
The Potomac Highlands’ ‘Warrior Road,’ U. S. 
Route 220, Celebrates a Century in Commission

By Stephen Smoot

This opens a series of articles 
on the importance and the his-
tory of United States Route 
220 on the 100th anniversary 
of the official founding of the 
U.S. Route system.

The Year of Our Lord 2026 
features a number of celebra-
tions, first and foremost that 
of the 250th anniversary of 
the United States itself. Of 
somewhat less luster, but still 
significant, the United States 
Highway System of “U. S. 
Routes” was established under 
President Calvin Coolidge in 
1926.

Of local importance is the 
highway that started off as 
a long-distance connection of 
routes of both regional and lo-
cal importance to the finished 
product, U.S. Route 220, once 
known as “the Yellow Brick 
Road of Rural America.” Be-
fore it could adopt that role, 
however, it served as a “warrior 
road” connecting outposts and 
providing a path for armed 
forces using it in attack and 
retreat.

Though never called “War-
rior Road,” unlike the roads 
that would later become U.S. 

Route 1 and U.S. Route 11, the 
future U.S. 220 saw its share of 
soldiers and violence.

In the late years as a colony 
and early years as a Com-
monwealth, Virginia leaders 
focused on east to west routes 
through the northwestern 
counties. George Washington 
and War of Independence vet-
eran General Daniel Morgan 
advocated decades ahead of 
its establishment for the road 
that would become U.S. Route 

50, while the original “Old 
State Road” leading west from 
Richmond, Virginia, eventually 
connected it to the Kanawha 
and Ohio valleys on its way to 
modern Lexington, Kentucky.

Long-distance patterns of 
migration and trade used these 
east to west routes and others, 
such as the National Road, now 
U.S. Route 40.

In the area that would even-
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Energy Producers Update 
Officials at Energy Summit

By Stephen Smoot

A number of entities repre-
sented at the West Virginia 
Energy Summit provided up-
dates and descriptions of work 
during the past year and plans 
for the future.

Three of these, First Energy, 
American Electric Power, and 
Dominion, shared their status.

American Electric Power 
serves the western tier of coun-
ties in West Virginia, including 
the Charleston and Hunting-
ton area. One of the largest 
coal-fired power plants in the 
world, the John Amos plant 
near Charleston, among two 
others, will receive upgrades to 
keep those operations “in com-
pliance with EPA regulations.” 

Since the Obama Adminis-
tration, coal-fired plants have 
seen increasing regulation of 

operations that have made 
them increasingly costly to 
run. AEP, however, adds the 
explanation that they are 
“rebuilding aging infrastruc-
ture to strengthen reliability 
throughout several West Vir-
ginia counties.”

First Energy’s update in-
cluded signing on to Governor 
Patrick Morrisey’s “50 by 50” 
plan to boost state energy gen-
eration capacity from 15 to 50 
gigawatts by 2050. Their rep-
resentative stated that “West 
Virginia is perfectly positioned 
to become America’s energy 
powerhouse.” 

Its priorities, which included 
a short list of priorities, were 
shared. These priorities are 
expected to guide “transforma-
tions” undertaken in the effort 
to support expanding capacity. 

They include “large connect-
ed loads,” “resource adequacy/
energy security,” “generation 
capacity,” “transmission ca-
pacity,” and “customer afford-
ability.” 

First Energy also shared 
that they put $1.4 billion into 
its Mountain State operations 
from 2022 to 2024 and will 
invest $3.5 billion more in 
the next several years. Much 
of that will go to new power 
plants.

Dominion Energy has a 
much larger footprint in Vir-
ginia, but also operates the 
Mount Storm power plant in 
Grant County. Its service area 
runs along the Potomac Valley 
in Virginia, the southeast por-
tion of the Old Dominion, and 
counties in the area of Eliza-
beth City in North Carolina.

“Virginia is the largest data 
center market in the world,” 
shared Dominion’s presen-
tation. Northern Virginia, 
particularly Ashburn, serves 
as a center of development. 
Virginia, however, passed 
restrictions several years ago 
on expanding generation and 
transmission capacity, mak-

ing West Virginia the most 
convenient source to serve 
added needs. 

Its “local growth forecast” 
indicated that peak demand 
will rise from 23,000 MW in 
2025 to 43,000 MW in 2034 
and have pegged that number 
as their expansion target. 
Dominion operations also sup-
port those of a significant 
percentage of federal govern-
ment operations, including the 
United States most important 
defense facilities, such as the 
naval base at Norfolk and the 
Pentagon itself.

Dominion explained that its 
expansion plans will include 
17,534 MW from solar, 3,460 
from wind, 2,000 from battery 
storage, 1,944 from nuclear, 
and 9,454 from natural gas. No 
plans to expand coal capacity 
was indicated.

In September of 2024, Mark 
Bayliss of the West Virginia 
Broadband co-op and also with 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, laid out the need 
for both expanded power and 
data centers to stay ahead of 
the strategic goals of Commu-
nist China. 

The Pendleton Times re-
ported at the time Bayliss told 
attendees that “keeping the 
United States ahead in data 
center operations is absolutely 
critical.” As long as the United 
States can keep generating 
enough energy to stay ahead of 
data center and other needs, it 
can remain comfortably ahead 
of efforts by Red China and 
its allies, including Russia, to 
exceed American efforts.

Morrisey’s energy expan-
sion plans include adding 
value to what the state pro-
duces. During the Industrial 
Revolution and after, West 
Virginia played a primarily 
“upstream” role in that it ex-
tracted commodities, such as 
coal or timber, and sent them 
out of state for processing that 

Hog Trough prior to being dynamited to create a path to construct 
US 220 north of Franklin is pictured. Photo courtesy of WVU 
History Online.

Six Categories of Need Addressed 
By Governor Morrisey’s RHT Plan

By Stephen Smoot

With the Mountain State awarded ap-
proximately $1 billion over the next five years 
under the Rural Healthcare Transformation 
program, the State of West Virginia sits 
poised to focus on long-term challenges and 
needs in rural health care.

Along the way, West Virginia Governor 
Patrick Morrisey has expressed the hope that 
this state’s experience can lead to benefits in 
rural areas across the nation.

West Virginia’s transformation plan is set 
to address six categories of need with ideas 
in place on how to improve outcomes.

First, the plan addresses health care ac-
cess in remote areas. The governor’s web-
site states that “when possible, bring care 
to where patients are. And when that’s not 
possible, take patients to where the care 
is.” Some organizations serving the most 
sparsely populated counties, such as WVU 
Medicine and the mental health provider, 
Potomac Highlands Guild, have gone mobile 
with different testing and treatment services 
already. Both have vehicles taking services to 
the community while PHG has also pioneered 

a drug recovery app. 
Two innovations cited for rural health 

transformation funding have come from both 
study and experience in rural health care. 
A “Connected Care Grid” will help build ac-
cess in remote areas to telehealth services.  
Additionally, “community institutions such 
as schools and libraries will be outfitted 
as access points where patients with poor 
home broadband access can go to connect to 
telehealth. Those same institutions will be-
come locations for community clinics, where 
healthcare providers go on a regular basis 
to meet patients where they are, in person.”

Furthermore, the plan will also support 
vehicular-based care such as WVU Medi-
cine and PHG have established. Also, EMTs 
“will be trained and authorized to provide a 
greater range of local care.” Not mentioned 
in the website description, these added 
programs, however, will have to come with 
added financial support to EMS, especially 
volunteer services facing personnel shortfalls 
and rising costs of providing service.

Many, however, will need transportation to 
their health care provider. The “Rural Health 

WVU Medicine and Potomac Highlands Guild have pioneered some of the rural health advances, such 
as mobile units, laid out in the transformation program.

Capito, Miller Work to Bring Help to 
West Virginia Health Care Challenges

By Stephen Smoot

Last spring, as the One Big 
Beautiful Bill moved through 
negotiations, political battles, 
and other issues on its way to 
passage, critics sounded the 
alarm on cuts to Medicaid 
included in the bill. The year 
2025 saw both cuts to the 
federal government combined 
with revenue-enhancing poli-
cies to cut the yearly budget 
deficit and, hopefully in the 
future, start to pare down the 
dangerous levels of national 
debt.

While critics feared that 
cuts to Medicaid would result 
in slashed services, projected 
cuts ran well within Office of 
Inspector General estimates of 
the massive waste, fraud, and 
abuse that drains funds away 
from those who need it and 
puts the monies into the hands 
of criminals inside and outside 
of the United States. Even 
still, some feared the overall 
impact of reduced funding on 
health care providers.

That said, federal lawmak-
ers added to the One Big 
Beautiful Bill a Rural Health 
Transformation Program act. 
States received the opportu-
nity to submit plans on how 
to most effectively spend the 
funds. State of West Virginia 
officials last month received 
confirmation that the Moun-
tain State’s proposal was ac-
cepted by the United States 
Department of Health and 
Human Services.

United States Senator Shel-
ley Moore Capito noted that 
“in the crafting of this legisla-
tion that helps every Ameri-
can, I was proud to help shape 
the Rural Health Transforma-
tion Program from the start.”

Federal officials lauded the 
program’s implementation in 
approved states. “More than 
60 million Americans living 
in rural areas have the right 
to equal access to quality 
care,” said Secretary Robert 
F. Kennedy, Jr. in a release. 
“This historic investment 
puts local hospitals, clinics, 
and health workers in control 
of their communities’ health 
care. Thanks to President 
Trump’s leadership, rural 
Americans will now have af-

fordable health care close to 
home, free from bureaucratic 
obstacles.” 

The release from Governor 
Patrick Morrisey’s office on the 
plan specifics adds the goal of 
helping West Virginians stay 
in their hometowns, adding 
that “rural West Virginians 
should not have to sacrifice 
their health to live in the 
places they love.”

It goes on to explain that 
West Virginia can not only 
improve outcomes for its own 
people, but also benefit the 
nation as a whole, stating the 
state “is, in short, perfectly 
poised to become the nation’s 
laboratory for rural health 
transformation.”  Aspects 
that make the Mountain State 
uniquely positioned to serve in 
that role include “extremely 
serious health care deficien-
cies,” “a heavily rural popu-
lation,” state leadership in-
vested in improving outcomes, 
and a population small enough 
that the grant can have a truly 
transformative impact.

“We are grateful for Gov-
ernor Morrisey’s visionary 
leadership in securing these 
critical resources for West Vir-
ginia’s rural health care sys-
tem,” shared Jim Kaufman, 
quoted in the Parkersburg 
News and Sentinel. He added 
that “this nearly $1 billion 
investment over five years 
represents a transformational 
opportunity to address long-
standing challenges in rural 
healthcare delivery.”

United States Representa-
tive Carol Miller late last 
month announced the re-
introduction of a separate 
bill designed to help rural 

health care. The goal lies 
in, as Miller’s release stated 
strengthening “the Medicare 
Rural Hospital Flexibility 
Program so Critical Access 
Hospitals have the resources 
they need to improve quality, 
modernize services, and adapt 
to new care models.” 

“It is critical to families in 
rural West Virginia and across 
the nation to provide CAHs 
with the adequate funding 
needed so folks can access care 
close to home,” said Miller.

According to the National 
Rural Health Resource Cent-
er, “Congress, through the 
Balanced Budget Act of 1997, 
established the Medicare Ru-
ral Hospital Flexibility (Flex) 
Program, which was designed 
to help strengthen the finan-
cial sustainability of rural 
hospitals and preserve ac-
cess to basic hospital services 
(including emergency depart-
ments) in rural communities.”

Benefits include having 
CAHs “that meet Medicare 
conditions of participation, 
and certification and sur-
vey requirements to be re-
imbursed on a reasonable 
cost basis for inpatient and 
outpatient services.”

