
BOE Hears Energy Express Update, 
Hires New PCM/HS Principal

By Stephen Smoot

The Pendleton County Board of Education 
held its initial meeting for July and also for 
fiscal year 2027 last week. J. D. Wilkins, 
board president, opened the meeting with the 
customary invocation, praying, “We thank 
You for the opportunity to see our nation’s 
250th birthday and we thank You for every-
thing that took place there.”

Katie Hott and Wilkins, along with Mari-

lyn Propst, newly elected board member, 
took the oath of office. Nominations were 
made and accepted for board president and 
vice president. Wilkins accepted nomination 
and election as president with Sonny O’Neil 
as vice president.

O’Neil was confirmed to accept an appoint-
ment to the EPIC board of directors. Hott 
returned to the 4-H committee with Wilkins 
to the South Branch Career and Technical 

Pendleton County Grand 
Jury Releases Indictments

By Stephen Smoot

The Pendleton County 
Grand Jury has released 
its slate of indictments. The 
history of grand juries in 
the Anglo-American system 
of justice dates back to the 
Assize of Clarendon under 
King Henry II. Their role 
lies in deciding if evidence 
presented is enough to war-
rant moving to the next step 
of a trial.

An indictment does not on 
its own indicate guilt.

The next phase of the pro-
cess comes with the petit 
jury, unless the defendant 
chooses to make a plea deal 
and it is accepted. Twelve 
jurors must decide if the 
defendant is either guilty 
or not guilty. Juries do not 

judge innocence versus guilt. 
They judge whether or not 
the prosecution made its case 
according to the evidence. 

The grand jury issued four 
indictments against Roger 
Odell Hoover. The first count 
accuses him of “Strangula-
tion, a Felony” and states he 
“did unlawfully and feloni-
ously strangle another with-
out that person’s consent and 
thereby did cause the other 
person bodily injury or loss 
of consciousness . . .  against 
the peace and dignity of the 
State of West Virginia.”

The second count alleges 
“Domestic Battery, a Mis-
demeanor” and that he “did 
unlawfully and intention-
ally make physical contact 
of an insulting or provoking 
nature to their family or 
household member or did 
unlawfully and intentionally 
cause physical harm to their 
family or household member 
. . . against the peace and 
dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

The third count alleges 
“Obstructing an Officer, a 
Misdemeanor” and states 
that he “did unlawfully, by 
threats, menaces, acts, or 
otherwise, forcibly or ille-
gally hinder or obstruct . . . 
an law enforcement officer, 
probation officer, or parole 
officer . . . against the peace 
and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.”

The fourth county alleges 
“Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, a Misdemeanor” 
and states that he “did un-
lawfully, knowingly, and 
intentionally possess a con-
trolled substance . . . Mari-
juana . . . against the peace 
and dignity of the State of 

West Virginia.”
The grand jury indicted 

Brandon Parham Stewart on 
27 felony counts.

Counts one through nine 
allege “Sexual Abuse By a 
Parent, Guardian, Custo-
dian, or Person in a Position 
of Trust to a Child, a Felony” 
and states that he did “un-
lawfully, and feloniously” 
commit the act “against the 
peace and dignity of the 
State of West Virginia.”

Counts 10 through 18 al-
lege “Incest, a Felony” and 
states that he “did unlaw-
fully and feloniously” commit 
the act “against the peace 
and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.”

Counts 19 through 27 al-
lege “Sexual Assault in the 
Third Degree, a Felony” and 
states that he did unlawfully 
and feloniously” commit the 
act “with . . . a juvenile . . 
.  who was at the time less 
than sixteen years of age 
. . . against the peace and 
dignity of the State of West 
Virginia.”

The grand jury indicted 
Troy Arbaugh Jr. on four 
counts.

The first count alleges 
“Failure to Register As a Sex-
ual Offender or Provide No-
tice of Registration Changes, 
a Felony” and states that 
he “did unlawfully and fe-
loniously . . .  fail to provide 
notice of his social media 
account, that being his Insta-
gram account ‘tonyarbaugh’ 
within ten business days . 
. . having previously been 
convicted of Failure to Reg-
ister As a Sexual Offender or 
Provide Notice of Registra-
tion Changes . . . against the 

U.S. Supreme Court Case From 
1853 Could Have Impact on Current 
Methodist Church Schism Disputes

By Stephen Smoot

After the United Methodist 
Church became less so fol-
lowing schisms over religious 
practice and positions on social 
issues, debates over property 
and asset ownership soon fol-
lowed. 

During the past few months, 
both the West Virginia State 
Legislature and West Virginia 
State Supreme Court of Ap-
peals have examined the is-
sue and the law surrounding 
it. It would almost serve the 
cause of appropriateness for 
West Virginia to address this 
issue. Bishop Francis Asbury, 
who led the split from the 
British Methodist Church in 
1784, labored for many years 
among many other “circuit 
rider” preachers in the then-
western Virginia mountains to 
establish Methodism in remote 
areas.

At one point in his journal, 
he bemoaned the fact that 
his converts in eastern Vir-
ginia kept moving west into the 
mountains, keeping the church 
from growing in the eastern 
counties. 

By the 1840s, however, a 
dispute emerged over a Geor-
gia bishop owning slaves. He 
had inherited and received by 
marriage two slaves that he 
did not wish to own. He desired 
to emancipate them once they 
could support themselves, 
according to Wofford College 
Archivist Phillip Stone in an 
article, but both requested to 
stay with him for humanitar-
ian reasons. State law made it 
difficult to emancipate a slave 
as well.

This dispute over the slave 
owning bishop’s worthiness to 
serve, which tapped into the 
general conflict over slavery 
itself, the church separated 
into separate northern and 
southern organizations. 

Nine years afterward, a dis-
pute arose over a church oper-
ated institution in Cincinnati 
called “The Book Concern.” 
The founders of Methodism, 
Charles and John Wesley, 
promoted the ideal that Chris-
tians should be avid consumers 
of books. By 1787 when Ameri-
can Methodists had charted 

their own path, the first “Book 
Concern” was started in Phila-
delphia with $600.

The publishing house would 
print materials for sale to 
Methodists in rural, remote, or 
frontier areas. It also published 
popular magazines which were 
among the most circulated of 
such works in America at the 
time.

Profits from those sales 
would go to support the needs 
of often impoverished circuit 
riding preachers who traveled 
from church to church in such 
regions to preach the Gospel. 
At some point well before the 
Church split, a “Book Con-
cern” opened operations in 
Cincinnati. In 1853, a dispute 
emerged over which of the two 
organizations had rights to the 
proceeds of it. This case went 
to the United States Supreme 
Court as Smith v. Swormstedt 
(1853).

The case syllabus shared 
that the property, known as 
the “Book Concern,” had come 
from “the result of the labors 
and accumulation of all the 
ministers.” It added that “The 
Methodist Church was divided. 
It was not a case of the seces-
sion of a part from the main 
body. Neither division lost 
its interest in the common 
property.”

The “Book Concern” was 
administered by Leroy Sworm-
stedt and others who were all 
citizens of either the states of 

Ohio or New York. Representa-
tives of Methodist Episcopal 
Church South demanded the 
appropriate share of proceeds 
to distribute amongst circuit 
riders adhering to the southern 
church. 

The nature of how the 
church divided, according to 
the Southern plaintiffs was 
that its organization “was 
entitled to its proportion of 
the common property real 
and personal of the (original 
American) Methodist Episco-
pal Church . . . to which the 
members of the church south 
had contributed more than 
their share.” Representatives 
from Methodist Episcopal 
Church North did not dispute 
the facts presented so much as 
their interpretation.

Southern Methodists claim 
that the conference created 
two distinct and legitimate 
Methodist churches. Northern 
Methodists saw the action as 
“an unauthorized separation” 
that meant “they have hereby 
renounced and forfeited all 
claim, either in law or equity, 
to any portion of the property 
in question.”

Supreme Court Justice Sam-
uel Nelson, who also served 
as chief justice of the New 
York State Supreme Court, 
delivered the opinion of the 
court. He relied heavily on 
the veteran Justice Joseph 
Story who served as Chief Jus-
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USDA Announces Drought Aid 
For Much of Potomac Highlands

By Stephen Smoot

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
announced aid for 25 West 
Virginia counties. Thirteen 
of these were declared pri-
mary natural disaster areas 
while the remainder were 
categorized as “contiguous.” 
This included six Southern 
West Virginia counties, as 
well as Grant, Hampshire, 
Hardy, Mineral, Pendleton, 
Randolph and Tucker.

T h e  P o t o m a c  H i g h -
lands saw weeks of severe 
drought, as is defined by the 
USDA. The South Branch 
Valley watershed counties 
all remain currently in D1 
- Moderate Drought despite 
the plentiful rains as of 
late. Last week, the West 
Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture announced that 
qualifying farmers in both 
the primary and contiguous 
counties can apply for emer-
gency loan assistance.

The WVDA urged those 
who may qualify to con-
tact the local Farm Service 
Agency office.

According to the USDA, 
help can be obtained through 
emergency farm loans. As its 
website states, “These loans 
can be used to restore or 
replace essential property, 
cover production costs, pay 
essential family living ex-
penses, and refinance cer-
tain debts. The aim is to help 
producers recover swiftly 
and maintain the viability 
of their operations during 
and after disaster recovery.”

“Farmers and ranchers 

who operate in a disaster-
designated county and have 
experienced substantial 
damage or loss” may apply 
for these loans. The USDA 
states also that “applicants 
must demonstrate an in-
ability to obtain sufficient 
credit from other sources to 
cover their disaster-related 
needs.”

Potential applicants have 
eight months from the decla-
ration of disaster to submit 
an application.

Loans can be used to re-
pair or replace important 
property, cover produc-
tion costs for the upcoming 
season, refinance disaster-

related debts outside of 
real estate, and to organize 
greater efficiencies in farm 
operations.

Applicants can file for 
loans to cover up to 100 
percent of losses up to a cap 
of $500,000. Repayment 
terms can extend, depend-
ing on the case, from one to 
40 years. Response from the 
FSA is generally quick.

While the region is expect-
ed to continue to receive rain 
in the immediate future, the 
federal website drought.gov 
expects some drought condi-
tions to persist through the 
season in the South Branch 
watershed. 

Area Methodist churches have gotten caught up in battles over 
separation.

Board members heard of community volunteers helping to add to Energy Express programs, including 
three Wildcat football players from PCMHS.

“Color me with Gratitude 
Glowing for Jesus” Vacation 
Bible School will be held 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. July 20 
- 24 at First Baptist Church 
of Brandywine. Children 
ages 4 to 18 are welcome to 
attend.

Kickoff and pre-registra-
tion will be held from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Sunday. Parents 
must be present during 
kickoff. 

Dinner will be served dai-
ly, along with Bible lessons, 
worship, crafts and snacks.

Come glow for Jesus and 
learn about growing in faith, 
building friendships and liv-
ing with gratitude. 

VBS Scheduled at
First Baptist  Church



peace and dignity of the State of West Virginia.” 
The second count alleges “Failure to Register As a Sexual 

Offender or Provide Notice of Registration Changes, a Fel-
ony” and states that he “did unlawfully and feloniously . . .  
fail to provide notice of his social media account, that being 
his Instagram account ‘arbaughtony’ within ten business 
days . . . having previously been convicted of Failure to Reg-
ister As a Sexual Offender or Provide Notice of Registration 
Changes . . . against the peace and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.” 

