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Tornados Twist Through Pendleton County

West Virginia Department of Hzghways crews work to clear Troublesome Valley Road.

Tornado

‘There Was No

Rain. There Was No Wind’

By Stephen Smoot

On the afternoon and early evening of July
21, the Raines family had most of Pendleton
County between them. Yet both experienced
two of the only tornadoes known to have
touched down in the county’s recorded history.

Brett Raines, a Pendleton County Sheriff’s
deputy, received a call to respond to a tornado
touching down near Seneca Rocks after 7 p.m.
on the day of the storms. As his wife, Danielle,
recalled, “Brett had called. He was over in
Seneca. He was like ‘it’s bad over here.”

The warning from her husband to stay alert
had come about 20 minutes after she saw an
alert on the Weather Channel. Danielle Raines
stated that “I'd gotten warnings on my phone
apps all day.”

Like many who grew up in the Mountain
State, she did not worry much about tornadoes
prior to last week. They only struck rarely,
even during tornado warnings. “When I was
younger,” she shared “you’d get tornado warn-
ings, go out in the garage and watch the storm
go past” with no drama or destruction.

Tornadoes also generally come with tell-tale
signs. The Ready Illinois website lists “a dark,
often greenish sky” a wall cloud, especially one
rotating, large hail, and “a loud roar, similar
to the sound of a freight train.”

Other sites share that sometimes wind
dies down to almost nothing as a tornado ap-
proaches, and that served as the ominous calm
before the storm as it moved through eastern

Pendleton County.

“There was no rain. There was no wind,”
remembered Danielle Raines. “Then all of a
sudden, it whipped through.” Deputy Raines
said that “what alerted her was that a wind
took everything on the front porch and threw
it to the far end. That’s when she realized it
was bad.”

Danielle added that “the storm blew the
kitchen door open.” She took her family to the
basement for safety and remembered “I was
telling my kids to hold onto the pole.”

She also explained how “little things” added
up to important choices that kept all safe from
injury. She noted that her mother-in-law, Lori
Raines, was going into the field to help with the
animals but paused to feed a cat, something
she rarely did. That little choice kept her from
walking out into the path of the 100-mile an
hour winds of the EF-1 tornado, winds that
elsewhere snapped one-to-two foot wide trees
in half.

The official release from the Pendleton
County Office of Emergency Management
underscored the random luck of the Raines
family. “A heavy chicken coop and dog ken-
nel enclosure . . . was lifted and blown over
another storage structure, with debris strewn
all around the yard, while the nearby house
was left intact, with fallen trees all around it.”

Brett Raines shared how much “time and
effort is in that house” but both he and his wife
shared that even more important, no one got
hurt as the storms raged through the property.

The residence of Brett and Danielle Rames and children is plctured It shows the debris from thelr
chicken coop structure strung through the yard. Note the storage container in the lower right corner
of the photo. The chicken coop was lifted up over that structure as it was strung through the yard. The
large tree visible fell in a different azimuth than the trees over along the Troublesome Valley Road.

Tornadoes Touch Down Throughout
Potomac Highlands, Bring Damage
To Parts of Pendleton County

By Stephen Smoot

For the third and fourth time in recorded
history, and the first time in 28 years, Pend-
leton County experienced a tornado touching
down.

Last week, storms raged across West
Virginia, prompting a statewide disaster
declaration for all 55 counties by Governor
Patrick Morrissey.

Some of these, particularly those that
drove through North Central West Virginia
and through the Potomac Highlands before
entering Virginia, were of the “supercell”
variety.

Supercell storms pose more danger than
even the destructive “derecho” types of
storms. Those are multiple “ordinary cell”
storms that move in tandem as a line extend-
ing for hundreds of miles. Normally derecho
damage comes from “straight line” winds
rather than tornadoes.

According to the National Weather Ser-
vice, supercells “are highly organized storms
characterized by updrafts that can attain

speeds of over 100 mph and are able to pro-
duce giant hail with strong, or even violent,
tornadoes.” Downdrafts, or winds forcefully
pushing downward from the storm “can pro-
duce downbursts/outflow winds in excess of
100 mph.”

Atmospheric instability and, in this case
a hard cold front, helped to form “ideal” con-
ditions for supercells. Wind dynamics can
cause the entire storm to rotate. Precipita-
tion can fall so heavily that it obscures tor-
nadoes hidden within. Heavy precipitation
will also bring the likelihood of flash flooding
or worse.

The first of the Potomac Highlands torna-
does touched down at about 6:20 p.m. An EF1
tornado landed at High View near the Hamp-
shire County and Virginia line and crossed
into Frederick County, Virginia. It traveled
3.5 miles and had winds that topped out near
110 miles per hour. The tornado warning
zone, indicating the potential danger, started
about five miles east of Purgitsville and ex-
tended across southern Hampshire County.

Continued on Page 3

Pendleton County FFA Members Attend State Convention
Members Qualify for National Competiions

Pendleton County FFA members attending the week-long state convention were, from left, first row,
Alex Adams, Callie Dunn, Katie Keyser, Kaylee Teter, Lani Fertig and Jax Bennett; and second row,
Zach Tennant (FFA advisor), Katie Heavner, McKenzie Vandevander, Sam Eason, Ty Heavner and
Wyatt Hinkle. Emily Schell, not pictured, attended the convention to receive her State FFA Degree.

Qualifying to compete at the National Land and Range Judging contest in Ohlahoma are members of
Pendleton’s land judging team, from left, Katie Heavner, Katie Keyser, Alex Adams and Ty Heavner.

Pendleton County FFA
members returned home
with numerous awards
and accomplishments after
a successful week at the
West Virginia FFA State
Convention July 8-11 in
Ripley. This year’s conven-
tion, themed “Built in the
Hills,” brought together

FFA members from across
the state to compete, de-
velop leadership skills,
and celebrate agricultural
education.

Ty Heavner captured
first place in the large trac-
tor driving competition,
earning the opportunity to
represent West Virginia at
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Community J

Library Friends
To Meet Tuesday

The Friends of the Library
will gather at 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the community
room of the Pendleton Coun-
ty Library in Franklin.

All are welcome to attend.

Senior Sponsored

Meal Scheduled

Aumann’s Custom Auto
will be sponsoring a congre-
gate meal for seniors aged
60+ on Aug. 7 at the Frank-
lin Senior Center. Lunch
will be served from 11:45
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. If one
would like a lunch, call the
senior center at 304-358-
2421 by 2 p.m. Aug. 4 to re-
serve a meal.

The Big E in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

The chapter posted an
impressive performance in
soil evaluation events. Pen-
dleton County placed third
overall in the homesite
evaluation contest and fifth
in the land judging con-
test, earning a combined
third-place overall finish.
The team’s performance
qualified them to compete
at the National Land and
Range Judging Contest
in El Reno, Oklahoma, for
the first time in chapter
history.

Team members included
Heavner, who placed 10th
individually in homesite
evaluation, Katie Heavner,
who earned sixth place in
land judging and fifth place

in homesite evaluation,
Alex Adams, who finished
fifth individually in land
judging, and Katie Keyser.

The chapter received
second place in the chapter
scrapbook competition.

Several members were
recognized for individual
achievements during the
convention.

Sam Eason served on
the State Courtesy Corps,
while Wyatt Hinkle earned
fourth place in zero turn
tractor driving.

Four Pendleton County
members were awarded
the prestigious State FFA
Degree, recognizing their
accomplishments and com-
mitment to Supervised
Agriculture Experienc-

es. Those recipients were
Adams, Cole Harper, Ty
Heavner and Emily Schell.

Additional participants
representing Pendleton
County included McKenzie
Vandevander in the fresh-
man creed competition,
Jax Bennett, Callie Dunn,
Eason, Lani Fertig, Keyser
and Kaylee Teter in parlia-
mentary procedure, and Ty
Heavner in extemporane-
ous speaking.

Pendleton County FFA j

members represented their
school and community with
distinction throughout the
week, showcasing their
hard work and passion,
proving they are of the
state’s best agricultural
education students.

Ty Heavner will represent West
Virginia in the large tractor
driving competition at The Big
E in Massachusetts.



Janis Nadeen Propst

Janis Nadeen Propst, 95,
of Brandywine passed away
July 25, 2026, at her home.

She was born Sept. 26,
1930, in Brandywine, and
was the daughter of the late
[rvin Upton Propst and Mil-
lie Marie (Eye) Propst.

Mrs. Propst was a 1949
oraduate of Franklin High
School and a housewife.

Her husband, John Clinton
‘Jack” Propst, preceded her
in death on April 26, 1993.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Gwen Sampson-Jones
(Ray Showden) of Greenbelt,
Maryland; a son, Randy
Propst (Holly) of Flint Hill,
Virginia; a brother, Delbert
‘Bud” Propst of Brandywine;
and two grandchildren, Mat-
thew Sampson and Gunnar
Propst.

She was also preceded
in death by a brother, Jol-
ce Propst; a sister, Arvella
Rexrode; and a grandson,
Andrew Propst.

A graveside service will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday at
Pine Hill Cemetery, 181 Pine
Hill Lane, in Brandywine.
A celebration of life service
will begin at noon Saturday
at Calvary Lutheran Church
with Pastors Angela Lambert
and Paul Schafer officiating.
A luncheon will follow in the
fellowship hall.

Memorials may be made to
South Fork Vol. Fire Depart-
ment, PO Box 297, Brandy-
wine, WV 26802 or Calvary
Lutheran Church, c/o Cary
Hevener, 405 Old Sugar
Grove Rd., Brandywine, WV
28602.

Online condolences and
memories may be shared at
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.

Subscribe to
The Pendleton Times

.
MINIONS AND
MONSTERS

JULY 31

AUGUST1

Rated PG
$8 for Ayes 12 & Over
$4 for Ages 5-11
Free for Kids 4 and Under
Movie Starts at Dusk
Snack Bar Opens at 6 p.m.
Carryouts are welcome
Keep up-to-date at
WarnersDrivelnWV.org
or Facebook.com/WarnersDrivelnWV
3169 Petersburg Pike, Franklin, WV

If you’re
conditions,
help. Therapy,

Anna B. “Ann”
(Warner) Wimer

Anna B. “Ann” (Warner)
Wimer, 87, of Franklin left
her earthly home on July
23, 2026, at the Pendleton
Manor in Franklin.

She was born on Jan.
25, 1939, in Circleville, the
daughter of the late Charles
Adam and Martha Ann (Hin-
kle) Warner.

Mrs. Wimer was a 1957
graduate of Circleville High
School where she was the
former FFA “Sweetheart
Queen.” She was honorably
chosen as princess to the
1957 Mountain State Forest
Festival.

She was a member of
Franklin United Methodist
Church where she was active
in the Methodist Women’s
Club.

She worked as a hairdress-
er in Hagerstown, Mary-
land, and also assisted Leslie
Dodrill at Franklin Florist.
Her caring heart led her to
help with Meals on Wheels
and work at the library.

She found joy in spending
time at the Korner Shop
with her husband and circle
of friends.

She was the matriarch
of her family, taking great
pride in caring for those she
loved. Whether gathered
around her table for a home-

cooked meal (especially her
spaghetti sauce, lasagna,
vegetable soup, and choco-
late chip cookies) or simply
enjoying time together, she
expressed her love through
her kindness, generosity,
and unwavering devotion.
Above all, she cherished
being a mother and grand-
mother, roles that brought
her immense joy and defined
the legacy of love she leaves
behind. Her spirit resonated
in every embrace, every en-
couraging word, and every
act of love. She had a quiet
strength and boundless gen-
erosity.