Through the Flex Grant 
system, the law “awards funds 
to states to support CAHs 
through training and technical 
assistance to build capacity, 
encourage innovation, and 
promote sustainable improve-
ments in the rural health care 
system.”

It also provides resources to 
boost the kind of data gather-
ing and analysis that can im-
prove processes and efficien-
cies in health care delivery.

Part of the rural health care transformation program involves 
helping to recruit and train health care workers and providers for 
rural facilities such as Pendleton Community Care.

Free clothing and other 
household items will be 
available from 10 a.m. until 
noon Saturday at the North 
Fork Baptist Church located 
at 20430 Mountaineer Drive 
in Seneca Rocks.

Quilters To Gather
The Sew and Sews Quilt 

Guild will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Franklin. Anyone 
interested in quilting is wel-
come to attend.

Free Clothing and
Household Items
Available Saturday

American Legion Pendle-
ton Post 30 will meet at 6:30 
p.m. Jan. 14 at the Star Res-
taurant in Franklin. If plan-
ning to attend, contact Steve 
Conrad or Jack Bowers.

Post 30 To Meet

1.25
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New Winter 2026 
Schedule

ONE SALE A MONTH
South Branch Valley Livestock Exchange

Moorefield
January 10 • Noon
February 14 • Noon

March 14 • Noon
All Livestock Previously Sold at

Wednesday Auctions Will Be Welcome
On Friday, Jan. 9, 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. and

Saturday, Jan. 10, 7 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Info
Gary 540-622-4889 • Roger 304-257-3012

*Calves and Yearlings To Be State Graded
Must Come on Friday ONLY*

We would like to thank everyone who 
showed kindness to our mother,
Neva Rexrode, during the holiday
season and throughout the year.

A Special Thanks

Blessings to all.
Eldon and Diana Sue

If you have interest in buying or
selling real estate, let my 50 plus years 

of knowledge of the region help you
with your dream.

“A local company with a national reach!”

From farmland to recreational property
and residential housing,

myself and the team of professionals
at Railey WV Properties are ready to help.

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

Did you know...
•Cervical cancer is a disease in which cells in the cervix grow out of control.
•Each year 13,000 women in the U.S. will get cervical cancer, over 4,000 will die.
•It occurs most often in women over age 30.
•HPV causes cervical cancer.
•Any type of sexual contact transfers HPV.
•The HPV vaccination is recommended for girls and boys ages 11-26.
•All women should begin cervical cancer screening starting at age 21.
•Cervical cancer is the most preventable cancer.

Talk to your provider about getting screened done!

January Is Cervical Cancer 
Awareness Month!

Show Kids
You Care
“Go places
together.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in 

Prevention Team and
Search Institute

Ada Belle 
“Doll” Huffman

Ada Belle “Doll” Huffman, 
90, of Franklin passed away 
on Dec. 30, 2025, at Grant 
Memorial Hospital in Pe-
tersburg.

She was born on Nov. 
16, 1935, in Franklin, the 
daughter of the late Wil-
liam Isaac and Gladys Lau-
ra (Huffman) Hedrick.

Mrs. Huffman was a 1953 
graduate of Franklin High 
School and a member of the 
Friends Run Church of the 
Brethren.

She had worked at Hano-
ver Shoe Company for 25 
years and was a farmer and 
homemaker.

She took pride in her 
family and gardening. She 
instilled a legacy of love and 
hard work that will forever 
be cherished by her children 
and grandchildren. 

On Feb. 9, 1955, she mar-
ried Marshall Rolan Huff-
man, who preceded her in 
death on April 25, 2021.

She leaves behind to cher-
ish her memory a daughter, 
Sherry Hartman (Charles) 
of Franklin; a son, Ron 
Huffman (Wendy) of Frank-
lin; three grandchildren, 
Torrey Huffman (Kerlin), 
Stephanie Hensley (Rich-
ard), and Jessica Hart-
man (Christian Crocker); 
nine great-grandchildren, 
Scott, Jason, Cayden, Dy-
lan, Addy, Gracie, Freddy, 
Isaac and Allison; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

She was also preceded in 
death by two sisters, Cath-
erine Bowers and Delores 
Jean Landes. 

Funeral services were 
held Saturday in the chap-
el of the Basagic Funeral 
Home in Franklin with Pas-
tor Mike Lambert and Wil-
lard Huffman officiating. 
Interment was at Cedar 
Hill Cemetery in Franklin.

Memorials may be made 
to any Pendleton County 
Rescue Squad or Friends 
Run Church of the Breth-
ren.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

Hank Gaylen Moats

Hank Gaylen Moats, 70, 
of Bridgewater, Virginia, 
passed away on Dec. 31, 2025, 
at Harrisonburg Health and 
Rehab in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia.

He was born on April 6, 
1955, in Moyers, the son of 
the late Cameron Gilbert and 
Gladys Gertrude (Strother) 
Moats.  

Mr. Moats was a 1974 
graduate of Franklin High 
School, and he attended 
Moats Chapel Church.

He was a very talented 
man and loved playing the 
guitar, especially blues mu-
sic.  He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, woodworking and 
collecting guns.

He was a veteran of the 
United States Navy, where 
he served as a machinist 
mate first class.

He leaves behind to cherish 
his memory a daughter, Jada 
Rasheeda Moats of Staunton, 
Virginia; a son, Jai Rasheed 
Moats of Staunton, Virginia; 
a sister, Clara Mae Johnson 
of Staunton, Virginia; three 
brothers, Otis Moats (Patty) 
of Staunton, Virginia, Clar-
ence Moats and Charles 
Whitney Moats (Faye), all of 
Franklin; and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

He was also preceded in 
death by three brothers, 
Floyd, Roscoe, Eldon (Cyn-
thia); and four sisters, Lore-
tha, Blanche, Geneva, and 
Ruby.  

Funeral services were held 
Monday in the chapel of the 
Basagic Funeral Home in 
Franklin with Pastor Johnny 
Cook officiating. Interment 
was at the Cameron G. Moats 
Cemetery in Moyers with 
military honors conducted by 
the U.S. Navy. 

Memorials may be made 
to Moats Chapel, c/o Gloria 
Moats.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

Kenneth Dale “K.D.” 
Puffenbarger

Kenneth Dale  “K.D.” 
Puffenbarger, Sr. of Sugar 
Grove left this world to 
walk with the angels on 
Dec. 23, 2025.  He was sur-
rounded by his family and 
their love for him.

He was born on Nov. 18, 
1942, in Stony Run and was 
the second son to the late 
Lester Puffenbarger and 
Glenna Elizabeth (Smith) 
Puffenbarger.

Mr. Puffenbarger was a 
proud United States Navy 
veteran and lifetime mem-
ber of VFW Post 9666 in 
Sugar Grove. Following his 
military service, he found 
his niche as a professional 
truck driver with more 
than 3 million miles ac-
crued throughout his 40+ 
years driving.  He loved 
to  remind his  chi ldren 
and grandchildren he had 
backed up more miles than 
they had driven forward.

Lutheran by faith, he at-
tended St. Paul Independ-
ent Lutheran Church.

The Sugar Grove commu-
nity was dear to him, and 
he often shared there was 
no place he would rather 
be.  He loved his horse 
“Pride” and his miniature 
donkeys, “Festus and Miss 
Kitty,” who he took such 
amazing care of, even when 
he didn’t feel well.

On Sept. 25, 1964, he 
married Verla Martina 
Long, who preceded him in 
death on Feb. 25, 2023.  He 
missed her dearly.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Danita Kiser (Tim) of 
Upper Tract and Beth Mc-
Nulty of Grottoes, Virginia; 
a son, Kenneth Puffenbarg-
er, Jr. (Brande) of Powha-
tan, Virginia; five grand-
children, Kyle McNulty 
(Victoria) ,  All ie Tepes-
Darko,  Luke Adamson, 
Martina Malack (Edmund) 
and Kerstin McNulty; two 
great-grandsons, Warren 
Malack and Rowan Mc-
Nulty; three special young 
people, Kinsley and Con-
nor Armstrong who called 
him “Hopper” and Grace 
McNulty who called him 
“Paps”; a sister and two 
brothers, Loretha Bland 
of Virginia, Jimmy Puffen-
barger (Sharon) of Mary-
land and Bobby Puffen-
barger (Lula) of Ohio.

He will be missed by so 
many more than he could 
have ever imagined.

He was also preceded in 
death by a brother, Ther-
man Puffenbarger; and a 
sister, Charlene Parrish.

Per his wishes, his body 
has been cremated.

A Celebration of Life was 
held Saturday at St. Paul 
Independent  Lutheran 
Church in Moyers with Pas-
tor Jerry Smith officiating.

Memorials may be made 
to  South  Fork  Rescue 
Squad, PO Box 55, Sugar 
Grove,  WV  26815 and 
VFW Post 9666, c/o George 
Armstrong, 7128 Sweedlin 
Valley Road, Brandywine, 
WV 26802.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Franklin.

Michael Lee Adams

Michael Lee Adams, 79, 
of Brandywine passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 4, 2026, in 
his home surrounded by his 
family.

He was born on Dec. 26, 
1946, in Cumberland, Mary-
land, to the late Betty Jane 
Adams.

Mr. Adams was a proud 
1964 graduate of Fort Hill 
High School in Cumberland, 
Maryland.

He honorably served in the 
United States Army from 1964-
1967.

He worked for more than 40 
years in the construction in-
dustry as a superintendent and 
retired from A & J Excavating.

He was an outdoor enthusi-
ast who particularly enjoyed 
hunting, trapping and going 
on motorcycle trips with his 
wife, Cathy. He was a devoted 
husband, father and grandfa-
ther (known as “pappap”) who 
loved spending time with his 
family and going to his grand-
children’s sporting events.

His wife, Cathy (Crider) Ad-
ams of Brandywine, survives.

Also surviving are his sons 
Martin Vaccari (Susanne) 
of Germany, Shawn Adams 
(Misty) of Dayton, Virginia, 
Jeremy Adams (Michelle) of 
Mt. Sidney, Virginia, and Chad 
Adams of Grottoes, Virginia; 
nine grandchildren, Marc, 
Melissa, Ryan, Kyle, Taylor, 
Aaron, Lauren, Chase and 
Camden; three great-grand-
children, Robin, Maxim and 
Adrian; and a sister, Glenna 
Koontz (James) of Brandywine.

He was also preceded in 
death by his daughter, Can-
dace Nicole Adams; a brother, 
Pat Adams; and two sisters 
Sandra Mongold and Rose 
Adams.

The family will receive 
friends and family at 1 p.m. 
Saturday at the Basagic Fu-
neral Home in Franklin. At 2 
p.m., a short celebration of life 
will begin with Deacon John 
Windett officiating.

Online condolences can be 
expressed at www.basagic.com.

In his memory, the family re-
quests that donations be made 
to the South Fork Volunteer 
Fire Department, PO Box 297, 
Brandywine, WV 26802 or to 
the donor’s choice.

Friday, January 9
Chicken Pot Pie 

w/Peas & Carrots
Cauliflower, Raisins

Monday, January 12 
Potato Soup

Peanut Butter & Banana 
Sandwich

Cucumbers, Apple
Tuesday, January 13

Egg & Cheese Muffin
Hashbrowns
Grapes, Juice

Wednesday, January 14
Chicken Tenders

Macaroni & Cheese
Lima Beans
Fruit Salad 

Thursday, January 15
Breaded Fish

Tator Tots, Slaw
Spiced Pears

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 
with 2% milk & a bread.               

Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first. 