The third count alleges “Failure to Register As a Sexual Of-
fender or Provide Notice of Registration Changes, a Felony” 
and states that he “did unlawfully and feloniously . . .  fail 
to provide notice of his social media account, that being his 
Instagram account ‘tonydeanarbaugh’ within ten business 
days . . . having previously been convicted of Failure to Reg-
ister As a Sexual Offender or Provide Notice of Registration 
Changes . . . against the peace and dignity of the State of 
West Virginia.” 

The fourth count alleges “Failure to Register As a Sexual 

Offender or Provide Notice of Registration Changes, a Fel-
ony” and states that he “did unlawfully and feloniously . . .  
fail to provide notice of his release from incarceration within 
three business days . . . having previously been convicted of 
Failure to Register As a Sexual Offender or Provide Notice 
of Registration Changes . . . against the peace and dignity 
of the State of West Virginia.” 

The grand jury approved five indictments against Kevin 
Glenn Thompson Sr. and Cody Lee Thompson.

The first, fourth, and fifth count allege “Delivery of a Con-
trolled Substance, Second or Subsequent Offense” and states 
that they “did unlawfully, willfully, and feloniously deliver a 
controlled substance . . . Methamphetamine . . . against the 
peace and dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

The second count alleges “Conspiracy, a Felony” and state 
that “Kevin Glenn Thompson Sr. did unlawfully, willfully, 
and feloniously, conspire with Cody Lee Thompson . . . to 
commit the offense Delivery of a Controlled Substance . . . 
against the peace and dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

The third count alleges “Conspiracy, a Felony” and state 
that “Cody Lee Thompson did unlawfully, willfully, and 
feloniously, conspire with Kevin Glenn Thompson Sr. . . . to 
commit the offense Delivery of a Controlled Substance . . . 
against the peace and dignity of the State of West Virginia.”

School board of directors and Betty Kimble to the Pendleton 
County Foundation. 

Board members heard a presentation on the 2026 edition 
of Energy Express by Shay Dove. The Franklin Elementary 
School teacher also led classes with Energy Express. This 
discussion included the reasons behind the program, oper-
ated by West Virginia University Extension with community 
partners. 

These partners include Greer Lime, South Branch Ruritan 
Club, Pendleton County Commission, Pendleton County 
Family Support Center, American Woodmark, Bruce Alt, 
Sugar Grove Lions Club. Burke and Herbert, Modern Wood-
men, Hott’s Ag Service, and Franklin Moose Lodge. 

Energy Express has the twin goals of providing nutritional 
meals during summer break that some children may not have 
the opportunity to get otherwise. The program also aims to 
“stop the slide,” or the loss of fundamental academic skills 
over the summer. 

Dove cited studies that showed many children do not get 
read to during the summer months. “They’re not reading in 
the summer. That interested me enough to apply for the job 
and go to the trainings,” she said. She then discussed a couple 
of things that made her fall in love with Energy Express.

One of the best pieces of news lay in the fact that the 
program hit maximum enrollment with 32 students. Each 
program can have eight children per adult mentor and cur-
rently only four are working with the program. They hope to 
recruit more next year to also expand the number of students 
they can serve in Energy Express.

“We have 20 from Franklin Elementary, 10 from Bran-
dywine, and two from North Fork, which makes me sad,” 
shared Dove. She speculated that news of the program may 
not have reached enough parents in that area. Later, she 
stated that “Pendleton County has a culture (where) you 
have to come in and work to show everybody that it works 
before people buy in.”

Dove added as well that “when I applied for this job, I said 
I was just the kind of kid that needed it.”

Mentors from the program included Paigelyn Long, who 
graduated from Pendleton County Middle/High School 
in 2025 and has an associate’s degree in education from 
Potomac State. She will further her education at Concord 
University. Vivian Pownell graduated from PCM/HS last 
spring and will complete her associate’s degree at Eastern 
West Virginia Community and Technical College.

Laney Sites-Woods was also introduced. The recent gradu-
ate, it was shared, changed her major to art education. Men-
tors are also part of AmeriCorps and earn a $1,500 stipend. 
Should they serve for two years, they get a semester of tuition 
paid for at an institution of higher learning in West Virginia. 

Next came a discussion of how the curriculum builds on 
itself through the course of the session. This includes read-
ing, writing, and art from the students every day they come 
to learn. The unique aspect to Pendleton County’s program 
lies in its partnership with Experience Learning, which ar-

ranges a different field trip each Friday to a local site where 
they can get hands-on education.

It was also shared that students who go through the pro-
gram will have school year progress charted to assess the 
impact of Energy Express. 

Community volunteers also stop in to deliver presenta-
tions or perform activities. Amelia Bolden, the alternate 
West Virginia University Mountaineer, stopped in, and Kim 
Seymour talked about dogs. Wildcat varsity football players 
also made an appearance this summer.

Under employment of personnel approvals, Janice Hevener 
was named as the new principal at PCM/HS. 

After discussing budget revisions, J. P. Mowery, Pendleton 
County Schools treasurer, listed proposals for a year of work-
men’s compensation coverage. He reported that PCS had 
earned a .65 in risk with one serving as the average score. 
Below average indicates a good record of employee safety. 
Mowery stated that “we finished the year of 2026 paying 
$22,003.35” with Travelers Insurance. That same company 
bid to provide coverage for fiscal year 2027 at $21,252.

“Travelers has been great to work with,” shared Mowery, 
who added “they also came in with the best premium. I 
think it’s a good relationship, which is why I think they feel 
comfortable with us.”

Mowery then discussed HVAC costs in recent years, say-
ing “some of it’s parts. Sometimes it’s repair. Sometimes it’s 
preventative maintenance” but “we are, in my estimation, 
paying as much or more than we ever have in that particular 
area.” He stated that he would prepare a report breaking 
down how much went to labor, to parts, and maintenance.

“It’s not unreasonable charges,” he noted, “we’re just hav-
ing a lot of work being done.” Mowery added “I do want us 
to take a further look at that.”

Next, he shared that work on the stage floor at Brandywine 
Elementary School had been repaired and replaced.

Mowery then discussed meetings of state legislators con-
cerning the school funding formula. He and the treasurer 
from Cabell County Schools were the only two present hold-
ing that position. 

“We had a pretty strong discussion in that room,” he 
stated and added that “the fact that there is no allowance 
for inflation” in the formula served as an issue of concern. 
He echoed Sheena van Meter’s, Hardy County superinten-
dent, criticisms that as school systems have been asked to 
cover more functions, “there’s been no change in how many 
personnel they allow.”

Mowery shared that at one point, “it was also mentioned, 
do you want to pick apart all of these things or do you just 
want to give counties an allowance for additional personnel 
and say it’s been a long time since you’ve had an increase?”

Travis Heavner then provided a facilities report, which 
included $1 million, a grant from the West Virginia School 
Building Authority, towards HVAC work at Brandywine 
Elementary School. It was of only eight projects approved 
by the State.

On a recommendation by Nicole Hevener, superintendent, 
the board moved their public meeting time from 5:30 to 5:00 
p.m. for added convenience to all concerned.
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Pamela Joy Clifton

Pamela Joy Clifton, 66, 
of Franklin passed away on 
July 9, 2026 at her home.

She was born Nov. 10, 
1959, in Staunton, Virginia, 
the daughter of the late 
Betty Lee (Harris) Rowe and 
William A. Rowe, Sr. 

Mrs. Clifton was a 1978 
graduate of Fort Defiance 
High School and was a Bap-
tist by faith.

She retired from Caro-
graphics in Verona, Virginia.

Her husband of 30 years, 
Ricky Clifton, preceded her 
in death.

She leaves behind to cher-
ish her memory a step-son, 
Ryan Clifton of Crimora, 
Virginia; a brother, William 
A. “Billy” Rowe, Jr. “little 
brother” of Franklin; and a 
grandchild, Cain.

In honoring her wishes, 
her body has been cremated.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

Memorials may be made to 
Mountain Hospice or to any 
Pendleton County Rescue 
Squad.

Memories and words of 
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

Potomac State 
College Releases 
Spring Honor Lists

West Virginia University Potomac State College staff in 
Keyser have announced the students who earned a place on 
the Spring 2026 President’s and Dean’s list.

Pendleton County students recognized for attaining the 
President’s List and earning a grade-point average of 3.700 
or higher for the semester were Caitlyn Cooper, Shelbee 
Ann Hinkle, Addison Lynne Rexrode, Jenna R. Smith and 
Ally Makenna Vance.

Named to Dean’s List from the county were Dalton Thomas 
Hester, Paigelyn Renee Long and Jaida B. Reel. Students 
who earn a grade-point average of 3.000 to 3.699 qualify for 
the Dean’s List.

THANK YOU
The family of David G. McConnell would like to 

say “THANKS” to all for your love, support, cards,
flowers, food, donations and just being there for us all.

Thanks to everyone that helped Davy with the farm 
work while I was at the hospital with Dave. Thanks 
for the rides home and back to the hospital.

Thanks to all the special doctors, nurses and
helpers that were there for Dave on the ICU floor at 
UVA Hospital in Charlottesville, Virginia. Thanks 
to Davita in Harrisonburg, Virginia, for his kidney
dialysis treatments and the Veterans Affairs for your 
help and support.

Thanks to David, Lori and Claude at Basagic
Funeral Home for all the love and support you gave to 
me and my family during this difficult time and also 
thanks for arranging the military honors conducted 
by the U.S. Army and the veterans. Dave would have 
been so proud for the celebration of life we had for him 
and the beautiful service Pastor Mike Loudermilk 
had. Dave was respected and loved by many.

Love to my family, friends and neighbors then and 
now, and my church family, as well. Prayers and God 
is what got us all through this.

Thanks to my son, Davy, and Hillary for being there 
for me with all the phone calls and coming to the
hospital when I needed you.

Dave fought the fight, but God wanted him more. 
He’s at peace with no pain. He had been through so 
much. We all miss “HUEY.”

Till we meet again. Love you forever.

Dianne, Davy, Hillary, Hunter, Nikki, Hunter, 
Quinley, Hattie, Dawson, Reagan, Josef,
Gene, Joan, Scott, Becky, Daniel, Renee,

Robert and Rhett
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Sunday Buffet

$3000

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Gazpacho (Spain), Ensalada Criolla (Argentina),
Roast Lamb (England), Empanadas (Argentina),

Coq au Vin (France), Paella (Spain),
Ratatouille (France), Roasted Potatoes (England), 

Yorkshire Pudding (England)

World Cup Celebration

$4000

Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Fried Calamari,
Shrimp Creole, Scampi Style Scallops,

Fried Clams, Fried Oysters, Roast Beef w/Gravy,
Herb Baked Chicken Breast, Hush Puppies, 

Steamed Rice, Corn, Buttered Potatoes,
     Cheddar Bay Biscuits, Assorted Desserts

Seafood Buffet
Friday, July 17• 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Restaurant Hours: 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Sunday, July 19 • Noon - 3 p.m.
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PJM Implements Electric Supply Load Management 
Protocols as Summer Heat Wave Drives Demand

By Stephen Smoot

Last week, West Virginia Metro News’s T. J. 
Meadows reported that PJM Interconnection had 
undertaken a preload emergency management 
reduction action across its system. This measure 
came in response to the Independence Day Week 
heat wave that had settled in the Eastern United 
States.

It also released a Maximum Generation Alert 
for July 3.