On May 30, 1959, she mar-
ried the love of her life and
her husband of 67 years,
Thomas Edwin Wimer, Jr.,
who survives.

In addition to her husband,
she leaves behind to cherish
her memory two daughters,
Lori Ann DeMoss (Lee) of
Sykesville, Marylan, and
Elizabeth Wimer Armstrong
(Craig) of Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia; a son, Charles Thomas
“Tom” Wimer (Mary Ellen)
of Brandywine; three grand-
children, Thomas, Phillip,
and Nicole; and four great-
grandchildren, Forest, Hen-
ry, Genevieve, and Cora.

She was also preceded
in death by four brothers,
Harold, Jack, Charles and
Eddie Warner; and a sister,
Genevieve Roby.

Funeral services were
held Monday in the Basagic
Funeral Home chapel in
Franklin with Pastor Mike
Loudermilk officiating.

In honoring her wishes,
her body was cremated and
burial of ashes will be at Ce-
dar Hill Cemetery in Frank-
lin.

Memorials may be made
to the Pendleton Manor,
Franklin United Methodist
Church, or any Pendleton
County Rescue Squad.

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

years ago.

Thank you!

\

| would like to thank everyone for the
many acts of kindness done for me
since | began my cancer journey two

Your time, cards, money, food, and
rides for treatments are deeply appreciated. Please
continue to pray for me as | continue my journey.
May God bless you,

)

Mary Lou Wagoner

Computer Front End Alignment
Custom Exhaust Systems
*Tires e*Wheel Alignment
*Shocks and Struts *Batteries
*Fuel Injection Specialist
Filters «Hoses and Belts
«0il Change Tune-Ups
*Engine Repair *State Inspections
~~24- Hour Towing~ ~
“Serving the area for more than 45 years”

Bowers
Garage &
Body Shop

304-249-5154
Sugar Grove
304-249-5900
Brandywine

struggling

medication,

Perinatal Mental Health Conditions

Resources to access for perinatal mental health
conditions include the National Maternal
Mental Health Hotline (1-833-TLC-MAMA) or
call/text “Help” to the Postpartum Support
International helpline at 1-800-944- 4773.

with perinatal
reach out to your healthcare professional for
support groups,
social support are ways you can begin healing.

P ENUDLE

Communit_y Care, Inc.

mental health

self-care, and

T O N

Franklin (304)358-2355 ¢ Riverton (304)567-2101
Harman (304)227-4134

www.pccnfc.org
*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!
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John Harvey Igo

John Harvey Igo, 87, of
Franklin passed away July
15, 2026, at J.W. Ruby Memo-
rial Hospital in Morgantown.

Born on April 4, 1939, in
Charleston, he was the be-
loved son of the late Delmer
Hector Igo, Sr. and Ermile
Given Igo.

Mr. Tgo was a proud 1957
high school graduate of Du-
pont High School.

He answered the call to
serve his country with hon-
or in the United States Air
Force. Following his military
service, he built a success-
ful career in the automotive
industry, where he worked
faithfully for many years until
his retirement.

A proud Freemason and
longstanding member of St.
Peter’s Lodge No.54 in Man-
ning, South Carolina, he also
found joy in watching NAS-
CAR races and had a passion
for experimental gardening,
always eager to try something
new.

Full of energy and quick
with a joke, he possessed a
wonderful sense of humor

AM L

that could brighten any room.
His warm, approachable na-
ture made it easy for others
to strike up a conversation,
and he never met a stranger,
cherishing every opportunity
to visit, laugh, and connect
with those around him.

He made his home for his
last six years with his son,
Delmer, in Omaha, Nebraska,
Harrisonburg, Virginia, and
Franklin.

Though he will be deeply
missed, his love and memory
will forever remain in the
hearts of those who were
blessed to know him.

Surviving are four chil-
dren, John Legg, Debra Legg,
Delmer A. Igo and Tammy
Masoud; four grandchildren;
a sister, Marilyn Thompson
(Art); and a sister-in-law,
Dreama Igo.

He was also preceded in
death by a brother, Delmer
H.Igo, Jr., and his infant twin
brother, Jack Hunter Igo.

Per his wishes he was cre-
mated.

Those wishing to honor his
life are invited to share condo-
lences and memories at www.
davisfuneralhomewv.com.

Davis Funeral Home and
Onsite Crematory in Clarks-
burg is honored to serve the
Igo family during this difficult
time.

SuGAR GROVE BUILDERS
Sugar Grove, WV

°R00ﬁng
*Decks =

-Garages
Jeremy Swartzentruber

304-249-1584

WV 060843

N RESTAURANT

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Friday, July 31° 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Luau Buffet

Green Salad, Fresh Tropical Fruit, Roast Pork,
Mahi Mahi, Chicken Kaunaoa,
Ploynesian Pork, Fried Rice, Buttered Corn,
Glazed Carrots, Assorted Desserts $3()00

Sunday, August 2 - Noon - 3 p.m.

Chuck Wagon Buffet

Mixed Green Salad, Smoked Brisket,
Fried Chicken, Beef Stew, Hash Browns,
Egg Noodles, Town Beans, Buttered Corn,
Cornbread and Biscuits, Assorted Desserts $30%°

RESTAURANT HOURS:
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Betty Lambert
Mongold, 82

Betty Lambert Mongold,
82, of Staunton, Virginia,
and formerly of Franklin
passed away July 27, 2026,
at Augusta Medical Center
in Fishersville, Virgina.

All services were private
per her wishes.

Funeral arrangements are
entrusted to Kimble Funeral
Home in Franklin.

Show Kids
You Care

“Tell them
their feelings
are okay.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in
Prevention Team and
Search Institute

MENU
Pendleton
Senior & Family
Services

FRIDAY, JULY 31
Baked Ham
Baked Sweet Potato
Peas, Pineapple
Birthday Cake
MonbpAY, AucGusT 3
Crispy Chicken Salad
w/Tomatoes
Carrot Sticks
Watermelon
Oatmeal Cookie
NATIONAL WATERMELON DAY!
TuUEsSDAY, AUuGUST 4
Baked Potato
w/Chili & Cheese
Broccoli
Peach Crisp
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST §
Fish Filet Sandwich
Tator Tots, Peas
Pears
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
Chili Dog
Potato Wedges
Cole Slaw, Apple

Welcome Ggust

Meal times are from 11:45
to 12:45. All meals served
with 2% milk & a bread.
Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first.
Menus are subject to change.

304-358-2421

oCanning Jars
*Rings and Lids
ePressure Canners
Water Bath Canners
Freezer Containers

To Guarantee Freshness...

Vacuum Sealers /
Bags and Rolls

HARVESTING A GARDEN?

We Have
Cannlng Supplies

eCanning Salt
ePectin Fresh Fruit
Pickle Mix
eSalsa Mix
eSauce Master

EJ Wheeler Hardware

eBest Products eBest Service eBest Prices

Main St., Franklin — 304-358-2303

Mon-Fri 7-5¢ Sat 7-3:30

www.bowmans.doitbest.com

BI



Tornados Twist Through

Continued From Page 1

Firemen and volunteers work to remove a large tree that fell on a vehicle on Troublesome Valley Road,
across from the Raines residence. Occupants of the vehicle were not injured.

About 1.6 miles n Trblesome Valley Road, th tornado hit with a re landing on the hood of a

motorist’s car.

It affected some structures
on private property, but the
National Weather Service
stated that “thousands of
trees were downed (80 to 90
percent at one point).” The
NWS affirmed the potential
danger from that small tor-
nado, noting that “many of
which were hardwoods 1-2
feet thick snapped at the
trunk.”

A little more than 30 min-
utes after the Hampshire
County tornado dissipated,
an EF-0 “tornado briefly
touched down near Seneca
Rocks just after 7 p.m.” Most
of the damage occurred with
trees along Thunder Road
“with trees uprooted in a con-
vergent pattern.” Only two
minutes elapsed between
touch down and dissipation.

A much more significant
EF-1 tornado touched ground
at about 7:25 p.m. at Kiser
Gap Road “about a half mile
north of the intersection with
US Route 33.” It moved east-
northeast through Trouble-
some Valley through the Fort
Seybert area before crossing
into Virginia and lifting near
Criders, Virginia.

At Troublesome Valley,

as Rick Gillespie, Pendleton
County Emergency Services
coordinator, explained “dur-
ing the onset of the storm, a
female citizen was jogging
along Troublesome Valley
Road. Hearing the alerts, her
husband packed their baby
into the car and went to go
pick her up.”

“As he arrived at her loca-
tion about 1.6 miles out . . .
the tornado hit with a tree
landing on the hood of their
car and one behind it.”

Gillespie added, “A few feet
were the difference between
life and death. All three es-
caped injury.”

The tornado’s movement
extended for a little more
than 10 miles. “Thousands
of trees were downed along
this rural 10.5 mile path,”
shared the NWS.

In an office of emergen-
cy management release,
Gillespie noted that the
storm “flattened to the
ground” a 120-year old barn
near Fame. A mobile home
was also destroyed on Red-
bud Hill Lane off of Sweedlin
Valley Road.

Gillespie stated, “This
event proves that tornadoes

do occur in these mountains,
and we suggest residents
take all NWS warnings se-
riously. We thank the fine
folks with the NWS and
area meteorologists for their
professional services and for
providing us with the alerts.
Thanks to our VFDs, 911
personnel, WV DOH, law
enforcement officers and
citizens for working together
to make recovery a speedy
process. We are thankful
that no one was injured.”
Hardy County saw two
separate tornado warnings.

Tuesday nigh,
Road.

A mobLle home/ cabm structure off of Sweedlm Valley Road

received heavy damage from the winds

Valley Road.

Storm rotations that indicat-
ed the likelihood of a tornado
sparked warnings in two
areas, from near Purgitsville
and extending to Wardens-

«s ‘W
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Dice, Mallow, Harper, Phares

and Descendants Reunion
Sunday, August 2
Clinton Hedrick Community Building

Lunch at 1 p-m

Bring a covered dish and join us.
Door Prizes ~ Silent Auction
Music by Luther Arbaugh and Friends

Riverton

Circleville, WV

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL CO.
Piedmont, WV 1-800-924-6701

Compare our prices and SAVE
Granite — Marble -

Memorials -

. JARED Final Date Engraving Service

... Available - CALL TODAY
Home Consultations Available
EXPERT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
Area Representative: Dave Sponaugle

Bronze
Markers - Mausoleums

1-304-668-6716

THANK T Yoy

First of all, I want to THANK our PRECIOUS LORD

for AGAIN getting me through some difficult heart

r\,SAVIOUR BLESS ALL OF YOU!!!

issues! Many of you know what I've experienced when
my heart journey began and seriousness of more recent
issues.

I want to take this opportunity to THANK EVERY-
ONE (SPECIAL THANKS goes to my family and
neighbors) for reaching out to me with such kindness,
caring and concerns!! I CANNOT express ALL words
needed for my GRATITUDE! Please know I an TRULY
APPRECIATIVE for PRAYERS, FAITH, phone calls, in-
person talks, help at home while I was at Ruby Memorial,
offers to fix food, and more I may have missed!!! Your
deeds will not be forgotten!!

I started this note giving GOD THE GLORY and I'm

,ending no differently! GOD IS GREAT, and may our,

Blessings and sincere thanks,
Anita Hartman

Heavner Attends Virginia
Tech’s Judgmg Camp

Tori Heavner captured the high junior individual award at the
Eastern Regional Livestock Judging and Stockman’s Challenge
May 29 in Lewisburg. She won a scholarship to Virginia Tech’s
livestock judging camp.

