Kyle Evick of 
Morgantown (history, political science), Bailey Thompson 
of Riverton (industrial engineering), Ryan Mitchell of 
Sugar Grove, (mechanical engineering), and Ethan Kile 
(animal and nutritional sciences), Cheznie Liggett (youth 
and family sciences) and Cody Mitchell (agribusiness 
management), all of Upper Tract

Smiley Graduates from 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe

The Mountaineer ChalleNGe Academy has an-
nounced that Class 1-25 is the 64th class to com-
plete the West Virginia National Guard Program. 
Commencement exercises were held June 13 at 
Camp Dawson in Kingwood. A total of 84 graduates 
from 27 counties across the state of West Virginia 

successfully completed the requirements for gradu-
ation. 

Cadet Alexzander Smiley, son of Charles and Abi-
gail Smiley of Upper Tract, was in Platoon 5.  He 
was recognized for receiving the Level One PT(2), 
S2C Award, as well as obtaining the six individual 
values recognition ribbons

All graduating cadets have completed the residen-
tial phase of ChalleNGe, which includes activities 
in eight core component areas ranging from service 
to community to employability skills. Cadets in this 
class provided 3789 hours of service to community 
for such organizations as Trout for Cheat, American 
Red Cross, Operation Gratitude, Empty Bowls, and 
Cheat River Festival.  Following graduation, the 
cadets will begin a two-year post-residential phase 
of ChalleNGe that includes placement activities in 
education and/or employment.

Cadet Alexzander Smiley

Shipman Named 
To Dean’s List

Mason Shipman of Sugar Grove was named to the 
Dean’s List for the spring 2025 term at University of 
Maryland Global Campus in Adelphi, Maryland.

To be eligible for the honor, a student must complete 
at least six credits during the term, earn a grade point 
average of at least 3.5 for the term, and maintain a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5.

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843


