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Health Department Confirms Rabies in Circleville, Issues Information on Protecting Pets, Self

By Stephen Smoot

Last week, according to Brooke Hott from
the Pendleton County Health Department, a
Circleville resident noticed a raccoon behav-
ing oddly on his porch, “staggering” strangely.
Just as with a rabid dog famously depicted in
the novel “To Kill a Mockingbird,” the raccoon
moved with a strange and almost drunken
stagger, typical of animals with that deadly
and dangerous disease.

Hott stated that the resident acted properly
when confronting a feral animal with obvious
symptoms of rabies. “Staggering is a common
symptom,” she noted. The resident dispatched
the animal and notified his local veterinarian.
That starts the process overseen by county
health departments as they work to keep both
human beings and their beloved pets or work-
ing animals free from the ravages of rabies.

A specific protocol governs instances of
rabies. As Hott explained, the veterinarian
will submit samples from the animal. “They
send it off to Charleston where the rabies lab
is to test the brain.” Also “we get the call from
the veterinarian about a cat dog, raccoon or
any other animal suspected of carrying the
disease.”

After two or three days, Hott related, the
health department receives the call from the
Charleston laboratory to get the results of the
test. Immediately, the person who submitted
the animal will also receive word from the
health department about the results, should
they return as positive that the creature had
the disease.

Hott related that this makes the fifth ani-
mal found in the past 12 months. Four were
reported and confirmed last year, the first ap-
pearing in February. Hott remarked that “it’s
an off time to have it, in the cold weather, but
you always have to be aware. You never know.”

One of the more recent tasks involved in
tabulating rabies lies in gathering and report-

ing to the state a precise GPS location of where
the rabid animal was found. Health depart-
ment officials perform this work.

Hott took the opportunity to remind animal
owners of the best way to protect them from
rabies in the first place, following the recom-
mended vaccination regimen. Pets should
receive their first vaccination within three
months of birth, a booster after a year, then
booster shots every three years.

She added that the best way that people
can protect themselves lies in following a
good piece of advice, “If you don’t know who
the animal is, leave it alone.” Many do not
understand the broad spectrum of animals
who might carry rabies. She stated that last
year they confirmed rabies in a beaver. “That
was my first time finding a beaver with it in
my 13 years here,” Hott remarked.

Bats, very common in areas of Pendleton
County with cave systems, are one of the most
common carriers of rabies.

“No exposure to people or animals is a perfect
case,” Hott shared, talking about when a rabid
animal is found, but has not come into contact
with people or pets.

If a human has direct contact with a rabid
animal in such a way that may transmit the
disease, he or she must take a post exposure
prophylactic shot. While highly unpleasant,
the pain is significantly better than what hap-
pens as the virus runs its course.

“Rabies virus gets into your body when
the saliva . . . of an infected animal gets into
an open wound (usually from a bit states
the Cleveland Clinic). The next part is what
should give pause, “it moves very slowly along
your central nervous system. When it reaches
your brain, the damage causes neurological
symptoms. From there, rabies leads to coma
and death.”

The Centers for Disease Control reports
that “the incubation period may last for weeks
to months.” Once it sets in, people may feel

A resident in Circleville reported the fifth rabid
wild animal in the county in the past 12 months.
Photo courtesy of the Monongalia County Health
Department.
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weakness, discomfort, or headache, along with
irritation at the bite location.

As the virus breaks down the brain and
spinal cord, symptoms may include anxiety,
confusion, agitation, delirium, hallucinations,
acute fear of water, hypersalivation, seizures,
and more

Pets that have had their booster shots, yet
still come into contact with an infected animal,
must receive a booster, then go into a 45-day
quarantine period, at the end of which the
Health Department will call to give the “all
clear.”

Owners of animals who have gone too long
since a rabies shot, or who never had one, have
two options if they come into contact with a
rabid creature. The first lies in euthanizing it
before the virus can infect the pet or working
animal.

Other owners may choose a specialized six
month quarantine. This requires a double pen
system where the animal resides in, and does
not leave for six months, a primary pen. A sec-
ond enclosure also surrounds the area where
the human may feed or water the animal.

“It’s probably like agony,” stated Hott, be-
cause the animal cannot leave the primary
enclosure for any reason until the health
department gives notice. It can have no direct
contact with any other animal, including its
owner. That quarantine protocol will take six
months and, again, the health department will
call when the quarantine period has passed.

Of course, by keeping up with ones’ animals’
rabies vaccination schedule and following the
rules when rabies is suspected or encountered,
Hott says, “This protects you from getting it
too.”

County School Systems Share Their
Needs for the 2026 State Legislature

teenage em-
ployment, or
general inter-
actions. This
also includes
practical
planning for
a productive
adult future.
Such “soft
skills” have
grown absent
in younger

By Stephen Smoot

With 13 school systems fac-
ing serious financial problems,
a group of superintendents
statewide created a proposal
for the State Legislature to
consider

These proposals center
around the concept of the
“West Virginia Portrait of a
Graduate,” which reflects the
vision of Charleston-based

Education Alliance. This or- generations.

ganization is composed of the Addition-
business community and other  ally, the “Por-
stakeholders who have, since trait” lays

1983, contributed to public
education policy discussions
and debates. Its board and
executive committee includes
officials from around the state,
such as Mallie Combs, Hardy
County Rural Development

out the goal
of improving
education for
the student
to help him
or her reach
full potential.

Superintendent Nicole Hevener and her colleagues
statewide seek more flexibility in school governance.

comparison to a public school
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To Be Covered by Board of Education

By Stephen Smoot

The Pendleton County Board of Education
held its first meeting of 2026, which was a
special legally required meeting to discuss the
2026 and 2027 school year calendar.

After a brief presentation came, the official
second meeting of 2026 for the group. J. D.
Wilkins, board president, gave the invocation,
praying, “We ask for Your blessings for all.”

First, the board approved recent resigna-
tions of personnel, including two coaches, Jer-
emy Bodkin and Chris Wilburn, at Pendleton
County Middle/High School. Additionally, it
approved naming former Wildcat standout
Clayton Kisamore as an unpaid coach, pending
him receiving certification.

J. P. Mowery, Pendleton County Schools
treasurer, provided the report on budget and
finances. He opened by sharing the closing cash
balance for December 2025 was $3,164,654.73.
Then he pointed out the difference between that
and the ending balance from December 2024,
which was $2,747,609.00.

Mowery stated that board members should
not expect necessarily that the accounts’ bal-
ance would remain that far above the previous
year, but said, “It’s a good sign that we are
holding our own on cash flow.”

Not every county has created for itself the
same cushion. Delegate Pat McGeehan (R-Han-
cock) blasted his home county’s school system
for financial mismanagement last week. West
Virginia Metro News reports that the financial
position of 13 systems in the state have reach
precarious points, which has attracted the at-

tention of state officials.

Some of the expenses from December include
$852,905.86 in total payroll for the month. A
major recent expense lay in a series of what
Mowery called “service calls” for repairs of
different devices. “We pay a fair amount of
money for maintenance,” he stated, adding
that as the school system necessarily relies on
more electronic technology for security, com-
munication, and other needs, it means more
maintenance needs.

He also shared that PCS paid Lost River
Meat Company $8,855.23 for school lunch beef
and also stated that “we have to get a better
handle on energy.” Franklin Elementary School
in particular has seen problems with its heating
and cooling, leading to higher bills.

Mowery informed the board and Nicole
Hevener, superintendent, that Congress re-
newed the Secure Rural Funding program and
that the school system should receive their
check within 45 days. Congressional battles
kept the renewal on the backburner through
most of 2025, preventing payout. He added
that advocates are pushing Congress to make
the funding, which in some form or another
has been in place almost since the start of the
20th century, more permanent in terms of not
needing frequent renewals at least.

Next came a discussion of the bus fleet. Mow-
ery showed how strategically planning whether
to lease or purchase outright helps to put the
school system in a firmer financial position.
He then shared the status of a permanent im-
provement fund established several years ago.

Continued on Page 5

Association director, Michelle
Blatt, state superintendent of
schools, Gat Caperton, Morgan
County business owner, and
others.

“West Virginia Portrait of a
Graduate” combines two main
purposes. It seeks to “backfill”
for many students the kinds of
social and personal skillsets
once learned at home or from
extracurricular activities,
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Family Support

Center Sponsors

Activities

The Pendleton County
Strive to Thrive Family Sup-
port Center on Main Street
in Franklin is hosting the
following events.

*Saturday, 10 am. — A
Hotcake Hang Out and
Crafts with Tayna from
WIC. This event includes
pancakes with toppings, re-
freshments, crafts and fun.

*Jan. 22, 4 p.m. — Rooted
in Love Family Paint Night.
Paint a family tree with
one’s little and loved ones.
Light refreshments includ-
ed.

For more information, call
304-538-7711.

The superintendents re-
quested flexibility first in
educational pathways and
graduation requirements. To
the portion of State Code, 18-
2-6, that governs school stand-
ards, the proposal requested
that language be added to
that clause giving more deci-
sion-making power to county
boards, saying minimum re-
quirements for graduation
“may include course credits,
competency demonstrations,
and/or assessments as the
board determines necessary
to ensure that graduates are
prepared for postsecondary
education or gainful employ-
ment.” The document referred
to a series of classes required
by the State Legislature, in-
cluding a year of West Virginia
History, personal finance edu-
cation, civics, physical educa-
tion, and other mandates.

Another requested change
in state law was presented as
“flexibility in accepting trans-
ferred/transcribed grades from
other educational institu-
tions.” The proposed change
would give local boards deci-
sion-making power on whether
to accept a transcript as valid
or not.

A document presented as
evidence for the change has
raised controversy. The su-
perintendents shared what
they called an example of a
“homeschool transcript” in

transcript. Advocates of al-
ternative schooling, which in-
cludes homeschooling, such as
State Senator Patricia Rucker
(R-Jefferson) and Delegate
Kathie Crouse (R-Putnam)
have blasted the presented
document as an outlier and
not representative of what
parents who homeschool typi-
cally produce.

Another proposed change
involved expanding the idea of
tailoring a West Virginia high
school diploma more to the
student’s experience. It advo-
cated “creating a two diploma
system allowing students to
pursue opportunities in credits
related to their chosen path-
way,” whether that choice lay
in pursuing a traditional or a
career and technical education
(trades) pathway.

It also argued that any con-
ferred degree “regardless of
educational choice” would “re-
quire a digital portfolio of stu-
dents’ learning experiences.”

Next, the proposal requested
Legislative relief from some of
along list of required trainings
required by state law. These
join those required by the fed-
eral government and also the
West Virginia State Board of
Education. These address a
full range of possible issues
that could be encountered in
the school system and include
for all employees trainings on

Continued on Page 6

Pendleton and Hardy County
Commeissioners Share What They
Need in the Next Legislative Session

By Stephen Smoot

The West Virginia State Legislature con-
venes this week for its annual regular 90 day
session. Although both chambers, the majority
party, state officials, and individual legislators
all have agendas to bring forward and work
upon, local government officials want to make
sure that their needs are recognized as well.

Pendleton and Hardy counties both rely on
the same watershed, contend with the same
ridges and mountains, have agricultural econo-
mies that deal with the same i1ssues, and both
have many of the same challenges of rural
counties, including challenges with keeping
volunteer first responder organizations operat-
ing at full potential.

Steven Schetrom, Hardy County Commission
president, expressed an important concern re-
garding the South Branch Day Report Center
and laid blame with Senate Bill 128, passed
last session.

The bill itself related to ordering courts to pay
for various services at the Medicaid rates, but
triggered significant problems with Day Report
Centers statewide receiving what they need.

Schetrom provided an analysis of the impact,
which reads “SB 128 disrupted the payments
and the invoicing we had in place for services
and testing we provide for DoHS (West Virginia
Department of Human Services, formerly part
of WV DHHR)”

No Day Report Center has “received a pay-
ment for invoiced services since July.” The last
payment arrived at about the point that SB 128
took effect on July 11 of last year. Problems

have come in the state not issuing payments
due to Day Report Centers around the state
struggling to adjust to a new system. “We have
adjusted our invoicing to the standard only to
have it returned to us in the mail and then have
to resubmit,” Schetrom said.

One of the key points of accountability for
Day Report lies in regular testing, since the
vast majority come to the program with a drug
problem. Testing utilized prior was billed by
Day Report at a rate of “$220 per test with
$100 going to lab fees and we did a significant
number of them monthly.” Currently “the de-
partment now only wants to pay $12.40 for a
visual confirmation Urine test. That’s it.”

Testing billing, according to the analysis pro-
vided by Schetrom, has always been more than
for services, approximately $10,000 to $12,000
per month for the latter, $60 to $70,000 per
month for testing.

Because of the discrepancies between what
DoHS wants to fund and the operating costs
surrounding drug testing “it may come to a
point that testing for the department will
not be feasible.” Without the accountability
provided by testing, the mission of Day Report
may suffer.

Carl Hevener, Pendleton County Commission
president, blasted the state on rising expecta-
tions of local government. “They need to cut
down on unfunded state mandates.” He and
fellow commissioner and former state USDA
official Roger Dahmer explained that the state,
through the Legislature or other process, will
place requirements of counties to perform some

Continued on Page 8



Alfred Olen Armstrong

Alfred Olen Armstrong, 92,
of Doe Hill, Virginia, passed
away Jan. 7, 2026, at his home,
where he was born and raised.