Menus are subject to change.
304-358-2421

@ 10 AM



Link” promises to bring together public transport, ride share 
services, and volunteers to help to get patients to appointments 
and serve other related needs. Currently a lot of this need falls 
on cash-strapped EMS systems who must respond to calls, 
basically, for a ride to the doctor. 

In the Potomac Highlands and far Eastern Panhandle, public 
transit and volunteers through organizations such as the Re-
tired Senior Volunteer Program have helped to fill those gaps.

“Allowing more patients to regularly make it to their medical 
appointments will directly improve health outcomes,” states 
the website.

Shortages in personnel do not only affect EMS, but all levels of 
health care in rural areas. Too many medical professionals get 
lured by the siren song of big city salaries without considering 
the reality of big city cost of living. 

Rural health transformation in West Virginia will take a page 
from the new and successful playbook of teacher recruitment. In 
the Potomac Highlands, through the “Grow Your Own” program 
at Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College, 
high school students start their teacher education program at 
home and can achieve their teaching certificate after only two 
years attending college. 

The Mountain State Care Force will also work with high 
schools to identify students with an interest in the health care 
field. “The state will add health care faculty at regional and 
technical colleges to train more graduates. Financial incen-
tives will be used to attract providers to rural areas and keep 
them there” while also pulling providers from other states 
when possible. 

Those already in the health care system trying to improve 
their skills and credentials will receive added help in earning 
them.

Providers in West Virginia face an extraordinarily high cost 
per patient ratio. Similar to how rural broadband expansion 
faces higher costs per customer expansion rates in sparsely 
populated areas and how school systems in those regions receive 
vital help under the 1,400 floor plan, the State of West Virginia 
will work with health care providers in such areas to mitigate 
those high per capital costs. 

According to the site, the “proposal will provide rural practices 
with technology and administrative support to reduce their 
operating expenses. And it will transition the state to a value-
based care model in which providers have financial incentives 
to improve outcomes—and thereby decrease costs.”

Next comes a painful truth that has gradually emerged in a 
state that once boasted population work ethic as an economic 
asset. The governor’s release states it starkly, that “West Virgin-
ia’s economic challenges are directly related to our poor health 
care outcomes. We have the lowest workforce participation rate 

in the country. Thousands of West Virginians who otherwise 
would participate in the workforce have stopped looking for 
work because of poor physical or mental health or addiction.”

To address this, the proposal includes developing resources 
under the aegis of a Health to Prosperity pipeline. Chronic 
conditions need not form a barrier to obtaining work that pays 
the bills, but does not worsen health. As the site states, “West 
Virginians with chronic illnesses will receive improved care co-
ordinated with placement services to connect them to jobs that 
they can perform when their conditions are properly managed.”

This category includes helping those who have recovered in 
their drug addiction to also find gainful work. West Virginia 
has pioneered a number of programs, such as day report and 
drug court, that already serve as a strong potential foundation 
for such an effort.

Not always as popular as programs engineered to help people 
to improve their outcomes, but just as vital in overall commu-
nity health, the transformation program adds an element of 
individual education and personal responsibility. Poor health 
outcomes later in life often have their origins in poor decisions 
made earlier.

To reverse this trend,” the Personal Health Accelerator—fo-
cuses on motivating (and incentivizing) West Virginians to eat 
better and move more.” Part of this involves infusing a com-
petitive spirit between communities in state and against other 
states. Those that can boast the best collective improvement 
and outcomes will receive recognition and awards. 

Resources will go to expand offerings of healthier food in 
rural areas, such as a program to “enhance existing food and 
wellness programs like local farmers markets and healthy 
hospital menus.” Also “innovative care models” will help those 
with chronic health conditions recover to their best potential. 
The proposal uses reversing Type 2 diabetes as an example. 

Personal responsibility also includes “wellness and preven-
tion education” and expanded access to computerized health 
care tracking systems, such as blood sugar monitors embedded 
in the skin or steps trackers for exercise.

Finally, the “program’s HealthTech Appalachia initiative 
will invest—along with private partners—in technologies 
that address chronic disease and addiction and that promote 
personal wellness.” Here again, the program links health care 
development with the economic, explaining that innovations 
can lead to the rise of businesses and jobs.

One of the benefits that West Virginia brings has lain in an 
honest and proactive approach to battling economic, social, and 
health challenges. Organizations such as the West Virginia 
First Foundation, Eastern Action, Potomac Highlands Guild, 
local farmers markets, and other entities have pioneered much 
of the groundwork. 

The RHT provides a unique opportunity to combine these 
energies and build upon those efforts to make them greater 
than the sum of their parts.
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55th Wedding Anniversary
Card Shower

Glen and debbie SiteS

Cards may be sent to them at
4704 Greenawalt Gap Rd.

Upper Tract, WV 26866

January 14Virginia nelson

Cards may be sent to her at
8504 Lower Timber Ridge Rd., Riverton, WV 26814

Card Shower

January 17

90th

Birthday

Six Categories of Need Energy Producers
added value. Locating data centers in state helps to put West 
Virginia in mid and downstream applications for raw materials 
extracted here.

Weirton hosts a business that adds value to West Virginia 
generated power while also serving the needs of data centers 
and other modern businesses in a different fashion.

Form Energy has three facilities in Somerville, Massachu-
setts, Bay Area, California, and Weirton. The eight-year-old 
company employs 450 in its Weirton facility, almost half of its 
total employee base, to “create low-cost, multi-day energy stor-
age capable of providing cost-effect firm capacity to the electric 
grid around the globe.”

“Multi-day iron batteries” produced there “can store and dis-
charge energy for 100 hours.”

According to Form, “unlike lithium-ion batteries, which can 
only provide energy for a few hours at a time due to their rela-
tively high costs, iron air batteries can deliver energy for multiple 
days at a time.”

The website goes on to speculate that “achieving Form Energy’s 
cost and performance targets will unlock tens of gigawatts of 
demand for multi-day storage.” Production of the batteries also 
uses materials commonly found in the United States, not requir-
ing trade with foreign adversaries to acquire materials.

PBS’ Nova program focused on Form Energy’s Weirton plant in 
2023. It explained the technology originally developed by NASA. 
From an article based on the program, “Humans have known 
for millennia that when water, oxygen, and iron mix, they create 
rust.” It goes on to state that “we’ve learned more recently that 
that reaction also releases energy. Iron-air batteries capture that 
energy and turn it into an electric current – then recharge it by 
reversing the reaction ‘unrusting’ the iron.”

Data centers utilize huge banks of batteries as part of their 
operations to ensure that when the grid experiences issues, they 
do not. A decade ago they best resembled very large automobile 
batteries, but the technology has advanced since then.

Additionally, mining for lithium is an extensive operation 
in terms of steps needed to extract lithium from groundwater 
and also to process it for use. The environmental impact of that 
process detracts somewhat from the “green” credentials of their 
chief users, including electric powered vehicles.

The Energy Information Administration of the United States 
Government also stated early last year that “China dominates 
global trade of battery minerals,” meaning that reliance on 
lithium batteries is tantamount to reliance on Communist China, 
America’s most powerful foreign adversary. 

But Form Energy’s use of Appalachian iron and other resourc-
es means that Americans benefit and not America’s enemies.
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10 Years Ago 
Week of January 7, 2016

Brandywine Takes 
On New Landscape

The primary interchange in 
Brandywine has undertaken 
some changes in the last 
month. Long time landmark, 
H & J Superette, formerly 
owned by the Harry Scott 
family, has been leveled and 
in addition, excavation is 
underway across the street 
on a vacant lot soon to house 
a new Family Dollar store.

The H & J property to the 
south of Route 33 was recently 
purchased by Mark Lambert 
of Franklin, owner of Long 
Mountain General Store. 
After weighing his options, 
Lambert decided he would be 
money ahead to demolish the 
former convenience store and 
start fresh. The new building 
will be dubbed Brandywine 
General Store and will 
feature Sunoco gasoline, on- 
and off-road diesel, hunting 
and fishing supplies, gifts 
and groceries.

H & J Video and Tan, 
adjacent to the one-acre 
site, will be connected to the 
new structure and will be 
renovated to feature a kitchen 
and eating area. Norman 
“Sonny” Shaw of Marlinton 
is overseeing construction of 
the new business.

Lambert hopes to open the 
doors to his new venture in 
early spring. 

The vacant lot to the north 
of the site has also undergone 
some changes.  M & W 
Excavating of Brandywine 
broke ground on Nov. 5 on 
the construction site of a 
Family Dollar store. The $2.2 
million project will include 
over 8,300 square feet of 
retail space and will bring 
approximately 10-12 new 
jobs to the community. 

According to courthouse 
documents, the property, a 
little over two acres, is owned 
by Brandywine FDS, LLC, of 
Charlotte, N.C.

20 Years Ago 
Week of January 5, 2006

Commission Approves 
FHS Class Portraits in 
Community Building

It isn’t only a matter of 
properly preserving the 
history of Franklin High 
School graduating classes.

It also has to do with the 
preservation of a big piece 
of Pendleton County history.

Those were the words of 
Donna Hoover (Circleville 
High (class of 1963) and 
her husband, Olin, who 
graduated from Franklin 
in 1960 and was the high 
school’s principal from 1980 
until it was closed in 1998 to 
make for Pendleton County 
High School. 

What the “it” refers to is 
finding a fitting place to hang 
the class portraits of every 
Franklin High School class, 
the same class photos that 
once graced the walls of the 
old high school.

On Tuesday morning, 
the Hoovers and county 
schoo l  super intendent 
Doug Lambert met with 
the  Pendleton  County 

Commission to ask for 
approval to honor the FHS 
class portraits—all 68 of 
them—by displaying them 
in the Pendleton Community 
Building. The commission 
unanimously voted to allow 
that to happen.

Since 1998, FHS portraits 
have been gathering dust in 
the Kline building.

Some time ago, there was 
intermittent discussion at 
school board meetings of 
getting all the Circleville and 
Franklin class photos and 
hanging them on a wall in 
the PCHS building.

However, the Circleville 
class portraits are now 
on striking display in the 
restored Circleville High 
School building.

“I’m so proud of what the 
CHS Preservation committee 
for  everything they ’ve 
done,” Donna Hoover said. 
“Circleville doesn’t begrudge 
Franklin doing for their 
history what the Circleville 
alumni have done for ours.”

Olin Hoover, who made it 
a personal project to find and 
assemble about six years’ 
worth of missing FHS class 
portraits when he was the 
principal, said that a couple 
of class portraits appear to 
be missing from the Kline 
building.

It appears that they may 
have been loaned for class 
reunions and haven’t yet 
been returned.

Also, some of the glass on 
the picture frames is broken 
and needs to be repaired.

Some of the old portraits 
need to be cleaned and 
restored. The average size 
of the older class composites 
is 27 inches by 29 and one 
half inches. For the larger 
ones, the average size is 32 
by three eighths inches by 42 
and one half inches.

30 Years Ago 
Week of January 4, 1996

SUGAR GROVE

A friend of the writer gave 
her a list which was presented 
as rules for having a happy 
1996. Feel free to take any or 
all items on the list and use 
them as resolutions. If you 
follow them, your new year 
will certainly be a happy one.

Hug a kid, cry during 
movies, tell a joke, cuddle a 
baby, learn to watch snails, 
laugh at  Republ icans , 
laugh at Democrats, walk 
somewhere, hug trees, open 
up, listen to old people, giggle 
with children, hug a friend, 
nuzzle a puppy, laugh a lot, 
believe in magic, give money 
away, take lots of naps, make 
friends with freedom and 
uncertainty, plant impossible 
gardens, swing as high as 
you can on a swing set...by 
moonlight, cultivate moods, 
write thank-you letters, play 
with everything, take moon 
baths — Have a Happy New 
Year!

