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SPOKES Program Teams Up with Pendleton County
Family Support Center for Adult Educatwn Opportunities

By Stephen Smoot

Although many parts of West Virginia
still offer valuable opportunities for jobs
and careers, many who would benefit still
find barriers in their path. Sometimes that
comes 1n the form of lacking skills needed
to break into an in-demand position. Others
find that they need to develop interpersonal
communication skills to even get considera-
tion in the first place.

Unfilled opportunities also mean longer
waits for needed business services, such as
health care, home construction or refurbish-
ing, and automobile repair. Those not filling
them also miss out on establishing a career in
which they can thrive and support a family.

The Eastern Panhandle Instructional Co-
operative supports the State’s educational
system and needs in this section of West
Virginia. EPIC serves Berkeley, Grant,
Hampshire, Hardy, Jefferson, Mineral,
Monongalia, Morgan, Pendleton and Tyler
counties, as well as the West Virginia Schools
for the Deaf and Blind and multi-county
vocational centers.

As John Holmes, regional adult educa-
tion coordinator for EPIC explains, a new
program will help to provide tools and skills
for adults to find workforce success. That pro-
gram bears the name Strategic Planning for
Occupational Knowledge and Employment
Success, shortened to SPOKES.

“The end result of the program is for cli-
ents to become employed and independent,”

Anthony Bonner from Eastern Action, Edna Mullenax from the Pendleton County Family Support
Center, John Holmes from EPIC and Jenny Tingler from Eastern Action discussed the details of

implementing the SPOKES program in Franklin in the near future.

shared Holmes.

Eastern Action’s Family Support Center in
Franklin will serve as the host site while the
SPOKES team at EPIC will administer the
program. That includes participant vetting
and selection. Neither Eastern Action nor its
Family Support Center will recruit or enroll
individuals into the program at this point.

Eligible participants will come from those
enrolled in the WV Works program, part of
which distributes funds from the the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families. Many
of these participants also qualify for food
stamps and Medicaid. SPOKES represents
a vital part of the WV Works mission, which
includes, as the website states “educational
programs including assessment, vocational
training, college, job skills related to employ-
ment, and education related to employment.”

Eastern Action will serve as a partner with
EPIC and the West Virginia Department
of Human Services to help ensure that the
program has the best possible impact.

The Franklin FSC will host the program to
help those with limited access to transporta-
tion and cannot get to the “brick and mortar
facility” in Moorefield. Holmes noted that
SPOKES clients would have a particularly
tough time getting there.

Holmes also shared that SPOKES “is the
brainchild of Tina Faber.” Faber serves as
director of the Division of Family Support,
Bureau of Family Assistance in the Depart-
ment of Human Services.

Continued on Page 7

Pendleton County Chamber Honors Business

And Community Leadership at Annual Dinner

By Stephen Smoot

It started with the slightest
of hiccups as the musical ac-
companiment for the evening
found himself “in the middle
of the holler somewhere,” but
ended on notes of harmony
as all enjoyed the music from
Jonathan Zinn and food pre-
pared by Deans Gap Farms
and also Wild Yarrow.

Attendees gathered at
Thorn Spring Park, a fa-
cility alive and welcoming
throughout the summer. In
the cool shade of the valley
walls, pleasant temperatures
allowed for an enjoyable expe-
rience for all.

Kristen Dingess, chair of
the board for the Pendleton
County Chamber of Com-
merce welcomed all. She ex-
plained that the leadership
had gone through a transition
during the summer with the
departure of Elizabeth Scott,
executive director. Dingess
then praised her colleagues on
what she called “a very work-
ing board.”

Dingess explained some
changes that chamber mem-
bers should expect in the
coming months, starting with
anew executive director. The
search continues as they hone
in on a leader to continue the
recent successes of the organi-
zation.

They also offered a QR code
through which members could
communicate ideas.

Another change announced
was the intention to move the
Christmas celebration from a
community building centered
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Town Parking

Lot To Be Closed
During TMF

The Town of Franklin is
reminding the public that
the town parking lot will be
closed starting at 5 p.m. on
Sept. 17 and will remain
closed until 3 p.m. Sept.
21 for Treasure Mountain
Festival.

Jennifer Taylor-Ide received the Carole Hartman award for
leadership, the highest individual award conferred by the Pendleton
County Chamber of Commerce.

event back to Main Street in
Franklin. Dingess also shared
what the chamber intended to
keep doing, such as its popular
treasure hunt for the Treasure
Mountain Festival.

She asked for suggestions
“to make it worth your money”
and once again thanked her
“really great board.”

Over 60 enjoyed the dinner
and fellowship. After giving
away 12 floral arrangements
as door prizes, the awards por-
tion of the dinner took place.

Chelsey Simmons, who
joined the chamber board as
well, received the Young Pro-
fessional of the Year Award.
Awardees under the age of
45 made their mark through
“outstanding performance in
leadership, team building,
and community networking.”
Simmons parleyed her suc-
cess in pageantry with efforts
to introduce dental health to
children statewide.

Next the chamber honored
Historic McCoy House Bed
and Breakfast as the small
business of the year. After
many months of dedicated
work, Jared and Katie Van-
Meter welcomed guests to stay
for the first time this year.
They also use the mansion
for community events year
round to help add to the many
charms Pendleton County has
to offer.

Experience Learning took
home the honor for non profit
of the year. This rewards an
organization “that is providing

outstanding service through
meeting community needs.”

Nicole Marsh earned the
Outstanding Volunteer Award
for her constant work support-
ing multiple organizations.
The award goes to an indi-
vidual who is “devoted to the
community and has served
tirelessly for the betterment
of all.”

The chamber confers its
Cornerstone Award as its
most significant honor grant-
ed to a business or organiza-
tion. Pendleton Senior and
Family Services, after a diffi-
cult year in which they battled
both funding cuts and wicked
weather, earned the Corner-
stone Award for 2025. “Their
business and employee prac-
tices,” says the Chamber “are
geared towards involvement
and increasing not only their
own profitability, but also the
quality of life and economic
well-being of the community.

Finally, Jennifer Taylor-Ide
received the highest honor
given to an individual in the
community. The Carole Hart-
man Memorial Award goes
to the individual who best
exemplifies the example set by
Hartman in her career of ser-
vice to the Pendleton County
community. According to the
chamber “this award goes to
an upstanding individual who
people look to for guidance.
They are known for taking
charge in a way that lifts oth-
ers up and encourages team
morale.”

Starlight Stage Makes Its Big
Debut in Saturday Shindig

Bob Horan, Franklin mayor, cuts the ribbon on Starlight Stage.

By Stephen Smoot

On an unseasonably cool and cloudy, but
still very pleasant Saturday afternoon,
Warner’s Drive In and its supporters cel-
ebrated a dream almost a decade in the
making.

Its board advertised a community party,
but provided a cultural event. During the
course of the day, hundreds came and went.
They saw the performers of Raymond’s Gym-
nastics and the Little Switzerland Cloggers.
Cathy Milton provided stories of family his-
tory and local heritage. Then came music
from the Now and Then band, the Jesse
Milnes Band, and the headliners, Robin and
Linda Williams.

In between the attractions, the board
of directors took the time to celebrate the
stage and thank the supporters who made
it possible.

Just before the presentation, Milton pre-

sented stories about figures and families
from Pendleton County’s past. She wore
a period dark colored dress and displayed
beside her what she referred to as a “living
quilt,” started by her ancestor in 1835.

Between 50 and 60 gathered in the tent
close to the stage. Perhaps just as many pe-
rused the vendors and other exhibits about
40 yards up the hill. Between the two masses
of adults, children ran happily, playing ball
and enjoying the day.

“We have a wonderful community here,”
exclaimed Milton, who added that she “is
humbled and honored at the chance to speak
today.”

Then Bob Davis from the board herded
those to be thanked onto the stage and in-
formed the crowd “we’re going to cut a ribbon
and make it official, then go right into the
music.” He called playfully, “All you people
hiding behind the curtains, it’s time to come

Continued on Page 7

Franklin Volunteer Fire Department

Announces Changes Related to

Participation in Local Recreation

By Stephen Smoot

Last week, the Franklin Volunteer Fire
Department announced two changes in how
they will take part in community recreation
and celebration.

First, they stated that they will not oper-
ate the food stand for the Treasure Moun-
tain Festival as they have been. Said the
FVFD in a release that “our main goal is to
provide fast, skilled, and adequate response
to calls for service.”

One of the conditions created by TMF
is a temporarily expanded population. A
festival atmosphere features fun and that
plus thousands more people means that “our
call volume has the potential to grow each
TMF weekend.” Providing a consistent level
of first response service inevitably pulls
department volunteers from the food stand,
making it difficult to operate.

Additionally, “we emphasize the impor-
tance of family and many of our members
have other family obligations related to the
festival.” All that said, FVFD said it will
review this decision in 2026 and determine

if the stand should return at that point.

FVFD will continue to do “our annual
boot drive/bucket shake Saturday” and have
more fundraisers planned in the coming
months.

Though not stated in the release, Pend-
leton County officials in recent years have
sounded the alarm about the decreasing
number of young people joining the fire
service and emergency medical services in
the area.

As the role of the FVFD diminishes some-
what during TMF, the organization also an-
nounced plans for “a more predictable and
enhanced” lawn party for 2026.

County volunteer fire departments and
other emergency services in Pendleton
County rely on lawn parties to raise funds
for needs. The FVFD will hold its 2026 lawn
party on July 3 and 4, also “taking control
of the event schedule.”

A release from the department stated that
“we anticipate a greater turnout for the 4th”
and “the event will feature fireworks, along
with various other activities, and we look
forward to seeing everyone there this year.”



William “Bill”
Berlie Huffman

William “Bill” Berlie
Huffman, 82, of McDowell,
Virginia, passed away Sept.
3, 2025, at his home.

He was born June 10,
1943, in McDowell, Virgin-
ia, a son of the late William
Rankin and Alma Virginia
(Bodkin) Huffman.

A community pillar, Mr.
Huffman was a charter
member of the McDowell
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and started the de-
partment’s Maple Festival
fundraiser, their “famous
sought-after chicken.” Ad-
ditionally, he was a former
past president and member
of the Stonewall Ruritan
Club, as well as the High-
land County Fair Associa-
tion.

He had worked as a
surveyor for Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, and worked at Smith
Transfer Company before
being elected as the treas-
urer of Highland County in
1972. He was re-elected for
seven additional terms, of-
ficially retiring in 2003. In
his retirement, he enjoyed
keeping an eye on his cat-
tle and feeding his many
cats. However, his favorite
hobby, was simply “his
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.” Above all,

he will be remembered for
his down-to-earth personal-
ity, his willingness to help
anyone, and his infectious
smile.

On Dec. 4, 1964, he mar-

ried Maxine Jamison, who |

predeceased him in death
March 1, 2014.

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Teresa Lynn Gwin

and companion, Bill Will [

of Blue Grass, Virginia,
Michael Jamison and wife,
Lisa of Moyers, Billy D.
Campbell of Radcliff, Ken-
tucky, and Debra J. Young
of Cloverport, Kentucky;
a “special daughter,” Lois
White of Monterey, Virgin-
1a; a sister, Joy Daggy and
husband, Tom of Mount
Solon, Virginia; grandsons,
Jonathan Gwin and Ashley
of Warm Springs, Virginia,
Shaun Gwin and Josh Gwin
and Hannah, all of Mec-
Dowell, Virginia, Cody and
Chris Campbell of Eliza-
bethtown, Kentucky, and
Steven and Aaron Young of
Cloverport, Kentucky; and
10 great-grandchildren.

He was also preceded in
death by a brother, James
H. Huffman; and a sister,
Barbara Braden.

A funeral service was
held Monday at Obaugh
Funeral Home in McDow-
ell, Virginia, with Rev.
Kathryn A. Hull officiating.
Burial followed in McKend-
ree Cemetery.

Pallbearers were John
and Jack Bodkin, Steve
White, Craig Smith, Steven
Dickey, and Rodney Via.

Honorary pallbearers
were his grandchildren,
nieces, and nephews.

Memorial contributions
may be made to McKend-
ree Cemetery, c/o Sandy
Botkin, 215 Doe Hill Road,
McDowell, VA 24465.

Condolences and memo-
ries may be shared with
the family at www.obaugh
funeral.com.

Now Is The Time
To Get Your Car
Cared For Before
Those Cold
Mornings Begin
Bowers Garage &

Body Shop

Sugar Grove 304-249-51 54.,—;@
Brandywine 304-249-5900
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Randall Blake Champ

Randall “Randy” Blake
Champ, 80, of Arthur en-
tered the Gates of Heaven on
Sept. 3, 2025, at the Grant
Rehab and Care Center in
Petersburg.

He was born on June 8,
1945, in Mouth of Seneca at
North Fork Mountain, the
son of the late John Robert
and Ruth (Miller) Champ.

Mr. Champ was a 1964
graduate of Circleville High
School and a 1969 gradu-
ate of Shepherd University
with a bachelor’s degree in
science.

He began teaching in the
Petersburg School System
for two years and retired
from American Woodmark
as a manager after 36 years
of service.

He was a member of the
Brick Covenant Brethren
Church, the National Rifle
Association and the National
Wild Turkey Federation and
was an avid hunter.

He was known as a kind,
loving family man who will
be missed by all who knew
and loved him.

On May 26, 1974, he mar-
ried Pearl Ann (Shockey)
Champ, who preceded him
in death on April 29, 2021.

He leaves behind to cherish
his memory two sons, Pastor
Shawn Champ (Jennifer)
and Adam Champ, all of
Maysville; two sisters, Are-
tha Kees (Tom) of Fairmont
and Darlene Tustin (David)
of Maysville; a brother, Dan-
ny Champ of Seneca Rocks;
and a granddaughter, Allison
Champ.

He was also preceded in
death by a brother, Myron
Lyle Champ.

