
WVU Medicine’s Bonnie’s Bus 
And LUCAS Scheduled Visits 
To Pendleton County Released

By Stephen Smoot

One of the major chal-
lenges of rural health care 
lies in barriers to access. 
For a long time, overcoming 
those meant finding ways to 
get the patients from home 
to health care.

In recent years, that dy-
namic has reversed. Increas-
ingly health care, within 
reasonable limits, can come 
as close as possible to one’s 
home. For example, Potomac 
Highlands Guild has start-
ed offering virtual mental 
health services from mobile 
units

WVU Medicine has also pi-
oneered bringing health care 
services on mobile physical 
platforms, like the LUCAS 
lung cancer screening facility 
and Bonnie’s Bus, equipped 

with breast cancer screening 
equipment. A bus calendar 
for both Bonnie’s Bus and 
LUCAS is offered. Schedul-
ing is already set through the 
end of 2026. Screening ap-
pointments need to be sched-
uled a month in advance.

In 2026, Bonnie’s Bus will 

run to Parsons on March 24 
and 25, then again on June 
23 and 24, St. George on 
March 26, Thomas on April 
29, Harman on June 12, 
Moorefield on July 22 and 
again on Oct. 22, Harman 
on Oct. 23, and Petersburg 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
Releases Draft of Proposed 
Final Watershed Agreement

By Stephen Smoot

More than 40 years ago, the Chesapeake Bay 
Program emerged as the foundation of efforts to 
reduce pollutants in its watershed with the goal 
of restoring wildlife in the bay and in streams 
emptying into it.

Under Governor Cecil Underwood almost 30 
years ago, West Virginia joined the coalition of 
jurisdictions within the watershed, Virginia, 
New York, Delaware, Maryland, the District 
of Columbia, and Pennsylvania. In exchange 
for access to grant funding that has helped, 
for example, to upgrade sewer systems waste 
treatment plants, the Mountain State wedded 
itself to the program and its efforts.

By 2014, the program included a Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed Agreement that established 
goals, expected outcomes, management prac-
tices, and more to “protect, restore, and enhance 
finfish, shellfish, and other living resources, 
their habitats, and ecological relationships to 
sustain all fisheries and provide for a balanced 
ecosystem in the watershed and bay.”

This year will see an updated watershed draft 
agreement come up for approval.

Chesapeake Bay’s watershed includes all 
normally contiguous bodies of water, approxi-
mately 180,000 miles total, that flow towards 
and into the Chesapeake Bay.

Notably, West Virginia during much of the 
past decade has outperformed all other states 

in the program in terms of reducing pollutants 
from industrial, agricultural, and other sources. 
At the same time, algae blooms that fed off of 
pollutants have decreased while populations of 
blue crab and other species expanded.

The West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the West Virginia 
Department of Agriculture had partners in 
achieving this success. Under Dale Walker 
and other leaders, the West Virginia Poultry 
Association worked with members to success-
fully implement techniques that more precisely 
deployed manure into fields to reduce runoff 
into streams eventually feeding the bay.

All other states followed the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency recom-
mended punitive laws, regulations, and rules 
that emphasized punishing polluters, even 
accidental ones. West Virginia wisely refused 
the federal advice and has seen its system of in-
centives, reliance on third-party organizations 
instead of government agencies, inclusion of 
cooperating local governments and institutions, 
and voluntary participation fare much better.

The new draft agreement’s opening state-
ment would seem to reflect that, stating “one 
of the most important lessons the partners 
have learned from the past four decades is 
that although watershed-wide partnerships 
can help to coordinate and catalyze progress, 
implementation is locally inspired and driven.”

As other states continue to struggle to meet 

Earle’s Service to WELD, Dedication During 
Flood of  ’85 Leads to Broadcasting Hall of  Fame

By Stephen Smoot

“Well that high tide’s risin’/ Mama don’t you 
let me down/ Pack up your suitcase/ Mama don’t 
you make a sound/ Now it’s king for king/ Queen 
for Queen/It’s gonna be the meanest flood/ That 
anybody’s seen/ Oh mama, ain’t you gonna miss 
your best friend now?

Yes, you’re gonna have to find yourself
Another best friend, somehow.”
And those who lived through the terrible 

nights and days, those who remember the fifth of 
November, but different from the English, they 
all recall who their best friend was, even for just 
a few days, as the death throes of a powerful 
hurricane strangled communities up and down 
the South Branch Valley.

That was Willard Earle, already a familiar 
voice for a quarter of a century on WELD.

While 1985 served as a focal point for flood 
and natural disaster memories, horrific floods 
had plagued the South Branch Valley and wa-

tershed since settlement. 
In 1877, according to records, the South 

Branch River crested at 34 feet at Springfield in 
Hampshire County. March of 1936 witnessed a 
flood that slightly exceeded that mark. Accord-
ing to a contemporary Moorefield Examiner 
account, “Moorefield was cut off from the outside 
world for two days by a flood that suddenly 
swept down the valley.”

Franklin saw the river crest seven feet above 
flood stage in that incident, Petersburg and 
Moorefield both endured flooding 10 feet higher. 
Storms hit in the middle of one of the hottest and 
driest decades in West Virginia and American 
history.

Unlike in 1877 and 1936, officials had some-
what more warning about the weather to come 
in 1985. Called “the Election Day Flood” in 
Virginia and “the Flood of ‘85” in the Mountain 
State, the origins came in the Caribbean Sea. 

On Oct. 26, a tropical storm named Juan 
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Woolly Bear Predictions — An 
Appalachian Mountain Tradition
62 Days of Snow Predicted This Winter

By Stephen Smoot

One of the regular autum-
nal rituals in the mountains 
is observing woolly bears, or 
worms, to discern the likeli-
hood of a rough or mild winter.

It is unlikely that American 
Indians used these observa-
tions, but the tradition dates 
back to the original frontier 
settlers.

Pendleton County, like so 
many other communities in 
West Virginia, has its own 
expert who applies countless 
time of study and application 
of a “secret formula” to provide 
a prediction.

Robin Kile has shared her 
prediction for the upcoming 
winter. 

The Woolly Bears Have 
Returned! Woolly Bear 
Winter Weather Forecast 
for 2025-26

 “The woolly bears have 
been predicting winter snows 

in Pendleton County since 
2013-14, except for last

winter when none of the 
caterpillars could be found to 
make a forecast,” Kile reports. 
“This fall, however, the little 
fuzzy ones returned and once 
again have made their predic-
tion. Twenty-five woolies were 
captured by Jack Hedrick and 
delivered to Kiser Gap where 
the black and brown bands on 
each caterpillar were counted. 
The caterpillars were then 
released. This information 
was plugged into the “secret 
formula” and according to 
that data, Pendleton County 
should have 62 days of snow 
falling from the sky this win-
ter (Nov. 1 - March 31). Based 
on 11 years of woolly bear 
information, 62 is the average 
number of snow days for this 
area. Whether a snow lover 
or hater this should bring one 
joy, as it also means there will 
be 89 days of no snow!”

A North Carolina State 
University publication several 
years ago explored the use of 
woolly worms as prediction 
devices. They wished to de-
termine if the traditional Ap-
palachian lore regarding them 
held up to academic inquiry.

Traditionally, black stripes 
are said to predict more cold 
and snow. Brown stripes 
indicate milder conditions. 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
suggests that “if their rusty 
band is wide, it will be a mild 
winter.” In fact, it issued a 
prediction that the Northeast 
will have a mild winter based 
on observations.

When the woolly worm 
sports narrow bands, that 
indicates a harsh winter. 
Also, as the Farmer’s Almanac 
states, “the more black there 
is, the more severe the win-
ter,” according to tradition. 
Its usual 13 bands of color 
are said to represent the 13 
weeks of traditional winter, 
according to Appalachian 
History.net

In 1948, Dr. C. H. Curran 
of the American Museum 
of Natural History in New 
York City decided to test the 
tradition of woolly worms and 
weather. The long-term study 
also gave him a professional 
excuse to go on many excur-
sions deep into the New York 
State countryside during leaf 
changing season.

He and the friends and 
colleagues who accompa-
nied him styled themselves 
the “Original Society of the 
Friends of the Woolly Bear.”

Whether one calls it the 
woolly worm or bear, this 
species has one characteristic 
that sets it apart. It is one 
of the few North American 
animals to practice “freeze 
tolerance.” It pumps itself 
full of cryoprotectants when 
the cold season approaches. 
This enables it to not just 
hibernate, but to freeze itself 
in its larval stage throughout 
the winter. It then thaws in 
the spring to form a pupa and 
transform further.

After eight years of study, 
Dr. Curran established that 
he needed a much larger sam-
ple size over a longer term to 
truly establish a connection. 
He did say that his work did 
not rule out the possibility 
that the tradition was, in fact 
true. 

Exactly 50 years ago, Ap-
palachian State University’s 
students established a Cent-
er for Woolly Worm Study, 
originally to compare new 
specimens with those collected 
during 10 years

Lack of resolution only 
makes this unusual little in-
sect that much more interest-
ing to scientists and natural 
observers alike.

On Oct. 31, Pendleton County’s first snowfall of the season created a winter wonderland on Spruce 
Knob. According to the woolly bear, there are 61 more days of snow to come this winter.

The Pendleton County 
Strive to Thrive Family 
Support Center on Main 
Street in Franklin is hosting 
the following events.

•Nov. 6, 4 p.m. — Free 
Chicken Giveaway. Eastern 
Action is giving away 100 
bags of chicken wing dings. 
One bag per family is 
allowed on a first come, first 
serve basis.

•Nov. 6, 5 p.m. — How to 
Holiday on a Budget.

•Nov. 12, 9:30 - 11 a.m. 
— Grounds for Discussion. 
Attendees are invited to 
bring the conversation topics 
and enjoy the fellowship and  
a cup of coffee with local 
parents, caregivers and 
grandparents.

•Nov. 13, 10 a.m. — 
Pendleton County Home 
School Support Group. Scott 
and Marcia Somerville will 
provide support for familes 
with children in grades pre-
kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

For more information, call 
304-538-7711.

Family Support
Center Sponsors
Activities

Health-N-Ministry be-
gins with a “soft” start from 
11 a.m. to noon Saturday 
in the basement of Walnut 
Street Methodist Church in 
Franklin.

Free assessments and 
checks, including blood 
pressure checks, oxygen 
levels, lung sounds and diet 
and medication assistance, 
will be provided by nurses. 
A follow-up with a primary 
care provider may be ad-
vised.

For questions or more 
information, call 304-534-
1418 or 304-902-0744.

Health-N-Minstry
Begins Saturday

Veterans Day
Program Planned

A Veterans Day ceremony 
will be held at 11 a.m. Tues-
day at the Richard Homan 
Memorial Park in Sugar 
Grove. Attendees are invit-
ed to enjoy refreshments 
following the ceremony. The 
event is being sponsored by 
the VFW Post 9666.

The Sew and Sews Quilt 
Guild will gather at 6 p.m. 
Monday at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Franklin. Activity 
will be ornament making. 
Anyone interested in 
quilting is invited to attend.

Quilters To Meet

The Pendleton County 
Board of Health will conduct 
a meeting at 5 p.m. Nov. 13 
at the health department 
located at 274 Mill Road in 
Franklin.

Board of  Health
To Hold Meeting

American Legion Pendle-
ton Post 30 will meet at 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 12 at the Star 
Restaurant in Franklin. 

Post 30 To Meet

VFW Post 9666 will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 13 at the 
post home in Sugar Grove.

Post 9666 To Meet

Bonnie’s Bus and her “colleague,” LUCAS, take essential cancer 
screenings into remote areas.

Remote communities and residences facing 
destruction and isolation relied on Willard Earle 
at WELD for information.

During the Flood of 1985, all access out of Franklin 
was blocked, including Rt. 220 north of Franklin 
at Ruddle.
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Restaurant Hours: 
Friday, Saturday and Monday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

November 9 • Noon - 3 p.m.
Sunday Buffet

$3000

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Grilled Bistro Tenders, Dilled Chicken Breast,
Pork Loin w/Mushroom Sauce,

Mixed Green Salad, Roasted Red Potatoes, 
Steamed Rice, Cauliflower Au Gratin,

Country Green Beans w/Tomatoes,
Rolls/Butter and Assorted Desserts

Seneca Caverns Open
Friday - Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3328 Germany Valley Road., Riverton        304-567-2691

$4000

Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Fried Calamari,
Shrimp Creole, Scampi Style Scallops,

Fried Clams, Fried Oysters, Roast Beef w/Gravy,
Herb Baked Chicken Breast, Hush Puppies, 

Steamed Rice, Corn, Buttered Potatoes,
        Cheddar Bay Biscuits, Assorted Desserts

Seafood Buffet
Friday, November 7• 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

South Fork Ruritan Club Building
Oak Flat
Menu:

Pork Tenderloin with Gravy
Mashed Potatoes, Macaroni and Cheese
Green Beans, Cole Slaw, Rolls, Dessert

Coffee, Tea, Lemonade or Water

Saturday, Nov. 8 • 4-6:30 p.m.

Kristin Bodkin

*Doors will open at 3:30 p.m. for Silent Auction*

Free Will Offering

To help with traveling expenses for treatment
in Morgantown

Benefit Dinner/
Silent Auction For

Eat In or Carry Out

Clip and Save

Pendleton County 
Health Department

Flu Shots Available

Monday, November 10
Monday, November 17
Monday, November 24

9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Clip and Save

If you are unable to come during the
scheduled days & times, you may call

our office at 304-358-7565
to schedule an appointment.

Please bring your insurance card.

273 Mill Road, Franklin

No Appointment Necessary

FARMERS • LOGGERS
TRUCKERS • ANYONE

Thanks for shopping local!

GiGantic Filter Sale For november

304-358-2541
 Sites Auto (65 North Main) 

it’S Here!
20% oFF all FilterS

will not void 
Manufacturers’ 

Warranty

sitespartsco@yahoo.com /

Amy Nichole (Hull) Vaus

Amy Nichole (Hull) Vaus, 
29, of Monterey, Virginia, 
passed away Oct. 29, 2025, 
at the home of her mother-
in-law, Lorrie Vaus in Mon-
terey, Virginia.

She was born April 19, 
1996, in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, the second daughter 
to Melissa (Wright) Hull and 
the late Russell “Beatle” Lee 
Hull. 

