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Sarah Nelson, Tanner Hedrick, Liam Simmons, and Lucas DiFalco, from left, represented the Franklin
and Upper Tract volunteer fire departments in exemplary fashion at the State Junior Firefighter Camp.

Firing Up for the Future, Pendleton County
Youth Attend Junior Firefighter Camp

By Stephen Smoot

“My dad’s been a firefighter for 30 years.
I wanted to follow in his footsteps . . . help-
ing people in this county,” said 15-year-old
Lucas DiFalco, a soft-spoken young man
with a serious countenance and a deter-
mination to serve his community.

Last month, he, Sarah Nelson (15), and
Liam Simmons (16) traveled to the State
Fire Academy at West Virginia University

— Jackson’s Mill, to learn the fundamen-
tals of joining one of the most essential
services to any area. Tanner Hedrick also
attended from the Upper Tract Volunteer
Fire Department.

Youth between the ages of 14 and 17 can
attend the camp. Some see it as a way to
test the waters and see if the fire service
should be part of their future. Others,
however, regard it as a necessary, yet

Continued on Page 7

Without Volunteers, the Future of Fire
Service Wl” Get Much More Costlyfor All

Volunteer fire departments face two major challenges in funding and finding personnel going forward.
Volunteers and aspiring firefighter, Sarah Nelson, churn homemade ice cream for Franklin Volunteer
Fire Department’s upcoming lawn party, a major fundraiser.

By Stephen Smoot

Last weekend, the South Fork Volunteer
Fire Department held its annual lawn party.
While visitors, especially kids, enjoyed the fun
and games, the main purpose of the event lay
in the serious business of keeping the depart-

Biosecurity

By Stephen Smoot

After a year of battling avian influenza the
poultry industry has welcomed a return to
normalcy, but remains vigilant against bio
threats from both nature and malevolent
human beings.

To ensure that poultry producers remain
updated on the latest threats to one of the
Mountain State’s foremost industries, the
West Virginia Poultry Association has in-
vited Thomas Link to serve as speaker at
a producer education program scheduled
for 6 p.m. July 12 at the Oak Flat Ruritan
Building.

Link serves as an intelligence officer for
the United States Department of Homeland
Security. He will speak on “threats to the
U. S. food and agriculture sector” with an
emphasis on poultry.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Securi-
ty has a food and agriculture defense matrix
team as part of its science and technology

directorate. It “conducts and coordinates
research, development, test, and evaluation
on technologies, techniques, procedures, and
capabilities necessary to protect U.S. food
and agriculture.”

Threats can come from “agricultural pests
and crop diseases; transboundary animal
diseases, intentional or unintentional oc-
currences of food contamination or adul-
teration” as well as “biothreats which may
present harm to animals or plants; and other
high-consequence events that pose a risk to
homeland security.”

Ward Malcolm, president of the West
Virginia Poultry Association, explained that
Link will speak about threats to agriculture
security in West Virginia. He has, in the
past, spoken to the board of the WVPA. Mal-
colm went on to describe the need to remain
vigilant against threats from abroad, citing
the extensive recent destruction of white elm
and ash trees in West Virginia by invasive
species.

On the Menu at Oak Flat

The dinner serves as part of that organiza-
tion’s Poultry Festival. Malcom emphasized
that the event should not be thought of as
only for Hardy County, but as a celebration
of all in the region who contribute to the
industry and prosperity.

Malcolm also discussed the regular occur-
rence of travelers coming into the United
States who innocently bring foods across the
border that harbor potentially destructive
pests and plants.

The discussion comes as current events un-
derscore the potential threats from abroad.
In the past month, the United States Depart-
ment of Justice has charged two suspicious
travelers from Communist China carrying
species potentially destructive to the U.S.
wheat, corn, barley, and rice crops.

They claimed to be performing research at
the University of Michigan, but have strong
ties to the Chinese Communist Party. The
CCP engages in active operations against the
United States and other countries.

ment funded for the future.

Volunteer fire departments across West Vir-
ginia carry more than the lion’s share of respon-
sibility for protecting lives and property while
also containing and eradicating wildfires. The
Mountain State, according to the United States
Fire Administration, ranks third in the nation
with more than 90 percent of departments fully
staffed by volunteers. About 4.6 percent have
mixed units and only 1.4 percent, good for 10th
in the nation among the lowest numbers, are
fully staffed by career professionals.

That may change rapidly. As WVNS reported
last year, the number of volunteers in the fire
service nationally has dropped from about
900,000 in 1984 to 677,000. Volunteers still
make up more than two thirds of firefighters
nationwide. Also, about 18,900 of the 29,452
fire companies across the nation employ only
volunteers.

The coming crisis In emergency response
volunteerism presents challenges to both urban
and rural counties. In a June 4 meeting of the
Harrison County Commission, David Hinkle,
commissioner, proposed that the county engage
an outside firm to study that jurisdiction’s
fire service capacities as volunteerism has
dwindled there as well. The goal would lie in
coming up with the total cost of maintaining
the same level of service from departments
manned entirely by career paid professionals.

It must be noted that volunteers meet the
same standards as the paid services.

Continued on Page 7
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Pendleton County Snapshot Provided by US Census Bureau

‘GALENDAR

Post 30 To Meet

American Legion Pendle-
ton Post 30 will meet at 6:30
p.m. July 9 at the Star Res-
taurant in Franklin.

Post 9666 To Meet

VFW Post 9666 will meet
at 6:30 p.m. July 10 at the
Richard Homan Memorial
Park in Sugar Grove.

Board of Health
To Hold Meeting

The Pendleton County
Board of Health will conduct
a meeting at 5 p.m. July 10
at the health department
located at 274 Mill Road in
Franklin.

Free Town Pool

Day Scheduled

The Pendleton County
Strive to Thrive Family
Support Center on Main
Street in  Franklin is
sponsoring a free pool day
July 11 at the Town of
Franklin pool.

For more information, call
304-538-7711.

VBS Planned at

Mennonite Church

Vacation Bible School for
ages 4 to 100 will begin at
6:30 p.m. July 7 - 12 at Mc-
Dowell Mennonite Church.
The theme is “God’s BEES
in Our Lives.” The church
is located at 8532 Highland
Turnpike in McDowell, Vir-
ginia.

For more information, call
Jeremy at 304-249-1584.

By Stephen Smoot

Last month, the United
States Census Bureau re-
leased a snapshot in statis-
tics of states and counties
across the nation.

Numbers for both the
State of West Virginia and
Pendleton County came
from the 2021 Economic
Surveys and Business Pat-
terns report, 2023 Ameri-
can Community Survey
reports and estimates, and
the 2020 Census.

Almost all numbers re-
flect surveys taken be-
tween 2020 and 2023, so
they are not current to
2025.

The census counted
1,793,716 people in West
Virginia in 2020 with 6,143
living in Pendleton County.
Compared to the state it-
self, the county’s median
age lies at 50.8 compared
to 42.8 for the state itself.

One thing to remember is
that use of “median” may
show a skewed picture.
Median comes from the
middle number in a data
sample and not from some
other calculation, such as
an average.

Charts showing the dis-
tribution of people in age
categories showed that
the largest groups lay in
those generally considered
late middle age and the
early years of senior citi-
zenship. The state saw its
three highest categories
at 60 to 64 (61,492 men
and 66,387 women), 65 to
69 years (57,942 men and
61,434 women) and 55 to

59 (59,597 men and 59,196
men).

Pendleton County saw
the same three age groups
with top numbers, but in a
different numerical order.
The highest category was
65 to 69 (311 men and 272
women), then 55 to 59 (321
men and 215 women), and
an interesting set of num-
bers for 60 to 64 (173 men
and 281 women).

Population numbers in
Pendleton County skew
older than West Virginia
in general. Just under 30
percent of the county popu-
lation is 65 or older. That
number 1s 21.5 percent

across West Virginia and
17.7 percent nationally.

The Census Bureau also
tracked residential mobil-
ity in terms of moving from
one place to another. About
1.5 percent moved from one
place to another within
Pendleton County, just
under one percent moved
in from outside the county,
and .3 percent moved from
a different state. Statis-
tically speaking, no one
moved to the county from
abroad.

West Virginia itself saw
2.4 percent moving in from
another state and .2 per-
cent from another country.

Historically more people
in West Virginia serve in
the military per capita
than any other state in
the union. Prior to 1863,
this covers counties that
became West Virginia.
About 7.2 percent of West
Virginians served in the
military compared to 6.1
percent nationwide.

Pendleton County en-
joys a significantly higher
percentage of residents
with military service. Just
under nine percent of resi-
dents, or nearly one in 10,
have served in the military.

The Census Bureau’s
education numbers in the

snapshot also deserve some
greater explanation, as
they are among the least il-
lustrative of the experience
and knowledge of those in
Pendleton County.

Just more than 20 per-
cent of those in Pendleton
County have a bachelor’s
degree or higher, compared
to 24 percent in the state
and 36.2 percent across
the nation. For Pendleton
County, the breakdown 1is
49.2 percent with a high
school diploma or equiva-
lent, compared to 39.7 per-
cent in the state.

What is not reflected in

Continued on Page 7

Population Pyramid: Population by Age ... Population Pyramid: Population by Age .. [
in West Virginia ® in Pendleton County, West Virginia
West Virginia Pendleton County, West
_ Virginia
85 years and over - 12.8K 24.7K ~
80 to 84 years | 18.6K 23.8K 85 years and over 65 97
75 to 79 years 31.9K 34.6K 80 to 84 years 195 208
70 to 74 years | 48.7K 54.6K 75 to 79 years 12 138
65 to 69 years-| [57.9K 61.4K 70 to 74 years 184 198
60 to 64 years-| [61.9K 66.4K 65 to 69 years | 311 272
55 to 59 years -| [59:6K 59.2K 60 to 64 years | I 173 — 281
50 to 54 years-| 586K 57.2K gg :0 gj years 1 . —
4510 49 years-|  [56.0K 54.2K Az t° o years 1 o -4
40to 44 years-|  55.0K 56.3K At 14 e rred. -
years
35 to 39 years 53.9K 49.6K 35 to 39 years - 202 115
30 to 34 years 54.2K 51.8K 30 to 34 years - 141 138
25 to 29 years | 55.4K 50.9K 25 t0 29 years - 66 138
20 to 24 years - 57.4K 53.0K 20 to 24 years -| 207 102
15to 19 years - 57.5K 53.4K 15 to 19 years | 147 146
10 to 14 years | 55.2K 51.5K 10 to 14 years | 109 161
5to 9 years | 49.7K 48.4K 510 9 years - 240 142
Under 5 years - ] 4]-5.8K : l ]43.5KI - Under 5 years - | | 176| | | 120 | L
60K 40K 20K 0 20K 40K 60K 300 200 100 0 100 200 300
Male Female Male Female
@ R P D These graphs show the distribution of residents’ ages in both
So101 \ 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables Pendleton County and West Virginia as counted in the 2020 United
States Census.



Edmund Pate Stubbs

Edmund Pate Stubbs, 82,
of Brandywine passed away
June 12, 2025, in Harrison-
burg, Virginia.

Born on Dec. 28, 1942, in
Washington, D.C., a son of
the late Donald and Rosalee
Stubbs, he grew up in Alex-
andria, Virginia.

Mr. Stubbs attended St.
Stephen’s Episcopal School
n Alexandria, Virginia, and
oraduated in 1961.

After graduation he began
his career at Group Hospi-
talization Inc., which was
the Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Plan for the Washington,
D.C., area. He was initially
an electronic accounting
machine operator and then
became the computer room
supervisor. His next step
was to become a program-
mer. From there, he went
back to his most exceptional
skill, people management.
He was a group leader head-
ng up a team of program-
mers and then moved into
the financial side of the
company as the electron-
c data processing audit
manager. He finished out
his career as the facilities
director for the company,
responsible for building
maintenance, mail services,
purchasing, and the com-
pany print shop, with more
than 100 employees report-
ng to him.

He had a lifelong passion

for music, as well as pho-
tography, and took great
joy in capturing the beauty
of the world and his loved
ones in his photographs. In
recent years, he found deep
contentment living at Hum-
mingbird Hill Farm in West
Virginia, where he spent
countless hours observing
and documenting the hum-
mingbirds who visited him
on the small farm he loved
so dearly. Though Virginia
was his lifelong home, the
peaceful mountains of West
Virginia brought him great
happiness in the final years
of his life.

He was also known for his
deep love of animals, espe-
cially his many loyal dogs
through the years. None
were closer to his heart
than Paxton, who passed
away just weeks before him.

He will be remembered for
his spirited personality, his
love of art, music, and ani-
mals, and the way he deeply
loved his friends and family
unconditionally.

His loving wife, Linda
Stubbs, preceded him in
death.

Surviving are a daughter
and son-in-law, Aileen and
Kyle Williams of Brandy-
wine; a son and daughter-
in-law, Steven Stubbs and
Susan Marett of Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina;
a brother, Kendon Stubbs
of Crozet, Virginia; grand-
children, Courtney Ma-
honey, Zachary Williams,
Alebachew Stubbs, and
Tizibt Stubbs, and great-
granddaughter, Zoe Young;
and many wonderful nieces
and nephews.

He was also preceded in
death by a sister, Peggy
Silberman; and a brother,
Alan Stubbs.

A celebration of life will
be held at a future date.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that donations
be made to the Pendleton
Animal Welfare Shelter,
PO Box 804, Franklin, WV
26807.

TownN PooL HouRs
Monday - Friday - Noon - 5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday « 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
~Lap Swim~
Monday - Friday -
~Baby Swim (0-2) Lap Swim, Water Therapy~
Monday « 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
~Toddler Swim (2-3)
Lap Swim, Water Therapy~
Frlday « 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

4:45 p.m. - 6 p.m.

~Evening Swim~
Monday - Friday
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

AMIL

N RESTAURANT

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Seafood Buffet

Saturday, July 5° 4:30 p.m. -7 p.m.
Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Fried Calamari,
Shrimp Creole, Scampi Style Scallops,

Fried Clams, Fried Oysters, Roast Beef w/Gravy,
Herb Baked Chicken Breast, Hush Puppies,
Steamed Rice, Corn, Buttered Potatoes,
Cheddar Bay Biscuits, Assorted Desserts 349

Sunday Buffet

Breakfast for Dinner
July 6 - Noon -3 p.m.
Carved Smoked Pork Shoulder, Beef Brisket,
BBQ Ribs, Dilled Chicken Breast,

Red Skinned Potato Salad, Macaroni Salad,
Coleslaw, Cucumber and Tomato Salad,
Hash Brown Potatoes, Buttered Corn off the Cob,
Jalapeno Pinto Beans, Rolls/Butter and

Assorted Desserts 32495

RESTAURANT HOURS:
Friday, Saturday and Monday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday Noon -5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Seneca Caverns Open

Friday - Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
3328 Germany Valley Road., Riverton 304-567-2691

Joyce Ann Borror

Joyce Ann Borror, 87, of
Upper Tract passed away
June 27, 2025, at her home.

She was born on April 13,
1938, in Waynesboro, Vir-
ginia, the daughter of the
late Wilbert C. and Margaret
Ann (Landis) Morris.

Mrs. Borror attended
school in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, and was a member of
the Wilson Chapel Church.

For 10 years, she worked
at the Franklin Garment
Factory. She had owned and
operated several businesses
during the years: Byrd’s
Restaurant in Franklin,
Joyce’s Bar in Scherr from
1983-1984, and Joyce’s Bar
in Elkins from 1984-1987.
She and her husband, Bruce
Borror, owned and operated
Borror’s Fresh Produce in

OBITWUWARIES

Franklin and in Petersburg
for 14 years. She also worked
at Sue’s Country Kitchen in
Petersburg from 2020-2024.

She was previously mar-
ried to Jesse Kidwell and
James Bolin. On Dec. 31,
1969, she married Bruce
William Borror, who pre-
ceded her in death on Jan.
2, 2014.