He was born Oct. 19, 1933, a
son of the late William Mason
and Edna Frances (Stogdale)
Armstrong.

In 1954 Mr. Armstrong
joined the U.S. Army where
he served in Austria, Italy
and Germany, and was in the
reserves until 1962.

A man of many trades, he
traveled all over Virginia and
West Virginia shearing sheep
and roofing. He even won first
place in the statewide sheep
shearing contest and second
place in the National contest
in Chicago, Illinois.

Additionally, he served on
many county and civic organi-
zations throughout the years.

In the late evenings a per-
son would find him picking
his banjo or reading a book.
On weekends when he wasn’t
working on his farm, he would
be riding his horses in the
mountains. He was also proud
of his “coyote tree” where he
would display coyotes that
would no longer harm his
animals. He took great pride
in hosting Grandpa Jones from
HeeHaw during a turkey hunt
on Jack Mountain. Above all,
he enjoyed teaching his family
and friends how to work with
their hands.

On Aug. 24, 1957, he mar-
ried Shirley Ruth (Nichols)
Armstrong.

Together they had eight
children, Michael “Mike” Arm-
strong and wife, Georgeanne,
Kenneth Armstrong, Scotty
Armstrong and wife, Sherry,
and Penny Armstrong, all of
Doe Hill, Virginia, Pam Lassle
and husband, Dan of Terry,
Montana, Robin Gumm and
friend, Jim Hiner of Monterey,
Virginia, Becky Rexrode of
Verona, Virginia, and Larry
Armstrong of McDowell, Vir-
ginia; a brother, Joe Armstrong
of Bridgewater, Virginia; 15
grandchildren, Casey Thal-
er, Cody Armstrong, Kristen
King, Tracy Rhodes, Timmy
Armstrong, Nathan Lassle,
Jordan Lassle, Brad Gumm,
Lindsey Gumm, Tyler Rexrode,
Lucas Rexrode, Stephanie
Armstrong, Dillon Armstrong,
Bryan Armstrong, and Colby
Armstrong; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

He was also preceded in
death by a grandson, Michael
Robert Lassle; three sons-in-
law, Charles “Duke” Rexrode,
Darrell “Junior” Gumm, Jr.
and Steve Gallagher; and a
daughter-in-law, Joan “Joanie”
Heavenrich; a brother, William
“Bill” Armstong; a sister, Ethel
A. Garber; and sisters-in-law,
Shirley Armstrong and Betty
Armstrong.

A funeral service was held
Monday at Obaugh Funeral
Home in McDowell, Virginia,
with Rev. Andre Crummett
officiating. Burial followed in
Doe Hill Cemetery.

Pallbearers were his grand-
sons Casey Thaler, Brad
Gumm, Lucas Rexrode, Bryan
Armstrong, Timmy Armstrong,
Tyler Rexrode, Colby Arm-
strong, and Cayden Warner.

Memorial contributions may
be mailed to Doe Hill Cem-
etery, c/o Delbert Rexrode, 527
Windrush Lane, Doe Hill, VA
24433.

Condolences and memories
may be shared to the family at
www.obaughfuneralhome.com.

Reverend Judy
Richards Vetter

The Reverend Judy Richards
Vetter, 72, went to be with the
Lord on Jan. 8, 2026.

Her family, friends, and
church community thank God
for her life and the legacy of love
and faith she left behind.

She was born on June 25,
1953, in Baltimore, Maryland,
to the late Reverend William
E. Richards and Mary JoAnn
(McNemar) Richards.

Rev. Vetter graduated from
Franklin High School, earned
an undergraduate in educa-
tion from Ferrum College and
James Madison University in
Virginia, a masters in com-
munication from West Virginia
University, and a masters of di-
vinity from Eastern Mennonite
University.

She was a kindergarten
teacher at Brandywine El-
ementary and a birth-to-three
teacher for RESA VIII in the
Eastern Panhandle of West
Virginia as a first career. After
her 27-year career in public
education, she followed her call-
ing to join the ministry.

She served charges in Hardy,
Tyler, Hampshire, Wood, and
Pendleton counties. Her final
appointment, in Pendleton
County, brought her back to
one of her childhood homes
as she followed in her father’s
footsteps serving as the min-
ister of the South Fork charge
for Fairview Bethel, Francis
Asbury, and Riverside United
Methodist churches.

She enjoyed traveling, arts
and crafts, gardening, shop-
ping, and ice cream. She had
a great sense of humor and
loved to make those around
her laugh. She touched and
influenced the lives of many,
making countless friends along
the way.

She shepherded numerous
individuals in their personal
faith and helped them develop
their ministries to serve God
and their communities. She
had a heart for children, which
was demonstrated by her pas-
sion for her education career
and her focus on children’s
ministry within the United
Methodist Church, as well as
her loving care of her daughters
and grandchildren.

She was married to Charles
F. Burgoyne IT (1970-1980) and
Frank Vetter (1981-1997).

She was a loving and de-
voted mother to Stacey (Bur-
goyne) Funkhouser (husband,
Andy) and Holly (Burgoyne)
Branch (husband, Ron), who
she described as her greatest
accomplishments. She was
affectionately known as “Gram-
moo” to her grandchildren,
Justus Branch (Holly) and
Sophia, Heather, and Rachel
Funkhouser (Stacey). She was
the oldest sister to Jann Rich-
ards, Jill O'Regan, and Jinni
Richards, aunt to Will and
John Hardy and stepmother
to Michael and Steven Vetter.

She was also preceded in
death by her brother-in-law,
Jerry Hardy; and nephew,
John Hardy.

A celebration of life will be
held at a later date.

Services are to be determined
in the future as a celebration
of life.

Memorial donations may
be made to Hospice of the
Panhandle, one’s local Hospice
Care facility, or one may honor
her by taking the time to serve
those in need within one’s com-
munity.

Arrangements were made by
Brown Funeral Home.
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Carroll Charles Mitchell

Carroll Charles Mitchell,
89, of Doe Hill, Virginia,
passed away Jan. 6, 2026,
peacefully going home to be
with his Lord and Savior.

He was born June 19, 1936,
in Mitchell, the son of the late
Pierce Emmanuel and Verna
Mae (Pitsenbarger) Mitchell.

A devoted steward of the
land, Mr. Mitchell found deep
purpose and joy in farming.
He cared for sheep and cat-
tle and took great pride in
responsibly tending the land.
His love for the outdoors
extended beyond the farm;
he especially enjoyed deer
hunting and eagerly awaited
mushroom season, often shar-
ing stories and adventures
from the woods with friends
and family.

Family was at the heart
of his life. A person could
often find him at his grand-
children’s ball games, live-
stock shows, and community
events, quietly cheering them
on with pride. He treasured
time spent with family and
enjoyed visiting with old
friends, content to talk about
the weather, farming, hunt-
ing trips, and the simple
rhythms of life. Known for his
sense of humor, he brought
warmth and laughter to those
around him.

He worked faithfully for
the Virginia Department of
Transportation for 39 years, a
career marked by dedication,
dependability, and pride in
serving his community.

A faithful member of St.
Paul Independent Lutheran
Church, his faith guided his
life and shaped the way he
served others.

He will be remembered for
his love of family, his strong
work ethic, his generosity
in sharing knowledge and
stories, and the quiet, steady
presence he offered to all who
knew him.

On Aug. 12, 1959, he was
united in marriage to Virginia
“Dottie” Dorothea Armstrong,
who survives. Together they
shared 66 years of marriage
rooted in faith, commitment,
love, and family.

Also surviving are three
daughters, Patricia Marshall
and husband, Wendell of
Franklin, Karen Mitchell
of Broadway, Virginia, and
Leslie Armstrong and hus-
band, Cole of Head Waters,
Virginia; a brother, Harald
Mitchell of Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia; sister, Thelma Fleisher
of Franklin; grandchildren,
Kimberly Zdan, Warren Mar-
shall, Lisa Neil, and Sydney,
Anna and Zach Armstrong;
and great-grandson, Carson
Neil.

A funeral was held Sun-
day at St. Paul Independ-
ent Lutheran Church with
Rev. Jerry Smith officiating.
Burial followed in St. Paul
Lutheran Church Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Warren
Marshall, Tracy Armstrong,
Cole Armstrong, Zach Arm-
strong, Justin Neil, Chris
Zdan, David Simmons and
Gary Simmons.

Memorial contributions
may be made to St. Paul In-
dependent Lutheran Church,
c/o Delbert Rexrode, 527 Win-
drush Lane, Doe Hill, VA
24433 or McDowell Volunteer
Fire Department, c/o Delbert
Rexrode, 527 Windrush Lane,
Doe Hill, VA 24433.

Condolences and memories
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.obaughfuneral
home.com.

Mary Doris
(Warner) Huffman

Mary Doris (Warner) Huff-
man, 86, of Franklin passed
away on Jan. 9, 2026, at her
home, surrounded by her fam-
ily.

She was born on Nov. 13,
1939, in Riverton, the daugh-
ter of the late Burke M. and
Ona S. (Bland) Warner.

Mrs. Huffman was a beloved
wife, mother and grandmother
(better known as Mommom),
and sister.

She attended Dolly School
House and Circleville High
School. She was a member of
Solomon’s Chapel Church in
Riverton.

She had worked as a teacher
for Head Start in Circleville.
She had also worked as a
nurse’s aide at local nursing
homes. Her greatest treas-
ure was being a homemaker,
where she devoted her time
to her grandchildren and in-
stilled a legacy of love and hard
work ethic.

She was famously known
as the “rattlesnake woman” of
North Mountain and proudly
wore her black hat with a
snake skin band and red lip-
stick. She carried many skills
and took pride in applying
them in skinning rattlesnakes,
cooking, canning, sewing, and
entertaining her family and
friends. She was passionate
about gardening, her flowers,
going ramp digging, picking
huckleberries on Spruce Knob,
and going shopping in town.

After high school, on Jan.
31, 1956, she married the love
of her life and her husband of
67 years, Richard D. Huffman,
who preceded her in death on
Jan. 12, 2023.

She leaves behind to cherish
her memory three daughters,
Sarah Taylor (Tommy) of
Statesville, North Carolina,
Sandie Smith (Danny) and
Susan Hedrick (Vanessa), all
of Franklin; six grandchil-
dren, Bryan Taylor (Ashley),
Megan Taylor, Breanna Hart-
man (Tim), Lacey Bowers
(Matthew), Samuel Ruddle
(Savanna) and Adam Ruddle
(Glenna Burns); five great-
grandchildren, Ethan Taylor,
Lucas Ruddle, Mason Ruddle,
Mavis Ruddle and Indie Hart-
man; siblings, Naomi Wheeler,
Lorene A. Warner, Guy and
Brenda Warner; and special
caregivers, Ivory and Chey-
enne Rader and Kathy Teter.

She was also preceded
in death by a sister, Dallas
Hundley; and two brothers-in-
law, Ed Hundley and James
Wheeler.

Funeral services were held
Sunday in the chapel of the
Basagic Funeral Home in
Franklin with Willard Huff-
man officiating. Interment was
at the Richard D. Huffman
Family Cemetery in Franklin.

Memorials may be made to
“the family” to assist in burial
expenses, c/o Basagic Funeral
Home, PO Box 215, Franklin,
WV 26807

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

Show Kids
You Care

“Welcome
their

suggestions.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in
Prevention Team and
Search Institute

Thomas E. Campbell

Thomas E. Campbell, 85,
of Franklin passed away
Jan. 9, 2026, at Sentara
RMH in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, with his loving family
by his side.

Born in Owosso, Michi-
gan, to the late Earl An-
drew Campbell and Evelyn
Mae Wiers Campbell on
the Fourth of July 1940, he
came into the world with
fireworks. He joined his
older sister, Barbara, who
remembers him as such a
sweet boy — forever recruit-
ing her to play softball with
the neighborhood kids.

Mr. Campbell worked at
the local golf course in town
and found his passion for golf
that would last a lifetime.

After graduation and a
year of college, he joined
the Air Force to pursue his
interest in aviation — an-
other passion that would
last a lifetime. The military
shaped much of his life, and
it was through it that he met
his future wife, Jerri Lee. It
didn’t take long before their
family expanded to include
four children.

Moving often for his ca-
reer, he made many friends
along the way. He became a
part of every community he
lived in — whether through
his children’s activities, his
work, or simply being a de-
voted husband. Somehow, he
always found time for a good
round of golf. And through it
all, he left a mark on every-
one he met.

He and his wife eventually
made their way to West Vir-
ginia, a place they would call
home for 30 wonderful years
together. There, they found
a warm and welcoming com-
munity that embraced them,
and it became a favorite
place for many of his grand-
children to visit. As a bonus,
a beautiful golf course was
built in Franklin where he
made so many great friend-
ships which were a source of
comfort and companionship
after losing his wife of 61

years.

In addition to his military
missions as a pilot with the
Air Force, he worked with
the forestry service in Flori-
da as a fire detection spotter
and monitored and counted
eagles and other endangered
bird species. He and his wife
co-owned a pet shop, The
World of Pets, and he worked
at Bowman’s Store.

He enjoyed gardening and
designed his own gas-pow-
ered bicycle. After a coop-
erage tutelage with Tyson
Propst, he traveled to jur-
ied art shows and festivals
demonstrating his passion
for crafting staved wooden
containers.