That said, the organization also stated that “this 
alert does not require any action from customers.”

PJM Interconnection, according to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, “operates a com-
petitive wholesale energy market and manages 
the reliability of its transmission grid.” That grid 
serves the Mid Atlantic and part of the Midwest 
into the Chicago area. 

Its main pillars of energy production rest on 
facilities in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Its 
job lies in both ensuring the reliability of electric 
power while trying to keep consumer costs as low 
as possible. They do this through promoting grid 
capacity by encouraging adding supply to meet 
demand and also for added transmission lines 
to carry the increasing burden of national power 
demands. 

West Virginia Governor Patrick Morrisey, along 
with the West Virginia State Legislature, has en-
acted policies to help PJM Interconnection meet 
rising demand in its area covering 13 states and 
the District of Columbia. This has helped PJM 
consumers avoid some of the problems afflicting 
other parts of the nation.

New York State, which uses its own system, 
called for voluntary load management from its 
system customers last week, asking them to keep 
thermostats in the high 70s to prevent power dis-
ruption. The Empire State has embraced “Green” 
policies over the past several years that block 

relatively inexpensive Appalachian natural gas 
from power production and also closed the Indian 
Point nuclear power plant that once supplied 25 
percent of New York City’s power.

Reducing the supply of power for that system 
has forced New Yorkers to deal with the con-
sequences of those policies. Also, since it is in 
a different system, its dysfunction does not af-
fect PJM Interconnection’s system. Should PJM 
Interconnection’s ability to supply power fail to 
keep up with demand due to too little electricity 
generated by power plants, its average consumers 
could face similar issues as New Yorkers have so 
far this month.

PJM Interconnection advocates for policies at 
the state and federal level that will keep consumer 
rates as low as possible in the long-term as well. 
This includes advocating for policies that data 
center operations not pass on the added cost of 
their power to residential or other business cus-
tomers. The West Virginia State Legislature, for 
example, followed this lead and mandated that 
data centers pay for their own electrical upgrades 
while also encouraging them to develop “micro-
grids,” independent sources of power that do not 
draw from the grid. Nor could they sell power to 
others to compete with the grid.

A preload emergency management reduction 
represents an early step in response to spikes in 
demand. One could consider electric power almost 
like a financial budget in this sense. PJM Inter-
connection has agreements in place with certain 
consumers to reduce use in ways that will not 
affect the average consumer. The purpose lies in 
keeping rates flat while also ensuring a steady 
flow of power.

One could consider it the same as reducing 
the weekly eating out at a restaurant part of the 
budget to help pay for an unexpected car repair. 
The budget remains in good shape, but requires 
moving resources around.

According to PJM Interconnection, it works 
because their “Demand Response programs pay 
customers in advance who sign up to allow re-
duction of their electricity use in emergencies.”

PJM Interconnection had to take these steps 
in June of 2025. Last year, in the wake of power 
demand hitting its highest level since 2011, the 
organization released details. It stated that “PJM 
served a preliminary hourly integrated peak load 
of 160,526 MW between 5 and 6 p.m. Eastern on 
June 23. This exceeds PJM’s summer forecast 
load of 154,000 MW and is the highest demand 
recorded on the PJM system since 2011.”

One megawatt powers approximately 800 
homes.

In addition to the pre load emergency reduction 
action, it also declared a maximum generation 
alert.

Last Thursday, PJM Interconnection reported 
that “its peak instantaneous load was approxi-
mately 162,700 MW between 5 and 6 p.m., ac-
cording to preliminary figures, but that figure 
was suppressed by the use of demand response 
programs. The peak load is likely to have sur-
passed the all-time PJM record of 165,600 MW 
set in 2006.”

It explained also that “PJM coordinates with 
its generation and transmission owners as we 
respond to the needs of the grid in real-time 
based on actual conditions to preserve reliability 
for the 67 million people we serve.”

The Maximum Generation Alert, explains 
PJM Interconnection “is targeted at generation 
transmission owners, who then determine if any 
maintenance or testing on equipment can be de-
ferred or canceled. By deferring maintenance, the 
units stay online and continue to produce energy 
that is needed to serve electricity demand within 
the PJM region.”

Relief came last weekend as rains returned to the 
region, ushering in somewhat lower temperatures.

School Clothing Allowance Program Announced
The West Virginia Department of Human Services, 

Bureau for Family Assistance will begin accepting school 
clothing allowance applications on July 20 for eligible 
children enrolled in West Virginia schools.  All families 
must apply and may do so online at www.wvpath.wv.gov 
or by requesting a paper application be mailed to them 
by contacting their local DOHS office or by calling 1-877-
716-1212.  Applications will be accepted until Aug. 15, or 
until the available funds are fully allocated, whichever 
occurs first. To be eligible for approval, applications must 
reach the local office before the program closes.

The program’s opening had been on hold amid uncer-
tainty over the state’s federal Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families funding. Governor Patrick Morrisey 
announced that West Virginia has ensured that the 
funding needed to open the program for families this 

year will be available.
“We are doing this the right way, and we’re working 

to make funding streams last. COVID-era reliance on 
one-time money helped create these challenges, so now 
we are working to put this program on solid footing. 
Starting July 20, West Virginia families can apply for 
the School Clothing Allowance,” said Morrisey.

Each eligible child will receive a $200 benefit that 
may be used toward the purchase of appropriate school 
clothing or piece goods for families who sew clothing for 
their children.

The monthly income for a family of four for the school 
clothing program may not exceed $3,483. Verification 
of income for July 2026 must be submitted with the 
application.

Income limits for the School Clothing Allowance 

Program for 2026 are as follows (number of persons in 
household and monthly income limit): one, $1,696; two, 
$2,292; three, $2,888; four, $3,483; five, $4,079; six, 
$4,675; seven, $5,271; eight, $5,867; nine, $6,463; 10, 
$7,059; and each additional person add $596.

School clothing allowance program recipients will 
receive payments on their electronic benefit transfer 
card. This allows for both online transactions and an 
increased choice of vendors when purchasing school 
clothing or piece goods. The EBT card will operate like 
a debit card and can be used at any retailer who accepts 
EBT cash transactions. Parents or guardians of children 
in foster care will receive the school clothing allowance 
benefit as a check.

Those needing to update their address may do so at 
www.wvpath.wv.gov or by calling DoHS’s Customer 

Service Center at 1-877-
716-1212.

Friday, July 17
Baked Swiss Chicken

Parsley Potatoes
Harvard Beets, Melon 

Monday, July 20
Fish Sticks

Macaroni & Cheese
Collard Greens

Mandarin Oranges
Tuesday, July 21

Wednesday, July 22
Cheeseburger w/

Lettuce, Tomato & Onion
Potato Salad
Jello w/Fruit

Thursday, July 23
Taco Salad 

w/Nacho Chips, Corn
Apple Cobbler 

w/Vanilla Ice Cream

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

304-358-2421

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 
with 2% milk & a bread.               

Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first. 

Menus are subject to change.

NATIONAL 
VANILLA ICE CREAM DAY!
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Pendleton County Middle/High School will 
be destroying student files on students who
graduated in 2020. Records will continue to be 
kept on all students who are now in school.

Federal and state laws require that we provide 
public notification of our intent to destroy these 
records and that we provide the opportunity for
students and their parents or guardians to review 
these records prior to their destruction.  We will
begin this process on July 16, 2026.  Records will 
be available to review or receive until August 15, 
2026.

If you have any questions or wish to review or 
receive records, please contact Janice Heavner or 
Stephanie Latif at 304-358-2573 or by email at
janice.heavner@k12.wv.us or stephanie.latif@k12.
wv.us.

PUBLIC NOTICE

10 Years Ago
Week of July 21, 2016

PCVHG Disposes of 
37 American Flags

The Pendleton County 
Veterans Honor Guard 
recently disposed of 37 
unserviceable American 
flags donated for disposal 
by local citizens.

Unserviceable American 
flags are those that have 
become tattered, torn, faded 
or otherwise no longer 
suitable for use. Out of 
respect for the American flag, 
these should not be placed in 
the trash, but honorably 
and respectfully disposed of 
by burning during a proper 
ceremony.

The PCVHG is continuing 
to collect unserviceable 
American flags for the next 
disposal ceremony. 

The PCVHG also provides 
military graveside rites for 
deceased military veterans.

 
SUGAR GROVE

Lores Have Been Passed 
Down by Generations

Before 1920,  persons 
living in the rural areas of 
Appalachia had no radios or 
daily newspapers. In order to 
tell the up-coming weather, 
they had to depend on 
their knowledge of nature, 
which had preserved in oral 
tradition for generations. 

If the farmer rose early in 
the morning to prepare for 
mowing and found no dew 
on the grass, he delayed 
his mowing for there would 
likely be rain that day. Or, if 
the early fog rose quickly and 
hung around the hilltops, he 
would be pretty sure that 
there would be rain.

There were numerous 
rules for carrying out the 
work on the farm and about 
the house. There were rules 
for planting, for harvesting 
crops and for preparing and 
preserving the crops through 
the winter months. 

There were rules for the 
treatment of livestock and 
domestic animals.

This treasury of unwritten 
knowledge of folk heritage 
has been pretty well forgotten 
and cast aside today. One 
can now receive weather 
information from television, 
radio and newspapers. And 
so life goes on, following the 
seasons.

20 Years Ago
Week of July 20, 2006

Relay Raises $57,000 
For Cancer Research

This year’s Relay for Life, 
which took place on Friday 
night and lasted through 
early Saturday morning, 
raised $57,094.66 for cancer 
research.

The annual Relay for 
Life activities here make 
Pendleton County one of the 
biggest per capita donors in 
the fight against cancer in 
the Middle Atlantic portion 
of the US.

SUGAR GROVE

Summertime Lay-Aways 

Make Good Treats

Canning season in the 
heat of summer was a time 
to dread. It completely 
disrupted the home-life 
rhythm. Every member of 
the family participated in 
the chores. Endless bushel 
baskets had to be lugged to 
the scorching kitchen. Here, 
peaches were peeled, peas 
shelled, cucumbers chunked, 
beans snapped, apples cored, 
and other work to keep pace 
with the maturing fruits and 
vegetables. No sooner was 
one crop sealed in their glass 
containers, than another 
reached peak ripeness, 
necessitating immediate 
preserving. By summer’s end, 
canning was over. Memories 
faded at the satisfying sight 
of shelves filled with jar 
after jar of colorful fruits and 
vegetables. 

Drying vegetables, fruits 
and herbs was the cheapest 
way of preserving foods. 
Metal racks equipped with 
tiers of trays hastened 
the drying process. In dry 
weather, foods were spread or 
hung. Green beans snapped 
into pieces and strung on 
twine were called “leather 
breeches.” To dry apples, one 
would peel and core apples, 
slice, spread on clean cloth 
in the attic, rooftop or any 
dry well-ventilated place or 
in low oven until dry. Apples 
were made into pies.

Dried beans required one 
to pick well-matured white 
corn beans or half runners 
when vines were dry. Beans 
were broken and strung 
with two or three beans in 
each section. Beans were 
not washed. With a large 
needle and twine, beans 
were strung to three- or four-
foot lengths. They were hung 
in dry, breezy places until 
beans were completely dry.