Funeral services were
held on Sunday at Brick
Covenant Brethren Church
in Maysville with Pastor
Shawn Champ officiating
and Pastors Randy Cosner
and Ted Anderson assisting.
Interment was at the Bethel
Cemetery in Old Fields.

Memorials may be made to
the Brick Covenant Brethren
Church, 11191 Lunice Creek
Hwy., Maysville, WV 26833,
John Hagee Ministries (htt-
ps:/l'www.jhm.org/donate), or
the NRA (https://donate.nra.
org/donate).

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com or on Facebook
at Basagic Funeral Home.

Arrangements were under
the direction of the Basagic
Funeral Home in Petersburg.

at the

Find Your Treasure

Treasure Mountain Festival

BOOK SALE

Lower Level of Pendleton County Library
(off South Branch Street, Franklin)

Hours: Thursday, Sept. 18 - Noon - 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 19 - 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 20-10a.m. -5 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 21 - Noon - 4 p.m.
Sponsored by Friends of the Library

New Fiver
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J\1-855-440-SE
BUYING GINSENG,
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ROOTS AND HERBS

BUYING BEGINS AUGUST 30!
Friday: Marlinton at Pocahontas IGA - 3:30 - 5 p.m.
Saturday: Petersburg Shop N Save - 8 - 10 a.m.
Saturday: Elkins, intersection 33E - 250/219,
across from KFC - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Ginseng Wet *170 200/lb. / Dry: Sept. 15

bigger roots = bigger prices

LY RESTAURANT

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Sunday Buffet

September 14+ Noon - 3 p.m.
Grilled Bistro Tenders, Chicken Virginia,
Roast Pork Loin with Pomegrante Sauce,
Mixed Green Salad, Roasted Red Potatoes,
White and Wild Rice, Peas and Carrots,
Butter Corn Off the Cob,
Rolls/Butter and Assorted Desserts

RESTAURANT HOURS:

Friday, Saturday and Monday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day.)

Live Music on the Porch
Friday, September 12° 4 -7 p.m.

Friday, September 19

Seneca Caverns Open

Friday - Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
3328 Germany Valley Road., Riverton
304-567-2691

At the Caverns

4-7 p.m.

“Serving the area for 45 years” L Jelh, Diy: "o b
4 Golden Seal Wet: $10%° Dry: 36 |b.

24-Hour Wrecker Service = Stone Root Dry: $45° |b.

Wild Yam Dry: $8% |b.

plus many other herbs
newrivertradinglic.com - 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651

WVMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM - Find us on Facebook

eFarm Credit

Burke and Herbert Bank
Dettinburn Trucking

EJ Wheeler Hardware
Farm Credit

Fox’s Pizza, Brandywine
Freedom Ag & Energy
Greer Lime

Hinkle Trucking

Hott’s Ag-Services
Korner Shop

:Q Pendleton County

would I|ke to thank the following for their
monetary donations to help make the
organization’s annual dinner meeting
August 23 a success:
eBurke and Herbert Bank
eFaithful Friends Animal Clinic
eGrant County Bank
eMathias and Associates Insurance
eMid-Atlantic Group Insurance

Farm Bureau

William Ray
“Bill” Hoover

William Ray “Bill” Hoo-
ver, 80, beloved husband,
father, brother, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather,
passed away peacefully on
Sept. 02, 2025, at Staunton
Post Acute and Rehabilita-
tion in Staunton, Virginia.

Born Aug. 07, 1945, at
home in Sugar Grove, he
was the son of the late Wil-
liam W. Hoover “Pap” and
Louella Hoover.

Following his high school
graduation in 1963, Mr.
Hoover moved to Maryland
to begin his career in the
construction field. He con-

tinued in the construction
field, raising his family,
until he retired in 2012.

Though he has departed
this world, his love for his
family, friends, and golf
will continue to inspire all
of those who were fortunate
to know him.

He met his wife, Linda, at
Franklin High School, and
the two married on March
29, 1963. They recently cel-
ebrated their 62nd wedding
anniversary.

In addition to his beloved
wife, Linda (Armentrout)
Hoover, he is survived by
a sister, Elaine Rexrode;
a brother, Bruce Hoover
and wife, Barbara; three
sons, Ricky Hoover and
wife, Joanne, Greg Hoover
and wife, Gayle, and Fred
Hoover and wife, Tracy; six
grandchildren, Callie, Cory,
Kristin, Billy, Brittney, and
Nick; and currently seven
great-grandchildren.

Final arrangements are
to be determined.

Memorial donations in
his memory may be made
to Weyers Cave United
Methodist Church, 228
Houff Rd., Weyers Cave,
VA 24486.

Earl Smith, 85

Earl Smith, 85, of Florida
passed away on July 6,
2025.

He was born June 9,
1940, in Circleville. He
was the son of the late Lora

Murphy Smith and Richard
Pershing Smith.

A graveside service will
be held at 2 p.m. Sept. 21 at
the North Fork Memorial
Cemetery in Riverton.

HARDY BELGIUM MUMS

More than 20 Varieties

8" Pot %5.00

10" Tri-Color Pof $10.00

In bloom & some ready to plant green
for better survival & fall bloom.

RED LICK FARM GREENHOUSE

Beside Post Office_in Circleville

304-567-2203 / 2599

ALL Vigh!” PRAYER
T;'“ OW'“ corv\mmz@i

October 3™ & 4 2025
7PM to 7AM

tes or all night

Community Center
Confederate Rd.

Bfaithful in prayere ROMANS 22

~ W SLARRVINLIT Y. - TN oy

MONTEREY

STOCKYARD LLC.

formerly Monterey Livestock Sale

ePendleton Community Bank
Thanks also to those who provided door prizes:

Faithful Friends Animal Clinic
Jack Mountain Maple - Mike Eye

Mathias and Associates Insurance
00 0000 00O0COGCOGOEOGEOGOEOEOSOSOOS

“We Pull e Most When We Pull Togetirer!”
Please Support These Area Businesses

Dr. Brandon Mitchell
Moorefield Southern States
Mt. Storm Fuel

Pendleton Community Bank
Pendleton County Outdoors
Potomac Hardware

Sites Auto Parts

T&K Markets

The Pendleton Times

Trails End Outfitters

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Regular Sale - 2 p.m.

Graded Sale
To Follow

(take up begins at 6 a.m.)
HAULING IS AVAILABLE!

Regular sales scheduled for first and third
Wednesday each month.

Sale details/consignment highlights on Facebook.
Contact Barry Wilkins 540-607-6032
Rt. 220 / 1367 Jackson River Road * Monterey, VA
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S lassmates of 1960 Gather fr Runo
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Sixteen members of Franklin High School class of 1960 attended their 65th year reunion on July 27 at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Attending the reunion were, from left, seated, Richard
Bennett, first row, Nancy Hevener Dahmer, Kathleen Moyers Eye, Judy Eckard Rader, Inga Dahmer Kile, Norma Judy Brown, Louise Nesselrodt Pence and Phyllis Miller McCleaf; and second row, Catherine

Thorn Lantz, Ernie Dotson, Maxine Propst Miller, Lorena Bodkin Hoover, Steve Conrad, Carl Kimble, Donald Simmons and Linda Burgoyne Ralston.

HS raduates Qf 1966 Meet for Reunion
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The Franklin High School Class of 1966 met on July 12 at the home of Bill and Sue Pennybacker in Deer Run. There were 15 classmates in attendance. Also attending were three spouses, Carroll Thompson,
Ralph Mitchell, and Sue Pennybacker, two daughters, Suzanne Stewart and Stephanie Adkins, and classmate friend, Rodney Butler. Classmates attending were, from left, first row, Elizabeth Bolton Bodkin
Thelma Pitsenbarger Thompson, Trudy Thompson Cooper, Linda Hevener Stewart, Loretta Hedrick Crider, and Sharon Kimble Scott, second row, Patricia Wilfong Bodkin, Nancy Mitchell Blankenship,

and Sue Sponaugle Mitchell; and third row, Gailand Hartman, Dan Conrad, Bill Pennybacker, Linda Moyers Propst, Jim Kile, and Glenn Riggleman.

»

We are seeking additional housing
for our Moorefield, WV facility

BREEDERS
Contact <
Mlchael Mallow <
304.538.5352
Michael.Mallow@jbssa.com

BROILERS

Contact

>> Duke Dunkle

304.703.7407
Larkin.Dunkle@pilgrims.com

$ Upgrade incentives and new housing

incentives available. Pilgrim’s Moorefield Breeder Department is

seeking additional housing for hatching egg

Fuel pay incentives of $.05/sq. ft. paid
production for our growing facility.

year round.
All litter amendments and bug spray paid

year round.
Extended term contracts and new

We offer many opportunities to expand . d building i fi -
existing farms. Upgrades can be done within increased bullding Incentives are available:

one year of transfer.

208 S. Main St.
Moorefield, WV 26836 Contact us &>
—

W
_— ! Q 304.538.5356 =/

Visit our website
www.pilgrims.com

(&

EOE, including disability/vets

September 11, 2025 - The Pendleton Times - Page 3




30 Years Ago
Week of September 7,
1995

Ancient Village Found
In ‘Dig’ at Seneca Rocks

Seneca Rocks in Pendleton
County is a major tourist
attraction today.

But that’s nothing new.
The area has been attracting
people for 10,000 to 12,000
years and probably longer.

Archaeologists conducting
a dig this summer in a field
in front of Seneca Rocks
unearthed artifacts that date
back ten to twelve thousand
years ago.

“This shows that people
were here thousands of
years ago,” exclaimed David
Landis of Fresoil, Michigan,
archaeologist in charge of an
environmental investigation
of the site.

“But that is not surprising,”
Landis said. “This is a perfect
location for people to gather.
It is the confluence of two
streams which are natural
pathways for human travel,
and it is the crossroads of
five trails into a beautiful
location. We know people
were here in historic and
pre-historic times, but we
don’t know whether the area
was occupied year round,
or whether it was just a
seasonal place of residence,”
Landis mused. “It has been
thought that this was a site
for nomadic Indians, not a
permanent residential site.”

The dig which began April
3 and first expected to last
only three weeks, is still
in progress. Shortly after
the dig started, workers
uncovered stone tools,
pottery and animal and fish
bones.

Landis told an audience of
35 or 40 persons at a meeting
of the Pendleton County
Historical Society August
27 that portions of three
separate villages, two with
palisades around them were
found. These date back only
to 700 or 800 years ago.

The villages were identified
by post hole stains. After
removing the top 12 to 15
inches of disturbed soil with a
bulldozer, the workers hand-
scraped the surface of the
ground to reveal undisturbed
soil. If a post has been in the
ground, it will leave a round
dark colored stain in the
adjacent soil. By identifying
these stains, it is possible
to determine the location of
structures that were there
hundreds of years ago.

In the Seneca Rocks dig,
more than 2,000 post hole
stains were found, 1500 of
which were pre-historic. Post
hole stains formed elliptical
patterns 30 to 40 feet long
and approximately 20 feet
wide. These indicate the
location of a building. There
were eight buildings in a
cluster, and three clusters
of buildings were found. Post
hole stains also revealed the
presence of palisades around
two of the clusters.

Landis said it is his opinion
that the villages were not
occupied more than 35 years,
partly because the patterns
were so clear, indicating that
they were not there long

enough to have repairs or
changes in location.

The archaeologist said
they found fragments of
pottery and that he believes
they were making pottery
there because they found pits
in a row containing pottery
fragments. He said they
found no remnants of grains
or vegetables such as corn
or beans which would have
indicated that they were
cultivating food, but they did
find a lot of nut shells.

Other artifacts were found
in locations away from the
site of the villages. A fire pit
was found at one place, and
a cache of 59 tool blanks at
another. Many spear points
were found that probably
were for use on thrusting or
throwing spears.

A preliminary
investigation of the visitor
center construction site
revealed evidence that the
site had been occupied by
Native Americans, but no
one expected the scope of
what the dig has uncovered.

The dig was conducted only
in areas that will be disturbed
by the construction of the
new visitor center and the
parking lot. Other adjoining
areas which undoubtedly
would reveal other evidence
of pre-historic occupation
will not be excavated because
of the cost.

SUGAR GROVE

Canning Vegetables
Is Way of Life
In Pendleton County

This summer has become a
bookmark in our memories.
Although the summer has
been extremely hot, the
gardens have done very
well. Gardening and canning
goods 1s not only a hobby or
pastime, but a necessity and
a way of life. Even though we
can go to the grocery store and
purchase canned products
and produce, there really is
nothing that tastes better
than a nurtured tomato that
has ripened in the sun, and
ready for a sharp knife and
a sprinkle of salt. How about
an ear of corn that is pulled
off the stalk and cooked
five minutes later? Nothing
tastes as good as home frozen
or canned green beans. There
really is no satisfaction like
knowing that one has raised
the produce from one’s own
labor, harvested and stored
for snowy days.

40 Years Ago
Week of September 12,
1985

Chinese Delegation
To Study Rural Life
In Pendleton County

Six members of the Soong
Ching Ling Foundation
in China are coming to
Pendleton County September
15 for a four-day visit to
study the local community.

The Soong Ching Ling
Foundation is the only
private foundation in China.
Madame Soong Ching Ling,
wife of Sun Yet Ling, was
very interested in programs
for women and children. The
foundation, established in

Blauch
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her memory, funds special
projects for children.

The group will be in the
United States for three
weeks. During that time
they will visit the Rockefeller
and Robert Wood Johnson
Foundations, and two
communities, Chapel
Hill, North Carolina, and
Pendleton County.

The purpose of their trip
is to learn how foundations
operate in the United States
and to see how American
communities work together
to meet the needs of their
community. During their
stay, they will see Pendleton
Community Care, Wee
School Nursery, Pendleton
Nursing Home, Pendleton
County Library, Woodlands
Institute, Pendleton County
Schools, and they will talk
with the county extension
agent.