93" Annual

Dunkle-Hiser-Burgoyne Reunion
Sunday, August 2

Mt. Zion U.M. Church, Deer Run
Picnic Lunch to Begin at 1 p.m.

H\\\\\\HHHHHH
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s : Trees fell on the former Bethel Church
Downed trees were visible along the east side of Troublesome situated on the late Elmer May property

located off Corner Road in Fort Seybert.

ville and also from an area
south of Petersburg reaching
into southern Hardy County.

In North Central West
Virginia, the storm brought
heavy rains that caused sig-
nificant destruction and also
the loss of two lives.

Several inches of rain fall-
ingin a short duration created
deadly and destructive flood-
ing in Upshur and Lewis coun-
ties. Water running through
town streets appeared almost
as creeks or rivers. Flooding
also blocked both Corridor H
at Weston and Interstate 79
nearby. Weston received just
under five inches of rain while

Buckhannon got 5.3. Some
communities directly south
of the Corridor H highway
connecting those cities saw
almost 6.5 inches.

The NWS did include a
prediction of supercell storms
in its special alert for the Mid
Atlantic region on July 21.

Earlier in the day, three tor-
nadoes touched down almost
simultaneously in Washing-
ton County, Ohio and crossed
the Ohio River into Pleasants
County. One of those traveled
into Tyler County.

Photos courtesy of Pendle-
ton County Office of Emer-
gency Services.

PIONEERS

Modern Woodmen of

America was founded over

140 years ago to clear
financial burdens — not

trees. You could say we're
pioneers for life: a fraternal

financial services

P
Modern%

Woodmen

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Pendleton Youth Place in

OSU Cattleman’s Contest

ORlahoma State University Cattleman’s Choice contest is a year-long
contest. The contest, hosted by OSU extension, runs from September
to May and is completed virtually. Each month teams used Expected
Progeny Differences, videos, and a production scenario to select the
top four bulls from the sale. This was a national contest with FFA
and 4-H teams competing together. Pendleton’s team placed 10th
overall and was reserve team for November and January. Members
of the team were, from left, Bella Hoover, Branson Smith and Tori

Heavner.

! AMISH SCHOOL
Benefit Supper and Bake Sale

Modern Woodmen of

organization built to help

families throughout life.

Life insurance
Retirement planning
Financial services
Member programs

America
Steven Barnett at The Vanderpool Greenhouse
FIC 3935 Jackson River Rd, Monterey, VA
39 Maple Avenue
Franklin, WV 26807 Friday, July 31 from 5-8 p.m.
( 304-607-7818
reps.modernwood SERVING
’ Grilled chicken, homemade cheese noodles, baked beans,
men.org/sbarnett

potato salad, homemade ice cream, pies, coffee and drinks

Freewill donations. Everyone welcome!

We will be raffling off a 92x110” blue quilt with
hearts and starts, quilted by the Amish ladies,
and a Henry 17 Golden Boy gun. Drawing will be
on July 31 at 8 p.m. Ticket holders need not be
present to win. Tickets are $10 each or 5 for $40,
also available at Jackson River Bakery.
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10 Years Ago
Week of July 28, 2016

Navy Base Property
Has New Owner

The online auction for the
former Sugar Grove Navy
Base which was scheduled to
conclude on July 20, wrapped
up on Monday evening with
a final bid of $11.2 million.
An individual known only
as Bidder #7 submitted the
winning offer.

A total of three open houses
were held for prospective
buyers to show off the 122-
plus acre property boasting
over 105 structures.

The property had
previously been assessed by
the state tax department at
a value of $16.3 million. A
writer for the “Washington
Business Journal” reported
that the sale price of
$11.2 million “was a song”
compared to the real value
of the property.

New Store Opens
In Brandywine

The town of Brandywine
now has more to offer
shoppers of Pendleton
County. The new Family
Dollar officially opened its
doors for business on July 15
with the grand opening being
held this past Saturday.

SUGAR GROVE

Dogs Can Prove
To Be a Positive
Influence on Life

One will be surprised at
the benefits of having a furry
friend.

* One will exercise more.

*The stress level
decreases.

*One’s social life may
improve as people are more
likely to stop and talk.

* Cancer may be detected
sooner with a dog’s amazing
sense of smell.

*Children will be less
likely to have allergies.

*One’s heart will be
healthier.

*One is less likely to feel
depressed.

*Dog ownership benefits
elderly people in many ways.

*Dogs serve as an effective
security system.

It goes without saying: A
dog is man’s best friend.

20 Years Ago
Week of August 3, 2006

Seneca Rocks
Tourism Numbers Up

Although Pendleton
County’s overall economy
may not benefit substantially
from the travel/tourism
industry—a state tourism
commission study last year
estimated that total travel
spending here in 2004
amounted to $6.2 million,
one of the lowest figures
in the state—the summer
of 2006 appears to be good
again for tourism in Seneca
Rocks, which is one of the
Mid-Atlantic regions’ most
popular travel destinations
in the spring and summer
and again when the leaves
turn in the fall.

Official numbers for the

Seneca Rocks Discovery
Center through July 18 show
32,586 visitors there this
year, an increase of 2,688
from the same time period
last year.

The high water mark for
visitation there in recent
years came in 2000, when
106,701 people enjoyed the
attractively designed tourist
and information center,
which is managed by the
forest service.

Kimble’s Fast-Pitch
Team Wins Virginia
Coventry Games

Upcoming Pendleton
County High School senior,
Jenny Kimble, and her U-18
fast-pitch softball team,
the “Smashin’ Apples,”
recently won the Coventry
Commonwealth Games of
Virginia in Salem, VA, with
a record of 6-0 against 20
strong teams.

Kimble’s out-fielding
experience with the team,
comprised primarily of
Turner Ashby and Fort
Defiance high school players,
is a pre-cursor for college-
level play. Pitching speed
ranges from high 50s to mid
60s with various pitches—
screwball, drop ball, riser,
curve and of course, the fast
pitch.

30 Years Ago
Week of July 25, 1996

Dr. Charles Sites
Retires After 55 Years
Of Medical Practice

Riding a bulldozer or horse,
skiing, driving his favorite
automobile, and climbing
26 stairs to his first office
in Franklin, are several of
the ways Dr. Charles Judy
Sites, Franklin physician,
reached his Pendleton
County patients in the past
49 years. “I was a farm boy,
though, and was able to ride
about anything,” said Dr.
Sites.

As of June 30 at age 84,
he hung up his stethoscope
for the last time and retired
after 55 years of loyal and
dedicated medical practice.

Originally Dr. Sites had no
real intention of practicing
medicine in Franklin.
Eventually, though, after
much schooling and military
service, he opened an office
in Franklin. He said, “I
knew and liked the people
here and found the region
beautiful.”

Just after completing
school at Pittsburgh Medical
Center, he was called into
the military service in which
he served for five years as a
medical officer. During World
War II, he was stationed at
Ft. Hayes in Columbus, OH,
Camp Shelby in Hattisburg,
MS, Uma, AZ. Needles, CA,
Pamona, CA, and Camp
Clayborne in Louisiana
before being shipped
overseas to England, Wales,
France and Germany.

Dr. Sites returned home
from the service in October
1945, and married Mary
Lou Aulde on December 31
of that year. Following a
month in Florida, the couple
returned to West Virginia,
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making Parsons their home
for a year while he worked
in a hospital.

In 1947, Dr. Sites
decided to open a medical
practice in Franklin, the
home to four doctors, O. S.
Reynolds, Orlando Mitchell,
J. L. Lambert, and Samuel
Johnson.

SUGAR GROVE

Swinging Is Favorite
Pastime for Children

Memories of childhood
days sometimes fade or
grow stronger as we grow
older. We had trees to climb,
wildflowers to pick for lovely
table bouquets, ponds to
skip stones on, and the
exhilarating times swinging
on a swing.

Most likely the frames
of those swings were made
from scrap lumber. It no
doubt was attached to
thick, long ropes from a tree
branch.

On a warm summer day, it
felt so good to bring the legs
back, bend the knees, and
stretch the legs out straight
as we would pump ourselves
back and forth.

The wind would blow
through our hair, faces
cooled by the balmy air.
Swinging is one of the most
pleasant things any child —
no matter the age — can do.

40 Years Ago
Week of July 31, 1986

It’s Blueberry Picking
Time on the Dolly Sods

Blueberries are ripening
early this year on Dolly
Sods in the Monongahela
National Forest. Although,
the berries are scattered this
year and somewhat smaller,
picking should be good now
until mid-August. The berry
crop is expected to peak the
end of July.

50 Years Ago
Week of July 29, 1976

Simmons Sells
Laundry Mat, Snack Bar

The Simmons Laundry
Mat and the Simmons
Snack Bar, both located
on the basement floor of
the Simmons Building in
Franklin, were sold last week
by A. M. “Hun” Simmons of
Franklin to Richard Phares,
Jr. of Onego.

Simmons, who has
operated the laundry mat for
the past eight years and the
snack bar for almost as long,
said he sold the business
because he no longer was
able to operate them because
of his health.

Included in the sale were
33 automatic washing
machines, 14 dryers, a dry
cleaner and all snack bar
equipment.

Simmons did not sell the
building, but leased the
basement floor to Phares
who immediately took over
management of the two
operations.

Hanover Has
Annual Outing

The annual picnic of The
Hanover Shoe, Inc., Franklin
plant was held last Saturday
at Thorn Spring Park.
Approximately 600 persons,
including employees and
their families and guests,
were served a picnic lunch
of barbecue chicken by the
Franklin Latter-day Saints
Church.

DAHMER

Some species of birds and
wildlife will fare well here
for a time, because there
is an abundance of wild
cherries that will soon ripen.
The birds are already dining
on the choke cherry.

Miss Elsie Blizzard of
Franklin has a flower, the
Confederate violet, growing
in her yard. This violet is
mostly a cultivated one but
some places it has escaped
and is growing wild.

Farms Offer Vacations
In West Virginia

CHARLESTON — Are you
interested in vacationing on
a West Virginia farm this
year? If so, the West Virginia
Department of Agriculture
has prepared a brochure
containing eight (8) farms
offering farm vacations.

This year farm vacations
are located in Barbour,
Braxton, Hardy, Jefferson,
Pocahontas and Pendleton
counties.

This program is designed
with the purpose of providing
W. Va. farmers with an
opportunity to supplement
their income by entertaining
guests and allowing many
who would not normally have
the chance to experience the
numerous amounts of fringe
benefits offered in a rural
setting.

In most cases, the visitors
are allowed to work with
the owners of the farm
and help with farm chores,
such as milking the cows or
gathering eggs. Some farms
even feature hay rides!

Facilities vary from farm
to farm, however, many
of them are close to state
parks and national forests.
Some include horseback
riding, hunting, fishing,
outdoor fireplaces, baby-
sitting, laundry facilities,
swimming, canoeing and
hiking.

60 Years Ago
Week of July 28, 1966

$11 MILLION
SUGAR GROVE
PROJECT OK’ED

Washington, D. C.—U.
S. Senator Robert C. Byrd
(D-W. Va.) announced today
that the Navy has agreed
to his request to proceed
with the development of
the Naval Radio Receiving
Station at Sugar Grove—
now estimated to be an $11
million installation.

79 Teachers Employed
By Board of Education
For Ensuing Term

SUGAR GROVE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IS DISCONTINUED

2026.

WV.uS.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pendleton County Middle/High School will
be destroying student files on students who
graduated in 2020. Records will continue to be
kept on all students who are now in school.