Surviving are three daugh-
ters, Lisa Kitrell of Mobile,
Alabama, Kimberly Maxson
(Stephen) of Upper Tract
and Joyce Ann Kidwell; two
sons, Steve Borror of Grand
Bay, Alabama, and Jimmy
Bolin of Missouri; a sister,
Doris Bowling of Spotsyl-
vania, Virginia; a brother,
Wilbur Morris of Alexandria,
Virginia; 17 grandchildren;
numerous great-grandchil-
dren; and a special great-
great-granddaughter, Ame-
lia Rose.

She was also preceded in
death by a son, Jesse Kid-
well; two sisters, Barbara
and Nancy; and a great-
granddaughter, Abigail.

A funeral service was held
on Tuesday in the chapel of
the Basagic Funeral Home
in Franklin with Taylor Ba-
sagic officiating. Interment
was at the Kline Cemetery
in Kline (Upper Tract).

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com or on Facebook
at Basagic Funeral Home.

L JARED |

Circleville, WV

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL CO.
Piedmont, W 1-800-924-6701

Compare our prices and SAVE

Granite — Marble
Memorials

Final Date Engraving Service
Available - CALL TODAY
Home Consultations Available
EXPERT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
Area Representative: Dave Sponaugle

- Bronze
- Markers - Mausoleums

1-304-668-6716

Ben Botkin Memorial
TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL
Saturday ¢ July 5 @ 6:00 pm

Highland Co. Fairgrounds
386 Myers Moon Road « Monterey, Virginia

“540 Moftorsports™

ALL 540 MoTorspPorTs CLASSES

Food Available by
Puff’s BBQ

GaTEs OPEN @ 2 PM

$15% GatEe Fee
10 unoer FREE

Any questions, contact:

Jay Botkin
540-4567-5555

**July

ANCIENTJAOAK
KITCHEN
HAPPY HOUR:
4 - 6 p.m. Daily

A
0 o Sinai SN

&
NK“N WEST V\“G\“
302 Golf Club Drive Franklin
www.fishermountain.com
Events**
*Wednesday, July 9, 6 p.m.
Book Club with Krystal Raymond
eSaturday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Team Trivia at Fisher Mountain
*Wednesday, July 16, 6:30 p.m. @
Free Team Bingo at Fisher Mountain :o’ i
*Friday, July 18, 6 - 9 p.m.

a’f'--, Josh Davidson Live Music

at Fisher Mountain
eSaturday, July 19, 6 p.m.
Franklin Lions Club Golf Tournament

Real Estate Influencer

Karoake with Mike Eye, S - 8 p.m.
eSaturday, July 26, 5 - 8 p.m. ;

Jonathan Zinn Live Music
at Fisher Mountain ’

TOPTRACER

Restaurant Hours: Fridays - 4 - 8 p.m.
Saturdays - 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday Brunch - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

304-358-2261

? r

&
RANGE.

HAPPY HOUR:
5 - 8 p.m. Fridays

Matthew Domzalski

Matthew Domzalski, 64
of Brandywine passed away
June 27, 2025, at his home.

He was born on Dec. 13,
1960, in Woodbury, New Jer-
sey, the son of the late Frank
Benjamin and Mary Leonard
(McNaught) Domzalski.

Mr. Domzalski graduated
from Triton Regional High

School in Runnemede, New
Jersey.

He had worked as a pipefit-
ter for Merck.

On June 23, 1984, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Maria
(Ervolini) Domzalski, who
survives.

In addition to his wife,
he leaves behind to cherish
his memory, two daughters,
Heather Hensley (Winston)
of Virginia Beach, Virginia,
and Mary Domzalski (Chris
Lomelik) of Harrisonburg,
Virginia; a brother, John
Domzalski of Tenth Legion,
Virginia; and a granddaugh-
ter, Beatrix.

He was also preceded in
death by a brother, Frank
Domzalski.

In honoring his wishes, his
body has been cremated.

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

HARTMAN'S SERVICE STATION

502 Lee Ave * FRANKLIN, WV 26807
304-358-2574

© Redmax

Chain Saws ¢ Trimmers
Bars ¢ Chains ¢ Oil
Trimmer Line ¢ Blowers

Been in Business over 5o Years!

STATE INSPECTIONS
OIL CHANGE —~ GREASE JOBS
SELL NEW TIRES ~ BATTERIES
AC WORK ~ BRAKES
ROTORS ~ TIE RODS
SCANNER HOOKUP DIAGNOSIS

GET Your VEHICLE CHECKED OuT ToDAY.

540-468-2495

Mountaineer Seamless Gutters
Monterey, Virginia

Spializg in
5” & 6” K Style Gutters and
LEAF GUARD

Locally Owned — Free Estimates
Owner - Benjamin Mast

Please Leave a Message

team of expert
mechanics check
your vehicle.

We’'ve Revolutionized

Our Service...

Come in and let our

Front End Alignment
Exhaust Systems
Tune Up
Brake Service
Filters ® Hoses

Belts
Inspections

Bowers
Garage &
Body Shop

24-Hour Wrecker Service
“Serving the area for 45 years”

304-249-5154
Sugar Grove
304-249-5900
Brandywine

Fun

Summer

Fest

Saturday, July 12" at
Franklin Town Park

344 Mill Rd Franklin, wv

11:00 am to 9:00 pm
g Trucks  Vendors Live
FoO Entertamment
nce Pool Free to
\,\0\3)56‘5 the Public
Sponsors:

Gold: NWP Mowing, Pendleton Community Care, Franklin Lions
Club, Burke & Herbert Bank, Spruce Knob Seneca Rocks Telephone,
Pendleton Community Bank and Grant Memorial Hospital
Silver: Sites Auto Parts, L & W Spirits Shop
Bronze: Franklin Moose Lodge & Julie’s Flea Market & More

Watch next week’s paper for more details!!
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Pendleton County Schools Reports
Attendance Surge in All Schools 24-25

By Stephen Smoot

As they met during a power
outage two weeks ago, the
Pendleton County Board of
Education heard some elec-
trifying news. One of their
top priorities going into the
school year 10 months ago lay
in increasing attendance.

Though no one claims vic-
tory just yet, the numbers
showed the results of school
and central office personnel in
bringing substantial improve-
ments.

The meeting opened with
the Pledge of Allegiance and
also the invocation by J. D.
Wilkins, board president. “We
thank You for the ability to be
flexible and have the meeting
without power,” he prayed.

In the brief meeting, the
board turned first to person-
nel matters. One of the items
referred to the possible hiring
of an itinerant certified oc-
cupational therapy assistant.
Sonny O’Neil, board member,
inquired if this service was
billable to Medicaid.

It was explained that if a
COTA is hired in a certain
fashion, under supervision
of an occupational therapist,
that the school system could
still bill Medicaid for services.
The board approved the rec-
ommendation to post for the
position.

Charles Hedrick, superin-
tendent, filled in for Travis
Heavner in giving the facilities
report. He informed the board
that “It looks like the initial
estimate” to repair some dam-
age to North Fork Elementary
School “is probably a little

under $70,000.”

Wilkins chimed in to say,
“which is better than expect-
ed.”

At least as good as expected,
if not better, came the year end
attendance figures provided by
Carrie Nesselrodt.

She provided two sets of
figures with the first coming
from overall attendance in the
county and each school. For
the school year 2024-25, the
county attendance ended at
93.64 percent, which rose from
92.97 from the prior year. Nes-
selrodt noted that an official
involved with an educational
contractor for the State of
West Virginia informed her
that a .75 percent increase rep-
resented significant progress.

In the individual schools,
Brandywine Elementary
School showed a percentage
of 94.639 percent, Franklin
Elementary School at 94.542
percent, North Fork Elemen-
tary School at 93.937 percent,
and Pendleton County Middle/
High School at 92.789 percent.

As Nesselrodt pointed out,
however, the state has laid
emphasis on reducing chronic
absenteeism. This refers to
students who have missed
10 percent or more of days
through the school year.

Pendleton County saw over-
all chronic absenteeism drop
from 21.201 percent to 15.19
percent. She gave the percent-
age for Brandywine Elementa-
ry School as 9.34 percent, but
did not mention the previous
year’s numbers.

Franklin Elementary School
improved from 12.9 to 8.66,
North Fork from 18.48 to 13.2,

and PCM/HS from 28.97 down
to 20.94. Nesselrodt gave spe-
cial praise to Nicole Hevener,
principal of PCM/HS, and the
Communities in Schools team
for the significant drop there.

She also explained that
the state calculates numbers
slightly differently than the
county. So the numbers they
base their reports on in next
fall’s Balanced Scorecard may
differ somewhat.

Pendleton County’s im-
provement helped the school
system and individual schools
potentially elevate their cat-
egories from the previous
year. In chronic absences, for
example, 10 percent or less
indicates “meets standards”
and is color-coded in green.
A range between 10 and 20
percent means that the sys-
tem or school “partially meets
standards” and is represented
by yellow. If the score falls at
20 percent or above, it does not
meet the standard and gets
marked in red.

That said, there is a major
difference between chronic ab-
sence rates of approximately
29 and 20 percent, in the case
of PCM/HS.

Nesselrodt stated that even
those in red and yellow are all
“headed in the right direction.”

At the close of the hearing,
Hedrick was asked for the
final time if he had anything
for the superintendent’s com-
ments section of the agenda.

“T'd like to thank you all for
your support,” Hedrick re-
plied, going on to add, “I deeply
appreciate it, and to our staff
and board office too.”

Unique Orchid Grows at Family Store

I have been friends with
and known the Propst fam-
ily for 60+ years, and I know
them to be a close-knit,
Christian family. My hus-
band and I lived right above
the Sinnett Lane Store for
several years.

Ms. Ruth (Virginia “Ruth”
Propst Craig) reminded me
of her grandmother, Bes-
sie Propst, who I would see
walking past the house, just
before dark, to spend the
night at the store with Dil-
lion and Virginia. Bessie was
a kind soft spoken lady just
like Ruth.

Ruth and I would visit if
there wasn’t another cus-
tomer waiting, and there
wasn’t a subject that we
couldn’t talk about with the
other. We didn’t solve any
problems but did agree that
we could pray. The last time
Ruth and I visited was the
first of April. I shared the
following article with Ruth
and Virginia last Christmas.

The Magnificent Orchid

If you have read any of
my writings, you know that
I enjoy beautiful things,
especially flowers. I was not
blessed with my mom’s gift
of growing things, although
I try from time to time.

This article is about an
orchid that welcomes visitors
to the Sinnett Lane Grocery.
Ruth has her orchid sitting
in front of two windows that
are on different walls where
it gets the sun from the east
and from the south.

I stopped at the store on
Dec. 13,2024, and when I en-
tered, I could hardly believe
my eyes! That orchid was
spectacular. The pot holding
this big plant is probably a
container that holds three
gallons.

This orchid is unlike any
I have tried to grow. It has
smaller leaves, and a lot of
leaves, unlike the ones you
can purchase at Walmart
that have much larger leaves
and only three or four.

Anyone who has grown an
orchid knows the roots lay
above the potting soil, curled,
winding around, overriding
themselves until they look
like a pile of brush.

This orchid usually has
three or four arms that go
up and then stretch out. The
beautiful, lavender-pink-
white blooms sit on these
arms, which look to be a foot
or more long from the bottom
of the arm to the top.

I have seen three or four
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arms of flowers on this orchid
over the years, but when I
entered the store this morn-
ing, I could hardly believe
what I was seeing. That
orchid had eight arms go-
ing up. Some were one long
arm, while others had split
off about halfway up with
shorter arms, and each one
was lined with flowers.

I don’t recall ever seeing
anything like this. Ruth said
in all the years she has had
this orchid, she has never
seen it bloom like this.

Ruth said that the orchid
requires two things—keep its
feet wet and leave it alone.
That’s what she does.

The last time I visited with
Ruth, two arms on the orchid
were starting to reach up
toward heaven.

I visited with Kathy on
May 22, and both arms were
covered with flowers. Only
God knows why this mag-
nificent show of beauty hap-
pened in December of 2024.

Violet R. Eye

ATTENTION: YANDEVANDER FAMILY

Our family reunion is upon us on
July 19 at 11 a.m. at Thorn Spring Park.

Looking forward to seeing

West Virginia Land Trust Is Protecting

West Virginia’s Past Through Conservation

By Stephen Smoot

The West Virginia Land Trust, along with
partners such as county farmland protection
boards, help to preserve the landscape and the
traditions that those who have lived in it have
followed for generations.

Says Amy Cimarolli, land protection program
director of the West Virginia Land Trust, “Our
mission 1s to protect places and keep them in
trust (to) provide a public benefit.” Their work
“helps keep West Virginia’s diverse natural
history in place.”

In Pendleton County, the organization
reached even further into the past. A couple
and friend purchased a historic farm that dated
back to the French and Indian War, then moved
there from Washington, D.C.

Avery and Dan Ouellette were joined by their
friend, Mark Mueller, in obtaining the Trumbo
farm along the South Fork of the South Branch
of the Potomac River, generally shortened lo-
cally to “South Branch.” Said Avery Ouellette,
“We wanted to be thoughtful about nature and
the agricultural aspects to preserve.”

The farm also contains a historic cabin, one
of the first white settlements in the area, as
well as a church that operated as a sister to
a nearby facility until modern times. It had
fallen into disrepair until lovingly restored by
the current owners.

The Ouellette family shared that working
with West Virginia Land Trust “really was an
amazing process.” They helped the family to
obtain a conservation easement to lock the land
in for farming in perpetuity.

West Virginia Land Trust also worked with
the Summers County Commission, as well as
state and federal agencies, to protect a 600-
acre farm, a third of which predated American
independence.

The family of Richard Dickson found for
themselves an ideal piece of land approximately
250 years ago. As the 13 colonies sorted out
whether they wanted reform or independence,
Dickson settled on 185 acres and built a log
cabin to house his family. Six decades later,
obviously finding prosperity in the place, the
Dicksons purchased enough acreage to give
them an even 600.

In the early decades of the Republic, a well-
traveled turnpike, now US 219, ran past the
farm, bringing visitors both common and no-
table. The property envelops one of the most
productive usable natural springs in the state,
as well as two miles of Second Creek, a popular
recreational site.

Said Page Dickson, one of the current fam-
ily owners, “I want to make sure that future
generations can enjoy what we have been so

fortunate to inherit.”

“They came to us and said ‘we need the land
trust,” explained Cimarolli. The family had
remained dedicated to stewardship of their
family ancestral land that included a historic
grist mill, but needed support in maintaining it.

They engaged a number of stakeholders, in-
cluding the Summers County Commission and
federal officials from U.S. Fish and Wildlife, the
national park service, and others. The land will
not only be preserved as much as possible in its
natural and historic state, but also in such a
way as that people can enjoy it responsibly. “We
partner with groups to co-develop with entrance
ways, signage” and other needed elements.

State support came in part from the Outdoor
Heritage Conservation Fund in the West Vir-
ginia Department of Commerce.

“I'm thankful to the land trust for all of the
work that’s been done toward fashioning this
easement so that our land and its history can
be preserved and protected,” said Joe Dickson,
part-owner of the property. “The fact that our
family has held on to the original settlement
for so many generations is extremely rare. The
exceptional beauty and seclusion of the area
makes the land worth saving from develop-
ment,” he said.

West Virginia Land Trust also assisted with
the development of a walking trail to link sites
on the property together.

The slate of potential partners depends on
the nature of the preservation and conservation
plan. West Virginia Land Trust has worked
with Civil War heritage groups for historic sites,
Trout Unlimited to preserve and create pristine
fishing areas, and much more.

The West Virginia Land Trust website offers
ways to both protect land and support their ef-
forts. A button that reads “Protect Your Land”
leads to the application process while donors
can make tax-deductible contributions to the
registered 501 © 3 organization.

Though they have not labored in Harrison
County yet, they have contributed to projects in
Monongalia County. The work they have done
statewide could help to benefit historic lands in
the region that could otherwise lose their rural
and historic character forever.

Additionally, the projects done in Monroe
and Pendleton counties show how to preserve,
protect, and promote outside of having increas-
ingly cash-strapped state, federal, and local
governments do the overwhelming share of the
spending and work.