The members of the group
are very much interested
in learning more about
Americans and how they
live. They will be staying in
people’s homes and will be
walking around town. Many
of them know English, so feel
free to say hello.

Organization Formed
To Preserve
Old Wayside Inn

The North Fork Historical
Society, Inc., has been formed
to preserve the old Wayside
Inn located at Seneca Rocks
in Pendleton County.

Located on grounds
acquired by the U. S.
Government near the Seneca
Rocks Visitors Center, the
old log house was built in the
mid-1800s and according to
area residents, was used as
an ordinary tavern prior to
and during the Civil War.

Research indicates that it
has significance in the area’s
transportation history,
and 1ts architecture is
representative of mountain
culture in the last century.

Descendants of the late
William Sites, who was the
first owner of the inn, and
other area residents have
been granted permission by
the U. S. Forest Service to
stabilize the structure.

The North Fork Historical
and Cultural Society, Inc.,
has been organized and
members are now being
solicited.

70 Years Ago
Week of September 8,
1955

Dr. Sites Moves
To New Office Building

Dr. Charles J. Sites has
moved his medical offices
to his new building east of
the Pendleton County Bank
building.

Dr. Sites began work on
the new brick two-story
building last winter and has
just completed the structure.
He moved his offices into the
first story of the building
August 29.

Dr. H. Byrd Teter’s dental
offices are located on the
second floor of the building.

EDITORIALS

Way Back Yonder — — —

On page “five” of this
edition of the “Times” is a
poem which gives a good
description of the Town of
Franklin and its residents
in the year 1873. One can
hardly read this poem
without becoming interested
in Franklin and wondering
about its history prior to
that date.

As amatter of fact, Franklin
was already 79 years old
when this poem was written.
As early as December 19,
1794, an act of the Virginia
Legislature designated it
a town under the name of
Franklin, although it had
previously been known as
Frankfort. However, the
name of Frankfort could
not be used because the
legislature had designated
a town by that name in
Hampshire County in 1788.

The legislative act
designating the town also
name ten trustees. They
were Joseph Arbaugh, Jacob
Conrad, James Dyer, Sr.,
John Hopkins, Peter Hull,
Joseph Johnson, William
McCoy, Oliver McCoy,
James Patterson and John
Roberts. By another act
dated Christmas day,
1800, the trustees were
authorized to make and
establish legal regulations
for protecting property from
fire, for keeping hogs from
running at large, to prohibit
the galloping and racing of
horses in streets and alleys
and preserving good order
generally.

The first residents on the
site which is now Franklin
appear to have been Francis
and George Evick who
surveyed 160 acres of land
on the left bank of the South
Branch in 1769. George
Evick built a log house on
the east side of the river at
the mouth of what is now
known as Evick Gap, and
Francis located near a spring
back of the present Franklin
Volunteer Fire Company
building.

In June of 1788 the first
county court of Pendleton
met at the house of Captain
Stratton at what is now
Ruddle and decided to locate
the county seat on the Evick
farm. Within a few weeks
after the action of the county
court, Francis Evick laid off
a town site along the foot of
the ridge above his meadows
covering an area of 46-1/2
acres. In contrast to the
haphazard way in which
many towns grow, Franklin
was laid off in a methodical
manner which does credit to
all who had a part in it.

Shortly thereafter George
Evick sold his interest in the
160 acres to Francis for 250
pounds ($833.33), and on
that same day Robert Davis,
the sheriff, bought the first
building lot containing 1/2
acre for the sum of 5 pounds
or $16.67. The population of
Franklin grew steadily and
by 1800 it had increased to
almost 100.

In 1834, after the town had
had an authorized existence
of forty years, there were two
stores, two tan yards, three
saddlers, two carpenters,
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two shoemakers, two
blacksmiths, one gunsmith,
one tailor, one hatter, and one
cabinet and chair maker. The
professions were represented
by two attorneys and one
physician. There were also
a school, a temperance and
Bible society.

In 1910 Oren F. Morton
wrote in his Pendleton
County History that
“Franklin in its present guise
is one of the handsomest
of the small towns of West
Virginia,” a statement which
applies as well today as it did
in 1910.

80 Years Ago
Week of September 7,
1945

Marines Tell Pacific’s
Number 1 Fish Story

Fish stories are generally
tall stories, but two Marines
who landed on Theya island
in the Ryukyus recently
have an unusual fish story
to tell—and it’s true.

Shortly after the
unopposed landing on this
mile-long island, dwindling
food supplies prompted
marine officials to permit
the island’s fishermen to
make a fishing jaunt inside
the reef which parallels the
shoreline, Staff Sgt. Bob
Hillburn reports.

Once fairly out in the
water, the group divided
into two parties. Each pair
of craft rigged up a net
between them and then the
swimmers, stripped to loin
cloths, went over the sides.

Then—and this is the fish
story part—the swimmers,
by their antics actually drove
the fish into the nets.

105 Years Ago
Week of September 10,
1920

TELEPHONE MEN
BUILD LINE GRATIS

There is telephone service
this summer at the Fresh
Air Camp of Charleston’s
Union Mission, and Patrick
Withrow, the superintendent,
has found that it doesn’t
always require money to do
things, if the cause is worthy
and the need is great.

The Union Mission
Summer Camp is located on
Nonable Branch about three
miles and a half outside of
Charleston. It provides fresh
air and fun and healthful
recreation for about sixty
needy youngsters who would
otherwise spend the hot
summer months in the city
without ever a taste of the
country’s green coolness.

Telephone service was one
of the necessary requisites
at the camp, but the camp
was not within reach of
any existing telephone
line and building a mile or
two of connecting line is
an expensive project. The
cost was nearly a thousand
dollars—far beyond the
means of the Mission.
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Smith Creek/
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

Next week is the Treasure
Mountain Festival in Frank-
lin. A couple days later is the
first day of fall.

This Saturday is the first
day of squirrel season. Sept.
27 is the first day of bow and
arrow hunting for deer and
bear.

Smith Creek and Friends
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moy-
ers, Pam Riner, Anna Tesi,
Sandra Vandevander, Larry
Moyers, Sandy Washburn,
Mary Alice Simmons, Anna
Lee Mitchell and Carol
Propst; prayer list — Richard
Campbell, Joshua Shirk, Ava
George, Kenny Williams, Den-
nis Mitchell, Debbie Horst,
Neal Eye, Donald Burns, Ruth
Bauer, Rick Waggy, Anna
Mauzy, Gloria Moats, Rutha-
lene Judy, Frankie Judy,
David Berg, Tim and Dee
McCormick, Jim Judy, Jes-
sie Simmons, Minny Rhoads,
Larry Rexrode, Troy Ben-
nett, Jim Fawley, Tom and
Judy Borror, Bob and Brenda
Sites, Judith Ours, Nancy and
Toney George, David M. Hart-
man, George Hevener, Tonya
Simon, Danny Nelson, David
M. Parkinson, Cleo Simmons,
Tom Butterworth, Sherry He-
drick, Bobby Parsons, Robert
Bennett, Rick Phares, Virgil
“Bub” Yokum, Hannah He-
drick, Barbara Judy Harman,
John Moyers, Norma Auville,
Shana Johnson, Chuck Hiett,
Betty Smith, Gretta Pope,
Chase Shepke, Woody and
Libby Hoover, Sherry Cham-
bers, Ginger Kimble, Kaylee
Bennett, Bruce Lambert, Paul
Mallow, David Smith and the
Bill Huffman family.

Prayer thought: “Dear Fa-
ther, your creation speaks
of your splendor and power.
Please help me trust You
when life feels overwhelming.”

High and low temperatures
and precipitation for Sept. 1
through Sept. 7 were as fol-
lows: Sept. 1 - 74°, 43° (75°,
64°, .78”), Sept. 2 - 73°, 45°
(73°, 57°, .01”), Sept. 3 - 79°,
48° (69°, 45°), Sept. 4 - 73°,
54°, 22”7 (73°, 44°), Sept. 5
- 84°, 55° (77°, 45°), Sept. 6 -
76°, 63° (80°, 44°) and Sept.
7 -T71°, 46° (71°, 58°).
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Community Will Miss Influence of Century Old Inhabitant

Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

Virginia Octavia Hively Propst was a fixture at the Sinnett
Lane Grocery, a hub of the community, which was built by her
husband, Dillon, and opened in 1948, with proprietors, Ruth
and Kathy following. She was born Feb. 12, 1923, in Malta,
Montana, the fourth of eight children to the late Loy Eston and
Estella Wilhelmina Sibert Hively. She returned to the South
Fork when she was five years old.

Virginia married Dillon Propst at the parsonage at Sin-
nett’s Lane with Rev. Kullman performing the ceremony. She
graduated in 1941 from Franklin High School, and soon after
she had Virginia Ruth and Eston Wayne. Her working career
included the woolen mill in Cleveland, Ohio, a shirt factory
making military uniforms for World War I, waitressing at the
Star Motel Restaurant and making the store her top priority.

She had a green thumb, becoming an avid gardener, plant-
ing vegetables, fruits and dahlias, saving seed for the following
year’s yield. Her cellar was always filled with canned goods.
Well known for her baking skills, folks looked forward to her
dumplings, pot pie, bread, buckwheat cakes, cruellers, and fried
cheese to name a few of her delicacies.

Virginia was community oriented. She served as an emer-
gency medical technician for the South Fork Rescue Squad and
spending monthly time at Pendleton Manor to share fellow-
ship in song and visitation. The Chrismons which adorn the
St. John Christmas tree came to be due to her streamlining a
production force which included her family, and church fam-
ily. The quilt ministry, which continues to this day, came to
be due to Virginia’s interest in organizing this activity. When
she was unable to participate at church, the quilting activity
continued in her home where she knotted even up to her late
90s. Church was a center point in her life and she was a very
valued member of the St. John congregation. There were very
few Sundays she missed attending and that would have been
due to illness or other complications.

Virginia and Dillon loved to have a good time and laughter
would often be accompanied with that. They very much enjoyed
playing Rook into the late hours on a Saturday night. Fam-
ily was a high priority in her life. She enjoyed keeping close
contact with her relatives, and delighted with reunions and
get-togethers.

Surviving her are three grandchildren, three great-grand-
children, (with their respective spouses) and two great-great-
grandchildren, all of whom she was very proud.

Virginia would smile at the sound of the following song,
which she loved:

“T'd stay in the garden with Him Tho’ the night around me
be falling, but He bids me go; Thro’ the voice of woe His voice
to me is calling. And He walks with me, and He talks with
me, And He tells me I am His Own; and the joy we share as
we tarry there, None other has ever known.”

Sympathy is extended to the family during this difficult time.

Life’s little instructions to make the day better include the
following:

1. No matter a persons’ age, it’s never okay to speak disre-
spectfully to one’s parents.

2. Put the phone down.

3. Shut the refrigerator door.

4. Get regular checkups

5. Be thankful for every meal.

Monday morning temperatures took a sharp dip to 38 de-
grees. Time to get the warm clothing out. Hummingbirds will
be wending down to their southern home. Hold off cleaning
their feeders to make sure they have actually left.

Quotes for the week are as follows:

“Catch a wave and you're sitting on top of the world.” — the

Two 1941 Franklin High School graduates, Carrie Virginia
Pitsenbarger Schulz (Nov. 12, 1923 —Jan. 4, 2020), left, and Virginia
Octavia Hively Propst (Feb. 12, 1923 - Sept. 1, 2025) are pictured.
The two remained friends ever since Virginia came to live on the
South Fork when she was five. They attended church and school
together.

Beach Boys

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces,
I would still plant my apple tree.” — Martin Luther

“T looked up my family tree and found out I was the sap.” —

Rodney Dangerfield

“I never ran my train off the tracks, and I never lost a pas-
senger.” — Harriet Tubman

“You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.” — Indira
Gandhi

Sitting by the porch swing is the place to hear the Talk of
the Grove.

Rhonda and Helen Nash had a quiet celebration in honor
of Rhonda’s birthday last week. The “main event” consisted
of barbecued St. Louis-style ribs and one of Linda Rexrode’s
peanut butter pies. It was a perfect celebration after a busy
day of yardwork.

Helen and Rhonda Nash enjoyed a throng of visitors over
Labor Day weekend as they hosted an Owens family gather-
ing (Helen’s side of their family tree). Nashland was filled with
hugs and laughter, the sounds of music, cornhole, Kan Jam, the
delicious aromas of grilling, a “groaning board” of wonderful
food, and the warmth of their new firepit. More than 30 family
members came from West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina,
and South Carolina to celebrate some special time together.

Bill and Donna Arrington went to Morgantown to babysit
their youngest grandsons and really enjoyed it. Evan and Ally
went to the Mountaineer game.

Eddie Rader of Davis visited last Tuesday in the home of
Willard and Judy Rader.

Eldon Puffenbarger is in Morgantown. He had surgery to
repair a broken leg and ankle after suffering a fall last Wednes-
day evening.

Phil Downs received a good health report when visiting with
his cardiologist, this week. He motored Saturday to Romney
for a wedding, returning Sunday

This week’s clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:

* Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, and Vermont stand with bans on
billboard advertising. The rule keeps their landscapes pristine,
promotes safer roads, and preserves the scenic beauty that
draws visitors from around the world.

* Pitcairn Island has a population of 50 people.

* Barbados boasts of 80 stunning white beaches.

*Iceland is the safest country in the world.

*St. Croix has flown seven different flags before being sold
to the United States.

The remaining September birthdays include Lucinda Harper,
ninth; Brittany Lehman, 16th; Sarah Hedrick, 17th; Bill
Rexrode, 18th; Travis Beachler, 19th; Neva Rexrode, Jason
Smith and Beth Moyers, 21st; Tammy Ruddle, 22nd; Woody
Hoover, 23rd; Ruthalene May and Roy Roberson, 24th; Robin
Evick, 25th; Charles Anderson, 26th; Jim Kile and Emily and
K.J. Simmons, 27th; Debbie Sites and Justin Bowers, 28th;
Tammy Lambert, Julia Homan, Ann Kiser and Chase Owens,
29th; and Morgan Hoover, Chuck Frame and Vickie Rawley,
30th.