Federal and state laws require that we provide
public notification of our intent to destroy these
records and that we provide the opportunity for
students and their parents or guardians to review
these records prior to their destruction. We will
begin this process on July 16, 2026. Records will
be available to review or receive until August 15,

If you have any questions or wish to review or
receive records, please contact Janice Heavner or
Stephanie Latif at 304-358-2573 or by email at
janice.heavner@k12.wv.us or stephanie.latif@k12.

A full complement of
teachers has been employed,
some new administrative
positions have been created,
and one elementary school
has been eliminated in
preparation for the opening
of Pendleton County schools
next month.

The biggest change in the
school system for next term
will be the discontinuance of
the Sugar Grove Elementary
School. Most of the pupils
who normally would have
attended that school now
will attend the Brandywine
School. Pupils living in the
Thorn section who previously
have attended the Sugar
Grove School will be brought
into Franklin.

The discontinuance of the
Sugar Grove School reduces
the number of elementary
schools in the county to six.
Thirty-one years ago there
were 96.

70 Years Ago
Week of August 2, 1956

DAHMER

THE BOARD WALKS IN
FRANKLIN 65 YEARS AGO

How many people
remember the Old Board
Walks in Franklin 65 or 70
years ago? They were very
inferior to those concrete
walks of today. But they
served the purpose in that
day, but not without an
outcry against them, because
some people received painful
injuries about their toes
and feet as was the case of
Newton Swan, a cattleman
who often came to Franklin.

He was leisurely going
along on the walk in company
with Jesse Howard Simmons
when a broken board caused
him a great deal of pain.
Of course, he used profane
language, but no cop to hear
him. So he went on his way
but not in a happy mood.

A few other remarks not
very religious came rudely
spoke out. Next came along
a lady who met with a like
accident but of a religious
nature and said, “O my Lord.”
The third party was usually
sparing of commands, but
who had received the same
dose of medicine, said,
“These old board walks must
be replaced soon or I will sue
the town.”

During the time just
mentioned, people thought
“no money to do it” and the
man is day dreaming, but
not so, because his prophecy
was fulfilled in a larger
sense than he had dreamed.

Two colored gentlemen
that figured prominently in
the early history of Franklin
were Elijah Custus,
the butcher, and Sam
Sunderland, a very polite
gentleman, and they were
seen by the writer trampling
over those “Old Board
Walks” when “brogans” were
worn by them.

A true story
— John Dahmer
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Smith Creek/
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

Last week on July 22, the
area experienced a tornado
which is very rare in this area.
It knocked a few trees down but
luckily nobody got hurt.

Smith Creek and Friends
Run Churches of the Brethren:
shut-ins — Bucky Moyers,
Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, Larry
Moyers, Sandy Washburn,
Mary Alice Simmons, Anna
Lee Mitchell, and Carol Propst;
prayer list — Richard Camp-
bell, Joshua Shirk, Kenny
Williams, Ruth Bauer, Rick
Waggy, Gloria Moats, Jim
Fawley, Ruthalene Judy, Jes-
sie Simmons, Minny Rhoads,
David Berg, Troy Bennett,
Danny Nelson, Sherry He-
drick, Tom and Judy Borror,
David M. Parkinson, Cleo Sim-
mons, Jimmie Bennett, Tom
Butterworth, Bobby Parsons,
Robert Bennett, Rick Phares,
Virgil “Bub” Yokum, Hannah
Hedrick, John Moyers, Norma
Auville, Shana Johnson, Bruce
Lambert, Sherry Chambers,
Donald Burns, Glenn Sites,
Shirley Bland, Wayne Sim-
mons, Jennifer Scott, Brian
Calhoun, Bobby Bodkin, Chris
Phares, Robin Gery, Nancy
George, Grace and Albert Ham-
mer, Holly Beachler, Cameron
Beachler, Keith Kimble, Lisa
Dingess, Kitty Waggy, Gretta
Pope, Mary Lou Wagoner,
Lucy Westfall, Donna Bennett,
Peggy Pitsenbarger, Amy Van-
Meter, Lynwood Pennington,
Alvy Humphreys, Amy Berg,
Ronnie Pitsenbarger, Connie
Hartman, Bob Hoops, Wyatt
Hott, Wanda Townsend, Carl
Thompson, Kaye Alt, Kaylee
Bennett, Mickie Huffman,
Woody Hoover, Rhonda Stump
and Shirley Propst.

Prayer thought: “Loving
God, thank you for eternal life
and your breath of life. Each
breath we take is God’s gift of
physical life.”

High and low temperatures
and precipitation for July 20
through July 26, followed by
the same for last year, were as
follows: July 20 - 84°, 58° (80°,
68°, .08”), July 21 - 79°, 65°,
1.46” (79°, 61°), July 22 - 81°,
62°,.21” (82°, 58°), July 23 - 77°,
58° (84°, 64°), July 24 - 75°, 53°
(86°,63°), July 25 - 81°,63° (90°,
67°,.02”) and July 26 - 82°, 58°
(91°, 68°, 1.53”).

Aanue

Lawn

Rain or Shine

13t Annual Sllgal' Grove

Saturday, Aug. 8

Tractors ONLY!
No Floats Allowed!

Parade starts at 4:00 p.m. Registration begins 3 p.m.
Registration/Line-up at Pigley Wigleys, Sugar Grove
Multiple trophies will be awarded.

Cash prize for the Crowd Favorite

Questions, call 304-902-0123
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SouTH FORK RESCUE SQUAD

Following Antique Tractor Parade
South Fork Rescue Squad
Building

Sugar Grove

e Food *Fun * Games
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‘Country Roads’ Leads to Many Discoveries

Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

“Country Roads,” a song that is near and dear to one’s
heart, has become an international song, sung by those who
can’t speak English but who love the lyrics and tune.

“Country Roads” harkens to the most irregular shaped
of all the 50 states, and varied reasons for West Virginia’s
pride: the people, events, sights, and places. West Virginia
is known for the Ramp Festival, Bridge Day, Hatfield-McCoy
Feud, coal mining, state forests and parks, Cass Railroad,
Canaan Valley, Spruce Knob, Harper’s Ferry, Greenbrier,
Bramwell, Helvetia, Robert C. Byrd, Don Knotts, Lou Holtz,
Jerry West, Mary Lou Retton, Pearl Buck, Stonewall Jack-
son, Little Jimmy Dickens, Chuck Yeagar, golf first played
in White Sulphur Springs, Oglebay Park, West-Whitehall
Winery, Bavarian Inn, Harper’s Old Country Store, Fen-
ton and Blenko Glass, Mail Pouch tobacco, Old Rehoboth
Church, Blennerhassett Mansion, gray bat, Philippi’s cov-
ered bridge, New River Gorge Bridge, Seneca Rocks, Organ
Cave, National Radio Astronomy Observatory, Mother’s
Day and Moundsville...all talking points in a nutshell. This
makes one want to come and enjoy the “Country Roads” that
“snake” through mountains, valleys and nearby streams.

Not to be outdone by all of the above mentioned, its culi-
nary delicacies are hard to beat.

The late Joy Harper had this recipe of Fried Pies:

2 cups flour

2 eggs

1 tsp. salt

Stewed fruit

1/2 cup shortening

Sift the flour and salt together. Cut in the shortening and
mix with hands, add water. Roll out about 1/8 inch thick on
a floured board. Cut with a large cookie cutter about 4 inches

in diameter. On each round, place 1-1/2 tablespoons sweet-
ened mashed fruit (dried apricots, peaches, prunes or thick
applesauce). Moisten edges with cold water, fold to make
semi-circles and press tighter with a fork. Fry in deep fat.

This recipe was passed down from generation to genera-
tion to retain the usage of fruits.

Life’s little instructions include the following:

1. Watch a sunrise at least once a year.

2. Compliment even small improvements.

3. Don’t expect life to be fair.

4. Carry a chain saw in one’s trunk.

5. Never leave the toilet seat in the up position.

The cooler temperatures have been greatly enjoyed. Amidst
all the storms around the area, the community received only
minimal damage and rainfall.

Quotes for the week are as follows:

“Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what
you're going to get.” — Forrest Gump

“Believe you can and you're halfway there.” — Theodore
Roosevelt

“The above-average intelligence of a squirrel is now re-
quired on most professional exams.” — Don Knotts

“They say marriages are made in heaven. But so is thunder
and lightning.” — Clint Eastwood

“If you cannot do great things, do small things in a great
way.” — Napolean Hill

Sitting on the front porch is the best place to hear the
“Talk of the Grove.”

On Saturday, Jake and Donna Anderson of Staunton, Vir-
ginia, along with Jake’s brother, Joe, and Anthony Anderson
of Washington, D.C., visited Pidge and Charles Anderson.

Judy and Doyle Moats came Sunday to and help pick
beans.

The Martin Smith and Harry Grogg reunion was held Sat-
urday. Family came as far away as Illinois and New York to
attend. Smokey Wilson from Concord, Virginia, shared his

music with everyone. Everyone enjoyed the time together.

On Sunday, Judy Rader and Lorena Hoover enjoyed
visiting in the home of Benny and Linda Custer at Verona,
Virginia. Their visit included a delicious lunch.

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:

*Penguins have a special gland to filter salt from seawater.

* A newborn kangaroo (joey) is about 1 inch long.

*The average human sneeze travels at a speed of about
100 miles per hour.

*The credit card was introduced in the 1950s.

*One of the most important inventions in human history
is the wheel, invented around 3500 B.C. in Mesopotamia.

August birthdays include Justin Via, David Puffenbarger,
Loni Conley and Eddie Armentrout, first; Tracy Armentrout,
second; Junior Bolton and Skyler Frame, fourth; Charlotte
Hoover, Doris Hoops, Paula Price, Steve Stump and Carter
and Colby Hott, fifth; Pastor Jerry Smith and Johnny Rerode,
sixth; Amy Berg, seventh; Amanda Rexrode, Karen Peer,
Gary Smith and Carl Hevener, eighth; Dolly Rexrode, ninth;
Carrigan and Corrina Hedrick, Sherman Bennett, Margaret
Kiser, Darren Olka and Sarah Loka, 10th; Brandon Mitchell
and Becky Rightsell, 11th; Doug Simmons, Pat Godfrey,
Sam Harper and C.J. Eckard, 12th; Moni Harman and Katie
George, 14th; and Denise Neil and Bobby Shanholtz, 15th.

Concerns are for Charles Anderson, Roger and Joan
Ashley, Mercedes Aumann, Dave Basagic, “Bo” Boggs, Jeft
Craig, Stanley Dahmer, Isaac Eye, Carl Gant, Sue Hall,
Clyde Hamilton, Albert Hammer, Armanda Heavner, Starr
Hedrick, Keith Hoover, Mickey Huffman, Cynthia Hurry,
Gary Jamison, Mike and Lisa Jamison, Tara Kelley, Stanley
Kile, Keith Kimble, Lori Ann Lambert, Melissa Lambert,
Skip and Roger Mallow, Yvonne Marsh, Dottie Mitchell,
Rhonda Nash, Willa Nelson, Ronald Pitsenbarger, Alda
Propst, family and friends of Janis Propst, Sheldon Propst,
Jimmy Rexrode, Bernie and Margaret Sasscer, Robbie Sites,
family and friends of Ann Wimer and Edwin Wimer.

Data Centers Will Generate Massive Revenues for Host Counties, But All Will Get Some

By Stephen Smoot

Coverage of the development of data centers in West Vir-
ginia has generated a great deal of discussion over their role
and impact, but little has been reported as of yet about their
expected revenue benefits to local government.