Mrs.  Vaus graduated 
from Highland High School 
in 2014 and worked as a 
waitress before going on to 
become a pharmaceutical 
technician. She worked at 
Highland Medical Center 
Pharmacy from March 2016 
until October 2019, when she 
was diagnosed with cancer.

If one was lucky enough 
to have known her before 
she was sick, one knows she 
was the life of the party, 
funny, wild, carefree, down 
for whatever girl. But if 
one knew her after she got 
sick, that’s the real bless-
ing to one’s life. She was 
the strongest, bravest, most 
selfless person many have 
ever known. Through the 
entire six-year battle with 
her cancer, she fought. The 
first time she chose her baby 
girl over herself was when 
she received her diagnosis 
during her pregnancy. She 
continued to choose that baby 
girl for the next six years. 
Against everything doctors 
told her was possible, she 
lived. One would find her at 
truck pulls, cookouts, camp-
ing, and carrying that wild 
and precious little girl wher-
ever she wanted to go. She 
did all of this while fighting 
through chemo, radiation, 
gamma knife, etc. One would 
even find her trying to make 
one a plate of food first before 
herself; if that’s not courage 
and selflessness at its fin-
est, then one doesn’t know 

what is. The most incredible 
thing about her was that she 
fought her battle with joy and 
hope like never seen before. 

One can learn from her to 
face life’s trials with grace 
and faith in God. If one leans 
into Him and trusts His plan, 
one can truly have peace no 
matter what is coming. One 
can run straight into the fire 
with full confidence in the 
One who made everyone. 

On Oct. 6, 2018, she mar-
ried her high school sweet-
heart, Evan Alan Vaus, and 
in 2020 together, they wel-
comed their greatest bless-
ing, Lorrissa Nichole.

Left to cherish her memory 
are her husband of seven 
years, Evan; their daughter, 
Lorrissa Nichole; mother, 
Melissa Hull of Monterey 
Virginia; sisters, Emily 
Stephenson and husband, 
William “Wilber,” and An-
drea Hull, all of Monterey, 
Virginia, and Chasity God-
shall and husband, Steve 
of Rockingham, Virginia; 
grandfather, Johnny Wright 
and wife, Karen of Monterey, 
Virginia; nephews, Wes-
ton and Wyatt Stephenson, 
and Isiah and Quintin Gar-
land; niece, Kaitlyn Wilson; 
great-nephew, Zayn Gar-
land; mother-in-law, Lorrie 
Vaus of Monterey, Virginia; 
brother-in-law, Kenan Vaus 
of San Diego, California; 
numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins; and many countless 
friends.

She was also preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
Carolyn Kay Wright, Thelma 
“Mae” (Doyle) Hull, and Rus-
sell Edward Hull.

A funeral service was held 
Sunday at the Obaugh Fu-
neral Home in McDowell, 
Virginia, with pastor Ronnie 
Breen officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Chapman Halter-
man Cemetery (aka, Anice 
Hevener Cemterey) located 
on Forks of Water Road.

Pallbearers were her hus-
band, Evan, along with Wil-
liam Stephenson, Robert 
Moyers, Elliott Boyd, Chad 
Lightner, Christian Brock, 
Daniel Dudley, and Hunter 
Propst.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Lorrissa 
Vaus Education Fund, c/o 
Blue Grass Valley Bank, 
PO Box 516, Monterey, VA 
24465.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.obaughfuneral
home.com.

Charles Edward Harold

Charles Edward Har -
old, 74 of Dayton, Virginia, 
passed away Nov. 2, 2025. 
at Sentara RMH Medical 
Center in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia.

He was born Dec. 4, 1950, 
the son of the late Virgil M. 
and Reta (Hevener) Harold.

Following graduation from 
Turner Ashby High School 
in 1969, Mr. Harold attend-
ed Blue Ridge Community 
College where he studied 
drafting.

On Aug. 2, 1971, he joined 
the United States Navy. He 
was stationed in Norfolk, 
Virginia, aboard the USS 
Leary as a Radio Operator 
until June 1, 1973. He was 
awarded the National De-
fense Service Medal while 
serving.

After being honorably dis-
charged from the Navy, he 
was employed by the United 
States Postal Service in 
Dayton, Virginia. He retired 
after 30 years of service.

In his early retirement he 
cared for all his grandchil-
dren in their preschool years 
which brought him great joy. 
Throughout the remainder 
of his retirement, he enjoyed 
spending time at the fam-
ily cabin in Deer Run and 
watching his grandchildren 
grow and succeed.

He was a member of the 
Dayton United Methodist 
Church.

On Feb. 19, 1971, he was 
united in marriage to Nancy 
(Bodkin) Harold, who sur-
vives.

Also surviving are two 
children, Kara (Wes) Wilkins 
and Michael (Holly) Harold; 
four grandchildren, McKen-
zie Jackson and Grayson, 
Whitney and Parker Harold; 
a sister-in-law, Sharon Har-
old; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

He was also proceeded 
in death by his sister and 
brother-in-law, Linda and 
Paul Simmons; a brother, 
John Wayne Harold; and a 
sister-in-law, Wanda Rho-
des.

Burial was private.
Memorial contributions 

may be made in his name to 
the American Cancer Society 
or the American Heart As-
sociation.

Karla Anne (Koenig) 
Moats

Karla Anne (Koenig) Moats, 
61, of Sugar Grove passed 
away unexpectedly Oct. 27, 
2025, at Sentara RMH Medi-
cal Center in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia.

She was born June 2, 1964, 
in St. Albans, New York, a 
daughter of Geraldine Regi-
nald (Youmans) Koenig of 
Tucson, Arizona, and the late 
Charles Edward Koenig. 

Employed as a federal po-
lice officer, Mrs. Moats loved 
life to the fullest, enjoying the 
pool practically year-round, 
travelling with her family, 
reading, and always sing-
ing and dancing. She was a 
fierce protector, who provided 
complete and unwavering 
support, care, and affection to 
her family. A ray of sunshine, 
she was the one who always 
looked on the brighter side 
and was the best story-teller. 

She was an incredibly hard 
worker and refused to give 
up in the face of adversity. 
Above all, she will be remem-
bered for her bold, authentic 
personality and forever being 
the life of the party.

On April 2, 1983, she mar-
ried James “Jim” Monroe 
Moats, her high school sweet-
heart. They enjoyed more 
than 40 years of marriage 
together.

In addition to her mother 
and husband, she is sur-
vived by daughters, Tuesday 
BriAnne Simmons and hus-
band, Brian of Wake Forest, 
North Carolina, and Montana 
Rayne Hise and husband, 
Troy of Monterey, Virginia; 
a grandson, Cedar Monroe 
Simmons; sisters, Christina 
Derby and husband, Danny, 
and Heidi Mabe and hus-
band, Jerry, all of Tucson, 
Arizona, and Lili Koenig of 
Chesapeake, Virginia; and a 
brother, Mark Koenig of San 
Diego, California.

She was also preceded in 
death by a brother, Charles 
Eric Koenig.

Her family will commemo-
rate her life privately at a 
later time.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to South Fork 
Rescue Squad, where she vol-
unteered, P.O. Box 55, Sugar 
Grove, WV 26815.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.obaughfuneral
home.com.
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picked up enough warm water “fuel” to elevate 
the storm to hurricane status. Hurricane Juan’s 
track took it first to the Louisiana coast on the 
28th. It returned to the Gulf of Mexico, then 
made landfall once again on the 31st.

Throughout Hardy, Grant, Pendleton, Tucker, 
Pocahontas, Randolph, and other counties on 
the periphery of the region, children and their 
families happily enjoyed a tranquil night of trick 
or treat as the storm formed and evolved. 

Franklin High School only endured its second 
loss of a solid season the week before, falling to 
St. Francis 41-6. On the same weekend, Peters-
burg High School bested their most fierce rival, 
the Moorefield Yellow Jackets.

Each of those communities would soon face 
challenges much deeper than how to stop the I 
formation and option running games prominent 
in the time. 

And Earle, as he always did, manned his post 
in downtown Fisher at the venerable studios 
of WELD. 

As Chip Combs, WELD radio personality, 
shared, Earle “started his career in 1960.” He 
went on to explain that “long before his group 
purchased the station, he set an example of 
work ethic that was unparalleled.”  Just as 
many cash-strapped small town newspaper and 
broadcaster outlets have had to return to doing, 
Earle in those days “split (his) time between 
on-air duties and sales and nobody wore both 
hats better.”

Eight months before the deluge, Earle pur-
chased WELD AM 690, assuming the role as 
captain of that ship. Noting the popularity of 
clear FM broadcast radio, Earle “and his group 
took the plunge and created WELD 101.7, usher-
ing in a new era of radio, right here in our little 
valley” said Combs.

As Earle’s daughter, Sarah, shared with the 
Grant County Press last week, “Community was 
always important to my father.” His voice car-
ried the community news to radio sets far and 
wide. In those days, listeners in 12 counties in 
three states relied on WELD broadcasts for news 
and entertainment. Earle’s stentorian voice also 
served as that of area high school sports that he 
broadcast during the decades.

Sarah Earle also told the Grant County Press 
that her father provided much of the informa-
tion that Facebook community pages share one 
fourth of the way through the 21st century. 
“When I was in high school, I used to think 
some of these programs were silly in a way,” she 
admitted, but has since concluded, “maybe dad 
was actually ahead of social media.”

As children in West Virginia’s Potomac 
Highlands enjoyed Halloween, those in Gulf 
Shores, Alabama, endured a different fright 
night. Between 10 and 12 inches of rain forced 
families to flee their homes as floodwaters rose 
along with sustained winds between 60 and 70 
miles per hour.

The historical retrospect of the National 
Weather Service on the “slow and erratic mo-
tion of Hurricane Juan” stated that it “made 

for a forecasting nightmare.” Meteorologists 
struggled to determine the path and expected 
impact of the “meandering” system that “drifted 
slowly north into the Tennessee Valley over the 
next several days.”

A combination of normal mid fall conditions 
combined with an abnormal storm system 
formed a recipe for destruction. Peter Corrigan, 
a senior service hydrologist with the National 
Weather Service in Blacksburg, Virginia, de-
scribed how “dormant” vegetation, overcast 
skies, and “feeble November sunlight,” “reduced 
evaporation to the point that nearly all the 
rain that fell in the days preceding the flood” 
prevented water evaporation that might have 
mitigated the impact of the rains somewhat.

Juan’s remains formed a weak low pres-
sure system that collided with an “upper level 
trough” from the central United States that put 
the still-powerful storms into a holding pattern 
over the central Appalachians. Nothing cut off 
the northward flowing stream of warm, moist 
tropical air keeping those storms so unusually 
strong.

When floods come to the Potomac Highlands, 
they follow a general pattern. Many floods that 
could happen do not, thanks to the extensive sys-
tem of National Resources Conservation Service 
small watershed flood control dams. They take 
on significant stormwater burdens that protect 
lives and property downstream. Even during 
major floods, they reduce the potential damage 
to property and loss of life.

Streams swell first upstream in the south. 
Flood waters move relentlessly north through 
communities on and near the rivers.

John O’Brien, an Appalachian scholar who 
grew up in Piedmont and eventually took resi-
dence in Pendleton County, recalled initial signs 
of trouble in his book “At Home in the Heart of 
Appalachia.” 

He wrote that Ruskin Murphy, Pendleton 
County jailer and member of Pendleton County 
Emergency Rescue, shared with him that week-
days are normally bereft of calls, but the monitor 
had been “cracking with calls since he woke up 
and they are coming faster all the time.” The 
entire county seemed afflicted by whatever was 
happening, forcing Murphy to conclude, “Some-
thing is way out of line here.”

O’Brien recalled as the flooding opened in 
Franklin “Dyer Avenue has become a shal-
low stream with a quarter-inch sheet of water 
gliding down.” Through Franklin’s historic 
downtown, stricken by fire just over six dec-
ades prior, O’Brien noted that “Main Street is 
a larger stream.” 

Emergency phones and HAM radio broadcasts 
continued to reach out to the county’s command 
center. Calls came in of trapped families terri-
fied of rising water, the South Branch extending 
from valley wall to valley wall in Ruddle, and a 
threat to the safety of the people not seen since 
armies traversed the county in the Civil War af-
flicted the area. Power lines failed, leaving broad 
swaths of the Potomac Highlands in the dark.

And the waters surged northward.
Upstream, the damage intensified as the loss 

of life and property focused on Hardy, Grant, 

and Pendleton. As the first Pendleton Times 
published in the wake of the recession of flood-
waters stated, “Hundreds of homes were washed 
away and hundreds more were destroyed as 
walls of water struck with unyielding force.”

The account also noted the severe damage to 
farms along the river, including the stripping of 
“thousands of acres of rich top soil,” as well as 
countless dead livestock and destroyed equip-
ment and other assets. 

More importantly, as the Times recalled, “The 
county was isolated from the outside world for 
three days with 18 bridges washed out and 
massive slides. With electric power out nearly 
everywhere and smart phones still more promi-
nent in science fiction than anywhere else, Pen-
dleton County’s battery-powered transistor and 
automobile radios brought in the only reliable 
source of news, Earle broadcasting from WELD. 

Rick Gillespie currently serves as the emer-
gency services coordinator for Pendleton 
County, but in 1985 he had six years under his 
belt as a West Virginia State Trooper. One of 
the most important aspects of keeping the area 
as safe and as well-informed as possible was 
Earle and WELD radio.

With television and electric powered com-
munications equipment unavailable, all anyone 
had in those days was radio, whether battery 
operated or in a vehicle. “I recall WELD and 
Willard doing stellar work in keeping the public 
informed,” Gillespie said.

That amounted to more than simply reading 
the news, however. Earle served as a literal life-
line. Even as his grandson, Jesse Earle, shared, 
he had to set aside whatever concerns he had 
about the safety of himself and his own to serve 
the region in one of its most desperate times.

First, WELD sent a request to the Federal 
Communications Commission as the scale of 
the disaster became apparent. Some smaller 
AM radio stations had restrictions on night 
hours broadcasting, including WELD. Quickly, 
they received a waiver for 24-hour operation for 
the duration.

Earle took full opportunity, staying in the 
studio, behind the microphone. As Gillespie 
remembered, “I recall his ‘made for radio voice’ 
passing many important messages related to 
welfare, recovery, and other important matters 
to the public.” As his daughter, Sarah, related 
to the Grant County Press, this included the 
very human effort to keep families apprised of 
each other’s safety.