Concerns are as follows: Mike Adams, Charles Anderson,
Joan Ashley, Roger Ashley, Mercedes Aumann, Dave Basagic,
Allen Beachler, “Bo” Boggs, Larry Byers, Joyce Calhoun, Marie
Cole, Stanley Dahmer, Kim Davis, Jennifer Errett, Isaac Eye,
Marie Eye, Mary Eye, Carl Gant, David Gillispie, Patsy Green,
JC Hammer, Sharon Harr, Steve and Armanda Heavner, Han-
nah Hedrick, Jack and Starr Hedrick, the family of Morgan
Hedrick, Chuck and Tracy Hiett, Jim Hiner, Evan Hise, Tim
Hively, Edsel and Mary Ann Hogan, Julia Homan, the family
of Bill Hoover, Delbert Olin Hoover, Keith Hoover, the family
of Maxine Hoover, Debbie Horst, the Bill Huffman family, Bob
and Cynthia Hurry, Mike and Lisa Jamison, Linda Jones, Rich-
ard Judy, Marsha Keller, Tara Kelley, Ruth Kile, Tom and Kim
Kline, Tracie Knight, Laura Kropp, Melissa Lambert, Robert
Lambert, Rex Landis, Donna Mallow, Paul Mallow, Roger
and Skip Mallow, Audree Marsh, Anna Mauzy, Ed May, Gene
and Joan McConnell, Gary McDonald, Neil McLaughlin, Rose
Miller, Bruce Minor, Tom and Brandon Mitchell, the family
of Thomas “Harvey” Jerry Mitchell, Barbara Moats, Gloria
Moats, Jim Moats, Helen Nash, Aaron Nelson, Dwight Nelson,
Ruth Nelson, Cheryle Paine, Terri Parker, Andy Pond, Wayne
Price, Janice Propst, Alda Propst, Mike Propst, Sheldon Propst,
the Virginia Propst family, Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, the
family of Matthew Putz, Tom Rader, Willard Rader, Brandon
Reel, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy Rexrode, Linda Fay Rexrode,
Bernie Sasscer, Annie Simmons, Erin Simmons, Eva Sim-
mons, Greg Simmons, Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, To-
nya Simon, Robbie Sites, Mike Skiles, Ed and Carolyn Smith,
Natalie Stephenson, Tina Stuben, Steve Stump, the family
of Patrica Swecker, Linda and Larry Vandevander, Sandra
Vandevander, Amy Vaus, Estelle and Don Wagner, Mary
Louise Waldschlager, the family of Amby Waybright, Jr., Mike
Waybright, Rene White, Sherry Wilfong, Judy Williams and
Ann and Ed Wimer.

‘Students Managing Very Well’ with State
Mandated Personal Electronic Devices Policy

By Stephen Smoot

“Almighty God, we thank
You for the young folks that
are here tonight and their ac-
complishments so far,” prayed
J. D. Wilkins, Pendleton
County Board of Education
president, as he delivered the
customary invocation.

As the first meeting of the
month of September got un-
derway, the board recognized
Leah Nesselrodt, Mason Di-
Falco, Breena Bowers, and
Jonas Turner. They earned
outstanding scores during the
West Virginia SAT School Day
assessments. The state sees
this event as the 11th grade
“general summative assess-
ment for high school.”

Nesselrodt had the top
scores in reading, writing
and mathematics. DiFalco
enjoyed the second highest
tallies. Bowers scored second
in mathematics and third
highest in reading and writ-
ing while Turner earned third
in math.

Derek Lambert, incoming
principal of Pendleton County
Middle/High School, added
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that English and language
arts scores from that test rose
“well above the state average.”

Board members praised the
students and staff, saying,
“Great job guys. Keep up the
good work.”

After the good news, more
good news came as J. P. Mow-
ery delivered the treasurer’s,
then financial report. The Aug.
31 balance, with tax receipts
rising into September, was re-
ported at $2,397,821.12, after
subtracting “some set asides
to cover the August payroll.”

He also reported the year-
to-date interest rate, 4.44
percent, had led to just under
$10,000 collected since the
start of the fiscal year. Mow-
ery related that Pendleton
County Schools enjoyed a
higher interest rate on its
accounts than other counties.
One county’s accounts only
collected 2.5 percent interest.

Bills for August totaled
$481,991.96. Just over $9,300
went to Baker-based Lost
River Meats to supply beef.

As per usual, Mowery
shared that financials re-
mained in good shape, but
that headwinds from different
areas, such as a decline in
grant and other types of fund-
ing, could put pressure on the
school system in the future.

Travis Heavner reported
on the facilities, starting with
“we do have some air con-
ditioning issues.” As he ex-
plained in a previous meeting,
the summertime patterns of
use put added stress on HVAC
systems, which often require
maintenance work by August.
Problems popped up in the
middle/high school, Franklin
Elementary School, and also
the central office.

Damage to the Harold Mi-

chael Building should soon be
completed. Heavner shared
that the masonry had been
replaced. Metal and ceiling
tile will be installed next.

He then noted that the
school system had applied for
a grant from the state to help
with work at both the middle/
high school and Brandywine
Elementary School. Finally,
he assured all that “we are
working on the sound system
at the high school.” It per-
formed somewhat inconsist-
ently during the opening var-
sity football game at Franklin.

Nicole Hevener, Pendleton
County Schools superinten-
dent, put before the board
two different memorandum
of understanding agreements.
The first outlined a partner-
ship with Home Base Inc.,
a provider of mental health
services. Though they prefer
to work in home, they can
also operate at the school if
needed.

Pendleton County Schools
has no financial obligation as
aresult of this MOU. Another
MOU established coopera-
tion with Best Life Therapy,
which provides occupational
therapy.

The superintendent ex-
plained too that cameras now
record the special education
area environment. This comes
on the heels of abuse cases in
places like Berkeley County.
The bathroom nearest this
classroom has an audio moni-
tor in case of emergency with
a special needs student.

Hevener stated that the
school system must notify
both staff and family of the
presence of recording devices.
Families can have these chil-
dren “opt to use a different
bathroom” if uncomfortable

with the safety measure.

Board members heard an
update about North Fork
Elementary School since
opening day. Lisa Roberson,
school principal, shared her
appreciation with the su-
perintendent’s emphasis on
“positivity” and its beneficial
effect on staff and students.
Additionally, she thanked the
board for help with the Harold
Michael Building repairs.

Lambert stated that “home-
coming preparations are un-
derway. It is on Sept. 26.”
He shared that it was a little
early compared to most years.
He also informed the board of
“how well the cell phone policy
is going.” He referred to the
policy required by the state
that bans student possession
of personal electronic devices,
including cell phones, in a
classroom during educational
time.

“The students are managing
very well,” he said with pride.
Wilkins added that he’d heard
no problems reported as well.
Sonny O’Neil, board member,
remarked, “There are good
surprises sometimes.”

Hevener in the period for
superintendent’s comments
discussed the need for regular
discussions on data, building
on the focus established in
recent years. “Data discus-
sions” will help the informa-
tion to tell its story both indi-
vidually and collectively. She
also noted the importance of
the school system remaining
transparent and cited efforts
through The Pendleton Times
and social media to keep the
public informed.

She will also continue to
engage leadership at the state
level on issues of importance
to Pendleton County schools.

Guild Seeking Quilts,
Needlework for TMF Show

Sew and Sews Quilt Guild proudly presents the 2025
Treasure Mountain Quilt Show, featuring quilts and
needlework items by area residents and members of the
guild. The quilt show will be open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on Sept. 19 and 20 and from 10 a.m. to noon on Sept. 21.
The quilt show will close for the parade on Sept. 20 and
open again after the parade. The display and needlework
demonstrations will be located in the Pendleton Com-
munity Building in Franklin. Holly Hubbs will present
a hand spinning demonstration during the quilt show.
The Dulcimer Dames will be performing from 4 to 6 p.m.
on Sept. 19.

Quilters and needle crafters from Pendleton and sur-
rounding counties are encouraged to enter the show.
Membership in the guild is not a requirement for entry.
The show will be judged and ribbons will be awarded.

Participants can enter the following categories: hand-
quilted quilts, machine-quilted quilts, knotted comfort-
ers, antique knotted comforters, antique crazy quilts,
baby quilts, small, medium and large wall hangings, lap
quilts, whole cloth hand quilted quilts, quilted household
items (i.e. pot holders, table runners, placemats), wear-
able art (i.e. quilted vests and purses), hand-quilted ap-
plique quilts, cross stitched quilts, embroidered quilts,
embroidery, crocheted and knitted afghan, crocheted and
knitted miscellaneous items, printed cross stitch, counted
cross stitch, crazy quilts (not antique), miscellaneous
needlecraft and antique miscellaneous items.

Youth categories are open to anyone 18 years of age
or younger. Youth categories are as follows: knotted
comforters, hand-quilted quilts, machine quilted quilts,
wall hangings, pieced pillows, needlework and knitted
and crocheted items.

Many quilts are family heirlooms, handed down from
generation to generation. Each quilt has a story to tell
and reflects the style of the era in which it was made.
The entries in the show revive the past and inspire many
to carry on this tradition for the next generation.

As the items on display in the quilt show represent
untold hours of craftsmanship, great care is taken to
keep them in top condition. No food or drink is allowed
in the display area. Items cannot be touched, but an
attendant (wearing white gloves) can show the back of
items if anyone requests.

Items to be displayed and judged may be brought to
the community building from 5 to 7 p.m. on Sept. 17 and
from 9 a.m. to noon on Sept. 18. They may be items that
a person has made or heirlooms handed down in one’s
family. Participants will fill out a registration form and
a ticket for each item. A receipt stub will be given to
participants that must be presented when the item 1is
picked up after the show. If there is a history or story of
interest about a quilt please jot it down and bring that
along. Items must be picked up from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
on Sept. 21 unless prior arrangements have been made.

Don’t miss this beautiful display of local “Crown Jewels
of Appalachia.”
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Wildcats Big Plays Top Cougars’ Determination in 57-36 Win

By Stephen Smoot

The casual fan may look at the 21-point win by Pendleton
County over rival East Hardy and assume that the home team
had little trouble dispatching the visitors from Baker.

Those who attended will vouch that this, in fact, was a close
contest that tested the surging Wildcats.

Pendleton County came off a win that looks more like a ma-
jor upset in week two. The Keyser Golden Tornadoes, who lost
handily in Franklin, dominated Lewis County Friday. Perennial
power East Hardy dropped a loss to perennial power Wahama
last week 79-40.

With Tucker County coming up in week three, the Cougars’
trip to Franklin served as a very motivating early season “must
win” and their effort reflected that.

Once again, a person could not have programmed better game
time weather. Players enjoyed mid-70s temperatures, little
breeze, and skies as clear as the new sound system installed
last week.

East Hardy opted to take the opening kickoff. Kamron Red-
man kicked it short and to the left, putting the receiving team on
their own 30. They rely heavily on their strong and mobile line
blocking for two shifty runners and one who charges downfield
like a raging bull.

All night, that offense would test the heart of the Wildcat
defense.

Five plays took East Hardy 16 yards, and they punted. Quarter-
back Colton Roberson picked up where he left off against Keyser.
From his own 25, he rolled left and found Chase Owens cutting
across the field at about the 35. He threw across his body, hit the
receiver in stride and watched him streak up the left sideline to
the opposing 12-yard line.

Three running plays got the Wildcats across the goal line with
9:15 left to go in the first. East Hardy could do little with their
second possession and a punt put the Wildcat offense back in
business with seven minutes left in the quarter.

Overall, the game plan changed against East Hardy. Pendle-
ton County mercilessly picked on Keyser’s defensive backs for
big chunks of yardage, but the more athletic Cougar defenders
contained that more.

Zac Smith, head coach, called on his running back Redman
much more in this contest as his offensive line could create more
creases against the Cougars than the Keyser Golden Tornadoes.

On second down with second and 10 at their own 36, Redman
looked for room in the middle, quick-hopped right, evaded a
would-be tackler, then surged ahead to the East Hardy 46 where
the defense nudged him out of bounds.

Four plays later on third and three, Redman picked up eight
yards and the first down. Later on second and 15 at the Cougar
40, Redman took a left sweep 17 yards to continue the drive.
Roberson himself served as the other part of the Wildcat run-
ning one-two punch all night long. His legs gave his team the
second touchdown and Redman’s leg hit its second extra point
for a 14-0 lead early after a 14-play 64-yard drive that ate almost
four minutes of clock.

Pendleton County would dominate the game in time of posses-
sion with these long and sustained drives.

Down 14 did not discourage the visitors and the Cougars roared
to life, stunned by the quick deficit. With two runs and three
passes, they found the endzone in a relatively quick 2:14 that got
them on the board but gave their defense little rest.

The Wildcats had the ball for one play but fumbled and gave
it up at the East Hardy 31. The Cougars moved a total of one
yard and punted.

Roberson took the running duties in this drive. From his own
10, he ran right and gained seven, then later on third and three,

A WIIDCATS &

A rare and wondrous sight is a defensive lineman returning a
long interception for a touchdown. Spencer Hartman provides the
exclamation point on the big Wildcat win. Photo by Light in Motion.

number 22 gained 22 yards to the Wildcat 39. Four plays later on
second and nine at the East Hardy 39, Roberson lofted a pass to
a leaping Travis Owens. He pulled in and hung onto the pass as
a defender drove his pads into the thighs of the elevated receiver.

The quarterback closed the drive with a seven-yard run.
Though not apparent at the time, when Smith called on Travis
Owens to take the snap for the kick and run in a successful two-
point conversion it played a major factor in East Hardy strategy
late in the game.