30 Years Ago
Week of July 11, 1996

Cooking On “Glass”

(NAPS)—Are you hesitant 
to get a smooth-top range 
because you think of glass 
as delicate? The panel you 
see atop today’s smooth-top 
ranges is actually Ceran® 
glass-ceramic and it is a far 
cry from the glass in your 
front window or, for that 
matter, from glass bowls 
or measuring cups used in 
cooking.

Ceran’s special properties 
make it extremely durable, 
and allow it to withstand 
very high heat and sudden 
and  severe  swings  in 
temperature. This allows 
heat to be transmitted 
quickly from the heating 
elements to the cookware, 
while the adjacent area 
remains relatively cool and 
can be used as additional 
work space when food is 
cooking.

Glass-cermaic cooktop 
panels are so easy to clean 
because they’re non-porous 
and tough enough to stand 
up to daily use.

DAHMER

Cherry picking time is 
around the Fourth of July 

and was a going thing in the 
community 60 years ago. 
Money was scarce and then 
there were large families to 
feed. Parents had to do like 
the little chipmunk—store 
up food for winter use. 

T h o s e  c h e r r y  p i e s 
sweetened with maple sugar 
and those cherry preserves 
had a wonderful taste. 

Bushels and bushels of 
cherries were picked at the 
Ananias Pitsenbarger place 
and the Tommy Propst place 
on Capito Hill, both of big 
red sweet and blackhart 
cherries.  Some kind of 
disease killed the trees. 

People came to pick cherries 
from Straight Creek, VA, 
Sugar Grove, Brandywine, 
Smith Creek, Propst Gap, 
Thorn, Dickenson Mountain, 
etc. The most comical looking 
after picking cherries was 
Jacob A. Propst, who was 
such a hustler, and took such 
big handfuls. The cherry 
juice would drop from his 
elbows. 

Uncle Bud Dahmer looked 
comical seeding cherries. He 
would throw a handful into 
the cherry seeder and then 
often throw a handful into 
his mouth. 

The writer was lucky to 
pick two gallons of blackhart 
cherries on Capito Hill July 
6.  

Bonnie J. Murphy 
Is County Belle

B o n n i e  J .  M u r p h y 
represented Pendleton 
C o u n t y  H o m e m a k e r 
Extension Clubs as the 
County Belle at the 47th 
Annual West Virginia State 
Folk Festival June 21-23 in 
Glenville.

As representative for 
Pendleton County after 
being voted County Belle 
by the club, Bonnie will 
represent the county in local 
festivals and parades. She 
has been an active member of 
the Spruce Knob Extension 
Homemakers  Club  for 
37 years. She has been 
president, vice-president 
and reporter for the club.

She is the mother of three 
children, eight grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 

40 Years Ago
Week of July 17, 1986

Gardening Ranks 
Number 1 

In Outdoor Activities

Gardening ranks as the 
country’s number one leisure 
activity. Last year 39 million 
households were involved in 
food and flower gardening 
and the number is expected 
to grow.

Motivated by the desire 
for fresh, nutritious, better-
tasting food, the postwar 
baby-boomers are swelling 
the gardening ranks. “They 
garden because they like to, 
not for the economic reasons 
of past generations,” says 
Charles Scott, president 
of the National Gardening 
association in Burlington, 
Vt.

Baby-boomers are only 
one off-shoot of the planting 
craze. Special gardens are 
sprouting up for almost 

everyone. The young and 
old, the handicapped, prison 
inmates, and corporate 
employees, all have their 
private plots. So do Bible-
lovers, history buffs, Asian 
refugees,  and married 
couples, among others.

Gardens for the inner-city 
kids, such as the one at the 
National Arboretum, have 
been especially beneficial. 
Gardening is fun, watching 
things grow, and then eating 
them is the reward.

The gardens have been so 
successful in Massachusetts 
that correctional institutions 
there have converted their 
cannery in Concord into a 
freezing plant. It operates 
five days a week, four months 
a year, and produces about 
500 pounds of vegetables and 
100 gallons of tomato puree 
weekly.

Cultivating difficult areas 
has long been a specialty of 
the Hmong people, many 
of whom have migrated to 
the United States from the 
mountains of Laos.

Many companies have 
found that gardens ease 
executive tensions as well as 
help employees at the lower 
end of the pay scale.

50 Years Ago
Week of July 15, 1976

U.S. Hockey Team 
Will Be Selected 

At Madison College

The 1976 United States 
Field Hockey Team will be 
selected at Madison College 
this week.

Thirty-three of the nation’s 
top field hockey players 
will be competing for a 
spot on the U.S. team. The 
33 athletes were selected 
from the approximately 50 
field hockey players that 
participated in a camp at 
Madison last week.

The final tryouts will 
culminate with an exhibition 
game between the United 
States and Canada on 
Friday, July 16th. The 
U.S.—Canada game Friday 
is scheduled to begin at 2 
p.m. at Madison Stadium.

The United States team, 
which is sponsored by the 
United States Field Hockey 
Association, will be coached 
by Vonnie Gros, head coach of 
defending national collegiate 
field hockey champion West 
Chester State College.

70 Years Ago 
Week of July 12, 1956

DAHMER

Basic  Education was 
designed.

To teach new words with 
ease; Most basic of them all, 
I find...

Are “Thanks” and “If you 
please.”

Week of July 19, 1956

Over 1000 Persons 
Expected to Attend 

Lutheran Mission Rally 
At Thorn Spring Park

Each year on the last 
Sunday in July, the Lutheran 
churches of Pendleton, Grant 
and Hardy counties, sponsor 

a mass Mission Rally at the 
Thorn Spring Park. Well 
over a thousand people from 
this county and neighboring 
counties annually attend 
this Mission Rally to hear 
outstanding speakers.

T h e  F r a n k l i n  H i g h 
School band will play for 
the morning service as well 
as render a concert prior 
to the noon meal on the 
grounds. The band will be 
under the sole direction 
of Mr. Walter B. Judy of 
Franklin. The junior choir 
of Faith Lutheran Church 
w i l l  r ender  a  spec ia l 
anthem during the morning 
service. Special music for 
the afternoon service will 
feature the Men’s Chorus 
of Grace Lutheran Church 
of Petersburg, under the 
capable direction of Mrs. 
Lynn Riggleman.

Social Security 
Approved for Teachers; 
Bus Drivers Employed, 

Given Pay Hike

School bus drivers will get 
a hike in pay and Pendleton 
County school teachers 
will receive the benefits of 
social security coverage as 
a result of decisions made 
during the regular July 
meeting of the Pendleton 
County Board of Education. 

The board also opened 
sealed bids for furnishing 
a  6 0 - p a s s e n g e r  b u s . 
Successful bidder on the 
chassis was Sites Chevrolet, 
Inc., while the body will 
be furnished by Baker 
Equipment Engineering 
Company of Clarksburg. 
The total cost of the bus 
delivered will be $4,411.33.

Ear l i er  in  the  year , 
the board purchased two 
48-passenger busses making 
the total expenditure for 
the three busses $12,418.40

Telephone Company 
Mails 700 

Local Directories

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0 0 
new Franklin telephone 
directories were mailed over 
the weekend, according to 
Boyd Hiser, manager of 
the C. and P. Telephone 
Company of West Virginia 
here.

Upon receipt of the new 
directories, subscribers are 
asked to destroy the old 
copies. If the new directory 
has not yet been received, 
subscribers should notify 
the telephone business 
office.

Telephone  users  are 
asked to consult the new 
directory before making 
calls, because of the large 
number of new listings and 
number changes. Personal 
number lists should be 
checked with the  new 
directory and corrections 
made where numbers have 
been changed.

For convenience, space is 
provided on the inside front 
cover of the new directory 
for keeping a record of 
i m p o r t a n t  t e l e p h o n e 
numbers. Long distance 
calls go through faster when 
you give the operator the 
number of the party you are 
calling.

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

With all the rain the area 
had last week, everyone now 
has a chance to get out and 
mow the grass. The rain also 
helped the gardens to grow 
more, plus the weeds to pull.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moy-
ers, Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, 
Larry Moyers, Sandy Wash-
burn, Mary Alice Simmons, 
Anna Lee Mitchell, Carol 
Propst and Ramona Luckel; 
prayer list — Richard Camp-
bell, Joshua Shirk, Kenny 
Williams, Ruth Bauer, Rick 
Waggy, Gloria Moats, Jim 
Fawley, Ruthalene Judy, Jes-
sie Simmons, Minny Rhoads, 
David Berg, Troy Bennett, 
Danny Nelson, Sherry He-
drick, Tom and Judy Borror, 
David M. Parkinson, Cleo 
Simmons, Jimmie Bennett, 
Tom Butterworth, Bobby 
Parsons, Robert Bennett, 
Rick Phares, Virgil “Bub” Yo-
kum, Hannah Hedrick, John 
Moyers, Norma Auville, Sha-
na Johnson, Bruce Lambert, 
Sherry Chambers, Donald 
Burns, Glenn Sites, Shirley 
Bland, Wayne Simmons, 
Jennifer Scott, Brian Cal-
houn, Bobby Bodkin, Chris 
Phares, Robin Gery, Nancy 
George, Grace and Albert 
Hammer, Holly Beachler, 
Cameron Beachler, Keith 
Kimble, Lisa Dingess, Kitty 
Waggy, Gretta Pope, Mary 
Lou Wagoner, Lucy West-
fall, Donna Bennett, Peggy 
Pitsenbarger, Amy VanMe-
ter, Lynwood Pennington, 
Alvy Humphreys, Amy Berg, 
Ronnie Pitsenbarger, Connie 
Hartman, Bob Hoops, Wyatt 
Hott, Wanda Townsend, Carl 
Thompson, family of Jamie 
DiMarco, family of Paul Bor-
ror and family of Mary Lee 
Heavner.

Prayer thought: “Heavenly 
Father, please help me live 
knowing that You’re trust-
worthy and one day will 
welcome me home.”

High and low tempera-
tures and precipitation for 
July 6 through July 12, fol-
lowed by the same for last 
year, were as follows: July 
6 - 83°, 64°, .05” (88°, 59°), 
July 7 - 81°, 65°, 1.42” (91°, 
67°), July 8 - 80°, 64°, .8” 
(90°, 66°, .01”), July 9 - 77°, 
65°, .64” (87°, 63°, .69”), July 
10 - 74°, 63°, .86” (84°, 65°), 
July 11 - 73°, 62° (85°, 63°) 
and July 12 - 74°, 64° (87°, 
62°, .11”).



Emergency Response Officials Review Fun of the Fourth and 
Effects of Weekend Weather with Pendleton County Commission

By Stephen Smoot

America 250 drew huge crowds all over the nation. The 
Franklin Volunteer Fire Department’s annual lawn party and 
fireworks show brought huge crowds, regardless of days that felt 
like 100 degrees right into locally intense storms that sparked 
flood warnings. 

Roger Dahmer, Pendleton County commissioner, opened the 
meeting by praying, “We thank You for the rains You have given 
us” that have gone a long way to help the region rebound from 
drought conditions through the end of spring.

The first order of business lay in a request from Carl Hevener, 
commission president, of emergency management officials pre-
sent for the meeting. He asked for call logs for both the West 
Virginia State Police and Pendleton County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Diana Mitchell, director of Pendleton 911, asked what 
information he needed.

Hevener shared after discussion that he “does not want 
personally identifying information” of those placing the calls, 
but is more interested in the record of response. Rick Gillespie, 
Pendleton County Emergency Services coordinator, noted that 
“we have done that in the past.”