One of the fears that some share about their development
in West Virginia comes from the history of industrialization
between the Civil War and World War I. Industrial Revolution
development in West Virginia focused mainly on “upstream”
development, including the extraction of timber and coal
resources, mostly for use elsewhere.

Coal went to Pittsburgh and Baltimore for steel. Timber
was often shipped to paper mills situated a few miles on the
wrong side of the West Virginia state line. While mills did
produce boards, much of the product went out of state for
further refining.

The natural gas industry, among many others, uses a river
metaphor to describe points of production. Upstream refers
to the extraction phase, midstream to transportation and
storage, and downstream as the phase of refinement and
distribution.

Constructing data centers as a market for West Virginia

power plants, who themselves serve as markets for West Vir-
ginia coal, natural gas, solar, and wind power production, en-
compasses the entire “river.” Unlike in the Industrial Revolu-
tion where the state extracted and shipped out, the Mountain
State now encompasses the entirety of the economic benefit.

One of the most understated factors, however, lies in the
expected revenues to come from these centers.

Delegate Daniel Linville (R-Cabell) posted on his site an
automatic calculator to show the tax revenue benefits that
could accrue to local schools and county governments if they
hosted a data center in their county. State law requires that
these centers also pay county levies as well. They also, ac-
cording to HB 2014 (2025) cannot enter into any payment in
lieu of taxes arrangements

Additionally, if the new data center is located in another
county, 10 percent of revenues from that get distributed
amongst the 54 other counties in the state. Those go to county
governments.

The calculator estimates revenues based on centers up
to eight gigawatts in power. Most in West Virginia will be
smaller than that due to land limitations.

If a one gigawatt data center located in Pendleton County,
$16,063,200 would go directly to the Pendleton County

Schools. The Pendleton County Commission would receive
$11,020,680 to put into the cost of county services and any
other needs.

If Pendleton County had a levy of any sort, the data center
would have to pay its full share. For example, if a one giga-
watt center opened in Mineral County, it would also receive a
base revenue for its schools of just over $16 million, just like
Pendleton County. It would also receive an additional $63.3
million for beneficiaries of its levy.

If a one gigawatt center was constructed in any other county
in West Virginia, the Pendleton County Commission would
receive just over $32,000. The center proposed for Tucker
County will likely open with two GW capacity that will in-
crease over time. That alone would provide Pendleton County
initially with just over $64,000 a year.

As more data centers are constructed, each county will
continue to see its shares in that revenue add up annually.

The revenues expected from data centers only represent one
section of the larger picture that involves the natural resource
extraction and also power generation industries within the
state. Counties that host natural gas wells and coal mining
operations will see benefits from expanded production, as well
as those seeing development in power generation.

Training Event Lays Groundwork for New Peters Mountain Trail System

Nearly 30 volunteers gathered on a humid day at Peters
Mountain, about 10 minutes west of downtown Franklin, to
learn trail-building skills and begin work on the new Peters
Mountain Trail System in the Monongahela National Forest.

Peters Mountain sits beneath the impressive North Fork
Mountain in the dry, rocky shale barrens of West Virginia’s
Valley and Ridge Province, terrain that offers a unique
outdoor experience from the rest of the Monongahela’s
high-elevation spruce forests. The weather, however, did
not cooperate with the setting. Volunteers worked through
fog and steady rain, spread across more than a hundred feet
of corridor with assembly-line precision, shoveling, raking,
tamping, and lopping their way through the wet ground.

The training was led by the Mon Forest Towns Partner-
ship’s local representatives, West Virginia University’s
Outdoor Economic Development Collaborative and the Mon-
ongahela National Forest. Rich Edwards and Logan Chap-
man of the OEDC guided volunteers of all ages alongside
forest service staff, covering work safety and the techniques
for building trails that last.

Volunteers learned to use a suite of tools from the OEDC’s
mobile tool lab, from familiar loppers and rakes to trail-
specific implements like the McLeod and the Pulaski. In-
struction also covered techniques for managing water on the
trail, including how to implement grade dips and the angle of
backslopes, the details that determine where water flows and
ultimately, whether a trail holds up for days or for decades.

“Twenty years from now, you’ll be able to hike this trail
and see moss growing on the stones you put down,” Chap-
man said.

That long view shaped the day. “We want the trail to look
like it just dropped out of the sky,” Edwards remarked. He
pointed to the lineage of American trail work to explain the
standard. “Many of the trails you see today across America
are almost 100 years old and were built by the CCC and
WPA, people who knew what they were doing. Now we're
in the third great trail-building renaissance; we want these
trails to last a hundred years as well.”

The work is part of a nearly three-mile looped shared-use

Pendleton County Schools
will be conducting routine vision,
speech and hearing screenings on all

preschool and kindergarten students.

Students in first grade and up who are new to
Pendleton County will receive a speech screening.
Students new to West Virginia in first grade and
up will receive a hearing screening. Students in
second and fourth grades will receive a vision
screening.

Students who are referred for testing by the
school psychologist will receive a hearing and vision
screening, and possibly other relevant screenings per
the referral (i.e., gifted, dyslexia, autism).

If a parent does not want their child to participate
in the screenings, a written notice needs to be sent to
the Director of Student Services by August 7, 2026, at
Pendleton County Schools, P.O. Box 888, Franklin,

WV 26807.

trail system currently in development, one piece of the Mon
Forest Towns Partnership’s broader effort to connect down-
towns to nearby forest assets and enhance West Virginia’s
growing outdoor recreation economy. The trails offer young
people a place to gain hands-on experience at a time of rising
demand for trail builders across the region.

“Visitors to Franklin and Pendleton County fall in love
with the natural beauty here every day,” added Annie Hu-
mes, director of the Pendleton County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. “This project is already connecting our residents
to those natural spaces, giving local folks the chance to be
hands-on with the work of responsible development of public
access at the Peters Mountain trail. This trail will make our
public forest land more accessible for both visitors and locals
for years to come.”

The training followed a Franklin community meeting held
the day before, where residents discussed outdoor recrea-
tion, business, and community development opportunities
for the area. Both events are part of the Partnership’s ARC
POWER grant and downtown connectivity work.

For Michelle Connor, Franklin’s Mon Forest Town repre-
sentative, the site carries particular meaning. “The location

Jim Crites
Sales & Service

on all makes of Vacuum Cleaners
Specializing in
Electrolux and Rainbow Vacuums
3 Spruce Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847
or drop off at Country Cars & Trucks
304-257-8540 ¢ jimcrites@hotmail.com

of this trail is important to our community,” Connor said.
“The Welcome to the Monongahela National Forest sign is
highly visible along US-33 and stands right next to an iconic
piece of our local history, a one-room schoolhouse constructed
through a partnership between our local school system
and the US Forest Service in 1940. This school served our
community for decades and is a reminder of the continued
interdependence between our community and the national
forest.”

For Connor, who brought her 10- and 16-year-old sons to
the training, and other parents in the audience, the focus
was on the next generation. “Over 85 years later, this same
piece of property is being used to foster local learning op-
portunities and empower youth,” she commented.

The Peters Mountain Trail System is not yet open to the
public. Organizers plan to keep the momentum going with
continued community events through the summer. Those
interested in future workdays or being part of the commu-
nity conversation can connect with the Mon Forest Towns
Partnership or Pendleton County Convention and Visitors
Bureau for more information.

Doug Richmond, PS

Land Surveyor
40 years of experience

in large and small projects
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S
Head Waters, VA 24442

Home 540-396-4862 - Cell 540-373-4045

HARTMAN'S SERVICE STATION
502 Lee Ave * FRANKLIN, WV 26807
304-358-2574

© edmax

Chain Saws ¢ Trimmers
Bars ¢ Chains ¢ Oil
Trimmer Line ¢ Blowers

STATE INSPECTIONS
OIL CHANGE ~ GREASE JOBS
SELL NEW TIRES ~ BATTERIES
AC WORK ~ BRAKES
ROTORS ~ TIE RODS
SCANNER HOOKUP DIAGNOSIS

Been in Business over 50 Years! GET Your VEHICLE CHECKED OuT TODAY.

HOOVER REUNION

Autobody Repair
and Painting

e
COUNTRY ROADS 105 Arlie Lane, Brandywine
(near Intersection of Rt. 33 & Sweedlin Valley Rd.)

304-249-2109
Hours: M-F 8 am. - § p.m.
Garrett Aumann, Owner

Over 25 Years Experience Allinsurances accepted

Sunday, August 2

Thorn Spring Park
Lunch at 1 p.m.

Relatimnes and Friends
Are lmited o Come

Spend the Day

TOP NOTCH TREE SERVICE

Locally Owned w/20+ Years Experience =i

Tree Removal is not a hobby
It’s our full-time business!

SPECIALIZING IN ¥}

FuLLy INsurep w/°2 MiLuioN PLus

*TREE REMOVAL/PRUNING
eBRrusH CLEARING LAND CLEARING
e24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

Free Estimates! « Call Justin Will at 540-474-2222
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America 250 May Have Looked Quite Different
Without Washington’s Highlands Forts

By Stephen Smoot

As the nation and some parts of the world celebrated
America 250, the anniversary of the 1776 independence of
the United States, few think much about the war only 20
years prior.

In 1754, George Washington, a major in the Virginia mi-
litia, marched a small force towards the Forks of the Ohio,
modern Pittsburgh. Virginia hoped that he could secure their
claim to that strategic point before France, whose explorers
extended their claims south from Canada. The young Wash-
ington ended up in his first combat, where he lost control of
his Indian allies and had to sign a humiliating surrender.

Not long after, he accompanied General Sir Edward Brad-
dock on his march with the 44th and 48th Regiment of Foot
into the disastrous 1755 battle that killed the general and
scattered a professional British force.

After the defeat, Washington wrote to Governor Robert
Dinwiddie of Virginia that “I Tremble at the consequences
that this defeat may have upon our back setlers, who I sup-
pose will all leave their habitation’s unless their are proper
measures taken for their security.”

The very next year, 270 years ago, Washington received
the order to establish a chain of forts through the western
frontier. Some of those sites have defined the human geog-
raphy and even the early culture of the region as they run
through modern Mineral, Hampshire, Hardy, Grant, and
Pendleton counties in West Virginia.

Washington’s skirmish in 1754 touched off a conflict
properly described as the actual first world war, called the
French and Indian War in America and the Seven Years’
War everywhere else. The British Empire stood on one side
with its colonies in multiple hemispheres. Fighting alongside
her was King Frederick the Great of Prussia, whose heroic
leadership inspired a number of places named for him east
of the Appalachians. The small German state of Hanover,
home of the dynasty ruling Britain in that time, technically
sided with Britain but contributed little.

The Five Nations of the Iroquois League served as the
most effective of British allies in the conflict, but their rivals
joined the French in driving eastward against the frontier
settlements of Virginia.

The northern anchor of the planned forts for 1756 was
Fort Cumberland, already a busy military and economic
outpost. It was constructed in 1754 and served as the base
for Braddock’s expedition.

The future Continental Army commander and first presi-
dent knew the area well. At the age of 16, he assisted Lord
Fairfax on his survey of property along the Potomac, as well
as its South Branch and South Fork tributaries. Washington
had responsibility not only for arranging the construction
of new forts, and improvement of established positions, he
also had to recruit militia for them.

A lifelong aversion to militia may have been born in his
mind, expressing to Dinwiddie a that “there is very few Offic-
ers repaird hither yet, which has occasiond a very fatiguing
time to me, to manage a number of selfwill’d, ungovernable
People.”