In her book “No Road Maps,” Margaret Allen 
wrote about hearing WELD utter “the F word - 
FLOOD” while providing warnings to residents 
to get clear of rising water.

At the center of the destruction, residents saw 
conditions almost unforeseeable. Idelta Lambert 
of Circleville and her husband, Keith, saw the 
waters rising in one of the harder hit areas. She 
remembered that “the water took all the farms. 
I had three feet of water in my basement.” The 
location of Lambert’s home, built by her father 
with his own two hands in the 1930s, is situated 
on the opposite hillside from the North Fork 
near Circleville, quite far from the riverbed.

She recalled that her husband lost about 

20 head of sheep. Rising waters also swept up 
one of the family’s vehicles, a Volkswagen, and 
pushed it far downstream. “The ground was so 
saturated,” Lambert remembered, adding that 
without electricity or telephone, the family used 
a kerosene heater for the basics, such as cooking 
food and brewing coffee.”

When the Red Cross set up at the school in 
Circleville and started serving hot meals, Lam-
bert shared that “food never tasted so good.” 
Only from word of mouth and WELD could 
residents learn of help. 

To WELD, messages would come from individ-
uals seeking to find family members, or others 
looking to make sure their families knew they 
were okay. The diary of Mary Kellar, reprinted 
in part in the Moorefield Examiner’s flood retro-
spective, shared that “W.E.L.D. is running mes-
sages so folks can learn if friends and relatives 
survived.” She also contacted WELD because “I 
want Mother and my boys in Virginia to know 
that we are alive.”

Throughout, Earle would relay these mes-
sages in the hope that they would provide a lit-
tle comfort in a terrible time. Those broadcasts 
combined with countless other efforts to help, 
but also forged a bond between those who went 
through it that will never break. 

Dave Workman, West Virginia University 
Extension Service agent then and Hardy County 
commissioner now, stated in an Examiner ret-
rospective that “we grew closer as a community. 
It became a community, not just an agricultural 
community or a town community but an entire 
community.”

Others agreed. Peggy Hawse was principal of 
Moorefield Elementary School, then later served 
as a representative for the Office of U.S. Sena-
tor Joe Manchin. In the same retrospective, she 
shared that “you can’t go through something like 
that and not come together as a community.”

For his decades of service to WELD and 
those days of dedication during the Flood of ‘85, 
Earle earned induction into the West Virginia 
Broadcasting Hall of Fame. He took his place 
alongside state legends, such as Nick Fantasia 
Sr., Hoppy Kercheval, Jack Flemming, Woody 
O’Hara, and Tony Caridi, as well as nationally 
known figures such as Bob Denver, Soupy Sales, 
and “Little” Jimmy Dickens. 

Earle has long since retired, but his legacy 
lived on. Those who remembered his daily news 
broadcasts, as well as the dark days of the flood, 
banded together long after he was gone to save 
the station he served so well for so long. Likely, 
without Earle building the bond between station 
and community, WELD would have faded away 
like so many rural media outlets.

That said, his legend will still find as its foun-
dation his voice’s ability to keep a community 
hopeful and connected. Just as it will always 
remain a part of the life of those who endured 
it, his legacy will ever after be intertwined with 
his contributions.

That magical connection that still endures 
inspired Combs to share that “WELD enters 
your life one of two ways; you either grow up 
on it or grow into it.”

“A lot of us grew into it on Nov. 4, 1985.”

Continued From Page 1
WELD, Earle
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10 Years Ago
Week of November 5, 2015

‘Flood of ‘85’ 
Wreaked Havoc

 Some area residents are 
recalling one of the most 
devastating natural disasters 
to strike Pendleton and 
surrounding counties in the 
last century. This week marks 
the 30th anniversary of the 
“Flood of ‘85.”

On Monday, Nov. 4, 1985, 
over 7.5 inches of rain fell on 
the ground that was already 
saturated from above average 
precipitation in the weeks 
leading up to the flood. George 
Hammer, official weather 
observer for the US Weather 
Bureau, reported amounts 
from his station one mile east 
of Franklin. Some sections of 
the county reported as much 
as 12.5 inches of rain over the 
four-day period preceding the 
flood. Hammer commented 
that the 7.5 inches that fell on 
Nov. 4 was the most rainfall 
in a single day that he recalled 
during his 30 years of keeping 
records.

The ensuing flood waters 
ravaged homes, businesses 
and farmland causing 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in damages and loss. Over 350 
single family homes and 190 
trailer homes were affected by 
the high water. Also impaired 
were some 39 businesses, 18 
public buildings, 60 private 
bridges and culverts, 206 
outbuildings, 51 barns and 
204 recreational campers.

Pendleton County was 
essentially isolated from the 
outside world for three days. 
Road damage, washed-out 
bridges and massive slides 
made travel impossible. Otis 
Harper, Jr., Pendleton County 
road maintenance supervisor, 
est imated  damages  to 
primary roads at $34 million 
and damages of secondary 
roads at $20 million.

Electricity and telephone 
service was unavailable. The 
only form of communication 
out of the county was provided 
by ham operators, who 
worked tirelessly 24 hours 
a day relaying emergency 
messages.

Franklin Elementary 
School and Dixie School 
in Riverton were set up as 
evacuation centers to provide 
shelter for those losing homes 
to the raging waters.

Communi t i es  w i th in 
the county were isolated 
from each other making it 
impossible for local service 
organizations to render 
assistance to many areas. The 
Franklin Fire Department 
sent teams of members to 
try to get to isolated areas 
to assess their needs and 
get emergency supplies to 
them. Attempts were made to 
obtain help from the National 
Guard at Buckhannon and 
the Elkins Fire Department, 
but volunteers were unable to 
travel past Harman.

Sanitation and health 
problems posed a threat until 
the National Guard came in 
with helicopters and began 
airlifting medical supplies to 
isolated areas. Of particular 
concern were shortages of 
insulin and nitroglycerin and 
a means of distributing the 

supplies that were available.
Water supplies throughout 

the county either were 
destroyed or the water was 
rendered unfit for drinking. 
All community water systems 
in the county were knocked 
out.

The swinging br idge 
spanning the South Branch 
of the Potomac River in 
South Franklin, which had 
survived floods for 45 years, 
was washed away, and the 
approach to the bridge a 
half-mile south of Franklin 
leading to Propst Gap was 
also washed away.

Pendleton, along with seven 
other counties was declared a 
federal disaster area by then-
President Ronald Reagan, 
making it eligible for federal 
assistance. Two weeks after 
the flood, nearly 700 county 
residents had applied for some 
form of federal assistance.

Sixteen deaths in the 
county were attributed to 
the flood. Two of the deaths, 
Ivan Stone, 58, and Jody 
Whiteside, 16, occurred as 
they were attempting to 
rescue other victims.

County school students 
were dismissed early the 
afternoon of Nov. 4 and did 
not return to class until Dec. 
3. Due to location, some 
students were not able to 
return until much later. 

The Pendleton Times was 
not published the week of Nov. 
7, because of the electricity 
outage and lack of distribution 
facilities. A special reprint of 
the edition following the flood 
was distributed the week of 
Nov. 21.

Despite 30 years of repair 
and rebuilding, the Pendleton 
County landscape still reflects 
the devastation caused, and 
lives were forever changed, 
by the raging waters from the 
“Flood of ‘85.”

60 Years Ago
Week of November 4, 1965

EDITORIALS

Keep Funds Intact – – –

One of the major problems 
which has faced the County 
Court of Pendleton County 
in recent years has been 
the problem created by 
the declining need for the 
county parish farm and the 
increasing cost of operating it.

A number of years ago 
when the county government 
had the full responsibility 
of caring for the indigent, 
the parish farm was a 
much needed possession of 
the county. But in recent 
years the state and federal 
governments have largely 
taken over the responsibility 
of caring for the needy, and as 
a result, the county no longer 
has the need for the farm that 
it once had.

Although the need for 
the parish farm has been 
declining, in recent years 
the cost of operating it has 
increased to the point where 
it was becoming a burden 
upon the county to maintain 
it. It had, indeed, become a 
problem. But the county court 
faced up to the problem and 
resolved it by selling the farm. 
We believe the court acted 
wisely in taking this decisive 

action.
But in solving one problem, 

another was created. The 
farm was sold for $74,600 and 
the personal property brought 
about $17,400 more, bringing 
the total proceeds of the sale 
to approximately $92,000. 
The problem now is what is 
the best use that can be made 
of these funds.

We are fortunate in having 
county officials with sound 
judgment. We are confident 
that they will see the merit in 
using the monies now under 
their control for something 
big, something that will be a 
significant and lasting benefit 
for the county, rather than 
in dribbling it away, little by 
little, so that there will be 
nothing to show for it 10 years 
from now.

  
70 Years Ago
Week of November 3, 1955

Firemen’s Hallowe’en 
Parade, Party Draw 
Large Attendance

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0 
youngsters from throughout 
the Pendleton County, dressed 
in costumes ranging all the 
way from Cinderella to Satan, 
and from Davy Crockett to 
20th Century Mechanical 
Men, marched in the firemen’s 
annual Hallowe’en parade in 
Franklin Monday night.

Following the parade, the 
firemen threw a big party 
for the youngsters at the fire 
station including contests and 
entertainment by the band, 
capped off with hotdogs, coffee 
and Kool-aid for everyone.

It was estimated that from 
1500 to 2000 persons lined 
both sides of Main Street 
and parts of High Street. 
Approximately 1000 of them 
followed the paraders to the 
fire station.

Braving a chilly 40 degrees 
temperature, they saw Ervin 
Dale Lambert get his face well 
smeared with chocolate pie 
as he won the first pie eating 
contest. Jean Ann Simmons 
and Bill Cunningham tied in 
a second pie eating contest 
later in the evening.

Carrol Thompson won an 
apple eating contest, and 
Loren Bryan succeeded in 
blowing up a balloon until 
it burst quicker than his 
competitors. Roy Hartman 
revealed a good baritone voice 
to win the hog calling contest, 
and Dale Thompson was the 
champion bubble gum blower. 
Johnny Murphy won the 
hotdog eating contest.

Prizes were awarded for the 
prettiest, most original and 
ugliest costumes. Winners 
of the prizes were as follows: 
Prettiest costume–Candy 
Dalen, who was dressed as a 
fairy; most original costume–
Sue Hiser, who was rigged up 
as a mechanical man; ugliest 
costume–Charlie Sites, who 
represented a scarecrow. 
Runner-up for the ugliest 
costume was Linda Stump, 
who was dressed as a tramp, 
and Carolyn Simmons who 
represented a television set, 
was runner-up for the most 
original costume.

  
80 Years Ago
Week of November 2, 1945

CLINTON HEDRICK 
AWARDED MEDAL

“Techn i ca l  Sergeant 
Clinton M. Hedrick, glider 
infantryman of Riverton, 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, who gave his life 
covering the retreat of his 
comrades from German 
treachery last March 28, has 
been posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor, the War 
Department announced 
October 26.

Sergeant Hedrick died 
inside the court of an ancient 
castle at Lembeck, Germany, 
facing the Germans with a 
Browning automatic rifle 
while his comrades withdrew 
to return with reinforcements. 
W h e n  t h e  r e e n f o r c e d 
infantrymen stormed the 
castle shortly afterward, 
they found him dying from 
wounds.

The medal will be presented 
to Sergeant Hedrick’s father, 
Preston Hedrick of Riverton.

“Sergeant Hedrick was 
fearless through two days 
of fighting,” Staff Sergeant 
Richard L. McKelvie of 
Eggertsville, New York, 
reported. “We made our 
landing near Wesel the day 
before and after gathering 
in a woods, set out on the 
attack on Lembeck. We came 
out into a field and attacked 
heavily defended positions. 
But when we were among 
the enemy they opened up 
with two machine-guns that 
pinned our men to the ground.

“There was a trench 
leading close to the machine-
gun positions and I begged 
Sergeant Hedrick to use it 
when he said he was going 
out to silence the guns. But 
he got up and went at them 
with the automatic rifle firing 
from his hip. He knocked out 
both guns.

“When we ready to take 
up the assault on Lembeck 
he knew a frontal assault 
would be costly, so he took 
a squad around to the flank 
and opened a diversionary 
attack. When we started our 
attack he was fighting more 
than 100 Germans with his 
little squad.”

“In the final drive, Sergeant 
Hedrick again advanced alone 
against two machine-guns 
and blasted them out of action 
with his BAR,” Sergeant 
McKelvie related. “A six-
man patrol, all armed with 
automatic weapons, appeared 
on our flank in a surprise 
move and Sergeant Hedrick 
killed them all with a burst 
from his rifle.”

Sergeant Hedrick was born 
on May 1, 1918, at Cherry 
Grove, and attended rural 
school. His parents later 
moved to their present farm 
home at Riverton.

A veteran of fighting in 
Africa, Italy, France and 
Belgium, he entered the Army 
on September 5, 1940, and 
participated in the landing 
at Oran. He wore battle stars 
for the Rome-Arno, Southern 
F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y 
campaigns, in addition to the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, 
awarded him for exemplary 
conduct in action against the 
enemy.

BY 

CARL E. BURGTORF 
FOREST RANGER

Arlie Warner of Cherry 
Grove, is now on duty at the 
Gatewood fire tower helping 
to protect the Monongahela 
National Forest from fire. He 
is one of the more fortunate 
veterans since he found a 
home for his family at 
Harman.

Arlie says that life at 
the fire tower before he 
entered the Army seemed 
quite rugged though it now 
seems somewhat refined. 
Undoubtedly this impression 
is due to the fact that Arlie 
has spent day after day lying 
in the mud, eating K-Rations 
when he could get them, 
and living out in all kind of 
weather. 

Perhaps some of us would 
appreciate our beds more if 
we too had been in France 
and Germany when raincoats 
and blankets froze in the mud 
and snow, and just standing 
up was a luxury.

If you pass through the 
Spruce Mountain or Hunting 
Ground country, you are 
invited to stop at the Gatewood 
fire tower where veteran 
Warner will gladly take time 
off from baking biscuits or 
running his weather station 
to show you the highest 
mountain in West Virginia 
and other points of interest.

105 Years Ago
Week of November 5, 1920

TO THE FARMERS OF 
PENDLETON COUNTY

NO BETTER DOLLAR GIFT

For those whom you wish 
especially to please, here’s the 
one ideal gift. Not once, but 52 
times during the coming year, 
it will bring its rich budget 
of practical help in every 
farm problem and wholesome 
entertainment for the whole 
family. Yes, of course I mean 
The Country Gentleman. Let 
me be Santa Claus. 