Gillespie then went on to share that “we have had some ex-
tremely hard local downpours that caused what I’d like to call 
‘nuisance flooding.’” US 220 near Ruddle was submerged for 
about an hour on Sunday.

Hevener added that “you’ve got a lot of dead brush laying 
around” that chokes culverts and causes backups. “Everywhere 
you go, you see that,” he added. Gillespie stated that he had not 

seen water over the road at the Poor Farm since the Flood of 
1985.

Next, Gillespie shared details on planning for a regional 
emergency communications and response drill slated for fall. 
The meeting took place in the conference room at the Pendleton 
County Office of Emergency Management, located in the General 
Services Building. He noted that state officials who attended 
were complimentary of the new facility and that the next meet-
ing would probably come to Franklin as well. 

Courthouse annex work continues to move through its final 
phases. Karen Pitsenbarger, Pendleton County administrator, 
shared that the county clerk’s office was currently being re-
painted and staff temporarily housed in other offices. Hevener 
asked Pitsenbarger about a ribbon cutting and she stated that 
“I really don’t want to get that done until everything gets done.” 

Additionally, she described the event, slated for fall, as more of 
an open house for justices on the West Virginia State Supreme 
Court of Appeals. 

Pitsenbarger later shared that the county had earned a 
$250,000 grant award from Sustain Our Future for continued 
work on the General Services Building.

Elise White, Pendleton County clerk, reported budget revisions 
for approval. One concerned $535 of coal severance taxes due to 
Pendleton County over what was budgeted. Additionally, Pay-
ment in Lieu of Taxes from the federal government for lands in 
the county that it owns rose from $387,805 last year to $460,114, 
“a decent increase,” White said.

She also noted that the West Virginia State Legislature-
approved pay raises would have to be factored in as well. “I’ll 

have more at the next meeting,” she concluded.
Mike Alt, training officer for Pendleton County Emergency 

Rescue, could share no updates from talks in Charleston meant 
to address illegal language in an EMS Salary Enhancement bill 
passed last spring. He also stated that a revenue generation plan 
from Randolph County EMS was nixed by the state. 

He added that PCER would acquire two ambulances to re-
place current units that he estimated “won’t make it 24 more 
months.” He added that with increasing costs and build times 
for emergency vehicles, as well as other headwinds against fire 
and EMS “things aren’t going in the right direction.”

As far as the crowds in for the lawn party and other events 
throughout the county, “We got through the Fourth really well 
compared to counties around us,” he said. “We had a lot of people 
on the Fourth” with “everybody talking about big crowds.”

Annie Humes, executive director of the Pendleton County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, shared a review of the process 
leading up to the America 250 mural recently completed in 
Franklin. “I appreciate the commissioners’ support on that,” she 
stated and added that financial support was key to “pulling it off.”

Hevener praised artist Kelson Thorne for the quick completion 
time despite periods of extremely hot weather and also rain. “It’s 
bad enough in the hay field,” he stated, adding “the heat off a 
parking lot is far worse.” 

Humes responded that “he was glad to do it” and that local 
businesses helped as well. She gave as an example the Korner 
Shop providing a steady supply of its sweet tea.
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959 Cowpasture River Rd., S

Head Waters, VA 24442
Home 540-396-4862 • Cell 540-373-4045

Dog Days Are a Blend of Astronomy, Folklore and Weather Patterns
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

The “Dog Days of Summer” refer to the hot-
test, most humid days of the year, traditionally 
running from July 3 to Aug. 11. 

Ancient Romans named these days after 
Sirius, the brightest star in the night sky, often 
called the Dog Star. Sirius is part of the constel-
lation Canis Major, or the Greater Dog.

During mid-summer, Sirius rises alongside 
the sun.  Ancient people thought the combined 
brightness of the sun and the Dog Star created 
extra heat. They believed this extreme heat 
caused drought, fever, and bad luck. 

Today, one knows that Sirius does not af-
fect Earth’s weather. The heat comes from the 
Earth’s tilt. During the summer, the sun’s rays 
hit at a direct angle. 

It takes weeks for the land and oceans to fully 
heat up. This means the hottest part of the 
year happens in late July and August, which 
perfectly aligns with the dates of the Dog Days.

Long ago, the farmers would cut brush, espe-
cially along fence lines, during this time of the 
year. It was thought the brush had a greater 
chance of dying with little chance of returning.  
Oftentimes, the state road workers would as-
sist with the cuttings from the other side of the 
fence rows.  

Folklore indicated that should rains fall in 
the beginning of the Dog Days, the end of the 
season would go out dry, or vice versa. It would 
be interesting to tell whether that will be what 
takes place this year.  

Life’s little instructions include the following:
1. Massage tense muscles.
2. Go out to lunch.
3. Think positively.
4. Avoid dangerous drugs.

5. Wish everyone a person meets with a “Have 
a great day.”

At one time, it was thought that Sugar Grove 
was the driest section of West Virginia. Whether 
that holds true is determined by rainfall. The 
community was blessed with about 3 inches 
of rain from last Monday through Wednes-
day. Even the river took on a muddy appear-
ance. Meadows and pastures are taking on a 
greener outlook, making the farmer happy at 
the prospect of having a second cutting of hay.

Quotes for the week are as follows:
“The best way to guarantee a loss is to quit.” 

— Morgan Freeman
“Encourage independence in your children 

by regularly losing them in the supermarket.” 
— Erma Bombeck

“America was not built on fear. America was 
built on courage, on imagination and an un-
beatable determination to do the job at hand.” 
— Harry S. Truman

“Then came July like three o’clock in the 
afternoon, hot and listless and miserable.” — 
Alle Ray

“One of the best ways to measure people is 
how they behave when something free is of-
fered.” — Ann Landers

Carrying an umbrella is the best way to hear 
the “Talk of the Grove.”

On Friday, Joel and Betsy Farrar of Lynch-
burg, Virginia, visited in the home of Willard 
and Judy Rader.

Mother Nature has decided to assist the 
state road by cleaning out ditches from the 
rains. Reddish Knob Road is fast turning into 
a dirt road, with pot holes appearing along the 
way. The Lick Run culvert is one to slow down 
for as it is quite precarious to travel at a regular 
speed. Be sure to watch for falling trees when 
navigating this road. Carrying a chain saw 
would be beneficial.

Friday, the joint churches of St. John and 
Calvary had a well- attended Vacation Bible 
School.  The theme was “Galactic Starvey-
ors.” The attendees had a blast regardless of 
the rainfall, especially when walking to Kathy’s 
store to pick up a bag lunch. Much work went 

into this cosmic experience to make it a memo-
rable day of learning about God’s creation.

There are 11 more Mondays until fall, and 
then Christmas is just around the corner.

•Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as 
follows:

•A blue whale’s heart is so large that a human 
could swim through its arteries.

•More people have access to mobile phones 
than to toilets worldwide.

•Bamboo is the fastest growing plant in the 
world and can grow up to 35 inches in a day.

•The United States is one of the top producers 
of garbage in the world, generating about 254 
million tons of waste every year.

There are more trees on Earth than stars in 
the Milky Way.

More July birthdays include Kenny Wilfong, 
17th; Lucas Kiser, 19th; Vicky Simmons, 20th; 
Ann Marie Weese, 21st; Johnny Thompson and 
Lauren Williams, 22nd; Johnny Cook, Barbara 
Parker and Brenda Cook, 24th; Judy Patch and 
Kevin Rexrode, 25th; Shirley Wimer, Wilma 
Pitsenbarger Rexrode and Hannah Rexrode, 
26th; Kent Gardiner, 29th; Delbert Rexrode, 
30th; and Colby Simmons, 31st.

Concerns are for Charles Anderson, Sheila 
and George Armstrong, Roger and Joan Ashley, 
Mercedes Aumann, Dave Basagic, “Bo” Boggs, 
Jeff Craig, Stanley Dahmer, Isaac Eye, Carl 
Gant, Sue Hall, Clyde Hamilton, Armanda 
Heavner, family and friends of the Mary 
Heavner, Starr Hedrick, Keith Hoover, Mickey 
Huffman, Cynthia Hurry, Gary Jamison, Mike 
and Lisa Jamison, Tara Kelley, Stanley Kile, 
Keith Kimble, Lori Ann Lambert, Melissa 
Lambert, Roger Mallow, Yvonne Marsh, Dottie 
Mitchell, Rhonda Nash, Willa Nelson, Ronald 
Pitsenbarger, Alda Propst, Sheldon Propst, 
Jimmy Rexrode, Bernie and Margaret Sass-
cer,  Robbie Sites and Edwin Wimer.

Clarence Judy Wilfong (Sept. 16, 1919 - Oct. 30, 
2008) was the son of Lester Sr. (Oct. 1, 1896 - Oct. 
9, 1967) and Mary Myrtle Eckard Wilfong (July 
2, 1899 - Jan. 14, 1960). He was married to Mary 
Mahulda Nelson Wilfong (April 1, 1921 - Nov. 
4, 2012) with both resting in the St. Michael 
Cemetery. Their children were JoAnn, Norman, 
and John. Clarence served with the Army Corps 
of Engineering in Germany during World War II.  

tice John Marshall’s right hand during much of his tenure. Justice 
Story is still regarded as one of the great American legal minds.

The defendants made an objection to the suit itself, attacking 
the notion that a small handful of Southern Methodists could 
represent the diverse needs of all. Story articulated three foun-
dational points on how they could do so, which also serves as 
underpinning for what would become known as “class action” suits 
in the future. Each refers to the “common interest or a common 
right” connecting the plaintiffs.

Nelson alleged that the defendants argued their case a little 
too well. He interpreted their arguments to lead to the legal 
conclusion that neither northern nor southern Methodists re-
tained rights to the assets, and “are deprived of any right to a 
distribution.” 

The court ordered a tallying of the “Book Concern’s” finances 
with an aim towards the equitable distribution thereof between 
the two Methodist organizations.

In West Virginia, one of the heartlands of the original Method-
ist Church in America, both legislative and judicial bodies are 
looking at similar issues almost 170 years later. Once again, 
disagreements over social issues and doctrine led to the creation 
of competing Methodist organizations, but many others chose to 

abandon the concept of denominationalism altogether and create 
independent churches and congregations.

As West Virginia Metro News reported, the position of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church is that “all local church property is held in an 
irrevocable trust for the benefit of the entire denomination.” Lo-
cal churches, again according to Metro News, have asserted that 
the Methodist Conference has no rights to individual churches 
because they paid for, maintained, and insured those properties.

Metro News also shared that one objection from the UMC is 
that a secular court has no authority to judge church issues, based 
upon the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and 
similar language in that of the State of West Virginia. Smith v 
Swormstedt (1853) would seem to negate that argument on its 
very face. 

The West Virginia State Legislature also considered the matter 
in HB 4515, but elected to not pass legislation this year due to 
potential Constitutional issues. 

Effective language in HB 4515, intentionally or unintention-
ally, generally follows the outline of the 1853 case. It establishes 
a process to determine rights in church property for both the 
former UMC and the current church and would have ordered 
either reimbursement to the UMC or individual church depend-
ing on which side was determined to have the greater interest.

Case law in the United States rests on the principle of stare 
decisis. This means that courts follow the previous precedent 
established unless conditions have changed significantly. 