Once again, the Wildcats looked poised to put the game away,
but East Hardy does not give up. The kickoff put them at their
own six, but the run-oriented squad made the gutsy call to attack
through the air. On first down, a pass glanced off a receiver’'s
hands at the 30. He had sneaked past the defender and had open
field before them. That play failed, but then on third and six, the
same approach brought the Cougars a big passing score and once
again pulled their team within a touchdown, 22-14.

Punch, counterpunch. Punch, counterpunch. Like Muhammed
Ali battling Joe Frazier, the teams stood toe to toe and pounded
each other. Pendleton County started at their own 20. In two
plays, Roberson’s legs had his team at their own 40. The Wild-
cats moved the ball well but help from East Hardy in the form of
two personal fouls helped them to move it even better. Roberson
bowled over two defenders at the goal line to cap off an 11-play
80-yard drive to put his team up 29 to 14.

With 1:54 left in the half, East Hardy drove 80 yards on five
plays in only 54 seconds to once again score a touchdown. They
failed on the two-point conversion, leaving themselves down by
nine going into the half.

Pendleton County received the ball to start the second half
and resumed their war of attrition via the run. On first and 10
from the 42, Roberson faked a handoff and surged ahead to the
East Hardy 43, carrying defenders with him the last several
yards. Redman followed with a strong five-yard push inside the
Cougar 40.

Three plays later on a critical fourth down and six at the op-
posing 38, Roberson ran it himself to the left sideline, turned the
corner on the defense, and gave his team the first down at the
27. Almost a minute and a half later, the Wildcats faced another
fourth and long, but the quarterback fired a pass to Chase Owens
on the left side of the endzone.

That put a scoring exclamation point on an 11-play drive that
covered 70 yards in about five minutes. Counting the two fourth

down conversions, this drive cemented the ideal that Pendleton
County can play quick-strike offense as it did against Keyser or
grind down the opposing defense with long and punishing ground
focused drives.

With Redman’s kick, the Wildcats had a 36-20 advantage with,
as far as the home crowd was likely concerned, way too much
time left, seven minutes in the third. The Cougars took a kick
in the teeth and a punch in the gut on the previous drive that
might have broken the back of most teams, but East Hardy had
a lot of life left in them. They drove right down the field, keyed
by a 45-yard run by their big back up the middle. They closed
the scoring gap to 10 at the 3:39 mark.

Pendleton County started at their own 20 and wasted little time
in response. On the third play of the drive at their own 36, Rob-
erson stood in and delivered a pass 15 yards downfield to Travis
Owens. The receiver ran past defenders and accelerated upfield
until caught from behind inside the Cougar 10. With 1:21 left,
Roberson got behind the right guard and dove into the endzone.

Reliable Redman nailed another extra point and Pendleton
County momentarily had a commanding 43-27 lead.

Momentarily because East Hardy once again used its speedy
skilled players and excellent offensive line to push to about the
Wildcat 20. David Noble and Roberson had key tackles to stall
out the offense at the 30. On fourth and goal, they kicked a field
goal and sat at a 13-point disadvantage with 10:50 left in the
game, closing to within striking distance.

The Wildcats took the kickoff at their own 20, but had to punt
with 8:29 left and put the visitors at their own 28. Relentless, they
put together a long and sustained drive, mostly on the ground,
that gave them a touchdown with about 4:20 remaining in the
game and only behind by six.

If no one on either sideline had thoughts of the remarkable
comeback two seasons ago by Pendleton County against Moore-
field, perhaps memories of that game resurfaced. Pendleton
County’s offense met stiff resistance from East Hardy, who forced
a punt with about 3:08 left.

East Hardy had enjoyed the benefit of hard work, effort, and
luck to keep pace with the home team, but the third attribute
ran out on them at the very end as the Wildcat defense imposed
its will on the conclusion.

On first and 10 near midfield, East Hardy completed a mid-
range pass, but a bone-jarring hit by Chase Owens popped the
ball loose and in the vicinity of a fast-closing Travis Owens. He
scooped the ball and sprinted past chasing Cougars to the endzone
to finally close the door on the Cougars.

As celebratory songs poured through the sparking clear sound
system, East Hardy tried to put on points for pride. They once
again ground out yards and got in position to score until Spencer
Hartman stepped in and intercepted a pass. The defensive line-
man showed his speed as he accelerated past East Hardy and
closed the game with a bang, the final score 57-36.

For the second week in a row, Pendleton County battled a team
strong up front. Like last week, the Wildcats capably opened
holes for Redman and Roberson to pick up enough yards on the
ground to keep the defense honest. Roberson also had time to
find receivers for midrange passes. East Hardy did a great job
of keeping Pendleton County’s playmakers at receiver in front
of them, but mainly that served to extend drives and keep their
defense on the field longer.

Pendleton County’s defense made very good offensive team
work for their points and gave up almost nothing easy. East
Hardy may very well start the season zero and three after Tucker
County next week, but still score their way into the post season.

On Friday, the Wildcats host a Class AA Petersburg Vikings
squad that has played lights out in its first two contests against
Wyoming East and Berkeley Springs.

Injured or Sick - But Not an Emergency?

HAPI

ARE

Same-day care. No appointment needed.

WVU Medicine Rapid Care at the Elkins
Corridor Medical Center offers walk-in
treatment for minor ilinesses and injuries — including
on-site lab and imaging services, vaccinations, and

sports physicals.

UNITED HOSPITAL CENTER

Conveniently located off Corridor H ® 1013 N. Randolph Avenue °
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Minor Burns
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Vomiting
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Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas
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Latin American Parasite, Other Market Forces
Depress Cattle Production in West Virginia

By Stephen Smoot

“We have a lack of live cattle,” said Leanna
Basye of the Lost River-based Teets Cattle
Company in partial explanation of the drop
of production during the past year. The
United States Department of Agriculture’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service
publishes multiple monthly releases under
“Mountain State Reporter” that detail ag-
ricultural production trends in both West
Virginia and across the nation.

Late last month, that publication noted
that commercial cattle slaughter, which in-
dicates the carcass weight after slaughter,
totaled 750,000 pounds of live weight in July
2025, but that month’s total had dropped
20 percent from July 2024. The report from
January indicated a 900,000, or 24 percent,
decline from January 2024 to January 2025.

Basye shared that much of the drop comes
from the impact of New World Screwworm
outbreaks in Central America and Mexico.
“Live imports are shut down due to the
screwworm,” she shared, then added that “a
lot of the cattle that were being killed were
being imported.”

Recently found in a Maryland human who
traveled in Central America, the NWS peri-
odically breaks out in the tropical regions of
the Western Hemisphere. The worm itselfis
a larvae hatched from eggs laid by a species
of fly. These larvae seek out warmth and use
razor sharp tiny mandibles to burrow into
the body. They can infect any warm-blooded
mammal and also many species of birds.

USDA officials have deployed to Mexico
during the past year to release millions of
sterile male flies to push down the number
of live births. This is the typical and effec-
tive means to control these outbreaks. Also,
officials stepped up United States Customs
and Border Patrol measures to stop both
commercial and private attempts to bring
restricted products across the southern bor-
der that may spread the NWS.

Basye also explains that market forces
have incentivized farmers holding onto
heifers for breeding potential. In the cattle
world, a heifer indicates a young female
that has not bred yet. She has the youth and

health for prime breeding.

The cost of feed has also played a role in
the trends of cattle markets. According to the
St. Louis Federal Reserve publication FRED,

Also, cattle production is linked to “a lot of
natural effects in the country,” said Basye.
The droughts that plagued central Appala-
chia and the entire state of West Virginia

- Al

Though youth competitions in cattle and other livestock remain popular and profitable, too few young

people are entering the field.

or Federal Reserve Economic Data, the cost
of cattle feed, supplements, concentrates,
and premixes hit a price index 10-year low
in October 2017 at 92.700.

The 10-year high point came in August of
2022 at 141.042, but dropped to 115.395 in
April of 2024 and has remained steady since.
It set at 114.735 in July of 2025.
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in 2024 had a powerful impact on hay pro-
duction as grass grew much more slowly in
the hot and dry conditions. “Last year some
local farmers did not have feed for cattle,”

she noted.

Trends look more worrisome in the long
term. NASS produced a 25-year cattle in-
ventory report on July 1 that showed the
significant shrinkage of the national herd
from just under 113 million in 2000 to just
over 93 million today. That includes 28.7
million beef cows, 9.45 million milk cows,
and a 33.1 million “calf crop.”

United States beef cattle declines are also
shown in import-export numbers, which fell
by 1.1 percent in 2024. Imports, despite re-
strictions on beef cattle from Mexico, spiked
by almost 25 percent in 2024 by about 4.6
billion pounds of beef and veal.

Decline in herd numbers reflects the most
ominous trend in both the beef cattle indus-
try and agriculture in the United States
overall. “There are no young people to step
in” and take farming into the next generation
in America. “The younger generation isn’t
getting much into it.”

Normally, higher prices and the promise
of higher profits will encourage expansion
of production. That is how the free market
operates. In this case, the lack of farmers to
take advantage has prevented the natural
free market response to high prices.

As supplies dwindle and the price of ma-
terials rises, the impact on beef prices at the
grocery store has been dramatic. Grocery
stores themselves remain at the mercy of
the supply and demand cycle and beef prices
have to reflect the cost of their inputs so that
each step along the way from upstream to
downstream can make enough money to
make operating worthwhile.

A glimmer of hope, however, may lie in
the younger generation. Last summer, youth
farmers had the highest dollar amount of
sales ever seen at the Tri County Fair. Ad-
ditionally, many farm experts are optimistic
that the video game generations will find
agriculture more appealing as the main work
of the farmer moves from a tractor in the field
to computer control panels and automated
equipment.

SPOKES Teams with Family Support

Continued From Page 1

“She tasked us with going out to remote
areas,” said Holmes, who went on to add
that the locations targeted were “Pendleton,
Grant, and Morgan counties.” In each, Hol-
mes found a site to host a classroom. There,
students will take instruction over an online
virtual meeting service, possibly Zoom, from
a Jefferson County-based teacher.

While students could access the classes
from home, virtual education can be signifi-
cantly more distracting and inhibit retention
of what they are taught. The classes, referred
to as “modules” can help in a broad variety
of ways. Classes can lead to acquiring rec-
ognized and marketable skill sets, such as
through Microsoft Office certification. Oth-
ers focus on vocational training, customer
service, and more.

The program is tentatively planned to
start in October, but that could change.
Jenny Tingler, who helps to administer the

Looking for a new
career? Start here!
PENDLETON MANOR

Manor

PENDLETON | -

MANOR :

*  We offer:
* Free CNA classes!

* Pendleton Manor pays to take
the CNA test to be certified

+ A $1,500 sign-on bonus for aids
* Employment at Pendleton

* New competitive wages

+ 30-day benefit eligibility
Scholarship opportunities
* Renovated building

A S-star Facility in 2025

program, noted that students can come to
receive instruction and also work on complet-
ing their modules, but they will be asked to
make a time schedule and to also stick to it.

Developing the good habits of productive
workers, such as coming to work on time
and being accountable for not meeting ex-
pectations or commitments, is seen as an
essential aspect of the program. Additionally
the number of workstations will be limited
which makes a schedule all that much more
necessary.

Holmes listed habits emphasized, includ-
ing working as a team, setting goals, crafting
a resume, interview skills, and more.

Edna Mullenax, who directs the FSC in
Franklin, explained that she had been work-
ing on what she called a “business station”
to accomplish many of the same goals as
SPOKES. “I'm excited about this,” she said.

Classes starting in September!
Contact PENDLETON MANOR
SHARON JAMISON
304-358-2322 EXT 3440
sjamison@pendletonmanor.org

Suicide Prevention Month
Warning Signs of Suicide:
-Feeling depressed or anxious
Loss of interest -Changes in behavior
-Loss of appetite -Keeping secrets
*Pulling away from relationships
- Signs of despondency.

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

PENDLETON
Community Care, Inc.

SUICIDE
PREVENTION

AWARENESS MONTH

Franklin (304)358-2355 < Riverton (304)567-2101
Harman (304)227-4134

www.pccnfc.org

Starlight Stage Dedication

Continued From Page 1

out!” He then turned to the crowd and in the
jaunty spirit of the day, said, “We thought we
should probably dedicate something!”

Davis provided a short history of the theat-
er and of drive-ins in America. He shared
that in the region “this is the only (drive-
in) theater standing and we about lost this
theater too.” Davis gave credit for the rescue,
saying, “Only because of Hal Stickley did this
theater get saved.” Stickley led a community
drive to keep the property from being taken
by the state to expand a West Virginia De-
partment of Highways facility nearby.

Davis explained that the idea came in a
“dreaming session” held in 2016 to explore
the possible potential of the facility. A stage
was proposed, then put on the back burner
in favor of getting the theater and concession
stand in shape.

Roger Dahmer, Pendleton County com-
missioner, shared that he learned a love of
drive-in movies in his home town of Saint Al-
bans and also shared that West Virginia only
has five remaining. Late last year, the state
lost a drive-in in Harrison County to fire.
He called the theater and stage “a valuable
piece of Americana” and praised the board
for “thought outside the box by adding the
Starlight Stage.” Dahmer also shared that
“people also come here for the great food,”
drawn by the reputation of the concession
stand and its many offerings.

Davis thanked the various incarnations
of the West Virginia Division of Arts, His-
tory, and Culture that have bounced around
state government in the past decade, sharing
that agency had a supportive hand in every
structure used.

He also thanked the Pianfetti Founda-
tion, the Pendleton County Commission

for the Arts, Jeff and Teresa Munn from
Dry Run Spirits, and Country Capital and
Recreational Economies and all others who
provided help and support. He described
how Russ VanMeter and his family designed
and built the stage, right down to decorative
carvings placed on it. Dan Wheeler assisted
with painting and also conjured the magical
name of the stage. Finally, John and Michelle
Connor helped with the clear sound system.