The Country Gentleman 
is the business paper of the 
General Farmer, Poultry 
Raiser, Feed Merchant, 
G a r d e n e r ,  D a i r y m a n , 
Commission Merchant, Stock 
Feeder, Stock Raiser, Sheep 
Raiser, Town Banker, Farm 
Woman, Land Owner, Farm 
Tenant, Rural Teacher, and 
everyone who is interested in 
the world’s biggest industry–
farming.

Send me your name and 
also your friend’s name. Only 
$1.00 for 53 issues to any 
address.

P. M. Lukens Agent.
Franklin, W. Va.
Also Agent for Saturday 

Evening Post, $2.50 and 
Ladies Home Journal, $2.00.

AT THE 
BLUE GRASS 

THEATRE

Crabbottom, Va.
Saturday night, Nov. 6.

“Gates Of Brass” 
“Spring Fever”

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

Another month has started, 
and it is getting closer to the 
start of a new year, less than 
two months away. It seems that 
at the end of this year, there 
are more events to send the old 
year out.

Veterans Day is Tuesday. 
There are many veterans in 
this county. This is the only day 
of the year devoted to them. If 
one knows a veteran, give them 
thanks for their service. They 
made the sacrifice for this coun-
try, so give them respect.

Smith Creek and Friends Run 
Churches of the Brethren: shut-
ins — Bucky Moyers, Pam Riner, 
Anna Tesi, Larry Moyers, Sandy 
Washburn, Mary Alice Simmons, 
Anna Lee Mitchell and Carol 
Propst; prayer list — Richard 
Campbell, Joshua Shirk, Ava 
George, Kenny Williams, Dennis 
Mitchell, Debbie Horst, Neal Eye, 
Donald Burns, Ruth Bauer, Rick 
Waggy, Gloria Moats, Ruthalene 
Judy, Frankie Judy, David Berg, 
Tim and Dee McCormick, Jim 
Judy, Jessie Simmons, Minny 
Rhoads, Larry Rexrode, Troy 
Bennett, Jim Fawley, Tom and 
Judy Borror, Judith Ours, Bob 
and Brenda Sites, Nancy and 
Toney George, David M. Hart-
man, George Hevener, Tonya 
Simon, Danny Nelson, David M. 
Parkinson, Cleo Simmons, Tom 
Butterworth, Sherry Hedrick, 
Bobby Parsons, Robert Bennett, 
Rick Phares, Virgil “Bub” Yo-
kum, Hannah Hedrick, Barbara 
Judy Harman, John Moyers, 
Norma Auville, Shana Johnson, 
Chuck Hiett, Betty Smith, Chase 
Shepke, Woody Hoover, Sherry 
Chambers, Ginger Kimble, Kay-
lee Bennett, Bruce Lambert, Paul 
Mallow, Kristin Bodkin, Bonnie 
Mitchell,  Sandra Bennett, Nancy 
Scott, Gale Judy, Marcia Warner, 
Genevieve Wimer, Andra Warner 
Vandevander and Wayne Sim-
mons.

Prayer thought: “Dear God, 
please help me patiently wait 
for You to act out Your will in 
my life.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for Oct. 27 
through Nov. 2 were as follows: 
Oct. 27 - 55°, 32° (59°, 30°), Oct. 
28 - 47°, 36° (61°, 31°), Oct. 29 - 
44°, 37°, .59” (72°, 44°), Oct. 30 
- 53°, 39°, 1.09” (76°, 43°), Oct. 31 
- 46°, 40° (78°, 52°), Nov. 1 - 61°, 
39° (65°, 45°) and Nov. 2 - 58°, 
37° (62°, 33°).

Total rainfall for October was 
2.36”, compared to .75” in October 
of 2024.

Year-to-date rainfall is 41.17”, 
compared to 49.26” for the same 
time period last year.
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You are invited to join us in celebrating

TOM KLINE
Sunday, November 9 •1 - 3 p.m.

Basement Fellowship Hall
Franklin Presbyterian Church

    Come as you are ~ Stay as long as you like
    No gifts. Light refreshments will be served.

the 90th Birthday of

Honoring the Patriotic Service
of five SITES brothers

Earl, age 104, Richard (1923-2020), and
Guy (1925-1997) served in WWII,

Ward, age 98, is a Korean War veteran, and
John “Wade” served in ’69 and ’70 in Vietnam.

They followed the allegiance to Country
of several family members:

John Justus Hinckel, Sr. (1706-1778),
Commander of Hinkle’s Fort during the Revolutionary 

War, their fourth great-grandfather;
John A. Skidmore (1736-1809), Capt. during the

Revolutionary War, their fifth great-grandfather;
George Bible (1762-1839), a Revolutionary War

veteran, their fourth great-grandfather;
Reuben Vance (1823-1896), a Civil War veteran,

their great-grandfather; and
Jesse Henkle (1782-1869), War of 1812 and
CSA veteran, and Sheriff of Pendleton County,

their first cousin four times removed.

WE THANK
ALL VETERANS

FOR THEIR SERVICE!

RABIES VACCINATION CLINIC

Saturday
November 8

for Dogs and Cats

Faithful Friends Animal Clinic
Franklin

8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Drs. Greg & Sarah Bowers, DVM
Cost: $8 per pet/must be over 3 months old of age

South Branch Valley Livestock Exchange
Moorefield

Friday, November 14•7:00 p.m.

Call Gary 540-622-4889 or Roger 304-257-3012

Bred Heifer and
Cow Sale

Customer Appreciation Event at 6:00 p.m.

SpeCial Sale

CONSIGNMENT ONLY
Cows Must Be Age 6 or Under

Total Car Care & Repair
•Alignment •Batteries •Belts & Hoses

•Brakes •Electrical •Engine Diagnostics
•Fluid Services •Maintenance •Shocks & Struts

FREE Estimates
Local, Friendly and Trusted Service

Guaranteed Auto Repair         Experienced Mechanics

Sugar Grove • 304-249-5154
Brandywine • 304-249-5900

24-Hour Wrecker Service                 State Inspections

Bowers Garage & Body Shop

“Serving the area for more than 45 years”

4 - 7 p.m.
Clinton Hedrick Community Building, Riverton

Proceeds to benefit the community and
North Fork Elementary School

$10 • Veterans and Children Under 3 Eat Free

BUCKWHEAT & PANCAKE

Saturday, November 15

Spruce Mountain ruritan club

DINNER
w/Sausage Gravy

and Home Fried Potatoes

VETERANS

Eddie and Angie
304-358-2541

We here at Sites Auto
appreciate

     your service!
Thank You
Veterans

Steaming Soup Kettle Aromas Create Warmth this Time of the Year
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

November is spreading its brownness over the hills in this 
community, muting the colors and bringing an end to warm 
weather. This month is sometimes described as bleak. Novem-
ber is lulling the land to rest, covering the ground with a blanket 
of brown leaves. Very soon, the ground will be blanketed with 
a counterpane of white. Wood smoke from chimneys promises 
warmth and cheer within the dwellings. November is closing 
its door on summer, bringing that cheery warmth inside.  

This is the time for soups, bubbling and steaming on the back 
burner of the stove. The cellar is stuffed with ripe apples, pota-
toes, and jars of vegetables. Crocks of sauerkraut are stored in 
the corner, and the deep freezer is full to the brim with meats. 
This is the time for warm fuzzy blankets, when dry leaves skit-
ter across the road like small, frightened animals, when the 
emerald green of the pines stands out amid the brownness of 
the hills, when trees with their bony arms reach skyward and 
shiver when the cold winds blow, when night comes earlier and 
delays its departure a little more each morning.  

Perhaps it is November that brings about the longing for 
home, which is one of the most ingrained instincts there is. The 
old farm may be sold, the homeplace torn down or burned, yet 
there is still that desire to go back home again. Yes, there is a 
fierce pull to these hills. Returning home to a pot of soup would 
be a nice homecoming welcome:

Blended Vegetable Soup
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 tablespoon butter
2-1/2 medium yellow onions, peeled
2-3 medium waxy potatoes
5 medium carrots, peeled
2 teaspoons fine grain sea salt
6 cloves garlic, peeled and sliced
5-1/2 cups vegetable broth
3 cups broccoli, florets and stems
Juice of a lemon
Instructions:
Chop the onions, potatoes, and carrots into (roughly) 1-inch 

pieces.
Heat the olive oil and butter. In a large soup pot over 

medium-high, add the onions and salt, stir to coat. Cover and 
cook for 5-10 minutes, stirring occasionally until onions soften 
completely. Add the garlic, and cook for another minute or so. 
Add the potatoes and carrots along with the broth. Bring to a 
boil then reduce to a simmer.

After 5 minutes of simmering, add the broccoli and boil an-
other 7-10 minutes or so. Everything needs to be tender. Always 
test the potato and broccoli. Remove from heat.

Season the soup well to one’s liking with more salt, if needed, 
and the lemon juice. (Option: soup may be blended, if a smoother 
consistency is desired.)

Enjoy!
Life’s little lessons include the following:
1. Practice teamwork.
2. Keep noise down.

3. Let the person with just two items go ahead of one.
4. Call and check on a senior citizen.
5. Hold the door open for someone entering.
The rains have circled like a plane over this countryside. 

Showers resulting in .61” fell Wednesday evening at the home 
of the writer. Temperatures have been captivating the jackets 
and coats.  

Quotes for the week are as follows:
“A tree falls the way it leans.” — Spanish proverb
“I usually take a two-hour nap from 1 to 4.” — Yogi Berra
“Age is just a number. Life and aging are the greatest gifts 

that we could possibly ever have.” — Cicely Tyson
“If you don’t like the road you’re walking, start paving another 

one.” — Dolly Parton
 “A man’s got to do what a man’s got to do.” — John Wayne 
Sitting by the fire is the way to go to hear the “Talk of the 

Grove.”   
The state road crew has been busy cutting brush along the 

highway. It certainly makes appearances more welcoming. Sad 
to say that potholes are appearing on the Reddish Knob Road. 
This is partly due to the cinders dispersed on icy sections dur-
ing the winter months.

Bill and Charlene Rader of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, spent a 
week in their Rader homeplace in Sugar Grove and visited with 

families and friends. Last Tuesday, Eddie Rader visited in the 
home of Willard and Judy Rader. Saturday, Bill and Charlene 
returned to their home in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Saturday evening, Halloween was celebrated at the rescue 
squad building. The children surely enjoyed the games, costume 
judging, and food which was provided by the rescue squad/
Lions Club.  

Rhonda Nash spent a delightful Saturday afternoon dressed 
as Professor McGonagall of Hogwarts, volunteering at the 
Sugar Grove Rescue Squad Halloween party. On Sunday, she 
also thoroughly enjoyed the History Alive! program at the Pen-
dleton County Library, which was sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library and the Pendleton County Committee for the Arts. 
Actor/educator JoAnn Peterson of Ft. Ashby portrayed Frances 
Perkins, the first female Cabinet member and U.S. Secretary 
of Labor, who is also known as the “Mother of Social Security.”

So good to see that Dover Paul has returned to his “winter 
home,” following a summer hiatus.

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:
•Jim Dreyer swam across Lake Michigan in 1998 (65 miles), 

and then in 2003, he swam the length of Lake Michigan (422 
miles).

•Prisoners at Folsom Prison in northern California begin 
producing license plates in 1947.

•In 1856, the secret ballot box, the most prized symbol of 
democracy, was pioneered in Victoria, Australia.

•Ketchikan, Alaska, is the salmon capital of the world.
•On July 4, 1959, Sitka, Alaska, is where the first official 

raising of the 49-star United States flag took place, minutes 
after Alaska became a state.

Concerns are for Mike Adams, Charles Anderson, Alfred 
Armstrong, Joan Ashley, Roger Ashley, Mercedes Aumann, 
Dave Basagic, Allen Beachler, “Bo” Boggs, Larry Byers, Doreen 
Calhoun, Joyce Calhoun, Marie Cole, Stanley Dahmer, Kim 
Davis, Tommy Davis, Steve Durham, Jennifer Errett, Isaac 
Eye, Mary Eye, Carl Gant, David Gillispie, Nancy Gonshor, 
Patsy Green, JC Hammer, Sharon Harr, Steve and Armanda 
Heavner, Hannah Hedrick, Jack and Starr Hedrick, Chuck and 
Tracy Hiett, Jim Hiner, Evan Hise, Tim Hively, Edsel and Mary 
Ann Hogan, Julia Homan, Keith Hoover, Debbie Horst, the 
family of Anna Gae Hughes, Bob and Cynthia Hurry, Mike and 
Lisa Jamison, Linda Jones, Richard Judy, Marsha Keller, Tara 
Kelley, Ruth Kile, Tom and Kim Kline, Tracie Knight, Laura 
Kropp, Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Rex Landis, Donna 
Mallow, Roger and Skip Mallow, Audree Marsh, Anna Mauzy, 
Ed May, Gene and Joan McConnell, Gary McDonald,  Rose 
Miller, Bruce Minor, Carroll and Dottie Mitchell, Tom Mitchell, 
Barbara Moats, Gloria Moats, the Karla Moats family, Sherri 
Moyers, Helen Nash, Aaron Nelson, Dominique Nelson, Dwight 
Nelson, Ruth Nelson, Cheryle Paine, Terri Parker, Andy Pond, 
Wayne Price, Janice Propst, Alda Propst, Mike Propst, Shel-
don Propst, Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, Tom Rader, Willard 
Rader, Brandon Reel, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy Rexrode, Linda 
Fay Rexrode, Vesta Ruckman, Bernie Sasscer, Annie Simmons, 
Erin Simmons, Eva Simmons, Greg Simmons, Judy Simmons, 
Nelson Simmons, Tonya Simon, Robbie Sites, Mike Skiles, 
Bruce Smith, Ed and Carolyn Smith, Natalie Stephenson, Tina 
Stuben, Steve Stump, Linda and Larry Vandevander, the Amy 
Vaus family, Junior Waggy, Mary Louise Waldschlager, Rene 
White, Sherry Wilfong, Judy Williams, Patty Willis and Ann 
and Ed Wimer.

Mummy wrapping was one of the enjoyable activities at the Sugar 
Grove Rescue Squad Halloween party on Saturday evening. Jason 
Smith was one of the many people who were wrapped. He had help 
from Stuart Bowers, left, and Treyvin Puffenbarger, right.