Methodist Church
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Tri-County Fair Coloring Contest

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Age:_______
OPEN TO ALL KIDS IN GRANT, HARDY AND PENDLETON COUNTIES
Contest Picture Above For Age Groups 5 and Under and Ages 6-9 

Ages 10 - 15: Design your own picture using the theme “Patriotic Tri-County Fair.” You can use pencil, crayon, water color or oil paints.
Final picture should be no larger than 8-1/2” x 11” and must have your name and phone number on the back.

ALL CONTEST ENTRIES are to be sent to the Grant County Press at PO Box 39, Petersburg, WV 26847 or dropped off at the Press office
at 47 S. Main St., Petersburg. All entries must be submitted no later than July 22. No emailed or messaged pictures will be accepted for 

either contest. Gift cards and ribbons will be awarded to the winners in all three age groups. Copies can be made of the picture.

Phone #______________________________________ (No phone numbers will be displayed at the fair.)

FES Students Earn Academic Recognition
Students at Franklin Elementary School are recognized 

for the following academic achievements.
Storybook Hero Club

PreKA (Simmons) — Tucker Hedrick and Isla Raines;
PreKB (Bailey) — Victoria Cook, Caroline Hebb, Ivy Latif, Kam-

ryn Raymond, Greydon Verdoni, Liam Wheeler and Cora Wimer;
KA (Flanigan) — Cora Bowers, Emery Griffin, William Hedrick, 

Andrew Melton and Magnolia Warner; and
KB (Bennett/Keplinger) — Samuel Crites, Liam Dove, Colson 

Bland, Jace Eckard, Ryder Evans, Preston Forbus, Ruby Herb, 
Kaysen Kidwell, Ryker Lambert, Scarlette Plaugher, Gabriel Verdoni 
and Alaric Zaychenko.

A Honor Roll
1A (Ruddle) — Emerson Byers, Liam Kesterson, Rose La-

tif, Mason LaFollette, Brielle Mauzy and Easton Simmons;
1B (Nicely) — Cayde Ayala, Juniper Brooks, Catherine 

Eye, Rhett Hott, Naomi Nine-Miller, Olivia Seymour, Ame-
lia Spillars-Auville and Connor Trenton; 

2A (Mowery) — Raiden Boggs, Colt Hiett, Colin Kirk, 
Richard Spillars-Auville and Jada Verdoni; 

2B (George) — Silas Flanigan, Carlea Hedrick, Mason 
Hinkle, Addyson Horton, Silas Kain, Jordan Mongold, 
Alby Nesselrodt, Waylon Ours, Makinley Simon and Violet 
Vanmeter; 

3A (Kimble) — Micah Botkin, Charli Hiett, Layne Kimble, 
Jase Mitters, Lane Nesselrodt, Alastor Propst, Bryson 
Rexrode, Madelyn Trenton and Cash Varner; 

3B (Dove) — Eve Hott, Paisley Hott, Kinley Minor, Maci 
Raines and Kylan Shriver; 

4A (Griffin) — Abbigail Cayton, Mia Dudley, Mason 
Mowery, Adara Plaugher, Kylie Raymond, Nathanael Vin-
cell and Colton Whetzel;

4B (Eye) — Mattox Ayala, Josiah Botkin, Lola Brooks, 
Madalyn Griffin, Hunter Hedrick, Urban Jones, Kaci Keller, 
Ariel Martin, Maddie Nesselrodt, Rosalyn Nesselrodt, Em-
mett Sisson and Ryan Thompson; 

5A (Triplett) — Gracie Hedrick, Dallis Hull, Eowyn 
Propst and Branson Purcell; 

5B (Plaugher) — Sicily Flanigan, Stella Halterman, Luke 
Kimble and Adelynn Miller; 

6A (Cook) — Olivia Caplinger, Harper Dempsey, Ella 
Dudley, Bella Kimble, Chloe Landon and Gracelyn Mon-
gold; and 

6B (Nine-Miller) — Tinley Basagic, Raelynn Bergdoll, 
Bristol Bowers, Michelina Browder, Colby Braham and 
Connor Raines.

AB Honor Roll
1A (Ruddle) — Addisynn Calkins; 
1B (Nicely) — Alessandra Christian, Colt Mallow, Keraun 

Nibblins, Brielle Raines and Bryer Wood; 
2A (Mowery) — Craig Bussard, Ruger Hartman, Jaylynn 

Hedrick, Ellanore Hoover and Kaleigh Kidwell;
2B (George) — Karma Calhoun, Hallie Hedrick, Harper 

Hedrick, Hugh Moyers and Gia Verdoni;
3A (Kimble) — Anasen Bishop, Wyatt Calhoun, Kane 

Gill, Evealynn Severance, Jonah Seymour and Zoe Souza; 
3B (Dove) — Trenton Bowers, Charles Caplinger, Bryer 

Moyers and Braylee Propst; 
4A (Griffin) — Brinleigh Bishop, Madison Borror, Dani 

Hoover, Paisley Jackson, Madison Mongold, Kieley Wheel-
er and Leah Wheeler; 

4B (Eye) — Sloane Donnelly, Dylan Harper, Finley 

Harper, Chandler Mauzy and Karsyn Ruddle;
5A (Triplett) — Isaiah Botkin, Adalynn Brown, Greysen 

Eckard, Greyson Gilbert, Luke Gilley, Remington Kimble, 
Sunny Milstead and Jaedynn Severance; 

5B (Plaugher) — Lukas Baldwin, Krislee Hammer, Shay-
leigh Landon, Landon Mallow and Ava Rose; 

6A (Cook) — Graysen Alt, Hyrum Hartman, Brantley 
Hess, Conner Judy, Claira Kimble, Brynleigh Ruddle and 
Paxton Traub; and 

6B (Nine-Miller) — Arianna Cooper, Russell Eckard, 
Isabella Hoover, Wyatt Hott, Julian Jackson and Brantley 
Propst. 

Citizenship
KA (Flanigan) — Beau Halterman and Magnolia Warner; 
KB (Bennett/Keplinger) — Naomi Harvey and Preston 

Forbus;
1A (Ruddle) — Lyla Morgan; 
1B (Nicely) — Rhett Hott and Olivia Seymour; 
2A (Mowery) — Ruger Hartman; 
2B (George) — Harper Hedrick, Hugh Moyers and Violet 

Vanmeter;
3A (Kimble) — Anasen Bishop and Jase Mitters;
3B (Dove) — Harlyn Hartman and Paisley Hott;
4A (Griffin) — Mia Dudley and Kylie Raymond; 
4B (Eye) — Chandler Mauzy and Alexis Michael; 
5A (Triplett) — Nikolai Miller and Jaedynn Severance; 
5B (Plaugher) — Lukas Baldwin and Charlotte Kimble; 
6A (Cook) — Gracelyn Mongold and Paxton Traub; and 
6B (Nine-Miller) — Arianna Cooper and Russell Eckard. 

Top 5 Accelerated Readers
1A (Ruddle) — Liam Kesterson (180 points), Brielle 

Mauzy  (66.5 points), Easton Simmons  (64 points), Rose 
Latif (47 points) and Mason Ruddle (35 points);

1B (Nicely) — Olivia Seymour (177.1 points), Rhett 
Hott (167.3 points), Oliver Mowery (100.1 points), Amelia 
Spillars-Auville  (94.4 points) and Alessandra Christian 
(85.4 points);

2A (Mowery) — Macie Kirk  (28.1 points), Genevieve 
Wimer  (27.1 points), Jada Verdoni  (24.2 points), Raiden 

Boggs (12.1 points) and Kaleigh Kidwell (10.4 points);
2B (George) — Silas Kain  (286.3 points), Alby Nessel-

rodt (75.6 points), River Gilley (66.3 points), Hallie Hed-
rick (64.8 points) and Makinley Simon (63.5 points);

3A (Kimble) — Bryson Rexrode (97.7 points), Jase Mit-
ters  (78.7 points), Wyatt Calhoun (60.9 points), Micah 
Botkin (56.7 points) and Jonah Seymour (51.8 points);

3B (Dove) — Maci Raines (82 points), Paisley Hott (66 
points), Kinley Minor (58.8 points), Charles Caplinger (52.5 
points) and Eve Hott (51.9 points);

4A (Griffin) — Nathanael Vincell (157.2 points), Mason 
Mowery  (148.8 points), Adara Plaugher (144.5 points), 
Colton Whetzel  (112 points) and Abbigail Cayton  (111.3 
points);

4B (Eye) — Maddie Nesselrodt (183.5 points), Urban 
Jones (179.6 points), Sloane Donnelly (134.2 points) Rosalyn 
Nesselrodt (not reported) and Mattox Ayala (not reported);

5A (Triplett) — Sunny Milstead (675.5 points), Adalynn 
Brown (251.8 points), Dallis Hull  (153.1 points), Eowyn 
Propst (133.6 points) and Gracie Hedrick (119.9 points);

5B (Plaugher) — Adelynn Miller (95 points), Krislee Ham-
mer (76.5 points), Stella Halterman (72.7 points), Adalynn 
Severance (69.6 points) and Sicily Flanigan (68.4 points);

6A (Cook) — Olivia Caplinger, Harper Dempsey, Chloe 
Landon, Gracelyn Mongold and Bella Kimble; and 

6B (Nine-Miller) — Bristol Bowers (109.4 points), Tinley 
Basagic (91.4 points), Bentley McLane (89.8 points), Julian 
Jackson (89.3 points) and Raelynn Bergdoll (89.1 points).

Principal Award
6A (Cook) — Claira Kimble and Chloe Landon; and
6B (Nine-Miller) — Russell Eckard, Destiny Michael and 

Brantley Propst. 
Presidential Academic Award

6A (Cook) — Olivia Caplinger, Harper Dempsey, Ella 
Dudley, Hyrum Hartman, Bella Kimble, Gracelyn Mon-
gold and Paxton Traub; and 

6B (Nine-Miller) — Tinley Basagic, Raelynn Bergdoll, 
Bristol Bowers, Colby Braham, Michelina Browder, Wyatt 
Hott, Julian Jackson and Connor Raines.

SNAP Healthy Choices Waver Discontinued
The West Virginia Department of Human Services, 

Bureau for Family Assistance, announced that at this 
time they are discontinuing the implementation of West 
Virginia’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Healthy Choices waiver while the state and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Administra-
tion evaluate next steps in response to Aragon v. Rollins, 
No. 26-861 (D.D.C. June 22, 2026).

The Healthy Choices waiver was approved by the USDA 
FNA and was intended to encourage healthier beverage 
choices by removing sweetened, carbonated beverages 
from SNAP-eligible purchases.

Following a federal district court decision issued on 
June 22, the USDA FNA directed participating states to 
discontinue implementation of approved SNAP Healthy 
Choices waivers. As a result, sweetened, carbonated bev-

erages are currently eligible for purchase using SNAP 
benefits in West Virginia, effective immediately.

Retailers should update their point-of-sale systems and 
related processes as soon as possible to ensure SNAP re-
cipients can purchase eligible items using their Electronic 
Benefit Transfer cards without interruption.

DoHS is committed to using taxpayer dollars appro-
priately and to encouraging West Virginians to choose 
healthy food options. It will administer the SNAP program 
in accordance with federal law and USDA guidance while 
ensuring eligible West Virginians have access to their 
benefits.

Questions regarding the SNAP Healthy Choices waiver 
may be directed to the DoHS Office of Constituent Services 
at 1-877-716-1212, or by email DoHSPublicComments@
wv.gov. 