40 Years Ago 
Week of January 9, 1986

Lottery Tickets Go on 
Sale Today; Tickets 

Available in Pendleton

Pendleton County will be 

well supplied with West 
Virginia Lottery tickets when 
they go on sale today at 12:15 
p.m. Doris Bonner of Elkins, 
lottery marketing specialist, 
was in Pendleton County 
Monday delivering lottery 
tickets to the seven retail 
outlets that will handle the 
sale of lottery tickets here.

In Pendleton County, 
tickets will be sold at five 
locations in Franklin—
Franklin IGA Store, Franklin 
Meat Market, High’s Dairy 
Store, Thompson’s Motel 
and the West Virginia ABC 
Store; and at Raines Store at 
Riverton and at Kile’s Store 
at Upper Tract.

Contracts To Be Let 
Friday for Work on 

South Branch

Contractors interested in 
bidding on river channel work 
on the South Branch of the 
Potomac River in Pendleton 
County from Franklin south 
to the Highland County line 
will get a first hand view of 
the work to be done today 
when they are taken on a 
tour of the river by personnel 
of the Soil Conservation 
Service.

Similar plans will  be 
followed in reclaiming the 
following reaches of Potomac 
River tributaries:

North Fork from Virginia 
to Mouth of Seneca, North 
Fork from Mouth of Seneca 
to the mouth, South Branch 
from Virginia to Route 33, 
South Branch from Route 33 
to Moorefield, South Branch 
from Moorefield to the Trough 
and including Lost River 
and New Creek, the Smoke 
Hole and Trough sections 
of the South Branch, South 
Branch from the Trough to 
the mouth, and the South 
Fork in Pendleton County.

 
50 Years Ago 
Week of January 8, 1976

DAHMER

Some weeks ago,  the 
Dahmer writer mentioned 
that the month of February 
1976, had five Sundays. 
A nice letter was received 
from Alonzo Teter of Onego, 
stating the people on that 
side of the mountain enjoyed 
a good riddle or joke and 
that we are wondering if you 
know when was the last time 
February had five Sundays. 
The last time was 1948, the 
one before that was 1920, 
this year 1976, and no more 
in this century. Mr. Teter 
knew the answer and he 
made me scratch my head 
on that one.

60 Years Ago
Week of January 6, 1966

One of Town’s 
Oldest Retail Firms 

Included Among 
First-of-Year Sales

One of Franklin’s oldest 
mercantile firms changed 
hands January 1 in a rash of 
property transactions which 
appeared to highlight the 
beginning of the new year in 
Franklin.

B o g g s  M e r c a n t i l e 
Company, which has been 

one of Franklin’s leading 
retail establishments under 
one name or another since its 
founding back in the 1880s, 
was sold Saturday by Miss 
Sylva Boggs to Mr. and Mrs. 
Grant Alt of Franklin.

The firm was founded by 
Miss Boggs’ father, the late 
M. K. Boggs in the early 
1880s.  He had various 
partners in the business and 
the firm was operated under 
various names until 1930 
when the business was taken 
over by Miss Boggs. She has 
operated it under the name of 
Boggs Mercantile Company 
since that time.

When Miss Boggs assumed 
management of the firm in 
1930, the store was located on 
the east side of Main Street 
next to the Mary Spaulding 
residence where the Boggs 
apartment building is now 
located. In 1932 Miss Boggs 
built the present store 
building on the west side of 
Main Street and moved the 
business to that location.

Among other property 
transactions which marked 
the beginning of the new year 
in Franklin was the purchase 
by Sites Chevrolet, Inc., of 
three separate properties 
from Mrs. Laurene Retterer.

Included in the Sites 
Chevrolet, Inc., purchase 
were a parking lot on Pine 
Street which the Chevrolet 
distributor has used under 
lease for a number of years 
as a used car lot, a dwelling 
house and lot on the corner 
of High Street and Spruce 
Street adjoining the Ruddle 
Meat Market, and a dwelling 
house and lot on the corner 
of High Street and the alley 
leading from High Street to 
the Franklin Grade School.

In another transaction, 
Robert Jackson Sites of 
Franklin purchased the 
building now occupied by 
Sites Parts Company from 
Mrs. Pauline Keller, Eleanor 
Kay Mitchell and Judy Ann 
Mitchell.

The Sites Parts Company 
building is located on the 
corner of Main Street and 
Spruce Street and is the 
building originally occupied 
by the Franklin Bank and 
later used as the Franklin 
Post Office.

County Has 67 Car 
Wrecks in ‘65

A total of 67 automobile 
acc idents  o c curred  in 
Pendleton County during 
1965, an accident analysis 
recent ly  completed by 
the  local  State  Pol ice 
Detachment, shows.

The accidents resulted in 
45 personal injuries, one 
fatality, and $62,010 in 
property damage. Officers 
made 50 arrests as a result 
of the accidents.

Upon completing the 
analysis, officers said the 
most dangerous place in the 
county is the concrete bridge 
on Route 33 in Brandywine.

COW HAS 4 CALVES 
IN 1 YEAR

Mr. Marvin Simmons is the 
proud owner of a cow having 
four calves in 1965. The cow 
gave birth to a set of twins 

on January 4 and again on 
December 21. All the calves 
were living and healthy.

70 Years Ago
Week of January 5, 1956

DAHMER 

Wyoming, Delaware
December 17, 1955

Dear Mr. Dahmer, 
It has just occurred to 

me that fifty years ago this 
winter you taught our school 
on Upper Timber Ridge.

Though I was but a small 
lad at that time, I seem to 
remember some of those days 
almost as well as if it were 
but yesterday.

You were an excellent 
teacher, Mr. Dahmer; so fair 
and just in your dealings 
with the pupils, and so 
interested in their welfare 
and training. So I wish to 
take this opportunity to 
thank you.

J. Mayne Bennett

EDITORIALS

“Sixteen Tons” – – –

One of the current hit 
songs is entitled “Sixteen 
Tons”— a lament depicting 
the hard lot of the coal 
miners. It makes a good song 
but it’s to be hoped that no 
one gains the impression it 
describes today’s conditions 
in the mines. Changes in 
coal mining have been 
revolutionary with power 
taking the place of muscle.

The coal miner is one of 
the highest paid industrial 
workers in the nation. Modern 
machinery to accomplish 
almost every task connected 
with the production of coal is 
rapidly making hand labor a 
thing of the past. The miner 
is becoming a highly skilled 
machine operator. Just in the 
last five years progress has 
been phenomenally rapid, 
with production per man-day 
increasing from 6-3/4 tons to 
approximately 10 tons.

M e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  i n 
addition to easing the lot 
of the miner, has also been 
of prime importance in the 
industry’s efforts to meet the 
competition of other fuels 
and to provide abundant 
high-grade coal tailored to 
fit the needs of every class 
of consumer from large 
industrial boiler to small 
home furnaces.

Yes, the coal industry 
depicted in “Sixteen Tons” 
is long gone in America. 
All forecasts indicate that 
the energy demands of 
our nation will grow at an 
increasing rate for as far as 
we now can see into future 
years. All forms of energy, 
whether they be oil, coal, gas 
or atomic, will be called upon 
to carry a heavy burden. Coal 
is a basic fuel, and it must be 
maintained as an efficient 
productive industry able 
to meet the demand which 
rapidly increasing energy 
requirements will place upon 
it.

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

Welcome to the new year 
of 2026. Who knows what the 
future of this year will be? But, 
take each day at a time and en-
joy what the good Lord blesses 
one with.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Brethren: 
shut-ins — Bucky Moyers, 
Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Larry 
Moyers, Sandy Washburn, 
Mary Alice Simmons, Anna 
Lee Mitchell, Carol Propst and 
Romona Luckel; prayer list 
— Richard Campbell, Joshua 
Shirk, Ava George, Kenny Wil-
liams, Debbie Horst, Neal Eye, 
Ruth Bauer, Rick Waggy, Gloria 
Moats, Ruthalene Judy, David 
Berg, Tim and Dee McCor-
mick, Jessie Simmons, Minny 
Rhoads, Larry Rexrode, Troy 
Bennett, Jim Fawley, Tom 
and Judy Borror, Danny Nel-
son, David M. Parkinson, Cleo 
Simmons, Tom Butterworth, 
Sherry Hedrick, Bobby Parsons, 
Robert Bennett, Rick Phares, 
Chuck Hiett, Virgil “Bub” Yo-
kum, Hannah Hedrick, Barbara 
Judy Harman, Betty Smith, 
John Moyers, Norma Auville, 
Shana Johnson, Woody Hoo-
ver, Sherry Chambers, Ginger 
Kimble, Kaylee Bennett, Bruce 
Lambert, Paul Mallow, Kristin 
Bodkin, Bonnie Mitchell,  Holly 
Beachler, Donald Burns, Wayne 
Simmons, Phil Downs, Glenn 
Sites, Genevieve Bible, Jen-
nifer Scott, Earl Smith, Brian 
Calhoun, Bobby Bodkin and the 
family of Ada Belle Huffman.

Prayer thought: “Accepting 
Jesus’ sacrifice for the wrong 
things we’ve done means wak-
ing up to a new day, completely 
free from the burden of sin.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for Dec. 29 
through Jan. 4 were as follows: 
Dec. 29 - 56°, 19° (59°, 45°, .11”), 
Dec. 30 - 23°, 17°, .25” snow 
(53°, 41°), Dec, 31 - 33°, 8° (50°, 
36°), Jan. 1 - 33°, 22°, .25” snow 
(35°, 28°), Jan. 2 - 39°, 29° (31°, 
25°), Jan. 3 - 41°, 31° (34°, 19°, 
25” snow) and Jan. 4 - 36°, 24° 
(21°, 15°).

Total rainfall for December 
was .59”, compared to 2.25” in 
December of 2024. Rainfall for 
2025 was 43.36”, compared to 
53.52” in 2024.

Total snowfall for December 
was 7.75”, compared to .5” in 
December of 2024. Snowfall for 
2025 was 27.25”, compared to 
16.25” in 2024.
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•Residential and Commercial
•New Construction •Remodeling

“No job too large or small”

304-668-2172
License #057375

Jay Nesselrodt, General Contractor

Livestock Equipment
Group Livestock Scales

“Legal For Trade”

AGRI-TEST
LIVESTOCK SCALES • (540) 230-4644

•Also single animal fairground scales
•Serving West Virgina and Virginia since 1998

Community Loses Admired and Respected Resident
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

The third of six children born to Lester 
and Glenna Puffenbarger on Nov. 18, 
1942, was Kenneth Dale “K.D.” Puffen-
barger.  The family lived at the “head of 
Stoney Run” in the home of Evelyn Var-
ner, after which they moved to the Mon-
gold Place. It was in his teenaged years 
that he had his mother to sign for him to 
join the Navy, spending about four years 
of service, basically in Adak, Alaska.  

When he was in the Alexander hospi-
tal, he met his wife, Verla, who worked 
at the Lunch Box which was owned and 
operated by K.D.’s uncles. They married 
Sept. 25, 1964, after which they spent 
some time in Kentucky to help take care 
of Verla’s mother. Upon their return to 
Sugar Grove, they lived in Possum Trot, 
next to the Virgil Homan home.  

Three children joined the family, Dan-
ita, Beth, and Kennie with all attending 
the local schools. In time he had five 
grandchildren, and two great-grandsons. 
The family then moved to Stoney Run 
where K.D. had bought some land from his 
aunt and uncle, Leora and Everett Grogg.   