“There’s so much beauty and wealth of land
in West Virginia to protect,” Cimarolli shared,
adding that “we do as much as we can. We fit
in as many projects as we can and we are really
good at finding them.”

DNR Releases Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Summary

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es has announced that new hunting regulations for
the 2025-2026 seasons went into effect July 1 with
the release of the annual Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Summary.

“These changes reflect our ongoing commitment
to responsible wildlife management while support-
ing West Virginia’s strong hunting traditions,”
said Brett McMillion, WVDNR director. “With
world-class opportunities across the state, we
encourage all hunters to take time to review the
new regulations before heading afield this fall.”

The regulations summary is available to down-
load at WVdnr.gov/hunting-regulations. Hunters
who wish to obtain a printed copy should contact
their local hunting and fishing license agent
or WVDNR district office. Copies will also be
available at the WVDNR’s operations center in
Elkins and headquarters at the state Capitol in
Charleston.

In addition to updates to big and small game
season dates and open counties, major changes
outlined in the summary include:

*Implementation of deer carcass transportation
regulations in Grant County and baiting and feed-
ing restrictions in Pendleton County;

*Removal of minimum youth age restrictions
for youth seasons;

*Removal of maximum caliber restriction for
hunting coyotes at night;

* Elimination of the Small Arms Hunting Stamp
(Class A1) for handgun hunting; and

*Use of UAVs and one leashed dog now permit-
ted to track and locate mortally wounded deer,
bear, wild turkey and wild boar.

In addition to reviewing the regulations, hunters
are reminded to purchase their 2025 West Virginia
hunting license and stamps before the seasons
start this fall. To purchase a license and stamps,
visit WVhunt.com.

EYE FAMILY REUNION

Thorn Spring Park Pavilion

Annual

Sunday, July 6

Franklin

South Mill Creek

Church of the Brethren
Near Mozer

Saturday, July S+ 4 p.m. - ?

Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers, Hotdogs
Ham Sandwiches, French Fries
Homemade Ice Cream, Cakes & Pies

Note of Thanks

The Membership and Officers and the
Administrative side of the Franklin Volunteer Fire
Department would like to shout out to all that
cleaned the food stands and the firehouse floor and
washed all the trucks and the windows. Unfortu-
nately, we had a structure fire that morning and
our trucks were very dirty at the time.

It is truly very much appreciated by the
Franklin Volunteer Department members. It’s
nice to have people support us in the county like
you do. :

Thank You and God Bless You.

Sincerely,

Q
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a large group this year.

HoPE YOU CAN COME!

LiovyD & BLANCHE 4.,

HAMMER REUNION
Sunday, July 6

Eat at 1 p.m.

Ruddle Park
Come and Enjoy the Afternoon

Our Sincere Tl E(an@s

Thank you to family and friends for their kindness,
support, and condolences during the loss of our beloved
mother, Twila Eye. Your presence, cards, flowers, meals
and thoughtful gestures brought comfort and peace
during this difficult time. Special thanks to the staff of
Pendleton Manor for their care and Basagic Funeral
Home for their services.

Franklin Volunteer Fire Department We appreciate your love and support. \\‘ln’, Please Bring Covered Dish and
Evers Turner, Secretary The Twila Eye Family ,\EE@N;(L)Y{:. Your Family Photos
Terry Hedrick, President L Denise, Dana, Mark and Donita } ”’/)\I(\‘ Euveryone o welcome!

Program begins at 10:30 a.m.
Potluck Lunch To Follow

90th
Birthday Card Shower

[ ]
July 6 HAppY

BIRTHDAY
Norman Black

61 Shafter Run Road

Send Cards to: Seneca Rocks, WU 26884

The descendants of
Noah and Rebecca Teter Warner

ANNUAL REUNION

Sunday, July 6 ¢ 12 noon - 4 p.m.

Clinton Hedrick Community Building
Riverton
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30 Years Ago
Week of July 6, 1995

Pendleton County
One of 6 Places
In National Food Study

Six communities selected
from across the nation will
serve as development sites
for a local food systems
project directed by a Western
Maryland University political
scientist. One is Pendleton
County.

The six sites selected are
located in Los Angeles, CA;
Berkshire County, MA;
Rochester, NY; Pittsburgh,
PA; Austin, TX; and Pendleton
County. More than 60 such
groups inquired about the
national project and 16
applied for the six available
slots.

Over the next two years,
each of the six groups will
receive general advice and
technical assistance from
the national project teams
as well as travel grants for
four people from each area to
attend planning workshops.
Each group also will receive a
collection of written resources
to use in developing a local
food policy organization.

The six groups, when
joined with several existing
municipal food policy councils,
are expected to serve as a
foundation for a nationwide
network of such organizations.

DAHMER

Two Inches of Rain
Falls in 40 Minutes
In Dahmer Gap

Heavy showers of two inches
of rain fell in the space of 40
minutes in Dahmer Gap on
June 26. W. A. Dahmer, who
lives near the head of Dahmer
Gap, stated the stream of
water was higher than the
great flood of 1985. During
this long rainy spell, five and
one-half inches was recorded
at Dahmer. This rain caught
a number of farmers in their
hay harvest, but it sure made
things in the garden, field
corn and pastures grow like
magic.

50 Years Ago
Week of July 3, 1975

Fate of Crank-Type
Phones at Stake
In Friday Hearing

The question of whether
the old crank-type telephone
now in use in the North Fork
section of Pendleton County
will be replaced by the modern
dial telephone was debated
at length last Friday at an
all day hearing conducted
by the West Virginia Public
Service Commission in the
Pendleton County Courthouse
in Franklin.

The North Fork section
of Pendleton County is one
of the few remaining places
in the United States where
the old crank-type telephone
still is in use. Since the
application has been made
to replace it, feature stories
on the present system have
appeared i1n metropolitan
newspapers in Washington,
D. C., Pittsburgh, Los Angeles
and others throughout the

Blauch
Brothers, Inc.

United States.

The present system is made
up of two separate companies,
the Macksville Mutual
Telephone Association and the
Circleville Mutual Telephone
System Association. They
have a combined number of
418 members.

Also indicated there are 458
subscribers for service in the
new system and that 189 of
that number presently do not
have telephone service but
desire it.

It Takes Experts
To Make Proper Use
Of Hoe and Hose

The hoe and the hose should
be used only by experts. Does
that include you? I imagine it
does, but you’d be surprised to
know how many folks do not
know how to use these garden
implements properly.

If a garden soil has been
properly prepared, there’s
no reason to cultivate or hoe
the garden other than to
control weeds. And hoeing or
cultivating to control weeds
should be done only in the top
inch to an inch-and-a-half of
the soil.

Frequent, shallow watering
is harmful. Water should be
applied to one area just as fast
as it will soak into the soil,
with no run-off, for a period of
45 minutes to an hour. Then
move to another area and
repeat the process.

Even in extremely dry
weather, it 1s advisable not
to water more often than once
each week.

A Little Weather
You Can Do
Something About

The old adage that “everyone
talks about the weather, but
nobody does anything about
it” no longer rings so true.

At any rate, when
you're talking about “little
weather’—technically known
as microclimate—it’s the
weather that immediately
surrounds every house and
yard. Today, microclimates
can be controlled through our
own efforts, even though in
limited fashion.

There are a variety
of techniques to modify
immediate weather, including
how to harness the sun,
wind, and water to make the
weather warmer or cooler,
more windy or less, humid
or dry.

Surprisingly, what you do
to your microclimate outside
your home will have a definite
effect inside your home.

Tests by agricultural
stations of state universities
show that the climate outside
the house has a definite effect
upon the climate within it.

Deciduous trees provide
shade which can reduce the
heat inside the house by 20
to 40 degrees, help eliminate
“attic furnace” and give you
protection from the hot glare
of the sun.

Trees act as natural air
conditioners, improving your
living outdoors and indoors,
as well as conserving money
and energy.

There are various other
ways to make your own
climate cooler. Vines, planted

NOW SERVING

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

“Enriching Lives”

PENDLETON COUNTY

Commercial & Residential Plumbing Services

We Can Clear
ANY
Clogged Drain!

Harrisonburg Office (Headquarters)
911 Chicago Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

(540) 434-2589

www.blauchbrothers.com
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ground cover, even the lawn
will help create coolness.

Lawns not only reduce heat,
but also contribute to noise
and dust control.

A garden pool is a good
example of how to harness
water to create a cooler
climate.

Color can be a factor for
cooling or heating. Lighter
colors reflect more than
darker ones which tend to
absorb the sun’s heat.

In addition more paved area
around a home makes for a
warmer climate inside.

Trees play the part of
windbreakers in the winter
when properly placed around
a home. Windbreaks, natural
and artificial, have a warming
effect.

Windbreaks can help you
enjoy your garden more.
Hedges, covered patios, lath
enclosures are just some of the
techniques to use to control
the wind and climate.

Microclimates, the little
weathers clustered about
every house and yard, are
the only ones over which we
can exert any control through
our own individual efforts.
Thoughtful orientation of
structures and plantings can
increase or lessen radiation.

60 Years Ago
Week of June 30, 1965

EDITORIALS

Present Law Does Only
Half a Job ———

West Virginia’s United
States Senators Jennings
Randolph and Robert C.
Byrd have acted to correct
a situation which long has
imposed an injustice upon
11 West Virginia counties.
Senators Randolph and Byrd
have introduced in Congress
a bill which would permit a
portion of the proceeds from
the operation of national
forest lands to be returned
to the counties in which
national forest land is located
and distributed in the same
manner in which the real
estate taxes on the land would
have been distributed if the
land was still privately owned
and subject to taxation.

The West Virginia counties
affected by the present method
of distributing the local share
of national forest income, and
their respective acreages of
national forest land are as
follows: Pocahontas 276,840,
Randolph 170,263, Pendleton
108,871, Greenbrier 98,843,
Tucker 93,702, Webster
14,126, Preston 3,891, and
Hampshire 2,645.

70 Years Ago
Week of June 30, 1955

Four Inducted In June

Four Pendleton County
men were inducted into the
Army June 17, S. F. Retterer,
clerk of the local draft board,
announced today.

The new inductees, who
were transported to Fairmont
in Simmons’ Cab, are Ralph
A. Bennett, Jennings
H. Hartman, Franklin D.
Hartman and William L.
Heavener.

No Extension
For Old License Plates

There will be no extension
of West Virginia’s auto license
plates this year past the
expiration date of July 1 and
persons who have failed to
obtain new plates should get
them immediately, Joseph P.
Condry, commissioner of the
West Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles, said this
week.

Condry stated that the
department, by working day
and night for the past two
months, has been able to
keep up with orders for new
licenses and that so far some
290,000 of an estimated final
total of around 330,000 “A”
licenses have been issued.
Persons ordering license
plates by mail should allow
about four days, one day each
way for mailing time and
about two days for processing,
he said.

67,583 1bs. Wool Sold
Through Local Pool

Two hundred sixty-five
farmers pooled 67,583 pounds
of wool and mohair through
the Pendleton County
wool pool last week. The
advance payment on the wool
and mohair amounted to
$28,929.52.

80 Years Ago
Week of June 29, 1945

WEEKLY NEWS
ANALYSIS

TRACTORS

For Overseas

To enable cultivation of
2,900,000 acres capable of
producing 1,500,000 tons of
cereals, 14,500 tractors will be
sent to 11 European countries
by the United Nations
Relief and Rehabilitation
administration to help them
raise their own foodstuffs
and thus ease the serious
food situation imperiling the
continent.

With 13,000 of the tractors
to be built in this country and
the other 1,500 in Britain, the
machines will be distributed
among paying and non-paying
countries alike.

For the paying countries,
France will receive 3,798;
Italy, 810; Netherlands, 530;
Norway, 330; Belgium, 150;
and Denmark, 70. Of the
non-paying nations, Poland
will obtain 3,256; Yugoslavia,
2,500; Czechoslovakia, 1,500;
Greece, 1,261; and Albania,
25.

MOUTH OF SENECA
“The Jeep”

Back in 1940 we heard
and read so much about
our modern “Jeep” that
we assumed it was a war
machine equivalent to a 60
or 70 ton tank and when the
Army was about to move into
“Seneca Camp” we were on
the highway, U.S. 33, our
attention was attracted by
unusual and terrific rumbling
and roaring and we assumed
a mighty Jeep was bearing
down on us and for safety, we
would jump behind a large
tree, but the Jeep proved to

Offering In-Home:

PENDLETON

HOME HEALTH
SERVICES

¢ Skilled Nursing
e Physical Therapy
¢ Occupational Therapy

* Speech Therapy

Serving Pendleton County Residents

For more information call
1-304-358-2320, ext. 3450

Pendleton Home Health Services is managed by

PENDLETON
MANOR

be a “mighty moving van.”
Well why give a little cart
like that such a funny name
when it came, I wondered? On
investigation of the records, I
find that on a pretty Sunday
in 1940, down at Ft. Myers,
Va., where they were going
to hold a Jeep demonstration
with a lot of “Top Kick” Army
officers present, and Maj.
General George A. Lynch
who swears during the week
but won’t swear on a pretty
Sunday, when he saw the
‘dern thing’ go up hill and
down hill, over ditches, logs,
etc., exclaimed, “Jeepers!
Creepers, what a machine.”
John Payne, the inventor of
it, rolled off of it, and said,
“General, you have christened
the machine “Jeep” and so it
goes.

The Ford and Bantom
Motor Companies made the
most of them, with Ford a way
out in front.

Speaking of Ford, I have
been informed that Henry is
going to purchase “The Willow
Run” plant and convert it into
a farm producing unit that
will make farm machinery so
cheap after the war that any
‘one horse farmer’ can buy it.

105 Years Ago
Week of July 2, 1920

REXRODE

The smallpox scare is over,
and forgotten.

The high cost of living is
still a live wire, and will likely
not soon be forgotten.

Farmers are busy plowing
corn and potatoes. The wheat
and hay harvest will soon be
on, and the next thing will be
something else.

Our road from Crabbottom
across Snowy Mountain is
now worked up in tip top
shape, and the tin lizzies go
whizzing along at a dangerous
speed now.

Amby Rexrode has
purchased a new buggy, and
says it will keep him dry no
matter how hard it rains.

Luther Mullenax was
trying his motor over our
new road Sunday. It is no
use for the Dry Run Scribe
to poke his proboscis this
way to smell for moonshine
for the best us poor sinners
ever get i1s a little old hen
not half sweetened. While in
this section they have it in a
more condensed form, good
enough for teacher’s agents,
church going people, and
even praying men to whet
up a little on when the spirit
does not move strong enough,
Selah.

DAHMER

Work on the new Lutheran
church near Mitchell is
progressing nicely under the
supervision of Willie Harper.

Since wool seems to be at
a low ebb, Mrs. Dollie M.
Propst has decided to use the
old time method and make
some good stout homespun
cloth that wears longer and
better than any other.
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Smith Creek/

Friends Run
by Dave Ellis

What a rainstorm this area
had on Friday! More than 4
inches of rain fell in a two-hour
period. Mauzy Gap Road on the
Smith Creek side and Route
220 south of Franklin were
washed out. The department
of highway workers cleaned up
the rocks and mess.

Smith Creek and Friends
Run Churches of the Brethren:
shut-ins — Bucky Moyers,
Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Sandra
Vandevander, Larry Moyers,
Sandy Washburn, Mary Alice
Simmons, Anna Lee Mitchell
and Carol Propst; prayer list
— Richard Campbell, Joshua
Shirk, Ava George, Roberta
Bennett, Kenny Williams,
Dennis Mitchell, Debbie Horst,
Neal Eye, Donald Burns, Ruth
Bauer, Rick Waggy, Anna
Mauzy, Gloria Moats, Rutha-
lene Judy, Frankie Judy, Da-
vid Berg, Tim and Dee Mec-
Cormick, Jim Judy, Jessie
Simmons, Minny Rhoads, Phil
Downs, Larry Rexrode, Bill
Snyder, Troy Bennett, Jim
Fawley, Tom and Judy Borror,
Bob and Brenda Sites, Judith
Ours, Nancy and Tony George,
David M. Hartman, George
Hevener, Tonya Simon, Danny
Nelson, David M. Parkinson,
Cleo Simmons, Tom Butter-
worth, Sherry Hedrick, Bobby
Parsons, Robert Bennett, Mary
Alice Evick, Rick Phares, Virgil
“Bub” Yokum, Hannah He-
drick, Barbara Judy Harman,
Joyce Calhoun, John Moyers,
Norma Auville, Shana John-
son, Chuck Hiett, Betty Smith,
Gretta Pope, Chase Shepke,
Woody and Libby Hoover, Dora
Rawlings, Sherry Chambers,
Ginger Kimble and Phyllis
Downs.