From there south to the Virginia-North Carolina line,
about 25 forts emerged as frontier sentinels. Roy Bird Cook,
an early 20th century historian in West Virginia, stated
in an article published in West Virginia history that they
defended “A long region reaching out from the head of the
Ohio River, swinging east to Wills Creek (Cumberland), and
thence roughly following the Allegheny Mountains to North
Carolina, received attention.”

Cook added, “A chain of forts about twenty miles apart,
designed to afford some protection for the settlers, was
constructed during the next year. Many were the scenes of
tragic episodes in which numerous lives were lost, especially
in the region now along the South Branch of the Potomac.”

Though most frontier defenses took the moniker of “fort,”
Cook described three general types. Most powerful were
those whose size and potential strength merited the name
of “fort.” Fort Cumberland fit this description, covering 200
yards according to a British officer’s notation. Surround-
ing the fort and barracks was a 12-foot wall constructed
by vertically sinking the massive virgin timbers of the day
into the ground.

Next in diminishing size and strength was the stockade,
which generally featured a single large building surrounded
by a wall. Approximately 20 miles south of Fort Cumber-
land, the first of the 1756 forts, Fort Ashby took on more
of a stockade design. It was named for John Ashby, who
Washington had met while surveying with Lord Fairfax.
The first fortification on the South Branch River emerged
at Fort Pearsall, modern Romney.

Cook also describes blockhouses, which were generally
homes or other buildings fortified with thick walls and
narrow gunsight windows. Private families, or a group of
families, could certainly construct their own fortifications

An artist’s rendition of Fort Seybert as it likely appeared prior to
its destruction. Image is from History of the Early Settlement and
Indian Wars of West Virginia by Willis de Hass.

and man them as well as they could.

As modern residents know and Washington knew, much of
the South Branch River runs through a very narrow canyon
called “the Trough.” From the southern end, one emerges
into the broad valley at Old Fields that extends upstream
to Petersburg Gap. There, at what was then called “Indian
Old Fields,” Captain Thomas Waggoner constructed Fort
Pleasant.

Not large like Fort Cumberland, Fort Pleasant was,
as Cook described, “a large stockade comprising cabins,
palisades, and blockhouses. It was constructed by Captain
Thomas Waggoner, an officer in Washington’s command.

Washington informed the governor of the start of construc-
tion, stating that “I have already built two Forts on Patter-
son’s Creek (which has engag’d the chief of the Inhabitants
to return to their Plantns) and have now order’d Captn
Waggoner with 60 Men to build and Garrison two other’s
(on places I have pointed out high up) on the South Branch.”

Washington expected this fort to serve as a key defense in
the network, calling it “a means of secureing near 100 Miles
of our Frontier exclusive of the Command at Fort Dinwiddie
on Jackson’s River.”

As settlers rushed into the rich soils of the valley down-
stream from Petersburg Gap, both Waggoner and Wash-
ington saw the need to extend defenses. Three miles south
of Moorefield was built Fort Buttermilk. Both this and Fort
Pleasant saw attacks by Indians during the French and
Indian War.

Potomac State College historian William Ansell once wrote
of its peculiar name that “one story would have us believe
that at the time the fort was being constructed, a party of
Indians ventured into the area and so harassed the cows
about that place that at milking time, they gave buttermilk
instead of the standard variety.”

On the other side of the Gap, about two miles downstream
of where the North Fork joins the South Branch near Smoke
Hole, Fort Peterson emerged near modern Petersburg. Both
were named after early settler Jacob Peterson.

What would become Pendleton County hosted three of
Washington’s forts. History links by their fates Fort Up-
per Tract and Fort Seybert. Trout Rock Fort, on the South
Branch River, was a stockade designed to serve 50 militia
soldiers. That position, strategically situated in a narrow sec-
tion of the valley, served as part of the defensive line moving
upstream in the valley from Fort Upper Tract to Matthew
Harper’s Fort in modern Highland County, Virginia.

The fates of Fort Upper Tract and Fort Seybert will always
resonate in Pendleton County with so many families in the
region today able to point back to ancestors who fought and
died at both locations.

“The enclosed letter from Capt. Waggener, will inform your
Honor of a very unfortunate affair. From the best accounts I
have yet been able to get, there are about 60 persons killed
and missing.” George Washington wrote this to a future
Virginia Supreme Court justice in a report of the disastrous
attacks on both positions.

Chief Killbuck, one of three Delaware Indians to carry
that name, led an expedition from near modern Beaver
Falls, Pennsylvania eastward. The nearby French in Fort
Duquesne, now Pittsburgh, certainly encouraged any disrup-
tion that their allies among the Indians could create.

Raiders from the Delaware and the Shawnee prized not
mere disruption, but had their own purpose. Unable to forge
and use metals, such as iron, they saw in tools, cooking im-
plements, and other useful items more of a treasure than
Europeans found gold.
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A line of forts was constructed during the French and Indian War by
Virginia militia officer George Washington 270 years ago to protect
the families who braved life on the frontier.

In August of 1756, Washington directed the indefatigable,
and seemingly everywhere, Waggoner to arrange “that I
would have a Subaltern and twenty or twenty-five men sent
to the upper Tract, to assist the Settlers in erecting a Fort][.]
In this I presume they will give all imaginable assistance;
as it is solely intended to promote their safety.”

The good captain already had his hands full contending
with Indian attacks on Fort Pleasant, which he called “the
Town fort.” After a council of war, Waggoner could tell Wash-
ington that “Capt. Feild with 30 of his Men are willing to
Remain at the Upper Fort till Decr,” but “Since I wrote you
last their has been a Man killed and Scalp’d within half a
Mile of the Town Fort, And Two of his Sons taken Prisoners.”

Not long after, he assured Washington that a Lieutenant
Lomax would take 20 more to Upper Tract. Nine months
later, Washington reported to Dinwiddie that Fort Upper
Tract might be indefensible, saying “it is more in the Indian
pass of the mountains” and “is too high up.”

Also, while Washington desired to have 100 militia at Up-
per Tract, pressure on the area south of Moorefield forced
him to keep more troops at Fort Buttermilk.

April 27th and 28th, 1756, still loom over the history of
Pendleton County. Killbuck’s Delaware and Shawnee Indi-
ans, as well as perhaps a few Frenchmen, swarmed Upper
Tract first. Their attack erased the garrison and annihilated
the fort, which was never rebuilt.

No warning crossed from the South Branch to the South
Fork Valley as the expedition converged on Fort Seybert.
Cook’s description of this post was nearly identical to that
of Fort Pleasant.

Willis de Hass of the New York Historical Society wrote
of the massacre at Fort Seybert in 1851. He described it
as “a rude enclosure cut out of the heart of the forest” that
“served as a place of resort for the people of all the adjoining
settlements.”

Asisrecounted every year in “The Burning of Fort Seybert”
presentation during the Treasure Mountain Festival, a siege
of the fort wore down the defenders trapped inside. “The
promise of safety,” wrote De Hass, “lured the unfortunate
victims . . . and they yielded quiet possession of the fort.”

It was not so quiet as that. One settler tried to take a shot
at Killbuck, his aim spoiled by another who believed in the
promises made. The chief welcomed those who surrendered
by mashing the butt of his tomahawk into Captain Jacob
Seybert, the fort commander’s jaw. Residents fled for their
lives, but 41 were recaptured and 17 of them killed.

Eastern Indians generally had a custom of seizing women
and children to incorporate into their own ranks, but had
terrible contempt for men who surrendered to their arms,
regardless of whether they were of Indian or European
origin. Of the 24 women and children seized from the fort,
most eventually returned home.

Until 1763 when British arms triumphed worldwide, the
Allegheny frontier remained protected by the thin line of
forts and the resilient men (and sometimes women) who
manned them.

And so many of those families who held the line in 1756
enjoy descendants still living, working, and leading in the
area ever since.

Speaker
DR. CICERO M. FAIN
MARSHALL
UNIVERSITY

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO A FREE, FAMILY FRIENDLY PUBLIC HISTORY PROGRAM:

“THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE OF STRUGGLE
AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THE ALLEGHENY HIGHLANDS"”

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 4:00-5:00 PM
SOUTH BRANCH INN | MOOREFIELD, WV_

_Speaker
DR. TAMARA
DENMARKv%m.E

https://actionnetwork.org/events/black-history-in-the-highlands

Welcome

Dr.

» Appendectomy
» Breast surgery

* Hernia repair

Questions? Call Courtney Zimmerman at 304-685-7410;
or email: courtney@aurora-llc.com
A project of Friends of Blackwater and Aurora Research Associates with support from the National Park Service

General Surgery ('

Now seeing patients in Elkins

Dr. Conkel specializes in general and advanced robotic surgery, using leading-
edge surgical technology designed to reduce complications, minimize
recovery time and help patients return to the activities they enjoy.

Conkel offers a wide range of surgical services, including:

« Colon & bowel surgery .
» Gallbladder removal

For appointments and consultations,
call 304-637-3442

DavisHealthSystem.org/Surgery

+ Infusaport & venous access procedures
» Robotic-assisted surgery

Skin cancer removal

» Thyroid & parathyroid surgery
 Varicose vein treatment

1731-PR-E26

> Vandalia Health

Davis Medical Center
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AUTOMOTIVE

Aumann’s

Custom Auto

o Custom Paint Mixing
e Complete Body Work
e Frame Straightening
¢ Insurance Work S

Accepted (ﬁi;\\

d
\

OPEN Monday - Friday 8-5

358-7758

53 Mill Road ~ Franklin

CLEANING

J&L’s RECONDITIONING

«Detail Vehicles
«Steam Clean
Carpets &
Furniture
«Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

BBB Accredited

CONTRACTORS

JERRY L. LAMBERT

Construction, LLC
eStick Built Homes

*Additions & Garages
eDecks
*Remodeling & Repairs
*Replacement Windows
1-304-668-4161

1-304-358-2500
WV 027848

HEATING/COOLING

:\J"r wE N&
HEAT'NE COOLING

& EERVIEES
wvosi1083

Josh Owens, owner
Brandywine, WV
Heil Dealer
Service & Installation
Heat Pumps, Oil & Propane
Furnaces & Commercial Refrigeration Units

304.249.5420 304.668.9616

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ELECTRICAL

MALLOW

ELEcTRIC, LLC

*Residential
Commercial §\0{

N«
*Standby
Generators }i

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Brandon Mallow
Licensed and Insured WV057572

FUEL

-
j—
{ PROPANE FROMISE, ]

» Automatic Fill Plan
* Budget Payment Plan
* Small Tanks Filled
* Heating Systems - Sales

(304) 358-2307

Service Heatline
1-800-287-3494

f MATHESON
Q) VALLEY

ask. .

1256 Mountaineer Dr.
Franklin, WV

.The Gas Professionals

STORAGE SPACE

MINI
STORAGE
LLC

(1
DEN

Storage Units
10x10, 10x15, 10x20

5x10,

24-Hour Accessibility
Call 304-358-3514

6.7 MILES SOUTH OF BRANDYWINE
ON RouTte 21 IN SuGar Grove, WV

just south of Navy Base

Storage Spaces
Available Now

Spaces for Vehicles
Also Available

call
Julie VanMeter

at
304-358-7492
(after 6 o’clock)
Very Reasonable Prices

OUNTAIN.

Heaiing & Cooling L.L.C,

Franklin
eInstallations

*Custom Duct Work
*Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil
Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296

E-2EE
SELF STORAGE

Glover Dr. - Franklin

304-358-3651

Inside Units
7x10

10x20

License # WV 062818

TNT SeELF STORAGE
Upper Tract

304-257-1421

or

304-703-3054

New SeLr StorAce UniTs
5X10 ® 10X10
10X20

agricultural exhibit.

expansive,

home economics,
plus non-profit

Tri-County Fair...