As the years went on, he
remained a steady presence
in the lives of his family and
friends. He faced life’s chal-
lenges with quiet strength.

His legacy is not only in
the life he built with his
family, but in the countless
relationships he nurtured
along the way. He showed
that a life well-lived is meas-
ured not just by accomplish-
ments, but by the love and
care given to others. Though
he will be deeply missed, his
spirit lives on in the family
he cherished, the friendships
he cultivated, and the memo-
ries that will continue to
bring smiles and comfort for
generations to come.

His wife of 61 years, Jerri
Lee Childers Campbell, pre-
ceded him in death.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Rebecca Dugan (Keith)
of Hollywood, Maryland, and
Regina Watson of Franklin;
two sons, Thomas E. Camp-
bell IT (Gina) of Panama
Beach, Florida, and John
Mansfield Campbell (Kim-
berly) of Merritt Island,
Florida, a sister, Barbara
Arnold (Jonathan) of Athens,
Georgia; nine grandchildren,
Lauren Glass (Davis), Emily
Campbell, Hannah Camp-
bell, Brianna Nash (Zach-
ary), Jessica Boyd (Gareth),
Mary Laviolette (Caleb),
Shane Dugan, John Camp-
bell (Amanda), and Macken-
zie Smith (Cody); and eight
great-grandchildren, Juni-
per Glass, Connor and Made-
leine Nash, Eden, Avner and
Theodore Boyd, and Elijah
and Azaria Campbell

He was also preceded
in death by a son-in-law,
George Thomas Watson.

A memorial service was
held Wednesday at the Kim-
ble Funeral Home in Frank-
lin with Pastor Michael Lou-
dermilk officiating.

Online condolences and
memories may be shared at
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

health and welfare.

provision of services.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF FRANKLIN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

The West Virginia Community Development Block
Grant program provides funding for projects that
improve communities where lower income people live.
Program objectives include supporting local efforts to:
1) provide affordable water and sewer systems that
affect environmental quality, public health, or economic
development and 2) help lower income people to achieve
an improved quality of life by increasing access to
community facilities, services, and housing. The state
will grant funds to local governments whose projects 1)
benefit low and moderate-income people, 2) aid in the
prevention or elimination of slums or blight, or 3) meet
an urgent need that poses an immediate threat to public

The Town of Franklin is considering applying to the
West Virginia Community Development Block Grant
Program. The purpose of this meeting is to obtain
citizen input, comments, or opinions related to activities
that the Town should include in an application seeking
PY2025 State/HUD Community Development Grant
funding for a planning grant for sewer plant upgrades.

A public meeting will be held on January 30, 2026, at
3:00 p.m. in the Town Office meeting room located at
305 North High Street, Franklin, WV. All residents of
the community are invited to attend the meeting and
to comment on community development and housing
needs. The Region 8 PDC will use comments to prepare
a Regional Development Plan that the community has
previously used to meet federal planning requirements.

“It is a policy of all of the above agencies not to
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identifi-
cation, religion, age, familial status and
handicapped status in employment or the

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY




Deborah Lee
Pope Horst

Deborah Lee Pope Horst,
75, of Brandywine passed
away peacefully on Jan. 10,
2026, surrounded by family
and loved ones at Blue Ridge
Nursing and Rehabilitation
in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

She was born on Dec. 18,
1950, in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, at Rockingham Memo-
rial Hospital, to the late Iris
L. Pope (Mitchell) and Bobbie
L. Pope.

From an early age, Mrs.
Horst was known for her
determination, kindness and
integrity — qualities that re-
mained with her throughout
her life.

She graduated in 1968
from Franklin High School
and later from Denard’s
Beauty College, beginning
a life marked by creativ-
ity, dedication, and service
to others. She was deeply
involved in her community,
serving as fiscal officer and
treasurer of the Fort Seybert
Heritage Education Associa-
tion, an organization dedicat-
ed to preserving the heritage
of Pendleton County. She
was also a faithful member
of Faith Lutheran Church in
Franklin.

She and her beloved hus-
band, Enos, owned and op-
erated multiple businesses
during the years, always
with a strong commitment to
supporting their community
— something that mattered
deeply to them both. To-
gether, they established and
managed businesses in Bran-
dywine and Franklin, as well
as Harrisonburg, Virginia,
operating D&E Home Store,
which specialized in gifts and
collectibles. They also owned
and oversaw Lone Pine Lodg-
ing, which grew during the
years as they purchased,
renovated, and offered homes
as rentals.

She was an experienced
and versatile businesswoman
who also worked as a beauti-
cian and served as a wedding
planner and coordinator. In
every role she held, her crea-
tivity, attention to detail, and
genuine care for others shone
through. Anyone who called

on her and her husband knew
they could count on them for
help at any time. Wherever
she was, her husband was
never far behind; they were
truly a match made for one
another and shared a deep
and abiding love.

Above all else, she was
devoted to her family. She
especially enjoyed traveling,
most notably to Gatlinburg,
Tennessee, and cherished
time spent with her grand-
children and family.

In her later years, she faced
Parkinson’s disease with
strength, grace and unwaver-
ing determination. She never
gave up, always pushing
forward and fighting until
she could no longer, leaving a
lasting impression on all who
knew her.

Her legacy lives on through
her family, her values, her
dedication to her community,
and the countless lives she
touched. She will be remem-
bered for her kindness, her
strong work ethic and her
unwavering love for all those
around her.

On Aug. 6, 1975, she mar-
ried Enos Heatwole Horst
at Muhlenberg Lutheran
Church in Harrisonburg,
Virginia.

She was preceded in death
by her beloved husband,
Enos Horst (Nov. 21, 1943 -
March 10, 2025), and her first
husband, Luther “Randy”
Randolph Thompson (Sept.
19, 1940 — April 13, 1972).

Surviving are a son, Randy
Thompson Horst of Bridge-
water, Virginia; former
daughter-in-law, Terri M.
Horst of Penn Laird, Vir-
ginia; a stepson, Randall
Lynn Horst (Delia) of Grot-
toes, Virginia; a stepdaugh-
ter, Sandra “Sam” Baker
of Bridgewater, Virginia;
beloved grandchildren, Chloe
Horst, who was her caregiver
in recent years, Brandon
Horst, Becca Horst, Cory
Madison and Trip Madison;
cherished great-grandchil-
dren, Everly Madison and
Margery Madison; and a
number of loving nieces and
nephews.

She was also preceded in
death by brothers, Daniel
“Dan” Pope, Richard “Rick”
Pope and Randy “Bobby”
Pope.

The family will receive
friends from 6 —9 p.m. Friday
at Kimble Funeral Home in
Franklin. A graveside service
will be held at 1 p.m. Satur-
day at Pine Hill Cemetery
in Brandywine with Reuben
Horst officiating.

Memorials may be made
to a charity of the donor’s
choice.

Online condolences and
memories may be shared at
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

HARTMAN'S SERVICE STATION

502 Lee Ave * FRANKLIN, WV 26807
304-358-2574

© Redmax

Chain Saws ¢ Trimmers
Bars ¢ Chains ¢ Oil
Trimmer Line ¢ Blowers

Been in Business over 5o Years!

STATE INSPECTIONS
OIL CHANGE ~ GREASE JOBS
SELL NEW TIRES ~ BATTERIES
AC WORK ~ BRAKES
ROTORS ~ TIE RODS
SCANNER HOOKUP DIAGNOSIS

GET Your VEHICLE CHECKED OuT ToDAY.

Lawrence “Larry” Pope

Lawrence “Larry” Pope, 88,
was born on May 12, 1937, in
Washington, DC, to the late
Otis A. and Ruby (Trail) Pope
and passed away peacefully
on December 30, 2025, in Ty-
ler, Texas.

Mr. Pope graduated from
Washington and Lee High
School in Arlington, Virginia.
He went to West Virginia
University where he met his
future wife in the choir. He
graduated with a degree in
agricultural science. He went
on to get his master’s degree
in experimental statistics.

He wanted to follow in his
father’s, Otis A. Pope, PhD,
footsteps so he also went to
work with the United States
Department of Agriculture.
He was drafted into the U.S.
Army, and after two years of
active duty he returned to the
USDA.

His career filled his life
with wonderful friends and
co-workers. After his retire-
ment, he went to work with
USAID teaching statistics in
crop sampling and forecast-
ing in Egypt and Morocco. He
was an active member of the
USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service. He loved to
teach. He enjoyed “moonlight-
ing” as an adjunct professor
at several colleges, includ-
ing FTU/UCF in Orlando,
Florida.

He and his wife, Sandra,
spent their summers in Fort
Seybert.

He was a member of Living
Faith Church in Franklin and
was active with the Fort Sey-
bert Heritage Education As-
sociation. He also assisted his
wife with the Cemetery Iden-
tification and Preservation

SUGAR GROVE BUILDERS
Sugar Grove, WV

*Roofing

*Garages
Jeremy Swartzentruber

304-249-1584

WV 060843

Did you know...

January Is Cervical Cancer
Awareness Month!

eCervical cancer is a disease in which cells in the cervix grow out of control.
eEach year 13,000 women in the U.S. will get cervical cancer, over 4,000 will die.
|t occurs most often in women over age 30.
*HPV causes cervical cancer.

eAny type of sexual contact transfers HPV.
eThe HPV vaccination is recommended for girls and boys ages 11-26.
eAll women should begin cervical cancer screening starting at age 21.
eCervical cancer is the most preventable cancer.

Talk to your provider about getting screening done!
*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

PENDLETON
Community Care, Inc.

Franklin (304)358-2355 ¢ Riverton (304)567-2101
Harman (304)227-4134
www.pccnfc.org

Project in Pendleton County
and her books on the Pope and
Cowger Genealogies.

In 2019 they moved to
Texas full time. He was a
member of Green Acres Bap-
tist Church in Tyler, Texas.
He enjoyed singing in the
choir and attending their
senior Sunday School classes.

His wife, Sandra Pope, pre-
ceded him in death.

Left to cherish his memory
are his son, Steven Pope and
wife, Leigh of Ohio; daughter,
Cynthia Adams and husband,
Kenneth of Frankston, Texas;
a son, Christopher Pope and
wife, Becky of New Zealand;
a sister, Janet Emerson and
husband, Derrel of Georgia;
sisters-in-law, Sally Niezgoda
and husband, Gary of West
Virginia, and Bonnie Snyder
Earp of Virginia; grandchil-
dren, Rachael, Lianna, Em-
ma-Leigh, Catherine, Marian,
Taylor, Kennie, Zachery, Bri-
anna, and Caleb; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

He was also preceded in
death by a sister, Irene Pope
Michael.

In keeping with his wishes,
no services will be held.

Rather than customary con-
dolences, the family requests
donations be made to the
Wounded Warrior Project at
www.woundedwarriorproject.
org. If one would like to reach
out to the family, please con-
tact the funeral home.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to Autry Funeral
Home in Frankston, Texas.

MENU
Pendieton

Senior & Family
Services

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
Meatloaf
Scalloped Potatoes
Collard Greens
Mandarin Oranges
Brownie w/lce Cream
MoNDAY, JANUARY 19

Wouillbe

(W0of) v

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
Beef BBQ w/Cheese
on a Bun
Baked Beans, Slaw
Fruit Cocktail
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
Beans w/Cornbread
Cabbage
Stewed Tomatoes
Peaches
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
Grilled Chicken Salad
French Fries
Yogurt w/Berries & Granola

'DAY

Meal times are from 11:45
to 12:45. All meals served
with 2% milk & a bread.
Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first.
Menus are subject to change.

304-358-2421

Worth Miller

Worth Miller, 75, of Cab-
ins passed away on Jan. 8,
2026 at his home.

He was born on Dec. 15,
1950, in Seneca Rocks and
was a son of the late Denton
Miller and Chloe B. (Lough)
Miller.

Mr. Miller was an em-
ployee for Greer Limestone
Company for 33 years and
also worked for 13 years on
the late Doan Harman farm.

His wife of 49 years, Patty
Sue (White) Miller, sur-
vives.

Also surviving are a son,
Shaylon W. Miller (Rob-
in) of Cabins; a daugh-
ter, Chlorenda M. Booth
(Brian) of Petersburg; two

grandchildren, Caleb Ar-
baugh and Kaitlin Booth;
a step-granddaughter,
Michelle Wolfe; two step-
great-grandchildren, Dani-
ca Wolfe and Delanie Wolfe;
two sisters, Josie Champ
(Dayton) of Lahmansville
and Velma Bland of Seneca
Rocks; a brother, Truman
Miller (Connie) of Seneca
Rocks; three sisters-in-law,
Mary Ann Miller, Nouvelle
Helmick and Wyoma Ore-
baugh; four brothers-in-law,
Earl Sites, Golden Helmick,
Carlton White and Larry
White; and several nieces
and nephews.

He was also preceded in
death by five sisters, Infant
JoAnn Miller, Mae Sites,
Joy Rao, Pauline Phares
and Sweetie Vance; four
brothers, Gene Miller, Dew-
ey Miller, Roosevelt Miller
and Johnie Denton Miller;
two sisters-in-law; and four
brothers-in-law.

A funeral service was held
Tuesday at the Schaeffer
Funeral Home in Peters-
burg with Pastor Lynn Dur-
bin officiating. Interment
was private at the Miller
Family Cemetery in Seneca
Rocks.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the fam-
ily, c/o Patty S. Miller, 175
Miller Lane, Cabins, WV
26855.