K.D. took up professional truck driving, 
leaving out Sunday afternoon and return-
ing Friday. Prior to leaving, Danita would 
shine his boots, after which the children 
would line up to bid their goodbyes. For 
his 44 years of trucking, he was given 
the plaque for the 3 million Mile Club, of 
which he was very proud. He worked for 
Bowman Bag Company, and North and 
South Lines.  His handle was “Tricky 
Foot,” and he kept his truck in a meticu-
lous condition. As a matter of fact, all of 
his vehicles would be kept in a meticulous 
order.  

He taught all of his children to learn 
to drive with a stick shift. He felt that 
they would be quite knowledgeable under 
any circumstance were they to have this 
experience.  

His love for animals was evident with 
his horse “Pride” and miniature donkeys, 
“Festus” and “Miss Kitty.”  Making sure 
they were well taken care of was his main 
objective.

The VFW was near and dear to his 
heart. He was a lifetime member of the 
VFW Post 9666, having been a U.S. Navy 
veteran. The Saturday Sugar Grove Lions 
Club and VFW barbecue chicken was 
where he would stock up on chicken for 
his family. K.D. was a neat freak and 
very particular in the landscape that sur-
rounded his home. His hobby — he loved 
to be always working in the Sugar Grove 
community which he loved. He especially 
loved eating hot dogs! 

Being a Lutheran all of his days, his 
funeral was held at St. Paul Independ-
ent Church.  A hymn that speaks to the 
occasion would be: “And when my task on 
earth is done, When, by Thy grace, the 
vict’ry’s won, E’en death’s cold wave I will 
not flee, Since God thro’ Jordan leadeth 

me. He leadeth me, He leadeth me! By 
His own hand He leadeth me! His faith-
ful foll’wer I would be, For by His hand 
he leadeth me.”

Sympathy is extended to the family dur-
ing this difficult time.

New Years little instructions for daily 
living include the following:

1. Pause to notice beauty.
2. Be kinder than necessary; e.g. if a 

person sees someone being ignored, find 
a way to include them.

3. Don’t dwell upon minor things that 
could affect relationships.

4. If one sees someone falling behind, 
walk with them.

5. Always remind people of their worth.
6. Family means having someone to love 

one unconditionally in spite of a person 
and one’s shortcomings. Family is loving 
and supporting one another even when 
it’s not easy to do so. Be kind.

Christmas decorations were pretty 
scant along all roads leading out of Sugar 
Grove. The writer believes that this is the 
first time in 100 years that Sugar Grove 
did not have any Christmas decorations.  

Tuesday morning found the residents 
enjoying about an inch of snow. Winds 
have been very chilling with temperatures 
staying very low.

The first full moon of 2026 was the Wolf 
supermoon, appearing larger than normal 
in the sky due to being near the closest 
point of its earthly orbit.

This week’s quotes are as follows:
“When you begin a journey of revenge, 

start by digging two graves: one for your 
enemy, and one for yourself.” — Jodi 
Picoults

“Friendship is a sheltering tree.” — 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

“A lie doesn’t become truth. Wrong 
doesn’t become right and evil doesn’t be-
come good, just because it’s accepted by 
the majority.” — Booker T. Washington

“Gratitude. Help us to see what is there 
instead of what isn’t.” — Annette Bridges

“Heart is what separates 
the good from the great.” 
— Michael Jordan

Sitting by the fireplace 
is the best place to hear 
the “Talk of The Grove.”

Christmas is a time for 
families to enjoy the sea-
son with dinners that in-
clude much laughter.

At the home of  Tom 
and Paula Mitchell, much 
fun and delicious foods 
that was surrounded with 

many Christmas memories, was enjoyed 
by Jennifer, Tim and Morgan Hoover 
of Bridgewater, Virginia, Allison and 
Damian Morris of Fulks Run, Virginia, 
Janelle, Jace, Destiny and Ben Sroka of 
Charlotte North Carolina, and Brandon, 
Cara, Macie, Carson, and Carly Mitchell.  

Saturday found 30 + family and friends 
gathering at the home of Evelyn Varner 
to enjoy their Christmas dinner with de-
licious foods and lots of laughter. A good 
time was had by all in attendance. New 
Year’s Eve found Evelyn, Rose Brackman, 
Janet Judy and Terry Harper motoring 
to Dayton’s Victory Fellowship Church 
to enjoy Jeff and Sherri Easter’s concert. 
They also enjoyed hearing the Will and 
Langdon Reid duo.

During Christmas break, Wesley, 
Becky, Emma, Ben and Nathan Puffen-
barger visited with Wesley’s aunt, Bonnie 
Reynolds in Toronto, Ohio. They also saw 
the Christmas lights at Oglebay Resort 
in Wheeling.

While visiting with Phil Downs, Tara 
Kelley and Amelia Gibson attended the 
funeral of K.D. Puffenbarger. Phil reports 
that he visited with his aunt, Cleo Sim-
mons, on Christmas Day, and with the 
K.D. Puffenbarger family on Christmas 
Eve

Natasha Nieves of Boca Raton, Florida, 
spent several days visiting with her 
grandparents, Willard and Judy Rader. 
Willard, Judy and Natasha enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas Eve noon meal and 
visiting in the beautiful home of Mike and 
Robin DelBiondo in Stoney Run. They also 
enjoyed Christmas Eve playing games and 
good food in the home of Willie and Donna 
Rader. Natalie Nieves, granddaughter, 
and Alex Fattore of Huntington also spent 
several days visiting with Willard and 
Judy. Willard, Judy, Natasha, Natalie 
and Alex also had another delicious meal 
on Christmas Day in the home of Benny 
and Linda Custer. They had a great 
Christmas. 

Great-great-grandmother, Mary Lea 
Rexrode of Franklin, and great-grand-
parents, Wayne and Paula Price, are very 
proud at the birth of Wrenley Elizabeth 
Rexrode. She was born Nov. 4, having the 
same birthday as her grandmother, Ra-
chel Rexrode. Congratulations, Addison 
and Destiny.

Helen and Rhonda Nash enjoyed the 
holiday season with Christmas celebra-
tions over the course of several days. 
Their visitors included Vickie Nash of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, Todd and Cathy 
Nash of Kinston, North Carolina, Terri 
Lowery of Spotsylvania, Virginia, Holly 
Mangum and children, Kinsley and Levi 
of Ruther Glen, Virginia, Dorsey and Scott 
Owens of Buckhannon and Greg and Julie 
Jessee of Monterey, Virginia. Christmas 
gifts are still under their tree, awaiting 
more loved ones. They may extend the 
season into midwinter and continue to 
light up the dark nights.

 Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers 
are as follows:

•A shark is the only fish that can blink 
with both eyes.

•Chickens can distinguish between 100 
faces.

•Ketchican, Alaska, is the home to one 
of the world’s largest stands of totems.

•Separate mountain ranges in Papua, 
New Guinea, have called for each village 
to have its own language with around 
1,000 languages spoken on the island.

Birthdays for January include Janelle 
Mitchell Sroka, Carrol Propst, Lia Hull 
and Wanda Shaffer, first; Lyle Simmons, 
second; Wendell Nelson, fourth; Ivan 

Lamb and Kathy McKenzie, fifth; Laney 
Bowers, seventh; Bridget Nelson, Sue 
Kimble and Jeff Pitsenbarger, eighth; 
Ronnie Kimble and Bonnie Huffman, 
ninth; Charles Nelson, Julie Koontz and 
Helen Nash, 10th; Joanne Moyers, 11th; 
Bob Hoops and Donna Bowers, 12th; 
Patsy Hammer, Margaret Hedrick and 
Amy Gardiner, 13th; Tammy Mitts, Joyce 
Burgoyne and Ricky Bennett, 14th; Dan-
ielle Hull and Junior Crider, 15th; and 
Danny Wilburn, 16th.

Concerns are for Mike Adams, Charles 
Anderson, Alfred Armstrong, Joan and 
Roger Ashley, Mike Baker, Dave Basagic, 
Allen Beachler, Bobbie Bodkin, “Bo” 
Boggs, the John Burns family, Larry 
Byers, Doreen Calhoun, Joyce Calhoun, 
Marie Cole, Kim Crane, the Ronnie Crisco 
family, Stanley Dahmer, Kim Davis, 
Tommy Davis, Phil Downs, Steve Dur-
ham, Jennifer Errett, Isaac Eye, Mary 
Eye, Carl Gant, David Gillispie, Nan 
Goland, Nancy Gonshor, Patsy Green, JC 
Hammer, Steve and Armanda Heavner, 
Hannah Hedrick, Jack and Starr Hedrick, 
Chuck and Tracy Hiett, Jim Hiner, Evan 
Hise, Tim Hively, Edsel and Mary Ann Ho-
gan, Karen Holsten, Julia Homan, Char-
lie Marie Hoover, Keith Hoover, Debbie 
Horst, Bob and Cynthia Hurry, Mike and 
Lisa Jamison, Linda Jones, Richard Judy, 
Marsha Keller, Tara Kelley, Ruth Kile, 
Kim Kline, Tracie Knight, Laura Kropp, 
Melissa Lambert, Robert Lambert, Rex 
Landis, Shannon Maloy, Donna Mallow, 
Roger and Skip Mallow, Audree Marsh, 
Anna Mauzy, Ed May, Dave McConnell, 
Gene and Joan McConnell, Gary McDon-
ald, Rose Miller, Bruce Minor, Carroll 
and Dottie Mitchell, Dennis and Jamie 
Mitchell, Tom Mitchell, Barbara Moats, 
Gloria Moats, Sherri Moyers, Helen Nash, 
Aaron Nelson, Dominique Nelson, Dwight 
Nelson, Ruth Nelson, Cheryle Paine, Terri 
Parker, Andy Pond, Wayne Price, Janice 
Propst, Alda Propst, Mike Propst, Sheldon 
Propst, Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, the 
K.D. Puffenbarger family, Tom Rader, 
Willard Rader, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy 
Rexrode, Linda Fay Rexrode, Vesta Ruck-
man, Bernie Sasscer, Annie Simmons, 
Erin Simmons, Eva Simmons, Greg Sim-
mons, Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, 
Tonya Simon, Robbie Sites, Mike Skiles, 
Bruce Smith, Ed and Carolyn Smith, Iva 
Smith, Natalie Stephenson, Tina Stuben, 
Steve Stump, Carolyn Thomas, Linda and 
Larry Vandevander, Judy Vetter, Junior 
Waggy, Mary Louise Waldschlager, Rene 
White, Sherry Wilfong, Judy Williams, 
Patty Willis and Ann and Ed Wimer.

The writer wishes her readers “A Happy 
New Year!”

Kenneth Dale “K.D.” Puffenbarger

15 N. Main St. — Franklin, WV
•Tax Preparation•Bookkeeping

•Payroll•Advice
•Business Service

•Prepare All State Tax Returns
•Prepaid Emerald Card

“We Welcome ALL of Our Old and 
Will Take New Customers”

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

or By Appointment By Calling
304-358-2501 or 304-358-7338

As our 2025 Salvation Army bell ringing
season ends, we want to express our thanks to 
the many bell ringers – you are so appreciated for 
giving of your time to this worthy cause. To all of 

you who dropped coins or cash into the kettle, our most
sincere thanks. Even during these tough economic times, 
you have opened your hearts and reached into your
pockets, giving generously to help your neighbors in need 
here in Pendleton County, and we graciously thank each 
and every one of you for your kindness and generosity.

We also want to thank the owners of T&K Markets for 
giving us a warm, dry place to ring the bell, and to the 
store employees for their pleasantness and courtesy 
shown to us.

For those in need of assistance from the Pendleton 
County Salvation Army collections, please contact Edna 
Mullenax at the Pendleton County Family Support Center 
in Franklin. 