Wolfe’s Handyman 
Service

•Snow Removal
•Interior & Exterior
Home Repairs and

Replacements 

Travis Wolfe
304-668-9230        Franklin
Emergency Calls Welcome!

“Your complete
handyman service.”

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

WVU Medicine Grant Memorial Hospital 
Recognized for Expanding Rural Health Services

The West Virginia Hospital Association’s recent community 
benefit report highlighted WVU Medicine Grant Memorial Hos-
pital for its extraordinary expansion of healthcare services in just 
the past two years, significantly improving access to specialized 
care across the Potomac Highlands region.

Key additions include a podiatry clinic, wound care services, 
expanded hours at the GMH Bensenhaver Clinic, and home sleep 
study capabilities, all aimed at reducing travel for patients and 

bringing more care options closer to home.
The hospital has also made major technological advancements, 

such as implementing the EPIC electronic medical record system, 
upgrading to Philips patient monitors, enhancing lab capabilities, 
and installing a state-of-the-art 3 Tesla MRI scanner to deliver 
faster, more detailed imaging.

Serving the tri-county region, GMH continues to enhance its 
community offerings with the recent opening of an outpatient 
therapy center. Plans are also underway for a rapid care center 
to provide walk-in, non-emergency care from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
seven days a week, helping to alleviate pressure on the emergency 
department while ensuring timely and affordable access to care.

These efforts underscore GMH’s commitment to delivering 
high-quality healthcare and expanding services in underserved 
rural communities.



Bowers, Pownell, Whetzel Named 
PCM/HS Students of  the Month

Breena Bowers, Vivian Pownell and Aiden 
Whetzel have been named outstanding stu-
dents of the month for September at Pendleton 

County Middle/High School.
A senior from Franklin, Bowers is the Aca-

demic Student of the Month at PCHS. She is 

Ace Is the Place in Cats’ 
First Regional Victory

By Stephen Smoot

Pendleton County’s vol-

leyball team opened up the 
postseason last week in 
solid style, taking a work-
manlike attitude toward 

dispatching opponents in 
an effort to punch a ticket 
to Charleston later this 
month.

The West Virginia Sec-
ondary School Activities 
Commission changed its 
postseason arrangement, 
moving to a superregional 
tournament format instead 
of opening with sectional 
games. East Hardy as the 
one seed in Class A Re-
gion II hosted one portion 
while second seed Pend-
leton County welcomed 
opponents to Franklin to 
compete in its bracket.

A double elimination for-
mat means that the region-
als have two rounds, with 
the championship rounds 
coming this week.

Alyssa Bennett opened 
the first set with a serve 
that caromed off a Tygarts 
Valley Bulldog player and 
sailed out of bounds, es-
tablishing the tone of the 
contest. 

“Serving has been a pri-
ority for us,” explained 
Madison Day, head coach. 
She added that “it’s one of 
the few things in volleyball 
you can control.”
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Wildcat Harrier 
Runs at States

Callie Dunn competed in states at Cabell Midland High School. She 
finished 27th, ninth among 10th graders. Her time was 24.32.92.

Pendleton County Serves Up Hat 
Trick Against Rival Moorefield

By Stephen Smoot

Two years ago, Moorefield 
looked to wrap up a difficult 
season with a win over ad-
versarial rival Pendleton 
County. The Wildcats had 
grit, toughness, and deter-
mination, but that had not 
translated into a record 
that would get the team 
into the postseason.

For both teams, senior 
night in Moorefield rep-
resented the closest to a 
playoff atmosphere either 
team would see all year. 
The Wildcats silenced the 
crowd, overcame a moun-
tain of a lead in the fourth 
quarter, and stole a win 
that served as a “best mo-
ment” for many of their 
entire playing careers.

Last Friday night, the 
conditions returned. A 
chilly Halloween night at 
Yellow Jacket Field would 
watch another battle be-
tween heated rivals. This 

time, Pendleton County 
and their fourth place rank 
in Class A would be favored 
over the home team. Moore-

Braylon Willis surges through the middle of the Yellow Jacket 
defense.

A Pendleton County Program in the Making 
Dominates Potomac Valley Conference Meet

By Stephen Smoot

At the Potomac Valley 
Conference cheerleading 
championships, the Wildcats 
roared, as they did in 2024. 

This year, the team en-
joyed home court advantage 
with the competition taking 
place at Pendleton County 
Middle/High School. Both 
Division I, encompassing 
schools larger than Class A, 
and Division II, the Class 
A cheer squads, came to 
Franklin.

“I am so proud of them!” 
exclaimed Rebecca Miller. 
Her Wildcats took on Union, 
Tygarts Valley and claimed 
the crown. She stated that 
they performed at the “best 
they ever looked when they 
needed to be.” 

“They did everything their 
coaches asked them to do,” 
Miller added. “I cannot say 
enough good things.”

Miller praised her three 
seniors, who “are the lead-
ers of this team.” This role 

they understood well since 
no seniors competed on the 
team last year. Two of them, 
Jaiden Mitts and Katelyn 
McQuain, took home indi-
vidual all Potomac Valley 
Conference awards. Mc-
Kinley Hedrick helped to 
provide the leadership that 
kept the team at what Miller 
described as “peak perfor-
mance.”

At the meet, the team “ab-
solutely peaked. They didn’t 
have any deductions and the 
judges only had good things 
to say.” 

This year differed from last 
year in that half the total 
roster had gone to states last 
year. “There was a lot of pres-
sure last year,” explained 
Miller, who added that they 
felt the nerves of a team look-
ing to break a 21-year streak 
of not going to compete at 
state championship level 
competition. 

She noted that although 
some of the girls go their 
separate ways outside of 

the sport, they share a tight 
bond within the team. They 
help and support each other, 
which builds an atmosphere 
of family and contributes to 
making the squad more than 
the sum of their parts.

As the team builds on its 
success year after year and 
reloads instead of rebuilds, 
Miller’s vision has emerged. 
She shared that “it was my 
goal to build a program, my 
mission to build a successful 
cheer program.”

On Nov. 8, the girls make 
the three-hour trek to Lin-
coln High School to compete 
in cheer regionals. The top 
two squads will go on to 
Charleston in December to 
compete with other regional 
winners for a state title.

For the third year in a row, 
Miller took home Coach of 
the Year honors, but stressed 
that the award “would not be 
possible without the girls. 
This is just as much their 
award as mine.”

Conference champion Wildcat cheerleaders seek to collect more post season hardware at regionals.

Pendleton County Too Much 
For Prideful Paw Paw in 
Second Round Regional Action

By Stephen Smoot

The Wildcats’ trip to Paw 
Paw last month does not 
inspire a lot of positive 
memories, despite the win. 
Pugnacious Pirates pushed 
Pendleton County to the 
brink in nearly every set. 
The three to one victory did 
not fully reflect how well 
the home team played in 
that match as they tried to 
flip the script on the state 
tournament qualifiers dur-
ing the past three years.

“They’re good. They’re 
solid,” noted Madison Day, 
Wildcat head coach. “They 
deserve all the accolades 
they get.” Kinsley Price and Carolyn Varner elevate at the net while Emily 

Poling plays a supporting role behind them against Paw Paw.

Defenders converge on the ball during a regional win over Tygarts Valley.

Continued on Page 7
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Pendleton County Middle/High School September students of the month are, from left, Vivian Pownell, 
Breena Bowers and Aiden Whetzel.

UT Producers Collect Donations for PAWS

Upper Tract Producers 4-H club members held a pet supply donation drive to benefit Pendleton Animal 
Welfare Shelter. Members brought in cat and dog toys, food, kitty litter, and other various supplies for 
PAWS. Kristen Dingess and Lauren Hagman, representatives of PAWS, talked about the operations of 
their organization with the 4-H members. Pictured are, from left, Katie Keyser, Lydia Heavner, Lauren 
Hagman, Kristen Dingess, and Addie Rexrode. Submitted by Katie Keyser, club reporter. Four-H Members Share Pets with Manor Residents

The Upper Tract Producers 4-H Club had 12 members take their fluffy, feathery, and woolly friends 
with them to share with the Pendleton Manor residents for a pet show. The residents enjoyed visiting 
with the 4-H members and the different critters. Pictured are, from left, front row, Brielle Raines, Olivia 
Seymour and Jonah Seymour; middle row, Sean Waggy, Ezra Boner, Everett Boner, Easton Boner, 
Connor Raines, Madalyn Griffin and Hannah Schell; and back row, Emily Schell and Bella Hoover. 
Submitted by Katie Keyser, club reporter. Submitted by Katie Keyser, club reporter.
a member of the National Honor Society and 
the volleyball team. She is on the homecoming 
and prom committee and is vice president of 
the class of 2026. She has been recognized for 
her high SAT scores and being on the A-Honor 
Roll. She has received an academic letter and 
has read to Franklin Elementary School stu-
dents. She was also recently awarded Home-
coming Queen 2025. She has worked at the 
Korner Shop and Franklin Florist. Her plans 
are to go to college to pursue a career to help 
others in a positive way. She is the daughter 
of Rene Hinkle and Justin Bowers.

Pownell, a senior, is the James Huffman 
Responsible Student of the Month at PCHS. 
She is the daughter of Rick Pownell and Carrie 
Ruddle of Franklin. She is a member of Edu-
cators Rising, National Honor Society, choir, 
FFA, 4-H, and West Virginia Theater East. 

She was an Educator’s Rising state cham-
pion and national semi-finalist, author and 
illustrator of the K-3 Literature Contest. She 
was a member of the West Virginia 4-H state 
champion horticulture and poultry judging 
teams and was a 4-H Club Congress delegate. 
She volunteers for Energy Express. She plans 
to attend Eastern Community and Technical 
College and Concord to finish the Grow Your 
Own Program and become a kindergarten 
teacher, as well as write and illustrate chil-
dren’s books and art.

Whetzel, an eighth grader, is the Pendleton 
County Middle School Student of the Month. 
He is the son of Jared and Bethany Whetzel 
of Franklin. What he enjoys most about school 
is participating in sports with his friends. His 
hobbies outside of school are sports-based, and 
his future goal is to play a collegiate sport.
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Pendleton Vs. Moorefield
Continued From Page 6 Continued From Page 6
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field won a single solitary game so far this 
season, which was a huge triumph over 
Tucker County.

How would the spirits and ghosts of 
Moorefield games past affect the relentless 
drive of the 2025 Wildcats as they faced a 
highly motivated and deceptively talented 
Moorefield Yellow Jackets team?

The first quarter showed the level of 
fight in both teams with each squad prob-
ably amped up too much. Both sides strug-
gled to hold onto the ball. The Wildcats 
would see turnovers end drives quickly, 
while the Yellow Jackets would hold onto 
the ball far longer before turning it over.

The Yellow Jackets probed the Wildcat 
defense often with the run early. At the 
2:34 mark in the first quarter, on third 
and six, they crossed the goal line first. 
With the kick successful, Moorefield took 
an early 7-0 lead.

For those whose favorite play in foot-
ball is the onside kick, this game would 
have been highly entertaining. Moorefield 
threatens an onside kick at every opportu-
nity. They will line up in a bunch forma-
tion behind the ball and will softly boot 
the ball directly forward, anticipating that 
the receiving team will feel intimidated by 
11 screaming football players converging 
quickly on the ball.

If they do not onside kick, then they 
will shift into a traditional kickoff, and 
either kick it deep or execute an onside 
kick. Pendleton County, when receiving, 
executed their own set of shifts to get the 
right personnel in the right place.

Zac Smith, Pendleton County head 
coach, and his assistants worked the vari-
ous kickoff options, as well as a package of 
different plays and defensive formations, 
into the game.

Moorefield tried to cap off their score 
with an onside kick, but the Wildcats 
came up with the ball. On third down, 
quarterback Colton Roberson rolled right, 
then tucked the ball under his arm and 
streaked for the sticks. 

At first, officials called him inches shy of 
a first down. Then, to the intense displeas-
ure of the home side, the call was reversed, 
recognizing that the Wildcats had picked 
up a first down. A personal foul by the Yel-
low Jackets on a subsequent play pushed 
Pendleton County closer. Though they got 
second and goal at the seven, a holding 
call pushed the Wildcats back to the 15.

The call was of little consequence as 
Roberson’s pass found Cameron Wyatt’s 
hands, letting him take the ball in for a 
touchdown. Kam Redman’s kick tied the 
contest at seven.

Pendleton County then mimicked 
Moorefield’s onside kick routine and suc-
cessfully popped one up that landed in 
the control of Chase Owens. Typical of 
the first half of the game, as soon as the 
Wildcats seemed to find a rhythm, hard 
luck dealt a blow. 

With first and 10 at midfield, a Rober-
son pass caromed off a receiver’s hands 
at an odd angle. A Moorefield defensive 
back wound up with the ball deflected 
right at him and did not fail to secure the 
interception.

The Yellow Jackets took the ball to the 
Wildcat 46 and opened up shop there. A 
personal foul called on them pushed the 
team back to their own 36-yard line. Four 
plays later, they launched a punt that 
drove the Wildcats back to their own 27.

Pushed back to the 14 by a penalty call, 
Roberson on second and 24 faked a short 
pass to Owens and delivered a midrange 
ball to Britton Lough over the middle, 
who worked his way to the team’s own 34.  
Facing third and four, Roberson drew the 
defense offside with a hard call and picked 
up a first down. 

At midfield on third and three, Roberson 
again showed the Yellow Jackets a short 
fake, then fired the ball downfield to Ow-
ens, who took the ball to the Moorefield 
30. Five plays later, with 3:33 left in the 
second quarter, Roberson flipped a pass 
to Travis Owens for a Wildcat touchdown. 
The kick was no good and the score was 
set at 13-7.

Moorefield, fueled by flags, quickly got 
back up the field into Wildcat territory. 
On first and 10 at the visiting team’s 36, 
Wyatt shut down a sweep left with a mas-
sive hit. On the very next play, Moorefield 
ran a sweep again, but the running back 
lofted a pass over the aggressive Wildcat 
defense, hit a target, scored a touchdown, 
and with the kick, regained the lead 14-13.

Pendleton County received the kickoff 
at the 2:35 mark. They took over at the 
Moorefield 47. Roberson arced a pass 

deep over the middle that allowed Travis 
Owens to sprint under it, then continue 
on to a touchdown. Redman’s kick made 
the score 20-14. 