. ik

Over 25 Years Experience

Autobody Repair
and Painting

COUNTRY RBADS 105 Arlie Lane, Brandywine
(near Intersection of Rt. 33 & Sweedlin Valley Rd.)

304-249-2109
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. -
Garrett Aumann, Owner

S p.m.

Allinsurances accepted

Doug Richmond, PS

Land Surveyor
40 years of experience

in large and small projects
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S
Head Waters, VA 24442

Home 540-396-4862 - Cell 540-373-4045

Jim Crites
Sales & Service

on all makes of Vacuum Cleaners
Specializing in
Electrolux and Rainbow Vacuums
3 Spruce Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847
or drop off at Country Cars & Trucks
304-257-8540 e jimcrites@hotmail.com

TOP NOTCH TREE SERVICE

Locally Owned w/20+ Years Experience

Tree Removal is not a hobby
It’s our full-time business!

SPECIALIZING IN -" FuLLy INsurep w/°2 MiLuion PLus

eTREE REMOVAL/PRUNING
eBRrusH CLEARING LAND CLEARING
e24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

Free Estimates! ¢ Call Justin Will at 540-474-2222

Don’t Be Left Out in the Cold.

WE OFFeR A LARGE SELECTION OF
DRYSHOD

&

WORKWEAR 1915
The Berne

Difference

llIS"
Quality At A
Better Price!

WATERPROOF FOOTWEAR

®

- EST. 1932-

WOLVERINE %>

WorkeHuntingeHiking

EJ Wheeler Hardware

eBest Products eBest Service eBest Prices
Main St., Franklin — 304-358-2303

Mon-Fri 7-5¢ Sat 7-3:30

www.bowmans.doitbest.com

BI
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30 Years Ago
Week of January 11, 1996

Pendleton Still
Digging Out
Of Great Snow Storm

COUNTY ACTIVITY
SHUT DOWN BY
25 TO 35 INCH
SNOW STORM

BULLETIN!!!

Blowing snow and heavy
snowfall have created white-
out conditions on U.S. 33
on Allegheny Mountain
west of Seneca Rocks at
the Randolph-Pendleton
County line as of Wednesday
morning. Visibility is reduced
to zero percent in these
conditions and travel is not
recommended according to
First Sergeant Rick Gillespie.
Additional heavy snow fall
is occurring. Department
of Highway crews are on
the scene and have plows,
graders and snow blowers
available, but the visibility is
a major safety hazard.

They call it the blizzard of
“96. Some say it’s the biggest
snow storm in 70 years.
Others call it the storm of
the century.

Call it what you like, but
it hit Pendleton County
Saturday night and by
Sunday morning it had
dumped 25 and 35 inches
of snow on the County of
Pendleton. Another six to
10 inches fell Sunday and
Sunday night.

It was pretty much like that
throughout West Virginia,
except for some counties such
as Pocahontas and Randolph
which had as much as 40
inches.

The Governor of West
Virginia declared the winter
snowstorm a state emergency
and ordered the cessation of
all travel on West Virginia
highways except emergency
travel of a necessary nature.

Gene Scott Hammer,
observer for the U.S. Weather
Bureau, said we not only have
had a lot of snow in Pendleton
County, we also have had
unseasonably cold weather.
He said the temperature
fell to three degrees early
Tuesday morning and that
he had recorded readings
recently of five, seven and
nine degrees.

The unusually heavy
snowfall, which covered the
eastern seaboard from the
Carolinas to the New England
states, was caused by moist
air coming up from the Gulf
of Mexico and colliding with a
cold front coming down from
the northwest.

Pendleton No Longer
To Be State’s Only
County Without
A Stop Light

Pendleton County soon
will lose the distinction of
being the only county in West
Virginia not to have a stop
light.

The Mayor announced at
the January 2 meeting of the
Franklin Town Council that
Franklin now qualifies for a
stop light at the intersection
of Routes 33 and 220 at the
Main Street Chevron corner.

The estimated time for
installation is nine months
to one year.

American Agriculture
Could Feed the
Hungry of the World

By: Stewart Treulsen

There’s hardly anyone who
doesn’t put on a pound or
two in the period between
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Unlike the pilgrims who were
thankful for having enough
to eat, Americans today are
more concerned about having
too much to eat, especially
during the holiday season.

What do we know about
famine? Nothing really.
But an Illinois state
representative is proposing
that students in his state be
required to learn about the
Irish potato famine of 1845-
1850.

The Irish potato famine is
acknowledged to be the most
important event in Irish
history. Ireland lost one-
fourth of its population. More
than a million people died and
another million emigrated
to escape starvation. The
disaster had long-lasting
effects. It fueled Irish
nationalism and resentment
of the ruling British which
continues today.

Nothing like the Irish
potato famine could happen
here, we think, and it
probably won’t as long as
we safeguard American
agriculture. We need to pay
attention to the concerns of
farmers and ranchers. We
need to invest in agricultural
research to feed a growing
world population. Above all,
we should be ever thankful
for the food on our plate.

40 Years Ago
Week of January 16, 1986

Senator Byrd Promotes
The Clean Coal
Technology Program

A joint U. S.—Canadian
recommendation proposing
the use of clean coal
technologies to control acid
rain, is a “realistic and
reasonable” approach to the
problem, according to U.
S. Senator Robert C. Byrd,
D.-W. Va.

Byrd, the architect of
the Clean Coal Technology
Program in Congress, said
he was “delighted” that the
hand-picked representatives
of President Reagan and
Canadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney recently
recommended the same
solution he has been
advocating for the past
several years.

DAHMER

The Audobon Society
Christmas bird count was
held in the Franklin area
December 29. The total
number of bird species count
was higher than last year
according to a news release
by Carolyn Ruddle. Why,
the common little chickadee
numbers are so scarce this
year is not known. But, it is
nice to know that Lorraine
Harper was able to take part

Blauch
Brothers, inc.

NOW SERVING

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

“Enriching Lives”

@ Leak Repair

@ Toilet Repair and Installation

@ Sink Repair and Installation

@ Faucet Repair and Installation

@ Hot Water Jetting and Drain Cleaning
@ Water Heater Repair and Installation

@ Sewer Line Camera Analysis
@ Trenchless Replacement

Commetcial & Residential Plumbing Services

@ Garbage Disposal Repair and Installation ¥ Emergency Plumbing Repair

PENDLETON COUNTY

@ Cast Iron Pipe Repair System
@ Outdoor Hydrant Installation
@ Home Re-Piping

@ Pressure Tanks

@ Gas Line Installation

@ Water Softening Systems

@ Sump Pump Repair and Installation|
¥ Frozen Pipes

www.blauchbrothers.com

Harrisonburg Office (Headquarters)
911 Chicago Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

[540] 434-2589
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TIMES PAST

in the bird count.

Local names for the winter
birds by various people
are many. The late John
Dahmer when a boy knew the
chickadee as the little bird,
knee deep. When it uttered
these notes there was to be a
deep snow.

The late Columbia Rader’s
name for the flicker was the
yellow hammer.

Uncle Bud Dahmer called
the red-bellied woodpecker,
“Chunkie Cheater” because of
the notes that it utters.

The late Estella Dahmer
called the titmouse the sugar
bird. The cardinal (red bird)
was the weather prophet
because of its song wet-cher
wet wet and pretty, pretty,
pretty. The school knew the
nuthatch as the dern little
sapsucker.

John Conrad of Fort
Seybert was of the opinion
the hoot owl would foretell
the weather. This depended
on what location the owl
hooting came from, whether
it was for colder or warmer
weather.

The late Alston Propst
knew the pileated woodpecker
by the name wood-cock, etc.

This story originated
probably before the Civil
War. One day Jacob Propst
came rushing into his home
for his gun to shoot a bird that
was making fun of him.

Now, Jacob and his wife,
Matilda Bowers Propst, often
spoke in the Dutch dialect.
This bird, was the blue jay
whose notes would also be in
Dutch. In English it would
mean straggly Jacob, straggly
Jacob.

50 Years Ago
Week of January 15, 1976

Tips on Grocery Buying

To help you save money at
a grocery store, Dottie Deal
County Home Demonstration
Agent, lists the following
suggestions:

—Watch for newspaper and
store ads and coupons. Take
advantage of these, but be
sure your family will use a
“bargain.” If they won’t, it’s
no saving.

—Plan ahead main foods
you will cook for the next
several days. Are there items
on sale this week you can
use? Using coupons and
newspaper ads may make
planning ahead easier. Check
how much storage space
you have for groceries. And
remember to plan around
leftovers.

—Make a list. Add items
as you discover you need
them during the week and
finish writing the list before
you go shopping. Stick to the
list. Don’t be tempted to buy
things you had not planned
on getting, unless you find
less expensive substitutes for
listed items.

—Do most of your shopping
once a week. If possible, try to
buy most of your groceries at
one time. You'll save gasoline
and time, and not spend as
much money on “extras.”

—Shop by yourself. Go
without friends, so you won’t
be led astray by items they
buy, Miss Deal continues. If
possible, avoid taking your

children, too.

—Shop on a full stomach.
You aren’t as apt to be
tempted when you aren’t
hungry.

—Compare brands. Usually
the store brand is cheaper,
but not always.

—Look at prices in several
stores if you have a choice,
and if it does not use too much
gasoline. It will take longer,
but you can get the best buys
from each store. If you find
one store is generally less
expensive, stick with it.

—Buy a lower-cost form
of the product if it will meet
your needs. Compare frozen,
fresh and canned products.
Canned tomato pieces are
usually cheaper than whole
tomatoes and can be used for
stews and sauces. “Day-old
bread is as good as regular, if
it is to be eaten soon, toasted,
or frozen. Non-fat dry milk
can be used for cooking and
drinking.

Try following these tips
every time you shop for
groceries, Miss Deal suggests.
With their help, you can save
money.

60 Years Ago
Week of January 13, 1966

FLORIDA COMES
TO FORT SEYBERT

Mrs. Noah Rexrode of Fort
Seybert thinks she might be
the first person in Pendleton
County to produce a ripe
tomato in January.

Mrs. Rexrode said she
replanted a geranium last
fall and apparently a tomato
seed got into the flower pot.
Anyway, she now has not only
a beautiful geranium, but
also a good healthy tomato
plant bearing a nice, ripe
tomato.

Simmons, Harper
Given National VFW
Assignments

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Andy
Borg, Superior, Wisconsin,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, has
announced the appointment
of two area men as National
Aides-de-Camp, VFW. They
are Norman L. Simmons,
Sugar Grove and Herbert H.
Harper of Mouth of Seneca.

‘Let’s Have Another
Cup of Coffee’
For March of Dimes

Taking note of the current
revival of old songs, Pendleton
County Chapter March
of Dimes Director Mernie
Kesner and Treasurer Paul
Mallow hope that a certain
one will catch on during the
month of January.

Their candidate: “Let’s
Have Another Cup of Coffee
and Another Piece of Pie.”

It is their hope that all
coffee drinkers in Pendleton
County will increase their
usual number of cups on
several different days.

These are the dates that
all coffee served at many
restaurants will be free. By
paying for the coffee that
you drink, you make a
contribution to the March of
Dimes.

HE&R BLOCK

15 N. Main St. — Franklin, WV
* Tax Preparation * Bookkeeping

* Payroll * Advice
e Business Service

* Prepare All State Tax Returns

* Prepaid Emerald Card

“We Welcome ALL of Our Old and

Will Take New Customers”
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
or By Appointment By Calling
304-358-2501 or 304-358-7338

Participating restaurants
are Thompson’s Motel and
Restaurant, January 16;
New Frontier, January 21,
Star Hotel and Restaurant,
January 23; Brandywine
Motel and Restaurant,
January 22.

Other restaurants will
be contacted and dates
announced. “We think it
is a mighty painless way
of raising funds for the
important March of Dimes
fight against birth defects,”
Mallow said.

70 Years Ago
Week of January 12, 1956

Face-Lifting
Of Warner Theatre
Nears Completion

For the past few weeks the
local Warner Theatre has
been undergoing a complete
face lifting. With the on
surge of vast improvement
and progress made in the
field of motion pictures, the
management of the local
theatre saw the necessity
for the remodeling so that
the best in motion picture
entertainment could be
offered their patrons.

One of the many
improvements that is being
included in the tremendous
remodeling process will
be complete facilities for
screening the new media
in motion pictures:
Cinemascope.

Comfort and relaxation
of the patron has been
the primary consideration
throughout the remodeling
operation. New seats and rest
rooms have been installed.
A “crying room” to which
ladies with crying babies
may retreat, and still watch
and hear the movie without
any annoyance to the other
patrons, has been added.

The auditorium has been
completely decorated and
rearranged.

Max Ruddle
Purchases
B. J. Aulde Sawmill
And Woodworking
Plant Here

Announcement has been
made here of the sale of
the B. J. Aulde sawmill
and woodworking plant,
Franklin’s largest employer
of industrial workers.

B. J. Aulde, former owner
of the mill, said yesterday
that it was transferred to
Max Ruddle of Franklin on
January 1.

Located on the South
Branch of the Potomac
River in east Franklin, the
mill is one of the largest
woodworking plants in this
area. It gives regular work to
approximately 60 employees
and has a weekly payroll of
from $500 to $3000.