Prayer thought: “Dear Fa-
ther, thank you that I can let
go of all my worries, fears and
anxieties, knowing that you're
in complete control.”

High and low temperatures
and precipitation for June 23
through June 29, followed by
the same for last year, were as
follows: June 23 - 95°, 65° (86°,
64°, .127), June 24 - 92°, 67°
(79°, 62°, .02”), June 25 - 91°,
66° (87°, 52°), June 26 - 92°,
67° (88°, 62°, .36”), June 27 -
84°, 67°, 4.18” (86°, 62°), June
28 - 89°, 66°,.17” (84°, 55°) and
June 29 - 83°, 64°, .15” (90°,
68°,.09”).

Call me for a quote

oo StateFarm’

Agent

78 Maple Avenue, PO Box 280
Franklin, WV 26807-0280

Bus: 304-358-2217
Cell: 304-668-2217
jim@jimbrowninsurance.com

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Your local agent
for home & auto

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX




Circuit Riders Were Tasked with Ministering in Remote Areas

Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

One of the last “circuit riders” whose duty was to perform
pastoral services to the remote areas where there was no pas-
tor available was William McInturff Sibert. He was born Jan.
6, 1835, at Powell’s Fort Valley, Virginia. On Nov. 18, 1858, he
married his first wife, Rebecca C. Clem (Feb. 23, 1833 - Feb. 22,
1867). They had a daughter, Julia Theodora Lydia Rebecca Sib-
ert. Rebecca died at Julia’s birth. William’s second marriage was
in 1870 to Sarah Elizabeth Hahn. They had 11 children, one of
them being Estella Wilhelmina. Estella married Loy Hively and
from that union, they had several children, including Virginia
Hively Propst who is 102 years old.

Rev. William Sibert was a man of many talents — teacher,
farmer, minister, and assemblyman. A man known for his great
stamina made his ministry quite distinguishable. The congrega-
tions he served entailed great distances from each other. Typi-
cally, 200-500 miles on the route were served. To understand
the enormity of his task, one only needs to take a look at the
distance he travelled. Exhaustion, animal attacks, illness, and
unfriendly encounters were constant threats. Sibert would have
to spend the night with any family who would put him up, and
eat whatever was available to him.

Circuit riders were responsible to visit once or twice a year
in the given area or circuit, to minister weddings, baptisms,
confirmations, counseling, funerals, and sermons. They visited
each church regularly on this circuit. Since they rode horseback/
mule to go from church to church, they came to be known as
“circuit riders.”

Silbert was quite skilled with the art of conversation. Encoun-
tering travelers along the way, his mule would automatically
stop knowing full well, that the conversation might take quite
a while!

He was also a representative from Shenandoah County to the
General Assembly of Viriginia, 1857-1858, 1859-1861, and then
representing Rockingham County 1875-1877.

In time, the Sibert name was changed to “Seybert.” He passed
March 6, 1910, and is buried at the Pine Hill Cemetery in Bran-
dywine. His descendants are far flung, with several living locally
at Sinnett’s Lane and Franklin.

Little instructions to keep one happy include the following:

1. Never discuss money with people who have much more or
much less than one does.

L —TRACTORS
—TRUCKS
—MEMORABILIA
—COLLECTIBLES
SHOW _¢q0p avalLaBLE
Barrel Train Rides ¢ Kid’s Pedal Pull
AUCTION SATURDAY THE 12" @ 2:30pm

(Proceeds to benefit the Chapter and Relay for Life team)
JULY 11,12 & 13
Outside & Inside Displays

RGN,

ree
: ApMISSION

Rockingham County Fairgrounds
4808 South Valley Pike ¢ Harrisonburg, VA

FOR INFO: www.ihcofva.com/summer—show

Seeking Part-time
1 Adde Hel
S OTOMAC elp

Hardware Applicants must be able
Franklin to do the following:

e Work part-time and have flexibility to work weekends and
different hours

e Great communication and customer service

e A positive attitude and a willingness to learn

Some knowledge about tools and hardware (it’s a plus, but

not a deal breaker)

Lift up to 90 pounds

Loading and unloading freight

Drive truck and trailer to deliver equipment rentals

Must have valid driver’s license

Snow plowing during winter, if needed

e Perform other duties as they arise or as needed.
Applications can be picked up at Potomac Hardware

ARMENTROUT AUCTIONS

PUBLIC AUCTION

Saturday, July 12+ 10 a.m.

15 Weaver Lane, Brandywine
(entrance across from Brandywine Lake)

Personal Property: Box trap, lawn chairs, 2 push mow-
ers, garden tools, smoker, electric tiller, power washer,
garden wagon, upright freezer, meat grinder on bench,
Yard Machine back tine tiller, Caldwell Lead sled (pis-
tol rest), reloading equipment, digital scale, dies, books,
tumbler, bullet and molds, fishing rods and reels, pedes-
tal grinder, climber tree stand, Delta drill press (table
top), % socket and ratchet set, misc. sockets, picks, shov-
els, rakes, tater fork, splitting mauls, jack stands, router
table and router, sand blaster cabinet, 6 hp 60-gallon
stand up compressor, motorcycle lift, gas power chipper
(like new), 3-ton floor jack, 2 chainsaws, leaf blower,
Coleman Maxa 5000 generator, portable air tank, Jer-
ry cans, gas cans, shop vacuum, aluminum 4-wheeler
ramps, car ramps, and blue jars and zinc lids, #13 blue
jar, lots of crafts and crafts supplies, scented candles,
outdoor storage unit (vinyl), end stand and lamps, cookie
jars, wooden roll top desk, several flat screen TVs, din-
ing room set (cherry), table with 6 chairs, China cabi-
net, side table, buffet, bunk beds, Christmas trees and
decorations, mini fridge, bedroom set with 2 tall chest
of drawers, dresser with mirror, bed and 2 night stands,
book shelves, stands and shelving. Many items like new.

Unique Items: 1959 Keyser Willy Jeep original 4-cylin-
der Hurricane engine, wooden bench from Brandywine
church, one piece with 2 desks out of Brandywine post
office and LOTs of Gone with the Wind collection.

Terms: Cash or good check with photo ID
on day of sale.
We reserve the right to reject any and all bids.
Not responsible for accidents. Food will be available.
Announcements on day of sale take precedence
over any printed material.

Owner:
Mark Robinson

Auctioneers
Dexter Armentrout, 1420
304-567-2201

Sara Silbert and the Rev. William Silbert are pictured. Photo is
courtesy of Virginia H. Propst, a granddaughter of the last circuit
rider.

2. Be onée’s spouse’s best friend.

3. Hug one’s children after discipling them.

4. Teach one’s children the value of money and the importance
of saving.

5. Smile a lot. It costs nothing and is beyond price.

June 21, the summer solstice, is the day with the longest pe-
riod of daylight and shortest night of the year in the northern
hemisphere. This is when the sun, in the northern hemisphere,
is at its highest position. This past week heralded notably high
temperatures which is most unusual for this time of the year.
Temperatures, which bore the likeness of July’s and August’s
humidity and heat, was quite the talk of the community. Rainfall
in this neighborhood has been scant compared to elsewhere in
the county.

Quotes for the week are as follows:

“My father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give another
person: He believed in me.” — Jim Valvano

“Don’t go backwards; you've already been there.” — Ray
Charles

“I don’t think there’s anything on this planet that more trum-
pets life than the sunflower.” — Helen Mirren

“To care for those who once cared for us is one of the highest
honors.” — Tia Walker

Sitting by the pool is the best way to hear the “Talk of the
Grove.”

Returning from a week at Camp Luther, a church camp at
Cowen, was Macie Mitchell, daughter of Brandon and Cara
Mitchell. Others from the county also attending this same camp
were Olivia Caplinger and Rosyln Nesselrodt.

Shaun, Leslie and Ava Bowers flew to Denver, Colorado. They
drove through four states and explored eight national parks.
They enjoyed the beautiful scenery which was quite different
from Sugar Grove. Their vacation was wonderful, to say the least.

Ruben and Krista Nieves of Boca Raton, Florida, have re-
turned to their home after visiting a week in the home of Willard
and Judy Rader, along with other relatives and friends. Friday,
Bob and Marti Fisher and Ed Rader were visitors. On Saturday,
Willard, Judy, Ruben and Krista enjoyed a dinner and visiting
at Benny and Linda Custer’s residence.

The South Fork Volunteer Fire Department did it again. The
lawn party was a huge success. Saturday evening’s parade was
enjoyed, as well as the food. But most of all, the fireworks that
lit the sky with many dazzling, colored displays mesmerized
the attendees.

Anyone wishing to send Phil Downs a get-well card, his ad-
dress is VMRC, Oak Lea Room #100, 1475 Virginia Ave., Har-
risonburg, VA 22802.

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:

* A cockroach has 12 heart chambers.

* The bullfrog never sleeps.

*Coca Cola was invented in 1892.

A\ROCKS

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Circleville
Is Hiring for a Part-time

Customer Service Representative!

e Seeking a friendly, organized and customer
service driven individual to support with the office
and reservation operations

¢ Candidate can expect to work 20-30 hours per
week during the peak season (June through

mid-October)
Apply today at endlesshorizonsva.com

Josh Nesselrodt, 2279

The Pendleton County
Board of Education

Is Once Again Selling Surplus
Bus/Fleet Inventory - Bus #7704

Please visit the website below if you are
interested in bidding on this bus.
The deadline for online submission of bids is
3 p.m. July 9, 2025.
Interested parties may inspect any of the fleet by contacting
Charles Miller for an appointment at 304-358-2588

between 8 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Monday through Friday,
during non-holiday hours

https://www.publicsurplus.com/

Only public institutions sell their items on this site.
Under REGION, select West Virginia
Under AGENCY, select Pendleton County Schools
Select VIEW ALL AUCTIONS for

Pendleton County School District

*Maine is the only United States state with one syllable long.

*Indonesia is the only country, home to the most volcanoes.

July birthdays include Dennis Mitchell, Dale Kile and Jordan
Hevener Ronek, first; Elaine Rexrode and Vernon Wimer, fourth;
James Ryan, fifth; Gary Pitsenbarger, sixth; Patricia Rexrode
and Kathy Kile, ninth; John Clinton Bowers II, 10th; D. Olin
Hoover, Blair Mitchell, Terry Ryan and Jerry Lambert, 12th;
Bruce Smith, 13th; Deloris Simmons, 14th; Janet Judy, 15th;
Sharon Scott, 16th; and Kenny Wilfong, 17th.

Concerns are for Mike Adams, the Bob Adamson family,
Charles Anderson, John Ashley, Roger Ashley, Mercedes Au-
mann, Dave Basagic, Allen Beachler, Liz and Mick Bodkin, “Bo”
Boggs, Larry Byers, Joyce Calhoun, Marie Cole, Stanley Dahmer,
Phil Downs, Jennifer Errett, Isaac Eye, Marie Eye, Mary Eye,
Carl Gant, David Gillispie, Patsy Green, JC Hammer, Sharon
Harr, Steve and Armanda Heavner, Hannah Hedrick, Jack and
Starr Hedrick, Chuck and Tracy Hiett, Jim Hiner, Evan Hise,
Tim Hively, Henry Hodges, Edsel and Mary Ann Hogan, Julia
Homan, Keith Hoover, Delbert Olin Hoover, Debbie Horst, Bob
and Cynthia Hurry, Linda Jones, Richard Judy, Marsha Keller,
Tara Kelley, Tom and Kim Kline, Tracie Knight, Laura Kropp,
Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Rex Landis, Donna Mallow,
Roger and Skip Mallow, Audree Marsh, Anna Mauzy, Ed May,
Gene and Joan McConnell, Gary McDonald, Neil McLaughlin,
Rose Miller, Bruce Minor, Tom Mitchell, Barbara Moats, Gloria
Moats, Jim Moats, Helen Nash, Aaron Nelson, Dwight Nelson,
Ruth Nelson, Cheryle Paine, Terri Parker, Andy Pond, Wayne
Price, Daniel and Debbie Propst, Janice Propst, Alda Propst,
Janis Propst, Marilyn Propst, Mike Propst, Sheldon Propst,
Virginia Propst, Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, Tom Rader, Wil-
lard Rader, Brandon Reel, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy Rexrode,
Linda Fay Rexrode, Bernie Sasscer, the Sylvia Schrader family,
Annie Simmons, Erin Simmons, Eva Simmons, Greg Simmons,
Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, Robbie Sites, Mike Skiles, Ed
and Carolyn Smith, Natalie Stephenson, Tina Stuben, Steve
Stump, Linda and Larry Vandevander, Sandra Vandevander,
Amy Vaus, Estelle and Don Wagner, Mary Louise Waldschlager,
Amby Waybright, Jr., Mike Waybright, Rene White, Sherry
Wilfong, Judy Williams and Ann and Ed Wimer.

McCoy Graduates
From Iowa State

William “Billy” McCoy of Franklin graduated May 16 from
TIowa State University in Ames, Iowa.
He earned a bachelor of science degree in animal science.

Barbour Earns
Degree from JMU

Caden Barbour of Franklin graduated in May from James
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. He earned a
master of science degree in accounting.

Ceely Named
To Dean’s List

Kiersten Ceely of Franklin has been named to the Dean’s
List at James Madison University for the spring semester.
She is pursuing a bachelor of science degree in elementary
education.

Students who earn dean’s list honors must carry at least
12 graded credit hours and earn a grade point average of
between 3.5 and 3.899.

PENDLETON
Community Care, Inc.

Harman Health Center

e Ane
HIRING

Jain our medical center and be
part of a compassionate team
committed to delivering
excellent patient care

RN / CARE MANAGER

Must have a valid RN License
Full-time hours

Benefits

Located in our Harman Office

APPLY NOW

Submit your resume to:
jwimer@pcc-nfc.org

NOW HIRING

CLASS A CDL DRIVER
FOR FUEL TRANSPORT

—

$65,000 - $85,000
ANNUALLY
7-9 Loads per week
Home every night!

Locations in Petersburg,
WV and Romney, WV
No wait time to unload!

Salary paid by load. Benefits include: paid time off, paid holidays,
uniform allowance, 401K retirement, Blue Cross Blue Shield health
insurance for employee and family, short term disability, and life
insurance. ALL FREE to employees.

PETERSBURG
OIL COMPANY

DEPENDABLE SERVICE SINCE 1929
PETERSBURG, WV

If interested, please call 304-257-4440.
Applications can be picked up in the main office at Petersburg Oil Company.