A Heartfelt Thank You

Barb Hamilton and Judy Grimm
Pendleton County Salvation Army Stewards   

Steer Clear
of Winter
Hazards

Bowers Garage &
Body Shop

Sugar Grove                                                 Brandywine
304-249-5154                                304-249-5900

      Check coolant and antifreeze.
               Check tires and tire pressure.
                        Check windshield wipers.
                                Check heater and defroster.
                                         Check lights and headlights.

“Serving the area for more than 45 years”

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Custody ~ Divorce

Automobile Accidents

105 North Grove Street
Petersburg

304-257-5050

Jonie E. Nelson
Attorney at Law



Pendleton County Pushes Tourney Host Hard in Setback
By Stephen Smoot

Robert C. Byrd, as they hosted its own tournament, prob-
ably did not reckon on having a huge fight on their hands in 
the opening game. After all, their Class AAA size on paper 
should have made it dominant versus the Class A Wildcats. 

That said, birds should always stay wary of aggressive cats!
Throughout the first half, Robert C. Byrd and Pendleton 

County battled evenly. The Wildcats lean heavily on two 
scoring mainstays from last year to drive their offense. Sen-
ior Jameigh Miller, a Potomac State signee for basketball, 
has changed roles from last year. She would move from the 
post to the wing, rebounding and scoring well. This season, 
Travis Heavner, head coach, asked her to assume more of the 
ballhandling duties in addition to giving the team a strong 
threat to score from outside.

Susan Vincell, junior center for the Wildcats, operated 
at will inside against the Flying Eagles until they started 
throwing more bodies and playing more physically against 
her. With three minutes left in the second quarter, their 
head coach could be heard throughout the building, shout-
ing, “You better get 42!” 

Not long after, “42” grabbed an offensive rebound, scored 
a layup, and put her team up 19-18.

At the two minute mark, Robert C. Byrd connected on a 
three-pointer to retake the lead 21-19. Not long after, Miller 
drove in for a layup and picked up a free throw. With just 
under a minute, Jess Parker hit Vincell with a lob that she 
laid in for a 26-21 lead. The Flying Eagles, however, closed 
out the half with a last second three for a 26-24 lead.

Pendleton County and Robert C. Byrd got their best shots 
in against each other in the third quarter. The home team 

tied the game quickly, but Vincell got fouled on an offensive 
rebound and putback attempt. Her free throws restored 
the two-point advantage, but the Flying Eagles tenaciously 
answered 30 seconds after.

Miller with under six minutes in the third dribbled to 
eight feet, pulled up, and drained the shot. A minute later, 
she drove to the same spot and pulled up, but found two 
defenders awaiting her. Undeterred, she pivoted and faked 
twice, shook off the defenders, and hit the open shot to put 
her team up four. After the home team closed the lead to 
32-31, Tia Heavner fired a pass to Katie Heavner for a layup 
to extend the advantage.

The third quarter saw the home team playing more ag-
gressively on defense, but the calls more often put that 
squad on the line. They converted a number of free throws 
to edge ahead as the third quarter wore down. Over the next 
four and a half minutes, extending into the final quarter, 
the Flying Eagles scored eight straight to seize the lead for 
good at 39-34. 

Tia Heavner’s 17-foot shot from the wing narrowed the 
gap at the 6:25 mark, but the home team hit a layup to set 
the score at 41-36. Miller drained a three, but the Flying Ea-
gles answered with a layup. With 3:37 left, Vincell’s pass to 
Parker put the Wildcats within three, but the Flying Eagles 
took off afterward to seal the win. 

Shayne Clutter’s old style running one hander bank shot 
closed scoring for the game. Robert C. Byrd prevailed 53-44 
in a game much closer than the final score indicated. 

In the tournament final, the Wildcats played well, but fell 
to Elkins. Competition against larger schools, however, has 
served to help Pendleton County perform better later in the 
season against Class A rivals.
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Holiday Joy As Pendleton Defeats 
Moorefield in Season Opener

By Stephen Smoot

One of the worries of Pendleton County boys’ 
basketball coaches in early December lay in the 
limited practices available for the football play-
ers who pushed to the semifinals in November. 
Would they have enough time to master the 
plays and get in “basketball shape?”

Four weeks after that, the unruly weather 
had kept the team off the court, but allowed 
much more time for coaches to get the team 
prepared for the season. For the Wildcats, 
however, their season opened in Petersburg, 
in front of a half hostile and thoroughly riled 
up crowd, and against the rival that gets a 
Wildcat’s blood up the most.

Game one of the season versus Moorefield 
at the Petersburg Holiday Tournament is nor-
mally not ideal, but don’t tell that to first-year 
coach Josh Owens or his squad.

An unexpected resignation left Owens to 
steer the team. On this day, he had Travis 
Heavner, the girls’ head coach, on the bench 
beside him. Owens shared that he will soon 
round out his staff with former star player Clay-
ton Kisamore and also Rod Cooper. Cooper last 
led the Wildcat volleyball squad into its first of 
three straight state tournament appearances.

Fans likely had a double take as they en-
tered the gymnasium, with Pendleton County 
sporting throwback Circleville High School 
uniforms. They would don those of Franklin 
High School on night two in the title game 
against Petersburg.

Moorefield seized the opening tip, but it took 
time for the teams to feel each other out. The 
Wildcats had added rust from not yet having 
played. The Yellow Jackets took the first draw 
of blood as they connected on a post move and 
layup. A foul called on the play gave them a 
free throw, which they converted for an early 
3-0 lead about two minutes and a handful of 
seconds into the contest.

Scoring in the first quarter came as often as 
rain in the second half of last year. With 4:40 
left in the quarter, Jaydon Hess put Pendleton 
County on the scoreboard when he floated in 
and completed a finger roll, cutting the deficit 
to 3-2. On the next possession, Henry Warner 
took two big dribbles in from the wing, pulled 
up from seven feet, and put the Wildcats in 
the lead.

The Yellow Jackets then applied the sting in 
a six to nothing run, giving them a 9-4 advan-
tage. At the 2:40 mark, Chase Owens opened up 
on Moorefield, burying a three-point shot from 
the top of the key. The Wildcats forced a steal, 
then Travis Owens connected on a three-point 
shot from the wing for a 10-9 lead.

Moorefield hit a free throw and a layup to get 
out to a 12-10 lead, but Colton Roberson took 
an inbounds pass for a layup to tie it up. The 
quarter ended with a Moorefield last second 
three and a one-point deficit.

Pendleton County and Moorefield traded 
punches like evenly matched heavyweights 
in the second quarter. At 6:05, Chase Owens’ 
12-foot jumper put his team up 17-16, but two 
Yellow Jacket layups reversed that to a 20-
17 advantage for the opposition. At the 2:05 
mark, Moorefield appeared to have established 
momentum, seizing a 25-19 lead, their largest 
of the game.

Hess then took a steal down the lane and 
drew a foul, connecting on both charity shots. 
Chase Owens drove the middle on the next 
possession, kicking it out to Hess who buried 
a corner three. A Hess pass to a cutting Travis 
Owens cut the Moorefield lead to one. 

The first half concluded when Hess again 
found with precision passing a player near the 
basket, this time Roberson whose layup gave 
his squad a slender 28-27 halftime lead.

Hess helped to set the second half tone on 
the first play, stealing the ball and driving in 
for a layup. Moorefield completed a three-point 
shot, but Hess found Cashton Kisamore for an 
inside score. Scoring came sparsely again in 
this quarter, but by the 2:23 mark, the opposi-
tion had battled out to a four point lead.

Then Kisamore’s pass from one post to the 
other got Roberson a layup. Travis Owens’ 
kickout to Hess for a three at the 1:27 point 
put his team up 39-38. 

Then came a play that by the end of the game 
looked like a backbreaker.

Chase Owens exploded into the passing 
lanes, leaping to grab a steal, which he then 
took in himself for a layup and a 41-38 lead. 
Two more three-point shots blew the game open 
for Pendleton County by quarter’s end.

Coach Owens explained after that game that 
“we mixed in the one-one-three and two-three 
zone defenses to get them off balance.” That 
slowed down the Moorefield offense, for the 
most part, forcing the Yellow Jackets to run 
long offensive sets to look for a shot, eating 
valuable time as they did.

Meanwhile, the Wildcats continued to put 
up points. Travis Owens found Kisamore on 
the post. He shifted, pivoted, and maneuvered 
through two defenders to lay the ball in. Be-
tween the five and four minute marks, Pendle-
ton County cruised with an 11-point advantage.

Then came a ghost from the past.
Two years ago in the same tournament and 

against the same team, Pendleton County en-
joyed a similarly comfortable lead. Moorefield 
then exploded in the final minutes, bringing 
frantic energy on offense and defense, willing 
their way to the win. 

Between four and three minutes remaining, 
Moorefield went into a press, dialing up the 
intensity on offense and defense. Two steals 
led to five points and cut the lead to 53-47 with 
3:09 left.

Chase Owens scored a layup with 2:51 left. 
Then Roberson swiped the ball from Moorefield, 
leading to a Travis Owens corner three. Same 
player took a Yellow Jacket miss, launched a 
long pass, and watched Hess lay it up for a 60-
47 advantage with 1:45 left.

Both teams got three more to end the game 
with the score 63-50.

Coach Owens praised his squad, saying, “The 
boys have been playing on teams together since 
first grade. These guys know the game.”

“I’m very proud of them,” he said.
Chase Owens led with 21 points, followed 

by Hess with 15, Travis Owens with eight, 
Kisamore seven, Warner four, and Ty Heavner 
with two.

In the title game, Petersburg held off the 
Wildcats and earned a 54-53 victory.

The Wildcats will host the Yellow Jackets 
beginning at 6:15 p.m. on Saturday.

Boasting a throwback Circleville uniform, Jaydon Hess elevates during the season opening victory 
over Moorefield at Petersburg.

Wildcats Power through Fighting Irish on 
Way to Winning Tournament in Shinnston

By Stephen Smoot

The 2025-26 version of the Pendleton 
County basketball team has truly embraced 
the idea of “better late than never.” After 
missing almost the entire month of December 
due to postponed contests, the Wildcats took 
on two Class AA teams to open the season. 
They bulled through Moorefield and came 
within a point of upsetting tournament host 
Petersburg.

From one tournament to the next, Pendle-
ton County took the long bus trip to Shinn-
ston for a two-day tournament, facing the 
Fighting Irish of Notre Dame High School 
in Clarksburg.

There, Pendleton County posted a breakout 
statement win as it dictated the game on both 
ends of the floor.

Notre Dame won the tip as the solid sen-
ior Brayden Helmick elevated for the ball. 
Helmick and guard Jovanni Minnocci served 
as the two focal points of the offense, one 
inside, one out. 

Jaydon Hess got the Wildcats started, how-
ever, when he fired a pass inside to Cashton 
Kisamore for the first points of the game. 
Forty seconds later, Chase Owens teed up a 
three-point shot from the top of the key and 
buried it. He would connect on seven of 10 
for three-point range alone for a blistering 
70 percent from deep.

Helmick overpowered the Wildcat inside 
for the Fighting Irish’s first score, but Ow-
ens then drained a three-pointer from the 
corner. At 5:21, the squad from Clarksburg 
closed the score to within 8-7. That was the 
closest they came to Pendleton County for 
the remainder of the evening.

Travis Owens quickly tipped in a Hess 
miss to extend the lead to 10-7, followed by 
a reverse layup on a baseline drive, courtesy 
of Chase Owens. From then through the rest 
of the first, the Wildcats built up a 24-17 lead 
from which to open up the second quarter.