Max Ruddle, the new
owner, has been employed
by the Aulde Mill for the
past 18 years and he has
been foreman for the last five
years.
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Smith Creek/

Friends Run
by Dave Ellis

The year of 2025 was not
good for the weather in Pen-
dleton County. At the begin-
ning of the year, the area had
a good snow amount. There
was good rainfall until July
and August when a drought
hit the area with very little
rain. The area was 10 inches
less for the year compared to
2024. However, there were 10
more inches of snow in 2025
than in 2024.

Smith Creek and Friends
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moyers,
Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Larry
Moyers, Sandy Washburn,
Mary Alice Simmons, Anna
Lee Mitchell, Carol Propst
and Romona Luckel; prayer
list — Richard Campbell,
Joshua Shirk, Ava George,
Kenny Williams, Neal Eye,
Ruth Bauer, Rick Waggy,
Gloria Moats, Jim Fawley,
Ruthalene Judy, David Berg,
Tim and Dee McCormick, Jes-
sie Simmons, Minny Rhoads,
Larry Rexrode, Troy Bennett,
Tom and Judy Borror, Danny
Nelson, David M. Parkinson,
Cleo Simmons, Tom Butter-
worth, Sherry Hedrick, Bobby
Parsons, Robert Bennett,
Rick Phares, Chuck Hiett,
Virgil “Bub” Yokum, Hannah
Hedrick, Barbara Judy Har-
man, Betty Smith, John Moy-
ers, Norma Auville, Shana
Johnson, Woody Hoover, Phil
Downs, Sherry Chambers,
Ginger Kimble, Kaylee Ben-
nett, Bruce Lambert, Paul
Mallow, Kristin Bodkin, Bon-
nie Mitchell, Holly Beachler,
Donald Burns, Wayne Sim-
mons, Glenn Sites, Genevieve
Bible, Jennifer Scott, Earl
Smith, Brian Calhoun, Bobby
Bodkin and the family of Deb-
bie Horst.

Prayer thought: “God sees
us in distress. Thank you for
assuring me that You see what
I'm going through.”

High and low temperatures
and precipitation for Jan. 5
through Jan. 11 were as fol-
lows: Jan. 5 - 52°, 25° (31°,
16°), Jan. 6 - 61°, 32°,.02” (25°,
20°, 8.5” snow), Jan. 7 - 51°,
33°(28°, 10°), Jan. 8 - 58°, 32°
(25°,11°),Jan. 9 - 59°, 44° (27°,
9°), Jan. 10 - 50°, 41°,.93” (32°,
1°, .25” snow) and Jan. 11 -
40°, 24°, .25” snow (28°, 21°).

MONTEREY

WEDNESDAY,

STOCKYARD LLC.

formerly Monterey Livestock Sale

JANUARY21

Regular Sale - 2 p.m.

Graded Sale
To Follow

(take up begins at 6 a.m.)
HAULING IS AVAILABLE!

Regular sales scheduled for first and third
Wednesday each month.

Sale details/consignment highlights on Facebook.
Contact Barry Wilkins 540-607-6032
Rt. 220 / 1367 Jackson River Road * Monterey, VA




New Year Prompts One to Explore a Box of Treasures

Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

The new year has begun and with it comes the eternal hope
that this year will be better. The new year does seem like
a time for new beginnings. It stretches ahead like a box of
treasures that has not been opened. A person can open one
day at a time with hope and optimism.

Here are some wishes to pass along to the reader.

May one’s hair, teeth, face-lift, abs and stocks not fall; and
may one’s blood pressure, triglycerides, cholesterol, white
blood count and mortgage interest not rise.

May what a person sees in the mirror delight one, and
what others see in one delight them.

May someone who loves a person enough to forgive one’s
faults, be blind to one’s blemishes, and tell the world about
a person’s virtues.

May a person remember to say “I love you” at least once a
day to one’s spouse, child, parent, and siblings.

May a person get a clean bill of health from one’s dentist,
cardiologists, urologist, plumber, I.R.S., podiatrist, and
gastroenterologist.

May the New Year find a person seated around the table
with one’s beloved family and cherished loved ones. May a
person find the food better, the environment quieter, costs
much cheaper than anything else one might ordinarily do.

And may everyone live in a world at peace, and with the
awareness of God’s love in every sunset, every flower’s un-
folding petals, a baby’s smile, and every wonderful beat of
one’s heart.

Have a Happy New Year!

Life’s lessons to live by include the following:

1. Hug a friend.

2. Giggle with children.

3. Read every day.

4. Laugh a lot.

5. Cuddle a baby.

Sprinkles of rain fell Friday. Temperatures began to lower
early Sunday morning, with snow showers all day. This is
quite a change from last week! The length of daylight is
beginning to show itself; and it is marching on to spring!

Quotes for the week are as follows:

“In the winter’s silence, January speaks: try again, begin
anew.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Inever eat December snowflakes. I always WAIT UNTIL
January.” — Lucy, “A Charlie Brown Christmas”

Daure FHill

-Residential and Commercial
New Construction -Remodeling
“No job too large or small”

Jay Nesselrodt, General Contractor

304-668-2172

License #057375

NEW

Joftms Saturday
ardware Hours

7a.m. - 3 p.m.

(In effect until further notice)

81 N Main St., Franklin 304-358-2230

Our Heartfelt Appreciation

We would like to thank our family and friends for
all of the cards and video messages to honor dad’s 90th
birthday. While he was too ill to attend his party, he
was able to read his cards and watch the messages. We
are grateful for the continued love and support shown
to our family following dad’s passing through visits,
calls, cards, floral tributes, Gideon Bibles, memorial
donations, and especially your prayers.

Special thanks to the staff of Kimble Funeral Home,
the U.S. Army Honor Guard, Pastor Deborah Beam
and Lois Byers for the wonderful service, the Franklin
Presbyterian Women for the delicious meal, and to
Grant Memorial Hospice, Leana Davis, and Kim Bowers
for their assistance and care.

May God richly bless each of you.
The Family of Thomas Kline
Kim, Jon, Amy, Carter, Courtney, Charles and Sue

BALING SUPPLIES

30” Evolution $81
30” Evolution G2  $86.90
NETWRAP
48” x 9840’ RWB $206.80
51” x9840' RWB $213.40
48” x 9840’ Vermeer $290
51” x 9840’ Vermeer $300
64” x 7000’ Vermeer $280

TWINE
20000/110
4000/440
9600/170

$227.90
$301.85

$344.90
$429.60

9 x 200

10 x 200 $322.35
10 x 250 $532.65

10 x 300 $638.45

All orders must be placed
and paid for by Jan.16.

$23.25
$33.65
$35.20

QUALITY

P. Bradley & Sons

www.pbradleyonline.com

St 540-434-2352

2955 John Wayland Hwy., Dayton, VA 22821
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Wayne (July 7, 1883 - Jan. 18, 1951) and Mary Elizabeth “Bessie”

Sinnett Propst (May 11,1890 - May 29, 1978) children were Everette
(Sept. 23, 1913 - Sept. 4, 1989), Warren (April 10, 1916 - Jan. 18,
1951), and Dillon (Jan. 26, 1920 - Nov. 27, 1991). Pictured, from
left, are Wayne, Everette, Dillon, Warren and “Bessie.”

“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.” — Hal
Borland

‘Even the strongest blizzard starts with a single snow-
flake.” — Sara Raasch

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant.”
— Anne Bradstreet

Sitting by the fireplace is a great place to hear about the
“Talk of The Grove.”

Rick Neil has retired following 46 years of 3 million miles
of truck driving. Congratulations!

Tuesday, Charles and “Pidge” Anderson had a very pleas-
ant visit from Lester and Mary Alice Hyre.

Friday morning found Phil Downs pleasantly surprised

with a visit from Susie Ruffner and daughter, Sue Ellen of
Romney.

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:

Creole is the language spoken in Belize.

James Michener lived at Sitka, Alaska, while writing his
epic novel, “Alaska.”

Contained within Lake Superior is a whopping 10 percent
of the world’s fresh surface water.

Stonehenge, a prehistoric monument, is believed to have
been constructed around 3000 BC.

The only two mammals in the world that lay eggs, the
echidna and platypus, are found in Australia.

Concerns are for the Mike Adams family, Charles Ander-
son, the Alfred Armstrong family, Joan and Roger Ashley,
Mike Baker, Dave Basagic, Allen Beachler, Bobby Bodkin,
“Bo” Boggs, Larry Byers, Doreen Calhoun, Joyce Calhoun,
Marie Cole, Judy Costella, Kim Crane, the Ronnie Crisco
family, Stanley Dahmer, Kim Davis, Tommy Davis, Phil
Downs, Steve Durham, Isaac Eye, Mary Eye, Carl Gant,
David Gillispie, Nan Goland, Nancy Gonshor, Patsy Green,
JC Hammer, Steve and Armanda Heavner, Hannah Hedrick,
Jack and Starr Hedrick, Chuck and Tracy Hiett, Jim Hiner,
Evan Hise, Tim Hively, Edsel and Mary Ann Hogan, Karen
Holsten, Julia Homan, Keith Hoover, the Debbie Horst fam-
ily, Bob and Cynthia Hurry, Mike and Lisa Jamison, Linda
Jones, Richard Judy, Marsha Keller, Tara Kelley, Ruth Kile,
Kim Kline, Tracie Knight, Laura Kropp, Melissa Lambert,
Robert Lambert, Rex Landis, Shannon Maloy, Donna Mal-
low, Roger and Skip Mallow, Audree Marsh, Anna Mauzy,
Ed May, Dave McConnell, Gene and Joan McConnell, Gary
McDonald, Rose Miller, Bruce Minor, the Carroll Mitchell
family, Dottie Mitchell, Jamie Mitchell, Tom Mitchell,
Barbara Moats, Gloria Moats, Sherri Moyers, Helen Nash,
Aaron Nelson, Dominique Nelson, Dwight Nelson, Ruth Nel-
son, Cheryle Paine, Terri Parker, Andy Pond, Wayne Price,
Janice Propst, Alda Propst, Mike Propst, Sheldon Propst,
Eldon “Butch” Puffenbarger, the K.D. Puffenbarger family,
Tom Rader, Willard Rader, Jason Rexrode, Jimmy Rexrode,
Linda Fay Rexrode, Vesta Ruckman, Bernie Sasscer, Annie
Simmons, Erin Simmons, Eva Simmons, Greg Simmons,
Judy Simmons, Nelson Simmons, Tonya Simon, Robbie
Sites, Mike Skiles, Bruce Smith, Ed and Carolyn Smith,
Iva Smith, Natalie Stephenson, Tina Stuben, Steve Stump,
Carolyn Thomas, Linda and Larry Vandevander, Judy Vet-
ter, Junior Waggy, Mary Louise Waldschlager, Rene White,
Sherry Wilfong, Judy Williams, Patty Willis and Ann and
Ed Wimer.

North Mountain Traffic Camera Restoration

Continued From Page 1

Annually the school system puts in $50,000 for a current total
of $300,000 that can be used for important projects, which was
“one of Charles’ (Hedrick, retired superintendent of schools)
greatest insights,” according to Mowery.

With Travis Heavner on the road coaching the high school
girls’ basketball team, Hevener gave the facilities report. She
shared that the heat had gone off in the second floor of Franklin
Elementary School and that Brandywine Elementary School
was experiencing problems as well. “It becomes more and more
obvious,” she stated, “that the project at FES must become a
priority.”

Hevener then added that Heavner had related that addressing
HVAC at FES would help to bring down the power bill, which
Mowery had said was not much less than the larger Pendleton
County Middle/High School.

Sonny O’Neil, board member, informed attendees that the
preservation society overseeing the historic former Circleville
High School approved the placement of large stones to protect
the music room that had been seriously damaged by a vehicle.

Next came a legally required reading of new policies, many of
which came from the state. Amendments were made to policies
that had minor errors. One important change regarded weapons
in the schools. Board members voted to amend the policy to al-
low for the potential of shooting sports that use tools sometimes
classified as weapons.

O’Neil inquired about the legal boundary of length beyond
which a pocketknife could be considered a weapon. Derek
Lambert, PCMHS principal, confirmed that was three and a
half inches.

A key approval came from the board of education, on the
recommendation of Hevener, that the board of education spend
$7,800.14 to pay for the replacement of the North Mountain traf-

“Those we love don't g0 away;

The family of K. D. Puffenbarger wishes to express
our sincere thanks and appreciation to everyone for
your kind expressions of sympathy and thoughtful-
ness during our time of loss. It was deeply appreci-
ated and will always be remembered.

A special thank you to Scott Beam, Phil Downs,
Eugene Varner, Reverend Jerry Smith, St. Paul
Independent Lutheran Church ladies and families,
VFW Post 9666, Sugar Grove South Fork Rescue
Squad and Kimble Funeral Home.

May God Bless each of you!

Danita, Beth, Kenny and Families

fic camera. Unlike any county in the state Pendleton County,
through its office of emergency management, runs a network of
public safety traffic cameras. The county commission normally
funds them, but requested some help from the board of educa-
tion, who graciously proposed to pay the entire bill.

Hevener explained that “it is greatly missed. It cannot be
repaired because the company that installed it is no longer in
business. The camera needs to be replaced.”

Pendleton County Schools relies on the traffic cameras as part
of its decision-making process whether to close school during
bad weather. Due to that, it was suggested that the camera be
paid for from transportation funds since they seemed the closest
category to the need for the purchase, making it “reasonably
justified as an expense.”