Jenna Green from the WV Division of Arts
Culture and History shared a few words
and called the stage “my absolute favorite”
project. For her constant support, the board
presented her with a token of appreciation
in the form of a framed poster of the theater
signed by a local artist.

Crafters completed the cultural enter-
tainment and education of the day. These
included Trish Upton from Blackthorn Lav-
ender, Heather Harper and beekeeping, Te-
resa Munn’s Woven Vistas Fiber Art, basket
weaving by Donna Bedwell, board painting
by Cassie Hubbs, spinning by Holly Hubbs,
goat farming and related products from Bar-
bara Umling, and books on Pendleton County
history from David Umling.

Exhibitors also included Future Genera-
tions University, Cool Hollow Farms, Ex-
perience Learning, and Franklin Parks and
Recreation.

The concession stand and Farm2Flame
cooked up the food enjoyed all day.

Touches of color on the trees of surround-
ing ridges and the ever so slight nip in the
air signaled the coming end of the facility’s
service for 2025. Board members are excited
to bring both the theater and stage to full life
when the warm weather returns.
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West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and Blind Ramp
Up Workforce and Trades Education Opportunities

(Part 2)
By Stephen Smoot

After years of fending off efforts to close the
facility and move its functions elsewhere in the
state, the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf
and Blind in Romney finally have a sense of
security. With former state education official
Clayton Burch at the helm as Superintendent,
the school has a placed under its work a sturdy
foundation on which to explore updates and
changes to its historic mission.

The school has expanded its services to local
county school systems around the state while
also adding to the ways it helps those who al-
ready hold a high school diploma. Additionally,
it has worked to support those high school age
students, some of whom will go on to college,
others into the work force, and still more who
aspire to live independently, or more indepen-
dently than they would have otherwise.

Burch shared that one of the school’s accom-
plishments, difficult anywhere, has been to have
certified teachers leading each classroom. With
a shrinking pool of those looking for a career in
education, finding them has proved a challenge
for many schools and systems. He shared that
the school’s unique mission and vision, com-
bined with caring staff and great kids makes
“teachers say ‘T want to be a part of that.”

One of the most popular education programs
for students of all ages is that for music, led by

Joshua Haza. Haza understands that special
needs students can use music in different ways
to encourage expression and keep students
involved.

In addition to instruction in music, Haza has
also supported some of his students’ aspirations
to form a rock ‘n roll band.

He shared that he had been teaching one
of the students who formed it since the age of
three, but “a couple of kids are fairly new to
playing.” Haza remarked that some of the band
members are even deaf, but the band will take
to the road and perform well at public shows.
He added that the profoundly deaf students
“are really good at reading notes” and do well
on the piano as well.

“It’s pretty amazing to watch them grow,” he
shared, adding that music keeps the students
excited about school.

Haza also helps with coaching the school’s
goal ball team. The sport plays like soccer except
that all players must wear opaque eye shields
to simulate total blindness and the ball has
bells inside it to indicate position. The school
recently placed second in a national tournament
in Florida.

In academics, the school has formed five ca-
reer and technical education academies geared
to prepare students for jobs or careers in fields
of need. These include business maintenance
and operations, business enterprise, culinary
and hospitality, music, and personal career

readiness.

These academies all seek to teach not just
subjects and work skills, but prepare the stu-
dent for life in these fields of work.

Brian Olden leads the culinary and hospital-
ity program from a fully stocked large com-
mercial kitchen on campus. His students learn
the fundamentals of food preparation and also
produce a number of tasty treats for students,
teachers and staff.

In building maintenance, Bobby Catlett
instructs classes that teach skills needed for
contracting work. He explained that too many
programs leave students unable to do much
more than basic unskilled manual labor and
adds, “I'm a contractor, so I have the inside
scoop.”

Catlett has run a contracting business and
structures the training as if he was teaching the
students to work for him. Students learn skills
for a number of different good paying fields,
such as HVAC, carpentry, and much more

“I need people who can do all of it,” he ex-
plained. Students work on real world career
type projects and also make pieces more for fun,
like cornhole games or artistic picture frames.

With shortages in all of these key fields, the
area needs skilled workers in all of the subjects
covered by the academies. Along with preparing
others for college, the West Virginia Schools for
the Deaf and Blind, with a past that extends
back to the 19th century, is ready to prepare
students for the 21st century.

Propst Family

The Cleveland Propst family held its 82nd
reunion Aug. 3 at Ruddle Park.

Those in attendance were Leta Kimble, Sheila
Torrance, John and Nancy Bilheimer, Tom and
Debbie Turner, Tyler, Alexis, Letty and Adler
Evans, John, Raven, Baylor and Beckham Sicili-
ano, Johnny, Becky, Maggie and JJ Bilheimer,

Reunion Held

Jennifer, Paul and Maverick Marando, Janet
and Tony Smith, Yvonne and Keith Shuck,
Chasity Bartley, Ricky and Pam Smith, Amy
and Danny VanMeter, Chat Propst, Jerry Har-
ris, Dave Meadows and Roy Midkiff.

The next reunion will be held Aug. 2, 2026,
at Ruddle Park.

West Virginia Lions Club Offers ‘Super
Opportunity for Kids’ to See the World

By Stephen Smoot

“They make friends across the world...many
of them lifelong friends.”

Thus says Henry Krautwurst of the Lions
Club and Capon Springs. He helps to adminis-
ter the Youth Camps and Exchange Program
for the Mountain State. “It’s intended to bring
kids from different cultures together to learn,”
he stated.

Through the program, a young person be-
tween the ages of 15 and 22 can go abroad and
reside with a host family for between two and
five weeks. There in a close-knit family setting,
they experience what it’s like to live in another
country.

Most areas also have a one-to-two week
camp component in which youth from around
the globe can gather together for fun and fel-
lowship. The mission, according to the Lions
Club website, is “to create and foster a spirit
of understanding among peoples of the world.”

Another aspect of the program lies in West
Virginia families hosting young people looking
for a similar experience in America.

Krautwurst shared that “my wife and I hosted
about 10 over the last 10 or 12 years.” He told
of one experience when he hosted Ani from
Finland. Not long before she had to leave, “we
got a request from Yuko, a student in Japan
who wanted to come.”

The visit from Yuko overlapped with that
of Ani by five days, but as Krautwurst stated
“they had a ball together. They took the girls to
a family reunion, on a helicopter ride, and more
American good times.”

But the friendship between the girls powered
through a world of separation when they left
the United States. As Krautwurst explained,
Yuko later ended up living in Prague, the capital
city of the Czech Republic. Aniinvited Yuko to
join her family in Finland forChristmas, and
she stayed for a month.

On another occasion, theKrautwursts

hosted a 15-year-old from Lima, Peru. They
took her throughout the region, including Colo-
nial Williamsburg. Her family offered a return
invitation and hosted the Krautwurst couple
in their country for a month, proudly showing
them the sites.

Through the Lions Club program, it’s hard to
predict where a trip and friends meeting will
lead in the future.

As Krautwurst says, “Don’t be afraid to enter
an experience.”

In his experience, unfortunately, too many
are.

From West Virginia the Lions Club can send
up to six program participants. Krautwurst
related that in many schools, he will travel to
recruit for the program. In recent years, interest
in this and similar experiences among young
people have declined.

“I went to a table in a high school and set up
in a cafeteria,” he said, going on to relate that he
tried to engage students throughout the lunch
periods. “Every kid walked past the table and
one stopped. That’s scary.”

Often what a family host gives, they get back
in the most unexpected ways. Krautwurst in
2020 contracted COVID and spent nine weeks
fighting for his life against the disease. “All those
kids and families were emailing me,” he said,
adding “I was just taken by that. It was more
than just an experience to them.”

Qualifying participants will travel on a $1,700
grant provided to a student in grades 10 through
12 or a recent graduate. Possible destinations
include Austria, Switzerland, France, Germany,
Finland, Japan, Italy, Peru, or Australia during
summer 2026.

The Lions Club engages with counselors at
every high school to ensure that all high school
students in West Virginia have the opportunity
to learn about it and apply. Those with ques-
tions are urged to contact Michelle Harshbarger
at 304-588-7420 or jasonharsh@aol.com.
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Risk Management Meeting Scheduled

The Farm Credit Knowledge Center will be
hosting a risk management meeting on Sept.
18 at Moorefield Middle School in Moorefield.
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m., and the
program will begin at 6 p.m.

This risk management event is a free of-
fering from the Farm Credit of the Virginias
Knowledge Center in which participants will
hear from Ralph Stickman, crop insurance
agent. He will share risk management op-

“We are excited to be in the Moorefield
area offering an educational event around
risk management. This is a great opportunity
to learn more about options available to pro-
ducers,” shared Kyley Clevenger, Knowledge
Center director.

Registration can be made by visiting Farm-
CreditofVirginias.com/Knowledge-Center:
Events, calling 681-661-4088 or by emailing
the Knowledge Center at KnowledgeCenter@

tions available to producers.

FCVirginias.com.

By Stephen Smoot

In an early September
morning that felt more like
two months down the road,
the Pendleton County Com-
mission held its opening
session of the month. Roger
Dahmer, commissioner, pro-
vided the opening prayer,
which included, “We thank
You for the beautiful morn-
ing and cooler temperatures.”

In the first order of busi-
ness, commissioners ap-
proved minutes from the
second regular meeting in
August and also the special
meeting concerning the pur-
chase of the former Franklin
Elementary School.

Discussions have taken
place on and off in past years
concerning the school. Most
recently, Redeeming Grace
purchased the building and
used it as a combination
church and private academy.
County officials for years
have speculated on its utility
for government offices and
other operations.

Carl Hevener, Pendleton
County Commission presi-
dent, shared that the county

HELP WANTED

Help wanted

purchased the building for
$475,000. He said, “It is not
on borrowed money either,”
but from a savings fund that
the county keeps for impor-
tant purchases.

Recent concerns over
the rising bed of the South
Branch River creating a
worsening flood threat have
plagued the minds of both
local elected officials and
emergency planners. The
community building contains
a number of county and state
offices, as well as Franklin
Volunteer Fire Department
and the Franklin base of
Pendleton County Emer-
gency Rescue.

Though some offices will
move right away, emergency
services has no plans to move
as of yet.

Hevener added “I want
to thank you all for what
you all did on the school
project,” speaking to his fel-
low commissioners, Karen
Pitsenbarger, county admin-
istrator, and Rick Gillespie,
Pendleton County Emer-
gency Services coordinator.
Gillespie grinned and said,
“Just like herding cats!”

Gillespie then presented
the memorandum of un-

Show Kids
You Care

County Completes Franklin Building

Purchase from Savings Funds

derstanding with the state
on flood gauges for area
streams. The county pur-
chases the gauges, then the
state installs and maintains
them. Only if the gauges
would change how they mon-
itored streamflow would the
county have to spend money
on them.

He shared that one of
the planned gauges for the
Seneca Rocks area lay in a
problematic connection zone
to the cell tower. A $5,000
adjustment to the tower,
he explained, would rectify
the problem and establish
a reliable connection. Since
that is “the only unexpected
expense so far,” Gillespie told
the commissioners that his
office’s budget could afford it.

Upon being queried, Pit-
senbarger stated that work
on the courthouse annex
continues to stay on pace.
“Everything’s going pretty
much on schedule . . . minor
things had to be worked out,
but so far, so good.”

Next, Mike Alt provided
an update from emergency
medical services, saying
that the consistently low-
class numbers for volunteer
services will soon reach a
crisis point. He added that
the County will soon have
to make decisions on how
to fund salary enhancement
next year if the State fails

Fridays
September 12 and October 3 and 17 - 7 p.m.

BRED/CULL COW SALE
Saturday, October 18 - 2 p.m.

For more information, call:
Sherry Sullenberger (PPCA manager) at 540-499-2718
Pocahontas County Extension Office at 304-799-4852

l 7!" BflrthidaJ
Cord Shower

Neva REXRODE
September 21

Cards may be sent to her at
Pendleton Manor, PO Box 700, Franklin, WV 26807
Love, Your Family

to care for handicapped

person at home.

Please call Paul Morton
304-358-3028

PR=CISION L=GAL
YOUR TRUSTED INVESTIGATIVE FIRM
WV Lic. F241106025827

DUSTIN BOGGS

MANAGING MEMBER

PO Box 453 Phone: 304-890-3071
MacArthur, WV 25873 dustin@precisionfirm.com

www.precisionfirm.com

Licensed e Confidential e Experienced

The Lutheran Potato is back!

Tuesday, Sept. 16

Faith Lutheran Church
45 Lutheran Dr, Franklin

)
oaded Baked Potatoes - $7.%

(Toppings include: butter, chili, cheese, sour cream,
chives and bacon bits)

e;!‘; penefit Bottled Water - $1.%
c.AN-

Dine-In or Carry Out - 11am til 4pm

Pre-orders due by Friday, Sept. 12
No changes will be accepted once order is placed.

Order at lutheranpotato@gmail.com or by texting 304-668-4680.
Include name, phone number & pick up time with order.
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Program & Event
Coordinator

Part-time position will report to the
Board of Directors and assist in the

WE ARg
HIRING

coordination of performances,
workshops, camps, and other special
events. Visit
www.highlandcountyartscouncil.org
for full job description.
Questions can also be directed to
highlandcoarts@gmail.com.

kk HIGHLAND
COUNTY
RN ARTS

COUNCIL

“Trust

to fulfill its obligations here.