Though the Wildcats did not attempt 
an onside kick, the Moorefield player to 
whom it went extended high in the air 
to catch, but muffed the play. Pendleton 
County pounced at the Moorefield 26 and 
took over there at the 2:26 mark.

A bubble screen to Travis Owens on the 
right sideline went to the 17. Next, Rober-
son hit Chase Owens and moved the team 
to the 10. From there, the quarterback 
faked a handoff and wove his way through 
defenders to grab another score. The kick 
set the score at 27-14.

Regardless of record, the Yellow Jackets 
play with pride. Despite the disastrous 
turn of events, they took the kickoff to 
field goal range and missed with no time 
remaining in the first half.

Moorefield kicked off, booting an onside 
kick off of a Wildcat player and taking 
over to start the half.  Three plays into 
the drive, a big Wildcat hit dislodged the 
ball, allowing the defense to gather up 
the fumble. Roberson with first and 10 at 
midfield found a crease and ran through 
it to the home team 30.

Two plays later with 9:13 left in the 
third, Roberson ran right. As he crossed 
the line of scrimmage and drew the de-
fense, he pitched the ball outside to Chase 
Owens, who pushed up the right sideline 
13 yards to the Yellow Jacket 14.

It allowed all there a sighting of the now 
endangered and nearly extinct, but once 
flourishing, quarterback option play.

On second and five, Roberson threw 
left and hit Wyatt at the goal line for a 
touchdown. The kick by Redman made 
the score 34-14.

The specter of two straight years of 
double overtime improbable comebacks 
prevented anyone from thinking the game 
over.  Coach Smith dialed up an onside 
kick to try and keep momentum in the 
hands of his offense, but the Yellow Jack-
ets got the ball at midfield. 

Their run oriented offense ground out 32 
yards on 10 plays, erasing seven minutes 
off the clock. The Wildcats stood strong at 
their own 24, shutting down the offense 
on fourth down and taking the ball back. 
Moorefield’s defense held and forced a 
punt with 10:38 left in the game.

Despite the one win record, Moorefield 
brought in talented runners, an aggressive 
defense, and a decent offensive line. They 
had the talent to sting the Wildcats and 
did so early in the final quarter. 

A Wyatt punt to midfield set up Moore-
field with 10:30 left. The first play broke 
into the open field and looked to be going 
far, but Albert Ramos-Rivera sprinted in 
and rolled the runner to the turf, perhaps 
preventing a touchdown.

That touchdown came three minutes 
later, but Ramos-Rivera’s big play meant 
that Moorefield had to spend precious time 
to get it as the game wound down. Pendle-
ton County expected the onside kick, but 
the attempt bounced off a Yellow Jacket 
too early, giving the Wildcats possession 
with 7:26 left in the game.

One side would look at that and say 
“plenty of time.” Those on the west side 
of the field thought “way too much time.”

The difference between a good team and 
a great team lies in the shifting of the 
gears. Great teams can find that higher 
gear at the right moment, elevating their 
performance to shut down the other side’s 
chances and even hope.

Pendleton County’s offensive line set 
its face to the opposing side, knowing 
that it and the skilled players who relied 
on them simply needed to do one of two 
things, either run out the clock, or score. 
The Wildcat offensive line forgot about 
“either” and aspired to do both. 

Braylon Willis and Roberson relent-
lessly ran at and attacked holes made 
by the Wildcat linemen. Six yards here, 
three yards there, steadily closing in on 
the goal line while chomping on the clock. 
With just under two minutes left, Willis 
rewarded the line by cutting through a 
hole, running six yards, and putting an 
exclamation point on the conclusion of it. 

Coach Smith gave “credit to Moorefield” 
who battled the whole game without quit. 
He also praised his kicker Redman who 
connected on most of his attempts of the 
day.

“After the team finally settled in in the 
second quarter,” Smith stated, “we defi-
nitely played well, I’m really proud.”

Volleyball First Regional Win
That especially serves as the case when 

Chesnee Colaw steps behind the line. She 
served second against Tygarts Valley. Out 
of 11 serves, eight drew an ace. Colaw 
approaches serving like Orel Hershiser 
did pitching for the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers. Calm, cool, collected, but with the 
precision of a surgeon, Colaw fires serves 
for both placement and speed while also 
sometimes working in curving motions.

When Colaw completed her service, the 
Wildcats had assumed a commanding 
13-2 advantage. Not long after, Callie 
Judy stepped forward to serve with the 
score 16-3.

At that point, set one developed into a 
clinic. Judy, as she often did in last year’s 
state tournament, sliced and diced the de-
fense with effective serving. Defenders fed 
sets to Brynlynn Waggy who dominated 
play at the net, alternating vicious spikes 
with soft directed taps.

Set one closed with a 25-4 score. 
The Bulldogs started off serving in set 

two, but lost it quickly as Kinsley Price 
fired the ball back for the first score of 
the set. Price later took over the serve 
with her team up 4-1 and promptly scored 
an ace. 

In many sports, the players who escape 
mention are the ones working the hardest 
to make big plays. Like a football offensive 
line, the middle and back row players in 
volleyball have to grind on every play. 
Colaw, Breena Bowers, Clara Raines, 
Carolyn Varner, and others did well all 
night tracking down balls and setting up 
teammates for scoring plays.

Front line players got into the act, self-
lessly setting each other up as well.

With the score 5-3, Waggy fielded a 
shot and pushed the ball to Varner, who 
returned the set for Waggy to spike it to 
the back row. Later, Judy set up Bennett 
for a precise shot to the left sideline for 
an 8-4 lead.

Bowers took the serve with the Wild-
cats up 12-6 and scored three straight 
aces. That was followed by Judy setting 
up Price for a spike. The set ended on 
five aces in seven plays by Bennett and 
Colaw, who closed the set with an ace and 
a 25-7 score.

The Wildcats served first in the final 
set, but it went errant and gave the Bull-
dogs their first lead of the game. That 
quickly evaporated as they served into the 
net. On the next play, Varner delivered a 
set to Colbie Wimer at the far left of the 
net where she fired a hard spike.

Wimer has honed her own style of spik-
ing from that side of the net, angling it 
all the way across the court to the right 
sideline.

Varner got into the spiking when she de-
livered one to give the Wildcats a 6-1 lead. 
Not long after, Tia Heavner displayed her 
serving skill by scoring her own ace for an 
11-2 advantage. 

A few plays later, Emily Poling fielded 
a serve, popping the ball to Varner who 
then set up Wimer for another spike.

Toward the end of the set, Bowers 
moved the ball to Phoebe Pownell, who 
got the ball to Heavner for a shot to the 
middle of the defense and a 23-7 lead. 
Laney Bowers, who worked capably at 
the net when in, scored the winning play 
of the set and the game, 25-7. 

By virtue of dispatching Pocahontas 
County in the game after Pendleton 
County’s victory over Tygarts Valley, they 
took on the Wildcats again.

In the matchup in Morgan County, the 
Pirates established leads at the outset, 
forcing the Wildcats to keep their claws 
out and use them to inch back into the 
game, then take the lead as the sets came 
to a close. 

Pendleton County had no intention of 
allowing that kind of advantage this time.

Alyssa Bennett took the opening serve. 
When the Pirates fired the ball back, she 
set up Carolyn Varner for a tap to the 
middle for the initial score. Bennett’s ace 
made that 2-0. The Wildcats quickly raced 
out to a 9-1 advantage. Three consecutive 
aces by Chesnee Colaw fueled the run.

Phoebe Pownell nearly repeated the feat 
with two of her own later on to put the 
score at 14-5, picking up a third not long 
after. Colbie Wimer’s spike moved the lead 
to 16-5. Two plays later, Colaw fielded a 
shot, moved the ball to Pownell, who set 
up Wimer for yet another spike.

Paw Paw started to settle in. They play 
consistently well on defense, making few 
errors. With the exception of two quite 
capable players who can elevate and 
power the ball down into the defense, 
the Pirates play a dink and dunk, “hit it 
where they ain’t” kind of offense. From 
the middle of the first set on, they proved 
resilient against the net power of Pendle-
ton County.

But Pendleton County had adjusted to 
Paw Paw’s strengths as well, fielding the 
Pirate spike attempts better than in the 
first match. This resulted in countless 
lengthy volleys in which each side resorted 
to probing for weaknesses rather than 
overpowering the opponent.

The Wildcats advantage lay in having a 
deep bench with experienced players that 
Day could endlessly run in and out, creat-
ing matchups and keeping her team fresh. 
Paw Paw plays ironman volleyball. Who 
one sees on the court at the opening of the 
set is usually the same the entire game. 

Set one ended in a 25-11 win for the 
Wildcats, who then proceeded to open up 
a 7-0 advantage, seemingly on the way to 
another easy set.

An odd dynamic with Paw Paw lies in 
the fact that as their chances to win de-
crease, the team plays better. They appear 
loosest and seem to have the most fun as 
victory recedes further from reach. They 
proved it by going on an eight to five run 
that brought them within three of the 
home team.

Pendleton County tried to stave off the 
closing Pirates, keeping a three-point lead, 
but then seeing two straight Paw Paw 
points to set the score at 14-12. Kinsley 
Price responded with a spike that gave 
a bit more room to breathe for the home 
squad.

Paw Paw scored two more, cutting the 
lead to a single point. The Wildcats scored 
on a bad serve, then Price delivered an 
ace to push the lead out to 17-15. Then, 
a collision of Wildcats trying to make a 
hustle play gave Paw Paw the point and 
the serve.

Pirate efficiency had started to erode the 
focus of the home team, leading to more at-

tempts to make the big play to shut down 
the seemingly endless volleys. 

Paw Paw could come no closer, though. A 
Price spike late in the set put the team up 
23-18. It should be noted that Laney Bow-
ers continued to man the left side of the 
net effectively. As sports journalists often 
say, she played within herself. That meant 
keeping the ball in play without risking 
mistakes attempting a killing strike, the 
best strategy for her with Paw Paw play-
ing very efficiently defending their floor.

Bennett opened the set by helping her 
team score first. She ended it with an ace 
and a score of 25-20.

As they did at home, Paw Paw turned 
up the intensity in set three. They poured 
all of their pride and what they physically 
had left into winning one set. At home, 
they did triumph in the next to last set, 
leaving their fans screaming in support. 
They tried to pull off the same feat in 
Franklin.

The Pirates swiped the opening two 
points of the set, but Carolyn Varner set 
up a Bowers spike that cut the lead in half. 
A Colaw ace tied the set, then a Varner 
set of a Wimer spike put the Wildcats in 
front briefly. Not long after, Paw Paw 
moved back into the lead, 6-5. A hard 
Brynlynn Waggy spike knotted the game 
at five. Next came an ace from Wimer to 
take the lead.

Paw Paw scored three in a row to retake 
the advantage.

Once again, credit the middle and back 
row players. They adjusted to Paw Paw’s 
assault on their middle and started getting 
to holes found by the Pirates previously. 
Breena Bowers and Colaw in particular 
dove to the hard floor repeatedly to keep 
plays going.

Down 9-7, the Wildcats found that high-
er gear and shifted into it. Waggy tapped a 
ball to the middle to close the lead to one. 
Next, Breena Bowers tied the set with an 
ace. Paw Paw responded and retook the 
lead, but a big spike from Bennett tied it 
up again. Next, Bennett served an ace that 
put her team on top for good.

Clara Raines fielded a hit, got the ball 
over to Varner, who set up a Price spike. 
Bennett followed that with an ace that set 
the score at 13-10. Sensing trouble, Paw 
Paw called timeout. Then Bennett fired 
a sidewinder serve that nicked the left 
sideline and put the team up 14-10.

But the ironman Pirates had finally suc-
cumbed to just enough fatigue that they 
could not contain the surging Wildcats. 
Aces that had been few and far between 
since the start of the opening set now 
came in bunches. Colaw served five times 
late, only two came back from the defense. 
Waggy also played big on the front line in 
the closing action of the last set.

Pendleton County outscored Paw Paw 18 
to five after finding themselves down 9-7. 
The last two points came from Waggy and 
Bennett spikes, ending the match at 25-15.

Losing bracket teams, Tygarts Valley, 
Pocahontas and Paw Paw, played on 
Monday. Paw Paw returned Wednesday 
to Franklin to take on the by-then-well-
rested Wildcats.

A victory sent Pendleton County to 
Charleston. A loss meant another match 
to determine who advanced to states.

Volleyball Second Regional Win

GMH Improves Medication Safety
WVU Medicine Grant Memorial Hospital 

recently completed the installation of the 
Omnicell medication storage and dispensing 
system. According to Brent Harman, phar-
macy manager at GMH, a total of 10 systems 
were installed throughout the hospital.

The implementation of this advanced 
technology has already resulted in several 
key benefits, including improved medica-

tion safety, increased availability of a wider 
range of medications after pharmacy hours, 
and alignment with the medication manage-
ment systems used across all WVU Medicine 
hospitals.

This upgrade represents a significant step 
forward in ensuring consistent, efficient, 
and safe medication dispensing for patients 
at GMH.
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*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

•Expressing gratitude can improve your mood.
•Showing gratitude can make you more optimistic.
•Sharing gratitude can improve social bonds.
•Practicing gratitude can improve your physical health.

is the quality of being thankful and 
showing appreciation for what we have. At
a time when many of us are struggling
to adapt to a new normal, practicing
gratitude is more important than ever.

National Guard Emergency Food Distribution Provides 
Needed Bridge as Food Stamp Program Sets to Resume

By Stephen Smoot

As October ended and November began, millions of Americans 
depending on food stamps, also known as the SNAP program, 
seemed to face a near future with little or no food.

For decades, the United States Congress has failed to pass a 
budget according to established legal processes. “Regular order” 
requires the House of Representatives to assemble 15 budget bills, 
each containing funding orders for a number of related purposes. 
Congress has months in which to create these bills and give each 
chamber an opportunity to weigh in prior to passage. 

Unable to perform this function, Congress has resorted to 
“stopgap” funding bills. These arrive quickly, receive no debate, 
and are pushed hard at the last minute. During particularly in-
tense political battles, these get weaponized to attack the other 
side. This fall, the shutdown has affected military pay and now 
food stamps.

Republicans favor a “clean” bill that funds the government 
until the next stopgap bill is needed. Democrats wish to keep in 
place programs that use budget moves in certain states to provide 
Medicaid to illegal aliens. They also wish to keep subsidies of 
selected Obamacare insurance packages in place that date back 
to the pandemic years and remain one of the few remaining sup-
ports for the once-touted health care reform act.