But that came with some questions before approval. Wilma
Pitsenbarger, board member, inquired about who would ser-
vice the camera. Mowery explained that the Memorandum
of Understanding that the board would need to approve only
obligated a one-time camera purchase. While the board was
not opposed to assist in the future if needed, the MOU strictly
relieved it of further obligation beyond a “voluntary donation
for public safety.”

Another MOU was approved with Liberty University to fa-
cilitate teacher education students who wished to do clinicals
in Pendleton County.

In her superintendent’s report, Hevener shared her experi-
ence at North Fork Elementary School observing the science
and social studies fairs. “It’s obvious that a lot of hard work was
put into those projects.” She then shared a letter from Michelle
Blatt, state superintendent, that provided welcome news that
PCMHS had exceeded graduation standards.

“Everyone’s efforts are appreciated,” Hevener said, also giving
credit to rising attendance numbers due in part to the work of
Carrie Nesselrodt.

Finally, she spoke of a partly virtual meet and greet between
Pendleton County Schools, the board of education, and state
elected officials. With State Senator Robbie Morris and others,
they “had a great discussion, mostly about school finance.”

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL CO.
Piedmont, WV 1-800-924-6701

Compare our prices and SAVE
Granite — Marble — Bronze

< Memorials - Markers — Mausoleums

~_JAriD, - Final Date Engraving Service

Available - CALL TODAY
Home Consultations Available
EXPERT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
Area Representative: Dave Sponaugle

Circleville, WV 1-304-668-6716

If you have interest in buying or
selling real estate, let my 50 plus years
of knowledge of the region help you
with your dream.

From farmland to recreational property
and residential housing,
myself and the team of professionals
at Railey WV Properties are ready to help.

GREG DAHMER

West ViRGINIA ReaL ESTATE
cell: 304-290-5021
office: 304-801-3035
greg@railey.com

RELTOR
@ WV Broker Steve Galusky

2 Vacation Way McHenry MD 21541

.‘.

“A local company with a national reach!”

ONESTOR
L.,

* Oil Changes * Front End Alignhment
*Belts & Hoses  *Shocks & Struts

* Brakes * Engine Work

* Tune-Ups * Transmissions

* Exhaust Systems ¢ Fuel Injections
*Tire Rotations  *New & Used Parts
* Wheel Alignment ¢ Body Work

* State Certified Inspections
* 24-Hour Wrecker Service

Bowers Garage & Body Shop

304-249-5154 — Sugar Grove
304-249-5900 — Brandywine

“Serving the area for more than 45 years”
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Double the Teams, Double the Fun, as Pendleton County Prevails in Home Opener

By Stephen Smoot

The season thus far for Pendleton County
boys’ basketball has taken some strange twists
and turns from the near complete weather-
driven cancellation to the December slate
of games to opening at home two weeks into
January.

But the wins keep piling up. The Wildcats
are, as of now, three and two against schools
above Class A, including a tournament title
on the road. They have swept the two Class A
teams they have faced as well.

Saturday night they played in front of a jam
packed house full of fans there to see rivals bat-
tle and also to honor the Class A state softball
champion team from last year.

Moorefield took the opening tip, but gave
it up quickly under pressure from Pendleton
County’s zone. All night long, the Wildcats
switched between man and zone and also used
multiple zone formations. That, plus the length
of Wildcat players, narrowed the offensive op-
portunities for Moorefield considerably.

For the first five minutes of the game, the
Yellow Jackets ground out a slight lead. They
scored first on a layup 55 seconds in, held a
6-3 lead at 4:23, then gave it up again at about
the three minute mark in the first quarter.

Chase Owens swiped a steal and drove it in
for a layup to tie it at seven with 3:17 in the
first, then hit a three at 2:59 to give his team
the lead for good at 10-9. Jaydon Hess glided
in from about 10 feet out, deftly flipped up a
shot from about five feet, still in the air, and
gave his team a three-point advantage. Owens
followed with a three, but Moorefield cut the
lead with their own deep shot at 1:10.

Now up only 15-12, Hess fired a pass to a
cutting Travis Owens for a layup and a five
point lead as the quarter closed.

Henry Warner brings a lot of skills to the
offensive end in most games, but showed his
defensive prowess well against the Yellow
Jackets, elevating to block shots, getting his
long arms into the passing lanes as well. He
scored two blocks in the opening of the second
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basket against Moorefield. Photo courtesy of Light
in Motion.

quarter.

Defense dominated through the second
minute of the second quarter with blocks
and steals prevailing over points. Cashton
Kisamore scored from the free throw line as
both teams gave and got best efforts. As the
teams hit the five minute mark, Hess drove
and kicked it out to Warner for a three-point
basket that started to break the game open.

Chase Owens brought the ball down the
lane, evaded a defender, and scored a reverse
layup to extend the lead to 25-13. Almost two
minutes later, Ty Heavner battled for an offen-
sive rebound, fired it out to Chase Owens, and
earned an assist when the recipient responded

with another three-point basket.

Heavner then scored on a pass whipped in-
side by Hess, setting the score at 28-16 with
1:45 remaining. Travis Owens shortly after
connected on a three after another perfect
Hess pass.

Moorefield never quits, however, and ground
their way back into contention with hard
earned buckets and free throws at the end of
the half. The score as the third quarter opened
was 34-21 after Heavner made one of two from
the line with zero seconds in regulation.

The third quarter opened with almost no
scoring. Those who enjoy points did not get a
chance for disappointment in the third. Moore-
field opened up with a charge call and Chase
Owens quickly got the Wildcats back in the
scoring column with a layup. His defense then
forced a travel at seven minutes, then picked
up an assist on a pass inside to Heavner at
6:38, setting the tone for the rest of the contest.

The Yellow Jackets hit their first basket of
the second half at 6:30 with an inside shot,
cutting the lead to 38-23, but Warner over
a minute later responded with silky smooth
layup that pushed the lead to 40-23.

As the game progressed, the intensity with
which the Wildcats pounded the boards for
rebounds continued. Pendleton County often
got multiple looks off of offensive rebounds
while Moorefield struggled to carve out room
for even one clear shot at the basket. The
Yellow Jackets continued playing with top ef-
fort, staying close and physical in defending
Wildcat players. Pendleton County beat that
effort with crisp passing, continually looking
for the extra pass to find the open man.

By the time Heavner once again pulled
down an offensive carom and put it back in the
bucket at the end of the third, his squad had
outscored one of the team’s most pesky rivals,
historically speaking, 26 to six.

Kisamore opened up the fourth with a power
move from the post that shook off the defense
and gave him an open look, with his basket
making the score 63-29. Hess followed with
a beautiful finger roll that pushed the lead
to 65-29.

Starters for both teams gave way to bench
players, but as Pendleton County demonstrat-
ed during the Lincoln tournament, not much
drop off exists. Braylin Hull took a dribble
inside the three point line and hit a shot after
he entered play at the four minute point, then
followed with a finger roll layup.

Tony VanMeter took a foul as he attempted
a shot and hit one of two from the line. Dalton
Rohrbaugh also got fouled driving in for a
shot and hit one of two to set the score at 76-
34. Cole Harper in the game late also scored
a layup off an offensive rebound. Rohrbaugh
later pulled in a Van Meter pass, executed a
drop step move, and laid the ball in.

The game ended with an 80-39 win for Pend-
leton County. Chase Owens continued his tear
from the three-point line, hitting six for seven
for 86 percent in the game, 55 percent on the
season. He totaled 30 points.

Heavner dominated on the inside, picking up
11 points and seven rebounds coming off the
bench. Kisamore also powered in nine points
from the post and picked up six boards. Warner
scored nine as well. Hess had six points and
led the squad with seven assists while Travis
Owens kicked in five, Rohrbaugh three, Harper
two, and VanMeter one.

Colton Roberson did not score, but had an
impact with two rebounds, two assists, and
a steal.

Pendleton County embodied perfectly
what Heavner stated after the game, shar-
ing simply, “We never let up.” Josh Owens,
head coach, praised Moorefield, stating that
his squad defeated a very good Yellow Jacket
team. He went on to say of the effort shown
by his team from the opening tip “they are
just having fun. If you talk to kids right, they
respond right. I couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter performance.”

Coach Owens described his team’s style on
the evening as “nice and brisk” in running
their offensive sets well, finding the extra man
with the pass, and also using athleticism to
make plays.

Friday, the Wildcats are scheduled to play
at Petersburg.

Undermanned Wildcats Take Fight to Warriors, But Succumb in Fourth

By Stephen Smoot

Early in the season, the Pendleton County
girls’ basketball team has had to continually
adjust — adjust to going straight from vol-
leyball playoffs (some of them) into basketball
season; adjust to a new coach, new staff, and
new players capable of contributing right away;
and adjust to the early season avalanche of
weather postponements.

Lots of adjustments made and a lot of chal-
lenges overcome as the 2025 and 2026 edition
starts to come together as a team. The scrappy
roster has spent most of the season battling
bigger schools from bigger cities and, while
the wins have not come as often as liked, the
effort, the development, and the improvement
has happened.

Back in December, the Wildcats traveled to
Pocahontas County with a full squad and lost
by 15, 50-35. On Jan. 8, they hosted the same
team and endured a 16-point loss, but played
well and showed improvement over the first
outing against the recently dominant Warriors.

Last week, the team had to take the court
without starting center Susan Vincell and her
15.4 points per game, 54 percent shooting,
11.3 rebounds per game. That rebounds per
game statistic is good for 10th in the state in
all classes. Vincell is also 10th in field goals
made and number two, again in all classes, in
doubles with six.

The mark of a good team lies not always in
how good their best players perform, but in how
the team responds when challenged by the loss
of one of the top performers to injury.

Vincell had taken ill, preventing her from
taking the court. Her teammates, some of
whom also felt under the weather, stepped in
and stepped up their game to give the visiting
Warriors an old-fashioned Wildcat battle.

Pocahontas County took the opening score 19
seconds into the game with a layup, working to
establish themselves inside with the Pendleton
County center out.

Jameigh Miller, a Potomac State recruit,

averages just more than 11 points per game,
but had to play even bigger against Pocahontas
County. She executed a crossover at the top of
the key to shake the defender, then drove in to
tie the game at two.

Pocahontas County appeared to take mo-
mentum early in the first with a 7-0 run over
less than a minute of play. That was unusual
for them in the opening half. However. Katie
Heavner fought Pocahontas County under-
neath and rebounded well. Lexi Tingler at the
4:20 point swiped a steal and drove it all the
way in for a layup to cut the lead to 9-6.

Next, Miller stood tight and forced a charge
from the Warriors who drove in with “Truck”
Bryant-like reckless abandon all night.

One of the frustrating repeated problems for
Pendleton County lay in the defensive athleti-
cism of the opposing squad, who managed to fly
in and swat shots that, momentarily at least,
had been “good looks” by the Wildcat shooters.
Additionally, in the first half, many Wildcat
shooters rushed shots. However, by the second
half that had stopped.

Pocahontas County pulled ahead by six once
again, but then Miller and Heavner executed
a nifty give and go play that got Miller open
for a layup, cutting the lead to 12-8 as the first
quarter concluded.

Defenses delivered in the first three minutes
of the second. Miller and Heavner repeated
their give and go from before, getting the same
result and cutting the lead to two at the 4:59
mark. About 20 seconds later, Miller sank a
three-point shot to put her team up 13-12. At
the 4:36 point, Miller worked off a Heavner
pick and buried another three from the top of
the key. to edge the lead up to 16-12.

The scoring burst from Miller returned at
3:22 when she drove in and finished a gliding
hook shot to put her team suddenly up by six.
Pocahontas County promptly answered with a
three, but Jess Parker opened up a little room
with a 10-foot baseline shot to set the lead at
20-17.

The Warriors knotted it up with a three at
the 1:27 mark, but outfought taller players for
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Lexi Tingler brought strong defense and offense
to the effort against Pocahontas County. Photo
courtesy of Light in Motion.
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an offensive rebound, then used a baby hook to
put the team up 22-20. With 48 seconds left,
the Warriors took the lead on a three and car-
ried it into the half.

In the third quarter, the two teams traded
virtual punches throughout. Neither could
quite put the other on their heels. Heavner
opened scoring in the third with an offensive
rebound and putback that got the Wildcats
back on top. The Warriors once again hit a
three to take the lead, but Heavner kept pour-
ing it on, hitting a 10-foot baseline basket to
knot the game at 26 with 5:30 left in the third.

As the game progressed, the Wildcats showed
that the challenge had seasoned them. Tia
Heavner hit an open three at the 3:23 mark to
take a 30-28 advantage. Almost a minute later,
Parker took a rebound, drove the length of the

court, and dropped in a layup for a 33-30 lead.

Not long after, Miller fired a pass out to
Parker, who then found Tia Heavner open for
a shot. Pocahontas County fouled her and she
delivered on two free throws. The same player
converted on two more charity shots with about
20 seconds left in the third to extend the lead
to 37-32.

Throughout the quarter, the Wildcats
brought full effort and got the desired results.
The Warriors settled for single attempts at long
shots. Upon missing them Pendleton County
turned those into fast break opportunities.