Annie Humes and Jen-
nifer Taylor-Ide joined the
commission meeting as well.
When asked if they wished
to share a comment, they
declined and said they were
there to listen.

them.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in
Prevention Team and
Search Institute

HARTMAN'S SERVICE STATION

502 Lee Ave * FRANKLIN, WV 26807
304-358-2574

‘> . STATE INSPECTIONS
RedMax

OIL CHANGE ~ GREASE JOBS
SELL NEW TIRES ~ BATTERIES
Chain Saws ¢ Trimmers
Bars ¢ Chains ¢ Oil

AC WORK ~ BRAKES
Trimmer Line ¢ Blowers

ROTORS ~ TIE RODS
SCANNER HOOKUP DIAGNOSIS

Been in Business over 50 Years! GET Your VEHICLE CHECKED OuT ToDAY.

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL CO.
Piedmont, WW  1-800-924-6701
Compare our prices and SAVE
Granite — Marble — Bronze
: Memorials - Markers - Mausoleums
__areb_—  Final Date Engraving Service
Available - CALL TODAY
Home Consultations Available
EXPERT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
Area Representative: Dave Sponaugle
Circleville, WV 1-304-668-6716

(8
w) r




CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

9
Aumann's
Custom Auto
o Custom Paint Mixing
e Complete Body Work
e Frame Straightening y

OPEN Monday - Friday 8-5

358-7758

53 Mill Road ~ Franklin

ELECTRICAL

\% UNB 76) %

ELEcTRIC, LLLC

*Residential
Commercial §\0‘

*Standby
Generators

$
¢
304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Brandon Mallow
Licensed and Insured WV057572

-

FUEL

CLEANING

J&L’'s RECONDITIONING

«Detail Vehicles
«Steam Clean
Carpets &
Furniture
«Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

BBB Accredited

CONTRACTORS

JERRY L. LAMBERT

Construction, LLC
eStick Built Homes
*Additions & Garages
eDecks
*Remodeling & Repairs
*Replacement Windows

1-304-358-2500
WV 027848

HEATING/COOLING

HEATING, COOLING
& SERVICES
wvosi1083

Josh Owens, owner
Brandywine, WV

Heil Dealer
Service & Installation
Heat Pumps, Oil & Propane
Furnaces & Commercial Refrigeration Units

304.249.5420 304.668.9616

=

PROPANE PROMISE.

* Automatic Fill Plan

* Budget Payment Plan

* Small Tanks Filled

* Heating Systems - Sales

(304) 358-2307

Service Heatline

1-800-287-3494
{ MATHESON

&) VALLEY

ask. . .The Gas Professionals

1256 Mountaineer Dr.

Franklin, WV

(1
DEN

Storage Units

STORAGE SPACE

MINI
STORAGE
LLC

5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 10x20
24-Hour Accessibility
Call 304-358-3514

6.7 MILES SOUTH OF BRANDYWINE

ON RouTte 21 IN SuGar Grove, WV

just south of Navy Base

Storage Spaces

Available Now

Spaces for Vehicles
Also Available

call
Julie VanMeter

at

304-358-7492

(after 6 o’clock)

Very Reasonable Prices

OUNTAIN.

Heating & Cooling L.L.C.

Franklin
eInstallations

*Custom Duct Work
*Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil
Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay
Tyler Scheibner

304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

E-2EE

SELF STORAGE

Glover Dr. - Franklin

304-358-3651
Inside Units

7x10
10x20

TNT SeELF STORAGE

Upper Tract

304-257-1421

or

304-703-3054

New SeLr StorAGE UNiTS
5X10 ® 10X10

10X20

“fels

Chicken Month in 1989.

chicken.

September Is National
Chicken Month

National Chicken Month is an annual observance
in September dedicated to promoting chicken con-
sumption and celebrating the U.S. poultry industry.
The National Chicken Council established National

The celebration honors the poultry industry,
from the farms to the businesses that process
and distribute chicken. It also brings attention to
food safety education and the nutritional value of

ol o

FOR SALE
SEASONED OR

green firewood,
Toyota stacked bed
level, $100. May
charge $20 more for
gas. 304-703-0248.

. 9-11-2p
GUNS! GUNS!
GUNS! You want
them. We got them.
Hundreds in store,
even more online.
Buy. Sell. Trade.
Pendleton County
Outdoors, Franklin,
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265, www.penco
outdoors.com, www.
facebook.com/penco-

outdoors. 10-12-tfn

FOR RENT

BISSELL CARPET
Shampooer for rent.
Bowman’s Do It Best.
Call 304-358-2303.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR
hunting land to lease
in or around Pendle-
ton County. 540-830-
2812. 8-28-10c
*PAINTING*
35 years experience:
Houses, Barns, Roofs,
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House
Roofs, Log Homes,
etc. Call Ronnie
Kimble, 358-7208

WV03545. 2/6-11/6p

ALEXANDER Re-
union-Saturday,
September 13, meal
4 p.m. at Alexander
Mountain. Bring food
and chairs. Fam-
ily and Friends Wel-
come.  9-4-2p
HARRISON AND Ida
Frances Wimer Hed-
rick Reunion, Sun-
day, September 14,
1 p.m., Ruddle Park.
Bring covered dish

and enjoy 9-4-2p
YARD SALES

YARD SALE, Satur-
day, September 13,
8-2, Jake Hill Road,
Kim Keplinger resi-
dence. Rain or shine.
1c
YARD SALE Satur-
day, September 13,
9-?, Circleville Pres-
byterian Church. 1lc
YARD SALE Satur-
day, September 13,
9 to 3, beside Seneca
Rocks Fire Station. 1c
ANOTHER HUGE
yard sale, 183 Spooks-
werewe Lane, Kiser
Gap Road. Follow
signs. September 12-
14,8 a.m.-4 p.m. Fur-
niture, home decor,
antiques, men’s &
women’s apparel (all
sizes), boots, shoes,
designer bags. Too
much to list. Rain
date October 3, 4, 5.
1c
INDOOR YARD Sale
Old Pope Store/D&E
Home Store, 11833
Blue Gray Trail,
Brandywine, Satur-
day, September 27,
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Odds &
Ends and everything
in between, lots of
mattresses, furni-
ture, kitchen utensils,
dolls, tools, racks, dis-
plays, shelves, tow-
els, blinds, etc.
9112

LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT

SPECIAL
COMMISSIONERS’
SALE OF VALUABLE
REAL ESTATE

By virtue of the author-
ity vested in the under-
signed Special Commis-
sioners, namely, Duke A.
McDaniel and Nathan H.
Walters, by virtue of that
certain Initial Hearing Or-
der, entered within Grant
County, West Virginia
Civil Action No. 25-C-12,
by the Honorable James
W. Courrier, dJr., Grant

County  Circuit  Court
Judge, and styled as Clint
W. Nesslerodt, Plaintiff v.
Daniel J. Nesslerodt, Wade
T. Nesslerodt, and dJulie
Vandevander, Defendants.
Your undersigned Special
Commissioners will offer
for sale at public auction
to the highest bidder(s) at
the backdoor of the Grant
County Courthouse, locat-
ed at 5 Highland Avenue,
Petersburg, West Virginia
26847, on

FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 26, 2025

the following described
tract or parcel of real
estate:

All those two (2) certain
contiguous tracts or parcels
of real estate containing
31.00 acres, more or less,
and 82.60 acres, more or
less, with the aggregate
thereof being 113.60 acres,
more or less, lying and be-
ing situate in the Union
District, of Grant Coun-
ty, West Virginia, and
designated as Parcel 3.4
& 3.7 on Tax Map 406 of
the Union District, Grant
County, West Virginia As-
sessment records.

Tract 1: All that cer-
tain tract or parcel
of real estate con-
taining 31.00 acres,
more or less, and
designated as Tract
“B,” together with
any and all rights,
rights-of-way, struc-
tures, minerals, ease-
ments, improvements
and appurtenances
thereunto belonging,
located about 1000
east of Jordan Run
Road (West Virginia
Secondary Route
4), and about 5%
miles north of West
Virginia Secondary
Route 4 and 28, ly-
ing and being situ-
ate in Union District,
Grant County, West
Virginia, and being
more particularly
described by that
certain  Description
of Survey and Plat
of Survey of record
in the Office of the
Clerk of the County
Commission of Grant
County, West Virgina
in Deed Book 214, at
Page 439, and 440,
respectively.

Tract 2: All that cer-
tain tract or parcel of
real estate containing
82.60 acres, more
or less, and desig-
nated as Tract “1”
together with any
and all rights, rights-
of-way,  structures,
minerals, easements,
improvements  and
appurtenances there-
unto belonging, lo-
cated about 1700.00°
east of Jordan Run
Road (West Virginia
Secondary Route
4), against the west
side of New Creek
Mountain and 7.8
miles south of West
Virginia State Route
42, and being situ-
ate in Union District,
Grant County, West
Virginia, and being
more particularly
described by that
certain  Description
of Survey and Plat
of Survey of record
in the Office of the
Clerk of the County
Commission of Grant
County, West Virgina
in Deed Book 152, at
Page 297, and Plat
Book 3, at Page 57.

This is a sale in gross
and is sold in an “as is”
condition. Said tracts or
parcels of real estate will
be conveyed subject to any
and all restrictions, reser-
vations, covenants, condi-
tions, easements, or rights-
of-way granted, reserved,
or provided for in any and
all prior instruments in the
chain of title.

Real estate taxes asso-
ciated with the aforemen-
tioned tracts or parcels of
real estate will be prorated
as of the closing date and
will be thereafter paid by
the purchaser(s) of the
above-referenced tract or
parcel of real estate. The
highest bidder(s) shall also
be responsible for the ex-
cise tax on the transfer of
the subject real estate and
for the cost of the prepara-
tion of the Deed convey-
ing the aforementioned
real estate to the highest
bidder(s). The sale of the
real estate is subject to the
confirmation of the Circuit
Court of Grant County,
West Virginia.

The above referenced
two (2) tracts or parcels of
real estate offered for sale
herein will be sold both
individually & collectively,
with the goal thereof to

maximize the sales price
related to the sale of the
aforementioned real estate
and said real estate shall
be conveyed unto the high-
est bidder(s) by Special
Warranty Deed from your
undersigned Special Com-
missioners.

TERMS: A ten thou-
sand dollar ($10,000) de-
posit in cash, cashier’s
check, or certified check on
the above referenced day of
sale will be required with
regard to the tract or par-
cel of real estate offered for
sale herein, with the bal-
ance thereof to be paid in
full upon the delivery of the
Special Warranty Deed,
which said delivery shall
take place not more than
thirty (30) days from the
confirmation of the sale by
the Circuit Court of Grant
County, West Virginia.
Failure to close within the
applicable time frame will
cause a forfeiture of the de-
posit paid.

Prospective bidders are
invited to contact Auction-
eer, Bruce “Icky” Hyre Jr.,
(WV#494) (304) 257-3134,
Special Commissioner,
Duke A. McDaniel, (304)
257-4377, or Special Com-
missioner, Nathan H. Wal-
ters, (304) 530-6618 to view
and/or inspect the real
estate and to make any
inquiries related thereto.
Please also visit auc-
tionzip.com for additional
information and pictures
depicting the real estate of-
fered for sale.

Duke A. McDaniel, Esq.
Special Commissioner
304 Virginia Avenue
Petersburg, WV 26847
(304) 257-4377

Nathan H. Walters, Esq.
Special Commissioner
Walters, Heishman, &

Vance PLLC
PO Box 119
Moorefield, WV 26836
(304) 530-6618

9-11-3¢

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration
of the following estates
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the
County Commission of
Pendleton County, West
Virginia, 100 S. Main
Street, P. O. Box 1167,
Franklin, West Virginia
26807. The names of the
personal representatives
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED
THAT:

All persons on whom
this notice is served who
have objections that
challenge the validity
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal
representative, venue, or
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required
to file their objections
with this Commission
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE
OR THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF THE NOTICE,
whichever is later.

All creditors of the
decedent(s) and other
persons having claims
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must
file their claims with
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION

IFic

PATRIOT DAY

WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Congress officially designated Sept. 11 as Patriot Day
through a joint resolution (Public Law 107-89) on Dec. 18,

2001. President George W. Bush then proclaimed Sept. 11,
2002, as Patriot Day to commemorate the first anniversary

of the attacks.

By Bush’s presidential proclamation, Patriot Day is
observed in the United States on Sept. 11, or 9/11, in
memory of the thousands who lost their lives as a result
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks against the United
States that involved four hijacked planes. The observance
also honors those who came to aid in the aftermath.

Each year on Patriot Day, the United States flag is flown
at half-staff. Citizens are asked to observe a moment of
silence, usually at 8:46 a.m. EDT (when the first hijacked
plane struck the World Trade Center in New York City),
and are encouraged to devote the day and year to serving
their neighbors and communities.

OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED
WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

The date of the first
publication of this Notice
is September 11, 2025.
Deadline for claims is
November 10, 2025.

Timothy Selmon Estate
- Terri Selmon, Admin-
istratrix;

Dennis James Hedrick
Estate - Dylan Hedrick,
Administrator;

Merlin Phillip Harper
Estate - Gena Marie
Harper, Administratrix;
Robert O. Adamson Es-
tate - Nancy Adamson,
Executrix;

Amby Waybright, Jr.
Estate — Carl Waybright,
Executor.

Subscribed and sworn to
before me on September
5, 2025.

Elise M. White, Clerk of
the Pendleton County

Notice is hereby given
that a foreign will or affi-
davit has been filed before
Pendleton County Commis-
sion at 100 S. Main Street,
Franklin, WV 26807.

That no appointment
of administration is being
made pursuant to the pro-
visions of law but that a
foreign will or affidavit of
heirs of the decedent has
been filed with the Pend-
leton County Commission,
and is of record in the
Pendleton County Clerk’s
Office.

Any interested person
objecting to the filing of the
foreign will or affidavit or
objecting to the absence of
appointment or adminis-
tration being made in this
state must be filed with the
Pendleton County Commis-
sion within 60 days after
the date of first publica-
tion or within 30 days of
the serving of this notice,
whichever is later. If an
objection is not filed time-
ly, the objection is forever
barred.