Food stamp payments halted on Nov. 1 with federal judges 
stepping in to order the Trump Administration to resume pay-
ments. President Donald Trump responded by stating online “I 
do not want Americans to go hungry” and publicly requested 
judicial guidance to resume the payments legally, saying, “if we 
are given the appropriate legal direction by the court, it will BE 
MY HONOR to provide the funding.”

In question is contingency funding set aside for the program. 
The United States Department of Agriculture has a reserve of 
$5.25 billion it can tap, but the need could top $8.5 billion.

Judge John J. McConnell, who issued the order, replied that 
“the court greatly appreciates the president’s quick and defini-
tive response to this court’s order and his desire to provide the 
necessary SNAP funding.”

United States Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent stated 
that SNAP payments will likely resume by Nov. 5 with the 
USDA requested to immediately provide a plan of action. The 

court order states that payments must resume by the end of day 
Wednesday, Nov. 5.

Fears of a cutoff of benefits sparked a response from West Vir-
ginia Governor Patrick Morrisey. His administration had moved 
previously to mitigate impacts of the shutdown by assigning state 
workers to help keep national parks within the state operational.

On Oct. 28, Morrisey announced that the state could provide 
$13 million toward helping West Virginia residents obtain food if 
needed. He requested a match of donations from individuals and 
organizations statewide.

He stated last week that “we’re not going to let our people go 
hungry. West Virginians take care of our neighbors. It’s times 
like these that we need to come together as Team West Virginia 
to help those in need.”

By the 31st, more than $8 million in assistance had come from 
the state to support food banks. 
The next day, speculation that 
the program would halt in-
definitely became fact as more 
than 270,000 people in West 
Virginia did not receive their 
food stamps.

Morrissey also activated the 
West Virginia National Guard 
to distribute food at key points 

in the state.
“We stand ready to support our state partner agencies, local 

food banks and non-profit organizations with critical logistical 
support to keep food on the table for West Virginia families,” West 
Virginia National Guard Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Jim Seward 
was quoted in a release as saying. “Point us at a task, no matter 
how small or difficult and our soldiers and airmen can get it done.”

On Sunday, the National Guard did get the job done in Franklin 
as part of Operation Feeding Families. More than 230 soldiers 
across the Mountain State participated in the operation. 

They worked with the Pendleton County Office of Emergency 
Management to use social media to spread word about food dis-
tribution. With the rush into action, delays occurred and trucks 
intended to arrive at the community building at 10 a.m. did not 
make it until about two o’ clock in the afternoon and remained 
in place until 4 p.m.

After conclusion of the operation, the OEM announced that 
145 boxes of food made it into the hands of those who needed 
it. Also, the Facebook page shared “thank you to the National 
Guard personnel.”

Beyond the National Guard’s efforts, emergency services per-
sonnel worked to help make sure that food went to those who 
needed it most. Dr. King Seegar lauded their efforts to help the 
most vulnerable in the area.

A large amount of food did not get handed out in Franklin, so 
emergency management personnel took it to different locations 
in the county. 

 Pendleton County’s OEM on Facebook stated, “Our National 
Guard undertakes many difficult tasks in service to our entire 
state. Please understand that the logistics of this task, on short 
notice, is huge. Thank you WFVANG!”

The WVANG carried out a remarkable food distribution operation 
on a very short notice. Photo courtesy of Pendleton County Office of 
Emergency Management.

on Nov. 4.
LUCAS will provide services in Franklin at 

Pendleton Community Care on Dec. 2 and 3 
this year. In 2026, services will be provided 
in Thomas on April 23, Parsons on April 24, 
Franklin on June 4 and 5 and again on Dec. 
2 and 3, and Petersburg on June 6 and 7.

The story of Bonnie’s Bus opens with that 
of Bonnie Wells Wilson. Her story, unfor-
tunately, is shared by all too many men 
and women alike in different areas of West 
Virginia. Often, enjoying the benefits of a 
rural lifestyle comes with the sacrifice of long 
distances to needed services.

Because Wilson had difficulty in accessing 
preventative screenings that could have di-
agnosed her in time, she passed from breast 
cancer. Her daughter, Jo Statler, and son-in-
law, Ben, worked to make sure that Bonnie 
Wells’ story would not be repeated as often 
going forward.

In 2009, the Statler family donated funds 
to establish Bonnie’s Bus. As WVU Medicine 
shared online, “The bus provides mammo-
grams to individuals who fall within screen-
ing guidelines in a comfortable, convenient 
environment.” Those with private insurance, 
Medicaid, or Medicare can access screening.

So too can those who participate in the 
West Virginia Breast and Cervical Cancer 
screening program. This program, operated 
by the West Virginia Department of Health, 
“helps low-income, uninsured or underin-
sured women gain access to breast and cervi-
cal cancer screening services.” 

“Uninsured patients who are age 40 and 
older can receive a screening mammogram 

on the bus through the generosity of grant 
funding and donations,” stated the WVU 
Medicine website on the mobile facility.

Said Hannah Hazard-Jenkins, M.D., direc-
tor of the WVU Cancer Institute, Jean and 
Laurence DeLynn chair of Oncology, and 
associate professor of surgery at the WVU 
School of Medicine, at a recent Bonnie’s 
Bus fundraising event, “I have the distinct 
honor of witnessing the tremendous work of 
Bonnie’s Bus from two vantage points — as 
the director of the WVU Cancer Institute, I 
see the profound impact Bonnie’s Bus has 
on raising awareness, educating about early 
detection, and meeting our goal of providing 
lifesaving care to some of the more remote 
places in our state. 

“But additionally, I am witness to the 
lifesaving work of Bonnie’s Bus as I treat 
women who have been diagnosed as a result 
of screening mammograms done on the unit.” 

In 17 years of operation, Bonnie’s Bus has 
provided more than 33,000 screenings and 
diagnosed approximately 200 cases of cancer. 
As in most cancers, early detection serves as 
the most important factor in overcoming the 
disease and recovering.

Bonnie’s Bus staff work to get the facility 
on the road regularly to visit remote and 
rural areas of the state with underserved 
populations. In 2024, it traveled 26,420 miles 
to 46 counties, screened 4,404 patients, and 
provided approximately $48,000 in mam-
mograms and also LUCAS lung screenings.

Plans are also underway to launch Bon-
nie’s Bus Two to cover more communities 
and needs, hopefully next year.

Bonnie’s Bus and LUCAS

Continued From Page 1
Chesapeak Bay Foundation
mandates, West Virginia’s success would seem 
to be a vital factor in returning populations of 
wildlife in the bay to more sustainable levels.

The new agreement looks ahead to a major 
reassessment milestone, stating that “in 2040, 
the partnership will come together to formally 
assess our progress and amend this agreement 
to ensure work reflects our shared vision.”

As the program looks to 2040, it will seek to 
expand some of the mandates and standards 
that govern the amount of “load” of pollutants 
that the watershed can carry to the bay.

The program lists in both the 2014 and 2025 
drafts a number of principles that will guide its 
activities. Most of them cover the same ground 
and some build upon ideas stated earlier. For 
example, in 2014 the program sought to explore 
the use of social science techniques to assist 
with implementation and community reaction.

The 2025 document shares that the program 
will integrate social science into administra-
tion, outreach, and implementation. In general, 
the principles are drawn from three categories: 
science (including social), working with chang-
ing environment, social, and government condi-
tions to promote restoration and conservation, 
and partnerships.

An odd addition to the draft agreement 
states that it will “include tribal nations in the 
partnership in a manner that appropriately 
considers their unique status as independent 
sovereign nations and as original stewards of 
the land” without defining precisely what that 
means under law. It could potentially open the 
door to vague legal issues involving American 
Indian nations outside of the lands currently 
reserved for their use.

Goals and outcomes form the next section 
of the draft. The first of the four addresses 
“thriving habitat, fisheries, and wildlife.” Un-
der the overall stated goal of “protect, restore 
and sustain fisheries and wildlife, as well as 
the network of land and water habitats they 
depend on,” the draft lists desired outcomes 
for a number of different important species in 
both the bay and the watershed.

In 2014, the desired outcome for blue crab 
lay in keeping “a sustainable blue crab popu-
lation based on the current 2012 target of 215 
million adult females.” This year and moving 
forward, the abundance and harvest rate de-
sired outcomes will come from “the most recent 
benchmark status assessment.”

An outcome aimed more at West Virginia and 
other mountain areas with cold water streams 
more than the bay focuses on brook trout. The 
Mountain State’s official state fish has seen 
its habitat and numbers expand in the South 
Branch Valley and other areas.

Fish habitats in tidal and non-tidal streams 
have specific benchmarks to meet. The agree-
ment calls for improvement of “270 miles of 
waters impaired by acid mine damage,” to “re-
store passage and connectivity to at least 150 
miles of aquatic habitat every two years,” and 
“improve the health and the ecological integrity 
of at least an additional 4,340 (approximately 
three percent) nontidal stream miles every six 
years.”

Other outcomes focused on oyster popula-
tions, submerged aquatic vegetation in salt 
water, and to “restore or create at least 3,000 
acres and enhance 15,000 acres” of both tidal 
and nontidal wetlands by 2040.

Another major goal could affect municipal 
and public service district wastewater facilities 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay region. That 
lies in “reducing excess nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and sediment.”

Frank Wehrle, Town of Franklin administra-
tor, in recent years has warned residents and 
elected officials alike that new phosphorus 
targets would eventually come from the federal 
government. He and Town of Franklin officials 
have worked to upgrade Franklin’s wastewater 
treatment plant to meet or exceed expected 
standards before the new mandates come into 
enforcement.

Officials expect the needed upgrades to 
be costly. Town officials have worked with 
Thrasher to come up with a plan that meets 
town needs and can attract funding. Some state 
sources, however, mandate that those utilities 
getting help raise rates on customers as part 
of the deal. 

A major problem facing a municipality like 
Franklin is this. The town must upgrade its 
sewage facility to meet future standards, but 
they will have difficulty planning for 2040 
standards that will not even be created until 
2030. 

According to the 2025 Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Agreement, “those water quality 
standards support living resources and pro-
tect human health, as required by the Clean 
Water Act.

By 2030, interim water quality planning tar-
gets must be met through “implementation of  . 
. . two-year milestone commitments and other 
innovative strategies to achieve and maintain 
reduced levels of nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
sediment.”

In 2030, federal officials will “revise the 
planning targets approved  . . . for nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment incorporating the 
latest watershed modeling” and also “develop 
new or amended Watershed Implementation 
Plans to meet the updated targets by 2040.” In 
general, the goal is to “maintain or exceed the 
rate of improvement” seen in the years between 
1985 and 2022.

An area in which West Virginia already 
contributes to good outcomes lies in healthy 
forests and landscape outcomes. The agreement 
foresees “a net gain in forests over the long-
term by reducing the rate of forest conversion 
to other land uses by 33 percent” and “planting, 
maintaining, and managing 202,000 acres of 
new forests by 2040.

For many years, the Mountain State has seen 
trees reproducing at twice the rate of cutting 
and natural death, even as blights laid waste 
to entire species of trees in parts of eastern 
West Virginia. It currently ranks as one of the 
most forested states in the union at just under 
80 percent forest coverage.

Other outcomes and goals focused on com-
munity relations and similar themes.
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CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

Military Service Word Search

November’s Full Moon is tra-
ditionally called the Beaver 
Moon.

Why this name? In the colo-
nial era, this was the month to 
set one’s beaver traps before 
the swamps froze and beavers retired to their 
lodges, to ensure a supply of warm winter furs.

November’s Full Beaver Moon orbits closer 
to Earth than any of the other full moons this 
year, making it one of the three Supermoons 
of 2025! At its nearest point, the Beaver Moon 
will be 221,817 miles from Earth… this is the 
closest Supermoon of the year!

The Full Beaver Supermoon reached peak il-
lumination on Nov. 5.

WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  b y 
t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways through the 
Bid Express Bidding 
Service  (www.bidx.
com) and by sealed 
proposals (only when 
p r e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s 
waived) being received 
at its office in Building 
5 ,  R o o m  8 4 3 ,  1 9 0 0 
Kanawha Boulevard 
E a s t ,  C h a r l e s t o n , 
West  Virginia unti l 
N ove m b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 
at 10:00 AM (Eastern 
Standard Time). The 
bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read 
publicly thereafter for 
the construction of the 
following project(s):

Call 028
Contract 2025870016
State Project
 R387-REIM-26 00
Federal Project
Description
GUARDRAIL
D7 2026 REIMBURSABLE
GUARDRAIL
DISTRICTWIDE
COUNTY: 

P r o p o s a l s  w i l l 
b e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
prequalified and West 
V i r g i n i a  l i c e n s e d 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid 
Projects a contractor's 
license is not required 
at time of bid, but will 
be  required  before 
w o r k  c a n  b e g i n . 
Registration is required 
with the Department 
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Division of Purchasing, 
in  accordance with 

Chapter 5A, Article 3, 
Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All con-
tractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically 
with their bid a Proposal 
Guaranty  Bond for 
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, 
whichever is greater.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways reserves the 
right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for 
receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for 
any project designated 
in this advertisement, 
without the necessity 
o f  r e n e w i n g  s u c h 
advertisement .  The 
d e f e r m e n t ,  d e l a y , 
postponement, and the 
date that proposals will 
be will received and 
publicly opened will be 
available on www.bidx.
com.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will 
affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered 
into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 

Full Beaver Moon...

— The Old Farmer’s Almanac

FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

WANTED
* P A I N T I N G *               
35 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
e tc .  Cal l  Ronnie 
Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.   2/6-11/6p

FOR SALE
LIKE NEW solid oak 
bedroom set–queen 
bed, 65” dresser with 
mirror ,  5-drawer 
chest, 2 night stands, 
Acorn style. 304-567-
3596.            10-30-2c 
S E A S O N E D  O R 
g r e e n  f i r e w o o d ,      
Toyota stacked bed 
level ,  $100.  May 
charge $20 more for 
gas. 304-703-0248.
                       10-30-2c
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration 
of the following estates 
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, 100 S. Main 
Street, P. O. Box ll67, 
Franklin, West Virginia 
26807.  The names of the 
personal representatives 
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All persons on whom 
this notice is served who 
have objections that 
challenge the validity 
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal 
representative, venue, or 
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required 
to file their objections 
with this Commission 
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF THE NOTICE, 
whichever is later.