And then the car seemed to run out of gas as
the third quarter ended and the fourth quarter
began. Pocahontas County took the game to the
young and weary Wildcats. Right to the end,
the Warriors maintained the same intensity
with even their coach continuing to yell to
distract Pendleton County free throw shooters
with the game out of reach.

Pocahontas County muscled their way back
into the lead, their higher levels of age and
experience taking over. The final Wildcat score
came from Shayne Clutter who was fouled as
she drove toward the basket. She made a free
throw for her team’s 47th point.

Although the Wildcats fought to the end, the
Warriors won the game 63-47.

Miller led with 19 points, with Parker com-
ingin at 12, Tia Heavner eight, Katie Heavner
four, Tingler three, and Clutter one.

In the absence of Vincell, her teammates
showed up strong on the boards. Miller grabbed
15 rebounds playing a hybrid point guard and
forward position. Katie Heavner gathered 10
while starting at center. Lauren Williams in
limited action fought hard inside and took three
of her own, while Parker and Tia Heavner got
five a piece.

Even as they played without one of their key
starters and lost, each player found a way to do
more individually to create a stronger impact
together. Quite often that learning situation
pays major dividends down the road.

The Wildcats are scheduled to play at Moore-
field today beginning at 6 p.m.

County School Systems

Continued From Page 1

issues like coaching evaluation, active shooter drills, first aid,
how to comply with certain state laws, appropriate employee
conduct and more.

Another long series of trainings apply to one or more catego-
ries of employees, but not others. These include training on
dyslexia, advanced placement, the Third Grade Success Act,
the state assessment, and more.

Total hours in the all employee training category added up
to 20, or two and a half days of work. The total for all trainings
of specific employee categories hits 81 hours.

With employees facing such a large regimen of required
yearly trainings, the proposal requested “a small task force
to review and evaluate trainings for possible reductions.” An-
other change proposed lay in extending the employment term
from 200 to 202 days to accommodate the extra time used for
training, but taken away from other tasks. It also suggested to
“examine 180 days of instruction calendar for more flexibility.”

Much of the rest of the flexibility proposals center around
personnel. First, the proposal wishes to do away with a re-
striction stating that a school system cannot reassign school
personnel after the concluding day of the second school month.
State code has also established mandates that lock “moves
into rigid timelines,” require postings, require board approval,
give priority to employees with seniority, restrict mid-year
transfers, and give “grievance rights if moved improperly.”

This would allow school systems to move personnel around
as needed to address any deficiencies that reassignment would
correct. State code 18A-2-7 provides a number of administra-
tive procedures that a school system must follow in terms of
assignment, transfer, and promotion. Some of these include
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grievance procedures.

“Redact almost all of the entire code and add the following,”
states the proposal, which goes on to suggest two new clauses
“All personnel decisions shall be based on the needs of the
students and schools within the district and made at the sole
discretion of the county boards of education upon recommen-
dation by the superintendent” and also “county boards shall
adopt a policy defining the deciding factors on which personnel
decisions shall be based.”

Finally, and most significantly, the proposal recommends
a simple way to address funding levels that will benefit all
systems. It states that the state aid funding formula upon
which school systems receive support from that source is too
complex to be overhauled, taking up “three pages in the West
Virginia Code Book.”

“The easiest way is to increase funding” by raising certain
allowances granted within the state aid formula, it states.

Said Sheena Van Meter, Hardy County Schools superinten-
dent, “The school funding formula is number one in importance
for Hardy County.”

Each school system has the cost of a certain amount of
personnel per thousand covered by the state aid formula and
this is governed by other factors as well. It is not just a hard
and fast number set in statute. After a 2019 act that substan-
tially increased flexibility in certain school system procedures,
systems received that funding whether they employed that
many or not

J.P. Mowery, Pendleton County Schools treasurer, explained
last year that for his and other smaller and sparsely populated
school systems statewide, keeping the number of employees
under the formula number, as he put it, “to the good” provides
an unintended, but vital means of support.

“That’s how we balance the budget and keep all our schools
open,” he explained. School systems that employ “over the

formula” and past what the state pays for either have a large
excess levy or are in significant financial trouble.” Mowery
described the impact of this in Hancock County as having a
“grenade go off.”

The proposal offers a minimum and maximum ask. Mini-
mally, it would like to see the state cover one more professional
or one more service person per thousand. The cost of adding
one professional per thousand statewide would be $19.5 mil-
lion. Adding one service personnel per thousand would come
to $12.2 million. The total to add both would come to just
under $31.8 million.

The maximum request comes to a three per thousand in-
crease from both professional and service. Doing it for just
personnel would come to a cost to the state of almost $59 mil-
lion while just for service would come to $36.7 million. Doing
for both would bring the total tally to $95.4 million.

Van Meter expressed support for the three per thousand
increase, sharing that “if it increased by three that would do a
lot for us.” It would help to cover the number of employees over
the current formula “that I don’t have to take out of our local
share” of county taxes. She added that “we’ve cut positions
every year to get close” to the formula point and shared that
“there’s no fluff” in the employees of Hardy County Schools.

She explained that while the county had a $2 million carryo-
ver, Hardy County Schools had to pull from it to keep employ-
ees. Pendleton County Schools also had a healthy carryover,
but Mowery has continually warned his superintendent and
board to remain vigilant because of expected drops in federal
funding, rising costs of food and other inputs, and other po-
tential budgetary and financial headwinds.

Unexpected major expenses under the county schools’ obliga-
tion to pay can also cut down a healthy balance quickly, Van
Meter giving the example of “a major equipment malfunction”
being one of her concerns.



Selirt.. . Buyit... Do it

Just et us know

Call 304-358-2304 or email ads@pendletontimes.com

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

Aumann’s

Custom Auto

e Custom Paint Mixing
e Complete Body Work

e Frame Straightening .
e Insurance Work

OPEN Monday - Friday 8-5

358-7758

53 Mill Road ~ Franklin

ELECTRICAL

\% UNB 70) %

ELEcTRIC, LL.C

*Residential
Commercial J\\‘{

*Standby
Generators

O
¢
304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Brandon Mallow
Licensed and Insured WV057572

FUEL

CL

J&L’'s RECONDITIONING

EANING

«Detail Vehicles
oSteam Clean
Carpets &

«Contract Cleaning
Joyce Moates, owner

Furniture

304-249-5480

BBB Accredited

=
{ PROPANEFROMISE f

* Automatic Fill Plan
* Budget Payment Plan
* Small Tanks Filled
* Heating Systems - Sales

(304) 358-2307

Service Heatline
1-800-287-3494

( MATHESON

VALLEY

“«

ask. . .The Gas Professionals”™

1256 Mountaineer Dr.

Franklin, WV

CONTRACTORS

JERRY L. LAMBERT

eRemodeling & Repairs
*Replacement Windows
1-304-668-4161
1-304-358-2500

HEATING/COOLING

\

Aoy
sl
o WEN;

Construction, LLC

eStick Built Homes
eAdditions & Garages

eDecks

WV 027848

/)
/ m HEATING, COOLING
& SERVICES

304

wvos1083

Josh Owens, owner

Brandywine, WV

Heil Dealer
Service & Installation

Heat Pumps, Oil & Propane
Furnaces & Commercial Refrigeration Units

304.668.9616

.249.5420

STORAGE SPACE

@
DEN

Storage Units

5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 10x20
24-Hour Accessibility
Call 304-358-3514

MINI
STORAGE

6.7 MILES SOUTH OF BRANDYWINE
ON RouTte 21 IN SUGAR GROVE, WV

just south of Navy Base

Storage Spaces
Available Now

Spaces for Vehicles
Also Available

call
Julie VanMeter

at

304-358-7492

(after 6 o’clock)

Very Reasonable Prices

Heating & Cooling L.L.C.

OUNTAIN.

Franklin
nstallations

Custom Duct Work

*Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area

for more than 30 years

Here Today and

Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner

304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

E-ZEE

SELF STORAGE

Glover Dr. - Franklin

304-358-3651
Inside Units

7x10
10x20

TNT SeLF STORAGE

Upper Tract

304-257-1421

or

304-703-3054

New SeLF StorAGe UniTs
5X10 ® 10X10

10X20

History of New Year’s Resolutions
Though Americans might think they can lay

.

claim to the practice o makmlg resolutions for
the upcoming year, it actually
the ancient Babylonians. For them, however,
the year started in mid-March, when crops
for the season were planted. During Akitu, a
12-day religious festival, Babylonians made
promises to the gods in return for good favor
in the new year. It is from this ancient
practice that today's New Year's resolutions
are believed to have evolved.
In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced
the world to the Gregorian calendar. At that
time, he declared that January 1 should mark
the start of the new year, and the Western
world soon complied.

dates back to

FOR SALE

GUNS! GUNS!
GUNS! You want
them. We got them.
Hundreds in store,
even more online.
Buy. Sell. Trade.
Pendleton County
Outdoors, Franklin,
WV 26807, 304-358-
3265, www.penco
outdoors.com, www.
facebook.com/penco-
outdoors.  10-12-tfn

FOR RENT

BISSELL CARPET
Shampooer for rent.
Bowman’s Do It Best.
Call 304-358-2303.
11-7-tfn

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: KEY FOB
with red tab, 2014
Dodge Ram. Call 304-

LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
PROPOSED INCREASE
IN ENHANCED 911 FEE

On Tuesday, February 17,
2026 at 6:30PM., the Pend-
leton County Commis-
sion will conduct a public
meeting and receive public
comments on a proposed
Amended E911 Ordinance.
The existing 911 Ordi-
nance, adopted in 1998,
established standards for
the county 911 emergency
system and imposed fees
of $2.50 per month on tel-
ephone wireline customers
in the county. In order to
preserve the integrity of
service to county residents,
the county has undertaken
to upgrade the E911 sys-
tem with the latest technol-
ogy available. Since E911
fees have not increased in
the county since 1998, they
are now insufficient to fund
necessary modern technol-
ogy upgrades to the E911
system. It is proposed that
fees be increased as fol-
lows: residential customers
from $2.50 to $5.00; busi-
ness from $2.50 to $8.00;
PBX lines from $2.50 to
$8.00; and Centrex lines
from $2.50 to $8.00. The
Proposed Amended Ordi-
nance may be examined at
the Pendleton County Ad-
ministrator’s Office, Pend-
leton County Courthouse.
1c

NOTICE OF MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF
REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION

TO WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN:

You are hereby notified
that the County Com-
mission of Pendleton
County will meet as a
Board of Review and
Equalization of Pend-
leton County, West Vir-
ginia, at the Courthouse
of said Pendleton County

beginning on
January 29, 2026

For the purpose of re-
viewing and equalizing
the assessment of said
Pendleton County, as
returned by the Asses-
sor thereof, and said
Board will continue to
meet in session from
day to day as long as the
said Board deems that
it will be justified in re-
maining in session. The
land books and personal
property books of said
Pendleton County for
this current year will
then be open for inspec-
tion and any person, or
persons may examine the
same and have any er-
rors corrected that may
appear in the assessment
of his or their property
and do such other and
further things as may be
necessary to protect his
interest therein. If any
person fails to apply for
relief at such meeting,
then he shall be deemed
to have waived his right
to ask for any correction
in his assessment list as
fixed by the aforesaid
Pendleton County Com-
mission, acting in the
capacity of said boards,
and he shall not there-
after be permitted to
question the correctness
of his list.

Anyone desiring to
appear before said Board
should contact Elise M.
White, P.O. Box 1167,
Franklin, WV 26807, or
call 304-358-2505.

Given under my hand
this 8th day of January,
2026.

Elise M. White,

Clerk of the Pendleton
County Commission of
Pendleton County, and
Ex-Officio Clerk of the
Board of Review and
Equalization 1-15-2¢

NOTICE OF
ANCILLARY
FILING WITHOUT ANY
ADMINISTRATION
OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given
that a foreign will or affi-
davit has been filed before
Pendleton County Commis-
sion at 100 S. Main Street,
Franklin, WV 26807.

That no appointment
of administration is being
made pursuant to the pro-
visions of law but that a
foreign will or affidavit of
heirs of the decedent has
been filed with the Pend-
leton County Commission,
and is of record in the
Pendleton County Clerk’s
Office.

Any interested person
objecting to the filing of the
foreign will or affidavit or
objecting to the absence of
appointment or adminis-
tration being made in this
state must be filed with the
Pendleton County Com-
mission within 60 days
after the date of first pub-
lication or within 30 days
of the serving of this notice,
whichever is later. If an

Commuissioners Hear That

General Services Building

Is Nearing Move-In Dates

By Stephen Smoot

Commissioner Roger Dahmer led the
first regular meeting of the Pendleton
County Commission with an invocation,
praying “Lord we ask you to guide our
actions and our words.” Carl Hevener,
commission president, then added that
“the way our country is going, I’d like to
start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
again,” which all joined in saying.

Discussion opened with an update
on the progress of the new Pendleton
County General Services Building,
located in the former Franklin
Elementary School.

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton County
Emergency  Services  coordinator,
has taken a lead role in getting the
structure restored to standards for
government service. One major issue
faced temporarily since the county
acquired the building lay in the fuel
consumption of the oil burning heat
system.

“Crews,” said Gillespie, “found
some sensors in various parts of the
school” all set above 80 degrees by
the previous owners. This contributed
to unexpectedly high fuel bills until
sensors were adjusted. He said, “Fuel
consumption has dropped tremendously
in the past couple of weeks.”