Classified Business Directory

ELECTRICAL

FUEL

STORAGE SPACE

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818
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Watermelon Facts...
Watermelons are considered both 

a fruit and a vegetable because they 
contain seeds, but are classified as a 
type of gourd.

The water content of a watermelon is 92%. 
They are both tasty and can help keep the body 
hydrated.

Watermelon rinds can be pickled, juiced or 
stir-fried, while the seeds are best enjoyed 
roasted or sprouted.

There are 1,200 varieties of watermelons 
grown in 96 countries around the world.

According to the Guinness World Records (as 
of 2021), the heaviest watermelon ever grown 
weighed 350.5 pounds.

All In Bloom Word Search

FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.
                      11-7-tfn  

WANTED
* P A I N T I N G *               
36 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
e tc .  Cal l  Ronnie 
Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.  3/5-10/29p

EASTERN WEST VIRGINIA COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Policy of Nondiscrimination 

Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College is an Equal Opportunity institution and does not dis-
criminate based on race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, disability, religion, or age in admission, employment, 
or educational programs and activities; nor does it discriminate based on genetic information in employment or 
employee health benefits. Faculty, staff, students, and applicants are protected from retaliation for making com-
plaints or assisting in investigations of discrimination. Inquiries regarding compliance with the nondiscrimination 
requirements may be directed to:

 ADA/Section 504 Coordinator Title IX Coordinator/EEO/AA
 Monica Wilson Jaennae Snyder, HR Representative
 Student Services  316 Eastern Drive 
 316 Eastern Drive Moorefield, WV 26836 
 Moorefield, WV 26836  304-434-8000
   304-434-8000 

The College complies with applicable Federal, State, and Local laws including the following: 20 USC 1681 et. seq. 
(Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972); 29 USC 206(d) et seq. (Equal Pay Act of 1963, as amended); 42 
U.S.C. § 2000e-2 (Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act); 29 USC 621, et seq. (Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 
1967, as amended); 42 USC §§ 6101-6107 (Age Discrimination Act of 1975); 29 USC 701 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973); 29 USC 791 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1992); 38 USC 4301 et seq. (Uniform Services Employment and 
Reemployment Rights Act of 1994); 42 USC 1981 et seq. (Civil Rights Act of 1991); 42 USC 12101 et seq, (Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990-ADA); 42 USC 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 
2008); 42 USC 2000e(k) (Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978); 42 USC §§ 2000gg-2000gg-6 (Pregnancy Workers 
Fairness Act of 2022); 42 USC 2000d-2000d-7 (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended); 42 USC 2000e 
et seq. (Title VII of the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended); 42 USC 2000ff et seq., (Genetic Information 
Nondiscrimination Act of 2008-GINA). 

 
Degree Programs

 Accounting  Cyber Intelligence 
 Associate in Arts  Early Childhood Development 
 Associate in Science  General Studies 
 Automotive Technology  Nursing
 Biological & Environmental Technology Technical Studies 
 Board of Governors Wind Energy Technology 
 Business Management 
 

Certificate Programs
 Accounting  Cyber Intelligence
 Allied Health Care Electromechanical Technology 
 Artificial Intelligence Hospitality & Tourism Management
 Automotive Technology Paraprofessional in Education 
 Biological & Environmental Technology Technical Studies 
 Business Management Wind Energy Technology 
   

Certification Programs
 Certified Nursing Assistant Pharmacy Technician
 Dental Assisting  Phlebotomy Technician
 Industrial Equipment Maintenance  Residential Care Specialist
 Medical Assistant  Welding
 Microsoft ® Office Specialist 
 
General Admission Requirements for Eastern West Virginia and Technical College Students seeking 
admission to EWVCTC as a degree seeking student must submit the following: (Please see College Catalog for 
specific information).

1) Application for Admission
2) GED or HS Diploma or TASC Assessment
3) ACT/SAT/Accuplacer Scores
4) High school and/or College Transcripts

Some programs have limited enrollment and require additional requirements for admission. Please visit the website 
at www.easternwv.edu or call 304-434-8000 for further information.                                                                         1c

WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  b y 
t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways through the 
Bid Express Bidding 
Service  (www.bidx.
com) and by sealed 
proposals (only when 
p r e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s 
waived) being received 
at its office in Building 
5 ,  R o o m  8 4 3 ,  1 9 0 0 
Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West 
Virginia until August 11, 
2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern 
Standard Time). The 
bids will be downloaded 
and/or opened and read 
publicly thereafter for 
the construction of the 
following project(s):

Call 011
Contract 2026880004
State Project
 R388-REMGR 27 00
Federal Project
Description
GUARDRAIL
D8 2027 REM Guardrail
D8 2027 REM Guardrail
COUNTY: PENDLETON,
POCAHONTAS,
RANDOLPH, TUCKER
BRIDGE: Bridge
                  BridgeClass
SPAN(S):
STRUCTURE STEEL:

P r o p o s a l s  w i l l 
b e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
prequalified and West 
V i r g i n i a  l i c e n s e d 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid 
Projects a contractor's 
license is not required 
at time of bid, but will 
be  required before 
w o r k  c a n  b e g i n . 
Registration is required 
with the Department 
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Division of Purchasing, 
in accordance with 
Chapter 5A, Article 3, 

Section 12 of the West 
Virginia Code. All con-
tractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically 
w i t h  t h e i r  b i d  a 
Proposal  Guaranty 
Bond for $500.00 or 5% 
of total bid, whichever 
is greater.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation, Division of 
Highways reserves the 
right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for 
receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for 
any project designated 
in this advertisement, 
without the necessity 
o f  r e n e w i n g  s u c h 
advertisement.  The 
d e f e r m e n t ,  d e l a y , 
postponement, and the 
date that proposals will 
be will received and 
publicly opened will 
be available on www.
bidx.com.

The West Virginia 
Department of Trans-

portation, Division of 
Highways hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will 
affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered 
into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority 
business enterprises 
will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to 
this invitation and will 
not be discriminated 
against on the grounds 
of race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin 
in consideration for an 
award.                       7-16-2c

HELP WANTED
T H E  T O W N  O F 
Franklin is seeking 
applications for indi-
viduals interested in 
the position of Class 
II Water Plant Oper-
ator. Primary duties 
include maintenance 
and operation of the 
Town of Franklin Wa-
ter Plant. Other du-
ties include general 
maintenance work 
and trash truck work 
as needed. Interest-
ed parties must be 
18 years of age of 
older, have a driv-
er’s license, and a 
minimum of a High 
School Diploma or 
GED equivalent. Col-
lege degree and ba-
sic computer skills 
including Microsoft 
Word and Excel is 
considered a plus. 
The Town of Franklin 
offers an outstand-
ing benefits package. 
Deadline to apply is 
July 31, 2026. Appli-
cations can be picked 
up at the Town Of-
fice in Franklin. Call 
304.358-7525 for 
more information.
                       7-16-3c

YARD SALES
INDOOR YARD Sale
119 Willow Drive, 
across from AGK,  
Friday & Saturday, 
July 17 & 18, 8 a.m. 
t i l l ? ,  Everything 
must go!                 1c      

SPECIAL NOTICES
NOTICE

WHOEVER borrowed 
my vise, please re-
turn it. It is not worth 
burning in hell for. 1p

Tips to Help Prevent
Vehicle Theft Listed

State officials 
are calling atten-
tion to the grow-
ing nationwide is-
sue of vehicle theft 
and urging West 
Virginia vehicle 

owners to take 
proactive steps to 
secure their prop-
erty.

Vehicle theft 
is a multi-billion-
dollar industry 
in the United 
States, stripping 
millions of own-
ers of their secu-
rity and mobil-
ity. Beyond the 
financial loss, 
individuals who 
steal vehicles are 
significantly less 
likely to obey 
traffic laws, in-
creasing the risk 
of crashes and in-
juries for pedes-
trians, cyclists, 
and other motor-
ists.

In West Vir-
ginia, the Na-
tional Insurance 
Crime Bureau re-
ported nearly 400 
vehicle thefts in 
2024. The Chev-
rolet Silverado 
1500 remained 
a primary target 
for theft within 
the state, ac-
counting for 39 
of those reported 
thefts.

Because vehi-
cle thefts typical-
ly peak during the 
summer months, 
the GHSP and 
NHTSA recom-
mend that driv-
ers follow these 
essential safety 
tips to protect 
their vehicles and 
valuables:

•Park in well-
lit areas whenev-
er possible.

•Ensure all 
windows are 
closed and doors 
are locked when 
parked.

•Keep valu-
ables out of sight 
or remove them 
from the vehicle.

•Never leave 
keys or fobs in-
side the vehicle.

•Never leave 
a vehicle running 
unattended.

Consider pur-
chasing extra lay-
ers of protection 
for a vehicle if the 
vehicle’s manu-
facturer does not 
provide an anti-
theft system. 
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Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-2524

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807

BRANDYWINE - 3-4 BR, 2 BA brick ranch, built-in-garage, 20’x40’ pavil-
ion, creek, on 2.01 ac.$299,900 $249,900.

FRANKLIN - 2 BR, 1 BA Lindel wood siding home on 2.26 acres. $180,000 
$170,000 $160,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 2 BA, 2 story Pre-Civil War home with basement in 
town. 2 apartments, detached. Paved parking area. $310,000.

SMOKE HOLE - 13.93 +/- ac., adjoining National Forest, 2 story cabin, 3 
rental cabins, 2 ponds. $849,000 $749,000 or best offer.

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

13869 Mountaineer Dr., Riverton                         304-567-2999 • 1-540-246-2999
Pictures and Full Description of ALL Our Inventory

Online at teddavisautosales.com

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2026 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 5.3 V-8, auto., ldd., white, only 300 miles .....................................$59,500
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins diesel, auto., ldd., white, 58K miles
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $48,500 $46,500
2023 FORD F-550 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4, 7.3 gas V-8, auto., ldd., burgundy, only 2K miles, new cond. ..........................$69,500
2021 FORD F-750 CREW CAB & CHASSIS, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., air brakes, etc., white, 109K miles ......................................$49,500
2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4, XLT sport pkg. 2.7 V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 118K miles ..........................$24,900
2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 6-1/2 FT BED 4X4, 5.0 liter V-8. auto., ldd., black, 90K miles ................................................$24,900
2018 FORD F-250 S/CAB LONGBED 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, 275K VDOT highway miles ...............................$21,900
2015 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB LONGBED LARIAT 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., ldd., black, 138K miles .....................................$29,500
2015 FORD F-450 CREW ALUMINUM FLATBED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., ldd., white, ex. cond. .............. SPECIAL $34,900 $32,900
2011 FORD F-150 REGULAR CAB LONGBED 4X4, V-6, auto., air, etc., white, 180K miles .................... SPECIAL $9,450 $8,995
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ......... SPECIAL $26,900 $19,500
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, ldd w/accessories, only 45K miles
  ........................................................................................................................................................ SPECIAL $49,500 $44,500 $39,500