112 S. Grove St., Petersburg, WV 26847
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FES Students Recognized for Academic Achievements

Franklin Elementary School has released the following

awards for the fourth nine-weeks grading period.
A Honor Roll

1A (Ruddle) — Raiden Boggs, Mason Hinkle, Silas
Kain, Colin Kirk, Alby Nesselrodt, Makinley Simon,
Violet VanMeter, Jada Verdoni and Genevieve Wimer;

1B (Nicely) — Craig Bussard, Silas Flanigan, River Gil-
ley, Carlea Hedrick, Hallie Hedrick, Harper Hedrick, Colt
Hiett, Addyson Horton, Ellanore Hoover, Macie Kirk,
Waylon Ours, Richard Spillars-Auville and Gia Verdoni;

2A (Mowery) — Charli Hiett and Eve Hott;

2B (George) — Anasen Bishop, Kinley Minor, Jase Mit-
ters, Braylee Propst, Maci Raines and Bryson Rexrode;

3A (Kimble) — Lola Brooks, Madalyn Griffin, Hunter
Hedrick, Ariel Martin, Maddie Nesselrodt, Emmett Sis-
son, Leah Wheeler and Colton Whetzel,;

3B (Dove) — Mattox Ayala, Madison Borror, Abbigail
Cayton, Mia Dudley, Urban Jones, Kaci Keller, Mason
Mowery, Rosalyn Nesselrodt, Rylan Stager and Natha-
nael Vincell;

4A (Griffin) — Gracie Hedrick and Dallis Hull;

4B (Eye) — Sicily Flanigan, Stella Halterman, Luke
Kimble, Adelynn Miller and Sunny Milstead;

5A (Triplett) — Raelynn Bergdoll, Harper Dempsey
and Bella Kimble;

5B (Plaugher) — Tinley Basagic, Bristol Bowers, Ella
Dudley, Gracelyn Mongold and Connor Raines;

6A (Cook) — Alaina Hedrick, Cambri Hiett, Alaska
Kimble and Madison Kirk; and

6B (Nine-Miller) — Roscoe Pownell, Braxton Beachler,
Eli Boyer and Chevelle Noble.

AB Honor Roll

1A (Ruddle) — Ruger Hartman, Jaylynn Hedrick and
Evelynn White;

2A (Mowery) — Trenton Bowers, Charles Caplinger,
Liam Cooper, Emma Humphrey, Madelyn Trenton and
Cash Varner;

2B (George) — Solomyn Bowers, Paisley Hott, Lane
Nesselrodt, Kylan Shriver and Ciara Smith.

3A (Kimble) — Keylan Bailey, Brinleigh Bishop,
Sloane Donnelly, Hailey Ferris, Chase George, Brantley
Hedrick, Paisley Jackson, Chandler Mauzy, Madison
Mongold and Kieley Wheeler;

3B (Dove) — Everly Bowers, Karson Fox, Finley
Harper, Dani Hoover, Alexis Michael, Kylie Raymond
and Ryan Thompson;

4A (Griffin) — Lukas Baldwin, Kyle Ice, Remington
Kimble, Landon Mallow, Ava Rose, Adalynn Severance
and Jaedynn Severance;

4B (Eye) — Greysen Eckard, Vince Herb, Nikolai
Miller, Eowyn Propst and Leah Puffenbarger;

5A (Triplett) — Olivia Caplinger, Arianna Cooper and
Wyatt Hott;

5B (Plaugher) — Julian Jackson, Claira Kimble, Bent-
ley McLane, Brantley Propst, Brynleigh Ruddle and
Paxton Traub;

6A (Cook) — Kenden Champ, Alexis Hedrick, Brey-
mann Keesecker, Tucker Minor, Addison Shreve, Acie
Tilley and Marion Williams; and

6B (Nine-Miller) — Sadie Armentrout, Emily Boggs, Is-
abella Cooper, Adalycia Davis, Emma Nesselrodt, Jayden
Parsons, Cambria Vanmeter and Cayli Vanmeter.

Citizenship

KA (Flanigan) — Brielle Raines and Easton Simmons;

1A (Ruddle) — Colin Kirk and Hugh Moyers;

1B (Nicely) — River Gilley and Richard Spillars-
Auville;

2A (Mowery) — Charli Hiett and Eve Hott;

2B (George) — Lane Nesselrodt and Jonah Seymour;

3A (Kimble) — Sloane Donnelly and Hunter Hedrick;

3B (Dove) — Everly Bowers and Karson Fox;

4A (Griffin) — Kyle Ice and Charlotte Kimble;

4B (Eye) — Leah Puffenbarger and Branson Purcell;

5A (Triplett) — Olivia Caplinger and Wyatt Hott;

5B (Plaugher) — Bristol Bowers and Connor Raines;

6A (Cook) — Carlee Alt and Jackson Moyers; and

6B (Nine-Miller) — Cambree Alt and Hayden Hartman.
Top 5 Accelerated Readers

1A (Ruddle) — Makinley Simon (73 points), Silas Kain
(68 points), Genevieve Wimer (54 points), Mason Hinkle
(53 points) and Violet VanMeter (51 points);

1B (Nicely) — Carlea Hedrick (98 points), Macie Kirk
(96.8 points), Addyson Horton (91 points), Hallie Hedrick
(86.6 points) and Ellanore Hoover (79.2 points);

2A (Mowery) — Emma Humphrey (33.2 points), Eve
Hott (29.3 points), Madelyn Trenton (28.1 points), Charli
Hiett (18 points) and Cash Varner (17.7 points);

2B (George) — Jase Mitters (110.3 points), Kylan
Shriver (82.7 points), Braylee Propst (77.5 points), Maci
Raines (73.8 points) and Kinley Minor (73.5 points);

3A (Kimble) — Chase George (78.2 points), Madison
Mongold (68 points), Maddie Nesselrodt (63.5 points),
Brinleigh Bishop (63.4 points) and Sloane Donnelly (62
points);

3B (Dove) — Mason Mowery (308.4 points), Urban
Jones (224.6 points), Abbigail Cayton (123.1 points),
Nathanael Vincell (103.3 points) and Rosalyn Nesselrodt
(91.9 points);

4A (Griffin) — Gracie Hedrick (105.3 points), Adalynn
Severance (70.2 points), Dallis Hull (70.1 points), Ava
Rose (69.6 points) and Landon Mallow (59.3 points);

4B (Eye) — Sunny Milstead (203.2 points), Eowyn
Propst (111.7 points), Branson Purcell (58.8 points),
Stella Halterman (56.7 points) and Krislee Hammer
(56.4 points);

5A (Triplett) — Bella Kimble (69.1 points), Olivia Ca-
plinger (64.1 points), Harper Dempsey (63.7 points), Rae-
lynn Bergdoll (62.3 points) and Wyatt Hott (60.2 points);

5B (Plaugher) — Connor Raines (80 points), Bristol
Bowers (68.6 points), Tinley Basagic (64 points), Grace-
lyn Mongold (63.7 points) and Claira Kimble (62 points);

6A (Cook) — Alaina Hedrick, Cambri Hiett, Madison
Kirk, Marion Williams and Breymann Keesecker; and
6B (Nine-Miller) — Eli Boyer (520.4 points), Braxton
Beachler (341.5 points), Roscoe Pownell (332.8 points),
Chevelle Noble (176.5 points) and Isabella Cooper (150.1
points).
Storybook Hero Club

PreKA — William Hedrick;

PreKB — Colson Bland, Cora Bowers, Samuel Crites,
Ryder Evans, Emery Griffin, Scarlette Plaugher and
Magnolia Warner;

KA (Flanigan) — Emerson Byers, Layla Dudley, Cath-
erine Eye, Rhett Hott, Liam Kesterson, Brielle Raines
and Olivia Seymour; and

KB (Edwards) — Cayde Ayala, Brielle Mauzy, Naomi
Nine-Miller, Marlee Simon, Marcus Smith, Amelia
Spillars-Auville, Connor Trenton and Bryer Wood.

Presidential Academic Award

(Requirements to earn this are having a 3.5+ GPA and
no Level 3 or 4 Behavior Violations.)

6A (Cook) — Blayke Bennett, Kenden Champ, Alaina
Hedrick, Alexis Hedrick, Cambri Hiett, Breymann
Keesecker, Alaska Kimble, Madison Kirk, Tucker Minor,
Addison Shreve and Marion Williams; and

6B (Nine-Miller) — Sadie Armentrout, Braxton
Beachler, Eli Boyer, Emma Nesselrodt, Chevelle Noble,
Roscoe Pownell, Cambria Vanmeter and Cayli Vanmeter.

Show Kids
You Care

SuGAR GROVE BUILDERS
Sugar Grove, WV

*Roofing

“Delight in
their

*Garages di ‘o9
Jeremy Swartzentruber SIS L5
304-249-1584 Pend|gt?:%2tut:ty%l;:¥1ers in
WV 060843 .

Prevention Team and

Search Institute

Principal’s Award
(Requirements to earn this are having a 3.0-3.4 GPA
and no Level 3 or 4 Behavior Violations.)
6A (Cook) — Carlee Alt and Acie Tilley; and
6B (Nine-Miller) — Cambree Alt, Emily Boggs, Isabella
Cooper, Remington Hedrick and Loralei Price.

Cook Earns
Master’s Degree

Hannah Cook of Brandywine graduated May 3 from
Bridgewater College in Bridgewater, Virginia. She received
a master of science degree in human resource management.

Martin Named
To Dean’s List

Alex Martin of Circleville has been named to the spring
Dean’s List or Adirondack Scholars honor at Paul Smith’s
College in Paul Smiths, New York.

County Students
Named to Dean’s List

Six Pendleton County students were named to West Vir-
ginia University Potomac State College’s Dean’s List for the
spring semester.

Earning this honor, along with their degree of study, were
Lindsey Smith of Franklin, agribusiness management;
Claire Cooney, elementary education, Caitlyn Cooper, nurs-
ing, and Ally Vance, elementary education, all of Seneca
Rocks; and Ashlyn Judy, health sciences, and Sarah Judy,
nursing, both of Upper Tract.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a student must be en-
rolled for at least 12 credit hours of graded courses, excluding
courses in which any grade of audit, pass or incomplete is
recorded, and must maintain a grade point average of 3.000

I TSENECA T/ASBURY'S

CAVERNS

FOURTH orJULY
CAR SHOW
0 *

x 4

JULY 4, 2025-12PM -6 PM

* CAR SHOW - $10 ENTRY PER CAR
* BLUEGRASS JAM SESSIONS
* CORNHOLE & HORSESHOES TOURNAMENTS

K

* AMERICAN FOOD - ICE CREAM
* CAVERNS & GEM MINING

Al

FRANKLIN OFFICE:

‘ WEDNESDAY, July Sth
9:30am - 11:30am

' FRIDAY, July 11th
8am - 12pm

HARMAN OFFICE:

TUESDAY, July 15th
» 3pm - 4pm g

\> PENDLETON

Community Care, Inc. el A
PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE
YOUR APPOINTMENT

(304) 358-2355 Pendleton Community Care
(304) 567-2101 North Fork Primary Care
(304) 227-4134 Harman Health Center

Check weekly for new dates!

Healthy Saturday
WWVUMedicine  July 12

GRANT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 6:00 am —9:00 am
AUXILIARY ASSOCIATION

e Limited to 200 people.

e Appointment Only ~ Please contact Julie Kesner
at 304-257-5806 by July 10, 2025, to register.

e No walk-ins.
® Masks are optional.

Profile 1 - $20 <« Profile 11 $25 ¢ Profile 111 (males only) - $30

A1C Test (offered by Judy’s Drug Store) - $20.00 g

P Vitamin B12 Test - $10
Vitamin D Test - $20
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The Region VIII Solid Waste Authority
Would Like Your Help In Keeping
Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral and
Pendleton Counties Clean and Litter Free

The Region VIII Solid Waste Authority would like to thank the many volunteer groups
and individuals across our region that are helping with litter control and roadside
cleanup programs. We are very fortunate to live in an area of incredible natural beauty.
The mountains, rivers, streams, and valleys that we call home will continue to attract
tourists and visitors that want to enjoy the scenic beauty of the Potomac Highlands.

The Region VIII Solid Waste Authority, the West Virginia Department of Environmen-

tal Protection, and the West Virginia Department of Highways would like your help in

keeping our region clean and litter free. Here are a few simple things that individuals
and groups can do to help ensure that the natural beauty of the area will be enjoyed by
our visitors and future generations:

» Please DO NOT throw trash out of your vehicle.

» Please make sure that trash is properly bagged when it is being put out at the curb for pickup
or covered by a tarp or net when it is being transported to the transfer station in an open
truck or trailer.

» Please consider becoming a volunteer under the Adopt-A-Highway program sponsored by
the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection and the West Virginia Department of
Highways. Call 1-800-322-5530 to volunteer.

» Please report illegal dumping to the Region VIII Solid Waste Authority (304) 257-2644 or the
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (304) 822-7266.

The Solid Waste Authority would also like to remind residents that WV Garbage

Disposal Laws (WV Code 22C-4-10) require each household and business to do

one of the following:

» Subscribe to, pay for and use a garbage collection service OR

» Provide proof they have properly disposed of their garbage at the transfer station at least once
every 30 days.

ALL loads entering the Northern and Southern Transfer Stations

are required to be properly secured with a tarp or netting. Loads

not properly secured will be refused.

Call the Region VIII Solid Waste Authority at (304) 257-2644
if you have any questions.

IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.




Without Volunteers, Fire Service

Continued From Page 1

Harrison County Commis-
sion president, Susan Thom-
as, stated that a study would
serve as a way to also examine
“the best way to fund this.”
Hinkle shared that lack of vol-
unteers afflicted the Harrison
County departments as much
as anyone else. He shared that
in his younger years that he
himself had served as a vol-
unteer firefighter, but that age
and increasing commitments
kept him from continuing.

Most volunteer fire depart-
ments face the same three
issues. Hardy County Com-
mission president, Steven
Schetrom, shared that “de-
clining volunteerism” repre-
sents one struggle, but rising
costs of equipment and other
necessities plus “uncertainty
related to permanent funding
solutions” places pressures
as well.

Although Hardy County,
Schetrom explained, must
contend with those three is-
sues, additionally “it faces
increased pressure because
it 1s so rural.” Rural services
face extra problems, he stated,
because though rural areas
generally have lower overall
costs for typical needs. “Hardy
County still has to pay the
market cost for needed fire
equipment.”

Mike Alt, who serves as
both training officer for the
Pendleton County Emergency
Rescue and chief of the Upper
Tract Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, echoed that concern,
stating that the cost of any
usable apparatus starts at
$500,000. He said that most
departments must settle for
“quality used equipment, if
you can find it.”

As Schetrom explained,
the Producer Price Index “for
machinery and equipment in-
creased by 19 percent between
January 2020 and March
2023.” Despite the sharp spike
in prices “local fire depart-
ment funding levels did not
increase by a corresponding
amount.”

Rising prices, he went on
to add “will continue to put
significant pressure, maybe
existential pressure, on rural
fire departments like those in
Hardy County.”

Alt stated that at UTVFD
“we get our $55,000 from
the state and $1,500 from
local governments with the
rest coming from donations.”
While fundraisers represent
a large part of a department’s
budget, Alt said, “You have
to run your fundraisers as a
business. If you don’t, you're

THE WILD
ROBOT

JULY 4

RATED PG

TOP GUN
MAVERIGK

JULY B

RATED PG-13

FREE ADMISSION
BOTH NIGHTS

Sponsored by
Pendleton County
Family Support
Center

Movie Starts at Dusk

Snack Bar Opens at 6 p.m.
Carryouts are welcome
Keep up-to-date at
WarnersDrivelnWV.org
or Facebook.com/WarnersDrivelnWV

3169 Petershurg Pike, Franklin, WV

going to fail.”

That means understanding
that efforts run up against
limited resources, such as the
time of personnel, the local ca-
pacity to participate, and the
patience of supporters to par-
ticipate in fundraising events.
Operate too many fundraising
drives, such as filling the boot
or mailing campaigns and
“you run it into the ground.”

Also, “I can’t run a spaghetti
dinner and run a ... call for
grandma at the same time,”
Alt commented.

Equipment and vehicle
costs continue to mount for
all departments. South Fork
Volunteer Fire Department in
Brandywine last fall received
delivery of a used tanker to
augment their fleet. At the
time, Jeff Bowers, SFVFD
president, shared that “com-
munity support is real big.” He
cited their annual lawn party
as an important community
and fundraising event. Also
“the fall letter drive is a real
big help.” Despite all that,
the department still needed
a grant to fill in the rest of
the cost.

Roy Bowers, chief of the
SEVFD, said last fall that “we
needed something more reli-
able because all our trucks are
getting age on them.” Other
departments in Pendleton
County have similar equip-
ment in service for decades.
He stated that “the oldest
pumper is in Sugar Grove”
and it was manufactured
when Richard Nixon was
president.