Preparation for the relocation of

multiple entities continues. The office
of emergency management’s conference
room, operations center, and office space
should “be ready toward the end of the
month. Gillespie asked commissioners
to create work priorities for the
contractor and also expressed that
West Virginia University Extension
and the Pendleton County Public
Service District would likely move next,

objection is not filed time- Rockingham County, VA
ly, the objection is forever Filed by:

barred. Timothy Arthur Bowers,
Son,
First Publication Date: Dayton, VA
Thursday,
January 15, 2026 Decedent:
Harold Albert
Claim Deadline Date: Puffenberger,
Monday, Charles County, MD
March 16, 2026 Filed by:
Barbara L. Puffenberger,
Decedent: Spouse,
Russell W. Wimer, La Plata, MD

Anne Arundel County, MD

Filed by: Subscribed and sworn to
Helen J. Wimer, before me on January 9,
Spouse, 2026.

Gambrills, MD

Elise M. White, Clerk of the
Decedent: Pendleton County Commis-
Bernice A. Bowers, sion 1-15-2¢

possibly, with state run offices in the
community building to follow after.

The Pendleton County Commission
purchased the building that is now
the PCGSB because officials feared
the rise in the bed of the South Branch
of the Potomac River had reached
the point where buildings previously
thought safe from flooding no longer
are. The nearby Pendleton Senior and
Family Services experienced flooding
issues in the first half of 2025.

Gillespie and commissioners
also tackled another issue, that of
undergoing the legally required
process, including public meetings,
involved in raising the county
landline fee upon which the funding
of Pendleton 911 depends. Not since
its inception in the mid-1990s has the
fee been raised.

Despite the decreases in landline
use and tremendous increase in
costs of operation since that point,
the commissioners opted for slight
increases in the fees. The commission
will hold the special public meeting on
the rate increase at 6:30 p.m. on Feb.
17.

Commissioners and  Gillespie
discussed issues concerning the
malfunctioning traffic cameras

overlooking U.S. Route 33 on North
Mountain. Gillespie presented a draft

Memorandum of Understanding
between the Pendleton County
Commission and the Pendleton

County Board of Education. It puts
into agreement the board’s offer to
assist the county with replacing the
camera and incurring on the board of
education no subsequent obligation.

“I applaud the board of education
for wanting to be a partner,” Gillespie
noted.

The OEM reconfigured a security
camera nearby to provide a less
effective viewpoint from which to see
road conditions, but it was described
as “a good stopgap” but “nowhere near
as good.”

Officials noted that no other county
in West Virginia funds its own
network of traffic cameras. The state
operates a 511 website with cameras
covering various locations on main
routes.
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County Commissioners Share Needs

Continued From Page 1

kind of function or task.

Counties have both no way to opt out, nor any funding help
from the state. This occurs on a much more massive scale in
the relationship between the states and the federal govern-
ment.

Hevener went on to add that “some counties can afford this”
and gave Kanawha and Cabell as examples of local govern-
ments with broad bases of funding support. Hevener added

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807
Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714

Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283
Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-8150

FRANKLIN - 3 BR 3 BA rer@i[;ls [ ole) i loane on 4.9 acres. $215.000

BRANDYWINE - 1 BR, 1 BA rustic log cabin on 32.28 ac bordering na-
tional forest. Solar and propane. WVPT2000860. $239,000.

SMOKE HOLE - WVGT2000894 $975;666 $899;660 $849,000; 13.93 +/-
ac., 2 Story Cabin, 3 rentals cabins, 2 ponds.

OLD

DOMINION
REALTY.

Built on Integrity

that “some counties can’t” due to budgetary constraints. Of-
ficials explained that every county government has a baseline
operating cost regardless of population and larger counties
with larger budgets, Hevener stated, have a better margin of
error than less populated.

Dahmer added a proposal concerning a “911 funding
mechanism” that would move the State away from “distribu-
tion based solely on population.” Rick Gillespie, Pendleton
County Emergency Services coordinator, then suggested that
a policy similar to the “1,400 floor” policy that gives sparsely
populated counties extra support for their school system. It
recognizes that funding for 1,400 students is the minimum
needed for a county school system that otherwise has sound
financial and budgetary practices. “911 only scales down so
small,” Gillespie noted.

Pendleton County recently decided to increase the 911
landline fee for the first time in approximately three decades.
That funding helps, but does not cover, operations.

Hevener shared that he would like to see a similar mecha-
nism also cover EMS, saying for schools “the 1,400 floor is a
good plan. “Funding does not take into account the transport
times for ambulances in counties that do not have their own
hospitals,” he explained, going on to add that “transport times
are a minimum of four hours or more.” Mike Alt, training
officer for Pendleton County Emergency Rescue, has also
pointed out in past meetings

39 Maple Ave
PO Box 999
Franklin, WV 26807

sugargrovewv.com
304.358.3332/3337 304.358.3334 (fax)

WWW. ARGROVEWYV.

with partial basement, on 0.15 ac. é
covered c @Qj@a e, detached 1
car garage iggﬁot water, some appllances convey.

SGR400A COMING SOON! 5 Bed, 3 Bath home located
in Franklin District on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful,
wooded surroundings while being near schools and all
town amenities. Attached 2 car garage, partially finished
basement, fenced yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3
Fireplaces, Well, Septic and Water Filtration system.
$549,000.00

SGR398A 2.07 Acres w/3 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin located

$1,695,000.00

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.

Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002
Stuart Bowers, Sales Agent C 304.668.1147
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT

M

SGR401-A Charming 2/3 bedroom, 1 bath, ranch style, SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove
ved driveway, 14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin,
several other buildings and outbundlngs adjoins National
Forest, very unique property. $279;660-60 5

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00,

SGR370A 599.19 Acres located in Sandy Ridge area,
Franklin District. Excellent Hunting, Food Plots, Timber,
Catfish Pond, Mountain Views w/Roads Throughout.

that it becomes more difficult
when patients needing trans-
port request to go to hospitals
farther, sometimes much
farther, away than a closer
facility that could provide the

same service.

Schetrom proposed a different funding mechanism for
those and other county-based, but cash-strapped services.
He explained that “the County Commissioners Association
is asking the Legislature to pass the Public Safety Bill in the
upcoming session.”

Modeled on Senate Bill 748, the bill stated that “Under
traditional funding mechanisms, many county commissions,
sheriffs’ departments, fire departments, and emergency and
ambulance services struggle to meet the emergency service
and public safety needs in unincorporated areas of this state”
and also that “under traditional funding mechanisms, county
boards of education have struggled to secure an adequate
number of school resource officers to keep students safe.”

If passed by county voters in a general election, counties
that met certain requirements could pass an amusement tax
or up to a one percent sales tax to benefit those services. One
logistical obstacle in the bill for this session lies in creating
“carve outs” to exclude from that tax those municipalities that
charge their own one percent tax. This will prevent town or city
residents from the burden of supporting both with sales taxes.

Dahmer also brought up continuing issues related to the
National Radio Quiet Zone and how they impact not only Pen-
dleton, but also Pocahontas and Rockingham and Highland
in Virginia. He urged the State Legislature or other state
officials to “come up with ways to get involved, go to bat for
us with the federal government.”

Hevener expressed a general issue that a number of counties
with sparse populations express as well, among them those
geographically far from the State Capital. “In Charleston, they
don’t even know we exist,” he stated in frustration, “so our
county doesn’t matter much. We're not even on their radar.”

in Ruddle. LP and ﬁi@e d Heat, Septic and Shared
Gravity Fed Well. F ~ Franklin District. Great buy
at $159,000.00

SGR396A 0.721 ac., home with 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths, 3
car garage, paved dri ﬁq’t ge back deck w/exceptional
mountain view, in Fr ross from Pendleton Manor.
$349,000.00

SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon
Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249;000-66 REDUCED
$239,000.00

SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home. 3
Bed, 2 Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 30.01 Acres located
in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two
Car Garage & Partial Basement. Mature plants and trees.

SGR391A 7.94 Acres w/Riverfront Cabin along US Rt 220
South, just outside of Franklin. Two Bed, 1 Bath, new build
2024. Great location for Airbnb or personal weekend get- §
away Plenty of room for recreation along river NEW LIST-

SGR382A 45 Ac w/1 Bed,

North Fork Flats. Perfect for hunters, fisherman or outdoor

SGR355A 0.241 Acres w/4 Bed, 2 Bath 2475 sq ft home
located in the town of Franklin. Finished basement,

SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg.

SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89

SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property
adjoins neighboring motel $42-5;000:99 $320;000-00

SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture several year-

g round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet Electric, 1.3
1 Bath Cabin, Solar miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shootlng Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00

- - 2022 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4 STX PKG., 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., 1dd., charcoal, 60k miles ................... $36,900
SGR369A 15.17 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath cabin, Electric & | | 2022 FORD E-450 CUTAWAY UTILITY TRUCK, 7.3 gas, auto., refrigerated enclosed body, only 43K miles ....................... $21,900
Propane Heat, Cistern, Septic (unapproved). Located in | | 051 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB L/BED 4X4, XLT pkg., 6.2 gas V-8, auto., 1dd., one owner, 144K miles ..oooooororocrrerrern. $26,900

PASSENGER VEHICLES
2023 FORD ESCAPE ST AW

900.00

SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round

SGR380A 5.62 Acres, Lot #3, Sharp Ridge, Electric
nearby, Easy Access, Some Restrictions, Franklin District.
$49,500.00

Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399;606-60 SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective
REDUCED $379,000.00. covenants and restrictions. Oak_ Flat Estates near Bran-

Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life gGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
Estate on 6 Acres. Franklin District. $169,000.00. derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.

i Furry of
alVIMba

GREAT FINANCING RATES NOw AVAILABLE

...................................................................................................................................... SALE
2024 FORD MAVERICK AWD, XLT, 2.0 4-cyl., auto., Idd, tan, 2K miles, 1K€ NeW........c..ccreoereriririniiiiecececeeseeie $34,900
2023 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., 1dd., white, 110K miles, ex. cond........ SPECIAL $29;968 $27,900

TRUCT XS cocrcomrmonerenereomrponenoeermoonenaenmoin

2020 FORD F-250 CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, XL pkg., 6.2 gas V-8, auto., Idd., 106K miles, white ........
2019 CHEVROLET COLORADO CREW CAB 4X4, V-6, auto., 1dd., charcoal, 88K miles, ex. cond. .
2018 CHEVROLET 2500 HD CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, 6.0 V-8, auto., Idd., white, 203K miles..........cccocecvrriririereerieirirnnns
2014 TOYOTA TACOMA EX. CAB, 4x4, auto., 1dd., silver only 111K miles........cccceriiriiniiniiiiiiieeeceeecseeseeiee
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc
2006 GMC 7500 SERIES DUMP TRUCK, Cat dsl., Allison, only 77K miles, knuckle boom
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, Idd w/accessories, only 45K miles

2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premlum Pkg.,” 1dd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles
2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUYV, 4-cyl., auto., dd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp
2020 CADILLAC XT4 SPORT AWD, 2.0 liter, auto., ldd., pearl white, only 58K miles...
2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., 1dd., pearl white, 94K miles.........cccocoriieereernnnes
2019 FORD TAURUS AWD “POLICE INTERCEPTOR,” 3.7 V-6, auto, Idd, maroon, 143K miles.
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., charcoal, 131K miles.........ccccevreecinnnennenes

2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, V-6, auto., 1dd., white, local 1 owner, 117K miles, ex. cond........
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., Idd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp...
2018 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED AWD V-6, auto., Idd, white, 89K miles, Very nice............coceceveereeneenecnennnene.
2017 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED 4X4, 3.5 liter V-6, auto., 1dd., local 1-owner trade in w/149K miles, beige
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR HARD TOP 4X4, “Willy’s” pkg., V-6, auto., 1dd, charcoal, only 88K miles...........
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT PREMIUM PKG. AWD,
2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE AWD, 2.4 liter 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., silver, 77K miles..........
2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT 4-DR 4X4, 4.0 V-6, auto., 1dd., one owner, only 102K miles.......
2004 FORD EXCURSION LIMITED 4X4, 6.0 dsl., auto., 1dd., black, mint one-owner, 79K miles ...

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

Rt. 33 East, Riverton
304-567-2999 - 1-800-547-2999
Pictures and Full Description of
ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

FOR JUST $29,500

SPECIAL $49;568 $44,500
.$24,900

w/options, charcoa miles, [1Ike new, over 5ompg..

3.5 V-6, auto., 1dd., silver, 120K miles .............

We are seeking additional housing
for our Moorefield, WV facility

BROILERS

Contact
Duke Dunkle
304.703.7407

Larkin.Dunkle@pilgrims.com

Upgrade incentives and new housing

incentives available.
Fuel pay incentives of $.05/sq. ft. paid

year round.

BREEDERS

Contact
Mlchael Mallow
304.538.5352

Michael.Mallow@jbssa.com

Pilgrim’'s Moorefield Breeder Department is
seeking additional housing for hatching egg

production for our growing facility.

All litter amendments and bug spray paid

year round.

Extended term contracts and new

We offer many opportunities to expand

existing farms. Upgrades can be done within

one year of transfer.

_ i

©

208 S. Main St.
Moorefield, WV 26836

Visit our website

www.pilgrims.com

EOE, including disability/vets
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Contact us
O 304.538.5356

increased building incentives are available!
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