November 10, 2025

Decedent:

Earl Leo Mitchell,
Rockingham County, VA
Filed by:

Linda F. Cline,
Daughter,
McGaheysville, VA

Decedent:

Ivy Arlene Mitchell,
Rockingham County, VA
Filed by:

Linda F. Cline,
Daughter,
McGaheysville, VA

Decedent:

Earl Leo Mitchell, Jr.,
Rockingham County, VA
Filed by:

Linda F. Cline,

Sister,

McGaheysville, VA

Decedent:
Wanda
paugh,
Rockingham County, VA
Filed by:

Linda F. Cline,

Sister,

McGaheysville, VA

Mae Muters-

Commission 9-11-2¢ Subscribed and sworn to
First Publication Date: before me on September
NOTICE OF Thursday, 5, 2025.
ANCILLARY September 11, 2025
FILING WITHOUT ANY Elise M. White, Clerk of
ADMINISTRATION Claim Deadline Date: the Pendleton County
OF ESTATE Monday, Commission 9-11-2¢
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Benefits

PENDLETON
Community Care, Inc.

(Se
HIRING

Join our medical center and be
part of a compassionate team
committed to delivering
excellent patient care.

LPN / CARE MANAGER

Must have a valid LPN License
Full-time hours

Located in our Franklin Office

APPLY NOW

Submit your resume to:
jwimer@pcc-nfc.org
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Members of the Franklin High School Class of 1970 gathered Aug. 2 at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg, Virginia, for their 55th reunion. Everyone enjoyed seeing classmates and renewing friendships.

Classmates attending were, from left, front row, Peggy KImble Botkin, Debbie Hevener Sites, Linda Simmons Furrow, Edwin Wimer (coach and teacher), Wanda Shreve Hedrick, Mary Eye Eye and Jimmy
Rexrode; middle row, Danny Judy, Linda Rexrode Rexrode, Vicky Hensil Simmons, Doug Simmons, Wilma Simmons Meadows, Sharon Ruddle Harr and Judy Harman Patch; and back row, Austin
Youmans, Brenda Kiser Fisher, Morris Homan, Charlie Burgoyne, Randy Kimble, Elizabeth Hevener Bodkin and Jerome Roberson.

Subscribe to
The Pendleton Times

The Highlands Community Or-
chestra will present a fall concert
beginning at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Highland Center in Monterey, Vir-
ginia. Admission is free. A reception
will follow the concert, allowing at-

Wolfe’s Handyman

Service
Interior & Exterior
Home Repairs and

nah Scrafford.

Replacements . .
“Your complete tendees time to meet the musicians.
handyman Pendleton County musicians
service.” .

Travis WoLFE
304-668-9230 Franklin

Emergency Calls Welcome!

MENU
Pendieton

GARRY L. SIMMONS

REAL ESTATE
540-810-3379 BROKER 304-902-9119

garrysimmons38@yahoo.com

HIGH VALLEY, log home built 2000, 10 g
front porch, heat pumg
gazebo w/built-in fire
A must see to appreci

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

gs, stunning view from
5pring and well water,
arage, storage building.

Senior & Family
Services

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

performing are Anna Blount and
son, Elliot, India Chester, Katie
Gatian. Sophia Harper and Han-

The concert is loosely based on
the idea of “The Arc of a Life Well

Spent” — Childhood Remembered
by Rosano Galante; Into the Storm

by Robert Smith and arranged by
Robert McCashin (the former long-
time orchestra professor at James
Madison University); Waltz by
Ilari Hylkild; The Firebird by Igor
Stravinsky and arranged by Jack
Bullock; and Cumberland Cross
by Carl Strommen, who wrote on

Highlands Community Orchestra To Perform Sunday

the front of the score, “The central
portion of this original piece brings
the unrestrained exuberance of
bluegrass fiddling to the orchestra.
In alovely contrast, the piece opens
and closes with a slow chorale, sug-
gesting sunset and sunrise over the
mountains.”

EAST DRY RUN ROAD - 49.16 acres, old farm house, good condi-
tion log outbuilding, spring and stream, dozens of walnut trees, .3
mile paved road frontage. $289,600 REDUCED $275,000.

Spaghetti, Garlic Bread
Salad w/Tomatoes

Green Beans, Banana
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1§
Baked Steak

BLACK THORN MOUN TES, 6.18 acres, Lot #22, top
of mountain, great views, OA applies, west of Doe Hill

Road. $74;000. $64;000. $50,000.

OLD

$315,000.

Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds.

61 Chestnut St., Franklin, WV 26807
Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714

DOMINION _ ooy a
REALTY. Agents: Kathy Sponauglg 304-668-3283 ==
“Bulion gy O€NE Boggs - 304-668-2982; Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

FRANKLIN - TREASURE MTN ESTATES - 3 BR, 2 BA loft home on
41.26 acs with orchard and small pond. $489,000. WVPT2000976

FRANKLIN -4 BR, 1.5 BA, Log siding home on 2 +/- ac, 2 car garage, new
well and hot water heater, additional acreage available. WVPT2000872.

BRANDYWINE - 1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-
tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000.

SMOKE HOLE - WVGT2000894 $975;666 $899,000;

SuGAR GROVE BUILDERS
Sugar Grove, WV

*Roofing
*Decks ==
*Garages

Jeremy Swartzentruber

304-249-1584

WV 060843

a

13.93 +/- ac,, 2

Sweet Potato, Lima Beans
Cherry Cobbler
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Taco Salad w/Salsa, Corn
Baked Apples

Licensed in West Virginia - Virginia - Florida
278 Maple Ave., Franklin, WV 26807

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Ham & Cheese Sandwich
w/Tomato & Lettuce
Potato Wedges
Pineapple
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Cheeseburger Deluxe

Potato Salad
Brussels Sprouts
Fruit Cocktail Dayton, VA
*NATIONAL CHEESEBURGER DAY#* Tr'usses . Lumber

Building Materials
Fencing Materials
All Your Decking Needs
Metal Roofing and Siding
Call toll free 888-879-2518

Fax 540-879-2510

“We Deliver To Grant, Hardy, Pendleton and
Randolph Counties”

Meal times are from 11:45
to 12:45. All meals served
with 2% milk & bread.
Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first.
Menus are subject to change.

304-358-2421

QMpieytime TED DAVIS AUTO SALES
Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 « 1-800-547-2999
VWGS' ALL Our Inventory
Q) Online at teddavisautosales.com

Pictures and Full Description of
GREAT FINANCING RATES NOw AVAILABLE

FT IR L (B T S e SALE
2024 FORD MAVERICK AWD, XLT, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., Idd, tan, 2K miles, lIKe NEW........ccccecvrrurierciriniririeicicicirieseeiece s $34,900

2023 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., Idd., white, 110K miles, ex. cond...........cccevvevrivienrinireennnns $29,900
2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles

2015 DODGE RAM 3500 CREW CAB DUALLY 4X4, Cummins diesel, auto., 1dd, silver, 294K miles...........
2013 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 BUCKET TRUCK, 6.7 diesel, auto., 1dd., white, 170K miles ........
2004 FORD E-350 CARGO VAN BOX TRUCK, 5.4 V-8, auto., 1dd., only 49K miles..........ccceceiiririeerereiiirieieeeeesieieieenenens $8,995
2008 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 4X4, V-8, auto., air, etc., blue, 141K MileS .........cccoviviiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ..
2006 GMC 7500 SERIES DUMP TRUCK, Cat dsl., Allison, only 77K miles, knuckle boom ............ccccovveurreueneee

2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, 1dd w/accessories, only 45K miles ...........coccceveuenee $49,500
1999 DODGE RAM 3500 QUAD CAB DUALLY 4X4, Cummins diesel, 5-spd., 1dd., 177K miles

PASSENGER VEHICLES

2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AWD “HYBRID,” 1dd w/options, charcoal 52K miles, like new, over 35mpg
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” 1dd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles................ $19,900
2020 CADILLAC XT4 SPORT AWD, 2.0 liter, auto., 1dd., pearl white, only 58K miles
2020 SUBARU FORESTER AWD, 4-cyl., auto., Idd., silver, only 55k miles..........c.ccccoe.....
2019 KIA SPORTAGE LX AWD, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., burgundy, only 45K miles, very sharp
2019 FORD TAURUS AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 V-6, auto, 1dd, maroon, 143K miles...........ccccceverrririerireeirnnnnns $8,995
2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT, 3.6 liter V-6, auto., 1dd., gray, 89K miles
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., charcoal, 131K miles.........
2018 SUBARU IMPREZA AWD WAGON, 4-cyl., 5-spd., Idd., maroon, 125K miles..........
2017 NISSAN PATHFINDER PLATINUM AWD, V-6, auto., dd., bronze, only 50K miles...
2016 NISSAN MURANO SL AWD, V-6, auto., 1dd., charcoal, only 88K miles.................... ....$14,900

....$17,900
. FOR ONLY $12,900

39 Maple Ave
PO Box 999
Franklin,

EQUAL HOUSING

sugargrovewv. com
304.358.3332/3337 304.358.3334 (fax)

SGR389A 20.767 Ac. w/2001-2-3 bedroom. 2 bath double-
h B B District. $249,000.00

SGR385A 5.12 Acres w/well maintained 2 Bed, 1 Bath
Cabin w/loft located on Lower Kile Knob Rd. Franklin
istri icti 000.00

SGR384A 60 Annie Lane, Circleville, 1.15 acres, 3
bed/2 bath, spacious modular, flat yard, county living.
$250,000.00

SGR383A 5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Kile Knob.
Highly sought after tremendous Westerly facing mountain
view! Full Solar Electric System installed in 2023. Wood
& Propane heat. Satellite internet avail or phone hot spot.
Generator Shed and Run-In Shed. Some Restrictions.
Franklin District. All wheel drive vehicle recommended.
$299,000.00

SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting

SGR380A 5.62 Acres, Lot #3, Sharp Ridge, Electric
nearby, Easy Access, Some Restrictions, Franklin District.
$49,500.00

SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin,
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National
Forest, very unique property. $279;666-66 REDUCED
$264,000.00

bupiex, FULIDIBIER, GO TR

SGR377A Family Retreat! 10 acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Cabin,
Finished Basement w/additional family room. Primary
Bdrms Upst & Dwnstrs w/en suites & WICs. Full size
kitchen, Wood & Propane Heat. Septic & Cistern. Buck
Ridges Development, Franklin District. NEW LISTING
$349,900.00

bed/1 bath
eht opportunity,

SGR376A 0.28 Ac & 0.22 Ac 64 Mulberry St., Franklin
District. 3 Bed, 2 B w/2 Car Attached Garage,
Full Basement, Lots of Outbuildings and Located at the
End of Street. NEW LISTING $289,900.00.,

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00.,

SGR373A 5 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Cabin, Kile Knob.
Unfinished cabin ready for you to add your design touch!
Septic installed. Cistern on property. All building materi-
als and solar panels on site convey. Some Restrictions.
Franklin District. All wheel or 4 wheel access. Seasonal.

SGR371A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath 1669‘%sq. ft. Home
located in { W .\Double Pane
Windows, l\glmg@\ég tove & half basement. Large

deck on back w/Nice Mtn. View. Lot #4, Franklin Corp.
$156;000.66 REDUCED $139,000.00.

SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area,
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber,
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout.
$1,695,000.00

SGR369A 15.17 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath cabin, Electric &
Propane Heat, Cistern, Septic (unapproved). Located in
North Fork Flats. Perfect for hunters, fisherman or outdoor

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.

Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.668.1050
Wv26807 Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWYV.COM

SGR367A 2.75 Acre wooded building lot at end of Highland
Estates Subdivision, Lot 13, Grant County, Perk approved.
S hor $59.999.00

SGR366A 5 Acres w/Cabin, Buck Ridges Development.
Panoramic View. Lots of upgrades: New Vinyl Siding,
New flooring thmlgg New Solid Surface Countertop,
Freshly Painteds oor. Two bed, Two Bath, Large
Loft. Finished walkout basement. Hot Tub conveys. 1000
gallon Cistern supplies water to cabin. New 8x12 storage
shed. New 1 car garage. NEW LISTING $326;660-60

SGR364A 2.65 Acres w/2006, 3 Bed, 2 Bath Ranch Modu-
lar, Hardwood flom etal Roof, Well, Septic, 2 Car
Garage & separa Steel 2 Bay Garage w/concrete
floor. Located in Riverton. NEW LISTING $349;066-00

SGR363A 3 Bed, 1 Bath Home located in Franklin Corp.,
Heat Pump, Propane Wall Unit, Electric Baseboard and
Central AC, Town Water & Sewer, Double Pane Windows,
Deck, One Car Garage & Storage Shed. ;
REDUCED $159,000.00

SGR361A 1.32 Acres w/rentals located in Brandywine,
B District. $434.966-60 REDUCED $98,900.00

SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,

SGR354A 50.96%&% Bed, 1.5 Bath Cabin, Spacious
Loft. Gas FP. Hi ey Subdivision. Some Restric-

SGR343A 5 Acre lot w/Log Siding Cabin, Buck Ridges
Development. Great View. 2 Bed, 2.5 Baths. Walkout
Basement with newly remodeled bath. New carpeting in
Basement. Expansive covered deck provides even more
outdoor living space to enjoy. Wood floors upstairs. Spring
Water. $283;666-60: REDUCED $279,000.00.

SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg.

SGR326A 141.74 Acres, Raw Land, Buffalo Hills. Excellent
o E in District. $379.000.00

SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants

2 Restricti ice Vi $89.900.00

SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property
adjoins neighboring motel. $425;660-60 $326;060-60
REDUCED $299:666:66 REDUCED $229,000.00.

SGRO056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00

SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-

SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.

2011 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED 4X4, V-8, auto., Idd., black, 153K miles ............ccccccoieiiiiiiiiiiccceec $18,900
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