Volunteer fire departments
also rely heavily on their
auxiliary organizations. Al-
most every department has
stripped their monikers of
the name “ladies” because a
number of men have joined
the ranks of these groups to
pitch in and help where need-
ed. They run the fundraising
drives, put together the lawn
parties and chicken barbeques
that bring needed funds to
departments.

All the equipment in the
world cannot help a depart-
ment without sufficient fire-
fighters. Schetrom noted that
as volunteerism declines na-
tionally “more pressure is
placed on existing volunteers
and many of them are aging
out.”

Alt cited the decline of fire-
fighting families as part of
the problem The SVFD relies
heavily on the leadership
and experience of the Bowers
family members involvement.
Franklin VFD’s Brian DiFalco
is also seeing two of his sons
work to become part of that
service. This phenomenon
that served as the backbone
of many houses has fallen off
in recent generations.

MENU
Pendleton
Senior & Family

services
FmDAY, JuLy 4

LOSE|
Ci ED
MoONDAY, JULY 7
Cold Cuts Sub
Lettuce, Tomato & Onion
Dill Pickle, Chips
Grapes
TUESDAY, JULY 8
Baked Potato
W/Chili & Cheese
Broccoli
Blueberry/Jello Dessert
NATIONAL BLUEBERRY DAY
WEDNESDAY, JULY 9
Chicken Tenders
Hashbrown Casserole
Lima Beans
Mandarin Oranges
THURSDAY, JULY 10
Beans & Ham
Cheesy Potatoes
Stewed Tomatoes
Cornbread, Applesauce

Meal times are from 11:45
to 12:45. All meals served
with 2% milk & bread.
Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first.
Menus are subject to change.

304-358-2421

Alt also notes that the era
of pushing as many students
toward college has led to a loss
of status and respect for the
fundamental jobs that society
needs. Alt said, “Where do you
read anything where the cop
is good anymore?” Bringing
back a culture where the law
enforcement officer, the fire-
fighter, and the paramedic or
EMT have the highest levels
of respect will help all of those
fields recruit better.

After all, Alt says, the paid
career services such as those
in Fairfax County, Virginia,
have also seen significant loss
of interest in the field.

In meetings of the Pendle-
ton County Commission, Rick
Gillespie, emergency services
coordinator, and Alt have re-
peatedly pointed out another
frustration of rural services
that form a barrier to recruit-
ment and retention. The state
continues to mandate more
trainings, but rarely holds
them in locations conveni-
ent to those in the Potomac
Highlands.

Volunteer personnel with
full time jobs and family com-
mitments struggle to criss-
cross the state to attend
needed lengthy and costly
trainings.

Schetrom stated that “we
have to be creative in finding
ways to incentivize volunteer-
1sm” that could include “edu-
cational programs in schools.”
He has also conducted his own
research into locating fire de-
partments that have bucked
the trend and increased the in-
terest of potential volunteers.

He shared the example of
John Buchan, chief of the
Florissant Volunteer Fire De-
partment in Colorado. For Bu-
chan, it made sense to restrict
the official title of “firefighter”
to those that specifically car-
ried out that work. In many
states, that title comes with
a full slate of training and
other requirements. Those
who performed other tasks,
but did not specifically fight
fires, received other titles and,
therefore needed less training
or none at all.

He also implemented a
policy to purchase fuel in
bulk at lower prices while
furthermore remodeling a
dayroom with bunks, flat
screen television sets with
multiple streaming services,
and more creature comforts
to encourage personnel to stay
overnight.

In this way, he turned a vol-
unteer department into a near
full-time operation because
volunteers “want to be here.”

Such changes have caused
the number of volunteers to
double from 30 to 60 while
costing taxpayers nothing. He
told his local media, “The last
thing I want to do is ask the
taxpayers for more money.”

The lack of funding solu-
tions to keep up with costs
plus the specter of needing to
replace volunteers with career
paid professionals has pushed
concerns about an impending
crisis.

“These challenges will be-
come more pronounced in the
next five to 10 years, putting
increased pressure on local
and state leaders to provide
permanent funding solutions
for local fire departments,”
said Schetrom.

Junior Firefighter Camp

Continued From Page 1

exciting and fun, first step
toward the commitment
to being “always ready” to
protect their communities.

Training to be “always
ready” includes leadership
skills, increased knowledge
and awareness of volun-
teerism as a foundation for
the service, ways to sup-
port operations safely be-
fore joining as full-fledged
adult members, and form-
ing friendships with future
brothers and sisters in the
fire service.

Said Sarah Nelson,
daughter of Franklin Vol-
unteer Fire Department
chief, Richard Nelson, “I'm
planning on joining the fire
department when I come of
age and I wanted the skills
to do that.”

According to FVFD’s
Brian DiFalco, the junior
academy opened its doors
in 2011 with the goal of
“exposing the kids to fire-
fighters, get that bug in
them before they get their
drivers licenses” and seek
out other priorities. He ex-
plained that one of the most
important benefits that the
camp provides to the state
is that “70 percent of the
graduates go on to some
type of public service.”

Like any sports or other
types of summer camps,
kids can get a bit of the jit-
ters when experiencing it
for the first time. Simmons,
whose aunt and uncle also
volunteer for FVFD, re-
lated that “I was nervous
and excited at first.” He
related also that “when I
met more people, my nerves
went away when I got to
talk to them.”

“I was a little bit nervous
about not doing stuff right,”
said Nelson about her first
day, but that passed for
her quickly as well. Sim-
mons explained that those
leading instruction ensured
that “most of the time it
was pretty easy (to pick up
the skill) once they showed
you.”

Campers received in-
struction in 17 different
areas that cover a broad
range of skills, including
hose line operations, fire-
ground operations, live fire
training, aircraft rescue
firefighting, vehicle fires
and extraction, as well as

much more.

Lucas DiFalco stated that
one of the more challeng-
ing scenarios came in “the
building with live fire in
it.” As he explained, “The
smoke rises so you have to
get low to the ground, navi-
gate through the smoke,
use your hands to feel.”
Campers learned tech-
niques such as how to “use
the axe to sound the floor,
make sure it’s still solid so
you won’t fall through.”

“It’s not easy,” he added.
“It’s harder than it looks
when you're going into a
1000 degree building. It’s
hot. It’s challenging.”

Mike Alt, training of-
ficer for Pendleton County
Emergency Rescue, has
noted in the past that mo-
bile homes, common in the
area, burn so quickly that
firefighters can easily fall
through walls or floors that
are burning on the other
side.

Mastering these skills
and understanding why
they are vital, therefore,
can save the firefighter’s
life.

Nelson shared that she
enjoyed the forcible entry
training, where they learn
to use common firefight-
ing tools like axes and
“Halligans” to break into
a structure. “They put you
against a metal door,” she
said. “You use your force
and your irons to get in.”

The Halligan Bar men-
tioned by Nelson is a spe-
cialized tool designed by a
Fire Department of New
York chief named Hugh
Halligan in 1948, but now
in use throughout the coun-
try. FDNY history tells that
they found a tool fashioned
by bank robbers after a fire.
The criminals’ version was
superior to the claw tool
used by the department, so
they adapted it for general
use.

Many who come to the
camp bring a strong inter-
est in firefighting that en-
courages them to learn as
much as they can, wherever
they can. “I prepared for
the camp,” shared Nelson,
who went on to state that
“you run a lot, lift weights,
just like any sport you
train for.” She added also
that preparation includes

“know your equipment.
Know where it’s located on
the truck.”

Physical training before
camp can come in handy.
Simmons discussed one of
his biggest challenges as
“going through a burning
building, pulling a hose
through.” These, of course,
are not the hoses used to
water flower gardens.

As Lucas DiFalco care-
fully explained, a gallon
of water is eight pounds
just by itself. The sheer
amount of water plus
equipment comes to a sig-
nificant weight. He added
that “there’s probably 150
pounds of force” within the
hose. Teamwork is neces-
sary when handling a hose.
The weight and sheer force
of pressure mean that “you
have to have someone back
you up.”

Those who attend the
camp for three years can
receive a Firefighter I cer-
tification, which is one of
the first steps to serve.
Those who have turned 16,
but are not yet 18 “can run
calls, but not the dangerous
stuff out there.” Those in
that age group can do much
to support operations with-
out directly coming into
contact with the fire itself.

“If they’re thinking about
joining a department,” re-
lated Nelson, “definitely
go to the camp, see if it’s
something they want to
stick with before the de-
partment spends a lot of
money on them.”

Each of the three recom-
mend the experience to
anyone interested in learn-
ing more, especially those
who aim to join when old
enough. “You can get a ton
of experience. You can meet
a ton of new friends. You
get to learn new things you
hadn’t done before” stated
Simmons.

Simmons earned a spe-
cial honor given to only
one exemplary camper. He
earned a full scholarship
to cover all costs, including
the $550 fee, of attending
next year.

Lucas DiFalco urged,
“Don’t be nervous. We're
all brothers and sisters.
The fire service is a big
family. Don’t be nervous.
Just do it.”

US Census, State and County

Continued From Page 1

the numbers at the state or county level is
the education received in military training,
trades education, or other programs out-
side of college education. This indicates a
bias toward college education in statistics
that the federal government relies upon to
form policies and make judgments about an
area’s progress and capabilities.

School enrollment in Pendleton County
bests the state and the nation considerably.
Just more than 91 percent of children are
enrolled in school at the county level, com-
pared to 70 percent in the state and 67.8
percent across the United States.

One of the most criticized metrics in the
West Virginia economy for years has been
the workforce participation rate, one of
the lowest nationally. The rate rose and
fell incrementally between 2014 and 2021,
starting at 49.5 percent and ending at 49.2,
but statewide the rate pushed upwards to

51.7 percent in 2023

While still eight percent lower than the
nation as a whole, it shows an encouraging

WHITE REUNION
Berlin & Clara White

REUNION

Sunday, July 13

River Rock Hideaway
(old Bland Campground)

Lunch at 1 p.m.

BRING COVERED DISH
FAMILY & FRIENDS
WELCOME!

that.

2.5 percent growth in two years.

Pendleton County residents enjoy much
higher rates of home ownership than those
across West Virginia. About 82.5 percent of
those in the county own their own homes,
compared to 73.5 percent in West Virginia
and just under 66 percent nationwide.

Those who rent in the county also tend to
pay less, with the median gross rent set at
$754 for the county, $850 for the state, and
a staggering $1,406 for the entire nation.
Just over 17 percent in Pendleton County
pay $500 or less, almost three out of four
renters pay between $500 and $999, while
8.5 percent pay $1000 to $1,499.

No renter in Pendleton County, at least
statistically speaking, pays more than

State vacancy rates reflect housing is-
sues raised in the past few years by Region
8 Economic Planning and Development.

In 2027, West Virginia had a vacancy rate

at just under 20 percent, which dipped to
13.9 in 2023.

v A

Descendants of

Yinv., JOHN AND JULIA

© BOWERS

Sunday, July 13 * Noon

Friends Run Church of the Brethren

Bring a dish and
enjoy the afternoon with your cousins

County Students Named
To WVU Honor Lists

Eleven Pendleton County students earned academic
honors for the spring semester at West Virginia Univer-

sity in Morgantown.

Achieving recognition on the President’s List, along
with their field of study, were Gabriela Reyes of Bran-
dywine (mental health and addiction studies), Natalie
Evick (animal and nutritional sciences), Marshall Harper
(computer engineering) and Rowan Witt (geology), all
of Franklin, and Cheznie Liggett (youth and family sci-
ences) and Cody Mitchell (agribusiness management),

both of Upper Tract.

Attaining the Dean’s List honor, along with their field
of study, were Carrigan Hedrick of Brandywine (fashion
design and merchandising), Alexis DePue (computer
engineering) and Hannah Ruddle (art therapy), both of
Franklin, Bailey Thompson of Riverton (industrial en-
gineering) and Derek Johnson of Upper Tract (general

business).
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS Continued from Page 9

TARIFF FORM NO. 12 STEP 2 STEP 5
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY MUNICIPALITIES Effective December 1, 2025 Effective 6 hs from impl . £S
NOTICE is hereby given that the Town of Franklin has adopted by Ordinance, on Present | Proposed | ($) Rate | (%) Rate Present | Proposed | () Rate | (%) Rate
June 24, 2025, an increase in its rates, tolls and charges for furnishing water service Rates Rates Increase | Increase Rates Rates Increase | Increase
to 460 customers at Franklin and vicinity, Pendleton County, West Virginia. Residential (2,871 gallons) $44.58 $53.07 $8.49 19% Residential (2,871 gallons) $67.93 $34.06 $16.13 93.75%
) . ) o Commercial (4,517 gallons) $65.31 | $77.76 | $12.44 | 19% Commercial (4,517 gallons) $99.53 | $123.17 23.64 | 23.75%
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective as provided in the Industrial (3,180 gallons) $48.47 57.70 $9.23 19% Industrial (3,180 gallons) $73.86 $91.40 1754 93.75%
ordinance unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will pro- | Public Authority (4,394 gallons) | $63.76 75.91 $12.15 | 19% Public Autho,rity (4,394 gallons) $97.16 ‘ $120.24 93.08 | 23.75%
duce the following additional revenue annually: - 2 ’ ’ . .
$) R (%) R . STEP 3 The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class.
I evenue OI evenue Effective June 1, 2026 Individual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average.
- ncrease nicrease Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject
Step 1 - Effect}ve 45 Days After Enactment $46,657 19.3% Present | Proposed | ($) Rate | (%) Rate to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review
Step 2 - Effecqve December 1, 2025 46,004 19%0 - - Rates Rates Increase | Increase of this filing. The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased
Step 3 — Effective June 1, 2026 13,525 5.6% Residential (2,871 gallons) 53.07 56.04 $2.97 5.6% rates only upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the
Step 4 — Effective upon substantial project #51,232 21.21% Commercial (4,517 gallons) 77.76 82.11 4.35 5.6% ordinance changing said rates or charges, by any customer aggrieved by the changed
completion or commencement of project debt Industrial (3,180 gallons) 57.70 60.93 3.23 5.6% rates or charges who presents to the Cor;lmission a petition signed by not less than
service Public Authority (4,394 gallons) 75.91 80.16 4.25 5.6% ~ i B
Step 5 — Effective 6 months from $57, 361 93.75% flv:ﬁi;y five percent of the customers served by such municipally operated public
implementatio of Step 4 STEP 4 '

Effecti } ial et

All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Com-

fouzlvlvzaverage monthly bill for the various classes of customers will be changed as f pr rvi m.iss.iop of West Virginia, 201 Brooks Street, Post Office Box 812, Charleston, West
STEP 1 Present | Proposed | ($) Rate | (%) Rate Virginia 25323.

Efective 45 Days Aller Enactment Rates Rates Increase | Increase A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility

Residential (2,871 gallons) 56.04 $67.93 $11.89 21.21% to provide any information requested co;lcerning it, is available to all customers

Present | Proposed | () Rate | (%) Rate Commercial (4,517 gallons) 82.11 $99.53 $17.42 21.21% prospective customers, or their agents at the Town éfﬁce Franklin, West Virg‘iniai

5 N Rates Rates Increase | Increase Indu§trial (3’1,80 gallons) 60.93 $73.86 $12.92 21.21% A copy of the proposedyrates is available for public inspecti’on at the bfﬁce of the Ex-

Re51dent1?1 (2,871 gallons) $37.36 $44.58 $7.21 19.3% Public Authority (4,394 gallons) | $80.16 $97.16 $17.00 21.21% ecutive Secretary of the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Post Office

Commercial (4,517 gallons) $54.74 $65.31 $10.58 19.3% Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323

Industrial (3,180 gallons) $40.62 $48.47 $7.85 19.3% ’ ’ '

Public Authority (4,394 gallons) 53.44 63.76 $10.32 19.3% 7.3-9¢ TOWN OF FRANKLIN
FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF Disinfection | Sample | Collection | Highest | Range | Unit | MCL | MCLG | Typical Thi A\ 72 ki
WV3303602 Byproducts Point Date LRAA (low/ Source 1S eek 1mn
Consumer Confidence Report - 2025 Value high .