Early in the second, the Fighting Irish 
had opportunities. They hit a three to close 
the lead to 24-20, then had a three on one 
fast break chance. Hess, however, used his 
athleticism to disrupt the play. 

From the 7:15 mark until about 3:15, the 
Wildcats scored 13 unanswered, including 
two threes from Tony Vanmeter shortly after 
he checked into the contest. He would hit 
three of three from deep on the evening while 
bringing tight and active defense out front.

Helmick made two layups to break the run, 
but Pendleton County kept running wild on 
the scoreboard. Henry Warner drove from the 
wing, pulled up, and hit a silky smooth 12-

foot jump shot at 2:25 left in the half. Exactly 
one minute later, Travis Owens snagged 
a steal, drove the length of the floor, and 
brought the house down with a two-handed 
slam dunk.

Defense and rebounding limited Notre 
Dame’s shooting chances. Ty Heavner picked 
up a steal with 2:59 left, then blocked a shot 
shortly thereafter. Dalton Rohrbaugh came 
in and kept the Irish off the boards, picking 
up two in the final minute to close out the 
half.

Josh Owens, head coach, opened the third 
quarter with a 49-27 advantage and his re-
serves on the floor. They did not miss a beat 
with the new player grouping as Cole Harper 
hit a three only 30 seconds in. He scored 
on the next play by grabbing an offensive 
rebound and laying the ball in for a 54-27 
lead. A Vanmeter steal was fired ahead to 
Cayson Armstrong, who drove in for a layup.

He scored again two minutes later to set 
the lead at 61-27.

Notre Dame scored four points in the 
quarter as Pendleton County employed a 
one-three-one zone for much of the time. The 
Wildcat squad boasts long-armed, tall, ath-
letic players who jam up driving and passing 
lanes with ease. Vanmeter brings a different 
style, using his more diminutive, but just as 
quick, form to get in close and harass ball 
handlers into making mistakes.

As the quarter wound down, Warner and 
Braylon Hull both connected on long-range 
shots to put their squad up 73-31 by the end 
of the quarter.

The fourth quarter featured more high-
lights, including Colton Roberson finding 
a streaking Hull for a layup that capped 
Wildcat scoring at 84. Defensive intensity 
never wavered, even to the final minute as 
Knoxx Wright committed a foul while play-
ing strong and aggressive defense. He also 
picked up two offensive rebounds during his 
time in the action. 

Chase Owens led scoring with 25, Warner 
followed with 13, Kisamore 11, Vanmeter 
nine, Hull and Harper both seven, Travis 
Owens six, Armstrong four, and Hess two. 
Hess and Travis Owens both had six assists, 
helping to set the table during the big night.

The next night, Pendleton County con-
fronted tournament host Lincoln and came 
away with a 50-41 victory. Chase Owens 
again led the squad with 15. Kisamore gave 
his squad a powerful inside advantage with 
10 points and a perfect four for four from the 
field. Pendleton County traveled to Frankfort 
on Saturday for yet another game to gain 
experience against a school in a higher class.

Braylin Hull squares up to hit a long shot in the tournament win against Notre Dame at Lincoln High 
School in Harrison County.

The Flying Eagles had to ramp up their physical play to outlast 
the Wildcats in Clarksburg. Photo courtesy of Light in Motion 
Photography.
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Need To Get Rid
of Extra Items,

Then Advertise Them
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Call or Email Today
304-358-2304

ads@pendletontimes.com

STORAGE SPACE

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

Slow Cooking Word Search

WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department 
o f  Trans -portat ion , 
Division of Highways 
through the Bid Express 
Bidding Service (www.
bidx.com) and by sealed 
proposals (only when 
p r e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s 
waived) being received 
at its office in Building 
5 ,  R o o m  8 4 3 ,  1 9 0 0 
Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West 
Virginia until January 13, 
2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern 

Standard Time). The 
bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read 
publicly thereafter for 
the construction of the 
following project(s):

Call 033
Contract 2023360023
State Project
 S336-33-20.45 00
Federal Project
 STBG-0033(515)D
Description
RESURFACING
ROOTS RUN RD- NORTH 
MTN.
Midpoint of Project
COUNTY: 
 PENDLETON

P r o p o s a l s  w i l l 
b e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
prequalified and West 
V i r g i n i a  l i c e n s e d 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid 
Projects a contractor's 
license is not required 
at time of bid, but will 
be  required  before 
w o r k  c a n  b e g i n . 
Registration is required 
with the Department 
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Division of Purchasing, 
in  accordance with 
Chapter 5A, Article 3, 
Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All con-
tractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically 
with their bid a Proposal 
Guaranty  Bond for 
$500.00 or 5% of total bid, 
whichever is greater.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways reserves the 
right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for 
receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for 
any project designated 
in this advertisement, 
without the necessity 
o f  r e n e w i n g  s u c h 
advert isement .  The 
d e f e r m e n t ,  d e l a y , 
postponement, and the 
date that proposals will 
be will received and 
publicly opened will be 
available on www.bidx.
com.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will 
affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered 
into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to 
this invitation and will 
not be discriminated 
against on the grounds 
of race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin 
in consideration for an 
award.                       12-25-2c

FOR SALE
G U N S !  G U N S ! 
GUNS! You want 
them. We got them. 
Hundreds in store, 
even more online.       
Buy. Sell .  Trade.  
Pendleton County 
Outdoors, Franklin, 
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265,  www.penco 
outdoors.com,   www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.     10-12-tfn  

LOST AND FOUND
LOST: KEY FOB 
with red tab, 2014 
Dodge Ram. Call 304-
257-4308.     12-25-4c

FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

AUTOMOTIVE
2003 BUICK Cen-
tury, 4-door, 135,000 
original miles, good 
condition, new winter 
tires, $3500. 304-668-
2805.                1-8-2c

STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION
DIVISION OF WATER 

AND WASTE
MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

WEST VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION’S, PUBLIC IN-
FORMATION OFFICE, 
601 57TH STREET SE, 
CHARLESTON, WEST 
VIRGINIA 25304-2345 
TELEPHONE: (304) 926-
0440.

APPLICATION FOR 
A CLASS 5 UNDER-
GROUND INJECTION 
CONTROL PERMIT.

Public Notice No.: 
 JKL-02-26

Public Notice Date:
 January 8, 2026

Paper:
 Pendleton Times

The following has applied 
for a Class 5 Underground 
Injection Control Permit for 
this facility or activity:

Appl. No.: 0489-02-071

Applicant:
 Leonard Landis
 27 Wildwood Lane
 Seneca Rocks, WV 26884
 
Facility:
 Appalachian Cabins,
 Rt. 55 and 28,

 Seneca Rocks, WV 26884
  
Latitude: 38:52:31

Longitude: 79:20:38

Activity:
Disposal of solely sani-

tary waste into a septic tank 
and leachfield

The State of West Vir-
ginia will act on the above 
application in accordance 
with the West Virginia Leg-
islative Rules, Title 47, Se-
ries 13, Section 14.24 issued 
pursuant to Chapter 22, 
Article 11 and Article 12.

 Any interested 
person may submit writ-
ten comments on the draft 
permit and may request a 
public hearing  in writing 
within thirty (30) days of 
the date of the public no-
tice. Comments or requests 
should be addressed to:

 Director, Division of
  Water and Waste  
  Management, DEP
 601 57th Street SE
 Charleston, WV
  25304-2345
 ATTN: Judy Lupson,
  Permitting
 
 The public comment pe-
riod begins January 8, 2026 
and ends February 7, 2026.

Comments  rece ived 
within this period will be 
considered prior to issuance 
of the permit.  Correspon-
dence should include the 
name, address and the tele-
phone number of the writer 
and a concise statement 
of the nature of the issues 
raised. A public hearing 
may be held if the Director 
determines  there is signifi-
cant public interest in one 
or more issues relevant to 
the draft permit.  Interested 
persons may contact the 
public information office to 
obtain further information.

The application, draft 
permit or factsheet may be 
inspected by appointment 
at the Division of Water and 
Waste Management, 601 
57th St SE, Charleston, WV 
25304 between 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on business

days. Copies of the docu-
ments may be obtained 
upon request. For further 
information contact Judy 
Lupson at (304) 926-0495. 
or  judy .k . lupson@wv.
gov.                                        1c

If the electricity goes out, a generator can keep power 
flowing to a person’s home or business. The Outdoor Power 
Equipment Institute reminds home and business owners 
to keep safety in mind when using generators this winter.

“Not having power when you need it is frustrating, so 
a generator can provide emergency backup power at a 
reasonable cost,” says Kris Kiser, president and CEO 
of OPEI. “It’s important to follow all manufacturer’s 
instructions, and never place a generator in your garage or 
inside your home or building. It should be a safe distance 
from the structure and not near an air intake.”

•Take stock of the generator. Make sure equipment is 
in good working order before starting and using it. Do this 
before a storm hits.

•Review the directions. Follow all manufacturer’s 
instructions. Review the owner’s manuals (look manuals 
up online if a person cannot find them) so equipment is 
operated safely.

•Install a battery operated carbon monoxide detector in 
one’s home. This alarm will sound if dangerous levels of 
carbon monoxide enter the building.

•Have the right fuel on hand. Use the type of fuel 
recommended by the generator manufacturer to protect 
this important investment. It is illegal to use any fuel with 
more than 10 percent ethanol in outdoor power equipment. 
(For more information on proper fueling for outdoor 
power equipment visit https://www.opei.org/programs/
ethanolwarning/). It’s best to use fresh fuel, but if a person 
is using fuel that has been sitting in a gas can for more 
than 30 days, add fuel stabilizer to it. Store gas only in an 
approved container and away from heat sources.

•Ensure portable generators have plenty of ventilation. 
Generators should never be used in an enclosed area or 
placed inside a home, a building, or a garage, even if the 
windows or doors are open. Place the generator outside 
and away from windows, doors, and vents that could allow 
carbon monoxide to drift indoors.

•Keep the generator dry. Do not use a generator in wet 
conditions. Cover and vent a generator. Model-specific 
tents or generator covers can be found online for purchase 
and at home centers and hardware stores.

•Only add fuel to a cool generator. Before refueling, turn 
the generator off and let it cool down.

•Charge and use battery-powered generators/inverters 
properly. Recharge only with the charger specified by the 
manufacturer. A charger that is suitable for one type of 
battery pack may not be compatible with another battery 
pack. Follow all charging instructions and do not charge 
the battery pack or equipment outside the temperature 
range specified in the instructions. Charging improperly or 
at temperatures outside the specified range may damage 
the battery.

•Plug in safely. If a person doesn’t yet have a transfer 
switch, one can use the outlets on the generator. It’s best 
to plug in appliances directly to the generator. If a person 
must use an extension cord, it should be heavy-duty and 
designed for outdoor use. It should be rated (in watts or 
amps) at least equal to the sum of the connected appliance 
loads. Make sure the cord is free of cuts, and the plug has 
all three prongs.

•Install a transfer switch.  A transfer switch connects 
the generator to the circuit panel and lets a person power 
hardwired appliances. Most transfer switches also help 
avoid overload by displaying wattage usage levels.

•Do not use the generator to “backfeed” power into one’s 
home electrical system. Trying to power one’s home’s 
electrical wiring by “backfeeding” – where the generator is 
plugged into a wall outlet – is dangerous. Utility workers 
and neighbors served by the same transformer could be 
hurt. Backfeeding bypasses built-in circuit protection 
devices, so a person could damage electronics or start an 
electrical fire.