All creditors of the 
decedent(s) and other 

persons having claims 
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must 
file their claims with 
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. 

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is November 6, 2025.  
Deadline for claims is 
January 5, 2026.
                                                                                 
Justin D. Bowers Estate 
– Beth Veach & Amy Har-
ris, Co-Executrixes;
Taylar Lee Bowers Es-
tate – Beth Veach & Amy 
Harris, Co-Executrixes;
Patricia Swecker Estate 
– Richard Swecker, Ad-
ministrator;
Kenneth Lee Hedrick 
Estate – Charles F. Hed-
rick, Administrator;
Morgan Lee Hedrick 
Estate – Charles F. Hed-
rick, Administrator.

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on October 
31, 2025.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           11-6-2c

Utilities Are Required to File
Notification Plans with PSC

The Public Service Commission is in 
the process of having all utilities file 
plans with the commission on how they 
will notify customers about outages in 
service.

Utilities across the state have 
been given a 30-day deadline to file 
those plans with the Public Service 
Commission.

The Legislature passed a bill this 
year to require each utility to tell 
the commission how it will alert its 
customers in cases of planned or 
unplanned outages. The bill was signed 
into law by Governor Morrisey on April 
29.

Utility companies must tell how 
exactly they are going to let customers 
know of these planned and unplanned 
events.

Furthermore, they must tell what they 
intend to include in these messages, 
what content and terms they will use.

They must also estimate the duration 
and end of the outage.

In that order, the Public Service 
Commission required all cable and 

bids in response to 
this invitation and will 
not be discriminated 
against on the grounds 
of race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin 
in consideration for an 
award.                       10-30-2c

nonmotor carrier utilities to have a 
process in place to notify customers 
about outages. The commission 
requested that the notifications must 
be made by email or text.

The commission also required those 
utilities to update their customer lists.

The new law expands on what the 
commission ordered to include all 
utilities and requires more detailed 
plans.

The loss of utility services of any 
type is a troubling event. And this is 
particularly true in a mountainous 
and forested state like West Virginia. 
There are a great deal of outages 
caused by storms, animals, and even 
human error.

It is frustrating to be at the end of the 
utility line and to be left completely in 
the dark, so to speak, about when the 
lights are going to come back on.

This new law resulted from a severe 
service interruption that involved two 
utilities on Charleston’s West Side. 
Hundreds of customers for a time 
were without two vital utility services.

The Public Service Commission is 
trying very much in this to get ahead 
of those problems and be prepared in 
the future.

The plans are available for review 
on the commission’s website.
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FRANKLIN - 3 BR 3 BA renovated mobile home on 4.9 acres. $215.000.

FRANKLIN - TREASURE MTN ESTATES - 3 BR, 2 BA loft home on 
41.26 acs with orchard and small pond. $489,000. WVPT2000976

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 1.5 BA, Log siding home on 2 +/- ac, 2 car garage, new 
well and hot water heater, additional acreage available. WVPT2000872. 
$315,000.

BRANDYWINE - 1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-
tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000. 

SMOKE HOLE - WVGT2000894 $975,000 $899,000; 13.93 +/- ac., 2 
Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds. 

Under Contract

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982; Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

61 Chestnut St., Franklin, WV 26807

PCMHS Cafeteria
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Menu: Roast Turkey, Stuffing,
               Mashed Potatoes/Gravy,
               Green Beans, Rolls, Desserts

Adults - $13 Children (10 and under) - $10
Veterans eat for FREE

Sponsored by PCMHS Travel Club

Annual

To Reserve Tickets: Contact a Travel Club Member or
Mrs. Cook (Lesley.cook@k12.wv.us),

Mrs. Amy Kisamore (amy.kisamore@k12.wv.us)
Mrs. Heavner (janice.heavner@k12.wv.us) or

Mrs. Rollins (elizabeth.rollins@k12.wvus)

Mark Your Calendars

Turkey Dinner

   Monday, November 10

Dine In or

Carry Out

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AWD “HYBRID,” ldd w/options, charcoal 52K miles, like new, over 35mpg .. SPECIAL $27,900 $25,900
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles ................$19,900
2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUV,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp ...........................................................$24,900
2020 CADILLAC XT4 SPORT AWD, 2.0 liter, auto., ldd., pearl white, only 58K miles ............................ SPECIAL $29,500 $27,500
2019 FORD TAURUS AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 V-6, auto, ldd, maroon, 143K miles ..........................................$8,995
2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT, 3.6 liter V-6, auto., ldd., gray, 89K miles ....................................................................$13,900
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 131K miles ....................................... SPECIAL $17,900 $15,900
2018 SUBARU IMPREZA AWD WAGON, 4-cyl., 5-spd., ldd., maroon, 125K miles ........................................... FOR ONLY $12,900
2017 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 3.5 V-6, auto., ldd., white, 104K miles .......................................................................................$14,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR HARD TOP 4X4, “Willy’s” pkg., V-6, auto., ldd, charcoal, only 88K miles ...........................$19,900
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT PREMIUM PKG. AWD,  3.5 V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 120K miles ............................................$13,900
2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT 4-DR 4X4, 4.0 V-6, auto., ldd., one owner, only 102K miles ..................................................... $9,900
2004 FORD EXCURSION LIMITED 4X4, 6.0 dsl., auto., ldd., black, mint one-owner, 79K miles ..........................................$47,500

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins dsl., auto., ldd., white, 60K miles .......$46,900
2024 FORD MAVERICK AWD, XLT, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd, tan, 2K miles, like new...................................................................$34,900
2023 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., white, 110K miles, ex. cond. ....... SPECIAL $29,900 $27,900
2022 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4 STX PKG.,  3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., charcoal, 60k miles ...................$36,900
2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles .......................$21,900
2017 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LARIAT 4x4 DUALLY,  6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., black, 141K miles ............................................$37,900
2015 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW LARIAT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd, Ruby red, 151K miles, sharp truck ........................$21,900
2015 DODGE RAM 3500 CREW CAB DUALLY 4X4, Cummins diesel, auto., ldd, silver, 294K miles ...................................$24,900
2004 FORD E-350 CARGO VAN BOX TRUCK, 5.4 V-8, auto., ldd., only 49K miles .................................. SPECIAL $8,995 $7,995
2008 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 4X4, V-8, auto., air, etc., blue, 141K miles ................................................................................$10,900 
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ..........................................$26,900
2006 GMC 7500 SERIES DUMP TRUCK, Cat dsl., Allison, only 77K miles, knuckle boom ............................... FOR JUST $29,500
2003 FORD F-350 CREW CAB 4X4 DUMP TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, one owner, 210K miles ..................... $16,900
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, ldd w/accessories, only 45K miles
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $49,500 $44,500
1999 DODGE RAM 3500 QUAD CAB DUALLY 4X4, Cummins diesel, 5-spd., ldd., 177K miles ...........................................$24,900

Great Financing Rates Now Available

   

SGR398A 2.07 Acres w/3 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin located 
in Ruddle. LP and Baseboard Heat, Septic and Shared 
Gravity Fed Well. Furnished. Franklin District. Great buy 
at $159,000.00.
SGR396A 0.721 ac., home with 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths, 3 
car garage, paved driveway, large back deck w/exceptional 
mountain view, in Franklin, across from Pendleton Manor. 
$349,000.00.
SGR395A Historic 1880’s home located on a private corner 
lot in Franklin on 0.32 Acres. Original portion of home was 
built of log with large addition built later. Consists of 3-4 
Beds, 2 Baths. Large attic space. Wiring and Plumbing 
has been updated. Two story outbuilding for workshop or 
hobby room. Outdoor wood stove was used for heat. New 
Chimney Liner. Also has hookup for propane. Surrounded 
by some of the original trees & shrubbery. $179,900.00.
SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very 
efficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 
gallon Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. NEW LISTING 
$249,000.00.
SGR391A 7.94 Acres w/Riverfront Cabin along US Rt 
220 South, just outside of Franklin. Two Bed, 1 Bath, new 
build 2024. Great location for Airbnb or personal weekend 
getaway. Plenty of room for recreation along river. NEW 
LISTING $395,000.00.
SGR389A 20.767 Ac. w/2001–2-3 bedroom. 2 bath double-
wide on Blackberry Ln., Bethel District. $249,000.00.
SGR388A 2.65 Ac. w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin located in 
Sugar Grove District. New kitchen cabinets/flooring. Newly 
screened in front & back porches. Newly painted inside 
and out. Cross river to Cabin. Well & Septic. $199,000.00.
SGR385A 5.12 Acres w/well maintained 2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/loft located on Lower Kile Knob Rd. Franklin 
District. Some Restrictions. $269,000.00.
SGR384A 60 Annie Lane, Circleville, 1.15 acres, 3 
bed/2 bath, spacious modular, flat yard, county living. 
$250,000.00. 
SGR383A 5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Kile Knob. 
Highly sought after tremendous Westerly facing mountain 
view! Full Solar Electric System installed in 2023. Wood 
& Propane heat. Satellite internet avail or phone hot spot. 
Generator Shed and Run-In Shed. Some Restrictions. 
Franklin District. All wheel drive vehicle recommended. 
$299,000.00 REDUCED $249,000.00.
SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00.
SGR380A 5.62 Acres, Lot #3, Sharp Ridge, Electric 
nearby, Easy Access, Some Restrictions, Franklin District. 
$49,500.00.
SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove 
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin, 
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National 
Forest, very unique property. $279,000.00 REDUCED 
$264,000.00.
SGR378A 0.31 acres w/3 bed/2 bath & 2 bed/1 bath    
Duplex, Full basement, oil heat, investment opportunity, 
15 A/B Meadow Lane, Franklin. $324,900.00.
SGR377A Family Retreat! 10 acres w/4 Bed, 3 Bath Cabin, 
Finished Basement w/additional family room. Primary 
Bdrms Upst & Dwnstrs w/en suites & WICs. Full size 
kitchen, Wood & Propane Heat. Septic & Cistern. Buck 
Ridges Development, Franklin District. NEW LISTING 
$349,900.00.

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00.
SGR373A 5 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Cabin, Kile Knob. 
Unfinished cabin ready for you to add your design touch! 
Septic installed. Cistern on property. All building materi-
als and solar panels on site convey. Some Restrictions. 
Franklin District. All wheel or 4 wheel access. Seasonal. 
NEW LISTING $299,000.00 REDUCED $279,000.00. 
SGR371A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath 1600 sq. ft. Home 
located in Franklin. Town Water/Sewer. Double Pane 
Windows, Mini-Splits, Woodstove & half basement. Large 
deck on back w/Nice Mtn. View. Lot #4, Franklin Corp. 
$150,000.00 REDUCED $139,000.00.
SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area, 
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber, 
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout. 
$1,695,000.00.
SGR369A 15.17 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath cabin, Electric & 
Propane Heat, Cistern, Septic (unapproved). Located in 
North Fork Flats. Perfect for hunters, fisherman or outdoor 
enthusiasts. $189,000.00 REDUCED $179,000.00.
SGR363A 3 Bed, 1 Bath Home located in Franklin Corp., 
Heat Pump, Propane Wall Unit, Electric Baseboard and 
Central AC, Town Water & Sewer, Double Pane Windows, 
Deck, One Car Garage & Storage Shed. $169,000.00 
REDUCED $159,000.00.
SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home 
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,         
covered front porch. NEW LISTING $259,000.00.
SGR343A 5 Acre lot w/Log Siding Cabin, Buck Ridges 
Development. Great View. 2 Bed, 2.5 Baths. Walkout 
Basement with newly remodeled bath. New carpeting in 
Basement. Expansive covered deck provides even more 
outdoor living space to enjoy. Wood floors upstairs. Spring 
Water. $283,000.00. REDUCED $279,000.00.
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR326A 141.74 Acres, Raw Land, Buffalo Hills. Excellent 
Hunting, Franklin District. $379,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
REDUCED $299,000.00 REDUCED $229,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

Friday, November 7
Baked Chicken

Hashbrown Casserole
Peas, Apple

moNday, November 10
Hotdogs w/Sauerkraut

Mashed Potatoes
Applesauce

Tuesday, November 11

WedNesday, November 12
Meatloaf

Scalloped Potatoes
Lima Beans

Mixed Berry Cheesecake

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 

with 2% milk & bread.               
Reserve your meals.

Reservations served first. 
Menus are subject to change.

304-358-2421

Thursday, November 13
Chicken Tenders

Macaroni & Cheese
French Fries
Fruit Cocktail

*Veteran’s Day Recognition*

Show Kids
You Care
“Help them 
take a stand 
and stand

with them.”
Brought to you by

Pendleton County Partners in 
Prevention Team and

Search Institute

FHS Classmates of ’75 Gather for Reunion

Franklin High School Class of 1975 members gathered July 19 at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg, Viriginia, to celebrate the 50th-year class reunion. After a warm welcome, 
Stephen Teter offered the blessing before the meal. As the buffet-style dinner was enjoyed, 29 classmates and their guests reminisced about their high school days and 
updated friends about life events. A special booklet was distributed in memory of deceased classmates. Andrew Eye, Zelene Harman, Michael Hartman, Rodney Hedrick, 
John Herrera, Steven Judy, James McLaughlin, Hugh Mitchell, Dennis Pennington, and Marie (Simmons) Roop along with Jefferson Byers and Carl Ray Homan were 
fondly remembered. Classmates received small favors and door prizes as keepsakes. Gratitude was expressed for all who came. Those present plan to meet again in five 
years. Classmates attending the reunion were, from left, front row, Mike Shanholtz, Dennis Hevener, Angela (Mowery) Vance, Teresa (Kile) Bowers, Jodie (Kimble) Thomas, 
Shalee (Dunkle) Wilburn, Angela Propst, Teresa Kimble, Gail (Mallow) Simmons and Mary (Propst) 
Fern; middle row, Janet (Simmons) Roberson, Judy (Kiser) Grimm, Sheila (Wimer) Rexrode, Tana 
(Pitsenbarger) Good and Kelly Pitsenbarger; and back row, Raymond Mowery, John Ruddle, Stephen 
Teter, Richard Simmons, Larry Hartman, Alvy Humphreys, David Simmons, Melodie (Keplinger) 
Humphreys, Rick Linaburg, Perry Propst, John Vandevender, Michael Hedrick, Scott Lough, and 
Francisco Newman.