Started in 1920 on the lawn of the old Grant
County Courthouse in Petersburg, the Tri-
County Fair began as a small 4-H and open-class

During the decades,
week-long
celebrating the agricultural heritage and youth
of Grant, Hardy, and Pendleton counties.

The fair features an annual
agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, livestock,
and art. These exhibits
organizations,
exhibitors and vendors, coupled with a variety
of entertainment, events and a varied midway
makes the fair one of the finest county fairs in
the state of West Virginia.

intfo an
event

it evolved
homecoming

exhibit of

commercial

FOR SALE

GARDEN PRO-
DUCE, all kinds. Call
304-567-5720.

7-30-2p

YARD SALES

YARD SALE at Cir-
cleville Presbyterian
Church Friday & Sat-
urday, 9-? Women’s,
men’s & girls’ cloth-
ing, shoes, bedding,
miscellaneous.  1Ic

THE TOWN OF
Franklin is seeking
applications for indi-
viduals interested in
the position of Class
II Water Plant Oper-
ator. Primary duties
include maintenance
and operation of the
Town of Franklin Wa-
ter Plant. Other du-
ties include general
maintenance work
and trash truck work
as needed. Interest-
ed parties must be
18 years of age of
older, have a driv-
er’s license, and a
minimum of a High
School Diploma or
GED equivalent. Col-
lege degree and ba-
sic computer skills
including Microsoft
Word and Excel is
considered a plus.
The Town of Franklin
offers an outstand-
ing benefits package.
Deadline to apply is
July 31, 2026. Appli-
cations can be picked
up at the Town Of-
fice in Franklin. Call
304.358-7525 for
more information.
7-16-3¢

FOR RENT

BISSELL CARPET
Shampooer for rent.
Bowman’s Do It Best.
Call 304-358-2303.
11-7-tfn

WANTED

*PAINTING*
36 years experience:
Houses, Barns, Roofs,
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House
Roofs, Log Homes,
etc. Call Ronnie

Kimble, 358-7208

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Tariff Form No. 12
(Tariff Rule 44)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY MUNICIPALITIES

NOTICE is hereby given that The Town of Franklin, municipal utility, has adopted
by ordinance on July 14, 2026, a tariff containing increased rates, for furnishing wa-
ter service to 694 customers in Franklin and vicinity, West Virginia in the County of
Pendleton.

The proposed increased rates and charges will be in three steps beginning with
Step 1, 45 days from passage of the Ordinance; Step 2 becoming effective 12 months
from passage of Step 1; and Step 3 becoming effective 12 months from implementation
of Step 2, unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission and will produce
approximately $173,291 annually in additional revenue once all three increases are in
effect, an increase of 33%. The average monthly bill for the various classes of custom-
ers will be changed as follows:

($) INCREASE INCREASE (%)
Residential (2,358 gallons) $19.02 33.7%
Commercial (6,654 gallons) $44.51 32.8%
Industrial (2,318 gallons) $18.74 33.7%
Resale (2,756,600 gallons) $0.00 0%
Public Authority (4,052 gallons) $32.68 33.7%

Resale Customer: (Pendleton Co PSD)

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class.
Individual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average.
Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to
change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review of this
filing. The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased rates only
upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the ordinance
changing said rates or charges, by;

(1) Any customer aggrieved by the changed rates of charges who presents to the
Commission a petition signed by not less than twenty-five percent of the customers
served by such municipally operated public utility; or

(2) Any customer who is served by municipally operated public utility and who
resides outside the corporate limits and who is affected by the change in said rates
or charges and who presents to the Commission a petition alleging discrimination
between customers within and without the municipal boundaries. Said petition shall
be accompanied by evidence of discrimination; or

(3) Any customer or group of customers who are affected by said change in rates
who reside within the municipal boundaries and who present a petition to the Com-
mission alleging discrimination between said customer or group of customers and oth-
er customers of the municipal utility. Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence
of discrimination.

All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia, 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia
25323.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility to
provide any information requested concerning it, is available to all customers, pro-
spective customers, or their agents at any of the following offices of the utility.

Town of Franklin

305 N. High Street

Franklin, West Virginia 26807 7-23-2¢

.).)I F l E ‘ s

Buy, Sell or Trade! Place Your Ad Today.

Consumers Warned
About Free Gas and
Grocery Card Scams

West  Virginia
Attorney General
JB McCuskey is-
sued a consumer
alert, warning
West  Virginians
about a “free” gas
and grocery card
mailer that has
been received by

residents in recent
weeks.
Residents have

reported receiving
a postcard from
“AAPP” (note: not
AARP) claiming
that gas and gro-
cery vouchers were
being held in their
name. Recipients
are instructed to
pay a $5 process-
ing fee to obtain
the cards. Instead
of the promised
free gas and gro-
cery voucher, vic-
tims are charged
another $46, mak-
ing the total lost
$51.

The  postcards
may include track-
ing numbers, expi-
ration dates, and
barcodes all
intended to make
the offer look le-
gitimate. Some use
urgent language
including “Limited
time offer,” “Expir-
ing soon,” or “Final
notice.”

Your Local News

Anywhere, Anytime
Every Which Way

With print, online and mobile delivery,
we put the news that matters most
to you at your fingertips.

Online Only (3 Months): $10.50

Name:

THE PENDLETON" TIMES

In-State (Print Only): 1 year $40; 2 years $78; 3 years $114
Out-of-State (Print Only): 1 year $42; 2 years $82; 3 years $120
Online Only:
Bundle (Print and Online Monthly): $6.50

1 year $41

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Print Only Subscriptions:

Mail to PO Box 906, Franklin, WV 26807, or Call 304-358-2304 with a credit card.

Once financial
or payment infor-
mation is provid-
ed, any of these

scenarios may
happen:
*Unauthorized

additional charg-
es appear on the
consumer’s  ac-
count;

*The consumer
is  unknowingly
entered into a
monthly subscrip-
tion program;

*The promised
gift cards never
arrive or low-
value coupons or
promotions are
received instead;
and

*The company
is difficult or im-
possible to con-
tact for a refund.

The Attorney
General’s Office
Consumer  Pro-
tection Division
recommends tak-
ing these precau-
tions:

*Be wary of
any contest win-
nings, awards or
rewards, espe-
cially if a person
didn’t enter;

*Never pay
money to claim
prizes, real con-
tests dont re-
quire payment;

*Never provide
personal or finan-
cial information
in response to un-
solicited contact

by mail, email,
text or phone;
*Never send

| money to people

one hasn’t met in

| person; and

*Research be-
fore one trusts —
verify identities,
companies, and
claims independ-
ently.

More about
scams, ways to
protect  oneself,
and filing a scam
report can be
found at ago.
wv.gov. A person
can also call
the Consumer
Protection
Hotline and
speak with a
scam coordinator

Online/Bundle Subscriptions or Questions: Go to pendletontimes.com or call 304-647-5724 3123308. 1-800-368-
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WVU Expert Offers Advice as Spotted Lanternfly Spreads

A fast-spreading invasive insect that
can damage crops and trees has been
reported in 21 West Virginia counties,
posing what a West Virginia University
expert calls a “serious economic threat” to
the state’s agricultural industries.

The spotted lanternfly, an invasive
pest native to Asia, was first detected
in West Virginia in Berkeley County in
2019. Since then, it has been reported
in Brooke, Grant, Hampshire, Hancock,
Hardy, Harrison, Jefferson, Kanawha,
Marion, Marshall, McDowell, Mercer,
Mineral, Monongalia, Morgan, Ohio,
Pendleton, Preston, Taylor, Wetzel and

Wood counties.

As spotted lanternflies enter their high-
ly visible summer nymph stage, Carlos
Quesada, a WVU Extension entomology
specialist, offers advice on how to identify
the pest, reduce its numbers, and help
prevent its spread.

“The spotted lanternfly lays eggs from
September to December, which hatch from
May to June, so you will see them in their
nymph stage during the summer. The
nymphs are black with white spots, and
they eventually develop bright red patches
as they near adulthood. While you should
still squash them if you see them, there

WIC Office Relocates

Beginning Aug. 3, the Pendleton County
WIC office will be located at the Pendleton
County Health Department in Franklin.

During the month of August, Pendleton
County WIC Clinic will be open 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. for full service. Limited services are also
available from 2 to 4 p.m. on other days of
the week. Call for details.

Pendleton County participants can receive
services in Petersburg if alternate days or

to Health Department

evening appointments are desired. The office
will be closed August 27.

WIC offers nutrition education and healthy
foods to pregnant, breastfeeding and postpar-
tum women, infants to age 1 and children to
age 5. Either parent or a designated guardian
can bring a child to appointments.

For more information or to schedule an
appointment, call 304-358-3088 or 304-257-
4936.

are other methods of control for this phase
of the insect.

“Spotted lanternfly nymphs move up
and down on the trunk of trees, making
them easy to capture by trapping. Trap-
ping methods include wrapping the tree
trunks with specialized sticky bands or
by placing a spotted lanternfly circle trap.
Circle traps are recommended over sticky
bands for spotted lanternfly management
because sticky bands can also capture non-
target organisms, including other insects
and small vertebrates.

“Both nymph and adult spotted lan-
ternflies feed by sucking sap from trees
through a sharp, needle-like beak, which
can result in leaf curl, wilt, tree dieback,
and death of the tree. Tree dieback caused
by a high infestation of spotted lantern-
flies has been observed on black walnut,
willow, staghorn sumac, and maple trees.
Adults often feed and lay eggs on tree-of-
heaven, an invasive plant.

“Because it can feed on more than 70 dif-

ferent plant species, the spotted lanternfly
is a serious economic threat to multiple
agricultural industries including grape-
vines, hops, stone fruit trees, and hard-
wood trees. Grapevines are among the
crops most severely impacted by this pest.
Spotted lanternflies do not bite, sting, or
transmit disease to humans or pets.

“The spotted lanternfly also excretes
honeydew, a sugary substance that at-
tracts wasps and produces sooty mold
fungus. Sooty mold doesn’t affect plants
directly but can reduce photosynthesis.
Sooty mold can also be an aesthetic prob-
lem in structures.

“Understanding the biology, restricting
human-mediated transport, and reporting
sightings are the most critical actions so-
ciety can take to manage invasive species
such as the spotted lanternfly. If you are
in a county where cases of this insect have
not yet been confirmed, be sure to report
any sightings to bugbusters@wvda.us,”
Quesada said.

BOE Deliberates

Related Topics in

By Stephen Smoot

The Pendleton County Board of Education
met in special session last week, spending
much of an abbreviated agenda going over
topics related to athletics at Pendleton
County Middle/High School.

After the Pledge of Allegiance came the
invocation, which included a prayer “that
You would help us to make the right decision
with the right people.”

Much of the first half of the meeting fo-
cused on personnel. The board voted to close
out itinerant counselor positions at Bran-
dywine and Franklin Elementary schools,
but with the aim of creating newly defined
positions at both schools that include social
work as part of the purview. Board members
approved similar moves last year with other
schools.

Board members also approved a large
slate of new hires. This included Haley
Terry as the new PCM/HS varsity volley-
ball coach. Last year, Terry coached junior
varsity volleyball at Highland County, Vir-
ginia. She takes over a program that has
emerged as a powerhouse in recent years.
McKenzie Arbaugh will head up the middle
school squad.

Board members then approved a contract
with Best Life Therapy, a Clarksburg-based
provider of speech pathology and other
services. The organization has also pro-
vided physical therapy and sign language
instruction to students in Pendleton County

on Athletics
Special Meeting

schools. Another contract to accept funding
from the West Virginia School Board Au-
thority to help with HVAC and a new roof
at BES was approved as well.