Tips for Generator Usage Listed



tually become West Virginia, according to 
Otis Rice, author of West Virginia, a History, 
the Mountain State’s eventual main two-lane 
roadways had an interesting origin. As he de-
scribed in his textbook for college and advanced 
high school students, the “roads” originated 
as trails laid out by herds of buffalo, deer, and 
other large animals as they moved from place 
to place in the rugged wilderness.

In their own fashion, they followed paths 
of least resistance. Indian hunting parties, 
particularly after the conquest of central Ap-
palachia by the Iroquois League and Cherokee 
Nation, widened the animal trails by following 
in search of food supplies. Settlers used the 
same pathways and their governments, from 

time to time, saw utility in grading many and 
paving a few with crushed stone.

North to south routes connected emerging 
settlements and both public and privately built 
military posts. As early as the 1730s, settlers 
had moved upstream on the Potomac River to 
Shawnee Old Town, now Oldtown, Maryland, 
and Fort Cumberland constructed at the city 
that still bears the name. 

When he was merely 16 years old, George 
Washington accompanied his employer, George 
William Fairfax, to survey lands in the vicin-
ity of the valleys of the various forks of the 
South Branch of the Potomac. They took the 
generally used route that extended upstream 
along the Potomac River itself and ran into the 
usual barriers.

By March 18, Washington shared in his 
journal that heavy rains and rapid snow melts 
“in the Allegheny Mountains” had raised the 

river and its tributaries to the point that the 
party had to wait at a host’s home for a few 
days. On the 21st, they took a canoe upstream 
to the trading post and home of Thomas Cre-
sap, whose property lay 15 miles east of Fort 
Cumberland, near Shawnee Old Town. 

Shawnee Old Town lay almost across the 
Potomac River from current Green Springs, 
where the South Branch and the North Branch 
join waters. From there, the team went up-
stream, crossed at the mouth of Patterson’s 
Creek, then made their way back to the South 
Branch. Their path of work took them up the 
South Fork of the South Branch of the Potomac 
“to one Michael Stump’s” and surveyed as far 
as 10 miles upstream from there.

Several years later, after his defeat at Fort 
Necessity, Virginia militia Colonel Washington 
labored to effect the construction of a series of 
forts in the modern Potomac Highlands of West 
Virginia. These would guard roadways, passes, 
and other strategic points in the South Branch 
watershed, while providing shelter for frontier 
families threatened by attack.

Official forts manned by Washington’s “Vir-
ginia Regiment” joined smaller stockades and 
fortified houses constructed by families or 
small communities of settlers. Every 15 miles, 
an official Virginia regiment fort guarded a line 
of defense patrolled by local militia to serve as 
a wall against attacks by the French or their 
allies among the American Indian nations.

According to historian Samuel Kercheval, 
American Indian nations outside of the orbit 
of the Iroquois League and centered north and 
west of the Ohio River regarded Virginia and 

its people with a powerful respect borne of fear. 
They called Virginia “the Big Knife” and its 
people “the Long Knives.”

From Cumberland south to Monterey, Vir-
ginia, new fortifications arose and of those 
built privately, some were strengthened and 
manned by the Virginia Regiment. Along 
modern U.S. Route 220 in Pendleton County 
stood lonely wilderness outposts such as “Trout 
Rock Fort,” which guarded a narrow area of the 
South Branch River several miles upstream of 
Franklin and Fort Upper Tract about the same 
distance north. 

In the vicinity of modern Petersburg sat 
a number of private fortifications built at or 
near the homes of settlers by residents near 
today’s Pansy, Durgon, and other areas. More 
significant fortifications arose at Fort But-
termilk west of today’s Moorefield, the Old 
Fields property of Isaac Van Meter, at the Fort 
Pearsall settlement near modern Romney, and 
also at Fort Ashby.

Connecting all were various incarnations 
of U.S. Route 220 along both its original and 
modern paths, following the general southwest 
to northeast track of the ancient valleys and 
ridges. 

After independence and the recession of the 
threat of attack by American Indians and for-
eign powers, those roadways again reverted to 
local travel and trade via connections to more 
heavily used roads and rivers. 

The coming of the Civil War would bring back 
the warriors as once again the Potomac High-
lands took on the qualities of a frontier. This 
time a frontier not between civilization and 

the wilderness, but between 
the United States of America 
and the Confederate States of 
America.

Continued next week.
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Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

FRANKLIN - 3 BR 3 BA renovated mobile home on 4.9 acres. $215.000

BRANDYWINE - 1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-
tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000. 

SMOKE HOLE - WVGT2000894 $975,000 $899,000 $849,000; 13.93 +/- 
ac., 2 Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds. 

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807

   

SGR401-A Charming 2/3 bedroom, 1 bath, ranch style, 
with partial basement, on 0.15 ac., paved driveway, 
covered carport, with ramp to back entrance, detached 1 
car garage, LP heat/hot water, some appliances convey. 
House is being sold AS-IS. Franklin Corp. $179,000.00.
SGR398A 2.07 Acres w/3 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin located 
in Ruddle. LP and Baseboard Heat, Septic and Shared 
Gravity Fed Well. Furnished. Franklin District. Great buy 
at $159,000.00.
SGR396A 0.721 ac., home with 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths, 3 
car garage, paved driveway, large back deck w/exceptional 
mountain view, in Franklin, across from Pendleton Manor. 
$349,000.00.
SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon 
Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249,000.00 REDUCED 
$239,000.00.
SGR391A 7.94 Acres w/Riverfront Cabin along US Rt 220 
South, just outside of Franklin. Two Bed, 1 Bath, new build 
2024. Great location for Airbnb or personal weekend get-
away. Plenty of room for recreation along river. NEW LIST-
ING $395,000.00 $375,000.00 REDUCED $349,000.00.
SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00 
REDUCED $379,000.00.
SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round 
Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life 
Estate on 6 Acres. Franklin District. $169,000.00.
SGR380A 5.62 Acres, Lot #3, Sharp Ridge, Electric 
nearby, Easy Access, Some Restrictions, Franklin District. 
$49,500.00.
SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove 
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin, 
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National 
Forest, very unique property. $279,000.00 $264,000.00 
REDUCED $250,000.00.

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00. 
SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area, 
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber, 
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout. 
$1,695,000.00.
SGR369A 15.17 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath cabin, Electric & 
Propane Heat, Cistern, Septic (unapproved). Located in 
North Fork Flats. Perfect for hunters, fisherman or outdoor 
enthusiasts. $189,000.00 REDUCED $179,000.00.
SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home 
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,         
covered front porch. NEW LISTING $259,000.00.
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
$299,000.00 $229,000.00 REDUCED $219,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $20,760.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent  C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 

SOLD

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

Belsnicklers Continue Tradition, Visit Neighbors
German roots run deep in Pendleton County. 

From the names of the county’s local land-
marks, foods that one eats, and family tradi-
tions, there is no denying the Germanic herit-
age of Appalachia. 

Friday night, several residents from the 
Schmucker Road area decided to revive an 
almost forgotten tradition of belsnickling. The 
formal definition of belsnickling is a German 
American holiday tradition where people go 
door-to-door during the Christmas season, often 
disguised in masks, rags, and furs to surprise 
neighbors. The neighbors then invite the guests 
inside where they must guess the identity of 
each belsnickler.

Though times have changed since the incep-
tion of this tradition, nobody wore furs and 
the group called ahead to let neighbors know 
masked strangers would be appearing on their 
doorstep, many of the traditions remained the 
same. The belsnicklers wore masks, stuffed pil-
lows into their clothing to change their shape, 
and altered their voices. Once inside the visited 
homes, the neighbor would ask a series of ques-
tions to see if they could guess the identity of 
each belsnickler. If questions were not enough, 

hints were given. Once a belsnickler’s identity 
was correctly guessed, they would remove their 
mask. 

The belsnicklers traveled throughout the 
Upper Tract and Deer Run areas. They visited 
a total of seven homes where laughter was in 
ample supply. Neighbors who had been visited 
then offered candies, drinks, and refreshments 
to the revelers. 

In times when people can feel so divided, it 
is traditions like this that remind one of the 
importance of community and neighborly love. 
It is truly hoped that this tradition not only 
endures but grows in the years to come. 

As somebody who was raised in Pendleton 
County and moved away, it was food for Carr’s 
soul to participate in this almost-forgotten 
tradition. Seeing the delight on the faces of the 
young and old, the sense of community, and 
hearing the stories of belsnickling of years past 
was a joy that could not be found anywhere 
else. To be able to share this experience with 
her mother and her daughter was a true gift. 
One small belsnickler even announced, “This 
is more fun than trick or treating.”

Submitted by Karen (Kile) Carr.Friday night, this group of friendly belsnicklers continued an Appalachian tradition by visiting homes 
in the Upper Tract and Deer Run areas.

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 • 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of

ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2024 FORD MAVERICK AWD, XLT, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., ldd, tan, 2K miles, like new...................................................................$34,900
2023 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., white, 110K miles, ex. cond. ....... SPECIAL $29,900 $27,900
2022 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4 STX PKG.,  3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., charcoal, 60k miles ...................$36,900
2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles .......................$21,900
2021 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB L/BED 4X4, XLT pkg., 6.2 gas V-8, auto., ldd., one owner, 144K miles .................................$26,900
2019 CHEVROLET COLORADO CREW CAB 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 88K miles, ex. cond. ....................................$24,900
2018 CHEVROLET 2500 HD CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, 6.0 V-8, auto., ldd., white, 203K miles ..............................................$19,500
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ..........................................$26,900
2006 GMC 7500 SERIES DUMP TRUCK, Cat dsl., Allison, only 77K miles, knuckle boom ............................... FOR JUST $29,500
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, ldd w/accessories, only 45K miles
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $49,500 $44,500
1999 DODGE RAM 3500 QUAD CAB DUALLY 4X4, Cummins diesel, 5-spd., ldd., 177K miles ...........................................$24,900

Great Financing Rates Now Available

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2024 FORD EXPEDITION XLT AWD, ldd w/options, white, like new condition, only 6K miles ..............................................$49,500
2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AWD “HYBRID,” ldd w/options, charcoal 52K miles, like new, over 35mpg .. SPECIAL $27,900 $25,900
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles ................$19,900
2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUV,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp ...........................................................$24,900
2020 CADILLAC XT4 SPORT AWD, 2.0 liter, auto., ldd., pearl white, only 58K miles ............................ SPECIAL $29,500 $27,500
2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 94K miles ...............................................................................$19,500
2019 FORD TAURUS AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 V-6, auto, ldd, maroon, 143K miles ..........................................$8,995
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 131K miles ....................................... SPECIAL $17,900 $15,900
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., white, local 1 owner, 117K miles, ex. cond. ...............$18,900
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., ldd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp ................. $18,900
2018 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED AWD V-6, auto., ldd, white, 89K miles, very nice .............................................................$16,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR HARD TOP 4X4, “Willy’s” pkg., V-6, auto., ldd, charcoal, only 88K miles ...........................$19,900
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT PREMIUM PKG. AWD,  3.5 V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 120K miles ............................................$13,900
2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE AWD, 2.4 liter 4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, 77K miles ........................................................$10,900
2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT 4-DR 4X4, 4.0 V-6, auto., ldd., one owner, only 102K miles ..................................................... $9,900
2004 FORD EXCURSION LIMITED 4X4, 6.0 dsl., auto., ldd., black, mint one-owner, 79K miles ..........................................$47,500

Santa Letter 
Arrived Late

A letter written to Santa was 
delayed getting to the North 
Pole. 

The letter stated the fol-
lowing:

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good boy this year. 

I would like a bunch of toys, es-
pecially monster trucks! Please 
bring my brother and sister 
something fun, too!

Love,
Colson
Tiny Tots

Warrior Road