Great Financing Rates Now Available

PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2022 FORD ESCAPE SE HYBRID AWD, 2.5 4-cyl., auto., ldd., blue, 65K miles, great MPG ..................................................$19,900
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $19,900 $17,900
2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUV,  4-cyl., auto., ldd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp ...........................................................$24,900
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WAGON, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., olive green, 114K miles .............SPECIAL $19,500 $17,500
2020 NISSAN MURANO S AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., silver, only 75K miles ...................................................SPECIAL $18,900 $16,900
2019 FORD FLEX LIMITED AWD, 3.5 V-6, auto., ldd., black, only 30K miles.........................................................................$18,900
2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 94K miles ...............................................SPECIAL $19,500 $17,900
2019 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., charcoal, 131K miles ......................... SPECIAL $17,900 $15,900 $13,900
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., ldd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp
  ......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL  $18,900 $17,900
2017 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 142K highway miles ....................................$16,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR SPORT 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 89K miles ........................................SPECIAL $18,900 $17,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA 4-DR HARDTOP 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, only 81K miles ...SPECIAL $21,900 $20,900
2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., copper color, 118K miles, sharp .............................................................$14,900
2014 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN, 5.4 liter V-8, auto., ldd., white, 140K miles ............................................................................$12,900

   

SGR422A 1.891 Acres, w/3,637 sq. ft., 3 Bed, 3 Bath Brick 
home located in Franklin Corp. LP Furnace, Heat Pump & 
Baseboard Electric. Public water & sewer. Barn, Camper 
Shed and Garage. $429,000.00.
SGR416A 5.12 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Spa-
cious Loft area. Cistern, Septic, Shed. New Metal Roof, 
New Sliding Door, Newly Sealed Deck. Access to 9 acre 
Common Area. Located Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin 
District. $239,000.00.
SGR413A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Loft. Off grid, 
Solar, generator. Access to 9 acre Common Area. Located 
Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin District. $289,000.00.
SGR412A 5.69 Acres, w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, built in 
2010. Loft for overflow sleeping, Septic, 1800 Gallon 
Cistern, Washer/Dryer, Year-round access, Outbuilding, 
Wood Shed. Very well maintained. Located in Dry Run 
area. Shared ROW. Franklin District, Pendleton Cty. 
$180,000.00. 
SGR409A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located 
on 18 Spruce St., Franklin Corp. New Hot water heater                
w/expansion tank, New stainless steel appliances, New 
guttering system, Cement driveway, Hard wired Ring 
cameras with motion lights. Mini-Splits and new window 
installation in 2021. $175,000.00.
SGR408A 7.88 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Log Siding Cabin, 
Fully & Tastefully Furnished, Large Decks, Full Finished 
basement, Screened in Porch, Spring Water. Higher clear-
ance vehicle recommended. Buck Ridges Development. 
Some Restrictions. $285,000.00.
SGR407A 8.26 acre Off Grid, one room cabin on Kile 
Knob. Solar panels. No septic. Cistern water. Property 
joins 9.48 acres Kile Knob Common area. Hiking trails. 
Gated. $189,000.00.
SGR406A World Class View at 3017 ft, overlooking beau-
tiful Germany Valley & Spruce Knob. Located in Seneca 
Lookout Development. 70.00 Acres w/2 Bed, 2.5 Bath 1.5 
Story Log Cabin. Baseboard Elec & Wood Heat, Well, 
Septic, Outbuilding, Joins National Forest. $749,000.00.
SGR404A CABIN W/CAVE ACCESS! 5 Acres w/1 Bed, 
2.5 Bath Log Siding Cabin, Loft sleeping area, Primary 
bdrm has access to private balcony. Fully furnished. 
Laundry on main floor. Spring water, Septic. Sleeps 6 
people. Buck Ridges Development. Some Restrictions. 
Preapproval required and Cave Entry Waiver must be 
signed prior to showing. $195,000.00. 
SGR403A 15.38 Acres, w/4-6 Bed, 2 Bath Contemporary 
Home. Make it your Residence or it would make a great  
Retreat Center. Great views, surrounded by mountain 
ranges. Double Kitchen, dual W/D Hookups, 2 Heat 
Pumps, 37KW Generac backup generator, Spacious   
workshop/garage. Large Spring Fed Pond. Franklin      
District, Pendleton Cty. $929,000.00.
SGR402A 0.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Ranch Home 
located in Upper Tract, WV. Brick exterior, Metal Roof, 
Carport, Unfinished Basement, Septic, Public Water. Nice 
level lot. Mill Run District, Pendleton Cty. $269,000.00 
REDUCED $229,000.00..
SGR400A  5 Bed, 3 Bath home located in Franklin District 
on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful, wooded surround-
ings while being near schools and all town amenities. At-
tached 2 car garage, partially finished basement, fenced 
yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3 Fireplaces, Well, Septic 
and Water Filtration system. $549,000.00 REDUCED 
$525,000.00.

SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon 
Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249,000.00 REDUCED 
$239,000.00.
SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home.        
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 119.45 acres located 
in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two 
Car Garage & partial basement. Mature plants and trees. 
Some Restrictions apply. Franklin District. $919,000.00  
$899,000.00 REDUCED $849,000.00.
SGR385A 11.54 Acres w/3+ Bed, 3 Bath Cabin located 
in Buck Ridges Dvlpmt. Screened porch, Deck, Stone 
Patio, Primary BD w/En-suite. Beautiful wood, Tile, Float-
ing Linoleum flooring. Lots of natural light, Metal Roof, 
Board and Batten Exterior. 3080 assessed sq ft. Very well 
maintained. $325,000.00.
SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00 
REDUCED $379,000.00.
SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round 
Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life 
Estate on 6 Acres. Franklin District. $169,000.00.
SGR380A Building Lot, 5.62 Acres, Lot #3, Dry Run Rd, 
Sharps Ridge, Franklin District. Electric nearby. NEW 
LISTING $39,000.00.
SGR379A 5994 Mount Freedom Drive, Cherry Grove 
14.70 acres, 2 bed/1 bath house; one room w/loft cabin, 
several other buildings and outbuildings, adjoins National 
Forest, very unique property. $279,000.00 $264,000.00 
REDUCED $250,000.00.
SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00. 
SGR369A 15.17 Acres w/1 Bed, 1 Bath cabin, Electric & 
Propane Heat, Cistern, Septic (unapproved). Located in 
North Fork Flats. Perfect for hunters, fisherman or out-
door enthusiasts. $189,000.00 $179,000.00 REDUCED 
$159,000.00.
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
$299,000.00 $229,000.00 REDUCED $219,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $22,836.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 
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SOLD
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Perinatal Mental Health Conditions
If you feel sad, anxious, or overwhelmed for longer than 2 weeks 

after giving birth, or if these feelings are very intense, you may 
have postpartum depression. Common symptoms include feeling 
angry or moody, feeling sad or hopeless, feeling guilty, shameful, or 
worthless, lacking interest in your baby or activities, eating more 
or less than usual, unusual crying or sadness, withdrawing from 
friends and family, or thoughts of harming yourself or your baby.

If you’re struggling with perinatal mental health
conditions, reach out to your healthcare professional for 
help. Therapy, medication, support groups, self-care, and
social support are ways you can begin healing. 

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

REXRODE—STONE 15th Annual Reunion

Please bring covered dish, 
chairs, etc. & item 

for Chinese auction.

Town pool & playground nearby
Questions, call 

304-668-1662 (Peggy Jo)
Hope to see you there!

Saturday, July 25 • 11:00 am until?
 Franklin town Park ~ Small Pavilion

Picnic lunch 12:30 Pm

Show Kids
You Care

“Be 
nice.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in 

Prevention Team and
Search Institute

Saturday, July 25 • 4 p.m.
Pennybacker’s House

Deer Run

Franklin
High School

Class of 1966
60th

Long Awarded 
Associate Degree

Paigelyn Renee Long of Sugar Grove graduated May 9 from 
WVU Potomac State College in Keyser.

She earned an associate of arts degree in elementary 
education.

Spruce Knob Gravel Road Race Celebrates Decade of  Bicycling and Community 
By Stephen Smoot

GRUSK stands for “Gravel 
Ride Up Spruce Knob” and 
has attracted increasing 
numbers of enthusiasts in 
each of the 10 years in which 
it has taken place. Cen-
tered around the Experience 
Learning campus on the 
mountain, it brings thou-
sands to camp, eat, commune 
together, and also enjoy a 
number of different ride 
courses that offer different 
levels of challenge.

For four days, this piece 
of semi-level ground south 
of the lake area serves as 
the largest city in Pendleton 
County. 

Travis Olsen of Marion 
County organized the event. 
He shared that “I grew up 
in West Virginia. My Dad 

and I loved going fishing in 
the area” near Spruce Knob. 
Olsen remembered bicycle 
rides to fishing holes along 
country roads and how he 
developed a fascination for 
exploring them.

And as John Denver would 
agree, something about 
those “Country Roads” keeps 
bringing people back. 

One of Olsen’s first adven-
turesome forays involved 
gathering his hardiest com-
panions and enduring New 
Year’s Eve bicycle treks from 
Whitmer to Spruce Knob.  
As more grew interested in 
joining him, “I decided to do 
this in summer when it was 
not so cold and miserable,” 
he said.

As he explored ways to set 
up an event, he “found out 
about Experience Learning” 

and asked to partner with 
them. The organization has 
a campus on the mountain 
composed mainly of high 
elevation friendly “yurts” 
for living, conferences, and 
rentals. 

Olsen remarked, “This 
venue is amazing!”

“I started small,” he re-
members, with 113 riders in 
the first year. While looking 
back, Olsen thinks he “bit off 
more than I could chew,” as 
it has grown substantially 
over time. He reckoned that 
attendees from 17 different 
states converged last week 
to enjoy life on the moun-
tain for four days. About 
600 alone came to ride with 
many others coming along 
to enjoy a few Pendleton 
County summer nights. 

“A lot of folks are coming 
to beat the heat from DC,” 
he said.

Like Moto Giro, the small 
motorcycle ride event that 
traversed Pendleton County 
and the Potomac Highlands 
in June, GRUSK started as 
a race and evolved into non 
competitive enjoyment of 
people and place. GRUSK 
offers multiple rides routes 
ranging from beginner level 

to those designed to offer 
challenge to the most expe-
rienced and fit riders.

A beginning ride takes 
place mostly on a road with 
less of a grade to conquer. 
The long low grade is do-
able for those who do not 
ride often. One of the more 
challenging options runs 
50 miles through Whitmer 
while another runs nearly 
90 miles and goes through 
Glady.  Options start at 25 
miles and range up to 89. 

The hardiest of riders can 
elect to take on a route of 
more than 200 miles during 
a two-to-three-day period to 
get what Olsen called “a real 
tour of the mountains.”

Some bicyclists will stay in 
lodging along the way while 
others prefer “bike packing,” 
putting a back pack on and 
traveling by bike, camping 
where allowed. 

“It’s not really a race at 
all,” stated Olsen. “It’s more 
of an organized group ride.” 
He explained that the focus 
on community to the ex-
clusion of competition has 
fueled much of the interest. 

Of course, so does the food. 
On one night, Experience 
Learning volunteers cook 

probably about 50 pounds or 
more of lasagna for hungry 
riders and whoever else has 
come to join the party. 

“We put on a safe event, 
but we put on the best after 

party,” he said. 
Community also brings 

people out in huge numbers. 
The collection of recreational 
vehicles, campers, and tents 
becomes a big party where 
attendees gather around 
campfires in the sometimes 
chilly night air. They share 
food and drink, but also sto-
ries of the road.

Planning for the event 
that attracts many hundreds 
comes from “a very small 
core group of people.”  Olsen 
directs day-to-day needs 
while also promoting the 
event in other areas.

More than 600 riders came to Spruce Knob for the 10th annual 
GRUSK event.