Next, board members approved the full
slate of both paid and non paid coaches.

A discussion came next concerning a pro-
posal by Derek Lambert, outgoing PCM/
HS principal, to use library space as a new
weight room, allowing for the rearrange-
ment of athletic facilities to provide more
space. The new weight room was proposed
to house exercise equipment donated by Lib-
erty Community Programs from the former
Navy Base at Sugar Grove.

It was determined that the time taken to
examine and process books in the library
space, the amount of work required to
ready the different spaces, and the short
time frame between the meeting and the
opening of school, that PCM/HS would go a
different direction.

Instead of transforming the library into
a weight room, a former classroom will be
adapted to that purpose. Air filters will be
installed to counter “the smells” of athletic
training. While PCS will take care of some
costs, the football team will also be called
upon to provide help with the work. During
the course of the year, coaches’ input and
reports from formed committees will help
to guide work going forward.

The next meeting will take place at the
permanent new meeting time of 5 p.m. on
Aug. 4.

39 Maple Ave
PO Box 999

EQUAL HOUSING

sugargrovewv.com
304.358.3332/3337 304.358.3334 (fax)

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.

Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.668.1050
Franklin, WV 26807 Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWYV.COM

Eastern Schedules Open House

Eastern West Virginia
Community and Technical
College will host an open
house from 4 to 7 p.m. Aug.
7 at 316 Eastern Drive in
Moorefield.

“Fly Eastern Airlines —
Your Future is Cleared for
Takeoff!”

Attendees will be given a
boarding pass to use at each
“terminal station,” as one
makes the way through East-
ern’s open house experience.
These terminal stations will
allow a person to experience
hands-on, interactive ses-

sions designed to teach one
about each of Eastern’s pro-
grams and trainings. Collect
stamps on a boarding pass at
each station for a chance to
win exciting prizes.
Register to attend at east-
ernwv.edu/open-house/.

Now boarding a flight to
one’s future career, join East-
ern’s staff for an evening of
exploring program options
through interactive games
and activities.

OLD

DOMINION
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PENDLETON COUN

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-2524

NEW LISTING - DRY RUN - FRANKLIN DISTRICT - 6.01 acres w/3 BR,
2 BA trailer, excellent condition, w/deck, swimming pool, washer, dryer,
refrig., public water, metal roof, out bldg., new 35x36 metal shop w/heat
and air, good hunting, views, private. $198,000.

BRANDYWINE - 3-4 BR, 2 B
ion, creek, on 2.01 ac.$

ERANKLIN - 2 BR, 1 BA Lindel wood siding home on 2.26 acres. $+86;666
$176,666 $160,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 2 BA, 2 story Pre-Civil War home with basement in
town. 2 apartments, detached. Paved parking area. $310,000.

SMOKE HOLE - 13.93 +/- ac., adjoining National Forest, 2 story cabin, 3
rental cabins, 2 ponds. $849;666 $749,000 or best offer.

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807
Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

A

AL ; prYilt-in-garage, 20'x40’ pavil-
nder Contra

3

JOIN OUR TEAM

For information on job postings and how to apply,
please scan the QR code below or go to the link
provided:

Family Services Specialist |

https://evgk.fa.us8.oraclecloud.com/hcmUl/CandidateExperie
nce/en/sites/CX_2001/job/6252

\ - — /
‘Smf.ﬂ'. Je.r'.{.cz.i
SRR

SGR422A 1.891 Acres, w/3,637 sq. ft., 3 Bed, 3 Bath Brick SGR400A 5 Bed, 3 Bath home located in Franklin District
home located in Franklin Corp. LP Furnace, Heat Pump & on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful, wooded surround-
Baseboard Electric. Public water & sewer. Barn, Camper ings while being near schools and all town amenities. At-
tached 2 car garage, partially finished basement, fenced
SGR416A 5.12 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Spa- yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3 Fireplaces, Well, Septic
cious Loft area. Cistern, Septic, Shed. New Metal Roof, and Water Filtration system. $549;666-686 REDUCED
New Sliding Door, Newly Sealed Deck. Access to 9 acre $525,000.00
Common Area. Located Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
District. $239,000.00 ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon
SGR413A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Loft. Off grid, Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249;606:686 REDUCED
Solar, generator. Access to 9 acre Common Area. Located $239,000.00
i ivisi in Distri SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home.

SGR412A 5.69 Acres, w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, built in 4 Bed, 2 Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 119.45 acres located
2010. Loft for o -‘4800 Gallon in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two

I S| i i

Cistern, Wamﬁm@ Outbuilding, Car Garage & partial basement. Mature plants and trees.
Wood Shed. Very well maintained. Located in Dry Run Some Restrictions apply. Franklin District. 5

area. Shared ROW. Franklin District, Pendleton Cty. $899;660-66 REDUCED $849,000.00

$180,000.00 SGR385A 11.54 Acres w/3+ Bed, 3 Bath Cabin located
SGR410A 1492 Dice Warner Road, Circleville, 3 Bed, 2 in Buck Rid ew&m , Deck, Stone
Bath, log siding and rock home, top of Teter Gap, gor- Patio, P”Mﬁd I &mgmod, Tile, Float-
geous mountain views, 2 living rooms, propane heat/AC ing Linoleum flooring. Lots of natural light, Metal Roof,

and a forced air wood furnace. House being sold “AS-IS.” Board and Batten Exterior. 3080 assessed sq ft. Very well
$249,900.00 maintained. $325,000.00

SGR409A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar

on 18 Spruce St., Franklin Corp. New Hot water heater Powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting

w/expansion tank, New stainless steel appliances, New Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399;666-68

guttering system, Cement driveway, Hard wired Ring REDUCED $379,00000.

cameras with motion lights. Mini-Splits and new window SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round

installation in 2021, $175,000.00.  Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life
E Y B in Disirict. $168 00000

SGR408A 7.88 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Log Siding Cabin,
Fully & Tastefully Furnished, Large Decks, Full Finished SGR380A Buildm2 Acres, Lot #3, Dry Run Rd,
basement, Screened in Porch, Spring Water. Higher clear- Sharps Ridge, t istrict. Electric nearby. NEW
ance vehicle recommended. Buck Ridges Development. 0
S Restricti $285.000.00

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath
SGR407A 8.26 acre Off Grid, one room cabin on Kile Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove
Knob. Solar panelﬁ%potic. Cistern water. Property & lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern
joins 9.48 acres K Common area. Hiking trails. Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00

Gated. $189,000.00 SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2
SGR406A World Class View at 3017 ft, overlooking beau- car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by
tiful Germany Valley & Spruce Knob. Located in Seneca Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah
Lookout Development. 70.00 Acres w/2 Bed, 2.5 Bath 1.5 Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round
Story Log Cabin. Baseboard Elec & Wood Heat, Well, spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg.
Sentic. C ool ins Nati E $749 000.00. i NEW LISTING $2.250,000.00

SGR404A CABIN W/CAVE ACCESS! 5 Acres w/1 Bed, SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants
2.5 Bath Log Siding Cabin, Loft sleeping area, Primary & Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00

bdrm has accessggg‘:svﬁ_e balcony. Fully furnished. sGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at
Laundry on main : ing water, Septic. Sleeps 6 the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property
people. Buck Ridges Development. Some Restrictions. agjoins neighboring motel. $425;666-66 -000-
Preapproval required and Cave Entry Waiver must be $299 900-06 $229-0600-60 RED D $219.000.00

SGRO056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
SGR403A 15.38 Acres, w/4-6 Bed, 2 Bath Contemporary round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3

Home. Make it your Residence or it would make a great miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue
Retreat Center. Great views, surrounded by mountain

ranges. Double Kitchen, dual W/D Hookups, 2 Heat
Pumps, 37KW Generac backup generator, Spacious

workshop/garage. Large Spring Fed Pond. Franklin
D_istd_QL_EendLeLQn_Qm_gam 000.00

SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
SGR402A 0.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Ranch Home f y e
located in Upper Tract, WV. Brick exterior, Metal Roof, derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.
Carport, Unfinished Basement, Septic, Public Water. Nice Eranklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00.
level lot. Mill Run District, Pendleton Cty. n

SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective
covenants and restrictions. Oak_ Flat Estates near Bran-

JULY SPECIALS
CELEBRATING the U.S.

BT IR L (C K S — SALE
2026 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 5.3 V-8, auto., Idd., white, only 300 miles...........ccccocereerrrirrrierennns $59,500
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins diesel, auto., 1dd., white, 58K miles
...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $48;500 $46,500
2023 FORD F-550 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4, 7.3 gas V-8, auto., 1dd., burgundy, only 2K miles, new cond. .........cccccecernne $69,500
2021 FORD F-750 CREW CAB & CHASSIS, 6.7 dsl., auto., 1dd., air brakes, etc., white, 109K miles...........ccoceeereirirrrienennns $49,500
2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4, XLT sport pkg. 2.7 V-6, auto., 1dd., silver, 118K miles..........cc.eureuenene $24,900

2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 6-1/2 FT BED 4X4, 5.0 liter V-8. auto., 1dd., black, 90K miles......................
2018 FORD F-250 S/CAB LONGBED 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, 275K VDOT highway miles.
2015 FORD F-250 SUPERCAB LONGBED LARIAT 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., 1dd., black, 138K miles
2015 FORD F-450 CREW ALUMINUM FLATBED 4X4, 6.7 dsl., auto., 1dd., white, ex. cond. .....
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc.

$29,500
. SPECIAL $34;966 $32,900
. SPECIAL $26;960 $19,500

2006 FORD F-250 CREW CAB S/BED LARIAT 4X4, 6.0 diesel, auto., 1dd., wht/tan, 223K miles..........ccccocveverieririeirieinenns $16,500
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, 1dd w/accessories, only 45K miles
........................................................................................................................................................ SPECIAL $49;560 $44;560 $39,500

PASSENGER VEHICLES .....ccceceesieesesssuensnsssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsasssssssssssssss

2025 FORD BRONCO 4-DR “BADLANDS SASQUATCH PKG.,” V-6, auto., 1dd., blue, only 6K miles, 72K new ....

2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” 1dd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles

SPECIAL $19;969 $17,900

2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2-DR HARDTOP “80TH A ERSARY PKG.,” V-6, auto., Idd., orange, 64K miles

2021 KIA SELTOS PREMIUM PKG., AWD, 4-cyl., auto., Idd., bronze, 104K miles, ex. cond

2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUYV, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp.................

2020 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WAGON, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., olive green, 114K miles ...

2020 NISSAN MURANO S AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., silver, only 75K miles..... SPECIAL $18;960 $16,900

2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., 1dd., pearl white, 94K miles SPECIAL $19;566 $17,900

2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp
............................................................................................................................................. SPECIAL $18;968 $17,900

2017 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost V-6, auto., Idd., pearl white, 142K highway miles .........c.cccccovreciriennnnes $16,900

2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR SPORT 4X4, V-6, auto., Idd., white, 89K miles.............. .

2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., Idd., copper color, 118K miles, sharp ...

2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., Idd., white, 124K miles.....................

2014 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN, 5.4 liter V-8, auto., 1dd., white, 140K MileS.........cccceeririirieiiieeiieirieeeeeee e

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

13869 Mountaineer Dr., Riverton 304-567-2999 ¢ 1-540-246-2999

Pictures and Full Description of ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

GREAT FINANCING RATES NOw AVAILABLE

..SPECIAL $24;969 $22,500
SPECIAL $19;560 $17,500
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