Covering Calendar Year - 2024 History...
TOTAL SMITH | 2024 11 4-21 |ppb |60 |0 By-product of drinking
This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about HALOACETIC | CREEK water disinfection
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ACIDS (HAA5) J uly 4’ 1882:
and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers are our
best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality or if you | TTHM SMITH | 2024 15 6-27 | ppb |80 0 By-product of drinking The steamboats
have questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board meeting held on the CREEK water chlorination Scioto and John
second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Town Office or call the Town Office at 304-358-7525. L Nided
Your water comes from: Surface water Lead and | Monitoring |90th Range Unit | AL | Sites Typical omas ‘CO 1. ed on
Copper | Period Percentile | (low/high) Over AL | Source the Ohio River as
Source Name \ Source Water Type
TOWN SPRING ‘ Surface Water COPPER, | 2021 - 2023 |0.042 0.0094 - ppm | 13| 0 Corrosion of household J,Chey were retgrn—
FREE 0.1448 plumbing systems; Erosion mg from hOhday
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno- of natural deposits; Leaching excursions. The
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ from wood preservatives Scioto sank almost
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly . X
at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. LEAD 2021-2023 1.2 0.2-14.7 ppb |15 | 0 COI‘I‘OS.I()D of household ) 1nstantly, and 70
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial plumbing sy: Sten}s? Erosion eople drowned
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). of natural deposits p Jp 1 4 1928
uly 4, :
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 1nfants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is possible West Virginia
that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in g

contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence
of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture, and
residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regulations. Food
and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the
same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 1402 and is required to test a minimum of 2 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are usually
harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria are
found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this
limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless noted,
the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1- December 31, 2024. The state requires us to
monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants are
not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative of the water quality,
is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below
which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” is the highest level of a contaminant that is
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment

technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regulated
and has no MCL.

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminat is not present.
Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (ug/L)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame, common
examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a

particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF

Collection Unit | MCL | MCLG

Date

Regulated
Contaminants

Highest
Value

Range
(low/high)

Typical
Source

BARIUM 6/5/2024 0.0142 0.0142 Discharge of drilling wastes;

Discharge from metal
refineries; Erosion of natural
deposits

ppm | 2 2

CHROMIUM 6/5/2024 0.81 100 | 100 Discharge from steel and pulp

mills; Erosion of natural
deposits

ppb

NITRATE 8/14/2024 | 0.4 0.4 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use;

Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits

ppm

NITRATE-
NITRATE

9/19/2024 | 0.42 0.42 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use;

Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits

ppm

SELENIUM 6/5/2024 0.33 50 50 Discharge from petroleum

and metal refineries; Erosin
of natural deposts; Discharge
from mines

ppb

THALLIUM
TOTAL

6/5/2024 0.013 0.013 ppb | 2 0.5 Leaching from ore-processing

sites; Discharge from
electronics, glass and drug
factories
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your home’s plumbing. If oyu are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water, you may wish to have
your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using the tap water. Additional information
is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health effects
in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young children. Some
of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead exposure can also
result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are exposed to lead before
or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults have increased risks of heart
disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your health care provider for more
information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and
breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used in service lines
and in home plumbing. FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF is responsible for providing high quality drinking water
and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in your home. Because
lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling results do not detect lead
at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying and removing lead materials
within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family's risk. Using a filter, certified by an American
National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the
instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking,
and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water. Before using tap water for drinking,
cooking, or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking
a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement
service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and
wish to have your water tested, contact FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF and William Waggy at 304-358-7525.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available

at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF completed lead tap sampling in 2021 - 2023 the results are available for review
and can be accessed at the Town Office (304-358-7525 — 305 North High Street).

FRANKLIN, MUNICIPALITY OF has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials throughout
the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the Town Office (305 North High St.). By
November 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory, known as the “baseline inventory”
and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water distribution system.

Our water system identified lead status unknown service lines in our inventory. Due to this identification our water
system must create a service line replacement plan by November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replacement
plan, please contact William Waggy at 304-358-7525.

Chlorine/Chloramines | MPA MPA RAA RAA Units
Maximum Units

Disinfection Level

4/1/2024 - 4/30/2024 1.83 MG/L [ 1.70 ' MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are
those that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). The purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants

should have a standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.
If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: William Waggy at 304-358-7525.
Unresolved Deficiency Facility Comments
Date Identified

05/10/2021 WATER SYSTEM water system previously had waiver which
allowed plant to operate unattended; the core
instrumentation and controls to shut the plant
down if either the turbidity increases to set level
or cholorine residual decreases to set level is still
in place and operational but the permit expired
~ 15 years ago and the water system must re-apply
for the waiver + comply with all new requirements
of DW-36 or maintain Class II operator present at
all times water is being produced.

Total Organic Carbon | Collection Highest | Range Unit TT Typical

Lowest Month for Date Value Source

Removal

CARBON, TOTAL 6/5/2024 1.6 0-1.6 MG/L 0 Naturally present

in the environment
Analyte r Facility ‘ Highest Value ' Unit of Measure ( Month Occurred

TURBIDITY } TREATMENT PLANT ’ 0.08 ' NTU } March

Radiological Collection | Highest | Range Unit MCL| MCLG Typical

Contaminants Date Value (low/high) Source

GROSS ALPHA, 2/6/2019 0.029 0.029 pCi/L 15 0 Erosion of natural

EXCL. RADON & U deposits

RADIUM-228 11/13/2024 | 0.918 0.918 pCi/L | 0 0 Erosion of natural

deposits

Secondary Contaminants-Non Health | Collection | Highest | Range Unit | SMCL

Based Contaminants-No Federal Date Value (low/high)

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL)

Established.

NICKEL 6/5/2024 0.00054 | 0.00054 MG/L | 0.1

SODIUM 6/5/2024 3.55 3.55 MG/L | 1000

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

There are no additional required health effects notices.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to look for
potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct assessment(s)
to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

There are no additional required health effects notices.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Your CCR is available at the Town Office (304-358-7525 — 305 North High Street). To receive a paper copy in the
mail, please contact us at the phone number above. 1c

dedicated its first
state  park
Droop Mountain
Battlefield. Droop
Mountain was one
of the most im-
portant Civil War
battles fought on
West Virginia soil.

July 7, 1928:
The Madonna of
the Trail monu-
ment was dedi-
cated in Wheeling.
It is one of 12 such
statues erected
along the Nation-
al Road to honor
America’s pioneer-

ing women.
July 8, 1894:
Walter Aegerter

was born in Hel-
vetia. An amateur
photographer,
Aegerter built
both a studio and
darkroom on his
farm and photo-
graphed portraits,
families, celebra-
tions and every-
day scenes of the
German Swiss set-
tlement. The glass

plate negatives
survive today in
several archived
collections.

July 8, 1924:
Rock 'n’ roll pio-
neer Johnnie
Johnson was

born in Fairmont.
Johnson collabo-
rated with Chuck
Berry on songs
such as “Roll Over,
Beethoven.” Ber-
ry’s hit “Johnny B.
Goode” was sup-
posedly written as
a tribute to John-
son.

July 8, 1961:
Sutton Dam was
dedicated by Gov-
ernor Wally Bar-
ron. The Army
Corps of Engi-
neers operates the
dam for purposes
of flood control,
low-flow augmen-
tation and recrea-
tion.

July 9, 1989:
Treasurer A.
James Manchin
resigned after be-
ing  impeached.
With a stock mar-
ket downturn in
1987, Manchin
bore much of the
blame when the
state lost nearly

$300 million in
investments  for
which he was re-
sponsible.



Buy, Sell or Trade! Place Your Ad Today.

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIMNEYS/PIPES

A&A Metal Shop

Stainless Steel
Double Wall
Chimneys
*Will Install*

Stainless Steel
~ Stove Pipes

/ Elbows ¢ Tees

S
oy | Reducers

540-468-2081

110 Hilltop Dr.
Monterey, VA

AUTOMOTIVE

Aumann’s

Custom Auto

o Custom Paint Mixing
e Complete Body Work
e Frame Straightening .
e Insurance Work -

OPEN Monday - Friday 8-5

358-7758

53 Mill Road ~ Franklin

CLEANING

J&L’'s RECONDITIONING

«Detail Vehicles
«Steam Clean
Carpets &
Furniture
«Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

BBB Accredited

CONTRACTORS

JERRY L. LAMBERT

Construction, LLC
eStick Built Homes
eAdditions & Garages
eDecks
eRemodeling & Repairs
*Replacement Windows

1-304-358-2500
WV 027848

HEATING/COOLING

By
WWEN

HEATING, COOLING
& SERVICES
wvos1083
Josh Owens, owner

Brandywine, WV

Heil Dealer
Service & Installation
Heat Pumps, Oil & Propane
Furnaces & Commercial Refrigeration Units

304.249.5420 304.668.9616

ELECTRICAL
MALLOW

ELEcTRIC, LL.C

*Residential
Commercial J\\‘{

-

N
*Standby ﬁ
Generators '

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Brandon Mallow
Licensed and Insured WV057572

FUEL

=
PROPANE FROMISE

» Automatic Fill Plan
* Budget Payment Plan
* Small Tanks Filled
* Heating Systems - Sales

(304) 358-2307

Service Heatline
1-800-287-3494

{ MATHESON
W) VALLEY

1256 Mountaineer Dr.
Franklin, WV

ask. . .The Gas Professionals™

STORAGE SPACE

@
DEN

Storage Units

MINI

5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 10x20
24-Hour Accessibility
Call 304-358-3514

6.7 MILES SOUTH OF BRANDYWINE
ON RouTte 21 IN SUGAR GROVE, WV

just south of Navy Base

STORAGE
LLC

Storage Spaces
Available Now

Spaces for Vehicles
Also Available

call
Julie VanMeter

at
304-358-7492
(after 6 o’clock)
Very Reasonable Prices

E-2EE
SELF STORAGE

Glover Dr. - Franklin

304-358-3651

Inside Units
7x10
10x20

TNT SeELF STORAGE
Upper Tract

304-257-1421

or

304-703-3054

New SeLF StorAGE UNITS
5X10 ® 10X10
10X20

OUNTAIN.

Heating & Cooling L.L.C.

Franklin
e|nstallations

*Custom Duct Work
*Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil
Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay
Tyler Scheibner

304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

s

Contact
Us
Today!

304-358-2304
ads@pendletontimes.com

PO Box 906
Franklin, WV 26807

GUNS! GUNS!
GUNS! You want
them. We got them.
Hundreds in store,
even more online.
Buy. Sell. Trade.
Pendleton County
Outdoors, Franklin,
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265, www.penco
outdoors.com, www.
facebook.com/penco-

outdoors.  10-12-tfn

FOR RENT

BISSELL CARPET
Shampooer for rent.
Bowman’s Do It Best.
Call 304-358-2303.
11-7-tfn

WANTED

HUNTING LAND
wanted—Small group
of experienced and
respectful hunters
would like to lease
land for deer hunting.
540-830-2812.
4-24-12¢
*PAINTING*
35 years experience:
Houses, Barns, Roofs,
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House
Roofs, Log Homes,
etc. Call Ronnie
Kimble, 358-7208

WV03545. 2/6-11/6p

CLOSING NOTICES

FAITHFUL Friends
Animal Clinic will
be closed July 11-13.
Greg Bowers, Sarah
Bowers, DVM. 7-3-2

YARD SALES

PENDLETON Se-
nior & Family Ser-
vices Indoor Yard &
Bake Sale July 12, 7
a.m.-3 p.m., Franklin
Senior Center, 365
Mill Road, Franklin,
across from the pool.
Household items, de-
cor, some clothing
and other items. Pro-
ceeds benefit PSFSI
and the programs it
offers.  7-3-2¢
3-FAMILY Yard Sale
July 4-5-6 at Susie
Hartman’s on Smith
Creek Road start-
ing at 8 a.m. Rain or
Shine 1c

FOR SALE LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notice
Invitation for Bids

Pendleton County Schools
(Owner) located in Fran-
klin, West Virginia seeks
bids from properly quali-
fied general contractors for
work to Owner’s property
located at 189 Price Way in
Circleville, West Virginia.

The project is described as
building repairs to south
end of Harold K Michael
Building gymnasium in-
cluding: PEMB repairs,
masonry demo and replace-
ment, electrical and HVAC
repairs, and ceiling, floor
and wall finishes.

Questions can be asked
between the hours of
10:00am and 2:00pm Mon-
day through Friday at the
Pendleton County Schools
Board Office located at
125 North Main Street in
Franklin, West Virginia.
Contact Travis Heavner at
304-358-2207, ext. 99327.

A pre-bid meeting will be
held on Friday, July 11,
2025 at 11:00 am at North
Fork Elementary School
located at 189 Price Way,
Circleville, West Virginia.
Attendance at this meeting
is MANDATORY for those
contractors wishing to sub-
mit bids.

Contractor must be fully
and properly licensed to
operate in West Virginia
at the time of bid submit-
tal. Contractor must also
be fully registered with the
West Virginia Secretary of
State, West Virginia Work-
force, West Virginia De-
partment of Tax and Rev-
enue, and other mandatory
agencies. This project is
NOT subject to Davis-
Bacon wage requirements.
Project and supporting doc-
uments must be completed
by September 15, 2025.

Bids are due by 2:00pm lo-
cal prevailing time on Fri-
day, July 18, 2025. Bids
may be delivered by hand
or parcel service to the of-
fices of Owner at 125 North
Main Street Franklin,
West Virginia, Attn: Travis
Heavner. Submittals re-
ceived after 2:00 p.m. on
Friday, July 18, 2025 will
receive no consideration.

Owner requires that bids
be guaranteed for a mini-
mum of sixty days. No ver-
bal, facsimile, or email bids
will be accepted. Owner
will make a good faith ef-
fort to make a decision
within thirty days of bid
receipt. Upon review of the
bids, Owner may award
the project to the Lowest
Qualified Responsible Bid-
der. Owner reserves the
right to reject any and all
bids or waive any informal-
ity in the bidding. lc

IN THE FAMILY filed in this action that
COURT OF Lyndon Burle Cole, JR. is a
Pendleton COUNTY, non-resident of the State of
WEST VIRGINIA West Virginia or has an un-

known address. It is hereby
ordered that Respondent
serve upon Kimberly Lee

Civil Action No. 25-D-18

IN RE: Ann Cole, Petitioner, whose
The Marriage of: address is 53 Rabbit Lane,
Kimberly Lee Ann Cole Brandywine, WV 26802,
Petitioner, West Virginia, an Answer,
including any related coun-

and terclaim or defense you may

have to the Petition For

Lyndon Burle Cole, JR, Divorce filed in this action

Respondent. on or before July 31, 2025. If

you fail to Answer the Peti-

ORDER OF tion for Divorce, a judgment
PUBLICATION may be taken against you

for the relief demanded in
the Petition.
A copy of said Petition

THE OBJECT OF
THIS SUIT IS TO OB-

TAIN A DIVORCE. may be obtained from the
THISIS A office of the undersigned
PUBLICATION BY  Clerk’s Office.
CLASS II LEGAL Entered by the Clerk of
ADVERTISEMENT. said Court June 19, 2025.

Shalee D. Wilburn
Clerk of the Court
6-26-2¢

To the Above-Named
Respondent:

It appearing by affidavit

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PENDLETON COUNTY PSD
PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
TROUBLESOME VALLEY WATER EXTENSION

General Notice

The Pendleton County PSD (Owner) is requesting
Bids for the construction of the following Project:

TROUBLESOME VALLEY WATER EXTENSION

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received
either in person at the Pendleton County PSD office
located at 200 Confederate Road, Franklin, WV
26807 or through mail at PO Box 861, Franklin, WV
26807, until 12:00 PM local time on July 17th, 2025,
at which time the Bids received will be publicly opened
and read.

The method of bidding will be as follows:
CONTRACT #1 - Water line Extension

Unit price contract to provide and install 2,765 LF of
6” DIP and 8,050 LF of 6” PVC water line; 30 LF of 6”
highway boring; 70 LF of steel casing; 9 gate valves; 3
air releases; 2 flushouts; 1 hydroconstant booster sta-
tion; 1 traditional booster station; 43 anchor walls; and
other work required to provide the complete system ex-
tension project.

CONTRACT #2 - Water Storage Tank

Unit price contract to construct one (1) water storage
tank measuring 14 feet in diameter by 28.5 feet in
height to the overflow with a nominal volume of 32,000
gallons, including the foundation, site work, site piping
and telemetry. Contract also includes access road and
appurtenances to make a complete operating system.

Obtaining the Bidding Documents

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Cer-
rone Associates, Inc., 97-14th Street, Wheeling, WV
26003. Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding
Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays through
Fridays between the hours of 8:00AM - 5:00PM and
may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the
Issuing Office as described below.

The Bidding Documents may also be examined at the
following locations:

1. Construction.com 1(800) 393-6343

2. Contractors Association of West Virginia,
2114 Kanawha Blvd., East,
Charleston, WV 25311

3. Office of the Owner, Pendleton County PSD,
200 Confederate Road, Franklin, WV 26807

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office
of Cerrone Associates, Inc. located at 97-14th Street,
Wheeling WV 26003. They may be ordered by check or
online at the following webpage: www.cerronel.com.

Digital copies of the Bidding Documents will be deliv-
ered electronically. If electronic sharing cannot be ac-
cepted, a thumb drive will be shipped upon payment of
the following deposit:

Plans an ifications:
bontract No. 1 — Waterline Extension $50.00
Contract No. 2 — Water Storage Tank $ 50.00

Printed copies will be shipped, upon payment of the
following deposit:

Plans an ifications:
Contract No. 1 — Waterline Extension $ 250.00
Contract No. 2 — Water Storage Tank $ 250.00

The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted
by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s
date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets
of Bidding Documents will not be available from the
Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be re-
sponsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents,
including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other
than the Issuing Office.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the
Instructions to Bidders.

Pre-bid Conference

There will not be a Pre-bid conference for this project.
Bid Acceptance Period

This Bid will remain subject to acceptance for 90 days
after the Bid opening, or for such longer period of time
that Bidder may agree to in writing upon request of
Owner.

Instructions to Bidders.

For all further requirements regarding bid submittal,
qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer
to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the

Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is issued by:

Owner: PENDLETON COUNTY PSD

By: DARRELL BODKIN

Title: = CHAIRMAN

Date 6/16/25 lc

Legal Advertisements

Continued on Page 8
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‘Prolific Pest’ Confirmed Arrival in Eastern Panhandle

By Stephen Smoot

One of the oldest and most popular ornamental shrubs also
attracts one of the United States’ newest invasive pests.
The boxwood plant, also known by its Latin name Buxus, has

GARRY L. SIMMONS

REAL ESTATE
540-810-3379 BROKER 304-902-9119

garrysimmons38@yahoo.com

STINGS DED — HAVE BUYERS |

FORT SEYBERT AREA, 13+ acres, Hinkle Mountain Road, Sprin-
ghill Properties, all woods, furnished trailer, wood heating stove,
propane gas kitchen stove, 2 bunks, great hunting, 2 tree stands,
easy access. $84;0060 REDUCED $79,000.

FRANKLIN, Birchwoo i R, 1.5 bath, brick ranch house,
oak hardwood floors. Clo tary school. $229,000 $209,600
$198,600 REDUCED $

MOYERS - 49.16 acres, mostly cleared, old farm house, good condi-
tion log outbuilding, spring and stream. $289,000.

BLACK THORN MOUNTAIN ESTATES, 6.18 acres, Lot #22, top
of mountain, great views, all wooded, HOA applies, west of Doe Hill

Road. $74;000. $64;000. REDUCED $50,000.
Licensed in West Virginia - Virginia - Florida
278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807

approximately 150 varieties. Its roots as an ornamental plant
range back before written history to 4,000 BC. They can take
the form of a spreading shrub or small tree and originate from
Europe and Asia.

Low maintenance and fast rates of growth make them popu-
lar and relatively inexpensive options for landscaping. These
elements of so many well-manicured yards, however, may soon
come under threat throughout the Eastern Panhandle.

The West Virginia Department of Agriculture confirmed the
arrival of the Box Tree Moth (Cydalima perspectalis) in Berkeley
County. This pest originated in East Asia and was detected in
2021 in New York State near Lake Ontario. It has extended its
range southward to Pennsylvania and as far west as Michigan.

According to the United States Department of Agriculture,
“the caterpillars are ravenous feeders, and heavy infestations
can completely defoliate host plants.” Once they consume all of
the leaves, their appetite turns them toward the bark, “which
eventually kills the plant.”

Kent Leonhardt, West Virginia State Commissioner of Agri-
culture, shared that “early detection is critical and we're asking
homeowners and landscapers to keep an eye out and report any
suspicious damage.”

The USDA offers several ways to identify a possible infesta-
tion. First, the moth starts life as a “lime-green caterpillar with
black stripes, white spots, hairs, and a shiny black head.” As
adults, they stay active mostly at night and feature “white wings
with a thick brown border.”

They hide among the twigs and leaves of the affected plant and

Delightful to look at, but deadly to landscaping, the invasive Box
Tree Moth was confirmed to be sighted in Berkeley County.

will grow to one and a halfinches. A Box Tree Moth’s excrement
resembles sawdust, and the pest will leave tell-tale webbing in
and around its area of activity.

Infested plants will show brown leaves and defoliation, missing
leaves, or skeletonized leaves. Left untreated, a Box Tree Moth
can run through several generations in a season. Property own-
ers and nursery businesses should remain vigilant and check
for signs of infestation regularly.

If an infestation is detected, remove the affected branch as
soon as possible. Should an infestation have gone beyond a single
branch, the owner should remove the entire plant from its base.
The plant will grow back. Place all debris from the cutting in
doubled up garbage bags and dispose with the garbage.

Those who suspect the presence of Box Tree Moths should
contact the West Virginia Department of Agriculture by phone

PUBLIC

HIR

TEACHER

www.highl

HIGHLAND COUNTY

WE ARE

» 3RD GRADE TEACHER
* 4TH GRADE TEACHER

HARD TRADES TEACHER
e (WELDING/CARPENTRY/
CONSTRUCTION/MECHANICS)

 MUSIC TEACHER
 MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGLISH

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

tulmer@highland.k12.va.us
(540) 468-6300

Equal Opportunity Employer

at 304-558-2212 or email bugbusters@wvda.us. Be prepared to

SCHOOLS

ING

provide a photograph of the evidence or the bug itself.

NOW ACCEPTING

NEW CLIENTS

Apply Now!
and.k12.va.us

Dayton, VA
Trusses-Lumber
Building Materials
Fencing Materials

All Your Decking Needs
Metal Roofing and Siding

Call toll free 888-879-2518
Fax 540-879-2510

“We Deliver To Grant, Hardy, Pendleton and
Randolph Counties”

Custody ~ Divorce
Automobile Accidents

Nelson Legal Services, LC

Jonie E. Nelson
Attorney at Law

105 North Grove Street
Petersburg

304-257-5050

FISH DAY! | )

IT’S TIME TO STOCK T
YOUR POND!
Delivery Wil Be: REALTY.
Built on Integrity

Tuesday. July 15
Romney 12:00-12:45

@ Southern States
Wednesday, July 16
Keyser 9:45-10:30
@ Burgess Farm Service
Moorefield 11:30-12:15

FRANKLIN - 4
rented pastures.

@ Southern States FRANKLIN - 3
Petersburg 1:00-1:45
@ Freedom Ag & Energy
Franklin 2:30-3:15 BRANDYWINE
@ Hott's Ag Service

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

61 Chestnut St., Franklin, WV 26807

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714 @

Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283 ==
Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982; Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

BR, 1BA, 2-story house with 84.49 ac. Woodland and
WVPT2000922. $540,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 1.5 BA, Log siding home on 2 +/- ac, 2 car garage,
additional acreage available. WVPT2000872. $315,000.

BR, 2.5 BA home with 1 car garage on 0.43 ac. Heat

pump/AC, WVPT2000846. $225,666, $210,000.

-1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-

tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000.
FRANKLIN - DRY RUN - WVPT2000800 $225,000; 8 acs. 3 BR mobile

FISH WAGON

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439 www.fishwagon.com

home, deck, pool, Ig garage.

SMOKE HOLE -
Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds, electric hookups for campers.

WVGT2000894 $975:666 $899,000; 13.93 +/- ac., 2

J

39 Maple Ave
PO Box 999

EQUAL HOUSING

sugargrovewv.com J
304.358.3332/3337 304.358.3334 (fax)

SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting

SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin,
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National

SGR378A 0.31 acres w/3 bed/2 bath & 2 bed/1 bath
Duplex, Full basement, oil heat, investment opportunity,

SGR377A Family Retreat! 10 acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Cabin,
Finished Basement w/additional family room. Primary
Bdrms Upst & Dwnstrs w/en suites & WICs. Full size
kitchen, Wood & Propane Heat. Septic & Cistern. Buck
Ridges Development, Franklin District. NEW LISTING
$349,900.00

SGR376A 0.28 Ac & 0.22 Ac 64 Mulberry St., Franklin

District. 3 Bed, 2 Bath home w/2 Car Attached Garage,

Full Basement, Lots of Outbuildings and Located at the
900.00

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00

SGR371A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath 1600 sq. ft. Home
located in Franklin. Town Water/Sewer. Double Pane
Windows, Mini-Splits, Woodstove & half basement. Large
deck on back w/Nice Mtn. View. Lot #4, Franklin Corp.
$450,666-66 REDUCED $139,000.00

SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area,
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber,
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout.
$1,695,000.00

SGR367A 2.75 Acre wooded building lot at end of Highland
Estates Subdivision, Lot 13, Grant County, Perk approved.
Some restrictions. $59,999.00

SGR366A 5 Acres w/Cabin, Buck Ridges Development.
Panoramic View. Lots of upgrades: New Vinyl Siding,
New flooring throug mw Solid Surface Countertop,
Freshly Painted, N Two bed, Two Bath, Large
Loft. Finished walkout basement. Hot Tub conveys. 1000
gallon Cistern supplies water to cabin. New 8x12 storage
shed. New 1 car garage. NEW LISTING
$310,666-66 REDUCED $299,900.00

SGR364A 2.65 Acres w/2006, 3 Bed, 2 Bath Ranch Modu-

lar, Hardwood floors, ptic, 2 Car
Garage & ser?l 5&% %@gﬁm w/concrete
floor. Locat n Riverton. NEW LISTING

SGR363A 3 Bed, 1 Bath Home located in Franklin Corp.,
Heat Pump, Propane Wall Unit, Electric Baseboard and
Central AC, Town Water & Sewer, Double Pane Windows,
Deck, One Car Garage & Storage Shed. NEW LISTING
$169,000.00

Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWYV.COM

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.

effrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002

Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent C 304.668.1147
X Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.358.7610
Franklin, WV 26807 penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975

ennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522

SGR361A 1.32 Acres w/4 currently rented residences
located in Brandywine, Bethel District. Public Water. NEW
LISTING $134,900.00

SGR360A Om Brandywine, w/2 Unit Apartment
Bldg. and a 3. Mobile Home. All units occupied.

SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,

SGR354A50.9 /1 Bed, 1.5 Bath Cabin, Spacious
Loft. Gas FP. I%&S&Hey Subdivision. Some Restric-

SGR351A 1.53 Acres w/3 Bed, 1 Bath Rancher. Attached
Garage, 16'x20’ Unattached Garage. Kellers Ridge,
Petersburg. $249;000-00 5 REDUCED
$215,000.00

SGR349A 0.341 Acres, with Commercial Bldg or can
convert to Residential. Newly Renovated, 2 Baths,
New Central AC, Commercial Freezers, 2 Septics. Great

SGR343A 5 Acre lot w/Log Siding Cabin, Buck Ridges
Development. Great View. 2 Bed, 2.5 Baths. Walkout
Basement with newly remodeled bath. New carpeting in
Basement. Expansive covered deck provides even more
outdoor living space to enjoy. Wood floors upstairs. Spring
Water. $283,000.00

SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg.

SGR337A 2.79 Acres, w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin. Wood Ceil-
ing, Paneled walls, LP heat. 8'x8 outbuilding. Well, Sugar

Grove District. NEW LISTING REDUCED
$419:6060.60 REDUCED $99,900.00

SGR326A 141.74 Acres, Raw Land, Buffalo Hills. Excellent
Junting. F in District. $379.000.00

SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants
2 Restriot Ni > $89.900.00

SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W Franklin. Property
adjoins neighboring motel. $4-25—600—09 $320,000-00

SGRO056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00

SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-

SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 - 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of
ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

Have a Safe and Happy
Fourth of July!

GREAT FINANCING RATES N OWAVAILABLE

TRUCKS

2023 FORD RCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecob , 110K miles, ex. cond..........coevvvverenenne
2023 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 HD CREW CAB S/BED 4X4 Z- 71 pkg., diesel, auto., ldd white, only 30K miles........... $49,500
2023 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” 6.7 Cummms dlesel 1dd., white,

ONLY FKUIMIIES ..ttt bbb bttt b bttt b bttt bttt eneae $49,500
2022 FORD F-250 CREW CAB FLATBED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., 1dd., white, only 36K miles...........c.ccccoeunne. ... $46,900
2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles ...........ccoeuneee $21,900
2021 FORD RANGER CREW CAB S/BED STX 4X4, 2.3 liter, auto., 1dd., blue, 95K mileS ........ccccocvevvvieieeriiiieceecreeeveeenene $27,900
2018 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB L/BED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., Idd., 289K miles, runs @reat...........ccooevreermereueeennesceeeeeniseeneeeenns $19,900
2014 FORD F-350 4X4 CREW CAB ENCLOSED UTILITY TRUCK, V-8, auto., ladd., white, only 79K miles ................... $26,900
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, Idd w/accessories, only 45K miles .........c.ccooeevreuenes $49,500

2003 FORD F-350 CREW CAB 4X4 DUMP TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., air, etc., 263K miles................

B S S EN G E R Y H L D S Nl
2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AWD “HYBRID,” Idd w/options, charcoal 52K miles, like new, over 35mpg
2022 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., charcoal, 104K miles ..........ccccovverrreneinecnccnnee

2020 SUBARU FORESTER AWD, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., silver, only 55k miles.....
2019 SUBARU OUTBACK PREMIUM PKG. AWD, 2.5 liter, auto., 1dd., blue, only 80K miles, ex. cond.

2019 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., 1dd., white, one owner w/111K miles, ex. cond................ ....$21,900
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., charcoal, 131K miles........c.ccccoueiriiiriiiinieinieinieinicineineeseeeeee $17,900
2015 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR HARDTOP 4X4 “LATITUDE PKG.,” V-6, auto., Idd., yellow 118k miles, very sharp........ $19,900
2006 FORD E-350 PASSENGER VAN, 6.0 diesel, auto., A/C, etc., I 78K MIleS.......c.ccoeiriiieriiiiiiniieiieeeieeeeeieieere e $12,900

EASTERN WVCTC
OPEN HOUSES!

Your One-Stop Admissions Shop
Dive into your future at Eastern!

Join us for a fun and informative event where you can:

¢ Meet & Greet - Chat with advisors and explore
majors

 Engage - Get hands-on with interactive program
demonstrations

¢ Apply - Receive step-by-step help with your
college application

¢ Register - Sign up for Fall 2025 classes on the spot

e Explore Financial Aid - Talk with our experts about
FAFSA, scholarships, and funding options

One grand prize winner will take home:
DelGrosso’s Waterpark Tickets + a Beach-Themed Gift Basket!

Sign-Up & Unlock Your
Start Strong Potential

July 16,2025 August 8, 2025
2p.m.-5p.m. 2p.m.-5p.m.

316 Eastern Drive, Moorefield, WV
304-434-8000

www.easternwv.edu/open-house

&) EASTERN =X

West Virginia Community & Technical College
Eastern is an EOE, ADA, AA institution. Higher Learning Commission Accredited.
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